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New Paltz High 
School Principal 
Barbara Clinton
to retire

by Sharyn Flanagan 

A
FTER A 48-YEAR career in the 
New Paltz Central School Dis-
trict, New Paltz High School 
(NPHS) Principal Barbara Clin-

ton is retiring, eff ective July 5.

This leaves the school district with 
three principals to hire for the 2019-
2020 school year. Tarkan Ceng resigned 
as principal from Lenape Elementary 
School earlier this month after two years 
on the job, and following the retirement 
of Debra Hogencamp as principal of Du-
zine Elementary School last August, in-
terim principal William Ball is currently 
at the helm, but is only slated to contin-
ue in that role through June 30.

Longtime New Paltz Middle School 
Principal Dr. Richard Wiesenthal, unex-
pectedly resigned from his position on 
June 22, 2018. The board appointed as-
sistant principal Ann Sheldon to fi ll his 
slot.

At the Board of Education meeting on 
Wednesday, March 13, Superintendent 
of Schools Maria Rice said the district 
will be hiring a recruitment specialist to 
assist in the hiring process. The board 
approved the cost to hire such a fi rm 
during executive session, she said, but 
the dollar amount to be paid was not 
disclosed publicly. Interviews with rep-
resentatives of recruitment fi rms will 
be done on March 21 to fi nd the best fi t 

Continued on page 11
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Room with a view
Heartwood developers off er fi rst glimpses
of resort building designs

Barbara Clinton.
Rendering of Heartwood’s lobby, spa and restaurant buildings.

Continued on page 14

Rendering of Heartwood’s double cabin.

by Frances Marion Platt

S
HINRIN YOKU, LLC, the devel-
opment company headed by 
Phillip Rapoport and Kristin 
Soong Rapoport, has released 

its fi rst public renderings of structures 
planned for the Heartwood eco-resort in 
Gardiner. Set on a 141-acre site that was 
formerly home to a tree farm, located on 
the north bank of the Shawangunk Kill in 
the Tuthilltown hamlet, Heartwood will 
include 70 cabins, a main building with 
spa and restaurant and an event space.

One of the renderings depicts the en-
tryway to the main building complex, to 
be constructed in the center of the lot, 
set back from both the stream and Route 
44/55. The design is geometrically spare 
and simple, the single-story building 
modules capped by triangular roofs that 
recapitulate the visual rhythms of the 
Shawangunk Ridge in the background. 
The foreground shows a native wildfl ow-
er meadow surrounding wooden steps 
leading up to the roofed outdoor space 
that the principals are calling the atrium. 
Trees grow through the fl oor of the cen-
tral patio, where a stone chimney ap-

pears to fl oat in midair above a fi repit, so 
as not to block the cliff  viewscape. The 
airy design, incorporating what were 
promised during the application pro-
cess to be primarily natural materials, 
suggests East Asian infl uences; indeed, 
shinrin yoku is the Japanese phrase 
meaning “forest bathing,” a popular 
trend of seeking physical and psychic 
harmony through meditative relaxation 
in the outdoors.

“Guests will arrive to Heartwood at 

the vaulted atrium space that frames the 
beautiful view of the Shawangunk Ridge. 
This rendering was created from a photo 
we took at the actual future location of 
the atrium. The space was designed to 
provide an indoor/outdoor experience 
that carries over into the central ameni-
ty buildings and the cabins, where large 
windows provide views of the Ridge and 
the fi eld and forest around you,” Kristin 
Soong Rapoport explains. “The lobby, 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 NEW PALTZ | ENVIRONMENT
Community potluck

The Ulster Activists will hold a community potluck 
on March 31 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the New Paltz Com-
munity Center. Bring a favorite dish and join in on 
an information session to learn about the New York 
Health Act and its benefi ts. For additional informa-
tion, visit www.nyhcampaign.org.

Purim Carnival on March 24

The Jewish Congregation of New Paltz will be hold-
ing its annual Purim Carnival on Sunday, March 24. 
The festivities will start at the synagogue, located at 
8 Church Street, at 10 a.m. with a reciting of the book 
of Esther.

Every year, the Bar and Bat Mitzvah students come 
up with a fun twist on the original story. Promptly 
after the service (approximately 11:15 a.m.) the party 
will move to the Jewish Community Center, located 
at 30 North Chestnut Street, where there will be 
hamantaschen (traditional Purim cookies) and ba-
gels served on the house.  The carnival will include 
various games and prizes, including fl ushing the in-
famous Haman down the toilet, face painting and 
crafts. Costume wearing is encouraged. All are wel-
come, and the event is free. 

Longevity workshop
with Sarah Choi

The Gardiner Library will host a Longevity Work-
shop with Sarah Choi on Saturday, March 23 from 
10 to 11 a.m. This free event encourages community 
members to rethink their conceptions of health, ag-
ing, personal fulfi llment and the second half of their 
lives. Explore a variety of topics including: life habits 
and longevity, life expectancy after 60, healthcare 
system, holistic health and self-empowerment. Ex-
perience easy and simple methods designed to boost 
health and well-being long into the future! All ages 
are welcome. Workshop is a mixture of presentation 
and kinesthetic learning. 

Sarah Choi is the Director of the EarthMind Well-
ness Center at Honor’s Haven Resort and Spa in El-
lenville.

All workshops and classes are held in the library 
community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For fur-
ther information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

Roost Studios will be awarding 
$2,000 in art scholarships

This year, Roost Studios will be awarding $2,000 
in scholarships to student artists who stand out 
among their peers. This competition is an opportu-
nity for local New Paltz student artists to participate 
in a student art exhibition and compete for schol-
arship prizes at the same time. All student artists 
participating in the exhibition will automatically be 
considered for scholarship prizes. 

The Roost Studios Emerging Artist Award in the 
amount of $1,000 will be awarded to one New Paltz 
High School senior pursuing higher education in the 
arts. The award amount will be paid out to the stu-

dent’s future college or university of attendance. 
The Roost Boost Student Art Award in the amount 

of $250 will be given out to four SUNY New Paltz art 
students demonstrating excellence and dedication 
in the arts. The award amount will be directly avail-
able to the student artists. 

Submission Materials: Applicants are required to 
submit a small digital portfolio and brief essay in 
order to be considered for the student exhibition 
and scholarship contest. Digital portfolios must in-
clude fi ve works of art (and dimensions in inches) 

for consideration by Roost Studios members and 
competition judges. (The judges are Emmy Hastings, 
Kevin Cook and Barbara Lane.) Applicants must also 
provide a brief essay (500 words max) responding 
to either or both of the following questions: 1) What 
inspires you as an artist? 2) How has art made you 
who you are?

Accepted applicants will be required to submit at 
least one physical work to the student art exhibition. 
There are no size limitations on physical works sub-
mitted to the exhibition. However, all work must be 
wall mountable, wired and able to hang on a hook. 
These physical pieces, along with the applicant’s 
personal essay, will represent the criteria used by 
the judges in determining scholarship recipients. 

Submit your application electronically at www.
roostcoop.org/apply. The following is a timeline of the 
competition: April 7 -- all digital applications due; April 
14 -- accepted applicants will be notifi ed of their inclu-
sion in the exhibition; April 21 -- drop-off  day for exhibi-

SARAH WYMAN

Students, teachers, activists and community members rallied at SUNY New Paltz on Friday, March 15 to 
demonstrate solidarity with the global movement demanding action on climate change.

A local movement for action on climate change

S
TUDENTS, TEACHERS, ACTIVISTS and community members rallied at SUNY New Paltz on 
Friday, March 15 to demonstrate solidarity with the global movement demanding action 
on climate change. The small, lively crowd that gathered outside the SUNY New Paltz Hu-
manities building was the local component of a larger global movement on Friday, March 

15 when more than a million students and young people demonstrated around the world. The 
movement has garnered extensive media attention, and there is another call for international 
action on April 15. United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has called an emergency 
summit on climate change this September in New York City, partially in response to the student 
strikes. 

After a short rally with speeches, chants and dancing, some attendees walked to New Paltz Vil-
lage Hall to meet with staff  members of State Senator Jen Metzger’s offi  ce. Constituents expressed 
support for immediate action to reduce emissions and implement a Green New Deal at the State 
level if the Trump administration continues to stall action at the federal level. Opposition was also 
voiced to the construction and operation of new fossil fuel infrastructure in the Hudson Valley, 
such as the Danskammer plant in Newburgh, CPV Energy in Middletown and Cricket Valley in 
Dover Plains. 
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tion. All physical works to be delivered to the gallery; 
May 4 -- opening reception for exhibition. 

Lasagna dinner

A lasagna dinner, sponsored by the Gardiner Day 
Committee, will be held on Saturday, March 30 at 
the Gardiner Firehouse. Dinner will be served from 
5 to 8 p.m. with continuous seating. 

The menu includes meatless lasagna, meatballs, 
salad, Italian bread and dessert. Take-out dinners 
will be available. BYOB.

Advance tickets are required. The cost is $15 for 
adults, $10 for seniors and $7 for children under ten. 

The event will feature a 50/50 raffl  e.
Tickets can be purchased at the Gardiner Town 

Hall or Ulster Savings Bank (Gardiner branch). For 
additional information, call or text (845) 863-6456.

Art program with Jill Obrig

The Gardiner Library will host a Creating Refl ec-
tions on your Fish: Literature-Based Art Program 
with Jill Obrig on Sunday, March 31 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
The workshop is $15 per child for grades K-4. Pre-
registration and payment is due by Monday, March 
25. The art exploration will look at underwater fi sh 
and how their scales refl ect light and surrounding 
water. After reading Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfi ster, 
children will delve into using unusual materials and 
design their own Rainbow Fish.

The workshop takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, 
call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Discuss contemporary issues at
the Methodist Church in New Paltz

Join the New Paltz United Methodist Church as 
they read about and discuss contemporary issues 
on Wednesday, March 27, Wednesday, April 3 and 
Wednesday, April 10 at 7 p.m. in the library of the 
church, located at 1 Grove Street.

Case studies present everyday examples of the 
ways in which racism, sexism, homophobia and het-
erosexism, class inequities, language bias, religious-
based oppression and other equity and diversity 
concerns aff ect people within the context of scrip-
ture.

For more information, call (845) 255-5210 or visit 
www.newpaltzUMC.org 

Kids science program
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host What’s Up With 
Static Electricity? with Christina Pominville on Sat-
urday, March 30 from 2 to 3 p.m. This is a free event 
for ages 6-10. Sign-up is open until March 24 and 
space is limited. Children will explore static electric-
ity through a variety of experiments and inquiry-
based activities. Activities will include balloon static 
electricity, levitating an object, separating solids and 
creating a static electric butterfl y.

The program takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Repair Café March 23 in New Paltz

A spring-time Repair Café will be held on Saturday, 
March 23 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the New Paltz 
United Methodist Church on the corner of Main 
and Grove streets. This neighborhood initiative pro-
motes repair as an alternative to useless clutter. The 
guys and gals who do the repairs have signifi cant 
skills in a wide range of categories: mechanical, elec-
trical, electronic and digital, clothing and textiles, 
dolls and stuff ed animals, jewelry and things made 
of wood. 

 Other special off erings include digital photo resto-
ration and wordsmithing. Bring a damaged or faded 
photograph for Don Grice to repair according to 
your wishes while you watch and Saugerties author 
Vernon Benjamin will off er his experienced editorial 
advice for any type of writing, letter or document 
brought to him. The supervised kids’ take-apart and 
create area will be up and running.  

Repair Café continues its commitment to Family of 
New Paltz. The events are free, but when you bring 
an item for repair, please also bring a food item for 
Family.

 SUNY | NEW PALTZ

T
HE SUNY NEW Paltz School of 
Education invites members of the 
community to a free evening lec-
ture with James M. Patton, profes-

sor emeritus at the College of William and 
Mary, and the 2019 Dean of Education’s Dis-
tinguished Scholar on Thursday, March 28, 
5 p.m., in Lecture Center room 102 on the 
SUNY New Paltz campus.

Patton’s talk, “Cultural Assessment and 
Cross-Cultural Competency: The Sine Qua 
Non for Cultural Responsivity and Imagining 
Otherwise,” focuses on his work improving 
inclusion and access in education.

A lifelong educator and researcher, Pat-
ton has dedicated himself to helping teach-
ers and learners think about how to close 
achievement gaps and improve outcomes in 
increasingly diverse classrooms and commu-
nities. 

He has been a pioneer in defi ning and 
advocating for the concept of cross-cultural 
competency in education, and his work con-
sistently demonstrates that a teacher’s ability to empathize with and adapt to the varying cultural 
norms of students and their families is key to improving educational outcomes.

James M. Patton.

SUNY New Paltz welcomes James M. Patton, 2019 Dean 
of Education’s Distinguished Scholar, on March 28

Baked treats by John Carraturo and Barbara Lane 
will be featured in the café. As always, coff ee and tea 
are free. Bakes treats and fruit are by donation.

Repair Café in New Paltz is sponsored by the New 
Paltz United Methodist Church and the New Paltz 
Climate Action Coalition.

Film on Pope Francis

St. Joseph’s Church in New Paltz will show the 
acclaimed documentary Pope Francis: A Man of His 
Word on Sunday, March 24, 1 p.m., in the church hall, 
located at 34 South Chestnut Street in New Paltz.

Award-winning director Wim Wenders made the 
fi lm to help the Pope share his deepest spiritual and 
moral concerns about the human family and our 
common home, earth. A discussion will be held fol-
lowing the fi lm. All are welcome.

Writing workshop with Lawrence 
Carr at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host a writing workshop 
series with author Lawrence Carr starting Monday, 
March 25 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The workshop will 
focus on fact or fi ction, helping those interested in 
writing their stories and memoirs. The series con-
sists of four workshops continuing Monday evenings 
April 1, April 8 and April 22. Each session is $15 or the 
entire series can be pre-registered for $45. Pre-regis-
tration for the workshops is preferred, but walk-ins 
are welcome. 

All workshops and classes are held in the library 
community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For fur-
ther information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

Art opening for Woodstock School 
of Art instructors show

The Mark Gruber Gallery will present an exhibi-
tion to benefi t the Woodstock School of Art. “The 
Woodstock School of Art Instructors Show” opens 
on Saturday, March 23 and runs through May 11. An 
artists’ wine and cheese opening reception will be 
held on Saturday, March 23 from 5 to 7 p.m. The 
public is invited to attend this free event.

The Mark Gruber Gallery is located in the New 
Paltz Plaza. For more information, please contact 
Mark Gruber at (845) 255-1241 or visit markgruber-
gallery.com.

No dinner chicken dinner

The New Paltz United Methodist Church trustees 
invite the community to a no dinner chicken dinner, 

which will not be held on Sunday, March 31. Instead, 
funds are needed for repairs to the lift, which will 
cost about $2,000. Make checks payable to NPUMC, 
write “trustees dinner” on memo line or put cash in 
an envelope marked, “trustees dinner.” For more 
information, call (845) 255-5210 or visit www.new-
paltzUMC.org.

Secular Jewish group in New Paltz

An informal gathering of Jews in the area who seek a 
spiritually uplifting Jewish practice that is not centered 
on belief in a supernatural being will meet for a discus-
sion and Purim treats on Sunday, March 24 from 1 to 3 
p.m. at 343 Old Kingston Road in New Paltz.

The event is free. Please RSVP to newpaltzha-
vurah@gmail.com. For additional information, visit 
https://www.meetup.com/Hudson-Valley-Secular-
Judaism-Meetup/.

Paintings by Rachel Swersey art 
exhibit and reception in Gardiner

The Gardiner Library is currently hosting an ex-
hibit entitled Summer in Winter: Paintings by Rachel 
Swersey, culminating with the artist reception on 
Sunday, March 24 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Meet the 
artist and see her works, which bring the colors and 
warmth of summer to life in paint. Traditional still 
life is the point of departure for relationships both 
simple and complex between objects, nature and 
people. Like summer in winter, the balancing of op-
posites is a theme throughout the work.

Swersey is an artist living in Gardiner. She received 
her BFA in painting at Bard College and her MA in 
Art Education from Teachers College Columbia Uni-
versity. For ten months of the year she teaches art to 
middle school students in Kingston. During the sum-
mer, she paints.

The works will be on display in the library exhibit 
space, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike, through March 24. 
For further information, call the library at 255-1255 
or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.
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NEW PALTZ | TOWN & VILLAGE

by Terence P Ward

S
TATE DEPARTMENT OF Transportation 
(DOT) offi  cials seem poised to make a deci-
sion which could kill the Stewart’s plan for 
the corner of North Chestnut Street and Hen-

ry W. Dubois Drive in New Paltz, and that has village 
trustees railing against the tendency to prioritize au-
tomotive traffi  c despite the passage of the Complete 
Streets Act in 2011.

When reviewing plans to build a new Stewart’s at 
this corner, transportation offi  cials determined that 
what’s really needed is a traffi  c light. What’s more, 
they think the estimated $500,000 cost should be 
paid with a Stewart’s check. Village of New Paltz 
Planning Board chair Eve Walter agrees that this is a 
challenging intersection, but believes the problems 

would exist whether or not a Stewart’s is built; if this 
light is a requirement, her understanding is that the 
application will be withdrawn.

The lot in question is part of the village’s neigh-
borhood-business-residential district, where build-
ings must be two stories or more, accommodate a 
mix of commercial and residential uses and be near 
the road to encourage pedestrian use with street fur-
niture and parking all around the back. It’s one of 
the few lots in the zone which could accommodate 
the maximum three-story building, but Stewart’s 
executives sought a variance because that’s just not 
the corporate model. A use which is in keeping with 
zone requirements would still likely generate more 
traffi  c than the business now being operated there.

Mayor Tim Rogers is clear that if a traffi  c light is 
to be built on a state road, it should be paid for out 
of state tax dollars. However, he’s in favor of simply 
redoing the striping at the intersection to better di-
rect traffi  c. A light is not only more costly, but in his 
mind reinforces the mindset that all design needs to 
be built around driving, which doesn’t fi t the “com-
plete streets” philosophy very well.

According to information on the state department 
of transportation web site, a complete street “is a 
roadway planned and designed to consider the safe, 
convenient access and mobility of all roadway users 
of all ages and abilities. This includes pedestrians, bi-
cyclists, public transportation riders and motorists; 

it includes children, the elderly and persons with 
disabilities.” Local leaders aren’t convinced those in 
the DOT have adapted to this new law.

Town Supervisor Neil Bettez, who was in atten-
dance for the joint town-village meeting, cited an-
other example of that thinking: the crossing signal at 
North Front to cross North Chestnut street. The walk 
signal isn’t “protected” — it doesn’t stop drivers in all 
directions — and he was told that making that change 
“would slow traffi  c down too much.”

Deputy mayor KT Tobin noted that the plan for 
how to include bicycle and pedestrian traffi  c in front 
of Zero Place was “shot down” by DOT offi  cials; she 
thinks “mixed messages” are coming from state of-
fi ces. ++

Tenant feedback sought; review of 
security deposit and registry laws 
underway

Members of the New Paltz Landlord-Tenant Rela-
tions Council held their last meeting at SUNY New 
Paltz, and while attendance wasn't huge, there are 
plans to make this a regular thing. According to Vil-
lage Trustee Dennis Young, meetings will be held on 

Light at the end of the Henry
State transportation offi  cials seem poised to make a decision for the intersection
of North Chestnut Street and Henry W. Dubois Drive

Mayor Tim Rogers is in 
favor of simply redoing the 
striping at the intersection 

to better direct traffi  c. 

campus every other month while school is in ses-
sion. It's possible the location is more convenient to 
students living on campus, but given that there's not 
enough room in the dorms for all the students admit-
ted each year, those living on campus are likely to 
live off -campus in the future.

The law mandating how long landlords have to 
return security deposits was passed a year ago, and 
Deputy Mayor KT Tobin thinks this would be a good 
time to review how well it's been working. She's 
encouraging renters to report on their experience. 
While she asked to hear directly from residents dur-
ing the meeting, afterwards she said that the Land-
lord-Tenant Relations Council is also the best group 
to be given that feedback.

The village building inspector has been busy dig-
ging into county data, comparing buildings on the 
tax rolls with the ones registered as rentals in the vil-
lage. All rental property, whether the arrangement is 
for months or only days, must be registered and in-
spected; the full list is posted online under the Land-
lord-Tenant Relations Council. The inspector found 
82 "discrepancies," including ten illegal apartments.

-- Terence P Ward

Water and sewer
no barrier to zoning

Just because there’s no capacity to pipe water 

LAUREN THOMAS

A traff ic light is proposed at the intersection at North Chestnut Street (Route 32 North) and Henry W. Dubois Drive.

Fully Licensed & Insured

Heating - Air Conditioning - Refrigeration - Plumbing

845.406.0939
forestairhvac.com 

EXPERIENCE THE DIFERENCE
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

Anneliese Mordhorst is passionate 
about supporting the well being of her 
students. She incorporates Body-Mind 
Centering®, Continuum Movement® 
and Bartenieff Fundamentals into her 
Pilates teaching. Anneliese teaches all 
levels of machine work, as well as the 
highlighted Mat/TRX classes (right).

Pilates of New Paltz
— meet  our  staff  —

845.255.0559  |  www.pi latesnewpaltz.com  |   12 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz

MAT & TRX/MAT BLEND 
SCHEDULE

Class size is limited to insure quality instruction. 
CALL or TEXT ahead 845.255.0559  

to reserve your spot. $18 class / $160 10 class
Cash or Check Only

Monday:
9:30am Mat
10:30am Mat/TRX
5:30pm Mat
6:30pm Mat

Tuesday: 
4:30pm Mat/TRX
Wednesday: 
9:30am Mat/TRX
Friday: 
7am Mat
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and sewer to the nascent gateway zone by the Thru-
way in New Paltz doesn’t mean that the new zoning 
shouldn’t be passed. That was the takeaway from 
a joint discussion of town and village board mem-
bers on March 13. Both water and sewer systems are 
largely village-controlled, and village trustees don’t 
see any easy way to make hooking all those proper-
ties up in the foreseeable future.

On the other hand, plans to absorb the town’s 
sewer district six into the village system do seem fea-
sible, because the amount used by those residents is 
half what’s being sought for the Trans-Hudson CVS 
project along North Putt Corners Road. That would 
greatly reduce those sewer bills because district us-
ers are paying for a lot of maintenance and inspec-
tions, the cost of which is more manageable when 
divided among a larger number of users.

Town Supervisor Neil Bettez expressed frustration 
that the system for providing aid to repair older in-
frastructure represents a “perverse disincentive” to 
doing anything at all. That’s because a plant that’s 
failing isn’t nearly as likely to get funded as one that’s 
already failed.

Improvements may be required in another way 
soon enough. State environmental offi  cials who 
monitor the consent order which requires village 
offi  cials to keep working on sewer infi ltration im-
provements want a local law passed which will tar-
get SUNY and town-controlled parts of the system. 
Those haven’t been the focus up until now.

-- Terence P Ward

Final warning?

New Paltz Village Trustee Dennis Young again 
announced that anyone receiving residential trash 

pickup through a company other than County Waste 
“will have service interruptions soon,” because “po-
lice are actively monitoring routes” to see who is vio-
lating the law by contracting with any other entity to 
do that job. No tickets have been written yet, Chief 
Joseph Snyder of the town police has confi rmed, 
but any that are will go to the driver of the truck. 
To make that possible, said Young, the offi  cer must 
identify that driver. Community residents are being 
encouraged to call in reports of “rogue haulers” op-
erating in New Paltz to the town or village clerk.

Despite there not yet being penalties imposed, 
Mayor Tim Rogers pronounced the town and village 
laws “a success” because residents are reporting to 
him that there are fewer of the large, noisy trucks on 
the roads.

-- Terence P Ward

Just say no

Members of Resisterhood: New Paltz will be con-
ducting an online zero-plastic challenge during the 
month of April, according to members Michele Zipp 
and Ronnie Yastion. The event will asking partici-
pants to track their progress in reducing how much 
plastic they use.

-- Terence P Ward

Square off  the table

A plan to turn the sea of asphalt between Mobil 
and the New Paltz Post Offi  ce into something of a 
public square with parking will not be moving for-
ward. Mayor Tim Rogers confi rmed that the proper-
ty owner is not interested because he is concerned it 

would result in fewer spaces in his lot, and thus less 
revenue paid him by village offi  cials for the privilege 
of keeping meters there.

-- Terence P Ward

Pot of confusion

New Paltz village and town offi  cials don’t like 
the current proposals for legalizing cannabis in the 
State, because they want some of that money. Right 
now, nothing is set aside for local governments, yet 
it’s local police who will need to be retrained and lo-
cal offi  cials who will have to write new zoning for the 
sticky commodity’s sale.

-- Terence P Ward

No district for you

A condition of the funding of a new fi rehouse is 
that it remain under village control, New Paltz May-
or Tim Rogers said during the March 13 joint town 
and village board meeting. That means a decision 
was made weighing independence of the fi refi ghters 
against a new station, and the station won.

Offi  cials voted in support of a non-binding resolu-
tion to have the money needed to fi nish construction 
on that station be borrowed through village govern-
ment, with part of the payments coming from the 
town treasury. Town Board member Marty Irwin 
cast the lone dissenting vote.

-- Terence P Ward

More aff ordable

The amount of aff ordable housing in the Village of 
New Paltz is slowly increasing, and residents are en-
couraged to apply to be on the waiting list because 
that’s helpful for developing strategies to increase it 
still more. Work to write a similar law for the remain-
der of the town is ongoing.

-- Terence P Ward

Noble art of surveying

A grant for $318,000 was awarded to make desired 
improvements to Mill Brook Preserve in New Paltz, 
but no back-of-the-napkin sketch will do. Before 
plans to spend that money on bridges and some trail 
improvement can move forward, a survey is being 
required. It’s a $20,000 job, but considered a worth-
while investment by those writing the check.

-- Terence P Ward

Sprinkling some simplicity

New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers has suggested a way 
to simplify a proposed law to require residential 
sprinklers. The verbiage has depended upon lan-
guage about renovations signifi cant enough to trig-
ger the sprinklers as a requirement, using formulae 
familiar to building inspectors, but Rogers thought 
they should always be required whenever a new 
bedroom is added. A compromise resulted, with ei-
ther factor being a trigger. The sprinklers in question 
won’t put out a building fi re, but suppress it along 
the exit routes to maximize the number of humans 
who are able to reach safety before fi refi ghters ar-
rive.

-- Terence P Ward

Rescuing the rescue squad

Governor Andrew Cuomo is looking to cut Medic-
aid payments for ambulance services, which in New 
Paltz would mean that cost is picked up by taxpay-
ers who support the largely volunteer rescue squad 
as they go about their lifesaving work. That’s not an 
easy pill to swallow, given the increases local taxpay-
ers often must brace for each year. Town Supervisor 
Neil Bettez said it was akin to “kicking people when 
they’re down,” imperiling lives to benefi t the State 
budget. Town and village offi  cials are asking for that 
measure to be dropped from the budget.

-- Terence P Ward

“Hunger Games”-style State funding continues

A
NOTHER ROUND OF Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) grants is coming up, and 
local offi  cials in New Paltz are again seeking the $10 million prize. One of these is awarded 
in each of ten regions, with all other applicants receiving no funding. However, they are 
advised that applying for the DRI is an important “planning exercise” which could put a 

given project in better position for the bigger pot of state funding, which is sought through the con-
solidated funding application.

This year’s project would focus on Plattekill Avenue: a joint municipal center, an extra level of 
parking in the village lot, and room for the owners of Arcos to expand their business. Pluses include 
leveraging the vacancy created by a new fi rehouse being built partially with state money, and the 
promise of 30 new engineers being hired at Arcos.

Elected representatives also passed a formal resolution in favor of creating a joint municipal cen-
ter, as State Senator Jen Metzger indicated that’s something she could use to help her fi nd money for 
such a project.

-- Terence P Ward

LAUREN THOMAS

This year’s DRI project would focus on Plattekill Avenue: a joint municipal center, an extra level of parking 
in the village lot and room for the owners of Arcos to expand their business.
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by Terence P Ward

M
CDONALD'S ENGINEER ALAN Roscoe 
is unfailingly polite when he talks about 
connecting the lot of that fast-food 
place in New Paltz to either of the ad-

jacent properties, but he's also fi rmly opposed. Mc-
Donald's is a corporation built on a business model 
of getting people into cars and idling in the drive-
through lane, and New Paltz is a community where 
more and more zoning is being geared toward en-
couraging people to walk from place to place. Plans 
to make connections were created as part of a re-
modeling proposal, albeit grudgingly, after Ulster 
County Planning Board members required the idea 
be explored.

Interconnection of parking areas is a planning 
objective at the county level, as part of an eff ort to 
design developments for people rather than their 
vehicles. For this particular project, a specifi c objec-
tive is to reduce the number of drivers attempting 
to make a left onto Route 299 from McDonald's, but 
presumably it would also incrementally benefi t the 
broader goal of reducing the need to depend on mo-
tor vehicles. However, owners of neighboring prop-
erties seem to share Roscoe's view that they have no 
obligation to contribute to a common good which 
doesn't benefi t the bottom line.

Jim Kempner, whose corporation owns the plaza 
where Tops is the anchor store, wrote in an e-mail 
that "the scenarios shown on your plan will cause 
traffi  c issues within our center and show no benefi t 
to the overall issue. Accordingly, we are not inter-
ested in pursuing this further."

David Ness, chairman of the board at the New 
Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce, provided 
no specifi cs at all, simply writing that "we are not in 
favor of the proposed easements" between the two 
properties. New Paltz Town Planning Board mem-
bers acknowledged that if reducing left turns was a 
rationale, such a connection wouldn't further that 
end.

The requirement was simply to pursue the possi-
bility, rather than to build it. Therefore, it's likely to 
be deemed asked-and-answered since the rejection 

of neighbors is suffi  cient in the present legal envi-
ronment to put the kibosh on the idea.

Planning Board members also tried to get Roscoe's 
corporate superiors to invest in something a little 
more in keeping with community aesthetics. Jane 
Schanberg asked if what she called the "very, very 
stark design" could become something "not quite so 
dramatically modern," but Roscoe's tried-and-true 
justifi cation is that this is the look now being used for 
McDonald's throughout the northeast. Digging into 
the look of the building is something board members 
agreed to do during a workshop meeting. ++

Not terrifi c

The application wasn't on the agenda of the New 

Paltz Town Planning Board, but neighbors still 
showed up on March 11 to tell board members that 
they don't have a good feeling about a proposal to 
move Tow-Rifi c to a property that fronts on both 
Route 32 and Old Kingston Road.

Roland Bahret said that he's "concerned how this 
auto repair site will be developed," especially regard-
ing impacts to motorized traffi  c. He pointed out that 
at other nearby auto mechanics, it seems typical to 
have 20 or more cars stored on the site at any given 
time, and he's skeptical there's enough room on the 
portion of the site which is zoned for business. The 
frontage along Old Kingston Road is in the R-1 resi-
dential zone.

Another neighbor who only identifi ed himself as 
"Kyle" said that a "gem of an area" for rearing chil-
dren would be endangered by this business use. He 
told board members that he'd been surprised owner 
Joseph Tanzi had said he wasn't sure how many tow 
trucks were part of the business; the answer, accord-
ing to this neighbor, is fi ve.

-- Terence P Ward

All wet

A proposal to put a swimming pool in a yard on 
Cragswood Road in New Paltz could get complicated, 
because the property is surrounded by wetlands and 
it's not clear if the lawn itself hasn't been expanded 
into that area over time.

Rose Rudnitski, a member of the New Paltz Envi-
ronmental Conservation Board, delivered some ini-
tial recommendations of that group at the March 11 
Town Planning Board meeting, including the need to 
ensure all the wetlands are properly delineated be-
fore any rubber stamp is used. Additionally, as pools 
are "deathtraps to wildlife," ways to help critters es-
cape their doom would be welcome. Rudnitski also 
asked Planning Board members to consider where 
the pool might be drained.

Consultants for the applicant didn't seem to imme-
diately grasp what was meant by draining the pool; 
they seemed to think of a small amount of water as 
from the cover rather than emptying the pool com-
pletely. "People do drain their pools," said board 
member Lyle Nolan, and that could have especially 
big impacts when adjacent to wetlands.

Information sent out in this month's water bills in-
dicates that pools should never be drained until no 
chlorine is detected through testing; this takes about 
24 hours. Draining dechlorinated swimming pool 
water into a municipal storm drain is allowed in the 
town code, but the installation of a swimming pool 
drainage system is regulated under the wetlands law.

Nolan also questioned how much the yard in which 
this pool would be erected has been expanded over 
time. Reviewing satellite data he found a "pretty 
large changing of the contours," he said, particularly 
since 2011, when the wetlands law went into eff ect.

Board member Matthew DiDonna noted that "the 
entire project is in the [wetland] buff er."

Review shall be continued at a future meeting.
-- Terence P Ward

R2R a-ok

After discovering that changes to the track of the 
River-to-Ridge trail in New Paltz would require a site 
plan update, consultants for Mohonk Preserve and 
the Open Space Institute got the necessary approval 
to move the trail a few feet after only a brief discus-
sion during the March 11 New Paltz Town Planning 
Board meeting.

-- Terence P Ward

Disconnected
Once again, Planning Board members ask McDonald’s engineer to invest in something
a little more in keeping with community aesthetics

Jim Kempner wrote in an 
e-mail that "the scenarios 
shown on your plan will 

cause traffi  c issues within 
our center and show no 

benefi t to the overall issue. 
Accordingly, we are not 

interested in pursuing this 
further."
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by Sharyn Flanagan

I
N THE 1985 fi lm, Back to the Future, Michael J. 
Fox’s character, Marty McFly, travelled through 
time back to the ‘50s in a souped-up DeLorean 
converted into a time machine. But no such de-

vice will be necessary for modern-day Hudson Val-
ley-ites who wish to go back to the ‘80s for a night: 
all one needs is a ticket to the 90 Miles Theatre Com-
pany’s next themed cabaret, “Back to the ‘80s,” on 
Saturday, March 30 at Boughton Place, 150 Kisor 
Road in Highland. 

The cabaret will feature two performances: the 
fi rst at 5 p.m. followed by an 8 p.m. show (with the 
same acts). Doing two shows accommodates audi-
ences who like to have dinner after seeing a show as 
well as those who prefer eating out fi rst, according to 
90 Miles board vice-president, Maria LoCastro. A long-
time member of the theater company, LoCastro will 
join a dozen or so other performers to bring the spirit 
of the 1980s into the 21st century through song and 
costume. Her medley of Pat Benatar tunes and The 
Weather Girls’ “It’s Raining Men” will be just two of the 
renditions delivered by performers singing iconic ma-
terial from The Go Go’s, The Bangles, Whitney Hous-
ton, Madonna, Bonnie Tyler, Dead or Alive and more.

Tickets cost $20, available online in advance us-
ing the link on the company’s website at https://
www.90milestheatercompanyinc.com/. Cash at the 
door will be accepted, too, but attendees run the risk 
of the show having sold out in advance online.

Some of the performers will be familiar to audi-
ences from past 90 Miles productions while others 
are new to the company. “We’re always trying to re-
cruit new talent, and we have some wonderful new 
people who have joined us,” says LoCastro.

The 90 Miles Theatre Company, Inc. is offi  cially 
just two years old. But its pedigree goes back much 
farther, because the group is actually the reinvented 
“90 Miles Off  Broadway” community theater com-

pany that operated in New Paltz for some 52 years 
(named for the distance New Paltz is located from 
Broadway). With the retirement of the original com-
pany’s manager a few years back and the lack of a 
permanent home, it looked like the group might 
have to call it a day until a dedicated group of com-
pany stalwarts formed the new company. 

Led by board president Philip Corso, the 90 Miles 
Theatre Company is going strong, according to Lo-
Castro. “We’re doing well. We’re always trying to ex-
pand, and are exploring other venues to do shows. 
We also want to do things for the community and 
provide entertainment for people who can’t get out 
easily, like in nursing homes.”

The theater company currently uses the stage at 
Highland High School for musicals and hosts a series 
of themed cabarets and smaller shows on the historic 
Moreno Stage at Boughton Place. Built at the Moreno 
Institute in Beacon in 1936 to facilitate the practice of 
psychodrama, the stage was eventually dismantled 
and reassembled at Boughton Place, where it off ers an 
intimate environment with stellar acoustics.

“It’s an interesting place to have a show,” says Lo-
Castro. “It’s intimate, but has just enough pizzazz to 
add to the ambiance of our shows. Musicals are so 
big; you really need a large stage and room for all the 
props, but with cabaret it’s all about the singers. And 
people have been enjoying our cabarets so much, 
we plan to continue doing as many as we can.” 

The next cabaret in the series this year will be a 
children’s themed show, “Pure Imagination: A Caba-
ret of Childhood Favorites” with performances at 2 
and 8 p.m. on April 27. The “Gender Bender Caba-
ret: Celebrating Gay Pride Month” cabaret will be 
held June 29 with shows at 5 and 8 p.m. And August 
10 will bring a country and western-themed show.

Check out the 90 Miles Theatre Company website 
for future off erings: the next big musical will be “Thor-
oughly Modern Millie.” The show will be performed at 
Highland High School October 17-20. For more infor-

Transported through song
90 Miles Theatre Company will go “Back to the ‘80s” at their upcoming cabaret 

NEW PALTZ | THEATRE

mation, visit https://www.90milestheatercompanyinc.
com/. To audition for future shows, send an e-mail to 
90milesny@gmail.com. ++

LAUREN THOMAS

Pictured are some of the cast members from 90 Miles Theatre Company’s upcoming “Back to the ‘80s,” cabaret: Joe De Angelo, Lisa Delucca-
Dudman, Brie Friedrich, Leslie Harris, Gilbert Hannah Irwin, Phil Jones, Maria LoCastro, Ian McAllister. Not pictured: Eliza Shillieto, Kathy Bayconish, 
Aja Broderson, Vanessa Chamorro and Kimberly Harrison. 
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by Frances Marion Platt

A
LARM BELLS ARE starting to go off  in-
side the heads of local leaders as they 
dig more deeply into the New York State 
budget for fi scal year 2020 currently pro-

posed by governor Andrew Cuomo. Making the two-
percent property tax cap permanent will remain an 
unpopular idea with mayors and town supervisors, 
so long as they have to struggle to balance their own 
budgets while contending with unfunded mandates 
from the state. But buried in the fi ne print are a num-
ber of other cuts that will have truly profound impli-
cations at the municipal level, if the state budget is 
not amended.

Among the most impactful of those cuts is the 
elimination of state funding for what are called 
“Medicaid crossover payments.” These funds pro-
vide co-insurance that helps cover the cost of ambu-
lance services that save municipalities a great deal 
of money by serving multiple adjacent communities 
with the same EMS team, instead of each town hav-
ing to sustain its own. According to Scott Woebse, 
president and CEO of Mobile Life Support Services, 

Inc., Medicaid accounts for 25 to 28 percent of the 
fees for service that keep his company on the move.

Woebse was addressing the Rosendale Town 
Board last week, one of dozens of municipalities 
in Orange, Rockland, Dutchess and Ulster Counties 
that contract with the Poughkeepsie-based Mobile 

Life to deliver paramedic ambulance services to 
their residents via a regional network of local hubs. 

Emergency call
Rosendale opposes NYS cuts to Medicaid crossover payments for ambulance services

“If there’s no way to recover 
these revenues, the only 

way is to cut services,” Scott 
Woebse, president and 

CEO of Mobile Life Support 
Services, told the board. 

Ambulances are dispatched from a station located in 
Rosendale to provide these services to residents of 
the City of Kingston and the Towns of Ulster, Marl-
boro and Lloyd as well as Rosendale; they also some-
times serve as backup as needed in Hurley, Roch-
ester, Esopus, Shawangunk, Olive, Marbletown, 
Gardiner and Plattekill.

The fl exibility of this shared-service model creates 
economies of scale that make Mobile Life’s services 
aff ordable to municipalities with modest budgets. 
The Rosendale-based squad responded to 430 calls 
within the town alone during 2018; but it’s the pool-
ing with other communities that makes the local unit 
fi nancially viable. And it’s the state support via Med-
icaid and Medicare that covers the cost gap per visit 
to seniors, disabled and lower-income residents.

So Woebse is on a mission, giving presentations to 
town boards throughout the Mobile Life service area 
to raise awareness of the potential eff ects of the state 
program cutbacks, which he termed “catastrophic.” 
He noted that just last month, the largest ambulance 
service provider in Fulton County went out of busi-
ness, largely because Medicaid reimbursement rates 
were already inadequate even before the proposed 
cuts, having only increased by three percent since 
1987. “If there’s no way to recover these revenues, 
the only way is to cut services,” he told the board. 
That would mean smaller squads covering calls from 
larger geographic areas, with correspondingly longer 
response times. “This is really about saving lives,” 
said Rosendale town supervisor Jeanne Walsh.

The board unanimously approved a resolution 
calling upon Governor Cuomo, state senator Jen 
Metzger and assemblyman Kevin Cahill to continue 
state support for Medicaid crossover payments for 
ambulance services. “If Mobile Life was not available 
to the Town of Rosendale, this service could easily 
cost the Town up to $800,000 per year,” read one 
provision of the document. How such an additional 
expense could be absorbed while still keeping a mu-
nicipal budget under the two-percent tax cap is any-
body’s guess. ++
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Outside 
the limits
Gardiner councilman
Mike Reynolds resigns

by Frances Marion Platt

A
FTER SEVEN YEARS on the Gardiner 
Town Board, councilman Mike Reynolds 
submitted his resignation last week, ef-
fective March 11, “due to a change in my 

permanent residency status from Gardiner to New 
Paltz.” According to municipal law, elected offi  cials 
are ineligible to serve if they move outside the town 
limits.

Town Supervisor Marybeth Majestic said that she 
would advertise for volunteers interested in fi lling 
out the remainder of Reynolds’ term, his second, 
which expires at the end of this year. Authority to 
appoint a replacement lies with the Town Board.

Reynolds, an information technology consultant, 
was fi rst elected to the board as a Democrat in 2011, 
following several years of involvement with Gardin-
er’s Open Space Commission. His initial campaign 
platform emphasized long-term fi nancial planning 
for the town, siting a cell tower, updating the 2008 
Zoning Law and “better transparency through the 
use of technology solutions.”

When Reynolds declared his candidacy for reelec-
tion in 2015, town government was embroiled in a 
bitter clash of policies and personalities between 
then-supervisor Carl Zatz and recycling coordina-
tor Wendy Toman, who later resigned. Reynolds 
incurred Zatz’s wrath by consistently championing 
Toman’s eff orts to expand the recycling center at the 
Gardiner Transfer Station. The Gardiner Democratic 
Committee withheld support for Reynolds’ bid for a 
second term, so he ran as a Republican, also garnering 
endorsements from the Conservative, Independence, 
P4G (People for Gardiner) and Reform parties.

Reynolds’ 2015 campaign included a push for a so-
lar farm to be established on the town-owned landfi ll 
site. He managed to keep his seat, edging out Warren 
Wiegand by a 17-vote margin. Wiegand was returned 
to the Town Board in the 2017 election, taking the 

seat vacated by Republican John Hinson, who did 
not seek another term.

“I have enjoyed my seven years on the Town Board 
and have seen the town thrive as a result of all the 

 

Rail trail bridge at Forest Glen poised
for redecking this summer

S
IXTEEN MONTHS AFTER former State Senator John Bonacic announced that the Town of 
Gardiner would receive a State and Municipal Facilities Program (SAM) grant of $100,000 
for improvements to the Forest Glen Bridge on the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, the funding -- 
appropriated during passage of the 2017/18 state budget -- has fi nally been released by the 

Dormitory Authority of the State of New York. The Gardiner Town Board voted at its March 12 meet-
ing to accept a proposal from engineering consultant Tom Harvey to design plans and specifi cations 
for the project at a cost of $9,500.

Harvey’s Poughkeepsie-based fi rm, Morris Associates, was acquired in August 2018 by a larger, 
Rochester-based company, Clark Patterson Lee (CPL). However, said Town Supervisor Marybeth Ma-
jestic, Harvey was the obvious choice to head up this project: “They’ve been inspecting this bridge 
for many, many years and have a lot of background on it.”

Following the design phase, construction work on the bridge is estimated to cost $79,000, coun-
cilman David Dukler told the Town Board. Another $8,000 of the grant will be applied to safety 
measures to protect cyclists at the point where the rail trail crosses Old Ford Road, where poor vis-
ibility creates a high potential for bicycle/automobile collisions. Majestic said that the modifi cations 
would probably take the form of gates on either side of road, forcing cyclists to slow down before 
they cross.

The work needed on the 1910 deck plate girder pedestrian overpass that carries the rail trail over 
Forest Glen Road consists primarily of redecking. Rotted wooden decking, old railroad ties and fenc-
ing will be removed and replaced with more durable concrete decking and new safety railings. Trees 
that are pushing against the bridge abutments will be removed and trail erosion nearby the bridge 
repaired.

Majestic expressed confi dence that the long-awaited repair work could fi nally be completed this 
year. “I hope to put the construction out to bid this summer, and have it done by fall,” she said.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Mike Reynolds.

PHOTOS BY AL ALEXSA 

The Forest Glen Bridge on the Wallkill Valley Rail Trai in Gardiner.

hard work the past and present boards have done,” 
Reynolds wrote in an e-mail announcing his resigna-
tion. “It has been an honor and privilege to serve the 
people of this unique community with you.” ++
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Two New Paltz High School students named as fi nalists 
in the 2019 National Merit Scholarship Program

T
WO NEW PALTZ High School (NPHS) students, Luke Deen Taylor and Elijah Tamarchenko, 
are among 15,000 students in the nation who have met the rigorous academic require-
ments to advance to “fi nalist” standing in the 64th annual National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram competition. Both academically talented seniors are now in the fi nal running for a 

piece of more than $31 million in scholarships, which will be awarded this spring to approximately 
half of those named as fi nalists. 

The mission of National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) is to recognize and honor the 
academically talented students of the United States. Over 1.6 million high school juniors entered this 
year’s competition by taking the 2017 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying test, 
commonly known as the PSAT. Deen Taylor and Tamarchenko qualifi ed as fi nalists by being among 
the highest-scoring entrants in New York State. 

New Paltz Principal Barbara Clinton is impressed, but not surprised, by her students’ accomplish-
ments. “It has been a while since students of New Paltz have advanced to Finalist standing, which is 
a huge feat,” she said. “I am so proud of their hard work and determination.”

This fall, Elijah, the son of Julia and Andrey Tamarchenko of New Paltz, will be studying Econom-
ics and Psychology with a focus on Behavioral Economics at Williams College in Williamstown, Mas-
sachusetts. He is currently the president of the NPHS Science Olympiad team and writes monthly 
articles for The Student Scientist, a student-run online publication for aspiring scientists around the 
world. Additionally, he is the captain of both the varsity soccer and varsity Nordic ski teams.

Aside from Tamarchenko’s accomplishments at NPHS, he also completed an internship this past 
summer at the Institute for Family Health. During his internship, he spent time at the various centers 
where he gained insight on his future career path. 

Luke, the son of Jason Taylor and Stella Deen of New Paltz, is undecided about which college he 
will attend, but plans to study Computer Science next year. As a senior at NPHS, he is the president 
of the Engineering Club, as well as the captain of the varsity cross country team. 

In addition to the activities Deen Taylor participates in at NPHS, he also spent his free time intern-
ing for Hudson Valley companies. He is a past apprentice at Appmobi, an application development 
company, where he learned the depths of a career in Computer Science. During the summer of 
2018, he interned at Kingston-based creative digital studio, Moonfarmer. He will be returning for a 
second internship there this summer before starting college.  

“Our students continue to amaze me,” says Superintendent of Schools Maria Rice. “Having not 
one, but two students advance to the fi nalist phase of this rigorous academic competition is note-
worthy. The students and their parents and teachers should all be very proud of this achievement.”

NEW PALTZ | HIGH SCHOOL

Luke Deen Taylor and Elijah Tamarchenko.

Crunch 
time
New Paltz Central School 
District BOE asked to 
consider a $63.7 million 
budget for 2019-20 school 
year, includes creation of a 
Wellness Center

by Sharyn Flanagan

I
N A PRESENTATION at their recent regular 
meeting on Wednesday, March 13, the New 
Paltz Central School District Board of Educa-
tion was asked by Superintendent of Schools, 

Maria Rice, and Assistant Superintendent for Busi-
ness, Richard Linden, to consider a $63.7 million 
budget for the 2019-2020 school year.

The budget proposal is confi gured at a 3.8 per-
cent tax levy. If adopted by the board, the budget will 
require a simple 50-percent-plus-one voter approval, 
said Linden, because the tax levy limit this year, includ-
ing the purchase of buses, is 4 percent. He reminded 
the board that the “two percent tax cap” required by 
the state to pass a budget with a simple majority is 
not really two percent, because it is dependent upon 
a complex formula with ten diff erent factors that in-
cludes calculating in the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
And the 3.8 percent tax levy is the overall tax levy for 
the district, Linden reminded the board, with individu-
al tax rates controlled by assessments and equalization 
rates, which are not known until August.

The budget calls for the purchase of six buses, but 
there will not be a separate bus proposition this year 
because of a change in the way the tax levy is cal-
culated. The proposed budget includes a line item 
of $490,000 for the purchase of three 65-passenger 
buses, one 20-passenger bus, one wheelchair-acces-
sible bus and one school car for small groups.

The major portion of the budget proposal of $63.7 
million is the $50,145,000 for programs, which in-

cludes teachers, guidance and supplies such as com-
puter hardware and software, Linden said. There is 
$6,310,000 included for administrative costs with 
the remaining $7,245,000 allotted for debt services 
and miscellaneous operations.

New this year is a $300,000 one-time-only ask 
to create a Wellness Center to be used by all high 
school students during the school day as part of their 
required physical fi tness courses, and potentially af-
ter school with appropriate supervision. Intended 
to off er students additional opportunities for stress 

relief and other benefi ts of physical fi tness, the Well-
ness Center would include 42 stations for working 
out with a separate area for activities such as yoga 
and stretching. 

If the board approves the creation of a Wellness 
Center, it will bring with it a $50,000 budget line 
item that will appear on the budget every year after, 
to be used for maintenance and replacement of ath-
letic equipment in the Wellness Center as needed. 
Superintendent Rice pointed out that the $50,000 
would be used only as needed and that with brand 

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528

845-691-6600
845-256-1300
845-331-7111
845-452-5000
845-566-5203

FAX: 845-691-2447

 AlmanacWeekend
Sign up for the Almanac Weekend newsletter and receive  
a briefing on local arts and events delivered fresh to your inbox  
every Friday morning.
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for the district, she added, noting the importance of 
fi nding consultants who will understand the particu-
lar needs and focus of the New Paltz School District.

Once the consulting fi rm helps to ascertain which 
attributes are most important in a new principal, fo-
cus groups of parents and teachers will be formed to 
continue the hiring process, with the fi nal decisions 
to be made by Rice and the board.

Retiring NPHS principal Clinton was presented with 
a bouquet of fl owers at the board meeting, where Rice 
noted that Clinton was “the best principal I’ve ever 
worked with.” Board member Glenn LaPolt, employed 
as a teacher in another school district, said that hav-
ing Barbara Clinton as his teacher years ago during his 
years as a student at New Paltz High School was what 
inspired him to enter the fi eld of education. ++

Barbara Clinton to retire
Continued from page 1) 

new gym equipment installed for the 2019-20 school 
year, it would likely be several years until anything in 
the center needed maintenance.

On the revenue side of the budget, state aid is 
estimated at $16,355,000. As in previous years, 
$1,500,000 from the appropriated fund balance 

will be applied, along with $300,000 for the Well-
ness Center, if approved, for a total contribution of 
$1,800,000 moved to the budget from the fund bal-
ance. Additional revenue coming into the district is 
projected at $1,045,000. With a $44,500,000 tax 
levy, the total budget comes to $63,700,000, a 3.1 
percent increase over last year’s budget.

The appropriated fund balance currently contains 
approximately $2.3 million, Linden said.

Budgeting for the special education program re-
quires maintaining a reserve for hiring teachers 
and aides, said Rice, because the program is fl uid, 
depending on the number of children in the district 
requiring those services. That number can change 
overnight should a new family with special needs 
children moves into the district.

Class sizes in the elementary schools remain sta-
ble, projected at approximately 20-21 per kinder-
garten class, 22-23 in fi rst and second grades, 21-22 
in third grade and 23-24 for fi fth grade classes, said 
Rice. The class sizes are staying low because of de-
creasing enrollment in the district, she added. 

In the area of technology support, the district cur-
rently employs a director of integrated technology, a 
data specialist and a network specialist. The district 
also has four systems operators who work as teacher 
assistants for technology, and they utilize the equiva-
lent of 3.6 full-time computer technicians through BO-
CES. The budget proposes to eliminate the computer 
tech use from BOCES and hire three full-time equiva-
lents for the district, “which comes out to a wash in 
dollars and cents,” according to Rice. In terms of add-
ed costs, the budget calls for the addition of another 
integrated technology teacher to assist with new de-
vices coming into the district through the new SMART 
Schools program likely to be implemented, which sup-
plies students with Chromebooks.

(The Smart Schools Bond Act (SSBA) authorized 
the issuance of $2 billion of general obligation bonds 
to fi nance improved educational technology and in-
frastructure to improve learning and opportunity 
for students throughout the state.)

Changes in administrative needs and the need for 
state testing formerly handled by the county, now 

shifted to the school districts, also brings an increase 
to that area of the budget. 

The next Board of Education meeting on Wednes-
day, March 27 at the high school at 7 p.m. will serve 
as a budget forum for the community. Taxpayers are 
encouraged to attend and off er input. The Wednes-
day, April 10 BOE meeting is expected to fi nd the 
board adopting a fi nal budget for the vote on May 21. 
The polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Ques-
tions may be addressed to Richard Linden, assistant 
superintendent for business, by calling (845) 256-
3010 or e-mailing rlinden@newpaltz.k12.ny.us. ++

Superintendent dialogue: New Paltz 
Middle School tour 

 The New Paltz Central School District will host a 
superintendent dialogue on Tuesday, March 26, 7 
p.m., at New Paltz Middle School. Participants are 
asked to enter through the main entrance and meet 
in the gymatorium for a guided tour led by middle 
school principal Ann Sheldon. 

Joining the tour will be Superintendent Maria 
Rice, Deputy Superintendent Michelle Martoni, As-
sistant Superintendent for Business Richard Linden, 
and members of the Board of Education. Parents 
and community members are encouraged to partici-
pate in the tour and share questions.

New Paltz deadline for busing 
requests 

Parents and guardians requesting to have their 
children transported to a private or parochial school 
for the 2019-2020 school year are asked to obtain a 
transportation request form for each child and have 
it returned to the transportation department of the 
New Paltz Central School. 

There is an April 1 deadline for this request, and a 
late request may aff ect your child’s transportation.

Requests for transportation are available on the 
district website under transportation, at the trans-
portation offi  ce at 132 South Putt Corners Road in 
New Paltz or at the school your child will attend. 

Please be advised that your child must reside 
within 15 miles of the school they plan to attend in 
order to be eligible for transportation. The New Paltz 
School District does not transport to private/paro-
chial schools on days in which the district is closed.

The next Board of Education 
meeting on Wednesday, 

March 27 at the high school 
at 7 p.m. will serve as a 

budget forum for
the community. 

WHY WE’RE THE PREFERRED TEAM!!

“Deciding to list with Colucci Shand Realty 
was a no-brainer for us.  Seeing all their 

“SOLD” signs along the Gardiner/New Paltz 
roadways was such a positive indicator of 

their successful sales volume.”

COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
255-3455

Gardiner Gables    2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525
www.coluccishandrealty.com

** Become a Fan of Colucci Shand Realty on Facebook **
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WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 
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Machine politics ends in deal

The Saugerties school district and county elec-
tions board struck a deal this month for the use of 
voting machines for the district's annual budget vote 
and school board elections on May 21. At a meeting 
March 12, the school board voted to maintain polling 
places and voting hours rather than make changes. 

In autumn, the county board of elections notifi ed 
school districts across Ulster County that their vot-
ing machines would no longer be available, in part 
due to a state decision to hold federal, state and lo-
cal primaries on a single day in June. But there were 
other factors as well, including recover of costs and 
training issues. . 

Saugerties will use four machines on May 21. 
School board president Robert Thomann said this 
week that the trustees decided to maintain voting at 
all four of the district’s elementary schools. Voting 
hours will remain from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.  

Avoiding computer viruses 

A recent state comptroller’s offi  ce information 
technology audit found employees used town com-
puters for non-business purposes and lack proce-
dures to address security breaches. Supervisor Bill 
McKenna considers the fi ndings a valuable learning 
experience.

The town is working with contracted IT consultant 
Professional Computer Associates of Red Hook to 
address the issues. “We’re just going to really try and 
stay on top of that because one of the big problems 
is those sites then bring back viruses and all sorts of 
issues,” McKenna said. 

While the town has a policy against using work 
computers for personal use, nothing was done to 
prevent it. Of eight computers examined for person-
al use, auditors found evidence of private use on all 
of them.

“Employees are more aware of it,” he said. “We’re 
going to be doing more training periodically to con-
tinue to remind them.” Now, most employees have 
personal smartphones they can use to look at the oc-
casional personal website, McKenna said.

The state audit points to a decrease in productiv-
ity because of personal computer use.  “When em-
ployees access websites or download software for 
nonbusiness or inappropriate purposes through the 
network, productivity is reduced and there is an 
increased risk that IT assets and users’ information 
could be compromised through malicious software 
infections,” the report states.

Democratic caucus in Ulster

On April 8, Town of Ulster Democrats will hold 
their caucus to nominate candidates for town posi-
tions for the November 5 general election, The cau-
cus begins at 6 p.m. at the Russell Brott Senior Cen-
ter, 1 Town Hall Drive in Lake Katrine. The event is 
open to all registered Democrats.

At their town caucus on March 5, the Republicans 
chose Clayton Van Kleeck and incumbent Eric Kitch-
en as their candidates for the town council. 

Internet for Shandaken

Last week, Beth Waterman, who lives on Rose 

Mountain Road in Shandaken, looked outside and 
wondered why two 4x4 vehicles were traversing her 
property. When she stalked out to demand an expla-
nation, a husky young man with an Ohio drawl told 
her, “We're bringing you fi ber optic, ma'am.” She 
was pretty sure that meant she was going to get high-
speed Internet — at last.

For 60 households in western Shandaken, life is 
about to change, thanks to state funding and MTC, 
the Margaretville Telephone Company, based in 
neighboring Delaware County. Back when Time-
Warner had charge of cable in the township, the 
company extended its lines halfway up Rose Moun-
tain Road and then stopped. Waterman, her neigh-
bors, and residents in other isolated areas, such as 
Upper Birch Creek Road in Pine Hill, lobbied the 
town board for more service. Waterman also wrote 
to Time-Warner, which informed her they could 
build out to her house, but she would have to pay 
them $25,000. 

 “We're entering our fi nal construction phase,” 
Glen Faulkner, general manager of MTC, said on 
March 11. “On Rose Mountain, we needed new utility 
poles for the additional wires, and some poles need-
ed replacement prior to our construction. Services 
should be available within the next 30 days or so. We 
will be sending out notifi cations to those residents.” 

The fi nal phase of the state-funded project will be 
to build out to Hardenburgh. It should be completed 
by end of this year. 

Solar at old Sawyer landfi ll

Saugerties will cut down on greenhouse gas emis-
sions and make an annual profi t from a two-mega-
watt solar array slated for its former town landfi ll 
near the Woodstock town line. After months of con-
sidering off ers from various energy fi rms, the town 
approved a deal with East Light Partners of Dover 
Plains. The town can also elect to buy up to 40 per-
cent of the generated energy at a ten percent dis-

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

THEY’RE GETTING READY FOR SPRING. ARE YOU?
10% off end-of-winter work*
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count. East Light will pay $1900 in town axes, with 
the rest of its assessment divided between the coun-
ty and the school district.

According to town supervisor Fred Costello Jr., 
the venture could garner up to $50,000 for the town 
when energy savings are taking into account.

Costello quantifi ed the town's current annual en-
ergy use and greenhouse gas emissions in a press 
release announcing the partnership: 1,888,000 kilo-
watt hours, which generated 590 tons of greenhouse 
gases. The project was approved unanimously at the 
town board meeting on March 6.

1 To earn the Reward Rates and ATM fee refunds, all qualifications must be met in the qualification cycle. The “qualification cycle” is a period beginning the first 
business day of each month through last business day of the month. The “statement cycle” ends the last business day of the month. Make 10 debit card purchases 
per monthly qualification cycle (transactions must be posted and cleared, not pending). You must be enrolled in our e-Banking service and authorize the Bank to 
deliver your monthly statements electronically to qualify. If you do not log into your e-Banking account for twelve (12) months, you will be automatically un-enrolled 
from e-Banking, and e-Statements will expire. A $5.00 monthly service charge for paper statements will be charged each month you do not receive your account 
statement electronically. As long as you are enrolled when your statement cycles, you will not receive a monthly service charge for that month. You must have at 
least one direct deposit or one electronic payment post and clear to your account each monthly qualification cycle.
2 ATM Fee Refunds up to $25.00 per cycle when all qualifications are met. ATM Fee Refunds are automatically paid on the last day of your monthly statement cycle. 
International ATM fees are not refunded.

*APY – Annual Percentage Yields are accurate as of 02/01/2019. Minimum deposit to open account is $25. Reward Rate tiers are as follows when qualifications are 
met: If your daily balance is $.01 up to $25,000, the interest rate paid on the entire balance will be 1.98% with an annual percentage yield of 2.00%. An interest rate 
of .50% will be paid only for that portion of your daily balance that is greater than $25,000, and the annual percentage yield for this tier will range from 2.00% to 
.50% depending on the balance in your account. The Base Rate of 0.05% APY will be earned on all balances if qualifications are not met. Rates may change at any 
time, and may change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Available for personal accounts only. Certain restrictions may apply, please contact 
a Customer Associate at 860.596.2444.

Please see our separate Fee Schedule for other fees that may apply to this account.
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Room with a view
Continued from page 1) 

pools and spa are to the left of the atrium, while the 
restaurant and event programming space are to the 
right.” The restaurant, which will be open to day vis-
itors as well as overnight guests -- “a gathering place 
for neighbors and friends” -- will feature “a seasonal 
menu from locally grown and foraged food, comple-
mented with whiskey from Tuthilltown Distillery 
and baked goods from our favorite local bakeries.”

The Rapoports are moving 
forward with the intent of 

breaking ground during the 
2019 building season. 

The second rendering depicts the interior of one 
of the higher-end double cabins, dominated by a cliff  
view at the far end. This type of accommodation will 
be sited close to the central building complex, while 
the more rustic “forest cabins” will be strung along 
the high bluff  overlooking the Shawangunk Kill, sur-
rounded by native trees and connected by mulched 
paths. “Hotel guests will have a choice of diff erent 
cabin types at diff erent price points, ranging from 
smaller forest cabins to luxurious fi eld cabin suites 
with views of the Ridge,” Rapoport continues. “All 
cabins are fully conditioned for year-round use with 
en suite baths, private verandas, luxury bedding and 
a sophisticated and relaxed décor.”

While the development timeline may still be im-

pacted by the current lawsuit fi led by the citizens’ 
group Friends of Gardiner challenging the Plan-
ning Board’s approval of the Heartwood project, 

the Rapoports are moving forward with the intent 
of breaking ground during the 2019 building season. 
“We have been working with local engineers and 
consultants. We are preparing for construction later 
this year and have been in awe of the artists, prac-
titioners and purveyors reaching out to collaborate 
with us,” says Kristin Soong Rapoport. “It’s terrible 
as a Gardiner taxpayer to see a small group of peo-
ple forcing the Town to spend thousands of taxpayer 
dollars to defend a decision it made based on careful 
review and overwhelming support for the project.”

Free skin cancer screenings

Free melanoma and other skin cancer screenings 
will be conducted from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 13 
at Advanced Dermatology, 315 Grant Ave. in Lake Ka-
trine, The painless, quick visual exams, performed 
by Kenneth Kircher, MD, a board-certifi ed dermatol-
ogist with privileges at both HealthAlliance hospitals 
in Kingston.

Screening appointments are required. To make 
one, please call the HealthAlliance oncology support 
program at 339-2071.  Skin cancer is the most com-
mon form of cancer in the United States, striking one 
in fi ve Americans. More people in the United States 
are diagnosed with skin cancer each year than all 
other cancers combined, the American Cancer So-
ciety says.

“The irony is that, while skin cancer the most com-
mon type, it’s also one of the most preventable — 
and it’s most often very treatable when it’s detected 
early,” says Arlene Cohen, an advanced oncology 
certifi ed clinical nurse specialist at HealthAlliance 
Hospital’s Broadway campus.
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The New Paltz Times is Moving!
As of April 1, the New Paltz Times will relocate 

to Ulster Publishing’s main office, located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.

Our business, including website, e-mail and telephones, will be fully operational during  

the moving process, and you will not experience any changes in editorial coverage  

or paper delivery during or after this transition.

Please update your records  

with our new contact information:

New Paltz Times

P.O. Box 3329

Kingston, NY 12402

Telephone: 334-8200 

Fax: 334-8202

Website: www.hudsonvalleyone.com

E-mail: 
As usual, please e-mail story ideas, letters to the 

editor, news releases, school news, social notes and 

other local editorial submissions to newpaltztimes@

ulsterpublishing.com, attention Debbie Alexsa, 

Managing Editor.

To inquire about display advertising in the New Paltz 

Times, e-mail Pam Courselle at pam@ulsterpublishing.
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Spring in the Valley
Explore Hudson Valley Magazine

The Hudson Valley is a beautiful place, never more so than in the spring. Each year, residents 
spend their weekends enjoying the natural beauty that surrounds us, and tens of thousands 
of weekenders and tourists begin to converge on the region. Explore Hudson Valley: Spring 
in the Valley i
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for both residents and tourists of all kinds. It really has everything.
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Schools

Claire Deen Taylor

Student events, profi les & sports

by Dayna Thomas

I
F THERE’S ONE person who can balance a jam-
packed schedule full of a variety of interests with 
the greatest of ease, it’s New Paltz High School 
(NPHS) senior Claire Deen Taylor. From a school 

schedule comprised of rigorous academics, to her 
dedication to NPHS athletics, to her endeavors in 
music and mathematics at a state level, and last but 
certainly not least, her drive to make a change in the 
world around her, Taylor truly excels in all of her 
fi elds of interest.

Taylor’s musical interests began when she was in 
kindergarten and started to learn how to play the pi-
ano, which provided her with a strong understand-
ing of how to read music and play scales and chords. 
In fourth grade, Taylor traded her fi ve years of ex-
perience on the black and white keys that shaped 
her understanding of music, for a shiny brass instru-
ment: the French Horn.    

“French Horn is an instrument that is rare enough 
that you can get more opportunities to play in se-
lect ensembles,” says Taylor. “It’s a really beautiful 
instrument and one of the hardest instruments to 
play, but I enjoy the challenge.”

Over, the years, Taylor has performed solo mu-
sic at the NYSSMA festival, where participants are 
scored on their performance and then considered 
for more select bands. Since sixth grade, Taylor has 
performed in the All-County band and for the past 
three years has participated in the Area All-State band. 
This past winter, due to Taylor’s outstanding solo at 
NYSSMA, she was selected to attend the NYSSMA Win-
ter Conference as a member of the All-State band.  

“Every time you go to a more select ensemble, 
you’re playing with people who have a higher skill 
level and playing more advanced music,” says Tay-
lor. “You’re not spending as much time correcting 
mistakes in rhythms and notes, so you have a chance 
to really focus on the musicality.”

Taylor was also appreciative to be surrounded by 
many other high school students who not only were 
some of the best musicians in the state, but also had 
a stronger appreciation and interest in the fi eld of 
music.   

“It’s a really powerful feeling to have so many tal-
ented brass players,” says Taylor. “In a lot of bands, 
the woodwind instruments tend to be the more 
strongly represented instruments; then you get to 
one of these ensembles with 16 French horns and 
they’re all really good.” 

Growing up, Taylor and her twin, Luke, were 
sometimes compared to one another, yet the two 
share many of their friends and have similar inter-
ests, which has allowed them to form a close bond.  

“We speak very similarly and say things in unison 
a scary amount of the time, but I don’t think that 
I can discuss whether or not we can speak to each 
other telepathically,” jokes Taylor. “It’s a secret the 
non-twins of the world aren’t ready to hear.”   

Taylor is the NPHS class of 2019 valedictorian, and 
enjoys learning in all of her classes. Taylor claims 
that “some teachers have the power to make a class 
interesting, even if it’s not something I particularly 
excel in,” and uses this outlook to take a variety of 
classes that may not initially sound like they appeal 
to her interests.  

“I tend to enjoy math and science, and they are 
my stronger subjects,” says Taylor, “but the subjects 
that I tend not to like as much I can totally have a 
good time in given the right teacher.” 

Taylor’s passion in mathematics led her to join the 
Mathletes club her freshman year and she is now the 
president of the NPHS club. Taylor’s interest in the 
club not only stems from her math skills, but also 
from the challenge of solving diff erent kinds of prob-

lems that she wouldn’t typically fi nd in a regular 
math class.  

“You’re given an opportunity to take the skills that 
you learn in math class and apply them in complete-
ly diff erent ways,” says Taylor “and also combine 
them in ways that you would never have expected to 
combine them.”

Throughout the school year, Taylor and the rest of 
the Mathletes attend weekly meetings in which they 
work together on challenging questions, as well as at-
tend “math meets,” which combine a competitive in-
dividual and group component. For the last two years, 
Taylor’s team has won their section of the league, and 
this year, Taylor along with four others, qualifi ed to at-
tend the state math competition in April. 

“It was really an honor to fi nd out that I qualifi ed 
for states,” says Taylor smiling. “There are over 500 
people in the league and the top 40 people get to 
go.” 

Taylor also is pleased that Mathletes has become 
an inclusive place, not only for those that excel in 
math, but also for those who just enjoy the challenge. 
“It’s really nice that it’s a place where anyone can 
feel like they can come and hang out and do some 
math,” says Taylor. Ms. Stewart, the club’s advisor, is 
someone whom Taylor looks up to and is inspired by 
her energetic and passionate attitude towards math 
and her “overall enthusiasm for everything.”

In college, Taylor plans to major in either math, 
computer science or environmental science and po-
tentially minor in Spanish or Music. Although she is 
still undecided, Taylor appears to be the most pas-
sionate about the environmental science fi eld. 

“I really think that climate change is an important 
issue,” Taylor says. “I don’t think that I would be 
content with my life if I wasn’t doing what I could to 
help prevent its damaging eff ects.”

Additionally, Taylor’s interest in the environment 
comes from growing up in such a beautiful place that 
allows her to adventure and explore in the outdoors 
that is practically in her backyard.

“I like to go on bike rides, to set up hammocks, 
hike and just enjoy the outdoors with my friends and 
family,” says Taylor. “It’s great to live here and be 
able to do that.” 

Two summers ago, Taylor and a close friend trav-
eled to the Dominican Republic on a service trip that 
focused on coastal restoration and marine life. The 

two worked with a local organization that worked to 
rebuild reefs and collect data on the sea life in the 
area. 

“It was eye-opening because, although a lot of 
people in New Paltz are concerned about climate 
change, we are not really feeling the direct eff ects 
of it,” says Taylor. “To go somewhere where you are 
watching these coral reefs die and seeing beaches 
covered in plastic gives a truer perspective on the 
severity of the problem.” 

In a few weeks, Taylor will be traveling to Nepal 
with the Maya Gold Foundation, in order to con-
tinue her interest in making an impact on the world 
around her. After hearing from friends that attended 
the trip last year, Taylor was compelled to apply to 
get involved with a completely diff erent kind of ser-
vice, as well as experience the rich culture that Nepal 
has to off er. As she will embark on April 6, Taylor is 
getting increasingly excited for what this new experi-
ence has to off er and how it has the potential to alter 
her world view. 

“It’s important to try diff erent things,” says Taylor 
smiling, “and get outside!” ++

Claire Deen Taylor.

AUTHORS:
WANT MORE BOOK SALES?

Get an award winning cover!
Find out how: myvisionpress.com
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Sports

On top of their game
The best of the best for winter 2018-19 Highland and New Paltz sports

Highland wrestling Matt Malheiro.

Highland girls basketballBri Rozzi. Highland girls basketball Paige Dauenheimer.

NYSPHSAA 100-yard freestyle State champion, Leo Kuyl of New 
Paltz.

New Paltz track Javaughn Gooden.

New Paltz girls basketball Hailey Osborne.

New Paltz wrestling Ethan Palqanca.

New Paltz boys basketball Axel Rodriguez.

by Rich Corozine

I
T WAS A more than interesting Winter sports 
season for both New Paltz and Highland, as 
the New Paltz boys basketball team won their 
second straight Section 9 title; three basketball 

players set marks on the court and all four teams 
made it to Sections; Highland wrestling had seven fi -
nalists in the Sectional tournament; New Paltz swim-
ming won four event titles; and Highland had its fi rst 
State swimmer. So it was a kind-of "banner" year 
fi lled with some superb eff orts from some superb 
athletes...and without any further ado, here are the 

Best of the Best for New Paltz and Highland sports 
for the Winter season of 2018-2019.

Best Game (team)
New Paltz -- the just-played State opening round 

boys basketball game, where heavily underdog New 
Paltz came back from a 15-point fi rst-half defi cit to 
Section 1 Poughkeepsie and nearly pulled out the 
win after a 50-50 tie with just 1:00 left in the game. 
The 54-50 loss was the Huguenots best played game 
of the season.

Highland -- the wrestling team placed an unheard 

of seven wrestlers in the Section Division 2 fi nals, 
winning two titles.

Best Game Individual)
New Paltz -- Leo Kuyl's dominant performance in 

winning two titles at the Section swimming champi-
onship, also anchoring two winning relay teams, as 
the Huguenots -- with but eight swimmers -- fi nished 
second in the Section (and girls and boys basketball 
Hailey Osborne and Axel Rodriguez both reaching 
the 1,000-point career plateau).

Highland -- (tie) girls basketball's Bri Rozzi 
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44-point game against New Paltz (and breaking Lisa 
Pritzlaff 's 18-year old Highland record of 1,615 career 
points) and Matt Malheiro winning his third straight 
Section 9 Division 2 wrestling crown.

Best of the Unsung Players
New Paltz -- Casey Burke (boys basketball); tre-

mendous season in every way -- scoring, rebound-
ing, assists and particularly on defense, teamed 
with Axel Rodriguez for the MHAL's best backcourt; 
Hailey Osborne (girls basketball): became the fourth 
New Paltz girl to score 1,000 career points, led team 
in scoring and rebounding; Tadju Trzewik-Quinn 
(swimming): made States in two individual events 
and two relays, second top point scorer on team; 
Devin Dixon (wrestling): last season's Division 2 
220-pound champion this year got to semifi nals in 
Division 1; Logan Linares (indoor track): indoor or 
outdoor he is Mr. Long-Distance for the Huguenots, 
fi nished top six in Sectional 3200; Diego Schillacci 
and Amelia St. John (Nordic skiing): top three in ev-
ery meet, top 25 at States.

Highland -- Paige Dauenheimer (girls basketball): 
played tough inside, rebounding and defense, against 
some mighty and bigger players, and helped young 
team to a 15-6 record; John Scalo and Dylan Barry 
(boys basketball): backcourt tandem that upped their 
game collectively and individually, ballhandling and 
scoring, as the season went on; Justin Halbert (wres-
tling): had a terrifi c season at 145 pounds, wrestling 
some of the Section's top wrestlers and made it into 
the Division 2 fi nals; Philip Sadchikov (swimming): 
Highland's fi rst-ever State representative (in the 100 
breaststroke), fi nished third in Sections; Valerie Pre-
cour (gymnastics): made it to States for second time, 
the heart of the new gymnastics team.

Best Defender
New Paltz -- Axel Rodriguez and Casey Burke 

(boys basketball): great one-on-one defenders, ball-
snipers extraordinaire, defensive rebounders, get-
ting out on the break, top-shelf duo, the best in the 
MHAL.

Highland -- Cameron Ness (boys basketball) and 
Bri Rozzi (girls basketball): the 6-10 Ness for his shot-
blocking and rebounding; Rozzi for her one-on-one 
defense, rebounding and ball-sniping, great seasons 
for both.

Best of the Future
New Paltz -- Patrick Murphy (boys basketball): af-

ter this past week's Section tournament, the junior 
center has already arrived, he IS the Huguenots fu-
ture; Katie Geisler (girls basketball): she IS the future 
for the team, top rebounder, top defender and will 
be top scorer; Finn Goldleaf and Alex Demis (swim-
ming): from relays to the big time, next year on to 
States in individual events; Ethan Palanca and Aid-
an Cuppett (wrestling): Palanca, two-time Division 
2 champion, made Division 1 fi nals, while Cuppett 
made Division 1 semifi nals, next year both winning 

Section titles; Javaughn Gooden (indoor track): 
speedster is the man from 55 to 300 meters; The 
Willets (Nordic skiing): brother Wells and sister Lake 
will reign supreme in Section 9.

Highland -- Bridgette Carle and Katie Dauen-
heimer (girls basketball): number two scorer and 
heir-apparent, respectively, to record-setting senior 
guard Bri Rozzi, both are eighth-graders; Dontay 
Baker (boys basketball): solid off  the bench at guard/
forward, next season at the point on a rebuilding 
team; Peter Bender (wrestling): already arrived in 
winning Section Division 2 106-pound title, tough, 
smart and motivated; Thomas Wakley (swimming); 
number two man in points on fl edgling team; Liz 
Munson (gymnastics): made States in her fi rst year 
on the new team.

Zen awards
given to the athlete who makes it look so easy

Angela Robbins Award (New Paltz) -- Leo Kuyl 
(swimming): talk about "eff ortless", broke every pool 
record in the 50 freestyle with his smooth, unhur-
ried style.

Christie Morano Award (Highland) -- Bri Rozzi 
(girls basketball): totally in control in every game no 
matter the score or opponent, made a team of un-
derclassmen into a winner.

Best Out-of-Nowhere
New Paltz -- Matt Simmons (boys basketball): un-

heralded sophomore moved into the starting lineup 
with his defensive intensity, rebounding and court 
sense.

Highland -- Shamar Gittens (wrestling): junior 
who made Section fi nals in his fi rst year out.

And now...the Big Three awards...

Best Team
New Paltz -- the boys basketball team, went 18-5 

and won their second straight Section 9 Class A title 
in a row, this time in a walk, adaptable in running 
the fl oor and at half-court game, defense the team's 
strength.

Highland -- the wrestling team, with seven Sec-
tion 9 fi nalists and two champions, accomplished 
and dedicated from 99 pounds through to 285, no 
weaknesses on the mat, a great season.

Best Coach
New Paltz -- boys basketball's Stu Robinson, be-

fore he came along New Paltz had won one Section 
title in school history, he has won two in a row, pa-
tient, observant and willing to adapt on the fl y. His 
best coaching year.

Highland -- wrestling's John McFarland put it all 
together this season, coaxing, cajoling and demon-
strative, the fi ery coach got everything he could 
possibly get out of his team, two Section 9 titles and 
seven fi nalists.

Best Player:
New Paltz -- Section 9 swimming dual champion 

Leo Kuyl, who won both the 50 and 100 freestyle 
races going away, then anchored the Section cham-
pion 200 Medley and 200 Freestyle relay teams to 
add to his double in the OCIAA championships, all 
topped off  with second-place fi nishes at States in 
both events. He is also the State  public school cham-
pion in the 100 Freestyle. Quite the season for Kuyl, 
who joins his brother Emile (now at Johns Hopkins 
University) as a Best of the Best and puts his own 
name in there as one of Section 9's best ever speed-
sters. He is heading to Bucknell in the Fall.

Highland -- girls basketball's Bri Rozzi...where do 
I start? The starting point guard since the end of sev-
enth-grade, Rozzi has led Highland to three Section 9 
titles, broke Lisa Pritzlaff 's 18-year old school career 
scoring record (1,615 in 2000) and leaves Highland 
as the top-scorer in MHAL history and the eighth in 
Section 9 history with 1,920 points. And this year? 
After leading the Huskies to two straight Section ti-
tles in 2017 and 2018, this year she inherited a team 
of eighth and ninth graders (to go along with one 
sophomore and one junior), leading them to a stun-
ning 15-6 record, including nine straight wins where 
she averaged 30 points per game. Tallying 585 points 
this season (an average of 28 per game), Rozzi led the 
team in every category. The best player in MHAL his-
tory, she has a full-ride to Division 1 Loyola of Mary-
land next year.

And a special mention to wrestling's  Matt Malhei-
ro, who won his third straight Section 9 title, but also 
fi nished fi fth at States, winning four matches against 
the best in Division 2.

So, that's all folks....until Spring. ++

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Sunday, March 24th, 1:00–3:00 pm
DYLAN FOLEY

4-Time All Ireland Fiddle Champion
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice and drop box is 
located at 29 South Chestnut Street.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Excited and proud to be able
to collaborate with Eva Tenuto

We are so excited to have Eva Tenuto -- cofounder 
and executive director of the TMI project -- join us 
for DENIZEN Theatre’s fi rst production of our 2019 
season as director of Every Brilliant Thing by Duncan 
Macmillan, running April 3-28 at DENIZEN Theatre.

Eva will be using her insights and talents in order 
to direct and bring to life this heartwarming story by 
our talented New York actress Terri Weagant.

We are so excited and proud to be able to collabo-
rate with this iconic community leader as she helps 
us bring professional live intimate theatre to our 
community.

Thank you New Paltz for allowing us at the DENI-
ZEN to share this kind of theatre experience with 
you .

Harry Lipstein,
founder and producing artistic director

DENIZEN Theatre 
New Paltz

The actions of our board
aff ect our village

Modesty is my natural inclination, but modesty and 
campaigning for offi  ce do not mix, so I took a look at 
minutes of the New Paltz Village Board to outline for 
you what I have accomplished during my last four 
years as village trustee. If re-elected, I plan to continue 
to serve this community’s interests with heart, devo-
tion and intellect. Accomplishments during my four 
years as trustee for the Village of New Paltz:

 • A blue-ribbon commission with impressive ex-
pertise in municipal planning (and lay people) was 
established at my urging to make recommendations 
about our new NBR district (Salvation Army to BO-
CES). That group, on which I served, resulted in rec-
ommendations for a three-story height limit and de-
sign standards for the zone, which were ultimately 
accepted by the board. 

• An unwavering focus on identifying the source of 
extremely high level of fecal bacteria in the stream 
called Tributary 13 which feeds into the Wallkill Riv-
er. When Riverkeeper held a half-day session to cre-
ate an action plan on Trib 13, it was at my urging and 
in a room that I rented for the day. 

• As liaison to the Zoning Board of Appeals, it was 
my observation that homes in the Green Acres de-
velopment behind My Market were built to two and 
three times the size approved by the Planning Board, 
and my advocacy that halted the abuse. 

• When the Shade Tree Commission was frustrat-
ed in its eff orts, I pushed the village to cause removal 
of a large and dangerous dead tree at 26 Main Street 
(across from Wells Fargo Bank). 

• The rainbow Pride crosswalk and naming of 
Maurice Weitman Way were at my suggestion.

• Rules of the road for Village Board meetings. 
These rules include a two-meeting rule under which 
no issue can be raised for the fi rst time and voted on 
at the same meeting, and also the posting of Village 
Board agendas the Friday before meetings . To the 
annoyance of some of my colleagues, I researched 
and pointed out that NYS Guidelines on Conducting 
Public Hearings and Public Meetings strongly dis-
courages interrupting members of the public when 
they address an elected board. Sadly, my motion to 
establish that guidance as policy for our board did 
not pass.

• Worked with Dennis Young to develop a Floating 
Zone to allow fourth stories strictly in the downtown 
business district (near the only mass transit we have: 
the bus station) in return for aff ordable housing.

• Attempted to reduce the $5,000 recreation fee to 
a more reasonable number, in line with other Hud-
son Valley communities.

• Worked with NPPD on revised marijuana off ense 
enforcement.

• Suggested that we hire temporary workers to 
shovel sidewalks in the winter and water freshly 
planted Shade Tree Commission trees in the sum-

mer. 
• I was the fi rst to call attention to the high cost to 

our community of NYC water (thanks to Mayor Rog-
ers and staff  for creating an action plan on that is-
sue), and advocated successfully for restraint when 
solutions proposed drilling for water in the Mill 
Brook Preserve. 

• As liaison, I have worked with the Environmental 
Policy Commission (EPC) to establish environmen-
tally friendly operating procedures for well drilling 
in New Paltz. Following the lead of the EPC, I am 
spearheading an investigation of waste to energy at 
our wastewater plant.

• I’ve successfully fought, pleaded and negotiated 
re: budget cuts that would have severely impacted 
public access channel 23, made the motion that 
resulted in workshop and special meetings of our 
board being fi lmed (but not before personally fi lm-
ing a special meeting on the NBR). 

• I continue to work to fi nd ways, including per-
sonally laying sand bags, to stop the stormwater 
river that runs from the Convenient Deli lot through 
numerous driveways and yards on its way to The Pit. 

• Handicapped parking space requests that had 
been long ignored were fi nally created after I raised 
the issue at numerous meetings. 

• As a founding member and chair of the Environ-
mental Policy Board, I helped to create the ban on 
plastic retail bags. 

• With full backing and encouragement of the 
board, I worked with our building department to 
create a roadmap for villagers on how to navigate the 
Planning Board process.

 I have been, and will continue -- if reelected -- to 
be a moderating force on the board, working tire-
lessly to raise perspectives that seem unique and 
important to our village. As an example of that per-
spective, it was surprising that, after extending park-
ing meter use to Sunday afternoons, our downtown 
businesses had not been contacted to inquire about 
the eff ect of that change on their business. I have 
done so. 

In the midst of a progressive board which is 
plugged in to national and NYS wide initiatives, it 
seems important that there be room for empathy 
and understanding about how the actions of our 
board aff ect our village. If elected, I will continue to 
be such a trustee, and humbly ask for your support.

 Donald Kerr
New Paltz

Vote For Michele Zipp for New Paltz 
village trustee

I fi rst met Michele when she found my lost driver’s 
license in the Duzine parking lot and tracked me 
down to return it. It was around this time that a good 
friend of Michele’s experienced a personal tragedy. 
Michele, in her characteristic manner, was all heart 
and action and sprung to her friend’s aide to throw 
a benefi t party for her, as she was facing an uncer-
tain fi nancial future. This is when I knew how special 
Michele is. She leads from the heart and is able to 
turn those leadings into real action. I have seen this 
play out time and time again as Michele has rallied 
for Women’s Rights, Climate Action, lifted up the 
voices of those being underrepresented by initiating 
the creation of a magazine for women over 40 called 
Maiden, Mother, Crone, gathered feminine hygiene 
products during Resisterhood’s annual Red Tent 
Drive to benefi t Family of New Paltz, helped create a 
choir to lend positive yet powerful voices to political 
events and now fi nally as she runs for village trustee.

Aside from her community organizing and advo-
cacy, Michele also has great presence and is able to 
rally people with her voice. I think we can best eff ect 
change in politics at the local level. If you want our 
village to be represented by someone who is kind, 
articulate, knowledgeable, compassionate and will-
ing to stand up for those underrepresented in our 
community, then she should have your vote. 

Ronnie Yastion
New Paltz
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Farm season is nearly upon us

I was in the Ottaway Room of the Phillies Bridge 
farmhouse the other day and I was excited to see 
boxes of seeds spread over the whole fl oor -- a farmer 
at work! There is still snow on the ground, but plant-
ing season will soon be upon us. For those who look 
forward to healthy sustainably grown-fresh produce, 
now is the time to join one of the great community 
supported agriculture (CSA) programs in our area, 
and my personal recommendation is to sign up with 
Phillies Bridge Farm Project! 

For those who are unfamiliar, joining a CSA means 
purchasing a seasonal share of the weekly harvest at 
a local farm. Members come to the farm and pick up 
a big basket of fresh produce every week, perhaps 
also staying to pick some fl owers, herbs or other sea-
sonal goodies in the pick-your-own section. Why buy 
week-old produce fl own in from another country by 
a big corporation when you can be eating sustain-
ably grown food and supporting local farms? 

Phillies Bridge is the region’s oldest non-profi t 
CSA. In addition to supplying members with deli-
cious produce, we also run a summer camp for chil-
dren and operate a food justice program that aids 
in getting nutritious food to insecure populations. 
Please check us out at philliesbridge.org.

Ariana Basco, Co-President
Phillies Bridge Farm Project

Please give Mayor Tim Rogers the 
opportunity to keep working for you

I was lucky enough to live and work in the Village 
of New Paltz once, and now I just work here, but I 
want you to know that if I could vote in a village elec-
tion, there is no question it would be for Tim Rogers. 
I’m not really sure if anyone plans to run for mayor 
against him, but good luck to you if that’s your thing.

I am repeatedly impressed by Tim’s reports on 
the infrastructure and the business of running the 
village. Some great reads if you like to see a politi-
cian presenting plans and numbers clearly and elo-
quently, but that might just be my pop-culture-West 
Wing-leftist-Sorkin indoctrination talking no doubt. 
So please take some time to read and decide for 
yourself. You can scan Mayor Tim Rogers Facebook 
page for those of you reading this in the digital, or 
make a note to yourself to do it when you or a family 
member inevitably logs on.

From what I can tell, Tim engages his constituents 
with respect and patience. He tries to understand 
the problems that the village faces, to make them 
and their potential solutions comprehensible to the 
people whose money he’s spending. His dedication 
is evident in his thoroughness and care, his passion 
to serve the community, and I am glad there is some-
one like him here to foster the village through the 
changes that come with population growth. Some-
one who knew the village when it was a smaller 
place and isn’t daunted by the fact that although it’s 
the same size, it is really much bigger than it once 
was. I hope you will allow Tim Rogers the opportu-
nity to keep working for you.

Long live New Paltz and all its children. Many 
thanks

Autumn Seguin
Clintondale

Impeachment quandary
for Democrats

Democrats in Congress are in a bind. Over the past 
two years they have rightfully pilloried the House 
GOP majority for shirking its responsibilities to over-
see actions of the Trump administration. The Repub-
licans’ abuse-by-neglect, Democrats say, exemplifi es 
powers they’ve surrendered to the executive branch. 
Storming back into the majority in the House after 
November, Democrats have indeed begun investiga-
tions and promise more. However, the prospect of 
impeachment hangs over their heads. Nancy Pelosi 
has just discouraged the prospect of bringing charg-
es against the president, saying it would “not [be] 
worth it.” She has put her chips on defeating Trump 
at the ballot box in 2020. By her reasoning, Republi-
cans would push the hot narrative of a political coup 
on an already exhausted public.

But what if the Mueller report and their own hear-
ings lay out clearly impeachable “high crimes and 
misdemeanors”? How could Democrats not initiate 
the impeachment process, even if a conviction in the 
GOP Senate seems impossible? Would Democrats 
invite charges of hypocrisy for abandoning their re-
sponsibilities in favor of political expedience, at least 
from those who care about Constitutional order? Re-
publicans, of course, would be happy to sit in their 
own hypocritical silence and watch their opponents 
absorb the criticism. But what of Americans who 
yearn to return to established process and the rule 

of law? 
We wait to hear and see the evidence that will 

shape the Democrats’ response.
Tom Denton

Highland

Smiling treasurer

Many wore smiles on Thursday the 13th because 
it began to feel like spring. When I came into the of-
fi ce, our Village Treasurer, Nancy Branco, was also 
smiling.

Nancy had been nervous last week while prepar-
ing for our discussion with Moody’s credit rating 
agency. We need to borrow $3.85 million for a new 
Pall Corporation microfi ltration system that is being 
installed at our Mountain Rest Road drinking water 
treatment plant to replace the ~30-year-old system. 
Moody’s looks at whether a municipality adding 
debt will have adequate revenue to service the debt. 
This borrowing (via a 20-year serial bond) will in-
crease the total debt across our general, water and 
sewer funds to $6.16 million by the end of fi scal year 
2019-2020. On March 19, we will fi nd out what rates 
lenders will be willing to charge us to borrow $3.85 
million when they bid on the opportunity.

WATER -- Financing this fi ltration system will be 
the village’s largest project ever. The second and 
third largest were also for water. In 2006, $2.20 mil-
lion was borrowed for a new water storage tank at 
Cherry Hill, plus new village water meters. Then in 
2014, $1.04 million was borrowed for another Cherry 
Hill water storage tank. Our water fund’s debt bal-
ance will become $5.49 million per the 2019-2020 
tentative budget.

There are three projects we have worked on that 
will materially improve revenues to help our water 
fund that we discussed with Moody’s. 1) New water 
meters to replace meters in the town water districts 
outside the village that are ~30 years old; 2) New 
master metering at SUNY New Paltz where water en-
ters the campus to augment the meters being read 
at individual buildings; and 3) Sourcing more local 
water from the water treatment plant property on 
Mountain Rest Road using groundwater wells so we 
buy less of NYC DEP’s expensive aqueduct water.

We should note and appreciate that the NYC DEP 
will help fund signifi cant portions of each of these 
three initiatives and this will help us reduce debt to 
manage our water fund.

GENERAL -- Our tentative budget for 2019-2020 in-

Maybe I’m spending too much time on Twit-
ter or reading stuff  online or watching the news on 
television, but it seems to me that we have become, 
more than I can ever remember, a “gotcha” culture. 
It used to be that the main place where people en-
joyed playing “gotcha” was in marriage, but now it 
has spread to the whole society. If you’ve ever said 
or written anything that could be considered insen-
sitive by any gender or ethnicity or age group or 
disabled person or anyone formerly known as fat, 
that’s it for you. In fact, just writing the word “fat” in 
here makes me nervous. So before you sit down to 
write a nasty letter to the editor, keep this in mind: I 
am not making fun of overweight people. I am mak-
ing fun of our fear of saying anything that could pos-
sibly off end anyone.

It is getting to the point where it makes sense to 
be afraid to open your mouth, or to press the “send” 
button on anything you write. In fact, I think it’s time 
for all of us to keep in mind our “Miranda rights” be-
fore we say or send a word any time to anyone ever.

You know how when someone is arrested, they are 
read their Miranda rights? You’ve probably heard it a 
thousand times if you watch “Law and Order.” (And 
come on, who doesn’t watch “Law and Order”?) Any-
how, the fi rst two sentences go like this: “You have 
the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and 

Mark Sherman

Safe living in our call-out culture

A 
LAUGHING 

MATTER

will be used against 
you in a court of law.”

Okay, perhaps #2 
should be slightly 
edited, since usually 
what you say or write 
won’t wind you up 
in a court of law. But 
worse than the court 
of law is the court of 
public opinion. In 
fact, the simplest way 
to think about this is: anything you say or write can 
and will be used against you, period. So my feeling 
is, keep your mouth closed and your fi ngers away 
from any keyboard.

Of course, if you were born before 1970 or so, it 
doesn’t matter, because surely you said, wrote or did 
the wrong thing at some point in your life. After all, 
you grew up before political correctness was the in 
thing, so there is no way you didn’t do something 
that off ended at least one whole category of people.

I could give examples, but I won’t. I’d be totally 
crazy to use anything I said or wrote back in my 
teens and 20s (1956-72) because there would go life 
as I know it. But I won’t even cite examples of others 
whose ancient insensitivities have made it into Twit-

ter lately, because by saying any of that is funny or 
absurd I could be seen as being insensitive myself. 

No, it’s all over for me, my peers, and pretty much 
anyone over the age of 50. 

But our great hope is our nation’s children, and here 
we must basically change our attitude toward some-
thing we have hitherto delighted in: our little sons and 
daughters learning to talk and then write. Babies get 
a free pass. But what you say even at four or fi ve can 
someday get you into trouble. So if you are truly a lov-
ing parent, you will talk as little as possible around 
your baby, and you won’t reinforce any early utteranc-
es they may make. However, since they will ultimately 
talk and write anyhow, you must, as soon as they can 
even vaguely understand it, read them that slightly re-
vised version of those fi rst two Miranda statements. 

There is no greater preparation you can make for 
your child’s success, especially in college -- unless 
you happen to have enough money to bribe his or 
her professors. 

 Just a reminder: I’m still doing my weekly podcast, 
which generally features me reading one of my col-
umns after I’ve done a fun introduction. It’s called The 
Kvetching Professor, so all you have to do is Google 
that. As far as I know, I’m the one and only. You can 
also follow me on Twitter: @profmarksherman.
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cludes paying down $350,000 of debt so the general 
fund’s share of our debt load will fall to $595,680. 
The largest general fund projects have included the 
acquisition of the Mill Brook Preserve, buying two 
fi re trucks and stormwater drainage repairs that 
were done last year near Plattekill Avenue and West 
Center Street.

SEWER -- The only sewer project where there is 
still outstanding debt was for the sewer plant’s sec-
ondary digester’s fl oating cover and equipment to 
fl are the methane emitted from its sludge. The sewer 
fund’s remaining balance will be reduced to $75,000 
after we make a $325,000 payment per the 2019-
2020 tentative budget.

SMILING -- Nancy was happy because we received 
excellent feedback from Moody’s. They recognized 
the tight ship we run so our credit rating will hold 
steady at Aa3. This means the village is considered 
“high quality” and a “very low credit risk.” Nancy 
pours over our expenses and revenues daily and is 
ALWAYS thinking about ways to pay down debt ear-
lier. We talk about debt weekly and not just when 
we’re preparing the annual budget. Ratings mat-
ter because they dictate how much we are charged 
when we borrow money. Better ratings means we 
pay less in property taxes.

Our tentative budget for 2019-2020 includes a 0% tax 
increase for a fourth year in a row. However, we will be 
borrowing again to construct our new fi re station and 
that will be another new large project for New Paltz.

Our fi ngers are crossed we will be off ered a rea-
sonable rate when lenders bid to lend us $3.85 mil-
lion for 20 years on March 19.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Join us as we continue the fi ght for 
peace and justice for all

About 200 women and their allies attended the In-
ternational Women’s Day March on Saturday, March 
9 in New Paltz. It was a spirited event with the Tin 
Horn Uprising brass band and puppets from the Red-

wing Blackbird Theater leading the crowd through 
town with chants, like, “When women’s rights are 
under attack, what do we do? Stand up, fi ght back!” 
Almost 30 local organizations sponsored the action 
with many providing rousing speakers. For a com-
plete list, photos and videos of the day go to http://
clearstreammedia.blogspot.com.

We want to thank Frances Marion Platt for her ex-
cellent and thorough coverage in the New Paltz Times 
and Lauren Thomas for her photos that captured the 
vibrant energy of the day!

New Paltz Women in Black sponsored the event. 
We’ve been standing on the corner in front of the 
Elting Memorial Library for peace and justice every 
Saturday for over 17 years. Learn more on our Face-
book page, New Paltz Women in Black.

We thank all who co-sponsored, spoke and celebrat-
ed the achievements of women on that day! It was also 
a call to action for full equality, for an end to violence 
against women and for the eradication of racism, sex-
ism, xenophobia and anti-LGBTQ bigotry. 

Please join us any Saturday from 12:45-1:30 p.m. 
in front of the Elting Library as we continue the fi ght 
for peace and justice for all.

Donna Goodman and Barbara Upton
New Paltz Women in Black

Uncharted territory 

When we Googled “non-linear climate change,” 
the word “chaos” came up! And although that might 
seem a bit extreme, we are now certainly in unchart-
ed territory.

Climate scientists adopt a tone of foreboding when 
they mention non-linear. We prefer to defi ne it as 
“aspects of climate change that defy modeling,” (the 
way most of the projections are forecast). 

This might include: 
• California wildfi res last year contributed more 

CO2 to the atmosphere than the entire state’s mil-
lions of citizens did;

• thawing permafrost is starting to release huge 
amounts of methane into the atmosphere, (a much 

more harmful, though short-lived gas); 
• heat waves from Australia all the way to northern 

Europe, resulted in unprecedented use of air-condi-
tioners that added an astronomical release of CO2; and

• pole temperatures inexplicably rose six degrees 
faster than the global average, melting the ice and 
resulting in a surface color which absorbs even more 
of the sun’s energy.

All four are evidence that climate change itself is 
accelerating climate change. Clearly we are in un-
charted territory. 

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Note: We did a quick experiment (knowing the out-
come) by taking two hemispherical storage bowls, one 
painted white, the other dark, and outside on a cold 
day found a 20 F. degree temperature diff erence. 

Voicing support for
the Green Light Bill

The New Paltz Town Council and Village Board 
of Trustees recently voiced unanimous support for 
the “Green Light Bill,” a measure that will soon be 
voted on by our state legislature. Passage of this bill 
will ensure that New York’s “Standard Licenses” be 
accessible to all state residents, regardless of their 
immigration status. We support this legislation be-
cause it will ultimately make our communities more 
inclusive, safer and because it is economically smart. 

The Green Light Bill will make New York State’s roads 
and highways safer for everyone by allowing drivers to 
be properly licensed and able to get their vehicles reg-
istered, inspected and insured. In addition, expanding 
this access to driver’s licenses will allow law enforce-
ment to concentrate on true public safety priorities. 

Beyond community safety, this bill will have posi-
tive fi nancial impacts. According to the Fiscal Policy 
Institute, New York State and its county governments 
will receive an estimated $57 million in combined an-
nual revenue, and $26 million in one-time revenue 
through taxes and fees. Licensing these drivers will 

“I was wandering in the rain, mask of life, feeling in-
sane. Swift and sudden fall from grace. Sunny days 
seem far away.”

-- Lyrics from Stranger in Moscow by Michael Jackson
 
The music was embedded in my dancer’s 

body. I taught to it. I worked out to it.
I listened to it just for the instant ebullience com-

ing from each note. My daughter choreographed a 
dance to Stranger in Moscow, which I believe was his 
best song, though never well-known.

In 1983, Jackson and I were separated by only a few 
degrees. My friend, Dorothy Ross, who was the He-
brew school teacher at the New Paltz Congregation 
and a columnist for this paper, told me she attended 
the Bar Mitzvah of her nephew, Michael Peters, the 
dancer who choreographed Thriller and Bad.

I asked Dorothy if her nephew told her what Jack-
son was like in “real life.”

“Very strange,” Peters told her. “Not like anyone 
else. Very immature and mute except when he was 
around children.”

He had a childhood as everyone does, but his 
was full of brutality. Joe Jackson, Michael’s father -- 
to infl ict pain, fear and total control -- beat “Little 
Michael” often with a belt and other lethal objects. 
Michael would throw up or faint when his father 
came near him. From a very young age, he repeat-
edly witnessed graphic sexual acts damaging to a 
young child’s psyche. A child is not aware of sex and 
doesn’t know what it means, but still reacts physi-
cally causing confusion, guilt and shame.

Early exposure to sexual events seen and heard by 

Susan Slotnick

Lessons from Neverland -- part two
a child truncates 
normal sexual 
maturity.

This mes-
sage, meant to 
be funny, about 
Michael Jack-
son, made in-
ternet rounds 
and went viral: 
“Only in Amer-
ica,” it reads, 
“can a poor 
black boy grow up to be a rich white woman.” The 
pictures accompanying the message show Jackson’s 
metamorphoses from an adorable African American 
child to a deformed “geisha girl.”

Only in America indeed! At every juncture of his 
unnatural transformation, multitudes of enablers re-
ceived huge pay days. From the dermatologist who 
helped him bleach his skin, the doctors who gave 
him deadly amounts of drugs, the plastic surgeons 
who disfi gured him (to the point where he could no 
longer breathe), the employees who took money for 
silence, the women and sperm donors who gifted 
him for a sum with children, the leaches in the music 
industry who made fortunes off  him, the personal 
physician who put him “to sleep” like a dog, causing 
his death, up to and including the victims and their 
families in Leaving Neverland who are looking for a 
big cash bonanza for the third time.

Everyone betrayed him.
Even though I believe every word the victims 

spoke, the serpentine oozing agenda of monetary 

gain pollutes their stated message, “to bring aware-
ness to child sexual abuse.” So far, neither the vic-
tims nor their families have pledged what funds they 
stand to acquire to prevent such atrocities.

Take away the glitz, the music, the fame, the fans, 
the hype and look at a picture of young Michael, the 
beautiful, innocent, talented boy, then look at the 
iconic mug shot.

The only question is, “What happened?” It is so 
clear in the police photograph he is a mentally ill be-
wildered man.

When a person commits a crime with a history 
of horrible mitigating circumstances, it is trouble-
some to balance the scales between mitigation, jus-
tifi cation, excuses and personal responsibility. Many 
people do wrong believing, with convoluted mental 
logic, in the moment they act, they are doing what 
is right.

The eff ort to understand all this is not new to me. 
When I was teaching dance to prisoners, I met hun-
dreds of people with extenuating circumstances that 
inspired me to wonder what I would have done if I 
were them. Ultimately, I never fi gured out the dance 
between mitigation and personal authority. I only 
came to understand that in order to prevent society 
from dissolving into chaos, each person has to take 
responsibility for their actions and accept the conse-
quences of their behavior.

Even so, I feel so sad for Little Michael and the 
mentally ill man he became.

It is diffi  cult to have compassion in the face of such 
harm, but, at least, that doesn’t excuse, nor does it 
cost us anything.
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It’s the economy

A lot of big dreams

also help lower insurance premiums for all drivers. 
And the state’s economy will receive a boost as more 
workers will be able to legally get themselves to and 
from work, as well as increase their discretionary in-
come for spending in our local economies.

We believe there is a moral imperative to protect 
our immigrant communities that is aligned with the 
tradition and history of our community, New Paltz, 
where 17th-century refugees put down roots after fl ee-
ing discrimination and persecution. This is the same 
New Paltz that has more recently come together to sup-
port immigrants being detained by ICE, refl ecting the 
value we place on all residents and their contributions. 

Support for the “Green Light Bill” is aligned with these 
community values and its passage will make our state 
and its communities safer and more prosperous. 

Deputy Supervisor Dan Torres
Deputy Mayor KT Tobin 

New Paltz

Thanks for thinking
about Family of New Paltz

On behalf of all the volunteers and staff  at Family 
of New Paltz, I’m writing to express our apprecia-
tion to the wonderful folks at the Denizen Theatre 

for choosing Family to be the recipient of the pro-
ceeds from their highly acclaimed production of The 
Arsonists and the silent auction of beautifully hand-
crafted guitars by local artists. 

Denizen Theatre’s kindness and generosity help 
us to continue to better serve the members of our 
community who are in need.

Thanks to Harry Lipstein, Ben Williamson, Brit-
tany Proia and all of the local artists for your support 
and for thinking of Family of New Paltz.

Ivan Echenique, Program Director
Family of New Paltz

Lieutenant governor Kathy Hochul visited Ul-
ster County last week and touted Kingston’s award 
of $10 million under the state Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Initiative (DRI) as the city’s opportunity “to re-
imagine your entire future based on a one-time infu-
sion.” The award was like winning the lottery, the 
state’s second-ranking executive offi  cial enthused. 
The grant had been “a way to shine up the gem we all 
know Kingston to be, and with a new shine, a chance 
to become a real destination.” In two years, she pre-
dicted, the city was “going to be transformed before 
your very eyes.” Oh, my.

The DRI grant to Kingston was announced by the 
governor a year and a half ago, and so far nothing 
other than planning has occurred. Two years from 
now, some of the physical changes will have oc-
curred. I’ll bet dollars to donuts, however, that sev-
eral of the six DRI projects and programs will not 
be complete by then, and that even if they are that 
these positive public-benefi t infrastructure initia-
tives will only begin to achieve the transformative 
eff ects predicted for them. 

Pinning all one’s hopes in ten million bucks of 
state money and the private investment the DRI will 
generate is unrealistic, a simplistic illustration of the 
if-you-build-it-they-will-come fallacy. Though a well-
meaning and benefi cial initiative, DRI is unlikely to 
be transformative even when supplemented by local 
infrastructure improvements.

What if an additional ten million dollars was spent 
in the immediate region with the focus on grants 
to demonstration projects and key intermediaries? 
The funds would go not for physical capital but for 
the strengthening of community-building human 
capital. What kind of transformation might that ap-
proach add to the mix?

That could never happen, you say? You’re wrong. 
It’s already happening. Here and now.

According to IRS 990 returns, the NoVo Founda-
tion made grants of almost $13.8 million in 2017 to 
not-for-profi t organizations within an hour’s drive 
from the center of Ulster County. It also commit-
ted an additional $3.4 million for the same territory 
in future years. And there’ll be news of more NoVo 
money committed locally when the 2018 tax returns 
are posted in the fall.

“The NoVo Foundation is a resource that wasn’t 
here a few years ago, and there’s a lot of big dreams,” 
said Peter Buff ett, NoVo Foundation co-president 
with his wife Jennifer, in an interview last week. 
“We have to fi gure out what’s aligned with what we 
want to hope see. We are going to make mistakes 
because what we are essentially is venture capital, 
but instead of a billionaire investing in tech startups 
we’re a billion-dollar foundation investing in human 
startups.”

Why here? The answer is simple. “NoVo has deep 
relationships here,” he said. “Being here and having 
trusted partners. You trust your own intuition and 
knowledge because we’ve been doing this awhile.”

Peter Buff ett fi rst came to public attention locally 
when a Buff ett-connected foundation bought the 
1255-acre Gill farm in Hurley for $13 million in De-
cember 2013. It was one of NoVo’s fi rst major local 

philanthropic commitments. Since then, NoVo has 
been providing annual funding to what is now the 
Hudson Valley Farm Hub (HVFH). According to the 
IRS, it granted the HVFH $6.1 million for project sup-
port and equipment in 2016 and $10.45 million in 
2017. 

Buff ett said the farm hub proved for him “an aha! 
moment” in terms of the possibilities of making 
change in a small place like Kingston. “We have an 
opportunity here with a small community, a like-
minded government and all of these wonderful 
people doing what they do without resources,” he 
explained. “If we could start to knit that together — 
the food, the land it’s grown on, the community and 
the government that I think is doing its best to make 
a more just place.” The HVFH is described in one 
NoVo publication as “a community of growers and 
artisans focused on rebuilding local knowledge and 
partnership.”

Funding for HVHF was the sole area grant recipi-
ent for NoVo in 2016. 

Radio Kingston came next. Peter Buff ett, a musi-
cian and composer by trade, is not unfamiliar with 
the broadcasting industry. In August 2017 a Buf-
fett entity purchased local radio station WKNY for 
$500,000 and announced “a radically diff erent 
path” for the station, which was to be “a commer-
cial-free platform dedicated solely to a vibrant, just 
and healthy Kingston.” An eccentric Midtown histor-
ic structure on Broadway was purchased for rehabil-
itation as Radio Kingston’s offi  ces. NoVo’s tax return 
for 2017 records grant allocations of $1,736,400 for 
the station.

The support of key intermediaries like the Com-
munity Foundations of the Hudson Valley (NoVo 
granted it $20,000 for general support in 2017 plus 
re-grants of $400,000 to People’s Place and $1.5 mil-
lion to Farm Fresh Food), the Good Work Institute 
($250,000 in 2017) and others is part of the strategy. 
According to the IRS data, NoVo grantees for 2017 
and future commitments in the region included a 
million dollars for Bard College, $750,000 to the 
Hawthorne Valley Association in Ghent, $300,000 
for the Kingston Land Trust, $215,000 to Omega In-
stitute, $200,000 for Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
$175,000 for Hudson Valley Agribusiness, $150,000 
to the Kingston school district, and relatively small-
er grants or promises to the YMCA of Kingston 
food project ($75,000), the Wild Earth Wilderness 
School ($58,000) in High Falls, the Herstory Writers 
Workshop ($40,000) in Greenwich, Feminist.com 
($25,000) in Woodstock, and Philmont Beautifi ca-
tion ($20,000) in Philmont.

Support like that is a great fi nancial boon as well as 
a vote of confi dence in local organizations. Many oth-
er Ulster County initiatives have been announced in 
the past year that include NoVo support, such as the 
Kingston greenline program, the county restorative 
justice program, funds for underprivileged SUNY 
Ulster students, rehabilitation of housing taken over 
because the property taxes haven’t been paid, the 
support of activist groups like Rise Up Kingston, and 
several others. 

Instead of a metric-driven process for decision-
making, Buff ett practices a more let’s-do-these-

things-because-it-feels-correct approach. “It’s not 
like we’re going in blindly,” he explained in the inter-
view, “but we’re going on with the strong intuition 
and knowledge from other places.” 

After a year of signifi cantly deeper local invest-
ment in 2018, Buff ett said in the interview that 
NoVo’s work had now reached “a refl ection phase” 
of “waiting to see what emerges.” He claimed he 
doesn’t have any clear ideas about what might 
emerge, “just a broad belief that knitting together a 
community will pay off .”

Worldwide, NoVo made grants of $159.4 mil-
lion in 2017 and already committed to another $179.5 
million in subsequent years. However, the amount 
granted in the Hudson Valley won’t break the bank 
— even after NoVo’s list of expenditures is substan-
tially augmented when the 2018 IRS fi ling is released. 
Despite the foundation’s impressive record of spend-
ing, the net value of NoVo’s non-charitable-use as-
sets, $251 million in 2012, has steadily increased 
every year since. It was $332 million in 2013, $422 
million in 2014, $491 million in 2015, and $544 mil-
lion in 2016. 

In 2017, as per usual, only a single contributor, 
Warren Buff ett, “the Sage of Omaha” and Peter's 
father, was listed as providing support to the NoVo 
Foundation. His 2017 contribution was $169.5 mil-
lion. It was $152.9 million the year before, and $151 
million the year before that.

NoVo was ahead of the curve, Peter Buff ett said, 
in its focus on the relevance of local initiatives. In 
the larger cities, more people were saying that since 
no one was coming to save them they’d have to do 
it themselves. “And they do it block by block and 
neighborhood by neighborhood.”

NoVo’s work in Kingston is one part of a nationwide 
initiative focused on supporting thriving local commu-
nities. The foundation also supports demonstration 
projects in Baltimore, Detroit and Jackson, Mississippi.

How can a philanthropy willing to support a lot of 
good work in a smaller city like Kingston have an even 
greater impact on community self-empowerment? 
A few months ago, 25 organizations gathered at the 
Methodist church on Clinton Avenue to talk about what 
a more just Kingston would look like. A comprehensive 
survey is being planned for this coming summer.

So diff erent in style, approach and goals, the 
state’s Downtown Revitalization Initiative and Peter 
Buff ett’s vision of empowerment both begin with a 
community focus — and Kingston is the central com-
munity both have focused on. Both rely on injections 
of seed money to spark a transformed community. 
The former counts on a state investment stimulating 
private capital spending, the latter relies on the evo-
lution of community human capital. 

Kathy Hochul expects to see the gem we all know 
Kingston to be with a new shine two years from now.

Buff ett warns that philanthropic resources “pale 
mightily” in the face of the challenges NoVo seeks to 
address. He believes that the role of government and 
public investment will always be primary. A compar-
ison between public and philanthropic investments 
can be misleading if carried too far, he says. He mod-
estly sees NoVo as excited to take one seat at a much 
bigger table in those small areas where it can make 
a diff erence. 

Peter Buff ett hopes to see indicators of the success 
of the approach in Kingston that NoVo has pioneered 
within fi ve years. “I’m not expecting to see all the 
outcomes,” he said, “but I’m hoping there’s indica-
tors while I’m still around that it’s going in the right 
direction, and it’s a 20-year-old telling me that.”     

-- Geddy Sveikauskas    



 New Paltz Times 22 •  March 21, 2019

Well-rehearsed theater
The recent, public, Congressional Oversight Com-

mittee’s hearing featuring President Trump’s former 
lawyer, Michael Cohen, was a mixed bag: Those 
who were expecting Cohen’s testimony to produce 
“smoking gun” evidence supporting the “Putin is 
pulling the strings of Trump’s presidency” narrative, 
were sorely disappointed; while those hoping that 
Trump’s character would be further assailed were 
probably happy. After the testimony, reports ap-
peared that staff  members of ranking member Adam 
Schiff ’s Committee on Intelligence met with Cohen 
four times for a total of ten hours to prepare him 
for his testimony. While renowned professor of law, 
Alan Dershowitz, acknowledged that this was nor-
mal procedure, he warned such preparation would 
be problematic if Shiff ’s staff  tried to put words in 
Mr. Cohen’s mouth, thus making Cohen’s testimony 
merely “well-rehearsed theater.” With this in view the 
following is a transcript given to The Elivic Report, by 
an anonymous source, of one of those meetings. 

Staff  member: Hello Mr. Cohen...
Cohen: Hi guys. You know I don’t mind if you call 

me Michael...
Staff : Well, Mr. Cohen, as you have already been 

informed, we’ve been sent by Congressman Schiff  to 
help prepare you for the testimony you are sched-
uled to give before Elijah Cummings and the Over-
sight Committee. Before we begin we need to inform 
you of the protocol for preparing witnesses: It is 
illegal for staff  members to coach or tell a witness 
what to say; therefore, as diffi  cult as truth telling has 
been for you in the past, Mr. Cohen, you must tell the 
truth -- as you know it -- the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth. Mr. Cohen, having heard these guide-
lines do you understand them and are you willing to 
abide by them?...

Cohen:...Yes I do, uh, and, yes I am.
Staff : Now Mr. Cohen, the Committee Democrats 

who will be questioning you, will be seeking to con-
vince the American people that the Donald Trump 

that you have known and served for over ten years is 
a man of appalling character. Because of the nature 
of the relationship you shared with Mr. Trump, your 
testimony will be crucial in giving us all an accurate 
picture of the real Donald Trump.

Cohen: I understand...
Staff : Thank you, Mr. Cohen. So then, Mr. Cohen, 

some people have testifi ed that Mr. Trump is a man 
capable of great kindness and generosity; would you 
say this makes him a kind and generous man?...

Cohen: Well, if a man is defi ned by what he does, 
honestly I would have to say yes; especially since I’ve 
heard of instances of his generosity and seen them 
myself. I mean he once loaned his shuttle jet to An-
drew Stein who had collected 150,000 pounds of 
supplies for Puerto Rico after Hurricane Hugo...and 
he fi nanced one of Rand Paul’s missionary medical 
trips to Haiti in which 200 Haitians were able to re-
gain their sight after operations by Rand...and he...

Staff : Let me interrupt you for a second Mr. Co-
hen. As we mentioned, we already have testimony 
that Mr. Trump is capable of acts of kindness and 
generosity: The question we would like you to con-
sider is this: Should all people who are capable of 
kind and generous acts be thought of as kind and 
generous people?...

Cohen: Well, not always I guess; but Mr. Trump is 
someone I thought was kind and...

The Staff  member again interrupts... Mr. Cohen 
could you stay focused on the question, please. 
Again, is someone who does kind and generous 
deeds always a kind and generous person?...

Cohen: Oh, uh, well I guess the answer is no 
then....

Staff : And, Mr. Cohen, would you be able to truth-
fully say that Donald Trump is capable of kindness 
but he is not a kind person?...

Cohen: Yes?...
Staff : Thank you, Mr. Cohen. And is it your belief 

that although Mr. Trump is capable of acts of gener-
osity he is not a generous man?...

Cohen: Yes!...
Staff : So then is this the public testimony, Mr. Co-

hen, that you will present before the House Over-
sight Committee as the truth regarding Mr. Trump?...

Cohen: Yes sir...what you just said will be my tes-
timony. I mean because what you said is the truth, 
of course. 

 Another staff  member comes forward to question 
Michael Cohen.

Staff : Hello Mr. Cohen. Are you comfortable? Can 
we get you anything?...

Cohen: Yes, I’m comfortable...considering the cir-
cumstances...but I could use a glass of water...

Staff : Certainly. (A staff  member brings Cohen a glass 
of water.) Now Michael...may I call you Michael?...

Cohen: Yeah, sure that’s what I said bef...
The Staff  member interrupts: Now Michael, the 

Republican members of the committee will be ask-
ing you questions with the purpose of undermining 
your credibility. They will say you are a pathological 
liar. In fact, they will say that if your lips are moving, 
you are lying and when you lie, you are merely speak-
ing your native language. As you can well imagine, this 
could prove to be a very eff ective strategy since you 
have already been found guilty of lying to Congress, 
campaign fi nance violations, tax fraud and bank fraud. 
They will, relentlessly, point out the many times you 
have lied and accuse you, because of your testimony, 
of being disloyal to your former employer. And they 
will charge that you are violating the attorney-client 
confi dentiality privilege that Mr. Trump is entitled to as 
your client. Again, you will be called a liar many times 
throughout this hearing and...worse. So then, in light 
of your previous testimony in which you have stated 
that people capable of acts of kindness and generosity 
should not always be categorized as kind and generous 
people; Isn’t it true that simply because you have lied 
to the Congress before and as I’ve mentioned also to 
banks; have been disbarred as a lawyer and will be go-
ing to prison soon...

(Cohen interrupts): Wait guys...I think I’ve got this: 
Sure, I’m a convicted liar who is going to prison and 
I’ve told many lies in the past and I’ve even lied to 
this Congress...but I am not a liar!...

Staff : Thank you, Michael. I think we’re done for 
today. We’ll break until tomorrow. At that time we’ll 
help you to explain why you think Mr. Trump is a 
racist, and in future meetings we’ll be helping you 
to understand what you want to say in your opening 
and closing statements before the committee...

Cohen: Thank you, guys...I really do appreciate all 
your help..and believe me...I’m not lying.

George Civile
Gardiner

Lewis H. Ackert 
Lewis H. Ackert, 94, formerly of New Paltz, New York, and for many years a resident of San Jose, CA, passed away 
on March 11, 2019, at Vista Manor Nursing Center, after a brief illness.  After serving in the U.S. Army Ordnance 
Department during WW II from 1943 - 1948, Mr. Ackert began working for IBM in 1948, initially in Poughkeep-
sie, and later in Kingston.  He eventually moved to San Jose with IBM and retired there in April of 1990.  Lew’s 
wife of nearly 66 years, Lois (nee Eschenbecker), passed on April 28, 2016.  They were both Mercedes automobile 
enthusiasts and enjoyed many travels, both in the U.S. and abroad as members of the Mercedes Car Club of Amer-
ica.  Mr. Ackert was predeceased by his parents, Herman (“Bill”) and Leona Ackert of New Paltz, and his sister, 
Corinne Ackert Monroe, of Richmond, VA.  He is survived by a nephew, William T. Monroe, Jr. of Gulfport, MS, 
and niece, Diana L. Monroe, of Richmond, VA.
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
PROJECT M LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
01/22/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 
1244 Creek Locks 
Rd, Bloomington, NY 
12411. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.   

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of BODYMIND MAS-
SAGE THERAPY LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led with
the Sect'y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
1/16/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County of
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 3 N. Ohioville 
Rd., New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Goodstock Realty 
Company, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/31/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt. 17F, NY, 
NY 10023. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: JNC Asset 
Management LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
fi led in the Depart-
ment of State of New 
York on February 6, 
2019. Offi  ce Location: 
Ulster County. Prin-
cipal Business Loca-
tion: Ulster County, 
New York. Purpose:  
Any and all lawful 
business activities
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to JNC Asset Manage-
ment LLC– 6 Ohio 
Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401

LEGAL NOTICE
CI HUSSAIN, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on 02/07/19. 
Offi  ce:
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 
c/o Clare Hussain,
24 Autumn Knoll, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Clas-
sic Property Mainte-
nance, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
2/11/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
ail a copy of process 
to: Classic Property 
Maintenance, LLC, 4 
Imperato Court, Clin-
tondale, NY 12515. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Conscious Nature 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
01/26/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Conscious 
Nature LLC, PO Box 
82, Stone Ridge, NY 
12484. Purpose: For 
any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
JP BRINKS, LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 2/21/2019. 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of pro-
cess to The Limited 
Liability Company, 
5 Railroad Avenue, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
RINALDI RENTAL, 
LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of RIN-
ALDI RENTAL, LLC, 
a limited liability 
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-

ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State of New York 
on February 21, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
RINALDI RENTAL, 
LLC, 24 Longate 
Road, Clinton Con-
necticut 06413. The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
RIMB LLC. App. for 
Auth. fi led with the 
SSNY on 01/24/19. 
Originally fi led
with Secretary of 
State of Michigan on 
09/21/2015. Offi  ce: Ul-
ster County. SSNY
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served.
SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 
10 Bruce Street, New 
Paltz, NY
12561. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of BERNER FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES, LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/14/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion, County
of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 124 Main St.,
Ste. 9B, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of limited liability 
company (LLC) Hea-
ton Beauty LLC
Articles of organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
1/23/19.
Offi  ce location Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to Heaton Beauty 
LLC 36 Roxanne Blvd 
Highland NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date in which LLC 
is to dissolve. No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ZUZA CONSULT-
ING LLC. Art. Of Org. 
fi led with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/08/19. Offi  ce 
in Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
the LLC, 53 Abby Rd 
Mount Temper, NY 
12457. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
HAND BY CRAFT 
LLC. Art. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 11/09/18. Offi  ce: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, United 
States Corporation 
Agents, INC. 7014 13th 
avenue, suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY, 11228.. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Technotonics LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
03/08/19. Offi  ce Loca-
tion: 1 Deer Crossing, 
Highland, NY (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Roundhouse Prop-
erty Services LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
03/08/19. Offi  ce Loca-
tion: 1 Deer Crossing, 
Highland, NY (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): WA-
TERFALL PUBLISH-
ING
HOUSE LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of
State of New York 

(SSNY) on 2/27/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: WATERFALL 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
LLC
120 River Rd New 
Paltz NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
PACAMA BLUE-
STONE, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 2/15/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 924 Lapla 
Road, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
VALENTINA CUSTOM 
FRAME & GALLERY 
LLC. Articles of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY on 
03/06/2019. Offi  ce: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to the LLC, 7 Taylor 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose  

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Qualifi ca-
tion of: AEC SOLAR 
LLC Authority fi led 
with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 
03/12/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
LLC formed in Con-
necticut (CT) on 
8/4/15. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: ALL-ELECTRIC 
CONSTRUCTION & 
COMMUNICATION, 
L.L.C. – 80 Farwell 
Street, West Haven, 
CT 06516. Address to 
be maintained in CT: 
80 Farwell St., West 
Haven, CT 06516. 
Arts of Org. fi led with 
Denise W. Merrill, 
Commercial Record-
ing Division, CT Secy. 
of the State, 30 Trin-

ity St., Hartford, CT 
06106. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualifi ca-
tion of Spacemaker 
Rentals, LLC. App. 
for Auth. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 5/19/14. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. LLC formed 
in TN on 1/14/14. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
the principal offi  ce 
of LLC: National Cor-
porate Research, Ltd. 
(NCR), 10 E 40th St, 
10th Fl, NY, NY 10016. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
TN Secy of State, 312 
Rosa L Parks Ave, 
6th Fl, Nashville, TN 
37243. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Blues Singer Equestri-
an LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on (12/17/19). 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: (Blues Singer 
Equestrian c/o Han-
nah Corjulo po box 
385 Port Ewen New 
York, NY 12466). Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
(PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 501 OF REAL 
PROPERTY TAX LAW)
PURSUANT TO SEC-
TION 501 OF THE 
REAL PROPERTY TAX 
LAW, THE ASSES-
SOR FOR THE TOWN 
OF NEW PALTZ HAS 
INVENTORY AND 
VALUATION DATA 
AVAILABLE FOR RE-
VIEW OF THE AS-
SESSMENTS IN THE 
TOWNSHIP, AN AP-
POINTMENT MAY BE 
MADE TO REVIEW 
THIS INFORMATION 
BY PHONING 845-
255-0103.
TRICIA MASTERSON
ASSESSOR

\7
WHY PRINT?

A newspaper can be had by 
anyone with a dollar. You don’t 
need an expensive, soon-to-be 
obsolete tablet or Internet con-
nection. An important consider-
ation for democracy. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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History

Why is our town named Lloyd?

L
IKE MOST LLOYD residents, archivist Joan 
de Vries Kelley typically answers “High-
land” when asked where she lives.  But she 
felt plagued by the question, “why is our 

town named Lloyd?” and devoted herself to fi nding 
a credible answer.  Because no existing historical 
documents answered her question, she expanded 
her search.  Recently, Kelley shared her research 
methods and her fi ndings at the March program of 
the Town of Lloyd Historical Preservation Society. 

In her presentation, Kelley described how she 
looked for the answer in primary sources, includ-
ing legislative, census and town records; secondary 
sources, such as local histories and newspapers; other 
supporting information like maps and land records; 
and typical naming patterns for other towns.  In the 
process, she uncovered several other tidbits of infor-
mation about regional history, and she shared those 
too, frequently to the amusement of her audience.

She looked for hints in records going as far back 
as the founding of New York’s 12 original counties, 

which included Ulster.  New York’s counties were cre-
ated after England drove out the Dutch rulers, and 
the counties were frequently named after members 
of the royal family, including King Charles’ many ille-
gitimate children.  Others were named for towns or 
regions in England.  Westchester, she learned, got its 
name when it was settled by colonist who came west 
from Chester -- so the story goes.  But nothing that 
far back gave hints to the naming of Lloyd.

As time passed, the colonies got too populated to 
manage effi  ciently and they were divided into towns.  
Then even many towns outgrew their ability to man-
age their roads, schools and other aspects of town 
life.  In 1833, a group of petitioners asked the state 
to split the Town of New Paltz in two.  Their applica-
tion was denied, but in 1842, the town was divided 
into two election districts, and in 1845 the complete 
split into two towns took place.  That was well docu-
mented in state and town records, which refer to the 
new town as Lloyd or Loyd.  But none of those re-
cords tell why.               

Perhaps there was a hint in the establishment of a 
Loyd (single L) Post Offi  ce even before the founding 
of the town.  While that contributed to the confusion 
over the spelling of the name, it off ered no new clues 
as to its origin.  One thing was certain -- the post of-
fi ce was not named after the postmaster.  That, ac-
cording to records at the time, was a defi nite no-no.     

Kelley tracked down a report of the new town’s 
fi rst meeting, where the Board of Auditors reported 
on their approvals of payments to people ranging 
from the superintendent of schools to election in-
spectors and overseers of the poor and even a man 
claiming a bounty for killing two foxes.  But no men-
tion of the town name.

The mystery remained.  Kelley delved into cen-
sus records.  Unfortunately, the full records kept in 
Albany were burned, but from a Census Summary 
for 1845 she learned that Lloyd had a population of 
2,035, including 461 voters, 46 aliens, 39 colored 
persons, 221 farmers, 16 manufacturers, 75 mechan-
ics and seven learned professionals.  But still no 
mention of how the town got its name.   

 She dug deeper into other supporting informa-
tion.  Maps of the time showed a Loyd Patent within 
the Town of New Paltz along its southern border, but 
not in the part that eventually became the new town.  
It was land owned by Thomas Loyd (sometimes writ-
ten as Lloyd) between 1687 and 1692.  He was not a 
local resident and was actually lieutenant governor 
of Pennsylvania for a few years.  But he was a big 
landowner, who even owned Ellis Island for a time.  
On records of buying and selling lands, the spelling 
of his name seems to evolve from Lloud to Loyd and 
fi nally Lloyd.  Kelley attributed the changes to the 
diff erence in spelling between Dutch and English.

So who was this Thomas Loyd/Lloyd?  Kelley re-
ported that he was born in Wales in 1640, graduat-
ed from Oxford in 1661, converted to the Society of 
Friends in Wales in 1663.  The records Kelley found 
described him as a physician “with a large practice” 
and as “infl uential in matters of state.” In 1683, he, his 
wife Mary, and their nine children sailed for Ameri-
ca.   He purchased land in Philadelphia, New York 
and New Jersey.  But his wife died just a few months 
after their arrival, after the birth of another child, a 
little boy.  When William Penn, chief executive of the 
province of Pennsylvania, returned to England in 
1884, he left Thomas in charge.  But Thomas’ second 
wife was a New Yorker and he spent much of his time 
away from Philadelphia, so Penn replaced him for a 
time with John Blackwell. Eventually, however, Penn 
commissioned Thomas as lieutenant-governor, an 
offi  ce he held from 1690 to 1693.

Is it likely that Lloyd was named after someone 
with no real connection to the town?  Actually yes, 
it’s quite possible, as shown by Kelley’s research into 
the origins of names of surrounding towns.  Among 
the towns of Rosendale, Denning, Gardiner and 
Hardenburg, only Rosendale is named after a resi-
dent.  All the others are named for people with some 
degree of fame in politics or the military.

Looking at naming patterns of the time, one sees 
at least two points in Thomas Loyd/Lloyd’s favor: 
the fame he acquired as Pennsylvania’s lieutenant-
governor and the patent in his name, even though it 
wasn’t in the part of New Paltz that would become 
the new town.  Then, there was one other factor that 
Kelley pointed out: There wasn’t anyone else around 
who fi t the naming patterns any better.

Kelley also delved into the writings of several local 
historians.  Most of them, such as the late Beatrice 
Hasbrouck Wadlin, acknowledge that no one knows 
for sure.  But if there’s been no consensus on the 
theory of Thomas Lloyd, most agreed it’s the most 
likely answer.

Kelley believes it, and no one has dug deeper or 
broader into the records to fi nd the truth.  Mean-
while, town residents will continue to give their ad-
dress as Highland, because that’s what the post of-
fi ce says, while they pay their taxes to and get their 
services from the Town of Lloyd.

-- Donna Deeprose

 Where it all began -- the marker above, on New Paltz Road at the junction with Pancake Hollow Road, commemorates 
the founding of the Town of Lloyd.  Examining it are Vivian Wadlin, vice president of the Town of Lloyd Historical 
Preservation Society and Joan de Vries Kelley, whose presentation at the Society’s March program delved into the 
question of “Why is our town named Lloyd?”
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