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Rodriguez’s
denouement 
New Paltz legislator’s 
political career 
crumbles

by Hillary Harvey

A
FTER THE JANUARY 7 orga-
nizational meeting of the Ul-
ster County Legislature, there 
was a new majority party (the 

Democrats), a new chair of the Legisla-
ture (Tracey Bartels) and a series of lin-
gering questions.

New Paltz Democrat and Minority 
Leader Hector Rodriguez had been in the 
legislature for 16 years, and was next in 
line among Democrats for a leadership 
position. When Saugerties Legislator 
Joe Maloney switched parties last year, 
it handed the legislature’s slim majority 
over to the Democrats, prompting them 
to vote Republican Ken Ronk out of lead-
ership — a rare mid-term shift for the leg-
islature. Rodriguez would have been the 
fi rst Hispanic chair of the legislature.

After being the initial party pick, Ro-
driguez withdrew his name from consid-
eration. The Democrats said that Rodri-
guez couldn’t get all 12 votes. But there 
were whispers that there was more to 
the story, and that it involved interac-
tions with women.

The line between friendship
and organizing

In October 2017, Oriana Mayorga was 
a community organizer and activist for 
Citizen Action when she was introduced 

by Sharyn Flanagan

D
URING THE PUBLIC comment portion of the recent regular meeting of the New Paltz 
Central School District Board of Education on Wednesday, February 13, a number 
of parents of students in the district expressed their dissatisfaction with school ad-
ministration response to a 

succession of troubling incidents in the 
schools. 

The fi rst speaker was a parent repre-
senting the New Paltz Racial Equity Co-
alition and Sisters of Sojourner Truth. 
She read from a prepared statement 
signed by 124 members of the group and 
non-affi  liated community members. 
Ten of the signers were also present at 
the meeting, standing in solidarity with 
their representative as she spoke. 

“Recent incidents of racism, sexual 
assault, bullying and threats of violence framed by administration as isolated, despite their 
frequency, call to our attention yet again how much work we have to do in order to honor the 
district’s mission.” The speaker noted that the district’s educational master plan established a 
“commitment to measured excellence and continuous growth and development of all,” creat-
ing students who are “passionate about learning and empowered to achieve their dreams.”

The incidents that have occurred may appear on the surface to be separate situations, she 

 School safety in question
Parents say New Paltz School District administration 

response to troubling incidents is insuffi  cient
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Retaining wall on Rondout
Creek threatened by runoff 

Sports

Nordic skiing: New Paltz wins team titles at Section 9 meet
Boys swimming: New Paltz second in Section 9 meet

In our own backyard Rosendale

Learning to love the wily
Eastern coyote

16 515 17

Hector Rodriguez.

ILLUSTRATION OF NEW PALTZ HIGH SCHOOL BY LAUREN THOMAS

“Recent incidents of racism, 
sexual assault, bullying 
and threats of violence 

have been framed by the  
administration as isolated.”
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

NEW PALTZ | EVENTTwo Maya Gold Foundation 
scholarships available

The Maya Gold Foundation will off er two commu-
nity service scholarships in support of the mission 
of the foundation., which is to empower youth to 
access their inner wisdom and realize their dreams. 
The scholarships are off ered to Hudson Valley high 
school freshman, sophomores and juniors who are 
committed to participate in a community service 
project or service initiative. The goal is to support 
two students in realizing this commitment with a 
$500 cash scholarship per student.

Scholarship applications are due by May 1. For 
more information and to apply, go to http://www.
mayagoldfoundation.org/stay-in-touch/apply.

Gardiner Library off ers AARP
tax preparation help 

The Gardiner Library and the AARP Tax Aide will 
provide free tax services to low and moderate in-
come taxpayers starting Monday, March 11 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The program continues each Monday 
through April 8.

Appointments are required and can be made by 
calling (845) 443-8823 weekdays between 11 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. or e-mail anytime UlsterTaxAide@Mail.
Com, providing your name and phone number to 
schedule an appointment. Leave a message at other 
times and the call will be returned. AARP tax aide 
volunteers will review what is needed to fi le, loca-
tions, what appointments are available and what the 
client’s paperwork responsibilities are.

Generally, the program can handle simple returns 
involving wages, cash businesses, dividends, distri-
butions, social security, pension and routine item-
izations. Once you arrive, a greeter will ask you to fi ll 
out needed information and after review, a tax aide 
will prepare your return. Your return will then be 
quality checked by another aide to ensure accuracy. 
The tax aides will electronically transmit your return 
and provide you with a copy for your fi les.

Services take place in the community room. The 
library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For fur-
ther information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org. 

Repair Café in Gardiner

The Gardiner Library will host a Repair Café this 
Sunday, February 24 from 1 to 4 p.m. Repair Café is 
a free event where community members bring be-
loved but broken items, and together, with volunteer 
repair coaches, fi x them. Broken items include small 
appliances, lamps, clothing, frames, chairs and 
more. There will be free coff ee and tea (bring your 
own mug) and baked treats and fruit for sale. Cur-
rently, the café is looking for repair coaches to guide 
people in fi xing all kinds of things. Repair coaches 
bring their own tools and supplies and off er repairs 
at no cost. If you would like to volunteer, the com-
mitment can be on a per-event basis.

Visit www.facebook.com/repaircafehudsonvalley 
for more information about Repair Café or call Ni-

The group’s major fundraiser is the SnowBall din-
ner dance and silent auction, which will be held this 
year this Saturday, February 23 from 6:30-11 p.m. at 
Novella’s, located at 2 Terwilliger Lane in New Paltz 
The cost is $60 per person with advance ticket pur-
chase or $65 at the door. Beer and wine, along with 
soft drinks, coff ee and tea, are included with the buf-
fet dinner and there will also be a cash bar available.

Funds are raised at the event through table spon-
sors, a raffl  e and 50/50 drawing, and the silent auc-
tion of items donated by local businesses. The High-
land Rotary Club also gives a generous donation 
each year.

The year’s event will feature something new: the 
inauguration of the Highland Hall of Fame for nota-
ble alumni. The fi rst inductees will be Dr. Katherine 
Magliano and Benjamin Bragg. The latter graduated 
from Highland High School in 1942 and remained an 
active supporter of the district until his recent pass-
ing in November. A Husky Pride Award will also be 
given to a staff  member who goes “above and be-
yond for the kids.”

Volunteer for the Town of New Paltz

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers 
to serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water 
Open Space Protection Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Police Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee, Public Access Committee and the Recreation 
Committee. Interested parties are asked to submit a 
letter of interest and resume to the supervisor’s of-
fi ce at P.O. Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail 
assistant@townofnewpaltz.org.

cole at 255-1255. The Gardiner Repair Café meets in 
the Gardiner Library community room, located at 133 
Farmer’s Turnpike in Gardiner. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Second meeting of the Elting Library 
book club

 The next meeting of the Elting Library book club 
will be on Monday, February 25, 6 p.m., at the li-
brary, located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz. The 
non-fi ction book chosen this month is Ice Bound by 
Jerri Nielsen, MD. It’s the story of the doctor’s battle 
for survival in Antarctica.

For additional information, call 255-5030.

SnowBall school fundraiser in 
Highland to be held on February 23

The Highland Educational Foundation in the High-
land Central School District operates as a nonprofi t 
with the purpose of raising funds to give students op-
portunities not allowed for in the operating budget, 
enriching their studies and enhancing their overall 
school experience.

Mardi Gras celebration at Elting Library

E
LTING MEMORIAL LIBRARY will host a Mardi Gras celebration on Sunday, March 3 from 
5 to 8 p.m., that is free and open to the public. This intergenerational event will feature 
live music with the Bernstein Bard Bon Temps Band, Cajun dancing, a sampling of tradi-
tional New Orleans food, children's activities and even a “shoebox” fl oat parade. Come 

in costume or make your own mask once you arrive -- there will be plenty of supplies available to 
help you create and fl aunt your Mardi Gras fl air.

 The library is located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz. For additional information, call (845) 255-
5030.

LAUREN THOMAS

The community room at the Elting Memorial Library during a previous Mardi Gras celebration.
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ruary 23 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the New Paltz United 
Methodist Church, located at the corner of Main and 
Grove streets. Learn of his peace mission right here 
in Ulster County. Snacks will be provided. The event 
is part of the Carleton Mabee lecture series.

Ulster BOCES Career & Technical 
Center hosts information event

The Ulster BOCES Career & Technical Center is 
hosting a parent information night this Thursday, 
February 21 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Ulster BOCES 
campus on Route 9W in Port Ewen. The snow date 
for this event is Tuesday, February 26 from 5 to 7 
p.m. Prospective students are welcome to accom-
pany their parents. 

Guests will be able to visit the classrooms and ex-
plore the work labs related to their children’s profes-
sional areas of interest. Courses for more than two-
dozen fi elds of study are available in areas ranging 
from information technology, healthcare, criminal 
justice, automotive, manufacturing technology, cu-
linary, aviation and a variety of other trade areas. 
Students enrolled in these programs graduate col-
lege- and are career-ready, thanks to instructors who 
emphasize hands-on training, utilizing state-of-the-
art technology and equipment. Several programs 
include the opportunity to earn college credits while 
in high school. 

If you cannot make the information session but 
are still interested in learning about these programs, 
call (845) 331-6680 and speak with the guidance staff  
or visit www.ulsterboces.org.

Women’s Studio Workshop to hold
its 22nd annual Chili Bowl Fiesta 

On February 23, the Women’s Studio Workshop 
(WSW) will transform the SUNY Ulster dining hall 
with a vast and colorful landscape of hand-crafted 
pottery to celebrate over two decades of ceramics 
and community. This is the second year the event 
will be hosted in the dining hall at SUNY Ulster, pro-
viding them with more space to showcase the in-
creasing amount of bowls, attendees and chili. 

 Every bowl purchased at the Chili Bowl Fiesta 
comes with a hearty helping of chili. Each year, the 
Chili Bowl Fiesta draws over 700 attendees. To pre-
pare for the event, WSW’s ceramic studio has been 
abuzz with activity. Local artists and volunteers have 
been hand-building their unique pieces or throwing 
them on the potter’s wheel, then glazing, decorating 
and fi ring them in the WSW kilns. 

 Nearly 1,000 handmade bowls, mugs and tum-
blers are created throughout the year by staff , in-
terns, resident artists, students and volunteers. 
Because so many hands contribute to this process, 
each vessel is one-of-a-kind, and widely varied in 

Town of Gardiner is looking
for volunteers

The Town of Gardiner has vacancies on the Plan-
ning Board and the Environmental Conservation 
Commission. Interested parties should send a copy 
of their resume to Supervisor Marybeth Majestic at 
supervisor.tog@gmail.com.

Rescheduled meeting notice

The Village of New Paltz Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting, originally scheduled for February 12, has 
been rescheduled for Tuesday, February 26 at 7:30 
p.m. in the small meeting room at Village Hall.

Town hall for justice meeting
for NYS farmworkers

Allies and activists, farmworkers and labor ex-
perts, along with students and members of the faith 
community, will gather on Thursday, February 21 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the CSB Auditorium at SUNY New 
Paltz to urge Governor Cuomo and the members 
of the NYS Legislature to pass the Farmworker Fair 
Labor Practices Act (S2837/A2750). Senate Bill 2837, 
sponsored by Senator Jessica Ramos and Assembly 
Bill 2750, sponsored by Assemblywoman Cathy No-
lan, will provide basic worker rights to New York 
State farmworkers.

 In the 1930s, the passage of New Deal legisla-
tion marked the beginning of a new era for work-
ers’ rights. One of the groups deliberately excluded 
by the New Deal was farmworkers. Seventy years 
have passed, and New York State farmworkers still 
lack basic rights such as the right to a day of rest, 
to overtime pay and the right to bargain collectively. 
The Justice for Farmworkers Campaign ( JFW) was 
created as a statewide educational and legislative 
movement aimed at assisting NYS farmworkers in se-
curing the same rights that all other New York State 
workers receive. 

Photography classes with Carl Cox 
at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library is currently hosting a fi ve- 
class series of photography classes with Carl Cox. 
The third class in the series on February 23 from 2 to 
4 p.m. will cover understanding depth of fi eld.

Each class costs $20 and attendees must pre-
register by the Friday before each class. This class 
is geared toward dSLR owners (cameras with inter-
changeable lenses) Please bring your camera; make 
sure you’ve got a memory card and charged batter-
ies!

To pre-register for the class, call the library at 255-
1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike in Gardiner. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Town of New Paltz Recreation will 
off er adult soccer beginning in April

Town of New Paltz Recreation will off er adult soc-
cer beginning in April at the Field of Dreams Park in 
New Paltz. Games will be played late Sunday after-
noons and evenings on a short fi eld, fi ve on fi ve, with 
goalies. Interested individuals and teams should 
contact the recreation department at 255-2512 or 
recreation@townofnewpaltz.org.

Conservative nomination 
convention

The Ulster County Conservative Party will hold 
its nominating convention on Monday, February 25, 
7:30 p.m., at the Esopus Town Hall, located at 284 
Broadway (Route 9W), lower level in Port Ewen. 

The purpose of the convention is to meet with, in-
terview and nominate candidates for various county 
and state positions for this year’s election on Novem-
ber 5. 

Only registered Conservatives are allowed to vote. 
For more information, see ulstercountyconservative 
party.com.

Discussion of the movie and book 
Father Divine

A discussion of the movie and book Father Divine, 
led by Kate Hymes, will take place this Saturday, Feb-

shape, size, color, decoration, and, of course, price-
point. 

 Not only will Fiesta guests enjoy live entertain-
ment, raffl  e drawings and the satisfaction of support-
ing local arts, but they’ll also put their new wares 
to use with a complementary serving of piping hot 
chili. More than 20 Hudson Valley restaurants and 
chefs donate 50+ gallons of chili, satisfying meat lov-
ers, vegans and vegetarians alike. Guests can also 
buy a paper bowl and bottomless bellies can pur-
chase additional servings. 

 All proceeds from the Chili Bowl Fiesta support 
artistic programming at WSW.

Financial planning lecture
with David Sterman

Certifi ed fi nancial planner David Sterman of Hu-
guenot Financial Planning, will present the third in a 
series of workshops entitled “Five to ten years from 
retirement” on February 24 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at 
the Gardiner Library

This seminar will address the key issues you’ll face 
as you approach retirement and then work through 
the next wave of issues you’ll face in your fi rst few 
years of retirement. 

To pre-register for the workshop, call the library 
at 255-1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike in Gar-
diner. For further information, call 255-1255 or visit 
www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Senators Jen Metzger and James 
Skoufi s to hold public hearing in 
New Paltz on the CCPA

Senators Jen Metzger (SD-42) and James Skoufi s 
(SD-39) will hold a hearing on Friday, March 1 from 2 
to 5:30 p.m. at New Paltz Village Hall to hear public 
comments on the Climate and Community Protec-
tion Act (CCPA), S2992 -- proposed state legislation 
to address accelerating climate change. 

“Climate change presents the greatest challenge 
of our time, and we know from the science that we 
must take meaningful action now if we are to miti-
gate the severity of the threat to public health, safe-
ty, and economic well-being,” said Senator Metzger. 
“The CCPA off ers a path forward, and I believe it is 
very important that we get input on this legislation 
directly from a broad array of stakeholders here in 
the Hudson Valley.” 

Those who would like to attend and/or testify 
are asked to register at https://ccpa_public_hearing.
eventbrite.com or by calling (845) 344-3311. Registra-
tion is free and open to the public.

The hearing will be recorded and live-streamed at 
facebook.com/SenatorJenMetzger. 

Reiter named
acting county exec

F
OLLOWING MIKE HEIN’S resignation 
as the only county executive Ulster’s 
ever known, his designated succes-
sor, chief of staff  Adele Reiter, took 

her oath of offi  ce on February 11 in Kingston.
According to a release from Reiter’s offi  ce, 

county clerk Nina Postupack administered Re-
iter’s oath at the county offi  ce building before 
a gathering of department heads and deputies 
from across county government.

In a statement to the media, Reiter said she 
was “deeply honored and humbled” to as-
sume the post and would work to “[uphold] 
the legacy of strong fi scal leadership and 
compassionate social progress that were the 
hallmarks of county executive Hein’s tenure 
in offi  ce.”

Since moving to Ulster in 1982, Reiter has 
practiced law in the healthcare fi eld, in private practice and as deputy corporation counsel for the 
City of Kingston and deputy county treasurer. Hein’s fi rst appointment was to name Reiter as deputy 
county executive and chief of staff .

Hein has been named the acting director of the state Offi  ce of Temporary and Disability Assis-
tance, pending confi rmation by the state senate.

 -- Jesse J. Smith

GLORIA WASLYN

Adele Reiter at work as acting county executive last 
Monday.

COUNTY | PEOPLE
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Village of New Paltz 
budget will either be 
fl at or surge 5%

I
NITIAL BUDGET CALCULATIONS for New 
Paltz’s village government indicates that no 
tax increase will be needed to uphold ser-
vices, unless Governor Andrew Cuomo stands 

his ground and slashes local aid. Should that come 
to pass, a fi ve percent hike is more likely. Not sure 
which way the political winds will blow, trustees set 
a hearing for a local law to allow them to exceed the 
tax cap, just in case.

Cuomo has targeted a program called Aid and In-
centive to Municipalities (AIM) for a $59 million cut 
in his 2020 state budget. While Mayor Tim Rogers 
has heard rumors the governor may have a “change 
of heart,” trustees felt the need to proceed because 
without the aid, they expect they won’t remain un-
der the cap without signifi cant cuts.

The situation frustrates deputy mayor KT Tobin, 
who fi nds it ironic that they might end up exceed-
ing a cap imposed at the governor’s behest on local 
property taxes because that same governor wants to 
cut state aid which off sets the need for local taxes.

Rogers said that the rate of AIM funding has been 
fl at since 2008, and it appears Cuomo’s plan to re-
duce it further may have been in response to a push 
by mayors to instead increase that line.

-- Terence P Ward

Voting day set

It’s election time again. Village of New Paltz trust-
ees voted at their February 13 meeting to hold vil-
lage elections on May 7. The mayor’s seat, as well as 
that of two trustees, will be up for grabs at that time. 
Trustees and the mayor serve for four years at a clip.

-- Terence P Ward

Harnessing sewer gas

The quest to turn methane coming from the Vil-
lage of New Paltz’s waste water treatment plant 
into energy rather than unpleasant odor continues. 
Trustee Don Kerr reported that a representative of 
Caterpillar was consulted, and it’s clear that the next 
step in determining if it’s economically as well as en-
vironmentally feasible is to fi gure out how much of 
the smelly gas is released. There is not a fl ow meter 
there now, thus no one yet knows the answer to that 
question.

-- Terence P Ward

Village audit goes well

Village of New Paltz trustees heard from their ex-
ternal auditors at their February 13 meeting that ap-
propriate fi nancial controls are in place throughout 
the local government. While a handful of minor is-
sues were noted in the audit, some of them will be 
corrected if and when new fi nancial software is pur-
chased. These were issues around tracking purchase 
orders and properly confi rming them.

The external audit is all about identifying ways 
fraud might remain undetected, rather than being 
a line-by-line analysis to ensure that it hasn’t. The 
process is painstaking, confi rming for example that 
every budget transfer is backed up by a resolution 
passed by trustees and revenue and expense num-

bers compared to what was budgeted in the fi rst 
place.

Fund balances, the money left over after expenses 
are paid, were an area trustees wanted more infor-
mation about as they plan for the future. Villages do 
not have a legislative limit on fund balances, and get-
ting guidance as to how much to retain is not easy. It’s 
from the fund balance that emergencies are paid for 
if borrowing is to be avoided, but the higher the fund 
balance, the more tax money is in essence being col-
lected early. Village auditor Susan Barossi wouldn’t 
provide a specifi c recommendation, nor will anyone 
at the state comptroller’s offi  ce. The only thing that’s 
clear is that with the tax cap in place, building a fund 
balance is challenging since members of the public 
must be notifi ed of any intent to exceed that cap.

-- Terence P Ward

Park improvements to support trail

The Village of New Paltz-owned Sojourner Truth 
Park on the Wallkill River will be used as a parking 
area for the Empire State Trail which connects with 
the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail by Main Street. Instal-
lation of a guard rail and smoothing the parking 
area are two projects to be paid for from state trail 
money, that will be executed by village offi  cials. The 
guard rail will make room for seven more cars, and 
moving around the gravel will remove potholes and 
presumably make the remaining spots more wel-
coming. According to Mayor Tim Rogers, state rec-
reation offi  cials have other planned improvements 
which they will tackle themselves.

-- Terence P Ward

Pigeon problems in Ohioville

It’s clay pigeons which are causing issues in Ohio-
ville. Mid-Hudson Sporting Clays, billed as a “pre-
miere public sporting clay facility located in New 
Paltz,” has been expanded to a neighboring North 
Ohioville Road property without obtaining any per-
mission. Town building inspector Stacy Delarede 
found a gravel road built into a designated wetland 
to expand upon the dynamic target-shooting oppor-
tunities at the facility.

Mid-Hudson Sporting Clays has been located here 
since 1947, New Paltz Town Planning Board mem-
bers were told last week, although the expansion 
next door only took place in the recent past. Mem-
bers get to shoot at clay pigeons launched from units 
which are programmed to vary speed and direction 
to provide challenge regardless of skill level. The “pi-
geons” are actually clay disks which come in three 
sizes and a variety of colors, which also increases 
variability. Indeed, some of the most skilled shooters 
come to New Paltz to sharpen their skills and engage 
in competitions.

While the shooting club owners thought they had 
purchased a fi eld, board members were told by hired 
consultants, what they got was an Army Corps of En-
gineers-designated wetland. Building a gravel road 
through it is problematic, as is discharging fi rearms 
over or into wetlands or any body of water. Because 
rules for this type of wetland are more fl exible than 
those designated by state or town offi  cials, fi xing 
the problem could involve building more wetlands 
to replace what’s been ruined. That, however, will 
require obtaining a permit for which no application 
has yet been fi led.

The shooting machines, as well as the shelters 
from which the pigeons are shot, can be moved 
about, although the shelters are heavy enough that 
it takes two people to relocate them. This allows for 
the course to be reconfi gured.

Mitigation will require that permit, and board 
members signaled that removing the shale to create 
the road will be expected. Planning Board member 
Amanda Gotto was made it clear that this is not a mi-
nor matter, saying, “You should know that violations 
of our laws can result not only in fi nes, but in jail.” 
It wasn’t immediately clear to which law Gotto was 
referring, but in addition to the various rules broken 
when the gravel road was put in, EPA rules specifi -
cally forbid fi ring guns into or over wetlands, which 
may impact the ability to obtain a federal permit at 
all.

-- Terence P Ward

New line on the map

The Moriello lands south of the Village of New 
Paltz, bisected by Route 32 South in fact, will soon to 
divided by that line on paper as well. Attorney Michael 
Moriello, who together with his wife, owns the lands 
under the corporate name Jam, are seeking to subdi-
vide the tract without otherwise developing it. The rea-
son, according to Moriello, is estate planning.

While the Moriellos previously requested a waiver 
of the requirement to produce a map with topo-
graphic data on it, they nevertheless produced such 
a detailed map at the February 11 Town of New Paltz 
Planning Board meeting. Board members were also 
told that the required recreation fee would be paid 
without resistance.

-- Terence P Ward

Straddling an old line

A proposal before the Town of New Paltz Planning 
Board now focuses on one of the lots along Route 32 
North which is actually in two zones. The lot at 196 
Old Kingston Road is zoned R-1 on its western end, 
but also includes frontage along 32 which carries a 
B-2 designation. Owner Joseph Tanzi would like to 
relocate his Tow-Rifi c auto business there. Accord-
ing to engineer Jay Samuels, the intent is to put a 
5,000-square-foot business structure entirely within 
the portion zoned for business.

The auto shop would have fi ve bays for repairs. Pre-
viously, access via Old Kingston Road was proposed; 
that’s been removed from the present plan. This may 
satisfy neighbors on that road, but town engineer Re-
becca Minas noted that new traffi  c-fl ow issues must be 
considered in light of this confi guration.

It’s also not entirely clear how much parking 
should be required, over and above vehicle storage. 
The use doesn’t fi t neatly into the categories avail-
able and is subject to some interpretation; both light 
industrial and retail uses have been proposed. Minas 
did some research which showed that when approv-
al was granted for Tom’s Auto on South Ohioville 
Road, parking requirements were based on business 
activities rather than the use table; a similar process 
might be followed here.

-- Terence P Ward

Taliaferro plan confi rmed

Town of New Paltz Planning Board members fi nal-
ized their part of the Taliaferro Farm easement plan 
at their February 11. meeting. The resolution rolls 
back conditional approval for a subdivision of the 
land into the farm and two lots for houses — sought 
by Pete Taliaferro and granted in 2015 — and instead 
lays out conditional approval of a site plan retaining 
the one original lot. Making that approach economi-
cally feasible for the farmer was a conservation ease-
ment for which Taliaferro was paid over $300,000 
from Scenic Hudson, Ulster County and the town 
open-space bonding power authorized in 2006. Un-
der that agreement and this approval, three trailers 
on the property may remain, provided they contin-
ue only to be used for farm worker housing.

-- Terence P Ward

Mill Brook Preserve receives 
Nyquist grant

The board of directors of Mill Brook Preserve, Inc. 
has received a grant award in the amount of $1,980 
from the Thomas and Corinne Nyquist Foundation. 
The funds will be used to improve the trails on Mill 
Brook Preserve, including the addition of bog bridg-
es over wet portions of trails.

Mill Brook Preserve, Inc. is an all-volunteer private 
corporation formed to manage, improve and protect 
the 134-acre Mill Brook Preserve, which is a wildlife 
sanctuary located in the heart of New Paltz. 

The preserve resides on properties purchased by 
the town and village of New Paltz and a portion do-
nated by former New Paltz Town Supervisor David 
Lent. More information about the Preserve can be 
found at www.millbrookpreserve.org.

Mill Brook Preserve, Inc. has applied for tax-ex-
empt status with the IRS. The mailing address of the 
preserve is: Mill Brook Preserve, Inc., P.O. Box 1107, 
New Paltz, NY 12561.
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by Frances Marion Platt

“C
ATASTROPHE” IS NOT a word that 
municipal offi  cials tend to use very of-
ten, but Town of Rosendale Highway 
Superintendent Bob Gallagher re-

sorted to it last week, following his periodic update 
on capital projects to the Town Board. The subject 
of his concern was the current state of the concrete 
apron holding up the northern bank of the Rondout 
Creek just downstream of the Keator Avenue bridge. 
“The panels have shifted out, and there’s nothing 
holding them up,” Gallagher said. “The water comes 
underneath the apron into the creekbed, and exca-
vates up to seven feet deep underneath.”

The water runoff  in question, according to Gal-
lagher, comes from the caves and shafts that riddle 
Joppenbergh Mountain, dating back to the heyday 
of Rosendale cement. Frozen soil in the winter 
months means that the rainwater from an unusually 
wet autumn and more recent snowmelt can’t drain 
back into the aquifer and is spilling down the moun-
tainside, across and under Main Street and pushing 
against the bank, inexorably peeling the concrete re-
taining wall away from it.

“There is a shift in the ground. The water com-
ing off  Joppenbergh has no place to go,” Gallagher 

explained. “It just digs. All those mines and shafts 
– I don’t think any of us can comprehend in this 
day and age how much all those mines hold. In the 
event that catastrophe happens and those walls give 
way, what will happen? We don’t know. If there’s too 
much pressure, the water on the mountain could 
take everything out.”

Gallagher reported that the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
“sent divers into the creek” to investigate the extent 
of the erosion after the problem was fi rst detected 
in December. A state contractor is now partway 
through constructing a temporary roadway through 
the creekbed to provide construction equipment 
access to the threatened retaining wall. “We don’t 
know how long it’s going to take,” he said. A con-

struction zone has been fenced off  at the top of the 
embankment on the south side of Main Street, be-
hind the Roos Arts and Canal Press buildings, and a 
wooden staircase built down the side of the aff ected 
concrete wall.

This issue is the latest of many woes that have 
beset the Rosendale Floodwall project, originally 
constructed back in 1970 under a contract by the US 
Army Corps of Engineers to mitigate seasonal fl ood-
ing in downtown Rosendale. After completion, the 
project was turned over to the DEC and the Town of 
Rosendale for maintenance and operation. Another 
section of the fl ood control project, slightly down-
stream of the area of current concern, sustained 
considerable damage from scouring and shoaling of 
fl ood-dislodged debris during Hurricane Irene.

According to a DEC spokesperson, “An underwa-
ter investigation was conducted in December 2018 
to assess the condition of the wall and it was deter-
mined that a scour hole in the creekbed at the front 

“Catastrophe”
Retaining wall on Rondout Creek threatened by Joppenbergh runoff 

of the wall and under the monoliths (wall sections) 
had undermined the wall footings and repairs were 
needed. Repair work will include the placement of 
grout bags beneath the front edge of the wall foot-
ing and tremie grout will be pumped to reestablish 
stable toe for the wall footing. Rip-rap will be placed 
in the front of the monoliths and tieback ground an-
chors will be installed.

“A contractor working for OGS [the New York State 
Offi  ce of General Services] is currently constructing 
a road that will be used to access the wall for the re-
pair work. Once the repairs are complete, a portion 
of the road above the water will be removed, but 
part of the road in the water will be pushed off  to the 
original design elevation and left in place. After the 
project is complete, the creekbed will be restored.

“A workplan has been established to execute the 
repairs. An exact timeline has not been developed 
because weather and fi eld conditions can always im-
pact the schedule.” ++

LAUREN THOMAS

According to Rosendale's Highway Superintendent, recent snowmelt has caused an unusually high volume of water 
accumulating in caves under Joppenbergh Mountain to flow down into the Rondout Creek, eroding the footings of the 
retaining wall on the Creek’s northerly bank below the Keator Avenue bridge and causing the wall to separate from the 
bank. This roadway in the middle of the Creek is being built to access the structural elements of the floodwall.

The water runoff  in 
question, according to Bob 
Gallagher, comes from the 
caves and shafts that riddle 

Joppenbergh Mountain, 
dating back to the heyday of 

Rosendale cement. 
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GARDINER | TOWN BOARD

by Frances Marion Platt

T
HE GARDINER HAMLET is up against a 
problem that has been affl  icting many com-
munities in the Northeast: aging sewer in-
frastructure that can no longer cope with 

stormwater runoff  in this era of bigger, badder 
weather events. “The town has been having diffi  culty 
remaining in compliance with its NYSDEC State Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) Permit 
for average daily fl ow. This high fl ow prevents con-
nections of new users,” notes the Sewage Treatment 
Plant Evaluation and Sewer System Capacity Report 
delivered at the February 14 Town Board meeting by 
Pitingaro & Doetsch Consulting Engineers, PC. “Ex-
ceedances of the permitted average daily fl ow limit 
will lead to Notices of Violation and Consent Orders 
from the DEC.” The report was requested by town 
offi  cials as a fi rst step toward creating an Aquifer 
Overlay District (zoned AQO) for the hamlet area, an 
idea fi rst fl oated in 2013.

“You have an I & I -- infi ltration and infl ow -- prob-
lem,” engineer Darren Doetsch told board members 
as he walked them through a PowerPoint presenta-

tion. Infi ltration, he explained, refers to the volume 
of groundwater that penetrates the sewage collec-
tion system via cracks and voids in septic tanks and 

piping. Infl ow means rainwater that enters the sys-
tem “through inappropriate connections at people’s 
homes, such as gutter drains or sump pumps.” Too 

much rainwater and groundwater fl ow, especially 
during major storm events, taxes the system beyond 
its intended capacity (capped at 57,000 gallons per 
day, according to the SPDES permit) and forces 
wastewater treatment infrastructure -- in Gardiner’s 
case, four reedbeds plus a tank for “seasonal disin-
fection” -- to treat sewage greatly diluted with rain-
water that itself doesn’t need treating, raising treat-
ment costs.

The engineering fi rm was able to document sev-
eral instances in which either infi ltration or infl ow 
or a combination of the two had been the culprit in 
stressing the system, isolating the two factors based 
on weather data. During the very rainy months of 
September and October 2018, for example, the SP-
DES fl ow limit was exceeded. “Whenever you got a 
spike in precipitation, your infi ltration went up also,” 
Doetsch pointed out using a graph. A base fl ow aver-
aging about 30,000 gallons per day was established 
by comparison of two periods of low precipitation, 
one with high groundwater from snowmelt in Febru-
ary 2017 and one with low groundwater in June 2018. 
A week with four inches of rain last September, fol-
lowing a dry period so that infi ltration was relatively 
low, resulted in 71,000 gallons per day of water fl ow-
ing through the system, indicating that infl ow is also 
a signifi cant problem. The average monthly fl ow for 
2018 was 54,000 gallons per day, meaning that the 
system is operating at near-maximum capacity and 
could not tolerate any additional hookups from new 
development in the hamlet.

The presentation also included a photograph of 
the interior of the pump station on Dusinberre Road, 
showing pipes and connections badly crusted with 
corrosion. “These stations can’t keep up,” Doetsch 
said. “They need higher-capacity pumps.”

The engineers recommended that the town con-
tinue its investigation of the problem via an analysis 
of existing sewer mapping to identify potential prob-
lem areas. Nighttime fl ow studies could then be con-
ducted in these target areas utilizing fl ow meters. 
Closed-circuit TV inspections, smoke and dye testing 
and inspections of septic tanks whenever they are 
pumped out can be used to pinpoint areas of infi l-
tration. Corrective actions can then be implemented 
based on the data derived from these investigations.

In addition, Pitingaro & Doetsch recommended 
expansion of Gardiner’s wastewater treatment plant 
in order to accommodate future growth in the ham-
let, noting that the 25-acre town-owned parcel has 
ample room for additional reedbeds. This suggestion 
left board members nonplussed, as they had been 
under the impression that the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation was no longer permitting 
reedbed treatment plants. Doetsch said that expan-
sion of existing reedbed systems was still allowed, 
but that “DEC would force you to do Phase I fi rst” 
– meaning discovering and ameliorating sources of 
infl ow and infi ltration.

Town supervisor Marybeth Majestic questioned 
what alternative stormwater drainage options be-
sides hooking up to the sewer system hamlet resi-
dents might have, given Gardiner’s notoriously 
impermeable clay soil. “You don’t have to have a 
drywell,” responded engineer Jason Pitingaro. “It 
could be a rain garden. There are leaching chambers 
that are 18 inches deep or less that can be installed in 
lawns. You can use cisterns or rain barrels.”

Pitingaro estimated that his fi rm could complete 
the investigative phase of the plan to address the “I 
& I problem” for about $40,000, adding that such 
work “would be looked at favorably” by the DEC if 
the town applied for an Engineering Planning Grant 
from state coff ers, since there is a “demonstrated 
need.” If the town is then “aggressive” in pursuing 
the remediation phase, he said, “We could be put-
ting a contract out by the fall for lining pipes to re-
duce infi ltration. We could expect to make a pretty 
decent dent this year.” ++

The pipes, the pipes are calling
Gardiner confronts hamlet sewer system investigation, overhaul

“We could be putting a 
contract out by the fall 

for lining pipes to reduce 
infi ltration,” said engineer 
Jason Pitingaro. “We could 

expect to make a pretty 
decent dent this year.” 
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ROSENDALE | TRIBUTE

LAUREN THOMAS

Anita Williams Peck, third generation owner of Williams Lake Hotel, stands in front of the oldest building on the 
property, Sunset Rest. Built in 1930, the building housed a sauna on the first floor. This photo was taken just minutes 
before the building was demolished in October 2015.

by Frances Marion Platt

J
OINING FAMILY MEMBERS from across the 
map, hundreds of Rosendalers and other 
residents of Ulster County turned out at the 
SUNY Ulster gymnasium last Saturday to pay 

tribute to the memory of Anita Williams Peck ( June 
5, 1940-January 26, 2019). The widow of Theodore 
G. Peck IV, she was the daughter of the late Walter 
G. and Marianne K. Williams and granddaughter of 
Gustave Williams, the Finnish immigrant who found-
ed the Williams Lake Hotel in Binnewater in 1929.

From the age of 11 until she left for college at the 
University of Vermont in 1958, young Anita was tasked 
with learning all the entry-level jobs at Williams Lake, 
scooping ice cream and selling hot dogs, putting away 
the lakeside furniture and water toys. Staying in the 
family business wasn’t her original goal. But when she 
took over the management of the hotel upon her fa-
ther’s death in 1987, she did it with the same energy and 
commitment that she gave to all her life’s endeavors. 
While Williams Lake was never quite a cash cow, Anita 
keep it afl oat for decades by putting in long hours, nev-
er considering any task beneath her and expecting all 
her employees to sustain a similar work ethic.

At the memorial event, former employees gath-
ered in clusters to reminisce about how Anita had 
worked side-by-side and formed friendships with 
them that lasted for decades. “She was a wonderful 
person, very meticulous,” said Jo-Ann Navarra. “She 
was one of the smartest women I’ve ever met.” Sue 
Constable related how she and her late partner, Tim 
Rowell, who had worked as a chef at Williams Lake, 
received nothing but support and good advice from 
Anita when they quit their jobs to start up their own 
business, the Crossroads Deli. “You could ask her 
anything. Her business sense was very good… When 
Tim got ill, she helped him fi nancially.” The two 
women later went on to work together as volunteers 
at the Rosendale Pickle Festival, where Anita was re-
vered as the “Pickle Princess” and “the original one-
woman Ulster County booster club.”

She also made Williams Lake a beloved commu-
nity hub, as speaker after speaker at the memorial 
celebration stepped up to testify. “How many resi-
dents got their fi rst jobs or fell in love at the Lake?” 
asked Tim Allred, vice president of Hudson River 
Valley Resorts, the group that now owns the hotel 
site and is developing it into a modern eco-friend-
ly resort. He related how Anita had made him feel 
welcome from the fi rst time that he visited the Lake, 

and helped him and his family acclimate when they 
moved to the area. “You couldn’t ask for a better per-
son to introduce you to the neighborhood.”

Allred’s HRVR colleague Brian Caff erty affi  rmed 
Anita’s reputation for being a “gracious hostess.” He 
grew up in the area; his mother had been a Williams 
Lake employee, and Brian had long been a member 
of the Beach Club that allowed local residents to 
share use of the Lake with hotel guests. “I’ve known 
her most of my life,” Caff erty said. “She was a force 
of nature; she was a volunteer; she was a philanthro-
pist; and I was fortunate enough to be her friend.” 
After the 2006 sale of the hotel, lake and grounds to 
HRVR – or rather, what remained of the grounds after 
she donated more than 400 acres to the Rondout/
Esopus Land Conservancy, plus ten acres of endan-
gered Indiana bat habitat to the Nature Conservancy 
– Anita moved into a house on the far side of the Lake 
from the hotel buildings. Whenever she would spot 
his car in the parking lot, Caff erty reported, Anita 
would text him an invitation to stop in: “Whatever 
you’re doing, remember: The bar’s open.”

Even after divesting herself of the resort business, 
Anita worked full-time in the hospitality industry, 
promoting regional tourism in partnership with 
Ernie Bruno and Cathy Ellis through Hudson River 
Valley Tours. Speaker Lisa Conway, president of the 
tourism business organization Skål International 
USA, shared stories of working with Anita at confer-
ences around the globe, noting that her notoriously 
exacting bookkeeping skills had seen good use as an 
elected auditor for Skål: “She helped us through a 
rough patch,” Conway said.

Rosendale Theatre director Ann Citron also re-
called Anita’s penchant for being “very exact” when 
it was her night to serve as volunteer shift leader, 
staying as late as need be to reconcile ticket and con-
cession sales “if it was a penny off .” Besides making 
fi nancial contributions to help purchase the The-
atre’s fi rst digital projection equipment and to reno-
vate the lobby bathroom, Anita was also a longtime 
board member – only one of a list far too long to enu-
merate of not-for-profi t boards on which she served 
and organizations that she helped out on a regular 
basis. Her philanthropic activities started early on; 
her lifelong friend Judy Mathews spoke fondly of 
their fi rst assignment as Junior League of Kingston 
members, when Anita was heavily pregnant with her 
son Ted, to research historic houses in Tuthilltown – 
a project that led to the publication of a book titled 
Early Architecture in Ulster County. “She had an easy 

laugh and a magnanimous spirit,” Mathews said.
Though she seemed to have a hand in every good 

local cause, Anita Williams Peck’s primary philan-
thropic interests included historic preservation, can-
cer charities, libraries and education. She served on 
the Rondout Valley Central Schools’ Board of Educa-
tion for eleven years, six of them as president. Her 
daughter, Jennifer Patton, recalled how her mother 
would never refuse to take a call from a parent in 
the district, no matter how late the hour. Anita told 
young Jennifer, “I signed up for this; this is what I 
do. Everybody deserves to be heard.” Patton went 
on to describe how the Lake and hotel were made 
available on a regular basis for Christmas parties 
for needy Rosendale families, for AIDS auctions, for 
cross-country ski races and running meets, and for 
local fi rst responders for practice sessions: “Water 
rescues, cave rescues, ice rescues; she allowed them 
to set buildings on fi re,” she recalled, noting that af-
ter her stroke in late January, “One of the fi rst people 
to come to my Mom’s aid was one of those people 
who got trained at the Lake.”

Anita also had a long and deep relationship with 
SUNY Ulster, serving on the board of its foundation 
for many years, with three terms as chair. Of all her 
many philanthropic projects, possibly the one clos-
est to her heart was a scholarship fund that she en-
dowed nine years ago through the Ulster Community 
College Foundation to enable Kingston High School 
to hold an annual Public Speaking Competition. 
“She told me, ‘You wanna know how come Obama 
got elected? Because he knew how to speak. That 
man was an amazing orator,’” Patton related. At the 
competitions, “It was incredible to watch these kids 
get up there to face their fears.” Anita took great 
pride in the ongoing successes of the competition 
winners, many of whom stayed in touch with her – 
including “Jimmy DeCicco, who was on Shark Tank 
pitching his business. He said that being in the Public 
Speaking Competition changed everything for him.”

One fact on which all the speakers at the memo-
rial agreed was that Anita Williams Peck seemed to 
thrive on community service. “The last ten years 
were the best of her life, because she had more time 
to volunteer,” said her daughter. “Here’s what my 
mother would say if she heard anyone say that her 
death would leave a hole: She would challenge all 
of you to look for opportunities to do more, to be 
more.” On their way out of the auditorium, attend-
ees were off ered rubber bracelets to take home. On 
them were inscribed the words: “Be like Anita.”

In lieu of fl owers, contributions in her memory 
may be made to the Anita Williams Peck Fund, Ulster 
Community College Foundation, Inc., 491 Cottekill 
Road, Stone Ridge, NY  12484, or online at www.sun-
yulster.edu/foundation/anitawilliamspeck. ++

“Be like Anita”
Rosendale hotelier Anita Williams Peck

remembered for her prodigious volunteerism
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NEW PALTZ | SCHOOL

by Sharyn Flanagan

D
EVELOPED BY SCIENTIST and artist Ru-
dolf Steiner in 1919, Waldorf education is 
based on an understanding of human de-
velopment as a holistic experience. It ad-

dresses not only what children learn but the ways in 
which children learn, recognizing that children have 
distinct, age-related educational needs. 

“Waldorf schools strive to awaken and elevate 
capacities, rather than impose intellectual content 
on the child,” says Judith Jaeckel, administrator 
of Mountain Laurel Waldorf School in New Paltz. 
“Learning becomes so much more than memoriz-
ing information: it becomes an engaging voyage of 
discovery, not only of the world, but of oneself. It 
emphasizes creativity and individual thinking over 
high-stakes testing.”

The Mountain Laurel Waldorf School in New Paltz 
will host their annual open house this Saturday, 
February 23 from 10 a.m. to noon. The event off ers 
parents and children the opportunity to explore the 
Waldorf philosophy and academic off erings at the 
school while enjoying music and refreshments, craft-
making, bread-baking and a puppet show. Samples 
of student work will be on display and parents of 
prospective students can meet parents whose chil-
dren currently attend or have attended the school.

The open house will begin with refreshments sup-
plied by Agnes Devereux of the Village TeaRoom, an 
enthusiastic supporter of Waldorf education ever 
since her own children attended Mountain Laurel, 
according to Jaeckel. There will be time to get ac-
quainted with the teachers and other parents, fol-
lowed by a morning circle from 10:30 to 11 a.m., an 
activity that recognizes the need for movement in 
students in the early childhood program. 

Bread-baking and craft activities will be off ered at 

the open house from 10 a.m. to noon, with a Q&A 
session for adults from 11:15 to 11:45 a.m., after which 
the event closes out with a puppet show celebrating 
the school’s embrace of the natural world in its cur-
riculum.

Attendees will fi nd the school to be “a beautiful, 
warm environment,” says Jaeckel. “When you enter 
the building you can just feel that something is dif-

ferent. It’s light-fi lled, and very home-like, and that 
makes children and their parents comfortable.” The 
hands-on activities such as the bread-baking and 
craft activities are characteristic of the Waldorf’s tac-
tile approach to education, in which the arts are not 
just an “add-on” but an integral part of the child’s 
education.

Visitors may tour the three fl oors of the school, 
which is an historic property in its own right, Jaeckel 
notes, built by one of the Hasbrouck family that set-
tled New Paltz. The building was in disrepair when 
they acquired it from St. Joseph Church many years 
ago, but has been lovingly restored with some origi-
nal details retained; the classroom for eighth graders 

Holistic education
Mountain Laurel Waldorf School in New Paltz hosting open house

The Mountain Laurel Waldorf School in New Paltz will host their annual open house this Saturday, February 23 from 10 
a.m. to noon.
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on the top fl oor was once a chapel, and its stained 
glass windows remain today.

Parents of current and former Mountain Laurel 
students will be at the open house to greet new fami-
lies and answer any questions they might have. That 
community of parents has been vital to the Moun-
tain Laurel model as well as being the reason for its 
very existence, says Jaeckel, noting that the school 
was fi rst founded in New Paltz by parents David and 
Barbara Clark and Livia and Bill Vanaver when a 
nursery/kindergarten school their children attended 
closed. Moving forward, they wanted an alternative 
education for their children, and started a Waldorf 
School in a house on North Oakwood Terrace in 
1983. 

As they began to add grade levels – the cur-
rent school welcomes nursery school-age children 
through eighth graders and also off ers Friday morn-
ing programs for parents with babies – the school 
moved fi rst to another location in the village before 
fi nding a larger space in a former public school build-
ing in Tillson. Attendance was good at fi rst, but the 
location proved to be too remote. “They were close 
to closing the school at that time, but some parents 
and teachers did not want to give up on the school,” 
says Jaeckel. “They felt the real value in Waldorf edu-
cation, especially for our area. So when the present 
building at 16 South Chestnut Street became avail-
able, it was purchased and renovated.”

Mountain Laurel Waldorf School is run by the 
faculty and administration of the school, collec-
tively known as “The College.” The College creates 
mandate groups that work in collaboration with the 
board to focus on specifi c areas. 

Jaeckel fi rst came to Mountain Laurel around the 
time of the transition from the Tillson location to its 
current home, seeking educational opportunities for 
her youngest child. With a background in opera and 
visual arts administration, Jaeckel was asked to be 
co-administrator with Charles Noble before becom-
ing administrator on her own more than 20 years 
ago. Her late husband, Klaus, was an integral part 
of the school for many years and a huge support in 
every way, she says, contributing through his back-
ground as an engineer as well as his wide-ranging 
knowledge in many areas.

Mountain Laurel is part of a worldwide association 
of 1,227 accredited Waldorf schools in Europe, North 
and South America, Central America, Africa and 
Asia. (There are 70 Waldorf schools in China alone, 
says Jaeckel; the fi rst one opened in Chengdu with 
500 students.) Celebrating their 100th anniversary 
this year, Waldorf Schools form the largest private 
school movement in the world, she adds, “and grow-
ing by leaps and bounds.” 

Waldorf education provides a strong foundation 
in literature, foreign language, history, geography, 
music, fi ne and practical arts, mathematics, and sci-
ence, imparted through a unique approach. 

The early childhood program highlights the im-
portance of imitation, imagination and play dur-
ing the fi rst seven years of life. Students are guided 
through domestic, practical and artistic activities in 
a secure, home-like environment, experiencing sto-
rytelling and free play with natural toys and a range 
of activities that build confi dence and skills for fu-
ture academic success and for life.

The class teacher stays with the same class of 
children through eight years of elementary school, 
teaching all the main subjects. This allows the 
teacher time to really get to know the children, and 
the child fi nds stability and continuing guidance in 
working with the same class teacher and being with 
the same students.

One of the things that really stands out about a 
Waldorf education, says Jaeckel, is the uniqueness of 
its focus on how and when the child is taught rather 
than what they are taught. The benefi ts of attending 
a Waldorf school were brought home recently when 
the school hosted a 20th anniversary reunion for 
1998 graduates and the former students were clearly 
“happily living their passions,” she notes, “whether 
that was in neuroscience, computer science, farm-
ing or parenting. A Waldorf education aims to bal-
ance head, heart and hands. And it really enables a 
student to fi nd their own true vocation, to transform 
their ideals into actions, and to do so with passion.”

More information about Mountain Laurel Waldorf 
School is available by calling (845) 255-0033 or visit 
mountainlaurel.org.

Spring Gala
Mountain Laurel Waldorf School will host their an-

nual on Friday, April 27 from 6-10 p.m. The evening 
will include live music, contra dancing with caller, 
dinner, drinks and a silent auction. During the three 
weeks leading up to the gala, the school website will 
include a link to the online auction with more than 
100 items and experiences to bid on. All proceeds 
from the gala and auction go to a specifi c initiative 
each year. 

According to Patty Jacobson, chair of the gala 
committee, the goal for this year is to reinstate the 
eurythmy program at the school. Eurythmy is an ex-
pressive movement art that dates back to the early 
20th century, she explains, primarily a performance 
art but also used in education, especially in Wal-
dorf schools. The gestures in eurythmy relate to the 
sounds and rhythms of speech, to tones and rhythms 
of music and to “soul experiences” such as joy and 
sorrow. Once the fundamental repertoire elements 
are learned, they can be composed into free artistic 
expressions through movement, and help build im-
portant skills that allow for the growth of a success-
ful individual: collaboration, creativity, confi dence, 
cultural awareness, empathy and critical thinking.

A portion of proceeds are also given back to the 
community every year, Jacobson adds, so a percent-
age of the funds raised through the gala and auc-
tion will also be given to Hasbrouck Park, which the 
school uses every day. ++
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Rodriguez’s denouement 
(Continued from page 1) 

to Rodriguez as someone with whom they worked 
closely. Mayorga’s organizing involved Spanish-
speakers, and Rodriguez is the only Spanish-speak-
ing legislator. Between October and December, 
when they ultimately stopped speaking, Rodriguez 
texted her often and insistently.

She invited him to hear her speak about women 
in government at Bard College, and they had dinner. 
Afterwards, Rodriguez texted Mayorga, calling her 
“princess” and his “little warrior.” Mayorga said she 
realized that Rodriguez’s fl irtations were problem-
atic after he agreed to help her move, something he 
had also done for her supervisor at Citizen Action. 
He texted that because she’s a Virgo, he should nev-
er see her again “because I’ll fall madly in love with 
you.” Her response, “C’mon, Hector, I’m basically a 
child compared to you, agewise.”

He reneged on the off er to help her move after a 
post on Facebook that she said he’d taken person-
ally. He told her he’d leave her alone for a while, tex-
ting, “Cliché as it is, it’s not you, it’s me.”

Mayorga decided to show the texts to her Citizen 
Action supervisor at the time, Callie Jayne. “He’s 
the Ulster County [legislature] minority leader and 
a local politician that we work very closely with, 
and there’s something wrong here,” Mayorga said. 
Mayorga said Jayne told her that this wasn’t the fi rst 
time Rodriguez had been inappropriate with young-
er organizers. Mayorga believes Jayne reported it to 
Jess Wisneski, Citizen Action’s co-executive director. 
When asked via email if Wisneski had ever been no-
tifi ed of sexual harassment allegations about Rodri-
guez, she replied, “Sorry, I can’t comment on this.” 

Later, when Mayorga invited Rodriguez to work 
with her on a Spanish-speaking committee for Citi-
zen Action, he was busy, and in fact, she says, he 
never talked to her again. “He was unable to have a 
working relationship with me if I wasn’t available for 
his advances.”

Mayorga said she learned from other young or-
ganizers that they had similar experiences with 
Rodriguez, and that’s why she decided to come for-
ward. “Clearly, there’s a behavioral problem that’s 
gone unchecked for a long time,” Mayorga said. “He 
needs some sort of accountability for his behavior.”

Another woman, who could only share her expe-
rience anonymously because of her employment 
situation, detailed a similar, recent interaction. She 

was in her mid-20s, working on a political campaign 
where the work was grueling and her position tenu-
ous.  She explained some of the power dynamics 
implicit in campaigning. “It is your job to make ev-
ery person you interact with feel good, and eff orts 
to stand up for yourself, especially to local elected 
offi  cials, can jeopardize the possibility of endorse-
ments, political sway, and — the most valuable thing 
of all — votes,” she wrote.

She said Rodriguez approached her after her can-
didate lost the Democratic Congressional primary 
last year. Texts she shared show him off ering infor-
mation about who was hiring and promises to reach 
out on her behalf, then expressions of romantic in-

terest. She wrote, “His texting became incessant, 
and fl irty, and I found myself in a situation where I 
risked being cut off  unless I humored the advances 
of someone over a decade my elder …  He sent me 
texts, several every hour, that started with a harm-
less ‘hey,’ and quickly escalated. He was quick to 
claim that my not responding to him fast enough 
warranted him proposing to cut off  contact.”

She said she spoke with him directly on these mat-
ters, and his behavior did not change.  She wrote, “I 
am hoping, as I walk in line with the brave women 
and men who have come forward and ignited the 
powerful #MeToo movement, that it’s not about 
what’s ‘bad enough,’ it’s about men who leverage 
their political power to get women; it’s about my job 
security, and most importantly, it’s about the threat 
of losing my voice and representation in govern-
ment. I no longer believe this is a power that should 
be aff orded to Hector.”

Four women who knew Rodriguez in a profession-
al capacity shared text exchanges they’d had with 
him, which show him making advances or sugges-
tive comments, and them replying that he was being 
inappropriate.

When asked in a February 10 interview if there had 
ever been complaints about his interactions with 
women, Rodriguez said not within the Legislature, 
and nothing of signifi cance in his professional life. 
He said he had been told that he’s touchy-feely and 
fl irty, and to mind his p’s and q’s, but that he hadn’t 
been told by organizations with whom he worked 
about any specifi c instances. He declined to com-
ment on Citizen Action. He wasn’t aware of a pattern 
in his texting history where professional conversa-
tions became sexualized. “I’m working with various 
friends of mine — women, specifi cally — and trying 
to seek how to be a better person,” he said, meaning 
someone who is more aware of the messages he puts 
out there. “I’m horrifi ed if I’ve hurt somebody.”

A way of navigating the world
On January 30, KT Tobin, the deputy mayor of 

New Paltz, and other leaders in the community 
decided to have a meeting with Rodriguez because 
they’d heard that #MeToo stories were percolating. 
Tobin had personal experience with Rodriguez, so 
it wasn’t hard for her to believe women. “It’s never 
just one woman; it’s a pattern of behavior, it’s a way 
of navigating the world.” Being in politics with him 
for over a decade, she’d often brushed him off , phys-
ically, and for other women she knows, he didn’t 
respect boundaries or physical autonomy. “As a 
woman who has experienced uncomfortability with 
him, and spoken to many women who have, as well, 
we’re taking the conversation out in the public.”

As a community leader, she wanted to address it 
with Rodriguez. “My goal is to try to fi nd a diff erent 
path because we’re not seeing good models. And I 
by no means condone any behavior that falls along 
the #MeToo spectrum. There’s got to be a space 
where we can reject the behavior but fi nd a way for 
people to change.”

Tobin is a sociologist and said she’s concerned 
that there’s an impact on civic participation. “We 
have seen plenty of examples of what not to do in 
response to hearing long-held stories from women 
who these men chronically hurt. They are denying, 
rationalizing, and centering themselves, often at-
tempting to spin narratives that they instead are the 
victims,” Tobin said. “There’s another way.”

New Paltz Councilman Dan Torres was also at 
the meeting. Just the Saturday before, he said he’d 
seen Rodriguez interact with a woman at an event 
in a way which he found telling. The woman had 
told Rodriguez that she was upset that he poked 
her when she walked past him, and Torres said that 
Rodriguez seemed to think she was joking. When 
Torres brought this up at the meeting, he thought 
Rodriguez had been aff ected by it. “It’s clear that 
Hector’s behavior certainly made people uncomfort-
able. Whether he’s aware of it or not isn’t relevant, 
frankly,” Torres said. “None of us were dismissing 
what he did, but it was important for us, as commu-
nity leaders, to highlight that this is an issue and it’s 
something he needs to own, so it doesn’t continue.”

According to Rodriguez, there were no specifi c 
situations mentioned at the January 30 meeting, but 
his February 6 announcement to not seek re-election 
was in part because he’d heard there were people 
he’d hurt, and he wanted to take stock. He said that 
while he’s proud of his work in the legislature, he’s 
also a bit weary. “Again, I’ve been doing this job — 
this is now year sixteen,” Rodriguez said. “But I also 
want to be candid at the same [time]. I had heard 
through the grapevine that there were some people 
that I had hurt. It wasn’t the majority factor, but it 
was defi nitely a factor.”

What the legislature knew
Terence Ward is a writer for the New Paltz Times. 

He said that he had been approached with the in-
formation that something important was happening 
during discussions around the vote for legislature 
chair, but when he investigated it, he either didn’t 
get a return call or got a polite “no comment.”

“I think there was a lot of hand-wringing about 
what they knew and what was appropriate to bring 
out in the public and what was best left unsaid,” 
Ward said. “I ultimately concluded that perhaps 
there were issues with women — that was the im-
pression I had gotten — but if that was the case, none 
of them were willing to come forward. I realized, in 
that moment, that it’s called ‘MeToo’ because it’s re-
ally hard to be ‘me fi rst.’”

There was a police report from a February 1, 2018, 
New Paltz Town Board meeting where the board was 
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seeking more information about a police program 
they were funding. Ward was there. Rodriguez came 
to speak about the Legislature’s position on that pro-
gram, and started his comments by making refer-
ence to having had an interesting time getting there.

Rodriguez said he made a stupid mistake: he 
meant to take a trail through a meadow as he walked 
from his apartment to get to the Community Center, 
but a seasonal river blocked the path. He said the 
only place he could cross was by entering someone’s 
backyard. Ward said he later tried walking that path, 
and though he couldn’t discount the possibility, he 
had trouble understanding how to get into the back-
yard from the trail. There’s a steep slope.

According to the police report that was fi led that 
night, Rodriguez was identifi ed as a suspicious per-

son running through the caller’s yard and chased 
into the Community Center, but Rodriguez says 
that’s not accurate. The police report says the call-
er’s husband confi rmed the incident, the police chief 
took the complaint that night at the Community Cen-
ter and the matter was resolved.

Ward says Rodriguez brought him the complaint a 
week before the chair vote as a reason why he might 
lose leadership. In my interview with him, Rodriguez 
said the police report did come up, indirectly, dur-

“I’m horrifi ed if I’ve hurt 
somebody,” said

Hector Rodriguez

ing the caucus discussion about the chair, but that 
he withdrew his name from consideration because 
he couldn’t get the 12 votes he, and the Democratic 
party, needed. “We had already had some political 
confl icts,” Rodriguez said. “Actually, myself and one 
member, and this was just over, honestly, how vo-
cal I’ve been in terms of pushing certain parts of our 
agenda.” Rodriguez said he didn’t put his name in 
for another term as majority leader because that was 
already decided before the chair discussion.

I reached out to legislators for comment. Chair 
Tracey Bartels and Majority Leader Jonathan Hep-
pner issued a joint statement via email: “At the Janu-
ary 7th Democratic caucus to discuss legislative lead-
ership it became clear that Legislator Rodriguez did 
not have the votes required to be elected chairman 
of the County Legislature. As a result, he removed 
his name from consideration. As of today, the legis-
lature has not been provided with any direct infor-
mation or allegations of misconduct or inappropri-
ate behavior by Legislator Rodriguez. Should such 
reports become public or be brought to us, they will 
be fully considered, along with any appropriate ac-
tion, at that time.”

Legislators Lynn Eckert and Kathy Nolan also com-
mented via email: “During deliberations among the 
Democratic Caucus about our nomination for chair 
of the Ulster County Legislature, concerns were 
raised about Legislator Hector Rodriguez’s interac-
tions with women. In the absence of any complaints 
coming directly to us, yet recognizing their potential 
importance, we welcomed Legislator Rodriguez’s 
decision to withdraw his name from consideration 
for chair, and several of us urged him at that time 
to address the matter publicly. With concerns and 
questions continuing to emerge, we the undersigned 
ask Legislator Rodriguez to make a full and public 

accounting of all matters that have been brought to 
him about his behavior.”

Questions remain
In the end, questions linger. This is the story of a man 

who doesn’t seem to see how his behavior can feel op-
pressive to some, and how romantic advances can be-
come road blocks. It’s about a man who wants to make 
amends, but also denies knowledge of what people are 
telling him he did. It’s about the blurry line in profes-
sional settings between friendship and boundaries.

It’s also the story of the systems that put women in 
government into tenuous situations, as well as about 
the political systems that are always at play. Why did 
people start talking about Rodriguez’s interactions 
with women now?

Certain questions were asked but not answered: 
Do legislators know things they’re not commenting 
on? If the legislature did discuss Rodriguez’s inter-
actions with women during their caucus, why did 
Chairwoman Bartels still give him a leadership role 
on the Economic Development Committee? What 
did Citizen Action know, and what’s their process 
around receiving complaints from their employees 
about the politicians they endorse or with whom 
they advocate?

On February 13, Rodriguez wrote a Facebook post, 
apologizing. “My communication with women in 
several circumstances was inappropriate. I am still 
learning the details at this time about those I may 
have off ended or hurt,” he wrote. “I am committed 
to listening, to apologize for what I’ve done, but to 
also use a restorative justice process if the people 
I’ve hurt or have off ended wish to.”

Then, Rodriguez deactivated his Facebook account.
An audio version of this story was aired February 

13th and is on the archive at RadioKingston.org. ++

Kavanagh 
announces 
for DA
Republican is Carnright’s 
hand-picked successor but will 
face Democrat Dave Clegg

by Jesse J. Smith

M
ICHAEL J. KAVANAGH became the fi rst 
Republican in 2019 so far to contest a 
countywide offi  ce last week when he 
said he would run for district attorney. 

The 48 year-old Republican currently serves as chief 
assistant DA under incumbent Holley Carnright. 
Carnright, also a Republican, will not seek a fourth 
four-year term in offi  ce. Kavanagh will likely face in 
November Kingston trial attorney Dave Clegg, who’s 
seeking to become the fi rst Democrat to win the DA’s 
offi  ce since 1848.

“This is an opportunity for the people of Ulster 
County to hire an attorney,” said Kavanagh. “To hire 
an attorney to prosecute the crimes that occur in this 
county … and to stand with the victims of crimes.”

Kavanagh, a Saugerties resident, is the son of long-
time Ulster County DA and former state Supreme 
Court judge E. Michael Kavanagh. He was licensed to 
practice law in 1999. Kavanagh served as a Dutchess 
County Assistant District Attorney for seven years 
before going into private practice with the former 
Kingston fi rm Mainetti, Mainetti & O’Connor. Kava-
nagh joined the DA’s Offi  ce in 2012.

“It’s kind of a calling,” said Kavanagh of his de-
cision to become a career prosecutor. “You’re not 
going to make much money as a prosecutor, but as 
far as I’m concerned, it’s the best job in the court-
house.”

As Carnright’s top assistant, Kavanagh’s duties in-

clude overseeing the offi  ce’s grand jury operations 
and consulting with 26 full- and part-time ADA’s on 
legal strategy, charging decisions and plea agree-
ments. Kavanagh also carries a share of the roughly 
500 felony cases that go through the offi  ce each year, 
including high-profi le prosecutions involving mur-
der and other serious crimes.

“I have the experience of prosecuting just about 
every crime there is, successfully,” said Kavanagh. “I 
hope people will focus on that experience.”

Kavanagh praised Carnright, a traditional pros-
ecutor who has expressed skepticism about progres-
sive reform eff orts like raising the age of criminal 
responsibility, eliminating cash bail and legalizing 
marijuana. But, Kavanagh said, he would support 
“procedural justice and transparency” reforms and 
programs that seek to reach out to and rehabilitate 
off enders before they get more deeply enmeshed in 
the criminal justice system.

“There are diff erent schools of thought on how 
the criminal justice system needs to interact with 
the community,” said Kavanagh. “But I think the 

changes that are happening in New York and around 
the country are good.”

Kavanagh, who said he will seek the Republican, 
Conservative and Independence party lines, will 
face a challenge from Clegg, a 66-year-old trial at-
torney who is running on an unabashedly reformist 
platform. Clegg, who ran an unsuccessful primary 
campaign for the Democratic nomination for New 
York’s 19th Congressional District seat last year, is for 
expanding the use of specialty courts to divert ad-
dicts, veterans and at-risk youth from incarceration 
to treatment. Clegg as also advocated placing more 
focus on preventing crime and reintegrating off end-
ers into the community to prevent recidivism.

“Mike is a decent fellow, but there are policy is-
sue diff erences and experience-level diff erences be-
tween us.” said Clegg this week. “That will be what 
this race is about.” ++

First alderwoman-at-large?

A one-term alderwoman will seek to replace out-
going alderman-at-large James Noble, and become 
the fi rst woman in Kingston’s history to occupy the 
number-two post in city government. Andrea Shaut 
(D-Ward 9) announced her run the post this week af-
ter Noble announced that he would not seek a fourth 
four-year term. Shaut will run alongside Democratic 
incumbent mayor Steve Noble.

“I’ve been thinking about one of the leadership 
roles for a few months,” said Shaut this week. “Jim 
was going back and forth about whether he was go-
ing to run again. When he decided not to, I decided 
to do it.”

The alderman-at-large serves as deputy mayor and 
president of the Common Council. He or she has 
the power to make committee assignments, create 
new committees and introduce new legislation. The 
alderman-at-large is also the fi rst in the line of suc-
cession if the mayor’s offi  ce becomes vacant.

Shaut, a classically trained pianist and professional 
musician whose gigs include serving as accompanist 
to the United States Military Academy Glee Club and 
leader of an award-winning wedding band, pointed 
to her experience as a musical entrepreneur, and 
her close study of the council and city departments 
as qualifi cations for the job. “I think it’s a role that 
would suit my skill set,” said Shaut.

 -- Jesse J. Smith
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Donald Williams
stepping down
by Jesse J. Smith

R
EPUBLICAN COUNTY COURT Judge Don-
ald A. Williams announced last Friday, Feb. 
15 that he would not seek a second 10-year 
term in offi  ce. Williams’ announcement 

marks the end of a 40-year career as one of Ulster 
County’s most high-profi le legal professionals.

“Serving the people of Ulster County has been the 
focus of my entire career,” Williams wrote in a press 
release. “I have never taken one day for granted and 
truly appreciate the opportunities I have had to give 
back to the community where I was born and raised.”

Veteran defense attorney and Democrat Bryan 

 DAN BARTON

Judge Don Williams.
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Rounds has announced that he will seek the County 
Court judgeship. So far, no Republican candidate for 
the post has emerged.

Williams, 66, has been in public service since 1979 
when he was hired as an Ulster County assistant dis-
trict attorney. Over the course of two decades, Wil-
liams rose to the rank of chief assistant to-then DA 
E. Michael Kavanagh. In 1999, when Kavanagh was 
elected state Supreme Court Judge, Williams took 
over as the county’s chief law enforcement offi  cer. As 
DA, Williams prosecuted high-profi le cases including 
that of Hudson Valley Mall shooter Robert Bonelli Jr. 
In 2009, Williams was elected County Court judge.

On the bench, Williams was known for handing 
out stiff  sentences and harsh appraisals of convicted 
defendants’ character and conduct. But Williams 
was also known as a fi rm believer in principles of 
fairness that could be equally frustrating for prose-
cutors and defense attorneys seeking a quick resolu-
tion to cases by way of a plea agreement.

In 2011, Williams presided over the trial of two al-
leged Bloods gang members for the Kingston murder 
of witness in a case against another gang member. 
The high-profi le trial, which ended in conviction and 
life sentences for both defendants, was the fi rst on a 

charge of fi rst-degree murder in Ulster County mod-
ern memory.

Williams’ pending retirement — his term ends Dec. 
31 — continues a shakeup in Ulster County’s criminal 
justice system that began in November when Paul 
VanBlarcum, running on the Republican and Con-
servative party lines, was defeated in his bid for a 
fourth four-year term as sheriff  by Democrat and re-
tired state trooper Juan Figueroa. Earlier this month, 
another long-serving Republican lawman, District 
Attorney Holley Carnright, announced he would not 
seek a fourth four-year term in offi  ce. ++

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239 Call Norma   
845-331-1261 x 224 

Sponsored by Ulster Federal Credit Union  

21st Annual Gateway Raffle 
to benefit the programs of  

Gateway Community Industries, Inc. 

Ticket Price $100  ~  Only 350 Tickets Will Be Sold! 
$10,000  First Prize!         2nd Prize: $1,500    3rd Prize: $500     4th Prize: $500 

Drawing will be held on Friday, March 8, 2019   6:00 - 8:00 pm 
at The Chateau * 240 Boulevard * Kingston, N.Y.  

Need not be present to win but there are addi onal opportuni es for prize drawings throughout the evening! 
Must be 18 years or older to purchase cket.  Tax deduc ble por on of cket price is $90. 
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RSVP requested  
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Convenient Gardiner 
Location 
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7 minutes  
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window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner
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School safety in question
(Continued from page 1) 

added, but are actually connected. “The common 
thread is safety, and these experiences and the re-
sponse from the district have left children and par-
ents feeling physically and/or emotionally unsafe. 
Because we are dealing with incidents as they occur, 
and identifying them as infrequent or isolated, the 
district is relying on reactive solutions dealing with 
the fallout after something awful has happened, with 
little or no consistency.”

The district has sent letters to parents regarding 
the troubling incidents as they’ve occurred and have 
posted statements on their website, but the speaker 
representing the 124 signers from the New Paltz Ra-
cial Equity Coalition and Sisters of Sojourner Truth 
said those responses have been “insensitive and dis-
missive,” which is “not acceptable.”

Dealing with individuals and not addressing the 
entire student body is not enough, she said, calling 
for “proactive and reactive strategies” that build 
trust and help students reach their full potential. 
“We need humility and sensitivity and a willingness 
to look critically at what is and isn’t eff ective.”

Other speakers referencing the same issues fol-
lowed, with one parent noting that school district 
staff  is required by state law and school district 
policy to report any incidents they witness of rac-
ism or sexual assault, “whether or not the target 
complains.” She asked where the data on mandated 
quarterly reports is stored, and how the community 
can gain access to that information.

Another speaker referenced an incident of report-
ed sexual assault, noting that the alleged victim and 
the accused continued to attend classes in the same 
classroom while the investigation was ongoing, a sit-
uation that could lead to possible retaliation, trauma 
and further victimization. “It is irresponsible to do 
this. Administrative discretion has to be used,” she 
noted, to keep the alleged victim and the accused 
apart.

Another community member stated that racial 
discrimination has been going on in the New Paltz 
district for 25 years and that there are fewer profes-

sional African-Americans working in the district now 
than back then. “We need to be honest about that, 
and we need to do something about it.”

Two letters on the topic from community mem-
bers were also read into the record by district clerk 
Dusti Callo. The fi rst referenced school safety, criti-
cizing the administration’s lack of response to recent 
incidences of racism, sexual harassment and bul-
lying. He asked for security personnel to be imple-
mented inside the schools and on the buses, noting 

that his ten-year-old son had been physically assault-
ed on the bus while on school grounds earlier this 
year, and that there had been no consequences for 
the person who attacked his son nor for his son, who 
provoked the incident. He was not recommending 
armed guards or School Resource Offi  cers, he wrote; 
simply trained security personnel.

“We were able to hire an additional crisis coun-
selor, but what good does this serve?” he asked. 
“Students are too afraid to speak up about what’s 
happening to them, let alone sit with a counselor to 
discuss it. Is the purpose of a crisis counselor to reas-
sure our children that everything will be okay when 
one of their classmates threatens to shoot them? Or 
is it the job of a security guard to be alerted to said 
threat, search the student and their locker, and re-
assure the student body and parents that the threat 
was not a viable one and the student concerned has 
been referred to said counselor?”

Addressing school administration, he wrote, “If 

Addressing the school 
administration, one 

community member wrote, 
“If it’s your obligation to 

provide a safe environment, 
then do your job. You’re 

failing.”

it’s your obligation to provide a safe environment, 
then do your job. You’re failing.”

The second letter was from a community member 
who wrote that her daughter had been sexually as-
saulted by a male classmate in January of 2018 and 
the crime was reported the following day. She was 
told an investigation would take place, but advised 
that it was usually a situation of “he-said, she-said.” 
Her daughter was left in the classroom with the ac-
cused during the course of the investigation, she 
added, which led to her daughter eventually being 
pulled out of school with the appearance that it had 
been she who had done something wrong. “She was 
missing out on her education and has to play catch-
up,” the parent wrote, suggesting security cameras 
in the school.

Board members and the administration did not 
respond to community members who spoke at last 
week’s meeting.

School safety forum rescheduled
According to Superintendent of Schools Maria 

Rice, the New Paltz Central School District’s school 
safety informational forum originally scheduled for 
February 12 and cancelled due to weather conditions 
has been rescheduled for Tuesday, February 26 from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. in room 138 at the high school. The 
school principals will all be present along with mem-
bers of the school district’s safety committee, which 
includes teachers, parents, community members 
and New Paltz Police Chief Joseph Snyder and Lieu-
tenant Robert Lucchesi, who will discuss changes in 
the district lockdown policies. Dr. Michael O’Rourke, 
program administrator of the Health, Safety and Risk 
Management program, will also attend.

“The purpose of the forum is to talk about the safe-
ty measures already in place in each of the school 
buildings, what is in process and what we’re plan-
ning,” Rice said. “The majority of the time will be 
to listen to parents, hear their questions and answer 
what we can and write down suggestions.”

Deputy schools superintendent Michelle Martoni 
will also be present to discuss the threat assessment 
and crisis teams established. The co-chairs of the 
committee are director of transportation Maureen 
Ryan and food services director Michael Robinson. 

Childcare will be provided by the school PTSA 
from 6:15 to 8 p.m. in room 136. ++

Hibernians plan big parade

Spring may be some days away, but the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians is fast-forwarding to what many 
in Kingston consider the unoffi  cial start to spring.

The 32nd annual St. Patrick's Day Parade is on 
Sunday, March 10 at 1 p.m. The parade    will be 
preceded by the two-mile Shamrock Run starting at 
Academy Green at 12:50 p.m.

This year’s grand marshal is Albany native Da-
vid Doyle, chef at the Blackboard Bistro, operated 
by The Arc of Ulster-Greene. Doyle, who grew up 
marching with his family in the North Albany Little 
Limerick Parade, moved to Kingston in 2006 and 
has been an active member of the AOH since 2007.

The mayor of the day will be Jean Steuding, a 
Kingston native and 19-year member of the Ladies 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, where she served as 
secretary for several terms.

Nina McCann, a Linden Avenue Middle School stu-
dent, has been named this year's Irish Princess. Nina 
is a high honors student and member of the National 
Junior Honor Society.

COUNTY | NOTES
Hunter Castle, seven years old, will be the 2019 

Bearer of St. Patrick.

Saugerties starts arts commission

SUNY New Paltz estimates that art tourists bring 
$23.5 million a year and support 372 jobs in Ulster. 
On February 6, the Saugerties town board took a 
measure to help out local artists, passing a motion to 
create a formal arts commission for the town.

Supervisor Fred Costello Jr. said that the members 
of the commission, who will be formally named in a 
month or so, will help organize all that creative en-
ergy.

“[The increasing art presence in Saugerties is] the 
accumulation of a lot of things,” said Costello. “The 
artists’ studio tour has been a good platform for art-
ists to show off  what they do and get recognition. 
The recent infl ux of galleries also adds to that and 
individual artists have gotten some great recogni-
tion. I think it's an accumulation of a lot of diff erent 
things that created many successes. The chamber of 
commerce having a recurring public arts display is 
defi nitely a part of that.”

Costello said the commission will give local artists 
more opportunities to get grants, and will be able to 
codify all of Saugerties’ artistic resources into one 
database.

Barbara Bravo has spearheaded Saugerties’ Art-
ists’ Studio Tour for 15 years. “It was felt that it was 
time to kind of bring everything under one umbrel-
la, so that we would know exactly what is going on, 
when its happening, who the players are — our cul-
tural assets,” said Bravo. “It’s also about outreach, 
marketing, letting other communities know what 
we’re doing here. It’s a big part of bringing in people 
from outside to enjoy the things that we have.”

Other members of the exploratory committee, 
who modeled much of the body of the commis-
sion’s bylaws off  Poughkeepsie’s, also included Anna 

Landewe, Opus 40 owner and creator Tad Richards, 
Shout Out Saugerties champion Suzanne Bennett 
and Robert Langdon of the Emerge Gallery on Main 
Street.

 -- Christina Coulter

Comeau renovation sketched

At its February 12 meeting, the Woodstock town 
board braved the snow to hire Walker Architecture 
to plan an expansion of Comeau Drive offi  ces. It also 
sent its set of short-term rental regulations to the 
county for approval.

Les Walker and his son Jess discussed a prelimi-
nary concept that includes a one-story addition to 
the rear of the main offi  ces at 45 Comeau Drive. The 
supervisor’s cottage will also get a major overhaul.

“Everything from upstairs is coming down,” town 
supervisor Bill McKenna said. Offi  ces including 
those of the building department, planning board, 
assessor and others are upstairs in the former home, 
inaccessible to those in wheelchairs or those unable 
to climb stairs.

“We want to do this the way we did the [Mescal 
Hornbeck] Community Center,” Les Walker said. 
“We’ll talk to all the users.” During the design phase 
of the Community Center renovation, Walker Archi-
tecture held meetings with potential users and in-
corporated their input into the plans.

The addition will feature a full basement so all the 
departments can store “tons of stuff ,” Les Walker 
said. In addition to replacing all the windows, plans 
include installation of a central heating and air-con-
ditioning system similar to one used in the Commu-
nity Center.

Town clerk Jackie Earley noted the upgrades 
should signifi cantly reduce electricity usage, since 
offi  ces rely on space heaters and window air con-
ditioners to keep the temperature at a comfortable 
level.
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DAVID JOHNSON

An Eastern Coyote.

by Erin Quinn

A
S WE ENTERED the thick of the coyote 
mating season, it was fi tting that this past 
Thursday night – February 14, Valentine’s 
Day – saw a packed Lecture Center on the 

SUNY New Paltz campus for a presentation titled 
“Coexisting with Coyotes,” with Melissa Gillmer, 
head zookeeper of the Trailside Museums and Zoo 
at Bear Mountain State Park.

Due to its ingenuity and resilience, the Eastern 
coyote has successfully expanded its range to every 
corner of New York State. Gillmer pointed out that 
during their mating season, which typically begins 
in mid-January and runs through the end of March, 
these furry mammals become more vocal, yipping 
and howling, sometimes into what seems to be an 
orchestrated frenzy, late into the winter night. This 
cacophony of sounds is due to several things, she 
said. “It’s breeding season! And we aren’t the only 
ones celebrating Valentine’s Day.”

The Eastern coyote is generally monogamous, 
sometimes mating for life until one of the pair dies. 
As they search for one another to mate, the call-and-
response becomes critical. And once a litter arrives 
(on average, four to six pups), the pair will howl and 
yip to let other coyotes know that they have estab-
lished a specifi c territory for themselves and their 
young and not to intrude.

Gillmer noted that “Coyotes have diff erent per-
sonalities, and some are more vocal than others. 
But once a coyote starts howling, it typically leads 
to others joining in.” This, she said, can sound like a 
cascade of howls across a landscape, when it may re-
ally only be a few coyotes calling and responding to 
one another. The zoologist even imitated the various 
yips and howls and barks, noting how diff erent and 
unique each one is to the individual coyote. “They also 
have very keen hearing and can discern another coy-
ote howl from as far as three miles away,” she noted.

Someone in the audience asked if the howling 
ever signifi ed a fresh kill or dinner of some sort, and 
Gillmer said that “It very well could,” noting that, 
like all languages, the complexities of the coyote call 
are the subject of much research. It could be used 
for family bonding, mating, territorial disputes, 
hunting, to signal danger or for sheer amusement 
and everything in between.

There are various types of coyotes, but the one 
that is found in this region is the Eastern coyote, 

which ranges in weight from 25 to 45 pounds, with 
a 55-pound specimen found in Pennsylvania holding 
the record as the largest ever documented. They are 
approximately four to fi ve feet in length, nose to tail, 
with large, pointed snouts. They have thick fur that 
can range, based on season and temperature, from 
blonde and brown striations to black and grey. She 
showed a slide of a black coyote feasting on a deer 
leg in Bear Mountain State Park. “If you saw that 
picture, you may very well assume that it’s a dog,” 
she said. “It looks like a German shepherd, which 
many people confuse coyotes with.” But, she said, 
while there are visual similarities, the coyote is re-
ally half the size of a German shepherd, which is a 
much larger, heavier mammal weighing closer to 60 
pounds or more.

The coyote expert also noted that this urban myth 
that coyotes and dogs or even wolves interbreed 
is much less likely than people imagine, as female 
coyotes only have their estrus once a year for a few 
days and attract male coyotes. The pups are born in 
late March and April with their eyes closed, and are 
housed in groundhog dens that the parents have ex-
cavated. “They have a social structure that includes 
tight pairing and family bonds, but then there are 
loners.”

While they are classifi ed as carnivores and subsist 
primarily on a diet of woodchucks, beaver, turkey, 
rabbit, birds, rodents and white-tailed deer, she said 
that coyotes are somewhat agnostic when it comes 
to their diet and do eat plants, fruit and whatever 
human food waste they might fi nd in an urban or 
suburban area. Coyotes are so adaptable that they 
can be found living in forests, wetlands, suburban 
and even urban areas.

One of the big questions that citizens have (as do 
researchers) is whether or not the increase of the 
Eastern coyote population is having an impact on 
the ever-increasing deer population. “Are they deer 
specialists?” Gillmer asked, pointing to various studies 
that had been conducted in regions throughout New 
York State, including suburban areas like Westchester 
and heavily forested areas like the northern Adiron-
dacks. While the answer is somewhat inconclusive, the 
studies that Gillmer referenced showed that, though 
coyotes are capable of taking down a live adult deer, 
they’re more likely to feed upon already wounded, 
injured or dead deer, rather than go for the full kill 
themselves. “In this study [done in Central and West-
ern New York with coyote that had been tagged by 

researchers], there were 86 deer carcasses; but out of 
that number, 92 percent had been scavenged by and 
only eight percent killed by the coyotes.”

Because of the vast number of fawns that are be-
ing dropped throughout New York State during the 
white-tailed deer breeding season in summer, many 
of the deer eaten by coyote are not only scavenged 
from roadkill, hunting or injury, but also by taking 
easy fawn prey. “Their diet is evolving, and changes 
based on the area they’re living in, as well as the sea-
son,” Gillmer said, noting one baseline study dating 
back to the 1940s that shows a recent surge in the 
amount of beavers that coyote are consuming, point-
ing more toward the increase of the state’s beaver 
population than anything else.

The New York State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (DEC) considers coyote to be a le-
gal game species that can be hunted from October 
through the end of March, with no bag (count) limit. 
The agency has established four categories of “con-
fl ict” that could happen between the human popula-
tion and coyote population, ranging from Category 1, 
defi ned as coyotes being reported to be near people, to 
Category 3, where they’ve actually threatened or killed 
a person’s pet, and Category 4 (which has almost zero 
incidents): a coyote threatening or attacking a person.

The New Paltz Times reported last spring on some 
incidents west of the Wallkill where one resident had 
two small Maltese dogs taken by coyote. This began 
reports on social media by some other residents who 
reported “aggressive” behavior by coyotes and were 
backed by the New Paltz town supervisor in request-
ing that the DEC use non-lethal means to relocate 
coyote that were perceived to be threatening.

The DEC recommends several ways to curb any 
potential confl ict with coyotes, the fi rst being to re-
move any garbage, pet food, waste or birdseed from 
the outside of the home, particularly during mating/
breeding season. The agency also strongly suggests 
that any pets be leashed and not left unattended out-
side where coyotes may roam. “Do not let pets run 
loose!” said Gillmer, who also noted that, if one does 
fi nd oneself approached by a coyote when outside or 
walking a dog, the best approach may be just trying 
“hazing activities. Throw a rock or a stick. Wave your 
arms. Make some noise. But do not run! Usually loud 
noises and some arm-waving is enough to send the 
coyote running,” she said. If that does not work, and 
someone witnesses coyotes stalking pets or exhibit-
ing no wariness of humans, they are encouraged to 
report those incidents to the DEC at (845) 256-3000.

Wrapping up the talk with various questions and 
answers, Gillmer noted that there are many “posi-
tive values” of having the Eastern coyote in our midst. 
These included the “evening serenades” that the coy-
otes give and “free concerts,” as well as “farmers en-
joying” coyotes feeding off  harvest and livestock pests 
like groundhogs, rabbits and rodents. “Sportsmen 
enjoy them for hunting, and they might be fostering a 
healthier deer population, as well as encouraging more 
fox, fi shers and ravens,” which appear in greater num-
bers wherever Eastern coyote are found.

If you’re able to sit on a porch or step outside on 
a brisk winter’s night, maybe you’ll be able to hear 
and enjoy the cacophony of the coyote chorus as it 
lulls the moon into bed and reminds us that there is 
still a wildness in us all. ++

Learning to love the wily Eastern coyote
In our own backyard
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Winners of the 200-yard medley relay:  Tadju Trzewik-Quinn, Leo Kuyl, Sean Geisler and 
Finn Goldleaf. Kuyl jumped in and took them from fifth place to first place with a blistering 
split time of 20.15.

The 200 medley relay team members cheering Leo 
Kuhl on to a first place finish.

Leo Kuyl -- The Belgian Missile.Winning the 200-yard freestyle relay: Alex Demis, Leo 
Kuyl, Tadju Trzewik-Quinn and Sean Geisler.

 Leo Kuyl: Section 9 50 and 100 freestyle champion. 

Section 9 swimming: 
Kuyl doubles, New 
Paltz second

I
T WAS A big day for the New Paltz boys this past 
Saturday, not only with Leo Kuyl running away 
with the 50 and 100 freestyle races, but also 
winning the 200 Medley and 200 Freestyle re-

lays. All in all, the Huguenots are sending fi ve swim-
mers to States

Kuyl, who broke every pool record in the 50 free-
style this season, ripped through the Valley Central 
pool in 20.94, just off  Lawrence Virgilio of Pine 
Bush's 20.36 in 2011. And not to be complacent, the 
long, lean 6-6 senior then blew everyone away with 
a 46.30 in the 100 freestyle, again just off  Virgilio's 
2011 mark of 45.12. Kuyl is ranked third in the State 
in the 50 and fourth in 100 freestyle and could have 
himself quite the State Meet.

And still one not to rest on his laurels, Kuyl an-
chored both winning relays: the 200 Medley with 
Tadju Trzewik-Quinn, Finn Goldleaf, Sean Geisler 
and Kuyl in a blistering 1:37.80; and the 200 Free-
style Relay with Geisler, Alex Demis, Trzewik-Quinn 
and Kuyl in 1:28.16.

Trzewik-Quinn fi nished second in the 100 back-
stroke in 53.87 (qualifying for States), with Geisler 
fi nishing seventh in the 100 butterfl y (he had quali-
fi ed for States in Friday's preliminaries with a 53.68) 
in 54.14 and sixth in the 100 breaststroke in 1:03.23. 
Trzewik-Quinn had already qualifi ed for the 100 but-

terfl y in season.
The New Paltz kids took fi fth in the 400 Freestyle 

relay, as sophomore Demis, freshman Pece, junior 
Goldleaf and freshman Brady Saunders swam a 
3:29.0.

For Highland, Philip Sadchikov fi nished second 
in the 100 breaststroke in 1:00.90 -- qualifying for 

States -- and third in the 200 Individual Medley in 
59.79, also qualifying for States.

New Paltz, with just eight swimmers on hand, fi n-
ished second to Monroe-Woodbury 322.5 to 249.5.

The State Meet is at the Nassau Aquatics Center on 
Long Island on March 1-2.

-- Rich Corozine

Sean Geisler: State qualifier in the 100 butterfly.

NEW PALTZ & HIGHLAND | SPORTS



June 14, 2012  •  17  February 21, 2019 • 17  New Paltz Times 

Section 9 Nordic skiing

New Paltz won the Section 9 boys and girls Nordic 
ski crowns last Tuesday at Gore Mountain, with the 
boys going 1-2-3 with Wells Willett  winning in 33:07, 
Diego Schillaci second in 33:38 and Elijah Tamarch-
enko third in 39:00; for the girls, second (Amelia St. 
Johnin 25:29), third (Abbey Gravatt in 26:43) and 
fi fth (Lake Willett in 28:21) behind winner Isabelle 
Serrano of Rondout’s 23:25.

Qualifying for the State Meet in Lake Placid on 
Monday, February 25 (girls: 6.6-kilometer and boys: 
10-kilometer Classics) and Tuesday, February 26 
(skate relays for boys and girls) are, for the boys: Wil-
lett, Schillaci, Tamarchenko and Kevin Metzger; and 
for the girls: St. John, Gravatt, Willett, Aracely Wat-
son and Eliza Shands.

-- Rich Corozine

MHAL indoor track championships

The New Paltz boys fi nished second to FDR, as Ja-
vaughn Gooden hit the tri-fecta, winning the 55-me-
ter run in 6.69, the 55-meter hurdles in 8.26 and 
the 300-meter run in 38.07, with Markus Fariello 
second in 38.53. Fariello also fi nished third in the 
600-meters in 1:29.86. Noah Brown took thirds in 
the high jump with 5-6 and pole vault with 11-0. The 
Huguenots also took home the gold in the 3200 relay 
with Riley Brutvan, Logan Linares, Ryan Drake and 
Joseph Ayala in 9:04.89. Highland’s Matthew Petty 
took third in the long jump with 17-4.

For the fi fth-place New Paltz girls, Hailey Dipple 
took thirds in the high jump with 4-6 and long jump 
with 14-10 3/4; while Highland’s Danielle Quirk-Hall 
took thirds in the 55-meters in 7.73 and 300-meters 
in 44.60. The Huskies fi nished eighth.

-- Rich Corozine

Roundball Roundup

The New Paltz boys’ basketball team fi nished the 
regular season at 14-3 with wins over Wallkill (83-69) 
and Rondout (66-53), setting up a meeting in this 
week's MHAL Final Four semifi nals with Marlboro 
(Wednesday, February 19 at 7 p.m.) -- with Ellen-
ville meeting Millbrook in the other MHAL semifi nal 
(Wednesday at 5 p.m.) -- with the fi nal on Thursday, 
February 21 at 7 p.m. (all games at SUNY Ulster).

Against Wallkill, Sammy Marshall scored a career-
high 25 points, with Chris Sifre adding 13; and against 
Rondout it was Axel Rodriguez with 14 points, Casey 
Burke and Marshall 10 points apiece.

Likewise, the Highland boys fi nished off  the reg-
ular season with wins over Pine Plains (66-47) and 
FDR (69-43) to fi nish at 12-7. Against Pine Plains, the 
Huskies were led by Sean Benkert with 15 points and 
Cameron Ness with 13 points and a career-high 25 
rebounds; and against FDR it was Ness with 18 points 
and 18 rebounds, John Scalo 14 points and Benkert 
12.

The New Paltz girls ran over Poughkeepsie (58-25) 
to fi nish the season at 10-6. Hailey Osborne led the 
Huguenots with 25 points, with Anna McDuffi  e add-

Boys’ Nordic ski State team (L-R): Mazir Moya (Wallkill), Kevin Metzger (New Paltz), Elijah Tamarchenko (New Paltz), 
Wells Willett (New Paltz), Diego Schillaci (New Paltz), Luke Martin (Wallkill) and Greg Marcinik (Wallkill).

Girls’ Nordic ski State team (L-R): Abbey Gravatt (New Paltz), Aracely Watson (New Paltz), Lake Willett (New Paltz), 
Isabelle Serrano (Rondout), Eliza Shand (New Paltz), Amelia St. John (New Paltz) and Danielle Takacs (New Paltz).

ing ten and Bella Santos eight.
And the Highland girls defeated Fallsburg (71-60) 

to fi nish at 13-5. Bri Rozzi connected for 27 points 
to push her career total to 1,793 points, surpassing 
Marlboro's 6-7 Dolores Bootz (1,789 in 1984) into 
tenth place on the Section 9 all-time career scor-
ing list. With the Section 9 tournament coming up 
there is an outside chance for Rozzi to move ahead 
of Middletown's Chantel Anthony's 1,859 points (in 
2003) and into ninth place. The MHAL all-time lead-
ing scorer is FDR's Karen O'Connor with 2,662 points 
in 1987. Against Fallsburg, Adrianna Scalo added 15 
points and Icis Roman seven.

-- Rich Corozine

Section 9 gymnastics

Highland's Valerie Precour fi nished fourth all-
around with 32.95 points to qualify for States for 
the second year in-a-row, scoring 7.75 on the uneven 
bars (second place), 8.75 on the balance beam (sec-
ond place) and 8.875 in the fl oor exercise (seventh 
place). Joining her at States will be Zoe Munson (sev-
enth in the vault with 8.0; sixth on the beam with 
8.20; tenth in the fl oor exercise with 8.75; and ninth 
all-around with 30.825 points. The Huskies fi nished 
third behind FDR and Wallkill.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz indoor track's Javaughn Gooden.

New Paltz basketball's Sammy Marshall.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice and drop box is 
located at 29 South Chestnut Street.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.

New Paltz Times
N E W S  O F  N E W  P A L T Z ,  G A R D I N E R ,  H I G H L A N D  &  B E Y O N D

Editor: Debbie Alexsa 

Almanac editor: Julie O’Connor

Contributors: Terence P Ward

Frances Marion Platt, Sharyn Flanagan

Erin Quinn, Rich Corozine, Jesse J. Smith

Staff  photographer: Lauren Thomas

Columnists: Carol Johnson

Mark Sherman, Susan Slotnick

Student Columnist: Dayna Thomas

Display ad sales: Jenny Bella, Lynn Coraza

Pam Courselle, Elizabeth Jackson

Ralph Longendyke, Linda Saccoman

Production and technology director: Joe Morgan

New Paltz Times layout & design: Debbie Alexsa

Production: Diane Congello-Brandes 

Josh Gilligan, Rick Holland

Off ice manager: Dale Geff ner

Classifieds: Tobi Watson, Amy Murphy

Calendar: Donna Keefe

Ulster Publishing
Publisher: Geddy Sveikauskas

Advertising director: Genia Wickwire

Executive editor, digital: Will Dendis

Circulation manager: Dominic Labate

Subscriptions: Tobi Watson

Advertising Project Manager: Sue Rogers 

New Paltz Times USPS# 305-810 is a weekly 

newspaper published 52 times a year by Ulster 

Publishing Co., Inc., 322 Wall St., Kingston, NY 12401-

3820. Periodical Postage rate is paid at Highland, NY 

mailing office.

Postmaster: Send address changes to: New Paltz Times, 

PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402-3329.

Subscriptions are $45 per year in county, $50 out of 

county, $40 for students & senior citizens, $75 per year 

overseas. New Paltz Times is distributed at $1.50 per copy 

at New Paltz area newsstands. For additional copies and in-

formation, call: 845.255.7000, fax: 845.255.7005 or e-mail: 

subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com.

Don Kerr is seeking re-election
to the New Paltz Village Board

Having thought long and hard about it, I will be 
enthusiastically putting my name on the ballot for 
re-election to the New Paltz Village Board. It would 
be an honor and a pleasure to continue to serve my 
neighbors as a trustee. Having been on the south 
side of many 3-2 votes over the past two years, I fi rst 
wanted to evaluate my eff ectiveness as a trustee be-
fore coming to a conclusion. Often, I have tempered 
or modifi ed some of the initiatives proposed by my 
colleagues. For instance, I am personally opposed to 
the new practice of requiring use of parking meters 
on Sundays. When the matter was put before the 
board, I reached out to the houses of worship in the 
village and sought their input. The result was a com-
promise in which meter laws are not enforced until 
Sunday afternoons.

When the new NBR zone was written in a manner 
(with no public discussion) that allowed four-story 
buildings to cast shadows over Huguenot Street, I 
spearheaded the creation of a blue ribbon commit-
tee to address the issue and make recommendations 
to the board. Wise heads and a three-story limit ulti-
mately prevailed. It is not, though, an either/or ques-
tion. I believe that there is room for advocates of four 
stories and protectors of Huguenot Street to work to-
gether. There are places in our village -- in the down-
town business core -- where taller buildings might be 
appropriate. But we should not, as was proposed in 
the NBR, just give away a fourth story without get-
ting something in return. My response to the desire 
for more density and four-story buildings has been 
to work to research, with trustee Dennis Young, the 
concept of an overlay zone; which would be limited 
to the core downtown area. This zoning would de-
mand value for our community from developers in 
areas such as aff ordable housing and zero energy in 
exchange for approval of a fourth story. The Village 
Board can determine exactly what those criteria will 
be. This is the sort of horse trading and compromise 
that allows us to move forward as a united commu-
nity. It is a skill called boardsmanship and important 
to eff ectiveness.

My fi erce protection of the Millbrook Preserve 
from the clear cutting that comes with well drill-
ing, leadership in real-world eff orts to pinpoint the 
source of fecal bacteria in the Wallkill River and 
establishment of the ban on plastic retail bags are 
sources of pride. Speaking of Pride, funds are avail-
able to refresh the rainbow crosswalk prior to the 
2019 Pride March. It was my suggestion to create 
that colorful testament to the strong history and 
bond between our village and our gay, lesbian and 
transgender sisters and brothers.

My career as a politico began as an advocate for 
women. I founded and led an organization called 
Friends of Midwives, and we retained attorney Mi-
chael Sussman, who fought in court to protect all 
families who choose a natural birth, and their care-
givers. I was the only male member of that 70+ per-
son group. Later, my wife, our child and I moved 
to The Farm in Tennessee for three months so that 
my son could be delivered by the author of Spiritual 
Midwifery, Ina May Gaskin.

When my son, now grown, asked why a person 
would work to gain a seat on a municipal board, I 
explained to him that 95% of the votes are dry and 
pro forma. But the opportunity to work with the staff  
at Village Hall, the Department of Public Works and 
our volunteer fi refi ghters is more than worth those 
dry evenings and votes. And, then there is that other 
5%: like voting to buy the Millbrook Preserve, pass-
ing the Security Deposit Law to protect renters or 
fi nding a way to bring this community together on 
the question of four-story buildings. Those are the 
sorts of issues that make me excited to run for re-
election to the Village Board. Toward that end, I am 
asking for your support.

Don Kerr, Trustee
Village of New Paltz

Pat Strong for
Ulster County Executive

Before running for and serving in public offi  ce, 
I worked for many years in the private sector. For 
the past seven years I have worked on various public 
sector projects as an elected offi  cial on the New Paltz 
School Board and as the Mayor of the Village of New 
Paltz. In stark contrast to the private sector, public 
sector work requires diff erent temperament, skills 
and techniques. To get things done as an elected offi  -
cial one must listen, be patient and be a special kind 
of relentless. Levels of public project bureaucracy 
can, at times, feel insurmountable.

I worked closely with Pat Strong during the last 
four years and witnessed fi rst hand her persever-
ance navigating a complicated LED streetlight initia-
tive involving numerous municipalities across our 
region. This project’s roadmap has been unintuitive 
and bureaucratic in ways that I have only seen in the 
public sector as it has involved a public utility and 
state regulators.

As our streetlight consortium’s champion, Pat 
Strong relentlessly pushed while balancing an air of 
considerable patience and preparedness. Her style, 
smarts and work ethic are exactly what we need 
right now in our county leadership role. Pat Strong 
will be our champion supporting towns, villages, 
the City of Kingston and residents with varied needs 
across our county.

I’m pleased to announce my wholehearted en-
dorsement for Pat Strong as Ulster County Execu-
tive.

Tim Rogers, Mayor
New Paltz

One candle can light many

Some people truly shine. Their grace, vigor, dig-
nity, humor and courage stand out as a bright bea-
con to the rest of us, teaching us how to weather the 
storms life throws at us, teaching us what it is to em-
brace life and live to the fullest. When their light goes 
out, the world seems a little darker, their passing is 
a loss to the entire community, until we realize they 
used their time here to create a little spark in every-
one whose lives they touched, making us all shine a 
little brighter.

Erica Chase Salerno is one of these tremendous 
people whose life blessed everyone who was fortu-
nate enough to meet her, even in the briefest con-
tact. Her light has ascended, but thousands of others 
shine more brightly in her wake, including mine. 

Deahnara Regan
Poughkeepsie

Thank you for your generous 
donations

Recently, the Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation at New Paltz held a benefi t cocktail par-
ty to raise money for our scholarship fund. Through 
community support, we were able to raise over 
$6,000! The Foundation would like to thank the fol-
lowing individuals and businesses for their gener-
ous donations to this endeavor: Arrowood Farms, 
Anthony Prizzia & Excelsior Wines, The Village Tea 
Room, The Bakery, Main Street Bistro, P&G’s Restau-
rant, Hampton Inn of New Paltz, McGillicuddy’s Res-
taurant & Tap House, The Inn at Kettleboro, a Tavola 
Trattoria, Rocking Horse Ranch Resort, Soul Tribe, 
Krause’s Chocolates, Jennifer Redmond, Kevin Zraly, 
Royal King Cleaners, Mohonk Mountain House, Jen-
kinstown Day Spa, Access Physical Therapy & Well-
ness, SUNY New Paltz, Gadaleto’s Seafood Restau-
rant, Dressel Farm, Seakill Custom Home Builders, 
Kettleborough Cider House and Hurds Family Farm. 
Thank you to our New Paltz High School student vol-
unteers, Jack Rubin, Madison Harp and Quinn Ra-
tynski, who assisted that evening. Also, a big thank 
you to all who attended our event, purchased raffl  e 
tickets and participated in the silent auction and su-
per bowl pool! 
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Letter of the week

Sexual harassment is not harmless

The Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation’s 
annual scholarship winners are selected each May 
and are graduating high school seniors, students 
pursuing a post-secondary degree or accreditation, 
as well as adult learners. They are Eagle Scouts, 
fi refi ghters, decorated athletes, Rotarians, farmers, 
EMTs and hospital volunteers, developing careers in 
health care, law, mathematics, chemical engineer-
ing, business administration, education and more. 
The fi nancial support provided by Foundation schol-
arships has helped these individuals apply their pas-
sion and drive to a course of study that not only helps 
them accomplish their professional goals, but also pro-
vides a dynamic local quality of life in our region. 

To learn more about the Regional Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation at New Paltz, to make a do-
nation or to apply for one of our annual scholar-
ships, please visit us at www.newpaltzchamber.org. 

Ernie Van De Mark, Teresa Thompson
Cathy Sifre, Leslie Rubin, Joyce Minard
Kathy Prizzia, Beth Barry and Jen Roe

Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation
at New Paltz 

Thanks to the opening
season of Denizen Theater

This winter in New Paltz has been a little less 
dreary, at least for me, thanks to the opening sea-
son of Denizen Theater at Water Street. The plays 
that have been presented are by no means light en-
tertainment, tackling diffi  cult subjects. But anyone 
who craves stimulating and challenging experiences 
won’t be disappointed. The acting, direction and 
stagecraft are top notch.

Between the Denizen and SUNY New Paltz, this 
spring promises to be a treat for anyone who loves 
live theater, minus the hassle and expense of travel-
ing to NYC. I hope these two amazing cultural forces 
will synergize even more in the future. 

Nava Atlas
New Paltz

I endorse Pat Strong for
Ulster County Executive

I wholeheartedly endorse Pat Strong for Ulster 
County Executive. I’ve known Pat for many years, 
and in my eight years as Mayor of New Paltz, had 

the pleasure to work with her on several projects. 
Whether it was solar panels, biodiesel, microgrids or 
energy audits, Pat helped us explore environmental 
policies that were practical and eff ective.

Pat Strong has roots in the community deep 
enough to understand our needs, She has the intel-
lect, sense of purpose and sense of humor needed 
to understand how to move us forward. And she has 
the experience, judgement and professionalism to 
deliver on her promises. 

I hope the Ulster County Democratic Committee 
has the wisdom to see the expertise and passion Pat 
Strong would bring to the County Executive’s offi  ce.

Jason West
New Paltz

Fact vs opinion #15

Fact: It appears that the black community is will-
ing to give Governor Northham of Virginia a second 
chance over the posting of a black face image that he 
apparently was in 34 years ago.

Opinion: Not to belabor the point, but it is a rea-
sonable act for the black community leaders in this 
respect. They would not have acted so if there were 
additional examples or situations down through the 
years regarding his behavior. His involvement in the 
black community has stood him in good standing 
here. As mentioned previously, let’s get on with liv-
ing and let the past be the past.

Fact: A former business executive for Boeing air-
lines had been appointed by POTUS as an interim 
acting US Secretary of Defense.

Opinion: An airline executive with no political ex-
perience and no military experience in a position 
overseeing the Pentagon with the distinct prospect 
of becoming the permanent Secretary of Defense. I 
have a distinct problem with this appointment and 
the ramifi cations pending. Pat Shanahan might be a 
competent individual as a Boeing Airlines executive, 
but supervising airplanes is quite a bit diff erent than 
supervising the Department of Defense, particularly 
with the background he has in his resume.

This has been ongoing for the last two-and-a-half 
years of the Trump administration: good, experi-
enced people being let go and those of no or little ex-
perience being placed in these positions. Shanahan 
is just the latest one. Trump does not listen to his 

advisors, as his dismissal of two of his intelligence 
chiefs recently over their statements that North Ko-
rea and Russia are dangerous threats and in urgent 
need of addressing rather than this wall of POTUS’s. 
POTUS consistently harangues the public that the 
wall is needed to keep out the rapists, murderers, 
terrorists, drug lords and other unsavory elements 
from entering the US. Immigration has been a topic 
of ill will and aggravation ever since the end of the 
Civil War and the Napoleonic revolution of 1807 
when hordes of immigrants came into this country 
creating much unrest because of fear that the tradi-
tional native white American gene pool was going to 
be depleted by the non whites.

This fear mongering was exactly what Hitler did 
in Germany with the Jews. Europe had a latent ha-
tred of the Jews stemming back centuries and Hitler 
tapped into this and built his program around this 
latent hatred that burst forth with the martial music, 
the bombastic and rabble rousing speeches. POTUS 
tapped into the immigration frustration of this coun-
try, although not centuries old, of the Latino infl ux 
of unsavory elements coming across the border and 
we must act quickly, not because of the threat from 
Russia and North Korea.

If one looks back to his pre election days of 2016, 
he promised to ‘deconstruct the administrative sys-
tem’ once in offi  ce. For those of you who think the 
government is the enemy, this is highly infl amma-
tory talk and because of this he is thought of as the 
second coming.

Just be thankful that the Democrats took control 
of the House. This has placed a break on his agenda, 
as he was hell bent on addressing the earned ben-
efi ts programs that we enjoy. But it is not over yet. 
I understand there are additional tax cuts coming 
and the money taken out of society will be taken 
from these benefi t programs under the guise “that 
it is a drain on society.” But he will have a fi ght on 
his hands now. But he will still go after them. Be in-
volved people, be involved. 

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

A cultural asset in our community

I wish to thank the New Paltz community for all 
the love and Support of the new DENIZEN Theatre at 
Water Street Market .

In January, myself and a few other community 
and elected leaders reached out to Hector Rodriguez 
about a story we heard several news reporters were 
working on that was about to break. We sought him 
out as our peer and friend to learn more about what 
was happening and to share with him how we felt 
we could support him and help him navigate what 
looked to be a very diffi  cult road ahead. 

For me, given my own experiences with Hector, 
and my conversations over the years with other 
women about his behavior, I felt it was important 
that he hear my point of view. We have seen plenty 
of examples near and far of men accused of behavior 
across the #metoo spectrum that exemplify what not 
to do in response to hearing long held silent stories 
from women who these men hurt. These men are 
denying, rationalizing and centering themselves, of-
ten attempting to spin narratives that they instead 
are the victims.

There is another way. There is the option to lis-
ten, to be contrite, to face consequences, to make 
amends, to change, to be a role model, to show the 
world that people can change. To acknowledge that 
these behaviors are not okay and that instead, men 
who are “called in” can actively be a part of mak-
ing sure that these behaviors are no longer invisible, 
ignored or considered acceptable. My hopeful as-
sertion is that we can listen to and believe women, 

fi nally!, in tandem with creating the space for men to 
be held accountable while they actively help us work 
towards and model the change we need.

I want to be very clear that in all of my conver-
sations with Hector about this he has affi  rmed his 
commitment to listening to women and to doing this 
work. And I have already seen in multiple instances 
him making good on that promise. We can both sup-
port Hector and be critical of his behavior. This jour-
ney will be messy and not be linear. There will be 
steps forward and backward and sideways, but we 
have to try. I encourage friends of Hector's to reach 
out to him, he needs you right now. 

We also need to take this moment and use it as a 
catalyst to talk about how we as a community can 
move forward to learn from this, have a broader con-
versation, create a healthier discourse and change 
how we view and treat each other. My goal is not to 
have a world where women are more empowered to 
act when these incidents happen, rather one where 
there is a culture of respect and norms surrounding 
our interactions whereby men don’t treat women 
this way to begin with, irrespective of the setting.  

But since this did occur in the political realm, it’s 
important to identify the impacts and dynamics par-
ticular to political context. People who experience 
sexual harassment in political environments are 
disinclined to participate with or seek help from the 

people elected to represent them, and for women 
who have a related career it interferes with their abil-
ity to actually do their jobs. Whether it’s relentless 
and unwanted texts, constant innuendo, sexualized 
talk, or inappropriate touching, sexual harassment 
is not harmless, there are considerable negative ef-
fects. Think of the activist who wants to get more en-
gaged and is less likely to stay involved. Or women who 
can’t aff ord to burn any bridges, because they work for 
campaigns or non-profi ts and need to regularly inter-
act with public offi  cials. Or women who are hesitant 
to reach out to their representative when it means ex-
posure to these behaviors. Harassment limits victims’ 
access to the political arena and threatens their liveli-
hoods; it also adversely aff ects large numbers of people 
who rely on the eff ectiveness of organizers, activists, 
and elected offi  cials to improve their lives. It's bad for 
our communities and weakens our democracy.

I’m thankful to the women who have publicly 
spoken out. And to the many women who have con-
tacted me privately since the story broke. For those 
who have trouble comprehending why some women 
don’t or haven’t directly confronted Hector or any 
sexual harasser, or gone public about these experi-
ences, please understand that the freedom to speak 
is a theoretical abstract and in reality the opportuni-
ties and costs of speaking are not the same for all. 

-- KT Tobin
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We are not quite three shows old (our third play 
The Arsonists by Jacqueline Goldfi nger directed by 
Ben Williamson runs till February 24) and have al-
ready have had an impact on our community.

We strive to produce plays that speaks to the hu-
man condition, that raises questions rather than 
mandating answers.

As we continue to grow, we wish to deepen our 
impact as a cultural asset in our community.

We are proud to have employed professional the-
atre artists from the Hudson Valley, as well as New 
York City, and have worked with over a dozen in-
terns as well as current students at SUNY New Paltz 
as paid professionals at the DENIZEN Theatre.

I am humbled in saying we could not have done 
any of this without the support of our great village.

As we ready ourselves for our next season of plays, 
we look forward to elevating empathy in our world 
through the age old tradition of truthful storytelling.

Harry Lipstein 
Founder and Producing Artistic Director

DENIZEN Theatre 
New Paltz

Climate alarmists

Those of my neighbors who are excited by the new 
Green Deal initiative inside a part of the U.S. Con-
gress should consider a few facts about our warming 
planet.

The 15 or so prior ice ages that have periodically (as 
on a schedule) have come and gone, recently! Near the 
top of the Gunk’s Ridge, not far from the hotel, not long 
ago, was found a large alligator fossil. One of the fi rst 
Mastodon skeletons was found with the massive tusks 
sticking out of the bank just upstream in the Wallkill 
River! We are not sure about tomorrow’s weather, but 
we know the weather 80 years from now?

Please consider how the rest of us feel about your 
plan to take away fossil fuels in 12 years, and espe-
cially without giving us back nuclear energy. Where 
the heck am I going to get the fuel for my EV, the 
near-future Prius SUV?

Recently, it was estimated that if Central Park in 
NYC were covered with solar panels, it could pro-
vide enough electricity to run the subways. No more 
wonderful Central Park, same crappy subways. This 
is not something we want.

I am lucky enough to live very close to my grand-
daughter. Before my arthritis, I would jog up and 
bicycle to where she lives. Many of you have family 
you also want to see but they live far, far away. The 
Green Deal will eliminate planes. I guess you will be 
able to take electric trains, but that source of elec-
tricity problem is not going to go away.

The really good news is that as real as climate 
change is, it has been present on this earth forever, 
and will remain until the sun runs out of fuel. We 
are living in the fi nal stages of the last ice age, and 
as with every other, the winters are growing shorter 
and warmer. Eventually, the North Pole will be an 
open ocean, and our descendants will have yet an-
other two fantastic experiences to enjoy on a cruise: 
you can take an all-nighter for three weeks, or an all-
daylighter for three weeks. Travel even longer if you 
have a Platinum Card and a government pension!

The most ardent climate alarmists are living the 
same carbon emitting lives as you, me and all the 
other folks we live with: speeding, fl ying, BBQs and 
warm houses, but we do not share one thing with 
them: the magic of being clueless.

Yes, some dry places will become wet, and some 
wet places dry. Winds will blow, clouds will form, 
the sun will come up in the east and set in the west. 
Man will adapt to the climate changes of the next 
hundreds of years. That is our best skill: adaptation.

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

Attention: Homeowners with wells

New Paltz is one of many towns in New York where 
most residents rely on private wells for their water 
supply. Whereas public water supplies are routine-
ly monitored by water utility companies as part of 
their service, private well owners are responsible for 
the safety of their water.

With the above in mind, the Town of New Paltz En-
vironmental Conservation Board (EnCB) recommends 
that homeowners regularly test private wells, particu-
larly in households with small children or elderly adults 
or if someone is pregnant or nursing. There are three 

certifi ed drinking water laboratories in Ulster County: 
Kingston Water Department Lab Inc. (Kingston), En-
vironmental Labworks, Inc. (Marlboro) and Gentech 
Environmental Services (Stone Ridge).

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
recommends that private wells be tested annually 
for total coliform bacteria, nitrates, total dissolved 
solids and pH levels. If you suspect the presence of 
other contaminants, you should test for those also.

EPA has identifi ed common conditions or nearby 
activities that well owners should be aware of and 
the substance(s) that should be tested for to ensure 
well safety (see: https://www.epa.gov/private wells/
protect-your-homes-water#welltestanchor).If you 
are concerned that your drinking water well may 
have been contaminated after a fl ood or another 
natural disaster, contact the Ulster County Health 
Department or New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation for additional advice on 
inspecting and testing your well. 

Protecting your water supply by carefully man-
aging activities near the water source is a key step 
toward ensuring the quality of your drinking water. 
This includes keeping contaminants away from the 
well itself, keeping hazardous chemicals out of sep-
tic systems and not mixing or using pesticides, fertil-
izers, herbicides, degreasers, fuels and other pollut-
ants near the well. You should also regularly check 
the integrity of any above ground and underground 
storage tanks that hold home heating oil, diesel or 
gasoline on your property. Additional information 
about maintenance of drinking water wells appears 
on the Ulster County Cornell Cooperative Extension 
website at:http://ulster.cce.cornell.edu/environ-
ment/emergency-preparedness/water-septic-issues . 

In a related matter, the Ulster County Resource Re-
covery Agency (UCRRA) off ers three free Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Events per year as a safe 
and convenient way for Ulster County households to 
dispose of hazardous materials. Dates for collection 
events in 2019 will be posted on UCRRA’s website at: 
http://www.ucrra.org/household-hazardous-waste . 

Clean water is essential for good health. The EnCB 
wishes all New Paltz residents a happy and healthy 
2019! 

Joseph Bergstein
on behalf of the Town of New Paltz Environmental 

Conservation Board

Don’t know much

After learning of Alexandra Ocasio Cortez’s policy 
positions on socialism, capitalism, Israel and Pales-
tine, and her prediction of the soon coming Apoca-
lypse -- which led to the presentation and promo-
tion of her new “Green Dream” agenda -- I thought 
that someone should write a parody of the old Sam 
Cooke song “What a wonderful world” featuring 
AOC as the parody’s singer. The original song be-
gins with Mr. Cooke stating his lack of knowledge 
regarding not only history and biology but also his 
limitations in this regard about “a science book” as 
well as the “French I took.” Moreover, it seems that 
the schools Mr. Cooke attended did little to increase 
his knowledge of the subjects of geography, trigo-
nometry, algebra and the purpose and use of a slide 
ruler. However, when considering the lyrics of the 
original song, I realized that no parody of the song 
was necessary. Alexandra Ocasio Cortez could sing 
the original lyrics and they would suit her well. How-
ever, if anyone is considering such a parody regard-
ing AOC (and hey, let’s be honest you know you’ve 
been thinking about it) I recommend the following 
as a substitute for the original chorus: 

But I do know one and one is three 
and if everybody thought like me 
what a wild, wacky world this would be 

With this in view, as of this writing, Amazon 
has “pulled out” of plans to build a New York City 
headquarters. In a statement issued on Thursday, 
Amazon cited the “lack of cooperation from certain 
elected offi  cials” as the main reason for the pull out. 
Amazon’s plan would have brought 25,000 jobs pay-
ing an average salary of $150,00 a year to the area 
and an additional 150,00 other new “spillover” jobs 
in the next 20 years. In addition to the 25,000 jobs, 
Amazon would have brought $2.5 billion in Amazon 
investment and eventually eight million square feet 
of offi  ce space to Long Island City as part of its in-
vestment announced last November. Regarding the 

economic impact of the Amazon project, quoting 
economist Enrico Moretti in his article “The world 
of inducement” in the February 14 edition of the New 
Paltz Times, publisher Geddy Sveikauskas wrote: 
“This [Amazon project] defi nitely beats other deals 
I have seen, to be sure...It would certainly increase 
the attractiveness of [New York City] for other well 
paying high tech jobs.” Despite such positive predic-
tions, Democrat Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez cheered 
Amazon’s decision to scrap plans for the corporate 
campus in New York City on twitter: “Anything is 
possible: today was the day a group of dedicated, 
everyday New Yorkers & their neighbors defeated 
Amazon’s corporate greed, its worker exploitation, 
and the power of the richest man in the world.”

AOC’s “victory” over the corporate giant has caused 
a stir in the Democrat party causing even AOC’s admir-
ers,  Cher and Joe and Mika, to sharply criticize her 
opposition which greatly infl uenced Amazon’s pull-
out decision.  Moreover, according to an  anonymous 
source, The Elivic Report revealed that because of dis-
appointment and anger over the political opposition 
which caused the Amazon pullout, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo is consulting with Constitutional Scholars con-
cerning the legal actions required to change the laws 
regarding the age of eligibility for election to the House 
of Representatives. These sources, claim that Cuomo is 
exploring the possibility, with these Scholars and con-
gressional leaders, of changing the age requirement 
from 25 to 35 and also examining ways to make any 
change retroactive to the 2018 Congressional Elections. 
When questioned by reporters concerning the accura-
cy of The Elivic Report, and its implications for NYS’s 
29 year old Congresswoman, Alexandra Ocasio Cor-
tez, representatives of Cuomo stated: “The Governor 
would not be directly commenting on the story at this 
time.”  However, one  member of Cuomo’s staff  off ered 
the following observation when pressed: “Regarding 
any implications,  for members of Congress under the 
age of 35 elected in the 2018 mid terms,  the adage ‘If 
a person is not a socialist in her 20s she has no heart...
but if she is still a socialist after 35, she has no brains’ 
is helpful in understanding Governor Cuomo’s present 
state of mind.”  The staff  member further volunteered 
that Governor Cuomo was overheard singing the fol-
lowing song from the Sound of Music to his brother, 
CNN opinion host Chris Cuomo, during a conversation 
held immediately after the Amazon pullout: “How do 
you solve a problem like Ocasio...?”

George Civile
Gardiner

Food for thought

What distinguishes a climate believer from a cli-
mate denier? 

Doing something!
If you can’t have solar panels because trees shade 

your roof; 
If you can’t buy an electric car because you think 

you can’t aff ord it;
If you won’t install heat pumps because you don’t 

understand them; or
If you continue fl ying in order to visit relatives for 

the holidays;
What then can you do?
Answer: Become a climate-mindful eater: 
-- Join a CSA (sign-ups are starting now)
-- Buy from local farms and markets 
-- Shun corporate, non-organic food
-- Eat grass-fed meat (avoid confi nement meat en-

tirely!)
-- Wean yourself from manufactured foods and 

cook from “scratch” again
-- Grow some of your own food
-- Enjoy food as it was meant to be enjoyed 
All of this will enhance your health signifi cantly, 

cut your fossil fuel footprint and be delightful -- and 
delicious -- for the whole family.

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

New York Health Act

Why anyone would consider it a good idea to turn 
all the health care over to the corrupt incompetent 
politicians in Albany is beyond me. This week, we 
have had the fi asco of the Amazon Headquarters 
deal falling through, and the Economic Develop-
ment Tsar saying that the Bison project in Buff alo 
is failing, losing a billion or so. This was the same 
project where several of our governor’s closest al-
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lies have gone to jail for corruption. The MTA can’t 
run the subways, the trains are chronically late and 
breaking down due to lack of maintenance, the New 
York Housing Authority is the biggest slumlord in the 
state -- some tenants go for months without heat, hot 
water and sometimes no water at all -- our schools 
perform below the national average even though 
spending per pupil is among the highest. OTB is prob-
ably the only bookie in state history to go bankrupt. 
The number of bureaucrats it takes to run will con-
tinually increase while the number of doctors and 
hospitals will decrease. In an eff ort to control costs, 
they will squeeze payments to doctors and hospitals, 
resulting in hospitals closing and doctors leaving or 
retiring and new doctors will go elsewhere. Bureau-
crat’s salaries will never decrease and incompetents 
cannot be fi red. Giving free coverage to illegal aliens 
will attract greater numbers overloading the system. 
To begin to get control of health costs one of the fi rst 
things that needs to be done is to get the trial lawyers 
out of health care. Every year, on average we gradu-
ate 45,000 lawyers and only 15,000 doctors, seems 
backwards. Right now the malpractice for a primary 
doctor is about $2,000 a week and for an orthope-
dist or a neurosurgeon, it is substantially more. We 
should make malpractice more like worker’s com-
pensation and if a doctor is really incompetent, take 
his license. A number of years ago when a baby de-
veloped cerebral palsy, lawyers started suing, saying 
it was due to the doctors not doing a C-section. As a 
result, doctors started performing more C-sections, 
which more then doubled, but the rate of cerebral 
palsy never went down. Of course to think politi-
cians would ever do anything to control trial law-
yers is a dream, since so many are lawyers, and trial 
lawyers are the number-one contributors to political 
campaigns. For myself right now, I have Medicare 
and a supplemental insurance I pay for and under 
no circumstance would I ever want to exchange it for 
anything run by New York State. If this is such a won-
derful plan, why do they have to force you into it. If 
this passes, I’ll join any class action suit to oppose 
it because the one thing I’m sure of is the quality of 
health care will take a nosedive.

 John Habersberger
New Paltz

Owners should not be profi ting
from their own failings

Recently, the New Paltz Times reported on the Tops 
supermarket Chapter 11 bankruptcy settlement. This 
article stated that one aspect of the settlement re-
quired “substantial cuts of its pension obligations 
with its unions.” The article goes on to report that 
“there’s something in the deal for current upper 
management, too. The top executives will get to di-
vide $3.6 million in bonuses for their troubles and 
get a ten percent ownership stake.”

The report continues: “for more than a decade, 
private equity fi rms have been buying companies 
such as grocery chains through leveraged buyouts 
and saddling them with heavy debt loads that put 
them in bankruptcy. Tops was bought by Morgan 
Stanley Private Equity in a $310 million leveraged 
buyout in 2007. Morgan Stanley put $734 million 
in debt on Tops, which owned considerable real es-
tate.” Tops has closed a dozen stores upstate, put-
ting hundreds out of work. Perhaps it’s their pricing 
scheme or other failed management practices that 
caused these stores to fail, but the owners should 
not be profi ting from their own failings.

 For decades, predatory capitalists like hedge fund 
operators and private equity CEO’s have been using 
the tactics of purchasing retail businesses, selling off  
the company’s valuable assets and extracting give 
backs from their workers, in order to earn an exor-
bitant profi t for themselves. It’s golden parachutes 
for the wealthy owners and golden showers for the 
average worker.

Don Lipton  
Gardiner

 CVS should be a non-starter 

As noted in the Feedback section of February 14, 
we do indeed have three pharmacies (Dedrick’s, Rite 
Aid and Tops) and not a few burger places, and so 
for those reasons alone CVS should be a non-starter. 

But just as importantly, the wooded corner of 299 
and North Putt should not be denuded; it is a green 
area that acts as a buff er from the Thruway. Turn-
ing that whole crossroads into an even more dense 
shopping center will be pushing New Paltz further 

towards a resemblance of much of Westchester and 
Long Island -- and New Paltz, with its own character, 
just isn’t that.

Woodstock used to have one supermarket, which 
was bought by CVS -- despite there being more than 
one drug store already there. (A popular outcry failed 
and Woodstock now has no central supermarket.) 

If CVS is determined to come to New Paltz, they 
might consider building further east on 299. When I 
was (temporary) chair of the New Paltz Environmen-
tal Conservation Commission in the early 70s, I was 
very glad to witness the late David Porter and many 
others, with personal sacrifi ces, fi ghting off  Walmart, 
and it was also a relief to see Marriott Hotels failing to 
take over Lake Minnewaska, not to mention the Lloyd 
nuclear power plant proposal die a welcomed death.

Perhaps I’m out of date, but despite eternal pres-
sure from the great god Mammon, I suggest we leave 
those woods, just west of the Thruway, alone in per-
petuity.

David Nightingale
New Paltz

Mark Sherman

Revisiting kids’ tales 

A 
LAUGHING 

MATTER

One of the wonderful things about being a 
child -- aside from the fact that someone else makes 
all your decisions for you (like whether or not you 
should go to the doctor) -- is fairy tales and children’s 
books. But, unfortunately, when you get older, these 
stories don’t seem so relevant to your life anymore. 
So as our population ages, we need revisions of some 
of these classics to fi t the older crowd. 

For example, take the 20th century classic, The 
Little Engine That Could. Though its origins come 
from the early 1900s, the version that became a huge 
hit came out in 1954. As many of us remember, it’s 
about a small locomotive that pulls a long train up 
a hill, all the while saying the unforgettable line, “I 
think I can, I think I can!” Less well known is the 
fact that as it pulls the train down the hill, it says, “I 
thought I could, I thought I could.”

What inspiration! Yeah, if you’re six. But what 
about if you’re in your 70s, or even 60s? What we 
need is a book titled The Little Engine That Couldn’t, 
and as it pathetically attempts to pull the long stalled 
train up the hill, it keeps saying, “I’m an idiot, I’m 
an idiot!” (And then, having failed, it sits there mut-
tering, “What was I thinking, what was I thinking?”)

Or there could be an alternative version, The Little 
Engine That Wouldn’t, whose mantra would be “Are 
you kidding? Are you kidding?” 

And what about Cinderella? Just that name im-
mediately lets you know that this is someone who’s 
not being treated so well; as you might recall, this 

poor sweet girl was 
forced by her evil 
stepmother and step-
sisters to sleep in 
the cinders near the 
fi replace. In fact, she 
is generally treated 
terribly by stepmom, 
Lady Tremaine, and 
stepsisters, Anastasia 
and Drizella. This, of 
course, is already not 
a great story to read to any stepchild, who probably 
has all kinds of resentments already. 

Anyhow, to cut to the chase (and forgive me if I 
don’t get all the details right), a fairy godmother 
comes along and gets Cindy all dressed up for a ball, 
thrown by the king, who hopes that among all the 
beautiful maidens in the village there will be a suit-
able bride for his son, the prince. The outfi t famous-
ly includes glass slippers; obviously, this was well be-
fore all kinds of government safety regulations that 
would prohibit such dangerous footwear.

So yada yada yada, the prince dances with Cinder-
ella and is quite entranced, but since she has to get 
home by the stroke of midnight, he doesn’t really 
have time to fi nd out who she is (and she’s probably 
been embarrassed to say). In fact, all he has to go on 
is a glass slipper that she’s left behind. So he looks 
around the kingdom, trying to fi nd the foot that fi ts, 

and he fi nally does, and, as usual in fairy tales, ev-
eryone lives happily ever after (except, of course, for 
Lady Tremaine, Anastasia and Drizella).

Wow, what a great -- and totally unrealistic -- mes-
sage for kids, girls in particular! For the older crowd, 
the story would have to have a whole diff erent name, 
perhaps Hillarella, and the message would be that 
there are no fairy godmothers, there’s no prince, 
and life sucks.

And what about fairy tales for boys, which would, 
of course, have to be updated for men? Well, one 
classic is Jack and the Beanstalk. Again, to summarize 
briefl y, Jack lives with his widowed mother, who tells 
him to sell their cow, which Jack does for some mag-
ic beans. His mother scoff s, tosses the beans outside, 
and one of them grows into a giant stalk. Jack, being 
the adventurous type, climbs up the stalk, where he 
encounters a malevolent giant, who does a frighten-
ing “Fee-fi e-fo-fum” routine.

Jack manages to get away while the giant is sleep-
ing, but before going back down the stalk he steals 
much of the giant’s gold, not to mention a goose that 
lays golden eggs. When the giant starts coming down 
the stalk to get Jack, the lad cuts it down. The giant 
falls to his death and Jack and his mom live happily 
ever after with much money from the giant’s gold 
and that wonderful goose.

What would a realistic story for us grown-up men 
be? It might be Jack, The Giant, and Toxic Masculin-
ity. The giant is clearly an old-fashioned kind of guy, 
using his sheer size to bully others. But Jack is no 
sterling example of morality himself. He’s basically a 
thief. So in real life, while the giant might indeed die, 
Jack would probably be arrested and jailed, and his 
golden goose (obviously a metaphor for hard drugs) 
would be confi scated by authorities.

And I won’t even begin to get into the whole prob-
lem around that little childhood poem, “Georgie Por-
gie,” with its clear implications of sexual harassment. 

Real.  Local.  News. 
Ulster Publishing
hudsonvalleyone.com
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of TESORO LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/7/2018. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of Ul-
ster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 384 Bingham 
Rd., Marlborough,
NY 12542. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PJCOST, LLC Arti-
cles of Org. fi led NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/14/2018. Offi  ce 
in Ulster Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 30 
Bellevue Rd., High-
land, NY 12528, which 
is also the principal 
business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
NEW PALTZ SNOW 
PLOWING LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on10/17/2018. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 

process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: REGIS-
TERED AGENTS INC. 
90 STATE ST., SUITE 
700, OFFICE 40, AL-
BANY, NY, 12207. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
QUERCUS HOLD-
INGS, LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
QUERCUS HOLD-
INGS, LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles 
of Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of New 
York on January 10, 
2019.  The offi  ce of 
the LLC is located in 
Ulster County, New 
York.  The Secretary 
of State has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the company upon 
whom process may 
be served.  The Sec-
retary of State shall 
mail a copy of any 
process against the 
company served 
upon him to QUER-
CUS HOLDINGS, LLC, 
105 Sparkling Ridge 
Road, New Paltz, New 
York 12561.  The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
8FNAprons LLC a 
domestic LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 1/8/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 

County.  SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 802 Briarwood 
Ct., New Paltz, NY 
12561. General Pur-
poses.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
DIAMOND EXCAVAT-
ING & PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/07/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Lee R. Gor-
don, 3 Mount Zion 
Rd, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Reg Agent: Lee 
R. Gordon, 3 Mount 
Zion Rd, Marlboro, 
NY 12542.Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): HC 
Meadows, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
11/08/2018. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: HC Meadows LLC, 
2899 Lucas Tpke, Ac-
cord, NY 12404. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 

date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
EDINBURGH MAN-
AGEMENT, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of ED-
INBURGH MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on January 17, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the compa-
ny upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the company served 
upon him to EDIN-
BURGH MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, 153 Main 
Street, New Paltz, 
New York 12561. The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of CLARKE FAMILY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/2/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County
of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 340 Milton

Tpke., Milton, NY 
12547. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
KW GRAPHIC & WEB 
DESIGN, LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/17/2019. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Karen A. 
Williams, 765 Milton 
Turnpike, Highland, 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.                

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of 600 Route 
208 Gardner LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/18. Offi  ce Loca-
tion 536 Main Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 0 Sommerstown 
Rd New Castle LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/19/18. Offi  ce Loca-
tion 536 Main Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Accord With Na-
ture LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/12/2014. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 382 Queens
Hwy., Accord, NY 
12404. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
465 PLUTARCH RD 

LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 01/16/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: 412 BEDFORD 
AVE SUITE 4 BROOK-
LYN, NY 11249.Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ROGEN, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/15/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 30 Tillson Ave., 
Highland, NY
12528. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of GENRE, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/10/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 30 Tillson Ave., 
Highland, NY
12528. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC, 
a limited liability 
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-
ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on January 31, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC, 
4 Washington Av-
enue, Highland, New 
York 12528. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF TAX SALE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York at a Regular Meeting held on the 23rd day of January, 2019, the undersigned, the Village Treasurer of the 
Village of New Paltz will sell at public auction in the manner provided by law on the 4th day of March, 2019 at 10:00AM and 
on succeeding days, if necessary, at the office of the Treasurer of the Village of New Paltz, Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue, 
New Paltz, New York, so much of each of the following parcels of real estate upon which Village taxes remain unpaid as will 
be sufficient to discharge the tax, interest and charges thereon which may be due at the time of the sale.
Each purchases at such tax sale shall pay the amount of bid to the Village Treasurer within ten days after the sale and upon 
such payment the treasurer shall give to the purchaser a certificate in writing describing the real property purchased and 
sum paid thereof.
The following is a list of the lots, pieces and parcels of real estate to be paid together with the statement of the amount of the 
tax, interest and charges thereon and the record owner thereof.
NANCY BRANCO, TREASURER
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ

Unpaid tax report by Section-Block -Lot as of 2/19/2019
UNPAID REPORT - TAX YEAR 2018 

Village of New Paltz

Owner Name
SWIS: 513801

Section-Blk-Lot Bill #
Unpaid Tax 

Amount
Penalty 
Amount

Adv Fee
Ret Ck

Fee
Total  

Amount Due

Alotta Erin 78.82-2-16.-60 52 $564.88 $67.79 $10.00 $0.00 $642.67

Coleman Cecile 86.33-2-13.-15 218 $601.72 $72.21 $10.00 $0.00 $683.93

Findlay E. Blake 78.82-2-24.200 334 $20.63 $2.48 $10.00 $0.00 $33.11

Jordan Gerald M 86.42-4-5 459 $1,843.47 $221.22 $10.00 $0.00 $2,074.69

LALO GROUP, INC. 86.34-4-13.100 515 $1,333.12 $159.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,503.09

Ruger Michael F 86.26-2-20 843 $3,079.82 $369.58 $10.00 $0.00 $3,459.40

Lyra Home, LLC 86.42-3-14 928 $1,066.40 $127.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,204.37

STURGIS INGRID 86.33-2-13.-62 983 $638.56 $76.63 $10.00 $0.00 $725.19

Tarter Austi L 86.33-2-13.-134 999 $282.44 $33.89 $10.00 $0.00 $326.33

Total For 513801 $9,431.04 $1,131.72 $90.00 $0.00 $10,652.76

TOTAL $9,431.04 $1,131.72 $90.00 $0.00 $10,652.76

*Partial Payment Due
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engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
LACASAPARK LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 01/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: LACASAPARK 511 S. 
Mountain Rd Gardin-
er, NY 12525. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or 
activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Handy 
HouseKeith LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on: January 3, 2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: 
Handy HouseKeith 
LLC, 3 Hudson Bluff  
Drive, Marlboro, NY, 
12542. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date

LEGAL NOTICE
INSIGHTS & ADVAN-
TAGE , LLC Articles of 
Org. fi led NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 1/14/2019 
as: INSIGHT GPS LLC. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY 

shall mail process to 
137 Martin Sweedish 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC):
Ridge-Lake Consul-
tants LLC. Articles of 
Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on January 
18,2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Ridge-Lake 
Consultants LLC 124 
Main Street Unit 270, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Naomi Grace Events, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on January 
28, 2019.  Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
Naomi Grace Events, 
LLC PO Box #366 
Marlboro, NY 12542 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
PROJECT M LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/22/2019. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 1244 Creek Locks 

Rd, Bloomington, NY 
12411. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.   

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
BODYMIND MASSAGE 
THERAPY LLC Arts. of 
Org. fi led with
the Sect'y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
1/16/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 3 N. Ohioville 
Rd., New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Goodstock Realty 
Company, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/31/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt. 17F, NY, NY 
10023. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: JNC Asset Man-
agement LLC. Articles 
of Organization fi led 
in the Department of 
State of New York on 
February 6, 2019. Of-
fi ce Location: Ulster 
County. Principal Busi-
ness Location: Ulster 
County, New York. 
Purpose:  Any and all 
lawful business activi-
ties
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 

mail copy of process 
to JNC Asset Manage-
ment LLC– 6 Ohio 
Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401

LEGAL NOTICE
CI HUSSAIN, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on 02/07/19. 
Offi  ce:
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, c/o 
Clare Hussain,
24 Autumn Knoll, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Clas-
sic Property Mainte-
nance, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall ail a copy of pro-
cess to: Classic Proper-
ty Maintenance, LLC, 
4 Imperato Court, 
Clintondale, NY 12515. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
ATTENTION! The Vil-
lage of New Paltz Zon-
ing Board of Appeals 
meeting originally 
scheduled for Febru-
ary 12, 2019 has been 
rescheduled for Tues-
day, February 26, 2019 
at 7:30 PM in the small 
meeting room. Any 
questions can be di-
rected to the Planning 
and Zoning Secretary, 
planningzoning@villa-
geofnewpaltz.org.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

Albert Vorspan 
Albert Vorspan was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, February 12, 1924. He died on February 17, 2019, five days after celebrating his 95th 
birthday with his large, loving family.

He served in the Navy during World War II on an escort destroyer in the Pacific Theater.

Al married Shirley Nitchun on June 16, 1946, and they moved to Long Island where they raised four children. In retirement, they 
moved to Manhattan where they enjoyed each other and the cultural riches of the city. In 2014, they moved to Woodland Pond in 
New Paltz and became deeply involved in the life of the community.  Al embraced the memoir writing class, inspiring others with 
his commitment and creative passion.  Shirley died in August, 2018, after 72 years of a deep and loving marriage. 

Al dedicated his life to the work of social justice. He was the founder and first director of the Commission on Social Action of 
Reform Judaism, and spent his life in tireless, passionate pursuit of justice and freedom. He was a prolific author, and a compelling 
orator. He worked side by side with the great giants of justice of his generation, and was a lucid, articulate, powerful voice for social 
justice until the day of his death. 

He will be dearly missed by his children and their partners, Chuck and Emily, Robby and Brian, Kenny and Reva, and Debby. Their 
eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren will carry him in their hearts forever — Emily, Ben, Zach, Sam, Jonah, Noah, 
Emmett, and Becca; and Jack and Audrey. Al will be forever loved, as well, by his large and loving extended family, many of whom 
live in New Paltz.

Funeral services have already taken place.

https://reformjudaism.org/blog/2019/02/17/remembering-al-vorspan-zl-prophet-who-loved-laugh

https://www.timesofisrael.com/al-vorspan-jewish-social-justice-leader-for-the-reform-movement-dies-at-95

https://donate.reformjudaism.org/give/221428/#!/donation/checkout

Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.  Online condolences may be left for the family of 
Albert by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Friday, Feb. 22d, 8:00 pm
VINCE FISHER

AUTHORS:
WANT MORE BOOK SALES?

Get an award winning cover!
Find out how: myvisionpress.com
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It’s the economy

Life in 3D
Engineering at SUNY New Paltz  has come 

a long way in the past six years. The stable of 3D 
Makerbot printers in the Hudson Valley Advanced 
Manufacturing Center laboratory in 2013 had much 
less capability and were more primitive than the so-
phisticated new equipment the HVAMC will install 
when it moves into its $10-million Engineering Inno-
vation Hub on the New Paltz campus later this year. 
The new machines will have signifi cantly expanded 
manufacturing capabilities that were only wished 
for when the school launched the HVAMC. Neverthe-
less, the change has been evolutionary, not revolu-
tionary. As School of Science and Engineering dean 
Dan Freedman pointed out, machines that manipu-
late matter don’t change nearly as fast as computer 
processing technology does.  

The new facility’s equipment will be capable of 
turning out not just printed prototypes but also 
high-quality prototypes and fi nal-use parts in a wide 
variety of materials, including stainless steel. They’ll 
also be capable of something called “continuous 
build,” where the machine will start on another ther-
moplastic copy as soon as it fi nished with the fi rst 
one — perfect for short runs or custom manufactur-
ing. 

What material is best for a particular 3D printing 
application? Try some of them out. There are hun-
dreds of diff erent plastics from which to choose, for 
instance. How durable does the material have to be? 
How fl exible? Does it have to be transparent? What 
temperatures does it need to tolerate?

A SUNY 2020 grant paid for the Engineering 
Innovation Hub building. The state added another 
million dollars in regional economic development 
funding. Most of the equipment housed in the build-
ing, however, will come from funds contributed by 
foundations, private businesses and individual en-
trepreneurs within the region or interested in it.

The Dyson Foundation last year awarded the HVAMC 
$500,000 to support its new metal printing and wax 
printing capabilities. Central Hudson recently chipped 
in $200,000 through a Wired Innovation Center 
grant. HVAMC clients and partners Selux, Zumtobel, 
ICL, Schatz Bearing, Ametek Rotron, Ducommun and 
ColorPage also contributed, as did a New Paltz alum-
nus and a member of the school foundation’s board.   

“Since its launch, the HVAMC has received enor-
mous support from the regional business community,” 
said Dan Freedman last week. “Each year, the school 
has expanded its contacts with that community.”

The number and intensity of links between the 
school and its constituencies increase every year. 
The 3D printing program, of great interest to artists, 
inventors and enterprises of all sizes and shapes, has 
opened new doors for pursuing existing relation-
ships and starting new ones. HVAMC staff  provides 
expert advice on all aspects of 3D printing, and sup-
ports the teaching of design in the arts and engineer-
ing, the building of prototypes, and consulting of 
materials and processes.

In today’s manufacturing, Freedman explained, 
change is constant, agility essential. Change is built 

into economic life. It has to be. “All manufacturers 
that are successful,” Freedman said, “are very inno-
vative.”

When it comes to the adoption of 3D printing, 
New Paltz was there fi rst. The SUNY New Paltz fa-
cility was the fi rst academic 3D printing superlab in 
the world, as recognized by manufacturer Stratusys. 
Freedman laid out his vision for the lab’s future in 
one long sentence in June 2016. “The combination 
of our unique focus on the interface of art, engineer-
ing and science, and the recognition and support by 
the world’s leading manufacturer of 3D printing [Stra-
tasys],” he told a reporter, “will move us to an unparal-
leled interdisciplinary educational experience, help us 
support regional businesses, and give our faculty the 
tools and expertise to do cutting-edge scholarship in 
art, engineering and design.”

There’s little time in the present environment for the 
school to rest on its laurels. New equipment is on its 
way. Academic capacity must be reinforced. Relation-
ships with business partners need constant attention. 
Students must be counseled, entrepreneurs in the re-
gion assisted.

Engineering schools have their specialties. MIT does 
just about everything: “When students come here, they 
often feel like a kid in a candy store,” says its website. 
“The options seem infi nite.” NYU is very sophisticated, 
but unlike New Paltz doesn’t do outside work. The Uni-
versity of Texas El Paso specializes in aerospace. The 
Rochester Institute of Technology does research on 
additive manufacturing. Clarkson is best known for its 
work on materials, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 
Troy for its deep knowledge in various fi elds.

3D printing has continued to evolve into a key tech-
nology in modern manufacturing. The niche New Paltz 
has chosen seems more and more to have been a good 
bet. The HVAMC’s problem-solving partnerships with 
the manufacturing fi rms of the region is leading to an 
acceleration of technical adoption. When you provide 
support for the manufacturers of an entire region, you 
can, over time, provide a real boost to productivity. 
New Paltz’s secret sauce can accelerate the progress of 
the region’s manufacturers. Many SUNY engineering 
students go on to work for the region’s manufacturers.    

Outreach to the regional community has long been 
a guiding principle of the New Paltz School of Science 
and Engineering. Its regional credibility is well estab-
lished. Last year the Council of Industry, the profes-
sional association of regional manufacturing in the 
Hudson Valley, awarded the school a Manufacturing 
Champion Award for its help in developing the sector 
and assisting entrepreneurs and employees.

-- Geddy Sveikauskas    

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards


