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Former and
current SUNY
New Paltz students 
charged with
hiding a body
by Terence P Ward

N
EW YORK CITY police have 
charged a SUNY New Paltz 
student, her boyfriend and 
another woman with dump-

ing the body of the boyfriend’s mother 
after her death last week. Offi  cers be-
lieve that Jared Eng, a 22-year-old who 
attended SUNY New Paltz up until last 
semester, killed his mother and then 
enlisted his girlfriend Caitlin O’Rourke — 
currently a New Paltz student — and an-
other woman to help conceal the body.

According to published reports, au-
thorities posit that Eng’s mother, Paula 
Chin, planned on tossing her son out of 
her home, and during a fi ght, he alleg-
edly slashed her throat in their Tribeca 
apartment on January 31. Surveillance 
footage shows a “duff el bag-like contain-
er” being put in the trunk of Chin’s vehi-
cle, and in it the 65-year-old victim was 
transported to Morristown, NJ, where 
she had owned a second home. Togeth-
er with co-defendant Jennifer Lopez, 
Eng and O’Rourke allegedly dumped the 
corpse in a dumpster. Blood and Chin’s 
clothing were found in the trunk, while 
investigators discovered her body and 

.

Continued on page 13

Flash or fi zzle?
The Town of New Paltz may cancel the traditional Independence Day 
fi reworks celebration this year, citing a lack of volunteers

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

“The Midwinter Hunt: Bears, Stars and Snow” -- A nature walk with Justin Wexler (on far left) was held last Saturday. This was the first of 
a series of four seasonal nature walks to be led by Wexler, an ethnoecologist who specializes in folklore and land use among the native 
people of the Hudson Valley.

by  Terence P Ward

W
HETHER FIREWORKS GO 
off  at the Ulster County 
Fairgrounds in New Paltz 
this year is entirely up to 

New Paltzians themselves. Organizing 
those festivities was a volunteer eff ort 
until only a few years ago, and town offi  -
cials plan on returning to that tradition. 
All that’s needed is for locals to pick up 
the ball.

Kathy Preston, confi dential secretary 
to the supervisor, inherited the job of 
making the fi reworks show happen 
from her predecessor, Carol Connolly. 
“Carol was a member of the fi reworks 
committee and had a lot of experience 
with that,” Preston said. Around the time 
Connolly was working for then-supervisor 
Susan Zimet, work on the committee 
waned and Connolly picked up the slack. 
For Preston, it’s about 40 or 50 hours of 
her time to arrange for musicians, sound 
system, venue and the fi reworks display 
itself. When the fi reworks ran during the 
tiny house festival in 2017, organizers 
of that event took care of much of that 
coordination. Last year, it was again all 
managed from Preston’s desk.

A winter walk 
in Munsee 
footsteps
Historic Huguenot Street 
launches seasonal series 
of nature/culture hikes

by Erin Quinn

A 
HARDY BUNCH OF nature 
buff s braved the ice and windy 
subzero temperatures this 
past Saturday morning for 

an invigorating walk along Historic Hu-
guenot Street and the Nyquist-Harcourt 
Sanctuary, led by the engaging Justin 
Wexler, who specializes in folklore and 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

ROSENDALE | EVENTPrepare for Mardi Gras
at Elting Memorial Library

The SUNY New Paltz French Club will lead a Mardi 
Gras French workshop for participants of all ages on 
Wednesday, February 13 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Come 
learn some words and phrases to get ready to cel-
ebrate at the community Mardi Gras event at Elting 
Library on March 3.

The Elting Library Youth Advisory Group and 
SUNY New Paltz French Club will host a crafts and 
mask-making workshop on Wednesday, February 20 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m., also in preparation for the com-
munity Mardi Gras event on March 3.

A moon pie-making workshop will be held on 
Wednesday, February 27, 4 p.m., at the library. Par-
ticipants of all ages are welcome and will learn the 
steps to make this traditional Mardi Gras treat. Ev-
eryone is encouraged to eat their creations.

 The workshops are free and no registration is re-
quired. Stop by the library at 93 Main Street in New 
Paltz or call 255-5030 with questions. 

The New Paltz Landlord Tenant 
Relations Counsel to meet on 
February 28

The Village of New Paltz Landlord-Tenant Rela-
tions Council (LTRC) will be holding its February 
meeting on the SUNY New Paltz campus on Thurs-
day, February 28, 7 p.m., in Room 100 North in the 
Student Union Building. 

The purpose of the LTRC is to advise, counsel, 
mediate problems and disputes and to improve re-
lations between landlords and tenants. The council 
consists of seven members: three represent landlord 
interests, three represent tenant interests and one is 
an impartial appointee. 

The meeting agenda will include an overview of 
tenant rights and responsibilities, prevention strate-
gies for avoiding bad outcomes, as well as what to 
do when issues arise. There will be ample time for 
attendees to share experiences and ask questions. 

This meeting is a collaborative eff ort, organized 
by the LTRC, the SUNY New Paltz offi  ces of Student 
Activities and Student Aff airs and the student group 
Democracy Matters. For more information, contact 
the Village Board liaison to the LTRC, Dennis Young 
at Dennis.Young@VillageofNewPaltz.org. 

When is the use of force by police 
ever acceptable?

Two renowned civil rights lawyers, Michael Suss-
man and King Downing, will answer questions about 
what to do when you have an encounter with a po-
lice offi  cer on Tuesday, February 19, 6 to 8 p.m. in 
room 100 North of the Student Union Building at 
SUNY New Paltz. There will be time to provide your 
testimony of personal police experiences and ask 
questions of the lawyers.  

Brought To Light at Elting Library 

In honor of Black History Month, Elting Memorial 

Room of the library, located at 93 Main Street in New 
Paltz. The fi lm is a story of rediscovery, respect and 
change. In rural Upstate NY, the cleanup eff orts by a 
few villagers of some stone markers in an overgrown 
fi eld lead to the rediscovery of a forgotten “slaves’ 
cemetery” in which hundreds of African Americans 
were buried during the 1800s. A portal to the past 
lives of Kinderhook’s lesser-known non-white popu-
lation, the documentary explores Black History and 
the eff orts of some Hudson Valley residents to re-
store respect to the Persons of Color Cemetery. This 
one-hour documentary features the archaeological 
dig to place the interpretive sign and a Ground Pen-

Women’s Studio Workshop to hold
its 22nd annual Chili Bowl Fiesta 

O
N FEBRUARY 23, the Women’s Studio Workshop (WSW) will transform the SUNY Ul-
ster dining hall with a vast and colorful landscape of hand-crafted pottery to celebrate 
over two decades of ceramics and community. This is the second year the event will be 
hosted in the dining hall at SUNY Ulster, providing them with more space to showcase 

the increasing amount of bowls, attendees and chili. 
 Every bowl purchased at the Chili Bowl Fiesta comes with a hearty helping of chili. Each year, 

the Chili Bowl Fiesta draws over 700 attendees. To prepare for the event, WSW’s ceramic studio 
has been abuzz with activity. Local artists and volunteers have been hand-building their unique 
pieces or throwing them on the potter’s wheel, then glazing, decorating and fi ring them in the 
WSW kilns. 

 Nearly 1,000 handmade bowls, mugs and tumblers are created throughout the year by staff , in-
terns, resident artists, students and volunteers. Because so many hands contribute to this process, 
each vessel is one-of-a-kind, and widely varied in shape, size, color, decoration, and, of course, 
price-point. 

 Not only will Fiesta guests enjoy live entertainment, raffl  e drawings and the satisfaction of 
supporting local arts, but they’ll also put their new wares to use with a complementary serving 
of piping hot chili. More than 20 Hudson Valley restaurants and chefs donate 50+ gallons of chili, 
satisfying meat lovers, vegans and vegetarians alike. Guests can also buy a paper bowl and bot-
tomless bellies can purchase additional servings. 

 All proceeds from the Chili Bowl Fiesta support artistic programming at WSW.

LAUREN THOMAS

Megan Shea and Rachel Dubicki at theChili Bowl Fiesta in 2017.

Library will present a free historical fi lm showing of 
Brought to Light | Unearthing the History of an Afri-
can-American Cemetery in Kinderhook, NY on Thurs-
day, February 21, 7 p.m., in the Steinberg Reading 
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February 15 for this free event.
Attendees will be guided in fi guring out how much 

sleep they need and natural ways to support their 
sleep and melatonin production. It will include spe-
cifi c steps to take in the areas of diet, rest, exercise, 
stress reduction and supplementation to support 
good sleep. Examples include evaluating your sleep 
patterns, benefi ts of melatonin, gut health and your 
sleep and hormone health and your sleep.

To pre-register for the class, call the library at 255-
1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. Classes take 
place in the library community room. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

SnowBall school fundraiser in 
Highland to be held on February 23

The Highland Educational Foundation in the High-
land Central School District operates as a nonprofi t 
with the purpose of raising funds to give students op-
portunities not allowed for in the operating budget, 
enriching their studies and enhancing their overall 
school experience.

The group’s major fundraiser is the SnowBall din-
ner dance and silent auction, which will be held this 
year on Saturday, February 23 from 6:30-11 p.m. at 
Novella’s, located at 2 Terwilliger Lane in New Paltz 
The cost is $60 per person with advance ticket pur-
chase or $65 at the door. Beer and wine, along with 
soft drinks, coff ee and tea, are included with the buf-
fet dinner and there will also be a cash bar available.

Funds are raised at the event through table spon-
sors, a raffl  e and 50/50 drawing, and the silent auction 
of items donated by local businesses. The Highland 
Rotary Club also gives a generous donation each year.

The year’s event will feature something new: the 
inauguration of the Highland Hall of Fame for nota-
ble alumni. The fi rst inductees will be Dr. Katherine 
Magliano and Benjamin Bragg. The latter graduated 
from Highland High School in 1942 and remained an 
active supporter of the district until his recent pass-
ing in November. A Husky Pride Award will also be 
given to a staff  member who goes “above and be-
yond for the kids.”

Gardiner library presents Slow Jam

 The Gardiner Library will off er Slow Jam this Sun-
day, February 17 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. All musicians 
and acoustic instruments are welcome.

The Slow Jam allows those new to playing an 
acoustic instrument to practice with some friendly, 
local musicians. Musicians gather to play old time, 
folk songs, bluegrass, Western and other homespun-
type songs. Participants play at a slower pace, so 
everyone is given the chance to learn the songs. 
There’s no audience and no pressure. 

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Rosendale Farmers Market is 
accepting vendor application
for 2019 season

The Rosendale Farmers Market, located in the 
Willow Kiln Park behind the Rosendale Theatre, op-
erates every Sunday from June through October. In 
2019, the market will celebrate its 14th year. 

This year, organizers are looking to expand and 
add up to ten new vendors. Currently, they are in 
need of a local farmer who raises grass-fed beef, 

etrating Radar Survey conducted at the site. Moving 
excerpts from the 2017 cemetery rededication cere-
mony and a dramatization involving oral history and 
the Underground Railroad are included.

A question-and-answer session will be part of the 
evening, and the fi lmmaker will be present.

For additional information, call 255-05030.

Next Year’s Words to meet
on February 20

The upcoming meeting of Next Year’s Words will 
feature poems by Emily Vanston, the poetry and 
prose of Susan Vinette and the fi ction of Steve Liss 
on Wednesday, February 20, 7:30 p.m., at the Jew-
ish Congregation of New Paltz Community Center, 
located at 30 North Chestnut Street in New Paltz. Su-
san Chute will be the curator.

The event will also feature an open mic and refresh-
ments will be served. The suggested donation is $3.

For additional information, e-mail npnextyear-
swords@gmail.com.

Volunteer for the Town of New Paltz

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers 
to serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water 
Open Space Protection Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Police Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee, Public Access Committee and the Recreation 
Committee. Interested parties are asked to submit a 
letter of interest and resume to the supervisor’s of-
fi ce at P.O. Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail 
assistant@townofnewpaltz.org.

Town of Gardiner is looking
for volunteers

The Town of Gardiner has vacancies on the Plan-
ning Board and the Environmental Conservation 
Commission. Interested parties should send a copy 
of their resume to Supervisor Marybeth Majestic at 
supervisor.tog@gmail.com.

Absentee ballot applications 
available for school board election 
and budget vote

The New Paltz Central School District announces 
that absentee ballot applications for the 2019 Board of 
Education election and school budget vote are avail-
able at the district offi  ces, located at 1 Eugene Brown 
Drive in New Paltz. Absentee ballot applications can 
also be downloaded on the district website: www.new-
paltz.k12.ny.us under District Announcements. 

 All absentee ballot applications must be received 
by the district clerk at least seven days (May 14, 2019) 
before the vote if the ballot is to be mailed to the 
qualifi ed voter, or the day before the vote if the bal-
lot is to be delivered personally to the qualifi ed voter. 
By law, the original signature of the absentee voter is 
required on the application and must be delivered to 
the district clerk by mail or in person. Applications 
cannot be accepted electronically. 

 Absentee ballots given by the district clerk in per-
son may only be given to the qualifi ed voter. 

 All absentee ballots must be received by the dis-
trict clerk no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, May 21, 
2019. Questions regarding absentee ballot applica-
tions should be directed to the district clerk at (845) 
256-4031. 

Nutritional series with Christina 
Pominville: Part two

The Gardiner Library is currently hosting a nutri-
tional series with Christina Pominville. Part two of 
the series: Sleep is Good will be held this Saturday, 
February 16 from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Pre-register by 

pork, lamb and goat; a baker who uses local ingredi-
ents; a local coff ee roaster; a vendor who sells fresh 
fi sh; and someone who makes hard cider and/or 
beer using local ingredients.

If you are interested in joining the market, e-mail 
keoldehoff @gmail.com for an application.

Town of New Paltz
recreation update

Table tennis will be off ered at the New Paltz Com-
munity Center on Wednesdays beginning February 
13 from 1 to 4 p.m.  All ages are welcome. For fur-
ther information, call 255-2512 or visit recreation@
townofnewpaltz.org.

Photography classes with Carl Cox 
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library is currently hosting a fi ve-class 
series of photography classes with Carl Cox. The sec-
ond class: How to Make Better Pictures will take place 
this Saturday, February 16 from 2 to 4 p.m. Whether 
you own a cell phone or digital SLR camera, this class 
aims to change attendees’ relationship with their cam-
era by giving basic photography rules and improving 
composition. Each class costs $20 and attendees must 
pre-register by the Friday before each class.

To pre-register for the class, call the library at 255-
1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. Classes take 
place in the library community room. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

WOW Wellness Challenge
wrap-up event

Join the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce 
for its WOW (Wisdom of Women) Wellness Challenge 
wrap-up on Tuesday, February 19, 5:30 p.m., at The 
L Salon, located at 234 Main Street in New Paltz. Par-
ticipants will celebrate their success and dedication 
of wellness over the 30-day challenge. The L Salon 
will provide a braid bar, snacks and mocktails.

There will be prizes. To register for this free event, 
visit newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243.

Storytime theater program
with Carolyn Thorenz

A storytime theater program with Carolyn Thorenz, 
designed for ages 9-11, will be held on fi ve consecutive 
Fridays, March 1 through April 5, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the 
Gardiner Library. The full series is $25.

If you’re interested in acting, stage crew or pro-
gram design, this is a great beginning. Pre-register 
by February 22. A public performance by the story-
time theater troupe will be held Saturday, April 6 at 
11 a.m. . Casting for roles in Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears retold by Jan Brett and Goldilocks and the Three 
Dinosaurs retold by Mo Willems and casting for play-
ers in nursery rhymes during intermission.

To pre-register for the class, call the library at 255-
1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. Classes take 
place in the library community room. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

FAMILY OWNED FOR 30+ YEARS

100+ TV channels, free wireless internet,  
fitness area and guest laundry. 

Free Continental Breakfast.  
Handicap accessible rooms available.

1/4 mile to NYS Thruway. 

All local police, firefighters, and EMTs 15% off with valid ID.

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz
845-255-8865 • www.abviofnewpaltz.com

GROUP DISCOUNT RATES

THE BAKERY
Serving New Paltz for over 37 years

You’ll Love

Truffles  Fine Chocolates

Valentine’s Cakes & Cupcakes

Heart-shaped Cookies

Chocolate Covered  
Strawberries
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Eve Walter announces 
candidacy for Ulster 
County Legislature

N
EW PALTZ RESIDENT Eve Walter, 
Village of New Paltz Planning Board 
chair and youth and women’s eq-
uity advocate, has announced  her 

candidacy for Ulster County Legislator rep-
resenting the core of New Paltz. County leg-
islative district 20 is comprised of the three 
voting districts in the Village (1,4,9), as well 
as one voting district (8) in the Town of New 
Paltz.

Hector Rodriguez, the current Ulster Coun-
ty Legislature for District 20, announced re-
cently that he would not seek re-election.

“I have wanted to serve in our county leg-
islature for well over a decade, and now the 
time is right for me to seek this offi  ce,” said 
Walter. “Many years ago when I was chair of 
the county’s youth advocacy board, I realized 
I could be more eff ective getting funding to 
youth programs in our county as a legislator 
rather than an advocate. Ever since then, I 
have been looking for opportunities to get more ‘on the ground’ experience to ensure I was pre-
pared to run when the time came, and that time is now. I’m ready to make the commitment to serve 
my community in our county legislature.”

Walter is currently a Research Scientist at both the Institute for Family Health and the Benjamin 
Center for Public Policy Initiatives at SUNY New Paltz. Walter’s Ph.D. is in Epidemiology, and her 
research areas include violence against women, youth risk behaviors and income/racial disparities 
in health. She also created the fi rst  public opinion poll centered views on women (VOW Poll) imple-
mented across New York State in 2017. Eve has served as an independent evaluator to many regional 
non-profi ts including: Family Services, Family of Woodstock, Ulster County Department of Health 
and Westchester Institute for Human Development.

Over the course of the past few decades, Walter has been civically engaged in multiple ways, 
demonstrating her commitment to  public service. She is the former vice chair of the Ulster County 
Criminal Justice Council, former president of the Rosendale Theatre and was appointed as a com-
missioner on the New York State Women’s Suff rage Commission. Since November 2017, she has 
served on the Village of New Paltz Planning Board, where she is currently the chair.

Walter’s agenda for county government change includes: innovations to improve the public trans-
portation system, increasing aff ordable housing and decreasing the cost of living, ensuring the coun-
ty has its own hospital of excellence, collaborating with the local governments to reduce employee 
health insurance costs, redistributing sales and short-term rental tax to increase shares to towns 
and villages and implementing a more robust agenda to move the county toward net-zero carbon 
emissions. 

Walter is the mother of Daisy and Quinn, stepmother of Reilly, Fiona and Kieran and wife of Craig 
Weinstein, the varsity soccer coach at New Paltz high school. Her top priority is to truly represent 
her community and she says she will be actively seeking out ways to hear from her neighbors over 
the course of this campaign in order to be fully responsive to constituents and understand  concerns 
locally and across the county.

LAUREN THOMAS

Eve Walter.

Matthew Rojas released on bail,
Luis Martinez still in custody

Matthew Rojas, a local performer who was picked 
up by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agents on his way to a court appearance in New Paltz 
on November 25, was released on bail February 1. 
Rojas’ apprehension caused an uproar, not only 
among friends and supporters, but New Paltz Town 
Board members who had passed a law declaring 
New Paltz a sanctuary for undocumented residents. 
Rojas is a member of a group which is central to the 
immigration debate in recent years; namely those 
brought illegally into this country when they were 
children. While some believe that their inability to 
come here of their own free will should be enough 
to give them leeway and perhaps even a path to citi-
zenship, others advocate for deportation to send a 
strong message that American immigration laws will 
be enforced in all cases.

According to friend Kevin Halcott, Rojas was grant-
ed a $7,500 bail request submitted by an attorney 
paid for largely through community donations. After 
a belated family Christmas celebration and reunion 
with local friends, Halcott said that Rojas is going to 
focus on rectifying his legal status.

Martinez gets support
Luis Martinez, the local business owner picked 

up by ICE agents when he arrived at his offi  ce last 
month, is also getting support from public offi  cials 
and private citizens. Town and village board mem-
bers passed a resolution in support of his release at 
their February 7 joint meeting, and Deputy Supervi-
sor Dan Torres said that letters supporting the same 
may be dropped off  at Town Hall in his mailbox. It’s 
not yet clear how to direct those, and Torres recom-
mends addressing them “to whom it may concern.”

-- Terence P Ward

Police advisory committee 
abolished; police advisory board 
created

The New Paltz Citizen’s Police Advisory Commit-
tee is no more, but even as New Paltz Town Board 
members ended its existence, they created a Citi-
zen’s Police Advisory Board to replace it. The reason 
for the action is that once the town attorney looked 
at what was done, the changes he recommended 
were extensive enough to require the overhaul.

The reason such a group of advisors exists at all 
is because Town Board members have served also 
on the Police Commission since Susan Zimet was 
last supervisor. Responsibilities of commissioners 
include not only oversight of police operations, but 
also budget recommendations; it was believed that 
the latter in particular should be performed by coun-
cil members since they’re the ones approving the 
budget in any case. The streamlined system has met 
with approval of the police chief, but community in-
terest in outside oversight was only heightened by 
the arrest of Paul Echols, who alleges he was abused 
by town offi  cers while detained last year.

The newly-created board won’t have any real au-
thority over offi  cers, as discipline pursuant to the 
existing contract rests largely with the chief and lieu-
tenant. That contract is up for negotiation this year.

-- Terence P Ward

Building the gateway

New Paltz Town Board members have restarted 
the process of passing a law to create a new gateway 
zone near the Thruway, in an eff ort to make the pro-
cess very defensible should the new rules be chal-
lenged in court. Michael Zierler, charged with coor-
dinating the eff ort, said that the purpose is to create 
a “solid paper trail” establishing the rationale for 
creating the new district and its benefi ts to the com-
munity. Theoretically, the threat of a lawsuit might 
wither in the face of a strong defense, which could 
avoid the cost of defending the law at all. At their 
February 7 meeting, Town Board members declared 
their board lead agency, as no one else has that right, 
and reviewed the fi rst part of the environmental as-
sessment form (EAF). The remainder of the EAF will 
be reviewed by month’s end, possibly during a spe-

cial meeting, and then a public hearing will be held 
on the law after that.

-- Terence P Ward

Pot of confusion

New Paltz Village and town offi  cials are stymied 
as to next steps for a proposed local law to regulat-
ing using cannabis in public. The possibility of rec-
reational use becoming legal in the state doesn't 
eliminate all of the reasons local laws are being con-
sidered, but without the text of a state law it's not at 
all clear what a local rule should look like. At their 
February 7 joint meeting, town and village offi  cials 
went around in circles, asking questions, agreeing 
that the answers were not immediately available and 
then asking similar ones yet again.

While the idea of creating a "loitering for the in-
tention of consuming cannabis" law emerged from 
concerns that students were being targeted through 
various nuisance laws, including unlawful posses-
sion of marijuana, noise and open alcohol contain-
ers, the factor most often mentioned around the table 
was money. Local laws mean that the fi nes go to the 
local municipality, while with state laws it's only a small 
portion and sometimes nothing at all. Supervisor Neil 
Bettez said that he's "frustrated" that cannabis could be 
legalized in such a way that the impacts would be ab-
sorbed locally; he wondered aloud if perhaps state po-

lice could be solely responsible for enforcing the new 
state rules when and if they are passed.

Mayor Tim Rogers, trustee Don Kerr and deputy 
mayor KT Tobin also made it clear that they were inter-
ested in fi nes that would stay local. The loitering law is 
supposed to also help avoid court appearances; with a 
fi xed fi ne, it's believed the ticket could be conveniently 
mailed in with a guilty plea and payment. (That pay-
ment would have to be by money order or bank check, 
as neither personal checks nor cash are accepted at the 
town court; not accepting cash may be illegal, but the 
practice itself would have to be challenged in court to 
determine that for certain.) Whether or not such tick-
ets could be mailed in was itself cast into doubt; that 
will have to be verifi ed as well.

After a lengthy conversation, the matter was laid 
down to allowing for more information to be gathered.

-- Terence P Ward

Vietnam veteran remembered, 
honored

Only one New Paltz resident died in the Vietnam 
war, and 50 years later he was remembered in a res-
olution passed by town and village elected offi  cials. 
Henry "Hennie" Hank Gerard Schulte enlisted in the 
Army on May 21, 1968 at the age of 19, and was de-
ployed to Vietnam on November 7 of that year. He 
earned eight diff erent commendations before being 
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killed in action on February 1, 1969, and a posthu-
mous promotion to corporal.

When next a tree is planted by village public 
works employees in a park or along a street, "it will 
be dedicated in Schulte's memory to commemorate 
his service and sacrifi ce," according to the text of the 
resolution adopted on February 7 at the joint town-
village board meeting.

-- Terence P Ward

State legislators consider expanding 
rent stabilization

New Paltz village and town offi  cials are watching 
closely to see if rent stabilization will become an op-
tion in Ulster County. State legislators will be con-
sidering the stabilization law this year; right now it 
only impacts New York City and certain adjacent 
counties, but activists are pushing for it to blanket 
the entire state. Even if that ambition is not realized, 
Ulster might be added to the list.

Should that come to pass, municipal leaders could 
choose to opt their communities into the program. 
Members of a nine-member county board would de-
cide how much rent could be increased each year 
based on a variety of factors. It's believed stabiliza-
tion could dampen interest of real estate specula-
tors, and also give tenants more comfort requesting 
needed repairs without fear of leases being ended 
without renewal.

-- Terence P Ward

Sprinklers for all

The current thinking about home sprinklers is 
that any law requiring them should cast a wide net. 
That net, according to New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers, 
should include new construction, buildings with sig-
nifi cant remodeling and any property listed on the 
rental registry. That’s a bit wider in the village than 
the remainder of the town, as there’s not yet a regis-
try beyond the village boundary.

Identical laws are being considered for both munici-
palities, with a one-year grace period for rental prop-
erties. Town Board members Marty Irwin and Julie 
Seyfert-Lillis would like to see a registry law put on the 
town books, ensuring still more properties with sprin-
klers. The systems are designed to increase the chanc-
es of escape, which also reduces the need for rescues 
by fi refi ghters. Supervisor Neil Bettez said he believes a 
fi re death is otherwise inevitable.

-- Terence P Ward

Community wireless

Representatives of a company called SkyPacket 
Networks pitched New Paltz town and village offi  -
cials on creating a community wireless network at 
their February 7 joint meeting. The idea would hinge 
largely upon tapping into "dark fi ber" — optical fi ber 
bandwidth that's already on the poles but not being 
fully utilized — and radio units to broadcast that signal. 
Access to that fi ber would be negotiated with owners, 
and an important SkyPacket revenue stream would 
be reselling some of that bandwidth to other provid-
ers. Local residents and business owners could also 
purchase access to a network which, particularly in 
the village core, is expected to be faster and cheaper 
than what's available via Charter, the cable company. 
Expanding that network into the less-populated por-
tions of the town will be more challenging.

Company representatives will now work on a de-
sign to bring back to local leaders. It's expected to 

include a proposal for free access along Main Street.
-- Terence P Ward

Public access pitch

Members of the joint New Paltz town-village Pub-
lic Access Committee have ambitions: they want to 
expand the off erings on channel 23 beyond just dry 
government meetings, increase ways to view all pro-
gramming beyond just tuning into cable channel 23 
and turn the entire enterprise from a government 
function into a nonprofi t organization. To do that 
takes time, however, and until they manage it they'd 
very much rather not see their funding cut.

Committee chair Anton Stewart and his predeces-
sor, Andrea Russo, spoke to town and village offi  cials 
at the joint meeting on February 7. Aware that fund-
ing for the public access coordinator might get re-
moved from the next village budget, they explained 
what the job entails and why they'd prefer to leave it 
in place for now. The coordinator manages the tech-
nical details of getting programming on the channel 
either live or recorded, which committee members 
don't presently have the time or training to oversee.

While this is just one more function which could 
in theory be handled solely by volunteers, Stewart 
pointed out that the funding right now is just seven 
percent of the franchise fee paid to utilize public 
rights-of-way for television cable. That money is un-
der threat in any case: due to how the law is phrased, 
it only comes from television subscribers, which are 

in decline, and doesn't count internet access. Stew-
art would like to see that changed, but there's actu-
ally pressure to do just the opposite and remove the 
franchise fee requirement entirely.

Village and town approaches to public access al-
ready vary. Village meetings are no longer fi lmed by 
a person, and after more than two years it appears 
that staff  members have worked out ways to make 
the automatic system installed during the last West 
administration less labor-intensive overall. Village 
meetings are also broadcast on YouTube live, unlike 
town meetings. Stewart is a fan of that, but noted 
that there is no guarantee that such a site will always 
have such a free service available.

Russo chaired the committee before there was a 
coordinator at all, and assured local lawmakers that 
it was a large burden on members to ensure every-
thing was working fi ne, all the time. She acknowl-
edged that "the end of channel 23 is in sight," but it's 
not quite in focus. Village trustee Don Kerr agreed, 
but pointed out that a signifi cant number of resi-
dents appear more comfortable watching on televi-
sion than online; he thought it might not yet be time 
to fully gut the funding. Stewart opined that even 
with several options, many people prefer watching 
programs on a television set rather than a computer 
or mobile device.

However the funding question is resolved, there is 
a promise for a dedicated public access space in vil-
lage hall; committee members are grateful and eager 
to use it.

-- Terence P Ward
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JIM LONGBOTHAM

A hemlock forest.

REGION | NATURE

by Frances Marion Platt

I
F YOU’VE EVER gone cross-country skiing or 
snowshoeing in the Shawangunks, you know 
that a grove of snow-laden hemlock trees is one 
of our region’s unsurpassable winter beauties, 

creating an aura of magic of the sort that we asso-
ciate with fairy tales set somewhere in Bavaria. But 
the Eastern hemlock, Tsuga canadensis, is more than 
just a picturesque landscape feature. It’s what ecolo-
gists call a “climax species,” meaning that it’s a sign 
of a mature, healthy forest, and a “foundation spe-
cies,” meaning that it creates a unique habitat.

Hemlocks favor steep slopes and rocky stream-
banks, their shallow, branching root systems serving 
to stabilize soil against erosion. They like to grow 
densely, their shady canopy keeping fl owing water 
cool enough to support native trout populations and 
suppressing the seeds of invasive plant species from 
sprouting. Hermit thrushes, warblers and vireos fa-
vor their branches for perching and nesting. Porcu-
pines, deer and moose depend on their soft needles 
and inner bark as food sources.

The Eastern hemlock is the third most common 
tree in New York State, and more of them grow here 
than in any other state. But its reign is now threat-
ened by an insect pest native to southern Japan, im-
ported to the US in the 1950s and to New York in 
the 1980s, very likely via infected nursery stock. It’s 
called the hemlock wooly adelgid, commonly abbre-
viated HWA, and it is slowly strangling the life out of 
millions of native hemlock trees in our region. That’s 
the bad news. The good news, according to Charlotte 
Malmborg of the New York State Hemlock Initiative 
(NYSHI), a project of Cornell University who gave an 
illustrated lecture on the subject at SUNY New Paltz 
last Thursday, is that scientists are doing something 
about it – and you can help.

As might be deduced from the binomial nomencla-
ture of this species, Adelges tsugae is adapted to eat 
only one thing: hemlocks. Malmborg explained that 
hemlock species in many other parts of the world 
had HWA evolve alongside them, prompting natural 
predators to co-evolve over the millennia. Until re-
cently, our Eastern hemlocks had no such codepen-
dent neighbors. Consequently, they are easy prey for 
HWA now that the insects have arrived.

Malmborg described the tiny adelgid as essen-
tially “a big beachball body attached to a long suck-
ing mouthpart.” It lives to suck out a hemlock tree’s 
nutrients, and is only able to move during one brief 
stage of its life cycle, called a “crawler” by entomolo-
gists. It spends most of its existence dug into the un-
derside of a hemlock twig, spinning a white, wooly, 
waxy mass about itself that resembles a tiny cotton 
ball. They’re easy to identify, fortunately – especially 
from late fall to early spring.

It’s not the HWA’s vampiric habits that spell even-
tual death for the tree, so much as the fact that the 
tree keeps trying to patch up the minute punctures 
that the insects infl ict. “Blocking the wound stops 
the fl ow of nutrients” within the tree’s circulatory 

system, Malmborg explained, leading to die-off  of 
aff ected branches. And as branches die, subsequent 
generations of the adelgids – which, being asexual, 
don’t need to go downtown and fi nd a mate to lay 
eggs – migrate to higher branches, until fi nally the 
whole tree dies.

This process can take anywhere from four to 20 
years from the time that a particular tree is infest-
ed. Colder climates tend to slow down the process, 
which works in our favor here in the Northeast. A 
sudden severe cold snap can set a local population 
of adelgids back signifi cantly (though the survivors 
will be tougher than their forebears, because that’s 
how evolutionary adaptation works). If you spot a 
hemlock tree whose lowest branches are turning 
grey, showing no “tennis-ball green” new growth 
in springtime, according to Malmborg, you’ve got a 
sick tree on your hands. But it may not be too late 
to save it.

There are two chemical pesticides currently avail-
able to halt the progress of HWA in an infested tree. 
Dinotefuran, which is patented (and therefore cost-
lier) and sold under the brand names Safari and 
TransTect, is fast-acting and has a short life after 
application. The best intervention for a tree that is 
badly infested and in imminent danger of death, di-
notefuran can only be legally used by a certifi ed ap-
plicator, and only works during the spring and fall, 
“when the trees are transpiring.” Applied directly to 
the basal bark, it’s less likely to impact nearby water 
supplies than the other widely available option: imi-
dacloprid, which anyone can purchase and apply as 
a soil drench around the tree’s roots. Imidacloprid is 
a slow-acting, systemic insecticide that will persist in 
the tree for four to seven years, so is regarded as the 
best choice for only lightly infested trees that have 
more time to spare before they’re overwhelmed by 
the pest.

Both insecticides are classifi ed as neo-nicotinoids, 
which means that they are potentially hazardous 
to pollinating insects like honeybees. Fortunately, 
notes Malmborg, “Hemlocks are wind-pollinated,” 
and don’t have fl owers attractive to bees. Moreover, 
she says, neo-nicotinoids “selectively bind in in-
sects and not vertebrates,” so don’t present a major 
problem of bioaccumulating up the food chain. Still, 
chemical pesticides rightly make people nervous, 
and there are studies going on in the Great Smoky 
Mountains – which has worse HWA problems than 

New York State – to monitor the eff ects of dinotefu-
ran and imidacloprid on non-target organisms, and 
to identify best practices to “prevent cascading eco-
logical eff ects.”

Closer to home, testing of “integrated pest man-
agement” biocontrols by NYSHI has been underway 
for more than a decade. Malmborg and her col-
leagues have been breeding and releasing two natu-
ral predators of adelgids that co-evolved with hem-
lock species in the Pacifi c Northwest. One is a beetle, 
Laricobius nigrinus, which is prey-specifi c – when of-
fered a variety of food choices, HWA was “the only 
thing they wanted to eat” – and has a life cycle that 
syncs well with the invasive pests. The other consists 
of two species of silver fl y of the genus Leucopsis, 
whose larvae feed on adelgid eggs.

Just last year, NYSHI scientists successfully bred 
the silver fl ies in their laboratory for the fi rst time. 
Leucopsis has been released at ten HWA-infested 
hemlock stands on public land in New York State 
since 2015. Laricobius beetles have been released 
21 times since 2009 (including in Minnewaska State 
Park last year); the release sites are monitored annu-
ally, and the Adelgidbusters were recently heartened 
to discover that fi ve of the original sites now have 
self-sustaining beetle populations.

To hold the line against further encroachment by 
HWA, NYSHI needs citizen scientists to get involved, 
says Malmborg. The fi rst step, if you’re a property 
owner, is to inventory your own land. Find out exact-
ly where you have Eastern hemlocks. Note any that 
look greyish, dull and dry, or are dropping branches. 
Check the undersides of twigs, on all sides of each 
tree, for cottony masses. Then comes management: 
Treat infested trees as needed. And let NYSHI know 
if you have a problem, or if you spot infested hem-
locks in other locales, so they can add your data to 
their mapping eff orts, and perhaps use that site for 
chemical or biocontrol treatment. If you have a hem-
lock hedge that appears to be in perfect health, they 
want to know that too, as baseline data – and a pos-
sible future battleground.

A wealth of guidance on how to exercise vigilance 
against the onslaught of the hemlock wooly adelgid 
in your own back yard can be found at https://blogs.
cornell.edu/nyshemlockinitiative, www.lhprism.
org and www.nyimapinvasives.org. The latter even 
provides an app that can be used to identify invasive 
species in the fi eld using your cellphone camera. ++
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How to join the citizen scientist brigade that’s saving our hemlock trees
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LLOYD | TOWN BOARD

Peaker plant turnabout

Perhaps peaker plants are a good thing, after all.
Last month, Lloyd Town Board members imposed 

a moratorium on fossil-fuel power plants which are 
small enough to be regulated locally, rather than 
by state offi  cials. At their February 6 meeting, they 
learned that a proposal to build such a plant in Ulster 
has been redesigned to run on renewable energy. Ul-
ster supervisor Jim Quigley sees this new develop-
ment as a benefi t and briefed his Lloyd colleagues 
about it in his capacity as president of the Supervi-
sors’ Association for Ulster County.

According to Quigley, the Glidepath proposal now 
calls for a plant that is battery-powered instead of 
using natural gas and environmentalists are calling 
it a “cutting-edge project.” Instead of fi ghting against 
unwelcome consequences of the anticipated closure 
of Indian Point, Quigley believes plants like this one 
could position the towns of Lloyd and Ulster to be 
leaders in creating a new standard for the state’s en-
ergy grid. With state subsidies promised but not in-
fi nite, Quigley believes it’s best to act sooner rather 
than later.

No proposal has been formally submitted in Lloyd, 
but the new moratorium would not actually be trig-
gered by this new idea, as it would not use fossil fuels 
to generate additional power.

-- Terence P Ward

Water line improvement planned

Issues of extremely low pressure in some Town of 
Lloyd fi re hydrants is stemming from the same prob-
lems that led to a serious leak problem just about 
year ago, Lloyd town council members learned at 
their February 6 workshop meeting. The fi x involves 
replacing a main which is about a century old, and 
adding an additional connection to create a loop 
where there is only a dead-end pipe now. The esti-
mate $337,000 this project will cost can be paid for 
without borrowing, as well.

Engineer Ray Jurkowski explained that low hy-
drant fl ow along Grove Street led to tests of others in 
the area, and that the problem is twofold: one very 
old, cast-iron main and the fact that the water sys-
tem in this part of town has a dead-end pipe while 
loops help keep the pressure up. It's not an issue for 
residents, who don't need nearly as much water as 
fi refi ghters might, but the low pressure in two hy-
drants is serious enough that the problem should 
be addressed as soon as possible. Council members 
agreed and started the process which should result 
in construction this year.

When the Church Street water main broke last 
year, the ancient valves couldn't be shut off  com-
pletely to facilitate repairs. 835 feet of pipe there 
would be replaced with a new eight-inch main. The 
old one would be capped and abandoned in place, 
which will be a kindness to town water workers. In 
the past, when old mains were replaced they weren't 
necessarily taken out of service, which means chas-
ing down leaks involves checking both pipes. This 
time it will be clear which one is working and which 
is just taking up space. However, to do that will re-
quire installing new water service to all the buildings 
along that stretch.

A new connector between Church and Grove 
streets will create a loop to enhance water pressure.

There is over $200,000 set aside to pay for bond 
anticipation notes, short-term borrowing until a 
bond can be issued. Council members agreed that 
using that money to avoid borrowing entirely is ap-
propriate; the cost of borrowing the money would 
be about $25,000, not including the interest paid for 
the loan. The remainder, some $133,500, could com-
fortably come out of the water district fund balance, 
avoiding putting most costs on water users to make 
these improvements.

A vote to move forward with designing the project 

and preparing to put it out to bid is anticipated for 
the next meeting. If that occurs, construction should 
start this summer and be completed in time for pav-
ing in the fall.

-- Terence P Ward

Taxing paperwork

Claiming property-tax exemptions has become 
more complicated this year, according to Lloyd as-
sessor Jennifer Mund. Senior citizens in particular 
are being asked for much more paperwork, and as 
the March 1 deadline looms, she is talking to a lot 
of town residents who have come into her offi  ce for 
help. "Some of them don't have any of it fi lled out, 
and that's okay," she told town council members at 
their February 6 workshop meeting. Others have 
mailed in incomplete forms and her staff  members 
are trying to help get all the requests fi led correctly.

-- Terence P Ward

Billing snafu snags council member

Lloyd Town Board member Joseph Mazzetti was 
mistakenly charged for someone else's unpaid wa-
ter bill, and he wants to make sure it doesn't happen 
to anyone else. The charges were relevied onto his 
property tax bill because the section, block and lot 
information was incorrect. The error could result in 
the assessor's offi  ce no longer being involved in that 
process at all.

Unpaid water charges are relevied onto property 
tax bills as a matter of course, but the SBL number 
used in the assessor's offi  ce to diff erentiate parcels 
isn't normally used at all in water billing. That's be-
cause there can be multiple water accounts in the 
same building and the billing address might be 
someplace else entirely. While the practice in Lloyd 
has been for staff  members in the assessor's offi  ce 
to plug the numbers in, it's more common to work 
with someone in the county's real property tax of-
fi ce directly. "It's not an assessment function," said 
town assessor Jennifer Mund, and because it entails 
changing fi gures produced in another department, 
auditors have recommended stopping the practice.

There are about 1,700 water and sewer accounts, 
and supervisor Adam Litman is ensuring they all 
get checked for such mistakes. About 20 have been 
identifi ed, but as the need to relevy is "quite rare" 
according to Mund, this was the fi rst time it resulted 
in an issue. Mazzetti appeared to accept the situation 
with good grace, even the fact that a refund check 
for the excess won't be cut until July. He even off ered 

a suggestion to resolve the apartment issue: conform 
account numbers to the SBL, and number the me-
ters to match the apartments. Litman said he'd look 
into that.

-- Terence P Ward

Bring in your dogs

Don't leave your dog outside if you want it to live: 
that's what Town of Lloyd animal control offi  cer An-
drew McKee wants people to know. Not only do the 
waves of biting cold weather put them at risk — "I 
welcome animal welfare calls," he told Lloyd Town 
Board member February 6 — but predators are on 
the prowl. McKee knows of six dogs attacked by coy-
otes in the region, and another ten who ran away 
and never returned. Another large dog was attacked 
by a fi sher, a mesopredator related to the weasel 
which thrives in even very urban environments and 
can be dangerous. All told, "It's been horrendous this 
year," he said.

-- Terence P Ward

Plowing the trail

Lloyd Highway Superintendent Richard Klotz told 
Town Board members at their February 6 workshop 
meeting that snow removal on the Hudson Valley 
Rail Trail extension amounts to $900 per storm. The 
stretch, along Route 299, is highly visible and Klotz 
has earned accolades for the eff orts to maintain it 
thus far. By comparison, it costs about $1,200 to re-
move snow from the town lots, and to shovel it from 
the sidewalks in the hamlet and the business district 
along Route 9W runs $9,000 to $12,000 each time 
the snow falls.

-- Terence P Ward

Tillson Drive project could result
in condemnation

Eff orts to straighten out the Tillson Avenue inter-
section with Toc Drive and Route 9W in the Town 
of Lloyd is nearing a point at which some property 
might have to be taken through the courts, because 
the owners haven't responded to requests to nego-
tiate. Rights-of-way are needed from the owners of 
eight properties who have not responded, according 
to Supervisor Paul Hansut, despite "making every ef-
fort" to reach them. Those owners should respond 
soon to avoid receiving legal papers instead.

-- Terence P Ward
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by Sharyn Flanagan

W
HEN SOMEONE PUBLISHES their 
fi rst novel, the assumption might be 
that it’s the realization of a long-held 
dream. But that’s not really how it 

happened for Rena Blumenthal, a New Paltz-based 
freelance rabbi who recently published her fi ctional 
novel, The Book of Israela (Wipf and Stock Publish-
ers, Resource Publications imprint, 2018).

“It just kind of happened,” she says of the book’s 
publication, noting that the fi rst draft was written 
during her fi rst year of rabbinical school, as a fi nal 
paper for a year-long class on Biblical civilization. 
After graduating and taking a position at Vassar as 
assistant director of the college’s Offi  ce of Religious 
and Spiritual Life, Blumenthal found herself that 
fi rst summer off  with time to fi ll and the desire to 
work on a good summer project. 

“I thought about this piece I’d written, and won-
dered if I could revisit it. It was more like a novella 
at that point, but I had a great conversation with a 
professor of creative writing at Vassar and he was re-
ally helpful in telling me how to take it from here 
to there. Every summer I would work two or three 
weeks on it, and it kept getting bigger and fatter, and 
now, many years later, here we are! It was a slow but 
kind of fun process.”

To those who ask what she plans to write about next, 
her response is swift and decisive. “I’m not writing any 
more novels! People tell me, ‘Oh of course you will,’ 
but no, I’m not. Writing is not my fi eld. I’m thrilled that 
it happened and I’m having fun with it, but I have no 
intention of writing another novel. I know you should 
never say ‘never,’ but I don’t think I will.”

In writing The Book of Israela, Blumenthal utilized 
elements of magical realism as well as knowledge 
gleaned during her fi rst career as a clinical psycholo-
gist. The protagonist, Kobi Benami, is a middle-aged 
psychologist working in Jerusalem in 2002 at the 
height of the second intifada. His life is a mess: his 
wife threw him out for his casual philandering, his 
daughter won’t speak to him and the new clinic di-
rector where he works has placed him on probation 
for his indiff erent work habits. 

When Benami gets a new patient, Israela, he fi nds 
her story to be full of uncanny biblical references and 
mysteries. She has a powerful and enigmatic husband, 
Y, who may or may not exist. According to the book’s 
synopsis, “Israela hasn’t seen Y in months, but she is 
being stalked by his prophet-like emissaries who span 
a wide spectrum of Israeli society – Orthodox to secu-
lar, right-wing settlers to left-wing urban elites – united 
only in their harsh condemnation of Israela, fi erce de-
votion to Y, and connection to The Outstretched Arm, 

a sinister organization purported to be run by Y.” 
Benami’s surreal encounters with his new patient 

force him to question everything… “to confront his 
own dysfunctional life patterns, his family’s tragic 
past and the endless war that rages around him.”

While the story is fi ctional, it takes place in a real 
time and place and the things that happen around 
the characters are real events, says Blumenthal. 
Magical realism comes into play through the char-
acter of Israela. “She’s ancient Israel made human,” 
the author explains. “The main character is having 
an encounter with ancient Israel in the person of this 
woman who comes to him as a patient.”

There is a sustained bit of Biblical metaphor that 
runs throughout the book that readers attuned to 
Biblical stories will enjoy fi nding the parallels, but 
Blumenthal says the reader does not need to under-
stand those allusions to enjoy the story and under-
stand what happens.

Elting Memorial Library will host an author talk 
with Rena Blumenthal on Thursday, April 4 at 7 p.m. 
The reading is co-sponsored by Inquiring Minds 
bookstore, which has copies of The Book of Israela in 
the shop now, as does Barner Books. The library also 
has a copy available to borrow.

A reading was held recently at the Jewish Com-

NEW PALTZ | PEOPLE

Resonating history
Rabbi Rena Blumenthal presents ancient Israel through the lens of magical realism
in her fi rst novel, “The Book of Israela”

munity Center to which some 30 people came, says 
Blumenthal, despite the frigid weather. “We had a 
wonderful discussion, about the nature of God and 
religious sexism and all kinds of big, important is-
sues; I was really thrilled.”

Blumenthal has lived in New Paltz for 15 years and 
says she feels “very, very supported” here by the 
community’s embrace of her book. From New York 
City originally – she grew up in Queens and later at-
tended Barnard College in Manhattan and Fordham 
University in the Bronx before living in Brooklyn for 
many years – Blumenthal says she always wanted to 
live in a small town. “And to live in such a beauti-
ful place is a blessing. When I left rabbinical school 
in Philadelphia, I said, ‘I’m not even going to glance 
at jobs in the big cities,’ because I was determined 
to live someplace beautiful. No off ense to New York, 
but I’m so happy to not be in a big city anymore.”

As a clinical psychologist, she worked with people 
of all ages in New York City and Jerusalem, in school 
settings and various types of clinical situations. Moving 
to New Paltz in 2003 for the job at Vassar, Blumenthal 
stayed there for 11 years working with the leadership 
of the Jewish student group called the Vassar Jewish 
Union and helping them develop Jewish life on cam-
pus. “We also did a lot of interreligious work, helping 
develop programming across groups and exploring 
larger issues. There was some one-on-one work with 
students, but it was a lot more about leadership devel-
opment than traditional pastoral counseling.” 

Blumenthal is now semi-retired, working as a 
freelance rabbi. This involves offi  ciating at many 
weddings, she notes, and consulting with campuses 
looking to grow Jewish life or just explore the role 
of religion on college campuses. She also works at 
Marist, and will be teaching there in the fall. 

In addition, Blumenthal leads a regular (almost 
monthly) alternative Shabbat morning service for the 
local congregation in New Paltz and leads the junior 
congregation every month. Her ordination in 2003 
came from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. 
She is a member and former board member of the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association, a member 
of the Rabbis Without Borders network, and a gradu-
ate of the rabbinic training program of the Institute for 
Jewish Spirituality. Blumenthal authored a chapter on 
Jewish chaplaincy in College & University Chaplaincy in 
the 21st Century, a text which is used in the training of 
college chaplains, published in October, 2018.

For more information, visit http://www.renablu-
menthal.com/. ++

LAUREN THOMAS

Rena Blumenthal.
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ROSENDALE | TOWN BOARD

Rosendale basketball courts
to be refurbished in memory
of Gerald Neal

Following years of eff ort, one of Terri Gittens’ dreams 
is fi nally about to come true. The High Falls resident 
has been organizing fundraising events with the aim 
of refurbishing the basketball courts at the Rosendale 
Recreation Center and placing a plaque there in mem-
ory of her son, Gerald W. Neal. At the February 6 meet-
ing of the Rosendale Town Board, Gittens presented 
town offi  cials with a check for $9,500, representing 
donations from many who had known Neal in his short 
lifetime and other community supporters.

Gittens expressed hope that the renovation work 
could commence this spring, with a projected dedica-
tion date of Sunday, June 2. It will consist of resurfac-
ing the basketball courts, painting and replacing the 
hoops, nets and benches.

Neal, a 2000 Rondout Valley High School graduate 
who perished in an automobile accident in 2001, had 
been a regular user of the Rec Center courts. He played 
both varsity and junior varsity basketball, and is also 
remembered for his volunteer work in crisis interven-
tion, and for creating the model for the high school’s 
senior/freshman mentoring program.

“We are happy to be able to honor her son in this 
manner,” said town supervisor Jeanne Walsh as she 
accepted the contribution on the Recreation Commit-
tee’s behalf. She added that the town would take the 
opportunity to resurface the nearby tennis courts dur-
ing the same time period that the basketball courts 
would be under construction.

“This will enable people who were in his inner circle 
to have some closure,” said Gittens, noting that Neal’s 
school friends had gone on to diverse paths in life as 
adults. “Some of them were never able to fully grieve and 
release Gerald. They can go there and have memories.”

-- Frances Marion Platt

Rosendale protests tax cap 
continuance, AIM funding cuts

Albany has been abuzz with activity since the new 
session of the state legislature has gotten underway, 
and some of the legislation that has been proposed, 
as well as certain provisions in governor Andrew 
Cuomo’s 2020 state budget, are seen as bad news by 
upstate municipalities. The two-percent cap in an-
nual increases in property taxes – a bane to municipal 
governments trying to cope with unfunded mandates 
and spiraling health insurance costs – could become 
permanent if pending bill S.01904 passes. The state 
budget also eliminates a category of state aid to towns 
and villages called Aid and Incentives to Municipalities 
(AIM) in instances where AIM represents less than two 
percent of the town’s total budget.

For Rosendale, the AIM cut would mean a loss of 
$31,465 in fi scal year 2019. “That’s a big hit for us,” 
said Rosendale town supervisor Jeanne Walsh. In ad-
dition, she said, the town stands to lose about $18,000 
in storm assistance under the proposed state budget. 
“That could mean cuts to personnel and services in 
town programs.”

In response, the Rosendale Town Board voted at its 
February 6 meeting to authorize two letters to be sent 
to Governor Cuomo, state senator Jen Metzger and as-
semblyman Kevin Cahill, seeking relief from the pro-
posed cuts and from the continuation of the tax cap. 
The letter addressing the tax cap notes that “other 
sources of revenue, such as state and federal aid, have 
remained stagnant while expenses continue to rise,” 
and advocates for reforms to the program.

Specifi cally, the tax cap letter asks for “the provision 
of exemptions associated with capital projects and in-
frastructure improvements in utilities, transportation 
and communications, which are required to improve 
our quality of life and grow our economy; exemptions 
for costs associated with road maintenance, repair, 
renovation and snow removal, which are required to 
make our streets safe for travel and grow our econo-
my” and “exemptions for structured costs such as pen-
sion contributions, health insurance, debt service and 
contract obligations including but not limited to, am-
bulance, fi re and emergency services.”

“The governor has been doing this with education, 
too,” said councilman Chris Pryslopski. “We all have to 
push back, to fi ght back… The New York Association of 

Towns has taken this position as well.”
-- Frances Marion Platt

GARDINER | TOWN BOARD

Gardiner to streamline rental fees 
for new Majestic Park Pavilion

With work completed on a brand-new Pavilion in 
George Majestic Memorial Park, the Town of Gardiner 
is moving toward simplifi cation of rental fees for the 
structure, in anticipation of a busy summer season. At 
its February 5 meeting, the Gardiner Town Board was 
presented with a proposal from the Parks and Recre-
ation Department to change the current fee schedule, 
with rates based on the number of people expected to 
attend an event, to one with fl at fees for residents and 
non-residents.

At present, rental of the Pavilion for one day costs 
$75 for under 25 people, $100 for 26 to $50, $150 for 
51 to 100 and $250 for 101 people or more. “Of course, 
everyone says they expect less than 25 people,” said 
town supervisor Marybeth Majestic.

The new system would not lend itself to such under-
representation: On weekends, use of the Pavilion for a 
day would cost $125 for Gardiner residents and $175 for 
non-residents. “From May to October, nearly every week-
end is booked,” noted town clerk Michelle Mosher, who 
is responsible for issuing permits and collecting fees for 
use of the Pavilion. On non-holiday weekdays, when de-
mand for use of the facility is signifi cantly lower, the new 
fl at rate will be $75 per day for all users.

Supervisor Majestic explained that these fees had 
been compared to those imposed by neighboring 
towns for similar facilities, and that Gardiner’s would 
fall “around the middle.” This was intentional, she 
said, so that the park facilities would continue to serve 
primarily local residents and not become a magnet for 
non-Gardinerites shopping for the cheapest deal.

Demand for use of the Pavilion is expected to in-
crease, now that the shabby, structurally unsound old-
er structure has been demolished and replaced. The 
new Pavilion was built on a concrete pad and is “a little 
larger” than its predecessor, the supervisor noted. “It 
looks a lot larger, because it has a higher roof.”

The Town Board took the proposed fee schedule un-
der consideration and was expected to vote on it at the 
February 12 meeting. After adoption, the new fees must 
be advertised for ten days before they go into eff ect.

In related news, the board approved the hiring of 
Camille Vining as program administrator and Brian 
Edelstein as camp director for Gardiner’s summer rec-
reation program. The program runs from July 1 to Au-
gust 20, and will begin accepting applications in early 
March.

-- Frances Marion Platt

COUNTY | NOTES

Who’ll run for county exec?

Ulster County Democrats will convene in Kingston 
next week to endorse a candidate for county executive 
and dozens of other local offi  ces. The nominating con-
vention is scheduled for Wednesday, February 20 at 6 
p.m. at the Best Western on Washington Avenue.

The most closely watched ballot will be the three 
way contest for county executive. Due to county execu-
tive Mike Hein’s resignation to take a job in the Cuomo 
administration and a quirk in the county charter, the 
Ulster County Democratic Committee — rather than a 
primary election — will determine who will compete 
to fi ll the fi nal months of Hein’s term. With as yet no 
Republican candidate in the race, Democratic Party 
offi  cials could next week eff ectively appoint the next 
county executive.

Former Woodstock town supervisor Jeff  Moran, se-
curity tech entrepreneur and former 19th Congressio-
nal District candidate Pat Ryan and Kingston business-
woman and former state senate candidate Pat Strong 
are seeking the nomination. Deputy county executive 
Marc Rider was also running, but ended his campaign 
Monday and endorsed Ryan. No Republican candidate 
has yet come forward. The GOP gathering is set for 
February 23.

Democratic and Republican county committee lead-
ers have called on Cuomo to cancel the special elec-
tion, both expensive and undemocratic, since party of-
fi cials and not rank-and-fi le party members will select 
the candidate. If Cuomo heeds the request, the elec-
tion will proceed to a June 25 primary and a November 
general election. Otherwise, the special election will 
take place within 90 days of February 11.

 -- Jesse J. Smith

Carnright won’t run again

Ulster County district attorney Holley Carnright an-
nounced last week that he would not seek a fourth 
four-year term in offi  ce. Instead, the long-serving DA 
has endorsed his chief assistant, Michael J. Kavanagh, 
to succeed him.

“I have known for many years a day would come 
when, if I am lucky, I’ll reach a point where I am of-
fered a choice to select a diff erent path,” Carnright 
wrote in a press release. “I have reached that point and 
look forward to new challenges that await me after the 
conclusion of my term.”

Carnright, 65, has served as Ulster County’s district 
attorney since 2008. He was most recently re-elected 
in 2015, running on the Republican, Conservative and 
Independence party lines. During his tenure, Carn-
right has committed resources to combating domestic 
violence, beefed up the offi  ce’s investigative arm and 
helped establish the countywide Ulster Regional Gang 
Enforcement Narcotics Team. In the press release, 
Carnright praised the team of assistants and investiga-
tors he had assembled as “champions of justice” who 
would continue to zealously prosecute wrongdoers 
while protecting the rights of all citizens.

In his statement, Carnright expressed hope that Ka-
vanagh, who has served as chief assistant district attor-
ney for four years, would enter the race to succeed him 
in offi  ce. Kavanagh is the son of former Ulster County 
DA and state Supreme Court judge E. Michael Kavana-
gh. So far, the only candidate to enter the DA’s race is 
Kingston trial attorney Dave Clegg. Clegg, who ran un-
successfully in last year’s Democratic primary for the 
19th Congressional District, is running as a reformer 
and has pledged to bring principles of restorative jus-
tice and a focus on rehabilitation to the DA’s job.

 -- Jesse J. Smith

WHY WE’RE THE PREFERRED TEAM!!
“After interviewing 4 Realtors my husband and I choose Colucci 
Shand Realty to sell our home.  We immediately felt a personal 

connection with our agent and she built trust throughout the 
process.  She helped us understand what to expect every step 
of the way and gave us great tips on staging our home to help 
it present at it’s very best.  We highly recommend our agent to 

anyone who is thinking of selling or buying.”

COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
255-3455

Gardiner Gables    2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525
www.coluccishandrealty.com

** Become a Fan of Colucci Shand Realty on Facebook **



 New Paltz Times 10 •  February 14, 2019

A winter walk
(Continued from page 1) 

land use among the indigenous people of the Hud-
son Valley. More than two dozen people, most of 
whom were smartly equipped with micro-spikes 
on their feet, gathered around a replica wigwam, 
poised shelterlike on an ice-covered lawn next to the 
DuBois Fort as Wexler introduced his fi rst of four 
seasonal nature walks, “The Midwinter Hunt: Bears, 
Stars and Snow.” 

Wexler has been studying the history, language 

and cultural practices of Hudson Valley’s indige-
nous people for most of his life. He explained that 
the Munsee people built these wigwams (meaning 
“home”) with saplings covered in grass, bark and/
or animal skins. He also pointed out that indigenous 
people lived in this area for thousands of years 
prior to European contact, and that the “extensive 
archaeological digs and research” conducted along 
Historic Huguenot Street each summer by the SUNY 
New Paltz Department of Anthropology have yielded 
“substantial evidence that gives us some insight into 
how the Esopus Munsee lived and moved and even 
constructed their wigwams right here on this very 
lawn.”

The young ethnoecologist was quick to point out 
that, besides the actual artifacts uncovered by an-
thropologists, most accounts of Munsee life? “come 
from the written record post-contact period,” he 

said. “So, you have to read these descriptions and 
narratives with a grain of salt, or at least with the un-
derstanding that these impressions are coming from a 
17th-century Eurocentric, and male, perspective.” The 
name “Esopus” Indians came from white European 
settlers. “When the Dutch settlers were constructing 
Kingston, they referred to the native people who lived 
‘by the creek or river’ as ‘Esopus’ Indians.”

He went on to explain that the Munsee people 
moved seasonally, as they viewed themselves as part 
of the land and not separate from it. “Their entire 
language is so diff erent from ours,” he said, noting 
that linguistically they can be traced back to the 
Algonquian language family, which he said “is very 
rich and descriptive as to what they’re seeing right 
in front of them. There’s not the same tenses or sen-
tence structure that we have at all. But sadly, there 
are only two people alive today that are still fl uent 
in the language, and I’m trying my best to learn as 
much as I can. But some of the words we use today 
can be traced back to them, including ‘Manhattan’ 
and ‘Shawangunk,’” he said.

The walk and talk focused mostly on the way that 
the Esopus Munsee interacted with the land season-
ally, noting that in “early winter they would be living 
up in the mountains, where they could hunt and trap 
deer and bear. By this time of the year, they would 
have settled into their wigwams along the riverbank, 
because they relied more on ice fi shing and hunting 
smaller game like squirrel and turkey.”

As the walk moved north along Huguenot Street, 
he pointed to an Atlantic white cedar tree on a resi-
dential front lawn (Craig Shankles’ home) and said how 
the Munsee revered this tree because it was one of the 
“only trees that they could use to construct their wig-
wams in the winter, because the bark was able to be 
peeled and stripped in the winter, unlike most of the 
trees they used to construct their homes.”

Although the Munsee were driven out by several 
forces (violence, genocide, alcoholism and land trea-
ties mostly designed to benefi t the Europeans’ inter-
ests) from the area by the late 17th century, there 
are still many descendants living on reservations 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Much of the Nyquist-Harcourt Nature Sanctuary was under ice during last Saturday's Historic Huguenot Street winter hiking series.
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The distinctive bark of the Hackberry tree on the Nyquist-Harcourt Nature Sanctuary off  of 
Huguenot Street in New Paltz.

in Wisconsin (the Stockbridge-Munsee 
community) and Ontario (Canadian 
Munsee community). Wexler has vis-
ited various enclaves of descendants 
in Ontario, and spoke of one Esopus 
Munsee descendant living in a “typical 
residential neighborhood” in Ontario 
who “sets fi re to his lawn each year,” 
so that a certain type of mushroom will 
grow after the earth has been scorched. 
“That’s a practice his Munsee descen-
dants used, and he still follows it today. 
So, although it’s been 400 years, there 
are still people who are practicing these 
land-use traditions.”

As the group came to the entrance of 
the Nyquist-Harcourt Sanctuary (a co-
sponsor of these seasonal nature walks), 
Wexler paused and looked towards the 
sun-streaked sky to talk about the Ple-
iades constellation and how it “was a 
big part of their spiritual life. They had 
many rich folktales about supernatural 
and animistic pregnancies. They also 
believed that orphans held great pow-
er and believed so strongly in the pu-
rity of children and protecting them.” 
The story goes, as Wexler tells it, that 
a group of children were dancing and 
started fl oating into the sky. Their par-
ents began to call out for them to come 
back. Although they wanted to come 
back, they could not, instead forming 
a tight cluster in the sky to become a 
calendar for their relatives and descen-
dants to follow. “They would use it to 
decide when it was a good day to hunt 
or to fi sh…for so many things.”

Down along the frozen oxbow, with 
ice clusters snapping and cracking, 
along with a cacophony of wind slicing 
through the bare-limbed trees, Wexler 
cautioned everyone to walk carefully 
and dig in their spikes, then pointed 
to a black walnut tree with reverence, as if he were 
placing his hand on something sacred. “Do you see 
these strong ridges and the dark brown color of the 
bark?” he said, gently moving his gloved hand along 
the trunk of the thick tree. Its Algonquian name 
could be loosely translated as “round fruit tree.” 
He explained how important all trees were to the 
Munsee people – but particularly this tree, because 
of its fruit, mostly for its medicinal purposes. “They 
crushed the nuts to make oil, but it was so strong 
that it could burn the skin. They used it to treat ring-

worm and other ailments, as it consists of antifungal 
properties, as well as the sap being used as mosquito 
repellent and the hulls used to expel parasites from 
the intestines and tea created for laxative purposes.

“But they never just cut into a tree. They would 
fi rst come and ask its permission and bring it off er-
ings like tobacco,” he explained. “Then they would 
wait so that the tree had time to communicate with 
other trees further away and alert them that there 
was a need for their healing properties. And they 
would not just strip it; they would try to take some 

of the sap from the roots or branches, 
so as not to kill the tree.”

Pointing towards the water that lay fro-
zen and dusted with snow and ice crys-
tals, he talked about how the Munsee 
people would “cut holes in the ice and 
then put a blanket over them, and when 
the sun shone it was like looking into an 
aquarium and they could spear fi sh.” He 
also said that, based on descriptions and 
artifacts, the Munsee people did not be-
lieve in heavy layering during the winter 
months. “They had shoes [moccasins] 
and a robelike garment, but there was a 
lot of skin exposure.” In fact, Wexler said, 
it was common practice for young boys 
to wake up and bathe in icy water every 
morning. “It’s a matrilineal culture, and so 
the mother’s brother, their uncle, would 
supervise this morning bathing while he 
smoked tobacco. They believed that this 
made the children hardier towards the 
cold and less vulnerable to it.”

Asked what they would eat in the win-
ter besides the fi sh or small game that 
they caught, Wexler explained that they 
would have dried fruit and berries and 
smoked, dried fi sh, as well as corn and 
squash that they either kept underneath 
their beds so they didn’t freeze, or in a 
storage pit approximately eight feet un-
derneath the ground that they would ac-
cess with a ladder that was “basically a 
log with shallow stairs,” he explained.

Being mindful of the cold and hear-
ing no requests to go for an ice bath, 
Wexler and his band of interested citi-
zen/scholars wound their way back 
towards the warmth of the DuBois 
Fort, where they could look at various 
exhibits, fi lms and artifacts that spoke 
to the lives led prior to the arrival of the 
European settlers. Wexler’s knowledge 
is multifaceted, his understanding of the 

Munsee language extensive and his enthusiasm for the 
land and its indigenous people infectious. He will be 
back in warmer weather for spring, summer and au-
tumn nature walks, where he will identify local fl ora 
and fauna and explain their material uses in Native cul-
ture while explaining the species and the surrounding 
ecosystems through Munsee language and folklore. To 
preregister for the events or learn more, go to www.hu-
guenotstreet.org or call the Historic Huguenot Street 
offi  ces and ask for Kara Augustine, director of public 
programming, at (845) 255-1660. ++
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It’s the economy

The world of inducement
“The National Enquirer has engaged in be-

havior so lowly and unscrupulous that it created a 
seemingly impossible storyline,” wrote controver-
sial investigative reporter Glenn Greenwald last Fri-
day, “the world’s richest billionaire and a notorious 
labor abuser, Amazon CEO Jeff  Bezos, as a sympa-
thetic victim.” After describing the threatened inva-
sion of Bezos’ privacy by the publication of sexually 
salacious material by The Enquirer if, among other 
things, the Bezos-owned Washington Post wouldn’t 
lay off  the Trump-protected Saudi government, Gre-
enwald pivoted to characterizing Bezos’ long-time 
relationship with the military and spying agencies of 
the federal government as “a central prong of Ama-
zon’s business growth.”  

Under a ten-billion-dollar contract for which Ama-
zon is presently competing, for instance, the com-
pany would provide exclusive cloud web services to 
the military.

If you Google “Greenwald Amazon,” Greenwald’s 

newest book, No Place to Hide, comes up on the Am-
azon books site. You can get the book from Amazon 
for as little as $1.47 plus a shipping fee of $3.99. Or 
you can pay $5.49 and get free shipping.

You can’t make this stuff  up. Amazon is ubiqui-
tous, its products available equally to friend or foe.

Governments at every level routinely off er 
consequential incentives to induce businesses to lo-
cate in the jurisdictions they favor. The premise is 
that these businesses will hire workers and help local 
economies. Sometimes these inducements pay off . 
Often they don’t: the increased revenues never catch 
up to the costs to taxpayers of the inducements. Or 
the induced businesses decide a few years later to 
take somewhere else’s deal and move on.

It’s the nature of the game. Especially in hindsight, 
some deals work and others don’t. One might think 
that the governmental players would at least owe 
their taxpayers a very careful examination of the 
costs and revenues of what’s being induced. But in 
practice a sensible level of due diligence seems rare.

Why? Apparently governments believe they have 
no choice. “If you don’t have anything on the table, 
you are going to lose,” explained the mayor of a small 
town near Cleveland. “If we said we don’t have any 

incentives, but we have a low income-tax rate and 
we would love to have you, they wouldn’t be here.”

According to a piece in The Week, tax incentives 
in the form of income-tax credits, exemptions, prop-
erty-tax abatements, land grants, low-interest loans, 
cash giveaways and other services now total $80 bil-
lion a year, three times what they were in 1990.

Amazon has been aggressive in seeking tax breaks 
for its network of fulfi llment centers around the 
country and in its dedication to a low-wage policy. 
Last October, however, Bezos announced a $15-an-
hour minimum wage for its warehouse workers. At 
the same time, Amazon has continued to investigate 
alternative sites for its upstate New York warehous-
es, making little eff ort to disguise its interest in at-
tractive inducement packages. You can be sure it’ll 
get some.

Led by its competitive-minded governor, New 
York State has struggled to attract various kinds of 
new industry north of New York City. New jobs for 
upstate have been a tough sell even with the $600 
million annually of upstate economic development 
grants and other inducements thrown in. In the past 
30 years, New York City’s labor force has increased 
by almost a million workers. In the balance of the 
state, the labor force has gone up 300,000 — but 
100,000 of that increase is from Long Island and 
another 100,000 from the Hudson Valley. (Ulster 
County contributed 6000 of those.) Without tax 
breaks, state aid and any other inducements they 
could off er, upstate jurisdictions think of themselves 
as incapable of creating a signifi cant number of new 
jobs.

To its credit, the Ulster County IDA has created its 
own Uniform Tax Exemption Program (UTEP), an 
analysis that sets the level of tax break it is willing 
to off er. But that’s not all the agency can do. In Janu-
ary it said it was prepared to off er a $100,000 loan 
or a contract for services (it didn’t decide which) to 
help Ceres Technologies move from its Saugerties 
and Rhinebeck facilities to TechCity in the Town of 
Ulster. The money would come from IDA funds accu-
mulated from the agency’s fees from other projects. 
A few days later, the company withdrew from those 
discussions.

An IDA is not all-powerful. It is only one tool in the 
toolbox of governmental bodies intent on induce-
ment. If inducement is to be successful, more than 
one source of public resource must increasingly to 
be available. 

The inducements off ered prior to Amazon’s 
25,000-jobs-at-$150,000-a-job selection of Long Is-
land City for part of its second world headquarters 
were epic in scope. Though no one knows what the 
ultimate deal will look like, plenty of people have de-
cided they know whether they will like it (”the tax in-
centives are worth it”) or not (“worse than useless”).  

Both supporters and opponents invoked the words 
of Berkeley economist Enrico Moretti, whose book 
The Geography of Jobs had explained the increasing 
concentration of job growth in regions of the na-
tion where both skilled workers and growing fi rms 
are available. The upstate city of Buff alo, where the 
“Buff alo billion” initiative proved such a fl op, lacked 
the entrepreneurial climate and other advantages 
New York City enjoyed, the Mercator Center, follow-
ing Moretti’s argument, explained. Amazon’s fi rst 
headquarters, Seattle (where Amazon will soon oc-
cupy 14 million square feet of space), had high-tech 
industries, capital and an educated workforce.

What did Moretti think of New York’s huge induce-
ment of Amazon at Long Island City? He estimated 
the spillover eff ects of its presence would add as 
many as 150,000 other new jobs in two decades. 
“This defi nitely beats other deals I have seen, to be 
sure,” he responded. “It would certainly increase 
the attractiveness of that city for other well-paying 
high-tech jobs.”

-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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Hiding a body
(Continued from page 1) 

rubber gloves bloodied by the deed in the garbage 
and blood stains on the garage fl oor in Morristown.

Melissa Kaczmarek, communications director at 
SUNY New Paltz, confi rmed that Eng fi rst attended 
the university in 2015 but didn’t enroll for this se-
mester, and that O’Rourke was enrolled this semes-
ter and has been a student since 2016.

All three were arraigned in Manhattan Criminal 
Court, as that’s where the initial crime is believed to 
have taken place, with concealing a human corpse 
and tampering with physical evidence. O’Rourke and 
Lopez have yet to post bail — $25,000 and 100,000, 
respectively — while Eng wasn’t even given the op-
tion as the investigation into his suspected matricide 
continues. ++

What had been the main task of committee mem-
bers -- and isn’t happening now -- is fundraising for 
future years. An annual contribution of $3,000 from 
ShopRite is most of the outside money which comes 
in for an event that was donation-driven only a few 
years ago. On-site donations can amount to $150 and 
vendor fees $1,000.

In addition to the fi reworks display, which runs 
about $6,000, the event costs include renting the 
county fairgrounds ($750), bounce houses ($1,000), 
sound and lights ($1,175) and $2,725 for the day’s 
entertainment (which includes a master of ceremo-
nies, two opening acts, a national anthem singer, 
the main band and some family entertainment). The 
fi reworks themselves would cost twice that much for 
an event actually held on the fourth of July, Preston 
confi rmed. The town’s fi reworks escrow account 
holds $5,390 in it, which falls well short of a program 
similar to that held in recent years. However, as Pres-
ton explained, the character of that show probably 
needs to change regardless of who organizes it.

Rain in early July has been evolving into more 
intense storms, and the threat of cancellation now 
hangs like heavy clouds over the fi reworks each year. 
The pyrotechnics can be delayed for $300, but if the 
rain date is also rained out, that’s another $1,500. If 
it’s called for weather after the fi reworks have left 
the warehouse, there are no refunds. Asking musi-
cians and vendors to commit to the scheduled date 
and rain date makes it harder to fi nd either, because 
they only get paid for one or the other. If there is a 
cancellation, no vendor fees or on-site donations are 
collected, either.

Ulster County Fairgrounds may not be the best 
venue for fi reworks, either. According to Preston, 
there’s a line of trees between audience members 
and the display, and each year they get a little taller. 
There are also lights in the parking area which take 
away from the display, but can’t be turned off  for se-
curity reasons. It’s also never been as accessible to 
residents as the SUNY New Paltz campus, where the 
fi reworks were once displayed.

Attendance — at least at the fairgrounds itself — 
has been dropping, Preston said. That also makes 
it less attractive to vendors, adding to the weather 
concerns. There are other locations from which the 
fi reworks can be seen just as well, if not better. There 
is no admission charge for the event, and adding one 
could well drive attendance down still more.

There are other costs connected to the event be-
cause it’s run by an employee: Preston’s time, as well 
the setup and breakdown, which is taken care of by 
buildings and grounds staff  members. Police offi  cers 
handle traffi  c control the day of the fi reworks. Even a 
signifi cant contribution of volunteer time — the pres-
ence of rescue squad and fi re department members 
— comes with associated costs.

Putting this cost onto taxpayers has become un-
sustainable, and Supervisor Neil Bettez has men-
tioned several times over the past year that it’s just 
not an expense which can be budgeted any longer. 
Beyond what’s in the escrow account, there won’t 
be anything paid from a town checkbook this year. 
With health care costs for employees (including 
some, such as police offi  cers, who do not contribute 
anything toward insurance) and pension contribu-
tions eating up a greater share of municipal budgets 
every year, cuts to social service programs and ser-
vices like transfer stations are now commonplace. 
Transferring responsibility for fi reworks back onto 

Flash or fi zzle?
(Continued from page 1) 

community members at large was decided in that 
context.

How to get involved

An ad describing what’s needed might read some-
thing like this: “Wanted: a band of fi ve to ten stalwart 
New Paltz community members possessing deep 
community ties, organizational panache, an abiding 
love for building community and a sense of patriotic 
responsibility to organize a fi reworks display in rec-
ognition of Independence Day. The most success-
ful candidates will have the temperament to work 
toward a common goal, a willingness to ask shame-
lessly for money to achieve that goal and the ability 
to wrangle many diff erent kinds of people to achieve 
that goal. Having an ear for music, an understand-
ing of community sensibilities and a fondness for 
explosions would also serve well. Those interested 
should send a letter of interest to assistant@townof-
newpaltz.org.” ++
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COUNTY | NOTES ers, as co-presenter.
“This is the Taj Mahal, the greatest concert venue 

in the country,” Chetkof said in a quick call between 
a week of meetings tied to line-up announcements 
and planning fi nalization for the 15th annual Moun-
tain Jam four months away. “It’s an upgrade, and bet-
ter and easier for us all to get to as we all get older.” ++

Mountain Jam at Bethel Woods
Mountain Jam, the annual music festival started 

and run at nearby Hunter Mountain for the past 14 
years, will be moving to the Bethel Woods Center for 
the Arts for its 15th outing, June 13 through 16. Radio 

Woodstock and its owner Gary Chetkof’s concert-
promoting entity Chet-5, which established the fes-
tival as a one-day 25th anniversary event in 2004, 
will remain as chief promoter, working with Bethel’s 
key promotional partner of recent years, LiveNation, 
as well as Mountain Jam’s original organizing force, 
Warren Haynes of Govt. Mule and The Allman Broth-
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Schools

Logan Linares

Student events, profi les & sports

by Dayna Thomas

A
S NEW PALTZ High School 
(NPHS) senior Logan Linares 
is most commonly known 
for his achievements on the 

cross country and track teams, and his 
outstanding distance times, a wide vari-
ety of other interests is refl ective of his 
outgoing and well-rounded personality.  

Linares has been running ever since 
he was a child, but began to run at a 
competitive level starting in seventh 
grade with modifi ed track. Now, Lin-
ares is a member of the cross-country 
team, and both the indoor and outdoor 
track teams and has been a captain in 
all three sports.   

“I basically run all year round,” says 
Linares with a smile, “and I plan on 
running in college as well.” 

With two Division 1, in addition to a 
few Division 3 track off ers, Linares is 
faced with a diffi  cult choice as to where 
he will choose to spend his next four 
years. As he has broken many school 
records and continues to surpass his 
personal records, Linares is defi nitely a 
star athlete in New Paltz. 

“I started running in some local races 
as a kid,” says Linares. “I played soccer 
when I was younger and that is what 
got me active. Starting in seventh grade 
modifi ed track, I could tell that running 
was something that I was good at and 
something I wanted to continue.” 

Specializing mainly in distance 
running, Linares participates in 5K 
races for cross country and runs any-
where from the 800-meter to the two-
mile race for NPHS. Linares has had much success 
throughout his high school career, making the cut 
for state championships both junior and senior year, 
as well as winning the Grand Prix of the Onteora 
Runners Club. In addition to running distance in col-
lege, Linares hopes to work his way up to eventually 
running a marathon.  

“I haven’t raced a marathon competitively yet,” 
says Linares. “But I have gone out on training runs 
and ran 13.5 miles.”  

In outdoor track this upcoming spring, Linares 
hopes to set some new personal records, as well as 
winning the Mid-Hudson Athletic League (MHAL) 
championship. If they are successful, this will be the 
fi rst time that NPHS takes home the MHAL champi-
onship title for outdoor track in four years. In order 

to do so, the team must be in the right headspace.   
“Running stresses your body, but it’s never mental 

stress, just physical stress,” says Linares confi dently. 
“Once it’s over with, you get this natural high and the 
sense of accomplishment that comes from complet-
ing a race or workout.” 

Within NPHS, Linares is also involved with the mu-
sic program. As a member of both NPHS band and 
choir for all four years of high school, All-County 
Choir for nine years and All-County Band for seven 
years, Linares works hard to stay involved. Once in 
high school, Linares began to participate in the New 
York State School of Musical Association (NYSSMA) 
and attended “Area All-State” for voice for the past 
three years. This past year, Linares was selected to 
attend “All- State” in the mixed choir, a four-day mu-
sic conference in Rochester, NY. 

“There’s two-and-a-half full days of practice and 
then at the end of the weekend there’s a concert,” 
states Linares. “It was really amazing, and the sound 
quality in the concert hall is so nice.”     

Moving forward, Linares hopes to continue music 
in college by playing trombone as part of the pep 
band, and some type of vocal performance, whether 
that be solo or with an A Capella group.  

In an academic sense, Linares is looking to study 
secondary education in hopes of possibly becoming 
a high school teacher. Within this profession, Linares 
would have the opportunity to coach cross country 
and track, a position that he greatly desires.  

“I think it’s really cool that high school teachers 
are able to see so many new faces and watch them 
progress, grow and realize their dreams,” says Lin-
ares passionately. “High school is such a develop-
mental time. It’s a time where many people discover 
their passions and develop their interests.”  

With a logically driven mind, Linares 
hopes to specialize in mathematics, a 
subject that he has excelled in in his time 
at NPHS. Over the past two years, Linares 
has been particularly inspired by his cal-
culus teacher, Kathryn Stewart.   

Outside of school, Linares has been 
Scouting since fi rst grade, just aging out 
of Boy Scouts last month. After submit-
ting his Eagle Scout application, and at-
tending his Board of Review last week, 
Linares has offi  cially obtained Eagle 
Scout status.   

“My grandfather was an Eagle Scout, 
and he worked as a Boy Scout leader as 
a profession,” says Linares on the deep 
history of Eagle Scouts in his family. 
“My uncle and brother were both Eagle 
Scouts as well… It runs in the family.”  

In order to receive this status, Lin-
ares had to complete a service project, 
in which he worked with the New Paltz 
Rural Cemetery in order to help them 
move their fi ling system online, as well 
as recognize fallen veterans.  

“A lot of their old records were written 
on scrolls, or didn’t even exist at all,” says 
Linares. “I went through and compiled a 
list of all the veterans in the cemetery, 
and then I fundraised for fl ag holders to 
have placed on the veteran’s graves.” 

Linares reminisces back to when he 
was a Cub Scout, remembering placing 
fl ags on the graves of veterans on Me-
morial Day. 

“Often times the Cub Scouts missed 
some of the graves because they were 
just out looking for the graves, there 
was nothing in place to tell them who 
the veterans were,” says Linares. “It’s 

to recognize the veteran’s graves, and so that the 
fl ags don’t have to be put into the ground.”  

In addition to his leadership with Boy Scouts, Li-
nares has also been a part of the Puerto Rican His-
panic Youth Leadership Institute (PRHYLI) since 
his sophomore year, an organization that works to 
promote advocacy and leadership in the Hispanic 
community. As his father came over from El Salva-
dor seeking political asylum, Linares has a personal 
connection to PRHYLI. After applying and being se-
lected for the program, Linares and NPHS Spanish 
teacher Rod Castro attend training sessions once a 
month. 

“Towards the end, we actually get to debate bills 
that are currently in the New York State Assembly 
that pertain to the Hispanic/ Latino community,” 
says Linares. “Certain students are selected to travel 
to Albany and sit in the Assembly chambers and de-
bate the bills on the Assembly fl oor.”  

After attending his sophomore year, and being in-
vited back for the following two years, Linares recalls 
his trip to Albany and his fi rst time in the Assembly 
chambers as “mesmerizing,” as even after two years, 
he remembers those days with great detail.  

“The Assembly fl oors are beautiful and huge, and 
when you talk, your voice just resonates so much,” 
says Linares smiling. “You feel so powerful, and like 
your voice is being heard. To think that your argu-
ments could actually have an eff ect on the law-mak-
ing process is amazing.”  

With interests far and wide, from running, to music, 
to community service and advocacy for rights, Linares 
truly does it all. In the coming years, Linares hopes to 
continue to participate and excel in all of his passions 
as he sprints into his next chapter of life. ++ 

Logan Linares.
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by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE HIGHLAND HIGH School Harlequins 
will stage “The Little Mermaid” as their 
2019 spring semester production this year, 
an adaptation of the 1989 Disney movie and 

2007 Broadway musical. There will be two evening 
performances, on Friday and Saturday, February 22 
and 23 at 7 p.m. Tickets cost $12 for adults, $10 for 
seniors and students, and are available at the door 
to the school auditorium each night.

The storyline and catchy soundtrack will be famil-
iar to most audience members. Young mermaid Ariel 
(based on the heroine of a Hans Christian Andersen 
tale) is longing to leave her ocean home under the sea 
to check out the world above. “Flippin’ your fi ns you 
don’t get too far,” she sings. Ariel is ready to know what 
the world outside of her undersea realm is like, but to 
do so, she has to defy her father, King Triton, and she 
makes a terrible deal with the evil sea witch, Ursula. 

The Little Mermaid is an appealing character, 
cognizant that she already has it pretty good in life 
— “Wouldn’t you think I’m the girl, the girl who has 
everything?” she sings — but she also knows that 
it’s just material belongings she possesses, and it’s 
experience and love Ariel craves. Headstrong and 
fearless, she makes plenty of mistakes (and there’s 
still that fairytale standard of marriage to a prince 
involved in the story) but in the end, the message is 
that fortune favors the brave but friends and family 
are the foundation of life.

The cast features senior Jack Kroll as Prince Eric 
and tenth grader Sydney Druttman as Ariel. At a 
recent rehearsal, both seemed perfectly cast for 
their parts, and revealed fi ne singing voices as they 
worked out the staging. 

The ensemble is rounded out by high school stu-
dents Jr. Owens (pilot), Riley Becker (Grimsby and Chef 
Louis), Brianna Acosta (Flounder), Madison Wood 
(Scuttle), Faith Riley (Windward), Ella Falco (Leeward, 
Gull and Jellyfi sh), Patrick VanNorstrand (King Triton), 
Simon Meisel (Sebastian), Vanessa Chamorro (Aquata/
Princess #1), Andie Langlois (Andrina/Maid #1/Princess 
#2), Rosetta Baker (Arista/Maid #2/Princess #3), Sierra 
Perry (Atina, Maid #3/Princess #4), Camryn Moschitta 
(Adella/Maid #4/Princess #5/Gull), Janique Dunkley 
(Allana/Princess #6), Ivan Gorden (Flotsam), Emma 
Narok ( Jetsam), and Nia Lawrence (Ursula).

Sea creatures, sailors and chefs are portrayed 
by Owen Stauble, Faith Riley, Kitty Smith, Miranda 
Morgan, Ella Falco and Jr. Owens. The cast includes 
elementary school students, as well: sea and land 
creatures played by Lindsay Bisaccia, Annabella 
Bruschetti, Avianna DiStasi, Doris Julian, Carina 
Larroy, May Maddalena, Elizabeth Petrosoff , Mary 
Petrosoff , Genevieve Schoonover, Dylan Sgroe, Aa-
siya Shahid, Saniya Shahid and Hope Williams. 

Behind the scenes, the production is directed by 
Highland High School musical director Lynda Keech 
and technical director Krista Petrosoff . Stage man-
agers include Troy Booth, Valerie Cupo and Kyle 
Greiner, with lights and sound by Lily Sgroe and Alex 
Smith and D.J. Powlis rounding out the crew. 

Costumes are by Gabrielle Komatz, AnnMarie 
Meisel and Faith Riley. Set design is by Paul Krystek, 
Darrell Keech, Ed Meisel, Gretchen Druttman, Laura 
LoveKroll, Sydney Druttman, Miranda Morgan and 
Faith Riley, who also designed the show tee-shirt.

A snow date for “The Little Mermaid” has been es-
tablished for Sunday, February 24 at 7 p.m. ++

The Little Mermaid
Highland High School Harlequins present their spring musical

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Members of the cast of The Little Mermaid at curtain call.  Highland High School will present the play on February 22-23.

At a recent rehearsal of The Little Mermaid at Highland High School, Jack Love as Prince Eric (on left) and Patrick 
VanNorstrand as King Triton.

 Highland High School will present The Little Mermaid on February 22-23. Pictured is a scene from a rehearsal featuring 
Nia Lawrence as Ursula and Sydney Druttman as Ariel ( 3rd and 4th from left).
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Section 9 wrestling:
Highland’s Malheiro, 
Bender win Division 
2 titles;
Division 1 -- New Paltz
by Rich Corozine

L
AST SEASON MATT Malheiro won his sec-
ond straight Division 2 title...at 145 pounds. 
This year, slimming down to take advantage 
of his speed and power he wrestled at 132 

pounds and presto! he won again, his third straight 
Section 9 title. And unlike last season, Malheiro had 
company in the winner’s circle, as Peter Bender took 
home the crown at 106 pounds. Highland had a re-
cord seven wrestlers in the fi nals, with John Antonel-
li (out of Marlboro, but who wrestles with the Hus-
kies), Justin Halbert, Logan Smith, Aidan Maduro, 
Ben Swart and Jonathan Perez.

Malheiro decisioned Port Jervis’s Joey Amato 7-3; 
while Bender decisioned Rondout’s Rocco DeAviero 
7-4 to win the crowns. In the earlier rounds, Malhei-
ro decisioned Red Hook’s Hunter Eberhardt 14-0 in 
the semifi nals and pinned Ellenville’s Walter Evans 
in 1:54 in the quarterfi nals; while Bender decisioned 
Red Hook’s Ben Pinch 15-1 in the semifi nals and drew 
a bye in the quarterfi nals.

Antonelli lost to Chester’s Liam Bullock 9-7 at 120 
pounds; Halbert pinned by Eldred’s Nick Curreri in 
3:08 at 145 pounds; Smith pinned by Onteora’s Nate 
Ross in 5:50 at 152; Maduro lost to Eldred’s Ceasar 
Santigo 15-8 at 170; Swart pinned  by Rondout’s 
James DeAviero in 0:42 at 190; and Perez pinned by 
Port Jervis’s James Dosterom in 1:58 at 220.

Highland fi nished second to Port Jervis for the 
team title.

New Paltz
In many ways the move to Division 1 (large school) 

competition proved to little New Paltz -- the small-
est of the D1 schools -- that they can wrestle with the 
big boys. Despite fi nishing 11th overall out of the 15 
teams (with Minisink Valley winning the title for the 
second straight year), the Huguenots had fi ve wres-
tlers make it to the semifi nals, with one -- defend-
ing Division 2 (small schools) 126-pound champion 
Ethan Palanca making it into the fi nals, before be-
ing shutout by Sean Savacool of Minisink 6-0 at 138 

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland's Division 2 132-pound champion Matt Malheiro.

Highland's Division 2 106-pound champion Peter Bender.

New Paltz's Ethan Palanca.New Paltz's Devin Dixon.

pounds.
As for the other four in the semifi nals: Aidan Cup-

pett dropped a 7-5 decision to Tom Maddox of Wash-
ingtonville at 132 pounds; Levi Wyns was pinned 
in 2:38 by Nick Albornoz of Minisink Valley at 145 
pounds; Logan Michael was pinned in 0:59 by Joey 
McGinty of Monroe-Woodbury at 152 pounds; and 
defending Division 2 220-pound champion Devin 
Dixon was pinned in 2:50 by Will Leonard of Corn-
wall. 

Palanca had pinned Matt Roche of Washington-
ville in 1:26 in the Round of 16; defeated Alex Burns 
of Cornwall 9-3 in the quarterfi nals and defeated Jim-
my Heinlien of Saugerties 7-2 in the semifi nals; Cup-

pett had pinned Will Cushman of Wallkill in 1:38 in 
the Round of 16 and pinned Luke Fischer of NFA in 
3:02 in the quarterfi nals; Wyns defeated Ken Straker 
of Kingston 4-1 in the Round of 16 and pinned Myles 
Gordon of Kingston in 4:39 in the quarterfi nals; Mi-
chael pinned Nat Varguhese of Monticello in 1:33 in 
Round of 16 and defeated Vince Gennaro of Wash-
ingtonville 6-3 in the quarterfi nals; and Dixon, with 
a bye in the Round of 16, defeated Armel Duke of 
Middletown 10-9 in the quarterfi nals.

Eliot Crocco lost in the quarterfi nals 14-4 to Drew 
Greco of Warwick at 113 pounds; as did  Evan Jansen, 
pinned in 0:42 by Preston Havison of Monroe-Wood-
bury at 285 pounds. ++
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The Trees: Highland's 6-10 Cameron Ness (24) and New Paltz's 6-8 Patrick Murphy (42)

Roundball Roundup

Bri Rozzi...I'm running out of su-
perlatives here. All the senior High-
land point guard did this past week 
was throw in a career-high 44 points 
(to go along with 11 rebounds, fi ve as-
sists and four steals) in the Huskies 
73-38 rout of New Paltz, then came 
back and hit for 35 in a 61-42 win 
over Saugerties. She now has 1,766 
career points, but more, the Division 
1 Loyola of Maryland recruit has led 
Highland -- comprised of eighth, ninth 
and tenth graders (with one junior -- 
Rozzi is the only senior) -- to a totally 
surprising (shocking is a better term) 
12-5 record. This after last season's 
22-2 season, with MHAL and Section 
9 Class B titles thrown in. She's not 
only the premier player in Section 9, 
but one of the best ever in the Section 
(after 25 years of watching), and is 
just 23 points short of tenth place (6-7 
Dolores Bootz of Marlboro in 1984) on 
the all-time Section 9 scoring list and 
becoming the MHAL's all-time leading 
scorer (again, Bootz)

Against New Paltz, point-guard 
heir-apparent Katie Dauenheimer hit 
for 12 points, with three steals; and 
sister Paige had eleven points and 
nine rebounds. Hailey Osborne's 16 
points led New Paltz. And against 
Saugerties, eighth-grader Bridgette Carle hit for 12, 
with Paige Dauenheimer with six.

The New Paltz girls bounced back with a 53-42 win 
at Middletown, with Osborne throwing in 23 points 
and Anna McDuffi  e chipping in with 16. The Hugue-
nots are 9-6 on the season.

The New Paltz boys topped Highland 63-45, with 
Casey Burke and Patrick Murphy hitting 14 points 
each, and Axel Rodriguez with 13. Cameron Ness 
led the Huskies with 13 points. Then it was Burke 
and Rodriguez with 19 points each in the Huguenots 
69-53 win over Red Hook. The New Paltz boys are 
12-3 and host Wallkill this Wednesday, February 13 
at 5:30 p.m. New Paltz has clinched the MHAL Divi-
sion 1 title and will play in the MHAL Final Four next 
week along with Division 2 Red Hook or Marlboro, 

Division 3 Ellenville and Division 4 Millbrook.
Highland rebounded to 10-7 on the season with 

a big 75-65 win over Saugerties, with Ness scoring 
25 points, with eleven rebounds, and Sean Benkert 
with ten points. The Huskies are at Pine Plains this 
Tuesday, February 12 (too late for this edition of the 
New Paltz Times).

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz Nordic skiing

Wells Willett, Diego Shillaci and Elijah Tamarch-
enko went 1-2-3 in leading New Paltz Nordic over 

Wallkill 33-17. Willett skied a 36.48, 
Shillaci 37.57 and Tamarchenko 41.15.

For the girls, winning 29-16-8 over 
Rondout and Wallkill, it was Amelia 
St. John (33.06), Abbey Gravatt (33.17) 
and Lake Willett (35.46) fi nishing 
behind winner Isabelle Serrano of 
Rondout's 30.47.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland 
swimming

The Section 9 championship fi nals 
are this Saturday, February 16 at 1 
p.m. at Valley Central. Leading the 
way for New Paltz is Leo Kuyl, who is 
seeded fi rst in the 50 freestyle (with 
a 21.22) and 100 freestyle (46.74) -- 
both times within reach of Lawrence 
Virgilio of Pine Bush's 2011 marks of 
20.36 in the 50 and 45.12 in the 100; 
and Tadju Trzewik-Quinn, second 
seed in the 100 backstroke (54.62) 
-- all State Qualifying -- with Trzewik-
Quinn just .01 off  the State Qualifying 
time of 53.95 in the 100 butterfl y.

New Paltz is also seeded second in 
the 200 Medley Relay with Trzewik-
Quinn, Alex Demis, Sean Geisler and 
Kuyl in a State Qualifying 1:40.06; and 
in the 200 Freestyle with Finn Gold-
leaf, Geisler, Trzewik-Quinn and Kuyl 

second-seed in 1:29.53, also a State Qualifying time.
For Highland, Philip Sadchikov is seeded fourth 

in the 100 breaststroke with 1:02.91 (State Qual. is 
1:01.20) and fi fth in the 500 freestyle in 5:00.23.

And for a little background: New Paltz has Section 
9 records in the 100 butterfl y (Hudson Carroll's 50.19 
in 2014), 100 backstroke (Carroll, again, in 50.07 in 
2014), 500 freestyle (Eric Culver's 4:33.82 in 2010) 
and in the 200 Freestyle relay with Logan Peter-
son, Culver, Tyler Scott and Luke Strothenke with a 
1:26.36 in 2009.

-- Rich Corozine
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 Highland High School 
announces its second-
quarter Honor Roll

Grade 9, Honor
Dimitrios Bakatsias, Olivia Bell, Sophia Canino, 

Alina Chaff ee, Damien Conte, Devan Cooper, Mar-
celo Cuya, Lawrence Dahowski, Eleanor Davis, Ava 
Demassio, Morgan Dunn, Gillian Dwyer, Alexandra 
Falco, Ella Falco, Alexandra Fuller, Adriana Garcia-
Zarate, Amaya Grant, Brenden Hulse, Kyle Jayson, 
Abigail Kemp, Marissa Korzeniecki, Samantha Kuhn-
le, Maggie Langlois, Hunter Lass, Tyreese Ling, Mad-
ison Losonczy, Yahaira Luna, Jessica Martell, Mack-
enzie Mason, Katelin McPeck, Camryn Moschitta, 
Ndeye Ndiaye, Rebecca Ness, Lluvia Pinto-Lopez, 
Angelina Redner, Daisy Rendon, Kala Rizzo, Kyleigh 
Sauers, Riya Shenoy, Zaynah Suleiman, Dorothy 
Suzuki-Burke, William Suzuki-Burke, Ryan Ta, Mar-
garet VanValkenburgh, Madison Wood, Natalie Wor-
rad, Evelyn Wright, Logan Zehr.

Grade 9, Merit
Osei Adoma, Ayden Bahr, Aria Cadabal, Esmer-

alda Calderon, Joseph Carpico, Steven Caso, Jenna 
Crisano, Hanne Fitzgerald, Anthony Flores-Marti-
nez, Sara Fritche, Christopher Gatto, Jessica Gentile, 
Francesco Guidi, Wilfred Jones Jr, Gabriela Keeff e, 
Shawn Keeff e Jr, Anthony Lanzarone, Kate Leszc-
zynski, Chantal Martinez, Olivia McCaff ery, Meadow 
Miller, Peter Nesheiwat, Madison Richter, Nicholas 
Scano, Logan Smith, Owen Stauble, Dominic Va-
lente, Daphne Valenzuela, Aden Wiser.

Grade 10, Honor
Olivia Askew, Emma Beck, Peter Bender, Brenna 

Berean, Troy Booth, Jr, Alissa Boyd, Melanie Childs, 
Isabella Coates, Alaina Cupo, Jake Duncan, Jordan 
Fatone-Ingenio, Cecelia Foglia, Dana Georghiou, 
Hailey Incorvaia, Ashleigh Kandetzke, Stephanie 
Klein, Tyce Lambert, Gabriella Martinez, Savannah 
Mayen, Luigi Mazzella, Simon Meisel, Luke Munson, 
Sevinch Mustafokulova, Farrah Ogelle, Preston Pala-
zzo, Lilyanna Palumbo, Meghan Podolski, Danielle 
Quirk-Hall, Jace Roper, Diane Sager, Adrianna Sca-
lo, Christian Schaible, John Shebey, Sabrina Silves-
ter, Dehana Stevens, Rupika Talagadadeevi, Ethan 
Thompson, Paige Tomanocy.

Grade 10, Merit
Ashley Benkert, Julia Brengard, Leonard Casa-

bura, Vanessa Chamorro, Valerie Cupo, Sydney 
Druttman, Ian Falco, Dillon Gregory, Nicole Iapoce, 
Braeden Lambert, Gustavo Lazaro, Adian Maduro, 
William Maier, Joceilia Maybaum, Jenna McCarthy, 
Alina Mora, Emelyn Nuessle, Natalie Porras, Lea 
Schlosser, Ariella Valenzuela, Liam Whalen.

Grade 11, Honor
Brianna Acosta, Adam Albright, Jocelyn Antonio, 

Gianna Bahr, Ishani Bansal, Nicholas Barbagallo, Na-
thaniel Bartolotti, Rebecca Brooker, Morgan Calima-
no, Zachary Chen, Olivia CrimiVaroli, Isabela Cuya, 
Antonia Demassio, Eileen Dong, Jesse Duggan, Ty-
ler Esola, Isabella Fiorese, Megan Fritche, Perlina 
Garcia, Madison Garside, Landon Haight, Benjamin 
Hammond, Brooke Harris, Alyssa Hernandez, Jo-
seph Hiemcke, Alexa Kelly, Andie Langlois, Aizayah 
Meyer, Zoe Munson, Camille Pavero, Timothy Petty, 
Valerie Precour, Emily Ramsay, Jocelyn Reyes, Ava 
Rosen, Cierra Russell, Leala Samuel, Alyssa Schmitt, 
Quinn Schneider, Arianna Silverio, Calen Sullivan, 
Benjamin Swart, Minh Tran, Benjamin Vargas, Jack-
ey Wang, Christopher Wood.

Grade 11, Merit
Rashad Anderson, Dontay Baker, Isabella Berlingi-

eri, Ella Cappillino, Paige Dauenheimer, Olivia DiS-
ciullo, Nicholas Ferdico, Nicholas Frederick, Hector 
Garcia, Zachary Gros, Joshua Hanna, Dillon Howard, 
Brendan Kerr, Savannah Kerr, Brian Korzeniecki, 
Anakin Luna, Summer Mackey, Sara Moscatello, Ky-
lie Osinski, Jack Patterson, Sierra Perry, Daniel Pie-
gari, Richard Redner, Kaylee Reese, Robert Rios, Vic-
toria Rockwell, Adelyn Saravia, Robert Shaw, Alex 
Smith, Aliyah Thomas, Andres Valentine, Johnson 
Vo, Jordon Watt.

Grade 12, Honor
Jasmin Akter, Emily Angelillo, Elle Beach, Rosetta 

Becker, Lily Bogdanowicz, Brooke Bohlinger, Rachel 
Burns, Catherine Bywater, Christian Canino, Michelle 
Castellanos, Jenna Chenery, Celeste Considine, Sofi a 
CrimiVaroli, Isabella Crowe, Deanna Decker, Johnna 
Devico, Christian DiPrima, Ariana Doxey, Megan 
Finn, Jeremy Gibson, Shannon Greene, Kyle Greiner, 
Victoria Guidi, Christopher Hammond, Emily Her-
man, Tanmaye Hulgundi, Jayda Jackson, Nia Law-
rence, Marie Ling, Cesar Luna Rodriguez, Tabitha 
Lynch, Joseph Lyons, Christopher Mack, Teresa Maz-
zella, Jenna Mazzetti, Mikaila McClinton-Thibault, 
Bailey McDowell, Cassidy McMann, William Minard, 
Rylee Montelione, Angela North, Kingsley Ogelle, 
Julian Pires, Autumn Pisciotta, Christine Poluzzi, 
Emily Porter, Juliah Pregno, Carlie Relyea, Casey 
Rosen, Alexis Rosso, Brianna Rozzi, Ashley Sanchez, 
John Scalo, Ryan Shepard, Stevie Sukunda, Matthew 
Sutcliff e, Nilaja Thrasher, Andrew Trezza, Justin Ur-
bank, Amanda Vittone, Natalia Wilk, Natasha Wilk, 
Nicola Wilk.

Grade 12, Merit
Joseph Arentsen, Anthony Arroyo-Rodea, Sean 

Benkert, Brendyn Cachola, Paul Cusa, Janique 
Dunkley, Maiya Earley, Skyler Evangelista, Saipranav 
Golkonda, Nicholas Hackett, Roger John Hegeman, 
Rachel Hess, Cassidy Hons, Sean Kurry, Tan Le, 
Ryan MacDaniels, Wasfi  Marji, Nicholas Metz, Marc 
Panzella, Amber Pisciotta, Jordan Reynolds, Mi-
chael Rider, Faith Riley, Christian Sickles, Nickolas 
Sutcliff e, Isabella Valentino, Patrick VanNorstrand, 
Shawn VanNorstrand, Lauren Weiss, Thomas Willis, 
Jackey Xiao.

Maya Gold Foundation community is seeking 
Hudson Valley teens to join Youth Action Team

T
HE MAYA GOLD Foundation is seeking up to ten teens to join its Youth Action Team. The 
mission of the Maya Gold Foundation is to empower youth  to access their inner wisdom 
and realize their dreams. The purpose of the Maya Gold Foundation is to help teens 
thrive, and therefore we need the ongoing input of the Youth Action Team to accomplish 

this goal in a way that speaks directly to all teens.
• The Youth Action Team is a group of teens that off ers guidance and insight to the full board of 

the Maya Gold Foundation. 
• The Youth Action Team meets with a board liaison throughout the year to assist in planning 

and implementing events and programs, off ering feedback to the Foundation and generating ideas 
for new initiatives. 

• The Youth Action Team off ers youth the opportunity to lead and to participate and grow 
through service to their own community.

Membership is open to young people aged 13-18 from New Paltz and the surrounding areas, but 
60% of the Teen Advisory Board seats are reserved for New Paltz residents. They seek a diverse 
Youth Action Team and encourage ALL interested young people to apply. Applications are ac-
cepted through May 1 and screening of applicants will take place in early May.  

For more information, and to apply, go to http://www.mayagoldfoundation.org/stay-in-touch/
apply.

REGION | YOUTH

The current Youth Action Team.
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by Sharyn Flanagan

S
IX MUSIC STUDENTS in the Highland Central 
School District were honored with Recogni-
tion Awards from the Highland Music Boost-
ers organization on Thursday, February 7 at 

a presentation held in the community room at the 
Highland Firehouse. In addition to having their dedi-
cation and musical achievements acknowledged by 
receipt of a handsome certifi cate, the students each 
receive a $100 check to be used in any way they wish 
to further their music education.

This was the fourth year for the awards given out 
by the Highland Music Boosters, organized seven 
years ago as an advocacy group of Highland district 
parents with the goal of supporting and enhancing 
Highland's K-12 music programs. The state does not 
mandate musical performance groups, so when it 
comes time for school budgets, music programs of-
ten go underfunded.

Any student currently enrolled in school choral 
and/or instrumental programs, which are off ered for 
grades four through 12, was eligible to apply for the 
award, with applications reviewed anonymously by 
a music teacher out of the district. Students not en-
rolled in Highland Central School District programs 
but who currently take private instrumental or voice 
lessons from a certifi ed instructor are also eligible 
for the award.

Family members and friends of award recipients 
attended the ceremonies led by Highland Music 
Boosters, Inc. co-founder and president Randie Rat-
ick and vice-president Joe Avampato. Recognition 
Awards went to fi fth grader, Connor Elliott; fourth 
grader, Sadi Roloson; sixth grader, Lena Tran; sev-
enth grader, Alexander Papazov; and two eleventh 
graders, Minh Tran and Isabella Fiorese.

Each of the students was recognized individually, 
with the younger students performing a brief solo 
on their instrument. The two high school recipients 
were unable to attend the reception because they 
were already committed to the Model UN (United 
Nations) Conference in Boston. Their parents ac-
cepted their award on their behalf.

Fourth grade honoree Sadi Roloson performed a 
selection on violin at the reception. She plays saxo-
phone in the school band and takes private violin 
lessons. Roloson was a part of the All-County or-
chestra this year and is working toward a NYSSMA 
evaluation this year. The New York State School Mu-
sic Association (NYSSMA) is the state affi  liate of the 
National Association for Music Education, a profes-
sional organization that evaluates student musicians 
from elementary school to high school.

Fifth grade award recipient Connor Elliott played 
the Star Wars theme on trumpet for the group, re-
ceiving kudos for his bravado from Highland Music 
Boosters vice-president Joe Avampato, who also 
plays trumpet.

It was a repeat win for Alexander Papazov, a sev-
enth grade trombone player who has won the Rec-
ognition Award previously. He has been a member 
of All-County Orchestra since 2017 and is involved in 
a number of extra-curricular music activities, includ-
ing auditioning for a national piano festival. Papazov 
put his last award to use in the purchase of a violin.

Sixth grader Lena Tran was also a repeat honoree. 
She plays fl ute, piano and alto saxophone and per-
formed on fl ute at the reception. Tran was selected 
as fi rst chair fl ute for All-County last year and will 
repeat the honor this year.

Students who plan to participate in the upcoming All-
County festivals or NYSSMA were also acknowledged 
with certifi cates of achievement at the ceremony, and 
a number of raffl  e prizes donated by local merchants 
were won. Light refreshments concluded the event.

The Highland Music Boosters, Inc. undertake a 
number of creative fundraising eff orts throughout 
the year to fund the Recognition Awards and to help 
defray the costs of extracurricular enrichment activi-
ties for the students, which include master classes, 
fi eld trips, performance opportunities and competi-

tions. Organization president Ratick, who has led the 
group since co-founding it in 2012, noted that the ad-
vocacy eff orts of the group are their primary mission, 
taking a proactive approach to their goals. 

The business community in Highland has been 
"incredibly supportive," she said, purchasing ads in 
school concert programs to support the group and 
making outright donations. 

In past years, the group was able to raise funds to 
purchase new choral risers used by all three schools, 
replacing risers that were unsafe and falling apart. 
As a 501 (c) (3) nonprofi t, the Highland Music Boost-
ers actively pursue grants, as well, achieving a grant 
several years ago that provided the district with a 
state-of-the-art Kawai CS10 hybrid piano valued at 
$10,000. The hybrid instrument, with acoustic and 
digital features, is now used in all of the band and 
choral programs.

Students from Highland Central School District 
participated in a week-long music camp last sum-
mer, led by Highland High School band director Dan 
Shaut and his father, Bob Shaut, Hudson Valley Jazz 
co-director. The event was attended by students 

from 25 area schools, off ering a week-long opportu-
nity for instruction and exploration that included an 
introduction to jazz theory and history, improvisa-
tion work in large and small ensembles with profes-
sional jazz performers and educators and continued 
development of technical and musical skills.

Highland Music Boosters, Inc. vice-president Joe 
Avampato, a graduate of Highland High School, said 
he is grateful to be a part of the group and able to 
advocate for music programs that gave so much to 
him when he was a student. The students chosen for 
the Recognition Award are selected for their musical 
achievements but also for their “sheer love of music” 
and “desire to do well,” he said, working hard to get 
the most out of opportunities aff orded them. 

The Highland Music Boosters meet on the fi rst 
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in the elementary 
school cafeteria. New members are always welcome, 
says Ratick, and in fact, she is ready to “pass the 
baton” of leadership. She plans to stay active in the 
group, but welcomes new energy to continue carry-
ing out the mission of the group. More information 
is available at www.highlandmusicboosters.org. ++

Noteworthy students
Highland music students receive Recognition Awards from Highland Music Boosters, Inc.

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Last week, the Highland Music Boosters held its 2019 Student Recognition Award reception. Pictured (L-R) are 
awardees: Lena Tran, Sadi Roloson, Connor Elliot and Alexander Papazov.

At last week's Highland Music Boosters Student Recognition Awards (L-R): Boosters Vice President Joe Avampato, 7th 
grader Alexander Papazov and president Randie Ratick.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice and drop box is 
located at 29 South Chestnut Street.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Get what’s rightfully yours

It has come to my attention that some New Paltz 
property owners did not receive a Property Tax Re-
lief Credit Check from the NYS Department of Taxa-
tion and Finance.

In order to establish if you are eligible to receive a 
check, you must have fi led an application by calling 
the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance at 1-278-
457-4337 or on the web at www.tax.ny.gov. Have a copy 
of your 2016 income tax form handy. These refunds 
will be forthcoming (if eligible) until 2020.

Don’t short change yourself. Get what’s rightfully 
yours.

Joan DeGiacomo
New Paltz

 Erica Chase-Salerno
will not be forgotten

A guerilla fi ghter in our midst, passed away last 
Friday, 02/07/19. Diagnosed with Stage IV breast 
cancer in the summer of 2015, Erica continued to fi ll 
pages of events for Kids’ Almanac, signing off  with 
“Head On and Heart Strong!” This was often fol-
lowed by advice (in italics) on the best goat cheese 
or some delicious ice cream she had tried as she 
traveled the Hudson Valley in search of activities for 
young people.

Each step of her battle with cancer was record-
ed, exposing her strength, her fears, the anxiety of 
new treatments and her family’s welfare. We were 
allowed into a personal realm of reality embroi-
dered with witticisms, puns and quotations. Erica 
would describe a miserable experience, under the 
title, “One More MRI and I’ll Stick to the Fridge.” 
Her inner strength and strong convictions came as 
no surprise. As a young student, much appreciated 
by students and professors alike in the French de-
partment at SUNY New Paltz in the early ’90s, she 
was well aware of the segregation that existed in the 
residence halls. Erica rose to the occasion and was 
accepted as the only white student at Shango Hall, 
which until then had only housed African-American 
women. 

To all who have known and admired Erica, we sa-
lute the life she led, maximizing her talents to the 
limit. 

She shall not be forgotten.
Jacqueline Francois

Bearsville

New Paltz Fire Department 
members are the ultimate 
volunteers

It is awe-inspiring to think about the various hard-
working volunteers in our community. So many 
work to support youth sports, local farming, envi-
ronmental issues, historic preservation, social jus-
tice causes, open space protection, our communi-
ty’s library, etc. Then there are volunteers providing 
fi re protection and emergency medical response. In 
2017, SUNY New Paltz’s Benjamin Center produced 
an in-depth report on volunteerism in Ulster County.

I previously served on the town Planning Board. 
Participation involved a great deal of time preparing 
for and attending meetings. There are approximate-
ly 24 planning board meetings per year. Preparation 
time can be equal to meeting time so members vol-
unteer the equivalent of ~50 meetings per year. Ad-
ditionally, planning board members are required to 
complete four hours of annual training per the NYS 
Department of State.

Planning board work is incredibly important and 
one of the busier volunteer boards or commissions. 
We owe a great deal of gratitude to planning board 
members -- past and present.

But it is truly stunning when we stop and look at 
what is expected from New Paltz’s volunteer fi re-
fi ghters. Exterior and interior fi refi ghters must fulfi ll 
79 and 128 hours of training, respectively. Then the 
NPFD has monthly meetings, maintenance events 

or trainings every Monday evening. New members 
must attend at least nine monthly meetings, fi ve 
maintenance events and nine trainings in a year. 
Once members satisfy all the initial training, they 
may request a status change to “active,” which re-
quires at least four monthly meetings, fi ve mainte-
nance events and fi ve trainings.

New members must attend at least 20% of the 
year’s calls. “Active” members must attend at least 
15% of the calls. In 2018, there were 778 calls, so 20% 
was 156 calls and 15% was 117 calls. These were the 
minimum number of calls! Amazingly, there are in-
dividuals in the department who attend the majority 
of the calls, including members who show up +90% 
of the time.

NPFD bylaws also require all members to partici-
pate in at least one parade per year, in uniform.

Our fi refi ghters’ volunteer contribution is equiva-
lent to serving on SEVERAL planning boards.

There isn’t a silver bullet to help retain volunteer fi re-
fi ghters or attract new recruits. We try to do a combina-
tion of things. Quality trainings and having equipment 
that is inspected and updated/replaced regularly goes 
a long way. Constructing a new fi re station to replace 
the inadequate and cramped station at 25 Plattekill will 
be an enormous milestone after years of planning its 
construction. We expect to break ground for the new 
fi ve double-bay station at Henry W Dubois Drive and 
North Putt Corners Road this summer.

Our community is also lucky that our fi re depart-
ment members are cautious with the department’s 
budget. They are thoughtful and prudent with pur-
chases because they know items are paid for with 
their tax bills and their neighbors.

The town and village also contribute funds for 
each department member credited with a year of 
service into a service award retirement account. Per 
existing NYS law, the maximum contribution is $700 
per year per member. We have been encouraging 
our representatives in Albany to increase the maxi-
mum contribution from $700 to up to $2,100. Chang-
ing this law so we may increase annual contributions 
would be another way to support our volunteers.

The Village’s 2019-2020 budget is being prepared 
with approximately $18,200 set aside in anticipation 
of 26 eligible department members ($700 * 26 mem-
bers). However, we may also try something new and 
will consider budgeting an additional $10,000 above 
the $18,200 (for a total of $28,200) in a restricted 
fund in anticipation of Albany changing this law. (Vil-
lage and town taxpayers would share this, like they 
do with all fi re department expenses.)

We hope Assembly member Cahill, Senator 
Metzger and Governor Cuomo will provide this 
needed fl exibility so we may do more for the fi re-
fi ghters our community relies upon.

(Great news -- we have just been contacted by Sen-
ator Metzger’s offi  ce that she intends to help and will 
introduce this legislation.)

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

I hope Luis Martinez has the 
opportunity to stay in this country

My wife and I have known Luis Edwardo Martinez 
for 20 years in the local community and are good 
friends with his mother, Maria Luisa Raymundo. I’ve 
known him since he started working as a young man 
to help his mother and brothers. He has always been 
faithful to bring his children to church for classes, 
confi rmation and the fi rst communion in the Fatima 
Church in Plattekill, along with our children. I saw 
him be a responsible and loving father and husband.

In the last four years, he off ered me landscaping 
work and other work around his house like stone 
and concrete work because he had a good heart and 
he understood that I needed to work hard to sup-
port my family. An example of his good character 
was when he hired me to rebuild stone walls on his 
property that really did not need repair. He is a good 
man and a good friend.

I hope he has the opportunity to stay in this coun-
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try. He helps this community in many ways. In his 
business, he hires many people who also support 
families. He gives money to his church and activities 
that support New Paltz schools.

Luis was important to me to become a permanent 
resident and then a United States citizen. He is a 
hard worker, a good family man and he wants to do 
beautiful things for this country. 

I am very willing to testify for him in court or other 
places.

Quirino Vera
Highland

Pat Ryan has my support

On February 20, 2019; the Ulster County Demo-
cratic Committee will hold its annual nominating 
convention for the purpose of designating candi-
dates to run in the November 5 general election. 
There are three candidates vying for the Democratic 
Party nomination of Ulster County Executive at the 
convention.

Of the three, I am most impressed by the candida-
cy of Pat Ryan, a young, energetic U.S. Army veteran 
who previously ran in last year’s Federal Democratic 
Congressional Primary.

There are many issues that will aff ect the opera-
tion of Ulster County government: loss of Federal 
and State assistance in social services/medicaid 
programs, the rising cost of health Insurance pro-
vided to county employees, a shrinking property 
tax base due to seniors and young people moving 
out of Ulster County and unable to aff ord property 
taxes nor able to fi nd well-paying jobs in the private 
sector. Plus the lack of aff ordable housing. Keep in 
mind the average annual per capita family income in 
Ulster County is $40,000 -- substantially below the 
neighboring counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, 
Rockland and Westchester counties.

Ryan’s military service includes graduating from 
West Point and commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant 
in 2004. He served as a military intelligence offi  cer, 
attaining the rank of captain prior to his second de-
ployment to Iraq. More so, Ryan was awarded the 
Bronze Star twice while posted overseas. However; 
Pat Ryan did not agree with the Iraq war -- even 
though he was fi ghting it. 

According to Ryan; military force should be used 
as a last resort!

Upon leaving the military, Pat Ryan started a data 
analysis company, followed by a cyber security 
fi rm. These companies reached out and employed 
military veterans. He possesses the necessary drive, 
discipline and innovation skills needed to solve com-
plex revenue and expenditure issues that will no 
doubt plague Ulster County government (with an 
annual $329 million operating budget) in the near 
future. Ryan will follow progressive values in over-
seeing county government.

For the reasons enumerated, Pat Ryan has my sup-
port as an Ulster County Democratic Party commit-
teeman at the Ulster County Democratic Committee 
nominating convention on February 20 and subse-
quently the general election on November 5, 2019.

Dan Conna
Plattekill

True love

A couple of weeks ago, I glanced at your special 
section on weddings, for entertainment purposes 
only, as they say, indulging in a brief intake of junk 
food for the mind, given the American cultural ob-
session with materialism and, around the occasion 
of weddings, with extravagant and gross overspend-
ing on desperate narcissistic exhibitionism. 

And then, what a delightful surprise, contained 
therein amid the manic consumerist superfi ciality, 
there was a real life real love story about two authen-
tic, individualistic, now elder human beings, who 
found and committed to each other decades ago, 
and have crafted and shared a genuine authentic 
relationship with each other. I refer to Violet Snow 
and my most very favorite local poet and essayist, 
Sparrow. What a gift to read their story. Thank you, 
Violet and Sparrow, for sharing your soul-sustaining 
story with us, and thank you, New Paltz Times, for 
publishing it. Finding this real Heart of Gold story 
amid the glitzy wedding hoopla, is like fi nding the 
pearl of great price in the fi shwrapper!

Barbara Kidney
Shawangunk

Fact vs. opinion #15

Fact: Governor Northam of Virginia is being raked 
over the coals for an inappropriate college prank re-
garding a black man in a still photo with a Ku Klux 
Klan member or supposedly a Klan member, taken 
in the year 1984 in his medical school yearbook.

Opinion: Infl ammatory, of course; inappropriate, 
of course, disrespectful, of course. That was 34 years 
ago. Let’s go back in time a bit, shall we? Let’s go 
back to the year 1962 when the last show of Amos 
and Andy was broadcast; let’s look at the years 1968-
1973 when Rowan and Martin were at full peak; let’s 
look at the infamous Archie Bunker of 1973-1983. All 
received high acclaim for these shows before they 
went off  the air. Amos and Andy was being portrayed 
as bumbling blacks at a time when stereotypes of 
blacks were prominent and accepted by the main-
stream population. On Rowan and Martin’s show,  
one of the skits was “what is worse than having a 
black president?” Answer: “A Puerto Rican presi-
dent.” The Archie Bunker Show, “what, she’s going 
out with a “heeb” ( Jew)” and “what, she has a black 
friend, “isn’t he supposed to be picking cotton?” 
And so on. 

Inappropriate, of course; disrespectful, of course; 
unacceptable, of course. But not at the time. It was 
acceptable and amusing at the time, or they would 
not have lasted as long as they did, according to the 
ratings. But sensitivity to the plight of our minor-
ity members has given us a more mature outlook at 
those not of the white color. I suspect that Governor 
Northam witnessed this as a prank in the spirit of the 
times, albeit a few years hence the end of the shows, 
but still 34 years ago. However, it happened and the 
times have progressed for such comments, as above, 
and depictions in the yearbook photo, as above, to 
be relegated to the ash pit of memories past.

I do not know the man, know nothing about him. 
But if it was yesterday or last year, I would be in-
clined to ‘tar and feather him’, but, of course, that 
would be as inappropriate today as the shows of yes-
teryear. But today, I would give the man the benefi t 
of the doubt inasmuch as it was 34 years ago, and 
particularly, if there were no more incidents.

 Let’s get on with the important things of life that 
need to be addressed and not drag up the past, par-
ticularly if this was an isolated event.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

At last

In case you didn’t notice, the greatest existential 
threat to our planet, our country and our kids -- cli-
mate change -- was not mentioned during the presi-
dential debates, Trump’s inaugural address, nor his 
“state of the union” address.

That all changed last week when Ed Markey, Sena-
tor from Massachusetts, and Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, a freshman congresswoman from New York 
City, (she is a “she,” Puerto Rican, and just turned 30 
-- WOW!), introduced their “Green New Deal.” This 
“Deal” seems to touch all facets of our economy and 
society, but of particular interest to us, is an aggres-
sive attack on Climate Change. 

The deal refl ects the deadline of both the UN panel 
on climate change and the recent USA assessment, 
namely: that we will reign in climate change within 
the next 12 years (2030). Their proposal incorporates 
very few specifi cs, and is non-binding, but it is get-
ting wide conceptual support by many law-makers 
on both sides of the aisle.

 For those of us who have been waiting for the 
right time for action, this is it -- at last. 

Read about this “Green New Deal,” and please 
pressure your Congressional representatives to en-
dorse it.

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Here’s to trusting women

On Tuesday, January 22, 2019, New York State se-
cured our access to safe and legal abortion with the 
Reproductive Health Act (RHA). It is not surprising 
that those opposed to abortion -- including President 
Trump -- have chosen to spread misinformation to 
distract people from the truth: New Yorkers cast 
their ballots in November, and safe, legal abortion is 
now safe in our state.

Polling shows that the vast majority of Ameri-

cans support access to safe, legal abortion and op-
pose restrictions on abortion access. It is appalling 
in 2019 that anti-choice advocates are still trying to 
shame women about their reproductive health care. 
Whether it is access to contraception or abortion, 
we have seen opposition to common-sense legisla-
tion that keeps women in control of their own health 
and lives.

Donald Trump’s State of the Union attack on sex-
ual and reproductive health and rights only dem-
onstrates the administration’s fl ailing eff orts to de-
ceive the electorate -- after the longest government 
shutdown in U.S. history, Trump’s approval ratings 
continue to fall, forcing him to rally his anti-abortion 
base.

But patients aren’t pawns, and health care should 
not be used for political leverage. Every day, women 
across our country face the deeply personal decision 
of whether or not to continue their pregnancy. Every 
pregnancy and every patient’s circumstances are 
diff erent. Instead of respecting a woman’s decision, 
opponents of women’s health care use provocative, 
hypothetical scenarios to hide from the fact that they 
don’t care about women’s health, are trying to end 
family planning programs and take away health in-
surance and care from women and children.

Don’t be fooled by infl ammatory claims about the 
RHA. 

To be clear, there is no such thing as abortion dur-
ing labor and delivery. Any suggestions otherwise 
are not only completely false, but they are down-
right off ensive to women who face pregnancy com-
plications. It’s important to remember that the peo-
ple spreading this misinformation have one motive 
in mind-- to ban safe, legal abortion in this country.

The fact is, the RHA was an important and long-
overdue step forward to protect our almost 50-year-
old access to safe and legal abortion. With a federal 
government dedicated to attacking reproductive 
health care and Roe v. Wade in jeopardy --the same 
national protections that have governed our access 
to abortion care since 1973 -- we could not wait any 
longer to adopt Roe’s protections in our state law. 
Now, as under Roe, women can receive abortion 
care up to 24 weeks or later when an individual’s 
health or life is endangered, or the fetus is not viable.

The RHA also recognized that medicine has 
changed dramatically in 50 years. Patients seek care 
from various types of modern medical profession-
als, like nurse practitioners and physicians’ assis-
tants. By clarifying that qualifi ed advanced practice 
clinicians may provide early abortion care, the RHA 
improves access to safe and aff ordable health care– 
especially for low-income women, women of color 
and women who live in areas of our state with lim-
ited access to medical professionals.

Abortion is health care. It is not a crime. The RHA 
updated New York’s abortion law, shifting it from the 
state’s criminal homicide code (where it was added 
in 1828!) and ensured that abortion is now regulated 
under the Public Health Law -- just like any other 
medical procedure -- as it always should have been. 
191-year-old laws don’t suit us in 2019, and we need 
to question those who want to take us back in time. 

I believe that every woman should have the abil-
ity to control when or whether to become pregnant. 
The RHA was a step forward for New York, and we 
should celebrate it. Here’s to trusting women.

Ruth-Ellen Blodgett, President and CEO
Planned Parenthood Mid-Hudson Valley

Why am I supporting Pat Strong?

This is directed to the Ulster County Democratic 
Committee.

Why am I supporting Pat Strong? She has three 
main areas of experience (but not limited to these 
three) that would make her an excellent county ex-
ecutive for Ulster County: 1. management skills, 2. 
small business growth, and 3. alternative energy use 
in our community. 

1. Being a successful small business owner gives 
her the skill set for being our county executive. Man-
aging cash fl ow, hiring talented and experienced em-
ployees and interacting with customers are critical 
in running a successful business. She knows as an 
owner that she is only as good as her workforce; and 
company growth depends on them. Creativity, net-
working and leadership are just a few of her skills. 
All of these qualifi cations are required for running a 
county executive’s offi  ce that would have a positive 
impact on our lives. 
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2. By supporting and encouraging new small busi-
nesses in the Kingston area, she knows this leads 
to employment growth and a stronger community. 
People want to contribute to a company that they 
are connected to and have a chance to advance and 
make more money. What she has done in Kingston 
to nurture businesses can be expanded throughout 
the county.

3 Her active involvement in bringing clean energy 
to Ulster County gives her hands-on experience in 
working with people and municipalities to become 
invested in clean energy use and savings. Her busi-
ness involves helping people in her community to 
save energy and use clean energy. How important is 
this for our environment and planet! 

Watching a video where she spoke at a commu-
nity gathering (with her two opponents), outlining 
her qualifi cations and reasons for wanting to be our 
county executive, gave me the facts I needed to write 
this letter. Pat’s excellent communication skills are 
also important for the Ulster County Executive. 

No doubt, I left out many more reasons why she 
should be our county executive. 

Vote for Pat Strong for our county executive. You 
will not be sorry! 

Lynn Ritchie
Shady/Woodstock

Please vote for Pat Ryan

On February 20, Democratic Committee members 
in Ulster County will be meeting to select a nominee 
to replace Mike Hein, our outgoing Ulster County 
Executive. In this regard, I cannot think of a better 
candidate than Pat Ryan and I urge committee mem-
bers to vote for this outstanding person. If you are 
not a committee member but know one, please urge 
them to vote for Pat. Why? Well, Mike Hein will be 
incredibly hard to replace. To carry on his eff orts, 
we need a candidate with charisma, leadership skills 
and problem-solving abilities. Pat has these and 
much more, including an in-depth understanding 
of the problems facing working people in this global 
economy. Pat is dedicated to fi ghting climate change 
and re-training workers in skills needed to compete 
in the 21st century marketplace. He understands the 
need to promote tourism, education and sensible 
economic growth. Plus, he has the skills to do it! He 
was a military combat offi  cer who served his coun-
try and upon his return to civilian life, he founded 
a company that employs over 150 people. This ex-
perience has helped Pat to crystalize a strategy to 
continue making Ulster County the best place to live 
and work. Please visit his website @ryanforulster.
com and vote for Pat Ryan. 

Stephen J. Weir
Gardiner

We should welcome the passage
of the Reproductive Health Act

In 1970, New York passed a ground-breaking law: 
“Article 125-NY Penal Law: Homicide, Abortion and 
Related Off enses.” At the time this law was passed, 
abortion was a crime, and the new law only amend-
ed the parameters of the crime. It determined that 
an “abortional act is justifi able when...it is being 
committed by a duly licensed physician, acting un-
der a reasonable belief that such act is necessary to 
preserve (the female’s) life, or, within twenty-four 
weeks from the commencement of her pregnancy.” 
It did not make an exception for a woman’s health or 
for the viability of the fetus.

The Reproductive Health Act (RHA) which was 
signed into law January 22, 2019:

1. Removed the regulation of abortion from the Pe-
nal Code and placed it in the Public Health Law.

2. Allows Advanced Care Clinicians, (licensed, 
certifi ed or authorized practitioners, such as nurse 
practitioners, certifi ed nurse midwives and physi-
cian assistants) duly trained in abortion care, to per-
form abortions. 

3. Ensures that a woman can access the care she 
needs when pregnancy places her health at risk or 
when the fetus is not viable.

Limiting the performance of abortions to medical 
doctors is a burden for women who live in rural ar-
eas of New York where access to a physician is lim-
ited. They typically have to miss days of work, often 
unpaid, to travel to a doctor. They may also have to 
arrange for childcare. These diffi  culties can result in 

a delay in getting the care they need and thus, a lat-
ter abortion. Allowing Advanced Care Clinicians to 
provide abortions will reduce that burden.

Allowing later-term abortions when a fetus is not 
viable or when the pregnancy places a woman’s 
health at risk, is a humane provision. To put a hu-
man face to this issue, here are some real examples: 
(Stories abridged from “Critical Conditions: How 
New York’s Unconstitutional Abortion Law Jeop-
ardizes Women’s Health”, K, Bodde & S. Krueger, 
NYCLU, 2017.

She was told by her doctors that her cancer treat-
ments would make it impossible for her to get preg-
nant. Late in her second trimester she found out 
that they were wrong. Further tests revealed that 
her cancer treatments had damaged the fetus and it 
would not survive. But because she was more than 
24 weeks into her pregnancy, she was prohibited 
from receiving an abortion in New York State. She 
travelled thousands of miles to receive care in an-
other state.

In her 24th week of pregnancy, she began hav-
ing seizures. Years earlier she had been treated for 
melanoma. It was now in her brain and had spread 
elsewhere in her body. If she was not treated for 
the melanoma, she would likely live for only a few 
weeks after giving birth. Treatment now could give 
her more time, but would be toxic to the fetus. She 
and her husband had to consider the needs of their 
young child at home. It was a wrenching decision, 
but they were certain the best course for their family 
was treatment for her cancer and a focus on quality 
of life. Despite her condition and the needs of her 
family, an abortion in New York was no longer pos-
sible. The couple had to travel to Kansas.

A routine ultrasound in the third trimester re-
vealed that the baby had had a massive brain hem-
orrhage. It destroyed his cerebral cortex. If he even 
survived delivery, he would be kept alive by ma-
chines. Termination was the only way to prevent his 
suff ering. But “because I was in the third trimester, 
there was no one who could provide this kind of care 
for me in New York. We were shocked. With the help 
of our hospital, we found a doctor across the coun-
try who would treat us.“ 

The RHA takes abortion out of the penal code, 
provides for better access to legal and safe abortions 
and allows families a humane choice when things go 
terribly wrong late in a pregnancy. That is why lov-
ing, humane women and men have fought for the 
RHA for many years. We welcome its passage.

Kathryn Adorney
Gardiner

Sustainability

The term “sustainability” most often references 
our relationship with Mother Earth: the ways in 
which we can and must use our scientifi c knowl-
edge to preserve our natural resources, to address 
the challenges of climate change and to develop 
an economy that nurtures healthy and productive 
growth. Sustainability helps us order our present 
lives with a vision of a hopeful future for the planet 
and its creatures. 

But “sustainability” also informs our understand-
ing of economics. What should have been apparent 
for decades is that the decline of the American mid-
dle class -- broadly defi ned as the segment including 
all but those with high income and wealth and those 
suff ering from poverty -- cannot be sustained. The 
rhetorical and political successes of trickle-down 
economic theory, dominant in the Reagan years 
and resurgent with Trump, have conned enough of 
the voting public to mask the relentless erosion of 
fi nancial health for most Americans and the shock-
ing growth of economic inequality. But no more. In 
2019 proposals to change the course of unsustain-
able inequality abound: redirect taxation to recover 
the disguised bonuses paid to the wealthy through 
current laws on estates, tax rates, unearned income, 
and stock market activity; regulate large corporate 
buybacks of stock and dividend distributions, which 
mostly profi t the wealthiest families and executives 
while neglecting research, investments for growth 
and shared benefi ts with workers; revitalize anti-
trust oversight to break up and limit the dominance 
of monolithic companies in their industries. These 
proposals come from elected Democrats and com-
mentators and thinkers on “the left” with very few 
Republicans willing to listen.

But the boundaries of left/right are shifting. What 

is radical or extreme about demanding that the 
wealth of a prosperous country be shared fairly 
with all its citizens? We should applaud the over-
due conversations that the volcanic disruptions of 
the Trump presidency have generated. The Demo-
cratic Party in 2019 and 2020 must focus with laser 
intensity on ideas that off er hope to the mass of the 
American people. The right is already accusing its 
opposition of stirring “class envy.” It is a hollow and 
cynical accusation grounded in the fear of lost privi-
lege. If Democrats stand for anything, they must take 
the lead in off ering plans for a truly sustainable path 
to the future. If they do not, our democratic society 
will not endure.

Tom Denton
Highland

New York Health Act
is a win-win plan

There are many misconceptions and much mis-
information around the proposed New York Health 
Act, which I’d like to clear up. I have had experi-
ence as a health care professional, as an employee 
of companies that helped with my health insurance 
cost and as being unemployed and trying to fi nd my 
own insurance. What I have learned from reading 
the proposed bill and listening to discussion makes 
me very excited that this could come to pass and 
the residents of NY would all have comprehensive 
health insurance at a modest cost. 

The proposed bill will eliminate the two-tier sys-
tem which aff ords great care for some and little-to-
no care for others. Many young people I know have 
jobs which do not off er health insurance, and they 
go without it because the cost is prohibitive. Some 
indigent people have Medicaid, so they have insur-
ance, but the quality is poor. There are some who 
are happy with their current plans, but in my expe-
rience they are in the minority. I, for one, am cur-
rently on Medicare, and have monthly premiums, 
deductibles, and copays, and no coverage for vision 
or dental, not a great deal from where I sit, and I’m 
currently healthy. The new proposal will provide 
comprehensive care (Including long-term care) for 
people of all ages; it is a great improvement on the 
current Medicare.

When insurance companies are taken out of the 
picture, there will be a single-payer system, which 
will streamline the processing of care and reim-
bursement to providers. 

Costs will be lower for most individuals, the range 
of services available will be improved, and the bal-
ance will actually be savings for the state, as there 
are not profi teering companies involved, drug pric-
es will be negotiated, and doctors can be providing 
care rather than dealing with insurance companies. 
Prof. Gerald Friedman’s calculations with the UMass 
Economics Department’s assistance show that New 
York would SAVE $71 billion a year. 

There is a job re-training plan already in place for 
those displaced from their jobs with the insurance 
companies. 

This is a Win-Win plan. The updated bill (including 
coverage for long-term care) will be released Mon-
day February 11 so watch your newspaper for details. 

Please go to NYHcampaign.org for more informa-
tion.

Sherrill Silver
New Paltz

I’d like to be your next county 
executive

Last Sunday I stood in solidarity with my neigh-
bors in New Paltz after a well-known community 
member was detained by ICE. A highly successful 
business owner with strong roots in our communi-
ty was taken from his own driveway and his family 
waited eleven days to learn why. These kinds of ac-
tions are happening all too often and are diametri-
cally opposed to our values of inclusivity, justice and 
community. As county executive, I will take an ac-
tive role in opposing Trump administration policies 
like this that threaten Ulster County residents.

I will oppose any coordination between our coun-
ty and local law enforcement and ICE, and stand in 
solidarity with our immigrant communities. I will 
oppose regulatory rollback of critical environmental 
protections, and block future dirty energy produc-
tion that would pollute our county and I will op-
pose cuts to critical social services programs such as 
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SNAP, low-income housing assistance, mental health 
services and veterans services. 

Opposition to dangerous policies is not enough, 
we also must be the change that we wish to see in the 
world. On that front, Ulster County has the potential 
to become a beacon of justice re-defi ning what that 
word “justice” means in our society. We’ve made 
tremendous progress with the construction of the 
Restorative Justice Center. The Center is not only a 
place for our underprivileged youth to fi nd oppor-
tunity and hope, it is the fi rst step in reforming our 
broken criminal justice system. 

We now have the opportunity to expand on initia-
tives like the Restorative Justice Center to help break 
the school-to-prison pipeline and provide opportu-
nities for the most vulnerable members of our com-
munity. 

I will be proud to partner with our new County 
Sheriff  Juan Figueroa to enact the “First Chance” 
prison-to-work program championed by Sheriff  
Figueroa, which partners with local businesses to 
provide employment opportunities for individuals 
transitioning out of the criminal justice system. I will 
ensure we prioritize and promote programs that cre-
ate alternatives to incarceration, such as Drug Court 
and Veterans Court and I will support and enforce 
the Ulster County Human Rights Protection Act of 
2018, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
a wide range of protected categories and empow-
ers the Ulster County Human Rights Commission to 
hear complaints locally, rather than going through 
Albany.

As county executive, I will fi ght to protect our val-
ues and work to continue to make us a leader on is-
sues regarding the environment and social justice. 

Pat Ryan
Gardiner 

When you have an encounter
with a police offi  cer 

When is the use of force by New Paltz police ever 
acceptable?

When should a New Paltz police offi  cer draw a 
gun, shoot, punch, strike, kick, push or use any oth-
er violent force on a civilian? When is the use of po-
lice force excessive and becomes police violence? On 
the other hand, when should the police use compas-
sion, understanding and techniques of de-escalation 
in a violent incident, particularly when race is a fac-
tor and someone is injured?

 What if you get stopped by the police while being 
Black, Latina/Latino, gay, young? Do you know your 
rights? Do you know how to behave if stopped by the 
police? Do you know who to contact if arrested or 
mistreated by the police? Should police as we know 
be eliminated and replaced with community polic-
ing?

Come hear Michael Sussman, Esq. and King Down-
ing, Esq., who are two renowned civil rights lawyers 
answer these questions and other critical questions 
when you have an encounter with a police offi  cer. 
Please join them in this free event from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on February 19, 2019, Tuesday, at the SUNY New 
Paltz Student Union Building, room 100 North. Cam-
pus parking should be free after 6 p.m., but verify 
it. There will be time to provide your testimony of 
personal police experiences and ask questions of the 
lawyers. 

In the recent case of Paul Echols, a New Paltz po-
lice offi  cer admittedly punched him in the face mul-
tiple times raising serious questions as to how that 
related to his bloody mouth and missing teeth. He 
was handcuff ed and evidence shows he was not vi-
olently resisting. Yet he was treated to such abuse. 
How is this acceptable? Yet, police notoriously are 
excused from such violent behavior, often killing 
people who have done nothing wrong. Police most 
often act with impunity knowing they will be ex-
cused, as we are seeing in this New Paltz case, which 
is not completed. 

We anticipated the disappointing exoneration 
decision by the New Paltz Town Board/Police Com-
mission because of the overwhelming national trend 
to exonerate police violence which is documented 
with data by a group called Mapping Police Violence 
national database. The data is reported in chapter 
3, “The Problem of the Police”, in a 2018 book. The 
book title is “On The Other Side Of Freedom” by De-
Ray McKesson. He states on page 61 “...it is the police 
unions that have solidifi ed, through contracts, a sec-
ondary “justice” system for police that shields them 

from accountability.” 
Concerned Parents of New Paltz is organizing 

this event with SUNY NP Black Student Union and 
International Socialist Organization because the 
New Paltz Town Board may be opening a fl oodgate 
of instances of police misconduct because of their 
recent exoneration of a police offi  cer in the case of 
Paul Echols. Concerned Parents does not agree with 
the exoneration of a white New Paltz police offi  cer 
on 12-20-18 who by his own admission assaulted 
Paul Echols, an African American, who was already 
injured and handcuff ed. We do not accept the stan-
dard of a use of force that says it is alright to punch 
an injured person. 

We expect that all fi ve charges against Paul will be 
dismissed at his local trial on March 4, 2019 where 
he will be represented by the highly respected civil 
rights attorney Michael Sussman. After the March 4 
trial we may pursue a complaint with the U.S. De-
partment of Justice that Paul’s civil rights were vio-
lated in his arrest of 9-9-18. 

However, we hope that the arrest of Paul and sub-
sequent two New Paltz Civilian Review complaints 
by Concerned Parents and the Ellenville NACCP and 
Town Board complaint review will start a process to 
recognize institutional racism in our town and vil-
lage government institutions. This can then lead to 
policies and programs to work at eradicating insti-
tutional racism in our government and police. For 
example, the New Paltz Board of Education declared 
in a resolution last Spring that institutional racism 
exists in our school district and it become district 
policy to recognize and address it. One action that 
they took was to establish a Board of Education 
Committee titled -- Racial Equity Initiative Advisory 
Committee with broad charges to address racism. 
We suggest that the village and town governments 
also explore a similar action with their governing en-
tities and police department that could lead to train-
ings such as Undoing Racism Workshop with all their 
employees and police. 

We remain hopeful that our community can come 
together to address racism in our community as part 
of a 344 year historical struggle with local New Paltz 
African slavery and now the New Jim Crow with its 
mass incarceration of people of color, including the 
school to prison pipe line. Please attend this gather-
ing on February 19 and others to come as a way of 
combating institutional racism. 

We look forward to hearing from the town govern-
ments and police as to how to partner racism insti-
tutional change.

Edgar Rodriguez 
on behalf of Concerned Parents of New Paltz

Check out the latest play
at the Denizen Theatre

The last play of the Denizen Theatre’s fi rst sea-
son recently opened. Please go. It is lyrical, visually 
beautiful, eternal. Kind of like a staged poem about a 
father and daughter and grief and identity, this is the 
call to your humanity you need to go see and hear. 
We need to share this poem. I am going back to see it 
again,and I hope to see you there. 

The play runs Wednesday through Saturday at 7 
p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. 

Aidan Koehler
Gardiner

A little more to say about
sidewalk safety

I read the letter last week by Misha Harnick con-
cerning Main Street sidewalk safety and it is spot on. 
To answer her questions, homeowners do not have 
a say and usually sidewalks are built within the right-
of-way border of their properties. Property owners 
are then responsible to clear them within 12 hours 
of a storm and can also be responsible for injury 
claims.

I submit that if sidewalks are installed for the good 
of the community, then the community should bear 
those responsibilities so they can be done more ef-
fectively and all those that share the benefi ts share 
the responsibilities. The town maintains the roads 
on the right of way, so why not maintain the side-
walks they install?

The problems Misha Harnick raises will be even 
worse in May since our town leadership is bringing 
the Empire State Trail right down Main Street. The 
safety problems of uneven and narrow sidewalks 

constricted by parking meters has been brought 
up both here and on social media. Our leader’s re-
sponse was to fi le for a $3.2M Transportation Alter-
natives Program (TP-CMAQ) grant (and fi nance our 
20% through municipal bonds) to build a new fi ve-
foot-wide ADA sidewalk on Henry W Dubois ((HWD) 
Drive (wheelchairs on those hills sounds frightening) 
and widen the bike lanes. While the bike lane safety on 
HWD could be addressed, the reality of the situation 
is that many rail trail bike riders are going to go down 
Main Street instead of HWD, and that will be a diff erent 
safety issue because there are no bike lanes at all.

It seems to me that the proposed HWD project is a 
huge expense and certainly should not be very high 
on our priority list. It’s going to unfairly disrupt and 
impact property owners and all users along HWD for 
very little payback. When it is complete, Main Street 
sidewalks and bike lanes will still be a safety issue. I 
think our leadership could do a better job than back-
ing the wrong horse. Where would you rather have 
the new sidewalk and bike lanes installed? 

Jim Taylor
New Paltz

Say “no” to CVS!

I think we have a curious paradox in New Paltz. On 
the one hand, our laws in regard to structures and 
their nature is restrictive and prescriptive, mostly 
for good reasons, even if some of them do create 
hardships for owners. On the other hand, whatever 
is legally possible, no matter how unwelcome and 
“harmful” it may be, is allowed to take place. As a 
case in point I can name Medusa Antiques on Main 
Street, or the towering house on 56/58 Elting Ave-
nue: both are eyesore defacement of the neighbor-
hood, but not really detrimental to the community.

CVS, on the other hand, by its intrinsic nature, 
would be a great hurt for our community. It is not 
only traffi  c and municipal infrastructure and de-
struction of natural habitats that would be very 
negatively aff ected, it would be economically hurtful 
to us: after all, we have Rite Aid Pharmacy, which is 
wonderful, there is a good pharmacy at Topp’s and 
Dedrick’s is a local treasure. Most of any “drugstore” 
items we can get at Rite Aid, ShopRite, Topp’s, De-
drick’s, Convenient Deli and even the dollar stores.

Why should we bring another giant retailer here? 
Neither the existing venues nor the newcomer 
would fi nancially benefi t, in fact, I believe that all 
would feel a hurt. 

Remember the opposition to WalMart, led by the 
recently deceased Dave Porter? We won once, we 
should be able to do it again.

And Five guys? Does our community need another 
purveyor of transfat fare and sweet soft drinks?

Misha Harnick
New Paltz

Addressing local farming and labor

Mohonk Consultations enthusiastically thanks our 
community for making our November 5, 2018 con-
ference, “Pastures of Plenty? Food, Justice & Labor 
in the Hudson Valley,” a sold-out event and a catalyst 
to further action. 

Attendees heard directly from farmworkers and 
representatives from Hudson Valley Farm Hub, Mid-
Hudson Migrant Education Program, Ralph E. Ogden 
Foundation, Rondout Valley Growers Association, 
Rural & Migrant Ministry and Worker Justice Center 
of New York. Students attended from Rondout Valley 
High School, Columbia University, Bard College and 
UC Santa Cruz. Margaret Gray of Adelphi University, 
author of Labor and the Locavore: The Making of a 
Comprehensive Food Ethic, gave the keynote address. 
Caracol Language Co-op provided simultaneous in-
terpretation in English and Spanish. Ulster Savings 
Bank, Scenic Hudson and individuals underwrote 
farmworker and student attendance. 

Two upcoming events will further address local 
farming and labor: Rural and Migrant Ministry will 
host A Town Hall on “Justice for NYS Farmworkers” 
at SUNY New Paltz on Thursday, February 21, 6 to 8 
p.m. (www.ruralmigrantministry.org). 

Our Spring Forum, “Supporting Farmers and 
Farmworkers,” set for April 7, 2019, 3 to 6 p.m., at 
Mohonk Mountain House, will identify concrete 
actions to benefi t farmers and farmworkers (www.
mohonk-consultations.org). 

Nancy Graham Administrative Coordinator
Mohonk Consultations 
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It’s not natural

Recently PBS’ Judy Woodruff  interviewed the 
Agent many consider responsible for initiating and 
directing the evolutionary process that Charles Dar-
win discovered and the Neo Darwinists have fi ne 
tuned. The following is that interview: 

...WOODRUFF: Good evening and welcome to The 
News Hour. Due to the controversy over the pas-
sage of NYS Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Reproduc-
tive Health Act, The News Hour has invited our next 
guest, Mother Nature, to discuss the issue. Mother 
Nature’s wisdom is often credited on PBS’ Nature 
Shows with initiating and directing the evolutionary 
process. From our view, this process is responsible 
for evolving life and has taken steps to assure that 
those who are fi ttest will, not only be able to survive 
the rigors of the Natural World but, may indeed, 
also one day inherit the earth. ...Welcome to the PBS
News Hour Mother Nature.

...MOTHER NATURE: Thank you Judy. I’m so hap-
py to be with you.

...WOODRUFF: The subject tonight is the NYS Re-
productive Health Act which ensures that abortion 
will be legal in NYS through all nine months of a 
woman’s pregnancy. Many believe this legislation 
was put into eff ect to counteract the possibility that 
Roe vs Wade would one day be overturned by a fu-
ture Supreme Court. With this in view, what are your 
thoughts on the new law?

...MOTHER N: Did you say all nine months? Well, 
Judy, quite frankly, I fi nd the idea of a species de-
stroying its posterity in the womb, at any point of 
pregnancy, very troubling.

...WOODRUFF: You do?

...MOTHER N: Yes, I do Judy and I’ll tell you why: 
I was wise enough, when I set in motion the whole 
survival of the fi ttest idea, to place in every species 
that would develop from a single life form, the pow-
erful will to survive. For this reason, when I heard 
that the human species had legalized the killing of 
their off spring in the mother’s womb, I was puzzled. 
I mean my idea was that every species would do 

everything possible to ensure its survival. To this 
end, I particularly caused female human beings to 
“evolve” a maternal instinct of attachment and pro-
tection towards their young that would be stronger 
and last longer than any other species. Indeed, this 
maternal instinct was meant to last as long as the 
mother lived. (It is true that some mothers go a little 
overboard in the protective department; but that’s 
a topic for another day.) However, the legalization 
of abortion by the United States Supreme Court and 
also most of what humans call the “civilized world” 
went against...well...there’s no better way to put it 
“Mother Nature’s Wisdom.”

...WOODRUFF: Mother, you mentioned the single 
life form from which every form of life evolved: Do 
you know the origin of this life form?

...MOTHER N: Yes, of course I do Judy. After all, 
nothing comes from nothing so life must come from 
a source that is life itself. I would think that should be 
rather obvious to everyone in this modern, sophisti-
cated, scientifi c age in which the species in question 
has both self awareness and highly developed cogni-
tive abilities.

...WOODRUFF: Well, Mother, let me ask you this: 
Your wisdom is given credit, by the prevailing scien-
tifi c theory on planet earth, for evolving all life: does 
your wisdom have anything to do with the origin of 
the entire Universe?

...Mother N: Heavens no. I mean that sort of power 
and knowledge is way above my pay grade. After all, 
I’m not God you know. Someone once said: “There 
are more stars in the sky than grains of sand on the 
shores.” For the record, I can assure you and your 
viewers Judy: I had nothing to do with that.

...WOODRUFF: So then, Mother to be clear, I must 
ask you these two questions: Are there actually more 
stars in the sky than grains of sand on the shore and 
are you saying there is a God?

...MOTHER N: Regarding the stars and sand ques-
tion, I actually don’t know and don’t care to specu-
late. I don’t think anyone has ever done a count and 
any assertions one way or the other are presumptu-
ous and, ultimately, an exercise in futility. And, of 
course, there is a God: As life can only come from 
Life, wisdom can only come from Wisdom. And to 
be frank; I’m surprised that there is so much specu-
lation on the subject of God’s existence and the sand 
and stars question here on earth. But getting back 

to the NYS Reproductive Health Act; I’m certainly 
against it and I’m also a little disappointed that the 
people of New York State would elect leaders who 
would pass and celebrate such a Bill. I mean did you 
read the provisions that are in the Bill? They are ab-
solutely morally atavistic and regressive in their bar-
barism. Judy, I’ve been around a long time and be-
lieve me...I know from barbarism. Moreover, Judy, 
abortion is simply unnatural. As I previously stated, 
the entire Reproductive Health Act goes against my 
wisdom and, quite frankly, I’m afraid there is going 
to be, as the saying goes, “hell to pay” by the societ-
ies who support such Bills and the unnatural abor-
tion death culture.

...WOODRUFF: Thank you Mother Nature for ap-
pearing on The News Hour.

...MOTHER NATURE: You are quite welcome Judy. 
It was my pleasure L’Chaim!

...WOODRUFF: Up next: Reaction to our interview 
with The News Hour’s Panel after this brief message.

George Civile 
Gardiner

Pat Strong is the best choice
for Ulster County Executive

After listening to the three candidates for Ulster 
County Executive at the Kingston forum, I am cer-
tain Pat Strong is the best choice for Ulster County 
Executive. While I applaud Pat Ryan’s enthusiasm, 
for me experience matters. Pat Courtney Strong has 
been walking the walk of providing green economy 
jobs in our community for decades. She does not 
just talk about green job training and clean energy 
infrastructure changes, she understands how to 
pay for these programs through state and federal 
funding because that is the work she already does. 
She demonstrated that she knows how our county 
social services work better than the other two can-
didates and off ered sensible solutions for match-
ing local job training with the workforce needs of 
county businesses. She has been a business owner 
through the rising and falling tides of the IBM days, 
and knows that supporting a diverse variety of lo-
cal businesses is the way forward for Ulster County. 
Her connections with local municipalities, schools 
and private businesses run deep because of all the 
green infrastructure projects she has worked on over 
the years. The other candidates off ered ideas about 
aff ordable housing in Ulster County, whereas Pat has 
actual experience developing the Kingston Land Bank. 
Pat Strong’s experience, knowledge and social justice 
values will make her an ideal Ulster County Executive.

Katie Scott-Childress
Kingston

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF TAX SALE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York at a Regular Meeting held on the 23rd day of January, 2019, the undersigned, the Village Treasurer of the 
Village of New Paltz will sell at public auction in the manner provided by law on the 4th day of March, 2019 at 10:00AM and 
on succeeding days, if necessary, at the office of the Treasurer of the Village of New Paltz, Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue, 
New Paltz, New York, so much of each of the following parcels of real estate upon which Village taxes remain unpaid as will 
be sufficient to discharge the tax, interest and charges thereon which may be due at the time of the sale.
Each purchases at such tax sale shall pay the amount of bid to the Village Treasurer within ten days after the sale and upon 
such payment the treasurer shall give to the purchaser a certificate in writing describing the real property purchased and 
sum paid thereof.
The following is a list of the lots, pieces and parcels of real estate to be paid together with the statement of the amount of the 
tax, interest and charges thereon and the record owner thereof.
NANCY BRANCO, TREASURER
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ

Unpaid tax report by Section-Block -Lot as of 2/11/2019
UNPAID REPORT - TAX YEAR 2018 

Village of New Paltz

Owner Name
SWIS: 513801

Section-Blk-Lot Bill #
Unpaid Tax 

Amount
Penalty 
Amount

Adv Fee
Ret Ck

Fee
Total  

Amount Due

Alotta Erin 78.82-2-16.-60 52 $564.88 $67.79 $10.00 $0.00 $642.67

Coleman Cecile 86.33-2-13.-15 218 $601.72 $72.21 $10.00 $0.00 $683.93

Findlay E. Blake 78.82-2-24.200 334 $20.63 $2.48 $10.00 $0.00 $33.11

Jordan Gerald M 86.42-4-5 459 $1,843.47 $221.22 $10.00 $0.00 $2,074.69

LALO GROUP, INC. 86.34-4-13.100 515 $1,333.12 $159.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,503.09

Romm Stephanie R 86.26-4-11 826 $1,049.69 $125.96 $10.00 $0.00 $1,185.65

Ruger Michael F 86.26-2-20 843 $3,079.82 $369.58 $10.00 $0.00 $3,459.40

Lyra Home, LLC 86.42-3-14 928 $1,066.40 $127.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,204.37

STURGIS INGRID 86.33-2-13.-62 983 $638.56 $76.63 $10.00 $0.00 $725.19

Tarter Austi L 86.33-2-13.-134 999 $282.44 $33.89 $10.00 $0.00 $326.33

Total For 513801 $10,480.73 $1,257.69 $100.00 $0.00 $11,838.42

TOTAL $10,480.73 $1,257.69 $100.00 $0.00 $11,838.42

*Partial Payment Due

\8
WHY PRINT?

A website is endless. A weekly 
newspaper gives you every-
thing you need to know for the 
week. The timing and packag-
ing make for an ideal reading 
experience.  

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ASE PROPERTIES, 
LLC Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/13/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 17 Lucas
Ave., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 180 Vineyard Ave-
nue LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/17/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 7105 Rte. 22,
Millerton, NY 12546. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
CHARLEIGH SALOON 
LLC Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/19/2018. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 7105 Rte.
22, Millerton, NY 
12546. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of TESORO LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/7/2018. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of Ul-
ster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 384 Bingham 
Rd., Marlborough,
NY 12542. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PJCOST, LLC Arti-
cles of Org. fi led NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/14/2018. Offi  ce 

in Ulster Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 30 
Bellevue Rd., High-
land, NY 12528, which 
is also the principal 
business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
NEW PALTZ SNOW 
PLOWING LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on10/17/2018. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: REGIS-
TERED AGENTS INC. 
90 STATE ST., SUITE 
700, OFFICE 40, AL-
BANY, NY, 12207. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
QUERCUS HOLD-
INGS, LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
QUERCUS HOLD-
INGS, LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles 
of Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of New 
York on January 10, 
2019.  The offi  ce of 
the LLC is located in 
Ulster County, New 
York.  The Secretary 
of State has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the company upon 
whom process may 
be served.  The Sec-
retary of State shall 
mail a copy of any 
process against the 
company served 
upon him to QUER-
CUS HOLDINGS, LLC, 
105 Sparkling Ridge 
Road, New Paltz, New 
York 12561.  The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
8FNAprons LLC a 
domestic LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 1/8/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County.  SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 802 Briarwood 
Ct., New Paltz, NY 
12561. General Pur-
poses.

 
LEGAL NOTICE
DIAMOND EXCAVAT-
ING & PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/07/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Lee R. Gor-
don, 3 Mount Zion 
Rd, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Reg Agent: Lee 
R. Gordon, 3 Mount 
Zion Rd, Marlboro, 
NY 12542.Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): HC 
Meadows, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
11/08/2018. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-

cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: HC Meadows LLC, 
2899 Lucas Tpke, Ac-
cord, NY 12404. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
EDINBURGH MAN-
AGEMENT, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of ED-
INBURGH MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on January 17, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the compa-
ny upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 

the company served 
upon him to EDIN-
BURGH MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, 153 Main 
Street, New Paltz, 
New York 12561. The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of CLARKE FAMILY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/2/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County
of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 340 Milton
Tpke., Milton, NY 
12547. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
KW GRAPHIC & WEB 
DESIGN, LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/17/2019. 

Offi  ce loc: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Karen A. 
Williams, 765 Milton 
Turnpike, Highland, 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.                

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of 600 Route 
208 Gardner LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/18. Offi  ce Loca-
tion 536 Main Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

C. Sarah Dressman
It is with the deepest sadness that we formally announce the death 
of Mrs. C. Sarah Dressman, 87, of Woodstock. She died from com-
plications of cardiovascular surgery at Vassar Hospital in Pough-
keepsie on Tuesday, January 8th at 6:30 in the evening. She is sur-
vived by her husband of 60 years Howard Dressman, her daughter 
Molly R. Dressman and her granddaughter Sophie Dressman-Keel.
Cherie Sarah Deslandes was born on June 10, 1931 during an un-
likely snow storm in Waterbury, Connecticut. She was the only child 
of Albert Deslandes and Dorothy Mary LaRocque. Many know Sa-
rah from the decades she served as a public health nurse in Ulster 
County and the greater Hudson Valley. Her lifelong career in nurs-
ing began as a teenager in the late 1940s. Sarah graduated with a BS 
in Nursing from NYU in 1957 and received her MSN to a be a Nurse 
Practitioner from SUNY Binghamton in the late-seventies. Sarah 

was especially passionate about providing educational, compassionate and comprehensive health care 
to mothers, babies and children.
While at NYU, in a world history class Sarah met her life partner Howie. She whispered in his ear, “I’m 
the girl for you, Howie” and they married on October 23, 1958. The following year, Howie got a job 
with the international mutual funds company IOS and together the couple went on to travel the world, 
until settling in Woodstock in 1971. Sarah gave birth to her son Morris Dressman in Tehran, Iran on 
October 3, 1960 and her daughter Molly R. Dressman in Tokyo, Japan on December 20, 1961. In the 
spring of 1980, the Dressman family suffered a terrible tragedy when Morris died in a car accident.
Sarah possessed incredible intellectual and spiritual curiosity, diligence, compassion, generosity and 
good humor. She was a voracious reader, accomplished cook, collector of seashells, lover of plants and 
animals and so much more. Sarah’s smile gleamed right into her last days. She cherished and nurtured 
everything and everyone around her. She loved life. She will be profoundly missed forevermore.
The public is invited to gather in loving memory of Mrs. Sarah Dressman on Saturday, February 16, 
2019 for a noon service at Lasher’s Funeral home in Woodstock, NY.

Elizabeth C. Long
Elizabeth C. Long, age 93, of New Paltz, NY, died Friday, February 1, 2019 at Woodland Pond at New 
Paltz.  She was born February 14, 1925 in Green Township, Pennsylvania, the daughter of the late Blair 
and Katheryn (Learn) Goodlin.  She was the wife of the late Raymond Long, Sr.

Elizabeth, called Libby, was employed by Mohonk Mountain House in New Paltz as secretary until her 
retirement. Libby, through a quiet grace, made sure her family was always taken care of despite health, 
disability, or other hardships. Libby was soft spoken yet straightforward and full of compassion. She loved 
to sew and other handy-work, as well as gardening. Libby loved and was devoted to her children and 
grandchildren and was loved and adored by them. 

She is survived by one daughter: Linda Long of Glasco, NY; her grandchildren, Melissa (Wayne) L. Jousma of Walla Walla, 
WA; Elizabeth (Ian) Hayes of Englewood, FL; Cheryl Long of Stone Ridge, NY; Thomas Long of Port Ewen, NY; and Michael 
Long of Port Ewen, NY.  Besides her husband, she was predeceased by her son, Raymond Long, Jr.

Funeral service and interment will be privately held.

Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.  Online condolences may be left for the family 
of Elizabeth by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 0 Sommerstown 
Rd New Castle LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/19/18. Offi  ce Loca-
tion 536 Main Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Accord With Na-
ture LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/12/2014. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 382 Queens
Hwy., Accord, NY 
12404. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
465 PLUTARCH RD 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary of 

State of New York 
(SSNY) on 01/16/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: 412 BEDFORD 
AVE SUITE 4 BROOK-
LYN, NY 11249.Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ROGEN, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/15/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 30 Tillson Ave., 
Highland, NY
12528. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of GENRE, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/10/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 30 Tillson Ave., 

Highland, NY
12528. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC, 
a limited liability 
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-
ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on January 31, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC, 
4 Washington Av-
enue, Highland, New 
York 12528. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
LACASAPARK LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 01/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-

cess to: LACASAPARK 
511 S. Mountain Rd 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Handy HouseKeith 
LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on: January 3, 2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: 
Handy HouseKeith 
LLC, 3 Hudson Bluff  
Drive, Marlboro, NY, 
12542. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date

LEGAL NOTICE
INSIGHTS & ADVAN-
TAGE , LLC Articles of 
Org. fi led NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 1/14/2019 
as: INSIGHT GPS LLC. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to 
137 Martin Sweedish 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
Ridge-Lake Consul-
tants LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on January 
18,2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Ridge-Lake 
Consultants LLC 124 
Main Street Unit 270, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of Naomi Grace 
Events, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on January 28, 2019.  
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
Naomi Grace Events, 
LLC PO Box #366 
Marlboro, NY 12542 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
PROJECT M LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/22/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 
1244 Creek Locks 
Rd, Bloomington, NY 
12411. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.   

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of BODYMIND MAS-
SAGE THERAPY LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led with
the Sect'y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
1/16/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 3 N. Ohioville 
Rd., New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Goodstock Realty 
Company, LLC. Arts. 

of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/31/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt. 17F, NY, 
NY 10023. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: JNC Asset 
Management LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
fi led in the Depart-
ment of State of New 
York on February 6, 
2019. Offi  ce Location: 
Ulster County. Prin-
cipal Business Loca-
tion: Ulster County, 
New York. Purpose:  
Any and all lawful 
business activities
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to JNC Asset Manage-
ment LLC– 6 Ohio 
Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401

LEGAL NOTICE
CI HUSSAIN, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on 02/07/19. 
Offi  ce:
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 
c/o Clare Hussain,
24 Autumn Knoll, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Clas-
sic Property Mainte-
nance, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
2/11/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
ail a copy of process 
to: Classic Property 
Maintenance, LLC, 4 
Imperato Court, Clin-
tondale, NY 12515. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

Freedom
toRELAX

12 month no interest  
financing on all Hot Springs Spas.

1606 Ulster Avenue,
Lake Katrine 

(Next to Adams) 
Family owned and operated for over 30 years

336-8080
www.aquajetpools.com

Fantasy Spa models$3,19500
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se be prepared to complim
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 even if i
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e current system 

und the facts facing the oppressive 

dget. C
ecilia

 promises to call on you by 

nd expects all in
vitees to verbally pat her 

ck for a “jo
b well d

one,” th
ereby success-

iding the pesky questions that address real 

oncerning taxpayers. Cecilia
 has no intention 

anging this corrupt system, refuses to answer 

tions that address real issues because she doesn’t 

e about citiz
en’s legitim

ate concerns. If she makes 

he mistake of callin
g on someone with a burning 

question, Cecilia
 promises that she will s

mile, nod 

her head, stare blankly indicating minimal compre-

hension, refuse any intellig
ent answer, a

nd quickly 

move to the next slobbering admirer who will e
xpress 

adoration for her good work.

Fiscal conservatives are urged to stay at home 

because it a
ngers Cecilia

 when people demonstrate 

knowledge of th
e politic

al process beyond her com-

prehension, puttin
g her on the spot, p

ushing for an-

swers to legitim
ate public concerns. Those freedom-

loving patriots simply refuse to go along with the 

ocialist agenda because they are wise to the corrupt 

of government th
at rewards people for doing 

hile collecting taxes from those who work. 
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sist on subsidies from 
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pulous government, th
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Cecilia
’s fans can rest assured that, b

y her o

admission, any legislation that w
ill r

educe upstate 

property tax will b
e completely ignored as she and 

the rest on her kangaroo court will c
ontinue to “kick 

the can down the road” as she herself so eloquently 

describes, and never address the real issues. W
hy 

should she? She would rather have her ego stroked at 

her town hall events, and make sure she only invites 
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ccomplish that fo

cused task. It’s 
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Hope to see you there! 
Donna Greco

Saugerties 

Bridge updated 

As one of th
e three county legislators who represent 

Saugerties, I have been in close communication with 

my tw
o fellow legislators, D

ean Fabiano, D
istrict 

3, and Mary Wawro, D
istrict 1, regarding the sta-

req
regardin

Creek. No fal

into the creek dow
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n process may a

construction process. And du

of th
e demolitio

n process, a temp

of access traffic
 cannot be established.

Currently, a late resolution is being dra

the Ulster County Legislature to vote on the appro

of th
e requisite funding and processes needed to 
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e bridge, and the demolitio

n project 
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to be completed by late November (at th
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 response, M
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udlow has
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ook into placing up two o

in these areas. Residents and c

on any concerns to the three o

we will f
orward them to the c
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If they say print is dead...
They forgot to tell us.

Our newspaper readership 

CONTINUES  TO  GROW 
Grow Your business  with us!
Call 845.334.8200 for more information


