
New Paltz TimesTimes
N E W S  O F  N E W  P A L T Z ,  G A R D I N E R ,  H I G H L A N D ,  R O S E N D A L E  &  B E Y O N D

THURSDAY, FEB. 28, 2019
VOL. 19, ISSUE 09

$1.50
www.hudsonvalleyone.com

Denizen Theatre brings sense
of surprise to 2019 play roster

New Paltz

4

Cameras coming to police
offi  cers near you

Special section New Paltz

Healthy Hudson Valley:
Health, Sports and Fitness

10 6INSIDE

Highland

Thriving piano studio off ers its 
students innovative way to learn

The buildings that make up the Hasbrouck Complex at SUNY New Paltz are shown in a photo provided by the college.

One for the history books
SUNY NEW PALTZ TO REMOVE NAMES OF TOWN’S SLAVEHOLDING FOUNDERS FROM CAMPUS BUILDINGS

“It could happen to anyone”
Renowned civil-rights attorney Michael Sussman explores the issue of police brutality with a local audience

Continued on page 4

by Terence P Ward

T
HE SUNY NEW Paltz College 
Council members voted by the 
slimmest of margins February 
21 to remove the names Has-

brouck, Bevier, Crispell, Deyo, DuBois 
and LeFevre from a complex of buildings 
constructed in the 1950s because the in-
dividuals thus honored were known to 
own other humans as slaves. The Coun-
cil delayed selecting new names for the 
fi ve dorms and a dining hall until their 
next meeting. As the renaming must be 
ratifi ed by members of the SUNY board 
of trustees after the new names are se-
lected, it could be summertime before 

Continued on page 12

by Terence P Ward

A 
PANEL DISCUSSION 
ABOUT civil rights and 
engaging with police 
offi  cers on February 
19 turned out to be a 
lengthy question-and-

answer section with one local civil-rights 
attorney, as the other invited guest was 
unable to attend. The picture he painted 
was not exactly hopeful, but left the door 
open to a future with fewer dangerous 
police encounters if a wider dialog on 
police rights and responsibilities occurs.

Sussman was invited to speak at the 
event (along with King Downing, who 
had to cancel at the last minute) by orga-
nizers, who included members of the In-
ternational Socialist Organization, Black 
Student Union (BSU) and Concerned 
Parents of New Paltz. As laid out by BSU 
representative Imani Burnett, the pur-
pose was to provide education about 
rights during a police encounter, how 
to exercise them and how to recognize 
issues of excessive force used by law en-
forcement personnel.

Explaining how the Concerned Par-
ents of New Paltz got involved, Tanya 

PLUS: ALMANAC WEEKLY I N S I D E

LAUREN THOMAS

Last Tuesday at SUNY New Paltz, renowned civil-rights lawyer Michael Sussman discussed the issue of police brutality, the absence of 
any meaningful standards for allowable use of force by police and the need for people to know their rights. 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

REGION | FORUM
The Gilded Otter is purchased
by the Clemson Bros. Brewery
in Middletown

The Gilded Otter has been purchased by the Clem-
son Bros. Brewery in Middletown. The Gilded Otter 
brew pub and casual restaurant celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in New Paltz this past November and were 
at the forefront of the craft beer revolution when they 
fi rst opened their doors in 1998 — when craft beer 
brewing was still unfamiliar to most people.

From its humble beginnings, making small batch-
es of test product out of a garage in Pine Island, to its 
expansion into Middletown, where it currently pro-
duces and sells its product, Clemson Bros. Brewery 
has grown year after year. The latest acquisition of 
the Gilded Otter is another step in its eff orts to be the 
premier Hudson Valley brewery in upstate NY.

Kenan Porter, a young businessman who founded 
Clemson Bros. Brewery in 2012, will maintain op-
erational control of the Otter through its transition. 
His focus will be on maintaining the hard work and 
goodwill from the Otter’s current ownership. Kenan’s 
goal is to build upon the loyal fan base which the Ot-
ter currently has by making small, subtle changes, 
which will benefi t the current staff , customers and 
Town of New Paltz. 

Juried art show sponsored by New 
Paltz Village Historic Preservation 
Commission and Elting Library

The Historic Preservation Commission of the Vil-
lage of New Paltz and Elting Memorial Library invite 
artists of all ages to participate in a juried art exhibit 
to be held at the Elting Memorial Library, located at 
93 Main Street in New Paltz, between April 17 and 
May 4. The exhibit will present works that focus on 
and are inspired by historic landmarks and land-
scapes and historic architectural details and explore 
the theme of preservation and life within a historic 
context.

Two-dimensional entries, not larger than 40”x 
50” and weighing under 20 pounds, will be accepted 
in the following categories: painting (watercolor, oil, 
acrylic, gouache, tempera), drawing/mixed media 
(colored or graphite pencil, ink, pastel, charcoal, 
chalk, crayon, marker or a combination of diff erent 
mediums and collages) and photography (black and 
white or colored photos).

Entries can be submitted at the Elting Library on 
April 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 from 1 to 6 p.m. and April 13 
and 14 from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Winners in each category will be announced dur-
ing a reception on April 20, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
library’s Steinberg Reading Room.

For more information, please go to https://www.
facebook.com/historicpreservationartcontest/ or 
contact exhibit coordinator Kamilla Nagy at kamilla.
nagy@gmail.com.

Upcoming classes at
the Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library is currently hosting a fi ve- 

class series of photography classes with Carl Cox. 
The fourth class in the series this Saturday, March 2 
from 2 to 4 p.m. will cover how to make better por-
traits. Each class costs $20 and attendees must pre-
register by the Friday before each class. Please bring 
your camera, and make sure you have a memory 

card and charged batteries. 
The next Gardiner Library free monthly Reiki ses-

sion will be held this Sunday, March 3 from noon to 2 
p.m. Members of the Hudson Valley Community Reiki 
group will off er 20-minute individual Reiki sessions, 
free of charge, on a fi rst-come fi rst-served basis.

Gardiner Library hosts a monthly meeting on the 
fi rst Tuesday beginning March 5 from 7 to 8 p.m. 
addressing how to make investment decisions after 
emotional abuse. The meeting will be run by Joanne 
Secky, long time Gardiner resident and Independent 
fi nancial consultant, as an opportunity for those that 
have or had abuse to fi nd support within the com-
munity. This meeting is intended for men and wom-
en who are seeking information to move forward in 

Supporting Farmers and Farmworkers: 
Spring Forum at Mohonk 

T
HE 2019 MOHONK Consultations spring forum, “Supporting Farmers and Farm Workers 
in the Hudson Valley,” will take place on Sunday, April 7 from 3 to 6 p.m. in the parlor at 
Mohonk Mountain House. This interactive forum will invite participants to collaborate 
in seeking ways to support sustainable and just farming in the Hudson Valley. Under the 

theme, “Better Together,” the event will highlight current resources and generate possibilities for 
complementary or new ones for both farmers and farm workers. 

The forum will build on insights gained from Mohonk Consultations’ November 2018 confer-
ence, “Pastures of Plenty? Food, Justice and Labor in the Hudson Valley,” which focused on the 
experiences of regional farm workers. It will draw on the perspectives and experience of a diverse 
panel of local farmers, farmworkers and organizations that support them, including: Tod Erling, 
Executive Director, Hudson Valley Agribusiness Development Corporation (HVADC); Matt Igoe, 
Hudson Valley Duck Farm; Kira Kinney, Evolutionary Organics CSA; Kevin Terr, co-owner, Red 
Barn Produce; Richard Witt, Rural & Migrant Ministry; Maryellen Whittington-Couse, Mid-Hudson 
Migrant Education Program at SUNY New Paltz. 

 Following the panel discussion, all participants will engage in a creative brainstorming session 
with the goal of identifying concrete actions and new resources that could benefi t both farmers 
and farm workers while strengthening local farms’ long-term viability. 

Advance Registration is $25/regular and $15/student (limited number) and includes afternoon 
coff ee, tea and cookies: online at https://mohonk-consultations.org/2019-spring-forum/ or send 
a check to Mohonk Consultations, 1000 Mountain Rest Road, New Paltz, NY 12561, payable to 
Mohonk Consultations.

For more information please visit https://mohonkconsultations.org/. 

 PHIL MANSFIELD, PHIL MANSFIELD PHOTOGRAPHY

The 2019 Mohonk Consultations spring forum, “Supporting Farmers and Farm Workers in the Hudson 
Valley,” will take place on Sunday, April 7.
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self-care and to make informed fi nancial decisions.
The Gardiner Library will host paint a simple still 

life in watercolor class with Emmy Hastings on Satur-
day, March 9 from 9 to 11:30 a.m. The class costs $15 
for included supplies and attendees can pre-register 
by March 8. Learn basic watercolor techniques and 
produce a still life painting in just one session.

The Gardiner Library will host a felting workshop 
with Christine Adams on Sunday, March 10 from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. The class costs $15 for included supplies and 
attendees can pre-register by March 8. Space is limited. 
Learn to make a felted cupcake. Felting is an age old 
craft, around for hundreds of years which uses wool 
from a sheep, alpaca, and llama as well as other animal 
fur. The wool is sheared, cleaned and processed to pro-
duce what is now called roving. Roving is manipulated 
with a specialized needle to form shapes and create 
unique, natural, fun and functional objects.

To pre-register for the above events, call the li-
brary at 255-1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
Classes take place in the library community room. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Gardiner Library book club 
meetings

 The Gardiner Library book club will meet on 
Wednesday, March 6 from 3 to 4 p.m. to discuss 
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. The book fol-
lows two families, generations apart, that are forever 
changed by a heartbreaking injustice.

The Gardiner Library book club will host a new 
book club called Cookbook Club starting on Thurs-
day, March 7 from 7 to 8 p.m. Attendees can come to 
share stellar recipes in a new pot luck, recipe-swap-
ping book club. This fi rst meeting will be a chance to 
share your favorite recipe from any cookbook while 
participants discuss more specifi c themes to follow 
in the later meetings. Bring a dish and the cookbook 
you found the recipe.

The clubs meets in the library community room, lo-
cated at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

 

Pursing educational equity and 
racial justice in our schools

A forum on public education, “Pursing Education-
al Equity and Racial Justice in Our Schools”, will be 
held on Thursday, March 7, 7 p.m., in the Lecture 
Center Room 108 on the SUNY New Paltz campus. 
The program is free and open to the public. 

Speakers will address these critical questions im-
pacting public education today: How does white 
supremacy present in our schools? How does it im-
pact diff erent experiences of race, gender, sexuality 
and immigration status? How does the test refusal 
movement contribute to greater educational equity? 
What are the obstacles to, and possibilities for, creat-
ing schools that support all students? They will share 
their experience, ideas and organizing strategies to 
address these issues in ways that promote educa-
tional equity for all students. Speakers Include:

Tracy Givens-Hunter: Member and Organizer with 
End the New Jim Crow Action Network and People’s 
Institute for Survival and Beyond. “Challenging the 
Dynamics of White Racial Supremacy in Schools in 
the Mid-Hudson Valley.”

Monty Neill: Former Executive Director of Fair 
Test, The National Center for Fair and Open Testing. 
“The Test-Refusal Movement, Educational Equity 
and Creating Democratically-Controlled Schools.”

Jasmine Gripper: Alliance for Quality Education, 
Legislative Director & Statewide Education Advo-
cate. “The Eff ects of Discriminatory School Funding 
Policies on Schools in the Mid-Hudson Area & Strate-
gies for Change.”

This forum is sponsored by SUNY New Paltz Depart-
ments of Educational Studies and Leadership, Teach-
ing and Learning, Black Studies, Sociology; Programs 
in Humanistic/Multicultural Education, Literacy Edu-
cation, Early Childhood and Childhood Education.

For further information, contact Nancy Schnie-
dewind, Humanistic/Multicultural Education Pro-
gram schniedn@newpaltz.edu, 257-2827.

Lloyd Historical Society
March 4 program

The Lloyd Historical Society program on March 4, 
7 p.m., at Vineyard Commons in Highland will an-

swer the question: Why was our town named Lloyd? 
Joan de Vries Kelley, head of the archives subcom-

mittee at Historic Huguenot Street, will share the re-
sults of her research into this question, which has 
plagued local historians for decades. de Vries Kelley 
decided to take a fresh look at the puzzle. She re-
searched county histories, government documents, 
censuses, land records, maps and newspapers. Her 
search uncovered several interesting facts about life in 
Highland when the town was formed almost 175 years 
ago, as well as a probable answer to the question. 

Vineyard Commons is located at 300 Vineyard Av-
enue. For more information, visit www.TOLHPS.org 
or call (845) 255-7742.

An illustrated talk about
covered bridges by Ronald Knapp

The New Paltz Historical Society will host Ronald 
G. Knapp, co-author of the book America’s Covered 
Bridges, for an illustrated lecture titled, “Forgot-
ten: Covered Bridges of the Mid-Hudson Region” on 
Wednesday, March 6, 7 p.m., at the New Paltz Com-
munity Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive.

Covered bridges are a fascination for many and our 
area had a history of many of them. Knapp will tell us 
their stories, featuring photos of still existing, as well as 
long-gone, covered bridges from our area.

The book, America’s Covered Bridges: Practical 
Crossings, Nostalgic Icons, was co-authored by Knapp 
and Terry Miller, with photography by Knapp’s fre-
quent collaborator, photographer A. Chester Ong. 
The three made many trips in the US and Canada to 
gather material for the book. After completing the 
research for the book, Knapp turned his attention to 
the covered bridges in the Mid-Hudson area, which 
provided the material for this lecture.

As a special favor to the New Paltz Historical Soci-
ety, Knapp will have, available for sale, signed cop-
ies of America’s Covered Bridges: Practical Crossings, 
Nostalgic Icons for $20 cash, $10 of which will be do-
nated to the New Paltz Historical Society. 

Refreshments will be served. This event is free and 
open to the public. 

Retired men to meet on March 4

Retired men of the New Paltz Community invite 
retired men everywhere to the monthly breakfast 
meeting of Monday, March 4, 8 a.m., at the New 
Paltz Plaza Diner. 

Ted Reiss, president of the New Paltz Rescue Squad, 
will present a brief history of the growth of the squad, 
historical statistics and advancements in pre-hospital 

patient care. Reiss has been a member since 1978 and 
has held various positions in the organization. 

 For additional information, contact Rob Greene at 
rasjgreene@earthlink.net, or 256-9003.

Shrove Tuesday pancake
suppers in New Paltz and Highland

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in New Paltz will 
host its annual Shrove Tuesday community pancake 
supper on Tuesday, March 5 from 5 to 7 p.m. The 
meal provides a traditional “Fat Tuesday” start to 
the Lenten season and includes sausage and apple-
sauce, as well as pancakes. Supper is free, but dona-
tions are accepted. St. Andrew’s will contribute pro-
ceeds after expenses to Family of New Paltz.

Members of the New Paltz Area Church Council 
and other local clergy, along with the youth of St. An-
drew’s, prepare the pancakes, and the parishioners 
of St. Andrew’s, including the children, coordinate 
the food and serving for this annual event.

The entire community is invited to attend. Lent 
begins at St. Andrew’s with Ash Wednesday services 
led by The Reverend Robin L. James on March 6, 
with Imposition of Ashes at 7 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. and 
Imposition of Ashes with Holy Eucharist at 7 p.m. As 
in other years, the collection on Ash Wednesday will 
also be for Family of New Paltz.

St. Andrew’s is located at 163 Main Street in New 
Paltz. To learn more about church, call 255-5098.

St. Augustine’s Knights of Columbus announces its 
last pancake Shrove dinner on March 5 from 6 to 8 
p.m. at St. Augustine’s gym, located at 35 Phillips Av-
enue in Highland. This year’s fi nale will feature Shep 
and the Coconuts, Hammer J Hoey’s Thunderstruck 
Magic and a special appearance by the Hudson Val-
ley legend Denny Hall. Plenty of pancakes, sausage 
and apple sauce will be served. Donations will be 
accepted for St. Augustine’s Thanksgiving luncheon 
this upcoming November. For additional informa-
tion, contact Richard Gorres at (845) 795-2811. 

Youth scrabble club
at Gardiner Library

The youth scrabble club will meet at the Gardiner 
Library this Saturday, March 2 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
in the kids’ section in the activity room. The club is run 
by New Paltz High School senior Noah Kalus, a former 
North American School Scrabble Champion, and is 
recommended for grades 3-8. All levels welcome.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

 NEW PALTZ | MARCH

March for International Women’s Day

N
EW PALTZ WOMEN in Black and various campus groups will march along Main Street on 
Saturday, March 9 to celebrate International Women’s Day. The action will celebrate the 
many advances women have won through struggle and signal the hard work needed to 
eliminate the remaining obstacles to full equality.

International Women’s Day is a day of solidarity for working women that is celebrated all over the 
world. It was originally inspired by strikes staged by women garment workers, many of them im-
migrants, in New York City more than 100 years ago.

The event will begin at 11 a.m. in front of Elting Memorial Library, at 93 Main Street in New Paltz 
and participants will march to Water Street Market, accompanied by the spirited sounds of the local 
activist brass band Tin Horn Uprising.

Co-sponsoring organizations are invited to address the crowd briefl y before the march takes off  
and to bring signs and chants that represent their groups.

The action calls for an end to violence against women and all vulnerable and marginalized mem-
bers of society. Men are invited to join the parade in solidarity with women’s struggles for their full 
human rights.

For more information about International Women’s Day, contact Donna Goodman at donna0726@
earthlink.net.
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 Police brutality
(Continued from page 1) 

Marquette recounted that racism has always been the 
group’s focus throughout its 30-year-plus history. 
Much of that work is done in the public schools, but 
members became interested in the Paul Echols case, 
wherein an African-American suspect was allegedly 
“beaten” by offi  cers over “petty issues,” Marquette 
asserted. That the involved offi  cers were “exonerat-
ed” by New Paltz Police Commissioners after a com-
plaint was fi led was “not surprising, but extremely 
annoying.”

The case against Echols, 23 of Ellenville, for charges 
arising from that encounter on September 9 will be in 
New Paltz court on March 4. Echols and unnamed wit-
nesses have claimed that town police offi  cers arrested 
him when he was seeking help for being attacked, and 
that Echols was punched multiple times while hand-
cuff ed and in the back of a police car.

One impact of the Echols case is that a system put 
into place to keep citizens involved in complaints 
against offi  cers failed completely, and was conse-
quently replaced. The once-independent New Paltz 
Police Commission was eff ectively dissolved Feb-
ruary 3, 2014 when members of the Town Council 
stepped into their roles directly, maintaining a legal 
fi ction of separation by conducting meetings of the 
two groups one after the other. A Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee was created in 2016 to advise on disci-
plinary matters, but it was understood from the start 
that the police contract keeps the actual discipline 
decisions within the chain of command.

When committee members were asked to com-
ment on the Echols case, they were not clear as to 
their actual charge, or how to obtain the information 
they felt necessary to proceed. It was the fi rst mat-
ter considered using this process, and it was the fi rst 
time town attorney Joe Moriello got a look at how 
the group was structured. Finding some legal issues, 
he recommended scrapping the advisory committee 
in favor of an advisory board; town council mem-
bers did just that on February 7. Membership on that 
board has yet to be determined, but actual discipline 
will rest with the police chief and lieutenant unless 
that authority is transferred during contract negotia-
tions this year.

Sussman himself recounted details of some cases 
around police use of force in which he’s been in-
volved. To his mind, while racism plays a role in 
many of those, that speaks to racial tensions in soci-
ety, rather than suggests that police offi  cers are more 
racist than members of the public at large. Once an 
attorney at the NAACP, Sussman fi nds that present 
leadership of that organization have been “muted” 
in their response to infl ammatory rhetoric and race-
related events. Added to that is what’s becoming a 
typical pattern of reaction from members of the gen-
eral public: they “get riled up and concerned,” but 
overall are becoming “numbed” by the frequency 
such events are reported.

What makes racism problematic in a police offi  cer 
is that court precedent and law give that offi  cer a cer-
tain amount of protection from prosecution. “There 
should be a criminal prosecution” when arrest be-
comes abuse, Sussman believes, and such offi  cers 
“should never be near a badge again.” The legal en-
vironment provides certain doctrines of immunity, 
however, and often an offi  cer is actually defended 
through the state attorney general’s offi  ce, a practice 
Sussman would like to see ended.

The culture, too, contributes to the assumption 
that police offi  cers are in the right. District attorneys 

and medical examiners have close relationships with 
police offi  cers, and investigating them could prove 
politically diffi  cult. Sussman spoke of a case in which 
a suspect initially ran from police, then stopped and 
surrendered. When he was lying face-down on the 
ground, an offi  cer broke the suspect’s ankle by step-
ping on it, and then his wrist. “If you run, it’s hard to 
later sue,” Sussman said, because members of juries 
won’t be focusing on the subsequent surrender.

Held in the student union building on campus, the 
event drew members of the campus and wider New 
Paltz communities. Sussman told an audience mixed 
in age and ethnic background not to “fi ght back in 
the moment” of an police encounter, as that only 
gives an “opportunity to brutalize you.” Instead he 
recommends “living another day to fi ght against the 
misconduct.” While he fi nds that cases of miscon-
duct against young men of color to be common and 
“heartbreaking,” he warned that “it could happen to 
anyone” due to racial stereotypes and divisive rheto-
ric on the national stage.

Perhaps to demonstrate that societal divisions are 
more across racial than class lines, Sussman spoke 
of D.J. Henry, a Pace University student fatally shot 
by police in 2010. A football player from an affl  uent 
family, Henry was shot while driving away from po-
lice at a slow rate of speed. An investigation revealed 
that police reports about Henry’s behavior were in-
consistent with the facts. His parents eventually re-
ceived settlements of several wrongful-death suits, 
but the offi  cer was never charged with any crime. 
Sussman says that this tendency is the result of “de-
valuation” of the life of the victim compared to those 
of other people.

While there is little one can do during a police 
encounter, Sussman hinted that more could be 
done on a wider level, if there was but the will. “We 
haven’t tried” to do more, he said, and that embold-
ens potential wrongdoers. The attorney would like 
to turn the concept of “broken-windows policing” 
on its head, and focus that level of scrutiny on law 

There should be a criminal 
prosecution” when arrest 
becomes abuse, Michael 

Sussman believes, and such 
offi  cers “should never be 

near a badge again.” 

NEW PALTZ | POLICE

Cameras coming to police offi  cers near you

I
T'S NOT A question of if New Paltz police offi  cers are going to start wearing body cameras, it's a 
question of how to manage the costs once they start, which could be as soon as the spring. New 
Paltz Police Chief Joseph Snyder told members of the Police Commission last week that right 
now there's a test ongoing of a camera 

which integrates with the ones used in the 
patrol cars.

Robert Lucchesi, the department's lieu-
tenant, explained that 12 cameras would be 
needed to outfi t offi  cers on a shift while re-
charging others. While these could be pur-
chased with seized assets, replacing them in 
about fi ve years would have to be budgeted 
in the normal way. Storage of the video foot-
age is another cost factor, one which rises quickly if the cameras are left running for the entire shift. 
To do otherwise would require a clear policy as to when they needed to be turned on, and as Snyder 
pointed out, could lead to questions about whether a lack of recording of an incident is intentional 
or an oversight.

Despite challenges, "we are committed to going forward," Snyder said.
-- Terence P Ward

enforcement offi  cers. “If we let them get away with 
small things,” he believes, it can lead to these more 
serious cases. As with policing for broken windows, 
when the smallest issue is prosecuted to ensure big-
ger problems never happen, Sussman would have 
police offi  cers under a societal microscope to ensure 
they are indeed protecting and serving.

Sussman is representing Echols, and told audi-
ence members that a body camera captured offi  cers 
yelling about Echols spitting blood on them, which 
is part of the narrative in reports fi led about the inci-
dent. However, according to what the attorney saw 
in that body camera footage, there is “not a speck of 
blood on any of them” even as they are claiming to 
have blood covering them. This is offi  cers “trying to 
justify” what had occurred after the fact, Sussman pos-
ited. All victims of police “have done something ter-
rible.”

The timing of this event may heighten attendance 
at Echols’ March 4 court date, but as Sussman not-
ed, organizing around a single incident is not likely 
to change things in and of itself. That’s going to take 
long-term, sustained action on many fronts. Wheth-
er that will occur in New Paltz or the state remains 
to be seen. ++

Snow changes

Public hearings on two snow-related laws will be 
held at the New Paltz Town Board meeting on March 
7. The fi rst will make it clear that town offi  cials have 
the right to tow vehicles which are parked in such 
a way as to impede plowing, while the second will 
make it easier to deal with scoffl  aws who don’t shov-
el their walks. Right now the only recourse for leav-
ing a sidewalk full of snow is to bring the property 
owner to court, but the new law would empower 
town offi  cials to have that stretch plowed and charge 
the owner for the service.

-- Terence P Ward

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Police Chief Joseph Snyder.

Despite challenges, “we 
are committed to going 

forward,” Joe Snyder said.
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NEW PALTZ | PLACE

Tiki Torch: tequila and mezcal, tropical juices, spices. Pina Colada: blend of rums, tropical juices, coconut, 
and orgeat.

Undead Gentleman: Aged and overproof rums, 
absinthe, fresh citrus juices and spices.

by Frances Marion Platt

A
TTENTION, CLASS: SAY “fuchsia.” You 
know, that deep purplish-pink color. If, 
like most Americans, you pronounced 
it “FYOO-sha,” you got it wrong. Being 

named after a botanist named Fuchs, it’s properly 
“FYOOK-sha.”

Why should you care, if you’re not a gardener 
or an interior or clothing designer? Beginning next 
month, it will be important for Paltzonians to be able 
to get this right. That’s because you’ll be wanting to 
corral a group of friends to go out for an evening of 
enjoying exotic cocktails at a new watering hole in 
the previously underutilized downstairs bar at Asian 
Fusion. The Fuchsia Tiki Bar will hold its Grand 
Opening on March 27. “A little bit hole-in-the-wall, a 
little bit tropical escape, Fuchsia is the colorful com-
munity bar that will make you feel like you’re on va-
cation in Mexico while still in the Hudson Valley,” 
promises the PR for this new venture.

“I’m not sure that we can be friends,” mutters An-
ton Kinloch dryly when this correspondent admits 
to associating tiki bars with tackily decorated fi n-
ished basements on Long Island in the early 1960s. 
Kinloch, who was brought on board as a consultant 
by Asian Fusion owner Ada Xiao to renovate the 
ground-fl oor bar, give it a fresh theme and create 
a new cocktail menu, is a “self-proclaimed profes-
sional cocktail nerd” who cut his hospitality chops 
at the CIA and Turning Stone Casino. And he’s a seri-
ous student of “traditional” tiki culture, whose roots 
go back to the early 1930s at least.

The guru of tiki, long before Trader Vic’s made it a 
fad, was a Texan named Ernest Raymond Beaumont 
Gantt, better-known as Donn Beach. As a young man 
he traveled the world, including the South Pacifi c, 
working as a bootlegger and rumrunner during Pro-
hibition. He opened his fi rst Don the Beachcomber-
branded bar in Hollywood in 1933, and quickly ex-
panded it into a chain. The popularity of tiki style 
blossomed when US servicemen stationed in Hawaii 
were redeployed to California after the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor, Kinloch said, with Don the Beach-
comber supplying delicious reminders of the fruit-
forward drinks that they had enjoyed in the islands.

As restaurants, they served mainly Cantonese cui-
sine with fl ourishes of pineapple and coconut. The 
pu-pu platter is said to have originated with Don the 
Beachcomber. But their main claim to fame was the 
rum cocktails, served in Polynesian-themed mugs 
and topped with tiny paper parasols. Donn Beach 

is the acknowledged creator of the Zombie, and 
claimed to have invented the Mai Tai in 1933, eleven 
years ahead of Trader Vic’s.

A proper tiki bar is distinguished by its tropical 
décor, and Kinloch is shooting for a “modern, more 
minimal” approach in his design for the downstairs 
lounge. The space, which seats 35, will retain much of 
its existing look, including the original faux-marble bar, 
barstools, chairs and tables, stonework and tile trim 
and dark slate tile fl ooring. A formerly purple wall that 
he characterizes as “hideous” has been covered with 
rough wooden shiplap panels, trimmed with a strip of 
lights that can be programmed to change colors. Other 
walls will be accented with wallpaper in understated 
green-and-white tropical foliage patterns.

A shadowbox divider trimmed with palm fronds 
screens the entrance to the bathroom, whose inte-
rior has been completely remodeled. By the opening 
date, there will be some tiki masks on the walls, a few 
live plants and other thematic touches, such as light 
fi xtures made from puff erfi sh. Think tiki, but taste-
ful. “I’m going for a striking visual element,” Kinloch 
explains. (To avoid political quarrels that might be 
sparked by their presence, tiki torches, recently ad-
opted as a prop for marches by white supremacist 
groups, will defi nitely not be part of the décor.)

The food served in the bar space will be a more 

limited selection of the same Chinese and Japanese 
menu off ered at Asian Fusion. The emphasis will be on 
handcrafted cocktails that incorporate fresh fruit and 
tropical fruit juice blends, following recipes authentic 
to Don the Beachcomber’s 1940s heyday. “Every single 
cocktail has its own unique vessel,” Kinloch says: ce-
ramic mugs in the shapes of parrots, rum barrels, volca-
noes, scorpions and so on. The drinks will be primarily 
“rumcentric,” with a wide variety of rum brands ready 
to sample. But he promises that variants using bour-
bon, gin and tequila will also be available, and even a 
non-alcoholic selection of fruit cocktails, demonstrat-
ing “the versatility of what tiki is… We want to break 
the stigma that rum is what tiki revolves around.”

The atmosphere is promised to be calm and relax-
ing, a “tropical escape from reality” with low lights 
and soft music (“cross-genre,” in case you were wor-
ried that it would be wall-to-wall Jimmy Buff ett). “We 
want it to be a place where people can comfortably 
enjoy libations, by themselves or in groups.”

Hours of operation at the Fuchsia Tiki Bar, located 
at 215 Main Street in New Paltz (use rear entrance), will 
be from 5 to 10 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays and 5 
to 11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, beginning March 27. 
For more information, including opening-week drink 
specials, visit the website at www.fuchsiatikibar.com or 
www.facebook.com/asian-fusion-new-paltz-ny. ++

Tropical escape from reality
Fuchsia Tiki Bar plans March 27 Grand Opening

Serving New Paltz for 37 years.
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NEW PALTZ | THEATRE

LAUREN THOMAS

Last Saturday, The Denizen Theatre in New Paltz announced its 2019 season of plays. Pictured are the Denizen Theatre 
founding artistic team (L-R): Harry Lipstein, Ben Williamson and Brittany Proia.

by Frances Marion Platt

A 
PLAY ABOUT MENTAL illness directed by 
the TMI project’s Eva Tenuto and a one-
person play that the actor is forbidden ever 
to have read or seen prior to getting onstage 

to perform it are two of the dramatic treats in store at 

New Paltz’s Denizen Theatre in 2019. The new little-
black-box-that-could, located on the upper level of the 
Water Street Market in New Paltz, unveiled the off er-
ings for its second season last Saturday.

Each of the stageworks being planned is cutting-
edge in its own way, but the third show scheduled 
seems by far the most bonkers. Set to run from July 

7 to 28, Nassim Soleimanpour’s White Rabbit Red Rab-
bit is, according to Denizen founder Harry Lipstein, “a 
theatre social experiment. Each night, a diff erent actor 
comes to a stage and is given a script. They don’t know 
what’s in it… I’ve done this, and it’s extremely terrify-
ing.” There’s no director, no set; just a sealed envelope 
with the script hidden inside. Both of Denizen’s co-
artistic directors, Brittany Proia and Ben Williamson, 
are among the ten actors recruited so far to participate. 
“This is something you want to see more than once,” 
Lipstein recommended, since White Rabbit Red Rabbit 
becomes a diff erent theatrical experience each time a 
new “sequestered” actor takes up the challenge and 
spontaneously interprets and performs the text.

The new season kicks off  with a luminary of our 
region’s theatrical circuit, TMI Project founder Eva 
Tenuto, bringing her considerable experience in 
staging personal memoirs to the director’s chair for 
Every Brilliant Thing. Written by Duncan Macmil-
lan and described as “a heartfelt story full of hope, 
resilience and joy,” Every Brilliant Thing is “about a 
child’s exposure to the mental illness of a mother,” 
Lipstein explained, and addresses the question: 
What makes life worth living? Tenuto’s familiarity 
with how to bring “real stories” to life makes her 
“perfect for that piece,” he added. Previews of the 
play will be shown on April 3 and 4, and it will run 
from April 5 to 28.

Next up is a regional premiere: Companion Piece 
by Drama Desk Award-winner Kevin Armento, de-
scribed as “a witty comedy that explores the nature 
of what it means to make human connections” in an 
age of cyber-entertainment and online dating. After 
months in an online relationship, Dolores comes to 
New England and meets Leonard for the very fi rst 
time. This face-to-face encounter begins to unravel 
secrets about his previously lonely existence. Pre-
views for Companion Piece will happen on June 5 and 
6, and the play will run from June 7 to 30.

A US premiere of a feminist dystopian tale will be 
next on the schedule after the aforementioned White 
Rabbit Red Rabbit. Proia described Penelope Skinner’s
Meek as “The Handmaid’s Tale meets Black Mirror,” 
featuring “three ferocious female roles.”  In a futur-
istic society where private lives become political and 
freedom of expression is not an option, we fi nd Irene 
imprisoned, unaware of her crimes. The play aff ords 
a haunting vision of ruthless state theocracy, tense re-
lationships and one woman’s determination not to be 
broken. Meek will be in preview on August 7 and Au-
gust 8, with the full run from August 9 to September 1. 

Sender by Ike Holter will wrap up the 2019 Deni-
zen season, previewing on October 2 and 3 and run-
ning from October 4 to 27. According to Williamson, 
this play is “a comedic, raw look at Millennials.” A 
friend, lover and idol dies; a community mourns; 
366 days later the unimaginable happens. This witty, 
raw and razor-sharp play forces its characters to con-
front their adolescence and asks the question: What 
does growing up mean?

A new season on the way means that it’s the best 
possible time to purchase a season ticket to Denizen 
Theatre. You can get a full-season subscription and 
see all three plays for $125; a $75 “Flex Subscription” 
lets you take your choice of three. But why not make 
the full commitment, so you won’t be tempted to 
stay home and miss any of them? Individual shows 
(which often sell out, especially on weekends) cost 
$28 general admission, $24 for seniors, $15 for youth 
under 30 and $5 for students. To order, call the box 
offi  ce at (845) 303-4136 or visit www.denizenthe-
atre.com. The Denizen Theatre is located at 10 Main 
Street in New Paltz. ++

Your assignment, should 
you choose to accept it
Denizen Theatre brings sense of surprise to 2019 play roster
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HIGHLAND | SCHOOL BOARD

$8 million capital project moving 
forward in Highland schools

At their recent regular meeting on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 19, the Highland Central School District received 
a design and development update on the plans for 
the $8 million capital project approved in May. The 
project will provide upgrades to safety and security 
at all of the school buildings, with new LED fi xtures 
off ering better exterior lighting and access to rooms 
improved. A new pump system and ventilation sys-
tem will be installed and traffi  c and safety issues at 
the high school addressed.

The next step in the process will be to fi nalize the 
necessary documents and send them for review to 
the state Education Department by April 1. The hope 
is to receive state Education Department approval 
for the project by October and put the work out to 
bid in November.

-- Sharyn Flanagan

School budget talks beginning

At their recent regular meeting on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 19, the Highland Central School District Board 
of Education heard a 2019-2020 budget presentation 
by district business administrator Lissa Jilek. 

Highland received $15,231,086 in New York state 
aid for the 2018-19 school year. As it stands now, the 
expected state aid for 2019-20 is $13,880,555, which 
amounts to $1,350,531 less. The revenue from fed-
eral aid (Medicaid) remains at $50,000 and revenue 
from payments in lieu of taxes goes up $5,855. Addi-
tional revenue sources lumped together in one cat-
egory will also increase district revenue by $141,265, 
and the budget applies $1,500,000 from the fund 
balance, as it did last year. But while some revenue 
sources went up this year, the expected loss of state 
aid means the overall revenues coming into the dis-
trict amount to $926,307 less than last year.

The outlook at this time is “not a pretty picture,” 
Jilek noted, but Superintendent of Schools Thomas 
Bongiovi cautioned the board that it is still very early 
in the budget process and there is much yet to be de-
termined. He is confi dent, he said, that they will be 
able to come up with a fi nal budget that allows the 
district to keep everything necessary.

The next step in the process is for Jilek to submit 
the 2019-20 calculation of the tax levy limit to the Of-
fi ce of the State Comptroller by March 1.

Stay tuned: the next board meeting is Tuesday, 
March 5, at which time there should be more in-
formation. A bus proposition of approximately 
$385,000 is also expected to be on the ballot in May, 
as well, said Jilek.

-- Sharyn Flanagan

Highland students learn about 
recycling and help raise funds for 
the school

The Highland Elementary School is participating 
in the 2019 CLYNK challenge in conjunction with 
Hannaford supermarket. CLYNK is a service of-
fered through Hannaford stores in which recyclable 
bottles and cans with a fi ve-cent deposit may be re-
deemed more easily. The funds received back when 
cans and bottles are deposited may be used toward 
groceries or donated to a good cause. 

According to Highland Elementary Principal Joel 
Freer at the recent regular Board of Education meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 19, students in Highland 
attended a recycling assembly in January to hear 
about how they could become better stewards of 
the environment as well as how they can participate 

in the CLYNK challenge. Anyone wishing to collect 
recyclables in a pre-tagged CLYNK bag may return 
the bag to the CLYNK drop box in the parking lot at 
Highland Hannaford. The project is doing as much 
to teach young children about recycling in general 
as it is helpful in raising funds for the school, Freer 
noted.

Highland Elementary will earn $.50 for every $1 
collected and returned. If Highland Elementary 
School collects the most bottles in the challenge, the 
school will win an additional $1,500. Parents have 
been fi lling bags and returning them to the CLYNK 
station, Freer said, and students dropping their wa-
ter bottles in special CLYNK boxes in the school.

As of Thursday, February 7, nearly 1,500 contain-
ers were collected and returned. The school would 
also appreciate donations of the grey plastic CLYNK 
bags needed to return the items. (Hannaford super-
market sells boxes of ten bags for $1.75.) Many staff  
members have contributed bags to be used for the 
challenge, Freer said, but more could always be 
used. Names and pictures are posted on the Chal-
lenge Wall in the main lobby of the school to encour-
age others to participate in the eff orts, and a staff  
challenge recently began.

-- Sharyn Flanagan

It’s the economy

Scandinavian melodrama
It’s ironic. Though discount carrier Norwegian 

Air is skating on perilously thin fi nancial ice these 
days, its fi rst full year of international service at 
Stewart Airport was not responsible for that red ink. 
On the contrary. Ending the year with a fl ourish, the 
airline’s year-end numbers signal an indisputable 
success at Stewart.

Would that the rest of the airline’s operations be 
doing as well. But they’re not. The airline’s stock 
price has plummeted. The world is now witnessing 
an existential threat to the survival of Norwegian 
Air, the plucky  independent entrepreneurial airline 
which had the courage to test out a widely derided 
business model in the extremely competitive New York 
international air market, and to produce, it seems from 
the numbers, distinctly positive results. At Stewart, the 
numbers constitute a proof of concept. 

The airline’s CEO, Bjorn Kjos, is a colorful char-
acter who went all in on selling steeply discounted 
tickets to fl ights to and from secondary airports like 
Stewart. His strategy has had its ups and downs. Rev-
enues increased dramatically, but so did debt. Nor-
wegian was successful in some markets but not in 
others. When would the company-wide turnaround 
come?

In the fairybook world, the aerial melodrama 
would end with the risk-taking entrepreneur es-
caping the jaws of his creditors and reaping his just 
rewards. In the real world, alas, there are alternate 
outcomes, most of which don’t turn out so well. For 
Norwegian as a company, the signs have been omi-
nous. To raise cash to meet its bills, the airline has re-
cently been selling warrants that value the company 
at less than its stock price.

Meanwhile, airport owner Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey has announced it’s pro-
ceeding with plans to build a 20,000-square-foot 
separate international terminal at Stewart for about 
$40 million. The addition, PANYNJ blithely report-
ed the expenditure was part of a larger investment 
to which it had committed itself a decade ago. The 
multi-billion-dollar interstate authority said in a 
press release that it had confi dence in Stewart’s 
growing appeal for carriers and passengers alike.

Norwegian is Stewart’s sole international carrier. 
No Norwegian, no international passengers.

Is this powerful agency taking on a big fi nancial 

risk based on shaky thinking? Or might Port Author-
ity know something the rest of us don’t? 

In its fi rst full half-year of operations at Stewart in 
2017, Norwegian carried 136,600 paying passengers. 
In the same six months this year, making approxi-
mately the same number of fl ights, it carried 187,500 
paying passengers. That’s an average increase of 
8500 passengers a month. Norwegian ended the last 
quarter of 2018 with a bang, its number of paying 
passengers at Stewart increasing by 40 percent over 
the previous year’s last quarter.  

These numbers constitute a strong indicator that 
the market demand from passengers traveling be-
tween the New York City area and European des-
tinations at ticket prices the Scandinavian airline 
charges at Stewart (plus $20 one way for the Short 
Line bus) is robust. Some of the fi nancial parameters 
remain unknown, but it’s clear a signifi cant number 
of metropolitan New York passengers or tourists pre-
fer patronizing Stewart to getting stuck on the Van 
Wyck Expressway on their way to JFK or schlepping 
to Newark (Norwegian fl ies out of both).  

Though Norwegian is pushing ahead with 
some new fl ights to Europe from other American 
airports, Kjos has said that he wants to concentrate 
on adding more frequent fl ights to and from existing 
destinations that Norwegian serves. That’s known as 
“optimizing the route portfolio.”

In 2018, Stewart Airport served 366,130 domestic 
passengers (117,713 used JetBlue, 111,747 Allegiant, 
79,646 American and 57,564 Delta) as well as the 
324,291 international passengers who used Norwe-
gian. Though only about half of one percent of the 
139 million air passengers at all the Port Authority 
airports, the Stewart 2018 passenger total was the 
highest in a decade.

If the count of international passengers continues 
to swell in the coming months, Norwegian’s viability 
at Stewart will also continue to strengthen. Eventu-
ally, the market potential is likely to attract competi-
tive discount carriers. This may be one of those busi-
ness situations, however, where it is not the pioneer 
in the market but the early adopter who ends up 
with the greater fi nancial success. But Stewart has a 
very good chance of ending up a winner no matter 
how the Scandinavian melodrama ends. 

 -- Geddy Sveikauskas
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REGION | LECTURE

LAUREN THOMAS

Last week at SUNY New Paltz, as part of the Shawangunk Ridge free public lecture series, Paul Huth, Mohonk Preserve Research Director Emeritus, presented "The Altered Landscape."

by Frances Marion Platt

A
S WE MOURN the shrinking of wilderness 
in modern times, it’s easy to lose sight of 
the fact that our landscapes today are in 
many cases much cleaner and greener 

than in centuries past. As European colonists moved 

inland from the East Coast, primeval forests fell be-
fore them: harvested to build dwellings and ships, 
burned for warmth or to make charcoal, stripped of 
bark for tanneries, the once-wooded land cleared 
for agriculture. The Industrial Revolution, and in 
particular the intensive use of coal as a fuel, choked 
19th-century skies with smoke. Massive infrastruc-

ture-building projects such as railways, canals and 
aqueducts tore great gashes in the landscape that in 
our time are softened with greenery once again.

Gazing over the patchwork landscape now under 
the stewardship of the Mohonk Preserve, it’s tempt-
ing – but misleading – to picture its evolution from 
its wild state as calm and gradual. The turbulent ac-
tual process came clearer in the photographs and 
maps shared by Paul Huth, the Preserve’s research 
director emeritus, in his presentation “The Altered 
Landscape,” given last Thursday at SUNY New Paltz 
as part of this year’s free lecture series sponsored 
by the Shawangunk Ridge Biodiversity Partnership 
(SRBP) and coordinated by Mohonk Preserve and 
Minnewaska State Park Preserve.

The focus of Huth’s talk was the Mohonk Pre-
serve’s most recent large land acquisition, known as 
the Foothills, now partially traversed by the River-
to-Ridge Trail and home to the Testimonial Gateway 
Tower, whose site is currently being landscaped into 
a major trailhead. Startling images dating back to 
the early days of photography, and continuing into 
the postwar era, showed that the bucolic rolling hills 
and fi elds punctuated by woods that we now associ-
ate with the land between river and Ridge were once 

Post-industrial Paradise
Paul Huth lecture shows Mohonk Foothills healing from human impacts
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far more denuded than the present day.
The fi rst land clearings west of the Wallkill River 

began around the time of the signing of the New Paltz 
Patent in 1677, Huth explained, with the southern 
part of the Foothills parceled off  to Jacobus Bruyn in 
1682. The earliest dwelling known to have been built 
in the area, the home of George and Anna DuBois, 
appears on an Ulster County map made in 1829. The 
building itself burned down in 1865, but another one 
built on more or less the same site became the hub 
of what is now known as Brook Farm.

When it came to growing crops, New Paltz’s Hu-
guenot settlers and their descendants preferred the 
fertile alluvial plain we now call the Flats to the Foot-
hills, whose thin soils are littered with glacial errat-
ics that make great stone walls but ruin plow blades, 
and are plagued by high water tables in those level 
pockets of meadow where the soil is better. Although 
some pioneer families moved into farmhouses they 
built in the areas known today as Brook, Pine and 
Kleinekill Farms, it was a “pretty hardscrabble” way 
of eking out a living, Huth said. “There was very little 
tillable ground.”

Once cleared of trees, that stony land proved hos-
pitable to pasturage and haymaking. In the early 
days of Mohonk Mountain House, between 1884 
and 1925, hotel founder Albert K. Smiley purchased 
eleven farmsteads on the eastern slope of the Ridge 
and 17 parcels connecting the Mountain House to the 
Wallkill Valley. By 1930, according to Huth, about 
1,500 acres of surrounding land had been put into 
agricultural service to the Mountain House, com-
prising “seven big farms on both sides of the Ridge,” 
managed by tenant farmers. Most of this was to sup-
port the hotel’s extensive dairy herds. Huth showed 
slides of carefully kept records of milk production 
for each of the farm parcels; a 1917 inventory by Dan 
Smiley, Sr. indicated 19,000 pounds of milk being 
produced in a single year. Only in 1951 was the pro-
cess of pasteurization brought in, Huth noted.

In addition to dairy cattle, the Mountain House 
also kept more than 100 horses, for livery, stage-
coaches and heavy farm work. All these large un-
gulates required feeding over the winter, so hay 
production was a “big commodity” in the Foothills, 
peaking around 1920. “It was gathered by hand, 
with about 600 tons of hay stored each year,” Huth 
noted. “In 1947 they fi nally bought a modern baler.” 
Much of the pastureland was turned over to haymak-
ing when the dairy operation ceased in 1965: “That’s 
when the return to wildness that we recognize today 
really began.”

An 1892 photograph taken from somewhere in the 
vicinity of Sparkling Ridge depicts a landscape that 
seems shockingly treeless to modern eyes. “The vis-
tas are very prominent,” Huth said, pointing out a 
plume of smoke from a smoldering charcoal pit. Not 
only was the land being claimed for agricultural pur-
poses, but charcoal production was also a booming 
industry in the late 19th century: “very impactful,” 
and “a smoky, dirty business.” He showed photos of 
a demonstration burn, illustrating a 30-foot-diame-
ter framework of 13 to 14 cords of wood, surrounded 
by a small earth berm and covered with leaves, dirt 
and debris. The charcoal thus produced was “prin-
cipally used to run big blast furnaces for smelting 
iron.” Two large nearby furnaces, in Ramapo and 

MICHAEL NEIL O'DONNELL   

The Mohonk Preserve Foothills.

Millerton, required “600 acres of forest to run for 
a year.”

Today’s primary route to the foot of the Ridge, 
Route 299, wasn’t built until the 1950s. The construc-
tion of the 23-mile New Paltz/Wawarsing Turnpike 
in 1856, traversing the “shortest cross-Ridge distance 
over the mountain” through the Trapps Gap, was a 
major driver of the land clearances in the Foothills. 
Also providing access was Pine Road, which fed into 
Old South Road, leading up to Mountain Rest. Le-
nape Lane, built by 1882, led through the original 
Mohonk Gatehouse, where the Testimonial Gateway 
Tower was constructed in 1907/08 to mark the 50th 
wedding anniversary of Albert Smiley and his wife 
Eliza. The allée of stately pin oaks that lines the road 
was planted in 1909, and ponds and a gravity-fed 
fountain installed near the base of the tower. Duck 
Pond was built around the same time.

Most alarming of all the historic photos shown 
were those documenting the construction of the 
branch of the Catskill Aqueduct that traversed the 
Gunks in 1912, including shots of a stone-crushing 
operation near Canaan Road and a deep ditch dug 
for a temporary rail line. “They built an impressive 
tunnel under Bonticou Crag. The construction dis-
turbance was extensive,” Huth said. “Look how ex-

tensively this front part of the Crag was quarried for 
crushed stone!”

Today, no trace of that massive-scale excavation is 
apparent to the eye. And modern technologies have 
eliminated the need for Mohonk Mountain House to 
be self-suffi  cient in ways that once scarred the land-
scape, such as dairying and cutting fi rewood and 
ice-harvesting. Under careful stewardship, nature 
is showing its astonishing capacity to heal human 
damage. Vistas of the Ridge are now narrower than 
they were in the 1890s, more sporadic, deliberately 
curated to spring surprises on us as we come around 
a bend in the road: what landscape architects call a 
“Zen view.” It’s a comfort to know that, in our neck 
of the woods at least, humanity’s harsh and heavy 
footprint is shrinking.

The next and last in SRBP’s 2019 Shawangunk 
Ridge Free Public Lecture Series, “Inspired by Na-
ture,” begins at 7 p.m. this Thursday, February 28 
at the College Lounge, Room 203, in Vanderlyn Hall 
on the SUNY Ulster campus on Cottekill Road in 
Stone Ridge. Three Hudson Valley artists – Mohonk 
Preserve education outreach coordinator and artist 
Christy Belardo, poet Roger Roloff  and painter Tom 
Sarrantonio – will discuss how fl ora, fauna and natu-
ral lands inform and shape their work. ++

AARP Member
Discount - 15%

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
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Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 
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by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE TRADITIONAL WAY to teach students 
how to play piano is with a half-hour pri-
vate lesson. The only problem with that is 
that the time goes by so quickly the teacher 

has just enough time to show the student what they 
need to learn that week before sending them home 
to practice on their own, hoping the student will re-
member all of what he or she just learned.

Maria Peterson, who has taught piano since 1982 
and opened The Peterson Studio in Highland in 
1990, came to believe over the years that there had 
to be a better way. “As a teacher seeing kids for only 
30 minutes, it can be frustrating; if they forget the 
material, you feel like you’re just re-teaching them 
the same material the next week or watching them 
practice during the lesson. And they’re not getting 
the best of me; I want to be able to teach these kids, 
and make them confi dent, and motivated.”

A few years ago, Peterson says, she woke up one 
morning with the thought that piano lessons could 
be more eff ective, perhaps, if approached in the 
same manner as soccer practice. “If you’re the soc-
cer coach and you have a game every Saturday, you 
don’t just meet up with the kids on Saturday for 
the game. And you certainly don’t say to them, ‘go 
home, practice drills, and we’ll meet each week for 
the game.’ They’re not going to practice the drills 
in the backyard on their own; they need guidance. 
They need longer than half an hour once a week.”

But asking a parent to fund piano lessons more 
than once a week would be too burdensome, Peter-
son knew. The solution seemed to be to fi nd a way 
to make it aff ordable for a parent to keep their child 
in the studio for a full hour for the same price they 
would pay for a half-hour private lesson. After a lot 
of research and consulting with another piano teach-
er who was off ering piano lessons in an alternative 

way, Peterson changed the way she was teaching.
The majority of her students now take lessons 

in what she calls “the comprehensive group class.” 
Five students of varying ages – from second grad-
ers up through high school seniors – work at one of 
fi ve keyboards (with headphones) in the same room 
but at their own pace, on their own level. Each re-
ceives private instruction during the one-hour class, 
but students have time now to practice what they 
just learned while Peterson and her assistant rotate 
amongst the students. 

“I’m still giving individual instruction to each of these 
children, and specifi c instructions on what to work on, 
but when I walk away, they can practice. When I rotate 
back to them, I’m able to check in and see how they’re 
doing; see what they need help with now that they’ve 
had an opportunity to practice a little bit.”

The success of this new method has exceeded all 
her expectations, Peterson says. “I keep very good re-
cords, and I can say with complete confi dence that my 
students are progressing through their workbooks at a 
pace so much faster than they were before.”

After all, Peterson notes, “Children go to school 
every day and still need help with homework. But a 
lot of parents don’t know music, so they can’t help, 
and it can be an intimidating thing for a child to for-
get the material, even if they want to practice and 
have the time. So when they forget the material, 
they don’t practice and just end up waiting until the 
next week’s lesson.” In the group comprehensive 
class, she says, most students have the majority of 
their material learned by the time they leave after 
an hour-long session. “Or they’re familiar enough 
with it that when they go home, their recall is much 
greater.”

If a student proves they are working hard on their 
own and retaining the material, they can go back to 
private lessons if they wish. But most choose not to, 
she says. “A lot of the students want to stay in the 

group class. They like the idea that they get the prac-
tice time and they enjoy the camaraderie. I love how 
when you put a third grader in the same group as a 
ninth grader, there’s ‘vertical learning’ going on. So 
much of what kids do in school is ‘horizontal learn-
ing;’ they’re with kids their same age and they’re all 
learning the same thing. But this way, there’s a bit of 
socialization in the whole thing; the older ones en-
joy seeing how the younger ones are doing, and the 
younger kids look at the older ones and say, ‘I can’t 
wait to play that piece.’”

Another change that Peterson made a few years ago 
in her business model was to begin teaching private 
lessons for three- and four-year-olds. “There are ‘Mom-
my & Me’ groups and a lot of classes for preschool-age 
children, but nobody was teaching private lessons to 
this age group. I found a wonderful program called 
Wunderkeys and melded that together with things I 
was already doing, and that has totally taken off .” The 
fi rst two lessons for preschool-age children are free. 
The fi rst lesson is free for all other ages.

The Peterson Studio has adult students, as well. 
“Adults tend to have really specifi c reasons for wanting 
to learn how to play or for going back to it after hav-
ing taken lessons when younger,” Peterson says. She 
encourages adult students to learn to read notated mu-
sic but does not require it, as she does of the younger 
students. “If adults come in, I might teach them how 
to play a lead sheet or teach them more about chords. 
If they’re singing in the key of C and need to know 
the chords to a particular song, I’ll teach them how to 
locate those chords, how to play chords, and how to 
break those chords up and make a nice accompani-
ment for themselves.”

Peterson believes that everyone is capable of learn-
ing to play the piano. “They might not become the con-
cert pianist they are in their dreams, but they can learn 
to play and they will get enjoyment from it. Not every-
body is gifted and some play better than others, but it 

The Peterson Studio
Thriving piano studio in Highland off ers its students innovative way to learn

Business

LAUREN THOMAS

Maria Peterson is wearing tiny puppets on her fingertips which she uses to help teach her youngest piano students.
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doesn’t mean you can’t learn. I try to get a student to 
a point where if they hear a song they like and want to 
teach themselves to play it, they can do that. Basically, 
what I look to do with any age student is make it so that 
I’m not needed anymore.”

There are three part-time teachers employed at 
The Peterson Studio, as well. “I’m very, very particu-
lar about who I hire. It’s not enough for me that they 
know their instrument and read music and perform; 
it’s also very important to me that they connect with 
children and they actually want to be a teacher of 
music, as opposed to being a performer who teaches 
on the side. I tend to look for someone who is a mu-
sic major looking for a career teaching music. I pre-
fer teachers who are just starting out, because the 
process I use is new, and not done any other place 
that I know of. So my teachers have to be okay with 
exploring a new way of teaching.” Some of the part-
time teachers come to her as interns from SUNY New 
Paltz and get graded for their eff orts. “That’s great 

for the students, and for me as a studio.”
Peterson grew up in Port Jeff erson on the North 

Shore of Long Island. As a junior in high school, 
she won a scholarship to NYU, which she attended 
until she developed tendonitis so severe she had 
to stop playing for a while and lost the scholarship. 
After physical therapy and some time went by, she 
moved up to New Paltz to fi nish her B.S. in music 
performance, music history and literature. “At SUNY 
New Paltz, I had two of the greatest teachers in my 
whole career: Orissa Jenson and her son, Harry. 
They changed everything about my technique and 
the way I play; therefore, the way I teach, also. It 
changed everything for me.”

In fact, she notes, her experience at SUNY New 
Paltz was so positive “it absolutely blew away my 
NYU experience in terms of what I learned and who 
was in the music department.”

Peterson is currently on the faculty of Dutchess 
Community College School of Music as well as the 
Arts Community, and has served as music director of 
First United Methodist Church in Highland. She is a 
member of the Music Teachers National Association, 
the New York State Music Teachers Association, the 
National Guild of Piano Teachers and a participant in 
the New York State School Music Association.

After moving to Highland in 1990, she began teach-
ing out of her living room, moving several times in 
the years that followed but always maintaining a 
place to teach. At one point, a small addition to the 
family home was built to use as a teaching studio and 
Peterson co-founded The Highland Visual and Per-
forming Arts Institute, a summer camp which ran 
for many years out of Highland Elementary School. 
Through it all, Peterson raised three children and 
was on the school board for many years.

The Peterson Studio is located at 2 Brinkerhoff  
Avenue in Highland. It is equipped with a Steinway 
grand piano, a Yamaha acoustic piano, fi ve full Ya-

“In September, it will be 29 
years I’ve been teaching in 

Highland, and I can tell you, I 
have not grown tired of it,” said 
Maria Peterson. “The business 
feels like I keep starting over, 
which makes it feel as if it’s all 

still new. It’s great.”

maha keyboards and seven student keyboards. The 
studio also has iPads and several computer software 
programs aimed at teaching ear training, keyboard 
harmony, theory and composition. The location is 
also Peterson’s home. When she bought the house 
last June, she applied for a revolving small business 
loan through the Town of Lloyd, and says their ap-
proval made it possible for her to renovate half the 
house to create a studio. “I am grateful, because 
without that I would not have been able to be in such 
a great location and have my business grow.”

When she fi rst began teaching in Highland in 1990, 
Peterson started with a half-dozen or so students. 
She currently has 110. “I’m very proud of how I’ve 
evolved and am always trying to grow,” she says. “In 
September, it will be 29 years I’ve been teaching in 
Highland, and I can tell you, I have not grown tired 
of it. I actually love it more now than I ever did and I 
feel like I’m embarking on the next chapter with this 
group class and hiring more teachers. The business 
feels like I keep starting over, which makes it feel as if 
it’s all still new. It’s great. I have the most wonderful 
students and families; you could not ask for better 
people. They make it a joy for me. I get up every day 
and love what I do.”

For more information, call (845) or visit https://
www.thepetersonstudio.com/. ++

COUNTY | NOTES

Democratic primary race

Gardiner resident and former Army offi  cer Pat 
Ryan won the Democratic designation at a party 
convention in Kingston last week for an upcoming 
special election to fi ll the vacancy left by Mike Hein’s 
resignation. He must now win a June 25 primary 
against ex-Woodstock town supervisor Jeff  Moran, 
who said this week that he would mount a challenge 
to Ryan.

Ryan, who after his time in the service worked on 
developing intelligence gathering software for use 
by the military and law enforcement before enter-
ing politics, was the runner up in a seven-way Demo-
cratic primary for the congressional seat currently 
occupied by Antonio Delgado. He was appointed the 
party’s candidate at a February 20 nominating con-
vention where he prevailed over Kingston business-
woman Pat Courtney Strong by a margin of 16,117 to 
11,660, using weighted voting. Moran didn’t compete 
at the convention. 

The vote among about 300 members of the Ulster 
County Democratic Committee assures Ryan a spot 
in the special election scheduled for May to fulfi ll the 
remainder of Hein’s term, which ends December 31. 
A Nov. 5 general election will select a county execu-
tive for a full four-year term.

Strong has announced that she would not chal-
lenge Ryan in a June primary.

Not ready to announce?

Ulster County Republicans ended their February 
23 county convention without a candidate for either 
county executive or the county court judgeship. 
Topping their ticket was district attorney candidate 
Mike Kavanagh. 

Ulster County Republican Committee chairman Rog-
er Rascoe declared that the party would fi ll the empty 
spots on the ballot, adding that candidates interested 
in both top unfi lled posts were not yet ready to an-
nounce. Candidates have until April 4 to fi le nominat-
ing petitions to secure a spot on the November ballot. 

Rascoe blamed the delay in fi elding candidates on 
the decision by state lawmakers in January to shift 
primary elections from their traditional date in Sep-
tember to June 25. “They sprang this early petition 
season on us,” said Rascoe. “You don’t turn around 
today and say you’re running for county executive 
tomorrow. People don’t just rush into spending all of 
that time and eff ort without a plan.”

-- Jesse J. Smith

Park possibility along Hudson

Scenic Hudson is exploring the possibility of 
buying a 500-acre former industrial site straddling 
Kingston and the Town of Ulster and turning it into 
a public park.

On February 22, the environmental nonprofi t land 
trust announced it had signed a contract with property 
owner AVR Realty securing purchasing rights to the 
former Tilcon cement plant. The site on the Hudson 
River shoreline has been vacant since the plant shut 
down in the 1980s. AVR purchased the property in the 
mid-2000s and had planned to build Hudson Landing 
—1650 units of housing ranging from apartment build-
ings and townhouses to suburban style cul-de-sacs — at 
the site. Scenic Hudson opposed the plan. After a fi ve-
year environmental review process, Hudson Landing 
was approved by the Kingston planning board in 2010. 
But by then, the 2008 recession cooled the housing 
market, and no units were ever built.

Scenic Hudson executive director Steve Rosenberg 
declined to discuss details of the contract with AVR this 
week. Rosenberg said the non-profi t was in the early 
stages of exploring the feasibility of purchasing the site 
and transforming it into a park. Scenic Hudson has un-
dertaken similar eff orts at former industrial sites along 
the river in Beacon, Tarrytown, Yonkers and Peekskill. 
“We need to think about all of the moving parts and 
engage with the community on how this site could best 
serve community needs,” said Rosenberg.

  -- Jesse J. Smith
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the current names are actually removed. A formal 
renaming ceremony will be scheduled once all the 
bureaucratic hurdles are cleared.

SUNY New Paltz President Donald Christian has 
championed this cause in recent years, but the issue 
has been broached now and again since before the 
turn of the century. Christian tasked members of the 
college’s Diversity and Inclusion Council to research 
the issues and return a recommendation, and that 
report was submitted last May. Council members 
were asked to consider a resolution to remove the 
Huguenot names at their November meeting, but 
after hearing lengthy testimony from many mem-
bers of the campus community, decided to delay 
the vote until the spring semester. This meeting did 
not include a public comment portion, giving coun-
cil members more opportunity to share their own 
views.

While many students testifi ed as to how living and 
eating in buildings named for slave owners impacted 
their lives, there have been threads of opposition as 
well. One of these is the idea that as these six build-
ings were named in honor of the families which were 
the fi rst Europeans to settle in the area, the removal 
could be seen as a slap in the face of the thousands of 
descendants or an overreaction to the fact that spe-
cifi c individuals did own slaves. Some descendants, 
including Robert Hasbrouck and Michael Deyo, have 
noted that a member of the Hasbrouck family rep-
resented Sojourner Truth in court when her son 
was illegally sold, for example. However, research 
revealed that the buildings were, in fact, named to 
honor the 12 members of the Duzine, the governing 
body of New Paltz, rather than their families gener-
ally.

Christian spoke of being moved by the “thought-
ful voices of students” both at the prior meeting 
and since, and urged council members to vote to re-
name. This was originally conceived of as a two-step 
process: the vote to rename was to have taken place 
in November, then alternatives proposed. When 
that fi rst vote was delayed, the process of research-
ing other names was started regardless; the presi-
dent said that a survey created to solicit feedback 
received more than 3,000 responses. “The time is 
right to take a broader view of our history,” he told 
council members, a view which will include a “con-
templative space” in which the complex history of 
the college and community will be presented in a 

One for the history books
(Continued from page 1) 

fuller way. Unlike the renaming, creating that space 
is under Christian’s purview and is already being 
planned in an eff ort to show that this move is not 
intended to erase history, but present it more com-
prehensively. It’s a position affi  rmed by members of 
the history department on campus.

The three who were opposed were Michael Catali-
notto, Eleanor Venables and Robert DiCarlo, who 
read a lengthy statement to explain a position that 
he couched in terms of higher principles. In it he ac-
knowledged slavery as an evil the impacts of which 
can be felt in various forms of racism to the present 
day. He also pointed out that his own Italian Catho-
lic forebears were also subjected to discrimination, 
and that they did not engage in slavery in the United 

States. The issues are more nuanced than presented; 
in DiCarlo’s view “not all blacks start life disadvan-
taged” and “we cannot atone for the crimes of the 
dead” by heaping new punishment upon the living. 
He framed his position in the context of American 
exceptionalism, explaining that it’s a national value 
to overcome adversity and that actions such as this 
instead “doom [current students] to failure” by re-
moving a perceived obstacle. He warned that “blood 
guilt” is destructive, and could “produce violence, 
civil war and mass murder.” Rejecting what he called 
“racial victim-hood” by voting no, DiCarlo refer-
enced Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s belief that people 
should not be judged by the color of their skin.

Catalinotto and Venables each seem to have voted 
based on the premise that the buildings were named 
not for individuals, but families. Catalinotto spoke 
of how members of those six families struggled to 
create a European settlement far from their home-
land, work which eventually made SUNY New Paltz 
itself possible. While Venables did not have anything 
substantive to add at this meeting, in November she 
spoke warmly about members of the LeFevre family 
who did her kindnesses, such as baking her cookies.

While interim chair Eli Basch has the power to 
break tie votes, his support for the measure was 
clear. It was Ronald Law, who other than student 
government president N’Della Seque is the only Afri-
can American council member, whose position was 

the least clear. When he was himself student body 
president in the early 1970s, he was embroiled in a 
controversy over Shango Hall: its role as a center of 
African American culture made it a target for deseg-
regation, which he and others opposed. After the 
meeting, he explained, “The arguments I heard to 
change these names are the same ones used when 
they wanted to change Shango.” At the table he char-
acterized himself as “confl icted,” but did vote in fa-
vor. However, it was Law who asked for more time 
to consider the suggested alternatives, just as it was 
he who asked in November to delay the vote on the 
name removal.

Suggested names
Vincent Cozzolino headed up the committee seek-

ing name options. Through that work it was deter-
mined that names tied to local history were the most 
appealing to those in the campus community. A to-
tal of eleven suggestions were proposed: Maratanza, 
Pond, Awosting, Minnewaska, Mohonk, Hawk, Pere-
grine, Ashokan, Sunset, Tamarack and Shawangunk 
halls. The fi rst six were proposed as a group: fi ve for 
the lakes on the ridge, with the dining hall named 
after the school mascot. “Pond Hall” is a sugges-
tion based on Mud Pond; that water body was also 
known as Haseco Lake according to those familiar 
with local history.

Council members wanted more time to review the 
history and meaning of the suggested names before 
making that next part of the decision. ++

College council in need of members

SUNY New Paltz College Council member Robert 
DiCarlo used the fi nal few minutes of this month’s 
meeting to announce his intention to resign from 
that body after 16 years of service, capping what he 
says has been a 44-year relationship with the col-
lege. Reading written remarks, DiCarlo spoke about 
working with former president Steven Poskanzer 
on a capital project for the Student Union Building, 
which involved renovating many spaces and adding 
the angular glass structure which is occasionally lik-
ened to a melting ice cube. DiCarlo made it clear that 
his working relationship with Donald Christian, the 
current president, is more strained; renaming build-
ings is apparently part of pattern of decisions about 
which the two have disagreed.

Should DiCarlo submit the written resignation he 
promised — it had not yet been received Friday after-
noon when campus offi  cials were asked — there will be 
four open seats on a board with broad powers which 
are usually exercised with few campus community 
members knowing of the group’s existence. College 
councils, which exist at all SUNY schools, are charged 
with a variety of tasks from hiring presidents and ap-
proving budgets to creating the rules which shape the 
culture of the college. Additionally, they may also serve 
as advisors to administrators and advocates for the 
college or the SUNY system as a whole. By law one of 
the ten seats is given to a student each year, but the re-
mainder are seven-year appointments of the governor. 
Council members don’t get paid for their time, but can 
be reimbursed for travel expenses.

According to Melissa Kaczmarek, communications 
director for the college, staff ers in the governor’s ap-
pointments offi  ce confer with SUNY system adminis-
trators to fi nd candidates to sit on a college council. 
Those administrators in turn speak with not only lo-
cal university offi  cials, but the heads of county-level 
political parties. Council members are sometimes lo-
cal to the school, and they are sometimes alumnae of 
the school, but as there’s a political dimension to the 
process it’s diffi  cult to predict when appointments to 
this important body might be made, or who will be 
tapped to fi ll those seats.

-- Terence P Ward

“The time is right to take a 
broader view of our history,” 

said Donald Christian.
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ENCOUNTER CHRIST THIS LENT 
AT ST. JOSEPH’S 

Ash Wednesday, March 6 (Imposition of Ashes): 
Mass - 9:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. 

Service of the Word - 12:00 Noon and 4:00 P.M.  

Stations of the Cross: 
each Friday during Lent at 7:00 P.M.,

followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

Masses:
Daily at 9:00 A.M.; Saturday (vigil) 5:00 P.M.

Sunday 8:00, 9:30, and 11:30 A.M.  

Confession:
Saturday from 3:30-4:30 P.M. or by appointment

St. Joseph’s Church
34 South Chestnut St., New Paltz 

845-255-5635 

www.stjosephnewpaltz.org 
www.facebook.com/StJosephNewPaltz 
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Schools

Leo Kuyl

Student events, profi les & sports

by Dayna Thomas

S
TANDING TALL AT 6’5”, New 
Paltz High School (NPHS) senior 
Leo Kuyl is persistently respond-
ing to inquiries about his sport 

of choice stating, “No, I do not play bas-
ketball.” Along with his height, Kuyl is 
most recognized for his bubbly person-
ality, great dance moves, comedic abil-
ity, and of course, excelling in his sport 
of choice, swimming. 

At the age of eight, Kuyl, along with 
his two older siblings, started swim-
ming with the Seahawks club team at 
Moriello Pool. Although Kuyl doesn’t 
recall his fi rst day at swim practice in 
the most positive light, that day was 
pivotal in introducing Kuyl to the sport 
that he now holds so close to his heart. 

“Our fi rst day of swim was so rough,” 
Kuyl recalls. “It was freezing cold and 
stormy, and when we all got out of the 
pool, our lips were purple and we were 
shivering. I guess we had fun because 
we came back and kept doing it.” 

Kuyl admits that he “wasn’t really that 
good of a swimmer” until he joined the 
varsity swim team his freshman year. 
Taking inspiration from his friends on 
the team, as well as his siblings, Emile 
and Morgane, who both swam for 
NPHS, his motivation to become the 
best he can be has greatly increased. 

“I started getting a little more com-
petitive and really working harder and 
focusing more,” says Kuyl. “I saw that 
the more I did that, the faster I would 
get, and it inspired me to keep working 
hard and to keep getting better.  

Currently ranked third in the State 
for the 50-meter freestyle, Kuyl is hop-
ing that he will take home the title at 
the State championships March 1-2. The 
two others ranked above Kuyl are only 
beating him out by a mere .04 seconds. 
With his best time being 20.94 seconds, 
Kuyl is hoping to shave off  a few hun-
dredths of a second in order to come 
out on top.

“I’m very excited,” Kuyl says with a big smile. “I’m 
also a little nervous, but it will be fun.

So far, Kuyl has broken over ten pool records and 
just recently achieved a personal record at the Sec-
tion 9 swim meet two weeks ago. Kuyl has his fi n-
gers crossed for States this upcoming weekend, but 
this is far from his last time swimming competitively. 
Recently, Kuyl has committed to Bucknell University 
for Division 1 swimming, where he plans to excel in 
both athletics and academics in the upcoming four 
years. Although it will be challenging, Kuyl hopes 
to attend the NCAA meet while he is in college and 
dreams of swimming for the Belgium national team 
in the 2024 Olympics.  

“It’s a goal that I have,” says Kuyl enthusiastically, 
“but I wouldn’t be too upset if I don’t make it. If I 
continue to do well in my events, then I would like 
to stick with those and maybe do some relays too.”

About 25 years ago, Kuyl’s parents moved to the 
United States from Belgium, making the Kuyl sib-

lings the fi rst generation to be born in the United 
States. As a full-blood Belgian and with French being 
his fi rst language, Kuyl would be honored to uphold 
his cultural roots in the 2024 Olympics.

As for his siblings, Kuyl has grown extremely close 
with them, and now that they are both in college, 
Kuyl is the last one at home until he leaves in the fall. 
Although they love each other, they quarrel like all 
siblings do, especially the competitive environment 
of sports. Kuyl recalls that every year he vows to beat 
his brother’s swim times, but has yet to do it.

“People always expect the youngest 
sibling to fi gure it out on their own and 
live up to their siblings,” says Kuyl, “but 
we’re very diff erent people, and that’s 
okay.”  

In the academic sense, Kuyl is look-
ing to study either engineering or en-
vironmental science. He has been in-
volved in designing and building things 
from a young age, and when he was in 
eighth grade, he created a model of the 
Mountain Laurel Waldorf School out of 
Legos for his fi nal project. 

“I’ve always been interested in de-
signing things and building things,” 
says Kuyl. “I recently built myself a PC 
computer. People think stuff  like that is 
really complicated, but you just have 
to fi gure out what parts work well to-
gether.” 

As for his Lego project, Kuyl worked 
with a local architect in order to fi gure 
out the blueprints and fl oor plans of the 
school. Kuyl then took those plans, put 
them onto a software, mapped out how 
many Lego bricks he needed to order 
and then got to work.

“The planning itself is what took a 
lot of time,” says Kuyl. “The building 
was the easier part, and if you look at 
it from the outside, it looks exactly like 
it.”

From kindergarten to eighth grade, 
Kuyl attended Mountain Laurel Wal-
dorf School and attributes much of who 
he is today -- his friends, his values and 
his knowledge to his experiences in the 
school. 

“It’s a diff erent kind of education 
there and it really shaped who I am,” 
says Kuyl wholeheartedly. “There’s a 
lot of holistic learning and they really 
try to take a lot of the pressure off  com-
pared to traditional public school aca-
demics.”

Looking forward, Kuyl is “super ex-
cited,” to be attending college at Buck-
nell in the fall where he will meet new 
people, try new things and experience 

a diff erent day-to-day lifestyle. As he continues on in 
his academic and athletic endeavors, Kuyl reminds 
himself and others that success is only a result of the 
eff ort put in.  

“There’s no reason not to try your hardest,” says 
Kuyl. “If you want to accomplish something, then you 
have to do whatever you can to achieve that; you’re 
only going to be as good as you let yourself be.” ++

Leo Kuyl.

\6
WHY PRINT?

Be Local While other local 
newspapers are owned by large 
corporations, we remain inde-
pendently owned, locally writ-
ten, produced and distributed.  

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
FUNFUNFUN

Find hundreds of ideas in Almanac Weekly

Subscribe to New Paltz Times &  
Almanac Weekly and save over 30%
HUDSONVALLEYONE.COM/SUBSCRIBE

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations 
You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters



 New Paltz Times 14 •  February 28, 2019

MHAL boys Final 
Four: New Paltz beats 
Marlboro; falls
to Ellenville

by Rich Corozine

T
ALK ABOUT A tale of two games being so 
dissimilar. In the semifi nal round of the 
MHAL Final Four, held this past week at 
SUNY Ulster, New Paltz ran Marlboro off  

the court, controlling the boards and scoring basket-
after-basket on fast breaks out of that control. Against 
once-beaten Ellenville (only loss to homestanding 
New Paltz by two points earlier in the season) that 
board control fast-break off ense never materialized 
as the Blue Devils, faster and even more aggressive 
defensively, clipped the Huguenots' wings and held 
them to your basic one-and-done off ense.

Game 1 MHAL boys semifinal
New Paltz over Marlboro 59-36

The Huguenots came out in a rush, outscoring the 
Dukes 17-4 over the fi rst eight minutes, with fi ve dif-
ferent players scoring: Casey Burke (a pair of layups 
off  nice passes from Patrick Murphy), Chris Sifre (a 
layup and a breakaway off  a steal and assist by Axel 
Rodriguez), Sammy Marshall (a layup off  a drive 
through the lane), Kenny Verney (a layup off  a Matt 
Simmons steal) and Rodriguez, closing out the fi rst 
quarter with a jumper from the key.

Marlboro came back at New Paltz after falling be-
hind 22-9, with three straight baskets, before Sifre 
hit on a drive along the baseline, and after Anthony 
Mussaccio putback a Giovanni Tamburri miss, Ro-
driguez nailed a long three from the corner just be-
fore the buzzer. It was 27-17 at the half.

The two teams traded baskets to 29-23 to open the 
second-half, when the Huguenots broke the game 
open with a 15-0 run. And it was a "run", fueled by 
board control, quick outlet passes and breakaway 
baskets by Sifre (with a pair), Rodriguez and Burke. 
Rodriguez hit a three and shot four-for-four from the 
free throw line to put the game out of reach. It was 
44-27 after three quarters.

The fourth quarter was uneventful save for a last-
minute slam-dunk by little-used sophomore Jackson 
Soper. His rim-rattler brought down the house...and 
New Paltz into the fi nal against Ellenville, who had 
crushed Millbrook by 20 points in the opener on 
Thursday.

Game 2 MHAL boys Final
Ellenville over New Paltz 55-43

This one had enough opening energy to light-up 
all of Ulster County. It was full-speed-ahead race-
horse basketball in the opening eight minutes. And if 
one didn't look at the scoreboard it seemed like a 35-
33 fi rst quarter -- there was that much "activity." But 
it ended at just 13-10 Ellenville, as a lot of the energy 
went for naught. Patrick Murphy opened the New 
Paltz scoring with a three-pointer from the top of the 
key, followed by an Axel Rodriguez drive through 
the lane. Ellenville scored six straight points, before 
Casey Burke hit a turn-around jumper from the lane, 
then another, and fouled, nailed the free throw, all 
off -set by a booming three just before the buzzer by 
Ellenville's Christian Villanueva.

Villanueva went on a personal six-point run to 
open the second quarter, with Burke (driving layup, 
assist Rodriguez) and Rodriguez (a reverse no-look 
thrown-over-the-head drive) countering. It was 19-
14 Blue Devils. Matt Simmons (driving layup, assist 
Murphy) and Chris Sifre (driving layup, assist Ro-
driguez) cut the lead to one point. Ellenville, with 
a booming three by an ebullient Jeremiah Figueroa, 
closed out the 26-22 fi rst-half.

The diverse New Paltz off ense went totally south 
in the third quarter, with Burke accounting for ten-
of the Huguenots' 12 points (with Rodriguez the oth-
er two), as Ellenville started to control the boards, 
played tougher man-to-man defense and hit three 
three-pointers (two by Figueroa, the other from Vil-
lanueva) to take command by 40-32 at quarter's end.

The fi nal eight minutes was Burke vs. the-still-
high-energy Ellenville, as the Blue Devils followed 

Burke's quarter-opening breakaway (40-34) with two 
baskets by Michael Clay and another booming three 
from Villanueva, to open up a 13-point lead. Burke 
came back to nail a three, but Justin Guliano hit a 
pair of free throws (48-37). Burke then hit a jumper 
from the lane and a pair of free throws, and when 
Sammy Marshall hit a layup (off  a great feed from 
Burke), it was 48-43. The next possession was criti-
cal, and essentially a back-breaker for New Paltz, as 
Figueroa rebounded a miss by Deante Bruce and put 
it back in. After the next New Paltz miss, point guard 
Sivon Diconcilio was fouled and hit one-of-two from 
the line...it was 51-43 with 1:16 to go in the game. New 

Paltz didn't score again and Guliano hit four-of-four 
free throws down the stretch for the fi rst MHAL title 
ever for Ellenville.

Burke led New Paltz (17-4) with 24 points against 
Ellenville, with Rodriguez (who scored 17 to lead the 
Huguenots over Marlboro) held in check with eight 
points. Murphy, the other third of the Big Three 
scored just three points on that game-opening three-
pointer. Villanueva and Figueroa scored 15 each for 
the (19-1) Blue Devils.

FDR trounced Millbrook in the MHAL girls fi nal. 
Highland was the defending MHAL girls champion 
but didn't win their Division this year. ++

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Patrick Murphy (42) goes for the block on Marlboro's Sam Mongelli (2).

Ellenville's Christian Villanueva (10) and Chris Sifre (12).

Matt Simmons (10) shoots over Marlboro's Anthony Mussacchio (33).
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New Paltz Karate Academy tournament 

N
EW PALTZ KARATE Academy held its 17th annual tournament on February 9, featur-
ing over 200 competitors. The tournament was held at Lenape Elementary School and 
included students from New Paltz Karate Academy, East Morris Karate Academy of East 
Hanover, NJ. and Traditional Okinawan Karate dojos in Pleasant Valley, East Fishkill, 

Brooklyn and Kinnelon, NJ. Afterwards, the competitors and their families enjoyed a pizza party.
 As friends and family watched, students competed against other students of similar age and 

rank. The events were: Forms, ranging from pinan (starting forms for children and adults), to 
advanced kata like sunsu; Weapons Forms, using traditional Okinawan weapons such as a bo, a 
six-foot staff  and sai, a three-pronged metal weapon; Sparring, wearing safety equipment, with 
points given for light contact to the body or coming close to the head; Weapons Sparring, using 
padded bo or padded escrima with more contact allowed, but thicker safety equipment.

New Paltz Karate Academy is located at 22 North Front Street in New Paltz. For additional infor-
mation, call (845) 255-4523.

The winners of the kata (forms) event for eight-year-old white belt ranks. First place (center): Dediyan 
Cuevas; second place (right): Vittoria Mugnano; third place (left): Nicholas Manno.

Highland’s Matt Malherio
medals at State meet

H
IGHLAND’S THREE-TIME SECTION 9 
Division 2 champion Matt Malheiro had 
himself quite the State wrestling meet 
this past weekend. The senior, wrestling 

at 132 pounds after winning titles two years running 
at 138, advanced to the semifi nal round on Saturday 
with victories on Friday over Malachi Porter of Eagle 
Academy (8-1) in the Round of 16 and 1-0 over Mike 
O’Brien of Mount Sinai in the quarterfi nals.

Malheiro nearly made it to the Division 2 fi nals, 
being edged out by Pleasantville’s Victor Perlieshi 
8-6 in that semifi nal round. Malheiro then dropped a 
2-1 decision to Gage DiNapoli of Locust Valley in the 
consolation semifi nal, before settling for fi fth-place 
with a 5-3 decision over Anthony Stewart of Addison.

The other Highland wrestler at States -- Peter 
Bender -- was ousted on Friday with an 8-0 loss to 
Nicholas Noto of Honeoye Falls-Lima in an outbrack-
et match at 106 pounds.

-- Rich Corozine

Roundball roundup

In a couple of crossover games this past week, 
the Highland boys clubbed Wallkill 74-43, with John 
Scalo scoring a career-high 30 points, with 6-10 Cam-
eron Ness adding 12. The Huskies head into the Sec-
tion 9 Tournament (see below) at 13-7. 

Meanwhile, over at New Paltz, the surprising High-
land girls fi nished off  the regular season at 15-5 with 
a 55-48 win over New Paltz, as Bri Rozzi moved into 
ninth place (passing Middletown's Chantel Anthony 
-- 1,859 in 2003) on the all-time Section 9 scorer's list 
with 34 points: Rozzi now has 1,863 career points. 
The senior point-guard extraordinaire became the 
MHAL's All-Time leading scorer when she passed 
Marlboro's 6-7 Dolores Bootz (1793 in 1984) last week 
(I had reported erroneously last week that FDR's 
Karen O'Connor was the All-Time leading scorer, but 
in 1984 - when O'Connor graduated -- the Presidents 
were not in the MHAL). 

Section 9 Class A

Wednesday, February 27: winner Red Hook/FDR 
at number one seed New Paltz  (6 p.m.)

Friday, March 1: Class A boys Final at Mount St. 
Mary's  (7 p.m.)

The New Paltz boys are the defending Class A 
champions.

Monday, February 25: number seven seed New 
Paltz (12-7) at number two Saugerties (6 p.m.)

Wednesday, February 27: (at higher seed) winner 
New Paltz/Saugerties vs. number six Minisink Valley/
number three Goshen (6 p.m.)

Friday, March 1: Class A girls Final at Mount St. 
Mary's (5 p.m.)

Cornwall is the number one seed.

Section 9 Class B

Tuesday, February 26: number six seed Highland 
at number three O'Neill (6 p.m.)

Thursday, February 28: (at higher seed) winner 
Highland/O'Neill vs. number seven Chester/number 
two Marlboro (6 p.m.)

Saturday, March 2: Class B boys Final at Mount St. 
Mary's (noon)

Ellenville is the number one seed.

Tuesday, February 26: number six Highland at 
number three Marlboro (5:30 p.m.)

Thursday, February 28: (at the higher seed) win-

ner Highland/Marlboro vs. number seven O'Neill/
number two Burke (6 p.m.)

Saturday, March 2: Class B girls Final at Mount St. 
Mary's (10 a.m.)

Spackenkill is the number one seed.
The Highland girls are the two-time defending 

Class B champions.
-- Rich Corozine

Section 9 indoor track

New Paltz's Javaughn Gooden is going to States. 
The junior sprinter got there by fi nishing third in the 
55-meters in 6.75 at last week's meet at West Point. 
The Huguenots' Logan Linares did not qualify for 
States, fi nishing sixth in the 3200 in 10:05.70.

-- Rich Corozine

Highland's Matt Malheiro.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice and drop box is 
located at 29 South Chestnut Street.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Judge Bacon seeks your support
for re-election

I wish to announce my intent to seek re-election 
as New Paltz Town Justice. Since there is now a 
primary in New Paltz, (scheduled for June 25), pe-
titions will be circulating starting February 26 and 
must be fi led by early April. For those unfamiliar 
with my background, I earned a degree in music 
performance (classical guitar) and went on to study 
environmental law earning a J.D. from CUNY Law 
School in Queens, NY. I’ve practiced law since 1992 
handling criminal and civil matters with a concentra-
tion on environmental law and land use. I’ve argued 
cases up to New York’s highest Court, the Court of 
Appeals, and even won a few. My wife Elise and I 
began raising our family here in 1994, and I was ap-
pointed to the Conservation Commission and served 
two years. I then served on the Planning Board for 
fi ve years and was elected to the Town Board for fi ve 
years (as a Democrat). I also served on the boards of 
the Elting Library and the Wallkill Valley Land Trust. 
I was asked to run for Town Justice in 2007 and was 
elected. The New Paltz court is a busy one. The court 
offi  cers do an excellent job maintaining safety and 
the court staff  are dedicated professionals who help 
Judge Katz and I manage approximately 10,000 cas-
es a year. It is my sworn duty to uphold the Consti-
tution and ensure everyone has their day (or days) 
in court while determining whether the evidence 
proff ered, (by the people or civil litigants), meets the 
requisite burden of proof. It is also my job to deter-
mine what the fairest outcome is for these matters. 
Typically, incarceration is a last resort with opportu-
nities given to attempt to address underlying issues. 
Every case is diff erent and each one presents a new 
opportunity to learn and re-examine how best to ap-
ply the law equally and fairly. I look forward to that 
challenge every day and ask for your support in sign-
ing a designating petition to place my name on the 
primary ballot. Please vote in the primary on June 25 
and in the fall election on November 5. Thank you.

James Bacon
New Paltz

Climate “alarmists”

This is in response to Paul Nathe’s letter scoffi  ng at 
proposed steps to deal with climate change. I don’t 
know where he gets his facts from, but I am a climate 
tracker volunteer at the Mohonk Preserve and have 
access to Daniel Smiley’s weather data going back 
125 years. Our local climate has warmed signifi cantly 
over that period and continues to warm at an accel-
erated pace. The science is undeniable, all you have 
to do is read it. It has already changed hibernation 
and migration patterns in our area, even during our 
lifetimes. Oceans will rise, migrations of people will 
change, where we grow our food will change. World 
economies will be aff ected. Where we can live will 
be aff ected. To not plan for this, to simply say that 
we will “adapt” is naive and foolhardy. The time to 
start “adapting” is right now!

Nobody is suggesting that we put solar panels up 
in Central Park. Nobody is going to take plane travel 
away from you! These are the types of fl ippant re-
marks one sees or hears on Fox News. So yes, let’s 
have a look at a Green New Deal -- with an open mind 
and a concern for our grandchildren’s future.

Larry Feldman 
Gardiner 

McConnell’s hypocrisy

Once again, Senator Majority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell reveals himself to be a hypocrite and morally 
empty politician. During the government shutdown 
crisis he repeatedly spoke against the idea of Donald 
Trump declaring a national emergency to get funds 
for his wall if Congress did not appropriate them. He 
reportedly warned Trump that some GOP senators 
believed the declaration would violate the Constitu-
tion and usurp powers belonging to Congress. Then, 

when Trump announced a shutdown deal, McCon-
nell switched gears and said he would support the 
emergency command. 

The craven McConnell showed little regard for 
the Constitution when, in 2016, he blocked Presi-
dent Obama’s Supreme Court nominee, Merrick 
Garland, from getting a Senate hearing. He declared 
the American people deserved to decide who would 
take Antonin Scalia’s seat by their vote in the presi-
dential election that November.

If the Supreme Court has a vacancy within a year 
of the next presidential election in 2020, will McCon-
nell apply the same logic and keep Trump’s nominee 
in the holding pen? I’ll take bets on that.

For those who want to fl ush away all of the “old 
guys,” let’s put McConnell, 77, at the apex of the list.

Tom Denton
Highland

It may be time to look to the sky
for the wisdom fl ying above us

On February 7 at around 2 p.m., hundreds of Ca-
nadian geese stood on the shore ice on the east side 
of the Wallkill River along Huguenot Street for what 
looked like a mile. They appeared to be waiting to-
gether for the submerged ice in the middle of the riv-
er to break up so they might eat whatever was on the 
bottom. Or, perhaps it was a convention to discuss 
the confusing weather patterns. I was imagining the 
lead goose in every fl ock gathering in the adjacent 
corn fi eld, conferring if they should head further 
south before they starved. Or was their read to stay 
where they were because temperatures would be go-
ing into the 60’s soon. Their vast community waited 
patiently. 

There’s a collection of unusual circumstances in 
both the weather and the politics in the world right 
now. No one seems to have a clue where leadership 
has gone. What were once dependable anchors, like 
trains showing up on time, the weather forecaster 
being more or less correct, the fact that life in the 
United States was coveted and protected because 
of its moral values. For at least whites historically, 
one could rely upon neighbors if things really got 
bad such as your house burning down. Today, I just 
can’t see my online friends showing up with food 
and blankets. I could be wrong, those emojis might 
really work to console and comfort. 

There are those profi ting from the internet who 
exercise their fabulous jaws about how the internet 
deepens community and allows access to almost 
anyone in the world with a computer. The counter 
balance to that is that almost anyone in the world 
with a computer has access to you. Years past, the 
encyclopedia salesmen would ring the doorbell. If 
you didn’t see him walking up the sidewalk, you’d 
answer the door. Today, hordes of salesmen and 
women ring thousands of doorbells with the push of 
one button, which rings on your computer and in 
your brain. Just to reach the friend you have enjoyed 
e-mailing you have to wade through a labyrinth of 
sales hooks and spiels crafted by capitalists with 
computer power that challenges words like infi nity.

Back to the geese. I love to look to the sky and see 
the lead goose ahead of the fl ock -- knowing that po-
sition is never just one goose since they regularly 
change lead positions. They have charted a course, 
they work as a community and they all get to where 
they are going. It may be time to look to the sky for 
the wisdom fl ying above us.

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Problem solving

After Amazon cancelled its plans to build HQ2 
in New York City, Congresswoman Alexandra Oca-
sio Cortez tweeted “Anything is possible” and cel-
ebrated the cancellation as a victory for “every 
day” people over corporate greed. Moreover, AOC 
claimed that the non-existent $3 billion tax break, 
that Amazon was to receive from New York for build-



June 14, 2012  •  17  February 28, 2019 • 17  New Paltz Times 

ing in the City, could now be spent on education and 
improving the lives of average New Yorkers. (Ap-
parently, “Anything is possible” includes spending 
non-existent tax break funds, based on job creation, 
that would have produced tax revenue if the Ama-
zon deal had occurred.) After hearing AOC’s views 
of Amazon’s “pullout,” Nancy Pelosi and Chuck 
Schumer called an emergency meeting of Democrat 
leaders to discuss Ms Cortez’s impact on the party’s 
future. The following (to be sung to the tune of “How 
do you solve a problem like Maria” from the Sound of 
Music) is a record of the meeting:

(Nancy Pelosi begins the meeting)

She’s really kind she speaks her mind she makes
the far left glad
Her thoughts are simply so naive they make
Ka-ma-la mad
she says that ICE is racist and makes us
look so bad

I think she’s not an asset to the Party!
 
(Chuck Schumer now speaks) 

She’s on the news spouting views; her views
they sound so wrong 
she’s moving farther to the left with her 
sweet siren song
I hate to have to say it but don’t think
that I’m wrong

AOC’s not an asset to the Party!

Bernie off ered these words in her...defense:
“She doesn’t like...Mike Pence!”
 
(Nancy and Chuck sing together alternating verses) 

How do you solve a problem like AOC? 
How do you count the fi shes in the sea? 
What is a phrase that would describe AOC?
“She’s a butterfl y that stings just like a bee”

It doesn’t matter...what you try to tell her 
there’s little that she seems to understand 
her attacks drove Am-a-zon away 
when Cuomo wanted them to stay 
she turned a Royal Flush into a losing hand 
Oh how do you solve a problem like Ocasio?

How do you turn a diamond into sand? 

She makes Booker so confused 
she makes Gillibrand bemused 
she gets Warren very nervous and upset 
makes Mike Bloomberg look real “woke” 
and gives Biden’s backers hope 
she makes Rodham think that she’s not done quite 

yet 

She’s 29 and knows it all 
she wants capitalism to fall 
she turned victory to loss when it was won 
She is a mensch! She is bad! 
she is brilliant! She is mad! 
She’s progressive! She’s a socialist! 
She’s a girl! 

How do you solve a problem like AOC? 
How do you count the fi shes in the sea? 
What is a phrase that would describe AOC?
“She’s a butterfl y that stings just like a bee”

How do you solve a problem like AOC? 
How do you tell the girl she’s gone too far? 
her teeth are so pearly white 
her smile’s a pure delight 
she’s turned into a media superstar 
Oh how do you solve a problem like AOC? 

How do you fi t the ocean in a jar? 
George Civile

Gardiner

Composting poop

Last week we toured the Tri Municipal Sewer 
Commission in Wappingers Falls. This is a fascinat-
ing facility because all of their sewage sludge is com-
posted into soil and then sold. The commission has 

existed since the 1980’s.
One part sludge is mixed with two parts wood 

chips to produce nutrient-rich compost. They off er 
two fi nished products: soil that has been screened to 
4mm and another that gets screened to 1mm.

Their Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) is 
permitted by the NYS DEC to handle up to 2.8 mil-
lion gallons of sewage per day. The plant treats all 
the sewage from the Village of Wappingers Falls and 
some volumes from the Town of Poughkeepsie and 
the Town of Wappinger. They average 1.5 million gal-
lons daily. In 2018, New Paltz’s WWTP that is permit-
ted to treat 1.5 million gallons per day averaged 1.0 
million gallons.

New Paltz currently pays $103 per ton plus a fuel 
surcharge to haul away our WWTP’s sludge.

Sludge, like trash, is sent -- via the Ulster County 
Resource Recovery Agency -- to the Seneca Meadows 
Landfi ll, which from New Paltz is a 500-mile round-
trip. But the landfi ll is scheduled to close in 2025. 
Nearly 30% of all the trash generated in NYC fi nds 
its way to Seneca Meadows and two other upstate 
landfi lls all within 30 miles of one another. Landfi lls 
are closing and there is little support to permit more 
or construct waste-to-energy plants.

We are investigating various approaches like Tri 
Muni’s and also plan to visit the Rockland County 
Solid Waste Management Authority to learn about al-
ternatives for New Paltz. Reed beds to digest sewage 
and clean water had been used previously at New 
Paltz’s WWTP, but solids still needed to be treat-
ed elsewhere. Additionally, the reed bed method 
proved to be too costly and labor intensive for New 
Paltz and was discontinued many years ago before 
our current administration.

There may be an opportunity to organize a county-
wide solution or work together with at least some 
area municipalities as a consortium like Tri Muni’s. 
Hauling sludge great distances will become a prob-
lem with rising fuel prices and closing landfi lls. We 
need to come up with a better solution and should 
start planning.

I would like the candidates for Ulster County Exec-
utive or a county legislator to weigh in on how they 
see Ulster County assisting its several municipalities 
with WWTPs that are facing this challenge.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

We need to make this
a better United States

Donald Trump and his Republican supporters 
portray Democratic eff orts to help the average per-
son as creeping socialism. Socialism is the govern-
mental takeover of the means of production and 
distribution. Cuba was an example of a socialist 
country where the government owned everything 
and directed the dissemination of goods and servic-
es. Bernie Sanders calls himself a socialist, which is 
a misnomer. He is not advocating extreme govern-
mental control, but seeks to modify capitalism with 
social welfare reforms.

Capitalism in the strictest form provides protec-
tion for no one. Every person is on their own and the 
winners can trod upon those who do not make the 
grade. Some extreme Conservatives appear to want 
strict capitalism, with no protection for anyone and 
the smallest possible range of government services. 
We once approached a stricter form of capitalism, 
but after a horrendous depression, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt introduced social welfare reforms. Those 
reforms did not turn us into a socialist country and 
many have argued that he saved capitalism. One con-
troversial byproduct was the rich paid more taxes.

Why do the Republicans now want to destroy Medi-
care and Social Security when those programs have 
been largely successful? Why did Republicans pass a 
tax bill which gave the super rich even more money 
creating a huge debt for our children while giving a pit-
tance to most of us. Republicans, particularly under 
the direction of Trump, are working to undo social 
welfare reforms. Republicans fear the lazy will take 
advantage, or that complacency will replace innova-
tion. Social reforming can be done in moderation and 
is not a perfect solution. On the other hand, life in the 
jungle is brutal, leaving little energy but to survive. Uni-
versal health care and aff ordable education will allow 
a broader group of people to reach their potential to 
make this a better United States. The perfect balance 
between social welfare and capitalism will always 
prove elusive, but it is a better ideal to strive for than a 

return to stricter capitalism.
Hal Chorny

Gardiner

There’s no cleaning
like snow cleaning

Take advantage of our lovely white snow to clean 
your rugs! Throw a shovel full onto your carpet, 
sweep it around and watch it turn a lovely shade of 
gray, then swoosh it into a dust pan and throw it out-
side. Viola! A fresh, clean carpet. (As you sweep, you 
can sing the title of this to the tune: “There’s No Busi-
ness Like Show Business.”)

 Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Politically correct

As we are now eliminating hurtful speech from ev-
eryday use being left handed, I think the use of right 
and left to identify which hand is dominant needs to 
be replaced. Seventy years ago when I was in fi rst 
grade, one of my classmates told me she was right 
handed and I was wrong handed. Left derived from 
a Greek word meaning sinister. The time has come to 
describe hand preference “lefties” are born that way, 
it’s not a choice, and we need to come up with a better 
way to designate hand choice. It’s bad enough being 
forced to live in a world where nothing is designed and 
built to be used by a right-hand majority without hav-
ing them being “right” and us wrong or sinister. The 
tyranny of “righties” needs to stop, and the fi rst step 
is to rename hand choice to something more neutral, 
then maybe we can look at how everything that has 
a hand choice is always built for the “right handed” 
and if there is a “left-hand” choice, it’s always more 
expensive. The problem is even in sports, how many 
“left-handed” quarterbacks do you see and in baseball 
there are four fi elding positions where you’ll never see 
a lefty, second, third, shortstop and catcher. It’s time 
we demand an end to right-hand tyranny.

 John Habersberger
New Paltz

Is our food at risk?

A few years ago, I was obsessed with the ques-
tion: “Can Ulster County feed itself when hard times 
come?” At that time, we imported more than 80% 
of what New York State eats. (I don’t think that has 
changed.) California supplies 50% of the nation’s 
fruits, nuts and vegetables -- and 30% of New York 
State’s. And now California is drying up.

New Paltz Climate Action Coalition engaged a 
SUNY geography student as an intern to help answer 
the question. Mariah mapped all the prime agricul-
tural soils in Ulster County and found that they were 
only a tiny percentage of the total land area. Also, she 
found that, generally, the best soils were in or near 
fl ood plains, which put them at great risk of fl ooding, 
especially in light of climate change. (That would in-
clude the Esopus, Rondout and Wallkill rivers.)

In addition, it seems we need to get the lower qual-
ity soils that tend to be farther from our waterways, 
as productive as possible, (e.g. tree fruits and grass 
feed meat and dairy).

It seems imperative that we, the eaters, support 
our local farms, protect as much agricultural land as 
possible and encourage the training of new farmers.

 Dan Guenther
 New Paltz

Fake news? Not here!
Our news happens  

to people you know.
It’s local. It’s relevant. 
It’s Ulster Publishing.

hudsonvalleyone.com
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): HC 
Meadows, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
11/08/2018. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: HC Meadows LLC, 
2899 Lucas Tpke, Ac-
cord, NY 12404. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
EDINBURGH MAN-
AGEMENT, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of ED-
INBURGH MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, a limited 
liability company, by 
the fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on January 17, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the compa-
ny upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
The Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the company served 

upon him to EDIN-
BURGH MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, 153 Main 
Street, New Paltz, 
New York 12561. The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of CLARKE FAMILY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/2/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County
of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 340 Milton
Tpke., Milton, NY 
12547. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
KW GRAPHIC & WEB 
DESIGN, LLC, Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/17/2019. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Karen A. 
Williams, 765 Milton 
Turnpike, Highland, 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
Any Lawful Purpose.                

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of 600 Route 
208 Gardner LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 

New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/18. Offi  ce Loca-
tion 536 Main Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 0 Sommerstown 
Rd New Castle LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/19/18. Offi  ce Loca-
tion 536 Main Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Accord With Na-
ture LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/12/2014. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 382 Queens
Hwy., Accord, NY 

12404. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
465 PLUTARCH RD 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 01/16/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: 412 BEDFORD 
AVE SUITE 4 BROOK-
LYN, NY 11249.Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ROGEN, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/15/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 30 Tillson Ave., 
Highland, NY
12528. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of GENRE, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of

State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/10/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 30 Tillson Ave., 
Highland, NY
12528. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC, 
a limited liability 
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-
ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on January 31, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC, 
4 Washington Av-
enue, Highland, New 
York 12528. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
LACASAPARK LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 01/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: LACASAPARK 
511 S. Mountain Rd 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Handy HouseKeith 
LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 

on: January 3, 2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: 
Handy HouseKeith 
LLC, 3 Hudson Bluff  
Drive, Marlboro, NY, 
12542. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date

LEGAL NOTICE
INSIGHTS & ADVAN-
TAGE , LLC Articles of 
Org. fi led NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 1/14/2019 
as: INSIGHT GPS LLC. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to 
137 Martin Sweedish 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
Ridge-Lake Consul-
tants LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on January 
18,2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Ridge-Lake 
Consultants LLC 124 
Main Street Unit 270, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of Naomi Grace 
Events, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on January 28, 2019.  
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
Naomi Grace Events, 
LLC PO Box #366 
Marlboro, NY 12542 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF TAX SALE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York at a Regular Meeting held on the 23rd day of January, 2019, the undersigned, the Village Treasurer of the 
Village of New Paltz will sell at public auction in the manner provided by law on the 4th day of March, 2019 at 10:00AM and 
on succeeding days, if necessary, at the office of the Treasurer of the Village of New Paltz, Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue, 
New Paltz, New York, so much of each of the following parcels of real estate upon which Village taxes remain unpaid as will 
be sufficient to discharge the tax, interest and charges thereon which may be due at the time of the sale.
Each purchases at such tax sale shall pay the amount of bid to the Village Treasurer within ten days after the sale and upon 
such payment the treasurer shall give to the purchaser a certificate in writing describing the real property purchased and 
sum paid thereof.
The following is a list of the lots, pieces and parcels of real estate to be paid together with the statement of the amount of the 
tax, interest and charges thereon and the record owner thereof.
NANCY BRANCO, TREASURER
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ

Unpaid tax report by Section-Block -Lot as of 2/25/2019
UNPAID REPORT - TAX YEAR 2018 

Village of New Paltz

Owner Name
SWIS: 513801

Section-Blk-Lot Bill #
Unpaid Tax 

Amount
Penalty 
Amount

Adv Fee
Ret Ck

Fee
Total  

Amount Due

Alotta Erin 78.82-2-16.-60 52 $564.88 $67.79 $10.00 $0.00 $642.67

Coleman Cecile 86.33-2-13.-15 218 $601.72 $72.21 $10.00 $0.00 $683.93

Findlay E. Blake 78.82-2-24.200 334 $20.63 $2.48 $10.00 $0.00 $33.11

Jordan Gerald M 86.42-4-5 459 $1,843.47 $221.22 $10.00 $0.00 $2,074.69

LALO GROUP, INC. 86.34-4-13.100 515 $1,333.12 $159.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,503.09

Ruger Michael F 86.26-2-20 843 $3,079.82 $369.58 $10.00 $0.00 $3,459.40

Lyra Home, LLC 86.42-3-14 928 $1,066.40 $127.97 $10.00 $0.00 $1,204.37

STURGIS INGRID 86.33-2-13.-62 983 $638.56 $76.63 $10.00 $0.00 $725.19

Tarter Austi L 86.33-2-13.-134 999 $282.44 $33.89 $10.00 $0.00 $326.33

Total For 513801 $9,431.04 $1,131.72 $90.00 $0.00 $10,652.76

TOTAL $9,431.04 $1,131.72 $90.00 $0.00 $10,652.76

*Partial Payment Due
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WHY PRINT?

A website is endless. A weekly 
newspaper gives you every-
thing you need to know for the 
week. The timing and packag-
ing make for an ideal reading 
experience.  
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LEGAL NOTICE
PROJECT M LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/22/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 1244 Creek Locks 
Rd, Bloomington, NY 
12411. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.   

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
BODYMIND MASSAGE 
THERAPY LLC Arts. of 
Org. fi led with
the Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/16/2019. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 3 N. Ohioville 
Rd., New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Goodstock Realty 
Company, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 

on 1/31/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt. 17F, NY, NY 
10023. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
CI HUSSAIN, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on 02/07/19. 
Offi  ce:
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, c/o 
Clare Hussain,
24 Autumn Knoll, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: JNC Asset Man-
agement LLC. Articles 
of Organization fi led 
in the Department of 
State of New York on 
February 6, 2019. Of-
fi ce Location: Ulster 
County. Principal Busi-

ness Location: Ulster 
County, New York. 
Purpose:  Any and all 
lawful business activi-

ties
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 

of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 

to JNC Asset Manage-
ment LLC– 6 Ohio 
Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401

Rose Levitz 
Rose Levitz, age 94, of New Paltz, died Thursday, February 21, 2019 at home.
Born on November 27, 1924 in Jersey City, NJ, she was the daughter of the late Nathan and Malka Freyda 
(Auster) Premock.  She married David Levitz on June 20, 1948, in Manhattan, NY, a marriage that would 
span an incredible sixty-nine years!
She was a city girl that became a farmer.  With her husband, David, she owned and operated Lev-
itz Farms in Grahamsville, NY. For almost a century, the Catskills had had one of the largest concentrations 
of Jewish farmers outside of Russia or Israel. Levitz Farms was one of the last operating Jewish farms in the 
region. Rose was an active member of the Jewish community, and the driving force behind Congregation 
Knesset Israel for many decades. 
Rose Levitz was a devoted wife and mother, who was always kind hearted and cheerful. She loved telling 
stories and asking people about themselves and making new friends.
Rose is survived by a daughter, Barbara R. Levitz of Silver Spring, MD; and three sons, Gary I. and wife, De-
nise Levitz, of Cuddebackville, NY; Larry B. and wife, Jean Appleton, of Baltimore, MD; and Maurey I. and 
wife, Deena L. Levitz, of New Paltz, NY. She is also survived by three grandchildren, Deborah and her 
husband, William Schoenfeld, of Silver Spring, MD; and Lexi and Noah Levitz of New Paltz, NY; great 
grandchildren: Hannah, Lee, and Aiden Schoenfeld of Silver Spring, MD.  She was predeceased by her 
brothers: Rabbi Mordechai Premock, Louis Premock, Benjamin Zager and her sisters: Gertrude Sirvetz 
and Frances Greenberger.  Rose Levitz is also survived by her sister in-law, Mrs. Risse Premock and many, 
many, nieces and nephews.  
Funeral services were on Sunday, February 24, 2019, at Copeland Funeral Home, Inc., in New Paltz, with 

Shiva during the week following the funeral. Please call 845-430-5965 for any other information. 
Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.
Online condolences may be left for the family of Rose, by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com.

PAUL POMEROY 
On February 24, 2019, Paul Pomeroy set sail for eternity completing 87 years of 
scientific research, ocean voyaging, and a full family life.  He was born on August 
14, 1931 to Barbara Green and William Octave Pomeroy in Portland, Maine.  He 
graduated from Deering High School, Portland, ME in 1949.  He received his B.S. 
in Geophysics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in l953.  Following 
that, he served as an officer at the Air Force Cambridge Research Laboratories 
where he did research in the Arctic and North Africa.  Upon completion of his Air 
Force service in 1956, he began graduate studies at Lamont Observatory of Colum-
bia University and received his Ph.D. in Seismology in l963.  His research into the 
possibility of distinguishing underground nuclear tests from earthquakes resulted 
in his being featured in a Time Magazine article.

Dr. Pomeroy joined the University of Michigan as full professor and Director of 
the Seismological Observatory in 1968 to implement a program for graduate stu-
dents based on the new discoveries of continental drift and sea floor spreading.  
He left the university in 1971 to live for a time on the island of Vieques, Puerto 
Rico, and  to pursue his interest in ocean sailing.  Later, he joined the New York 
State Geological Survey.  He was appointed as an adjunct full professor at the State 
University of New York in 1974.  In 1976 he formed Rondout Associates, a private 
consulting firm, where he served as Research Seismologist and President.  In 1990 

he began to serve as a member of the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s Advisory Committee on Nuclear 
Waste.  In 1995 he was appointed Chairman of that body in Washington, D.C.

In 2004 Dr. Pomeroy closed Rondout Associates to devote his time to his twin interests: open ocean sailing and the col-
lection and repair of antique clocks.  In 1994 he bought his beloved sailboat, Sally IV, a 36’ Cape Dory aboard which he 
completed five trips between his home on the Hudson River called Ice House Landing and St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands.

In 1954 he married Lois Burnham who survives him.  He is also survived by his five children:  Claire (Bill Robertson), 
Anne (Ed Seliger), Susan, Paul William, Jr. (Suzanne Fillback) and Mike (Cori Rattelman).  He has seven grandchildren:  
Katy Pomeroy-Carter, Cassidy Pomeroy-Carter, Risa Pomerselig, Noah Pomerselig, Ethan Pomeroy, Atti Rattelman and 
Ziyan Rattelman.  He was proud of the accomplishments of his children, loved his home on the edge of the Hudson Riv-
er, supported his wife in her career and lavished love on his Golden Retrievers, especially Midas.  He was equally happy 
pitting his courage against a stormy sea or lazing in a Caribbean harbor after an arduous ocean voyage. May his spirit sail 
on forever.

A Memorial Service will be held at a later date. 

Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.  Online condolences may be left for the 
family of Paul by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

PAULINE A. WILLIAMS
Pauline A. Williams, 75, of New Paltz, passed away Febru-
ary 14th at home with her loving family by her side. She 
was born November 11, 1943 in St. Albans, Vermont, the 
daughter of the late Arman Dansereau and Laura Bro-
sseau.  Pauline was a Nurses Aide for Hudson Valley Re-
habilitation and Extended Care in Highland, NY.  Paul-
ine is survived by her loving husband, Ralph L. Williams 
at home, a brother: George Dansereau, a sister: Blanch 
Dansereau, two sons: Ronold Williams and wife Kathleen, 
Paul Williams and wife Jennifer, one daughter: Annette 

and husband James Murry, along with grandchildren: Shane Williams, Stephen, Shawn 
and Chelsea Williams, Brian and Krystal Donohue and Brandon Murry, great grandchil-
dren: Maverick Williams, Easton Donohue, Bryce Stoddard, Cameron Murry and Jax-
son Murry.  Funeral arrangements were private and handled under the direction of the 
Michael Torsone Memorial Funeral Home, Inc., 38 Main St., Highland, NY 12528.  For 
online condolences, please visit our website at www.torsonememorial.com
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Clas-
sic Property Mainte-
nance, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
2/11/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
ail a copy of process 
to: Classic Property 
Maintenance, LLC, 4 
Imperato Court, Clin-
tondale, NY 12515. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Conscious Nature 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
01/26/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Conscious 
Nature LLC, PO Box 
82, Stone Ridge, NY 
12484. Purpose: For 
any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
JP BRINKS, LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 2/21/2019. 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of pro-
cess to The Limited 
Liability Company, 
5 Railroad Avenue, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
RINALDI RENTAL, 
LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of RIN-
ALDI RENTAL, LLC, 
a limited liability 
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-
ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on February 21, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 

Legals has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
RINALDI RENTAL, 
LLC, 24 Longate 
Road, Clinton Con-
necticut 06413. The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
RIMB LLC. App. for 
Auth. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/24/19. 
Originally fi led
with Secretary of 
State of Michigan on 
09/21/2015. Offi  ce: Ul-
ster County. SSNY
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served.
SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 
10 Bruce Street, New 
Paltz, NY
12561. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of BERNER FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES, LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/14/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County
of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 124 Main St.,
Ste. 9B, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of limited liability 
company (LLC) Hea-
ton Beauty LLC
Articles of organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
1/23/19.
Offi  ce location Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to Heaton Beauty 
LLC 36 Roxanne Blvd 
Highland NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date in which LLC 
is to dissolve. No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Posted: Feb-
ruary-March__,2019 

Project Name:  
PB19-01
Applicant:   
Mary Furey
For:   
Conversion of one 
downstairs room to a 
bedroom
Location:   
7 Lookout Avenue
Tax Map Number:  
86.34-7-23
Date and Time:   
March 5, 2019 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   

Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall

The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the public hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the agenda.  
Comments submitted 
in writing must be re-
ceived before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and be 
addressed to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Sec-
retary at the address 
listed above.
All reasonable accom-
modations will be 
made for persons with 
disabilities.  In such a 
case, please notify the 
Planning Board Secre-
tary in advance so that 

He was a short nondescript skinny white man 
who taught his classes in a suit and tie, with an eru-
dite accent that was believable only part of the time. 

One day in Adolescent Psychology he said, “Psy-
chological research has proven that any white girl 
who goes with a black man has low-self-esteem.” His 
assertion was met with loud protests from the all-
white students present. Nevertheless he insisted it 
was “scientifi c research.” He said, “It represents an 
uncomfortable truth.” If such a study ever existed, I 
could not fi nd it.

Once I lived in an apartment with a restaurant 
nearby, owned by a big aff able family. They treated 
me like a daughter, often inviting me to share huge 
family meals with them in the back of the restaurant. 
While we were eating, laughing and having a delight-
ful time, a black man entered and stood at the coun-
ter. The mood at the table shifted. The family be-
came silent. He ordered and when he tried to hand 
the money to the proprietor, she rapped her fi nger 
several times on the counter, indicating she would 
not take the money directly from his hand, nor did 
she give him his change without putting it down on 
the counter fi rst.

 In 1970, shortly after I graduated, I was driving 
back from shopping in Poughkeepsie with a friend, a 
black woman with very short hair, when I was pulled 
over by a policeman. “What did I do?” I asked. 

 “I stopped you,” he said, “because you are so 
busy talking to your boyfriend here that you are not 
paying attention to the road.” 

“Girlfriend,” I said. As I was giving him a tongue-
lashing, threatening to report him for discrimina-
tion, I noticed that the cigarette my friend was holding 
was burning down very close to her index and middle 
fi ngers. When the policeman left, she started to shake 
her hand and blow on the burns. “Why didn’t you drop 
the cigarette out the window?” I asked. 

“You can be very naive my friend,” she said. “If 
you’re black, you don’t move your hands when 
stopped by the cops. If you do, they can use that as 
an excuse to shoot you, saying that you were reach-
ing for a gun.”

 That was then, this is now. 
With the outpouring of concern for imprisoned 

local businessman Luis Martinez, who was detained 
by agents of Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) on January 16, New Paltz residents have shown 
their historic support for justice. 

Even so, rac-
ism against 
blacks is insidi-
ous. It is some-
times underes-
timated even 
within white 
people who 
consider them-
selves allies. 

Also, occa-
sionally, even in 
the most unlike-
ly places, like at 
SUNY New Paltz, racism is overt, ugly and depraved.

Recently there has been an investigation at SUNY 
New Paltz after ‘Colored Only,” and other racist signs 
were posted on poles and buildings all over the cam-
pus. Europa, a white supremacist organization, now 
exists at SUNY, protected by the right to free speech.

What can be done by each individual, inwardly 
and outwardly, to fi ght against racism this Black His-
tory Month, 2019?

Like any attempt at self-awareness, watch inner 
attitudes and thoughts as they occur, and you may 
surprise yourself with some viewpoints you are not 
aware of that need to change.

 Be vigilant of cultural biases. A friend of mine 
posted on Facebook an article in a newspaper where 
a black young person who kicked a police offi  cer was 
referred to in the headline as a “Thug.” On the very 
next page, a young white person who committed a 
murder was referred to as a “Teen.”

 When I was on a Peace and Justice mission in St. 
Lucia, I was the only white person for miles around. 
On the street, in the towns and on remote trails ev-
eryone who passed me said, “Hello.” This made a 
very big diff erence. I felt welcomed.

 Right now, an oil painting I created entitled “Di-
versity Comes to New Paltz” depicting three black 
people in front of the Ridge and Tower is on display 
at the Roost Gallery. I want to commemorate a posi-
tive change in our community.

 Have you noticed there is so much diversity here? 
Say “hello” to all the newcomers. While you’re at it, 
say “Hello” to everyone else. It may seem like a small 
gesture at fi rst, but if we all did it, the change would 
be tremendous.

Susan Slotnick

Then and again

arrangements can be 
made.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby giv-
en that an order en-
tered by the Supreme 
Court, Ulster County 
on the 8th day of Feb-
ruary, 2019, bearing 
Index Number 18-
4179, a copy of which 
may be examined 
at the offi  ce of the 
clerk, located at 244 
Fair Street, 2nd Floor, 
Kingston, New York 
grants me the right to 
assume the name of 
Lisa Beth Briggs. The 
city and state of my 
present address are 4 
Ho Lane, New Paltz, 
NY 12561; the month 
and year of my birth 
are January 08, 1962; 
the place of my birth 
is Greenport, NY; my 

present name is Lisa 
Beth Stunger.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE – 
NY1038 Marlborough 
Hwy Dept.
Tarpon Towers II, 
LLC is proposing to 
construct a new 154-
foot monopole at 
7 Woodcrest Lane, 
Marlborough, Ulster 
County, NY. Public 
comments regarding 
the potential eff ects 
from this site on his-
toric properties may 
be submitted within 
30-days from the 
date of this publica-
tion to: Maggie Klej-
buk – CBRE, 70 West 
Red Oak Lane, White 
Plains, NY 10604, 
whiteplainscultural-
resources@cbre.com 
or (914) 694-9600.

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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