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Local school officials last month 
lamented a decision by the county no 
longer to allow school districts to use 
county voting machines for annual bud-
get votes and elections for school board. 

This week, Ulster County co-commissioner Ashley 
Dittus explained why the decision was made, and 
why it was unlikely to be reversed. While the deci-
sion to no longer lease voting machines to school 
districts was partly informed by New York State’s 
decision to hold its federal, state and local primaries 
on a single day in June, Dittus said there were other 
factors as well. 

“It’s been our experience with this partnership 
that it just was not working out for the board [of 
Elections],” said Dittus. The work was labor- and 
time-intensive. What the school districts were billed 
for use of the machines didn’t cover all the costs. 

Machine politics
School districts had months of warning about change, 
county elections commissioner insists

There was also an issue of training, which was 
moved from late summer to early spring to accom-
modate the mid-May school-district voting cycle.   

“We have over 700 part-time employees that 
serve as inspectors,” explained Dittus. “That’s some-
thing that takes both me and my fellow Republican 
commissioner [Thomas Turco] to train inspectors, 
and it’s something that takes us out of our office for 
weeks at a time.”

Sometimes the school districts failed to hold up 
their end of the bargain over the machines in elec-
tions, she added. “We were looking for some kind of 
mutual agreement with the schools that they would 
help us out with our poll-site needs,” Dittus said. 
“That never came to fruition. We’ve actually had 
to change a lot of poll sites in the Town of New 
Paltz because they were having construction at their 
schools, so we weren’t allowed to use their schools 

any more. That was a bit annoying.”
The shortened span this year between school-

district polling on May 21 and the primaries on June 
25 will not provide sufficient time to reset and re-
check the machines. Though New York State held 
primaries in June in 2016 and 2018, Dittus said 
that security measures not in place in the former. 
The problems hekped persuade the county board of 
elections that leasing machines to school districts 
was no longer viable. 

“After that experience, it really showed just how 
impossible that is,” Dit-

doug freese
Falling Waters.
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POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

Al Bruno 
running for 
legislature
Says he wants to bring 
‘more representation on the 
conservative side’

The first registered Republican 
announced his candidacy this week 
for the District 2 seat on the county 
legislature. Al Bruno, 58, said he 
hopes to bring family and constitu-

tional values back to the increasingly Democratic 
legislative body.

“I’ve been thinking about running for a number of 
years. I think that Saugerties needs more representa-
tion on the conservative side. I think we need more 
jobs in this county,” said Bruno. “I support the arts 
and green building programs but I think we have to 
employ people. Without the jobs, you can’t support 
the arts. … You need the income and the means to 
support them — the only way we can support those 

Menacing with a BB gun
Police were called to the scene of a domestic dispute 
on Feb. 2 after a 911 call reporting a brandished gun; 
upon their arrival, town police found that the weap-
on was in fact a BB gun. Officers arrested 21-year-
old Juan R. Vincent at the site of the dispute, his 
home on Montgomery St. He was arraigned in the 
town court and charged with the misdemeanor of 
third-degree menacing, police said. He was released 
on his own recognizance and a full stay-away order 
of protection.

– Christina Coulter

Fake lights, real charges
A Catskill man accrued several misdemeanors on 
Feb. 3, town police said, for allegedly cruising on 
Washington Avenue in the village with illegal blue 
lights resembling those of a patrol car affixed to the 
cab of his vehicle and driving without his interlock 
device, which was mandated by a judge after a pre-
vious DWI arrest. According to police, 29-year-old 
Peter Malloy of Catskill identified himself as his 
brother, Chris Malloy, when he was pulled over. 

He was charged with second-degree criminal im-
personation, second-degree aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle and operating a motor 
vehicle without an ignition interlock device, all mis-
demeanors. He also received two tickets for failing 
to use his turn signal and his unauthorized display 
of blue lights. Malloy was released on an appear-
ance ticket and traffic summonses returnable to the 
village court.

– Christina Coulter

Police: Woman had THC oil
Nadine I. Corulla of Saugerties, 25, was charged 
with the misdemeanor of seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled substance and the viola-
tion of operating a motor vehicle with a suspended 
license on Feb. 1 after she was pulled over for driv-
ing 20 miles per hour over the speed limit on Route 
32, town police. According to police, officers found 
concentrated THC oil on her person during the traf-
fic stop. Corulla will appear in the town court at a 
later date.

Post-game DWI
Sean McCormick of Saugerties, 44, was charged 
with misdemeanors for allegedly driving while in-
toxicated at 1:45 a.m. in the village of Saugerties on 
Feb. 4 after the Super Bowl. According to police, he 

photo provided
Al Bruno.

less fortunate is if 
the money is there.”

A 1979 gradu-
ate of Saugerties 
High, Bruno was 
born and raised in 
Glasco. He is cur-
rently employed 
as an HVAC tech-
nician with Vassar 
Brothers Hospital 
in Poughkeepsie, 
but sits on a slew of 
town committees: 
he is the chair of 
both the board of 
assessment review and the ethics commission and is 
a member of the Saugerties Transportation Advisory 
Council. Up until this year he served as a member 
of both the Conversation Advisory Commission and 
the Climate Smart Committee, but ultimately “ran 
out of days of the week for meetings.”

He was instrumental in the establishment of 
sidewalks on Washington Avenue, which facilitate 
a safe journey for students who walk that stretch to 
get to school and to the fine-tuning of Saugerties’ 
ethics code in October of last year. He said that his 
experience on the ethics board would inform his 
comportment in the legislature, should he be elected 
to the position.

“There’s been a push with charges of corruption 
and ethics,” said Bruno.” I see in the local papers, in 
the news what’s happening in the legislature. I hope 

that, being on the ethics board and seeing what goes 
into ethics laws, I can bring a good sense of fairness 
to that.”

Currently, Bruno lives in Malden with his wife 
Lisa, and has one daughter and two step-daughters.

One of the planks in Bruno’s platform is refram-
ing payment in lieu of taxes agreements in a way 
that would increase local jobs, he said.

“Pilot programs are being given out like candy to 
people who aren’t bringing jobs — a hotel employs 
about 15 people,” said Bruno. “I don’t want to see 
our tax money wasted on things that aren’t going 
to bring jobs in … I want to see if we can [amend] 
the Pilot programs to give businesses incentives to 
hire local people here.”

Bruno said that he’s “not running for office, but 
running for the people.”

“I’m going to do what I can to help as many people 
that I can within the village of Saugerties, [particu-
larly] Malden,” he said. “Maybe on a county level I 
can somehow bring funds to make a parking garage 
in the village happen, or get the county involved in 
creating more parking in the village. It may just be 
reconfiguring some spaces … [I support] the shovel-
ready program and we should [continue to] explore 
the Kings Highway corridor and make it user friendly 
… I’m going to look for the funds and the programs 
that could possibly make that happen.”

The District 2 seat, up for grabs this November, 
is currently held by Joe Maloney. Councilman John 
Schoonmaker, a Democrat, has already announced 
his candidacy.

– Christina Coulter

was pulled over for running a red light. McCormick’s 
blood alcohol content was determined to be 0.26 
percent at police headquarters; he was released to a 
third party and is scheduled to appear in the village 
court at a later date.

Route 212 drunken driving
Rebecca C. Reynolds of Willow, 28, was charged 
with the misdemeanor of driving while intoxicated 
after the Super Bowl at 2:33 a.m. on Feb. 4 after, 
police said, running off the road and striking a guard 
rail while traveling westward on Route 212. Her 
blood alcohol content was determined to be 0.10 
percent at police headquarters. She was released 
to a third party and will appear at the village court 
later this month.

– Christina Coulter

Drunken driving alleged
Christopher Gaffney of Saugerties, 18, was charged 
with the misdemeanor of driving while intoxicated 
on Jan. 24 by state police; allegedly, Gaffney was ap-
prehended after police responded to a motor vehicle 
crash that he was involved in on Route 212.

– Christina Coulter

More Diamond Mills trespass
Nathaniel Schultz of Saugerties, 27, was charged 
with the misdemeanor of second-degree criminal 
contempt of a court order after trespassing on the 
property of the Diamond Mills Hotel and Tavern on 
the afternoon of Feb. 3, town police said.

He was sent to Ulster County Jail in lieu of $1,000 
bail. A stay away order of protection was extended to 
Schultz when he was last caught trespassing on the 
property on Jan. 16; this is the third time he has been 
removed from the property by police this year, and he 
received over 20 trespassing violations in 2018. Ac-
cording to Police Chief Joe Sinagra, Schultz is on the 
autism spectrum. “Nathaniel needs supervision and 
proper attention, he is not a criminal,” said Sinagra. 
“He suffers from mental illness and does not un-
derstand that his behavior is socially unacceptable.”

– Christina Coulter

Taking from the till
Donley G. Monroe II of Glasco, 29, was charged 
with the misdemeanor of petit larceny after stealing 
from the cash register at the QuickChek in Barclay 
Heights, his place of employment. According to po-
lice, Monroe shorted the register at 3:05 a.m. on 
Dec. 30. After reviewing the store’s CCTV footage 
and obtaining a warrant, police arrested Monroe 
on Feb. 4. He was arraigned in the town court and 
released on his own recognizance; he will reappear 
in court on Feb. 13.

– Christina Coulter
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Learning 
empathy 
for mental 
illness
Police from all over Ulster get 
special training to deal with 
emotionally trying situations

T wenty-seven area police person-
nel from nine departments graduated 
from a Crisis Intervention Training 
(CIT) session, conducted in 40 hours 
over a week-long period, on Friday, 

Feb. 1. The sessions took place at the Ulster County 
Law Enforcement Center and were taught entirely 
by local police officers and healthcare professionals 
trained in Albany last year to be CIT instructors. 
Previous CIT classes have been taught in Albany by 
ferried-in instructors from elsewhere in the state.

Graduates included members of the Ulster Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office; the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection Police; the Schenectady 
County Sheriff ’s Office; officers from Saugerties, 
Shandaken, the Town of Ulster, Rosendale and 
New Paltz police departments; and members of the 
SUNY Ulster Office of Public Safety. The program’s 
instructors were Kingston Detective Thierry Croizer, 
Saugerties Police Captain Steven Filak, New Paltz 
officer Phil Kraus, Patricia Tuber of New York City’s 
Mobile Crisis Team Services and Chris Dennehy of 
Step One NY. The training was organized by People 
USA, a nonprofit organization based in Kingston 
that provides behavioral healthcare to those with 
mental illness.

“It’s designed for officer safety and public safety, 
to make interactions safer for everyone involved,” 
said Croizer of the training’s core aims.” We know 
as administrators that crisis intervention training 
works to lower arrest rates ... but the biggest plus 
for us is liability prevention.”

Graduating Saugerties officers include Police 
Chief Joe Sinagra, Officer David Stoutenburg and 
Dispatcher Vera White.

“A lot of it is taking information back to your 
agency,” said White. “One of the biggest things is 
information-sharing, trying to fit [that information] 

where it’s needs to be. [Mentally ill people interact-
ing with law enforcement] talk to the dispatcher, 
they talk to the responding officer and they talk to 
hospital staff. It’s about finding the right place and 
piece for that person, where they need to be — ev-
ery cog in that wheel is trying to find it collectively 
together. It’s a different piece in every puzzle we get.”

Fourteen of 35 total Saugerties police personnel 
have now received CIT training; Sinagra is the first 
police chief in the county, he said, to graduate from 
the program.

“If law enforcement officers can understand and 
identify mental illness, we will drastically reduce 
the amount of physical force used,” said Sinagra. 
“As opposed to assuming that someone is being de-
fiant, we have insight to see whether or not there’s 
an underlying mental illness or someone on drugs. 
Because our mental health system is broken in this 
country, it’s imperative that law enforcement officers 
to receive this training.”

Sinagra said that the department aims to certify 
all its officers in CIT — “I don’t want us to just take 
[some members of the] department and certify them 
— we don’t want to roll the dice.”

Croizer said of all of the special train-

ing and certification programs offered to police in 
the county, CIT training is “the most underrepre-
sented.” He said that through the course of the train-
ing, officers are faced with hypothetical situations 
and instructed on how to properly navigate them 
— vignettes including suicidal subjects, people with 
schizophrenia or people with developmental dis-
abilities.

Among subjects covered in the curriculum 
(which, according to Dutchess and Putnam program 
director Steve Miccio, hasn’t changed much since the 
first training took place in 1987)  are the difference 
between mental illness and intellectual disabilities, 
common myths about mental illness, a review of 
resources available to mentally ill and emotionally 
distraught subjects that officers can divert them to, 
non-abrasive body language, scripts to employ in 
trying situations and breathing exercises that cops 
can share with those they encounter.

According to the course literature, 61 percent of 
Americans think that “people with schizophrenia 
are a danger to others”; however, individuals with 
serious mental illness are only responsible for 3.5 
percent of violent acts recorded nationally but make 
up 25 percent of those victimized. Seventy percent 
of youths in juvenile detention and 17 percent of 
inmates at booking nationally suffer from mental 
illnesses — staggering numbers as mental illness 
affects 4 percent of the total population.

– Christina Coulter

christina coulter
From left, Saugerties police Capt. Steven Filak, Chief Joe Sinagra, Dispatcher Vera White and Offi  cer David 
Stoutenburg. 

Kuhn faces trial 
for DWI crash
John Tyler Kuhn, 35, was behind the 

wheel of a 2012 Mercedes-Benz C30 the morning 
of Jan. 6 when it left Route 32 in Saugerties, rolled 
several times and struck a tree, causing severe inju-
ries to two passengers. Now, he faces up to 15 years 
in prison.

Yesterday, Kuhn was arraigned in Ulster County 
Court on an indictment charging him with aggra-
vated vehicular assault, two counts of second-degree 
assault and two counts of drunken driving. Kuhn has 
been remanded to the Ulster County Jail.

The indictment alleges that Kuhn drove recklessly 
while intoxicated, and that his recklessness resulted 
in serious physical injury to two or more people. (A 
fourth passenger was treated for minor injuries.) ●

Carnright’s out
DA says he won’t run for a fourth term

District Attorney Holley Carnright an-

nounced Wednesday, Feb. 6 that he would not seek 
a fourth four year term in office. Instead, the long-
serving DA has endorsed his chief assistant, Michael 
J. Kavanagh to succeed him.

“I have 
known for 
many years 
a day would 
come when, 
if I am lucky, 
I’ll reach a 
point where 
I am offered 
a choice to 
select a dif-
ferent path,” 
Carnright 
wrote in a 
press re-
lease. “I have reached that point and look forward 
to new challenges that await me after the conclusion 
of my term.”

Carnright, 65, has served as Ulster County’s 
district attorney since 2008. He was most recently 
re-elected in 2015, running on the Republican, Con-
servative and Independence party lines. During his 
tenure, Carnright has committed resources to com-
bating domestic violence, beefed up the office’s in-
vestigative arm and helped establish the countywide 
Ulster Regional Gang Enforcement Narcotics Team. 
In the press release, Carnright praised the team of 
assistants and investigators he had assembled as 
“champions of justice” who would continue to zeal-
ously prosecute wrongdoers while protecting the 
rights of all citizens.

In his statement, Carnright expressed hope that 
Kavanagh, who has served as chief assistant district 
Attorney for four years, would enter the race to suc-
ceed him in office. Kavanagh is the son of former 
Ulster County DA and state Supreme Court judge 
E. Michael Kavanagh. So far, the only candidate to 
enter the DA’s race is Kingston trial attorney Dave 
Clegg. Clegg, who ran unsuccessfully in last year’s 
Democratic primary for the 19th Congressional Dis-
trict, is running as a reformer and has pledged to 
bring principles of restorative justice and a focus on 
rehabilitation to the DA’s job.

– Jesse J. Smith

District Attorney Holley Carnright
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Polling machines
continued from page 1

tus said. With extended early voting set to begin in 
the state in November, and with early voting for next 
year’s presidential primaries the election landscape 
was already crowded enough, according to Dittus. 
“It’s something we cannot take on the burden of 
along with a full-scale general election in nine dif-
ferent sections of the county. With the change in 
the schedule for our elections to June, the school 
elections in May, this is the true crux of it. It’s im-
possible for us to facilitate their elections while also 
being the board of elections that’s responsible for 
holding a primary a few weeks later.”

“We’re an office of twelve people,” said Dittus. 
“We just don’t have the manpower for it.” 

The budget vote and school-board elections in 
Saugerties are scheduled to take place at the four el-
ementary schools on May 21 from 6 a.m. until 9 p.m. 

Interim schools superintendent Lawrence Mau-
tone said the district was weighing its options. “Sau-
gerties was informed by the Ulster County board 
of elections that we would no longer be able to use 
the voting machines as we have in years past,” said 
Mautone. “As a result, the district is currently ex-
ploring and looking to see what other options are 
available to us.”

The next meeting of the school board is sched-

uled for 6:30 p.m. next Tuesday, February 12 in the 
high school media center.

In Kingston, school officials are considering scal-
ing back the number of polling places. The optical 
scanning systems Kingston uses employ a scanner 
to read marked paper ballots and tally the results. 
Kingston superintendent Paul Padalino has said 
each polling machine the district would purchase 
would cost about $15,000. 

Dittus conceded that school districts still wres-
tling with what they’ll do ahead of May’s budget 
vote felt they were being blindsided. She disagreed. 

“That’s disingenuous, I will have to say,” she 
said. “We did let them know in the fall, which has 
given them lots of months to prepare.” The county 
provided lists of vendors. “I think that they’ve been 
dragging their feet hoping we’d change our minds, 
and so they’re not preparing for what is coming,” 
she said. “It’s very foolhardy for them to think that 
this is going to reverse all of a sudden.”

One solution Dittus suggested was to coordinate 
school district elections and municipal elections 
like library and fire district votes with other polling 
efforts. In addition to the benefit of shared services, 
Dittus said, school districts would likely see a sig-
nificant increase in voter turnout. 

‘I would like to see them all shifted to November 
when everybody is conditioned to go vote,” she said. 
“Our ballots have the capacity to have all of these 
budgets and referendums on our ballots. I think 
it would be better for voters to have it all done at 
once. You see it in their numbers. They have hor-

rible voter turnout. It’s worse than even our lowest 
primary elections, just a few years ago. In Ulster, 
people are voting more, and that’s a great thing. But 
in their [school district] elections you just don’t see 
that trend.”

Dittus said that some districts have broached the 
idea of disallowing the board of elections to hold 
other elections in school buildings. 

She thought that was unlikely to happen. “That 
would take them getting election law amended, be-
cause election law states that if a board of elections 
needs to use a school as a poll site, we can,” she 
said. “The school district has to provide us space.”
In some places there are no other options, she said. 
“For example, up in Saugerties we use the Grant D. 
Morse school, and they were giving us considerable 
pushback because they had security concerns with 
all of the school shootings that were happening, and 
they had a local issue where it looked like someone 
was planning a shooting. For some election districts, 
there is no alternate that is handicapped accessible, 
one of our requirements. We are using that piece 
of the law saying that we need to use the school. 
We have provided in the past, and will continue to 
provide, a sheriff ’s presence, so there are sheriff ’s 
deputies on the scene. I think the shift in the cal-
endar away from September to June will make it 
easier for the schools.”

The state’s primary voting day, June 25, coincides 
with the final day of Regents Exam testing. 

 – Crispin Kott

The Saugerties school district 
will be presenting a series of five 
monthly community outreach fo-
rums on a wide range of topics. The 
first one will be next Monday, Janu-

ary 28 at 7 p.m. at an as-yet unannounced location 
at the high school. 

The initial forum is entitled “Dating 101: Let’s 
Have the Talk.” “It’s how to talk to your teen about 
dating, teen dating, violence, abuse, making good 
choices,” said Dr. Darlene Westinghouse, the school 
district’s assistant superintendent of curriculum, 
instruction, assessment and data. 

Westinghouse mentioned both the media center 
and the auditorium as location possibilities. “It’s hard 
to get parents to come out. If we got 50 I would be 
over the moon. That would be great. I’d like to get 
100.”

According to Westinghouse, parents are the tar-
get audience for the forums, which are free and open 
to the public. “We want to have communication with 
parents and help them,” she said. “And we’re in the 
business of educating, and we want to use that for 
the whole community and not just the students.”

The forums are an opportunity to reach out to 
our parents and the Saugerties community on issues, 
Westinghouse said in a press release. “We are looking 
to give parents as much information as possible to 
help strengthen the partnerships between schools, 
families, students, and the community at large.”

Teen topics
School district hopes to involve parents 
in discussing youth issues

According to the 
federal Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, millions 
of teenagers each year 
are involved in abusive 
dating relationships 
without realizing it. 
Members of a local 
family and child ad-
vocacy center led by 
community educator 
and trauma therapist 
Jill Aguanno will detail the signs of an unhealthy 
relationship. They will offer skill-building exercises 
designed to encourage healthy decision-making. Par-
ents will be provided with tips on how to speak to 
their teenagers about this sensitive subject. 

“After the presentation, they’re going to know 
what the intimate partner violence abuse continuum 
is and how to recognize it,” predicted Westinghouse. 
A pitch from Aguanno won her over on hosting the 
forum, she said. “She was saying that a lot of sexual 
abuse happens in dating, and kids don’t even know 
what it is. They don’t recognize it.”

The community outreach series, Get LINC’ed 
(Learning, Inspiring, Networking & Community), 
continues with a February 21 forum on family nutri-
tion led by Liz Westinghouse, a registered dietitian 
and Dr. Westinghouse’s daughter. 

“I had nothing to do with this,” said the assis-
tant superintendent. “She came and did some talks 
on our professional development day.” High school 
principal Thomas Averill felt that parents need to 
know these things.”

Westinghouse has written that modern nutrition 
can be confusing. People are unsure about whether 
carbs are good or bad, whether they should steer 
clear of food dyes. 

“What is the best way to give healthy foods to 
my children?” wrote Liz Westinghouse. “Come li-
sten to tips and tricks on cutting costs, finding tasty 
items, and helping to ensure that our children (and 
ourselves) can find a way to nourish our bodies 
without compromising nutrition or taste. We will 
go over healthful eating guides, including what to 
choose more often and what to choose less often, as 
well as putting it all together to come up with some 
easy meal ideas that even a picky eater would like.”

On March 25, author and speaker John Halligan 
will share “Ryan’s Story,” an account of his son’s sui-
cide after he was cyber-bullied. “I would love a lot of 
people from all over the county to come hear him,” 
said Dr. Westinghouse. “Parents need to see this.”

Childhood and adolescent anxiety will be the 
forum topic on April 25. Ricky Caliendo, a licensed 
mental-health counselor with a private practice 
in Albany, will speak. “That comes from so many 
kids having anxiety these days in the classroom,” 
explained Westinghouse. 

The harmful effects of vaping will be the topic of 
the final Get LINC’ed forum on an unspecified date 
in May. The event will seek to give parents an under-
standing of how vaping liquid nicotine and chemical 
additives can lead to addiction and poor health.

 – Crispin Kott

katieg93
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By Jesse J. Smith

L eaders of both major political 
parties are asking Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to nix a special election for county ex-
ecutive, calling the contest — which will 
occur just months before a general elec-

tion for the post — confusing, undemocratic and a 
waste of taxpayer money.

“This election will cost upwards of $300,000 and 
it means we could potentially have four different 
county executives in one year,” said Ulster County 
Democratic Committee Chairman Frank Cardinale 
on Monday, Feb. 4. “If someone can explain to me 
how that’s beneficial to the people of Ulster County, 
I’d love to hear it.”

The special election controversy comes in the 
wake of County Executive Mike Hein’s announce-
ment last month that he would step down to take 
a post as the state commissioner of the Office of 
Temporary and Disability Assistance. Hein, who has 
served as county executive since 2009, was up for 
re-election in November. A provision in the county 
charter requires that, in the event of a vacancy in the 
county executive’s office that occurs more than 180 
days prior to Election Day, a special election be held 
within 90 days. The 90-day countdown will begin as 
soon as Hein is confirmed by the state Senate and of-
ficially resigns his post. Hein’s chief of staff, attorney 
Adele Reiter, would then serve as county executive 
after his resignation and before the special election. 
The winner of the special election would then have to 
defend the seat in November’s general election. They 
may also have to defend their spot on the ballot in a 
June 25 primary. The dual elections are expected to 
cost county taxpayers about $300,000 each.

Bipartisan agreement
But the special election must be called by the gov-
ernor. Cardinale and his Republican counterpart, 
Roger Rascoe, have both requested that Cuomo 
simply not schedule it and allow the contest to take 
its course with a June primary and a November 
election.

“I’ve spoken with Frank Cardinale and we’re both 
on the same page with this,” said Ulster County Re-
publican Committee Chairman Rascoe on Monday. 
“[The special election] will cost a lot of money and 
there are all these different scenarios that could play 
out. I think it would better to just have one election 
in November.”

Besides concerns over the cost, Cardinale said 
he’s uncomfortable with the process of choosing 
candidates for the special election. Because of the 
compressed time frame, there will not be a primary 
to allow rank-and-file members to choose who will 
hold the party line. Instead, the candidate will be 
chosen by party committee members at conventions 
later this month. 

“[The committee] would choose the county ex-
ecutive [nominee] and I’m very uncomfortable with 
the process,” said Cardinale. “That decision should be 
in the hands of rank-and-file Democrats, all of them.”

Moran jumps in
So far, four Democrats have emerged as candidates 
to succeed Hein. They include Kingston business-
woman and recent state Senate Candidate Pat 
Courtney Strong, security tech entrepreneur and 
onetime 19th Congressional District candidate Pat 
Ryan, Deputy County Executive Marc Rider and for-
mer Woodstock town supervisor Jeff Moran. Thus 
far, no Republican has formally announced their 
candidacy; Rascoe said he would not discuss specific 
candidates pending the committee’s convention of 
February 23.

Moran, Woodstock supervisor from 2008-2011, 
announced his candidacy in an email Monday. “I 
feel strongly that our next county executive should 
have experience as an elected official — ideally as an 
executive rather than a legislator — with a strong 
background in personnel management, budget prep-

Jeff  Moran, the latest Dem candidate for county 
executive.

Party chairs want Cuomo to call off 
special election
If governor complies, county exec race can proceed directly to June primaries

aration, and union negotiations in — again, ideally 
— both the public and private sectors,” Moran wrote. 
“I believe that I meet those criteria, and I have both 
the time and the inclination to pursue the office.”

Quigley’s out
One name that will not be on the ballot in November 
is that of Town of Ulster Supervisor James Quigley 
III. Quigley has held the town supervisor’s office 
for a decade and is widely seen as the most viable 
Republican candidate for countywide office. But 
on Tuesday, Quigley expressed pessimism about 
Republican chances of winning any countywide seat 
and anger at Democrats for “putting politics ahead 
of progress” and failing to recruit candidates with 
the experience to effectively guide the county.

“[Democrats] are going to be the governing party 
in Ulster County for every county office going for-
ward,” said Quigley. “Because of the demographics.”

Quigley said he had been contacted by Demo-
crats concerned with the party’s current crop of can-
didates, who urged him to enter the race. Quigley, 
meanwhile offered his own scathing assessment of 
the Democratic field.

“You’ve got two retreads who failed to be elected 
to higher office and who think they’re qualified to be 
county executive and a guy who has worked in county 
government, but hasn’t even been there long enough 
to get through his probationary period.”

Out on the trail
In the teeth of a blustery snowstorm on Jan. 30, the 
Olive Democratic Committee hosted Rider, Ryan 
and Strong at a forum which drew about 15 people. 
(A Super Bowl Sunday gathering at Gardiner Town 
Hall drew over 50.) Mark Rider of the Town of Ul-
ster, who has been a part of Mike Hein’s administra-
tion since 2013 as the director of purchasing and 
more recently the deputy county executive, boiled 
his platform down to lowering the burden of county 
taxes, finding solutions to the opioid crisis, keep-
ing Ulster County affordable for its residents in the 
wake of gentrification and lessening the impact of 
generational poverty on residents. “If there’s a spe-
cial election, whoever the Democrats choose to be 
our candidate will sit down in June and spend the 
next four months drawing up a budget,” said Rider. 
“I feel like I am equipped to do so — I have the ex-
perience to do so.”

Rider spoke of advancing existing county proj-
ects, such as the Ulster County Restorative Justice 
and Community Empowerment Center, which 
currently only serves youths 17 and under. He also 
spoke of fleshing out the Brighter Future Initiative, 
a program that will allot $4 million over five years 
toward a multi-faceted approach to breaking the 
pattern of poverty for Ulster County families. He said 
he would follow the lead of the state, implement-
ing a 10 percent contract-awarding goal to minor-
ity and/or women owned businesses for all county 
projects, and that he would pursue the creation of 
low-income housing, possibly using the site of the 
old Ulster County Jail. In the same vein he spoke 

of expanding the curriculum of Ulster BOCES and 
working with their office of employment and train-
ing in an attempt to get county residents into high-
paying government jobs. “Our UCAT bus system 
and Adirondack Trailways — they cannot find bus 
mechanics so they go out of the county,” said Rider. 
“It could go to a county resident, but we don’t have 
the training here right now. The position pays around 
$80,000 per year.”

Rider also suggested creating a fund to help pay 
the legal fees of residents facing foreclosures, which 
he said is a practice already used for the county’s el-
derly. On some matters outside of the purview of the 
executive, Rider said that he would be an advocate 
on the county’s behalf . He said that he planned to 
push for the state to take over all funding for lo-
cal school districts and work for more broadband 
throughout the county. Rider also spoke of his broth-
ers who fought with heroin addiction, and said that 
“we shouldn’t jail our way through this crisis.”

Ryan of Gardiner, a former Army officer and tech 
executive who was one of the six runners-up for the 
Democratic line for Congress last year, also spoke of 
his family. He said his cousin, one of 19, was able to 
sign up for classes at the Kingston Center of SUNY 
Ulster after struggling and ultimately dropping out 
of high school. 

“She didn’t say it exactly in these words but [she 
said], ‘I feel like I have a path forward now,’” said 
Ryan. “Mike [Hein] and a whole coalition of others 
including not-for-profits and the state [raised] $8 
million to build that project. At least for my cousin, 
it fundamentally changed her pathway in life — that 
is what someone in this 

The Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC) has released for public comment a proposed amendment to the 
FFY 2017-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and 

Draft SFY 2019/20 Uni ied Planning Work Program (UPWP). 

Resolution 2019-01—SFY 2019/20 Uni ied Planning Work Program 

Resolution 2019-02—Creation of new PINs 876216 and 876217: BridgeNY projects in the towns of Woodstock and Shandaken  

Details regarding the proposed amendment and the Draft UPWP can be viewed at the Council’s of ice (address below) and are available at: 

http://ulstercountyny.gov/transportation-council 

Written comments may be sent to the Ulster County Transportation Council, c/o Brian Slack, 244 Fair Street, PO Box 1800, Kingston, NY 12402-1800 
or emailed to bsla@co.ulster.ny.us  The public comment period ends Thursday February 21st  2019 at 5:00pm 

The UCTC Policy Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday February 26th, 2019 at 10:00 am in Room M-15 at the Rondout Municipal Center (Joint 
Marbletown/Rosendale Town Hall), 1915 Lucas Avenue, Cottekill, NY to discuss public comments received and consider adopting the proposed Draft 

SFY 2019 UPWP and proposed TIP amendment.  All UCTC meetings begin with an open call for public comment. 

For additional information , please Call Dennis Doyle at (845) 340-3340 

P U B L I C   N O T I C E 
Ulster County Transportation Council 

Michael P. Hein,  
County Executive 

 Chairman 

Continued on page 6



6  •  Feb.  7,  2019   saugerties times

job of county executive [can do], that is the kind of 
impact you can have.”

Ryan also spoke of a “Green New Deal” on a coun-
ty level, which would use a shift to renewable energy 
sources to create jobs, Once the head of a “tech com-
pany that employed 150,” Ryan had a few bright ideas 
for telecommunications improvements that could be 
implemented — he wants online services that would 
allow Ulsterites to be as up-to-date as possible with 
county considerations and developments. Ryan also 
talked of bolstering local eligibility for high-paying 
trade positions so that companies coming to the 
county wouldn’t need to recruit elsewhere.

Pat Strong, who also had an unsuccessful run 
at a seat on the State Senate last year, was initially 
a reporter and editor with the Daily Freeman and
founded the local group the Business Alliance of 
Kingston. She cited her experience as a business 
owner and consultant in the environmental and 
green energy fields as a strength. Most recently in her 
environmentally-friendly track record, Strong said, 
[her business] guided 24 municipalities to switch 
entirely to LED street lighting. Strong is for a Green 
New Deal: “[The executive’s office has] an exemplary 
Department of the Environment — they are a ball 
of fire. Because I work at the state level, I know all 
the programs that they’re participating in,” she said. 
“The state is raising the bar so that municipalities 
and counties are challenged to reduce their carbon 
footprint. We need to continue in that direction, but 
the next step has to be connected to the economy, 
to creating jobs.”

Bemoaning the number of people lost to gentri-
fication and a rising cost of living in Ulster County, 
Strong suggested a land bank to help first-time 
homeowners and lower-income residents: “We can 
do [it] countywide — take derelict properties, clear 
the title which is preventing their sale, and then the 
county can offer them for sale again … and make it 
specific so that you have to be a first-time homebuyer 
or of low income. ... We can’t keep saying [about ris-
ing housing costs], ‘This is inevitable — Brooklyn 
is coming.’”

To remedy opioid crisis, Strong suggested that the 
county provide recovery coaches to those who just 
survived an overdose, recently recovered addicts and 
those leaving prison. Strong offered the innovative 
idea of governmentally-supported home care for the 
disabled and elderly: “It’s frankly, a dead end job 
now, we don’t train people for it and they don’t get 
paid well — that’s just a failure of imagination. We 
can professionalize it, create stackable certificates. 
The legislature is looking to provide support to that 
industry.”

With additional reporting by Christina Coulter

County exec race
continued from page 5

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities
It always feels like a 

vacation here at MVM!
Move-In Special, 

$1000 off your first month!
Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

From 
the shop 
to the TV
Saugerties barber launches 
acting career with role on 
Blue Bloods

A longstanding fondness for gang-
ster movies and a knack for doing sharp 
impressions of celebrities landed a Sau-
gerties master barber his first acting gig 
this month.

Derek Henriksen, 23, made his-small screen de-
but on Feb. 1, appearing as a murderer nabbed by 
detectives after a tip-off from a psychic on CBS’ cop 
drama Blue Bloods.

“I would rather play the bad guy, I think, It’s a 
little more interesting, you have a lot more colors to 
the character,” said Henriksen, whose day job is at 

Union Shave on Partition Street. “You can be a good 
bad guy or a real bad guy. I think I have the image of 
being more of a bad guy than a Clark Kent, but I’d 
do both. I’m sure that people would pick Goodfellas
over Superman any day of the week.”

Henriksen dropped out of Saugerties High in 
10th grade before getting a GED and returning to 
play football. He said that his sister’s fatal overdose 
in 2014, “showed me that life was short,” and drove 
him to pursue his acting aspirations.

“I was on a bad path for a little bit, and once this 
happened it was really a punch in the face,” he said.

Henriksen said he realized he was meant to act 
after perfecting a wide array of celebrity imperson-
ations, echoing distinctive actors like Jim Carrey and 
Robert De Niro — “I always thought, ‘I could do that 
s--t.’” He started taking acting classes to that end at 
Herbert Berghoff Studios in Manhattan two years 
ago, landing himself an audience with Vincent Pas-
tore, known for his role on The Sopranos as mobster 
Salvatore “Big Pussy” Bonpensiero.

“I really like the mobster-style stuff and I thought 
we’d really connect. We did, and he’s definitely in-
troduced me to a lot of people,” said Henriksen. “It’s 
all about networking and connecting with certain 
people that you’re going to know. Once the door’s 
open, you have to push like crazy.” 

 Before this big break, Henriksen had only ap-

peared in a locally-aired commercial for Puroclean 
disaster specialists, playing a restaurant owner that 
could be mistaken for a mafioso. Pastore ultimately 
got Henriksen an audition for the CBS bit role — 
Henriksen said he “won them over with [his] Chris-
topher Walken impression.”

“It was pretty surreal,” said Henriksen of working 
alongside actor Donnie Wahlberg in Blue Bloods. “I 
do a voice impression of his brother — I was going 
to do it, but I don’t know, they were all serious and 
everything.”

Although the barber/actor was onscreen for 
only a few minutes, he said filming took two days, 
with one 10-hour session and another lasting three 
hours. Although the scene involved a careening car 
chase, the fishtailing was left to stunt men. A car 
was destroyed in the process of the shoot — Hen-
riksen said a half-hour of his time in front of the 
camera was spent playing dead with a locket in his 
outstretched hand, slumped over the steering wheel 
and surrounded by fake shattered glass.

“Derek has a very bright future, he’s very talent-
ed early on in his career, and as long as he keeps a 
level head throughout, I don’t see why he won’t be 
a household name in the coming years,” said Xavier 
Scott, another barber on the Union Shave team.

The 45-minute long episode, “Ripple Effect,” can 
be viewed for free at www.cbs.com/blue-bloods

– Christina Coulter

photo provided
Derek Henriksen takes an on-set selfi e with Donnie Wahlberg.
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Water 
weeding
Trustee Don Hackett wants to 
eradicate what’s choking the 
Esopus Creek 

W ould a mechanized weed 
cutter keep the Esopus Creek 
clear of water chestnuts?

Water chestnuts, a local 
species unrelated to the ori-

ental delicacy, have been overwhelming a large sec-
tion of the Esopus Creek, especially the area where 
the creek widens opposite the village beach. The 
green mass covers a wide swath of the creek, making 
boating and swimming in those areas impossible. 
Much of the weed cover is near Esopus Bend Nature 
Preserve.

Saugerties village trustee Donald Hackett sug-
gested at the village board meeting on February 4 
that machines could do the job of eradicating the 
pests more quickly and efficiently that the hand-
cutting by volunteers, as is done now.

These machines aren’t cheap. The one Hackett 
recommended, the Eco-Harvester, which pulls the 
weeds out by the roots rather than cutting them off, 
costs $76,000. Pulling the weeds up rather than cut-
ting them means they don’t have the root structure 
to reappear the following year.

A less expensive machine which cuts the weeds 
about four feet down could be obtained a bit less. 
Since the weeds would grow back, the job must be 
done from scratch each year. That machine, which 
sells for around $69,000, is amphibious, which 
means it can also do some work on land.

“I did happen to talk to a guy that owns one of 
those, up in the Finger Lakes,” said Hackett. “I called 
him; he said he loves his machine, but he doesn’t use 
it just for water chestnuts. He said he would be glad 
to come down in spring and maybe run his machine 
in our creek to see how we like it. So I’ll try to keep 
in contact with him.”

Hackett said he has talked with village project 
manager Alex Wade about possible grants to pay 
for the machine. “I read about a grant from the DEC 
[Department of Environmental Conservation], and 
I contacted Alex, and Alex made some phone calls. 
The grant is for municipalities and waterways, but 
unfortunately the grant is mainly for dealing with 
climate change and to stop flooding. So it doesn’t 
meet our needs for this. Alex is going to keep looking 
for different grants.”

Esopus Creek.

“Maybe you could say this [the weed growth] 
is part of climate change,” mayor Bill Murphy sug-
gested.  

“Alex said that twelve years ago they tried a simi-
lar grant, and it failed, but he will keep looking with 
the DEC and other areas for a grant,” Hackett said. 
“This is definitely what we need. We don’t want to 
add chemicals. I’m not into the idea of chemicals, 
because it’s going down into the Hudson and people 
are using the water down there.” The comment drew 
expressions of agreement from the board.

“This is the way I think we should be going, and 
if we partner with the town we may be able to ac-
complish that,” Hackett said.

“For an extra ten grand, it would make sense to 
get the one that pulls them out by the roots,” Mur-
phy said. 

Trustee Jeanine Mayer said she had heard the 
Town of Esopus had bought a similar machine for 
about $100,000. Hackett said Esopus had purchased 
the machine in used condition. It is of the type that 
cuts the weeds, rather than pulling them.

Reached after the meeting, Hackett said he had 
spoken to town supervisor Fred Costello, who ap-
peared interested in discussing the idea further. “I 
looked this up on my own,” said Hackett. “I have been 
looking into this for the past few years. We should 
be coordinating with the town.”

While the village beach is under the village’s ju-
risdiction, areas across the creek from the village on 
town-owned land would benefit from a weed-free 
shoreline, Hackett said.

The Esopus Creek is “a big tourism advantage for 
the village and the town,” Hackett said. He compared 
it to a lake in the Adirondacks where he and his 
family vacation and where there are a substantial 
number of tourists.

 – David Gordon

An Open Invitation to Be Part of Something Special

The pace of life seems to be ever accelerating. Dis-
tractions exist everywhere. When was the last 
time you hit the pause button and took some 

time for quiet contemplation or meditation? Are you 
worried about all the crazy things our kids are exposed 
to? Are you seeking other activities that will expose 
them to the value of giving and serving others and the 
joyous satisfaction of doing so?

I am inviting you to see what Saint John’s may have 
to address these very concerns. The extent of how in-
volved you choose to be is an individual decision. 

Perhaps you only want to take advantage of our beauti-
ful outdoor Grotto, pictured in the lower left-hand cor-
ner of this invitation, for peaceful and quiet meditation. 
Our Grotto is lit year round so it is available for your use 
24 x 7 whenever you need some quiet contemplation 
time for yourself.

Perhaps you want to expose your child to the good feel-
ing derived from community service. Our Community 
Outreach provides plenty of opportunities. You or your 
child can participate in:

• Preparing holiday food baskets for families in need
• Serving food in the Daily Bread Soup Kitchen or 

helping to staff or stock the Good Neighbor Food 
Pantry

• Collecting backpacks and supplies for local school children
• Supporting our community blood drives
• Collecting items for the ASPCA
• Raising money for Ulster County Veterans Service, Midway House of Kingston and Family of 

Woodstock

Perhaps you want to join our chorus. The acoustics in 
our Sanctuary are extraordinary.

Perhaps you are part of a music group and want to give 
a performance at one of our upcoming Concerts. You 
will not only have the satisfaction of performing in a 
wonderful acoustic space but also earn some money for 
yourself and the Church.

Perhaps you want your child to start religious education. 
We offer a full program from K-9 preparing your child 
for communion and then confirmation.

Perhaps you have a background in children/teen devel-
opment and want to help us develop meaningful activi-
ties for this important part of our community.

Perhaps you may want to share a talent you have, i.e. 
coaching a sport, arts & crafts, music, cooking, etc. for a 
summer camp program.

Perhaps you are looking for some low cost family fun. 
Our upcoming Family movie nights might be the ticket.

Of course, our hope is that after giving Saint John’s a try, 
you will want to become an active member in our com-
munity. While we are very proud of our beautiful Sanc-
tuary, Outdoor Grotto, and our beautiful campus, we are 
most proud of the wonderful members of our Parish that 
make Saint John’s a loving and caring community.

Please come visit and become part of something special!

Father George Hommel
Saint John’s Parish
12 Holly Hills Drive, West Hurley-Woodstock
845-679-7696 • Website: sjwoodstock.org

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER
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AUCTION
7578 N. Broadway, Red Hook, NY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH 2019
AUCTION — 5:30 PM

PREVIEW FRI., 3–8PM & SAT. 3–5:30PM
SELLING THE CONTENTS FROM SEVERAL HUDSON VALLEY ESTATES

HIGHLIGHT OF SELECT QUALITY MDSE: FURN: Hepplewhite, 
Sheraton, Empire, Regency, Vict, Prim, Oak, MidCentury, Contemp, Asian, 
Artist, Flat Files, Etc…  VEHICLES/MACHINERY: 2002 Lexus ES300, 
Ferris 3000 Zero Turn Mower, John Deere 790 Tractor W/655 Tiller & Other 
Accessories, 9’ York Rake, “Red Master Harrow” Arena Drag, Danuser Auger, 
Thrasher, Roller & Other Farm Related Implements, Etc… SMALLS: China; 
93pcs Sango “Royalty”, 34pc Dansk “France”, 49pc Fitz & Floyd “Renaissance” 

Dinner Services, Limoges 19pc Dessert Set, 19thC Old Paris 13” Scenic Urn, 11 Wedgewood Corinthian Cotswold Plates, 
21pc, Limoges Dessert Set, Etc... Coll Cut Glass Bowls, Decanters, Pitchers, Etc, Cartier Crystal Ice Bucket, Ralph Lauren 
Crystal, Coll. Paperweights; Cristal D’ Albert + Saint Louis Sulfide Busts, Contemps, Etc…  CLOCKS: 19thC 3pc Fr Porcelain 
Mantel Clock W/Bronze & Cloissone Mounts Sgnd Petit 10.5”H x 9.25”W x 4”D W/Pr Candlestick Garnitures, Empire 
Mahog Pillar & Scroll Clock 33”H x 18”W, 19thC Gieves Grain Ptd Tin Box W/Epaulettes & Naval Hat Complete, Tea & 
Sewing Boxes, Etc…  LIGHTING: Stuent Lamps, 18thC Brass Candlesticks, Vict White Over Red Case Glass Embossed 
Rose Font & Shade Oil Lamp, Crystal Candleabra, 60’s Chrome & Glass Tube Chandelier, Etc… Hobby Horse, Bronze 
Horse Sculpture, Weathervane Copper Trotting Horse, Rosewood & Brass Trim Tools, Purses Incl Louis Vuitton, Coach 
Vogini, Ny&Co, Etc… COLL DOLLS: Simon Halbrig, Bisque Dream Baby, AM Dream Baby, Heubach Kopplesdorf #320 
Baby, Etc…  Steins, Cameras, Musical Instruments, Etc, Etc, Etc… ARTWORK: 19thC O/C Equestrian 25.25” x 30”, O/C 
Horses At Eldo Sgnd W. Farley 25” x 30”, 19thC O/C Landscape 18.25” x 23.75”, 19thC O/B Prim Landscape W/Indians 
19.5” x 24”, 4 19thC Lg Folio Hand Colored Equestrian Engr John Harris; Newminster, West Australian, Stockwell & 
Irish Birdcatcher 20.75”x25.5”, 1890 Hand Colored Equestrian Engr 19.25”x27.25”, 19thC O/C Classical Allegorical Scene 
33”x47”, Pr 1756 Hand Colored Equestrian Engr; The Portraiture Of White Nofe & Lamprey, O/C Sailboat On The Hudson 
Sgnd Bayard H Tyler, Remainder Of Unframed Artwork / Ink Washes / Acrylics / Etc by Ancil Chasteen, Etc…  RUGS: 
Oriental Room Size, Runners, & Scatters, Etc… 
THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING! For more info visit us at www.georgecoleauctions.com  or call (845) 758-9114.
DIRECTIONS:  Just N. of the CVS On Rte. 9 In Red Hook, NY 12571.  
(¼ Mile N. of Intersection w/Rte. 199)
AUCTIONEERS & APPRAISERS: George W. Cole, Robin B. Mizerak  
and Elmer LeSuer.
TERMS: Cash or known check 18.8% buyer’s premium, 3.8% discount for cash or known check.  
In order to start auction on time, cut-off time for absentee & phone bid placement is ½ hr prior to 
announced auction start time. 

SMALL OR LARGE
ESTATES LIQUIDATED www.georgecoleauctions.com

Empire Sofa

T he Saugerties 
High varsity 
boys’ basketball 
team is 5-12 on 
the season. Even 

if the team is not on the cusp 
of greatness, it’s certainly has 
the stuff for a winning record. 
That was true even before the 
heralded return of freshman 
phenom Dior Johnson, and 
it’s been doubly true since.

Despite the team’s best ef-
forts and late game heroics, 
the wins have been few and 
far between for the Sawyers. 
But even with the playoffs 
long since out of reach, coach 
Mike Tiano’s squad has gen-
erally not been outmatched or 
outgunned. Until Tuesday night, that is. 

The Sawyers hosted Marlboro on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 5, and suffered their worst loss of the season, 
routed by a 73-32 score. The Dukes proved unstop-

pable up and down the roster, with 14 players scor-
ing against the beleaguered home side, which was 
playing without Johnson for the first time since his 
return in December. 

Liam Schoonmaker led the Sawyers with 16 
points, accounting for half his team’s offense. Jer-
emiah Brown added nine points in the loss. 

Sam Mongelli led all scorers for Marlboro with 
24, half of which came from three-point range. Alex 
Grexechowski and A.J. Musacchio added ten points 
each for the winning side. 

 “Marlboro is a very good, fundamentally sound 
team,” said Tiano. “Their coach, Mike Koehler, does 
a great job with them year after year, getting them 
to play hard defense. And they’re led by a kid [Mon-
gelli] for whom basketball is probably his third best 
sport, and that just shows how good an athlete the 

Wait until next year
Sawyer hoopsters look forward to a more successful season

kid is.”
If Tuesday’s loss saw the Sawyers at their least suc-

cessful, a 57-55 overtime loss at New Paltz on Friday 
night saw them approaching their best. The differ-
ence for Saugerties, inevitably, was Johnson. But the 
difference for the Huguenots was Axel Rodriguez. Ro-
driguez poured in 29 points for New Paltz, hitting the 
career 1000-point threshold less than a minute into 
the game on a three-point shot from the right corner. 
Johnson led all scorers with 32 points, seven of which 
came in overtime, including a free throw with 9.2 
seconds left to knot the game at 55-55. But Rodri-
guez, alas for Saugerties, had the final word, nailing 
both free throws after being fouled on the ensuing 
play. The game ended with the Sawyers failing to 
receive an inbound pass. 

Ryan Whitaker scored ten for Saugerties in the 
loss, which saw the Huguenots sweep the season 
series between the rivals. 

“New Paltz is in the top tier of our section,” said 
Tiano. “We’ve been battling them the last couple of 
years. We played one of our better games last Friday 
night, and that was enjoyable to see. We came out 
underneath, but that happens in games, and the kids 
learn from that. It’s something that these kids will 
appreciate later on in life.”

Though the Sawyers have three games remain-
ing in their 2018-19 campaign, the loss at New Paltz 
knocked them out of the playoff hunt. Had they won 
that game, Saugerties would have had to go on a win-
ning streak for the remainder of the regular season 
slate to qualify. 

Instead, Tiano will seek to develop some of his 
younger players alongside his veterans. “I’m looking 
for the underclassmen I brought up to gain some 
experience,” the coach said. “I’m not taking anything 
away from the seniors. They’re still all going to play, 
they’re going to get minutes. But I really want to see 
this core nucleus of kids that are coming back next 
year work to get better. I want to show that next year 
we’ll be back in a position to be competing for our 
league and in our section.”

Wait ‘til next year.
The Sawyers hit the road against league opponent 

Highland this Friday, February 8, followed three 
days later by a visit to non-league O’Neil. A crossover 
game, likely at home and likely against Rondout, is 
also planned, but as of press time no date has been 
confirmed. 

The question on the minds of many of the Saw-
yer faithful will be whether Johnson will return for 
his sophomore season. Or will he take his talents 
elsewhere? For what it’s worth, Tiano doesn’t have 
an answer. 

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239
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“With a kid of his caliber and his ability, there’s 
always going to be schools that are trying to take 
him,” said Tiano. “He’s got to figure out what’s best 
for himself and what he wants to do, where he wants 
to be, and where he wants to end up. Obviously he’s 
got aspirations of playing major college basketball 
and beyond that. Is it going to come from Saugerties 
or someplace else? It’s just a matter of finding the 
best fit for him.”

Johnson played two varsity seasons as a Sawyer 
before accepting an offer to play at the IMG Academy 
in Bradenton, Florida for his freshman season. But 
his stay in Florida was brief, and following an injury 
Johnson announced a return to Saugerties, where 
he’d had great success in the past. It’s fair to say that 
things haven’t gone as hoped for since he returned. 

In Tuesday’s loss to Marlboro, Johnson didn’t 
play. “It was my decision to keep him out last night,” 
explained Tiano on Wednesday. “Just leaving it at 
that.”

Tiano dismissed the notion of a rift between the 
two. He said he’d help Johnson figure out his next 
move, whether the talented player stays in Saugerties 
or decides to play and study elsewhere next season. 

“Me and him are very close,” Tiano said. “We talk 
frequently. He comes to me for advice. I was involved 
with the last process, I’m involved now. It’s just a 
matter of finding the right situation and figuring 
out what he wants to do.”

 – Crispin Kott

...It’s never too early to get your TAN ON!

CELEBRATING 2 YEARS! 
Call or Text for Our February Specials!

518-821-4483 • toniholland1956@gmail.com
27 Market St. • Saugerties, NY 12477

SunKissed Tanning

Dad-son pair deny murder charge
A father and son accused of murder and robbery in 
an alleged drug rip-off pleaded not guilty in Ulster 
county court on Jan. 24. Maurice Stansberry Sr., 
38, and Maurice Stansberry Jr., 18, appeared before 
county judge Donald Williams to enter their not-
guilty pleas. A third defendant, Kevin Gardener, 
18, also faces murder and robbery charges in the 
Dec. 1, 2018 incident that left Mark Lancaster, 38, 
of Kingston dead.

Police believe the incident occurred after the 
Stansberrys and Gardener met up with Lancast-
er and two other individuals for a marijuana deal 
at the Sawkill trailer park.  Prosecutors believe 
the deal involved about two ounces of marijuana. 
During the deal, cops believe, one of the three de-
fendants produced a handgun and robbed Lancaster 
and his companions. The suspects then fled in a car. 
Police believe Lancaster followed in his own vehicle. 
The chase ended at a spot near 341 Sawkill Road, 
where, police believe, one of the three alleged rob-
bers opened fire from inside the vehicle, striking 
Lancaster in the torso. He was pronounced dead 
at HealthAlliance of the Hudson Valley’s Broadway 

campus a short time later.
All three suspects were taken into custody within 

twelve hours of the shooting. Prosecutors have said 
that video from a dashboard camera of a vehicle on 
the scene captured the incident.

Prosecutors have not yet said who possessed the 
gun or who shot Lancaster. The Stansberrys and 
Gardener are charged under the state’s felony mur-
der statute, which allows for conviction on murder 
charges based on a defendant’s participation in a 
crime during which someone is killed, whether or 
not they actually carried out the murder. Stansberry 
Jr. is free on $200,000 bail and is back attending 
Kingston High School. At last week’s arraignment 
he pleaded not guilty to charges of second-degree 
murder and first-degree robbery. ●
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OPINION

WRITE US
1. Deadline is  5 p.m. Monday for that week’s edition. 
2. Email is preferred. Send Word file or text in the 

body of email to saugertiestimes@gmail.com with 
subject line “Letter to the Editor.” Do not send .pdf 
files.  If email is not possible, send to Ulster Publish-
ing’s main business office, 322 Wall St., Kingston 
ny, 12401.

3. Letters are sometimes edited for length.
4. All letters require a verifiable name, address and 

phone number. Only the name and town of origin 
will be printed. 

5. Be brief. Letters of 500 words may be cut down to 
size or not published. Exceptions made at editor’s 
discretion. Ideal length for a letter is under 300 
words. 

6. Libelous letters defaming individuals will not be 
printed. Better to make an argument to the point 
rather than the person. 

7. Please proofread before submitting. Post-deadline 
additions or corrections, when they are possible, are 
inconvenient for our production team. 

8. Bold, CAPS, “sarcastic quotes,” not permitted.  Ital-
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group, we will print group name in addition.
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LETTERS

For Strong
I am thrilled that Pat Courtney Strong is running to 
be our next County Executive.

I have known Pat for more than 20 years and 
have firsthand knowledge of her business skills, her 
wide experience working with local governments 
on alternative energy issues and, most importantly, 
her character.

As County executive, she will cost-effectively steer 
our county to even greater heights. I urge voters to 
visit her campaign web site, get involved and back 
a real winner; Pat Courtney Strong.

Glenn Gidaly
New Paltz

Ryan promises Green New Deal
Climate change is the biggest threat facing our plan-
et, and Ulster County can be a leader in fighting 
back. With the Trump administration gutting the 
Environmental Protection Agency and undermining 
key regulations like the Clean Power Plan, it’s up to 
our local government to act. 

That is why, as a Democratic candidate for County 
Executive, I’m calling for a Green New Deal in Ulster 
County. This is a game-changing set of policies that 
is gaining momentum on the national level, but we 
can’t wait for Congress to start solving this problem. 
We can be a leader in the state and in the country 
on this issue. As County Executive, this will be my 
#1 priority. 

What does a Green New Deal for Ulster County 
look like? As County Executive, I will immediately 
transition 100% of the county government’s energy 
production to renewable sources. I will create a 
Green Jobs Program in partnership with organiza-

tions like SUNY Ulster, Ulster BOCES, and local 
businesses to train residents with the skills to get 
jobs in alternative energy production. I will work 
to block dirty energy projects, including the Glide 
Path fracked-gas plant and achieve 100% Clean 
Power across the county by 2030. And I will create 
an Ulster County Climate Action Council, tasked 
with making the county carbon neutral by reducing 
emissions. 

Some might say that these goals are too aggres-
sive, but we simply cannot wait to act. Scientists 
recently reported that 2018 was the fourth warmest 
year on record, and without policies to address this 
crisis, we will likely see irreversible changes in many 
of our lifetimes. Ulster County is already a leader 
on this issue, and a model for other communities of 
how to both protect our environment and grow our 
economy. Let’s build on this momentum to fight back 
against climate change and create good-paying jobs 
right here in Ulster County.

Pat Ryan
Gardiner

Support Pat Courtney Strong
One candidate in the Ulster County Executive race 
has worked on climate change for more than a de-
cade, helping businesses and municipalities convert 
to alternative energy. One candidate has a proven 
track record of building consensus and bringing 
people of diverse backgrounds and opinions to the 
table to get things done. One candidate has co-
founded the Business Alliance of Kingston and the 
Made In Kingston arts expo to help revitalize the 
city and create jobs. One candidate helped establish 
a program to find housing, employment and services 
for ex-offenders returning to Ulster County. That 
person is Pat Courtney Strong — businesswoman, 
environmentalist, social justice activist and candi-
date for Ulster County Executive. I’m for Pat Strong 
because she doesn’t just talk about ideas, she makes 
them reality.   

Ruth Levine
Woodstock

Ryan the perfect candidate
I am the senior class president at New Paltz High 
School, a student activist and an avid runner, but 
I am still scared of my school day turning into a 

shower of bullets. At first I did not know how to 
speak out, until I spoke to Patrick Ryan at one of 
his congressional events. I told him how scared I 
was on a daily basis. He hugged me and immedi-
ately started a passionate response on how he was 
going to tackle this terrifying issue. A month ago I 
heard Pat was running for Ulster County Executive! 
As a high school student and an active member of 
our community I believe that his candidacy has the 
potential to bring a more youthful and progressive 
face to Ulster County. 

Pat called for a Green New Deal as his first ma-
jor policy initiative, a platform championed by lib-
eral Democrats like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. His 
proposal would hire hundreds of people in Ulster 
County to build green infrastructure, a program that 
would stimulate our economy and help our environ-
ment. Pat’s powerful progressive language when call-
ing for a Green New Deal speaks to his best quality, 
standing up for what is right even if it is a tough fight.

Pat decided to boldly speak against gun violence 
like no other candidate in the county. While serv-
ing in Iraq, Pat held the weapons of war that many 
progressives want off our streets today. He launched 
his congressional campaign to directly speak out 
against gun violence and advocate for reforms. He 
held forums, published videos, and gained a follow-
ing of student activists who directly feel the threat 
everyday in their classrooms. He took a hard stance 
in his congressional campaign and stuck to it.

Pat founded a small business and grew his com-
pany from 5 to 150 employees with a multi-million 
dollar budget. Pat Ryan is the only candidate in this 
race with the proven experience that is needed to be 
the Ulster County Executive

In every way Pat is the perfect candidate for Ul-
ster County Executive. His progressives ideals fused 
with his experience as an executive and candidate 
make him uniquely qualified for the office of County 
Executive. Pat joined the army because he felt a call 
to service for his county, Pat ran for Congress because 
he felt a call to service for the Hudson Valley, Pat 
is running for Ulster County executive because he 
feels a call to service for everyone in this community

Evan Holland-Shepler
New Paltz

Who decides about art? 
Do we need an arts commission who will ultimately 
pick the winners and losers in the field of the arts? 
Will this commission ultimately recommend/de-
cide which pieces of historical displays remain and 
which are no longer significant; for example as we 
see many statues of former military officials or con-
federates now being removed even though they are 
part of our nation’s history?

Will the members of this commission get paid or 
receive a stipend or get taxpayer funding for their 
expenditures? Rather considering the idea of an art-
ist’s union would be better than this notion of trying 
to control yet one more thing — now the latest being 
freedom of expression in the arts.

Gaetana Ciarlante
Saugerties

No ‘dumbing it down’
With the continual dissemination of media cover-
age related to Government operations and politics, 
some of what is being reported as factual, truthful 
and/or accurate is not. There are numerous reasons 
why one cannot always trust or believe what is being 
presented to us. Sometimes political candidates will 
fabricate fictitious problems that do not exist in the 
level of Government that their desired political of-
fice operates within. When this happens, voters are 
tricked into believing that fictitious problems can be 
solved by simple solutions. In reality, Governmental 
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Learning 
to row together

ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

O urs is an age, it seems, in which 
everything most people learn about 
politics seems only to confirm what 
they already think they know. Ameri-
can lives are increasingly character-

ized by ideological uniformity and partisan antipa-
thy. Pew Research Center studies have found these 
divisions greatest among those most engaged and 
active in the political process. According to a star-
tling recent article in the Harvard Business Re-
view, partisanship influences economic behavior 
even when it is costly. Partisanship is paramount, 
cooperation secondary.

The current unresolved Washington negotiations 
over border security provide a model of how things 
work and perhaps a way in which compromise can 
still be possible. Seventeen national legislators — 
Democrats and Republicans, senators and congress-
persons, leaders and backbenchers — are trying to 
reach agreement on funding border issues. Compro-
mise is never easy. 

Talking amongst themselves, they identify com-
monalities. Then Donald Trump says that the con-
ferees are wasting their time if they’re not talking 
about a wall. Nancy Pelosi responds that there will 
be no funding for a wall, period. And the various 
conferees insist there can be no agreement without 
the active assent of their leaders. 

No one said it was going to be easy. Will there be 
another federal government shutdown?

To find a toxic political situation we 

don’t have to go down to Washington. Kingston is 
much closer.

On the one side you have the county executive’s 
office and some county legislators. On the other you 
find the majority of Ulster County’s Industrial De-
velopment Agency and its allies in the legislature 
and elsewhere. These people don’t like each other. 

No longer the $50,000-a-year administrator of 
the UCIDA, the county’s Office of Economic Devel-
opment has castigated the agency’s leadership for a 
dalliance with Galileo Technology Group, led by vet-
eran entrepreneurial business executive Vincent Coz-
zolino and heavily involved with the Orange County 
IDA. The Ulster IDA became interested in starting 
an Accelerator Without Walls (AWOW) program in 
cooperation with Galileo in Ulster County.

Failing to renew its contract for administrative 
services and displeased with the Ulster IDA’s direc-
tion, the Office of Economic Development headed by 
Suzanne Holt cut off support services to the UCIDA 
in December and January. The county department 

mistrusted both Galileo, which was willing to pro-
vide those services on an interim basis, and the new 
IDA leadership, which was willing to offer them to 
Galileo. 

At the January 30 IDA board meeting, Agency 
chair Randall Leverette complained about Ulster 
County’s lack of professionalism throughout the 
transition experience. He claimed “even a third-
party contractor would have performed [the tasks 
involved] out of a sense of duty, despite contractual 
difference[s].” IDA audit committee chair Rick Jones 
was even harsher in condemning the abrupt inter-
ruption of IDA access to the county website, terming 
the action “vile and Orwellian.”

Saugerties-based Ceres Technologies has spent 
$2.5 million of its own money and has been awarded 
$1.125 million in state and Central Hudson money to 
consolidate operations at TechCity and to expand its 
180-person workforce (currently 140 in Saugerties 
and 40 in a subsidiary in Rhinebeck). Making the 
case at the IDA meeting for an $88,000 award either 
in the form of a loan or a contract-for-services grant 
was Dennis Brady, chief executive of metal fabricator 
North Park Metalworks. Brady read a letter from 
his brother, Ceres CEO Kevin Brady. The jobs Ceres 
promises to retain and add to are for the most part 
high-paying manufacturing positions, with benefits 
and medical coverage. If the IDA didn’t help, Ceres 
would have to rethink its locational situation.

Might other TechCity obstacles come up which 
would require more money? “We think we’ve un-
covered just about everything by now,” responded 
Dennis Brady. 

“Famous last words,” muttered an IDA board 
member sotto voce. It was unlikely Ceres would walk 
away over failing to get an additional $100,000, but 
management has to be willing to pull the plug at 
some point. 

The agency members agreed by a 6-0-1 vote on a 
motion of $88,000 to pay for electrical wiring inside 
the building Ceres is leasing from TechCity. “We’re 
willing to do this,” said Leverette. “We’re willing to 
help.” 

Because several of his relatives work for the com-
pany, member Paul Andreassen abstained from the 
voting.

What was not discussed at the meeting but was 
known to some but perhaps not all the IDA members 
was that the very same Galileo Technology CEO Coz-
zolino is or was an executive vice president of Ceres 
Technologies and the employer at Galileo of Heather 
Brady Rieker, daughter of Kevin Brady and niece of 
Dennis Brady. Heather Brady, who excused herself 

from the room when her uncle made his presenta-
tion, has been working for Galileo on Accelerator 
Without Walls projects in Orange County. Galileo is 
now hoping to start up a couple of AWOW facilities 
in Ellenville and Catskill.

Several days after the IDA session, Cozzolino 
assured Daily Freeman reporter Bill Kemble that 
his own involvement with the Ulster IDA would be 
limited to a week or two. 

The timing of the Ceres application can only add 
to the suspicion with which Galileo is regarded by 
the anti-IDA-leadership faction of Ulster County 
political life. On its face, however, the basic situa-
tion is crystal-clear. If pursued, the Ceres applica-
tion would give a significant boost to one of the 
county’s larger employers with a high potential 
for continued job growth. Ulster town supervisor 
James Quigley, himself no stranger to county poli-
tics, would very much like to see Ceres succeed in 
its move to his town.

The situation is now precarious, not only for 
Ceres and the IDA but also for the cause of Ulster 
County economic development. 

Next to the door inside the conference 

room in which the IDA shenanigans were taking 
place last Wednesday morning sat three county leg-
islators. Closest to the door was Hector Rodriguez, 
new chair of the legislature’s Economic Develop-
ment, Tourism, Housing and Planning Committee, 
who made clear the county’s interest in keeping 
economic development a high priority. Next to him 
was Lynn Archer, new chairperson of the Ways and 
Means Committee, responsible for the legislature’s 
say on all budgetary matters. And sitting next to Ar-
cher was Jim Maloney, previous holder under the 
Republicans of the committee chairmanship Demo-
crat Rodriguez now will hold.

The three legislators were there to draw their own 
conclusions about the performance of the two most 
significant agencies in the arena of Ulster County 
economic development, the Office of Economic De-
velopment and the Industrial Development Agency. 
Perhaps they might be considering what kind of in-
tervention might prove salutary. 

The present contrast in resources between the 
two entities is notable. The OED has a staff of four 
and a payroll of about $275,000 a year, plus support 
from other county departments. The IDA is being 
managed by an all-volunteer seven-person board 
whose chair, Randall Leverette, and audit committee 
head, Rick Jones, have been toiling heroically to keep 
up with the agency’s administrative responsibilities. 
The IDA’s main asset is about $700,000 in the bank; 
it gets its funding from a one percent fee on projects 
it has induced.

Political partisanship has its rightful place, but 
in the field of economic development at the present 
time it does not serve Ulster County well. It would be 
a positive achievement if the IDA were able to avoid 
undue partisanship in its own discussions through 
patient internal communication. Though the seven 
IDA members squabble about their varying views, 
they still seem to be listening to each other, not easy 
in a confused and rapidly changing environment. 
The local IDA needs to continue to be a board-run 
organization. The seven members are all in the same 
boat. It’s important that they row as a team. ●

operations are very detail oriented, and solutions 
are quite often sophisticated and not simple. Un-
fortunately, another reason why the information 
presented to us about politics is not always accurate 
is because far too many people running for political 
office do not know what they are talking about on 
multiple levels. Disturbingly, far too many of these 
types of politicians actually get elected to office!

In reality, the laws that govern Federal, State. 
County and local Government(s) are specific and 
detail-oriented in how levels of statutory laws su-
persede one another and under what circumstances 
such superseding processes apply towards regulating 
governmental procedures and policies. Certain areas 
of law are multi-layered, and far too many elected 
officials do not understand how these laws and regu-
lations supersede one another. 

As an elected official, it is quite shocking to me 
how many local-level politicians lack a clear and 
correct understanding of these home rule-based 
processes determine which laws govern specific pro-

cesses within Governmental, Municipal and Election 
Law(s). Far too often, statements made by local-level 
politicians demonstrate how they do not understand 
how these processes work within the framework of 
governmental processes. A lack of understanding on 
how such processes work is one of the things that 
separates some local-level politicians from more well 
versed politicians on the State and Federal levels. 
While I served as an elected official, I was often told 
by hundreds of voters that I should run for State 
or Federal Office, because they were so impressed 
with how much knowledge I shared with them about 
Governmental operations and processes.

When I first ran for office and began publishing 
letters in this publication, I was told by several politi-
cal insiders that my letters were too long, and that 
I needed to “dumb it down for the voters.” When a 
friend told me that she was so proud of me for run-
ning for office and that she “couldn’t wait to vote 
for me,” I replied, “Some people are telling me that 
my letters are too long, and I need to dumb it down 

for the voters.” In response, she strongly said to me 
“don’t listen to them Chris, they have been dumb-ing 
it down far too long for us, keep doing what you are 
doing.” I will never dumb it down for the voters, as 
you always deserve truthful and accurate informa-
tion! 

Chris Allen
Saugerties
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Change has arrived at the Saw-
yer Savings Bank in Saugerties. Cindy 
Saporito, senior vice president and 
chief operating officer of the bank she 
started working at as an auditor fresh 

out of Ulster County Community College 33 years 
ago last month, has been named to the 147-year-old 
financial institution’s board of trustees.

It’s rare that an officer of the bank gets named a 
trustee. And Saporito will be only the third woman 
named to serve as a trustee, replacing the first – 
Marita Lopez-Mena.

“I’ve worked with Cindy most of my adult life,” 
said Sawyer Savings’ CEO and board president Gabe 

Sottile, who began his career with the 
bank eight years before the new trust-
ee. “The issue is she represents half the 
population, and the demographics of 
new working moms on issues such as 
healthcare<” said Sottile. “Culturally, 
Cindy recognizes the need for flexibility.” 

And there’s another advantage to 
having Saporito on the board of trust-
ees. “We can keep her until she’s 75 years 
old,” added Sottile. Both Saporito and 
Sottile are set to retire from their staff 
positions at Sawyer Savings at the end 
of next year. 

Saporito grew up in Rosendale, grad-
uated from Rondout Valley High School, 
and was first hired as an auditor while 
still a student at Ulster County Commu-
nity College.

“Eventually, it was decided I’d need 
more experience and was moved to the 
finance department, then the lending 
department, where I worked oversee-
ing loans for quite a few years,” she said. “I got to 
see all aspects of the bank before I proceeded to my 
current position, including time spent running the 
IT department and, more recently, the HR depart-
ment, which I still run.”

Saporito moved to Saugerties with her two daugh-
ters. Eventually she remarried, and has now been 
with her husband Mike for almost three decades. 

“I’m an accidental banker,” Cindy Saportio said.
In addition to her bank work, Saporito served as 

president of the Saugerties Public Library board for 
a number of years. 

Sawyer Savings changed its name from Saugerties 
Savings Bank in 1973 a little over a century after 
its birth. “Our advantage is that we know the com-
munity. All our employees are from here,” Sottile 
explained. “We make local decisions face-to-face. 
We can’t hide.”

He added that the bank came through the down-
turn very well. “We loan to people who have our same 
values,” he noted.
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Deadline to participate is 
February 15, 2019!

Call for Artists & Sponsors!

For more information and 
applications go to DiscoverSaugerties.com

(Only 35 boats this year!)

 An accidental banker
Cindy Saporito ascends to the Sawyer Savings board

Sawyer Savings has branches in Marlboro and 
Highland. It has about $250 million in assets. 
Saporito pointed out how the bank “has always stood 
by what we have found to be sound lending prac-
tices.” Those, she added, often mean a difference 
between sound business practices and straight-out 
conservative attitudes. 

“Not everyone can afford a house; you can’t put 
people’s future in jeopardy,” she added. “We’re always 
willing to work with our clients. We’ll always help 
them get through tough times.”

Sottile and Saporito have been working on a suc-
cession plan for the bank management. They say 
their accession to the board will be helpful in this 
process. 

Would there be any celebration of Saporito’s 
new role in the bank she’s served for most of her 
adult life? “No, it’s basically just an internal thing,” 
Saporito replied. “It’s the sense of support that mat-
ters most.”

– Paul Smart

Cindy Saporito.

Real.  Local.  News. 
Ulster Publishing
hudsonvalleyone.com
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CommunityNotes

COMMUNITY
Senior support group
The Saugerties chapter of Settled and Serving in Place 
(SSIP) will meet Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 9:30 a.m. at the Vil-
lage Diner. SSIP is a network for seniors who need social 
support or want to off er support and other services 
to residents who wish to stay in their homes as they 
age. More info is available by emailing ssipsaugerties@
gmail.com or calling (845) 514-4365.

Candlelight concert
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
off er “The Magical Night of Love” with Peter Samelson 
on Friday, Feb. 15 at 7 p.m. Samelson is an illusionist, 
entertainer and philosopher who blends simplicity and 
sophistication to provoke thought and inspire wonder. 
“Magic happens in your mind,” he says. Appropriate 
for children. Admission is by suggested donation. For 
more information, call (845) 246-2867.

Bare-root trees and shrub sale
The Ulster County Soil and Water Conservation District 
is conducting its annual bare-root seedling sale. Orders 
are being taken now. The program off ers a variety of 
inexpensive conservation trees, shrubs, wildfl ower 
seeds and ground covers with which landowners can 
beautify and protect their property. There will also be 
wildlife nesting boxes for bluebirds, butterfl ies, bats, 
hawks, and wood ducks along with fertilizer tablets 
and rain gauges. Prices depend on the species, size 
and quantity, ranging from quantities of 10 for $10-$12, 
25 for $22-$26, 50 for $36-$48 and 100 for $70-$85. 
Many of the species are ideal for erosion control and 
many are attractive uses for wildlife food and cover, 
windscreens, shade, and privacy.
Ordered plants may be picked up during the third week 
of April at two locations: the Ulster County Fairgrounds 
at 249 Libertyville Road in New Paltz on Wednesday, 
April 17 and Thursday, April 18; and at the Ulster County 
Highway Garage, 317 Shamrock Lane (off  Hurley Av-
enue) in Kingston on Friday, April 19 and Saturday, April 
20.  The deadline for ordering is March 29. Order early 
to ensure availability.
Any excess stock available may be purchased on the 
pick-up days on a “fi rst-come-fi rst-served” basis. Order 
forms are available by calling (845) 883-7162 ext. 3, 
or stop by the offi  ce at 5 Park Lane in Highland, open 
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Order forms may 
also be downloaded at www.ucswcd.org.

Free ‘Stop The Bleed’ training
A free “Stop The Bleed” training will be held on Satur-
day, Feb. 23 from noon to 2 p.m. at the Senior Center, 
207 Market St. All attendees will receive hands-on train-
ing to recognize a bleeding emergency (life-threatening 
bleeding) and how to appropriately stop the bleeding.
The American College of Surgeons Committee on Trau-
ma is leading the eff ort to save lives by teaching the 
civilian population how to provide vital initial response 
to stop uncontrolled bleeding in emergency situations. 
The training provides a comprehensive and sustainable 
bleeding control education program targeted to civil-
ians to inform, educate and empower them. Civilians 
who understand bleeding control principles are able 
to provide immediate, frontline aid until fi rst respond-
ers are able to take over care of the injured. In many 
situations, there may be a delay between the time of 
injury and the time a fi rst responder is on the scene, 
so civilian intervention may be lifesaving.
The training is appropriate for all community members 
regardless of previous knowledge. To register, e-mail 
Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra at jsinagra@sau-
gertiesny.gov or use the link https://www.osmanager4.
com/advcustomerlanding.as px?co=1&cid=2737917.

Rummage Sale
The Saugerties United Methodist Church, 67 Washing-
ton Ave., will hold a rummage sale on Friday, March 1 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday, March 2 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The sale will include clothing, house-
hold goods, books and toys. For more information, 
call 246-7802.

Bible study
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
off er a weekly Bible study on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome. For more information, call Lecia 
at (845) 246-5975.

Sports Hall of Fame Club banquet
The Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame club will hold its 
2019 induction banquet on Saturday, April 13 at Dia-
mond Mills, 25 South Partition St. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
followed by a cocktail hour, ceremonies and dinner. The 
inductees will be George Beisel, John Gambino, Gregg 
Jones, John Parker and Robert Dodig, Jr. Tickets cost 
$30, available from Mike Hasenbalg at mikehasenbalg@
yahoo.com or (914) 388-2348. Early reservations are 
recommended as the event sells out.

Seeking donations for food pantry
The Saugerties Area Council of Churches Food Pantry 
at 44 Livingston St. is seeking donations from the pub-
lic to keep the service available to the approximately 
500 people in the Saugerties area who utilize it every 
month. Donations are tax-deductible. Mail donations to 
Saugerties Food Pantry, Box 723, Saugerties NY 12477.

Home energy assistance program benefi ts 
now available
Qualifi ed households may now apply for Home En-

ergy Assistance Program (HEAP) grants, a federally 
funded program that provides regular and emergency 
fi nancial assistance to help pay heating and utility bills. 
The grants are available through local Department 
of Social Services (DSS) offi  ces and Offi  ces for the 
Aging. Customers of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP benefi t toward their ac-
count will be issued a monthly credit on their bill for 
a maximum of 12 months based on service type and 
amount of HEAP benefi t. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available through March 15. To apply, customers may 
contact their local DSS offi  ce, call (800) 342-3009, 
or visitwww.mybenefi ts.ny.gov. For more information 
on HEAP eligibility requirements and benefi ts, visit 
www.CentralHudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.ny.gov/
programs/heap/program.asp.

Composting program at Transfer Station
The Town of Saugerties Transfer Station is conducting 
a pilot program for residential, non-commercial users 
in Saugerties, Woodstock and Shandaken to deter-
mine if composting will reduce the overall tonnage of 
household garbage sent to the Ulster County Resource 
Recovery Agency. Hours are Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring a reusable con-
tainer (3- to-5-gallon bucket) with weekly accumula-
tion of food waste. The service is free with a transfer 
station permit or a composting permit. A resident 
permit costs $35 per year, a non-resident permit is 

“Plattekill Pools” by Nancy Campbell

Closing reception at Emerge Gallery for ‘Exit 20’
E M E R G E  G A L L E R Y  A T  2 2 8  M A I N  S T .  I S  E X H I B I T I N G  “Exit 20: An Exhibition of Work by Saugerties Artists.” 
The show will close on Sunday, Feb. 27 with a reception from 2-4 p.m. More than 20 artists living and working in 
Saugerties are participating in the exhibition that includes work of various mediums and styles.
Emerge Gallery is also exhibiting the community sculpture “Flotsam & Jetsam,” created by the Saugerties community 
as part of Shout Out Saugerties, a town-wide celebration of the arts. The dragon sculpture was crafted with donated 
plastic bottles, corks, netting and other recycled materials collected by community members, created over a period 
of three weekends in October by Michele Aisenstadt, Margarita Asian, Edith Bolt, Christy Rupp, Rae Stang, Joanne 
Weber and other members of the Saugerties community, who may continue to contribute to the creation by visit-
ing Emerge Gallery throughout February. Visitors are asked to write a good wish on crepe paper and add it to the 
sculpture to help fi ll it with color. Artwork in the gallery may be viewed or purchased online at www.emergegalleryny.
com. For more information, call (845) 247-7515.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): NAME: Hudson Valley 
Well Pump Services LLC, 

Articles of Organization 
were fi led with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/26/2018. Offi ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Hudson Valley Well 
Pump Services LLC, P.O. Box 
511, Port Ewen, NY, 12466. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or ac-
tivities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Rushbrook Lodge, LLC, Art. of 
Org.  fi led w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 1/3/19. Offi ce lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 19 Burnett Road, 
Saugerties NY 12477.  Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
GSD BOOKKEEPING SER-

VICES, LLC Articles of Org. 
fi led NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
4/18/2018. Offi ce  in Greene 
Co. SSNY  desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
Susan Dunckle, 12223 Rt 9 
W Lot C12, West Coxsackie, 
NY 12192, which is also the 
principal business location.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
ELECTRIC BY CHRIS 

SCHWARTZ, LLC.  Articles of 
Org. fi led NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 1/18/2019. Offi ce  
in Greene Co. SSNY  desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 325 Mansion 
St., Coxsackie, NY 12051, 
which is also the principal busi-
ness location. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Trustees of the 

Village of Saugerties in con-
junction with the Town of Sau-
gerties, NY will receive bids up 
to 1O:00am on Thursday Feb-
ruary 14, 2019 at which time 
said bids will be opened at the 

LEGAL NOTICES

Offi ce of the Village Clerk, 43 
Partition Street, Saugerties, 
NY for the purchase of the fol-
lowing Chemicals during the 
calendar year 2019:

Sodium Hypochlorite 12.5% 
bulk delivery, Copper Sul-
fate-50 Ib bags,

Light Soda Ash-Sodium Car-
bonate- 50 Ib bags, Zetalyte 
(3N) Powered Polymer,

PCH 180 Polyaluminum 
Hydroxy Chloro sulfate 80 
basicity bulk delivery of 1500 
gallons,

Calciquest ESC 532N (sup-
plied in 30 gallon drums), Belt 
press dewatering polymer, 
Powdered -

Zetalyte 19-501b bags, So-
dium Bicarbonate- 50 Ib bags.

Mg(OH)2 Magnesium Hy-
droxide in 50 lb. bags.

All chemicals must be water 
and wastewater approved-
standard ANSI 60, NSF, UL, 
WQA approved.

Chemicals must be de-
livered to either the village 
water department, the village 
wastewater department, or 
the Town of Saugerties Water/
Sewer Department, FOB Sau-
gerties, at their convenience, 
in the amount specifi ed by 
that department, in no more 

than one week's time from 
the date ordered. Any empty 
containers or carboys will also 
be picked up at this time. All 
bids must be plainly marked: 
SEALED BID FOR THE WATER 
AND WASTEWATER DEPART-
MENT CHEMICALS. The Village 
Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids. 
Also, all bids will be received in 
accordance with Chapter 605 
of the Laws of 1959 of  the 
State of New York. For more 
information call Mike Hopf at 
845-246-8959 or Mike Marino 
at 845-246-2331.

Lisa Mayone
Village Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT the Saugerties Town 
Planning Board will meet on 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
at 7:30p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter, on the corner of Market 
& Robinson Street, to hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING for a SITE 
PLAN/SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
for a SOLAR PROJECT on land 
located at 209 LAUREN TICE 
ROAD (SBL#9.3-6-3.110) and 
owned by RODERICK MARTIN.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN 
OF SAUGERTIES PLANNING 

BOARD
C. HOWARD POST, CHAIR-

MAN

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that the Village of Saugerties 
Board of Trustees will hold a 
Public Hearing on February 19 
at 5:25 pm in the Municipal 
Building, 43 Partition Street, 
Hooks Room of the Fire De-
partment. The purpose of the 
Public Hearing is to receive 
comment on the resolution to 
amend the Village Tax Code 
section 171-21. 

Copies of the code and 
resolution are available for 
viewing at the Clerk’s offi ce. 
All interested parties will be 
heard. 

Lisa Mayone
Village Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
The Village of Saugerties 

Board of Trustees will hold a 
Public Hearing 

on February 19, 2019 at 
5:20 in the Hooks Room of the 
Fire Department, 43 Partition 
Street, Saugerties.  

The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive com-
ments on the Petition for 

Change of Zoning made by 
Chestnut Hill Holdings Goup, 
LLC. 

This petition requests a zon-
ing change from B2 to R2 for 
property located on Teetsel 
Street.

A copy of the petition is 
available at the Village Clerks 
offi ce. 

All interested parties will be 
heard.

Lisa Mayone
Village Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT the Saugerties Town 
Planning Board will meet on 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
at 7:30p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter, on the corner of Market 
& Robinson Street, to hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING for a SITE 
PLAN/SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
for a SOLAR PROJECT on land 
located at 1751 OLD KINGS 
HIGHWAY (SBL#8.4-8-12.100) 
and owned by TRNKA TRUST.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN 
OF SAUGERTIES PLANNING 
BOARD

C. HOWARD POST, CHAIR-
MAN

$55 annually. A composting permit for both residents 
and non-residents is $15 per year. All food waste may 
be dropped off , but liquids, grease and oils are not 
permitted. Do not use plastic bags.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Shout Out Saugerties off ers grant
In collaboration with the Town of Saugerties, Shout Out 
Saugerties will award $1,000 to “an individual work-
ing in the visual or decorative arts, music, literary arts, 
media arts, dance or performative art” to honor the 
memory of Susana Meyer, one of the festival’s founders 
who passed away in October of 2018. The recipient of 
the award will receive support for “an innovative project 
that takes into account its societal impact and values 
the human spirit.”
Further details can be found at www.shoutoutsau-
gerties.com; proposals are due by Feb. 25.

Saugerties Tourism photography contest
The Town of Saugerties Tourism committee is sponsor-
ing a photography contest for images of landscapes, 
events and historic sites within the town of Saugerties. 
The contest will end March 1 at 5 p.m. The winner will 
be featured in this year’s “Discover Saugerties” guide 
published by the Saugerties Chamber of Commerce. 
First prize is $100, second prize is $50 and third prize 
is $25. All prizes are donated. Contest forms are avail-
able at Town Hall or by contacting Marjorie Block at 
saugertiestourism@gmail.com. All photographic entries 
may be e-mailed to saugertiestourism@gmail.com.

Photography exhibit ‘Here is My Walden’
The Saugerties Public Library will present the color 
photographs of local resident Steve Gentile in the Ste-
phen L. Crohn Exhibition Gallery Friday, March 1 through 
Monday, April 30. A public reception is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 9 from 2-4 p.m. On display will be 
selections from the photographer’s Platte Clove swim-
ming hole portfolio, “Here is My Walden.”
The photographs in this series began in 2016 as the po-
litical and social ground began to swell and the shifting 
sands of private and public dialog became heightened 
and loud, impossible to ignore. “I sought a place, close 
to home, for quiet, neutral self-refl ection – politically, 
emotionally, psychologically – to return to my voice 
and vision, fi nd a balance, and refl ect on what had 
abruptly become an altered, misshapen outside world,” 
says the artist.
In the water of a natural, Platte Clove swimming hole, 
Gentile discovered his “Walden.” The photographer 
works with several planes of vision simultaneously: 
what’s being refl ected, what’s on the water’s surface, 
and what’s beneath the surface. All images are pro-
duced in camera (not in post-production), thus any 
aberrations and distortions are naturally occurring and 
recorded as seen. 
“In presenting the work as observed, I wanted to create 
a safe place for the viewer to fall into the fl uid bed of 
the image to discover her or his own soft, naturally in-
spired reality,” says Gentile. Regular visits in all seasons 
have produced some surprising results. The portfolio is 
also a soft acknowledgment and a respectful homage 
to the Hudson River School artists and their pioneer-
ing creative spirit.
Gentile has recently exhibited his photography at the 

Howland Cultural Center (Beacon), the Griffi  n Museum 
of Photography (Boston), Emerge Gallery (Saugerties), 
Center for Photography at Woodstock (Woodstock), 
Davis Orton Gallery (Hudson), The Dorsky Museum 
(New Paltz), The Wired Gallery (High Falls), and Intima 
Gallery (Saugerties). 

Cable picks this week
Friday, Feb. 8 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “The Garage” with 
Steve Butler. This episode: Tea lights.
Friday, Feb. 8 at 2 and 9 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 10 at 11 
a.m. and 7 p.m. “Put Some Color in Your Life” with host 
Graeme Stevenson. Travel to various artists’ studios.
Saturday, Feb. 9 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Green, Clean 
Living.” This episode: Organic farming.
Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Children’s Corner” 
with Sheriff  Stephen J. This episode: Talkin’ Turkey.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. “Saugerties 
Village Board Meeting” recorded Feb. 4.
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 1 and 7 p.m. “Saugerties Town 
Board Meeting” recorded Feb. 6.

CIVIC
Democrats invited to run for offi  ce
The Saugerties Democratic Committee is inviting en-
rolled Democrats to consider running for public offi  ce 
in the November 2019 election. Positions on the ballot 
include three county legislator openings: District 1, Blue 
Mountain area; District 2, Village of Saugerties and 
Malden; and District 3, Glasco and the Northern part 
of the Town of Ulster. A State Legislature change in the 
State Primary date to June 25 advances the petitioning 
process to February 26 to April 4. Those persons who 
wish to consider running for these important offi  ces 
need to begin the process now. The SDC Search Com-
mittee invites potential candidates to apply by Febru-
ary 4th so interviews may be scheduled. Interested 
individuals may call Lanny Walter, Chair, at 246-4668 
or e-mail him at lanny@lannywalter.com. Please send 
resume and a statement of reasons for wanting to run 
for County Legislator.

Conservative Party candidates wanted
Anyone interested in running for public offi  ce in this 
year’s election who are seeking the Conservative Party’s 
endorsement and has values in line with Conservative 
principles may submit a résumé (including an e-mail 
address) to Gaetana Ciarlante, Box 592, Glasco NY 
12432. The deadline is Feb. 13. Potential candidates will 
be notifi ed by e-mail of the date to appear before the 
group’s screening committee for an interview. Anyone 
missing the deadline of Feb. 13 will not be considered 
for the party’s endorsement—no exceptions.

Republican Party candidates wanted
The Saugerties Republican Committee invites anyone 
whose values are in line with Republican principles to 
consider running for public offi  ce in this November’s 
election. Interested individuals may submit a resume 
with email address to Melissa Jaeger, 737 Blue Moun-
tain Rd., Saugerties NY 12477. The deadline to submit 
is Saturday, Feb. 16. Anyone missing the deadline will 
not be considered. Potential candidates will be notifi ed 
via email of the date of their interview for the com-
mittee’s screening process. For more information, call 
committee chair Melissa Jaeger at 247-3401 or email 

takieko@hvc.rr.com.

  Ethics Committee meeting
The Town of Saugerties Ethics Committee will hold 
a meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
building department’s conference room at Town Hall, 
4 High St.

Planning Board meeting
The Saugerties Town Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 7:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Center, 207 Market St. The projects up for consideration 
include solar projects on Lauren Tice Rd. and Old Kings 
Hwy. and a lot subdivision on West Camp Rd.

SCHOOLS
Local students of note
Daniel Lachmann of Saugerties was named to the 
Champlain College Dean’s List for the fall 2018 semes-
ter. He is majoring in computer and digital forensics. 
Students on the Dean’s List have achieved a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher during the semester.
Anna Mooers of Saugerties has been placed on the 
Dean’s List for the fall 2018 semester at the State 
University of New York College at Cortland. The 2018 
graduate of Saugerties High School is majoring in psy-
chology.
Denise Schroeder and Madison Stelmach, both of Sau-
gerties, earned placement on the Dean’s List for the 
fall 2018 semester at SUNY Delhi. Both are pursuing 
bachelor degrees in nursing. To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must have an academic average of 3.50 
or higher within the semester.
SUNY New Paltz announced its Dean’s List for the fall 
2018 semester, honoring students who earn at least a 
3.3 grade-point average with a full-time course load. 
The following students from Saugerties earning place-
ment are Jillian Ciferri, Madison Conlin, Kaitlyn Dom-
browski, Amanda Forste, Morgan Greaney, Charles Jan-
sen, Jesse Joy, Isabella Lawkins, Nicholas Lemus, Olivia 
Prinz, Victoria Richard, Caitlin Staby, Chelsea Vierstra 
and Jacob Waldron. Students from Glasco who earned 
placement on the Dean’s List are Danielle Lukaszewski, 
Kelsey Gaulin and Kiersten Gaulin.

Saugerties school district community outreach 
forum series
Over the next few months, the Saugerties Central 
School District will host several family- and student-
oriented community outreach forums at the Saugerties 
Jr./Sr. High School.
The next forum will be held on Monday, Feb. 21 at 6 
p.m. with registered dietician Liz Westinghouse. March 
25 at 7 p.m. will feature speaker John Halligan, who 
will share Ryan’s Story, a father’s hard-earned lesson 
about cyberbullying and suicide. April’s forum on the 
25th at 7 p.m. will bring licensed mental health coun-
selor Ricky Caliendo to the school to discuss childhood 
and adolescent anxiety and the fi nal forum in May, on 
a date yet to be determined, will seek to raise aware-
ness about the harmful eff ects of vaping. Each forum 
is free and open to the public and will provide ample 
opportunities for Q&A with attendees.

Kindergarten registration
Kindergarten registration in the Saugerties Central 
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LEGAL NOTICE
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING 

AN EXISTING LOCAL LAW
LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF THE 

YEAR 2019 OF THE VILLAGE 
OF SAUGERTIES

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING 
CHAPTER 171, ARTICLE III OF 
THE CODE OF THE VILLAGE 

OF SAUGERTIES
BE IT ENACTED by the Vil-

lage Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Saugerties, as fol-
lows:

SECTION 1 – AMEND-
MENT OF §171-21(A) OF 
THE CODE OF THE VIL-
LAGE OF SAUGERTIES

Section 171(A) of the Code 
of the Village of Saugerties is 
amended to read as follows:

To be eligible for the ex-
emptions provided by § 467 
or § 459-c of the New York 
State Real Property Tax Law 
and implemented by this ar-
ticle, the maximum income of 

such persons defi ned in either 
§ 171-20A or B shall not ex-
ceed $29,000 to qualify for 
the fi fty-percent exemption. 
Additionally, any such person 
having a higher income shall 
be eligible for an exemption in 
accordance with the following 
schedule:

SECTION 2 -- SEVER-
ABILITY

If any clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision or part 
of this Local Law or the appli-
cation thereof to any person, 
fi rm or corporation, or circum-
stances, shall be adjudicated 
by any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid or 

unconstitutional, such order 
or judgment shall not affect, 
impair, or invalidate the re-
mainder thereof, but shall be 
confi ned in its operation to the 
clause, sentence, paragraph, 
subdivision, or part of this 
Local Law or in its applica-
tion to the person, individual, 
fi rm or corporation, or circum-

stances, directly involved in 
the controversy in which such 
judgment or order shall be 
rendered.  

SECTION 3 – EFFECT OF 
AMENDMENT

This amendment shall mod-
ify only §171(A) of the Code 
of the Village of Saugerties as 
described above.  No other 

portion of said code is amend-
ed or modifi ed by reason of 
this Local Law.

SECTION 4 – EFFECTIVE 
DATE

This Local Law shall be ef-
fective as provided by law, 
upon fi ling and acceptance by 
the Secretary of State.

Annual Income of Owner or Combined 
Incomes of Owners

Percentage Assessed 
Valuation Exempt 

from Taxation

$29,000 or less 50%
More than $29,000 but less than $30,000 45%
More than $30,000 but less than $31,000 40%
More than $31,000 but less than $32,000 35%
More than $32,000 but less than $32,900 30%
More than $32,900 but less than $33,800 25%
More than $33,800 but less than $34,700 20%
More than $34,700 but less than $35,600 15%
More than $35,600 but less than $36,500 10%
More than $36,500 but less than $37,400 5%

LEGAL NOTICES TLK LLC
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Party Events • Weddings
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School District will be held in each of the four elemen-
tary schools Tuesday through Thursday, Feb. 26-28 
between the hours of 9:30-11:15 a.m. and noon to 2 
p.m. In order to be eligible for kindergarten this fall, 
children must be fi ve (5) years of age on or before 
December 1, 2019, and be fully immunized against polio, 
diphtheria, rubella, measles and mumps, hepatitis b 
and varicella. Registration packets have been mailed 
to parents. Those who have not received packets may 
call the elementary school closest to their residence 
at 247-6500.

Mountain Laurel Waldorf School scholarship 
opportunity for seventh graders
The NoVo Foundation is off ering a full scholarship 
for two students entering seventh grade at Mountain 
Laurel Waldorf School in the 2019-20 school year. The 
scholarship is based on fi nancial need, made possible 
by a grant from the grant from the NoVo Foundation. 
Recipients will retain their tuition-free places through 
graduation from eighth grade. For more information 
or to apply, visit www.mountainlaurel.org or call (845) 
255-0033. The application deadline is March 4.

LIBRARY
Library upgrades thanks to generous donations
Saugerties native Jimmy Fallon, host of The Tonight 
Show, donated funds to the Saugerties Public Library 
in memory of his mother, Gloria Fallon. The funds were 
used to update the library’s A/V equipment, including 
new surround-sound speakers and HDMI compatibility 
with the projector. The donation also supported the 
purchase of 80 new chairs for the community room, 
comfortable for sitting through a feature-length fi lm. 
The library off ers classic fi lms through a streaming 
service called Kanopy, whose collection includes many 
classics, documentaries and foreign fi lms. Using funds 
from the Ulster County Legislature, the Ulster County 
Library Association recently signed up for a Kanopy 
account to serve Ulster County residents. The service 
is similar to Netfl ix. All library card-holders residing in 
Ulster County will be able to stream up to fi ve fi lms 
per month for free from the Kanopy collection. Library 
cards are free to all Ulster County residents. Please 
bring identifi cation and proof of residency, such as a 
utility bill, to your local library to sign up for a library 
card.

Free screening of Paper Moon
Come to the library on Saturday, Feb. 9 at 6 p.m. for a 
free screening of Paper Moon (1973). A bible salesman 
teams up with an orphan girl to form a money-making 
con team in Depression-era Kansas. The fi lm stars fa-
ther and daughter, Ryan and Tatum O’Neal.

Read to a tail waggin’ friend
Read books to certifi ed reading therapy dog Zoey on 
Saturday, Feb. 9 and Saturday, Feb. 23 from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. No registration necessary.

Squarespace basics
Learn how to build your own website with Square-
space on Tuesday, Feb. 12 from noon to 1 p.m. Choose 
a template, add blog posts, create a logo. Register at 
the circulation desk or call 246-4317.

Free screening of ‘A Hard Day’s Night’
Come to the library on Saturday, Feb. 16 at 6 p.m. to see 
A Hard Day’s Night (1964). The British musical comedy 
fi lm directed by Richard Lester stars John Lennon, Paul 
McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr, fi lmed 
during the height of Beatlemania.

Holiday hours
The library will be closed on Monday, Feb. 18 in obser-
vance of the Presidents’ Day holiday. The library will 
reopen on Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 10 a.m. 

New to Social Security?
Get the facts on Wednesday, Feb. 20 at 6 p.m. Medicare 
comes at age 65 and Social Security age 66. They are 
the “one-two” punch of your mid 60s and, more impor-
tantly, your retirement. Learn more with the instructor’s 
access to Social Security Maximization software that 
can calculate when and how it’s best to take Social 
Security. Free.

Free screening of local fi lm Fly Away
The last screening in the library’s “Cabin Fever” series 
will be shown on Saturday, Feb. 23. Local fi lmmaker 
Janet Grillo’s fi rst fi lm Fly Away is co-sponsored with 
Shout Out Saugerties, a local arts advocacy group. 
Grillo will be attendance to show her poignant fi lm 
about parenting a child with autism. 
 
Coding for girls
Girls in third through fi fth grade are invited to explore 
coding in fun and friendly one-hour sessions on Tues-
days at 3:30 p.m. through June 11. Sign up at the library 
or call 246-4317, ext. 5.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington 
Ave. The library webpage is www.saugertiespublicli-
brary.org. Calls and emails are welcome at 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org. ●

‘Let the Games Begin’
A G E S  N I N E  T O  1 2  A R E  I N V I T E D  to play a variety of games including chess, card games, board games and more 
every Thursday from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the Saugerties Library.
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Where 
the boys are

You likely remember the discov-
ery of the Hyde Park mastodon. 
That was back in 1999. A local 
family, the Loziers, wanted to en-
large the pond that was in their 

backyard. When work was underway, they noticed 
what they thought was a log. They soon realized that 
it was a bone, a bone so large it couldn’t possibly 
be from a cow or horse. After several attempts to 
be taken seriously, a professor from Bard College 
finally confirmed its identification. It turned out 
to be a humerus. The equivalent of a human upper 
arm bone but belonging to a mastodon (Mummat 
americanum). After weeks of pumping the water 
from the pond, followed by an intense excavation 
with the help of hundreds of volunteers, an almost 
complete skeleton was retrieved. Eventually, it was 
mounted and is on display at the Paleontological 
Research Institute’s Museum of the Earth in Ithaca.

The animal was an adult male between 30 and 
40 years in age weighing between 10 and 15 thou-
sand pounds. It was speculated that he was walking 
on the pond’s thin ice when he fell through and 
drowned. 

But, is that it; is that the whole story? Maybe 
not. Recently, an article in a professional journal 
called Current Biology focused on another type of 
elephant — the mammoth. Researchers were study-
ing the genetics of 98 Siberian mammoths (Mam-
mothus primigenius). They were surprised to find 
that 69 of them were males. When they studied the 
literature, they found that this was the norm. Wher-
ever large numbers of mammoths (and probably 
mastodons) were found, similarly large percentages 
of them were males.

They reasoned that, at birth, there likely had 
been an even number of males and females. So, 
what had happened to all those males? Why had 
so many of them died and, more importantly, why 
had they been preserved in such disproportionate 
numbers? Here is where we come across one of the 

leading philosophies of geology: “the present is a key 
to the past.” When geologists (and paleontologists 
too) come across a quandary from the distant past, 
they look to the present for a solution. 

In this case, the biology or better the socio-

biology of modern elephants may offer a solution to 
the problem. Modern day elephant herds consist of 
females and juveniles. They are led by experienced 
older females. When male elephants reach matu-
rity, they are expelled from the herds. The male 
elephants either live solitary lives or are found in 
smaller male-only herds. The thought is that expe-
rienced female matriarchs can lead their herds away 
from dangers that they have, from life experiences, 
learned about. But males, especially solitary males 
during periods of musth (mating seasons), are more 
likely to behave in reckless manners, fighting with 
other males and even attacking inanimate objects. 
They are risk takers and that leads to what mam-

moth researchers labeled as “silly” deaths. Such 
males are more likely to fall through ice, or sink 
into bogs. We have read about one particularly 
disturbing example. One male mastodon was pre-
served in a standing position, stuck in the muck 
that typically accumulated at the bottom of ponds 
and shallow glacial lake deposits. The poor animal 
seems to have died a slow death. But  the good news 
is for us — when such things happen, their corpses 
are likely to end up buried where they can be bet-
ter preserved and, many thousands of years later, 
discovered by especially bright primates. Members 
of female herds seem to die less dramatic deaths 
in locations, like on open tundra, where they are 
not likely to be so well preserved as the males. ●

Contact the authors at randjtitus@prodigy.net. 
Join their facebook page, The Catskill Geologist. 
Read their blogs at thecatskillgeologist.com.

New university cop chief
The SUNY New Paltz university police formally 
installed a new chief last Friday at a swearing-in 
ceremony. Mary E. Ritayik is the first woman ever 
to hold the post in the department’s 50-year history, 
and one of only three women holding the rank of 
chief in the entire SUNY system.

Ritayik is a career law-enforcement professional 
who holds a degree in sociology with a concentra-
tion in criminology from SUNY Cortland. She later 
earned the top grade as a graduate of the Westchester 
County Police Academy. Starting her university po-
lice career in 1998 at SUNY Purchase, she transferred 
to New Paltz in 2000, was promoted to investiga-
tor in 2003, and assumed the newly created role of 
deputy chief in 2013. She has served as interim chief 
since the resignation last May of David Dugatkin.

Stephanie Blaisdell, vice president for student 
affairs at SUNY New Paltz, administered the oath 
of office to Ritayik, presenting her with her chief ’s 
badge and adding a fourth star to her epaulets. “Since 
May, Mary has been acting as both chief and deputy 
chief, which is no small task,” Blaisdell said. “I am 
confident that she will continue to demonstrate the 
exceptional leadership that she has demonstrated 
over the past 20 years.”

Ritayik comes from a law-enforcement family. 
Her husband also serves on the campus force, and 
her father was a state parole officer. She has two 
children, Samantha, 10, and John, 7, and lives in 
Kerhonkson. Before posing for photos with her fam-
ily and with various dignitaries present for the oc-
casion, the new chief expressed her thanks to many 
who had supported her in her career. ●

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S

TOWN OF SAUGERTIES 
ANIMAL SHELTER

Birch, a 3-year-old neutered male, is a sweet 
dog who would fare better in a home with no 
children and no other pets. Terrier experience 
would be preferable.

Jinx, a young adult spayed female cat, is a sweet 
laid back kitty. She is a big girl with an exotic look.

Donations can be made to the Saugerties Animal 
Welfare Fund, 117 Elise Landi Drive, Kingston, NY 
12401. This tax exempt not-for-profit organization 
is in conjunction with the Town of Saugerties 
Animal Shelter. 1765 Route 212, Saugerties, NY 
12477. Shelter hours are Tuesday - Saturday  
10 am - 3 pm; 845.679.0339Birch,

3 yr old neutered male
Jinx,

young adult spayed female
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