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Wheelie?
Remembering the Tour de Trump bike race, which swept into New Paltz 

30 years ago to the cheers and jeers of more than 6,000 spectators

by Erin Quinn

W
HILE NEW PALTZ may not have been the epicenter of the Donald Trump presidential 
campaign, it certainly was the main stage for the fi rst annual Tour de Trump cycling com-
petition that swept into the Village of New Paltz on May 6 of 1989 to the cheers and jeers of 
more than 6,000 spectators who lined the streets, sidewalks and rooftops of downtown 

Main Street.
Not one to be outdone by anyone or anything, particularly involving sports promotion, the then-

younger billionaire partnered with NBC Sports, the Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino and Jeff erson-Pilot 
Productions to launch a ten-day bicycle race that would span fi ve states and include some of the biggest 
names in cycling -- including Greg LeMond, who until then was the only American ever to win the Tour 
de France. Trump and his team were hopeful that this cycling extravaganza would gain traction and 
become the American equivalent of the well-established and heralded Tour de France.

To do so, the topography had to be challenging enough and the prize money big enough to entice 
top-tier professional cyclists from around the world to compete. Trump and crew ponied up a $250,000 
purse prize. The race planners designed an approximately 900-mile course that began in Albany, just 
outside of the Egg on the Empire State Plaza, and traveled through upstate New York, traversing to 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Maryland before culminating in a dramatic four-mile time trial 
sprint along the Atlantic City Boardwalk to the Trump Casino, where the race would conclude. The race 

COURTESY OF HAVILAND-HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION

The Tour de Trump required many streets to be closed in downtown New Paltz. Lower Church Street became an impromptu party zone.

Endangered 
elephants
On a county level, 
Republican Party 
looks to be fading into 
a permanent minority

by Jesse J. Smith

O
N FEBRUARY 20, some 300 
members of the Ulster Coun-
ty Democratic Committee 
packed the ballroom of the 

Kingston Best Western, braving an ice 
storm to select a slate of candidates for 
county offi  ce and citywide elections in 
Kingston. The nominating convention 
featured a contested ballot for county 
executive and another for a legislature 
seat representing Saugerties. When 
the convention ended, Democrats had 
fi elded a full slate of candidates, save 
four legislature districts where party of-
fi cials expressed confi dence they would 
be able to recruit candidates prior to the 
election.

Three days later, 100 members of 
the Ulster County Republican Com-
mittee met at Ulster Town Hall in Lake 
Katrine for an hour-long nominating 
convention. The meeting ended with 
two empty spots at the top of the ballot 
— for county executive and county court 

Continued on page 16

Mitigation for
intoxication

. . . P A G E  6



 New Paltz Times 2 •  March 14, 2019

Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

Conversations for success
at Mill House Brewing Company

Join the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Com-
merce for a discussion about business, challenges 
involved, how to succeed when changing careers 
and how to overcome the variety of issues that come 
along with entrepreneurship on Wednesday, March 
20, 5:30 p.m., at Mill House Brewing Company, lo-
cated at 289 Mill Street, Suite 100 in Poughkeepsie. 
This discussion will be led by Chris Short,Dragon 
360; Nicholas Mauro, Marist College; Larry Stock, 
Mill House Brewing Company and moderator Bruce 
Stevens, Stevens Realty Group.

There will be appetizers, a private beer tasting 
with the owner of Mill House Brewing and a cash 
bar.

The cost is $25 to attend. Pre-Registration is re-
quired. For more information and online registra-
tion, visit newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-
0243. 

Learn how to make a terrarium
at Elting Memorial Library

Start gardening early this year by learning how to 
make a terrarium with master gardeners from the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County on 
March 19, 7 p.m., in the Steinberg Reading Room of 
the Elting Memorial Library, 93 Main Street in New 
Paltz. 

From selecting containers, plants, soil and accents 
to sharing design ideas, the presenters will cover all 
you need to know to create your own miniature in-
door garden.

You will learn practical maintenance and trouble-
shooting tips, see imaginative terrarium examples, 
and watch as the presenters create a covered terrar-
ium in this session that one lucky person will take 
home. This session is demonstration-only and is free 
and open to all patrons ages 12 and up.

For additional information, call 255-5030.

College admissions and fi nancial 
aid at the Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library will host “College Admis-
sions and Financial Aid” with Elizabeth Levine on 
Monday, March 18 from 7 to 8 p.m. Pre-registration 
for this free presentation is required. This presen-
tation is geared toward parents of high school stu-
dents. It aims to demystify the daunting college ad-
missions and fi nancial aid process and gain insight 
to this complex and stressful experience. 

To pre-register, stop by the library at 133 Farmer’s 
Turnpike or call 255-1255. For further information 
call the above number, or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

Controlling the brown
marmorated stink bug

Amy Walker will be the speaker at the next meet-
ing of the The Plattekill Historical Preservation Soci-
ety (PHS) on Saturday, March 16, 1 p.m., at the PHPS 

 

T
HE MAYA GOLD Foundation has 
announced that Lara Usifer, a 
SUNY New Paltz Media Production 
major and Hudson Valley native, 

will be spending two weeks in Nepal with 
Foundation board members and local teens 
on the 2019 Heart of Gold Adventures trip. 
The service-oriented trip is off ered by the 
Maya Gold Foundation each year in honor 
of Maya Gold, the daughter of Elise Gold and 
Mathew Swerdloff , co-founders of the Foun-
dation. This year, 16 teens will be attending 
with six adult chaperones from the Founda-
tion. 

Usifer’s career goal is to be a video pro-
ducer. “This internship will help me en-
hance my video skills, get a feel for the 
industry and possibly open up doors for 
employment,” she said. “ I am so looking 
forward to it.”

Usifer will be producing a short documen-
tary on the trip to be entered in regional fi lm 
festivals and aired online. She will shoot the 
fi lm in New Paltz as the teens prepare for the trip and continue her work in Nepal. The working title 
of the fi lm is Karuna, the Sanskrit term for compassion.

NEW PALTZ | PEOPLE

Lara Usifer.

SUNY New Paltz junior Lara Usifer to join the Maya 
Gold Foundation on trip to Nepal as videographer

headquarters, 127 Church Street in Plattekill.
Walker, a contributor to research at the Hudson 

Valley Research Laboratory (HVRL) will speak on 
controlling the invasive brown marmorated stink 
bugs, which has damaged local crops and harasses 
residents in their homes.

HVRL has worked towards reducing the popula-
tion of the stink bug by targeting the egg clusters 
they produce. Giving a brief history of early farm-
ing in the Hudson Valley, Walker will direct her talk 
to both home owners and farmers about steps being 
taken to control this invasive species.

Admission is free and light refreshments will be 
served.

Hudson Valley Music Collective 
presents songwriter circles

A new bi-monthly event, songwriter circles by 
the Hudson Valley Music Collective (HVMC), takes 
place at the Gardiner Library on Wednesday, March 
20 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The event takes place on the 
third Wednesday every other month, open to all ages 
and levels with a $10 suggested donation.

Musicians will be given the chance to share with 
each other the successes and pitfalls of composing. 
No restrictions on genre and creators can learn from 
one another, hone their craft and share new work. 
Each circle will end with a short set performed by a 

diff erent guest artist of the night. Bring your instru-
ments! Visit www.hvmusiccollective.com to learn 
more about the collective.

 The series will be off ered in the library commu-
nity room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

Gardiner Library story time:
maple sugaring

The Gardiner Library will present a special story 
time: maple sugaring on Thursday, March 21 from 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. with special guest Nick Martin, 
environmental educator at Minnewaska State Park 
Preserve.

Children will hear stories about maple sugaring 
and they’ll learn what a maple tree looks like. They’ll 
also be able to touch and see old-style maple sug-
aring tools, including a bucket, tap and hand drill. 
Then, with some help from their parents, each child 
will make their own maple tree craft that they can 
take home. 

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, please contact the Gardiner 
Library directly at 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

How to live a long, happy life 
presentation at Elting Library

A workshop that encourages people to rethink 
conceptions of health, aging and personal fulfi llment 
will take place on Thursday, March 21, 7 p.m., in the 
Steinberg Reading Room of Elting Memorial Library, 
93 Main Street in New Paltz. All are welcome.

This free workshop will be presented by Sarah 
Choi, director of the EarthMind Wellness Center at 
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Honor’s Haven Resort & Spa in Ellenville. Explore a 
variety of topics including life habits and longevity, 
life expectancy after 60, the healthcare system, ho-
listic health and self-empowerment. 

For additional information, call 255-5030.

Vacancies in the Town of Gardiner 

The Town of Gardiner currently has vacancies on 
the Environmental Conservation Commission, Open 
Space Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and 
Planning Board. All interested parties should con-
tact Marybeth Majestic @ supervisor.tog@gmail.com 
or call 255-9675, extension 101. 

Painting the light with Monet: art 
workshop with Jill Obrig

The Gardiner Library will host a painting the light 
with Monet -- a literature-based art workshop with 
Jill Obrig on Sunday, March 24 from 2 to 4 p.m. The 
workshop is $15 per child for grades two through 
four. Pre-registration and payment is due by Monday 
March 18. The art exploration will look at the art of 
Claude Monet and teach how he saw the same scene, 
but at diff erent times of day and year. After reading 
Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter by Kenrad Pak, chil-
dren will paint a scene created with diff erent colors, 
using watercolors and crayons and become Monet.

The workshop takes place in the library commu-
nity room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

Have fun and get informed at Elting

Elting Memorial Library will hold an environmen-
tal story time for ages three and up on Saturday, 
March 16 from 11 a.m. to noon. Find out why the 
spotted salamander will soon be on the move. Local 
biologist Ingrid Haeckel will be reading stories about 
salamanders followed by a craft. Haeckel is chair of 
the Town of New Paltz Environmental Conservation 
Board and mother of a two year old.

There will be information available for adults 

who attend about the Environmental Conservation 
Board’s proposal to establish Critical Environmental 
Areas for the Town of New Paltz.

For additional information, call 255-5030.

New Paltz petition day on March 16 

The New Paltz Democratic Committee, U-Act (Ul-
ster Activists) and the SUNY College Democrats will 
sponsor a drive to collect signatures to get Ulster 
County Democratic candidates on the November 
ballot. 

Offi  ces include county executive, district attorney, 
county judge, two county legislators and New Paltz 
Town Board members A special election for county 
executive takes place on April 30. Non-partisan can-
didates for New Paltz village elections this spring will 
also be knocking doors in New Paltz neighborhoods 
on Saturday. 

Volunteers are welcome to meet at the New Paltz 
Village Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue, to join this commu-
nity eff ort between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Bring a smart 
phone. Petition training and necessary materials will 
be provided. 

Candidates Pat Ryan (county executive), Dave 
Clegg (district attorney), and Bryan Rounds (coun-
ty judge) will be in New Paltz to participate in this 
event. Volunteers can sign up for a shift here or 
come to the Village Hall on Saturday: https://goo.gl/
forms/PwiITHduoxlGJP212. 

For additional information, contact: ulsteractiv-
ists@gmail.com.

New Paltz Library
book club meeting

 The New Paltz Library book club’s upcoming 
monthly meeting is on Monday, March 25, 6 p.m., at 
the library, 93 Main Street in New Paltz. The group 
will be discussing Hotel on Shadow Lake by Daniela 
Tully -- a suspenseful and compelling novel. Shadow 
Lake, set at Mohonk Mountain House, is at once an 
intricate mystery, an epic romance and a Gothic fam-
ily saga.

For additional information, call 255-5030.

Welcome Shabbat with joy
and dancing

Join Kol Hai Jewish Renewal for Shabbat services 
and Israeli dancing with Livia Vanaver on Friday, 
March 15, 6:30 p.m., at Woodland Pond in New 
Paltz. All dances will be taught with easy steps that 
everyone can learn. This musical Shabbat gathering 
is family-friendly and open to all. Please bring a pot-
luck dish to share. 

A Generations Shabbat -- an all-ages, all-inclusive 
gathering, which includes singing, reading from the 
Torah, a children’s blessing, fellowship and refresh-
ments will be held on Saturday, March 16 at 10 a.m., 

Services are held in the great room at the Wood-
land Pond Health Center building, Woodland Pond 
Circle, New Paltz. For more information, contact 
hello@kolhai.org, visit www.kolhai.org or call (845) 
477-5457.

 

Town of New Paltz parks
and recreation updates 

Music jam -- looking for a place to practice your 
music? The New Paltz Community Center is off ering 
a two-hour weeknight session, at no cost to the pub-
lic, to meet other musicians and jam.

Walking, jogging sessions will continue at the 
SUNY New Paltz Wellness and Recreation Center 
throughout the month, ending on March 28. Mon-
days and Thursdays from 10 to 11 a.m. are for com-
munity seniors and free of charge. There is still time 
to take advantage of the remaining dates and the 
comfort of the campus, indoor track.

Pickleball at Duzine Elementary School is now 
open to all ages. Youth and adults are welcome to 
join the seniors on Friday evenings from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Registration is not necessary. Walk-ins are wel-
come. No charge.

 Ping pong, open to all ages, is off ered at the New 
Paltz Community Center on Wednesdays from 1 to 
4 p.m. There is no charge. Home-schooled students 
are welcome. Paddles and balls will be provided.

For further information about these events, con-
tact the recreation center at 255-2512 or recreation@
townofnewpaltz.org.

An evening of psychodrama

An evening of psychodrama with the Hudson Val-
ley Chapter of the American Society for Group Psy-
chotherapy and Psychodrama will be held on Friday, 
March 15, 7:30 p.m., at Boughton Place, 150 Kisor 
Road in Highland. The presenter is Jennifer R. Sa-
limbene, LCSW-R, CASAC, CDAC, CP, PAT. The event 
will focus on exploring your own vibrant fresh starts 
and new beginnings. 

The suggested contribution is $10/$5 for students 
and those on limited income. For additional infor-
mation, call (845) 440-7272, e-mail ASGPPHV@
gmail.com.

Battle of the books informational 
meeting at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library will host the battle of the 
books 2019 informational meeting on March 23 from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required by call-
ing the library or visiting the circulation desk.

Learn about the library contest sweeping the na-
tion that allows students grade seven and up to com-
pete against other public libraries in a Jeopardy-style 
match. A moderator asks 17 questions per round con-
cerning eight pre-selected books. This year’s chosen 
books are: The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by 
Douglas Adams, The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas, 
I Am Number Four by Pittacus Lore, Illegal by Eoin 
Colfer & Andrew Donkin, Simon vs. Homo Sapiens 
by Becky Albertalli, Beyond the Bright Sea by Lauren 
Wolk, The Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse and 
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater.

Each team member has the opportunity to press 
a buzzer, confer with team members and attempt 
to answer questions correctly. Community service 
hours for team members. Monthly team meet-ups 
will take place at the library April through June and 
weekly over the summer.

The meeting will take place in the library commu-
nity room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org. 

 

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School (NPHS) sopho-
more Calla Savelson has been selected to 
attend the New York East Hugh O’Brian 
Youth (HOBY) Leadership Seminar held 

at SUNY Oneonta from May 31 through June 2. She 
will be joined by more than 220 students from 
across eastern New York. 

The seminar allows for students to recognize 
their leadership talents and apply them to becom-
ing eff ective and ethical leaders. Student partici-
pants take part in hands-on activities, meet leaders 
in their state and explore their own personal lead-
ership skills while learning how to lead others and 
make a positive impact in their community.  

Calla, the daughter of Daniel and Lara Savelson 
of New Paltz, was selected for the seminar based 
on an essay she wrote on leadership. The prompt 
of “explain when you have shown leadership skills” 
was an easy topic for Savelson. “I discussed my 
experiences of being the captain and leader of the 
volleyball team one year versus my experiences 
the next year where I didn’t play much. I explained 
how diff erent leadership skills could be used in 
both scenarios.” 

NPHS Principal Barbara Clinton is impressed by Savelson’s accomplishment. “This is no small feat. 
I am so proud of her and her hard-working mentality,” she said. 

Savelson plays on NPHS’s volleyball team as well as a club team. She also participates in the school’s 
a cappella club and drama club. This spring she will be a featured newsie in the musical Newsies.

At the end of the seminar, HOBY ambassadors are challenged to give back by serving at least 100 
volunteer hours. Calla plans to complete a majority of her volunteer hours during a service trip she 
is taking this summer to Peru. The trip is coordinated through Visions, a program for teens who 
want to accomplish challenging projects through community service, cultural immersion and ad-
venturous exploration. Students who complete the Leadership for Service (L4S) Challenge within 12 
months of their seminar are eligible for the HOBY L4S Challenge Award and the President’s Volun-
teer Service Award.

NEW PALTZ | HIGH SCHOOL

New Paltz sophomore selected to attend 
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Seminar

Calla Savelson.
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LAUREN THOMAS

The Hasbrouck Dining Hall at SUNY New Paltz was finished in 1967. It was named for Roland Hasbrouck's (pictured 
above) ancestors.

by Terence P Ward

A
CTION AT A 
SUNY New 
Paltz College 
Council meet-

ing held March 6 shunts 
the names of a handful of 
Huguenot settlers to this 
area from the dorms they 
now adorn to a "contem-
plative space" where their 
deeds and misdeeds may 
be considered and judged 
today, presuming that 
state university offi  cials 
agree with the change to 
new names which have 
now been offi  cially se-
lected. This marks an 
important point in a pro-
cess started in 2017, dur-
ing which a great many of 
campus community mem-
bers spoke about how liv-
ing in buildings named for 
slave owners made them 
feel. Not every descen-
dant of those dozen Euro-
pean patriarchs believes 
enough was done to seek their input in addition to 
that of present students and faculty members, and 
one member of the College Council resigned after 
it was decided to take the names Hasbrouck, Bevi-
er, Crispell, Deyo, DuBois and LeFevre from a din-
ing hall and fi ve dormitories. The dining hall shall 
be rebranded Peregrine, with the dorms becoming 

Shawangunk, Awosting, Minnewaska, Mohonk and 
Ashokan.

College Council action was slower than many in 
the campus community wanted. President Donald 
Christian wanted members to vote fi rst on remov-
ing the old names, then consider new names at a 
later meeting. After hearing from students and a 
smattering of faculty members in November, coun-
cil member Ronald Law asked for more time before 
voting on the fi rst part. The only African American 
appointed to the council by the governor — student 
N'Della Seque having been selected instead by her 
peers — Law was confl icted because he was remind-
ed of arguments used in a bid to rename Shango Hall 
in the 1970s, when he was student body president. 

In February, it was Law's 
vote which made the re-
moval possible, but he 
again asked for time be-
fore deciding on the new 
names. 

The urgency is based 
on a desire to have new 
names for the new school 
year, a feat which will re-
quire clearing more bu-
reaucratic hurdles. While 
two votes were taken, a 
single resolution will be 
forwarded to trustees of 
the state university sys-
tem, wherein the fi nal ap-
proval lies. It's expected 
to fi rst be referred to a 
committee and then vot-
ed on by all the trustees. 
In the meantime, work 
has begun to update cam-
pus maps and databases 
and the like to ensure a 
smooth transition once 
the change is offi  cial. For 
now, the historic names 
remain.

Present-day Hasbroucks react
While participation in some aff ected quarters 

was quite high for a process intended to be respect-
ful of the feelings of students, Roland and Kathleen 
Hasbrouck found that the opinions of others in the 
community were glossed over, and that people who 
have one of those six family names have been treated 
with disrespect. Roland, a descendant of the Jean Has-
brouck for whom the village park is named, took um-
brage at a New Paltz Oracle headline which read, "Has-
brouck Has Been." Kathleen, an alumna of SUNY New 
Paltz, thinks any serious eff ort to engage with former 
students should have involved at least a mailing.

The six buildings were erected and named in the 
1960s. While the connection to slavery has been 
raised in the past, no action was taken because it 
was not deemed appropriate to strip the names of 
important families off  those buildings because of 
the actions of their patriarchs. When deeper re-
search was started in 2017, it was determined that 
the names were indeed intended to honor most of 
the 12 Huguenot men listed in the original land pat-
ent: Louis, Isaac and Abraham DuBois; Anton Crisp-
ell; Simon and Andres LeFevre; Jean and Abraham 
Hasbrouck; Christian Deyo; and Louis Bevier. Hugo 
Freer, the twelfth, never had a dorm or dining hall 
named for him on campus.

"I didn't think it would get much traction," Roland 
Hasbrouck said of the most recent push to change 
the names.

Roland and Kathleen Hasbrouck wonder about 
how much eff ort was taken to contact stakeholders 
beyond the current campus community. Kathleen, 
who receives all the e-mails sent to alumnae, never 
saw the survey which was sent out. "If it had been in 
the mail, I would have noticed that and paid more 
attention to it," she said; she imagines that she's not 
the only one who likely deleted the e-mail simply 
because the volume of e-mail most people receive 
makes it all but impossible to review each one.

Campus offi  cials also made contact with a repre-
sentative of Historic Huguenot Street to help solicit 
feedback from family members, but these Hasb-
roucks think that more should have been done given 
that the decision will have impacts well beyond the 
campus boundaries. Elected offi  cials such as the 
mayor could have — should have, they feel — off ered 
to help with the outreach eff orts. The village "is al-
legedly a separate entity," noted Roland, "but the 
fi rst picture you see on the [college] web site is of 

 “I understand the 
sensitivity of the topic, but 
redefi ning history in your 

own image is not
the answer,” said

Roland Hasbrouck.

What's in a name?
Present-day Hasbroucks react to the new names for college buildings
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students in front of the stone houses" on Huguenot 
Street, where his ancestors settled.

"I'm not defending slavery," Roland said, but that's 
actually central to his point, that a reason members 
of these families contributed as much as they did to 
the college and wider community was in an eff ort 
to redeem their names from that heinous act, which 
in the 17th century was considered acceptable. The 
buildings were named for individuals, it's true, but 
only because the descendants of those individuals 
worked to maintain and preserve the college and 
more through succeeding generations. That's why 
the story of Abraham Bruyn Hasbrouck representing 
Sojourner Truth in court resonates with him. Truth's 
son Peter was illegally sold out of state during a time 
when slaves were gradually being freed in New York, 
and with the help of that Hasbrouck she became the 
fi rst black woman to beat a white man in court. To 
Roland Hasbrouck, the reason for that pro bono de-
fense was because Abraham Bruyn Hasbrouck "knew 
slavery was wrong" and was ashamed his ancestors 
had participated in the institution.

The result of the renaming decision, Roland feels, 
is to redefi ne his and other families solely by the fact 

of enslavement, which he feels is a gross distortion 
of history. History professors on campus disagree, 
writing last month, "Changing the name of buildings 
does not 'erase the past,' but rather continues the 
practice of memorializing the past in conversation 
with the present." Kathleen works in higher educa-
tion, and she and her husband imagine that faculty 
members felt a considerable amount of pressure to 
come up with a response to fi t the present narrative. 
Roland has no objection to slavery being part of the 
conversation, but plans to create a "contemplative 
space" to recognize the history of the buildings falls 
fl at because "the last word will be that they were slave 
owners," when the facts that "they didn't know any bet-
ter" and their descendants largely decried the practice 
won't be given the weight he feels they deserve.

Where history professors talk about a conversa-
tion between past and present, these two present-

New names for the  Hasbrouck Complex buildings

T
HE SUNY NEW Paltz College Council unanimously passed a resolution to assign new names 
to Hasbrouck Complex buildings. The next steps of this process will include the develop-
ment of a single resolution to remove current names and assign new ones to these build-
ings, which will go to the SUNY Board of Trustees for review.

“We will make every eff ort to bring this matter to the board as early as possible, hopefully this 
spring,” President Donald Christian said.

The approved names, local geographic signifi cance, and origin, are:

Shawangunk Hall
This hall is named for the Shawangunk Ridge visible from campus. The meaning is translated from 

the local indigenous Munsee Lenape as “in the smoky air.”

Awosting Hall
Named after one of the “sky” lakes on the Shawangunk Ridge, “Awosting” is adapted from the Na-

tive American (Munsee) word, Aiaskawosting, “place of grassy hills.”

Minnewaska Hall
Named after another sky lake on the Ridge, “Minnewaska” derives from the combination of two 

Dakota or Sioux words, mini or mine (for many) and washta or waska (for water).

Mohonk Hall
Named after another sky lake on the Ridge adjacent to Mohonk Mountain House, a 150-year old 

resort owned by the Smiley family. “Mohonk” is derived from the Delaware Indian word Mogonck, 
which some believe to mean “lake in the sky.”

Ashokan Hall
This name is derived from an Iroquois word for “place of fi sh.” From 1967-2008 the Ashokan Field 

Campus, an outdoor education, conference and retreat center located in the Catskill Mountains of 
upstate New York, was part of SUNY New Paltz. It is now the Ashokan Center operated by Jay Ungar 
and Molly Mason, folk musicians who in 1982 wrote and composed “Ashokan Farewell,” a farewell 
waltz featured in the PBS miniseries “The Civil War,” produced by Ken Burns. Ashokan is also the 
name of the nearby reservoir that supplies water to New York City.

Peregrine Dining Hall
Named for the Peregrine falcons that soar above the Ridge and the local sky lakes. The population 

of these birds has rebounded after facing near-extinction; thus the Peregrine has local signifi cance 
as a symbol of resiliency and hope. Peregrine also refers to a wanderer from foreign lands, and our 
campus has always welcomed students regardless of their origins.

day Hasbroucks see their ancestors' acts judged 
solely by 21st-century standards, with little or no his-
torical context at all. To Roland, "The contributions 
of these families far outweighs the blemish of taint-
ed history." The comments President Christian has 
made tying the names to racism he fi nds "hurtful," as 
it suggests he and all members of his family must be 
racist simply by sharing a name. "I understand the 
sensitivity of the topic, but redefi ning history in your 
own image is not the answer."

All acts and decisions are eventually judged 
through the lens of history, and these Hasbroucks 
believe that eventually the judgement of history on 
this renaming will deem it a mistake. Roland noted, 
"We should preserve history, not hide it," even when 
it includes things about which modern people feel 
no reason to be proud. He added, "I'm glad I didn't 
have to explain this to my dad," who died before this 
issue emerged. ++

College council down to six

The SUNY New Paltz College Council, a group 
which is charged with approving major campus de-
cisions including the hiring of presidents, setting of 
budgets and establishment of admissions and other 
policies, has been in the spotlight during the cam-
paign to change the names of the Hasbrouck com-
plex buildings. Despite the amount of authority they 
hold, many members of the campus community 
know little about this group, or even its existence.

The College Council has ten members, including 
one student. At SUNY New Paltz, the student rep-
resentative is the student body president; that seat 
on the council carries a one-year term and must 
be fi lled by a current student who was selected by 
the student body. The other nine members are ap-
pointed by the Governor, for terms that are a bit 
fuzzy in length. The details — covered in article 8, 
§ 356 of state education law — show that the terms 
are seven years, but that council members serve un-
til replaced. In short, Governor Cuomo doesn’t have 
to formally reappoint council members if he doesn’t 
want to, and past practice is that governors generally 
don’t want to. All of the appointed members of the 
New Paltz College Council have served well beyond 
seven years without any gubernatorial action. One 
— interim chair Eli Basch — was actually replaced 
in 1999 when George Pataki was governor, and re-
turned to his seat by Andrew Cuomo in 2008. The 
other sitting members were appointed in 1997 (El-
eanor Venables), 2004 (Michael Catalinotto), 2005 
(Vincent Cozzolino), and 2008 (Ronald Law).

With the resignation of Robert DiCarlo last month, 
the council has only six members, and fi ve are need-
ed to conduct any business at all. As governors don’t 
necessarily know the best people to put on each col-
lege council personally, names are solicited from 
college administrators and others for these unpaid 
positions. Some council members were students at 
the school, some live nearby, but neither is a require-
ment for such an appointment. As the council is re-
quired to meet at least four times a year, presumably 
suffi  cient appointments will be made to ensure that 
those meetings can be held at all.

-- Terence P Ward
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by Terence P Ward

A
MONG THE DRUGS which are used for 
recreation, alcohol stands apart. No other 
drug has ever been prohibited by constitu-
tional amendment, and no other amend-

ment has ever been repealed. The laws which now 
regulate alcohol sale and use are aimed at keeping 
this addictive substance out of the hands of young 
people and anyone operating a motor vehicle, while 
preserving it as a social lubricant and economic 
powerhouse. There are also non-legislative pro-
grams designed to blunt the impact of irresponsible 
alcohol use. Through a collaboration of several lo-
cal organizations, two of these programs are being 
heavily promoted in New Paltz to keep bar patrons 
safe while not sober.

The two programs are known by the acronym TIPS 
(Training for Intervention Procedures) and the ini-
tialism UCBASA ("Ulster County Bystanders against 
Sexual Abuse"). Training in both is being provided 
through the town's police department and offi  ce of 
community wellness, SUNY New Paltz, and the Ul-
ster County Crime Victim Assistance Program. Local 
bar owners, organized as the New Paltz Tavern Own-
ers Association, are availing themselves of training 
for their employees, often on their own premises. 
Each of the programs has a slightly diff erent focus, 
but bar employees who get both will be able to wear 
a conversation-starting button to raise awareness 

of the need. The pins also serve as a reminder that 
there are people present who are watching out for 
patrons when they may be in a vulnerable state due 
to their choice to consume this legal drug.

Emma Morcone, the deputy Title IX coordinator 
on campus, explained during a session at McGil-
licuddy's on March 6 that the training allows offi  cials 
from county, town and college to work together in a 
way that isn't always possible to address issues which 
impact the entire community. As there is no longer 
a bar on the SUNY campus, alcohol consumption by 
students there always begins elsewhere. Collaborat-
ing with existing bar owners bolsters the impact of 
these programs.

TIPS is focused on encouraging responsible alco-
hol use, including prevention of intoxication, under-
age use and drunken driving. For bar employees, the 
training is focused on responsible service of alcohol 
to patrons, keeping customers from having one too 
many. Other variants include teaching store clerks 
how to prevent sales to minors and educating college 
students on how to intervene and prevent alcohol-
fueled problems. Overall, the focus is on skills for 
observing potential problems and preventing them.

UCBASA was developed with a focus on off end-
ers rather than victims. In that training, participants 
learn about off ender behavior and how it's impacted 
by the use of alcohol. Drinking can bolster some-
one's willingness to cross the line, and alcohol can 
also be used to incapacitate a potential victim or that 
person's judgement. Those who complete the train-
ing are more able to recognize problematic behavior, 
and also have learned skills to interrupt the pattern 

Mitigation for intoxication
County programs teach local bar and restaurant workers how 
to spot potential sex assaults before they happen and how to 
responsibly sell and serve alcohol

and potentially prevent an assault.
Amy Westberg and Sarah Kramer-Harrison work 

in the county's rape crisis center. As they noted, it's 
too late to prevent harm to the people who contact 
that offi  ce. They both feel that UCBASA training 
could defuse situations born out of lowered inhibi-
tions and heightened hormones; 50% of sexual as-
saults include alcohol as a factor, with the off ender 
or victim consuming, if not both. Outright assaults 
are unlikely to take place in bars, but the ground-
work is often set for a later incident.

"Off enders are likely to test boundaries, fi nd out if 
the target is alone, build trust, off er to walk the per-
son home," said Westberg. It's a natural result of the 
"hookup culture" which infuses bars in particular. Rec-
ognizing when consent is and is not being given is part 
of the UCBASA training. There is no expectation that a 
potential victim seek out help; if something seems off  
the next steps might include alerting a manager, creat-
ing a distraction or intervening directly.

Funding for this current training push comes from 
the state offi  ce of alcoholism and substance abuse 
services through a fi ve-year grant. Bar owners can 
arrange for the sessions by contacting Jaclyn Cirello, 
the prevention coordinator at the college; Phoenix 
Kawamoto, town community education coordina-
tor; or the police department. ++

Echols trial to be rescheduled

The trial of Paul Echols was called on account of 
snow. Echols, an Ellenville resident, got into a fi ght 
outside a bar last September and ended up beaten 
and bloodied in the back of a police car. A complaint 
was brought against one of the offi  cers for allegedly 
beating him, but New Paltz police commissioners 
determined it was without merit. This trial, which 
was due to begin March 4, is over charges resulting 
from the police encounter.

Echols will return to court with his attorney on 
March 13 to determine a new trial date.

-- Terence P Ward

The thick of it: New Paltz Town 
Board members enter the weeds of 
gateway rezoning

New Paltz Town Board members spent much of 
their March 7 meeting discussing the proposed zon-
ing for the community gateway area near the Thru-
way, all without actually having any draft legislation 
to review. They continued to consider the environ-
mental impacts at a sedate, methodical pace intend-
ed to ensure a law that no developer would seek to 
challenge in court. A moratorium put into place to 
allow time to pass this zoning expired last year.

Town resident Michael Zierler has been coordi-
nating a process which has been rich in detail and 
expertise. This week he guided council members 
through a trip-generation report and narrative, as 
well as two alternative build-out analyses: one pre-
dicting what the area could look like if fully built un-
der present zoning, and another using the new zon-
ing districts proposed under this scheme. From that 
information, Zierler believes it’s established that the 
new zoning would not result in more motorized traf-
fi c and could actually reduce that potential. Traffi  c is 
one of the environmental factors being considered 
pursuant to review under the state’s environmental 
laws.

One open question is how the extensive rights-of-
way along Route 299, controlled by state transpor-
tation offi  cials, will factor into future development. 
Zierler submitted a freedom-of-information request 
to learn more, but the response was not yet avail-
able during this meeting. Construction can’t happen 
in those rights-of-way.

The question of water and sewer infrastructure 
was put off  until the next joint meeting with village 
trustees, as town systems largely tie into and rely 
upon village pipes and mains. The philosophical 
question is whether zoning should precede infra-
structure to make such expansion attractive, or if 
the rules should refl ect the present lack of water and 
sewer service and simply be updated if and when 
such systems are built.

By the next Town Board meeting a draft law should 
be ready for review.

-- Terence P Ward

LAUREN THOMAS

Last week the New Paltz Police Department held a press conference at McGillicuddy’s announcing that the New Paltz 
Off ice of Community Wellness, New Paltz Police Department, SUNY New Paltz and the Ulster County Crime Victim 
Assistance Program are collaborating with the New Paltz Tavern Owners Association to support sexual assault 
prevention and keeping the community safe through Training for Intervention Procedures (TIPS) and Ulster County 
Bystanders Against Sexual Assault (UCBASA) training.
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HIGHLAND | SCHOOL BOARD

by Sharyn Flanagan

A
T THE RECENT regular meeting of the 
Highland Central School District on Tues-
day, March 5, the Board of Education con-
tinued the process of developing a budget 

for the 2019-2020 school year with presentations by 
district business manager Lissa Jilek and Superin-
tendent of Schools Thomas Bongiovi. The board will 
take input from the community about the budget at 
their next meeting on Tuesday, March 19 at 7 p.m. at 
the high school. The board will adopt a budget pro-
posal offi  cially on Tuesday, April 2. The public vote 
on the budget and election of two trustees will be on 
Tuesday, May 21.

Budget priority debate
According to Jilek, the total revenue sources for 

2020 add up to $44.3 million, which is $926,000 
less than the 2018-19 budget. “That’s based on the 
calculated tax levy of $28.2 million -- an increase of 
$277,104 – and our state aid decrease of $1.3 million,” 
she noted. “As you know, a budget is basically two 
books: your revenue side is one book and your ex-
penditures the other. By March 19, those two books 
will have to come together and agree. Right now, it 
shows that we’re down by $926,000.”

Because there will be debt retired with this bud-
get, the debt service will be going down by $1.8 mil-
lion, she added, creating a corresponding negative. 
“But we haven’t fi nished fl ushing out all the expen-
ditures; on the 19th you’ll see where we wind up.”

The district is using a rollover budget from last 
year as its starting point with the current program 
and staffi  ng intact. One interpretation of the num-
bers, as they stand now, is that to maintain programs 
as they are, the district will need to fi nd $1.3 million. 
But Superintendent Bongiovi reminded the board 
that there was “no need to panic” and there were no 
decisions to be made that night, only consideration 
of recommendations from administrators.

He said he’d met with the building principals re-
cently to put together a list of priorities that were 
basically a vision for ways to improve district educa-
tional programs. “This isn’t meant to be a one-year 
plan; this is more of a three- to-fi ve-year plan, with 
the items not likely to change a lot over the next 
three years. And of the nine items on the list, if we 
can take care of two or three of them this year, that 
would be tremendous.”

The fi rst priority, said Bongiovi, is to add a tech-
nology teacher at the elementary school level. “We 
haven’t been able to fi nd a teacher’s aide candidate, 
so with that salary budgeted in, and breakage from 
retirement, we could probably fi nd the money in the 
budget for a technology teacher. We’re starting to 
build our programs, and we have a lot going on in 
the middle and high schools, but nothing in elemen-
tary, and that’s where it has to start.”

The next greatest priority, according to the super-
intendent, is to add a school psychologist to assist 
with the increasing work load of the current psy-
chologists, who now have to do state testing former-
ly handled by the county. And an additional speech 
pathologist would allow more fl exibility with early 
intervention. 

Adding a special education teacher is next on the 
list, but Bongiovi said preliminary numbers show 
that position might not be necessary to add. “If noth-
ing changes from [what it is] now, we probably don’t 
need [this person]. But as with anything with special 
education, that can change quickly.”

A half-time guidance counselor and social worker 
would alleviate the load of other social workers for 
counseling, adding focus to the mental well-being of 
students, and a technology network specialist would 
help to maintain the newly updated system and de-
vices. In addition, Bongiovi said, another person in 
the transportation offi  ce could assist in busy times 
and emergencies. 

The list includes a social studies teacher for the 
middle school, “but there might be something we 
can do with the current staff ,” the superintendent 
said. 

Bus proposition to be on the ballot
The district currently has 46 vehicles in the fl eet: 

six seven-passenger Suburbans, two wheelchair-
accessible buses, eleven 30-passenger vehicles and 
27 65-passenger buses. Jilek, in consultation with di-
rector of transportation Cathy Mekulik and facilities 
manager Peter Miller, recommended the district put 
a proposition on the May ballot to allow the purchase 
of three 30-passenger vehicles, two seven-passenger 
Suburbans and one wheelchair-accessible bus at a 
total cost of $375,760, which includes all safety and 
communications equipment. State transportation 
aid will reimburse the district for 60 percent of the 
amount, amortized over fi ve years.

According to Jilek, one of the current wheelchair-
accessible buses needs to be replaced for safety 
issues. “The DOT will not pass it. We don’t have a 
spare wheelchair bus, and if something should hap-
pen to the other bus, or it goes to the DOT [for in-
spection], we need a backup. 

The Suburban to be replaced within the year has 
173,000 miles on it and is 12 years old; at the end of 
its useful life. The recommendation to replace buses 
is every ten years, said Jilek, although that’s an ap-
proximation as it doesn’t account for wear-and-tear 
on vehicles or other factors such as students moving 
in or out of the district. One of the district 30-pas-
senger buses had to be outsourced recently due to 
engine failure and the other two are needed in order 
to have enough spares for when the other buses are 
out for inspection, Jilek added. The 30-passenger 
vehicles may also be used to transport sports teams 
when there are too many students to transport in a 
Suburban.

The projection for next year is that the district will 
need to purchase six of the large 65-passenger buses. 
That statement invited questions from several Board 
of Education members, who wondered if perhaps 
it would make more sense to purchase one or two 
of those this year rather than anticipate such a large 

bus proposition next year.
Jilek said she was comfortable with the current 

proposal as it stands, but said she would run the 
numbers before the next board meeting on March 19 
and come back to the BOE with the projected costs if 
that course of action should be taken. 

While the district will eventually get back 60 per-
cent of the cost of buses from state transportation 
aid, the purchase of a bus also increases the num-
bers for debt service.

The Highland district is also looking into sharing 
bus runs with neighboring districts, as they already 
do with Ellenville and Marlboro for special educa-
tion students or those designated homeless. The 
state requires a district to supply transportation for 
any homeless students -- who might be homeless for 
as little as a week or for weeks at a time -- with the 
family having the choice of having their child remain 
in the district where they are placed or stay in their 
original district.

Public input is welcome at board meetings. The 
next will be held at Highland High School in room 
E-32 at 7 p.m.

For more information, visit the district website at 
https://www.highland-k12.org. ++

Petitions available to nominate 
Highland BOE candidates

Two members of the Highland Central School Dis-
trict Board of Education have terms coming to an 
end on June 30. Petitions to nominate candidates for 
the seats currently occupied by Tom Miller and Sue 
Gilmore are available at the district offi  ce at 320 Pan-
cake Hollow Road from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The term of 
offi  ce is three years.

Completed petitions with the signatures of 25 
qualifi ed district voters must be fi led with the dis-
trict clerk no later than 5 p.m. on Monday, April 22. 
The election will be held on May 21. Candidates must 
be at least 18 years old, a qualifi ed voter in the High-
land Central School District and able to read and 
write. They must also have been a resident of the 
district continuously for one year prior to the elec-
tion. Questions may be addressed to district clerk 
Lisa Cerniglia at (845) 235-0739 or by e-mail at lcerni-
glia@highland-k12.org.

-- Sharyn Flanagan

Counting on the future
Highland Central School District budget talks progress

“We haven’t fi nished 
fl ushing out all the 

expenditures; on March 19th 
you’ll see where we wind 

up,” said business manager 
Lissa Jilek.
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PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Molly Seiden of SUNY New Paltz's International Socialist Organization addresses the dozens gathered for the 
International Women's Day March in the New Paltz on March 9.

Over 100 people attend the International Women's Day March in New Paltz on March 9.

Local resident and SUNY Professor Maggie Veve addresses the crowd gathered for the International Women's Day 
March in New Paltz on March 9.

by Frances Marion Platt

“W
ELCOME TO OUR corner!” 
called out Women in Black orga-
nizer Barbara Upton on March 
9 to a crowd of several hundred 

celebrants gathered in front of the Elting Memo-
rial Library. “We’ve been here every Saturday for 
over 17 years.” Indeed, the presence of a handful of 
black-clad protesters carrying placards with slogans 
promoting peace and justice has become a common-
place sight at the corner of Main and North Front 
Streets. But this particular Saturday meant some-
thing special: the day after International Women’s 
Day, and an excuse to demonstrate solidarity on a 
long list of issues impacting women, locally and 
around the globe, with a rally and march.

Women in Black and International Women’s Day 
have certain aspects in common that make such an 
action a natural fi t, including the fact that both have 
been around quite a long time. The fi rst Women in 
Black were Israeli and Palestinian peace activists 
who founded the tradition of bearing silent witness 
on a streetcorner in Jerusalem, a quarter of a centu-
ry ago. The fi rst Women’s Day observance happened 
in New York 110 years ago, organized by the Socialist 
Party of America. The idea to make it an internation-
al event was broached one year later at a Socialist 
women’s conference in Copenhagen, and delegates 
organized demonstrations in 1911 in Austria, Den-
mark, Germany and Switzerland.

International Women’s Day migrated to Russia in 
1913 and England in 1914, when March 8 became the 
accepted date that has stuck ever since. But it was 
really the rise of communism that fueled its spread 
thereafter. In fact, the Russian Revolution was ignit-
ed by female textile workers in St. Petersburg mark-
ing International Women’s Day with a “Bread and 
Peace” strike on March 8, 2017.

After that, the holiday gained popularity through-
out the Soviet sphere of infl uence -- less so in West-
ern capitalist democracies, until Second Wave 
feminists in the US decided to make International 
Women’s Day their own, circa 1967, forging alliances 
with labor and peace groups. It is now an offi  cial na-
tional holiday in 27 countries. By 1975 the annual cel-
ebration had been endorsed by the United Nations, 
which now assigns it a diff erent “theme” each year. 

“Think equal, build smart, innovate for change” was 
the 2019 UN theme, suggesting a focus on women in 
the tech workforce; but the activists in New Paltz had 
a more overtly political agenda in mind. Indeed, “in-
tersectionality” could have been the word of the day. 
More than two dozen local and regional organizations 
were listed as co-sponsors with Women in Black of the 
New Paltz International Women’s Day March, with ar-
eas of concern ranging from health to labor to poverty 
to immigrant rights to the environment.

A bright blue late-winter sky shone down on hun-
dreds of eager faces as one representative of these 
organizations after another stepped up to take a turn 
at the megaphone on the library’s old front porch. 
Anique Nicholson of Mid-Hudson Planned Parent-
hood delivered the unwelcome news that President 
Trump had just implemented an abortion informa-
tion gag rule on health service providers receiving 
Title X funding. She promised that Planned Par-
enthood clinics “will not withhold information,” 
and drew cheers with the announcement that the 
Planned Parenthood Federation and the American 
Medical Association had jointly decided to fi le a law-
suit challenging the new rule.

While a demonstrator stood behind her holding 
a sign depicting an indigenous version of Rosie the 
Riveter and the caption “A woman’s place is in her 
union,” Janette Clark of the Hudson Valley Area La-
bor Federation traced International Women’s Day’s 
roots in the garment workers’ strikes of the early 
20th century. Lisa Lindsley of the Ulster Immigrant 
Defense Network spoke of local eff orts to resist de-
portation by ICE agents of undocumented members 

Intersectional politics
Activists for many causes fi nd common ground at New Paltz International Women’s Day March



June 14, 2012  •  9  March 14, 2019 • 9  New Paltz Times 

The Tin Horn Uprising provided a beat to march by at the International Women's Day 
March in New Paltz last Saturday.

Dozens of people marched down Main Street in New Paltz last Saturday as part of the 
International Women's Day March.

Pictured are proud participants in the New Paltz International Women's Day March last 
Saturday.

Village of New Paltz trustee KT Tobin (on right) at last Saturday's International Women's 
Day March.

of our communities. Several speakers urged support 
for the Green Light NY bill, which would make driv-
ers’ licenses available to all state residents regard-
less of immigration status. Joanna Dempsey of the 
Campaign for New York Health touted the proposed 
New York Health Act, pointing out that a single-pay-
er system would ensure that “Women will no longer 
have to stay in bad marriages because they need the 
health insurance, or stay in jobs they don’t like.”

Domestic violence, rape and sexual abuse were on 
the minds of many speakers as well, and the diverse 
crowd totally seemed to “get it” that race, poverty 
and sexual orientation/gender identity were all in-
terwoven with other issues impacting women. “In-
tersectionality is the only way to have a peaceful 
future,” SlutPaltz organizer Shanique Alladen said, 
summing up the holistic tone of the event. Tanya 
Marquette of Concerned Parents New Paltz ob-
served, “The structural aspects of various forms of 
oppression are pretty much the same.”

Once the speeches were done, the activist brass 
band Tin Horn Uprising cranked up a spirited march-
ing tune to propel the protestors down Main Street 
to their next stop at the Water Street Market. Strains 
of “Down by the Riverside” and “Get Up, Stand 
Up” alternated with chants such as “Whose street? 
Our street!” and “The women united will never be 
defeated.” Marchers waved signs and sported tee-
shirts with political slogans and artwork, including 
a diagram of the female reproductive system wryly 

labeled “No Country for Old Men.”
Afterwards, many of the marchers dispersed, 

while others returned to the Elting Library to con-

tinue their usual Saturday midday vigil. You can fi nd 
the Women in Black there any week, if you’d like to 
get involved. ++
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Keep on 
truckin’
Rosendale OKs water tanker 
purchase to help High Falls 
through aqueduct shutdown

by Frances Marion Platt

R
ESIDENTS OF THE High Falls Water Dis-
trict (HFWD) can now breathe a sigh of re-
lief, knowing that they will have ample clean 
water available when the New York City 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) com-
mences its second shutdown of the Catskill Aqueduct 
this coming autumn. The district, which comprises 
parts of both the Town of Rosendale and the Town 
of Marbletown, normally gets all of its tapwater from 
the aqueduct. The HFWD’s existing water tank had 
enough water stored to get residents through the fall 
2018 phase of the shutdown, but more aggressive mea-
sures will need to be taken during the second phase.

The solution to the impending shutoff  -- expected 
to last as long as ten weeks beginning in October 
2019, and then again a year later -- will be for wa-
ter to be trucked from Rosendale to High Falls. Last 
week the Rosendale Town Board approved three 

resolutions that, paired with corresponding resolu-
tions from their Marbletown counterparts, will make 
the transfer of water possible. Rosendale town su-
pervisor Jeanne Walsh called the actions “the result 
of many years of hard work.”

The fi rst vote was to approve an Intermunicipal 
Agreement (IMA) between the town and the HFWD 
to create the backup system. It replaces a previ-
ous time-limited IMA that had expired. The second 
resolution approved contracts between the Town of 
Rosendale and an engineering fi rm, Brinnier & Lari-

os, PC, and an attorney, Mary Lou Christiana, to over-
see the project. The third vote was to allocate $209,823 
for the purchase of an International tanker truck from 
Navistar International to transport the water from 
Rosendale to High Falls. The selected vehicle has a 
5,000-gallon stainless steel tank, and will remain the 
property of HFWD following completion of the three-
year aqueduct rehabilitation project. Funding for the 
purchase is being provided to HFWD by DEP.

Built from 1907 to 1915, the Catskill Aqueduct is 92 
miles long, carrying water from the Ashokan Res-
ervoir in Ulster County to the Kensico Reservoir in 
Westchester County, and normally supplies about 40 

Rosendale town supervisor 
Jeanne Walsh called the 

actions “the result of many 
years of hard work.”

percent of New York City’s water. It is being cleaned 
and repaired in preparation for a major shutdown 
in 2022 of the Delaware Aqueduct, which begins at 
the Rondout Reservoir in Ulster County. That later $1 
billion project will involve construction of a 2.5-mile 
bypass tunnel 600 feet under the Hudson River from 
Newburgh to Wappinger, replacing an older tunnel 
that has developed signifi cant leaks. Once the bypass 
tunnel is nearly complete, DEP will shut down the Del-
aware Aqueduct for fi ve to eight months to connect up 
the new tunnel on either side of the Hudson River.

To ensure that New York City has an adequate 
continuing supply of water during the Delaware 
Aqueduct shutdown, less radical repairs and clean-
ing are being done to the Catskill Aqueduct. “DEP 
will rehabilitate this 74-mile stretch of the aqueduct 
by cleaning the inside and repairing a number of 
leaks, replacing 36 valves at chambers connected to 
the aqueduct and performing other structural and 
mechanical upgrades to ensure proper function of 
the structure for generations to come,” the agency 
reported in October 2018. “Engineers will visually 
inspect the inside of the aqueduct and use a remote-
operated vehicle to examine two pressurized sec-
tions of the aqueduct that will not be fully drained.”

“Workers this year will also test various methods for 
cleaning the inside of the aqueduct. The most eff ective 
of these methods will be used starting in 2019, when 
DEP will clean the concrete lining inside the aque-
duct.” The agency went on to explain that the Catskill 
Aqueduct’s transmission capacity had been reduced 
over time from 660 million gallons per day to 590 mil-
lion gallons due to “friction inside the conduit.”

The schedule of water releases from the Ashokan 
Reservoir was stepped up during 2018 to draw down 
the stored water, to prevent overfl ows during the 
shutdown period that began in October. Additional 
releases are planned through the remaining two 
years of the project. ++
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Ingrid Heins of Little Light Of Mine Village Candle located at 8 South Chestnut Street in New Paltz.

NEW PALTZ | BUSINESS

by Frances Marion Platt

T
HE VENERABLE WOODSTOCK candle shop 
Candlestock -- celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year -- used to have a second out-
let on Main Street in New Paltz back in the 

1970s, called Candlestock II. It was popular with stu-
dents and weekenders alike; but somewhere along 
the line, the satellite store was closed, and this vil-
lage hasn’t had an emporium devoting itself primar-
ily to candles in the decades since. Does that make 
sense, in a community known for its hippie culture, 
hordes of souvenir-hunting visitors from the Big 
Apple and occasional power outages? Ingrid Heins 
doesn’t think so. “Everybody buys candles,” she 
says. “Everybody likes candles.”

Heins, who lives in Wallkill, chose the former site 
of the Village Cutter, set back behind and just south 
of Bacchus Billiards, to be the headquarters for her 
new business: Little Light of Mine Village Candle. 
The shop offi  cially opened on February 9, with 
hours from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, expected to ex-
pand when the winter weather leaves us. On a nice 
weekend, you’ll fi nd vats of beeswax melting over 
heaters behind the front counter, with wicks weight-
ed and ready for dipping and the proprietor eager to 
guide you through a demonstration of how to make 
taper candles by hand. “I always have the pots on,” 
she says.

The refurbished shop interior bears little resem-
blance to its 35-year history as a hair salon. New 
fl ooring mimics the woodgrain of a traditional coun-
try store, and that atmosphere is liberally reinforced 
by the antique furnishings that display Little Light of 
Mine’s wares. Particularly striking is a cabinet in the 
rear with shelving above and dozens of tiny draw-
ers below, their wooden faces in wildly varying sizes 
and colors of stain. The piece was previously used in 
a hardware store, and Heins says that it took some 
hard bargaining to acquire it for her shop.

“A lot of the furniture in here was my mother’s. 
She had pancreatic cancer and passed away in Au-
gust. It feels like she’s here,” says Heins. “My par-
ents were from Germany. My Mom was a chef who 
opened a restaurant in Washingtonville, Ye Olde Vil-
lage Inn.” Thus Ingrid and her four siblings grew up 
learning the food service business, and she later ran 
a restaurant in Pine Bush for fi ve years called Restau-
rant Repast.

Heins now brings that experience to her newest 
passion: cooking up soy-based candles. “Smell me! 
Open the jars,” invites a sign above the display of her 
specialty items. Each jarred candle is dusted with a 
topping that matches its scent theme: tiny fragments 
of food, herbs and spices, dried fl owers or foraged 
natural items -- even small stones to go with the 
candle “fl avor” that she calls Hiking the Ridge, with 
a sprinkling of parsley to evoke mountain greenery. 
Other selections include Amaretto, Honey Almond 
Oatmeal, Thin Mints, Guardian Angel, Creamsicle, 
April Showers, Apple Pie, Chai Tea, Cup of Joe, Lav-
ender Field, Spring Lilac, Enchanted Island and 
Maine’s Ocean Breezes.

That last scent is a homage to Heins family’s reg-
ular summer trips to the Downeast shore, where 
Ingrid fi rst encountered the business that inspired 
her to take up candlemaking: “a candle shop in Ken-
nebunkport that I fell in love with.” She says that, 
after having spent the last 12 years in corporate jobs, 
she was ready to try to replicate that favorite child-
hood haunt, only closer to home. “After my Mom 
passed, I wanted to do something diff erent -- some-
thing with a little more meaning, something that 

would make people happy,” she says. “Making can-
dles was familiar, because it’s like cooking.”

Amassing stock that she has made herself is taking 
some time. “I started out with a lot of Yankee Candle 
items,” she admits. But she’s working at increasing 
more locally sourced products -- not only candles, 
holders and other accessories, but also handmade 
jewelry, soaps with names like Shawangunk Sunset 
from Accord-based Heart & Arrow and other giftware 
items. Her fanciest carved candles come from an 
artisan in Pennsylvania. Rustic bluebird houses are 
made by Heins’ husband. Candleholders are avail-
able in a bewildering array of materials, from tradi-
tional brass and wrought iron to ceramics, turned 
wood, painted glass and carved-out chunks of agate 
and Himalayan pink salt. Country-style home décor 
is also prominently displayed, and Heins says that 
her corner devoted to Christmas ornaments will be a 
year-round feature -- just as it was in that little candle 
shop in Maine.

She likes to assemble fancy gift “baskets” with a 
selection of products in repurposed antique con-
tainers, including vintage candy and cookie tins and 
the coated paper cylinders in which ice cream was 

sold in the early years of the 20th century. Some 
are themed for the bath, for housewarmings, for 
holidays, for romance; the deluxe Happy Anniver-
sary Tin of Love ($72) is a large oval container that 
includes soaps, bath salts and a variety of diff erent 
types of candles, some heart- or fl ower-shaped, 
some designed to fl oat -- all topped off  by a choco-
late rose.

Perhaps the most eyecatching of all is the large ta-
ble display of stocking-stuff er-sized tealight candles 
in whimsical shapes such as fl owers and seashells. 
Just try to walk out of the store without taking home 
a selection of lifelike tiny wax cacti of diff ering spe-
cies. You can even buy a glass terrarium in which 
to arrange them, like the ones hanging in the front 
window. It’s easy to see why Ingrid Heins says, “This 
is my happy place now.”

Little Light of Mine Village Candle is located at 8 
South Chestnut Street (Route 208) and boasts that 
rare and precious downtown New Paltz commodity, 
off -street parking. It’s open seven days a week, cur-
rently from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. To learn more, call (845) 
800-1819 or visit www.facebook.com/little-light-of-
mine-village-candle. ++

Wax rhapsodic
Little Light of Mine Village Candle now open in New Paltz
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ROSENDALE | PEOPLE

by Sharyn Flanagan

“F
AIL YOUR WAY to the top” is a concept 
championed by the corporate world 
in recent years. But that philosophy 
applies to the arts, too, and is one that 

local musician and fi lmmaker Danny Asis says he 
lives by. “My mentality, with music, with fi lms, is just 
‘put it out.’ When it’s over, then on to the next. I’m 
not scared to put anything out there, because I’ve 
failed so many times, and I needed those failures. 
They’re what brought me to where I am now.”

Asis grew up in Flushing, Queens. Currently a resi-
dent of Rosendale, he came to New Paltz a decade 
or so ago when he moved up from the city to attend 
SUNY New Paltz and stayed. “This area is so amaz-
ing; I just fell in love with it. There are so many cre-
ative people in all of the Hudson Valley, but especial-
ly New Paltz. I grew up in the city and was around 
creativity all my life, but there’s literally something 
magical about this area.”

Three weeks after graduating from the college, 
where he majored in radio and television produc-
tion, Asis signed on as guitarist for the Lara Hope-
fronted rock ‘n’ roll/punk band, “Tiger Piss.” The band 
did pretty well for themselves, making a name on the 
local scene, recording two EPs and one full-length re-
cord and doing ten national tours in their years togeth-
er. “Being on the road was an awesome experience,” 
Asis says, “and I would never take that back, but I al-
ways had the dream of scoring fi lms.”

Besides, piano is where his heart is. “That’s my real 
passion. I played guitar in a band, but when I play pi-
ano, there’s something there that feels otherworldly. I 
don’t know what it is, but it’s emotional to me.”

College was never in his original plans, Asis says; 
he only enrolled after striking a deal with his mom 
to fi nish school before pursuing anything in music. 
That was a good call in more than one way, as it 
turned out, because attending SUNY New Paltz led 
to a pivotal connection with media professor, Grego-
ry Bray, who is also a fi lmmaker.

Years later, Bray contacted his former student to 
ask if “Tiger Piss” would appear in a fi lm he was 
making locally. The band appeared in the opening 
scene of the movie, but Asis kept in touch with the 

director throughout the fi lming. “And when he had a 
soft showing of the edited movie for audience feed-
back, the fi rst thing he [Bray] said was that there was 
no score for the fi lm yet. I went home and messaged 
him, ‘Do you have anyone doing this? I’d like to do 
it…’ Six days later, he messaged back, ‘yeah.’ So that 
was a pinnacle point in my life.”

Asis says he knew he had the musical confi dence to 
do the scoring, but wasn’t sure he had the technical 
skills. “I got to the studio, and literally didn’t know 
how to turn on the program. After the fi rst week, I 
was so close to quitting, thinking, ‘I don’t know what 
I’m doing.’ Even though I went to school and knew 
layering and Pro Tools, it was a lot of pressure.” 

After a few months of working 12- to 14-hours at 
a time in the studio, Asis taught himself how to use 
the equipment. Liner Notes was released in 2016, 
chronicling the story of a young barista who upon 
her father’s death convinces his former guitarist -- a 
middle-aged math teacher who left the music scene 
years earlier -- to take a road trip with her to her 
father’s gravesite. The fi lm was an offi  cial selection 
at the Woodstock Film Festival, an Audience Award 
fi nalist at the Hoboken Film Festival and may cur-
rently be viewed on Amazon Prime.

Asis, who doesn’t read music, composed the mu-
sic for Liner Notes and played all the instruments on 
the score. Since then, he’s been composing for his 
own fi lms. “I knew I wanted to score fi lms and didn’t 
want to wait around to be asked, so I started making 
my own,” he says.

The music is often worked on in partnership with 
cellist Joshua Kopit. Asis collaborates on the fi lmmak-
ing with another former student of Professor Bray’s, 
cinematographer and director Allyson Ferrara. “I’d 
known Allyson as an acquaintance for years, and we 
basically started making short fi lms together here 
and there; we each have our strengths.” The two 
also make music videos for local bands.

Last year Ferrara came up with the idea to create 
a New Paltz-based fi lm festival for short fi lms, to cre-
ate a forum for local fi lmmakers to showcase their 
work. She and Asis took the idea to Theresa Fall, 
event organizer at Water Street Market, and last Au-
gust “A Night of New Paltz Shorts” was featured in 
the Monday night outdoor summer movie series in 

the courtyard.
The evening presented two hours of fi lms as short 

as one minute in length up to 20 minutes long. “Hun-
dreds of people showed up… there was literally not 
enough room for everyone,” says Asis. “I was told 
it was the best turnout of the entire series. It made 
us feel great, and we got a lot of ‘thank yous’ from 
the local fi lmmakers. You can put fi lms out on social 
media, but where else can you show them like this? 
When we started, we were worried that we wouldn’t 
have enough content for the whole night, but we 
ended up with over eight hours of submissions.”

The event will return to New Paltz in 2019, but 
at a diff erent time of year and at a venue still to-be-
determined. “We’d like to fi nd something indoors,” 
says Asis, “so it can’t get rained out. And we’d like to 
involve SUNY fi lm students, so we want to wait until 
September, since a lot of students go home for the 
summer.” The event will also be renamed the New 
Paltz Short Film Festival, and eventually, perhaps, 
simply “The New Paltz Film Festival,” opening it up 
to features and documentaries, as well.

Last year Asis scored the music for an off -Broadway 
play, Glory Be Columbia, based on America’s oldest 
surviving passenger steamer, the S.S. Columbia. The 
Detroit-based vessel has been a preservation project 
for years, with the eventual plan to convert it to a fl oat-
ing mobile museum going up and down the Hudson. 
The play was co-written by Aaron Asis, Danny’s older 
brother and a visual artist who does installations in-
fl uenced by urban phenomena. Currently the two are 
working on a documentary about abandoned urban 
places, with Danny doing the scoring.

Another ongoing project is a short fi lm that may 
or may not end up serving as inspiration for the co-
playwright of Glory Be Columbia, Justin Rivers, to 
base a stage musical on. But even if that doesn’t hap-
pen, says Asis, “Worse comes to worst, I’ll still end 
up with a cool movie.” 

Ferrara will direct the fi lm that Asis is co-writing 
with a partner. Utilizing local talent is a big part of 
what he enjoys about the fi lmmaking process, he 
says. “The thing I’m excited about is just involving 
everyone and working with a lot of fun, amazing and 
very professional people. It’s been three years now 
since I ‘got on this train,’ and I love it.” ++

Creative collaborations
Local musician Danny Asis turns his talents to music scoring for fi lm and fi lmmaking

LAUREN THOMAS

Musician and filmmaker Danny Asis.
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by Geddy Sveikauskas

I
S THE WOODSTOCK Festival history yet? One 
apocryphal rule is that something becomes his-
tory when a historian writes a history about it. 
Presidential historian Douglas Brinkley will be 

the keynote speaker at a June 13 and 14 Marist Col-
lege conference entitled “1969: When Woodstock 
Changed the World.” 

Marist’s conference is being billed as the defi nitive 
— and perhaps only — academic conference on this 
anniversary. Sounds to me like the poor old festival 
is history, all right, and these folks are going to pro-
vide a context for it.

What did it mean? How did the 1960s change the 
world? All events at the two-day Marist gathering are 
open to the public, but registration is required. The 
conference fee of $50 includes some meals and an 
invite to the closing reception.

I don’t want to fake you out
Take or shake or forsake you out
I ain’t lookin’ for you to feel like me
See like me or be like me
All I really want to do
Is, baby, be friends with you.
        -- Lyrics from It Ain’t Me, Babe
        in “Another Side of Bob Dylan,” 1964 
In 1964, fi ve years before the famous festival, 

American culture was still cautious, conformist and 
conservative. The world of LSD was a much smaller 
place then than it later became. But the times, they 
were a’changin’.

Many of the people I knew had more than a pass-
ing interest in all things psychedelic. We favored the 
less restrictive, more experiential way of being that 
seemed to us to be promising. My friends and I were 
listening at the time to Another Side of Bob Dylan, 
the album before Highway 61 Revisited. “Those are 
wonderful, wise lyrics,” I still remember my friend 
Belle Rodd telling me as she placed it on her record 
player at her apartment on lower Fifth Avenue. “But 
he sounds so unhappy.”

I’ve never before written about the weekend that 
year that I dropped acid with Timothy Leary at a no-
torious Millbrook commune. Since that accomplish-
ment, such as it was, is safely part of history now, 
however, I may as well.

It was in the mid-1960s. I was living on Sullivan 
Street in the South Village and used to hang out with 
friends on sunny spring days at the chess tables in 
Washington Square Park. A couple of people in our 
group had taken LSD that came straight from San-
doz, its Swiss manufacturer. It was the real thing, 
not cut with speed or anything else. I took a few 
acid trips and sampled other psychedelia in vari-
ous Greenwich Village apartments, and felt I gained 
a lot from the mind-bending experiences. The dark 
tales being circulated at that time about the evils of 
drugs were only one side of the story. My friends and 
I were pioneers, as I saw it, in the endless search for 
human self-discovery. 

Belle knew Peggy Hitchcock, a very wealthy young 
woman who with her brother Billy owned this ram-
bling old Millbrook estate being used as a commune. 
Timothy Leary of the League for Spiritual Discovery, 
defrocked Harvard professor and bête noire for Life 
Magazine and other mainstream publications, was 
living there. Did I want to go up there one weekend? 
Yes, I was interested.

We drove through the gate into a park-like setting 
up to the Big House. Three groups were in residence: 
the League folks surrounding Leary; the members of 
the New York Yoga Society, devotees of Dr. Rama-
murti Mishra of Ananda Ashram; and a group of ir-
regulars surrounding a guy named Bill Haines, an 
odd mix of drill sergeant and mother hen.

Some of the people were already tripping when 
we drove through the gate into a park-like setting up 
to the Big House. We joined them. I kept mostly to 
myself that night, watching the interactions among 
the score or so of people in the Big House and be-
coming absorbed in sights and sounds to which I felt 
I had never paid suffi  cient attention. Leary kept him-
self occupied with others.

In the morning a bunch of us in a station wagon 
including Leary and a gangling young man who was 
with him drove into the village and had breakfast 
at the Millbrook Diner. We drove toward the city 
and ended up taking a subway downtown from the 
Bronx. The sight of Leary and the young man with 
him sitting in a subway car chewing the meat off  a 
massive T-bone steak brought with them from Mill-
brook was as surreal as anything I had experienced 
the previous evening. The other riders regarded the 
two meat-eaters with little interest. I got off  at the As-
tor Place station and walked back to my apartment 
on Sullivan Street. 

That was 55 years ago.    
You're history
Like a worn-out shoe
My enemy
You're nothing new
You're history
You're history
Ooh-ooh-ooh
You're history
Like a beat up car
No good for me
Like an old fi lm star
You're history
You're history
Na na na na
            -- Shakespears Sister lyrics, 1989 
“With the site of Woodstock essentially in our 

backyard, it is fi tting for Marist to take the helm on 

an event like this,” said Marist president David Yel-
len in the press release announcing the June event. 
“This conference curates key historical milestones 
to fully examine the circumstances that culminated 
in the unprecedented three-day concert that was the 
Woodstock Music Festival.”

The Hudson River Valley Institute (HRVI) at Marist 
is the Marist lead organizer, working in collaboration 
with The Museum at Bethel Woods and the New York 
State Museum offi  ce of state history. “Looking at this 
historic event through the lens of social movements 
has allowed us to construct panels that explore the 
impact of that transformative decade, the 1960s, and 
its most memorable event, the Woodstock Music Fes-
tival,” noted Dr. Thomas Wermuth, director of HRVI.

“This is not strictly a scholarly endeavor,” ex-
plained Dr. James M. Johnson, a military historian 
and executive director of HRVI, in the same press 
release. “The events planned do off er something 
for everyone: those who attended Woodstock, those 
who want to learn more about the 1960s, and any-
one with an interest in the social movements of that 
time and how they impact life and politics today.” 

The conference will explore the social history of 
the tumultuous decade. Events will include a by-reg-
istration-only $30 fi eld trip to Bethel Woods (where 
a special exhibit examines what the youth of 1969 
wanted for the world, placed in the context of the 
societal impacts that followed), panel discussions on 
the Vietnam war, civil rights and feminism; the key-
note lecture by Brinkley; and panels on 1960s music 
and communal living.

New York State historian Devin Lander is modera-
tor and presenter at that last back-to-the-land ses-
sion. Kate Daloz, who grew up in a geodesic dome in 
Vermont, and Sally Dwyer-McNulty, a Marist history 
professor with an interest in the Catholic Worker 
farm in Tivoli, are panelists. Lander has been doing 
research on and has written papers about the Mill-
brook commune.

I’m history, like a worn-out shoe. ++
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Print is dead, right? Wrong. Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print because it’s easier to 
focus. Fewer distractions. The web is great for breaking 
news bytes, but our in-depth stories are best consumed 
in print. We only write about Saugerties, so every issue 
is bound to contain something you didn’t know about 
your community. You lose that sense of discovery on 
the web, where you’re less likely to happen on some-
thing you weren’t looking for. And while our website is 
too primitive for such things, many sites collect brows-
ing data for advertising. Our ads would never be so 
presumptious. We print on recycled paper when possi-
ble, so it’s sustainable—and accessible to those without 
the Internet or iPads.  ULSTER PUBLISHING
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COUNTY | NOTES

Friends of Gardiner Article 78 
lawsuit challenges Heartwood 
project

The citizens’ group Friends of Gardiner, claiming 
to represent more than 300 Gardinerites, has fi led 
an Article 78 legal action against the Town of Gar-
diner challenging the approval on January 17 of the 
special permit, site plan and subdivision request for 
the Heartwood project in Tuthilltown. The group 
describes Heartwood as “an expansive and intrusive 
lodging facility, restaurant and wedding resort in a 
quiet, rural and ecologically sensitive location” and 
contends that “the plan violates numerous laws.”

Concerns about the project cited by the Friends 
group include “the size and intensity of the Resort 
proposal and the impacts it would have, including 
noise and nuisance, groundwater depletion and de-
struction of wildlife habitat.” The litigants contend 
that the project is not in compliance with the Town 
Code and is ineligible for a special permit.

The language of the lawsuit equates the construc-
tion proposed for the resort with residential de-
velopment rather than as a lodging facility, as con-
strued by the town. Within the rural agricultural 
(RA) zoning district, the critics argue, “Residential 
subdivision is allowed with lots of at least fi ve acres.  
For a parcel the size of the 141-acre subject proper-
ty, that would equate to a maximum of 28 homes…
the project could not qualify for a special permit 
unless it could prove to have no greater impact on 
the surrounding neighborhood than an allowed de-
velopment.” It aggregates the square footage of all 
the buildings planned for the site at “48,123 feet of 
nonresidential structures, arguing that this exceeds 
the 6,000-square-foot “maximum footprint for non-
residential structures” per the Town Code.

The Article 78 action goes on to contend, “Restau-
rants are not permitted in the RA district unless it is 
either in connection with agricultural use, or is an 
adaptive reuse of existing buildings. The restaurant 
proposed by the developer and approved by the 
Planning Board meets neither of these criteria.” The 
Friends lawsuit alleges setbacks between cabins and 
the Shawangunk Kill streambank to be noncompli-
ant as well. It calls water testing for the project “in-
complete and illegitimate” and noise studies “inad-
equate.” The potential for the land included under 
an agricultural easement to be used for unspecifi ed 
commercial activities also came in for criticism.

 -- Frances Marion Platt

Ryan versus Hayes for county exec

Democrat Patrick Ryan will have an opponent in 
an April 30 special election for county executive af-
ter Republicans made an eleventh-hour nomination 
this week to secure on a spot on the ballot. On March 
11, the fi nal day for nominations for the special elec-
tion, GOP offi  cials fi led a certifi cate of nomination 
naming Jack Hayes as the party’s candidate. Hayes 

is chairman of the county’s Conservative Party and 
has also served stints as Gardiner town supervisor 
and a county legislator. He serves on the board of the 
Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency.

Hayes’ nomination comes after Republicans failed 
to fi eld a candidate at their Feb. 23 convention. 
Hayes will face Ryan, a 36 year-old Gardiner resident 
and former Army offi  cer. Ryan, who left the Army 
for a career developing intelligence software for the 
military and law enforcement, was previously a can-
didate for the Democratic nomination for the 19th 
Congressional District. 

Ulster County Republican Committee Chairman 
Roger Rascoe said that he hoped voters would re-
spond to Hayes’ experience in government against 
an opponent who has never held elected offi  ce. 
“What he has going for him is experience and quali-
fi cations that his opponent doesn’t,” Rascoe said.

In a press release Monday, Ryan welcomed Hayes 
to the race. “Ulster County deserves a decisive lead-
er who is ready to put in the work. That’s what I’ve 
been doing since day one — listening to residents, 
attending community events, and traveling to every 
part of our county,” Ryan stated. “The Republican 
Party has spent the last nine weeks searching for a 
candidate to even commit to run.”

Feds target gun thieves

Thieves who targeted two local gun stores last 
month are now in the crosshairs of a federal investiga-
tion. On March 8, the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives announced a $5000 reward 
for information leading to the arrest and conviction 
of the thieves who burglarized two federally licensed 
fi rearms dealer in the Town of Ulster in late February. 

According to police, the fi rst incident occurred 
on Feb. 23 around 1:30 when two people broke into 
Ruger’s Custom Guns at 1050 Morton Boulevard and 
made off  with a long gun. Four days later, burglars 
struck Safeshoot, an indoor shooting range and gun 
shop at 10 Kieff er Lane. In that incident, the thieves 
made off  with two handguns and a quantity of am-
munition. Cops believe the two burglaries may be 
related. Police suspect that the same burglary crew 
may be behind a February 22 beak-in at a residence 
in Kingston that netted additional fi rearms. 

Theft of a fi rearm from a federally licensed gun 
dealer is a federal crime punishable by up to ten 
years in prison. The agency’s Albany fi eld offi  ce is 
working with Town of Ulster and Kingston police 
on the investigation. ATF offi  cials said that the re-
ward was off ered as part of a partnership between the 
agency and the National Shooting Sports Foundation 
to target theft from licensed gun dealers. In 2017 there 
were fi ve burglaries, accounting for 102 fi rearms at li-
censed gun shops in New York State. “We want to get 
these individuals in pocket as soon as possible,” said 
ATF spokesman Matthew Fleming. “Because we don’t 
want to see innocent people get hurt.”

Anyone with information about the incidents 
should contact ATF at 188-ATF-GUNS (888-283-
4867), the Ulster Police Department at 382-1111, the 
Kingston Police Department at 331-1671, or email AT-
FTips@atf.gov. All tips will remain confi dential.

 -- Jesse J. Smith

Norwegian Air grounds jets

Norwegian Air, which makes daily fl ights out of 
Stewart Airport in Newburgh to European destina-
tions, decided Monday to suspend fl ying “until fur-
ther notice” its Boeing 737 MAX 8 passenger jets 
following the crash the previous day of a MAX 8 
operated by Ethiopian Air. Last year a plane of the 
same model operated by Lion Air crashed in Indo-
nesia. 

Ethiopia, China and Indonesia have grounded 
their MAX 8s, and other national airlines are expect-
ed to ground their fl ights.

“We will do our utmost to minimise the impact on 
our passengers, through re-bookings, optimisation 
of other aircraft types, and utilisation of our exist-
ing fl ight program,” the airline stated on its website 
Monday, noting that the airline will reach out to af-
fected passengers.

Norwegian Air had 18 MAX jets in its fl eet of 164 
aircraft at the end of 2018 and is expected to take 
delivery of dozens more in coming years, taking the 
total to more than 70 by the end of 2021, the com-
pany has said in recent announcements. 

In the next few weeks, Boeing is expected to install 
fi xes on software controls on all MAX 8s which will 
give pilots more direct control over the planes. In 
November Boeing issued a bulletin advising airline 
operators how to address erroneous cockpit read-
ings. It pointed to operators’ need “to address cir-
cumstances where there is erroneous input from an 
AOA sensor,” a Boeing statement said. 

The FAA later issued a directive that advised pilots 
about how to respond to similar problems. 

The luck of the Irish

A Saugerties man faces misdemeanor charges af-
ter he allegedly drove onto the race course during 
Kingston’s annual Shamrock Run on Sunday, March 
10 and resisted police eff orts to remove him from his 
vehicle. Kingston police say the incident occurred 
around 1:15 p.m. while the Shamrock Run was under 
way and Broadway was closed to vehicular traffi  c. 

According to police, David Roy Cardell, 75, drove 
his 2013 Chevy pickup truck from the parking lot of 
the Burger King at the corner of East Chester Street 
onto Broadway, nearly striking several runners. 
When police approached Cardell’s vehicle, police 
said, he ignored commands to turn off  the engine 
and get out of the truck. An offi  cer reached through 
the driver’s side window to grab the keys from the ig-
nition, police said, but couldn’t remove Cardell from 
the truck because he had locked the doors. Offi  cers 
eventually broke the passenger-side window to enter 
the truck and remove Cardell, police said. 

Cardell was charged with misdemeanor counts of 
reckless driving, reckless endangerment, resisting 
arrest and obstructing governmental administra-
tion. He was released with tickets and ordered to 
appear in Kingston city court on Monday, March 18.

 -- Jesse J. Smith

A clinic for Phoenicia

Medical Associates of the Hudson Valley (MAHV), 
which maintains offi  ces in Kingston, Woodstock and 
Poughkeepsie, will open a branch in Phoenicia at 
the town-owned building that used to house a clinic 
on Ava Maria Drive, across from the post offi  ce. On 
March 4, the Shandaken town board voted unani-
mously to sign an initial lease agreement with MAHV 
for fi ve years. 

“It’s an association of about 18 doctors,” said town 
supervisor Rob Stanley, “not corporate like others. 
They've taken the group away from that model.” 
Large corporations such as HealthQuest, which 
bought Maverick Family Health in Boiceville, and 
Westchester Medical Center, owner of hospitals in 
Kingston and Margaretville, have aggregated health 
services in recent years, but MAHV is independent.

The lease provides the building rent-free until the 
new tenants can get their equipment installed; MAHV 
plans to invest about $50,000 of its own money into 
the structure. The town also has to complete construc-
tion work before the move-in. Once a spec sheet has 
been formulated, the town will seek bids for the work.

Stanley said the offi  ce would start with a small full-
time staff , rotating specialists at the site as needed. 
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The practice currently includes internists, nurse 
practitioners, family doctors, a geriatrician, a gyne-
cologist, infectious disease specialists, a rheumatol-
ogist, a surgeon, a dietitian and an allergist. 

The lease provides for rent of $300 per month 
for the fi rst year, rising gradually to $700 in the fi fth 
year. “The town has the right to negotiate if it’s going 
really well,” said Stanley, “but we want to see them 
get established. It's not easy to get a medical busi-
ness going.”

Know your rights, tenants!

Tenants can face many problems — not enough 
heat or hot water, maintenance issues and landlords 
trying to get them to move out after they bring those 
issues to the landlord’s attention. Legal Services of 
the Hudson Valley will have two attorneys on hand 
to explain tenant rights and how they can represent 
themselves in court from 1 to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 23, at the Kirkland Building at 289 Fair Street 

in Uptown Kingston. The forum is sponsored by The 
League of Women Voters of the Mid-Hudson Region; 
Rupco has donated the meeting space.

No reservations are required. There will be ample 
time for questions and answers. For more informa-
tion, call 340-2003.

None hurt in Saugerties blaze

A piece of equipment started a fi re Wednesday, 
March 9 at 48 Post Street in the village of Saugerties, 
fi refi ghters said. No one was injured. According to 
the Saugerties Fire Department, fi refi ghters were 
dispatched to the scene at 9 a.m. and found the 
structure “consumed with heavy smoke and fi re.” 

It took fi refi ghters about two hours to put it out; all 
apparatus was back in service by 12:30 p.m. Investiga-
tors found that a piece of equipment used by workers 
in the building caused the blaze.
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judge — and six vacancies on the legislature ballot. 
GOP Chairman Roger Rascoe indicated last week 
that they expected to fi eld a candidate for the April 
30 county executive special election, and the Repub-
licans made an eleventh-hour nomination this week 
to secure a spot on the ballot. On March 11, the fi nal 
day for nominations for the special election, GOP of-
fi cials fi led a certifi cate of nomination naming Jack 
Hayes as the party’s candidate. Hayes is chairman of 
the county’s Conservative Party and has also served 
stints as Gardiner town supervisor and a county leg-
islator. He serves on the board of the Ulster County 
Resource Recovery Agency.

 The City of Kingston Republican Committee put 
forth just two names for 13 elected offi  ces up for 
grabs in November — incumbent District 7 Legisla-
tor Brian Woltman for re-election and businessman 
Vince Rua for mayor. Rua would, within hours, de-
cline the nomination, citing the lack of a Republican 
slate to run with.

The contrast between the two conventions marks 
the culmination of a decades-long decline of Ulster 
County’s Republican Party driven by demographic 
changes, the rightward drift of the GOP on the na-
tional level and, more recently, hyper-partisanship 
driven by the election of President Donald J. Trump.

“All of those [Republicans] who cared, who spent 
their careers here and built businesses here have 
packed up and moved,” said Town of Ulster Super-
visor James Quigley III. Quigley was a favorite to 
head up Republicans’ 2019 ticket as a candidate for 
county executive. But he declined to run in part be-
cause, he said, he believes the party no longer has a 
path to victory in countywide elections. “The ones 
who have stayed are just beaten down. They have 
the same attitude I do, why would I want to expose 
myself to getting kicked in the nuts?”

In 1996, Republicans enjoyed a 4,000-vote margin 
over Democrats in Ulster County, while voters not 
enrolled in any party made up a plurality of the elec-
torate. By the turn of the century, the pendulum had 

Endangered elephants
Continued from page 1) 

swung and Democrats held a small lead. That pen-
dulum would continue to swing through the admin-
istration of George W. Bush, with both major parties 
at various times holding margins of a few thousand 
while non-party-enrolled voters made up the largest 
share of voters.

The trend in favor of Democrats began to acceler-
ate during the Obama administration. By 2010, the 
party had surged ahead, with 37,229 registered voters 
compared to 33,408 non-party-enrolled and 29,409 
Republicans. Those numbers remained largely un-
changed in 2015. Then came the Trump’s election 
and with it, a cascade of new Democratic Party en-

rollment. As of last month, there were 46,877 Demo-
crats, 33,401 non-party-enrolled voters and 28,228 
Republicans in Ulster County. Those numbers, said 
former Kingston alderman Tom Hoff ay, who chaired 
the Ulster County Democratic Committee through 
much of the 1990s, represent a daunting obstacle to 
any Republican seeking countywide offi  ce.

“Just do the math,” said Hoff ay. “If you’re a Demo-
crat you just have to get all of your people out — now 
that doesn’t always happen — but if you do, you only 
need less than 50 percent of the non-enrolleds. If 

you’re a Republican you need to get all of your peo-
ple out and get 60 percent of the non-enrolleds.”

Rock-ribbed Republican no more
Experts say a number of factors are driving the 

Democrats ascendance in Ulster County and other 
once reliably red parts of the Hudson Valley. A ma-
jor reason is the northward expansion of the New 
York City metropolitan region. As long established 
Hudson Valley residents die or move out, their re-
placements increasingly have roots in more liberal 
downstate communities. Hoff ay recalls a concerted 
eff ort by Ulster County Democrats in the 1990s to 
get second-homeowners and recent transplants to 
participate in local politics. A 1992 court decision 
opened the way for students at SUNY New Paltz to 
vote locally, turning once reliably Republican New 
Paltz into a Democratic bastion. Increased migration 
from downstate after the 9/11 terror attacks and the 
rise of telecommuting accelerated the trend.

“The 1990s is when it really began to change,” said 
Hoff ay. “The whole Route 209 corridor started fl ip-
ping back and forth between Democrats and Repub-
licans. Places that had never really been competitive 
suddenly became competitive.”

Gerald Benjamin, a professor and dean at SUNY 
New Paltz who has spent decades studying and writ-
ing about New York State politics said that along 
with demographic changes, the rightward tilt of the 
Republican Party had hurt the party’s prospects in 
places like New York. The old breed of New York 
Republicans, focused on fi scal discipline over hot-
button social issues, increasingly found themselves 
in the wilderness in the party of Trump.

“The party has to create room for a place like New 
York that has room for center-right politics but not 
far-right politics,” said Benjamin.

Trump motivates Dems
John Faso knows about the Trump eff ect fi rsthand. 

The 66-year-old Kinderhook resident and onetime 
state Assembly minority leader was elected to Con-
gress in 2016 to represent the 19th Congressional 
District, an 11-county swath of upstate New York that 
includes Ulster County. Despite eff orts to distance 
himself from Trump’s brand of hard-edged Republi-
canism, Faso found himself beset, virtually from the 
moment he took offi  ce, by an energized Democratic 
Party base. Protestors rallied outside his offi  ce on 
Broadway in Kingston every Friday for the duration 
of his term. Other activists staged a sit-in at his Kin-
derhook offi  ce. When Democrats sought a candidate 
to take him on in the 2018 midterm elections, seven 
people stepped forward for a hotly contested pri-
mary that drew a record turnout. The winner of that 
primary, Antonio Delgado, would go on to beat Faso 
in the general election buoyed by massive turnout 
among Ulster County Democrats. 

Shortly after the election Trump sent out a Tweet 
blaming Faso’s failure to wholeheartedly embrace 
his administration for the congressman’s defeat, 
an analysis that Faso rejects. Instead, Faso blames 
Trump for tarnishing the GOP brand in moderate 
swing districts, where Republicans suff ered major 
losses in the midterms helping to deliver the House 
of Representatives to Democrats.

“[Trump] was a major factor in my loss, but also in 
our loss of the House. We lost 40 seats and at least 30 
of them were in more moderate districts like mine,” 
said Faso. “There is a level of activism on the Demo-
cratic side that is a direct response to the election of 
President Trump.”

In Ulster County, that activism has taken the 
form of a swelling voter enrollment and what Ulster 
County Democratic Committee Chairman Frank Car-
dinale called an unprecedented level of activism by 
committee members and rank and fi le Democrats. 
Town committees, which once struggled to fi ll va-
cancies, now have waiting lists. “Indivisible” groups 
formed after the 2016 election to supplement the 
committees, providing increasingly well-seasoned 
volunteers for phone-banking, canvassing and other 
boots-on-the-ground campaign work. 

“The energy level of the town committees and the 
Indivisible groups is just incredible,” said Cardinale. 
“I’ve never seen anything like it before.”

Democrats’ new dominance in Ulster County was 
on full display in the 2018 elections. Democratic 
candidates for the state Senate representing parts of 
Ulster County fl ipped two Republican districts, help-
ing Democrats take control of the body for the fi rst 
time in decades.

“Just do the math,” said 
Tom Hoff ay, former county 

Democratic chairman. “If 
you’re a Democrat [running 

for offi  ce] you just have to 
get all of your people out 

— now that doesn’t always 
happen — but if you do, 

you only need less than 50 
percent of the

non-enrolleds.”
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As the party grows stronger in Ulster County, it has 
also become more ideologically driven. Nothing il-
lustrates that trend more that the victory of Ulster 
County Sheriff  Juan Figueroa over longtime incum-
bent Paul VanBlarcum. VanBlarcum, a Democrat, 
served in the sheriff ’s offi  ce for 43 years and was 
elected to the top post in 2007. For his last four-year 
term he was cross-endorsed by Democrats, Republi-
cans and the Conservative Party for what was largely 
seen as a non-political post.

In 2017, VanBlarcum traveled to Washington D.C. 
for Law Enforcement Memorial Week. During the 
visit he had his photograph taken with Trump in the 
Oval Offi  ce. That photo, along with an earlier social 
media post calling on pistol permit holders to carry 
their weapons to promote public safety and another 
criticizing NFL players who kneel during the nation-
al anthem, unleashed a tide of anger at the erstwhile 
Democratic sheriff . Figueroa, who positioned him-
self as a progressive criminal justice reformer, was 
able to ride that tide to victory, fi rst in a Democratic 
primary then, after VanBlarcum secured the Repub-
lican and Conservative Party lines, in the general 
election.

“That was a warning sign that things have changed 
in Ulster County,” said Hoff ay. “Simply beating the 

drum on ‘I’m tough on crime’ is not enough.”
That fi ltering down of ideologically driven politics 

from the national level to local elections threatens 
the last GOP strongholds in Ulster County — the 
County Legislature and the elected bodies of 20 
towns and the City of Kingston.  Five of those 20 
towns are governed by a solid Republican major-
ity; three and the City of Kingston are solidly Demo-
cratic. The remaining are represented by a mix of 
Republicans, Democrats and non-enrolled offi  cials. 
Republicans hold 11 of 23 seats on the County legisla-
ture, the county clerk’s offi  ce, the District Attorney’s 
Offi  ce and the county judgeship. 

A blue future
But cross endorsements for what were once 

viewed as essentially non-partisan posts have be-
come increasingly rare as Democrats fi nd them-
selves with a surplus of eager candidates and voters 
and candidates alike increasingly shy away from as-
sociation with the GOP brand. Two Republican in-
cumbents, DA Holley Carnright and County Court 
Judge Donald Williams, will not seek re-election this 
year. Others, like Quigley, say they’re reluctant to 
run in such a hyper-partisan environment.

“The atmosphere has become so toxic a lot of peo-
ple are just saying to hell with it,” said Quigley. “If 
you vote against someone who is competent and ex-
perienced just because they have an ‘R’ next to their 
name on the ballot, you deserve to get a tax increase 

‘If you vote against someone 
who is competent and 

experienced just because 
they have an ‘R’ next to their 

name on the ballot, you 
deserve to get a tax increase 

that you can’t aff ord,” said 
Ulster Town Supervisor 

James Quigley III.

that you can’t aff ord.” 
Benjamin believes the path out of the wilderness 

for New York Republicans will be long and diffi  cult. 
He said the erosion of the party’s base has been so 
complete that it has left party leaders with little to 
build on. Without a foothold in statewide offi  ce, 
Benjamin said, the party has lost a traditional train-
ing ground for up-and-coming politicians. Benjamin 
credited strong party organizations in Orange and 
Dutchess counties with preserving the GOP’s footing 
in the Hudson Valley, but added that Democrats are 
making gains in both places.

“It’s a tall order,” said Benjamin. “It’s a decades-
long process to rebuild after you’ve lost your base.” 

Republicans best hope for a return to viability 
might lay with Democrats and the hubris and fac-

tionalism that often accompanies one-party rule. 
Faso noted fi ssures had already begun to appear 
between Gov. Andrew Cuomo and Democrats in the 
legislature over the loss of New York City’s deal with 
e-retail giant Amazon. Similar frictions between a 
new breed of ultra-progressives and traditional Dem-
ocrats are playing out on local committees across the 
country. Faso predicted that the policies of an un-
bridled Democratic base would inevitably swing too 
far left for many voters, thereby creating room for a 
Republican rebound.

“Clearly Democrats are more motivated right now, 
just like Republicans were more motivated in 2010,” 
said Faso. “They are in a dominant position right 
now, but their policies are going to drive people away 
and a more traditional equilibrium will return.” ++

The New Paltz Times is Moving!
As of April 1, the New Paltz Times will relocate 

to Ulster Publishing’s main office, located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.

Our business, including website, e-mail and telephones, will be fully operational during  

the moving process, and you will not experience any changes in editorial coverage  

or paper delivery during or after this transition.

Please update your records  

with our new contact information:

New Paltz Times

P.O. Box 3329

Kingston, NY 12402

Telephone: 334-8200 

Fax: 334-8202

Website: www.hudsonvalleyone.com

E-mail: 
As usual, please e-mail story ideas, letters to the 

editor, news releases, school news, social notes and 

other local editorial submissions to newpaltztimes@

ulsterpublishing.com, attention Debbie Alexsa, 

Managing Editor.

To inquire about display advertising in the New Paltz 

Times, e-mail Pam Courselle at pam@ulsterpublishing.

com, call 334-8200 or fax 334-8202. To place 

a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@

ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201. Please send legal 

notices to dale@ulsterpublishing.com.

Spring Home Improvement
Ulster Publishing Special Section 

As winter turns to spring, the Hudson Valley homeowner's mind turns to thoughts of home 
improvement. Home Hudson Valley: Spring Home Improvement issue is packed with 100-per-
cent local articles and photos on a huge variety of topics. Every page of Home Hudson Valley 
features the kind of local home inspirations your customers are interested in. If you can only 
advertise in one home-related publication this spring, make it this one.

trusted community weekly newspapers, including 
thousands of subscribers. A digital version of the section 
will also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com, which receives 
150,000+ monthly visitors, many from New York City. All 
sorts of people read Ulster Publishing papers, but we're 
especially popular among upper-income readers who 
value community and buying locally. As the largest inde-
pendent local media company dedicated to local news, 
we attract just the type of reader most likely to make a 
special point of patronizing local businesses.

A local perspective

Reach your  
target customers 

3/19
Deadline. Published 3/21. 

Be included 845-334-8200
info@ulsterpublishing.com | hudsonvalleyone.com/advertise
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Tour de Trump
Continued from page 1) 

Former Village of New Paltz Mayor Tom Nyquist gives out an award at the Tour de Trump 
in May of 1989.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HAVILAND-HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION

The Tour de Trump took place in New Paltz in May of 1989.
The Tour de Trump took place in New Paltz in May of 1989.

In May of 1989, the Tour de Trump drew out crowds the likes of which the Village of New 
Paltz had never seen.

included routes through the Poconos, Blue Ridge 
Mountains, Hudson River Valley, Catskills and New 
Jersey shoreline.

While this route might not have rivaled the French 
Alps, it did put the riders to the test by having them 
cycle through Devil’s Kitchen in the Catskills and up 
and over the Shawangunk Ridge towards the fl ats of 
New Paltz and the throngs of spectators, protestors 
and food vendors who were lining the downtown. 
“I can remember driving with some friends up 
to Mountain Rest Road to watch the cyclists come 
down the hill,” says James Sullivan. “We parked and 
walked to one of those tight turns just below the aq-
ueduct, and when they came by, I just could not be-
lieve how fast they were going. They came around 
that bend at least 60 miles per hour. I’ll never forget 
it. It just blew my mind.”

Although there were scenic vistas and epic climbs 
throughout the race, it was the 110-mile fi rst stage of 
the race that was the main focus of television cover-
age by NBC Sports, which had camera crews mount-
ed on two motorcycles and a helicopter to follow the 
racers from Albany to New Paltz, with another crew 
poised to capture the fi nish outside of the Elting Me-
morial Library.

According to local newspaper reports and photo-
graphs, various local restaurants including the Gay 
Nineties, Dominick’s Restaurant and P & G’s had 
sold a couple of hundred ice cream sandwiches, 125 
pounds of cheese steak, 150 pounds of sausage and 
peppers, 80 pounds of friend dough and ten gallons 
of chili to feed the masses fl ocking towards the ex-
travaganza before the fi rst cyclist had even rolled 
into town. The streets were packed with spectators, 
journalists and television crews, along with local po-
lice led by then-chief Dennis Zappone, plus the New 
Paltz Rescue Squad and other emergency service ve-
hicles in case of any incidents.

While Trump has always been known for his theat-
rics, he couldn’t have found a better match than the 

hamlet of New Paltz. The tops of roofs were packed 
to the brim with people leaning perilously over 
what is now McGillicuddy’s. Members of the SUNY 
New Paltz Theatre Arts Department staged several 
numbers from the musical Hair in the middle of the 

street in front of Ariel Booksellers. There were Taste 
of New Paltz vendors, a skateboard demonstration, 
a jazz workshop and music performed by Howie 
and the Electric Kool-Aid Testers. As longhaired 
thespians danced barefoot to “Let the Sunshine In,” 
another group led an anti-Trump protest wearing 
papier-mâché pig heads and slogans that read “Die 
Yuppie Scum,” “Trump = the Anti-Christ,” “Home-
less? Blame Trump” and “The Art of the Deal: The 
Rich Get Richer!”

While this amalgam reached a fever pitch, the 
winner of Stage One, a Russian amateur, 23-year-old 
Viatcheslav Ekimov, crossed the fi nish line, followed 
by Jan Theunisse, 26, of the Netherlands. They were 
presented with awards by then-town supervisor Bill 
Yeaple and longtime village mayor Tom Nyquist, who 
was quoted as saying, “It’s wonderful for New Paltz 
to be known for a clean, healthy sport like cycling 
rather than its drug reputation from the 1960s.”

Kevin Saunders, then a sophomore at New Paltz 
High School, remembers the day clearly. “There was 
such a buzz in the air. We were excited, and were 

anxiously waiting for the cyclists to see who would 
win the fi rst stage. I happened to come across this 
Russian cyclist who was laying in the grass, probably 
catching his breath after the fi nish, and found out it 
was Viatcheslav Ekimov. I asked for his autograph, 
and think I still have it somewhere!”

While the fi rst Tour de Trump was proclaimed a 
major success for the town and village of New Paltz, 
particularly by its local merchants, the second an-
nual Tour de Trump came with more controversy. 
There were letters in the Huguenot Herald arguing 
the merits of the bike race, as well as letters calling 
Trump’s business practices into question and want-
ing no part of his name staining their town. The 
Ulster County Coalition for the Homeless rallied 
against letting the Tour de Trump back.

In typical New Paltz form, then-town supervisor 
David Lent and Mayor Nyquist argued over whether 
or not the potential draw of tourist dollars and glob-
al attention to their hamlet was worth the cost of po-
lice services, Department of Public Works overtime, 
traffi  c congestion and hassle. On top of these fi nan-
cial concerns, the Tour de Trump organizers were 
asking that New Paltz put up $15,000 to sponsor the 
race in their town. Local dress manufacturer Antho-
ny Sicari ended up giving the organizers $7,500 to 
help secure the race in New Paltz.

The Trump team also wanted Stage Ten of the 
1990 race to fi nish in New Paltz, rather than having 
the media attention of Stage One. While the fi rst year 
had landed on a sunny Saturday, the May 10, 1990 
race was scheduled for a Thursday, which local of-
fi cials were concerned would unjustly interfere with 
school bus stops and traffi  c. They eventually worked 
with SUNY New Paltz to have the race be rerouted 
through the campus and fi nish by the college pond. 
When the day came, turnout was way down, due to 
pounding rains and the weekday time slot.

After May of 1990, it was the end of the road for 
the Tour de Trump which one organizer had claimed 
would be “the biggest thing to hit the Hudson Val-
ley since the glaciers!” While the Tour did make an 
impression on New Paltz and wedge its way into the 
history books, it did not have the glacial impact that it 
was billed to be. But it did end up being one stage of 
Trump’s long and bumpy road to the White House. ++
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Schools

Alex Barrese

Student events, profi les & sports

by Dayna Thomas

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School (NPHS) senior 
Alex Barrese can always be found putting 
a smile on the faces of others and lighting 
up the room with his contagiously cheer-

ful energy. Whether it’s his younger brothers, team-
mates on the NPHS varsity baseball team or his fel-
low classmates, Barrese is always trying his best to 
be a positive role model to those around him. 

Baseball became Barrese’s number-one passion at 
the age of three and he has been playing ever since. 
Barrese’s father infl uenced his love for the game by 
watching the games with him and his younger broth-
ers, as well as putting him on the town teams at a 
young age. Additionally, varsity coach Tony Saraci-
no has been instrumental in the development of his 
skills over the years. 

“My dad would always have the game on when 
we were younger and I just watched it all the time; 
I watched it more than cartoons,” says Barrese pas-
sionately. “I pretty much grew up living and breath-
ing the game of baseball, and I still love it to this day.” 

Just recently, Barrese was named team captain 
for the NPHS varsity baseball team and is excited 
to have a leadership role in a sport that he holds so 
close to his heart. Amongst his friends and peers on 
the team, Barrese is most excited to have his young-
er brother, Erik, play alongside him this coming sea-
son. In addition to having his brother on the team, 
Barrese is also looking forward to the calming quali-
ties that baseball provides him with. 

“Baseball is a way for me to enjoy the outdoors 
with a sport I’ve always loved,” says Barrese with 
a smile. “It really helps me unwind and relaxes my 
mind.”

This season, Barrese is hoping to lead his team to 
a Section 9 championship title, which the NPHS var-
sity baseball team has not done in over 30 years. The 
team has come close in the past few years, making 
it all the way to the semi-fi nals, which gives Barrese 
faith that with a little extra hard work and dedica-
tion, the team can make this goal a reality.   

In the future, Barrese hopes to keep baseball as 
a major part of his life by continuing to play at his 
college of choice, as well as working as a certifi ed 
umpire for the New Paltz minor league games this 
spring. 

For the next four years, Barrese is looking to ma-
jor in accounting and minor in fi nance, following in 
the footsteps of his father who is a fi nancial advisor, 
with the hopes of one day opening his own account-
ing and fi nancial advising fi rm. Barrese is currently 
in the process of studying for his Series 7 exam and 
hopes to pass the test prior to entering his freshman 
year of college. 

“My dad has been an inspiration to me in this 
process,” says Barrese. “Over the summer when I 
started to become more interested in it, I started to 
help him out by putting folders together for diff erent 
accounts.” 

Family is extremely important to Barrese and as 
the oldest of three boys, he is responsible for teach-
ing his younger brothers the ways of the world and 
feels an obligation to become the best role model 
that he can be for them. The three share an insepa-
rable bond, as well as an undying love for baseball. 

“I like that they can look up to me,” says Barrese. 
“I see myself in them sometimes and that’s some-
thing really special.”

Barrese is extremely grateful for his supportive 
parents and the close bond he shares with brothers, 
claiming that he “couldn’t ask for anything better.” 

Since entering NPHS, Barrese has faced his own 
set of emotional obstacles along the way, which in 
turn has led him to discover mindfulness medita-

tion. After doing self-practices for about a year, Bar-
rese discovered Inward Bound Mindfulness Educa-
tion (IBME), an organization that holds meditation 
retreats for teens. Barrese recalls his experience at 
IBME as eye-opening and rewarding, as he learned 
new forms of meditation and better ways to channel 
his energy.  

“I learned to really channel my mind and focus 
on the more important things,” says Barrese, “not 
being focused on the past or the future, but rather 
being in the moment.”

Although setting time aside for meditation with 
a schedule laden with school work, sports, family 
and other activities, has proven to be a challenge, 
Barrese tries his hardest to set aside the necessary 
time to clear his headspace and be present in the 
moment.   

With a clear mind and sociable personality, Bar-
rese has been able to interact with many diff erent 
groups of individuals throughout his time at NPHS. 
He can often be found sparking up a conversation or 
making people laugh no matter where he is or who 
he’s with. Barrese’s friendly actions have been well 
received by his peers and he is extremely apprecia-
tive of those that have accepted him. 

“People have really accepted me and for that I re-
ally appreciate them,” says Barrese. “I just try to be 
a nice person and someone that people like to be 
around, and that’s what I strive to be. 

Barrese’s outgoing attitude has driven him to 
crave new experiences and meet new people, which 
has been the driving force in his interest in travel and 
studying abroad. As a family of fi ve, Barrese hasn’t 
had too many experiences with traveling and hopes 
to travel more in both a domestic and international 
sense. 

“I defi nitely want to go see the world and other 
parts of the country,” says Barrese. “I want to meet 
new people and experience new cultures.”  

As the stresses of senior year and the transition 
into college may present a plethora of changes and 
challenges for Barrese, his strong social skills and 
meditation practices will allow him to interact with 
others and keep a clear mind for anything that may 
occur in his next chapter of life. As he moves for-

Alex Barrese.

ward, Barrese is reminded of some of the lessons 
that his meditation practice have taught him over 
the years.  

“Don’t overthink things and be present in the mo-
ment,” says Barrese. “Meditation really has the power 
to bring you down to earth and ground you.” ++ 
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by Rich Corozine

I
T WAS A game that the New Paltz boys basket-
ball team couldn't win. Up against State number 
two ranked (in Class A) Poughkeepsie at Mount 
St. Mary's in last Wednesday's State Regional 

semifi nal, the consensus was that the Huguenots -- 
even at 18-4 on the season -- were just not in the same 
"class" as the 21-3 Pioneers -- hadn't played the same 
kind of competition (and in fact New Paltz was 0-2 
and Poughkeepsie 4-0 against common opponents), 
couldn't handle the Pioneer's more explosive talents, 
the athleticism, the relentlessness on off ense. It was 
no contest, most people I talked with said, losing by 
only 20 would be a victory of sorts. Most thought it 
would be a blowout.

And through the fi rst-half they were right. It was 
31-20 Poughkeepsie at the break, with Pioneer star 
forward Davontre Thomas scoring eleven in a 17-9 

fi rst quarter. New Paltz had gotten a couple long 
three's from Casey Burke, a couple steals and baskets 
from Axel Rodriguez, but not much else. Big man 
Patrick Murphy was nullifi ed inside as Poughkeepsie 
controlled the boards, collapsed in the lane and ran 
the fl oor with near-impunity. It looked like that pre-
dicted blowout was imminent. But then...

In a perfect half-time adjustment, New Paltz coach 
Stu Robinson had the team slow it down, not try to 
run with Poughkeepsie, and play the ball through 
Murphy inside...the proverbial "half-court game." 
New Paltz had discovered that outside of Thomas, 
the Pioneers were not a good outside shooting team, 
nor particularly adept at handling the ball. So the 
Huguenots put Burke on Thomas (who was a couple 
inches taller and 50 pounds heavier) one-on-one, let 
the rest take long three's and used a collapsing zone 
inside to shut off  the slashing drives. Off ensively, 
Murphy more than rose to the occasion.

In actuality, the end of the fi rst-half was a mini-
portent of the third quarter, as New Paltz, down 
31-16, got a steal and breakaway basket from Rodri-
guez, and another steal, this one by Chris Sifre, and 
another breakaway by Burke off  an alley-ooop from 
Rodriguez, just as the buzzer sounded. Rodriguez 
opened the second-half with a drive down the lane, 
Murphy hit a pair of free throws and Rodriguez hit 
on another breakaway of a Burke steal...and it was 
suddenly 31-26. Poughkeepsie came back with a 6-0 
spurt to go back up by eleven, but Murphy -- starting 
to feel it -- hit a jumper from the lane and putback a 
Burke miss. Niayal Goines hit for the Pioneers on a 
sweet feed from Thomas, Rodriguez answered with 
a layup. After Goines hit a three, Murphy putback a 
Matt Simmons miss. Murphy (a pair of free throws) 
and Burke (one-of-two) followed a Poughkeepsie 
breakaway, with the quarter ending at 44-37. 

Murphy opened the fi nal eight minutes with a la-

Axel Rodriguez (13) scoring against Poughkeepsie.

yup off  a great Rodriguez feed, was fouled and nailed 
the free throw, then came back and hit two more. It 
was 44-42 Poughkeepsie, and the old "Mo" (momen-
tum) had defi nitely shifted. Poughkeepsie looked 
rattled. So Thomas, harassed and bodied by Burke 
since halftime, hit his fi rst basket since the fi rst-half, 
but Rodriguez was fouled on successive plays and hit 
two-of-four from the line, and moments later, when 
Burke hit on a drive through the lane, the game was 
tied at 46-46. Goines hit a free throw, but Murphy 
came back and hit a pair and -- unbelievably -- huge 
underdog New Paltz had the lead at 48-47 with 2:30 
to play.

Goines hit on a drive through the lane and on the 
next Poughkeepsie possession Thomas hit one-of-
two from the line -- it was 50-48. But Burke came 
back and hit off  a steal from Sifre, the breakaway bas-
ket tying the game at 50-50 with just under 2:00 left 
in the game. But that was the last points New Paltz 
was to score, with Goines hitting one-of-two free 
throws to make it 51-50 at 1:44; then the Huguenots 
failing to get off  a shot with the shot clock winding 
down at 1:08 (that was a killer); Goines a putback of 
a Thomas missed three-pointer at 0:27.7; and with 
0:18 left and the Huguenots down 53-50, Murphy, in-
side, found Sifre open and all alone deep in the right 
corner, and the senior guard's three looked true, but 
rolled around the rim and off , with Goines grabbing 
the rebound for Poughkeepsie. Goines put the icing 
on the State Regional cake with another free throw 
with 0:10 on the clock...and that was it.

Poughkeepsie (22-3) moves on to the a State Re-
gional Final with the 54-50 victory. New Paltz fi nish-
es 18-5 and with back-to-back Section 9 titles for the 
fi rst time. Murphy and Rodriguez scored 17 apiece 
for the Huguenots, with Burke adding 12. Thomas 
led the Pioneers with 17, with Goines chipping in 
with 14. ++

For one fl eeting moment
New Paltz rally falls short against Poughkeepsie basketball in State regional semifi nal

One-on-one: Poughkeepsie's Davontre Thomas (L) and Casey Burke (11). PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Patrick Murphy (42) scores over Poughkeepsie's Davontre Thomas (34).

Casey Burke (11) rebounding against Poughkeepsie.

SPORTS | BASKETBALL

Fake news? Not here!
Our news happens  

to people you know.
It’s local. It’s relevant. 
It’s Ulster Publishing.

hudsonvalleyone.com



June 14, 2012  •  21  March 14, 2019 • 21  New Paltz Times 

 

New Paltz’s Blaise Driscoll
signs with Lander
University-South Carolina
on lacrosse scholarship 

New Paltz High School senior Blaise Driscoll 
has found his new home when he graduates 
from high school. 

The two-sport star (football and lacrosse) 
signed a scholarship off er to play lacrosse be-
ginning next fall at Division II Lander Univer-
sity in South Carolina. 

Driscoll represents the fi rst lacrosse player 
to sign with a Division II school in New Paltz's 
history. It’s worth noting that per NCAA statis-
tics, less than 2.3% of all high school lacrosse 
players go on to play Division II lacrosse.

The signing ends Driscoll’s recruitment. Oth-
er schools actively recruiting Blaise included 
High Point University, Belmont Abbey College, 
Cortland, Farleigh Dickenson, Chestnut Hill 
College, Saint Michaels College and Saint Rose.

 “I chose Lander University for the opportu-
nity to help build a new lacrosse program and 
to be part of something special,” Driscoll said. 
“Coach Lepore knows how to build a success-
ful team and expects success immediately. The 
elite business school accreditation and excel-
lent reputation of Lander University was also 
very important to me. The warm weather is a 
big plus also.”

The senior Huguenot said he would not be 
where he is without the support of his parents, 
teammates and coaches, including Coaches 
Sean Mohammed (845LAX), Ron Constable, 
Ryan Cronin and Jim Hyland for all their sup-
port and encouragement over the years.

Blaise Driscoll.

Jamal Lis-Simmons:
keeper of the Stockade

L
IKE A MOTH to a fl ame, Highland's Jamal 
Lis-Simmons cannot resist the call to the ac-
tion, in this case the soccer fi eld. The one-
time Section 9 All-Star center-D-back for 

Highland High School -- graduating in 2000 -- took 
his talented game to SUNY Albany then SUNY New 

Paltz, becoming assistant coach at the latter from 
2012-through-2014, then moving up to the head 
coaching position -- and rebuilding the near-defunct 
program -- at SUNY Ulster, where he is still coaching. In 
between, though, Lis-Simmons heard that clarion call 
once again and he joined the fl edgling Stockade Foot-
ball Club of Kingston in its opening season of 2016 as a 
center-D-back and as its captain. After three years, he 
has, this season, become the head coach. And he has 

fi nally stopped playing the game he loves.
"There's just too much to do as coach to keep playing, 

and added to the coaching at Ulster, my family (he just 
had a child), my other responsibilities at Ulster (head-
ing the Student Acclimation program), my time is al-
ready accounted for...and I'm 37," laughs Lis-Simmons.

The Stockade FC is a men's soccer club that com-
petes in the National Premier Soccer League (North 
Atlantic Division), which is in the fourth division of 
the US soccer pyramid. It was founded by and owned 
by Dennis Crowley out of Stone Ridge, "It was his vi-
sion to bring a National soccer game local, to bring it 
to the Hudson Valley," says Lis-Simmons. The Stock-
ade plays its games at Dietz Stadium in Kingston, 
but is representative of the entire mid-Hudson from 
Kingston to Poughkeepsie, Newburgh to Hudson, 
Beacon to Albany. "At the league championship two 
years ago we drew 1,000 fans and are averaging 600-
700 per game," adds Lis-Simmons. "So people have 
come on board with us."

Lis-Simmons has kept the Highland connection 
also, hiring Marlboro boys soccer coach and former 
high school teammate Jimmy Ventriglia -- with whom 
he helped capture three MHAL titles and a Section 9 
crown, and one-time Highland standout Rory Beck-
er -- who played on two Highland State champion-
ship teams in the 1980's, plus Arlington coach Steve 
Skonieczny as the goal-keeper coach, John Nunez as 
the Director of Sports Performance and Rehab, and 
the Hoff ay Brothers: Dan as the Technical Director 
and Nick as the Director of Personnel.

"We'll have 15-20 players returning from last sea-
son off  a roster that carried 30-35 players, with play-
ers from Marist, SUNY Albany, Siena. This league is 
a stepping stone for local players, to get seen and 
go on, with a couple guys from our fi rst season now 
playing in Europe. Tryouts are this month and the 
season starts at the end of April and into July...The 
idea is to continue to build soccer in the Hudson Val-
ley. We've always had talent here and the Stockade 
FC will showcase that. It's a community thing, bring-
ing in families and youth programs, representing the 
Hudson Valley."

It's what he's done at Ulster in his three years 
as head coach. "We won one game in my fi rst two 
years, then last season we were 5-7 and played in the 
conference championship...and that is with all local 
kids from Kingston, Red Hook, New Paltz, Rondout, 
Ellenville...I'm all in on building soccer programs in 
this area, making the Hudson Valley a prime destina-
tion for young soccer players."

And a bit of history: Lis-Simmons, besides being one 
of the best-ever soccer players in Section 9, is also one 
of only three Highland basketball players to score over 
1,000 career points, fi nishing with 1,277 in 2000.

He could have gone in that direction, but for Lis-
Simmons, his calling was always soccer.

The Kingston Stockade FC opens their 14-game 
season with the Newtown Pride FC on Saturday, 
April 20 at 6 p.m.; following it is the New York Cos-
mos on Saturday, May 4 at 6 p.m., then going on 
the road against The Rough Diamonds and then the 
Rhode Island Reds, before returning home against 
the New York Athletic Club on May 24 at 7 p.m. and 
Hartford City FC on Sunday, May 26 at 6 p.m. The 
Stockade fi nished their fi rst go-round away at the 
Brooklyn Italians on Wednesday, May 29. ++

Kingston Stockade FC head coach Jamal Lis-Simmons.

Jamal Lis-Simmons in action (17).

Jamal Lis-Simmons in action.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice and drop box is 
located at 29 South Chestnut Street.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Another reason why I want to 
remain a village trustee

Kudos to SUNY electrical engineering grad stu-
dent Shweta Sagun Sawant and the guidance of Ted 
Nitza, who is chair of the Village of New Paltz Envi-
ronmental Policy Commission. In 2018, Ms. Sawant 
presented her study and conclusions to the EPB en-
titled “Methane to Energy Feasibility for Anaerobic 
Digestors.”

If you’ve been to the Gardens of Nutrition off  Hugue-
not Street, you have passed our community’s wastewa-
ter treatment plant (WWTP). The round dome covered 
structures at the plant are anaerobic digesters which 
facilitate an organic biological treatment process in 
which special bugs which thrive on eating human 
waste (i.e. poop) are introduced into an environment 
and temperature in which they thrive. What remains 
after the digestion process is methane gas.

Releasing methane directly into the environment 
is ill advised. Methane is a greenhouse gas, that has 
experienced a 150% increase since 1750. The stan-
dard in the WWTP industry has been to treat this 
methane by-product with a process called fl aring, 
in which the methane gas is burned and released to 
the atmosphere. Methane’s estimated global warm-
ing potential is 34 times greater than that of carbon 
dioxide. Therefore, to the extent that gas fl ares can 
be minimized, a reduction in the amount of global 
warming can occur.

Methane is the main ingredient in natural gas. 
Ms. Sawant’s study, showed the calculations which 
confi rmed the practicality of using the methane to 
generate electricity and identifi ed three methane 
powered generators which could be viable for con-
sideration by New Paltz. It was particularly strong 
work (BTW, if you are hiring electrical engineers, 
Ms. Sawant’s resume can be found on Linked In).

My colleagues on the Village board have tasked me 
with getting quotes to see what the economics would 
be, and if it could be economically feasible to shift 
from fl aring to waste to energy. As of this writing, we 
are waiting for a quote.

As we hope and plan for a good result, it seems 
appropriate to celebrate the process:

SUNY’s Dr. Damodaran Radhakrishnan assigned a 
paper, graduate student Shweta Sawant conducted 
the study as an intern under EPB chair Ted Nitza, 
who brought the study to the full EPB. As EPB liai-
son, I brought the info to the full Village Board, and 
the board has requested me to bring them numbers.

I have written that 95% of the votes at the Village 
Board are pro-forma. The opportunity to move from 
fl aring to electricity generation at our WWTP ….. 
that is in the sweet 5% zone for sure. Just another 
reason that I want to remain a village trustee.

Donald Kerr
New Paltz

Seeing the good in Hector Rodriguez

I read about Ulster County Legislator Hector Ro-
driguez’s recently surfaced troubles, and though I 
recognize the severity of the allegations, I also be-
lieve that Hector is quite sincere, and his statement 
that he is “working with various friends … women 
specifi cally --- and trying to seek how to be a better 
person … meaning someone who is more aware of 
the messages he puts out there,” is genuine. When 
he said, “I’m horrifi ed if I’ve hurt somebody,” I be-
lieve he meant it. I hope Hector can work through 
this successfully.

When the article about this appeared in the Febru-
ary 21 New Paltz Times, I was sorry to hear about it. 
But I was also sorry to note that the letters to the edi-
tor page lacked any letters of appreciation for all the 
positive things that Hector had done for our commu-
nity. As this story is new, and still ongoing, I imagine 
a “wait and see” attitude might prevent Paltzonians 
from declaring support for Hector at this time, but 
that should not stop anyone from thanking him for 
his 16 years in the county legislature, the countless 
hours spent in meetings, the time spent researching 

and evaluating the issues before the legislature and 
Hector’s willingness to meet with and consult his 
constituents.

I hope Hector can resolve this problem, repair 
his relationships and move on and continue to be 
successful in whatever career he selects. I, for one, 
know how hard he worked during those 16 years and 
applaud his determination to devote so much time 
for the good of all residents of Ulster County and 
thank him and wish him well.

Jack Murphy
New Paltz

Sidewalk stories

There used to be two utility poles in the middle 
of the sidewalks to the north and south of the Jean 
Hasbrouck House on Huguenot Street. Many years 
ago, Historic Huguenot Street tried to have them re-
located, but it was not until we were able to explain 
to Central Hudson that the village had been awarded 
a NYS DOT grant for $201,000 sourced from Federal 
Highway Administration dollars to fi x this sidewalk 
that we were able to get the poles relocated. We 
worked closely with Central Hudson, Verizon and 
the cable company for over a year and the poles 
were fi nally removed from the sidewalk in 2017.

Repairs to this section of sidewalk on Hugue-
not Street have been long overdue. Per an ease-
ment agreement from 2008 between the Village of 
New Paltz and Historic Huguenot Street, the village 
agreed to repair the bluestone sidewalk in front of 
the Wallkill Valley Land Trust offi  ces as a consider-
ation because Historic Huguenot Street had granted 
the village a permanent sewer easement to construct 
a sanitary sewer interceptor from Huguenot Street 
to the wastewater treatment plant. The agreement 
required the village to complete this bluestone side-
walk work by December 31, 2008 while George W. 
Bush was president.

Then this $201,000 grant was secured by Mayor 
Jason West’s administration in 2014. The project was 
estimated to cost $252,000 with the village contrib-
uting 20% or $51,000 towards three sections of side-
walks representing approximately 1,200 linear feet. 
The bluestone sidewalk in front of the Wallkill Valley 
Land Trust offi  ces represented 450 linear feet of the 
project.

When our administration was handed the baton in 
2015, we had engineering fi rms bid. Unfortunately, 
prices including engineering and construction came 
in $120,000 above the original $252,000 estimate. 
That meant that if the village went ahead, we would 
be responsible for the “20%” or $51,000 per our 
grant application plus the $120,000 above the origi-
nal estimate.

At $372,000, the cost of 1,200 linear feet of side-
walk would have been $310 per linear foot to build 
sidewalks that did not even have utilities buried 
below. We visited staff  at the DOT’s Poughkeepsie 
offi  ce and asked if there was any way to dial back 
inspection requirements or paperwork needed from 
engineers to make this project less expensive. Their 
staff  was resourceful and helped us understand that 
because these were Federal Highway Administration 
dollars, the paperwork needed to be “comprehen-
sive.” They compared it to the type of Federal aid 
used to construct something that would actually 
require lots of engineering and inspections like the 
new Governor Mario Cuomo Bridge.

Our village had not budgeted to spend $171,000 
and we did not feel it was prudent to spend those 
funds and use a $201,000 grant but then only con-
struct 1,200 feet of sidewalk at $310 per linear foot.

We spoke with and decided to use a smaller lo-
cal engineering fi rm who was not on the DOT’s ap-
proved list but estimated they could save the village 
money. However, this meant we would not be able to 
use the grant funds towards their costs.

But there is good news. Having now paid for most 
of the engineering and required paperwork directly 
instead of using the grant for engineering costs, we 
have estimated we will save approximately $70,000, 
or half of what we would have paid an “approved” 
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fi rm. The “approved” fi rm estimates were about 
$138,000.

In addition to increasing expenses, these Federal 
Highway Administration dollars also lengthen the 
process as more regulators need to perform their 
reviews. This project that our administration inher-
ited in 2015 has taken a great deal of time, but we 
fi gured out a way to save our village money and add 
350 linear feet (LF) to the project. A fourth section 
of new sidewalk will be installed on the western side 
of Church Street between Henry W. DuBois and Mul-
berry towards Moriello Pool.

This sidewalk project will now span 1,540 LF 
across four sections: 

1) Huguenot Street in front of the Wallkill Valley 
Land Trust offi  ce and the burial ground with all blue-
stone -- 450 LF. 

2) Church Street at the corner of Henry W. DuBois 
-- 225 LF.

3) Prospect Street at the corner of Henry W. Du-
Bois -- 515 LF.

4) Church Street between Henry W. DuBois and 
Mulberry -- 350 LF.

We are awaiting what we hope will be fi nal reviews. 
Then the complete set of plans will be available so 
construction fi rms may submit bids. Construction is 
then anticipated to commence this fall.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Body worn cameras (BWCs) among 
the New Paltz police

I applaud the sentiments behind the decision by 
the New Paltz Town Board and the New Paltz Po-
lice Department to approve the usage of Body Worn 
Cameras (BWC). The decision aims to improve trans-
parency and trust between the community and law 
enforcement. While it has proven to be benefi cial, 
results from large-scale studies around the issue is 

mixed; it does not seem to aff ect offi  cers’ behaviors 
in crisis and it is expensive. Part of the problem with 
these studies could be that there are so many public 
cameras and cellphones today that the infl uence of 
BWCs are muted. An additional perspective is that a 
technology is only as useful as the institutions that 
use them; the products of technology refl ects all the 
biases and prejudices of the people who make up an 
institution’s workforce as we have seen recently with 
other digital innovations.

As the former chair of the New Paltz Citizens’ Po-
lice Advisory Committee, I was often fl abbergasted 
by how civilians and police perceived the same video 
footage and the intent of the actors diff erently. Thus, 
while BWCs are a good start, we have a long way to 
go to ensuring that law enforcement protects all seg-
ments of our population with equal respect for all 
individuals. BWCs can be used to train and assess of-
fi cer’s performance, but I think its crucial role must 
be to facilitate evidence based self-refl ection among 
the police cadre. We need this endeavor bolstered 
by increased resources to training police personnel 
in diversity and inclusion, a more equity oriented 
criminal justice system and a civilian oversight board 
that is independent and objective. 

Gowri Parameswaran
New Paltz

Fact vs opinion # 17

FACT: A recent letter in the New Paltz Times by Hal 
Chorny from Gardiner makes a very good point re-
garding capitalism.

I will quote some comments verbatim from his ar-
ticle. “Capitalism in the strictest form provides pro-
tection for no one. Every person is on their own and 
the inners can trod upon those who do not make the 
grade...life in the jungle is brutal, leaving little en-
ergy to survive.”

Opinion: I could not agree more. Capitalism in its 

purest form does not need or want rules and regu-
lations; they are the worst constraints on the greed 
and avarice of a free-wheeling capitalist. And a per-
fect example of a capitalist is the present inhabitant 
of the White House. This man is all capitalism. His 
god is money, power. It is his existence; his sole rea-
son for being on this earth. Look at what Trump has 
done in the last two-and-a half years: dismantling 
numerous regulations, the most recent is the hiring 
of a coal lobbyist for the important position of the 
new EPA (Environment Protection Agency), Andrew 
Wheeler. Republicans love him for his deregulatory 
agenda and the Democrats despise him for his dis-
regard of the science of climate change. According to 
the article dated Friday, March 1 from the Times Herald-
Record and I quote at his confi rmation hearing in Janu-
ary: “he (Wheeler) highlighted dozens of signifi cant 
rules that the EPA has begun to roll back in the past 
two years and has made clear---- that he continues to 
administer reversal of environmental regulations.”

Basically, the Republicans hate rules and regula-
tions; they do not want any interference with their 
agendas.

And this is not just recently. I continually pointed 
out in previous letters their disdain for the programs 
where Roosevelt in 1934, with the 74th Congress, 
passed Social Security and Lyndon Johnson in 1965, 
with the 89th Congress, passed the amendments of 
Medicare and Medicaid to the Social Security Act of 
1934. They fought tooth and nail not to pass these 
acts, although there were some Republicans who de-
sired the changes, but the majority of them railed 
against them, particularly Roosevelt’s arch enemy 
from Dutchess County Hamilton Fish, a diehard con-
servative. 

And just before the mid-term election of Novem-
ber 2018, I continually hammered away at what 
could happen to the seniors if the Republicans in the 
House of Representatives still maintained control. 
Thank the Good Lord the House went Democratic 

Susan Slotnick

Lessons from Neverland -- part one
Why are we so gullible, and why is it so diffi  cult 

for us to change our minds?
It’s Thanksgiving and your single middle-aged un-

cle brings a diff erent pre-pubescent boy each year. 
He introduces the child as “his best friend.”

He says, “I don’t mean to sound weird, but I really 
believe that children are God.

I was getting ready to go to South America and ev-
erything was packed up.

I hid in a corner. I was crying because I really did 
not want to go. I wanted to play with children. I love 
children so much. If tomorrow they all disappeared, 
I would instantly kill myself. I see nothing wrong 
with a 44-year-old man having relationships with 
boys and sharing my bed with them.”

A 73-year-old man says, "I give myself an A+ in all 
that I do. You have to toot your own horn because 
nobody else will. I’m intelligent. Some people would 
say I’m very, very, very intelligent. My I.Q. is one of 
the highest and you all know it! Please don’t feel so 
stupid or insecure around me. It’s not your fault. 
I think Viagra is wonderful if you need it. I’ve just 
never needed it. My fi ngers are long and beautiful as, 
it has been well documented, are various other parts 
of my body. I've said if she weren't my daughter, I'd 
be dating her. The worst thing a man can do is go 
bald. Never let yourself go bald.

Here comes a beautiful woman. I better use Tic 
Tacs just in case I just start kissing. 

I don’t even wait for permission. And when you’re 
me, they let you do it. You can do anything. Grab ’em 
by the…..”

If these were two ordinary men instead of Mi-
chael Jackson and Donald Trump, would it matter 
whether they were Democrats or Republicans, rich 
or poor, talented or not? Without being blinded by 
white light, we would use what the Bible often refers 

to as “discern-
ment,” the abil-
ity to have sharp 
perceptions, to 
judge well and 
diff erentiate be-
tween good and 
evil.

When it 
comes to the 
rich and fa-
mous, we don’t 
distinguish good 
from evil. Why not?

Celebrity worship has become a pathology, one 
worthy of a listing in the DMS (the American clas-
sifi cation of mental disorders)

After an infamous “wardrobe malfunction” when 
Beyonce’s earring ripped out on stage causing bleed-
ing, super-fans using the hashtag #cutforbeyonce 
posted pictures of their self-infl icted injuries. One 
teenage fan cut off  part of her earlobe.

As if they are suff ering extreme physical and psy-
chological pain, fans scream, claw at their faces and 
faint at the sight of their superstar deity.

After the documentaries Surviving R. Kelly and 
Leaving Neverland were aired, death threats were 
leveled against the victims and their supporters. 
Even the venerated Oprah was a target for believing 
the allegations against Michael Jackson were true.

Many fans were willing to risk breaking the law to 
avenge somebody they would never meet and who 
would never return their toxic adoration.

Celebrity worship is not just a cultural phenom-
enon. It is also a consequence of our political and 
economic system. Aside from the deep and bottom-
less chasm caused by income inequity, the poor are 

encouraged through advertising and hype to exalt 
the rich and famous which benefi ts, of course, the 
already rich and famous.

No matter what Donald Trump, Michael Jackson 
and other celebrities have done, people turn a blind 
eye with unbridled passion. Because of their intense 
emotions, changing opinions based on evidence and 
rationality is tantamount to threatening their entire 
belief systems.

My eleven-year-old grandson Dante is on a debate 
team. This Saturday he will be arguing whether to 
separate the artist from his/her art work, or whether 
the artwork should stand alone. This debate subject 
came in the midst of the R. Kelly controversy. Dante 
believed Kelly’s songs should remain independent 
from his conduct until I told him R. Kelly wrote “I 
Believe I Can Fly.” “Oh man,” he said, “that can’t be 
true.” Like all kids nowadays, he rushed to his phone 
to check whether grandma knew what she was talk-
ing about... then, throughout the day, he said audi-
bly but mostly to himself,” Oh, man! R. Kelly wrote 
“I Believe I Can Fly.” How can that be?” It can be 
because he is, as is everyone, merely a human.

Our culture idolizes beauty, wealth, status, fame 
and material possessions. We exalt strangers we as-
sume embody these qualities, whose lives are per-
fect, whose mates are gorgeous, whose children are 
brilliant and talented, who vacation in exotic places, 
have private jets and eat expensive delicacies they 
never have to prepare. We forget they digest food 
and wind-up sitting on the toilet like everyone else.

The words and deeds of Donald Trump and Mi-
chael Jackson are not the same, nevertheless both 
have to be viewed through this quote from Maya An-
geleou:
 “When someone shows you who they are, believe 
them.”
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and caused a break on Trump’s dismantling. Let 
me make a point here and it is an important one. 
The Trump administration in late 2017 was going to 
address the “earned benefi ts” programs presently 
in existence today: Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid, but they held off  due to the sensitivity 
of this thrust with the nation’s seniors on the mid-
term elections. They did this with the understanding 
the administration would maintain control of both 
houses of Congress in the 2018 elections. It did not 
happen. They lost the House.

But I still believe he (Trump) will attempt some re-
visions anyway, but I believe they will be nowhere 
as threatening due to the fact that Trump wants to 
get re-elected in 2020 and his chances of doing so 
are slim to nothing if he p----s off  the seniors in the 
country. 

As of July 2011, the Census Bureau stated 41.4 mil-
lion citizens are over 65. Now to my way of thinking, 
I don’t have access to the numbers on Social Secu-
rity or those drawing Medicare and Medicaid, but I 
believe it is reasonable to accept that all of them are, 
or why would they not be signed up? What reasons 
would they have to preclude themselves from draw-
ing these benefi ts? However, let’s assume for argu-
ment’s sake that just 35 million are drawing benefi ts 
instead of 41.4 million; this group of ‘oldies’ voting 
in block for their benefi ts can show any congress-
man, congresswoman, senator and president out 
the door! Because of this, I believe Trump will tread 
lightly here due to the coming 2020 elections. But if 
he is successful in these elections, he will come after 
the ‘earned benefi ts’ with a vengeance.

Until Trump achieved the Oval Offi  ce, I never 
dreamed that a man as President of the United 
States would attack so many programs placed into 
eff ect by previous administrations; everything from 
disrupting treaty agreements, to rolling back envi-
ronment regulations, to attempting to eliminate the 
Aff ordable Health Care act, to instituting tariff s on 
friends and enemies alike, to cozying up to dictators 
(Putin/ Un) and in the future, attacking the ‘earned 
benefi ts’ programs. Why? Why would he deliberate-
ly hurt people? Wake up people; be vigilant. He’s a 
true blue, free-wheeling capitalist and has no need 
for rules and restrictions nor anyone standing in his 
way. Be aware. We have a serpent in our house, strik-
ing here, striking there!

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

An attack on our system
of government

Polarization, when the two major political parties 
are locked in unending opposing views, is a term of 
convenience for the Republican Party. It implies that 
both parties are equally responsible for Washington 
gridlock. Tom Wu, in the New York Times proposed a 
more accurate term, “oppression of the super major-
ity” by the minority party.

Polls show a long list of issues overwhelming fa-
vored by people but blocked by Republicans. The 
list includes saving Obamacare, seeing the Mueller 
investigation through to the end and releasing a 
full report to the public, opposition to a wall on the 
Mexico border, higher taxes for the super rich, gov-
ernmental intervention to lower prescription drugs, 
paid maternity leave, permitting legitimate asylum 
seekers to enter the country and many more such 
issues. Now that the Democrats are in the majority in 
the house and are passing legislation favored by the 
people, we are beginning to see the obstructionism 
by the Republicans more starkly. Mitch McConnell, 
the Republican leader in the Senate, simply refuses 
to allow such issues to come to the fl oor for discus-
sion. We shall see more of this as the Democrats con-
tinue passing bills in the House which are ignored 
by the Senate. This is not polarization. It is an attack 
on our system of government by one party seeking 
dominance.

Hal Chorny
Gardiner

Vote for Dennis Young

As Dennis Young’s campaign manager, I’m writ-
ing today to ask for your support with his re-election 
bid. I’m not talking about fi nancial donations; just 
like in 2015, we’re not accepting any fi nancial contri-
butions. Dennis has a passion for this work and has 
no interest in being beholden to anyone for any rea-

son other than simply being community residents. 
As I write this letter on International Women’s 

Day, it’s appropriate to mention that Dennis has re-
peatedly endorsed and supported female candidates, 
even going so far as to allow our family’s picture on 
campaign literature for not one, but two of Zephyr 
Teachout’s campaigns! He has also endorsed KT Tobin, 
Eve Waltermaurer, Rebecca Rotzler and Julie Seyfert 
Lillis, all of whom show a dedication to aiding strong, 
progressive women in their election campaigns. 

 Lastly, I want to mention how Dennis can unite 
people towards positive ends. This week he reached 
out to all of the known candidates for the upcom-
ing village election asking for a mutual agreement 
to not purchase any new plastic yard signs. He tried 
doing the same thing in 2015 too, but another can-
didate had already purchased signs. Fortunately, he 
didn’t forget about the idea and was quick to reach 
out to all candidates this time around. Thanks are 
due to Tim Rogers, Don Kerr, Michelle Zipp and Alex 
Wojcik, as they all immediately agreed with the idea. 
Of course, some of us may recycle or reuse old signs, 
please reach out to me directly if you would like a 
refurbished yard sign for your lawn!

Jessica Young
New Paltz

Words and hearts

“From the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”
-- Matthew 12:34

In response to the charge that Ilhan Omar’s recent 
comments about Israel suggest she is an anti-Semite, 
Nancy Pelosi off ered the following defense of the 
beleaguered freshman congresswoman: “I don’t 
think our colleague is anti-Semitic, I think she has 
a diff erent experience in the use of words, doesn’t 
understand that some of them are fraught with 
meaning that she didn’t realize.” I would give Con-
gresswoman Pelosi’s response thoughtful consider-
ation except for the following report I read in The 
Twin Cities Pioneer Press: “Last year, before she was 
elected to the House of Representatives, before she 
emerged from a crowded Democratic fi eld in Min-
nesota’s liberal 5th Congressional District, leaders 
of Minneapolis’ Jewish community fashioned what 
could be described as an anti-Semitic intervention 
of Omar, a rising star of the left whose remarks had 
made many fellow Democrats in the Jewish commu-
nity uncomfortable.” According to Twin Cities, Sen-
ator Ron Latz, a St. Louis Park Democrat who has 
served in the legislature since 2002, invited Omar 
to his house where a number of Jewish leaders had 
gathered in order to enlighten her about the way her 
words were viewed by many within the Jewish com-
munity. Mr. Latz reported that this intervention was 
not an ambush because Omar had been informed 
of those who would be present at his home and the 
reason for the meeting. Latz off ered the following 
summary of the meeting: “Over the course of about 
two hours, we shared with her [Ilhan Omar] our 
concerns for things, including language that has ref-
erences and meanings beyond just the meanings of 
words. Tropes, dog whistles — call them what you 
will. We explained to her how hurtful, and factually 
inaccurate, they were.” Senator Latz concluded by 
saying that most of those present at the meeting were 
“very troubled by the answers we received [from Ms 
Omar]” and Latz is now convinced that Omar under-
stands the meanings and implications of her words 
when she speaks or tweets. With this in view, maybe 
Speaker Pelosi should reconsider her defense of her 
colleague: For it seems that Congresswoman Omar 
understands what she is saying better than Ms Pelosi 
thinks. And, perhaps, Speaker Pelosi should con-
sider the possibility that whenever Ms Omar makes 
anti-Semitic comments...she is simply speaking (and 
tweeting) words that are abundantly in her heart. 

George Civile
Gardiner

Precipice

I just saw the remake of the movie The Day the 
Earth Stood Still, created 68 years ago, (I still vividly 
remember the original). Extra-terrestrials need to 
take over the earth, and threaten to destroy human-
ity because humans are not taking good care of it. 
Not much has changed…

The key message in the movie is, I believe, “when 
we reach the edge of the precipice, we change.”

Ann and I have seen signifi cant change this past 

week: the fi rst was at a beautifully orchestrated hear-
ing by Senator Jen Metzger, in which dozens of or-
ganization leaders presented climate concerns to a 
packed New Paltz Village Hall. Second, on a lobbying 
trip to Albany in a bus supplied, yet again, by Food 
and Water Watch. Legislative assistants and aides at 
the Capitol became enthusiastic participants in the 
climate conversation. Neither of these would have 
happened fi ve years ago.

Isn’t acknowledging the precipice the fi rst step in 
change?

 Dan Guenther
 New Paltz

If we recycle more, our planet
would be cleaner

It breaks my heart to hear to hear that animals die 
from eating plastic in the ocean. I am writing to you 
today to save nature and animals. 

WWW.epa.gov states that if you recycle, it reduces 
the amount of waste sent to landfi lls and incinera-
tors. Also, if we recycle more, it conserves natural re-
sources like timber, water and minerals. Another re-
source WWW.renewableresourcescoalition.org states 
that if just half of Americans recycle on a regular daily 
basis, it would reduce greenhouse gas emission by the 
same factor as taking 25 million cars off  the road.

I know you might think that the plastic is not reused 
anyway and we have to wash it so we are just wasting 
water. Well, I have a solution for both problems -- you 
can reuse the water to clean other bottles. Maybe if 
you ask someone who works at the recycling plant, 
and then you will get your answer. In conclusion, if we 
recycle more, our planet would be cleaner.

Zoe Droegmyer
Lenape Elementary School

New Paltz

If we ban smoking, it will
save a lot of lives

It breaks my heart to see other people’s relatives 
pass away because of smoking. Banning smoking 
will save a ton of lives because smoking can kill 
people if they smoke. About half of all Americans 
who keep smoking will die because of the habit. 
Each year, more than 180,000 people in the United 
States die from illnesses related to tobacco use. This 
means each year smoking causes about one out of 
fi ve deaths in the U.S. Don’t you think people should 
not smoke because it can kill them or give them a 
bad sickness.

You might say the cigarette companies would not 
get any money, or a lot of people would lose their 
jobs, or if we lose taxes, there will be less money for 
schools. I would say if people lose their jobs, they 
can get a new one and we can get taxes from other 
jobs too. If we ban smoking, it will save a lot of lives, 
so please consider banning smoking. 

Logan Oliver Dietz
Lenape Elementary School

New Paltz 

Allowing 16 year olds to vote

So Congress is considering a bill that would allow 
16 year olds to vote. Interesting idea…let 16 year olds 
vote while they still know everything! Some 16 year 
olds may do better than their parents.

 In fact, when I was 16, my parents were going 
through a phase that was very troubling to me at the 
time. When I was little, I thought they were quite 
smart and looked up to them, but by the time I was 
14, I began to question their judgment. By the time I 
was 16, I could see that they were quite thoughtless 
and… well…stupid. They embarrassed me and they 
were insensitive to any of my social needs. They in-
sisted I tell them where I was going and who I was 
with. They suggested I get a job if I wanted designer 
clothing or my own car. Can you imagine -- they even 
expected me to wash the dishes, take out the trash 
and mow the lawn after going to school all day? They 
kept piling endless responsibilities on me and check-
ing up on me…It was so annoying!

Thank goodness my parents grew out of that phase! 
When I started college, they seemed to be straiten-
ing out, and by the time I was 25 and bought my own 
home, they even began to make sense again. When 
my fi rst child was born, I could to look to them for 
advice and could even trust them to babysit. Whew!

Seriously, voting is a real responsibility that re-
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quires thought and foresight…unless you are mind-
less and vote for one party regardless of who they 
are running. Surely 16 year olds have more time to 
evaluate political parties, policies and platforms 
since they are not distracted with one or two full-
time jobs to pay for rent or mortgage and taxes, utili-
ties, insurance, medical bills, groceries and all those 
pesky expenses that come with adulthood. 

We have laws that attempt to ensure teens won’t 
drink or smoke until they are 21 so their minds will be 
fresh and clear when they vote. I’m sure that is why 
those laws were passed in the fi rst place…not because 
lawmakers think 16 year olds might be irresponsible. 

Now I know some people will be critical of giving 
16 year olds the vote. We often hired 16 year olds to 
work in our store and my husband once said, “Hire 
one teenager and you have half a man. Hire two 
teenagers and you have nobody.” He would not have 
supported 16 year olds voting. However, I am sure 
we can trust the schools to indoctrinate our youth 
to thoughtfully examine all their political choices be-
cause we all know teachers don’t have enough to do. 

On second thought, maybe not all 16 year olds 
will be ready to vote. Come to think of it, when my 
own children were 16, they did give me some gray 
hair and we had many anxious moments. We had 
to insist they be accountable for chores and let us 
know where they were going and whom they were 
with. They may have rolled their eyes when we talk-
ed about political issues. But, yes, by the time they 
started college they were showing us they were be-
coming the responsible adults they are today. But 

would I trust my own wonderful kids to vote when 
they were 16…not so much.

Well, we just have to trust that Congress will do 
what is best for us. After all…it’s not 1984.

Fawn Tantillo
New Paltz

Ulster County’s “Generation THC” 

Sixty percent of Ulster County high school se-
niors report that they have used marijuana. This is 
15 points higher than the National average and 18 
points above the State rate.

Forty percent of them reported that they had used 
it recently, which is indicative of frequent use. That 
is 17 points above the National and 14 above the State 
averages.

Seemingly connected to the above is that Ulster 
County has one of the highest rates for youth being 
arrested for drugs in NY State 

Research indicates that Cannabis eff ects brain de-
velopment in the young. The earlier one begins us-
ing marijuana the more likely it will have negative 
eff ects upon their lives. It can result in decreased in-
telligence, interfere with memory and reduce one’s 
ability to reason. There is also the danger of becom-
ing dependant as Cannabis is an addictive substance. 
There is also mounting evidence that it may cause 
psychiatric disorders over time. 

Which begs the question as to why it falls to some-
one like me, to bring something like this to the pub-
lic’s attention. 

Should you wish to see the governmental reports 
for the above data, you can contact me through 
linkedin and I’ll e-mail you the links for them. 

Thomas Kadgen 
Shokan 

Donating money in support of his 
UN-election

It still rings in my ears: Mitch McConnell actually 
said, “I get to decide what we vote on.” Evidently he 
is so far over the edge that he deems it unnecessary 
to conceal such totally undemocratic language and 
behavior.

Even before becoming Trump’s enabler, he re-
fused to allow Merrick Garland, President Obama’s 
nominee for the Supreme Court, to proceed to con-
sideration. Thanks to McConnell’s machinations, we 
now have someone serving on the Supreme Court, 
Brett Kavanaugh, rated ‘not qualifi ed’ by the Ameri-
can Bar Association.

McConnell’s latest refusal to behave democratically 
has him blocking HR1 from advancing to the Senate 
fl oor for discussion. This bill would clean up elections: 
from changing how we fi nance them to making it eas-
ier to vote and register to vote. McConnell calls this 
a ‘power grab’. Undoubtedly, it would grab away his 
power, but that well could happen even if he suppress-
es the bill because 12,000 people are already donating 
money in support of his UN-election.

Doris Chorny
Gardiner

It’s wrong to receive public welfare benefi ts to 
which one is not entitled. The legal consequences 
of taking such benefi ts from the society’s safety-net 
provisions are quite severe. The crime is fraud, a 
felony charge. 

The home page of the Ulster County executive 
does not normally feature criminal arrests. A glar-
ing exception is arrests for welfare fraud, which have 
been posted regularly for many years. Public assis-
tance is intended to help those in our community 
who are most in need, explains the website. Law-
enforcement offi  cials are committed to protecting 
the benefi ts for those who truly require them, and 
Ulster County does that by actively enforcing a zero-
tolerance anti-fraud program. 

Why would this form of crime receive so much 
more governmental recognition than even more se-
rious transgressions of other kinds? I have no answer 
for this, other than having to share the uncomfort-
able conclusion that many others have drawn: In 
the American criminal justice system, wealth — not 
culpability — shapes outcomes. Indigent people are 
unfairly disadvantaged at every step in the system. 
The already advantaged are treated far more leni-
ently than the disadvantaged. 

That’s unjust. Growing economic inequality is hav-
ing an increasingly corrosive infl uence on American 
society. 

Is it therefore time for another approach, high-
er taxes on the wealthy in the United States? Most 
people would favor more progressive taxation only 
if it doesn’t have a detrimental eff ect on economic 
growth. Would a hike in the taxes of those at the top 
of the income pyramid have that eff ect? 

The recently released annual IRS treasure 
trove of statistics on New York State income-tax fi l-
ings by local area (county and zip code) showed that 
the 14,880 Ulster County fi lers with incomes over 
$100,000 in 2016 earned more than half the total 
adjusted gross income (AGI), or net income before 
taxes reported by everyone living in the county in 
2016. All Ulster County fi lers had total adjusted gross 
incomes of $5.22 billion, and those almost 15,000 fi l-
ers with AGIs of $100,000 or over had gross incomes 
of $2.74 billion. 

That left the remaining 71,660 fi lers, four-fi fths of 

the total number, with $2.48 billion, less than half 
the county’s total reported income. The top fi fth of 
the universe of Ulster County fi lers had more income 
than the remaining four-fi fths. 

Is that equitable?
Like folks elsewhere, most Ulster County residents 

would have a ready answer — probably based on their 
political beliefs. But this is not a question that should 
be answered too quickly. Does the surge in the past 
four decades or so of top incomes align with a similar 
increase in economic activity? Do incomes refl ect the 
value of what people produce or otherwise contribute 
to the economic system? If so, the inequality in society 
might be perceived as more defensible.

Some people are too ready, it seems to me, to pull 
out a longtime bugaboo like the word “socialism” to 
describe policies remediating inequality. Raising taxes 
on the rich in a capitalist society is not socialism. 

Safety-net measures extended mostly to those at the 
lowest rungs of the economic order are an important 
contributor to decreasing social inequality (“the poor-
est hee hath as much right as the richest hee,” as was 
said in the Putney Debates in England in 1647). But the 
progressive tax system, the amount taken out of in-
come by government in the form of taxes, is easily the 
largest social infl uence on income redistribution.

For additional perspective, let’s compare the Ul-
ster County statistics to the statewide ones. Accord-
ing to the same IRS data base, 1.8 million fi lers state-
wide with incomes $100,000 or over earned roughly 
$520 billion in aggregate. The 7.8 million fi lers with 
adjusted gross incomes below $100,000 earned a to-
tal of $250 billion.

According to these statistics, Ulster County is less 
income-unequal than the state average — more equal 
than the New York City suburbs but less equal than 
the impoverished areas of upstate.

On February 28, four felony arrests were an-
nounced in Ulster County in the latest public sham-
ing after arraignment of accused abusers of the 
county safety net. The alleged perpetrators were ac-
cused of stealing $9409 in all.

Jasmine Veillette of Olivebridge was accused of 
failing to disclose cash resources she had from Au-
gust 2018 through December 2018. This resulted in 
Veillette receiving $2058 in temporary assistance 

benefi ts to which she was not entitled.
Michael-Ann Goodrich of Round Top in Greene 

County was arrested by the Ulster County sheriff ’s 
department for failing to report her income from 
February 2018 through January 2019. Claiming to 
live in Ulster County, she received $1648 in Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) ben-
efi ts to which she was not entitled.

Franc Libihoul of West Hurley fi led several appli-
cations for Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) 
benefi ts and failed to report his income between 
2015 and 2018. Libihoul was charged with receiving 
$3075 in HEAP benefi ts to which he was not entitled.

Lisbeth Quiles of Beacon failed to report income 
while residing in Ulster County from August 2018 
through February 2019 and received $2628 in SNAP 
benefi ts to which she was not entitled.

Because a lot of people don’t have any wealth 
at all, wealth inequality is always much higher than 
income inequality. Wages and salaries provide about 
three-quarters of total income, capital income the 
rest. It’s the top tenth that has easily the lion’s share 
of capital income (interest, dividends, pensions, tax 
refunds, etc.).

Advanced economies tax incomes at from 30 per-
cent to 50 percent, with the United States and Japan 
at the lower level and the European welfare states at 
about 50 percent. That’s a lot of income redistribu-
tion, concedes economist Emmanuel Saez of Berke-
ley, who favors it. He thinks that means societies 
care about income distribution. “We fi nd it fair to 
have the community do substantial amounts of dis-
tribution through its government,” he writes. Taxa-
tion is used to ameliorate the inequality which has 
been increasing every year.

In his analysis, Saez particularly targets the richest 
one percent in various advanced societies. He con-
cludes that the economies in countries with more 
progressive taxation like Sweden and France haven’t 
grown at a slower rate than those with less progres-
sive taxation. They might or might not In the future, 
of course.

From the New Deal in the early 1930s through the 
1970s, when tax rates on American incomes at the 
top were high, the incomes at the top grew more 
slowly than incomes at the bottom. Since the tax 
rates came down in the 1980s, the pattern has been 
reversed. Higher incomes have been increasing at a 
much faster rate, while in terms of income the lower 
rungs have been stagnating. And the statistics show 
that the incomes of those at the very top, in particu-
lar the top tenth of the 99th percentile of the income 
pyramid, have been increasing fastest of all.

-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ROGEN, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/15/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 30 Tillson Ave., 
Highland, NY
12528. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of GENRE, LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/10/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 30 Tillson Ave., 
Highland, NY
12528. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC, 
a limited liability 
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-
ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on January 31, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
CHLOE’S LAIR, LLC, 
4 Washington Av-
enue, Highland, New 
York 12528. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
LACASAPARK LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 01/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 

against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: LACASAPARK 
511 S. Mountain Rd 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Handy HouseKeith 
LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on: January 3, 2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: 
Handy HouseKeith 
LLC, 3 Hudson Bluff  
Drive, Marlboro, NY, 
12542. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date

LEGAL NOTICE
INSIGHTS & ADVAN-
TAGE , LLC Articles of 
Org. fi led NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 1/14/2019 
as: INSIGHT GPS LLC. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to 
137 Martin Sweedish 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
Ridge-Lake Consul-
tants LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on January 
18,2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Ridge-Lake 
Consultants LLC 124 
Main Street Unit 270, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of Naomi Grace 
Events, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with Secy. 

of State of NY (SSNY) 
on January 28, 2019.  
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
Naomi Grace Events, 
LLC PO Box #366 
Marlboro, NY 12542 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
PROJECT M LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/22/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 
1244 Creek Locks 
Rd, Bloomington, NY 
12411. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.   

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of BODYMIND MAS-
SAGE THERAPY LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led with
the Sect'y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
1/16/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 3 N. Ohioville 
Rd., New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Goodstock Realty 
Company, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/31/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt. 17F, NY, 
NY 10023. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: JNC Asset 
Management LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
fi led in the Depart-
ment of State of New 
York on February 6, 
2019. Offi  ce Location: 
Ulster County. Prin-
cipal Business Loca-
tion: Ulster County, 
New York. Purpose:  
Any and all lawful 
business activities
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 

designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to JNC Asset Manage-
ment LLC– 6 Ohio 
Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401

LEGAL NOTICE
CI HUSSAIN, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on 02/07/19. 
Offi  ce:
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 
c/o Clare Hussain,
24 Autumn Knoll, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Clas-
sic Property Mainte-
nance, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
2/11/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
ail a copy of process 
to: Classic Property 
Maintenance, LLC, 4 
Imperato Court, Clin-
tondale, NY 12515. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Conscious Nature 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
01/26/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Conscious 
Nature LLC, PO Box 
82, Stone Ridge, NY 
12484. Purpose: For 
any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
JP BRINKS, LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 2/21/2019. 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of pro-
cess to The Limited 
Liability Company, 
5 Railroad Avenue, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
RINALDI RENTAL, 
LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of RIN-
ALDI RENTAL, LLC, 
a limited liability 
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-
ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on February 21, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
RINALDI RENTAL, 
LLC, 24 Longate 
Road, Clinton Con-
necticut 06413. The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
RIMB LLC. App. for 
Auth. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/24/19. 
Originally fi led
with Secretary of 
State of Michigan on 
09/21/2015. Offi  ce: Ul-
ster County. SSNY
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served.
SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 
10 Bruce Street, New 
Paltz, NY
12561. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of BERNER FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES, LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/14/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County
of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 124 Main St.,
Ste. 9B, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of limited liability 
company (LLC) Hea-
ton Beauty LLC
Articles of organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
1/23/19.
Offi  ce location Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 

mail a copy of pro-
cess to Heaton Beauty 
LLC 36 Roxanne Blvd 
Highland NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date in which LLC 
is to dissolve. No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ZUZA CONSULT-
ING LLC. Art. Of Org. 
fi led with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/08/19. Offi  ce 
in Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
the LLC, 53 Abby Rd 
Mount Temper, NY 
12457. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
HAND BY CRAFT 
LLC. Art. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 11/09/18. Offi  ce: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, United 
States Corporation 
Agents, INC. 7014 13th 
avenue, suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY, 11228.. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Technotonics LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
03/08/19. Offi  ce Loca-
tion: 1 Deer Crossing, 
Highland, NY (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Roundhouse Prop-
erty Services LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
03/08/19. Offi  ce Loca-
tion: 1 Deer Crossing, 
Highland, NY (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): WA-
TERFALL PUBLISH-
ING
HOUSE LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/27/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: WATERFALL 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
LLC
120 River Rd New 
Paltz NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
PACAMA BLUE-
STONE, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 2/15/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 

to the LLC, 924 Lapla 
Road, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
VALENTINA CUSTOM 
FRAME & GALLERY 
LLC. Articles of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY on 
03/06/2019. Offi  ce: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to the LLC, 7 Taylor 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose  

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNOFNEWPALTZ
N O T I C E O FA D O P -
TION
(Article II, “Snow 
and ice Removal” of 
Chapter 118, “Streets 
and Sidewalks”)
WHEREAS, at a duly 
convened meeting 
of the Town Board 
of the Town of New 
Paltz held at the 
courthouse thereof 
located at 23 Plat-
tekill Avenue in the 
Village and Town 
of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York on 
the 7thday of March, 
2019, at  7:00 o'clock 

P.M. the Town Board 
of the Town of New 
Paltz enacted Local 
Law No. 2 for the year 
2019 entitled: “A lo-
cal law to amend the 
Code of the Town of 
New Paltz to Replace 
Article II, “Snow 
and Ice Removal” of 
Chapter 118, “Streets 
and Sidewalks.” 
The purpose of the 
local law is to pro-
vide for the removal 
of snow and ice from 
sidewalks and other 
walkways in the Town 
of New Paltz lying 
outside the bound-
aries of the incorpo-
rated Village of New 
Paltz within twelve 
(12) hours of the ces-
sation of accumula-
tions of snow and ice 
and to provide penal-
ties for non-compli-
ance with such local 
law, including the ad-
dition to owners’ real 
property tax bills of 
costs and expenses 

incurred by the town 
in the removal of 
such accumulations 
of snow and ice.
A copy of the local 
law is on fi le in the 
Offi  ce of the Town 
Clerk, Town of New 
Paltz located at 52 
Clearwater Road, 
New Paltz, New York 
12561 and is available 
for inspection during 
regular offi  ce hours.
Dated:  New Paltz, 
New York
March 8, 2019  

BY THE ORDER OF 
THE TOWN BOARD 
OF THE TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ
Rosanna Rosen-
kranse, Town 
Clerk 

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNOFNEWPALTZ
N O T I C E O FA D O P -
TION
(PARKING, STOP-
PING AND STANDING 
OF VEHICLES DUR-

ING EMERGENCIES 
AND ACCUMULA-
TIONS OF SNOW AND 
ICE)
WHEREAS, at a duly 
convened meeting 
of the Town Board 
of the Town of New 
Paltz held at the 
Courthouse located 
at 23 Plattekill Av-
enue, Village and 
Town of New Paltz, 
Ulster County, New 
York on the 7thday of 
March,2019, at 7:00 
o'clock P.M. the Town 
Board of the Town of 
New Paltz enacted Lo-
cal Law No. 1 for the 
year 2019 entitled: “A 
local law to amend the 
Code of the Town of 
New Paltz to add a new 
Chapter 119, “Parking, 
Stopping and Standing 
of Vehicles,”the intent 
and purpose of which 
is to provide restric-
tions for the parking, 
stopping and stand-
ing of vehicles on all 
highways within that 

portion of the Town 
of New Paltz lying 
outside the geographi-
cal boundaries of the 
incorporated Village 
of New Paltz during 
emergencies and ac-
cumulations of snow 
and ice and to thereby 
promote and protect 
safety, health and well-
being of persons and 
property within the 
Town.  
A copy of the local law 
is on fi le in the Offi  ce of 
the Town Clerk, Town 
of New Paltz located at 
52 Clearwater Road, 
New Paltz, New York 
12561 and is available 
for inspection during 
regular offi  ce hours.
Dated:  New Paltz, 
New York
March 8, 2019  

BY THE ORDER OF 
THE TOWN BOARD 
OF THE TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ
Rosanna Rosenkranse, 
Town Clerk

ELOISE COLE 
Eloise Cole, nee Eifert, died March 7, 2019 in Pennsylvania.  She was born in 
New Paltz, NY, on June 12, 1925, the eldest child of Charles Henry Eifert and 
Ella Clark Eifert.  She was raised on a farm off of Ohioville Road, and never 
lived more than 3 miles from that home until she moved to Pennsylvania in 
2004.  Eloise went to business school in Poughkeepsie, and then found em-
ployment at SUNY New Paltz, first working for “Miss Reed” and eventually as 
a senior stenographer ending up in the Admissions office under Dr. Egdorf.  
She retired from SUNY New Paltz in 1980.
She married Bernard J. Cole in 1946 after he returned to the area after serving 
in the U. S. Army during World War II.  She first met “Bud” when he was 
working for the New Haven Railroad out of Clintondale, and was a boarder 
at her parent’s home.  They resided on Millrock Road for many years.  Eloise 
is predeceased by her parents, her brother, Charles E. Eifert and her husband.  
Survivors include her son, the Rev. Charles C. Cole and wife, Lucinda, cur-
rently serving the Downingtown United Methodist Church in Pennsylvania; 
her daughter, Dr. Judith A. Cole, a professor in the Biological Sciences Dept. 
at the University of Memphis in Tennessee; her granddaughter, Alyssa Cole 
Mages; and two great grandchildren, Claire Jayne and Braden Joseph Mages.

Services will be private and interment will be at the Lloyd Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be sent to the New Paltz United Methodist Church, 1 Grove Street, New Paltz, NY  12561.
Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.  Online condolences may be 
made to the family of Eloise by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com

NANCY EASTERLING PAYNE
Nancy Easterling Payne of New Paltz, NY, formerly of Summit 
and Chatham, NJ, passed away peacefully on March 6th 2019. 
She was 89 years young.
Born in Tennessee and raised in Santa Monica, CA and 
Norfolk, VA, she earned Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from 
The College of William and Mary and New York University.
Nancy was married to Navy lieutenant Bill Payne of Albany, 
NY. Together they spent several wonderful years stationed in 
Heidelberg, Germany, raised their sons in New Jersey, and 
enjoyed magical summers at Forest Lake Park in Grafton, NY.
Nancy’s career spanned working for the U.S. Army on its official 
history of World War II, for The John’s Hopkins Operations 
Research Office in Germany, for the Sterling Winthrop Research 
Institute in Rensselaer, NY, and for the Silver Burdett publishing 
house in Morristown, NJ.  Once retired, she travelled through 
Asia, Europe and Alaska, before settling in New Paltz.  

She is survived by her sons, Todd and Mark, their wives Phyllis Payne and Elizabeth Rosen, her 
treasured grandson Jake of Woodstock, NY, her brother, Vice Admiral Crawford A. Easterling of 
Jacksonville, FL, and his wife Beverly.
A Celebration of Life service will be held at 2PM on Saturday, March 16th, at 100 Woodland Pond 
Circle, New Paltz, NY.
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LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION FOR 
BIDS
Sealed bids for Con-
tract No. VNP-185 
Furnishing Town Wa-
ter Meters with Fixed 
Network Meter Read-
ing System, for the 
Village of New Paltz,  
Ulster County, New 
York, are sought and 
requested as set forth 
in drawings and spec-
ifi cations prepared by 
Brinnier and Larios, 
P.C., 67 Maiden Lane, 
Kingston, New York  
12401.
The project consists 
of furnishing water 
meters with fi xed net-
work meter reading 
system for the Village 
of New Paltz.
                                                     
Separate sealed pro-
posals completed on 
forms provided with 
the Contract docu-
ments shall be re-
ceived by the Village 
of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York at 
the Village Hall until 
2:00 PM  o'clock on    
Thursday   ,   April 
4th   , 2019 at which 
time they will be pub-
licly opened and read 
aloud.

All of the contract 
documents, includ-
ing Instructions to 
Bidders, Proposal 
Forms, General Con-
ditions governing 
the contract, draw-
ings and detailed 
specifi cations, may 
be examined at the 
offi  ce of Brinnier 
and Larios, P.C., 67 
Maiden Lane, Kings-
ton, New York 12401, 
or at the offi  ce of the 
Village Clerk, Village 

Hall, 25 Plattekill Av-
enue, New Paltz, New 
York. Copies of these 
documents may be 
obtained upon pay-
ment of $40.00 per 
set.  All payments 
shall be made pay-
able to Brinnier and 
Larios, P.C.  Payment 
for documents rep-
resents reproduction 
costs and therefore 
is non-refundable.  
Contract documents 
will be sent via fi rst 
class mail upon re-
ceipt of a request for 
an additional fee of 
$10.00.  

Digital copies of all 
contract documents 
may also be obtained 
by visiting www.brin-
nierandlarios.com.  
All online contract 
documents are free 
of charge and bidders 
must complete the 
necessary registra-
tion form to receive 
the links for digital 
download.  Brinnier 
and Larios, P.C. is 
not responsible for 
the accuracy of any 
digital contract docu-
ments that are down-
loaded outside of the 
direct download from 
our website.
 
Each bidder must de-
posit with his bid, se-
curity in the amount 
of not less than fi ve 
percentum (5%) of 
the base bid in the 
form of a certifi ed 
check or bid bond 
subject to the condi-
tions of this contract.
 
The successful bidder 
shall furnish a Per-
formance Bond and 
a Labor and Material 
Payment Bond in the 
amount of 100% of 
the accepted bid as 

set forth in the Bid 
Form.  These Bonds 
shall be in compli-
ance with the Specifi -
cations. 
 
The Village of New 
Paltz hereby notifi es 
all Bidders that it will 
affi  rmatively insure 
that in regard to any 
contract entered into 
pursuant to this ad-
vertisement, minori-
ty business enterpris-
es will be aff orded full 
opportunity to sub-
mit bids in response 
to this invitation and 
will not be discrimi-

Legals

nated against on the 
grounds of race, col-
or, or national origin 
in consideration for 
an award.
Attention is directed 
to the fact that the 
Contractor will be 
governed by the labor 
Standards Provisions, 
which are made part 
of this specifi cations 
and contract.

The bidder, by sign-
ing his proposal, cer-
tifi es that he is fully 
aware of the State 
Laws regarding the 
non-collusion bid-

 

Students meet with State Senators

O
N MARCH 5, Ulster BOCES students from the Pre-University/New Visions Health program 
and their teachers traveled to Albany to meet with state legislators to advocate on behalf 
of Alzheimer’s patients. The students discussed how expensive it is to care for Alzheim-
er's patients and how an improved early detection program could save money for the 

families and the state, while reducing emotional trauma associated with dealing with the disease. 
Students met with State Senator Jen Metzger and State Senator George Amedore.

ULSTER | BOCES

During a trip to the State Capitol to advocate for Alzheimer’s patients, Ulster BOCES Pre-University/ 
New Visions  Health students met with elected off icials, including Senator Jen Metzger, (D-Rosendale). 
Pictured here from left to right are: Mollie Allard, Wallkill Central School District; Jenna VonAhnen, New 
Paltz Central School District; Senator Jen Metzger; Alyssa Hiesel and Brooke Martinez, both from the 
New Paltz Central School District.

ding certifi cation.  No 
separate forms will 
be required, but the 
actual signing of the 
proposal includes 
such a statement and 
is included in the pro-
posal.
 
The Village Board ex-
pressly reserves the 
right to waive any 
informalities in or 
to accept any bid, or 
to reject any and all 
bids, or to award on 
any or all items, as 
the interest of the Vil-
lage of New Paltz may 
appear to require.
 
The Village of New 
Paltz  is an exempt or-
ganization under the 
Tax Laws and is ex-
empt from payment 

of Sales and Compen-
sating Use Taxes of 
the State of New York 
and Cities and Coun-
ties of the State of all 
materials which are to 
be incorporated into 
the project, pursuant 
to the provisions of the 
Contract.  These taxes 
are not to be included 
in the Bid.
 
No bidder may with-
draw his bid within 
45 (forty-fi ve) days af-
ter the actual date of 
the opening thereof.
By order of the Village 
Board, Village of New 
Paltz, Ulster County, 
New York, an equal 
opportunity/affirma-
tive action employer.
Date:    March 14, 2019                                           
Tim Rogers, Mayor

GEORGE WILLIAM BURKE JR.
We lost our hero today, March 3, 2019 after a long illness. He was 88 years old.

Burkey passed at home surrounded by his loving family. He leaves his wife Ellie (Selby) of 
64 years; daughter Alice; sons William, Timothy, Mark, Phillip and David, nine grandchil-
dren and two great-granddaughters; siblings: brothers James and Robert and sister Carol.

He was pre-deceased by his Mom and Dad, sisters Marjorie and Rosemary, brother Timo-
thy, and grandson Bryce.

Born in Saratoga Springs, he graduated SS High School in 1948. In July 1950 Burkey joined 
the Army; he would fight for six months on the front lines before being captured on May 
18, 1951 by the North Koreans. After marching from May until October, he was held prisoner of war until August 
27, 1953

After an Honorable Discharge from the Army, he went to work for his step-dad, Percy Dake at Stewarts, married 
his wife Ellie, started a large family and went to work for AT&T/Lucent Technologies and retired from there as a 
supervisor in 1987.

George was a Life member of the National Ex-POWs and VFW Post 3282 in Port Orange; also a member of Amer-
ican Legion Post 361, charter member of AMVETS Post 1992 in Mt. Dora, Florida, and past Commander of V.F.W. 
Post 8645 New Paltz, NY.

There will be a service with full military honors at a later date.

George’s family wants to express their appreciation to the Halifax Hospice group that worked with him and our fam-
ily. Special thanks to nurse Joie and social worker Bridgette; the CNA’s took extra loving care of our hero. Thank you.

In memory of George please consider Halifax Health Hospice of Port Orange, Florida

Condolences may be shared with the family at www.lohmanfuneralhomes.com

Arrangements entrusted with the Lohman Funeral Home Port Orange, Florida. 

AUTHORS:
WANT MORE BOOK SALES?

Get an award winning cover!
Find out how: myvisionpress.com


