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‘I have nothing personal against 
Bill Murphy [mayor William Murphy],” 
said village trustee Donald Hackett. 
“This is just business,” 

Hackett’s issues with the mayor, he 
said, have to do with the way the village is being 
run. Hackett favors greater integration of the town 
and village, removal of weeds on the Esopus to help 
promote tourism, and regular safety inspections of 
apartment buildings

While he is not committed to complete town-
village consolidation, Hackett said he believes the 
issue should be studied. “If we could save 75 percent 
through consolidation, we should do it. If we could 
save 15 or 20 percent, we would have to look at it 
more closely,” he said.

Hackett cited the consolidation of the town and 
village police forces as a good example of what can 
be accomplished. “People want a thorough study of 
the village and the town, to go through the budgets 
and compare costs,” Hackett said. Eight years after 
consolidation, the cost of the combined police force 
is still only slightly more than the cost of maintaining 
separate departments, Hackett said. The service is 
at least as good as it was with separate departments, 
he asserted.

“When I first got involved in politics, I was look-
ing for ways to consolidate with the town,” Hackett 
said. He cited the late former mayor Robert Yerick’s 
support for consolidation of the village and town 
police forces. Yerick had supported continuing the 
consolidation of town 

Making a race of it
Donald Hackett will oppose Bill Murphy for village mayor 
in the March election

Donald Hackett.

A new 
option for 
dentistry
Open Door Family 
Medical Center brings 
affordable oral care 
to town

O pen Door Family Med-
ical Center, a federally-
qualified health center 
serving Westchester and 
Putnam counties, recent-

ly obtained the approvals necessary to 
open up their first Ulster County-based 
location, at 16 West Bridge St.

Although the other Open Door 
Centers throughout the state perform a 
number of health services ranging from 
podiatry to optometry, mental and be-
havioral health to pediatric care, the 
Saugerties location will focus for now 
solely on administering accessible and 
affordable dental work.

“It’s a brand-new, beautiful office. 
What differentiates us, we’re not a clinic, 
we’re a community health center. In ad-
dition to accepting a lot of insurance that 
private providers don’t, we also have a 
sliding fee for patients based on their in-
come. Our 

christina coulter
Dr. Sarah Reis treats a patient. 
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POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

Chargois admits gun charge
A Saugerties High student who was found in pos-
session of firearms after police were tipped off by 
social-media posts which referred to the Columbine 
killers will serve two years in prison and five years 
of post-release supervision. Ulster County court 
judge Don Williams pronounced sentence on Con-
nor Chargois, 18, last Friday. Chargois was arrested 
a year ago after an investigation into his Instagram 
posts which expressed envy for Columbine school 
shooters Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold.

During the investigation, police searched a ware-
house owned by Conner’s father, Bruce. Seized were 
several weapons, including an Uzi submachine gun 

C. Sarah Dressman
It is with the deepest sadness that we formally announce the death 
of Mrs. C. Sarah Dressman, 87, of Woodstock. She died from com-
plications of cardiovascular surgery at Vassar Hospital in Pough-
keepsie on Tuesday, January 8th at 6:30 in the evening. She is sur-
vived by her husband of 60 years Howard Dressman, her daughter 
Molly R. Dressman and her granddaughter Sophie Dressman-Keel.
Cherie Sarah Deslandes was born on June 10, 1931 during an un-
likely snow storm in Waterbury, Connecticut. She was the only child 
of Albert Deslandes and Dorothy Mary LaRocque. Many know Sa-
rah from the decades she served as a public health nurse in Ulster 
County and the greater Hudson Valley. Her lifelong career in nurs-
ing began as a teenager in the late 1940s. Sarah graduated with a BS 
in Nursing from NYU in 1957 and received her MSN to a be a Nurse 
Practitioner from SUNY Binghamton in the late-seventies. Sarah 

was especially passionate about providing educational, compassionate and comprehensive health care 
to mothers, babies and children.
While at NYU, in a world history class Sarah met her life partner Howie. She whispered in his ear, “I’m 
the girl for you, Howie” and they married on October 23, 1958. The following year, Howie got a job 
with the international mutual funds company IOS and together the couple went on to travel the world, 
until settling in Woodstock in 1971. Sarah gave birth to her son Morris Dressman in Tehran, Iran on 
October 3, 1960 and her daughter Molly R. Dressman in Tokyo, Japan on December 20, 1961. In the 
spring of 1980, the Dressman family suffered a terrible tragedy when Morris died in a car accident.
Sarah possessed incredible intellectual and spiritual curiosity, diligence, compassion, generosity and 
good humor. She was a voracious reader, accomplished cook, collector of seashells, lover of plants and 
animals and so much more. Sarah’s smile gleamed right into her last days. She cherished and nurtured 
everything and everyone around her. She loved life. She will be profoundly missed forevermore.
The public is invited to gather in loving memory of Mrs. Sarah Dressman on Saturday, February 16, 
2019 for a noon service at Lasher’s Funeral home in Woodstock, NY.

Seamon-Wilsey
Funeral Home, Inc.

A family tradition...
a century of service.

Your pre-arrangement & at-need professionals
In Saugerties

Jack M. Wilsey, H. Mark Wilsey and  

Eric Wilsey, Licensed Funeral Directors

246-5111 
www.Seamonwilseyfuneralhome.com
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Michael E. Catalinotto • Michael E. Catalinotto, Jr.

Adam T. Mandell

Representing Victims of Accidental Injury or
Death in the Saugerties Community for Over 50 years

CALL TODAY 246-3668
3154 Route 9W, Saugerties NY 12477 • www.maynardinjurylaw.com

Maynard, O’Connor, Smith & Catalinotto, LLP

and an AR-15 assault rifle. Police found Connor 
Chargois had manufactured the guns in the base-
ment of the family house. A search of the Chargois 
home found various gun components, ammunition 
and two silencers, police said.

According to the district attorney’s office, “Char-
gois stood before a packed courthouse of supporters 
and apologized to his family, the Saugerties com-
munity, Saugerties High School, Saugerties Police 
Department and the court for what he called his 
selfishness.  He expressed his desire to accept full re-
sponsibility for his actions and to move forward and 
ultimately pursue his dream of attending college.”

The case was prosecuted by chief assistant dis-
trict attorney Michael Kavanagh. The defendant was 
represented by Kingston attorney Cappy Weiner.

Don’t dump here
Charles J. Shannon, 39, of Saugerties’ Wenton Motel 
was arrested by town police on Feb. 5 and charged 
with the misdemeanors of trespass and illegal 
dumping after allegedly entering the KC and Sons 
property on Route 9W and dumping garbage there 
two days prior. He will appear before the town court 
later this month to answer to his charges.

– Christina Coulter
 

Felony charge for purse theft
A Saugerties man was charged a felony after, town 
police said, he stole a pocketbook containing a size-
able sum of money from a car parked at the IXL 
gym on Feb. 9. After he was apprehended, 29-year-
old Donley G. Monroe II was charged with fourth-
degree grand larceny, a felony, and the misdemeanor 
of petit larceny. He was released pending a future 
court appearance.

– Christina Coulter

DWI alleged
Christopher Teitter of Saugerties, 31, was charged 
with a misdemeanor drunken driving on Feb. 8 after, 
according to state police, he was stopped for a traffic 
violation on Route 23 in the Town of Saugerties. He 
was released pending a future court appearance.

– Christina Coulter

Police: Man drove while drunk
Steven M. Bartells of Saugerties, 47, was charged, 
town police said, with misdemeanor drunken driv-
ing on the evening of Feb. 9 after officers saw him 
turn left onto Washington Avenue without using his 
turn signal and pulled him over for a traffic stop. He 
was also ticketed for a traffic violation and released 
to a third party pending a future court appearance.

– Christina Coulter
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Donald Hackett
continued from page 1

and village services, but Hackett said that integra-
tion has since come to a halt.

Hackett said his fellow trustees, though intel-
ligent people, were often too ready to simply follow 
Murphy’s lead. There should be more give and take 
on the board, he said.

Among the specific issues Hackett touched on 
were tourism, a village-town committee to study 
consolidation, a possible separate authority to man-
age water resources, and weed removal on the Eso-
pus. Hackett noted that other areas with attractive 
waterways drew large numbers of tourists, and if 
weed-free the Esopus Creek could do the same for 
Saugerties. He met a man at a conference who of-
fered to demonstrate his weed puller this spring or 
summer. Since the $75,000 machine pulls weeds 
up from the roots rather than cutting them off , the 
weeds would not grow back.

If elected, Hackett said he would work more 
closely with town officials, he said. In particular he 
would speak frequently with town supervisor Fred 
Costello.

Hackett proposed a committee that would in-
clude officials from both town and village. Its tasks 
could involve nature preservation near the creek. 
Iterested citizens could study consolidation and rec-
ommend shared services. 

Water, he said, was a particularly thorny issue. 
Rather than cede complete control to the town, the 
village’s water department be set up as a separate 
authority.

Hackett wants to see every multi-family build-
ing in Saugerties inspected at least once every two 
years to address such safety concerns as unblocked 
ingress and egress, electrical systems, fire alarms and 
sprinklers, carbon dioxide detectors and structural 
soundness. Building inspector Eyal Saad would not 
be able to do this massive job on his own, Hackett 
acknowledged. The village would need to hire extra 
help, paid for through an inspection fee charged to 
building owners. 

“We had a tragedy, and we need to stop tragedies,” 
he said, referring to a fire fatality in a building on 
Russell Street in April. Hackett sees a $250-per-
inspection for a building he owns in Kingston as a 
worthwhile expense to be sure his property and his 
tenants are safe, he said. Saugerties could adopt a 
similar fee to pay for inspections that would help 
ensure the safety of buildings in the village.

Hackett has served on the village board for nine 
years. He is a member of the American Legion, the 
Elks Lodge, and serves on the board of Ulster County 
Community Action, an organization that supports 
such community services as Head Start, weather-
ization and other help for lower-income residents. 

The village and town need to be more active in 
seeking grants to pay for necessary and desirable 
projects, Hackett said. He praised Alex Wade, the vil-
lage’s grantswriter, and Vernon Benjamin, who does 
a similar job for the town. Working together, they 
could help pay for many of the community’s needs.

Hackett is running for mayor on the Unity Party 
Line. The incumbents plus Stephen Joseph Beckert 
are running on the New Vision line.

Hackett is a lifelong Saugerties resident, and a 
graduate of Saugerties High School. He earned an 
associate degree in applied science, with a specialty 
in environmental science at Ulster County Com-
munity College. He has worked with an engineering 
firm that specialized in air quality, and then in the 
water and wastewater department of Rhinebeck.

 – David Gordon
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Weighing 
in
Dem convention set to choose 
county exec candidate for 
special election
By Jesse J. Smith

U lster County Democrats will 
convene in Kingston next week to en-
dorse a candidate for county executive 
and dozens of other local offices. The 
convention is scheduled for Wednes-

day, February 20 at 6 p.m. at the Best Western on 
Washington Avenue.

The most closely watched ballot will be the three 
way contest for county executive. Due to Ulster 
County Executive Mike Hein’s resignation to take 
a job in the Cuomo administration and a quirk in 
the county charter, the Ulster County Democratic 
Committee — rather than a primary election — will 
determine who will compete to fill the final months 
of Hein’s term. With as yet no Republican candidate 
in the race, Democratic Party officials could next 
week effectively appoint the next county executive.

Former Woodstock town supervisor Jeff Moran, 
security tech entrepreneur and former 19th Congres-
sional District candidate Pat Ryan and Kingston 
businesswoman and former state Senate candidate 
Pat Strong are all seeking the nomination. Deputy 
county executive Marc Rider was also running, but 
ended his campaign Monday and endorsed Ryan. 
No Republican candidate has yet come forward; the 
GOP has its gathering set for Feb. 23.

Democratic and Republican county committee 

leaders have called on Cuomo to cancel the special 
election calling it both a waste of about $375,000 in 
election costs and undemocratic, since party officials 
and not rank-and-file party members will select the 
candidate. If Cuomo heeds the request, the election 
could proceed to a June 25 primary, should opposing 
candidates gather the requisite petition signatures 
and a November general election. Otherwise, the 
special election will take place within 90 days of 
February 11.

About 300 Democratic committee members rep-
resenting local committees from Ulster County’s 20 
towns are expected to cast ballots at the convention. 
Nominees will receive the party’s stamp of approval, 
and the organizing muscle that goes with it, but may 
still be challenged for the party line in a primary. 

Along with the County Executive, the commit-
tee is expected to support Kingston lawyers  Bryan 
Rounds for County Court Judge and Dave Clegg for 
District Attorney. The convention will also desig-
nate candidates for the county legislature and town 
elected offices, though those chosen may still be chal-
lenged in primaries by candidates gathering petitions 
. Ulster County Democratic Committee Chair Frank 
Cardinale sounded confident that county Demo-
crats would continue the momentum of the 2018 
campaign season.

“The town committees and the [Democratic ac-
tivist] Indivisible groups are already out there orga-
nizing,” said Cardinale. “There’s a lot of enthusiasm 
this year.” ●

Real.  Local.  News. 
Ulster Publishing

hudsonvalleyone.com

Find a job
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Showdown on 
Teetsel Street
The Saugerties village board scheduled 

two public hearings prior to its next meeting next 
Tuesday, February 19. One will propose a new sched-
uled for tax exemptions for seniors. The other will 
discuss a proposed zoning change on Teetesel Street.
The board meeting will open ten minutes early 
(5:20 p.m.) for the two hearings. The new table of 
tax exemptions for low-income seniors is designed 
to bring the village’s table into line with the town’s. 
The proposed zoning change on Teetsel Street to 
allow for twelve townhouse units. Current zoning 
allows for single-family and two-family homes, but 
not for attached townhouses.

The village planning board, after reviewing the 
proposal for the zoning change by Richard Rothe of 
Chestnut Hill Holding Group, pointed out a number 
of troubling items in the proposal. Rothe’s change 
of zoning on his property from B-2 (business) to 
R-2 would still necessitate a special-use permit for 
him to build townhouses in the zone, which allows 
only for single-family and two-family houses. When 
the planning board  approved a subdivision of the 
2.5-acre property into six lots in 2006, it specified 
that only single-family homes could be built on it.

The approved plan shows the location of six sin-
gle-family houses only. The applicant has not sub-
mitted a plan showing the layout of the proposed 
buildings. Nor has he presented a landscaping plan 
for the property. These plans would be necessary 
for approval. 

The planning board believes that the project may 
be inconsistent with the objectives of the B-2 and 
R-2 zones, as well as the R-1 zone, which the prop-
erty abuts.

Prior to learning that a public hearing was re-
quired, the village board voted to deny Rothe’s ap-
plication for the zone change. The zoning law does 
allow for an unofficial poll of the board, Trustee Jeff 
Helmuth said, “so we can consider that a straw poll.”

If Rothe had not indicated that he intended to 
go forward with the project, the hearing would have 
been cancelled. Village clerk Lisa Mayone said last 
week that Rothe had written to the board stating 
that he intends to go forward with his project. He 
provided additional details.

The tax exemption table calls for a reduction of 50 
percent in the assessed value of property subject to 
tax for elderly or disabled residents or veterans with 
an annual income of $29,000 or less. The reduction 
is reduced by five percent for each $1000 increase 
in income. At incomes of more than $36,500 but 
less than $37,400, the reduction is per cent of the 
assessed value of the property. Families earning more 
than $36,500 would pay taxes on the full assessed 
value. 

Just chicken, no ribs
The Saugerties Fire Department will be holding 
its annual barbecue on February 27, trustee Brian 
Martin said. Tickets are $12, and can be purchased 
from any member of the fire department. This year, 
the barbecue will offer “just chicken, no ribs,” Martin 
said.

Election inspectors named
The village board voted to appoint Marilyn Daley, 
Lee Quirk, Arlene Discordia and Suzanne LeB-
lanc as election inspectors for the village election 
on March 19. Polls will be open from noon to 9 
p.m. Up for election for two-year terms are may-
or Bill Murphy, and trustees Jeannine Mayer, Jeff 
Helmuth and Brian Martin. Trustee Jeff Helmuth 
asked whether the voting machines would be avail-
able for this election, given other contests this year. 
As the village election is in March, and not related 
to other elections, the machines will be available, 
Murphy replied. ●
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No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

The Center of Research, Regional 
Outreach and Education of SUNY 
New Paltz estimates that art tour-
ists bring $23.5 million a year and 
support 372 jobs in Ulster. With the 

Saugerties arts scene promulgating exponentially, 
the Saugerties Town Board took a measure to help 
out local artists last week, passing a motion at its 
Feb. 6 meeting to create a formal arts commission 
for the town.

Supervisor Fred Costello Jr. said that the members 
of the commission, who will be formally named “in 
a month or so,” will help organize all of that creative 
energy.

“[The ramping art presence in Saugerties is] the 
accumulation of a lot of things,” said Costello. “The 
artists’ studio tour has been a good platform for art-
ists to show off what they do and get recognition. 
The recent influx of galleries also adds to that and 
individual artists have gotten some great recogni-
tion. I think it’s an accumulation of a lot of different 
things that created many successes. The chamber of 
commerce having a recurring public arts display is 
definitely a part of that.”

Costello said the commission will give local art-
ists more opportunities to get grants, as well as the 
ability to codify all of Saugerties’ artistic resources 
into one database.

Barbara Bravo has spearheaded Saugerties’ Art-
ists’ Studio Tour for 15 years and led a three-month 
long exploratory committee to come up with the role 
of a potential commission. She used a Pablo Picasso 
quote at last week’s town board meeting: “Art washes 
away from the soul the dust of everyday life.” She was 
quick to mention that the commission will not just 
cater to visual artists, but to musicians, media art-
ists, writers and decorators — essentially, anything 
right-brained and observable.

“It was felt that it was time to kind of bring ev-
erything under one umbrella, so that we would know 
exactly what is going on, when its happening, who 
the players are — our cultural assets,” said Bravo. 
“It’s also about outreach, marketing, letting other 
communities know what we’re doing here. It’s a big 
part of bringing in people from outside to enjoy the 
things that we have.”

Other members of the exploratory committee, 
who modeled much of the body of the commission’s 
bylaws off those of Poughkeepsie, also included Anna 
Landewe, Opus 40 owner and creator Tad Richards, 
Shout Out Saugerties champion Suzanne Bennett 
and Robert Langdon of the Emerge Gallery on Main 
Street.

“I just feel like art in Saugerties is under rec-
ognized and hopefully this commission will give it 
the priority and recognition it deserves. It will be a 
platform to enhance the arts and economic activ-
ity,” said Langdon. “I think that Saugerties is a really 
developing art community. I think that there is a lot 
of creative talent in Saugerties itself, and having a 
commission would be a wonderful opportunity to 
welcome the arts into town and collectively really 
try to make art accessible to the people. “

The bylaws set by the town board give the soon-
to-be-assembled body the power to, among other 
things: expand community awareness of local talent; 
increase local participation in art; connect artists to 
each other, resources and venues; encourage employ-
ment in creative fields locally; and advise the town 
board on all art-related matters. How exactly this will 
work in practice no one is sure, but the town board 
is currently seeking local artists to help.

Those interested in joining the committee can 
submit resumes to the town board; once meetings 
commence, they will be open to the public.

In other business
The Saugerties Town Board formally threw out 37 
florescent lightbulbs to be replaced and reclaimed 
as scrap. The board also resolved to apply for grant 
money for a gazebo at the George Terpening Wa-

Board creates 
art commission
Hope is panel will maximize local opportunities for grants, 
tourism

terfront Park in Malden. It also facilitated various 
New York Rising projects and set a formal policy for 
shade-creation in town-owned parks. 

Permitted by a series of motions adopted by the 
board, the town will create a culverts and drainage 
system to manage storm water, paid for with money 
awarded by the governor’s office. Town Highway Su-
perintendent Doug Myer said repairs on Osnas Lane 
will eliminate flooding that sometimes occurs there 
in heavy rain storms, while aged draining systems 

will be replaced on Carelis Road.
The Parks and Recreations Department pur-

chased a 2019 four-wheel-drive sport utility vehicle 
for $25,197.50 from Sawyer Motors to replace a truck 
that Town Parks and Buildings Superintendent Greg 
Chorvas said was “no longer operational.” The town 
also purchased from Sawyer Motors a 550 Series 
standard cab and chassis with a “heavy duty dump 
box” for $52.730. A new part-time dispatcher, Devin 
A. Boice, was hired by the police department.

The board set a formal description of the coordi-
nator’s role for the Climate Smart Community Task 
Force. The coordinator will prepare meeting agen-
das, identify and help complete plans, coordinate 
the work of the task force members, collect and post 
documentation on the CSC website and manage the 
group’s online presence.

The board introduced a policy that would require 
all town structures to offer some form of shade, par-
ticularly in its eight parks. Existing shady spots, like 
gazebos and trees, will be assessed for their suitability.

– Christina Coulter

Sunday, March 10th, 2019 —12:50 p.m. (sharp!)

Irish Cultural Center Hudson Valley presents the 31ST ANNUAL
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Open Door oral care
continued from page 1

fees are on a range depending on what percentage 
of the federal poverty level your family is at.” said Dr. 
Janet Bozzone, Open Door’s director of dentistry. 
“Care is not denied based on ability to pay — we’ll 
worry about the finances later.”

Bozzone said Open Door takes a holistic approach 
and embraces full-service health practices. “Usually 
what happens, you get an antibiotic and some pain 
medicine and no definitive treatment,” Bozzone said. 
“Oftentimes, we can provide care in a manner that 
is better suited to a patient’s needs. We believe that 
oral health is essential to overall wellness, but a lot 
of people kind of think that the head is disconnected 
from the body. They may have health insurance, but 
not dental.”

Bozzone stressed the importance of dental health 
as a part of overall health. “We’re really focused on 
prevention, here. Most dental diseases are 99 per-
cent preventable. If you start children on this kind 
of care when they’re very young, and really focus on 
prevention, guidance, and counseling with parents, 
it can be very important. We think everyone deserves 
good oral health care and quality dentistry.”

Bozzone said the Saugerties location will be oper-
ating on a part-time basis as they focus on ramping 
up their staff and moving towards full-time avail-
ability. As of now, the branch is being run by a single 
dentist and two staff members, but despite their 
small footprint, Open Door Dental is predicting big 
returns for 
the commu-
nity. Having 
opened their 
doors, quite 
literally, this 
past  Jan. 
21, in-house 
dentist Dr. 
Sarah Reiss 
said that the 
center is al-
ready seeing 
an impact. 
“It’s picked 
up — the last 
couple of times we’ve been open, we’ve had quite a 
few patients,” said Reiss. “The sliding fee scale for our 
dental work ranges from $35 to $95 [for uninsured 
patients] — it’s extremely affordable.”

Reiss is currently the only dentist with the or-

photo provided
Janet Bozzone.

‘We believe that oral health is 
essential to overall wellness, but 
a lot of people kind of think that 

the head is disconnected from the 
body.’ — Dr. Janet Bozzone, Open 

Door’s director of dentistry

ganization, manning the entire operation with one 
dental assistant and one receptionist each work day.

Filling a cavity
Mimi O’Gara, director of communications for Open 
Door, said the decision to open in Saugerties was 

part of their 
mission to 
expand the 
project of 
a ff o r d a b l e 
dental care 
to an under-
served area 
of the state. 
“We’re really 
excited to be 
coming up 
to this cor-
ner of Ulster 
County,” said 
O’Gara. “The 

statistic is that there’s only 61 dental providers for 
every 100,000 people. Our mission is treating all 
people, regardless of their ability to pay. It’s really 
great to be able to reach the people with the greatest 
need and the least access.”

Open Door Dental is currently open on Mon-
days and Thursdays, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Their 
offices can be reached by calling 845-ODFMC-4U 
(845-633-6248). For further information, visit their 
website at www.opendoormedical.org.

– Christina Coulter

Saint John’s Announces Bold Outreach Program for Local Communities

Father George Hommel and Jennie Konior, Pres-
ident of the Saint John’s and Saint Augustine’s 
Parish Council, shared an exciting Outreach Pro-

gram for local Communities with parishioners this past 
weekend.  Father Hommel also extended an “Open In-
vitation to “Be Part of Something Special” in a letter 
to the surrounding communities published in various 
newspapers last weekend.

Saint John’s and Saint Augustine’s has always seen its 
mission/vision to serve the people of the community.  
It has done this by providing, not only places for spir-
itual fulfillment, but also various programs to help the 
broader communities, such as serving food in the Daily 
Bread Soup Kitchen or helping staff or stock the Good 
Neighbor Food Pantry.  Father Hommel explained that 
he wanted to do more.  “I saw an opportunity to help 
young families provide wholesome fun activities for 
their children that would go beyond spiritual fulfill-
ment and could be extended to the broader commu-
nity for people of any denomination.  With our main 
campus being in Woodstock, I further realized that 
people’s love of Music, a universal language, could 
bring people together in a very positive way.   It was 
with these goals in mind that we are expanding our 
Community Outreach Program.”

Saint John’s renovated its Sanctuary that has created a beautiful acoustic space and has initiated a 
Concert Series.   

Their first Concert is scheduled for Sunday, February 24th at 3 PM and is advertised elsewhere in this 
publication.  Local artists are welcomed to perform in this beautiful venue.  For more information on 
how to schedule a performance, contact Bob Biamonte via email at biamonte@mac.com.

Additionally, in the near future Saint John’s will be 
hosting Family Movie Nights, again with the aim of 
providing families and individuals a wholesome fun ac-
tivity at a reasonable cost.  Stay tuned for an announce-
ment soon.

While other activities are in the planning stages, per-
haps the most aggressive plan is to offer the community 
a Summer Day Program for young children and teens.  
The goal is to provide various programs throughout the 
summer.  Some programs being considered are cooking 
classes, exploring the bible for young children, a golf 
clinic, music classes, arts and crafts, wiffle ball games, 

and more.  If you have a skill or hobby that you want to share with the community and want to pro-
pose a program for this initiative please contact Jennie Konior via email at konior.jennie@yahoo.com.

“These are exciting times for our parish,” Father Hommel summarized.  He added, “Our goal is 
to serve our community better than ever.  We hope many people will take advantage of what we 
will be providing and want to ‘Be Part of Something Special.’ ”
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Serving the Community for over 55 years

Cleaning and Storage
Wedding Gown Heirlooming

PICK-UP AND DELIVERY
AVAILABLE IN SAUGERTIES

OPEN Monday, Tuesday & Friday 7:30 am - 6:30 pm

 845-246-8990 

We
Clean
UGGS

OPEN Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 7:30 am - 6:30 pm

\3
WHY PRINT?

Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Deadline to participate is 
February 15, 2019!

Call for Artists & Sponsors!

For more information and 
applications go to DiscoverSaugerties.com

(Only 35 boats this year!)

Tax and payroll services available through Ulster Financial Group, Inc., a subsidiary of Ulster Savings Bank, are NOT FDIC INSURED.

Convenient Location at Ulster Savings Bank / Kingston180 Schwenk Drive
845-339-5744 / UlsterSavings.com

New forms, 
new regulations, 
new outcomes!

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
• Personal Tax Returns
• Small Business Tax Returns 
• Payroll
• Bookkeeping

We are up-to-date with all the 
latest tax laws.

Are You Ready for the New Tax Changes?

T he modern Greeks use the word 
“meraki” to describe a total surrender 
of one’s passion and soul to a calling. 
It’s a word sadly lexically lacking from 
the English language, but Vanessa Har-

rison chose the name “Meraki Boutik” as the label 
for her new Main Street shop.

Adorned in fairy lights, Pinterest-worthy center-
pieces, markedly intentional table displays of pieces 
that could be grouped into complete outfits and racks 
upon racks of designer clothing against a backdrop 
of exposed brick, Harrison has curated not just her 
wares, but the space itself. In one corner, huge box 
lights sit before a staging area for Harrison to take 
photos for her online Poshmark store, Meratik_Bou-
tik. Her fitting rooms are separated by tall, power-
washed 20th century doors, sourced from a garage 
sale in Hudson after a long search.

“I want people to come in here and feel like 
they’re going to spend time with their girlfriend, 
or at a friend’s house. I want them to be comfort-
able,” said Harrison. “I never want people to feel like 
they’re not welcome, even though [I carry] high-end 
designer stuff ... I want people to come here, not 
just for the clothes, but to talk and have someone 
to be comfortable with. I think that’s what makes 
it different — a lot of high-end stores have high-
end employees who can be snotty and not want to, 
whatever. I’m very supportive of women and want 
to help them feel good about themselves.”

Some more visual details: Chanel Converse 
sneakers placed carefully beside round-toed red 
patent leather five-inch heels; a striking violet Free 
People fringed dress; an impressive collection of 
folded designer jeans; a gray mink scarf draped over 
a mannequin beside a pile of faded one-of-a-kind T-
shirts, the meanings of which have been lost in the 
sands of time; a table bedecked with many kinds of 
dazzling jewelry; and an impossible pair of size 11 
purple suede Mary Janes. In the window, Harrison 
displays a size-6 coveted vintage Massoni Jacket, 
wool with ribbed sleeved and a high collar — priced 
at $549, Harrison said that it is currently the most 
expensive thing available in the store.

Harrison has 23 years total in the fashion indus-
try and boomeranged back to owning a boutique af-
ter 12 years of working in retail. After owning Pique 
in Rhinebeck, she worked at other boutiques and in 
corporate stores like Vince Camuto from New York 
to Lake Norman, N.C. She said she’s happy to be her 
own boss once again.

“You move to one [store] and think it will be dif-
ferent; the clothes and the people are different, but 
it’s always selling, selling, selling,” said Harrison. “I 
don’t want this place to be like every other store you 
go into where someone jumps out and goes, ‘Hi, what 
can I do for you today?’ I [also] don’t want the store 
to be how a lot of people think when they think of 
consignment — stuff jammed on racks, smelly, you 
can’t show. I want it to be clean, so you can look at 
everything.”

Cleanliness has been achieved at Meraki Boutik, 
with an impressive amount of merchandise, most 
from recognizable brands like Theory, Zara, Citizens 
for Humanity, Seven for All Mankind and Eileen 
Fisher. Harrison said that most of her collection 
comes from her own home — along with creativity 
in fashion, she said retail therapy has been her go-to 
method to handle stressors; her style icons include 
Jennifer Aniston and Sarah Jessica Parker, and she 
said that the most important element of style to her 
is comfort.

“No matter what it looks like, it has to be comfort-
able,” she mused. “You could wear an outfit that looks 
really good and be yanking and pulling it up, or be in 
heels that hurt, but when you put on a shirt or a pair 
of pants for the first time you know if they’re com-
fortable right away. I can tell from your face when I 
watch you try it on. You can’t just feel comfortable, 
you have to look at yourself and be comfortable in 
your own skin. Even if you look amazing, you have 
to feel the same way. I would never force someone 

‘You have to be 
comfortable’
Meraki Boutik brings a passion for fashion to Main Street

christina coulter
Vanessa Harrison in her “boutik.”

to buy something just to make a sale — they’ll never 
wear it.”

[DROP CAP] Conversely, as a boutique owner 
(a profession that also often doubles as a therapist, 
a friend or a coach), Harrison aims to take those 
who seek her style advice just a little bit out of their 
comfort zone.

“I have learned, something that I really believe 
— I’ve had a lot of people ask me ‘what is the age 
bracket for this.’ I don’t believe in fashion rules, I 
don’t believe there is an age cut-off for dressing a cer-
tain way. I’ve changed so many people’s lives based 
on what they wear — I’ve learned that fashion isn’t 
just about clothes, it’s about how the clothes make 
you feel when you’re wearing them. There are no 
rules and, like I said, age limit. You have to be true 
to yourself.”

Harrison said customers who mention this article 
in the Saugerties Times will get a 20 percent discount 
at her store; currently, her hours are Wednesday 
through Saturday, from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. You can 
contact Harrison or schedule an appointment on 
the Meraki Boutik Facebook page or at (845) 247-
7642. Check out her Poshmark store at https://bit.
ly/2NbxABz

– Christina Coulter
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ALWAYS READY SHINE
AUTOMOTIVE RESTORATION AND DETAIL CO.

$35.00 –  Wash & Wax Buff Finish
$25.00 –  Interior Detailing (precision attention to detail)

Schedule an appt. today!
Serving Ulster and Dutchess Counties

Contact:  Julio Jackson, Automotive Paint Tech, (845) 397-7134

SHOW YOUR CAR 
SOME LOVE!

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Everything 
Ulster Publishing 
 now in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com

The Saugerties High School 
French Club will hold its 25th annual 
flea market on Saturday, February 
23. The event will raise money for 
the club’s activities and field trips. 

But the flea market isn’t just about raising money. 
It will help students tap into the French language 
and culture in their own back yard. 

Carolyn Muñoz, a Spanish teacher at Saugerties 
High, is faculty adviser to the French Club. She fa-
cilitates weekly meetings and coordinates with the 
club’s officers on agendas. Members of the group 
organize the events and help put plans into action. 

“All of the French Club members are a great group 

Communicating French 
Annual Saugerties flea market is scheduled for February 23

of students with whom to work,” said Muñoz. “French 
Club is used as an extension of the language-learning 
experience for the students. Students are able to ex-
perience the French culture and language through 
crafts, foods, and excursions/field trips. These ex-
periences help students appreciate the value of the 
French language and culture that they are learning 
in the classroom and expand on it in their own lives.”

Juliette Zicot, a 17-year old senior, found her way 
to French four years ago by wanting to connect with 
distant relatives. “I was drawn to the language be-
cause I have family in Belgium that I’ve never met, 
but they reached out to speak to me and they only 
spoke French,” she said. “So I decided to take French 

pedro szekely
Lyon, France.

so I could communicate with them.”
The flea market will feature nearly 90 vendors 

selling everything from art to antiques, jewelry to 
toys, soaps to lotions, food to collectibles. The French 
Club will also sell donated items. Though the event 
doesn’t exactly evoke strolls along the Champs-Ély-
sees, it does have a decidedly French flair. 

“It is a wonderful event that engages the students 
with the public,” said Muñoz. “The students learn 
how to manage funds, time, and space for the set 
up of the flea market. The students also hone their 
interpersonal skills by communicating with vendors 
through the application process all the way through 
the event …. Not only is it a cultural event that is 
similar to what you would find in France, but it is 
also a great learning experience for our students.”

The French Club receives volunteer assistance 
from the Saugerties Key Club and students in gov-
ernment classes. 

Morgan Sussin, a 16-year old sophomore, was 
drawn to French by the beauty of the language when 
spoken. “In the French Club, we do activities that are 
based on French culture and we prepare for events 
such as the flea market,” explained Sussin. “What 
I look forward to is seeing all the people come out 
and support us.”

Hannah Mangione, a 15-year old sophomore who 
appreciates the French language and culture, is look-
ing forward to the flea market. “French Club is an 
incredible club dedicated to exploring French culture 
and language through snacks, arts, and crafts and 
activities,” she said. “I am looking forward to seeing 
all the different things people will be selling at the 
flea market as well as continuing the long-standing 
tradition of providing a place for people to meet and 
converse as well as a place to sell their goods.”

Gina Tyan, a 15-year old sophomore, is hoping 
the public comes out to the French Club flea market. 
“The French Club is a fun, educational, and wel-
coming environment,” she said. “The upcoming flea 
market is a great opportunity for the community to 
see what the French Club is capable of organizing.”

The flea market is scheduled for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, February 23, with a snow date on March 
2 at the same times. Admission is $2 for adults, $1 
for seniors and students in grades seven through 
twelve, and free for younger kids.

 – Crispin Kott 

Know your community.
Plan your weekend.
Subscribe and save 40% off the cover price.

Saugertiesx.com/subscribe or 845-334-8200
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FAST E.R. 
CARE. 

MORE THAN 
E.R. CARE.

Your experts in emergency care, just got FASTE.R.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 

who are board-certified in emergency medicine and backed by 

a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at HealthAlliance 

Hospital: Broadway Campus, a member of Westchester Medical 

Center Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member of our care 

team within 30 minutes. That’s fast. That’s FASTE.R. 

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 

at HAHV.org/ER30

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1.

ADVANCING            HERE.CARE. 

WESTCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER HEALTH NETWORK

Westchester Medical Center  l  Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital  l  Behavioral Health Center  l  MidHudson Regional Hospital
Good Samaritan Hospital  l  Bon Secours Community Hospital  l  St. Anthony Community Hospital
HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus  l  HealthAlliance Hospital: Mary’s Avenue Campus  l  Margaretville Hospital

30

396 Broadway
Kingston, NY 12401

HAHV.org

F ine  Wines  and  Sp i r i t s
Rt 212 (CVS Plaza), Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Mon - Sat  10am - 9pm

Sunday  12 - 5pm

  25%
 OFF 

A CASE OF WINE
with this ad only

CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Expires 2/28/19

...It’s never too early to get your TAN ON!

CELEBRATING 2 YEARS! 
Call or Text for Our February Specials!

518-821-4483 • toniholland1956@gmail.com
27 Market St. • Saugerties, NY 12477

SunKissed Tanning

Sports
Sawyers compete 
in two meets
At the Mid-Hudson Athletic League in-

door track championships at West Point on Friday, 
February 8, both the boys and girls sides from Sau-
gerties placed eleventh with five points. FDR took 
first place on both sides. 

Jeremy Cornelison earned four points for the 
Sawyers, placing fourth in the pole vault with an 
eleven-foot best. Matt Morgan earned the Sawyer 
boys their other point, placing sixth in the 3200-me-
ter run with a time of 10:18.44. Morgan also ran the 
1600, finishing in seventh place in 5:00.67. Dylan 
Hartrum placed tenth in the 300-meter dash in 
40.83, and 19th in the 55-meter dash in 7.49 for 
Saugerties. 

Lexi McCabe picked up all five points for the Saw-
yer girls, placing fourth in the shot put with a toss 

of 29-09.75 for four points, and sixth in the weight 
throw with a distance of 35-11.00, worth one point. 

Four days earlier, the Sawyers competed in the 
168th Street Varsity Indoor Classic held at the Fort 
Washington Armory in Manhattan. Morgan earned 
a season best time of 4:52.58 in the 1600. 

 – Crispin Kott

DAVID R. DOLAN, CPA, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

TWO LOCATIONS
2901 Route 9W By Appointment Only
Saugerties, NY 12477 34 North Road
Ph. (845) 246-8934 Tillson, NY 12486

www.Dolancpapc.com
Year Round Tax, Accounting & Payroll Services for Individuals,

Businesses, Estates, Trusts & LLCs

 ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 
PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • RELIABLE

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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OPINION

WRITE US
1. Deadline is  5 p.m. Monday for that week’s edition. 
2. Email is preferred. Send Word file or text in the 

body of email to saugertiestimes@gmail.com with 
subject line “Letter to the Editor.” Do not send .pdf 
files.  If email is not possible, send to Ulster Publish-
ing’s main business office, 322 Wall St., Kingston 
ny, 12401.

3. Letters are sometimes edited for length.
4. All letters require a verifiable name, address and 

phone number. Only the name and town of origin 
will be printed. 

5. Be brief. Letters of 500 words may be cut down to 
size or not published. Exceptions made at editor’s 
discretion. Ideal length for a letter is under 300 
words. 

6. Libelous letters defaming individuals will not be 
printed. Better to make an argument to the point 
rather than the person. 

7. Please proofread before submitting. Post-deadline 
additions or corrections, when they are possible, are 
inconvenient for our production team. 

8. Bold, CAPS, “sarcastic quotes,” not permitted.  Ital-
ics are OK.

9. Letters should be addressed to the editor. No open 
letters to public officials or anyone else.

10. Sign letters with just one name. If on behalf of 
group, we will print group name in addition.
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LETTERS

Principles of responsible 
cannabis use
Re: “The downsides of marijuana legalization” by 
Jesse Smith published February 6, 2019: I appreci-
ate the concerns of Saugerties Police Chief Sinagra 
and Ulster County District Attorney Holley Carn-
right about motor vehicle safety. But our roads will 
not be made safer by continuing cannabis prohibi-
tion. Law enforcement efforts are well meaning but 
this is a public health issue, and we need campaigns 
to discourage driving while drinking, sleepy, stoned, 
texting, on medicines that make people drowsy, and 
so on. 

Keeping cannabis illegal simply turns otherwise 
good people into lawbreakers. Alcohol prohibition 
led to Al Capone and thousands of violent criminal 
organizations. Cannabis prohibition leads to crime 
and disrespect for our hard working, brave police 
officers.

The reality is that now, while cannabis use is il-
legal, people still drive while impaired by alcohol, 
many prescription medications, many over-the-
counter medications like Benedryl, cannabis, lack 
of sleep, etc. People also drive distracted, texting, 
and just recklessly.

NORML, The National Organization for the Re-
form of Marijuana Laws has published “Principles of 
Responsible Cannabis Use” including a No Driving 
policy which states: 

“The responsible cannabis consumer does not op-
erate a motor vehicle or other dangerous machinery 
while impaired by cannabis, nor (like other respon-
sible citizens) while impaired by any other substance 
or condition, including some medicines and fatigue.”

Legalization of responsible adult use is inevitable. 
It is the will of the vast majority of New Yorkers. 

We at Hudson Valley NORML look forward to 
a productive dialogue with law enforcement, public 
health officials and local political leaders. Let’s work 
together.

Roger Green, 
Executive Director, Hudson Valley NORML

Woodstock
 

  Please vote for Pat Ryan
On February 20, Democratic Committee members in 
Ulster County will be meeting to select a nominee to 
replace Mike Hein, our out-going County Executive. 
In this regard, I cannot think of a better candidate 
than Pat Ryan and I urge committee members to 
vote for this outstanding person. If you are not a 
committee member but know one, please urge them 
to vote for Pat. Why? Well, Mike Hein will be in-
credibly hard to replace. To carry on his efforts, we 
need a candidate with charisma, leadership skills 
and problem-solving abilities. Pat has these and 
much more, including an in-depth understanding 
of the problems facing working people in this global 
economy. Pat is dedicated to fighting climate change 
and re-training workers in skills needed to compete 
in the 21st century marketplace. He understands the 
need to promote tourism, education and sensible 
economic growth. Plus, he has the skills to do it! He 
was a military combat officer who served his country 
and upon his return to civilian life, he founded a 
company that employs over 150 people. This ex-
perience has helped Pat to crystallize a strategy to 
continue making Ulster County the best place to live 
and work. Please visit his website @ryanforulster.
com and vote for Pat Ryan.

Stephen J. Weir
Gardiner

Ryan: I will protect our values
  Last Sunday I stood in solidarity with my neighbors 
in New Paltz after a well known community mem-
ber was detained by ICE. A highly successful busi-
ness owner with strong roots in our community was 
taken from his own driveway and his family waited 
eleven days to learn why. These kinds of actions are 
happening all to often, and are diametrically op-
posed to our values of inclusivity, justice and com-
munity. As County Executive, I will take an active 
role in opposing Trump administration policies like 
this that threaten Ulster County residents.

I will oppose any coordination between our coun-
ty and local law enforcement and ICE, and stand in 
solidarity with our immigrant communities. I will 
oppose regulatory rollback of critical environmental 
protections, and block future dirty energy production 
that would pollute our county and I will oppose cuts 
to critical social services programs such as SNAP, 
low-income housing assistance, mental health ser-
vices, and veterans services. 

Opposition to dangerous policies is not enough, 
we also must be the change that we wish to see in the 
world. On that front, Ulster County has the potential 
to become a beacon of justice re-defining what that 
word “justice” means in our society.  We’ve made 
tremendous progress with the construction of the 
Restorative Justice Center. The Center is not only a 
place for our underprivileged youth to find oppor-
tunity and hope, it is the first step in reforming our 
broken criminal justice system. 

We now have the opportunity to expand on ini-
tiatives like the Restorative Justice Center to help 
break the school-to-prison pipeline and provide op-
portunities for the most vulnerable members of our 
community. 

I will be proud to partner with our new County 
Sheriff, Juan Figueroa, to enact the “First Chance” 
prison-to-work program championed by Sheriff 
Figueroa, which partners with local businesses to 
provide employment opportunities for individuals 
transitioning out of the criminal justice system. I will 
ensure we prioritize and promote programs that cre-
ate alternatives to incarceration, such as Drug Court 
and Veterans Court and I will support and enforce 
the Ulster County Human Rights Protection Act of 
2018 which prohibits discrimination on the basis of a 
wide range of protected categories and empowers the 
Ulster County Human Rights Commission to hear 
complaints locally, rather than going through Albany.

As County Executive, I will fight to protect our 
values and work to continue to make us a leader on 
issues regarding the environment and social justice. 

Pat Ryan
Gardiner 

Where are my cats? 
I submitted an application, and picked out two kit-
tens, litter mates, to adopt. I waited for a response. 
None came. I called. I was told to call back. I called 
again. I was told someone would call me. No one 
called back. 

I was informed that I would not be allowed to 
take the cats home in a cat carrier on a bicycle be-
cause that would be too dangerous. Based on what? 
Elly Monfett said because that is what she thinks.  

This in New York, the first state to grant equal 
rights of the road to bicyclists, in 1887. (All states 
do now.)

Bicycling is safe enough for me, but not for the 
cats? Are you going to arrest a mother who is bicy-
cling for having a baby aboard? Cats are more dear 
than babies?

A number of surveys show bicycling on the road 
is no more dangerous than an equal time travelling 
in a car.

Fred Costello offered to pick up the cats and de-
liver them to me, but Elly Monfett threw my applica-
tion away and gave the cats to someone else. 

I will be happy when she is gone.
Demetri Kolokotronis

Saugerties

Addiction treatment 
availability
Treatment and recovery options for those seeking 
medical treatment for opiate addiction are poten-
tially becoming more diverse for those under care 
in Ulster County. Local alternative health care prac-
titioners are adding pro bono options for patients 
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at area methadone clinics to receive free yoga and 
meditation classes. The usage of alternative treat-
ments like yoga and meditation assists addicts in 
recovery to feel the pain that they are suffering from 
internally and to accept that pain as being some-
thing that they can work through in the process of 
breaking the addiction cycle.

Unfortunately, the costs associated with in-pa-
tient treatment programs remain very high, and this 
leads to insurance companies being discriminatory 
and over-restrictive in the application of the criteria 
needed for patients to qualify for coverage. In 2014, 
while I was in the Ulster County Legislature, a griev-
ing mother of a 22-year-old who had passed away 
from a heroin overdose spoke to the legislature in 
a plea for government intervention on all levels. In 
her speech, she informed us how a major insurance 
company had denied addiction treatment services to 
her son. In their denial, the insurance company ruled 
that her son would have to “fail one more time” in 
order to receive coverage. Unfortunately, his relapse 
led to his death at the hands of opiate addiction. As 
a member of the Health Care Committee, I decided 
to speak with the woman in the hallway about her 
family’s loss and to console her. 

Recently, the Federal Government has commit-
ted to providing New York State with more than $9 
million in federal funding to expand upon opioid 
addiction treatment services across the state. This 
funding includes $5.7 million to expand access to 
medication assisted treatment, $2.1 million to de-
velop new recovery centers in areas of high need, 
and over $1.3 million for specialized treatment 
and recovery programs. These initiatives are being 
funded through the State Opioid Response Grant 
which is administered by the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Administration. Residents of New 
York struggling with an addiction, or whose loved 
ones are struggling, can find help by calling the 
State’s toll-free, 24-hour, 7-day-a-week HOPEline 
at 1-877-8-HOPENY (1-877-846-7369) or by texting 
HOPENY (Text-Code 467369). Available addiction 
treatment options include: crisis-level detoxification, 
inpatient treatment, community-based centers or 
through outpatient care. These treatment options 
can be accessed using the NYS OASAS Treatment 
Availability Dashboard at FindAddictionTreatment.
ny.gov or through the NYS OASAS website. 

Chris Allen
Saugerties

Thanks to Rhianna and Main 
Street Restaurant
A few years ago  a program was developed  at Mt. 
Marion Elementary School called Supper Support. It 
is designed for parents to come to school with their 
student to eat supper and complete homework to-
gether. It gives families the opportunity to work on 
class assignments with the support of volunteers 
from our staff who are available to answer ques-
tions. Supper Support provides a space each month 
to give encouragement and guidance for parents to 
assist their child with homework that may be chal-
lenging and then eat a meal together with no cost 
to families. It has proven to be an environment that 
is community based, creating a strong connection 
between home and school. We generally have 35-40 
students, staff members and parents that regularly 
attend. 

It has been somewhat difficult to cover the cost of 
the meal each month despite fundraising efforts. This 
past month, Marie Zito who is a Mt. Marion parent, 

asked a local restaurant to donate the dinner for 
Supper Support. Rhianna Rodriguez, the owner of 
Main Street Restaurant in Saugerties, volunteered 
to do the job without hesitation. She provided us 
with trays full of beans, ground beef, rice and tor-
tillas in addition to all the fixings that were needed 
to make tacos. It was plentiful, it was delicious and 
it was completely free of any charges. As one parent 
said “this was the best meal of the Supper Support 
program.” We would all like to acknowledge Rhi-
anna’s effort and thank her for an incredibly gener-
ous contribution. She proved that the Saugerties 
community and business owners clearly support our 
local schools. Please support Main Street Restaurant!

Cyn Kendall
Saugerties

‘T HE NATIONAL ENQUIRER has en-
gaged in behavior so lowly and 
unscrupulous that it created a 
seemingly impossible storyline,” 
wrote controversial investigative 

reporter Glenn Greenwald last Friday, “the world’s 
richest billionaire and a notorious labor abuser, 
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos, as a sympathetic victim.” 
After describing the threatened invasion of Bezos’ 
privacy by the publication of sexually salacious ma-
terial by The Enquirer if, among other things, the 
Bezos-owned Washington Post wouldn’t lay off the 
Trump-protected Saudi government, Greenwald 
pivoted to characterizing Bezos’ long-time relation-
ship with the military and spying agencies of the 
federal government as “a central prong of Amazon’s 
business growth.”  

Under a ten-billion-dollar contract for which 
Amazon is presently competing, for instance, the 
company would provide exclusive cloud web services 
to the military.

If you Google “Greenwald Amazon,” Greenwald’s 
newest book, No Place to Hide, comes up on the Ama-
zon books site. You can get the book from Amazon 
for as little as $1.47 plus a shipping fee of $3.99. Or 
you can pay $5.49 and get free shipping.

You can’t make this stuff up. Amazon is ubiqui-
tous, its products available equally to friend or foe.

Governments at every level routinely 

offer consequential incentives to induce businesses 
to locate in the jurisdictions they favor. The premise 
is that these businesses will hire workers and help 
local economies. Sometimes these inducements pay 
off. Often they don’t: the increased revenues never 
catch up to the costs to taxpayers of the inducements. 
Or the induced businesses decide a few years later to 
take somewhere else’s deal and move on.

It’s the nature of the game. Especially in hind-
sight, some deals work and others don’t. One might 
think that the governmental players would at least 
owe their taxpayers a very careful examination of the 
costs and revenues of what’s being induced. But in 
practice a sensible level of due diligence seems rare.

Why? Apparently governments believe they have 
no choice. “If you don’t have anything on the table, 
you are going to lose,” explained the mayor of a small 
town near Cleveland. “If we said we don’t have any 
incentives, but we have a low income-tax rate and 
we would love to have you, they wouldn’t be here.”

According to a piece in The Week, tax incentives 
in the form of income-tax credits, exemptions, prop-
erty-tax abatements, land grants, low-interest loans, 
cash giveaways and other services now total $80 
billion a year, three times what they were in 1990.

Amazon has been aggressive in seeking tax breaks 
for its network of fulfillment centers around the 
country and in its dedication to a low-wage policy. 
Last October, however, Bezos announced a $15-an-
hour minimum wage for its warehouse workers. At 
the same time, Amazon has continued to investigate 
alternative sites for its upstate New York warehouses, 
making little effort to disguise its interest in attrac-
tive inducement packages. You can be sure it’ll get 
some.

Led by its competitive-minded governor, 

New York State has struggled to attract various kinds 
of new industry north of New York City. New jobs for 
upstate have been a tough sell even with the $600 
million annually of upstate economic development 
grants and other inducements thrown in. In the past 
30 years, New York City’s labor force has increased 
by almost a million workers. In the balance of the 
state, the labor force has gone up 300,000 — but 
100,000 of that increase is from Long Island and 

another 100,000 from the Hudson Valley. (Ulster 
County contributed 6000 of those.) Without tax 
breaks, state aid and any other inducements they 
could offer, upstate jurisdictions think of themselves 
as incapable of creating a significant number of new 
jobs.

To its credit, the Ulster County IDA has created 
its own Uniform Tax Exemption Policy (UTEP), an 
analysis that sets the level of tax break it is willing to 
offer. But that’s not all the agency can do. In Janu-
ary it said it was prepared to offer a $88,000 loan 
or a contract for services (it didn’t decide which) to 
help Ceres Technologies move from its Saugerties 
and Rhinebeck facilities to TechCity in the Town 
of Ulster. The money would come from IDA funds 
accumulated from the agency’s fees from other proj-
ects. A few days later, the company withdrew from 
those discussions.

An IDA is not all-powerful. It is only one tool in 
the toolbox of governmental bodies intent on induce-
ment. If inducement is to be successful, more than 
one source of public resource must increasingly to 
be available. 

The inducements offered prior to Amazon’s 
25,000-jobs-at-$150,000-a-job selection of Long 
Island City for part of its second world headquarters 
were epic in scope. Though no one knows what the 
ultimate deal will look like, plenty of people have 
decided they know whether they will like it (”the tax 
incentives are worth it”) or not (“worse than useless”).  

Both supporters and opponents invoked the 
words of Berkeley economist Enrico Moretti, whose 
book The Geography of Jobs had explained the in-
creasing concentration of job growth in regions of 
the nation where both skilled workers and growing 
firms are available. The upstate city of Buffalo, where 
the “Buffalo billion” initiative proved such a flop, 
lacked the entrepreneurial climate and other advan-
tages New York City enjoyed, the Mercator Center, 
following Moretti’s argument, explained. Amazon’s 
first headquarters, Seattle (where Amazon will soon 
occupy 14 million square feet of space), had high-
tech industries, capital and an educated workforce.

What did Moretti think of New York’s huge in-
ducement of Amazon at Long Island City? He es-
timated the spillover effects of Amazon’s presence 
could add as many as 150,000 other new jobs in two 
decades. “This definitely beats other deals I have 
seen, to be sure,” he responded. “It would certainly 
increase the attractiveness of that city for other well-
paying high-tech jobs.”

The Ulster County IDA’s temporary website can 
be accessed at www.explorehudsonvalley.com/busi-
ness/ida/          

AUTHORS:
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A player for 
all seasons
Robert Dodig, Jr. remembers 
his Hall of Fame sports career

The Saugerties High School var-
sity baseball team has a long history 
of excellence, but no team has ever 
bettered the run by the 1985 squad, 
which won the state championship. 

Robert Dodig, Jr., who will be enshrined in the Sau-
gerties Sports Hall of Fame Club this April, was a key 
player on that team. 

Dodig, SHS Class of 1986, was a junior when the 
Sawyers won the state title in just the third year of 
the tournament. Dodig was co-captain of the team, 
and its catcher. He was All-League

“As crazy as it sounds when you’re 17 years old, 
but that was probably the highlight of my athletic 
career,” said Dodig on a phone call from his office in 
Fort Myers, Florida, where he’s served for the last 13 
years as attorney for the large school district of Lee 
County, which includes 16 different high schools and 
significantly more middle and elementary schools. 

Dodig’s athletic achievements at Saugerties High 
were numerous. He was co-captain of the JV football 
team as a sophomore, getting called up late in the 
season to the varsity squad. 

“I played a JV game on a Friday and a varsity game 
on a Saturday,” recalled Dodig. “I’m not sure if even 
then under the New York State Public High School 
Athletic Association rules it was permitted. I’m not 
trying to get coach [Larry] Nevil in trouble. But when 
you think about head injuries and everything, it’s 
just incredible.”

Dodig was All-American, All-League as a football 
player in his junior and senior seasons. A middle line-
backer on defense, in his senior season Dodig shifted 
from center to offensive tackle. He also played bas-
ketball at the JV level as a freshman and sophomore. 

But baseball was tops on his list, in part because of 
the team’s accomplishments during that time. Dodig 
moved up to the varsity team as a sophomore, when 
he occasionally caught in place of starter Joe Roberti, 
but was the team’s regular designated hitter. 

“You can’t talk about ’85 without talking about 
’84,” said Dodig. “And in 1984, when I was a soph-
omore, myself and [Donald] D.J. Hines, who got 
brought up at the end of the season, and we were 
the only sophomores on the team. D.J., by the way, 
should get into the Hall of Fame. We had a lot of 
juniors, including Steven Freer and Mike Melville, 
who are in the Hall of Fame, and Gregg Jones, who’s 
going into the Hall of Fame with me.” 

The 1984 baseball team rolled through the play-
offs, beating Tappan Zee (13-7), Pearl River (2-1), 
Kingston (9-2) and Shenendehowa (3-0) before fall-
ing in the state semifinal to Levittown (4-3) in a game 
deftly pitched by Hines. 

With that experience under the team’s collective 
belt, the Sawyers went into the 1985 season know-
ing what it would take to become the state champs. 
“Coach [Tony] Vizzie and coach Neville, along with 
us, we kind of knew what that route was all about,” 

said Dodig. “Saugerties is a baseball town, and we 
went into 1985 with the arrogance of champions. 
We just did.”

A rare regular-season loss came at the hands of 
Wallkill, a game Dodig didn’t play in after an injury 
in a win against Fallsburg. Dodig blamed himself for 
that loss and returned the following game. Then the 
Sawyers kept winning. And winning. 

“We just went on an amazing run,” said Dodig. 
In the playoffs, Saugerties beat Minisink Valley (9-

1), Glens Falls (1-0), Eastchester (9-2) and Fredonia 
(8-0) in the semifinal. 

“There were rumors that two of their players were 
going to be drafted,” said Dodig. “They had a huge 
crowd there, and we silenced them.” The Sawyers 
would then go on to face Miller Place in the state 
championship, a game that started well into the 
night. 

“The night game before us, the Class D final, went 
about ten or twelve innings, so we didn’t start our 
game until ten o’clock at night,” Dodig recalled. “One 
of the first batters, might have been the leadoff hit-
ter, Steven Freer nailed him right in the helmet. And 
Steven threw hard, and the kid was down. Next thing 
you know they had to bring an ambulance out on the 
field, and the game gets delayed even more.”

In the wee small hours, the Sawyers prevailed 9-3, 
winning the program’s first and to date only state title.

No welcome for the heroes
Any of the Saugerties faithful who might have 
been awaiting the team’s arrival had long since 
gone to bed by the time they rolled back into town. 
“It was so late at night when we won, and back in 
those days we just hopped on the bus and went back 
to Saugerties,” Dodig said. “You would think we’d 
go home and be welcomed, but none of that hap-
pened. We got to march in the Fourth of July parade, 
though, and that’s still a big event in Saugerties.”

While the memories of that run are undeniably 
rooted in the scores on the diamond, Dodig said it’s 
about much more than that. “A lot of it is those games, 
but really, you just remember the guys,” he said. “It 
was a unique set of guys. It makes me emotional just 
thinking about them.”

Dodig grew up in Saugerties, attending Mt. Mar-
ion Elementary before moving on to the big campus 
of the high school. For those who grew up in the area 
in the Eighties, the name Dodig evokes Saugerties 
sports excellence. Some of Robert Dodig’s cousins 
were also sports stars of the era. “In my family it 
was always organized sports,” Dodig said. “I played 
biddy basketball on the International House Nets. 
We were a dynasty, we rarely lost, if ever. I was MVP 
my twelve-year-old year.”

Dodig played baseball from Grasshoppers through 
Babe Ruth, then went on to play for the Saugerties 
Dutchmen from the summer of his senior year of 
high school through his time as an undergrad at the 
College of Saint Rose in Albany. He got his start in 
organized football at the age of nine on the Gemini, a 
youth team that was part of an Exchange Club league 
out of Kingston. 

“I played on the Gemini with (fellow Saugerties 
Sports HOF Class of 2019 inductee) John Gambino, 
who grew up across the street from me,” said Dodig. 
“We played sports in the back yard together. It’s quite 
fitting we’re getting into the Hall of Fame together.” 

Dodig continued playing baseball in college as 
part of Saint Rose’s team. The eye-opening experi-
ence, included his realization that he wasn’t good 

enough to make it in the pros. “So I buckled down, 
figured I’d get a good education,” he said with a, a 
decision helped by an injury during his junior sea-
son. “And then I decided not to play because I was 
offered a job in the New York State Assembly as a 
page. I have what I would call a significant inter-
est in politics.” Dodig went on to law school at Ohio 
Northern University.

The lessons of team play
 Though Dodig’s primary sports experience from that 
point on was recreational softball, sports had made 
a serious impression on him. “I’m fond of saying, 
and probably will talk about this in my speech, the 
aspect of team sports comes into play all the time 
professionally in my job,” he said. “Without those 
lessons, I think it would make my professional life 
more difficult.”

Dodig is still connected to local sports as well. His 
nephew, Ty Gallagher, is in his junior year at Sau-
gerties High, playing first base on the varsity baseball 
team. His other nephew Owen, a seventh grader, is 
also an athlete.

“They bring back memories for me when I talk to 
them,” Dodig said. 

Dodig and his wife Bridget, a schoolteacher, will 
celebrate their 18th wedding anniversary in June. 
They have a 13-year-old daughter, Michaela, who 
though not active in sports herself enjoys following 
athletics with her parents. 

“My family life at this point is pretty much work 
and being a spectator for sports,” explained Dodig. 
“My daughter is not an athlete. We’re huge sports 
fans.” The Dodigs root for Notre Dame, the Cincinnati 
Reds, and the New York Giants, Rangers and Knicks. 
They’re also NASCAR enthusiasts and are planning 
a trip to the Daytona 500 this Sunday, February 17. 

Dodig was unsure of what advice he might have 
for young Saugerties athletes, because as a father and 
school district attorney he knows they’re growing up 
in a sometimes markedly different world than he did. 
“Social media and unfortunately the erosion of the 
media as I knew it growing up, that has changed the 
world,” he said. “Students today, have to me, so much 
more to worry about. I can remember on that run in 
1985 what I was most worried about was wondering 
what time we were going to get out of school early 
to go play a game. I hate saying things were simpler, 
because that implies they were better. They weren’t 
necessarily better, because they were less diverse, they 
were less progressive. I think the world has come a 
long way. But we [as athletes] didn’t have our own 
page on websites like MaxPreps.”

Too great a focus on individual achievement in 
sports is something Dodig said he’d like to see kids 
avoid. The concept of being part of a team is crucial 
not only in athletics but in the world as a whole, he 
said. “When it comes to team sports, I would encour-
age any young man or woman to try to participate in 
football,” Dodig said. “As much as I was successful in 
baseball and went on to play it in college, there’s no 
sport to teach people about each other and teamwork 
and leadership like football.”

Dodig joins George Beisel, John Gambino, Gregg 
Jones and John Parker in the Saugerties Sports Hall 
of Fame Club’s 2019 class. The induction banquet 
is scheduled to take place on Saturday, April 13 at 
Diamond Mills in Saugerties. Tickets are $30 and can 
be secured by contacting Mike Hasenbalg at mike-
hasenbalg@yahoo.com or 914-388-2348.

 – Crispin Kott 

Robert Dodig in the late 80’s. Robert Dodig today.
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COMMUNITY
Candlelight concert
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
off er “The Magical Night of Love” with Peter Samelson 
on Friday, Feb. 15 at 7 p.m. Samelson is an illusionist, 
entertainer and philosopher who blends simplicity and 
sophistication to provoke thought and inspire wonder. 
The evening is appropriate for children. Admission is by 
suggested donation. For more information, call (845) 
246-2867.

Senior support group
The Saugerties chapter of Settled and Serving in Place 
(SSIP) will meet Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 9:30 a.m. at the Vil-
lage Diner. SSIP is a network for seniors who need social 
support or want to off er support and other services to 
residents who wish to stay in their homes as they age. 
More info is available by emailing ssipsaugerties@gmail.
com or calling (845) 514-4365.

Local certifi ed registered nurse anesthetist 
to present at conference
New York State Association of Nurse Anesthetists board 
program chair Meaghan McCloskey, MS, CRNA, will 
present at the American Association of Nurse Anes-
thetists’ Region One Conference Feb. 28 to March 3 in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. McCloskey, a Saugerties resident, 
will present “Hands-on Ultrasound Guided Regional 
Anesthesia Workshop.” Her co-presenter will be Jeremy 
Lombardoni, MS, CRNA, ACNP, NYSANA member and 
private practitioner. The workshop will give participants 
an opportunity to learn ultrasound guided regional 
anesthesia with a hands-on approach. The New York 
State Association of Nurse Anesthetists (NYSANA) is 
the statewide professional association representing the 
interests of more than 1,600 certifi ed registered nurse 
anesthetists and student registered nurse anesthetists 
providing high-quality, safe and cost-eff ective anesthe-
sia care to residents across New York State.

New board members at Boys & Girls Club
The Boys & Girls Club Saugerties Unit has appointed 
three new members to the board of directors. Accord-
ing to Doug Burt, president of the board, the new board 
members will enhance and strengthen the scope of 
their duties to club members and give them the ability 
to expand their horizons.

Sakinah Irizarry joined the board in the fall of 
2018. She is the owner/operator of Sakinah Irizarry 
LMT, a massage therapy business in Saugerties, and has 
worked as a licensed massage therapist for many years 
in and around Ulster County in studios that include 
Haven Spa in Rhinebeck and River Rock in Woodstock. 
She is involved in community activities, recently fi nish-
ing a two-year tenure as president of Cahill Elementary 
School, and resides in Saugerties with her husband 
and two sons.

Karen Prince is a  certifi ed insurance counselor/per-
sonal lines assistant manager and producer. She began 
her career with The Reis Group in 1984 and specializes 
in personal insurance sales. Prince obtained her Cer-
tifi ed Insurance Counselor designation in 2008 and 
became a Defensive Driver instructor in 2018. She has 
been The Reis Group company team captain for the 
annual Relay For Life event for many years and enjoys 
participating in other offi  ce volunteer events. Prince 
lives in Saugerties with her husband and enjoys golf, 
kayaking and spending time with her family.

Sara Gorman Maliha has spent most of her life in 

upstate New York and sold real estate since 2007. She 
moved with her daughter to the village of Saugerties in 
2016 and enjoys village life. Her decision to volunteer 
at the Boys & Girls Club led her to decide she might do 
more good as a board member. “It will be a pleasure 
to give back,” she says.

Bare-root trees and shrub sale
The Ulster County Soil and Water Conservation District 
is conducting its annual bare-root seedling sale. Orders 
are being taken now. The program off ers a variety of 
inexpensive conservation trees, shrubs, wildfl ower 
seeds and ground covers with which landowners can 
beautify and protect their property. There will also be 
wildlife nesting boxes for bluebirds, butterfl ies, bats, 
hawks, and wood ducks along with fertilizer tablets 
and rain gauges. Prices depend on the species, size 
and quantity, ranging from quantities of 10 for $10-$12, 
25 for $22-$26, 50 for $36-$48 and 100 for $70-$85. 
Many of the species are ideal for erosion control and 
many are attractive uses for wildlife food and cover, 
windscreens, shade, and privacy.

Ordered plants may be picked up during the third 
week of April at two locations: the Ulster County 
Fairgrounds at 249 Libertyville Road in New Paltz on 
Wednesday, April 17 and Thursday, April 18; and at the 
Ulster County Highway Garage, 317 Shamrock Lane 
(off  Hurley Avenue) in Kingston on Friday, April 19 and 
Saturday, April 20.  The deadline for ordering is March 
29. Order early to ensure availability.

Any excess stock available may be purchased on 
the pick-up days on a “fi rst-come-fi rst-served” basis. 
Order forms are available by calling (845) 883-7162 
ext. 3, or stop by the offi  ce at 5 Park Lane in Highland, 
open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Order forms 
may also be downloaded at www.ucswcd.org.

Free ‘Stop The Bleed’ training
A free “Stop The Bleed” training will be held on Satur-
day, Feb. 23 from noon to 2 p.m. at the Senior Center, 
207 Market St. All attendees will receive hands-on train-
ing to recognize a bleeding emergency (life-threatening 
bleeding) and how to appropriately stop the bleeding.

The American College of Surgeons Committee on 
Trauma is leading the eff ort to save lives by teach-
ing the civilian population how to provide vital initial 
response to stop uncontrolled bleeding in emergency 
situations. The training provides a comprehensive and 
sustainable bleeding control education program target-
ed to civilians to inform, educate and empower them. 
Civilians who understand bleeding control principles 
are able to provide immediate, frontline aid until fi rst 
responders are able to take over care of the injured. 
In many situations, there may be a delay between the 
time of injury and the time a fi rst responder is on the 
scene, so civilian intervention may be lifesaving.

The training is appropriate for all community 
members regardless of previous knowledge. To reg-
ister, e-mail Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra at 
jsinagra@saugertiesny.gov or use the link https://

Lions Club donate to local food pantry
T H E  S A U G E R T I E S  L I O N S  C L U B  R E C E N T LY  D O N A T E D  $ 2 , 0 0 0  to the Saugerties Area Council of Churches 
Food Pantry at 44 Livingston St. The pantry is celebrating 45 years of service to the Saugerties community and is 
open Monday and Thursday from 10 a.m. to noon and Tuesday from 7-8 p.m.

Pictured (left to right) John Brink, Marilyn Richardson (director of the food pantry), Joe Mueller and Fran 
Andreassen.

Hiding-body charge
New York City police have charged a SUNY New 
Paltz student, her boyfriend and another woman 
with dumping the body of the boyfriend’s mother 
after her death last week. Officers believe that Jared 
Eng, a 22-year-old who attended SUNY New Paltz 
up until last semester, killed his mother and then 
enlisted his girlfriend Caitlin O’Rourke — currently 
a New Paltz student — and another woman to help 
conceal the body.

According to published reports, authorities 

charge that Eng’s mother, Paula Chin, planned on 
tossing her son out of her home; during a fight, he 
allegedly slashed her throat in their Tribeca apart-
ment on January 31. Surveillance footage shows a 
“duffel-bag-like container” being put in the trunk of 
Chin’s vehicle, and in it, police allege, the 65-year-
old victim was transported to Morristown, N.J., 
where she had owned a second home. Together with 
co-defendant Jennifer Lopez, Eng and O’Rourke 
allegedly dumped the corpse in a dumpster. Blood 
and Chin’s clothing were found in the trunk, while 
investigators discovered her body and rubber gloves 
bloodied by the deed in the garbage and blood 

stains on the garage floor in Morristown.
Melissa Kaczmarek, communications director at 

SUNY New Paltz, confirmed Eng first attended the 
college in 2015 but didn’t enroll for this semester. 
O’Rourke was enrolled this semester and has been 
a student since 2016.

All three suspects were arraigned in Manhat-
tan Criminal Court on charges of concealing a 
human corpse and tampering with physical evi-
dence. O’Rourke and Lopez have yet to post bail 
— $25,000 and $100,000 respectively — while 
Eng was denied bail as the investigation into the 
killing continues. ●
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): NAME: Hudson Valley 
Well Pump Services LLC, 

Articles of Organization 
were fi led with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/26/2018. Offi ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Hudson Valley Well 
Pump Services LLC, P.O. Box 
511, Port Ewen, NY, 12466. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or ac-
tivities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Rushbrook Lodge, LLC, Art. of 
Org.  fi led w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 1/3/19. Offi ce lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 19 Burnett Road, 
Saugerties NY 12477.  Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
GSD BOOKKEEPING SER-

VICES, LLC Articles of Org. 
fi led NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
4/18/2018. Offi ce  in Greene 
Co. SSNY  desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
Susan Dunckle, 12223 Rt 9 
W Lot C12, West Coxsackie, 
NY 12192, which is also the 
principal business location.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
ELECTRIC BY CHRIS 

SCHWARTZ, LLC.  Articles of 
Org. fi led NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 1/18/2019. Offi ce  
in Greene Co. SSNY  desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 325 Mansion 
St., Coxsackie, NY 12051, 
which is also the principal busi-
ness location. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT the Saugerties Town 
Planning Board will meet on 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
at 7:30p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter, on the corner of Market 
& Robinson Street, to hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING for a SITE 
PLAN/SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
for a SOLAR PROJECT on land 
located at 209 LAUREN TICE 
ROAD (SBL#9.3-6-3.110) and 
owned by RODERICK MARTIN.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN 
OF SAUGERTIES PLANNING 
BOARD

C. HOWARD POST, CHAIR-
MAN

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that the Village of Saugerties 
Board of Trustees will hold a 
Public Hearing on February 19 
at 5:25 pm in the Municipal 
Building, 43 Partition Street, 
Hooks Room of the Fire De-
partment. The purpose of the 
Public Hearing is to receive 
comment on the resolution to 
amend the Village Tax Code 
section 171-21. 

Copies of the code and 
resolution are available for 
viewing at the Clerk’s offi ce. 

LEGAL NOTICES

All interested parties will be 
heard. 

Lisa Mayone
Village Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
The Village of Saugerties 

Board of Trustees will hold a 
Public Hearing 

on February 19, 2019 at 
5:20 in the Hooks Room of the 
Fire Department, 43 Partition 
Street, Saugerties.  

The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive com-
ments on the Petition for 
Change of Zoning made by 
Chestnut Hill Holdings Goup, 
LLC. 

This petition requests a zon-
ing change from B2 to R2 for 
property located on Teetsel 
Street.

A copy of the petition is 
available at the Village Clerks 
offi ce. 

All interested parties will be 
heard.

Lisa Mayone
Village Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT the Saugerties Town 
Planning Board will meet on 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
at 7:30p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter, on the corner of Market 
& Robinson Street, to hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING for a SITE 
PLAN/SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
for a SOLAR PROJECT on land 
located at 1751 OLD KINGS 
HIGHWAY (SBL#8.4-8-12.100) 
and owned by TRNKA TRUST.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN 
OF SAUGERTIES PLANNING 
BOARD

C. HOWARD POST, CHAIR-
MAN

LEGAL NOTICE
282 Tinker LLC, a domes-

tic LLC, fi led with the SSNY 
on 1/1/18. Offi ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY is des-
ignated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 282 Tinker St, 
Woodstock, NY 12498. Pur-
pose: any lawful.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT the Saugerties Town 
Planning Board will meet on 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 
at 7:30p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter, on the corner of Market 
& Robinson Street, to hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING for a 2-LOT  
SUBDIVISION on  land located 
at 233 WEST CAMP ROAD 
(SBL#9.1-2-10) and owned by 
JESSICA KEIL.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN 
OF SAUGERTIES PLANNING 
BOARD

C. HOWARD POST, CHAIR-
MAN

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF RESOLUTION 

ADOPTED SUBJECT TO A PER-
MISSIVE REFERENDUM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that the Town Board of the 
Town of Saugerties, County 
of Ulster, State of New York, 
at a regular meeting held on 
November 7, 2018, duly ad-
opted a resolution, subject to 
a permissive referendum, an 
abstract of which is as follows:

A resolution by the Town 
Board of the Town of Sau-
gerties approving the ex-
change of certain real proper-
ty with Northeast Solite Corp., 

with the Town of Saugerties 
to transfer any and all of its 
right, title and interest in and 
to certain lands to Northeast 
Solite Corp. more particularly 
described in Schedule “A” at-
tached hereto and made a 
part hereof, in exchange for 
two (2) parcels of land to be 
transferred by Northeast So-
lite Corp. to the Town of Sau-
gerties, all as shown on a map 
prepared by Praetorius and 
Conrad, PC for Northeast So-
lite Corp, dated October 20, 
2017.  A copy of the survey 
map is available for inspection 
in the offi ce of the Town Clerk 
during regular offi ce hours.

By Order of the Town Board
Lisa A. Stanley, Saugerties 

Town Clerk
SCHEDULE “A”
Parcel 3 – to be conveyed 

to Northeast Solite by the Town 
of Saugerties (Undeveloped 
Genesee Street) Prepared for 
Northeast Solite Corp.

All that certain lot, piece 
or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in the Town of Sau-
gerties, County of Ulster and 
State of New York, designated 
as Parcel 3 on a map entitled 
“Subdivision Map – Prepared 
for Northeast Solite Corp.” 
dated 22 August 2018 by 
Praetorius and Conrad, PC, 
and fi led in the Ulster County 
Clerk’s Offi ce as Document 
No. 18-023 on 24 August 
2018, and being more particu-
larly bounded and described 
as follows:

Beginning at a point on the 
Northerly line lands now or for-
merly of Northeast Solite, Par-
cel 2 as shown on the above 
described Subdivision Map, 
said point also being on the 

Easterly line of a public road 
known as Geneva Street and 
at the Southwesterly corner of 
the herein described parcel of 
land, and running thence along 
said Geneva Street, N11¬ 50’ 
27” E 81.37’ (feet) to a point; 
thence, through an undevel-
oped road known as Genesee 
Street, S79 09’ 50” E 330.48 
(feet) to a point; thence along 
the Northerly line of aforesaid 
Parcel 2, the following three 
(3) courses:  1.  S84 02’ 28” 
W 74.73’ (feet) to a point; 2.  
S89 14’ 23” W 213.30’ (feet) 
to a point in the bluestone 
monument; 3.  S82 38’ 53” 
W 54.12’ (feet) to the point or 
place of beginning.  Containing 
0.309 acres of land more or 
less.

LEGAL NOTICE
TEN % ACRES LLC Articles 

of Org. fi led NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/5/2019. Offi ce in 
Greene Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail  pro-
cess to PO Box 357, Hunter, 
NY 12442.  Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

WINDMILL WINE & SPIRITS 
LLC

Articles of Organization fi led 
with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on: 01/28/2019 
Offi ce location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
253 Main Street, Saugerties, 
NY 12477. Purpose: is any 
lawful activity.

www.osmanager4.com/advcustomerlanding.as 
px?co=1&cid=2737917.

Rummage Sale
The Saugerties United Methodist Church, 67 Washing-
ton Ave., will hold a rummage sale on Friday, March 1 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday, March 2 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The sale will include clothing, house-
hold goods, books and toys. For more information, 
call 246-7802.

Friends of Historic Saugerties talk
The Friends of Historic Saugerties will present a talk 
by Evan Pritchard at their monthly meeting on Sat-
urday, March 2 at 2 p.m. in the community room of 
the Saugerties Public Library, 91 Washington Ave. In 
the illustrated lecture, “Mama Roch, Female Sachem 
of Ulster County: Her Esopus Munsee People, Their 
Land and Their Fate,” Pritchard will present his latest 
research. Esopus Munsee territory occupied most of 
today’s Ulster County and parts of Orange County, 
as well: the shoreline from Saugerties south to Storm 
King (Pasquaskeck) and along the Minisink Trail (209) 
from Kingston to Basha Kill. Using maps and quotes, 
Pritchard will bring Mama Roch’s nation to life and 
explore her life, including her inspiring “Peace Speech” 
of April 21, 1675. A Q&A session and book signing will 
follow the talk. 

Pritchard (Mi’kmaq) is the author of 40 books, in-
cluding Native New Yorkers, Henry Hudson and the Al-
gonquins (Council Oak Books) No Word For Time (Mil-
lichap) and the newly self-published The Tappan: Keep-
ers of the River Crossings. He has appeared frequently 
on TV and on hundreds of radio shows and taught 
classes for 20 years at Pace, Vassar and Marist while 
lecturing at dozens of other institutions. Pritchard hosts 
the Tribal Harmony series at the Falcon Jazz Club and 
in 2015 received the Helen Wilkinson Reynolds Lifetime 
Achievement award for New York State History from 
the Dutchess County Historical Society. All Friends of 
Historic Saugerties talks are free and open to anyone 
interested in history.  Seating is limited.

Bible study
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
off er a weekly Bible study on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome. For more information, call Lecia 
at (845) 246-5975.

Sports Hall of Fame Club banquet
The Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame club will hold its 
2019 induction banquet on Saturday, April 13 at Dia-
mond Mills, 25 South Partition St. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
followed by a cocktail hour, ceremonies and dinner. 
The inductees will be George Beisel, John Gambino, 
Gregg Jones, John Parker and Robert Dodig, Jr. Tick-
ets cost $30, available from Mike Hasenbalg at mike-

hasenbalg@yahoo.com 
or (914) 388-2348. Early 
reservations are recom-
mended as the event 
sells out.

GoSmartGoGreen Fair
Climate Smart Sau-
gerties Task Force and 
the Saugerties Chamber 
of Commerce are co-
sponsoring the “GoS-
martGoGreen Fair” on 
Saturday, May 4 from 
noon to 4 p.m. at the 
Senior Center on Market 
St. The purpose of the 
fair is to let businesses 
and residents know 
about resources to 
help them save money 
on energy and services 
while decreasing their 
carbon footprint. Ad-
mission is free. 

The organizers are 
still seeking suppliers 
of green products and 
services that are appro-
priate. Applications are 
available at Discover-
Saugerties.com. The fee 
is $25, which helps de-
fray the cost of adver-
tising and promotion. 
For more information, 
email info@discover-
saugerties.com.

Seeking donations 
for food pantry
The Saugerties Area 
Council of Churches 
Food Pantry at 44 
Livingston St. is seek-
ing donations from 
the public to keep the 
service available to the 
approximately 500 people in the Saugerties area who 
utilize it every month. Donations are tax-deductible. 
Mail donations to Saugerties Food Pantry, Box 723, 
Saugerties NY 12477.

Home energy assistance program benefi ts 
now available
Qualifi ed households may now apply for Home En-
ergy Assistance Program (HEAP) grants, a federally 

funded program that provides regular and emergency 
fi nancial assistance to help pay heating and utility bills. 
The grants are available through local Department 
of Social Services (DSS) offi  ces and Offi  ces for the 
Aging. Customers of Central Hudson Gas & Electric 
Corp. who receive a HEAP benefi t toward their ac-
count will be issued a monthly credit on their bill for 
a maximum of 12 months based on service type and 
amount of HEAP benefi t. Emergency HEAP grants will 
be available through March 15. To apply, customers may 

2019 Boys’ State candidates selected
B O Y S ’  S T A T E  I S  A  L E A D E R S H I P  A C T I O N  P R O G R A M  in which qualifi ed high school 
juniors take part in a practical government course, designed to develop a working knowl-
edge of the structure of government in young citizens and to impress upon them the fact 
that their government is what they make it.
According to Kevin Pendergast of American Legion Post #72 of Saugerties, this year’s 
delegates, nominated by the faculty of Saugerties High School and selected by the Ameri-
can Legion Boys’ State Committee, are Jeremy Cornelison (son of Timothy and Donna 
Cornelison), Caleb Vickery (son of Shawn and Bonnie Vickery), Ethan ViaPietrzak (son of 
Charles and Jamie Monroe), Randy Dodig (son of Randy and Lisa Dodig), Carter Vail (son 
of Greg and Ginger Vail), and Mark Danza (son of Mark and Sherri Danza).
Only young men with outstanding qualifi cations in leadership, character, scholarship, ser-
vice and citizenship who have a serious attitude toward intensive citizenship training are 
selected. More than 1,000 young men from across the state will join together at the State 
University at Morrisville, New York.

Pictured left to right, standing: Carter Vail, Ethan ViaPietrzak, Randy Dodig, Caleb 
Vickery, Mark Danza and Jeremy Cornelison. Pictured left to right, seated: Teri 
Tompkins, fi nance offi  cer, Kevin Pendergast, Commander, Vince Buono, historian 
William Payne and all of American Legion Post #72. 
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LEGAL NOTICE
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING 

AN EXISTING LOCAL LAW
LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF THE 

YEAR 2019 OF THE VILLAGE 
OF SAUGERTIES

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING 
CHAPTER 171, ARTICLE III OF 
THE CODE OF THE VILLAGE 

OF SAUGERTIES
BE IT ENACTED by the Vil-

lage Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Saugerties, as fol-
lows:

SECTION 1 – AMEND-
MENT OF §171-21(A) OF 
THE CODE OF THE VIL-
LAGE OF SAUGERTIES

Section 171(A) of the Code 
of the Village of Saugerties is 
amended to read as follows:

To be eligible for the ex-
emptions provided by § 467 
or § 459-c of the New York 
State Real Property Tax Law 
and implemented by this ar-
ticle, the maximum income of 

such persons defi ned in either 
§ 171-20A or B shall not ex-
ceed $29,000 to qualify for 
the fi fty-percent exemption. 
Additionally, any such person 
having a higher income shall 
be eligible for an exemption in 
accordance with the following 
schedule:

SECTION 2 -- SEVER-
ABILITY

If any clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision or part 
of this Local Law or the appli-
cation thereof to any person, 
fi rm or corporation, or circum-
stances, shall be adjudicated 
by any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid or 

unconstitutional, such order 
or judgment shall not affect, 
impair, or invalidate the re-
mainder thereof, but shall be 
confi ned in its operation to the 
clause, sentence, paragraph, 
subdivision, or part of this 
Local Law or in its applica-
tion to the person, individual, 
fi rm or corporation, or circum-

stances, directly involved in 
the controversy in which such 
judgment or order shall be 
rendered.  

SECTION 3 – EFFECT OF 
AMENDMENT

This amendment shall mod-
ify only §171(A) of the Code 
of the Village of Saugerties as 
described above.  No other 

portion of said code is amend-
ed or modifi ed by reason of 
this Local Law.

SECTION 4 – EFFECTIVE 
DATE

This Local Law shall be ef-
fective as provided by law, 
upon fi ling and acceptance by 
the Secretary of State.

Annual Income of Owner or Combined 
Incomes of Owners

Percentage Assessed 
Valuation Exempt 

from Taxation

$29,000 or less 50%
More than $29,000 but less than $30,000 45%
More than $30,000 but less than $31,000 40%
More than $31,000 but less than $32,000 35%
More than $32,000 but less than $32,900 30%
More than $32,900 but less than $33,800 25%
More than $33,800 but less than $34,700 20%
More than $34,700 but less than $35,600 15%
More than $35,600 but less than $36,500 10%
More than $36,500 but less than $37,400 5%

LEGAL NOTICES

contact their local DSS offi  ce, call (800) 342-3009, 
or visitwww.mybenefi ts.ny.gov. For more information 
on HEAP eligibility requirements and benefi ts, visit 
www.CentralHudson.com/HEAP or http://otda.ny.gov/
programs/heap/program.asp.

Composting program at Transfer Station
The Town of Saugerties Transfer Station is conducting 
a pilot program for residential, non-commercial users 
in Saugerties, Woodstock and Shandaken to deter-
mine if composting will reduce the overall tonnage of 
household garbage sent to the Ulster County Resource 
Recovery Agency. Hours are Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring a reusable con-
tainer (3- to-5-gallon bucket) with weekly accumula-
tion of food waste. The service is free with a transfer 
station permit or a composting permit. A resident 
permit costs $35 per year, a non-resident permit is 
$55 annually. A composting permit for both residents 
and non-residents is $15 per year. All food waste may 
be dropped off , but liquids, grease and oils are not 
permitted. Do not use plastic bags.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Call for visual artists
Apply now for the 17th annual Saugerties Artists Stu-
dio Tour to be held Aug. 9-11. The deadline to apply 
is April 1. Artists must exhibit a unique creative voice 
and ability and off er studio accessibility. Studios must 
be physically located in the town of Saugerties. Artists 
working in all media will be considered. To apply or 
for more information, visit www.saugertiesarttour.org 
(click on the “contact” button) or email tour coordina-
tor Barbara Bravo at bbravo@hvc.rr.com.

Closing reception for Emerge Gallery show, 
‘Exit 20’
Emerge Gallery at 228 Main St. will host a closing recep-
tion for “Exit 20: An Exhibition of Work by Saugerties 
Artists” on Sunday, Feb. 27 from 2-4 p.m. More than 
20 artists living and working in Saugerties are partici-
pating in the show. The gallery is also exhibiting the 
community sculpture, “Flotsam & Jetsam,” created by 
the Saugerties community as part of Shout Out Sau-
gerties, a town-wide celebration of the arts. The dragon 
sculpture was crafted with donated plastic bottles, 
corks, netting and other recycled materials collected 
by community members, created over a period of three 
weekends in October by members of the Saugerties 
community. Visitors to Emerge Gallery may contribute 
to the creation throughout February, writing a good 
wish on crepe paper and adding it to the sculpture to 
help fi ll it with color. Artwork in the gallery may be 
viewed or purchased online at www.emergegalleryny.
com. For more information, call (845) 247-7515.

Saugerties Tourism photography contest
The Town of Saugerties Tourism committee is sponsor-
ing a photography contest for images of landscapes, 
events and historic sites within the town of Saugerties. 
The contest will end March 1 at 5 p.m. The winner will 
be featured in this year’s “Discover Saugerties” guide 
published by the Saugerties Chamber of Commerce. 
First prize is $100, second prize is $50 and third prize 
is $25. All prizes are donated. Contest forms are avail-
able at Town Hall or by contacting Marjorie Block at 
saugertiestourism@gmail.com. All photographic entries 
may be e-mailed to saugertiestourism@gmail.com.

Photography exhibit ‘Here is My Walden’

The Saugerties Public Library will present the color 
photographs of local resident Steve Gentile in the Ste-
phen L. Crohn Exhibition Gallery Friday, March 1 through 
Monday, April 30. A public reception is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 9 from 2-4 p.m. On display will be 
selections from the photographer’s Platte Clove swim-
ming hole portfolio, “Here is My Walden.”

The photographs in this series began in 2016 as 
the political and social ground began to swell and the 

shifting sands of private and public dialog became 
heightened and loud, impossible to ignore. “I sought 
a place, close to home, for quiet, neutral self-refl ection 
– politically, emotionally, psychologically – to return to 
my voice and vision, fi nd a balance, and refl ect on what 
had abruptly become an altered, misshapen outside 
world,” says the artist.

In the water of a natural, Platte Clove swimming 
hole, Gentile discovered his “Walden.” The photog-
rapher works with several planes of vision simultane-
ously: what’s being refl ected, what’s on the water’s 
surface, and what’s beneath the surface. All images 
are produced in camera (not in post-production), thus 
any aberrations and distortions are naturally occurring 
and recorded as seen. 

“In presenting the work as observed, I wanted to 
create a safe place for the viewer to fall into the fl uid 
bed of the image to discover her or his own soft, natu-
rally inspired reality,” says Gentile. Regular visits in all 
seasons have produced some surprising results. The 
portfolio is also a soft acknowledgment and a respect-
ful homage to the Hudson River School artists and their 
pioneering creative spirit.
Gentile has recently exhibited his photography at the 
Howland Cultural Center (Beacon), the Griffi  n Museum 
of Photography (Boston), Emerge Gallery (Saugerties), 
Center for Photography at Woodstock (Woodstock), 
Davis Orton Gallery (Hudson), The Dorsky Museum 
(New Paltz), The Wired Gallery (High Falls), and Intima 
Gallery (Saugerties). 

Cable picks this week
Friday, Feb. 15 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “The Garage” with 
Steve Butler. This episode: Breadside Table.

Friday, Feb. 15 at 2 and 9 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 
17 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Put Some Color in Your Life” 
with Graeme Stevenson. Travel to see various artists 
in their studios.

Saturday, Feb. 16 at 1 and 7 p.m. “The Yoga Show” 
with Gwen Jones. This episode: Cardio Yoga 2.

Monday, Feb. 18 at 1 and 7 p.m. “Ask Ralph & La-
hni: The Paleo Herbalists.” This episode: Addressing 
allergies.

Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 1 and 8 p.m. “The Garage” with 
Steve Butler. This episode: Danish Facelift.

Wednesday, Feb. 20 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “The Yoga 
Show” with Gwen Jones. This episode: Tap into Your 
Yoga Technique.

Thursday, Feb. 21 at 1 and 6 p.m. “Groovy Glass: The 
Art of Glassmaking, Episode 101.”

Thursday, Feb. 21 at 7 p.m. “Classic Movie Night.” 
This week: Little Lord Fauntleroy (1921). 

CIVIC
Democrats invited to run for offi  ce
The Saugerties Democratic Committee is inviting en-
rolled Democrats to consider running for public offi  ce 
in the November 2019 election. The positions on the 
ballot will include three county legislators for Dist. 1 

(Blue Mountain), Dist. 2 (the village and Malden) and 
Dist. 3 (Glasco and the northern part of the Town of 
Ulster). In the town of Saugerties, the ballot will include 
the supervisor and two Town Board seats. Interested 
individuals may call Lanny Walter at 246-4668 or e-
mail him at lanny@lannywalter.com. The deadline is 
fast approaching; the time to act is now. 

Republican Party candidates wanted
The Saugerties Republican Committee invites anyone 
whose values are in line with Republican principles to 
consider running for public offi  ce in this November’s 
election. Interested individuals may submit a resume 
with email address to Melissa Jaeger, 737 Blue Moun-
tain Rd., Saugerties NY 12477. The deadline to submit 
is Saturday, Feb. 16. Anyone missing the deadline will 
not be considered. Potential candidates will be notifi ed 
via email of the date of their interview for the com-
mittee’s screening process. For more information, call 
committee chair Melissa Jaeger at 247-3401 or email 
takieko@hvc.rr.com.

 Planning Board meeting
The Saugerties Town Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 7:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Center, 207 Market St. The projects up for consideration 
include solar projects on Lauren Tice Rd. and Old Kings 
Hwy. and a lot subdivision on West Camp Rd.

SCHOOLS
Scholarship opportunity
The Saugerties Lions Club will once again off er their an-
nual Joseph Bosco, Jr. Memorial Scholarship in memory 
of the Lions Club member who was an outstanding 
citizen of Saugerties. The Saugerties Lions Club is a 
service organization chartered in Saugerties in 1932. 
The club’s primary mission is to serve the Saugerties 
community and enhance the well-being of its citizens.
The scholarship awards $1,000 per year for four years 
(for a total of $4,000) to any graduating senior living 
in the town of Saugerties or attending Saugerties High 
School to help further their education with the inten-
tion of being able to enrich their community. Applica-
tions may be picked up at the Saugerties Senior High 
guidance offi  ce after Feb. 19. Applications should be 
returned by April 22 to the guidance offi  ce or mailed 
to Saugerties Lions Club, Box 32, Saugerties NY 12477. 

Local students of note
The College of Saint Rose in Albany has named the fol-
lowing local students to the Dean’s List for the fall 2018 
semester: Amanda Esposito of Glasco and Taylor Foley, 
Meghan Hackett and Matthew Seyfarth of Saugerties. 
Full-time undergraduate students who complete a 
minimum of 12 graded credit hours and who achieve 
a semester average of 3.5 with no D, F, or incomplete 
grade are eligible for the Dean’s List.
The University of Hartford placed Erica Wolf of Sau-
gerties on its Dean’s List Continued on next page

We Carry This Message by Steve Gentile.
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A winter 
walk with 
dad

O ne cold winter day in a late 
February, my dad decided that it was 
a good time to do some animal track-
ing. My mom dressed us kids in an 
ample amount of winter gear suitable 

for the Russian outback. We trekked up the hill be-
hind our house in Willow for a winter hike.

Ours was a twofold quest. The light snow that 
had fallen the previous night would leave clear trails 
to any woodland creatures. The second purpose was 
that dad was always looking for discarded antlers 
left behind by the whitetails in our area. These horns 
are not easily found. They are soon consumed by 
squirrels, porcupines, rabbits and mice. I have one 
hanging in my garage, from a spike horn, chewed 
almost in half by a hungry varmint found by my dad 
on Mount Tobias.

My dad always carried a note pad and a pencil 
with him. We were to record any prints we found. 
Squirrels and rabbits are sometimes easy to mix up; 
rabbits have round toes and fur on their feet, while 
squirrels have much longer toes. Also, rabbit tracks 
only stop at the base of a tree if they’re one of Lewis 
Carroll’s famous rabbit holes.

Some hunters claim they can tell the difference 
between a male and female deer by their tracks. My 
dad said he did not have that expertise, so he’d be 
guided by the size, though tracks in mud or snow can 
spread out, making them appear bigger.

That antlered sleigh-pulling creature probably 
roamed far north of where we were and came once 
a year, leaving hoofprints only on the roof.

We were lucky to see raccoon tracks, which I re-
member being like a baby’s hand. We followed the 
trail to a large pine. Although we couldn’t see the 
creature, my dad was sure he was nested up sleeping. 
Most of the time they wander after dark.

My dad never passed by a learning opportunity. 
He’d pointed out the tree rubbings left by a local 
buck’s antlers. The creature was simply marking 
his territory, announcing to intruders that this, his 
neighborhood, was not to be shared. Although these 
tree rubbings were left in the fall, my dad noted them 
as a place to return to at hunting season. My dad was 
a very successful hunter. He brought home a buck 
every year that I can remember.

 The only movement we saw that day was from 
birds. Though none landed on the ground, we took 
note of their winter songs. My folks never fed the 
birds like I do, with ten bird feeders on my deck, af-
fording me the red-carpet treatment at the feed store.

My mom had tossed out the crusts of bread left 

OUTDOORS
Barbara Buono

over from us kids. This feeding station attracted the 
squirrels, whose tracks were easy to see. I do not 
eat crusts yet today, and I continue with the family 
tradition.

That night my grandmother told us another Na-
tive American legend about how the rabbit got its 
long ears. Apparently the rabbit got tired of the green 
grass that grew around his willow tree. And the tree 
was covered with beautiful shoots growing just be-
yond his reach. The rabbit used his magic powers 
to produce a snowstorm. As the snow began to pile 
up, he was able to reach the sweet new growth. He 
ate his fill and decided to take a nap.

When he awakened, the sun had melted the snow 
and he couldn’t get down. As he reached out to get a 
branch, he slipped and his ears caught on a limb and 
he just hung there. His ears stretched to twice their 
size. This is why the rabbit has those long ears today.

I don’t remember what Indian tribe this legend 
was from, or even if these accounts were anywhere 
near accurate, I doubt my grandma ever knew, 
though her stories delighted the hearts of us kids 
for years.

My dad had picked that February afternoon as 
the perfect day to take us on this adventure. It was 
shrewd timing on his part. We had made at least five 
snowmen along the path to the shed. Our snow fort 
had long lost its interest. The runners on our sleds 
were no longer rusty.

To this day I check tracks in and around my Little 
Muddy. And of course I examine the deer tracks in 
and around my shrubs, which happen to be the very 
tastiest in the area. This season, check out the crea-
tures tracking around your neighborhood, and do 
remember to listen to the silence of winter. ●

Continued from page 15

for fall 2018.
At Hofstra University in Hempstead, Mason Rothe 

of Saugerties achieved a perfect 4.0 GPA during the 
fall 2018 semester, earning him a spot on the Provost’s 
List. Kamryn Ilgner of Saugerties earned placement on 
the Dean’s List. 

Lane Sulzer of Saugerties graduated from Lasell 
College in December. Sulzer earned a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in sports management. The college’s 165th 
commencement ceremony will take place on May 11, 
2019 on campus.

Saugerties school district community outreach 
forum series
The Saugerties Central School District will continue to 
host several family- and student-oriented community 
outreach forums at the Saugerties Jr./Sr. High School. 
The next forum will be held on Monday, Feb. 21 at 6 
p.m. with registered dietician Liz Westinghouse. March 
25 at 7 p.m. will feature speaker John Halligan, who 
will share Ryan’s Story, a father’s hard-earned lesson 
about cyberbullying and suicide. April’s forum on the 
25th at 7 p.m. will bring licensed mental health coun-
selor Ricky Caliendo to the school to discuss childhood 
and adolescent anxiety and the fi nal forum in May, on 
a date yet to be determined, will seek to raise aware-
ness about the harmful eff ects of vaping. Each forum 
is free and open to the public and will provide ample 
opportunities for Q&A with attendees.

Kindergarten registration
Kindergarten registration in the Saugerties Central 
School District will be held in each of the four elemen-
tary schools Tuesday through Thursday, Feb. 26-28 
between the hours of 9:30-11:15 a.m. and noon to 2 
p.m. In order to be eligible for kindergarten this fall, 
children must be fi ve (5) years of age on or before 
December 1, 2019, and be fully immunized against polio, 
diphtheria, rubella, measles and mumps, hepatitis b 
and varicella. Registration packets have been mailed 
to parents. Those who have not received packets may 
call the elementary school closest to their residence 
at 247-6500.

Mountain Laurel Waldorf School 
scholarship opportunity for seventh graders
The NoVo Foundation is off ering a full scholarship 
for two students entering seventh grade at Mountain 
Laurel Waldorf School in the 2019-20 school year. The 
scholarship is based on fi nancial need, made possible 
by a grant from the grant from the NoVo Foundation. 
Recipients will retain their tuition-free places through 
graduation from eighth grade. For more information 
or to apply, visit www.mountainlaurel.org or call (845) 

255-0033. The application deadline is March 4.

LIBRARY
Free screening of A Hard Day’s Night
Come to the library on Saturday, Feb. 16 at 6 p.m. to see 
A Hard Day’s Night (1964). The British musical comedy 
fi lm directed by Richard Lester stars John Lennon, Paul 
McCartney, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr, fi lmed 
during the height of Beatlemania.

Holiday hours
The library will be closed on Monday, Feb. 18 in obser-
vance of the Presidents’ Day holiday. The library will 
reopen on Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 10 a.m. 

New to Social Security?
Get the facts on Wednesday, Feb. 20 at 6 p.m. Medicare 
comes at age 65 and Social Security age 66. They are 
the “one-two” punch of your mid 60s and, more impor-
tantly, your retirement. Learn more with the instructor’s 
access to Social Security Maximization software that 
can calculate when and how it’s best to take Social 
Security. Free.

Mother-less daughters support group
A monthly support group for women who have lost 
their mothers or are estranged from their mothers will 
meet on Thursday, Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. 

Friends meeting
The Friends of the Saugerties Public Library will meet 
on Monday, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. in the library’s commu-
nity room.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid fun night
Wimpy Kid fans are invited to join the fun on Monday, 
Feb. 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the children’s room. Play the 
Cheese Touch Game, Balloon Truth or Dare, the Shame 
Game and more. For ages 7-12. Snow date is Monday, 
March 4 at 6:30 p.m.

SPL Book Club
The reading selection is My Antonia by Willa Cather. 
Everyone is welcome to join the discussion on Wednes-
day, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. 

Calling all authors
Sign up by March 29 to read a segment of your writing 
at an author event to be held Saturday, April 13 at 1 p.m.

Thursday SPL Book Club
The group will meet on Thursday, Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m.
The reading selection is The Farm by Tom Rob Smith.

Adult literacy
Through an Adult Literacy Mini Grant from the Mid-
Hudson Library, new materials have been added to the 
collection to assist learners. Free English classes/clases 
de Ingles are held at the library in the community room 
every Tuesday and Thursday at 9:15 a.m. in partnership 
with Ulster Literacy. No registration required.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington 
Ave. The library webpage is www.saugertiespublicli-
brary.org. Calls and emails are welcome at 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org. ●


