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COURTESY OF MOHONK MOUNTAIN HOUSE

Kayaking on the lake at Mohonk Mountain House.

In a Mohonk state of mind
FABLED MOUNTAINTOP RESORT MARKS 150TH YEAR

S

by Erin Quinn

OMETIMES THE MOST enduring voyages of one’s life can begin with a
small, seemingly innocuous decision. Where do you want to hike today?
What trail shall we take? In fact, that was the question, posed 150 years
ago, that led to the creation of what is now considered one of the world’s
Top Ten greatest destinations: the family-owned-and-operated Mohonk
Mountain House Resort and Spa in New Paltz. The words “hotel” and
“spa” seem to minimize the magic of Mohonk Mountain House, positioned like an
ethereal castle at the edge of a silken sky-lake with a stone tower made of conglomerate rock, known as Sky Top, appearing like an earthbound northern star pointing its
way towards a version of heaven.
According to Eric Gullickson, a fourth-generation Mohonk family member and now
the president of the Mountain House, it was in the summer of 1869 when Alfred Smiley decided to celebrate the summer harvest of his farm in Poughkeepsie by taking
some of his friends and family on a picnic outing. “A friend suggested West Point, or
a place called Paltz Point,” recounted Gullickson. As fate would have it, the group
settled on Paltz Point, which was much
closer to the farm. “After climbing up the
steep rock path to the top of Paltz Point,
now known as Sky Top,” said Gullickson,
Continued on page 14

COURTESY OF HAVILAND HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION

Stokes Tavern was built in 1858. It occupied the site before Mohonk Mountain House was
built in the 1870s. This postcard image was made from a Currier and Ives lithograph.
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Briefly noted
Date changed for One Book 2019
program
Programming for the One Book/One New Paltz
selection, Rising Out of Hatred: The Awakening of a
Former White Nationalist, originally scheduled for
the last week in March has been changed to the fall
of 2019. The One Book Committee is working with
the book’s author, Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post reporter Eli Saslow, in the hopes of scheduling an address at SUNY New Paltz as one of the
week’s activities. Information on speciﬁc dates and
programming will be publicized as soon as it is available.
Rising out of Hatred is the story of how Derek
Black, an Internet hate site founder, came to repudiate his racist heritage. The radical transformation
began when he enrolled at New College in Florida.
Shortly after his arrival, he met Matthew Stevenson, an Orthodox Jewish student who invited him
to weekly Friday night Sabbath dinners. On one of
those occasions, Black met Allison Gornik, who became the principal agent for upending Black’s worldview. Saslow describes how Gornik engaged Black in
discussions that exposed the ﬂawed logic that had
fueled his bigotry. Even more signiﬁcantly, she patiently persuaded him to open his mind and come
to terms with his racist past and the harm he had
inﬂicted. The book tells a fascinating story and one
that is in keeping with current times and concerns.

Gardiner Library book club meeting
The Gardiner Library book club will meet on
Wednesday, April 3 from 3 to 4 p.m. to discuss In a
Sunburned Country by Bill Bryson.
Bryson describes his travels throughout Australia,
conversations with all types of people, in all about
the history, geography, unusual plants and animals
and his impressions of life and culture in this unique
country.
The club meets in the library community room,
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

NEW PALTZ | THEATRE

Eva Tenuto and Terri Weagant.

Denizen Theatre presents Every Brilliant Thing

E

VA TENUTO, CO-FOUNDER and executive director of TMI Project, will direct Every Brilliant Thing at the Denizen Theatre in New Paltz. The play, which runs from April 3-28, is
written by Duncan Macmillan and stars New York City actress Terri Weagant. Show time
is 8 p.m.
“One brilliant thing about Every Brilliant Thing is how it responsibly shines the spotlight on issues of mental illness and suicide,” says Tenuto. “The honesty and candor in which the story is
told helps to de-stigmatize the issues and lift the veil of shame that keeps people silent and sick.
Another brilliant thing is the way the script is written. Even though it’s a solo show, it’s not told
alone. It’s told by the entire community. It forces us to live in the solution -- human connection
-- in real time, as the piece unfolds. Despite the intensity of the subject matter, I anticipate the
audience will leave feeling hopeful, deeply connected to one another and smiling about all of
the brilliant things we can celebrate about being alive. These are all of the things I love about the
power of theater. I’m very much looking forward to directing this piece and seeing what our special community brings to it!”
The Denizen Theatre is located at Water Street Market, 10 Main Street, Suite 501 in New Paltz.
The number for the box oﬃce is (845) 303-4136.

Community potluck
The Ulster Activists will hold a community potluck
on March 31 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the New Paltz Community Center. Bring a favorite dish and join in on
an information session to learn about the New York
Health Act and its beneﬁts. For additional information, visit www.nyhcampaign.org.

The event will feature a 50/50 raﬄe.
Tickets can be purchased at the Gardiner Town
Hall or Ulster Savings Bank (Gardiner branch). For
additional information, call or text (845) 863-6456.

Lasagna dinner

Rena Blumenthal will discuss The
Book of Israela at Elting Library

A lasagna dinner, sponsored by the Gardiner Day
Committee, will be held on Saturday, March 30 at
the Gardiner Firehouse. Dinner will be served from
5 to 8 p.m. with continuous seating.
The menu includes meatless lasagna, meatballs,
salad, Italian bread and dessert. Take-out dinners
will be available. BYOB.
Advance tickets are required. The cost is $15 for
adults, $10 for seniors and $7 for children under ten.

Author Rena Blumenthal will read from and discuss her book, The Book of Israela, on Thursday,
April 4, 7 p.m. at Elting Library.
Jerusalem, 2002: the height of the second intifada.
Kobi Benami is a middle-aged psychologist whose life
is in shambles. His wife has thrown him out for his
casual philandering, his daughter refuses to speak to
him and the new clinic director has placed him on
probation for his indiﬀerent work habits. At this des-

perate juncture, Benami gets a new patient, Israela,
whose story is full of uncanny biblical references,
and whose powerful and enigmatic husband, Y, may
or may not exist. Add in a connection that Y may run
a sinister organization called The Outstretched Arm
and the table is set for an engrossing read.
This free event will be held in the Steinberg Reading Room of the library, located at 93 Main Street in
New Paltz. For additional information, call 255-5030.

Guided bird walks with
Minnewaska educator Nick Martin
The Gardiner Library will host a four-week series
of guided bird walks with Minnewaska educator
Nick Martin on Fridays beginning on April 5 from 9
to 10:30 a.m. through April 26. Pre-registration required for this free event. Those interested in birds
or birdwatching can join Martin on the trails near
the library. Participants are encouraged to bring binoculars, a birding ﬁeld guide or a smart device with
a ﬁeld guide installed. A few binoculars will be available for loan to participants who may not have their
own. Interested participants are welcome to attend
one or all programs.
To pre-register, stop by the library at 133 Farmer’s

Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases
from its readers. They should be submitted by
Sunday to increase the chance that they will
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.
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Turnpike or call 255-1255. For further information,
call the number above or go to www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

Author event: Windflowers with
Roger Roloff at Elting Library
New Paltz poet Roger Roloﬀ, author of six previous collections of poems, continues in Windflowers,
his long and fruitful ﬁrst-handexploration of Mother
Earth. Roger will read from Windflowers, tell a few
related tales and enchant the audience with his insights and observations on the glory of the natural
world on Sunday, April 7 from 4 to 5:30 p.m., in the
Steinberg Reading Room of the Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.
A homestead gardener with a song in his heart,
Roloﬀ is loyal to traditional ways of making and turning the singing line: sonnets, rhymed couplets, villanelles and blank verse, to name a few. Aided and
inspired at home and aﬁeld by his wife, retired musicologist Barbara Petersen, he practices older, simpler means of living from the land while preserving
its health. The illustrations for Windflowers are by
Rachel Hunderfund, who has exhibited internationally, with works in private collections as well.
For additional information, call 255-5030.

The Pone Ensemble for New Music
will present its spring concert
The Pone Ensemble for New Music will present its
spring concert on Sunday, March 31, 3 p.m. at the
New Paltz United Methodist Church. The performance will feature music by ﬁve American composers: Philip Glass, Samuel Barber, Susan Kander, Eldin
Burton, and Mid-Hudson Valley native Pete Cody.
Pone Ensemble pianist Ruthanne Schempf will
perform selections from Metamorphosis, composed
by Philip Glass and included on his 1989 album: Solo
Piano. This seven-movement work was inspired
by the 1915 short story of the same name by Franz
Kafka and has been featured or paraphrased in the
soundtracks of multiple ﬁlms and television series,
including The Thin Blue Line, Person of Interest, The
Hours and Battlestar Galactica. The rock band, Pearl
Jam, also opens their concerts with one of the movements.
The Ensemble also welcomes guest musicians
Christopher Brelloc, saxophone; James Osborn,
trumpet; and Cynthia Peterson, piano, who will join
the Ensemble’s own Larry Tietzke, clarinet in premiering Quartet for Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet
and Piano written by local composer Pete Cody, who
teaches music at SUNY Dutchess.
Admission is $20 and free for students.

No dinner chicken dinner
The New Paltz United Methodist Church trustees
invite the community to a no dinner chicken dinner,
which will not be held on Sunday, March 31. Instead,
funds are needed for repairs to the lift, which will
cost about $2,000. Make checks payable to NPUMC,
write “trustees dinner” on memo line or put cash in
an envelope marked, “trustees dinner.” For more
information, call (845) 255-5210 or visit www.newpaltzUMC.org.

Financial health workshop
The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce
will hold a free educational seminar with guest
speaker, Irene Berner, owner of Berner Financial
Services on Thursday, April 9, 9 a.m., at the Hampton Inn, located at 4 South Putt Corners Road in New
Paltz. Berner will discuss important ﬁnancial key
takeaways at the seminar
For more information and online registration, visit
newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243.

Rosie Phillips Davis to speak
at SUNY New Paltz on April 1
Rosie Phillips Davis will deliver the spring 2019
Distinguished Speaker Series Address, titled “Deep
Poverty: More Hope; Less Blame” on April 1 at 7:30
p.m. in Lecture Center 100 on the SUNY New Paltz
campus.
Davis, the current president of the American Psychological Association, will discuss her Presidential
Initiative to use psychological science as a catalyst to

address issues of deep poverty and bring about positive structural change.
She will identify a number of causes and eﬀects of
deep poverty, deﬁned as situations where a household’s annual income falls below 50 percent of the
poverty line.
She will also give an overview of new initiatives
being designed and implemented by psychologists
to re-frame negative attitudes toward poverty, garner political support for an eﬀective safety net and
help partner organizations promote and implement
evidence-based antipoverty programs and policies.
A book signing and dessert reception will follow
the lecture.
Tickets are $10, and advance purchase is recommended. There is no charge for current SUNY New
Paltz students who present school ID, though there
is a limited quantity of free tickets for students.
Tickets can be purchased by calling the box oﬃce
at (845) 257–3880.
For more information and to reserve tickets,
please visit http://www.newpaltz.edu/speakerseries/.

Mohonk Consultations
spring forum on April 7
The 2019 Mohonk Consultations spring forum,
“Supporting Farmers and Farm Workers in the Hudson Valley,” will take place on Sunday, April 7 from 3
to 6 p.m. in the parlor at Mohonk Mountain House.
This interactive forum will invite participants to collaborate in seeking ways to support sustainable and
just farming in the Hudson Valley. Under the theme,
“Better Together,” the event will highlight current
resources and generate possibilities for complementary or new ones for both farmers and farm workers.
The forum will build on insights gained from Mohonk Consultations’ November 2018 conference,
“Pastures of Plenty? Food, Justice and Labor in the
Hudson Valley,” which focused on the experiences
of regional farm workers. It will draw on the perspectives and experience of a diverse panel of local
farmers, farmworkers and organizations that support them, including: Tod Erling, Executive Director,
Hudson Valley Agribusiness Development Corporation (HVADC); Matt Igoe, Hudson Valley Duck Farm;
Kira Kinney, Evolutionary Organics CSA; Kevin Terr,
co-owner, Red Barn Produce; Richard Witt, Rural
& Migrant Ministry; Maryellen Whittington-Couse,
Mid-Hudson Migrant Education Program at SUNY
New Paltz.
Following the panel discussion, all participants
will engage in a creative brainstorming session with
the goal of identifying concrete actions and new resources that could beneﬁt both farmers and farm
workers while strengthening local farms’ long-term
viability.
Advance Registration is $25/regular and $15/student (limited number) and includes afternoon coffee, tea and cookies: online at https://mohonk-consultations.org/2019-spring-forum/ or send a check to
Mohonk Consultations, 1000 Mountain Rest Road,
New Paltz, NY 12561, payable to Mohonk Consultations.
For more information please visit https://mohonkconsultations.org/.

BRING

Spring sugar cookie dance party
The Gardiner Library will hold a Spring-themed
preschool dance party with sugar cookie decorating
on Saturday, March 30 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
No registration is required. Kids ages 2-5 are invited
to decorate an assortment of Spring-themed sugar
cookies, craft their own DIY chia pet and show oﬀ
their dance skills. The fun takes place in the library
community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Retired men to meet on April 1
Retired men of the New Paltz community invite
retired men everywhere to the monthly breakfast
meeting on Monday, April 1, 8 a.m., at the New Paltz
Plaza Diner.
David Johnson, of the Orange County Chapter of
the New York State Archaeological Association, will
be discussing Native American ceremonial stone
landscapes in the lower Hudson Valley. These sites
include extant, culturally signiﬁcant stone features
such as cairns, mounds, circles and snake walls.
Johnson’s research has been accepted into the national archives of the Smithsonian Institution.
For further information, contact Rob Greene at
rasjgreene@earthlink.net or 256-9003.

OSI invites applications for its 2019
Conservation Diversity Fellowship
The Open Space Institute (OSI) is accepting applications for its 2019 Conservation Diversity Fellowship. The fellowship is awarded to college graduates
or postgraduates pursuing professional experience
in the ﬁeld of conservation. The 2019 application
deadline is April 15.
OSI’s Conservation Diversity Fellowship is a fulltime, one-year, paid position in New York City that
oﬀers candidates from diverse backgrounds the
chance to work with environmental leaders and accomplish meaningful conservation goals.
“Diverse workplaces -- places that recognize, respect
and welcome unique perspectives -- are crucial to a
successful organization. OSI is enthusiastic about ﬁnding and supporting talented, young conservationists
from various backgrounds who are passionate about
the ﬁeld of conservation and who provide new ideas
that can enrich our work,” said Kim Elliman, OSI’s
president and CEO. “For the past three years, OSI has
been grateful for the opportunity to mentor, and also
learn from, our Conservation Diversity Fellows.”
Working alongside OSI staﬀ, the Conservation Diversity Fellow spends the year exploring career topics in conservation including: improving recreational access to public lands, administering grants for
land protection, protecting land through conservation real estate transactions, developing science and
research on conservation and climate and learning
non-proﬁt administration and ﬁnance.
To learn more about the fellowship and application process, visit: https://www.openspaceinstitute.
org/funds/cdfellowship

New Student Special
$50 for 1 month

LUIS MARTINEZ

HOME!
Please call ICE to ask for his release and
return to his family and community.
ICE Goshen Field Ofﬁce:
(212) 863-3401; (845) 291-7758;
(845) 291-7760; (845) 291-4033;
Please call your federal representatives also:
Senator Charles Schumer:
(202) 224-6542; (518) 431-4070
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand:
(202) 224-4451; (518) 431-0120
Rep. Antonio Delgado:
(202) 225-5614; (845) 443-2930

The Living Seed
Yoga & Holistic Health Center
521 Main StreeWNew Paltz
(845) 255-821thelivingseed.com
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BRIEFLY | NOTED

NEW PALTZ | HISTORY

SUNY approves new names for
Hasbrouck Complex; names to be
effective for fall 2019 semester
The SUNY Board of Trustees voted unanimously
on March 20 in favor of a resolution to remove and
replace the names of six SUNY New Paltz buildings
named for original Huguenot patentees of the Village of New Paltz.
The SUNY Board of Trustees is the governing body
of the State University of New York. Its vote in favor
of this resolution is the ﬁnal approval needed for the
renaming of these buildings to move forward.
“We are pleased to approve the decision of the
New Paltz community, which recognizes SUNY’s
commitment to providing a welcoming educational environment that embraces our diversity,” said
SUNY Chairman H. Carl McCall.
The new building names, as selected by the SUNY
New Paltz College Council at its March 6 meeting,
pay homage to local geographic features. They will
be assigned to the campus buildings to mirror their
actual locations -- for instance, Lefevre Hall, the eastern-most of the buildings, will become Shawangunk
Hall, because the Shawangunk Ridge is the easternmost of these features.
• Bevier Hall will become Minnewaska Hall
• Crispell Hall will become Ashokan Hall
• Deyo Hall will become Awosting Hall
• Dubois Hall will become Mohonk Hall
• Lefevre Hall will become Shawangunk Hall
• Hasbrouck Dining Hall will become Peregrine
Dining Hall
• The Hasbrouck Complex, which consists of all six
buildings, will become the Peregrine Complex
The current names will remain on the buildings
through the end of the summer to ensure smooth
and safe day-to-day functioning during the remainder of spring semester and new student orientations
that occur over the summer.
The new names will be eﬀective at the start of the
fall 2019 semester.
Preparations for the renaming are already underway and will continue through the coming months.
There are a number of logistical and infrastructural issues that need to be managed before the new
names can be implemented, including ﬁre and other
safety systems; room inventories and other databases; web directories and content; issues related to
mailing addresses, signage, maps, campus tours and
other Residence Life processes; and many more.

Village of New Paltz spring clean up
The Village of New Paltz will hold its annual spring
cleanup from April 8-19.
Collection for residents who live on streets north
of Main Street will begin on April 8 and end on April
12. Waste to be picked up must be out by April 8.
Collection for residents who live on streets south of
Main Street will begin on April 15 and end on April
19. Waste to be picked up must be out by April 15.
Village trucks will pick up bagged yard waste in
biodegradable bags only and brush, wood, no more

The New Paltz Historical Society to host Bob Ulrich

B

OB ULRICH WILL give an illustrated talk, "The Story of Chief Daniel
Nimham," at the New Paltz Historical Society meeting on Wednesday,
April 3, 7 p.m., at the New Paltz Community
Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive. Ulrich is
a local historian whose passion for American
History started after his retirement from a

Bob Ulrich

30-year career with IBM. His main focus areas deal with the Dutch (not the British) creating America, the French and Indian War and the Revolutionary War, both in the north as well as the actions
that took place in the south. To help to explain the topics under discussion, Ulrich uses many visuals, along with little known background stories.
This tale of Chief Daniel Nimham, the chief of all the Wappingers natives, spans three major periods of American history. Chief Nimham’s people had claim over major land portions in the MidHudson Valley, but ended up losing all their land due to unscrupulous land traders and a lack of fair
court justice. Nimham was forced up to Stockbridge, MA, where he was living when the Revolutionary War started. A Patriot, he, along with his adult son Abraham, joined the ﬁght on the colonists’
side, hoping it would be their way to reclaim their lands if the Americans won. Unfortunately, his
dream ended with his death on the battleﬁeld.
Refreshments will be served, and the event is free and open to the public. Become a member of
the New Paltz historical Society for $10 per year, which helps supports the monthly history talks.

than four tires per household, batteries, small appliances, metal, two mattresses per residence and
furniture. Two people must be able to lift all items.
Biodegradable bags can be purchased from the Village Hall for $2 per ﬁve pack.
The Village will not pick up any closed paint cans,
tar buckets, closed metal or plastic containers containing any liquids, electronics or any household
trash/garbage.

Spring brush pick up in the Town of
New Paltz
The Town of New Paltz Highway Department will
be holding its annual spring brush pick up starting
Monday, April 22.
Brush should be placed with the thickest end facing the road and placed in a uniform pile.
ALL brush must be placed out on April 22 to ensure
pick up. Please be aware that the highway department
will not be scheduling individually called-in pickups, as
all roads within the town will be serviced.

The New Paltz Times is Moving!
As of April 1, the New Paltz Times will relocate
to Ulster Publishing’s main office, located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Our business, including website, e-mail and telephones, will be fully operational during
the moving process, and you will not experience any changes in editorial coverage
or paper delivery during or after this transition.
Please update your records
with our new contact information:

New Paltz Times
P.O. Box 3329
Kingston, NY 12402
Telephone: 334-8200
Fax: 334-8202
Website: www.hudsonvalleyone.com

Chief Daniel Nimham.

E-mail:
As usual, please e-mail story ideas, letters to the
editor, news releases, school news, social notes and
other local editorial submissions to newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com, attention Debbie Alexsa,
Managing Editor.
To inquire about display advertising in the New Paltz
Times, e-mail Pam Courselle at pam@ulsterpublishing.
com, call 334-8200 or fax 334-8202. To place
a classiﬁed ad, e-mail your copy to classiﬁeds@
ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201. Please send legal
notices to dale@ulsterpublishing.com.

Alternative Shabbat service
A contemplative and musical Shabbat morning
service, led by guest Rabbi Rena Blumenthal, will be
held on March 30, 10 a.m., at the Jewish Community
Center, located at 30 North Chestnut Street in New
Paltz. The service will be followed with bagels and
coﬀee at 11:30 a.m.
Now in her ﬁfth year, Rabbi Rena’s Havurat Ha’Lev
services -- meaning “Fellowship of the Heart” are
informal, innovative and interactive. There will be
spirited singing and chanting and periods of silence,
guided meditation and a lively, Torah-based discussion. No prior knowledge or experience is assumed,
and everyone is welcome.
For more information, contact Artie (arthurjraphael@gmail.com) or Sharon ( hikebymyside@yahoo.com ).

Omelet brunch on March 31
An omelet brunch will be held on March 31 from
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Lloyd United Methodist
Church, located at 476 New Paltz Road in Highland.
Fresh omelets will be made to order with your
choice of ﬁllings. Also on the menu is French toast,
sausage gravy with biscuits, crumb coﬀee cake, apple crisp, fresh fruit, beverages and more. The cost
is $7 for adults, $3.50 for children 10-5 and free for
children under ﬁve. More additional information,
call (845) 255-8058.

Presentation on the seasonal
cycles of plants
How are local plants adjusting to changing ecological circumstances? On April 4, from 7 to 8 p.m. in the
small meeting room at the New Paltz Village Hall, the
Shawangunk-Wallkill Native Plant Network will host
Natalie Feldsine, Research Collection and Citizen
Science Coordinator at the Mohonk Preserve, as she
introduces and shares ﬁndings from the Preserve’s
ongoing study of seasonal and cyclical ecological
phenomena. Learn more about this research and
how you might volunteer as an observer.
All are welcome. Following the presentation and
discussion, there will be informal conversation
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about the Network’s upcoming events and activities.
Please e-mail SWNativePlantNetwork@gmail.com
for more information.

NEW PALTZ | HIGH SCHOOL

Anthony Musso to return to
Highland with Hidden Treasures
Anthony Musso, one of the Town of Lloyd Historical Preservation Society’s (TOLHPS) most popular
speakers, will be back in Highland to present his ﬁfth
program for TOLHPS on April 1, 7 p.m., in the Vineyard Commons Theater in Highland.
His presentation will be based upon his newest
book, Hidden Treasures of the Hudson Valley, Vol. 3
and could include gems like a 37-foot-tall statue of
the Buddha, the castle home of a famous hotel manager, or a ten-foot-wide by three-story-high house
built during the great depression. No hidden Hudson Valley jewel is too small or too large to attract
treasure-hunter Musso.
For more information about TOLHPS programs and
plans, visit www.TOLHPS.org, or call (845) 255-7742.

Reading to dogs at Elting Library
The Reading to Dogs program at Elting Memorial
Library will resume for one Saturday morning in
March, April and May. Children from kindergarten
through fourth grade will have the opportunity to
practice their reading skills by reading a book to a
trained, certiﬁed, service dog. Children can sign up
for one of four time slots between 11 a.m. and 12:30
p.m. The ﬁrst program will be held on March 30. To
sign up, call the children’s room at the library at 2555030 or e-mail Miss Bonnie at brpfeﬀ@yahoo.com.
The library is located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

A “Conscious Contact” service
A “Conscious Contact” service will be held on Saturday, March 30, 7 p.m., at the Lloyd United Methodist Church, located at 476 New Paltz Road in Highland. This will be a service of prayer, meditation and
candlelight, originated for the recovery groups at
Graymoor Retreat Center in Garrison and was originally named Saturday Night Live.
For more information, call Pastor Gail at (845)
255-8058.

Reserve a spot at the senior citizen’s
dinner in New Paltz on April 30

Some members of the New Paltz High School (NPHS) Mathletes teams .

New Paltz High School Mathletes excel in 2018-2019 season

T

HE NEW PALTZ High School (NPHS) Mathletes teams are proving to be ﬁerce competitors. This season, three NPHS teams qualiﬁed for Sectionals, with New Paltz securing
both a team division win and an individual top-score win. Also, of the more than 500
students from area schools who competed this season only the top 33 students advanced
to qualify for States. Five of these 33 are from NPHS.
NPHS’s 40-member club takes part in ﬁve competitions a year, with an A, B, C and D team, as
well as individual competitors. The competitions are part of the Dutchess, Ulster, Sullivan and
Orange (DUSO) Math League.
Every Wednesday after school, the Mathletes practice a range of logic and mathematical problems provided by club advisor and veteran NPHS math teacher, Kathryn Stewart, who has been
teaching at the district for 16 years.
“Wednesday afternoons bring me more joy than I can express,” Stewart said. “I look at the walls
covered in math and all the animated, excited students who stayed an hour after the last bell to
participate and I could not be prouder.”
Kudos to Jaden Thomas-Markarian, a junior, who tied for top-scorer in the DUSO Math League,
and Team A, who won their division.
The following students have advanced to States, which will be held at Middletown High School
on April 6: Jaden Thomas-Markarian; Claire Deen Taylor, Mathletes president; Mason Eyler, a
12-year-old club member; Elijah Tamarchenko; and Noah Kalus.
“We are all so proud of the Mathletes accomplishments thus far,” said NPHS Principal Barbara
Clinton. “Their dedication, teamwork and eﬀort has truly paid oﬀ and we know they will shine in
the State competition.”

The New Paltz High School Student Government
and National Honor Society will be hosting the annual senior citizen’s dinner on April 30, 5 p.m., at the
high school. The event is free to all senior citizens in
the New Paltz School District.
Interested seniors are asked to call the high school
at 256-4100 or e-mail scostello@newpaltz.k12.ny.us
to reserve their place at the dinner. Seating is limited
to 100 people.

Olive Oil and Vinegar Tap Room

We are moving…April 1st!

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES

We invite our community to help us ﬂourish in
our new location, as we move across the way to
15 N. Front Street. Come join us and ﬁnd
out what new adventures await!
• Olive Oil and Aged Balsamic Vinegars
• Local Italian Salami and Cheese
• Gourmet Pasta and Spreads
• Local Jams and Maple Syrup
• Harney & Sons Tea and Accessories
• Sea Salts and Seasonings

Express your aﬀection with
perfection from Scarborough Fare’s Pantry!
15 North Front Street, New Paltz, NY • 845-255-0061
257 Main Street, Beacon, NY • 845-831-7247

AARP Member
Discount - 15%
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New Paltz Village Planning Board chair Eve Walter talks to a deputy.

Luis Martinez’s wife Ernestina (center).

Luis Martinez’s brother Leo Gomez (with beard left of center).

Scores protest planned deportation of local businessman Luis Martinez

Public shaming
Scores protest planned deportation of local businessman Luis Martinez
by Terence P Ward

W

ORD CAME SATURDAY, March 23 that
New Paltz resident Luis Martinez had
been put on a deportation list days
earlier, and that more public action
might be all that stands between him and a plane
trip to Mexico. Message received: roughly 150 friends
and neighbors showed up Sunday afternoon at the
Orange County Correctional Facility to make their
voices heard. If nothing else, it was clear that those
locked inside heard, as well as the sheriﬀ's deputies
on duty at the time. Elected oﬃcials at state and local levels were also on hand.
Martinez, owner of construction company Lalo
Group, was picked up by agents of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) January 16. Born in
Mexico, he came to the United States as a child with

his mother, who was seeking asylum. She obtained
amnesty during the Reagan administration, and subsequently became a citizen, but her son had to ﬁnd
his own way to secure legal status in a country where
all his siblings, as well as his children, were also
citizens. Helping to solve the murder of his brother
made him eligible for a visa, but that process was not
yet complete when ICE agents came to call.
While Martinez has resources and was able to hire
an attorney, much of what happens under the auspices of ICE is outside of the traditional legal system.
Judge-issued warrants are not necessary for arrests,
and information about speciﬁc cases is not easy to
obtain. Martinez was advised by an ICE agent on
March 23 that he'd been placed on a list of deportation four days earlier, a fact that had not been immediately shared with his attorney.
The extrajudicial powers granted to ICE agents is

one of the reasons why some activists believe the
agency should be abolished. It was created as part
of the massive governmental reorganization in the
wake of the September 11 attacks, and placed within
the new Department of Homeland Security. According to information on the agency web site, "Congress
granted ICE a unique combination of civil and criminal authorities to better protect national security
and public safety in answer to the tragic events on
9/11. Leveraging those authorities, ICE's primary
mission is to promote homeland security and public safety through the criminal and civil enforcement
of federal laws governing border control, customs,
trade and immigration."

A show of support
It was sunny as protestors began arriving at the
county lockup in Goshen Sunday afternoon for an
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event organized in less than a day, and scheduled to
begin at 3 p.m. Armed with a variety of signs and
chants, there were more than 80 present by the
time four deputies responded, about 3:15 p.m. The
oﬃcers were polite, professional and ﬁrm: it was
neither legal nor appropriate to gather at this location without prior authorization, they advised, and
to remain was to risk arrest. However, a space had
been set up near the entrance of the property where
the protest could continue. Protestors eyed the front
door of the jail, and the adjacent grassy spot which
would likely have room for all of them, but that's not
what was intended. By "entrance," deputies were referring to the turn-oﬀ from the nearest public road,
about half a mile away. Protestors could walk, or
shuttle themselves in their own vehicles, but there

“I told them [Martinez] is a
model community member
... I see all the kids here, who
are probably in school with
his citizen children, and it
brings home how terrible
this is,” said Jen Metzger.

wasn't room to park cars.
Village of New Paltz trustee Don Kerr immediately
took out a video camera and began recording the
exchange. Protestors, including political candidates
Eve Walter and Kevin Kelly, continued to speak with
deputies, trying to negotiate a closer location, but
the oﬃcers were implacable. By the time participants began moving toward the designated protest
area, their numbers had swelled to more like 150,
and the deputies to a dozen or more, including some
on foot and others in vehicles. What resulted was a
protest march, comprised of scores of people ranging from babes in arms to the elderly, representing a
variety of races and ethnic backgrounds, along with
a number of dogs. They chanted refrains such as,
"release Luis," and brandished signs ranging from
ones proclaiming ICE itself as racist to a darkly humorous one: "If we leave, we're taking the tacos with
us." Surrounded by deputies they slowly made their
way along the prison road, but when they saw where
cones had been set up to close one lane, they balked.



Dr. Ayesha Cheema,
Endocrinologist
is moving



When:
April 1, 2019
Where:
51 Hurley Avenue
Kingston, NY 12401
New Phone Number:
845-338-2001
New Fax Number:
845-246-7622



"Do you feel safe standing there?" asked Leo Gomez, a brother of Martinez. The negative response
from the crowd led to negotiating a new alternative,
and the protestors were then restricted to a narrow
median in the entrance road, just a few feet wide. It

One question raised on the
sign carried by resident
Stana Weisburd may
resonate: “What about
all those without a town
behind them?”

was good enough to continue the chants for a time,
but by 4 p.m. there was a sense that it was time to
go. However, the walk back to the cars was the second time the protestors could be seen and heard by
the men imprisoned inside, and this time they were
clearly reacting. Yelling and banging on the windows
could be heard, and even a chant which might have
been the "release Luis" refrain. That return trip took
until 4:45, and jail oﬃcials had had enough: speaking with organizers, they advised that the protestors'
presence was now posing a danger to deputies and
prisoners alike by causing "agitation" among the inmates, and that arrests would begin shortly if the
group did not disperse. Leaders encouraged just
that, but promised to continue to organize via Facebook and to negotiate a better protest area for future
actions at the jail itself.
Those suspected of being illegal aliens are detained in for-proﬁt and publicly-controlled prisons
throughout the country. For each detainee at the
Orange County facility, taxpayers pay $133.90 per
day; that's provided an $8 million boost to the county budget each year from 2016 to the present. State
assembly members who toured the facility last November were critical of conditions, and spoke about
passing laws to protect detainee rights, such as mandating legal representation. Unlike Martinez, many
of those locked up do not have the resources to hire
an attorney. "Bombard their oﬃces," they were told.
State Senator Jen Metzger was also present, and
said she'd spoken with representative of U.S. Senator Charles Schumer earlier in the day. "I expressed
the urgency, and that we have no clear information

about where we are in the process [of deportation],"
she said. "I told them [Martinez] is a model community member, a huge employer — 120 families
depend on him and are aﬀected by this — and gives
back to the community. I see all the kids here, who
are probably in school with his citizen children, and
it brings home how terrible this is."
Ronnie Yastion, one of the organizers of the protest, spoke about the presence of children. She said
that her eldest son, Jonah, is a classmate of Martinez's son Luis. Many of their classmates were present to support their friend and his family, and have
been deeply aﬀected by these events, she explained.
Schumer's staﬀ members are working on this issue, according to Metzger, but they should brace
for a lot of phone calls as of Monday. He and his colleague Kirsten Gillibrand — now a presidential candidate — as well as freshman representative Antonio
Delgado were among the elected oﬃcials the protestors were advised to call as soon as their oﬃces
opened. Governor Andrew Cuomo was also on that
list; Martinez may not be eligible to vote, but he and
his business pay a good deal in taxes.
Martinez has been painted in a very good light
since this detention, but he's not always been received warmly. His company owns the "pit" property
adjacent to New Paltz Village Hall, and his idea to
construct a hotel and condominium complex there
which would tower up to eight stories over a nearby
grade school and village park has received mixed
reviews. However, Martinez has proceeded slowly
with that idea, and was apparently looking to ﬁnd
a project which would both justify the $1.25 million
paid for the 2.4-acre parcel, and satisfy village residents. He's also a partner and the general contractor
for Zero Place, the net-zero-energy development on
North Chestnut Street in New Paltz. While that project generated controversy during its planning phase,
Martinez was not involved until ground was broken.
Family friend Alex Baer, who has been supportive
of Martinez's wife Ernestina during this time, said
that the protest was organized in short order because
Martinez himself had been told that more public outcry was probably his last hope. It's a common belief
that public shaming is an eﬀective strategy against
detention and deportation cases such as these. Baer
railed against how the agency is designed to operate
in the shadows: "there's no warrants, no protocols,
no Miranda warning, no phone call, no right to see a
judge. There's no real American justice."
As eﬀorts to return Martinez to his family continue, one question raised on the sign carried by resident Stana Weisburd may resonate: "What about all
those without a town behind them?" ++

Our Pets are Everything
We can’t imagine life without them. But when they’re sick, need emergency care, routine
exams, vaccinations, clean and safe boarding, or attention for any reason at all, we’re here
for them — and you — with all the warmth and compassion they deserve.
Our skilled doctors and staff provide the latest, safest diagnostics and treatment for dogs,
cats, birds and exotic pets. Plus a full range of discounted wellness care packages and
post-operative rehabilitation to help keep your pet happy and healthy through every stage
of their lives.
Newburgh
Veterinary
Hospital is

Discounted Wellness
Care Packages for all
phases of life.

We care.
We have pets too.
Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital

14 North Chestnut St.QNew Paltz

Open every day except Sunday.
For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

1716 Route 300QNewburgh

845-255-1890

Law enforcement
& military
discounts
available.
Family owned
since
1993.

845-564-2660
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Last call for tea
The Village Tearoom and Bake Shop is closing as of April 14
by Terence P Ward

A

GNES
DEV E R E U X
MOVED to New
Paltz in order
to enroll her children in
Mountain Laurel Waldorf
School. With her youngest graduating from the
public high school, she
and her husband are now
ready for the next chapter
of their lives. What that
means is that Devereux's
highly-regarded
restaurant, Village Tearoom and
Bake Shop, is closing as of
April 14. The property has
already been sold, and all
that's left to do is to pack
up and head oﬀ to northern Dutchess County,
where Devereux will conAgnes Devereaux.
tinue to work as a caterer.
"I never planned to
open a restaurant," Devereux said as she thought
back over the past decade and a half. When she and
her husband, Daniel Sheehy, purchased a home
on Plattekill Avenue along with the building next
door, which was originally the tailor shop of Aldred
Schoonmaker, she had an inkling of putting a tea
room on the ﬁrst ﬂoor, and perhaps rent the second
story of what was then a two-story home out as ofﬁce space. A designer by training and locavore by
passion, the idea of restoring the historic building
ﬁred her imagination. As she plowed through the
building code requirements, it became obvious that
serving tea and scones alone would not turn a proﬁt,
and that oﬃces above would increase the renovation
costs signiﬁcantly. The business plan morphed into
a full-service restaurant with catering, but — and this
is one of Devereux's regrets — she never revisited the
name.
"I regretted the name right away," she said. That's
because in the United States, the connotation of a tea
room is of "doilies, very ﬁne china and fussy things.
It gives men the heebie-jeebies. In Dublin a tea room
is not presumed to have such a narrow scope, but
by the time she realized there was a cultural gap it
was too late. She feels she's been working against the
name ever since.
Having grown up in a hotel, service always came
naturally to Devereux, and acclaim followed with articles in a number of publications. Knowing what she
wanted the restaurant to look and feel like, with an
emphasis on local food and sincere devotion to service, made it easy for the designer in her to put the
plans together. Flying in the face of the perception
that it's hard to open a business in New Paltz, she
received her special-use permit the night the public
hearing was opened in 2004. "It's not that this community is anti-business," she said. Rather, "People
come with lawyers, but they are not prepared." Devereux wasn't: Planning Board members got all the
plans required under village code at the time, along
with pictures of the signage, diagrams showing the
location of every planter, chips to show the paint colors, a detailed menu and even samples of the baked
goods which visitors to the village have been enjoying ever since. "There is a list" of requirements, she
said, and the best way to open a business is to follow
it in the ﬁrst place. "I did not have a bad experience.
I'm a designer, and I treated this project like a client."
That those particular buildings were available
changed local history. The original plan was to buy a
home "in the country," but Devereux started imagining an isolated life, driving children hither and yon,
while her husband was away in New York City, and
village life emerged as preferable. She remembers
the kids walking to Mountain Laurel once they were

old enough, and how "that ﬁrst trip to Jack's was a
rite of passage." All the while she was able to live
right next door to her business, not a common thing
in the 21st century.
He may be behind the scenes, but Devereux is
clear that this venture would never have succeeded
without her husband. He was up to his elbows in the

The property has already
been sold, and all that’s left
to do is to pack up and head
oﬀ to northern Dutchess
County, where Devereux will
continue to work as a caterer.
initial renovation, and every morning he inspects
the place for burned-out light bulbs as he empties
the bathroom garbage. His professional photography has solidiﬁed a certain look in print and online,
his handyman services have been invaluable, and
before delivery was available he picked up all the local produce at a variety of farms and shops in the
Hudson Valley. "He does the work that gets no glory,"
Devereux said of her loyal partner.
"I love old houses," she said, and restoring this one
was a challenge which excited, rather than daunted, her. As is often the case, some of the most solid
portions were the oldest. Additions put on decades
later had dirt foundations, which had to be shored
up. Some bigger changes were also in store: the low
ceilings of old may feel cozy, but don't comply with
current building code. This is why the windows on
the second ﬂoor seem quite low; the ceiling of the
ﬁrst story needed to be raised a foot, and the ﬂoor
along with it. The restoration wasn't always smooth,
either: when they winched in the front wall which
had bowed out, all the clapboard siding fell oﬀ and
needed to be replaced. She knew that neighbors at
the time feared "a frat house" on the block, and took
those concerns to heart. To help guard against that
in the future, she had the building registered on the
village's list of landmarks. That may have been her
ﬁrst brush with the historic preservation folks, but
not her last: Devereux joined the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), assisting and advising others in the community on how to best maintain and

add on to old buildings
like hers.
Just as she rejects the
sense that New Paltz is an
anti-business community,
Devereux doesn't buy the
idea that the HPC is the
"aesthetic police." Rather,
its members provide free
advice at an expert level,
ideas which tend to look
better and cost less by
working with the existing
structure rather than imposing a diﬀerent concept
over the top. It was the historic feel of New Paltz that
lured her here in the ﬁrst
place, and she's proud to
have been part of a group
committed to preserving
that. "It's exciting to have
an old house," she said,
LAUREN THOMAS
and people blog about
restoring them. In fact,
when she completes her
move, she will be creating a new Instagram account
to chronicle the restoration of their next home.
Devereux might be able to explain where she purchased every door (lovingly reﬁnished and framed
by Sheehy in the front yard) and how she preserved
the original beams (some of which were so beetleriddled they are now only decorative), but the list of
all of her employees has grown longer than her mind
can retain. While she's had many skilled, loyal, longtime employees, far more have come and gone in
short order. She does recall how one college student
left for a break during her training shift and never returned, saying nothing. "She was a communications
major," Devereux said with a laugh.
Another statistic is closer to mind: no less than
36 restaurants have opened and closed in the time
the Village Tearoom has been in operation. A restaurateur notices such things, although she never saw
those others as competition. "It's a reﬂection of me,"
she said, and as such can't really be reproduced by
someone else. That reﬂection includes her commitment to seasonally-appropriate food: "I don't want
inferior berries," she said, and thus customers will
never see a berry tart on the menu in the winter.
Desserts are the part of food people seem most likely
not to expect seasonal, organic or local food, but that's
never been the case at the Village Tearoom. "People expect sweets all year round, but growing up in Ireland,
we only had access to what was in season." There's no
preaching, just a quiet commitment to what she values
and her customers have long appreciated.
Since the tea room was opened, the trees have
grown stout, including a copper beech which was
saved from certain doom by pushing the parking
far from the building. Devereux believes it had been
surrounded by asphalt at some point in the past, and
that putting in planters rather than cars saved its life.
She knows there could be more parking in front, but
she herself didn't want her customers looking at a
sea of cars when they dined out front.
The shift to catering alone will cut back on the
workers needed, as well as simplify the schedule.
It's one thing to provide for bar mitzvahs and weddings — often in locations so rustic that even water
needs to be brought in — but it's quite another to do
all that while keeping a restaurant open for business
at the same time. In recent months, Devereux has
returned to baking because her baker left, and hiring
a replacement during the slower winter months didn't
make a lot of sense. Fortunately, it's something she
loves, although the early mornings are not her favorite.
She'll do all the baking once the transition to Agnes Devereux Catering is complete. Many of her former fulltimers are more than happy to help her cater weekend
events around their weekday careers, as well. ++
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Spark of an idea
2MW solar farm proposed for Gardiner lot adjoining Field of Dreams

by Frances Marion Platt

F

OR THE SECOND time since the Town of
Gardiner added a “solar law” to its zoning
code in 2017, a developer has come before
the Planning Board with a site plan application for a large-scale photovoltaic generating system.
“You’re our second solar project. The ﬁrst one fell
apart,” Planning Board chair Paul Colucci told representatives of the applicant, Lumens Holdings 3,

The proposed solar farm,
intended to generate two
megawatts of AC power,
would be built at 262
Libertyville Road, located
right at the Gardiner/New
Paltz town line, just south of
the Field of Dreams property.

LLC, last week.
The proposed solar farm, intended to generate
two megawatts of AC power, would be built at 262
Libertyville Road, located right at the Gardiner/New
Paltz town line, just south of the Field of Dreams
property. According to the application, “The solar
equipment and associated features will be placed on
roughly 7.3 acres of land on the above-referenced location/parcel.”
However, the parcel in question -- a ﬂag lot owned
by Steven Sparaco -- comprises 49.1 acres, which far
exceeds the 20-acre maximum lot size imposed by
the new solar law. Moreover, the footprint of the solar array as shown on the developers’ site plan approaches the property boundary on its northeastern
side by only 65 feet, when the solar law speciﬁes a minimum of 150 feet. Both deviations would require variances from Gardiner’s Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).

“You should go to the ZBA ﬁrst,” Planning Board
member Keith Libolt advised the applicants, noting
the lengthy “public vetting process” that went into
the formulation of the new zoning guidelines for solar farms. “They may not want to give variances on
the ﬁrst time out. It looks like you’ve got plenty of
land where you could move this around.” “They’re
not as friendly as we are,” Colucci quipped.
“The property-owner desires to have it as far
north as possible,” said Peter McAuliﬀe, a project
manager at Omni Navitas Solar Energy Development, a Boston-based company that is leasing the
parcel from Sparaco. Omni Navitas has made a specialty of mounting solar arrays atop parking lots and
garages, mostly in Massachusetts -- although in the
model proposed for Libertyville Road, the collectors
would be aﬃxed to a system of racks set six-and-ahalf feet above ground level, too low for cars. McAuliﬀe added that the solar development partnership
“chose the site because of the existing tree line, so
that it would have minimal visual impact and require
minimal tree-clearing.” “We’re looking to minimize
any other environmental impact,” agreed Christopher Knox, representing Lumens Holdings.
At the meeting, town consultant Mark Millspaugh
of Sterling Environmental Engineering, PC walked
the Planning Board through his review of the application forms, declaring them incomplete. He noted
that the area in question is categorized as archaeologically sensitive by the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation, advising that State

Historical Preservation Oﬃce clearance would be
needed. Among the other deﬁciencies identiﬁed by
Millspaugh were a site-speciﬁc Wildlife Management
Plan addressing “species of concern”; approval from
the US Army Corps of Engineers for a gravel road
planned to cross a federally designated wetland;
and the amount of a bond to be posted to ﬁnance a
decommissioning plan, should the project be abandoned.
Knox noted that the developers planned to utilize
an existing access road “to avoid disturbance to the
wetland,” but Millspaugh questioned whether the
48-inch culvert already in place would be adequate
for the passage of heavy vehicles, including cement
trucks, during the construction phase. While the solar array racks would be mounted on driven pilings,
the infrastructure would also require transformers
mounted on concrete pads, according to Knox.
The applicants agreed to address the deﬁciencies
cited and resubmit their site plan and other forms.
Colucci said that once all materials were in place,
he would schedule an “informal” workshop meeting devoted speciﬁcally to review this application
and “check for completeness…so we don’t have to
keep dragging you in here.” After that, the next steps
would be for the Planning Board to declare itself lead
agency at a regular meeting and then proceed with
State Environmental Quality Review. The chairman
assured a concerned audience member that “There
will be numerous public hearings” further along in
the review process. ++

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

————————
Full Medical Coordination
Unmatched Recreational Activities

It always feels like a
vacation here at MVM!

Voted Best Assisted Living
in the Hudson Valley

Move-In Special,
$1000 off your first month!

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

WHY WE’RE THE PREFERRED TEAM!!

Dolphin
Plumbing Inc.
Fully insured | Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797

www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

“Colucci Shand Realty has the technology and
professional staff that worked hard to get us a
closing date in a remarkably short amount of
time. From web design to appointment booking
apps, communication was very professional and
responsive to our needs.”

COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
255-3455

Gardiner Gables 2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525

www.coluccishandrealty.com

** Become a Fan of Colucci Shand Realty on Facebook **
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Figures for 2016-17 show 655 and a half tons of carbon — or its equivalent in other gases — were churned
out from town facilities. Nearly 60% of that is from
vehicles (150 tons from police cars, 232 from highway department vehicles), but if the Town Hall trailers were taken out of the equation, there wouldn’t
be an increase of any consequence.
-- Terence P Ward

Security deposit regulation coming
New Paltz Town Board members set a public hearing for a new law specifying exactly how long landlords may retain security deposits after tenants move
out. As with the law now in force in the village, the
deposit would have to be returned within 30 days, or
a written explanation of what’s being withheld and
what must be sent in its place.
-- Terence P Ward

Public hearing for Stewart’s
The Village of New Paltz Planning Board will hold
a public hearing on the application of Stewart’s
Shops Corp. for new construction of a gas station
and convenience store at 76 North Chestnut Street
in New Paltz. The public hearing will take place on
Tuesday, April 2, 7 p.m., at Village Hall, located on
Plattekill Avenue.
LAUREN THOMAS

The Ferris Woods proposal in New Paltz is for senior citizen apartments built on 43 acres that would be accessed from
the end of Brouck Ferris Boulevard.

Zoned out?
Gateway zoning leaves developer “feeling very discouraged”
by Terence P Ward

B

ART PANESSA, WHO ﬁrst proposed to build
Ferris Woods on his family’s land oﬀ the
end of Brouck Ferris Boulevard in 2014, is
“feeling very discouraged” by the proposal
to rezone the possibility of a senior-living facility
out of existence. Liz Atcheson, a consultant on that
project, shared those feelings with New Paltz Town
Board members at their March 21 meeting. Neighbors had objected to the potential traﬃc on what
is now a quiet dead end, and questions have also
been raised about being able to cram 60 apartments
onto a parcel riddled with wetlands. Atcheson noted
that a new, scaled-back version of the proposal with
only 48 units is soon to be unveiled at the Planning
Board, and that in her view this “compact design”
has “not that many environmental features being
aﬀected anymore,” and would nevertheless be less
impactful than building a single-family home per
acre in her view. She additionally called out that one
of the proposed zones would allow for more intense
use; that’s the ﬂoating resort zone which appears to
have been tailored to the property for the proposed
Wildberry Lodge.
“The moratorium has been over since June,” noted Town Supervisor Neil Bettez; he was suggesting
that had Panessa submitted his redesign ten months
ago, concerns about rezoning may have been moot
by now.
Later in the meeting, council members set a public hearing on the new zoning for April 18. Discussion
at the table included a focus on design standards:
should they be broad or narrow? The wording in
the draft included referents like Mohonk Mountain
House, but council members thought that might be

overly broad and diﬃcult for planning board members to enforce. Pictures of speciﬁc example buildings got a warmer reception.
Michael Zierler, who has been helping coordinate
review of the zoning changes, told council members,
“I’m mixed about making it look like 300 years ago,”
and thinks creating an “umbrella” of what ﬁts in the
community look is a better approach.
Another question is whether buildings in Ohioville
should be allowed up to three stories, or be restricted to two. Three would be a change, but one which
in theory could make room for more aﬀordable
housing. There’s hope that a law like the one in the
village, requiring ten percent of all units to be aﬀordable, might be passed for the remainder of the town.
Builders are allowed to increase density to oﬀset that
aﬀordability commitment. Allowing taller buildings
might facilitate such an eﬀort.
While it’s not required, council members agreed
to send a mailing to all owners of property in the
proposed zones, as well as owners of property adjacent to the borders of the new zones. ++

Big gain on greenhouse gases
An inventory of town facilities in New Paltz shows
that the amount of greenhouse gases being produced has gone up sharply in recent years. The big
culprit for the increase is the complex of trailers
used for Town Hall, as they are not well insulated.
There’s also been increases in the court building.
However, the work trucks and police cars used for
town business contribute more to the problem than
all the buildings combined; while highway department trucks automatically shut oﬀ after ﬁve minutes
of idling, police oﬃcers don’t have any mechanical
restriction on how much gasoline they may burn.
The inventory was performed as part of an eﬀort
to secure climate-smart certiﬁcation for the community; this designation demonstrates a commitment
to reducing the impact of greenhouse gases and, as
a carrot, makes some state grants a bit easier to secure. Many diﬀerent steps may be taken to secure
enough points for certiﬁcation, but the inventory is
required. Greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and ﬂuorinated gases,
trap heat in the atmosphere and impact worldwide
climate patterns.

A proposal for the designation of
Critical Environmental Areas in
New Paltz is presented to the board
The Town of New Paltz Environmental Conservation Board (EnCB) is proposing the designation
of ﬁve critical environmental areas for the Town
of New Paltz community: the Shawangunk Ridge,
Wallkill River and Kleine Kill Corridors, Swarte Kill
Wetlands, Plutarch Woods and Wetlands and Clearwater Woods.
State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) law
gives municipalities the authority to establish Critical Environmental Areas (CEAs) for geographic areas
with exceptional or unique environmental characteristics. CEA designation serves to alert landowners, developers and regulatory agencies to environmental features of concern. Potential impacts to the
qualities of the designated area must then be considered during the SEQR process.
Town Supervisor Neil Bettez said, “Establishing
Critical Environmental Areas will help to promote
more informed and proactive planning around sensitive areas in our community. CEA designation does
not restrict or regulate land use -- it simply raises
awareness that there’s something important that
should be considered when reviewing a project.
The town’s 1995 Comprehensive Master Plan recommended establishing CEAs, and it’s time to act.”
EnCB chair Ingrid Haeckel said, “We reviewed numerous plans and studies in developing this proposal. The Critical Environmental Areas comprise signiﬁcant intact forest areas, wetland complexes and
ﬂoodplains. One of our primary interests is to highlight large, connected habitat areas and wildlife corridors so that future development can be designed
to avoid or minimize habitat fragmentation. These
areas are also vital to our resilience to the eﬀects of
climate change as buﬀers to ﬂooding.”
Haeckel said that application of the CEA designation would apply primarily to larger developments
or subdivisions of land subject to SEQR. SEQR does
not apply to most small residential projects, such as
construction of a single-family residence on an approved lot, construction or expansion of minor accessory residential structures, landscaping or to agricultural farm management practices. None of the
CEAs are within the Village of New Paltz.
The proposal will be presented to the Town Board
at their Thursday, April 4 meeting. A public information meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April
10, 7 p.m., at the New Paltz Community Center and
an information table will be available at the Earth
Day Fair on Saturday, April 27 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The complete proposal for CEA designation is available on the town website at: http://www.townofnewpaltz.org/environmental-conservation-board.
Residents with questions or comments can contact
encb@townofnewpaltz.org.
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Fresh twist on tradition
New owners of Village Pizza keeping the best of the past while adding creative new elements to
the longtime New Paltz eatery
by Sharyn Flanagan

V

ILLAGE PIZZA ON North Chestnut Street
has a long history in New Paltz, dating
back to its origins in the ‘50s as the Jewett
family farm’s JD’s Dairy Stand, where the
soft-serve ice cream was the big draw. Over the years
and through changes in ownership, the ice cream
stand morphed into the Village Pizza that longtime
residents have come to know and love, a place where
the soft-serve and hard ice cream shares billing with
all the pleasures of pizza.
Now the eatery has entered a new phase with new
owners, husband and wife, Mike Katz and Lara Alicandro. The renovations they’ve made to the space
have opened it up, making it lighter and brighter
with dining tables replacing the retro booths and
the pinball machines relocated to make room for a
counter seating six. The layout changes extend to
the kitchen area, as well, with a new 13-foot-long,
“double-decker” glass-fronted display case oﬀering
26 feet of shelving to showcase slices.
The recipes for pizza dough and sauce remain the
same. “Because,” says Katz, “why mess with success?
We inherited something that was already working
very well.” But that doesn’t mean those foundation
ingredients won’t be put to use in some new ways.
While the classic varieties of pizza will always
be available by the slice for those who stop by, all
that space in the new display case oﬀers the couple
an opportunity to “spread our wings,” Katz says.
“We’re not necessarily reinventing the wheel, but
at the same time, we have some unique oﬀerings.
We’ve added the concept of the signature slices, with
ingredients like goat cheese, roasted garlic and spinach. And we’ve added pizza cups, which we found
on a ﬁeld trip down to visit New York City’s Prince
St. Pizza.” Pizza cups are made with small pieces of
pepperoni that curl up into cup-shapes in the oven
as they crisp, forming a well that holds in the oil and
ﬂavor.
Village Pizza’s signature stuﬀed pies come in a
meat or vegetarian version, the top crust dusted
with sesame seeds. Both pies have mushrooms, onions, peppers and ricotta and mozzarella cheeses,
with the meat version including pepperoni and the
vegetarian adding eggplant. “We’ve also done away
with mozzarella sticks,” says Katz. “We hand-cut
mozzarella into wedges, bread and fry it and serve
it with the house sauce. Anybody who’s a fan of fried
mozzarella will tell you that this stuﬀ is a league
above the standard mozzarella sticks.”
The drive-through window is currently operational, with anything on the menu available to go
that way. ( Just ignore the sign in place that says “pizza
only.”) The ice cream window will be up and running
soon, serving hard and soft-serve ice cream along with
Italian ices. Coﬀee service has been added, with espresso and cappuccino available as well as hot chocolate,
and Village Pizza will soon serve wine and beer, when
the liquor license already applied for is approved.
This is the ﬁrst restaurant for Katz and Alicandro,
but both have been in the business in other capacities for years. He’s worked in restaurants since age 14
and is a former general manager of P&G’s. Five years
ago, Katz launched the local restaurant delivery
service, Carry Out Kings. Alicandro -- whose father
was an executive chef for 30 years, at Albany’s La
Serre French restaurant, among other places -- has
also worked in many restaurants over the years in
front-of-the-house positions, including at Mohonk
Mountain House and later at A Tavola Trattoria in
New Paltz, working mostly part-time there after having children.
“When this opportunity fell into our lap, I had
to decide whether to take the leap from front-ofthe-house to learn the back of the house,” she says.
“I’ve never really cooked before. But luckily, the former owners [Meghan Wagner and Renee Mitchell]

LAUREN THOMAS

Michael Katz has recently become the new owner of Village Pizza in New Paltz. Here he is pictured with his family (L-R):
wife Lara Alicandro, mother Mercedes Katz, grandmother Mercedes Rodriguez, Michael Katz and father David Katz.

worked out a six-week period of intense training for
me, so when the time came to change hands I would
be ready to jump right in. I came in every day and
really learned how to make everything, so I feel very
conﬁdent now.”
Wagner has even stayed on with the new Village
Pizza as employee. “She’s an invaluable asset to us,”
Katz notes. “We’re lucky to have her. Whenever we

“We love this community
and look forward to being
a part of it for a long time,”
says Mike Katz.

have a question, Meghan is here for us.”
Village Pizza was one of the restaurants that Carry Out Kings does deliveries for, which is how Katz
came to learn the business was available. “When the
prior owners expressed interest in moving on to other endeavors, it got the wheels turning in my head,”
he says. “I thought, ‘This might be a wonderful opportunity for us.’”
Katz, who grew up in East Meadow on Long Island, and Alicandro, from Albany, met in New Paltz
when both moved to the area to attend SUNY New
Paltz and stayed. “We love our New Paltz community,” she says. “We hope to hang onto the people
who have been coming to Village Pizza for years, and
make some new customers, too.”
“We’re both so grateful for this opportunity,” Katz
adds. “I’m absolutely humbled by how well-received
we’ve been; it’s awesome. We love this community
and look forward to being a part of it for a long time.”
The Carry Out Kings business will continue, too, he
says. “I’m conﬁdent knowing that the team we have
here can make a wonderful pizza on demand, and
likewise, I’ve got a great team in Carry Out Kings, and
they’ll be able to keep that moving forward. The two
businesses are deﬁnitely separate, but they exist side
by side and no doubt will strengthen each other.”

In fact, the connections Katz has made with other local eateries through the delivery business now
oﬀers some interesting possibilities for collaboration. For example, nearby Los Jalapenos restaurant
gave some of their tomatillo sauce to Village Pizza,
which used it as the base for a Mexican pizza, adding grilled chicken, caramelized onions and pepper
jack cheese. “And that has been ﬂying oﬀ the shelf,”
he says. “Within the next couple of weeks, I intend
to reach out to other friends in the industry and do
similar collaborations. I think it opens the door for
creating unique pies and for cross-marketing; we’re
trying to increase our social media presence, and
this way we can let people know, ‘This is made with
the sauce from Los Jalapenos. If you want something
diﬀerent in pizza, come here, and if you want Mexican, go to them.’ And it’s not just them; it would be
the same with any other restaurant we work with.”
The couple also plan to expand the menu at Village Pizza, over time, with vegan items and with Cuban oﬀerings such as the croquetas Katz grew up with,
crispy bite-size logs of smoothly ground ham coated
in breadcrumbs and fried. “I am Cuban, and there are
a lot of dishes, really more ﬁnger foods than anything
else, that I’m excited to introduce to the menu.”
Katz’s grandmother, Mercedes Rodriguez, and his
parents, Mercedes and David Katz, are also invested
in the business. “Not just emotionally invested, but
our partners in this endeavor,” says Mike. The family
even relocated to Highland recently to be closer and
lend support. Dad will also be “resident horticulturalist,” his son adds, with plans to spruce up the outside
eating area with plantings once the weather allows.
Another component crucial to the way the new Village Pizza will operate is how the staﬀ is encouraged
to use their creativity and try new things. “That’s really what we’re about,” Katz says. “We let our staﬀ
know, ‘If you have an idea for something that you
always wanted to try, please, share your ideas and
we’ll try it.’ If we come up with a winner, great! We’ll
run those as specials.”
That spirit of collaboration and trying new things
ﬁts right into their new signature hashtag, too, he
adds: “It takes a Village Pizza.”
Village Pizza is located at 81 North Chestnut Street
Call (845) 255-3100 or visit www.villagepizzanewpaltz.com. ++
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Senior
activities
at risk
The funding of
programming for senior
citizens in Lloyd will end
because it’s structured
illegally
by Terence P Ward

S

UPERVISOR PAUL HANSUT is an outspoken
supporter of local senior citizens, and it appears that everyone who shares the Town
Board table with him agrees with that position. Nevertheless, town funding of programming
for senior citizens is going to end in its present form,
because the way it's structured is illegal. Writing a
donation check to a local nonproﬁt is not the way to
go, and in the future, programs will either have to be
coordinated through the recreation department, or a
more formal agreement must be put into place to pay
for activities organized through Mid-Hudson Seniors.
"We've been giving this money forever," said council member Joseph Mazzetti, a frustrated edge to
his voice. Historically, there have been a number of
nonproﬁts receiving donations from town funds, but
town attorney Sean Murphy was ﬁrm in that this cannot be allowed to continue. The problem is that gifts
of taxpayer money cannot be made; this is the same
reason why someone who gets a very high water
bill due to an undetected leak has to pay the entire
amount due.
It's not that the leaders of Mid-Hudson Seniors
are trying to be exclusive, but under state law this
is interpreted as giving a gift of tax money to beneﬁt
members of that group and no one else. Murphy said
that one way to resolve the issue is by way of a written agreement to lay out what programs would be
put on with that money. It would also have to make
it clear that all senior citizens in the town are welcome to participate. Another option is for the money
instead to be spent under the auspices of the recreation department.
Hansut noted that the problem has "nothing to
do with our seniors," but only the fact that the "way
we've been doing it is illegal."
Local seniors look forward to the monthly luncheons, said council member Claire Winslow, echoing a desire to see those and other programs continue. Bus trips to casinos aren't as popular as they
once were, but the luncheons continue to draw a
number of people.
With a high level of interest in resolving the issue,
council members are now focusing on developing a
new process for providing activities to local senior
citizens. ++

(L-R): Ulster BOCES Fashion Design students Sara Moscatello and Summer Mackey, both from
Highland Central School District; Mary Baker (rear), Kingston City School District; and Alina Gorney,
New Paltz Central School District, listen to Noel Shirian (far right), a production manager for NYC
fashion designer Rebecca Taylor.

Highland, Kingston and New Paltz students speak
with NYC fashion expert at Rebecca Taylor Design

U

LSTER BOCES FASHION Design students were welcomed by a host of industry specialists including fashion designers, merchandisers, product developers, production and
sample room managers, research and development managers, sales managers and stylists at Rebecca Taylor design oﬃces and showroom in New York City on March 15. The
students spoke to the professionals about their daily schedules and duties and asked for advice on
improving their portfolios and applying for internships.

members all agreed that assisted living and nursing home facilities should not be among the uses in
the R-1 district, which is one-acre residential zoning
along the banks of the Hudson River. A proposal to
build such a facility sparked interest in changing the
law.
Resident Joan Kelly said during the public hearing
that such uses as assisted living facilities and nursing
homes would simply be "too intense" for the banks of
the Hudson there, citing issues such as steep slopes,
rocky soil and challenges siting septic systems.
Similarly, Robert Haskins said he was "grateful"
this law change was even being considered; when he
polled his neighbors, he heard a lot of appreciation
for the safety and sanitary issues being taken seriously in the form of legislative change.
Dave Sarbini, a new resident on Bellevue Road,
said that he couldn't imagine adding ambulance and
employee traﬃc to a street he described as being
"like a roller coaster."
Scenic Hudson representative Jeﬀ Anzevino applauded this eﬀort to "protect the bluﬀs" and views
of them from afar; he also noted that the "vegetative
corridor" was one of "statewide signiﬁcance." Nursing homes would simply be "inconsistent with . . .
guidelines" set forth to preserve such areas.
-- Terence P Ward

Kingston may be needed.

No satisfaction

No support for accessory apartment
law

No nursing homes on the bluffs
During the March 20 Lloyd Town Board meeting,

Davis

Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!
#PJMFSTr)PU8BUFS)FBUFST
'BVDFUTr4JOLTr5VCTr4IPXFST
“NO JOB TOO SMALL”
LOW REASONABLE RATES
~ FULLY INSURED ~
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(845) 532-1865

Once upon a time, a loan was made against the
ﬂower shop on Main Street in Highland from funds
which were the precursor to the town's revolving
loan fund. That building has since changed hands,
and the present owner has discovered that the mortgage is still on the record. Apparently, a satisfaction
was never recorded, and when the building was purchased, that fact wasn't turned up. During the March
20 Lloyd Town Board meeting, town attorney Sean
Murphy oﬀered a simple document which, upon
passage, would deem the mortgage satisﬁed, but
council member Joseph Mazzetti questioned such a
move. The owners "need to prove that it was paid
oﬀ," he said, or consider ﬁling a title insurance claim.
If no title insurance was purchased, that's not something town taxpayers should be expected to accept.
As the loan was made through the county's Industrial Development Agency, a search for records in

-- Terence P Ward

Scout honored for service project
There’s a pedestrian bridge spanning the creek
near Mile Hill Road, making access to Highland
Landing from the Hudson Valley Rail Trail a little bit
safer than it would have been walking along a road
without a shoulder. That bridge is thanks to Casey
Rosen, who organized its creation as his Eagle Scout
service project last year. At their March 20 meeting,
town council members gave him a community pride
award in thanks.
“I was a little bit skeptical” that the project would
come to pass, admitted Town Supervisor Paul
Hansut, but that skepticism was washed away by
Rosen’s fundraising chops and organizational skills.
Rosen called that bridge the “greatest project I
could ever hope for,” one which was both “daunting” and a “wonderful experience.” He credited
many others in the community for making it possible, including rail trail association president Peter
Bellizzi (who is also involved with the scouts) and
highway superintendent Richard Klotz.
-- Terence P Ward

Town of Lloyd council members unanimously voted against a new accessory apartment law on March
20, which had been proposed and developed in
Planning Board meetings. The current law remains
in force, and Planning Board members will now have
to decide if they’d like to try again. In Lloyd, land-use
laws are often created at the Planning Board table; in
some other towns, Planning Board members don’t
do that work, but have the right to comment before
a vote.
John Litts, a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals, was plain-spoken: “The law that’s in place
now is suﬃcient,” he told members of the town
council. Litts, the only one to testify during the public hearing on March 20, said that setting a two-acre
minimum would be a “mistake.”
-- Terence P Ward
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Waiting on the state
Budget talks continue in Highland school district, final figures contingent upon education aid

by Sharyn Flanagan

A

T THE RECENT regular meeting of the
Highland Central School District on Tuesday, March 19, the Board of Education
continued the process of developing a
budget for the 2019-2020 school year. According
to district business manager Lissa Jilek, the budget
cannot be ﬁnalized for the board to adopt until the
state releases its budget with the ﬁnal numbers on
education aid.
The New York State ﬁscal year begins on April 1.
But Jilek said she would be surprised if Governor
Cuomo delivers an on-time budget this year, because of disagreements in Albany over key details of
the spending plan. “Coupled with that,” she added,
“President Trump presented his federal budget with
signiﬁcant cuts to education. And how that will directly aﬀect Highland and our federal grants is too
early to tell.”
The state relies heavily on federal funds to fund
education. In addition, said Jilek, New York State
has not met the federal expectations this year for
the “Every Student Succeeds Act” (ESSA), which
requires states to fulﬁll speciﬁc criteria in order to
receive certain monies. According to Jilek, New York
State has fallen short in the area of special education. “So for now, we’ll have to sit tight with our current estimate of state aid and pay close attention to
what’s happening at the federal level.”
Jilek also has concerns about the $1,500,000 from
the appropriated fund balance applied to the revenue side of the proposed budget, a strategy that
has been used for previous years’ budgets, as well.
“That’s a lot of money for a small district to apply,”
noted Jilek. “We certainly need it right now, but my
goal for long-term planning is to get that number
down.”
Bottom-line revenues for the 2019-20 school year
currently stand at $44,397,585. “That’s a pretty good
number,” Jilek said. The greatest diﬀerence between
the existing budget and the proposed budget comes
in the area of debt service, she noted. The district is
losing revenue this year due to less building aid, but
that ﬁgure is somewhat balanced out by debt that
came oﬀ the books this year. “Unfortunately, however, there are increases in other [budget] lines.”
Jilek pointed out to the board that expenditures
in the area of general support, which includes the
board of education, ﬁnance, operations and maintenance, legal, property liability and casualty insurance, are slightly lower for the proposed budget
than in the existing budget, creating a diﬀerence
of $242,000 less in expenditures this year. But the
costs of instruction, athletics, the library and computer science create an increase of $635,000 on the
proposed budget.
Pupil transportation also shows a slight increase
in costs, which Jilek says can be dealt with by “reconﬁguring how we budget for our clerical person-

nel in the three schools who deal with transportation
on a daily basis. Part of their salary can be allocated
to pupil transportation, and then we see the aid. I’m
working with the principals [to determine] what percent of time those folks spend with transportation.
This has yet to be deﬁned.”
With a proposed budget of $44,807,610 and revenue of $44,397,585, the shortfall is $410,025. “That’s
the diﬀerence I need to hone down within the next
month before the board accepts the budget,” said
Jilek. “Hopefully the district receives more state aid,
and I’m continuing to review the expenditures in
general support, instruction and transportation.”
The board will continue the budget discussion at
the Tuesday, April 2 board meeting, held in room
E-32 at the high school, as usual, at 7 p.m. Once
the governor releases the state budget, the board
will have options on what they would like to adjust,
said Jilek, noting that the board has until April 24 to
adopt a budget. ++

Bus proposition of $450,246 to be
put before voters
The Highland Board of Education passed a resolution at the March 19 meeting to put a $450,246 proposition before voters to allow the purchase of three
30-passenger buses, two seven-passenger Suburban
vans and two wheelchair buses, inclusive of all safety and communications equipment. At the previous
board meeting, the recommendation had been for
the purchase of one wheelchair-accessible bus, but
upon review, the board committee deemed it prudent to add another. State transportation aid will reimburse the district for 60 percent of the amount,
amortized over ﬁve years.
The district currently has 46 vehicles in the ﬂeet:
six seven-passenger Suburbans, two wheelchairaccessible buses, eleven 30-passenger vehicles and
27 65-passenger buses, which are replaced on an approximately ten-year cycle.
One of the current wheelchair-accessible buses
needs to be replaced for safety issues. Two wheelchair buses are advised in case something should
happen to one of the vehicles or one is taken out of
service to be inspected by the DOT.
One of the Suburbans to be purchased will replace
an existing vehicle that has 173,000 miles on it and
is 12 years old and at the end of its useful life. One of
the district 30-passenger buses had to be outsourced
recently due to engine failure and the other two are
needed in order to have enough spares for when the
other buses are out for inspection. The 30-passenger

vehicles may also be used to transport sports teams
when there are too many students to transport in a
Suburban.
-- Sharyn Flanagan

Voting hours will remain at
6 a.m. to 9 p.m. despite some
pressure to move start time
The public vote on the budget and bus proposition, along with the election of two trustees, will be
on Tuesday, May 21. According to Highland Superintendent of Schools Thomas Bongiovi, the district
will have two voting machines in place despite issues with the Ulster County Board of Elections, who
initially weren’t going to let schools use their voting
machines. “Until a week ago, districts were scrambling
as to what they were going to do,” Bongiovi said. “The
Board of Elections wanted to force districts to close
schools on any day there is voting, which is very hard
for districts to do. The Board didn’t want voters going
through the schools to vote, but here in Highland we
have a separate entrance for voters, and they can go
in and out and it doesn’t interfere with the students.”
With the prospect of paper ballots on the horizon,
Bongiovi gave credit to district clerk Lisa Cerniglia
for negotiating the two machines that will be available for the vote. The district will maintain its current voter hours of 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., despite the
diﬃculties involved with the early start. The “keymaster” provided by the Board of Elections, who
sets up the machines, has to arrive by 5 a.m. for the
task, as does the custodian to let that person in. With
few people choosing to vote as early as 6 a.m., next
year may see the beginning of voting hours bumped
forward an hour to 7 a.m., but that is a matter to be
left for discussion at a future date with ample time
to notify the community, said Board of Education
president Alan Barone.
For more information, visit the district website at
https://www.highland-k12.org.
-- Sharyn Flanagan
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It’ll cost you nothing to

SAVE just-a-buck!

New Paltz’s Just-A-Buck store is closing,
but some of us won’t let it go without a fight!
This store employs many local residents and
provides valuable services and retail
opportunities for our community! There must
be an alternative to closing!

What can you do?
1)

Call
and

Ulster ARC at 845-331-4300
Just-A-Buck at 845-561-7411

and express your support for saving the store
and its employees’ livelihoods here in New Paltz !
2)

“Save Just A Buck
New Paltz” Facebook Page
and sign the online petition.

Like the

Martindale-Hubbell
AV Preeminent Rating

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com
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Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of Mohonk Mountain House
Come See What
20 Years Tastes Like
Making World Class Wines Since 1998
Gardiner, NY www.WHITECLIFFWINE.com

Mohonk state of mind
Continued from page 1)

WHITECLIFF VINEYARD
—20TH

VINTAGE YEAR—

Join us April 27 for our All Rosé Tasting:
Everything’s Coming Up Rosés!

A local destination in New Paltz for Handcrafts,
Jewelry, and Clothing for over 40 years.

“Alfred saw the still waters of a pristine glacial lake
surrounded by forest. At the edge perched a small
inn, which he knew immediately would be the perfect summer home for his twin brother, Albert.”
The Smiley twins were Quakers, and Albert, who
was then the principal of the Friends Boarding
School in Providence, Rhode Island, fell in love with
the scenery his brother had scoped out the moment
he ﬁrst saw it and quickly went about trying to purchase the property. After asking the Stokes Tavern
owner how much he would be willing to sell the tavern, inn, lake and surrounding 280 acres for, they
settled on a price of $28,000. According to Gullickson, “Albert had $14,000 in savings, including $300
that his wife Eliza had saved, but they had to borrow
the remaining $14,000 from the bank.”
It was a college friend of Albert’s who suggested
that they rent rooms in the small inn to help pay back
the loan, in addition to his continued employment at
the school in Rhode Island. Albert was quoted as saying, “My sole purpose was to provide a home, and in
order to pay for it I started a business. I had no more
thought of going into the resort business than going
to the Moon.”
After Alfred convinced Albert to purchase the
Stokes Tavern and surrounding lake and land, the
inn evolved under the family’s management into

6 North Front Street, New Paltz — 845-255-6277
handmadeandmore.com — Open 7 Days

View of Lake Mohonk,
Nelson Augustus Moore (1824-1902)

Jenkinstown Antiques
Sanford Levy

520 Route 32 South, New Paltz, NY
Located four miles south of town,
just past Locust Lawn Museum

In and out of the shop every day
— a call ahead is advised
When visiting Mohonk, pick up a copy of my new catalog
“Paintings at Mohonk…..Visions of our Surroundings”
And stop by in the shop where I have a selection of local
paintings from the 19th and early 20th century.

Oil on canvas, signed and dated 1896, 14”x20”

www.Facebook.com/JenkinstownAntiques
Shop (845) 255-4876 Cell (845) 389-5379
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Mohonk Mountain House: an eclectic architectural
assemblage of towers, balconies, porches and handhewn wooden gazebos or “summerhouses.” Soon
after the acquisition, the Smileys began to develop
the ﬁrst network of paths, hiking trails and carriage
roads for guest use that would eventually grow to
create a wonderland of picturesque byways, dotted
with rustic summerhouses, that allowed guests to
explore the mountain and lake scenery.
What began as a simple “inn” for family and
friends and some paying guests soon began to grow
and become a magnet not only for those interested in rustic rejuvenation that the Mountain House
provided, but also for those concerned and impassioned about world peace and the health of the larger human and ecological ecosystem. In their quest
to utilize the magic of the mountains as a meeting
place, in 1895 the Smileys held their ﬁrst convention
on “International Arbitration” in an eﬀort toward
world peace initiatives. Around the same time, the
Smiley brothers began to keep a daily log of weather
recordings including temperature and precipitation
that would become the foundation for the Mohonk
Lake Cooperative Weather Station with the Mohonk
Preserve that has one of the longest-known daily
weather recordings in the US, with more than 115
years of daily, monthly and yearly weather reports
and calculations. This data collection, along with
animal, ﬂora and fauna research, goes on daily at the
Mountain House.
While annual conferences dealing with national
and international issues of justice and environmental
protection might be enough to distinguish this resort
as unique, or its 115-year daily weather recordings or
the creation of a stone tower on top of a mountain
perch, there is more that puts Mohonk Resort in a

1

class of its own. “From the very beginning, Mohonk
Mountain House has been family-owned and operated,” said Nina Smiley, a fourth-generation Smiley
family member who is the director of Mindfulness
Programming at the resort. “Albert [Smiley] established a home where he and his family could live in

a beautiful natural setting and where guests could
enjoy recreation and renewal of body, mind and
spirit inspired by nature.” At the heart of the “diﬀerence between Mohonk Mountain House and other
resorts is that we’ve always deeply understood that
Continued on page 16
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3 x 1 mohonk banner

COURTESY OF MOHONK MOUNTAIN HOUSE

Sky Top Tower.

COURTESY OF MOHONK MOUNTAIN HOUSE

Mohonk summerhouse with a view of the Shawangunk Mountains.

Mohonk state of mind
Continued from page 15)

our ‘Mohonk family’ includes Smileys, staﬀ, guests
and our community,” she said, adding that many of
the above have been with them for decades.
Another thing that sets them apart, according to
Tom Smiley, a ﬁfth-generation family member and
CEO of the Mountain House, is their “commitment
to the community, guests and staﬀ.” He said that
the “family has always included the impact on staﬀ,
guests and the local community (environmental and
social)” in their decisionmaking, and to that end the
owners have had an “approach that led to decisions
a typical business might not have made, but they
were the right decisions for the Mohonk Mountain
House.”
The Smileys, as a family and as Quakers, always
maintained a deep respect for the sanctity of nature
and human rights. As they grew and evolved with
the times, they were always careful never to corrupt
these sacred beliefs. In fact, while they developed
their hotel to include a Scottish-inspired nine-hole
golf course, tennis courts, a beach for lake-bathers,
paddleboats, a ﬁtness center, equestrian barn and
state-of-the-art dining facility, there were decades
when the Mountain House had no alcohol, television, air conditioning or other “modern” amenities
– and still the guests poured in.
Part of the resort’s allure, for a long time, was its
proximity to modernity (with New York City less
than an hour-and-a-half away), and at the same time
its adherence to the charm of old-fashioned and rustic fun. It was populated by urban guests who craved
a quiet, pastoral getaway. That charm still exists, but
guests do have access to television, spirits and cable
if they so desire. When you’ve run a hotel for more
than a century-and-a-half and have been named one
of the Top Ten Greatest Destinations in the world,

Congratulations on the
150th Anniversary of
Mohonk Mountain House!
New Paltz Times
HudsonValleyOne.com
Ulster Publishing

UP

and upgrades to the ﬁnishes of
the house.” While he acknowledged that all of these improvements were “critical to our longevity,” the modern amenity
“with the most signiﬁcant impact on our popularity would
be the Spa at Mohonk Mountain House,” he said. Built in
2005, the Spa includes, among
many things, an indoor pool,
outdoor hot tub and mineral
bath, steam rooms, saunas and
every kind of massage, facial,
manicure, pedicure and holistic
spa treatment. “The Spa helped
us to raise the bar on all of our
oﬀerings and provided a critical group of amenities modern
travelers have come to expect,”
he said. “Another signiﬁcant
improvement is the kitchen
renovation currently underway and slated for completion
this summer.” He said that the
new kitchens will allow them to
“showcase the full range of our
culinary team’s skill sets, which
will place Mohonk at the forefront of culinary oﬀerings in the
Hudson Valley.”
Asked what he believed the
COURTESY OF HAVILAND HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION
top reasons were for the MounOld Sky Top Tower at Mohonk Lake, 1910’s.
tain House to have survived
the hospitality industry for 150
years and ﬂourish, Tom Smiley said, “Our proximthere has to be both constancy and evolution.
ity to the tristate area and Hudson Valley provides
Asked what is the single greatest improvement
a large client base. Add to that the fact that anyone
they’ve made to the Mountain House to increase
who has visited the Mountain House or seen pictures
its popularity and solidify its longevity, Tom Smiley
is quickly drawn into the property by its amazing
said, “There have been many improvements made
views, pristine lake, dramatic terrain and castlelike
over the last 150 years, including indoor plumbing,
structure. And ﬁnally our service…”
electricity, telephones, Wi-Fi, private bathrooms
With all of the ﬁne dining, farm-to-table delicacies,
Swedish massage and eucalyptus steam room, the
TH
guests equally enjoy a simple walk around the lake
or a rock scramble up the Labyrinth, a dive into the
cool mountain-spring-fed water or simply lounging
to
on a rocking chair and watching the light fall across
the water and cliﬀs.
The ﬁrst illumination of the mountain for the
Fourth of July took place in 1900 and was described
as “a truly splendid spectacle of colored illuminations of the face of Sky Top, with red and green and
ﬁres blending, as it were, the spring and autumn foliage into one.” That tradition has been maintained
throughout the history of the Mountain House, and
in 1923 the ﬁnal version of the Sky Top tower was
completed in memory of Albert Smiley.
Because the Mountain House oﬀers so much just
by its setting, with the lake, hiking paths, rock scrambles, voluptuous gardens, horseback riding and ga-
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Pink dahlias in the turret gardens on top of the port cochere at Mohonk Mountain House.

zebos looking out over the Catskills and Adirondack
Mountains in the distance, it is hard for the Smiley
family to say exactly what their guests’ favorite activity is. “It can depend on the season,” said Nina
Smiley. “In summer, the lake is like velvet and, along
with the bathing beach being available throughout
the day, guests can swim all the way across the lake
during designated hours. Pausing to look up at the
cliﬀs while gliding through the water is a magical experience. In fall, spectacular trails are embellished
with magniﬁcent foliage for hiking. Winter has crosscountry skiing and snowshoeing, weather permitting, and ice skating every day of the week, with hot
chocolate or a cocktail as a warm-up after an invigorating day. Spring is all about moment-to-moment
renewal, as colors and textures seem to change as
we watch. And renewal happens year-round at our
spa, where we carry on our 150-year tradition of nurturing body, mind and spirit.”
Eric Gullickson remembered when he ﬁrst moved
to the grounds of the Mountain House with his family at the age of ten. “I remember waking up to the
sounds of the tree frogs and walking up to the Mohonk Lake through the Grove among the squirrels and
chipmunks. When I reached the lake and saw the
hotel perched at its edge, I thought I was dreaming!”
If it’s your ﬁrst visit or your 150th visit, that sense
of being in a dream still exists.

COURTESY OF MOHONK MOUNTAIN HOUSE

Rocking chairs on the lake porch at Mohonk Mountain House.

COURTESY OF HAVILAND HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION

An 1888 advertisement for Mohonk Mountain House.

Ways to enjoy the 150th celebration
There are many ways that guests, community
members and Mohonk enthusiasts can participate
in and enjoy the 150th celebration that has already
begun and will continue throughout the remaining
anniversary year. There is currently an exhibition
of the evolution and history of Mohonk Mountain
House at the Samuel Dorsky Museum on the SUNY
New Paltz campus. This small exhibition features
art, photographs, postcards and ephemera related
to Mohonk and the Shawangunks, with contributions from students in professor Kerry Dean Carso’s
fall 2018 Art History course, “Art of the Hudson Valley.”
CEO Tom Smiley noted that Mohonk is oﬀering a
“House History Tour each day of the week for our
guests. We’ve created a list of 150 Things to Do during your visit to Mohonk, from exploring the gardens
to ice skating at the Pavilion, going on a nature hike
or relaxing on a rocking chair.” The resort has also
partnered with Jane’s Ice Cream to create its own
custom ﬂavor, Mohonk Mountain Crunch, available
in the gift shop and dining venues. It will also be
hosting Anniversary Weekends with guided hikes

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Trafﬁc Defense
CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525

115 Green Street
Kingston, NY

and history tours.
The resort has been and will continue to be releasing “Mohonk Stories” throughout the year, which
include videos of Smiley family members, Mohonk
staﬀ and longtime guests sharing their personal Mohonk stories. “We are also encouraging our guests to
share their Mohonk memories on postcards, to be
placed in our time capsule at the end of the year,”
said Tom Smiley.
To learn more about the history of Mohonk, go to
www.mohonk.com/gallery/stories. For more on the
evolution timeline of the Mountain House, you can
go to the website’s history section at www.mohonk.
com/history/timeline.
Keep an eye out for community events that the hotel sponsors, Community Appreciation months that
provide discounts on day passes and spa passes, or
just take a moment and look up at the night sky to

see the light of the Albert K. Smiley Memorial Tower
on Sky Top guiding us all back home. ++
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Schools
Eli Nussbaum

Student events, profiles & sports

by Dayna Thomas

N

EW PALTZ HIGH School
(NPHS) senior Eli Nussbaum
is most well-known for his
interest in the digital arts as
well as his strong desire for variety in
life. Whether it’s playing guitar, creating digital art or ﬁlming and editing
short videos, Nussbaum loves the variability that art provides for him.
“I’ve never been particularly drawn
to a certain kind of art,” says Nussbaum, “but I tend to enjoy photography, graphic arts and video editing the
most.”
During his sophomore year, Nussbaum began taking digital arts and ﬁlm
classes at NPHS, including Computer
Graphics and Digital Video Editing,
which really allowed for his passions
in the ﬁlm and editing ﬁeld to ﬂourish.
Nussbaum is currently enrolled in NPZ,
the most advanced video-editing class
that NPHS has to oﬀer. After ﬁnishing
up “Not So Square,” a beloved video
series that played on the morning announcements, Nussbaum and his group
received an overwhelmingly positive
response and are currently working on
ﬁnishing up on their new show for the
second semester.
Additionally, during junior year,
Nussbaum was enrolled in a photography course where he learned how
to use both a digital and ﬁlm camera.
Nussbaum has also participated in a local photo contest at the Elting Memorial Library twice, coming in third place
this past year.
“I like to change it up; I really don’t
like sticking to just one thing,” says
Nussbaum with a smile. “One day I

Eli Nussbaum.
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Pilates of
New Paltz

— meet our staff —
Elise Bacon has 33 years of Pilates
education and teaching under her
belt. She opened Pilates of New Paltz
in 1995 to bring the highest quality
Pilates to the Hudson Valley. A ballet
dancer and athlete, she is also a licensed
massage therapist. Elise teaches all
levels of machine classes, along with the
highlighted mat classes (right).

could be focusing on photography and another day
working on a graphic design or a video editing project. It really allows me to switch it up.”
Drawing inspiration from some of his favorite
movies, musical artists and short ﬁlms, Nussbaum
is motivated by the creators of these art forms to
continue his interest within the ﬁeld and continue to
produce content in a variety of areas.
“I really hope to go further in whatever art I
choose to make,” says Nussbaum happily. “I hope
I will be able to create more and start putting a lot
more work out there, that’s one of my biggest goals
at the moment.”

MAT & TRX/MAT BLEND
SCHEDULE
Monday:
9:30am Mat
10:30am Mat/TRX
5:30pm Mat
6:30pm Mat

Tuesday:
4:30pm Mat/TRX

Friday:
7am Mat

Wednesday:
9:30am Mat/TRX

Class size is limited to insure quality instruction.
Call or text ahead 845.255.0559
to reserve your spot. $18 class / $160 10 class
Cash or Check Only
REFORMER • TOWER • CHAIR • MAT • TRX
BARRELS • TRAPEZE TABLE MAGIC CIRCLE

845.255.0559 | w w w .pila te s n e w pa lt z .com | 12 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz

At the end of the school year, Nussbaum and the rest of his peers in the
NPZ class will work together to create
the Student Life video, summarizing the
activities of students throughout the
year at NPHS with clips from school
events, sports games, as well as a fun
skit in the beginning.
“I’m deﬁnitely looking forward to
working on Student Life,” says Nussbaum. “Last year’s was so good and I
thought to myself, ‘wow, we have to
make something better than that’; and
that’s our goal.”
In the coming years, Nussbaum is
looking to stay within New York and
attend a SUNY school, to potentially
study any one of his various interests in
the ﬁeld of digital art. There he hopes
to reﬁne his skills both in front of and
behind the camera.
“I’d deﬁnitely like to improve my acting skills, even though I’ve never been
involved in the drama program,” says
Nussbaum. “Not so much for theater,
but I would like to be able to act in front
of the camera.”
Since Nussbaum’s sister left home
to attend college when he was eleven,
Nussbaum has lived the past seven
years of his life as somewhat of an only
child. Although it has had its “ups and
downs,” Nussbaum has enjoyed his
high school years while still maintaining a strong relationship with his sister,
despite the distance.
“We bond over making fun of each
other,” laughs Nussbaum. “We were
close before she left and we still are
even now that she’s away.”
When he was young, Nussbaum traveled to Europe with his parents where
he was able to get a glimpse into his
desire to travel. In the near future,
Nussbaum plans to return to Europe in
order to see and do things that he was unable to do
as a child.
“I’m always interested in changing up my setting,”
says Nussbaum. “Traveling to places that are diﬀerent than life here has always been a wish of mine.”
In the next few years of his life, Nussbaum hopes
to continue his ever-changing lifestyle, always making sure to switch up the scenery, whether that be
through art or travel.
“I like to change it up. I’m never one to do the
same thing for too long,” says Nussbaum. “I like to
learn from my mistakes. What doesn’t kill me makes
me stronger.” ++
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Read all about it!
Newsies: The Musical comes to New Paltz High School

LAREN THOMAS

Cast members from New Paltz High School's upcoming production of Newsies. Left to right are: Rhys Weires as Darcy, Maddy Leitner as Davey,
Andrew Geher as Jack, Emily Barbato as Specs and Kiah Saxe as Katherine.

by Frances Marion Platt

I

T’S ALWAYS GOOD news when New Paltz High
School’s Drama Club performs its annual spring
musical; but this year, the headlines are the
headlines. In a time when journalists are regularly being characterized by the president of the US
as “the enemy of the people,” and some of them are
being shot by political extremists on account of what
they do for a living, what could be timelier than a
revival of Newsies? It comes to the high school auditorium Thursday through Saturday, April 4 to 6.
Based on a not-very-successful 1992 Disney movie
starring a very young Christian Bale, Newsies: The
Musical was nominated for eight Tony Awards and
won two (Original Score, Choreography) when it
eventually came to Broadway, slightly retooled, in
2011. Disney animation stalwart Alan Menken wrote
the music, Jack Feldman the lyrics, Harvey Feierstein the book.
The plot of Newsies is based on an actual strike
by newsboys in New York City in 1899. The delivery
boys – many of them orphaned and/or homeless –
are required to pay for all the papers that they try to
sell; whatever copies they don’t sell amount to a loss
to their already-meager income. When Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of the New York World, raises the price
per copy, the Manhattan newsies organize a strike
and try to get their counterparts in Brooklyn to join
them.
Pulitzer brings in strikebreakers; violent clashes
ensue. But he’s forced to negotiate after the rival New
York Sun gives front-page coverage to the newsboys’
strike and rally, raising issues about exploitation of
child labor. In the stage musical version, the reporter
for the Sun, writing under the pen name Katherine
Plumber, is Pulitzer’s own daughter. In real life as
in the play, Pulitzer eventually changes his policy,
agreeing to buy back all unsold copies.
As beﬁts a Broadway musical, there’s a romantic
subplot as well. In the NPHS production, sophomore
Andrew Geher plays the lead part – in his words, “a
charismatic young man named Jack Kelly, the leader
of the newsies.” Jack is a composite character, based
on several of the real-life strike’s principal instiga-

tors; one of them actually was bought out by Pulitzer, not merely tempted as Jack is by the oﬀer of train
fare to his dream destination of Santa Fe. “Santa Fe”
is also the title of the character’s recurring solo ballad in the show. “Jack’s character is very tough – he
stands up for the newsies – but he has a lot of heart,
which comes out in the love songs.”
Jack’s love interest is Katherine Plumber, herself
a composite of a male New York Sun reporter who
covered the 1899 strike and of the sister of two other newsies, Davey and Les, in the movie version.
NPHS senior Kiah Saxe – who played the same part
in a recent Center for Performing Arts at Rhinebeck
production of Newsies Jr., an abridged version for
middle-schoolers – will portray Katherine. Davey
and Les, two brothers who become newsboys after
their father breaks his leg and has to stop working,
are played respectively by Maddy Leitner, a senior,
and Alina Gorney, a junior. Described by Leitner as
“shy at ﬁrst,” Davey becomes one of the main union
organizers, kicking oﬀ the show’s big anthem, “Seize
the Day.” Other major characters include Crutchie,
a disabled boy attacked and captured by Pulitzer’s
“goons,” played by sophomore Ryan Hovey; Medda
Larkin, the owner of a vaudeville theater used by
the newsies as a hideout, played by junior Christina
Rust; and Pulitzer himself, played by senior Trevor
Crofton.
Casting girls in what are nominally boys’ roles
is not an uncommon practice in the Drama Club,
which most years tends to attract more female than
male students. But in the case of Newsies, says direc-

tor Nancy Owen, there’s a real-life historical precedent: “I looked it up. Ten percent of the newsies
were girls” at the time of the strike. In choosing what
musical to produce this year, Owen was also thinking of the timeliness of the concept of high-schoolaged people organizing protests – “how kids now are
standing up for themselves, for example after the
Parkland shootings.” NPHS had its own student-led
walkout to call for gun reform after that tragic incident, she notes. “This supports them. We thought it
was kind of empowering to do.” Besides, says Owen,
“The music is so great.”
The young cast seems to agree. “There are a lot
of dance numbers that get you going,” says Gorney.
“It has a serious topic, but a lot of comedic breaks,”
adds Leitner. “It’s a pretty popular musical; it was
back on Broadway not long ago,” says Geher. “So a
lot of people know it pretty well, and they’ll want to
come see it.”
Coming to see a play or other event in the NPHS
auditorium has just gotten easier: The school district
now uses an online ticket-purchasing service for the
ﬁrst time. You can buy tickets in advance, without
having to wait on a long line at the door before a performance, and you even get to pick your own seats.
“We’ve already sold about 200 tickets in less than
two days,” Owen enthuses. To purchase, visit www.
showtix4u.com/events/nphsnewsies. Tickets cost
$10 for all for the 2 p.m. matinée on Saturday, April
6; for the 7:30 p.m. shows on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, the prices are $15 general admission and
$12 for seniors and students. ++
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Solid
New Paltz and Highland
softball previews
by Rich Corozine

H

OPING TO FORGET last season's 2-1 stomach-churning loss to eventual Section
9 Class A champion Port Jervis -- where
Port was down to their last strike when
an uncalled-for inﬁeld popup dropped-in, allowing
the tying run to score -- New Paltz softball returns a
heady cast of returning players, four of whom where
around two years ago when the Huguenots won
their ﬁrst-ever MHAL title behind the brilliant pitching of Jill Harrison (Harrison pitched brilliantly last
season also, but alas, has now graduated). She is the
biggest loss from last season, as New Paltz returns
eight players from last year's roster.
Heading the returnees is senior shortstop Anna
McDuﬃe and junior pitcher/outﬁelder/ﬁrst baseman
Jordan Giancola, junior third baseman Kate Bennett
and junior second baseman Mena Bonagura -- the
Core Four -- along with junior pitcher/ﬁrst baseman
Abby Finch, sophomore outﬁelder Taylor Hill, junior
outﬁelder Lizzy Byers and senior outﬁelder Cassidy
Thacker. And since third-year coach Brooke (Frey)
Graham has had great success bringing up freshman
players -- the Fab Five from two years ago helped
win the MHAL's -- this year is bringing in freshmen
catcher/third baseman Natalie Knoth, pitcher/ﬁrst
baseman Alex Frenza and on the varsity/JV bubble:
utility player Emily Lawrence.
"We have a solid group who have great skills,
but hoping that they'll stay healthy. Last season Jill
pitched with shoulder problems and toughed it out,
but she wasn't as lights-out as the previous year. We
lost her and a couple of others that we counted on,
but overall, with the freshmen coming in, I think we
picked it up a bit, especially hitting. I just look at us
as ten souls out there trying to stay connected to the
game and each other. I have high hopes for the season, with FDR the team to beat in our Division (One
of the MHAL), and Goshen and Minisink in Sections."

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland softball (L-R): Paige Dauenheimer, Olivia Bell, Abby Kemp, Adriana Scalo, Ella Cappillino.

Highland
And hoping to forget last season's close loss to
Rondout in the Section 9 Class B semiﬁnals -- where
pitcher Abby Kempe (then an eighth-grader) was riding a shutout two-hitter until the ﬁfth inning, when
errors doomed Highland -- the Huskies return ﬁve
players from last season's team: Kempe, a pitcher,
outﬁelder/inﬁelder, now a freshman; freshman
catcher Olivia Bell; junior ﬁrst baseman (and Big
Bopper) Paige Dauenheimer; junior third baseman
Ella Cappillino; and sophomore centerﬁelder Adri-

New Paltz softball Anna McDuffie.

SPRING

CLEAN UP!

CLEARING AWAY LEAVES,
BRANCHES & CLUTTER
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New Paltz softball Katie Bennett.

ana Scalo.
Up from JV's will be junior inﬁelder/outﬁelder Ariana Silverio; sophomore inﬁelder/outﬁelder Isabelle
Coates; freshman outﬁelder Margaret Van Valkenburg; freshman inﬁelder Gillian Dwyer; freshman
inﬁelder Sophie Canino; and eighth-grade outﬁelder
Kate Dauenheimer.
"We're a very young team, "says fourth-year coach
Kathalene Canosa. "Our inﬁeld and outﬁeld should

be solid and Abby should be even better than last
year. So pitching is solid. With us, like last season,
outside of Paige, hitting is a question mark. But with
our pitching and a tight defense, we should be competitive against anyone. I expect a lot of tight games
that I hope we can win....in Division 2 (of the MHAL)
and Class B (of Section 9) it seems to go through
Marlboro every year." ++
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Highland baseball
preview
by Rich Corozine

A

FTER LOSING TEN seniors to graduation
and a close 5-4 decision to Chester in the
Section 9 Class B quarterﬁnals, secondyear varsity coach John Manganello is
strangely optimistic going into this season. "We'll be
better than people think, with the best pitcher in the
league."
That pitcher -- sophomore ﬁre-balling righthander
Ethan Thompson, has already been recruited and
has verbally committed to Marist. "He was throwing
85 (miles-per-hour) last season as a freshman, so the
sky is the limit for the next three seasons, including
this one," says Manganello, smiling broadly. And
outside Highland's "ace", the Huskies return senior
outﬁelders John Scalo, Matt Malheiro and speedster Juilian Meltz (also can play inﬁeld). Promising
newcomers up from JV's are: junior shortstop Brian
Joyce, senior pitcher/catcher/inﬁelder Cameron
Nuessel, sophomore second baseman/shortstop Logan Scott, sophomore pitcher/ﬁrst baseman Zach
Angelone, sophomore pitcher/ﬁrst baseman Chris
Crimi, sophomore catcher Luca Peroni and sophomore outﬁelder Liam Whelan.
"We're very young, but have deep pitching behind
Ethan with Scalo and Angelone -- both lefties -- and
maybe even Joyce, who injured his shoulder during

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland baseball (L-R): Ethan Thompson, Andrew Trezza, Julian Meltz, John Scalo, Matt Malheiro.

football season. Thompson is also our best hitter,
our only proven bat, so that could be a problem.
Speed-wise, with Meltz and Joyce, we should have

no problem playing small-ball. Bunting is a lost art
that I'm trying to get them into.”
Marlboro is the team to beat once again. ++

New Paltz tennis
preview
by Rich Corozine

N

EW PALTZ TENNIS -- both boys and girls
-- is on a huge roll. The boys, winners of
two-straight MHAL titles and with MHAL
doubles championships in both season,
has everybody back. A third straight title is not too
much to envision, especially since the Huguenots return their three top players from last season in ﬁrst
singles Noah Kalus, second singles Isaac Cheruiyot and
Ryan Hovey -- Kalus and Cheruiyot have teamed up the
last two years to win those doubles titles, while Hovey
had a break-through season at third singles.
Last season, long-time coach Scott Taylor rotated
his doubles players with Dan Balutowski, Dan Rober,
Nioah Leone, Hawk Kosofsky, Henry Ferland, Trevopr Croften and Frankie Natoli.
"I'm quite optimistic about this year's team. The
guys have a strong work ethic and are working hard
to improve," says Taylor, "I'm hoping we can grab
another title. We're deﬁnitely top three in the league
once again."

New Paltz tennis (L-R): Noah Kalus, Ryan Hovey, Isaac Cheruiyot.

Opening week:
Monday, April 1
Spackenkill at Highland softball at 4 p.m.
Highland at Red Hook girls lacrosse at 4 p.m.
Onteora at Highland tennis at 4 p.m.

New Paltz at Wallkill track at 4 P.M.
Millbrook at New Paltz boys lacrosse at 4 p.m.
New Paltz at Valley Central girls lacrosse at 4 p.m.
New Paltz at Spackenkill tennis at 4 p.m.

Wednesday April 3
Tuesday, April 2
Highland at New Paltz baseball at 4 P.M.

Highland at NFA baseball at 4 p.m.
Highland at Dover track at 4 p.m.

WE’RE BIG ON SMALL BUSINESS
Accent Financial Group knows that in New York, there are as many
unique insurance needs as we have neighbors who live here! To talk
with one of our helpful team members about your insurance needs,
ct us today.
contact

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com
g
Mobile App available on:

Highland at FDR tennis at 4 p.m.
New Paltz at Dover baseball at 4 p.m.

22 • March 28, 2019

New Paltz Times

Feedback
Thank you, Ward Todd
Letter guidelines:
The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers.
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all
print publications, available space is determined by ads
sold. If there is insufficient space in a given issue, letters
will be approved based on established content standards
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.
All letters should be signed and include the author’s
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:
The New Paltz Times editorial office is located at 322 Wall
Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news
releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com,
attention Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.
Ulster Publishing’s business office is at 322 Wall Street in
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329,
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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We at the Denizen Theatre would like to acknowledge and thank the heartfelt generosity and love of
the president of the Ulster County Chamber, Ward
Todd.
Ward Todd invited the creative team of the Denizen Theatre -- Brittany Proia, Ben Williamson and
myself -- to his Kingston studio for his weekly radio
interview for our upcoming 2019 season.
During the program, we mentioned our “Sponsor
a Student” program that allows any student at any
time to see live professional theatre for only $5. This
program is supported by businesses and individuals
who believe in fostering the next generation of theatre goers by donating $23 to support a student.
We had over 400 students experience impactful
live theatre in the Village of New Paltz during our
ﬁrst three productions.
After we were oﬀ the air, Ward said he would like to
support ten students and donated $230 on the spot.
Ward gave from his heart and we are touched and
honored to be part of this collective energy in the
Hudson Valley.
From the DENIZEN Theatre: “Thank you, Ward
Todd.”
Harry Lipstein
Founder and Producing Artistic Director
Denizen Theatre
New Paltz

Issues of density
One of my goals if re-elected, is to help to bring the
community together on issues of density, particularly the debate about building height. I opposed fourstory buildings on Route 32 because of proximity to
Huguenot Street and traﬃc concerns. Density without mass transit strikes me as an ill-advised concept.
The core business district, with its Trailways Bus Station, is another matter. That part of our village could
support greater density.
But simply giving developers the option to go
large without getting something in return seems
to me as missing an opportunity. A ‘Floating Zone’
would allow the Planning Board to consider a fourth
ﬂoor if certain goals were met by a proposed project.
A fourth ﬂoor near the bus station that set aside 1520% of its units for aﬀordable housing strikes me as a
good deal for our community. But, that’s for the next
board to decide. And, I’d like to be at the table taking
part in that debate.
Donald Kerr
New Paltz

Saving millions, but we need
support from NYS
We received excellent news on March 19 about
how much it will cost the Village of New Paltz to borrow $3.85 million.
During Mayor Jason West’s administration, the
mayor, staﬀ and consultants worked hard on a complicated U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
grant application to replace the ~30-year old ﬁltration system for our Mountain Rest Road drinking water treatment plant. Unfortunately, the village’s team
was left disappointed and frustrated when they were
“awarded” a loan instead of a grant.
Our administration decided against going ahead with
the USDA’s oﬀer to ﬁnance the new ﬁltration system.
We believed we were a strong credit able to borrow less
expensively than the rate being oﬀered by USDA.
USDA loans can be useful because they oﬀer
unique longer terms of up to 38 years. We understood that we would be forfeiting the option of borrowing for 38 years but felt we could save the village
money borrowing elsewhere. The USDA rate for 38year debt would be approximately 4.25%.
On March 19, lenders bid on the opportunity to
lend us $3.85 million via a 20-year serial bond. Four
ﬁrms bid and the lowest “true interest cost” was

Letters, columns & op-eds

2.74% from Robert W. Baird & Co. The highest was
2.86% from Fidelity Capital Markets. We believe the
recent opinion from Moody’s credit rating agency
maintaining our Aa3 rating (a “very low credit risk”)
helped the village secure this favorable rate.
Borrowing $3.85 million and repaying over 20
years at 2.76% will cost us $1.20 million in interest. If we borrowed the same amount from USDA at
4.25% and made payments over 38 years, we would
pay $3.98 million in interest. Yes, each year’s annual
payment using 20-year debt instead of a loan spread
over 38 years would be ~$252k instead of ~$205K, but
we will have saved the village signiﬁcantly.

Needed support from NYS
Even with this important capital improvement for
our drinking water system, New Paltz continues to
face many millions of dollars of necessary infrastructure projects. However, we are not unique. The state
estimated in 2008 that $80 billion was needed over
20 years, or $4 billion annually, to repair and upgrade our drinking water and wastewater systems.
In January, Governor Cuomo promised $2.5 billion for clean water infrastructure in his State of the
State, but only $500 million was appropriated in
the 2019-20 budget. This means that the additional
$2 billion is basically a promise, but is not appropriated. In March, the Assembly came out with their
one-house budget which also included only $500
million in clean water infrastructure appropriations
in the 2019-20 budget. They followed suit with the
Governor, relying on future appropriations to fulﬁll
the additional $2 billion. In comparison, the Senate’s
one-house budget included the whole $2.5 billion in
their 2019-20 proposed budget.
Now the Senate, Assembly and Governor have to
ﬁnalize the budget by April 1. Even if this is $2.5 billion over ﬁve years, we believe it is more eﬀective if
the money is all appropriated (and therefore guaranteed) in this year’s budget -- like it was in 2017’s Clean
Water Infrastructure Act.
Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Cross lot access
McDonalds is currently before the New Paltz Town
Planning Board seeking approval for renovations
and changes to their site plan. The Ulster County
Planning Board has suggested that their parking
lot be connected to adjacent parking lots on either
side. According to an article in last week’s New Paltz
Times, the owners of McDonalds, the owners of Tops
Plaza and even the New Paltz Regional Chamber of
Commerce are objecting to this idea.
Cross lot access between adjacent parking lots is one
of the fundamental planning tools for designing walkable and livable towns and cities. The Village of New
Paltz has required cross lot access in the business district since 1999, although the Village Planning Board
has missed several opportunities to enforce the law.
Allowing cars to travel between adjacent parking lots reduces traﬃc and takes pressure oﬀ of the
public road. It reduces the amount of turns into and
out of parking lots and encourages people to shop
at multiple locations. Imagine being able to drive
from Tops Plaza, or even from the New Paltz Family Health Center all the way to Duzine Road and
beyond without having to turn onto Main Street.
There are adjacent parking lots throughout the town
and village that would beneﬁt from cross lot access.
Think Gilded Otter and La Stazione. Think of driving
from South Chestnut to Wurts Avenue without entering Main Street. Or travelling from Cherry Hill Plaza
to Joalyn Road through connected parking lots.
We are lucky to have a county planning board, as
well as village and town planning boards that are
forward thinking and committed to best planning
practices. We need to strengthen our zoning laws to
reﬂect today’s best practices and help us move toward our shared goals and values.
David Santner
New Paltz
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Hi, New Paltz!
The village staﬀ has been working on ways to increase our ability to share the public information
that we use in our day-to-day operations. Examples
we have explored include: 1) street tree inventory,
2) locations of parking lots and meters, 3) registered
rental properties and 4) zoning maps.
We will be rolling out links individually. The zoning map has been rolled out ﬁrst. With this link, one
will be able to ﬁnd information like maximum lot
coverage or maximum height and number of stories.
For instance, in the downtown business zone “B2”
the max lot coverage is 90% and max height and stories are 35 feet or three stories.
Please check out the link and explore. If you have
questions or see things we should make more clear,
please let us know. (Zoning: https://www.diamondmaps.com/map.ashx?mid=5754.)
Ariana Basco
Assistant to the Mayor/Village Board
Deputy Clerk
Village of New Paltz

Community comes together to
support local artists at Denizen
We at the Denizen Theatre want to thank everyone in
the community who came out and supported our third
ever Denizen gallery silent auction for “Mixed Messages.”
“Mixed Messages” at Denizen Theatre’s gallery presented by Synergy, a collaboration between Denizen
gallery, Unison Arts Center and Roost Co-op hosted
14 individual local artists to share their artistic expression in response to The Arsonists by Jacqueline
Goldﬁnger, directed by Ben Williamson.
The gallery was open for the public to view and place
silent bids on. As the silent auction came to an end,
the community was able to collectively raise $1,235 to
be split between the artists and Family of New Paltz.
Family of New Paltz believes “that the common ground
which unites us, both helper and helped, is greater
than the diﬀerences which divide us.” A true mission
that unites us all. “Artists helping artists supporting local non-proﬁt charities.” Thank you New Paltz.
Ben Williamson, Co-Artistic Director
Denizen Theatre
New Paltz

Climate hypocrites are
everywhere in this town
Reading Mayor Tim Roger’s recent report on the
massive pollution we cause disposing of our partially
treated sewage was very disappointing. We load the
semi-dry slop into powerful trucks and pay to have it
transported across the state and dumped into someone’s backyard. We pay, dollars unspeciﬁed, by the
ton, number of tons unspeciﬁed, and we pay a fuel
surcharge, dollars unspeciﬁed.
I suspect that the money we spend is huge. Worse,
I suspect that the pollution that transportation
causes is massive. And this is where we are after my
living in the town since 1980.
Yesterday, on my way home from work at about 6
p.m. , I was stopped at the light on Main Street where
Chestnut Street crosses. Around the corner, from the
right, came another giant carbon polluter, a Loop
Bus, absolutely empty, as usual. Then this morning,
at 9:06 a.m., I was on South Manheim, having just
made my (seems like daily) visit to Dedrick’s. Another Loop bus drove by, heading east on Main, and it
was absolutely empty, too.
I hate to say it, but this town sure knows how to
pollute the atmosphere with carbon dioxide and all
of the particulates diesel engines spew. And all of
that spewing costs a fortune better spent on more
playgrounds.
Congrats to Tim Rogers for visiting area towns that
do not truck their treated sewer waste hundreds of
miles. But with Saratoga about to open, I feel lucky! I
stand ready to book bets that our two largest, unnecessary, expensive polluting schemes will still be in
operation before I retire. Cash bets, with somebody
we all trust holding the loot. And to be fair to those
who want the action, I will accept a rule that I have
to work at least ﬁve more years, and that if I die ﬁrst,
the bet is oﬀ.
Call me a denier, but if you have ﬂown outside the
country in the last ten years, you are a hypocrite
about global warming. And taking the names of the
brave families that founded New Paltz oﬀ the college

buildings is a disgusting refutation of men and women that built this great nation. We may not be sinless,
but we sure have been willing to ﬁght on the side of
the weak and defenseless! As Pogo put it, “We have
met the enemy, and they is us!”
Want a town where you do not need to see climate
hypocrites everywhere? Ban mirrors, SUVs, big-ass
houses and travel for pleasure.
Paul Nathe
New Paltz

Support Michele Zipp
for New Paltz Village Trustee
I’m writing in support of Michele Zipp for Village
Trustee of New Paltz.
Michele is a kind, compassionate, resilient and
empathetic, all qualities we need in the village.
I believe Michele will work to keep us on a path of
mutual cooperation. Michele wants us be a more resilient community in the face of climate change, paying close attention to our water, air and our health.
As a single mom and a former renter, Michele is
aware of the high cost of rent and the high cost of
living in New Paltz. Michele also realizes we need
a better path to ﬁrst-time homeownership. I have
been speaking with Michele as to how high rent impacts senior citizens, and Michele realizes we have
a need for more senior housing. I am conﬁdent that
Michele’s ability to listen and organize are some of
her terriﬁc strengths.
Michele will have a watchful eye on the tax burden
and be attentive to protections and safety for all residents. Michele is committed to exploring diﬀerent
avenues to involve school-aged kids in local politics
and to investigate oﬀering child care during board
meetings so more parents can attend.
Please join me in voting for Michelle Zipp!.
Marlene Alfieri
New Paltz

Kevin F. Kelly would like to run
for town justice of New Paltz
My name is Kevin F. Kelly, and I am seeking to run
for town justice of New Paltz in the forthcoming election. Both of the sitting town justices in New Paltz
have private practices and/or interests that compromise their appearance of impartiality. I have a number of other issues I would like the voters to consider. In due course I will articulate my qualiﬁcations,
positions and issues to contrast with the incumbent.
For the moment, I am simply seeking the opportunity to contest the position. It is my ﬁrm belief that
elected positions should not be uncontested. I need
petitions executed by April 3. If you would like to see
an option on the ballot for town justice, please contact me: kevinkellybookseller@gmail.com, 646-5830139, facebook: @kevinkellynpzjustice.
Kevin F. Kelly
New Paltz

leaders and critics. He has displayed a delusional,
egotistical streak that is worrisome.
He is what he is, though, as shown on his past TV
show. What surprises me is the millions who approve
of his tactics. He has made mockery and contempt
of the rule of the land and created his own swamp
while chaos reigns.
What is it with Republicans out there? Do they really
think he’s improved politics? Do they think he’s made
this country better and stronger? Do they actually think
he’s united the country, as he claimed he would do?
Republicans should look around and realize what
is happening to democracy. Or are they as delusional
as the president?
Do you call what’s happening in Washington normal? Is this what you wanted when you voted for
him? More chaos, more division, more bitterness?
Has his antics improved your life, or strengthened
this country?
All Republicans should reexamine conditions as
they are today. Is what’s happening “normal,” or
have you become indiﬀerent to the shameful behavior of the President?
If you think your life is better today than it was
four years ago, continue to support him.
If you feel this is “abnormal,” reconsider your support. The history books of tomorrow will not be so
kind when it reports on the politics of today.
Robert Brunet
New Paltz

Send a message of support
for our local libraries
In a world where things seem to get crazier by the
day we may become dismayed. However, there is
one thing that our society seems to have gotten right
and that is our library system.
Every time I walk out of my library with a book
I can’t wait to read, I feel a rush of excitement and
then even better when I paid nothing for that book
at the check-out desk.
However, right now things are not looking too
good for New York State libraries in some respects.
Governor Cuomo’s FY 2019-2020 Executive Budget is proposing some disastrous cuts to our libraries. Proposed library funding is slated to be slashed
by $5M. Library construction and renovation is slated for a $20M cut. Considering that 48% of NYS are
60+ years old and 33% are 30+ years old, this could
have a devastating eﬀect on our local libraries. Just
lamenting this fact will do little. However, there is
something all of us can do.
Right now, the New York Library Association has
an online protest. Go to nyla.org and express how
you feel about this. By doing so, you will be sending
a message of support for our libraries to our elected
representatives, as well as a roster of legislative leaders.
Linnea Masson
New Paltz

Diabolical choice
In searching for the topic for this week’s letter, the
choices were myriad. Not the least was the ﬂooding
in Nebraska (17 feet above the ﬂood stage!) and cyclone Edai in southern Africa (with a 20-foot storm
surge!) that created a 50-kilometer lake at the convergence of two rivers. But the winner was a plastic
and rubber global conference in Nairobi, Kenya.
The conference targeted an unprecedented agreement on eliminating single-use plastics. Virtually all
countries were on board to reign in the environmental damage they cause. However, the United States
derailed the entire conference by insisting that it be
voluntary, not mandatory.
It appears that we have, yet again, put economics
ahead of the environment.
Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Is this normal?
A great deal has been said about Donald Trump,
both good and bad. To some he has kept his promises -- cleaning the swamp, improving the economy,
defying the entrenched, challenging his trade partners for a better deal and lowering taxes.
To many others he has lied, obstructed justice, favored his business and friends by lowering their taxes, shown admiration of dictators, mocked country

Gastropub • Dining • Events
Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

Saturday, March 30th, 8:00 pm

MARY COURTNEY
FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM
215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

24 • March 28, 2019

New Paltz Times

Looks like he beat it
As previously reported in the Elivic Report, as a
result of the 24/7 media coverage of the Jussie Smollett Case; news coverage of the scandals of Virginia’s three highest oﬃcials, (Governor Northam and
attorney General Herring for wearing blackface in
the 1980s and Lt. Governor Justin Fairfax for sexual
misconduct) precipitously, stopped. So happy was
Governor Northam over his good fortune that he
was seen moon walking down the halls of the Virginia State House in jubilation wearing an “I Love

Jussie” T-shirt, a Michael Jackson glove and headphones. Sources close to the Governor informed the
Elivic Report that Northam was singing “I Beat it” as
he did his headphone wearing “moon walk.” Apparently, Governor Northam was listening to his favorite
Michael Jackson song Beat it and was parodying the
words to suit his present political reprieve. The following is the original draft of the song, obtained from an
anonymous source in Northam’s oﬃce. The source discovered it among the Governor’s discarded notes and,
apparently, it is the full version of the parody Northam
was singing. (It should be mentioned that the discovered draft included the following words scribbled as a
“note to self” at the end of the song: “I’m so glad I’m a
Democrat because if I was a Republican I, would never
have Beat it...even with Jussie Smollett’s help.)
They told me...Gov. you shouldn’t stay around
here
you once wore blackface so you better disappear
the Pundits were hot and their words were very
clear
they said...beat it...just beat it
I apologized...I did all that I could
they told me that apologies were no good
I said I’m no racist I’m just misunderstood
I tried to beat it....and I beat it
(chorus)
I beat it (beat it) I beat it (beat it)
and I’m still not...unseated (oh no)
I...once wore black face; or a Klan sheet
the photo was unclear...so I still have my seat
I beat it...beat it beat it...I beat it (oooh)
Trump’s out to get us better leave while you can
They say you’re an old-fashioned racist southern
man
the party can’t support you; better do what you can

just beat it...but I beat it
Pelosi’s angry and Chuck Schumer’s...real scared
“They’re blaming Dems and you don’t seem to
care”
They’ll accuse you...show your yearbook
then they’ll say that it’s fair
So beat it...’cos what you did is so bad
(long spectacular guitar interlude leading to closing repeated chorus)
I beat it (beat it) and I’m still not unseated (oh no)
I...once wore black face; or a Klan sheet
the photo was unclear...so I can repeat
I beat it (beat it) I beat it (beat it) (heee heee)
and I’m still not unseated (oh no)
They called me a racist; most people got mad
Smollett’s story took over and...I was so glad (oh
yeah)
I beat it (beat it) I beat (beat it) so I will just repeat
it
I...once wore black face; or a Klan sheet
the photo was unclear...I still have my seat
I beat it (beat it) I beat it (beat it)
and I’m still not unseated (oh no)
they called me a racist; most people got mad
Jussie Smollett took over; and...I was so glad
‘cos I beat it (beat it) I beat it (beat it)
and I’m still not unseated (oh no)
I...once wore black face; or a Klan sheet
the photo was unclear...so I can repeat
I beat it (beat it) I beat it (beat it) (heee heee)
and I’m still not unseated (oh no)
They called me a racist; most people got mad
Jussie’s story took over; and...I was so glad
‘cos I beat it (beat it) Yes I beat it beat it...I beat it
George Civile
Gardiner

Emily E. Watson
Emily E. Watson, 84, passed away peacefully in her sleep on Saturday, March 16, 2019
at the Golden Hill Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Kingston.
ȱȱȱŗŘǰȱŗşřŚȱȱȱȱǰȱ ȱĵǰȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱȱ
John and Harriet (Billeau) VanNostrand.
Emily was a food service worker and was employed, until her retirement, by the Benedictine Hospital in Kingston.
ȱ ȱȱȱȱ ȱĵȱǰȱ ȱȱĚ ǰȱȱȱǯȱ¢ȱ
ȱȱȱĴȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ǯȱȱ¢ȱ¢ȱǰȱ¢ȱǰȱȱĴȱ££ȱǯȱ¢ȱ ȱȱcious reader who always had a romance novel in her hand. She often took long walks outside. She is surȱ¢ȱȱęȱǰȱȱ ȱȱ ǰȱȱ ȱȱȱǰȱȱ
Patchin of Bloomington, Carolyn Chamberlain and her husband, Joseph of Summersville, South Carolina,
William Watson and his partner, Florence of Rosendale and Lawrence Watson and his wife, Tobi also of
Rosendale; and numerous grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
The Celebration of Emily’s Life— In Loving Memory — will be at The Plutarch United Methodist Church,
10 Black Creek Road, Highland, NY. Come Share your Memories. A reception to follow with food & refreshments will be held at Marbletown Community Center, 3564 Main Street, Stone Ridge, NY 12484 on
Saturday, April 20, 2019 at 10:30 a.m.
ȱȱ¢ȱȱȱȱȱ¢ȱȱ¢ǰȱ¢ȱȱ
ǯĢǯ
ȱȱĚ ȱȱȱ¢ȱȱ¢ȱǯȱǰȱȱȱȱǯ
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Est. 1928

Central Ulster location

• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro,
Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,
West Park, Esopus & Kingston
• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial,
cremation and memorial services
• Pre-arrangement counseling

Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents
who have relocated
• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

Keith LaBudde died at his Woodland Pond cottage in New Paltz, New York on March 16,
2019 at age 84.
Keith was raised in Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin. He graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1958 and earned an MBA from Harvard University in 1960. This led him into the
corporate world in New York City, where he worked as a marketing consultant for consumer
and industrial products—first with Lever Brothers, and then with Bristol-Myers.
Keith’s life took an unforeseen and profound turn in the mid-1960s, when he was driving
to the New Paltz area from the city for the first time. As he neared the Wallkill Valley, he
saw the vast swath of the Gunks cliffs in brilliant sunshine. He was blown away. “The rock
faces were glowing,” as he later described the experience. Keith wasted no time in taking up
rock climbing. In 1970, he moved to the area permanently and was hired by Ulster County
Community College as chairman of the Department of Data Processing/Computer Science.
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He quickly became involved in various local land preservation efforts. In those early years, preserving land in
the Shawangunks was tough work: the adversaries were large and powerful, the land preservation ethic was less
embedded than it is now, and money was scarce. Keith became an early founder, board member, and long-time
president of Friends of the Shawangunks, tirelessly devoting himself to protecting the Shawangunk ridge and its
adjacent areas. He also volunteered many decades of his energy and time to the Mohonk Preserve and was actively
engaged with Open Space Institute. Throughout, he was viewed as a leader with passion and integrity.
Keith was predeceased by his brother, Kenneth, and his sister, Kathleen. He leaves behind his wife, Pril Smiley,
and her extended family and his niece Patty Weihe, her husband John and their three children. Keith’s “being”
will be sorely missed—his joy in living life to the fullest; his enthusiasm for rock climbing, hiking, X-C skiing, and
firewood harvesting; the deep connections he felt with his close friends; and his unbridled and irreverent sense of
humor.
There is no memorial service planned at this time. For those who may wish to make donations in memory of
Keith, it is suggested they be sent to Friends of the Shawangunks, P.O. Box 270, Accord, N.Y., 12404; Mohonk
Preserve, Inc., P.O. Box 715, New Paltz, N.Y., 12561; or Open Space Institute, Inc., 1350 Broadway, Suite 201, New
York, N.Y., 10018.

A former Elting Family Home

38 Main Street
Highland,
New York
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It’s the economy

Racism, more or less

PHOTO BY PHYLLIS MCCABE

Construction at Rupco’s Energy Square project in Kingston this week.

Many economically advanced societies are
struggling with issues of aﬀordable housing. Places
like the Hudson Valley are trying a variety of strategies, some of which are turning out to be more successful than others.
Looking at the CityLab website last week, I came
across an interesting European approach to increasing the supply of owner-occupied housing. The
Dutch capital of Amsterdam is expected to pass a law
this year restricting the purchase of new homes only
to people who promise to occupy them themselves.
Developers who want to build rental housing can go
ahead and do so. It’s just that they can’t sell the units
to anyone not intending to occupy them.
Trust the Dutch to come up with innovative social
thinking. Amsterdam is trying to block out buyers
who want to own new housing units only to rent
them out. Presently, many middle-income households are being priced out of the market, writer Feargus O’Sullivan explained, by investors who then
place the newly bought units on the rental market.
At present, about two-thirds of the Dutch population live in owner-occupied housing, a relatively high
rate. The Dutch want to keep that proportion high.
Other European cities are proposing tougher laws
against housing investors who rent out the homes
they buy. Barcelona levies big ﬁnes on landlords who
leave their properties vacant. Berlin is talking about
renationalizing private housing after big landlords
bought much of the city’s rental housing stock.
The Great Recession in the United States was characterized by the wholesale purchase of foreclosed
homes by investors. According to research by RealtyTrac, institutional buyers bought 386,000 singlefamily homes across the country between 2011 and
mid-2014. The Blackstone Group, the largest such
acquirer, was spending $140 million a week on such
transactions during the peak buying period. Having
done very well ﬁnancially, most of the original investors have now unwound these positions.
The Airbnb revolution of recent years has further
complicated eﬀorts to increase the supply of affordable housing. On the one hand, it has enabled
families to supplement limited incomes with money from short-stay visitors. On the other hand, the
short-term rental market has contributed to rising
home prices, reducing the supply of housing available to lower-income renters.
Ulster County’s annual auction of foreclosed properties is scheduled this year for 9 a.m. on April 24
at Quimby Theatre on the SUNY Ulster campus in
Stone Ridge. Some 196 properties are being oﬀered

at auction, the lowest number in quite a few years.
Meanwhile, with assistance from the NoVo Foundation, the City of Kingston is coordinating disposal of
its auctionable inventory in such a way as to encourage ﬁrst-time homebuying.
Renters in low-income neighborhoods, especially
urban ones, are subject to what two scholars describe as “the staggeringly high proﬁt margins made
by the landlords who own properties in these areas.”
Landlords in poor neighborhoods make much more
money per unit in those than in non-poor neighborhoods. In poor neighborhoods, a single year of rents
amount to a quarter of the value of properties. In
neighborhoods with a low poverty rate, renters pay
an average of only a tenth of the value of the property annually, according to MIT’s Nathan Wilmers
and Princeton’s Matthew Desmond, writing in the
American Journal of Sociology.
In expensive cities, Wilmers and Desmond explained, landlords make money through price appreciation and gentriﬁcation. In poor cities, they
make money through high rents. “Renters are exposed to exploitation on account of their reliance on
housing and the lack of options for securing it.”

Kingston-based Rupco, which describes itself
as the region’s leading provider of and advocate
for quality aﬀordable housing, is much in the news.
Last week, State Supreme Court judge Richard Mott
overruled Kingston’s planning board’s decision to
reject Rupco’s site plan proposing 66 units of aﬀordable housing at Landmark Place, the former Alms
House on Flatbush Avenue. The city must now decide whether to appeal Mott’s ruling, to give more
complete reasons for the plan’s rejection, or to now
approve the project, perhaps with additional “reasonable conditions.”
Landmark Place is not Rupco’s only iron in the
current Kingston ﬁre. The physical outline of another substantial project is taking shape as the steel goes
up on Energy Square at 20 Cedar Street in Midtown
Kingston. The ground ﬂoor of the ﬁve-story building
will be occupied by the Center for Creative Education, a non-proﬁt like Rupco itself, and workforce
development and training resources. The other four
stories will be occupied by 57 apartments at various
levels of aﬀordability.
Three blocks down Greenkill Avenue is The Metro,
a Rupco-owned former MetLife records space now
intended as a commercial space occupied by ﬁlm
and tech businesses and various makers (Made in
Kingston). It’s the ﬁrst major Rupco project without

a housing component.
Rupco, formed 38 years ago as the Rural Ulster
Preservation Company, has not been Ulster-bound
for a long time. The Greene County Mountaintop
community of Prattsville, devastated by Hurricane
Irene in 2011, got state support for a 45-unit housing
development for tenants with limited incomes. Rupco did the marketing and is doing the management
of the project, opened last November. The tenants
were chosen by lottery.
Rupco’s involved in a major rehabilitation project in downtown Newburgh involving 45 units of
housing on 15 properties within a ﬁve-block radius.
Included will be gallery and meeting spaces and a
police substation. Groundbreaking of the East End
Apartments is scheduled for 11 a.m. on April 7.
Housing is a necessary but alone not a suﬃcient
condition for community life, as Rupco’s slogan
“Strengthening homes, communities and lives” recognizes. Some 38 people, a good turnout, attended
the most recent Rupco ﬁrst-time homebuyer informational session at the Kirkland building, 2 Main
Street in Kingston. The next session is from 6 p.m.
to 7 p.m. on April 17 at the Kirkland. This Thursday,
March 28, there’ll be a credit workshop from 5:30
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the same location. According to
vice-president Guy Kempe, Rupco does about 100
closings a year involving ﬁrst-time homebuyers.

Almost everybody, it seems, is, in principle,
in favor of “fair share” housing, by which aﬀordable housing choices for disadvantaged and poor
people are geographically distributed. On practice,
however, jurisdictions ﬁnd no lack of justiﬁcation for
exclusionary policies, such as: The new people are
more likely to be criminals, drug addicts or threats
to public safety; they have too many children needing special services, they’d bring too much traﬃc to
the neighborhood, the water and sewer lines will be
too costly; we already have more than our fair share;
the contiguous town is not doing its part.
Westchester County was one place where the
seemingly intractable struggle over aﬀordable housing was put to the test over a long period of time.
After years of dispute, the county government and
the federal government reached a settlement agreement in 2009 requiring the county to provide 750
new units of aﬀordable housing in the communities
that had not done so. Throughout the years of the
Obama administration, the federal government rejected ten county proposals as insuﬃcient. On July
14, 2017, under a new administration, the county’s
eleventh proposal was accepted. The New York Times
story was headlined, “For Westchester, Eleventh
Time Is Charm in Fight Over Fair Housing.”
Political melodrama to some degree overshadowed the substance of the case. Lynne Patton, an
event coordinator previously employed by the
Trump family, had been appointed regional director
for the federal Department of Housing and Urban
Development. It had taken her one day to approve
the settlement. County executive Rob Astorino, who
had put the matter at the center of his political campaigning, had fought the federal government for his
eight years in oﬃce. The ﬁnal settlement had been
vindication of Astorino’s position, said his spokesperson. “Westchester won this on facts, principles
and persistence.”
More recently, Lynne Patton’s recent background
appearance at the congressional hearing at which
Trump ex-aide Michael Cohen gave testimony became controversial after a Michigan congressperson
said Patton’s presence was a racist prop. "What I’d
like to ask the congresswoman from Michigan is you
know, why does she take the word of a self-confessed
perjurer, and criminally convicted white man, over a
black female who is highly educated, rose up through
the ranks of one of the most competitive companies
in real estate, spoke before 25 million people at the
Republican National Convention and now works in
one of the most historic administrations in history?"
said Patton about herself to Fox News. “That’s more
racist than being put up there as a prop.”
Astorino was asked at the time of the ﬁnal settlement whether discrimination existed in Westchester. “Yes,” he replied. “It exists everywhere in the
world. Is it a part of the fabric of who we are? No.”
As Karl Marx once wrote, “History repeats itself,
ﬁrst as tragedy, second as farce.”
-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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Legals
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Conscious Nature
LLC. Articles of Organization ﬁled with
Secretary of State
of NY (SSNY) on
01/26/19. Oﬃce location: Ulster County.
SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon
whom process against
it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: Conscious
Nature LLC, PO Box
82, Stone Ridge, NY
12484. Purpose: For
any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
JP BRINKS, LLC Art.
Of Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 2/21/2019.
Oﬀ. Loc.: Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
to mail copy of process to The Limited
Liability
Company,
5 Railroad Avenue,
Kingston, NY 12401.
Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
RINALDI
RENTAL,
LLC
NOTICE is given of
the formation of RINALDI RENTAL, LLC,
a limited liability
company, by the ﬁling of Articles of Organization with the
Secretary of State of
the State of New York
on February 21, 2019.
The oﬃce of the LLC
is located in Ulster
County, New York.
The Secretary of State
has been designated
as agent of the company upon whom
process
may
be
served. The Secretary
of State shall mail a
copy of any process
against the company
served upon him to
RINALDI
RENTAL,
LLC, 24 Longate
Road, Clinton Connecticut 06413. The
purpose of the LLC is
to engage in any lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
RIMB LLC. App. for
Auth. ﬁled with the
SSNY on 01/24/19.
Originally ﬁled
with Secretary of
State of Michigan on
09/21/2015. Oﬃce: Ulster County. SSNY
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served.
SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC,
10 Bruce Street, New
Paltz, NY
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12561. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of BERNER FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC
Arts. of Org. ﬁled
with the Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) on
2/14/2019. Oﬃce location, County
of Ulster. SSNY has
been designated as
agent of the LLC upon
whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The
LLC, 124 Main St.,
Ste. 9B, New Paltz,
NY 12561. Purpose:
any lawful act.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of limited liability
company (LLC) Heaton Beauty LLC
Articles of organization were ﬁled with
the Secretary of State
of NY (SSNY) on
1/23/19.
Oﬃce location Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to Heaton Beauty
LLC 36 Roxanne Blvd
Highland NY 12528.
Purpose: Any lawful
acts or activities. Latest date in which LLC
is to dissolve. No speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of ZUZA CONSULTING LLC. Art. Of Org.
ﬁled with the Sect’y
of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02/08/19. Oﬃce
in Ulster County.
SSNY has been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to
the LLC, 53 Abby Rd
Mount Temper, NY
12457. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose
LEGAL NOTICE
HAND BY CRAFT
LLC. Art. of Org.
ﬁled with the SSNY
on 11/09/18. Oﬃce:
Ulster County. SSNY
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to the LLC, United
States
Corporation
Agents, INC. 7014 13th
avenue, suite 202,
Brooklyn, NY, 11228..
Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Technotonics LLC.

Articles of Organization ﬁled with the
Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on
03/08/19. Oﬃce Location: 1 Deer Crossing,
Highland, NY (Ulster
County). SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to: 85 So Chestnut
Street, New Paltz, NY
12561. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Roundhouse Property Services LLC.
Articles of Organization ﬁled with the
Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on
03/08/19. Oﬃce Location: 1 Deer Crossing,
Highland, NY (Ulster
County). SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to: 85 So Chestnut
Street, New Paltz, NY
12561. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC): WATERFALL PUBLISHING
HOUSE LLC. Articles
of Organization were
ﬁled with the Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on 2/27/2019.
Oﬃce location: Ulster
County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: WATERFALL
PUBLISHING HOUSE
LLC
120 River Rd New
Paltz NY 12561. Purpose: Any lawful acts
or activities. Latest
date
upon which LLC is to
dissolve: No speciﬁc
date.
LEGAL NOTICE
PACAMA
BLUESTONE, LLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 2/15/2019.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to the LLC, 924 Lapla
Road, Kingston, NY
12401. Purpose : Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
VALENTINA CUSTOM
FRAME & GALLERY
LLC. Articles of Org.

ﬁled with the SSNY on
03/06/2019. Oﬃce:
Ulster County. SSNY
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to the LLC, 7 Taylor
Street, New Paltz, NY
12561. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualiﬁcation of: AEC SOLAR
LLC Authority ﬁled
with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on
03/12/19. Oﬃce location: Ulster County.
LLC formed in Connecticut
(CT)
on
8/4/15. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to:
ALL-ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION
&
COMMUNICATION,
L.L.C. – 80 Farwell
Street, West Haven,
CT 06516. Address to
be maintained in CT:
80 Farwell St., West
Haven, CT 06516.
Arts of Org. ﬁled with
Denise W. Merrill,
Commercial Recording Division, CT Secy.
of the State, 30 Trinity St., Hartford, CT
06106. Purpose: any
lawful activities.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualiﬁcation of Spacemaker
Rentals, LLC. App.
for Auth. ﬁled with
Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 5/19/14. Ofﬁce location: Ulster
County. LLC formed
in TN on 1/14/14. SSNY
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to
the principal oﬃce
of LLC: National Corporate Research, Ltd.
(NCR), 10 E 40th St,
10th Fl, NY, NY 10016.
Arts. of Org. ﬁled with
TN Secy of State, 312
Rosa L Parks Ave,
6th Fl, Nashville, TN
37243. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
Blues Singer Equestrian LLC. Articles of Organization were ﬁled
with the Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on (12/17/19).
Oﬃce location: Ulster
County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of pro-

cess to: (Blues Singer
Equestrian c/o Hannah Corjulo po box
385 Port Ewen New
York, NY 12466). Purpose: Any lawful acts
or activities. Latest
date upon which LLC
is to dissolve: No speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of Limited Liability Company (LLC):
Shine Your Home,
LLC, Articles of Organization were ﬁled
with the Secretary
of State of New York
(SSNY) on March 18,
2019. Oﬃce location:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to: Shine Your Home,
LLC 696 North Ohioville Rd. New Paltz,
NY 12561. Purpose:
Any lawful acts or
activities. Latest date
upon which LLC is to
dissolve: No speciﬁc
date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of The Village in the
Hudson Valley LLC
Arts. of Org.
ﬁled with the Sect'y of
State of NY (SSNY) on
3/15/2019. Oﬃce location,
County of Ulster.
SSNY has been designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: c/o
Stenger,
Roberts, Davis & Diamond, LLP, 1136 Rte.
9, Wappingers Falls,
NY 12590.
Purpose: any lawful
act.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability
Company
(LLC): POWERED BY
PLANTS CONSULTING, LLC. Articles of
Organization
were
ﬁled with the Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on 3/12/19. Ofﬁce location: Ulster
County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: POWERED BY
PLANTS CONSULTING, LLC 1 Guilford
Schoolhouse Road,
New Paltz, NY, 12561.
Purpose: Any lawful
acts or activities. Latest date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No

speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
CHLOE'S CRUNCHI
DOG TREATS LLC,
Arts. of Org. ﬁled
with the SSNY on
03/14/2019. Oﬃce loc:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: The LLC, 100
Woodland Pond Cir,
Apt 243, New Paltz,
NY 12561. Reg Agent:
U.S. Corp. Agents,
Inc. 7014 13th Ave.,
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY
11228. Purpose: Any
Lawful Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
(PURSUANT TO SECTION 501 OF REAL
PROPERTY TAX LAW)
PURSUANT TO SECTION 501 OF THE
REAL PROPERTY TAX
LAW, THE ASSESSOR FOR THE TOWN
OF NEW PALTZ HAS
INVENTORY
AND
VALUATION
DATA
AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW OF THE ASSESSMENTS IN THE
TOWNSHIP, AN APPOINTMENT MAY BE
MADE TO REVIEW
THIS INFORMATION
BY PHONING 845255-0103.
TRICIA MASTERSON
ASSESSOR
LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC
HEARING
NOTICE
Please take notice
that the Village of
New Paltz Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing on the following application:
Date Posted:
March-April
__,2019
Project Name:
PB18-27
Applicant:
Stewar t’s
Shops Corp.
For:
New construction of
gas station and convenience store
Location:
76
North
Chestnut Street
Tax Map Number:
86.26-234.100
Date and Time:
April 2, 2019 at 7:00
PM
Place:
Village
of
New Paltz Village Hall
The Planning Board
will hear all persons
in support of such
matter or any objections thereto during
the public hearing at
25 Plattekill Avenue
in order of appearance on the agenda.
Comments submit-
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ted in writing must be
received before 4:00
PM on the date of the
above hearing and
be addressed to the
Planning and Zoning
Secretary at the address listed above.
All reasonable accommodations will
be made for persons
with disabilities. In
such a case, please
notify the Planning
Board Secretary in
advance so that arrangements can be
made.
LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING
VILLAGE OF NEW
PALTZ,
ULSTER
COUNTY
2019 CFA APPLICATION FOR OFFICE
OF COMMUNITY RENEWAL
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT
PROGRAM
FUNDS
Pursuant to the requirements of the
New York State Ofﬁce of Community
Renewal, the Village
of New Paltz will conduct a public hearing
to obtain the input
of citizens, particularly low and moderate income persons,
with regard to the
Small Cities Community
Development
Block Grant Program
(CDBG). The Village
of New Paltz will
hold a public hearing on April 10, 2019
at 7:00 PM at the Village Hall, 25 Plattekill
Avenue, New Paltz,
New York 12561 for
the purpose of hearing public comments
on the Village of New
Paltz’s
community
development needs,
and to discuss the
possible submission
of one or more Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG)
applications for the
2019 program year.
The CDBG program
is administered by
the New York State
Oﬃce of Community
Renewal (OCR) and
will make available to
eligible local governments approximately
$40 million for the
2019 program year for
housing, economic
development, public
facilities, public infrastructure, and planning activities, with
the principal purpose
of beneﬁtting low/
moderate
income
persons. The hearing
will provide further
information
about
the CDBG program
and will allow for citizen participation in
the development of

any proposed grant
applications and/or
to provide technical
assistance to develop
alternate proposals.
Comments on the
CDBG program or
proposed project(s)
will be received at
this time. The hearing is being conducted pursuant to Section 570.486, Subpart
I of the CFR and in
compliance with the
requirements of the
Housing and Community Development Act
of 1974, as amended.
At the hearing the
Village will describe
types of grant assistance available from
the NYS Oﬃce of Community Renewal and
will seek comments
and suggestions from
the public as to proposed uses of Community Development
Block Grant funds.
The types of activities that may be undertaken with Community Development
Block Grant program
funds include acquisition and disposition of real property,
public facilities and
improvements, clearance activities, public
services, payment of
non-federal share of
another federal program, removal of architectural barriers,
relocation, rehabilitation and preservation
activities, economic
development and job
creating activities.
A draft application for
Community
Development Block Grant
assistance will be discussed. The Village
proposes to submit a
2019 CFA Public Infrastructure application in an amount not
to exceed $750,000
to replace aged sanitary sewer facilities
to continue complying with a NYS DEC
Order on Consent.
The proposed project
will primarily beneﬁt
low and moderate income persons.
The New Paltz Village
Hall is accessible to
persons with disabilities. If special accommodations are needed for persons with
disabilities,
those
with hearing impairments, or those in
need of translation
from English, those
individuals
should
contact Village Mayor
Tim Rogers, Village
Hall, 25 Plattekill
Avenue, New Paltz,
New York 12561 845255-0130 at least one
week in advance of

the hearing date to allow for necessary arrangements.
Written
comments
may also be submitted Tim Rogers, Village Mayor, Village
Hall, 25 Plattekill Avenue, New Paltz, New
York 12561 until April
25, 2019.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that sealed
Bids, in duplicate,
are sought and requested by the Board
of Education, New
Paltz Central School
District
(hereinafter called "Owner"),
for the Alterations
to New Paltz Middle
School – Project K.
Bids are requested for
the separate Prime
Contracts for General
Work (Contract 1),
Plumbing Work (Contract 2), Mechanical
Work (Contract 3),
Electrical Work (Contract 4) and Kitchen
Equipment
Work
(Contract 5) in accordance with the Drawings, Project Manual
(including Conditions
of the Contract and
Speciﬁcations), and
other Bidding and
Contract Documents
prepared by:
Tetra Tech Engineers,
Architects & Landscape Architects, P.C.
d/b/a
Tetra Tech Architects
& Engineers
500 Bi-County Boulevard (North Entrance), Suite 104
Farmingdale,
New
York 11735
Sealed Bids will be received by the Owner
until Tuesday, April
9th
2019 at 3:00
p.m. at the District
Oﬃce, at which time
and place Bids received will be publicly opened and read
aloud. The District
Oﬃce is located at
the Lenape Elementary School, 1 Eugene
L. Brown Drive, New
Paltz, New York.
The mailing address
is New Paltz Central School District,
c/o Business Oﬃce
(Sealed Bid), 196 Main
Street, New Paltz,
New York 12561.
For the convenience
of potential Bidders
and other interested
parties, the Bidding
Documents may be
examined at the following locations:
New Paltz Central
School District, 1 Eugene L. Brown Drive,
New Paltz, New York
12561

Tetra Tech Architects
& Engineers, 500 BiCounty
Boulevard
(North
Entrance),
Suite 104,
Farmingdale,
New
York 11735
The Palombo Group
Field Oﬃce, 196 Main
Street, New Paltz,
New York 12561
A Pre- Bid Conference
walkthrough will be
scheduled(3.28/19 at
3:30pm) contract The
Palombo Group ( 845868-1239) for speciﬁc
time/ date.
Complete digital sets
of Bidding Documents, drawings and
speciﬁcations, may
be obtained online
as a download at the
following websites:
w w w. t e t r a t e c h a e planroom.com and
www.usinglesspaper.
com under 'public
projects’ for a nonrefundable fee of
$49.00 (Forty Nine
Dollars).
Complete sets of Hard
Copy Bidding Documents, Drawings and
Speciﬁcations, may
be obtained from
REV, 226 Newtown
Road,
Plainview,
New York 11803, Tel:
1-877-272-0216, upon
depositing the sum
of $100.00 (One Hundred Dollars) for each
combined set of documents. Checks shall
be made payable to
New Paltz Central
School District. Plan
deposit is refundable
in accordance with
the terms in the Instructions to Bidders
to all submitting bids.
Any bidder requiring documents to be
shipped shall make
arrangements
with
the printer and pay
for all packaging and
shipping costs.
Please note REV
(www.usinglesspaper.com) and www.
tetratechaeplanroo.
com are the designated locations and
means for distributing and obtaining all
bid package information. Only those Contract Documents obtained in this manner
will enable a prospective bidder to be identiﬁed as an oﬃcial
plan holder of record.
The Provider takes
no responsibility for
the completeness of
Contract Documents
obtained from other
sources.
Contract
Documents obtained
from other sources
may not be accurate
or may not contain
addenda that may
have been issued.
All bid addenda will

be transmitted to
registered plan holders via email and
will be available at
w w w. t e t r a t e c h a e planroom.com and
www.usinglesspaper.
com . Plan holders
who have paid for
hard copies of the bid
documents will need
to make the determination if hard copies
of the addenda are
required for their
use, and coordinate
directly with REV for
hard copies of addenda to be issued. There
will be no charge for
registered plan holders to obtain hard
copies of the bid addenda.
As bid security, each
Bid shall be accompanied by a certiﬁed
check or Bid Bond
made payable to the
Owner, in accordance
with the amounts
and terms described
in the Instructions to
Bidders.
The Owner requires
Bids comply with bidding requirements indicated in the Instructions to Bidders. The
Owner may, at its discretion, waive informalities in Bids, but
is not obligated to do
so, nor does it represent that it will do so.
The Owner also reserves the right to reject any and all Bids.
The Owner will not
waive informalities
which would give one
Bidder substantial advantage or beneﬁt not
enjoyed by all aﬀected Bidders. Bids may
not be withdrawn
before 45 days following the Bid opening
thereof, unless an error is claimed by the
Bidder in accordance
with the Instructions
to Bidders.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public
hearing will be held
by the Town of New
Paltz Town Board on
a proposed local law
entitled, “A local law
to amend Chapter 140
of the Town Code,
Zoning, regarding the
Route 299 Gateway
Area” and on a proposed
amendment
to the Town’s Comprehensive
Master

Plan on April 18th
at 7:00 p.m. at the
Town of New Paltz
Courthouse, 23 Plattekill Avenue, New
Paltz, NY 12561. The
proposed Local Law
would rezone an approximately 230 acre
area surrounding NYS
Route 299 into four
new zoning districts
and extend the existing R-1 District. The
proposed
Comprehensive Plan Amendment would add the
Town of New Paltz
Route 299 Gateway
Committee Report to
the Comprehensive
Master Plan, along
with other conforming edits.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that
copies of said proposed amended local
law are available for
review at the Town
Hall, 52 Clearwater
Road, New Paltz, NY
12561.
All interested persons
will be given an opportunity to be heard
in person or by directing comments in
writing to the Town
Board. All reasonable
accommodations will
be made for persons
with disabilities. In
such a case, please
notify the Town Clerk
in advance at the
above address or by
phone 845-255-0100
so that arrangements
can be made.
By order of the Town
of New Paltz Town
Board dated March
22, 2019.
Rosanna
Rosenkranse, Town Clerk
LEGAL NOTICE
P.E. Colucci Excavating Inc. is soliciting
bids from certiﬁed
M/WBE
companies
for the FOOTHILLS
TRAIL HEAD IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, PHASE 1, TOWN
OF NEW PALTZ N.Y.
Contract No.1 Quotes
must be submitted to
our oﬃce no later than
APRIL 5, 2019. Plans
and Specs are available
for review in our oﬃce
at 31 Steve’s Lane, Gardiner, NY 12525. Questions may be directed
to Paul E. Colucci
at 845 255-5602 OR
email pec4fmf@gmail.
com . P.E. Colucci is
an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

H keep local
Help
jjournalism strong
W
Without
independent local media,
many stories might never be told.
m
hhudsonvalleyone.com/support
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0HGLFDO0DULMXDQD&HUWLÀFDWLRQ
DQG&RQVXOWLQJ
Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available
Now Approved for PTSD
& Chronic Pain
For Information
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528
845-691-6600
845-256-1300
845-331-7111
845-452-5000
845-566-5203
FAX: 845-691-2447

THEY’RE GETTING READY FOR SPRING. ARE YOU?
10%
% off
off end
end-of-winter
o
work* 4TH GENERATION
OF EXPERIENCE
*Expires 4/30/19

Quality. Respect. Trust.
What does your contractor sell?

Keith Hughes, Jr. (845) 251-1114 (845) 331-6782
Serving Ulster, Dutchess, Greene & Albany Counties

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.
“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order onlineFast and easy!
www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012
We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

window
cover-up

4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair
windowcoverup.com windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson owner

Small change
A New Paltz Times
subscription
costs less than
12 cents per day
Subscribe at
subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com
or www.hudsonvalleyone.com

ABC PEST CONTROL,
OL, INC.
— We kill with skill
kill —

ORGANIC YARD SPRAY FOR

TICKS!
Locally Owned & Operated by Benny
ny the Bugman
290 Fair Street • Kingston, NY

(845) 340-1224 • (845) 656-2575 cell
MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE TERMITE INSPECTION

