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HEALTHCARE

Delgado’s public option
Congressman’s ‘Medicare X Choice’ act would allow people 

to buy into government-backed health insurance  BY JESSE J. SMITH

U
.S. Rep. Antonio Delgado 
(D-Rhinebeck) took another 
step towards fulfilling a cam-
paign promise this week, and 
made a bid for a leadership role 

in the House’s restive freshman class with 

a new bill that would allow Americans of 
all ages to buy into government-backed 
“public option” health insurance plan, 
using the same Medicare providers net-
work available to Americans over age 65.

The Medicare X Choice Act of 2019 

was introduced by Delgado, fellow New 
York congressman Brian Higgins and 
Connecticut representative John Larson 
on Monday. The bill would allow Ameri-
cans of any age or income level to buy into 

And now, an incident 
at Walmart
Woman says man made 
anti-Latino remark, but police say 
no crime committed  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A
n East Kingston woman said that she and her family 
were the targets of a racist remark by a fellow shopper at the 
Town of Ulster Walmart last week. It’s the second time in recent 
weeks that controversy over bigotry has erupted on the Town 
of Ulster’s commercial strip.

Kristin Montalvo said she was shopping with her husband, who is 
Mexican, and their daughters ages three and six at the Walmart on Ulster 
Avenue on Sunday, March 31 when a man she did not know walked over 
to them. The family, she said, was standing by a meat case when the man 
said to them, “Is this a Mexico market?” Montalvo said that she turned to 
the man and asked what he said. The man, Montalvo said, replied “Am I 
in a Mexican market, it’s freedom of speech, I can say whatever I want to 
whoever I want.”

What happened next is depicted on a cell phone video shot by Montalvo 
A screengrab from Kristin Montalvo’s video depict-

ing a man she says made a racist remark toward 

her family.

UPTOWN

Canopy 
patch
Council agrees to fix 
a particularly broken 
part of the Pike 
Plan  BY JESSE J. SMITH

C
ity lawmakers voted 
Tuesday to approve funding 
to replace a section deterio-
rated section of the Pike Plan 
canopy in Uptown Kingston. 

The council did not weigh in on the long-
term fate of the system of covered porticos 
which shelters sidewalks on Wall and 
North Front streets.

The $165,000 allocation from the city’s 
reserve fund will pay for the replacement 
of a section of the Pike Plan covering 43-45 
North Front. In voting to repair the single 
section, lawmakers punted on the larger 
question of whether the canopy should 
undergo further repairs or be torn down 
entirely. According to estimates, it will 
cost about $450,000 to repair damaged 
portions of the canopy. Tearing down 
the structure would cost an estimated 
$868,000. A recent city-sponsored survey 
found broad support for maintaining the 
canopy among the general public, while 
owners of property abutting the structure 
favor its removal.

Council gets its Wings
The Common Council voted unani-

mously to approve Mayor Steve Noble’s 
plan to purchase and demolish a former 
fast-food franchise to make way for the 
realignment of a Broadway intersection.

On Tuesday, the council voted to allo-
cate $475,000 from the city’s reserve fund 
to purchase and demolish the former Plan-
et Wings restaurant at 500 Broadway. The 
shuttered fast-food restaurant is located at 
a four-way intersection where Broadway 
comes together with Grand Street, Pine 
Grove Avenue and Prince Street. In a 
March 1 memo proposing the realignment, 
Noble noted that the intersection had been 
the site of 44 traffic accidents in the past 
five years. The realignment plan, Noble 
said, would improve safety by allowing 
drivers to pass directly across Broadway 
between Pine Grove Avenue and Prince 
Street without having to make a turn. Un-
used portions of the former planet wings 
site will be used as public green space. 
Construction of the new intersection is 
slated for 2021 following the completion 
of a larger project to improve the entire 
Broadway corridor between St. James and 
Cornell streets.

COMMUNITY

Honoring ‘Junie’
Furnace Street renamed for trailblazing 
detective and community pillar  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A p i o n e e r i n g  A f r i -
can-American Kingston cop 
and onetime police commis-
sioner will be honored with a 
ceremonial street renaming 

and a plaque at KPD headquarters. The 
recognition of Junious “Junie” Harris II, 
who died last year at the age of 86, follows 
a campaign by his grandson to honor his 
grandfather’s legacy and long list of civic 
accomplishments. 

“Junie was a longtime police officer, 
police commissioner and an all-around 
amazing citizen of Ward 4,” said Mayor 
Steve Noble. “I think this is a fitting 
tribute.” 

On Tuesday, April 2 the Kingston 
Common Council voted unanimously to 
add signage designating Furnace Street 
“Junious Harris Way.” Harris lived on 
Furnace Street for 52 years. Even when he 
wasn’t walking the beat, Harris served as 
a stabilizing presence in one of the city’s 

toughest neighborhoods. 
“He never wanted to leave, that was 

his home,” said Anthony Harris of his 
grandfather’s decision to remain on 
Furnace Street, even after an incident a 
few years ago when his parked car was 
struck by stray bullets in a neighborhood 
shootout. “People in the neighborhood 
knew him and respected him. His pres-Offi cer Harris writes a ticket.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Junious “Junie” Harris.
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POLICE BRIEFS

KINGSTON MEETINGS
Thursday, April 4
5:30 p.m. Ulster County Human Rights Commission, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 244 
Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Ulster County Energy & Environmental Com-
mittee, County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder 
Library, 244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Town of Hurley Rail Trail Committee, Town of 
Hurley Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Historical Landmarks 
Preservation Commission, City Hall, 420 Broadway, 
call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Town Board Workshop, Town 
of Ulster Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 
331-1317

Friday, April 5
1 p.m. Town of Esopus AARP, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Monday, April 8
5 p.m. Ulster County Community Services, 239 Golden 
Hill Ln., Kingston
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Common Council Housing 
Hearing--Landlords, City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for 
location, Kingston, 331-0080
6:30 p.m. Ulster County Legislative Programs, 
Education & Community Services, SUNY Ulster, 
Clinton Hall, Howard C. St. John Business Seminar 
Rm., Cottekill
6:30 p.m. Ulster  County Board of Health, 239 Golden 
Hill Ln., Kingston

Tuesday, April 9
3:30 p.m. City of Kingston Tree Commission, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
4 p.m. Ulster County Revolving Loan Fund Commit-
tee, County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 
244 Fair St., Kingston
5 p.m. Ulster County Ways & Means Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 

244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Ulster County Caucus, County Office Bldg., 

Democrats-6th fl.-Karen L. Binder Library, Repub-
licans-3rd fl.-Surrogates Ct., 244 Fair St., Kingston
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Planning Board, Town of Ulster 
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317

Wednesday, April 10
9 p.m. Ulster County Industrial Development Agency 
Board of Directors, Kingston Center of SUNY Ulster, 
Kingston
1 p.m. Town of Esopus AARP, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, TOE Community Center, 284 Broadway, Port 
Ewen, 339-1811
5:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Climate Action Planning 
Institute, Town of Esopus Town Hall, Community 
Center, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811
6 p.m. City of Kingston Planning Board, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Zoning Board, Town of Ulster 
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317
7 p.m. Town of Hurley Preservation Committee, Town 
of Hurley Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
7:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Planning Board, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Thursday, April 11
4 p.m. City of Kingston Board of Fire Commissioners, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080
6 p.m. City of Kingston Zoning Board, City Hall, 420 
Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Hurley Zoning Board, Town of Hurley 
Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
7 p.m. Town of Esopus Democrats, Town of Esopus 
Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

2019

April 6  •  8pm  •  UPAC

More charges for Rion
A city man in jail awaiting trial 

on theft charges has had some 
more theft charges heaped upon 
him, city police said.

Christopher M. Rion, 29, 
Kingston, who was arrested on 
March 9 and is being held in 
Ulster County Jail, was charged 
this week with fi ve more counts 
of felony fourth-degree criminal 
possession of stolen property.

According to the KPD, its in-
vestigation into numerous thefts 
from motor vehicles identifi ed 
Rion as a person of interest and 
Rion was found with a stolen 
laptop computer and four stolen 
credit cards. The items, police 
said, had been plucked from 

unlocked motor vehicles parked 
throughout the City of Kingston 
between March 1-9. Rion had 
used, as well as attempted to 
use, several of the credit cards to 
make purchases at local busi-
nesses, police said.

Police remind the public to 
keep their car doors locked and 
windows rolled up and to report 
any suspicious activity they may 
see.

Police: Guitar theft 
mystery solved

A man who city police say 
swiped a guitar off the wall of an 
Uptown bar has been charged 
with felony theft.

According to police, on March 
29 they were notifi ed that a gui-
tar valued at over $1,500 had 
gone missing from Two Ravens 

on Wall Street. An investigation 
began and on April 1, 65-year-

old Daniel Green of Kingston 
was arrested and charged with 
felony fourth-degree grand 
larceny.

He was held in the city lockup 
pending arraignment Monday.

Felony charges 
after domestic 
violence incident

According to city police, a 
Kingston man is facing felony 
strangulation and aggravated 
family offense charges, plus a 
misdemeanor assault charge, af-
ter a domestic violence incident 
early Tuesday morning.

The KPD said Terry Floyd, 56, 
allegedly choked his victim “to 
the point of near unconscious-
ness” in the attack. Police said 
the aggravated family offense 
charge is due to Floyd’s 2014 

conviction on a charge of criminal 
contempt.

Floyd was held for arraignment 
in city court.

Drug charges
The arrest of a 61-year-old 

Kingston man was the end result 
of a KPD Special Investigations 
Unit probe into cocaine sales in 
Kingston, city police said.

On April 1, Darnell T. Williams 
was arrested near Hasbrouck 
Avenue and East Chester Street 
and charged with two felony 
counts of third-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.

SIU members were assisted 
by the department’s Uniformed 
Patrol Division.

Daniel Green.

ART
Three questions to Paul Heath

K
ingston’s Paul Heath, who 
paints under the name DUMBwon, 
will unveil a new approach to his art 
he’s calling Animal KingDUMB, this 

Saturday, April 6 from 6-9 p.m. at Gallery55, 
55 Greenkill Ave. We asked Heath a few ques-
tions this week.
Kingston Times: What’s new about your ap-
proach to these works? Can you describe your 
process of evolution to this approach, in brief?
Paul Heath: For the past 10 years I’ve been 
doing pet portraits. Typically, I would paint the 
portraits on a textile stretched over canvas. This 
time around, with my own animal portraits, 
I decided to create abstract backgrounds let 
the mood of the painting dictate what kind of 
animal to put on it. It’s working well.
KT: You’ve been doing work in many media and 
settings in Kingston for longer than most. How 
have things changed for artists here and where 
do you think things are headed?
PH: I’m excited for Kingston’s progress. Life 
here is rich with interesting people and inspir-
ing situations. I just hope the landlords don’t 
price us out.
KT: What’s in the future?More art, more music, 
some other projects?
PH: Always more art and music. I have four 
more solo shows planned for this year. Also, 
working on Dead Unicorn’s fifth album. That 
and raising my son is enough to focus on.

For more information, check out the events 
page at www.facebook.com/events/1041625969358418/

DUMBwon’s Bronchitisaurus.
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Hopson’s way
Celebrated Coleman 
musical director returns to 
helm Matilda   BY CRISPIN KOTT

T
his Friday, April 5, John A. Coleman 
Catholic High School will open their produc-
tion of Matilda, a musical based on the novel 
by Roald Dahl. The production is directed 
by Lisë Hopson, the longtime Coleman 

theater director and choreographer who came out of 
retirement to tackle the musical.

“I was thinking I was retired until basically this 
year the principals at Coleman, they’ve been kind of 
begging me to come back,” said Hopson of co-principals 
Ellen Anderson and Marie Anderson. “These are two 
lovely ladies. The upshot of it is I knew they needed 
help, and I thought, ‘Well, sure.’”

Hopson first came to the district in 1990 to direct 
and choreograph musicals at the behest of then-music 
teacher Wayne Cusher.

“I started doing it essentially as a volunteer,” said 
Hopson. “The upshot is, it’s always been my passion 
since I was quite young, musical theater, and so I 
threw myself into it, ultimately taking over his job at 
the school in 1997 where I became the music teacher, 
chorale director and continued to direct and choreo-
graph all the shows.”

The musical production in 1990 was Oliver!, the 
classic British musical by Lionel Bart based on the 
Charles Dickens novel Oliver Twist. For nearly the 
rest of the decade, Coleman put on a Broadway-style 
musical each year. Then in 1998, they produced two: 
Into the Woods and Beauty and the Beast. That con-
tinued through 2014. In 2015, Hopson directed and 
choreographed Mary Poppins, and then she retired 
from the district the following year.

“I took a hiatus,” Hopson said. “I thought that was 
enough, I’d done 45 shows.”

But in the fall of 2017, Hopson returned to direct 
Musical Memories: Return of the Alumni.

“I just felt strongly that it would be important to 
gather as many of the theater alumni as we could, and I 
concocted and we presented an alumni show,” Hopson 
said. “That was really unique. It was a pastiche of great 
songs and dances, and we had very little rehearsal 
time because these were adults with jobs, and many 
of them lived out of town. It was very cool.”

In the spring of 2018, Coleman put on a perfor-
mance of Godspell, a student-run production that 
may signal the future of theater at Coleman. But first, 
the return of Hopson, helming her 47th production, 
Matilda, which will represent one of the first high 
school productions of the musical as the rights only 
recently became available. 

“I kind of thought I’d do something in a simpler vein, 
maybe a straight play or comedy,” said Hopson. “The 
kids, of course, they’ve all been steeped in Coleman mu-
sical theater, many of them since they were very young, 
and were in shows when they were children. They all 
wanted to do a musical, and Matilda was the choice.”

Truly a group effort
As is often the case in both school and communi-

ty theater productions, Matilda is coming together 
thanks to many different people. The cast of 39 was 
culled from over 100 who auditioned, and includes 
students from Coleman High, younger kids from 
Kingston Catholic School, and young performers from 
local public school districts as well, like Kingston, 
Onteora and Rhinebeck.

“It’s a really collaborative project,” said Maryanne 
Moughan, a parent of three children in the play who 
has herself taken on costuming duties. Moughan’s 
daughter Michelle, a senior, is assisting with choreog-
raphy and playing the role of Mrs. Wormwood. Mikey, 
a freshman, is playing numerous roles, including the 
escapologist. And Max, a seventh-grader, will play 
Bruce. For Moughan and her children, the opportunity 
to work with Hopson again was one of many reasons 
they wanted to be involved with Matilda.

“My daughter first discovered theater through Lisë 
Hopson,” said Moughan. “She was encouraged by her 
music teacher to audition for The Secret Garden (2011) 

without really knowing what it was. She never did 
anything before, and she was cast. When Lisëretired 
we were a little sad, but we’re very excited that she’s 
come out of retirement to do this show. She has been 
an inspiration to all three of my children and so many 
people in the community.”

Lisa Lawrence is also the parent of three children 
in the production: Brandon, a senior at Coleman, 
will play Mr. Wormwood; Colin, a 6th grader, plays 
Michael; and Christina, a sophomore, has a key off-
stage role working the spotlight. 

“As a parent, the job Ms. Hopson has done putting 
this production is absolutely amazing,” said Lawrence. 
“Her control over the entire cast with such a wide range 
of ages is remarkable. She has an ability to make each 
child shine.”

Hopson, who has also taught music at Kingston 
Catholic and runs a musical theater workshop program 
for kids called Broadway Bound, said it was all about 
the kids on and off-stage.

“I love working with kids, and this show not only 
has high school kids, it has a lot of pre-high school 
kids,” she said. “They have great energy, and this show 
allows them to kind of play at times. We have swings 
that come down on the stage, and a sliding board 
and teeter-totter in once scene. So they’re singing 
and playing, and in other scenes they’re terrified or 
they’re angry. They get to do a lot emotionally in this 
show. It’s less confined in terms of choreography than 
most shows are. They’ve got a little bit more free rein 
in places. They’re having a lot of fun, and when kids 
have a lot of fun I have a lot of fun.”

The Lawrence kids confirmed that they’re having 
fun. “What I enjoy most about this production is 
being able to gather with my friends and enjoy this 
masterpiece,” said Colin.

“What I like most about this production is working 
with all the different ages not just high schoolers,” said 
Christina. “I enjoy working with Ms. Hopson because of 
her experience and determination to make us succeed.”

“I enjoy all the experience Ms. Hopson brings to 

allow us to be better actors and actresses, and she works 
with us individually,” said Brandon, adding that their 
enjoyment should spill into the audience. “People that 
are considering seeing Matilda should know it is not 
your typical show and you will not be disappointed.”

Far-reaching effects
Hopson said the importance of youth theater goes 

beyond just putting on the show.
“I think it builds incredible amounts of skills that 

are relevant to life whether you continue with theater 
or not,” she said. “I have seen tremendous growth and 
changes in students over my many, many years. It’s just 
the transformation that can come over them. Kids can 
build personal confidence and poise, and the ability to 
do multiple things simultaneously, and grace under 
pressure. So many things.”

“When I was a child I was extremely shy,” Hopson 
said. “I was a ballet dancer, which meant I had to be 
silent and I liked that very much because I couldn’t 
even talk to adults. 

It was musical theater, starting in ninth grade, that 
really changed me. It works magic with kids.”

As for what comes next, who knows? Hopson said 
she’s made no commitment beyond Matilda and is 
just enjoying the moment in the moment.

“It is a lot of work,” Hopson said. “I’m basically 
producing the show, set designing. I’m there pretty 
much seven days a week. It’s taken over my life com-
pletely. And I think what’s happened is that since I 
don’t have a full-time job in addition to directing and 
choreographing and vocal directing and producing, I 
end up putting more time into the show. When I do a 
project I’m kind of all-in and can’t do anything else.”

John A. Coleman Catholic High School’s production 
of Matilda will take place over two weekends in April, 
5-7 and 12-14. On Fridays and Saturdays, the curtain 
rises at 7 p.m., and on Sundays there will be a 3 p.m. 
matinee. Tickets are $16 for adults and $11 for kids 
under 12. For further information, call Coleman High 
School at 845-338-2750.

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 
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BRIEFLY NOTED
Egyptian enigma on 
Augusta Street

Murder on the Nile is a 1944 
murder mystery play based on 
Agatha Christie’s 1937 novel 
Death on the Nile. Kay Ridgeway 
— beautiful, wealthy and newly 
married — embarks on a honey-
moon voyage down the Nile. Fatal 
circumstances await when the 
idyllic surroundings are shattered 
by a shocking and brutal murder. 
Under scrutiny is a multitude of 
memorable passengers, all with a 
reason to kill.

Six men and fi ve women, under 

the direction of Coach House 
board of directors member Bar-
bara Melzer,  make up the Coach 
House Players cast for this 
production. They include Gregory 
Castro, Lawrence Miller, Marshall 
Sheldon, John Johnson, Peter 
Pius, Tom Muller, Pearl Johnson, 
Beatrice-Ann Amato, Patricia 
Cohen, Victoria Muller and Julie 
Lichtenberg. Performance dates 
are April 5, 6, 12 and 13 at 7:30 
p.m. and April 7 and 14 at 2:00 
p.m. Ticket reservations can be 
made by calling (845) 331-2476 
or online at www.coachhouse-
players.org. Prices are $20, $18 

for seniors 62 and over and $10 
for children 18 and under. The 
Coach House Theater is located 
at 12 Augusta St., Kingston and 
is handicapped accessible, with 
assistance.

Murder on the Nile is produced 
by special arrangement with Sam-
uel French, Inc.

Concert fundraiser
The Musical Society of Kings-

ton, which is in its 88th year, is 
presenting its annual concert 
to raise scholarship money for 
a high school music student on 
Sunday, April 14, at 2 p.m. at 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Peter Pius, Patricia Cohen, Marshall Sheldon and Julie Lichten-

berg receiving instructions from director Barbara Melzer.

SCHOOLS

Dietz deal nears consummation
City, school district hope to finish municipal takeover 

of stadium in a few weeks   BY CRISPIN KOTT

Nearly a year after vot-
ers in the Kingston City 
School District approved 
a transfer of the district’s 
half-ownership of Dietz Sta-

dium to the City of Kingston, that transfer 
may finally be imminent.

Kingston Mayor Steve Noble and 
schools Superintendent Paul Padalino both 
expressed confidence this week that the 
two parties are approaching the finish line.

“We have been working with the su-
perintendent and his legal team to craft 
a memorandum of agreement, if you will, 
that kind of lays out usage of the stadium 
and the school district’s contribution,” said 
Noble. “We’ve had a longstanding existing 
agreement, but we want to be able to update 
it to include the actual transfer of the deed.”

Dietz Stadium opened in 1949, and four 
decades later the KCSD bought half of the 
facility for $10 in exchange for sharing in 
its expenses. Though most often used by 
the Kingston Tigers for everything from 
football to lacrosse to track and field, the 
grounds have gained recent fame as the 
home of Kingston Stockade FC, a successful 
semi-pro soccer team about to begin its 
fourth season calling Dietz its home.

“I think we’re probably a couple of 
weeks away,” said Padalino, adding that 
he hoped matter would be settled ahead of 
April 24’s school board meeting. “It’s been 
back and forth with our attorneys. We sent 
a draft proposal for the people at the city to look at. 
The mayor sent me back some comments, I sent it to 
our attorney, she sent it back to me yesterday.”

At the heart of the transfer is around $2.5 million in 
grant funding to renovate and improve Dietz Stadium. 
Renovating the aging stadium and its iconic stands 
has been discussed by district officials over the years, 

but as with the city, the school district found it could 
not easily receive funding for a facility it co-owns. 
Giving up their half of the stadium became the obvious 
choice said Padalino when it became clear that the 
renovations could be covered by a portion of the $10 
million Downtown Revitalization Initiative grant the 
city got last year from Albany.

Until the transfer is complete, the city can’t take 
the first steps toward renovating Dietz.

“Our goal is to get that done officially so we can 
get moving with some of our plans,” said Noble. “We 
are getting ready to start the process with New York 
State to receive the $2.5 million. We got copies of the 
draft contracts last week.”

The district has maintained all along 
that it would only agree to a deal which 
wouldn’t negatively impact its use of Dietz 

Stadium for athletics and other events. Padalino 
said that has never been an issue in negotiations 
with the city.

“The mayor and I are on the same page,” Padalino 
said. “This was done out of necessity. The only way 
to get any money for the stadium for repairs and 
upgrades, which it desperately needs, is through this 
grant that the city was able to obtain. In my opinion 
it benefits everyone. We’re able to use it as we always 
did. We’ll pay a lease payment to the stadium about 
the equivalent of what we’ve always paid, and they’ll 
get the repairs and improvements done.”

Noble said that once it retains full ownership of 
Dietz Stadium, the city would begin its search for a 
design and engineering firm to help move the project 
forward.

“We’ve been working on it for quite some time now,” 
Noble said. “I’m ready to get it done.”

Padalino agreed.
“We’ll have a 21st century facility there instead of 

a late-19th century facility, which is what it is now,” 
he said.

DAN BARTON

Fans pack the stands at Dietz Stadium for a Stockade FC match back in 2016.
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Holy Cross Church, 30 Pine Grove 
Ave., Kingston. Admission is free, 
but donations are grateful accept-
ed. This short and varied program 
is ideal for families, especially 
those whose children are taking 
music. There will be refreshments 
after the performance.

Catskill Interpretive 
Center changes name

The Catskill Center for Conser-
vation and Development, cele-
brating its 50th anniversary this 
year, announced its four-year-old 
Catskill Interpretive Center (CIC) 
has been renamed “The Catskills 
Visitor Center.” It remains dedi-
cated to the late Congressman, 
Maurice D. Hinchey.

Located in Mt. Tremper at 
5096 State Rte. 28, the facility 
is the only visitor center in the 
700,000-acre Catskill Park. It op-
erates as a partnership between 
the Catskill Center and the New 
York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation. According 
to Jeff Senterman, executive 
director of the Catskill Center, 
the number of people coming to 
the visitor center increased by 36 
percent from 2017 through 2018, 
from 7,956 to 10,804. Atten-
dance increased by 117 percent 
from 4,969 in 2015 (its fi rst year 
with only six months of operation) 
to the end of 2018. 

The Catskills Visitor Center 
differs from most traditional wel-

come centers by offering several 
trails for educational walks on its 
60-acre property, including hikes 
along the Esopus River. A fully 
restored fi re tower overseeing the 
Park will be installed on site this 
summer. For more information, 
visit catskillinterpretivecenter.org 
or call (845) 688-3369.

Household hazardous 
waste collection day

Appointments are available 
now for the Ulster County Re-
source Recovery Agency house-
hold hazardous waste collection 
day on Saturday, April 13 from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at 999 Flatbush 
Road, Kingston. Household haz-
ardous wastes are products that 

are fl ammable, toxic, corrosive 
or chemically reactive. Never put 
these items in the trash or pour 
chemicals down the drain. 

Items accepted include aero-
sols, adhesives, glues, sealants, 
automotive fl uids, fl uorescent 
lightbulbs (CFLs, UV, tubes, 
spirals, etc.), household clean-
ing products, lawn and garden 
chemicals, mercury thermostats 
and thermometers, oil-based 
paints and stains or varnishes 
(no latex paint), poisons, insecti-
cides, swimming pool chemicals, 
waste fuels such as kerosene or 
gasoline, small propane tanks, 
pharmaceuticals, expired or 
unused medications (prescription 
and over-the-counter), vitamins, 

liquids, pet meds and medicated 
ointments.

Do not bring latex paint, empty 
containers, used motor oil, am-
munition, fi reworks, household 
batteries, smoke detectors, 
radioactive materials, asbestos, 
non-hazardous wastes or elec-
tronics. The program is for Ulster 
County residents and households 
only and is limited to 220 pounds 
or 25-gallon equivalent. No con-
tainers larger than 10 gallons. 
Hazardous wastes from business-
es, schools or other organiza-
tions will not be accepted. Call 
the UCRRA at (845) 336-0600 
to make an appointment or visit 
www.ucrra.org.

SCHOOLS

Budget boon
State boosts Kingston’s aid package by 5%, 
helping trustees to close the gap  BY CRISPIN KOTT

L
ast month, Kingston City School 
District school officials began trying to figure 
out how to dig their way out of a $3.3 million 
hole as they put together their spending plan 
for the 2019-20 budget. This week, after 

seeing their state aid rise from less than 1 percent in 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposed budget to around 5 
percent in the final state budget adopted last week, 
they’re feeling a little more confident.

“That was nice,” said Superintendent Paul Padalino 
of the state aid runs released on Monday. “It put us in 
a place where we went from looking at a $3.3 million 
gap to balance the budget to where it is now, a little 
over $1 million.”

The first draft of the spending plan totaled 
$181,880,070, an increase of 3.91 percent over the 
2018-19 budget. The gap to balance the budget rose 
from $2.6 million to around $3.3 million after the 
district received updated figures for health insurance 
and other expenses. School officials were adamant that 
they did not want to go to the public with a proposed 
tax levy of 3.98 percent, significantly above the state 
mandated tax cap of 1.45 percent. School districts can 
seek a higher tax levy than prescribed by the cap, but 
they would have to receive approval by a superma-
jority of at least 60 percent of voters. Should they get 
the plan down to a tax levy of 1.45 percent or lower, a 

simple majority of 50 percent or greater would pass 
the budget.

School officials are already planning to use $2 
million of appropriated fund balance to offset the tax 
levy, and real estate could also bring some relief, with 
revenue from the sales of both the Cioni Building and 
the former Zena Elementary School likely to be spread 
out over 10 years so as to avoid an issue with the tax 
cap were they to apply all profits at once.

With the state aid runs, Padalino said cutting 
roughly $1 million from the spending plan ahead of 
the April 24 school board meeting where they plan to 
adopt the budget should be manageable.

“I think that’s a gap that we can close, maintain 

all of our programs, maintain all of our personnel, 
start up our new pre-K program and have a balanced 
budget,” he said. “I’m pleased with what we received.”

Padalino said he felt that state lawmakers did a 
good job of meeting educational needs as they were 
putting their own budget together.

“I do think that the Senate, Assembly and gover-
nor looked at school need when they distributed the 
funds this year, which is not something that always 
seems to have taken place,” he said. “You see some of 
the districts that are higher need than we are, they 
got significant increases. And they looked at us and 
we got a very good increase also.”

Though school districts across the state have gen-
erally come to rely on a greater aid figure in the final 
state budget than in the draft proposed by Governor 
Cuomo, it doesn’t mean there aren’t tense moments 
between the two. 

“It is nerve-wracking,” Padalino said. “We always 
figure the Senate and Assembly will put something 
back into education, but we never know how it’s going 
to be distributed.”

 

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com

�Dr. Ayesha Cheema, 
Endocrinologist 

is moving

�
When:
April 1, 2019
Where:
51 Hurley Avenue
Kingston, NY 12401
New Phone Number: 
845-338-2001
New Fax Number: 
845-246-7622

�

Jimminy Peak
Over 35 Years Experience

Full Chimney Service
Installation of 

Chimneys
Stainless Steel 

Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

845-338-0704

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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and posted on the Facebook page of the local social 
justice group Rise Up Kingston. An agitated Montalvo 
follows the man, who’s dressed in jeans and a blue 
and black jacket, through the store shouting at him 
as Walmart employees urge her to calm down.

“This guy don’t want us shopping here because my 
husband is Mexican!” Montalvo shouts. “He feels like 
he’s in a Mexico market, that’s what this dude just said!”

In the video, Montalvo continues to berate the 
man as he exits the store and walks to a car. At one 
point in the video, the man appears to confirm Mon-
talvo’s account of their interaction when she repeats 
his statement and he replies, “That’s right.” Several 
commenters on the Rise Up Kingston Facebook page 
identified the man in the video as an area resident; 
Ulster Publishing was unable to independently verify 
his identity.

Montalvo said that after the man had left the store, 
her brother, who by coincidence was also shopping 
there, came out of the store and advised her that 
Walmart employees told him that she had to leave or 
they would call the police.

Montalvo admits that she was angry at the time, but 
said she wondered why store employees appeared not 
to address the man over the unprovoked racist remark.

“I wasn’t in an argument with this dude, we were 
standing there looking at hamburger meat when he 
walks up behind us and says that, why would he do 
that?” said Montalvo. “Yes, I overreacted I wish I could 
have been calmer, but it didn’t happen like that.”

Montalvo said after she left Walmart she called the 

Town of Ulster police to report the incident. Montalvo 
said a dispatcher advised to come to the station to file 
a report. Montalvo said that when she arrived at the 
station, a uniformed officer listened to her story, then 
told her that what had transpired did not constitute 
a crime.

“He did not write a single word down,” said Mon-
talvo. “He said it’s freedom of speech, there’s nothing 
we can do. He’s morally wrong, it’s not against the law.”

[DROP CAP] One day after the incident, Rise Up 
Kingston posted the video on Facebook along with a 
post urging viewers to take action. In the post, RUK 
organizer Callie Jayne asks viewers to call Town of 
Ulster Supervisor James Quigley III to demand that 
the case be investigated as a hate crime. The post 
also asked viewers to contact Walmart corporate 
headquarters about the incident, as well as another 
chain store where the man identified in the video is 
reportedly employed.

Quigley said he asked UPD Chief Kyle Berardi to 
look into the incident after his office was flooded with 
phone calls. Berardi in turn pulled security camera 
footage from Walmart — footage that he said appears 
to back up Montalvo’s story that the remark was un-
provoked. On Tuesday, Montalvo said, she received 
phone calls from the officer who initially took her 
complaint as well as Berardi. In both instances, she 
said, police expressed regret that they were unable to 
file charges in the case.

“He did apologize and asked how the officer handled 
it,” said Montalvo of the conversation with Berardi. “I 
don’t blame them, it’s not their fault.”

On Wednesday, Berardi said that in addition to his 
own investigation, he had consulted the Ulster County 
District Attorney’s Office about the incident. Berardi 

said that the man’s actions as reported by Montalvo 
were morally objectionable, but did not appear to 
violate any statute.

“Personally, as a citizen I can’t believe this type of 
activity is still going on in my town, in my country,” 
said Berardi. “But myself and my officers are bound 
by the law. We can’t make an arrest when no crime 
has been committed.”

This is the second time in recent weeks that a bias 
incident in a Town of Ulster retail location has made 
headlines. Last month state police arrested William 
Sullivan, 20, of Saugerties for an alleged bias incident 
at Mother Earth’s Storehouse in the King’s Mall plaza. 
On March 11 Sullivan, who worked at the health food 
store, allegedly approached a fellow employee — who 
is Jewish — while she was inside a walk-in cooler, 
switched off the light and said, “You’re in the gas cham-
ber now. Yeah, you fucking Jew.” The victim’s mother 
posted her account the incident and management’s 
response on Facebook, provoking calls for a boycott 
and an investigation by state police.

On March 22, Gov. Andrew Cuomo appeared at a 
local state police barracks to announce Sullivan’s arrest 
on a charge of misdemeanor aggravated harassment.

Berardi, whose department was not involved in 
Sullivan’s arrest, said there was one key difference 
that made the Mother Earth’s incident different — the 
apparent intimidation caused by Sullivan’s actions.

“To arrest [for harassment] you have to make some 
kind of threat or put the victim in some kind of fear,” 
said Berardi. “It can’t just be a passing remark.”

A representative of Walmart said officials at cor-
porate headquarters in Arkansas were aware of the 
incident and were discussing it with management 
at the Town of Ulster location. An official statement 
from the retailer was not available as of press time.

Walmart incident
Continued from Page 1

End of the line
T

he hulk of the old Brooklyn fireboat 
Seth Low decomposes on the flats below South 
Rondout. 

HRMM winter hours: Open 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Thursday-Sunday. 

Wednesday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Lecture and book signing. “Life and Death of the 

Kingston Post Office” The demolition of the architec-
turally unique 1907 Kingston Post Office in 1970 was 
a turning point for historic preservation in Kingston. 
In this discussion of the history of both the post of-
fice itself and its subsequent destruction, filmmaker 
Stephen Blauweiss and artist Karen Berelowitz will 
present rare photographs and historic postcards 
about the “life” and “death” of this iconic building. 
Book signing to follow. In the Wooden Boat School 
classroom. Suggested donation $5, pre-registration 
recommended. For more information and to register, 
visit: www.hrmm.org

Sunday, April 14, 1-3 p.m.
Museum Mates Family Program: A Cleaner River. 

Students will learn about the effects of water pollution 

on the Hudson River and we will take a field trip to the 
water sewage plant to see how water is cleaned before 
being put back in the Hudson River. Come learn about 
the importance of the Hudson River when it came to 
food and traveling. We will also talk about the massive 
Hudson River cleanup and what can be done to keep 
it clean. Pre-registration is strongly suggested. Regis-
tration ends Thursday, April 11. For more information 
and to register, visit www.hrmm.org.

April 2019
New RWBS courses are now live online. For more 

information and to register, visit www.hrmm.org

Modern Celestial Navigation: 
April 13-14; 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Celestial navigation stands alone as the only au-
tonomous backup to GPS and electronic navigation, 
and it is a tradition that connects us with maritime 
history. Join us for this practical celestial navigation 
for 21st century. Learn how to use modern sextants 
to determine exact latitude and longitude using the 
Sun and stars anywhere on Earth.

Basket Weaving-Bread Basket: 
April 27; 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Join us for this introductory course in basket 
weaving. Instructor Patti Brousseau gives in-depth, 
but easy-to-follow instructions on weaving. Bread 
baskets are simple, yet incredibly versatile; they can 
not only hold bread, but also be used for gathering 
wildflowers and other odds and ends (remotes, folded 
cloth napkins, etc).

Build Your Own Wave Hill Chair: 
April 27-28, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Build your own custom Wave Hill Lawn Chair based 
on the design of Dutch furniture maker and architect 
Gerrit Rietveld. The simplicity of the design makes for 
fun and easy assembly. This course will give experience 
in making accurate measurements and cuts, as well 
as basic skills in furniture assembly.

For more information on the above, volunteering 
or the museum in general, visit www.hrmm.org and 
don’t forget to “like” the museum page on Facebook 
and Instagram and follow it on Twitter.

DONALD C. RINGWALD COLLECTION, HRMM

SHIPPING NEWS OF THE RONDOUT

DONALD C. RINGWALD COLLECTION, HRMM
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a health plan that utilizes existing Medicare providers 
and reimbursement rates. The plan would be offered 
through the Obamacare health care exchanges, where 
it would compete with private insurers. The bill also 
directs the secretary of Health and Human Services to 
recruit additional providers into the network to han-
dle services like obstetrics and pediatrics that are not 
currently covered by Medicare, and to accommodate 
new participants.

“I think this is a practical and robust way to achieve 
universal healthcare and I am thrilled to be able to 
take the lead on this.”

The bill is in keeping with a key Delgado campaign 
promise — to provide a public option for consumers 
that would effectively set a baseline of quality and af-
fordability for private insurers while filling gaps in the 
Obamacare marketplace, particularly in rural areas. 
In a seven-way primary campaign for the Democratic 
nomination for New York’s 19th Congressional District 
seat, Delgado set himself apart from his opponents on 
the left who advocated an entirely government-run 
health system under a “Medicare for all” single-payer 
system that would eliminate the private health insur-
ance industry.

In a conference call with reporters on Wednesday, 
Delgado stood by his position that the public option is 
the most practical and achievable route to universal 
coverage, since it would allow people who are happy 
with their private insurance plans to keep them.

“[Medicare X] builds consensus,” said Delgado. “It 
doesn’t pit people who are on the same side against 
each other.”

Startup cost: $1 billion
The plan would be funded through a billion-dollar 

allocation for startup costs. After that, it’s designed 
to be self-sustaining through premiums. Those pre-
miums would be placed in separate trust fund from 
the one used to pay for Medicare for people 65 and 
older. Delgado has previously said that he expected 
a public option health plan to create significant cost 
savings, since the cost of processing Medicare claims 
is typically much lower that private insurance claims. 
Delgado’s plan also would increase affordability for 
middle-class consumers by eliminating Obamacare’s 
cap for receiving premium tax credits to buy insurance. 
Currently, the credits are limited to those making 
less than 400 percent of the federal poverty limit; 
the Medicare X Choice plan would make the credits 
available to anyone paying more than 13 percent of 
their income for health insurance.

The bill is also intended to address one of 
Obamacare’s major failings: the lack of affordable, 
or in some places any, coverage on state healthcare 
exchanges. The act is slated to roll out in rural areas 
where there is no, or only one, health insurance pro-
vider on the exchange.

If passed into law, Delgado’s public option plan 
would become available to the entire individual mar-
ket in 2024. In 2025, small businesses would be able 

to purchase group coverage on the Small Business 
Health Options Program exchange. The bill also aims 
to increase access to healthcare providers in rural areas 
by authorizing the secretary of Health and Human 
Services to boost reimbursement rates under Medicare 
X Choice by 25 percent in areas identified as having 
a shortage. Finally, the act includes another Delgado 
campaign promise — allowing the Medicare system 
to negotiate prescription drug prices with pharma-
ceutical companies.

Does it have support?
Delgado’s bill is the first to emerge from a new 

crop of House Democrats who campaigned heavily on 

healthcare in the face of Republican efforts to repeal 
Obamacare. The move sets the stage for a showdown 
between Democrats who want to eliminate private 
health insurance altogether and establish a govern-
ment-run system and those like Delgado who favor a 
more incremental approach. On the conference call, 
Delgado said that he had discussed his plan with House 
leadership who he said he believed recognized the need 
to take action to reduce healthcare costs.

“I’m pretty well-positioned to rally support from 
this new crop of [lawmakers] who, like me, made their 
way through this campaign talking about the need to 
achieve affordable healthcare,” said Delgado. “And I 
think the leadership understands that.”

Delgado’s public option
Continued from Page 1

PHYLLIS McCABE

U.S. Rep. Antonio Delgado.
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SCHOOLS UPTOWNCioni Building price cut
Board votes to slash sale price to $3.47 million, 
citing ‘environmental issues’  BY CRISPIN KOTTT he Kingston Board of Edu-

cation has approved a reduction 
in the sale price of the Cioni 
Building earlier this month, 
a $781,000 discount school 

officials believe will clear a path to a 

closing date.Last July, the school board approved 

selling its current administrative head-

quarters to 61 Crown Street LLC, which 

is led by New York City-based developer 

PHYLLIS McCABE

The Cioni Building.

MIDTOWN REAL ESTATETax breaks for senior housing
Big New York City-based firm will own 
two Kingston projects  BY HUGH REYNOLDSF ederal, state and local 

regulations governing the sale 
and tax treatment of low-in-
come housing at Yosman Tower 
on Broadway and the Governor 

Clinton Hotel on Albany Avenue are com-

plex and exacting, “completely different 

than anybody in the world is familiar with,” 

said Ulster County Industrial Develop-

ment Agency chairman John Morrow 

following a public hearing in Kingston 

last Thursday evening.But the stakes are significant. The two 

apartment buildings, currently owned by 

the Aaron family of Kingston, house 196 

units of scarce low-income senior housing. 

Developers are seeking IDA approval of 

tens of millions of tax dollars in tax relief 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Yosman Tower.
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Sydney the pioneerFive-year-old becomes Ulster County’s first female Cub Scout  BY CARRIE JONES ROSS U lster County has its first female Cub Scout, five-

year-old Sydney Ware of Kingston.  Last October the Boy 

Scouts of America opened up registration to girls interested 

in being Cub and Boy Scouts. Last Monday, young Sydney 

— a kindergartner at Myer Elementary in Hurley — joined 

Pack 103’s Den 1 at St. James Methodist Church in Kingston. Her father, 

software engineer CT Ware, is the pack’s leader. Her mother, Brandi, is 

the Lion Cub leader and Sydney’s brother Zachary, 11, is a Boy Scout. “She 

has wanted to be a ‘Scub Scout’ since she could talk,” said Brandi Ware. 

“She was born two weeks into the start of her brother’s scouting career, 

and wanted to be a scout forever. We are so lucky that they changed the 

rules the year she is eligible to join.” 
CT Ware said that among the other things, Sydney will be able to shoot 

BB guns, participate in the Pinewood Derby and do camp-outs. “There 

are, and have been, other Boy Scout programs which allow older girls, 

such as Explorers and Venturer Scouts,” said CT. “This year, girls are being 

admitted into Cub Scouting. Next year in 2019 they will be admitted into 

the Boy Scout program, where they will be able to pursue Eagle Scout.”

Why does this little girl want to be a Boy Scout? Like most 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sydney Ware and her dad, CT Ware.
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Honoring ‘Junie’
Continued from Page 1

          
BREAST CANCER OPTIONS 

Integrative Medicine Cancer Conference

For info on all our services visit: www.BreastCancerOptions.org 

ULSTER GASTROENTEROLOGY
Dr. El-Shaer was just voted one of the top doctors in NY!!!

Dr. Reham El-Shaer is happy to announce she is once again  
in the Kingston area for all your Gastroenterology needs  

at 301 Hurley Ave., Kingston, NY 12401.

Dr. El-Shaer is a highly respected Board Certified 
Gatsroenterologist for the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and 

management of digestive diseases. We offer the cutting edge and 
coordinated top quality care of patient needs.

• IBS • Colon cancer screening • Acid reflux • Swallowing problems

• Liver disease • Ulcerative colitis • Crohn’s disease

Serving Patients 15 years and up. 
We are accepting most health insurance carriers.

Call for your appointment today! Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4 pm

301 Hurley Ave., Kingston, NY 12401  •  845.309.7597

DD

SeDr. Reham El-Shaer, M.D. Accepting New Patients

     Community health

ence deterred some people from doing things they 
shouldn’t be doing.” 

Harris graduated from Kingston High School in 
1951, joined the Air Force and served in Okinawa 
during the Korean War. There, Anthony Harris said, 
he defied military custom that relegated black airmen 
to working in the kitchen. His pioneering spirit con-
tinued when he returned to his hometown. In the early 
1960s, he became one of Kingston’s first black police 
officers. Over the course of his three decades-long 
career at the KPD, Harris helped organize the Kings-
ton Patrolman’s Association and served on the board 
of the Kingston Boys Club. In 1976, he helped found 
the Kingston Police Athletic League and organized 
PAL-sponsored boxing matches featuring big-name 
talent like Floyd Patterson and Harris’ neighbor, WBC 
junior welterweight champion Billy Costello. 

Throughout his career, Anthony Harris said, his 
grandfather sought to break down barriers for minority 
youth in law enforcement. While working as a KPD 
detective, he headed up an initiative by former chief 
James Riggins to recruit black police officers. Later, 
when he left the KPD to work as a special investiga-

tor for the Ulster County District Attorney’s Office, 
Harris set up an internship program for minority 
youth interested in the law and served on the criminal 
justice advisory committee of Ulster BOCES. All the 
while, Anthony Harris said, his grandfather served 
as a source of front-porch wisdom for residents of 
Midtown Kingston. 

“The biggest thing he loved was walking the beat 
and getting to know people, he really instilled the 
mindset that he was a man of the people,” said An-
thony Harris. “He would sit on the front porch and 
people would stop by to seek his advice because he 
was respected in the community.”

Anthony Harris has spent the past few years raising 
money and lobbying city officials to honor his grand-
father’s legacy. In addition to the street renaming, 
Harris raised money for a memorial plaque at Kings-
ton police headquarters on Garraghan Drive, and to 
endow an annual scholarship program for minority 
youth at Kingston High School interested in a career 
in law enforcement. 

“The whole time I’ve been working on this I was 
just so happy to see the response I got from everybody,” 
said Anthony Harris. “It’s just incredible how many 
people I’ve talked to who knew my grandfather and 
say he had a positive impact on their lives.”  

PHOTOS PROVIDED

A plaque honoring Junious Harris.

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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With Opioid Crisis, Are We Overlooking Alcohol?

By Gerry Harrington 
HealthAlliance Hospitals

Alcohol is the most widely used drug in the United States — and the one 
behind the highest number of deaths and social dislocation.

While government agencies are struggling to fight the growing death toll from 
opioids, are we forgetting about booze?

Some 40 percent, or 2 in 5, American adults drink excessive amounts of alcohol, 
despite the high risk of putting their health and safety at risk, a study finds. That 
number is up 10 percent in four years.

Heavy drinking in the study means more than 14 drinks a week for men and more than seven 
drinks a week for women.

At the same time, 1 in 8 American adults, or nearly 13 percent of the population — some 30 
million of us — now meet diagnostic criteria for alcohol use disorder, or what’s colloquially known as 
“alcoholism,” a second study says.

The statistics for the first study come from the National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related 
Conditions. That study was sponsored and directed by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism, or NIAAA, part of the U.S. National Institutes of Health.

The information for the second study, about how many people meet the criteria for alcohol use 
disorder, comes from the NIAAA, the New York State Psychiatric Institute at Columbia University 
Medical Center and Columbia University itself.

That second study, published in JAMA Psychiatry, says the rate of alcohol use disorder rose a shocking 49 percent from 2003 to 2013.

Drilling down, alcoholism jumped nearly 93 percent among African-Americans and 84 percent among women.

But the group with the highest increase in alcoholism is senior citizens. Men and women 65 and older saw a staggering 106.7 
percent increase in alcohol use disorders during that decade. For 45- to 65-year-olds, the increase was 81.5 percent, the JAMA 
Psychiatry study finds.

Why is alcoholism on the rise? The researchers say they don’t know for sure.

“But from our experience here at HealthAlliance Hospital — and we get patients from all over — the increases are typically due to 
stress and depression,” says HealthAlliance Administrative Director of Community Rehabilitation Services Allen Nace, a licensed 
mental health counselor and certified alcoholism and substance abuse counselor.

“People are struggling, whether it’s with money or other issues, and they use alcohol as a coping mechanism — what some users call 
‘self-medication,’” he says.

The rise in alcoholism constitutes a serious and overlooked public health crisis on par with the national opioid crisis, Nace says.

More than 88,000 people die each year of alcohol-related causes, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates. 
That’s 20 percent more than the 70,200 overdose deaths involving an opioid in 2017, the latest year for which the CDC has statistics.

“Alcoholism kills people, not just directly but indirectly too — and not only because of cirrhosis of the liver,” Nace says. “Alcoholism 
causes high blood pressure, heart diseases, strokes, Type 2 diabetes, inflammation of the pancreas, and kidney failure. It also causes 
several types of cancer, including cancer of the mouth and throat, the voice box, esophagus, colon and rectum, liver and, in women, 
breast cancer. And we’re not even considering car accidents.”

Despite these grim statistics, drinking is still seen in pop culture as good, harmless fun — a way to celebrate and relax.

Can we Americans handle our liquor? Should we impose stricter laws on alcohol consumption or better regulate ads that promise 
good times from alcohol?

Email us with your thoughts at gerry.harrington@hahv.org.

We’ll let you know what people say in next month’s column.

In an emergency, call 911. The emergency  

department is at HealthAlliance Hospital:  

Broadway Campus, 396 Broadway in Kingston.  

For more, call 845-331-3131 or visit hahv.org.

Allen Nace, LMHC, CASAC
Administrative Director 
Community Rehabilitation Services
HealthAlliance Hospitals

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

Anxious
Stressed?
Depressed?

Worried about your Mental Health?
Take a free Mental Health 

Screening Today!

Evidenced based tools are available to 
you to help determine if you or someone 
you care about is facing a mental health 
challenge and may be in need of help.

Visit:
www.mhainulster.com

School sale questioned 
Following the crowded March 18 town hall meeting 

at the West Hurley firehouse, where local residents 
sought answers regarding the long-pending sale and 
development of the closed West Hurley School into 
condominiums, Hurley town supervisor John Perry 
sent a letter expressing his community’s concerns to 
Onteora schools superintendent Victoria McLaren. 
He urged further environmental studies.

McLaren responded with a letter to Perry that 
she termed “a response that was purely factual. The 
response indicated that at this point we have no 
closing date set, and April was never established as 
a closing date...”

Crash kills one, injures two
A two-car accident at the intersection of Henry 

W. Dubois Drive and North Oakwood Terrace in New 
Paltz seriously injured the driver of both vehicles and 
left one passenger dead at the scene on the night of 
March 29.

According to state police, a 2008 Volvo driven by 

Abram Almahari, 19 of New Paltz, was traveling west 
on Henry W. Dubois Drive when he struck a 2012 Toy-
ota Scion in the rear that was stopped at a stop sign. 
The impact, troopers said, caused the Toyota to spin 
around in the roadway and travel backwards off the 
north shoulder of Henry W. Dubois Drive. The Volvo 

overturned and then hit a tree. Jade N. Randazzo, 25, 
of New Paltz, a passenger in the Volvo, was pronounced 
dead at the scene, troopers said. Almahari was brought 
to Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital in Poughkeepsie 
with head and arm trauma. The other passengers in 
the Volvo, Walter Morales-Duarte, 22 of New Paltz, 
was taken to Vassar Brothers Medical Center in Pough-
keepsie, with internal injuries and James Davis, 22, 
of Poughkeepsie, was taken to Mid-Hudson Regional 
Hospital with head trauma, troopers said.

The driver of the Toyota, Charlie Rodriguez, 43, of 
Highland, was taken to Vassar Brothers with internal 
injuries.

Tina Mazzetti has started a crowdfunding cam-
paign to pay for the victim’s funeral expenses.

TERENCE P WARD

Fashionable generosity

PHYLLIS McCABE

JUNIOR LEAGUE MEMBERS CICILY WILSON AND JOANNE ARCADIPANE fl ank Natasha Haskell, 17, 

and a senior at Coleman High School, and Lindsey Voelker, 17, and a senior at Onteora High School, in their 

dress selections at the Junior League’s Cinderella’s Closet event, where prom dresses and tuxedos are given 

out free of charge, last weekend. Some 500 dresses have been donated to this event and this year Esposito’s 

donated their inventory of tuxes and accessories. The store at 1311 Ulster Ave. will be open this Friday from 

4:30-8 p.m. and this Saturday from noon-3 p.m.

COUNTY NOTES
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KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

IT’S GOOD 
TO BE ALIVE
“I am the Olympics where no one ever 

cheats/ I’m losing my virginity on purple 
satin sheets,” sings confident alternative 
folk mermaid Rachael Sage on the open-
ing track “Alive” off her dazzling new 

record PsuedoMyopia. Safe to say we aren’t dealing 
with the average coffeehouse open mic-night singer 
here, folks. It makes sense that Sage, who has released 
12 albums as a prolific singer-songwriter who plumbs 
poetic depths that most scene-tourist artists don’t 
bother with these days, has toured with such genre 
heavyweights as Ani DiFranco and Sarah McLaughlin. 
Her music has appeared on MTV, HBO, the Fame 
soundtrack and even the television show Dance Moms. 
She will be playing Daryl’s House out in Pawling on 
April 12 and it is more than worth the drive to not 
miss out on capturing a moment in person with such 
a strong composer and performer.

From sparse piano ballads that evolve into torch 
songs about opening up, like “Spark,” to more lush 
string accompanied subdued numbers with less 
dramatic crescendos, PsuedoMyopia is really worth 
exploring. The multi-instrumentalist and producer 
released the record via Mpress Records/ILS/Universal 
less than a month ago and recently appeared at SXSW. 
Fans who purchase tickets to the Daryl’s House show 
even get an autographed copy of the CD, I believe. 
The companion record to her recent Myopia release, 
this one touches on topics as varied as government 
surveillance, environmental protection and female 
empowerment. Dehumanization, Gaia and self-agency 
are all actually more interwoven than you might think, 
so there is a thread there. Co-produced by Sage and 
Grammy winner Andy Zulla, guest artists include 
Ben Butler (Sting), bassist Richard Hammond (Joan 
Osborne), cellist Ward Williams (Sara Bareilles) and 
Grammy nominated musician Seth Glier.

Rachael’s regional stop precedes a wide array of 
U.K. dates and is not to be missed. I was not as fa-
miliar with her material as I wish now I had been. It’s 
so exciting to find out about someone who has been 
a working musician for several decades who makes a 
strong impression on first listen, especially as jaded 
as I can get and selective about what I cover. I have 

an open mind and there are a ton of good artists out 
there nowadays. I just mean that there are also just as 
many people who phone it in and then somehow get 
a zillion streams, so it’s wonderful 
to learn about a really passionate 
and talented artist who has clearly 
worked her craft. These songs are 
just about pitch-perfect snapshots 
into a head full of imagination 
and varied life experiences. No 
matter the tone, topic or timbre in the song, Sage 
makes you care. 

The dance of the mystic hoop
Closer to home, two of my favorite and most color-

ful people I know are throwing a mystical hoop dance 
party! Marissa Foti and Kara Eletto will guide you with 
structured tutorials and choreography to fun music in 
the big open studio upstairs at BSP at an all ages hour 
long event on Saturday, April 6 (my dad’s birthday, 
incidentally) at 7 p.m. What a fun way to kick off Aries 
season. Since it is a fire sign though I am gonna suggest 
some flaming hoops? They probably aren’t allowed to do 
that but I did hear that any attire you feel comfortable 
in is welcome. There is a $5 cover but it is sure to be 
really enjoyable, laughter-filled and groovy. 

Well, I finally watched Aquaman now that it is on 
streaming services and I have to say it was probably 
my favorite DC Comics movie so far, even though 
Wonder Woman was great. The rest all have moments 
but also are kind of a mess, so it was awesome to see 
a downright psychedelic at times bright color palette 
ocean war movie full of crazy creatures and insane 

outfits. What a nice change of pace from the everyday 
doldrums of cursing at terrible, basic Kingston drivers 
who can’t figure out a single intersection properly. 

Man, I really would like one of 
those aqua cannons you just add 
a little water into and it blows up 
a huge cliff face for dealing with 
traffic around here, but I don’t 
want to seem like I am advocating 
violence. Let’s just think about 

the deep blue sea and swimming with dolphins and 
Princess Mera instead. Om.

Love is in the air?
Anyway, spring is really here and I hope you all 

are enjoying the slightly warmer weather and gardens 
starting to activate. The impending days and nights are 
perfect for getting twitterpated. It is slightly different 
than the recently closed “Cuffing Season” they tell us 
about, which as far as I can tell involves more hot 
chocolate and hand-holding and less imitating bunny 
rabbits. Until next week, may I suggest some delicious 
bubbly at The Crown or a stroll on the Senate House 
grounds on a warmer evening. Try to connect to the 
joy in life and remember that it doesn’t last forever, so 
remember to let yourself feel some good things amidst 
the doom, gloom and brain smog of the modern work-
ing week in 2019. The sensual futuristic ’80’s nostalgia 
inducing synth pop vibes of Actually Huizenga’s older 
bands Wet Look vs. Hard Place are currently making 
me stoked on life over at Bandcamp as I type this and 
prepare to make some sweet tea. Don’t tell me life has 
no meaning, you nihilists!

Dehumanization, Gaia and self-
agency are all actually more 
interwoven than you might think.

BILL BERNSTEIN

No wallfl ower is Rachael Sage.TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly
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WE
ENGAGE

EVERYBODY

On-the-ground local journalism 

is needed now more than ever.

We believe it’s important 
for the whole community 

to have access to the local news 
that impacts their lives most.

So whether it’s the best weekly read around 
or up-to-the-minute breaking news on your 

digital device, become a member of our 
information-rich community.

Better than ever!
More complete than ever!

More timely than ever!

Ulster Publishing Company, Kingston

Almanac Weekly |  Hudson Valley One

Woodstock Times  |  New Paltz Times

Saugerties Times  |  Kingston Times

(845) 334-8200
www.hudsonvalleyone.com

UP Ulster 
Publishing

PUGG’s poppin’ and now here’s DRAW
Initiatives synergize local art and KHS students, and teaches the community  BY LYNN WOODS

H
ow to exhibit work by distinguished 
local artists in empty storefronts on 
Broadway and share their talents through 
community workshops, all while engaging 
Kingston High School students in the arts?

Kingston High School art teacher and artist Lara 
Giordano had an answer when she got a grant in 2015 
and started the Pop Up Gallery Group, or PUGG. 
PUGG consists of an internship program for high 
school students which enables them to earn school 
credit and get paid for helping artists and learning 
arts-related skills.

Giordano also launched The Department of Re-
gional Arts Workers, or DRAW, which is a community 
education program that offers classes in printmaking, 
animation, life drawing and other skills to both stu-
dents and adults. 

Four years later, the program has been such a suc-
cess that it continues to expand its programming and 
curatorial activities, providing the PUGG participants 
with more opportunities for involvement. Partly this 
has been possible because of a change in venue: After 
the group lost its storefront on Broadway, it moved to 
the YMCA, which has donated its spacious arts-and-
crafts room. The larger space has enabled Giordano, 
who has since retired, to offer an after-school Youth 
Art Studio for middle-school students; a Saturday 
workshop series, called Curated Shorts, open to teens 
and adults; an art program for Benedictine Partial, a 
program that helps youth who’ve been institutional-
ized readjust to the outside world; and starting this 
summer, art intensive classes for the YMCA’s Starfish 
Camp, which serves low-income kids.

DRAW continues to offer classes open to all, cur-
rently consisting of a drawing class taught by Stephen 
Lewis and costumed life drawing. The youth classes are 
offered on a pay-what-you-can basis and scholarships 
are available for evening classes. In all the programs, 
participants work closely with local artists. For ex-
ample, sculptor Michael Lalicki recently offered a 
workshop on found sculptures for the Youth Art Studio, 
in which the students made artworks using a variety 
of materials and visited Lalicki’s studio. Artists also 
conduct the four-hour workshops on Saturday — on 
March 30, Chris Petrone taught basic bookbinding 
— and the fee for that program helps fund the Youth 
Art Studio (scholarships for Curated Shorts may be 
available upon request).

Currently there are seven high-school students 
participating in PUGG, which consists of a two-tiered 
work-study program: students receive a half credit for 
54 hours of arts-related activity, such as assisting an 
artist in her or his studio, helping hang an exhibition 
or teach an art class to middle-school students. “Kids 
get involved in the community and learn leadership and 
practical skills,” said Giordano. Those who’ve earned 
the half credit can then apply for a $500 scholarship, 
which pays for their continued service up to two years. 
The program also works closely with KHS alumni who 
have careers in the arts, hosting exhibitions of their 
work (formerly at the storefront on Broadway) and 
incorporating their suggestions for programming.

“We’re looking at expanding the program to just 
after high school,” said Giordano. “A lot of students 
need guidance, whether they take a gap year or attend 
community college.”  

The loss of the Broadway storefront 
meant that PUGG lost its gallery, a gap that’s 
been filled by renting space at the Kingston 

Artists Collective, which hosts open mics, concerts, 
and other cultural events at its loft space on lower 
Broadway, for exhibitions. The latest show curated at 
the collective was in March and featured the paintings 
of Amy Ackerman, a KHS alum. It will be followed by 
the work of Maxim von Eikh, opening April 6.

In addition, in January a show entitled “The 
PUGG Alumni Exhibition” launched the opening of 
the Ground Floor Gallery at City Hall. The exhibition 
showcases not only the considerable talent that’s come 
out of KHS — the nine participating artists are all 
KHS alumni, spanning a period of decades — but also 
the curatorial accomplishments of PUGG, since all 
of the works were previously featured in exhibitions 
organized by the group. It consists of Adrielle Farr’s 
colorful, loosely brushed painting of a robed woman 
walking two pinchers; Scott Ackerman’s Outsid-
er-style acrylic paintings on wood (he’s the brother 
of Amy, who has contributed three delicately painted 

watercolors wittily portraying narratives of pain and 
heartbreak); Frank Pesko’s intense linocut of a land-
scape, suggesting ecological nightmare; two abstract, 
vividly colored geometric Op-Art acrylic paintings 
by Vincent Pidone; two large minimalist watercolors 
by Rebecca Hellard, which suggest much more than 
they portray, in a style akin to Japanese ink painting; 
a masterful ink drawing by Matt Pleva incorporating 
a Conestoga wagon, the Empire State Building and 
the space shuttle in his signature black-and-white 
graphic style; two color photographs of regional ruins 
by Christian Gallo; and a hand-stitched quilt by Kelli 
Sillik. PUGG was also involved in an installation at 
The Idea Garden, a new gallery and events space 
on Broadway in Midtown, entitled “Republished,” a 
month-long show of mixed-media work by five artists 
for Black History Month.

PUGG and DRAW have also been incor-
porated into the Midtown Arts District. 
Because MAD is a 501(c)(3) non profit or-

ganization, the merger better enables Giordano and 
program director JoAnn Ruisi to apply for grants, 
which besides covering essential costs would enable 
them to finally be paid (both are volunteers, despite 
committing many hours to the organization). Besides 
donations, such as “reams of tag paper from Gateway” 
and watercolor papers and paints from an individual, 
Giordano pays for many of the supplies out of her 
own pocket. “Imagine what we could do if we had 
money,” she said. “Projects happen because we think 
it’s important, but it’s not sustainable until we find a 
way to pay for them.” She noted that in addition to 
the programming, she and Ruisi do all the posting on 
social media, grant writing and community outreach.

That engagement is crucial to PUGG and DRAW, 
as is maintaining a high level of quality. “Balancing 
the quality of the art with the community involve-
ment is sometimes hard,” Giordano said. However, 
raising the standards of art-making — creating and 
exhibiting work that is new, thought provoking and 
original — enhancing the community’s engagement 
with the arts through exhibitions and affordable 
classes and exposing youth of every income level 
to art has its paybacks: many of Giordano’s former 
students have found jobs in the city, including at 
Bailey Pottery, R&F Handmade Paints, the Foundry, 
which fabricates sculptures for big-name artists, and 
even City Hall — Kingston’s first director of art and 
cultural affairs, Adrielle Farr, is an alum and artist 
who has participated in PUGG’s shows.

ART COMMUNITYART COMMUNITY

PHYLLIS McCABE

Lara Giordano and JoAnn Ruisi.
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be  served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Highborne 
Essentials LLC, 60 Spruce St, 
Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful    acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.   

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 

COURT ULSTER COUNTY
WILMINGTON SAVINGS 

FUND SOCIETY, FSB, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR STANWICH 
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST A, 
Plaintiff against

RAYMOND A. VALENT, et al 
Defendants

Attorney for Plaintiff(s) 
Knuckles, Komosinski & Manf-
ro, LLP, 565 Taxter Road, Suite 
590, Elmsford, NY 10523 At-
torney (s) for Plaintiff (s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
March 15, 2018, I will sell at 
public auction to the highest 
bidder at Ulster County Court-
house, 285 Wall Street, Kings-
ton, NY 12401 on April 15, 
2019 at 10:00 AM. Premises 
known as 65 Red Barn Road, 
Pine Bush, New York 12566. 
Sec 98.3 Block 5 Lot 27. All 
that certain plot, piece or par-
cel of land, with the buildings 
and improvements thereon 
erected, situate, lying and be-
ing in the Town of Shawangunk, 
County of Ulster, State of New 
York. Approximate Amount of 
Judgment is $332,162.67 
plus interest and costs. Prem-
ises will be sold subject to pro-
visions of filed Judgment Index 
No 2837/2015. Cash will not 
be accepted at the sale.

Thomas Murphy, Esq., Ref-
eree 11290

LEGAL NOTICE
190 MAIN STREET SAU-

GERTIES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
03/06/19. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC,253 Main Street, Sau-
gerties, NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
340 MAIN STREET, LLC. 

Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 03/01/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
253 Main Street,Saugerties, 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC):  65 Albany Ave LLC. 
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary  of  
State of New York (SSNY) on 
03/06/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: 65 Albany Ave 
LLC, 233 Fair Street, Kings-
ton, NY 12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT – COUN-

TY OF ULSTER 
STERLING NATIONAL BANK 

FORMERLY KNOWN AS PROV-
IDENT BANK, Plaintiff against 
RICHARD L. ALFIERI, CATHER-
INE M. ALFIERI, Defendant(s).  

Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
on October 23, 2018.

I, the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction at the 
front Lobby of the Ulster Coun-
ty Courthouse, 285 Wall Street, 
Kingston, N.Y. on the 22nd day 
of April, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. 
premises described as follows:  
All that certain plot, piece or 
parcel of land, situate, lying 
and being in the Town of Sha-
wangunk, County of Ulster and 
State of New York.

Said premises known as 
1148 Burlingham Road, Pine 
Bush, N.Y. 12566.

(Section: 104.4, Block: 2, 
Lot: 9.200).

Approximate amount of lien 
$ 282,409.27 plus interest 
and costs. 

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed judg-
ment and terms of sale.  

Index No. 1905-16.  John G. 
Rusk, Esq., Referee.   

McCabe, Weisberg, & Con-
way, LLC

Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
145 Huguenot Street - Suite 

210
New Rochelle, New York 

10801

(914) 636-8900

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

ONEWEST BANK N.A.,
V.
HEIDI SEELBACH AS LIMIT-

ED ADMINISTRATIX OF THE ES-
TATE OF JOHN W. BORCHERDT, 
ET AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated Decem-
ber 7, 2018, and entered in 
the Office of the Clerk of the 
County of Ulster, wherein 
ONEWEST BANK N.A. is the 
Plaintiff and HEIDI SEELBACH 
AS LIMITED ADMINISTRATIX 
OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN 
W. BORCHERDT, ET AL. are 
the Defendants.  I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on April 23, 2019 at 
10:15AM, premises known as 
893 ULSTER LANDING ROAD, 
SAUGERTIES, NY 12477:  Sec-
tion 40.9, Block 1, Lot 4:  

ALL THAT PIECE OR PAR-
C EL OF LAND, SITUATE IN THE 
TOWN OF ULSTER, COUNTY 
OF ULSTER, STATE OF NEW 
YORK

Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment 
Index # 002445/2014. Linda 
B. Johnson, Esq. - Referee. 
RAS Boriskin, LLC 900 Mer-
chants Concourse, Suite 310, 
Westbury, New York 11590, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.

LEGAL NOTICE
Honu & Alofa LLC ,Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 2/26/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to BlumbergExcelsior 
Corporate Services, Inc., 16 
Court St., 14th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 
11241.General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
KINGSTON HOME SER-

VICES LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 03/12/19. 
Office: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 500 Washington Avenue, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SANZI CONSTRUCTION 

GROUP LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of  State  (SSNY)  
3/15/2019. Office  in  Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
110  Maiden  Ln., Kingston,  
NY 12401, which  is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC):  Willow Pk LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of  State of New 
York (SSNY) on 03/06/2019. 
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Willow Pk 
LLC, 233 Fair Street, Kings-
ton, NY 12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Trygg Havn LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 2/26/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to BlumbergExcelsior 
Corporate Services, Inc., 16 
Court St., 14th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 
11241.General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
333 Liftside LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 3/19/2019. 
Cty: Greene. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 12 Brown Rd., 
Oliverea, NY 12410.General 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Camarata Property Main-

tenance, LLC, Arts. of  Org. 
filed with SSNY on  01/04/19. 
Off. Loc.: Ulster County, SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: The 
LLC, 1260 Glaco Tpke Sauger-

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of  BK 

BRICK CATSKILL, LLC.  Art. 
of Org. filed w/Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) November 22, 
2018.  Office location: Greene 
Co., NY; SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to 300 Valley Rd., 
Catskill, NY  12141. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.  Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Lakshman Holdings, LLC, Ar-
ticles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on December 
3, 2018. Office location: Ulster 
County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Lakshman 
Holdings, LLC, 17 Rogers St, 
Kingston, NY, 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION 

OF LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY 

HOFFMAN HOUSE GAS-
TROPUB, LLC filed Articles 
of Organization with the NY De-
partment of State on February 
21, 2019.  Its office is located 
in Ulster County.  The Secre-
tary of State has been desig-
nated as agent of the Company 
upon whom process against it 
may be served, and a copy of 
any process served upon him 
or her shall be mailed to 10 
Chambers Street, #19E, New 
York, NY 10007 . Its purpose is 
any lawful business.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of  R 

RAPPLEYEA LANDSCAP-
ING, LLC.  Art. of Org. filed 
w/Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
September 28, 2018.  Office 
location: Greene Co., NY; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to 89 Zin-
no Rd., Ashland, NY  12407. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.  
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
WAKAN WAY, LLC. Arts. 

of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
02/25/19. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, c/o Rick Alfandre, 12 
Lower 27 Knolls Road, High 
Falls, NY 12440. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

WIST, LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 02/21/19. Office 
location: Ulster County.  Princ. 
office of: 2390 County Rd. 3, 
Olivebridge, NY 12461. SSNY 
designated as agent of upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the  at the addr. of 
its princ. office. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of  Formation  of  130 

N. FRONT STREET PROPER-
TY, LLC.  Arts. of  Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of  NY 
(SSNY) on  01.28.19.  Office  lo-
cation, County of Ulster.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 
130 N. Front Street Property,  
LLC, 130 N. Front St., Ste 300, 
Kingston, NY 12401.  Purpose:  
any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ORGANIZA-

TION OF LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

FIRST: The name of the 
Limited Liability Company is 
HATTIE RUTH LLC (hereinaf-
ter referred to as the “Compa-
ny”)

SECOND: The Articles of 
Organization of the Company 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State on February 27, 2019.

THIRD: The County within 
the State of New York in which 
the office of the Company is 
located is Greene.

FOURTH: The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the Company may be 

served.  The post office ad-
dress to which the Secretary of 
State shall mail process is 563 
County Route 54, Hannacroix, 
NY  12087.

FIFTH: The Company is or-
ganized for all lawful purposes, 
and to do any and all things 
necessary, convenient, or inci-
dental to that purpose.

Dated: February 27, 2019
FREEMAN HOWARD, P.C.
441 East Allen Street
P.O. Box 1328
Hudson, New York 12534

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 

NAME: Local Artisan Bak-
ery, LLC 

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
2/26/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be  served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: c/o 
Local Artisan Bakery, LLC 50 
Main Street, P.O. Box 4354, 
Kingston, NY 12402. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Threefold Ventures LLC. 

Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York, Whitney Clark, on 
February 07, 2019. Office lo-
cation: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: Threefold Ventures LLC, 
1769 Lucas Avenue Extension, 
Cottekill, NY 12419. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
WFI Fabrication LLC, articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on the 12/26/18. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: 54 Wrentham 
St., Kingston, N.Y. 12401. Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts or activ-
ities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: no specific 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limit-

ed Liability Company (LLC): AE 
Inspection 

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 02/13/19 Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: AE 
Inspection 39 kings lane Sau-
gerties NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful   acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Better Built Construction & 
Mold Removal LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/4/2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent  of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to the 
LLC at 341 DeWitt Mills Road, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
      CM Printworks LLC Arts of 

Org filed with NY Sec of State 
(SSNY) on 2/21/19. Office: Ul-
ster County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 530 
Enterprise Dr, Kingston, NY 
12401. General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Highborne Essentials 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on February 13, 2019. Of-
fice location: Ulster County. 
SSNY  has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 

ties, NY 12477.  Purpose: to 
engage in any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Collective Hudson, LLC, 

Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 1/7/2019. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 148 Riverview, 
Port Ewen, NY 12466. General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

WILMINGTON TRUST NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION AS SUC-
CESSOR TRUSTEE TO CITI-
BANK N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR 
BNC MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
SERIES 2007-3 MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES 
SERIES 2007-3,

V.
FLORENTINA GAGLIANO, 

APPOINTED ADMINISTRATOR 
AND HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
OF THE ESTATE OF GARY A. 
GAGLIANO, ET AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated October 
19, 2018, and entered in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Coun-
ty of Ulster, wherein WILM-
INGTON TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION AS SUCCESSOR 
TRUSTEE TO CITIBANK N.A. AS 
TRUSTEE FOR BNC MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST SERIES 2007-3 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2007-3 
is the Plaintiff and FLORENTINA 
GAGLIANO, APPOINTED AD-
MINISTRATOR AND HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE 
OF GARY A. GAGLIANO, ET AL. 
are the Defendants.  I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on April 29, 2019 at 
11:00 AM, premises known as 
510 NORTH ELTING CORNERS 
ROAD, HIGHLAND, NY 12528:  
Section 79.3, Block 2, Lot 21:  

 ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE, OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN 
THE TOWN OF LLOYD, COUN-
TY OF ULSTER AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index # 27/2016. 
Eric Kurtz, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Lakshman Holdings, LLC, 
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on Decem-
ber 3, 2018. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 
Lakshman Holdings, LLC, 
17 Rogers St, Kingston, NY, 
12401. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Mororles LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 3/20/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
105 Upper Pond Rd., Bearsville, 
NY 12409.General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA-
NY (LLC), Name: RAYA JOE 
LLC; Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on March 
19, 2019; Office Location: 63 
North Front Street, Kingston, 
New York 12401; Ulster Coun-
ty; SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served; SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
Frank Guido, 60 W. Market 
Street, Red Hook, New York  
12571; Term: Until (Perpetual) ; 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION LLC
Rocky Bridges LLC, a lim-

ited liability company filed its 
Articles of Organization with 
the New York State Secretary 
of State on March 25, 2019. 
The office of the LLC is to be 
located in Ulster County in the 
State of New York. The Sec-
retary of State is designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 

be served. The post office 
address within or without this 
state to which the Secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC 
served is: ATTN: Rocky Bridges 
LLC, P.O. Box 26, West Hurley, 
New York 12491. The LLC has 
been organized for the purpose 
of conducting any lawful busi-
ness in the State of New York

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
DEUTSCHE BANK NATION-

AL TRUST COMPANY, AS TR-
SUTEE FOR THE REGISTERED 
HOLDERS OF SAXON ASSET 
SECURITIES TRUST 2007-
3 MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET 
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2007-3

Plaintiff,
Against
Index # 5951/2010
EDWARD J. SAWICK, ET AL
Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a Judgment 

of Foreclosure and Sale, duly 
entered 5/14/2018, I, the 
undersigned Referee, will sell 
at public auction, in the Main 
Lobby of Ulster County Court-
house, 285 Wall Street, Kings-
ton, NY 12401 on 4/29/2019 
at 10:30 am, premises known 
as 302 Hasbrouck Ave, Kings-
ton, NY 12401, and described 
as follows:

ALL that certain plot, piece 
or parcel of land, with the build-
ings and improvements there-
on erected, situate, lying and 
being in the City of Kingston, 
County of Ulster and the State 
of New York, and designated 
on the tax maps of the Ulster 
County Treasurer. Section 
56.26 Block 12 Lot 48

The approximate amount 
of the current Judgment lien 
is $444,214.14 plus interest 
and costs.  The premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of the aforesaid Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale; Index # 
5951/2010.

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only 
to a return of the deposit paid.  
The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

John George Rusk, Esq., 
Referee.

Leopold & Associates, 
PLLC, 80 Business Park Drive, 
Suite 110, Armonk, NY  10504

Dated: 3/4/19
YW

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

STOCKADE STRATEGIES, 
LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/11/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. office of 
LLC: 24 Heritage Ct., Kingston, 
NY 12401. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, c/o Daniel Ahouse at the 
princ. office of the LLC. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
WINDHAM RENTAL 

PROPERTIES II LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 3/13/2019. Office in 
Greene Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to PO Box 992, Windham, 
NY 12496.  Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
WCI Enterprise III LLC. 

Filed 3/1/19. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 90 
Highland Ave, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of THE-

COMPANY MANAGEMENT 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/27/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the LLC, P.O. Box 
573, Lake Katrine, NY 12449. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
UPSTATE BUILDING 

GROUP, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
3/19/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
110 Maiden Ln., Kingston, NY 
12401, which is also the princi-
pal business location. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICES
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In the W column
Tigers lacrosse girls best Warwick for first victory of season  BY CRISPIN KOTT

It took three tries for the Kingston 
High School varsity girls lacrosse team to earn 
their first win of the 2019 season, a 9-6 victory 
over Orange County Interscholastic Athletic 
Association non-league opponent Warwick.

The game, played on Tuesday, April 2 at Dietz 
Stadium, saw a sluggish, unfocused Tigers’ squad 
take the field early before they hit their stride over 
the second half.

Emily Schatzel led the way for Kingston with three 
goals and an assist, while Norah Prizzi (two goals, two 
assists), Juliona Montalto (two goals), Kailey Cook 
(goal, assist) and Rosella Nardi (goal) also contributed 
to the offense. Grace Perry turned away six shots on 
goal to help preserve the win for the 12-time reigning 
Section IX, Class AA champions.

It was the first win for Kingston Coach Clayton 
Bouton, who spent the past six seasons as the Tigers’ 
JV coach and took over the varsity program this season 
from Emily Williams, who stepped away because she 
is having twins.

The Tigers were 13-2 overall in 2018, with a perfect 
7-0 record in league play. They’ve already matched last 
year’s loss total, and after the Warwick win they’re 1-2 

on the young season.
Kingston kicked off their 2019 campaign with a 12-7 

loss to non-league visitor Bethlehem on Wednesday, 
March 27. Caroline Wise scored five goals and assisted 
on two others for Bethlehem. Avery Jones (three goals), 
Paige Halladay (two goals, two assists), Lauran Liker 
(two goals, assist) and Lindsay Ayers (two assists).

The Tigers played well in the opener, but were 
outmatched by their Section II opponent — a familiar 
refrain for a program which traditionally dominates 
in its own section but has had its share of difficulty 
against others. 

Prizzi scored three goals against Bethlehem to lead 
Kingston, with Nardi (two goals), Kailey Cook (goal, 
assist), Reiley Fitzgerald (goal) and Montalto (assist) 
also pitched in. Perry stopped eight shots on goal on 
a busy afternoon.

The Tigers hit the road against non-league oppo-
nent North Rockland on Sunday, March 31, and the 
road retaliated, as Kingston fell 10-2. No box score 
was available. North Rockland ended the Tigers’ 2018 
season with a 17-3 loss in a regional final last June.

The Tigers have six seniors on their 2019 team, 
including defenders Juliana Sickler and Rachel Cook, 

goalkeeper Perry, and reserves Sabrina Browning, Jay-
na Cherny and Gannon Riley. Nardi, Fitzgerald, Bridgie 
Loughlin, Emily Hakim, Gianna Worthington, Larkin 
Uhl, Victoria Quick and Julia Helm are all juniors 
on the squad. Kingston also has three sophomores 
(Schatzel, Montalto, Kailey Cook) and six freshmen 
(Prizzi, Arianna Burns, Donatello DeCicco, Julianne 
Louie, Hannah Timbrouck, Grace Uhl).

The Tigers next host non-league opponent Valley 
Central on Thursday, April 4, followed by a trip to 
Highland two days later. Their first league matchup 
is slated for Tuesday, April 9 when Monroe-Woodbury 
comes to Dietz Stadium.

PHYLLIS McCABE

HS freshman Arianna Burns is guarded by Warwick player Erin Flannery.

SPORTS

SPRING
CLEAN UP!
CLEARING AWAY LEAVES, 

BRANCHES & CLUTTER

HAULING AWAY DEBRIS

RE-EDGING AND  
CLEANING GARDEN BEDS

RE-SEEDING

PRUNING

845.399.3186

All for one.
Visit Hudson Valley One and read the best of what 
Ulster Publishing has to offer. Check it out at: 
hudsonvalleyone.com.
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KINGSTON TIMES
EDITORIAL

Focus on infrastructure
While fixing roads and bridges may not be a head-

line-grabbing item, it is one of the most important 
things our local government must do to power our 
economy and ensure public safety. Politicians in 
Washington continue to debate the merits of a $22 
billion dollar wall at our southern border, yet our local 
infrastructure is failing us. 

A recent report from the New York State Comp-
troller estimates that we would need $27.4 billion to 
repair all of our locally owned bridges statewide. In 
Ulster County, nearly 20 percent of our bridges are 
considered “structurally deficient.” Only Erie County, 
with a population more than five times the size of 
Ulster County, has more insufficient bridges.

As county executive, I will take every pothole and 
rusty bridge seriously because I know how much it 
affects our daily lives. In 2019, our county government 
will invest nearly $25 million in infrastructure related 
projects. Looking forward, I will continue to expand 
upon the “Building a Better Ulster County” program 
and work with our schools, mayors and town supervi-
sors to identify infrastructure challenges in every part 
of our county that still need to be addressed. We will 
take a collaborative team approach, partnering closely 
with our municipalities to find ways where we can 
improve our public projects to save time and money.

It is also important that we incorporate new 
technologies in our infrastructure that adhere to high 
environmental standards and that prepare us for the 
ever increasing extreme weather conditions that we 
continue to see. I will continue the important infra-
structure work that has recently been completed and 
my administration will ensure that generations will 
benefit from these investments.

Now more than ever, the 180,000 people of Ulster 
County are counting on our local government to step 
up and take action. I pledge that in my administration 
we won’t let partisan politics stop us from plowing our 
roads and fixing our bridges.

Pat Ryan
Gardiner

(Editor’s note: The writer is a candidate for the April 
30 special election for county executive.)

I’m on Team Einstein
I recently asserted that Albert Einstein proved the 

impossibility of physical harm from radio waves in his 
1905 article “On a Heuristic Viewpoint Concerning 
the Production and Transformation of Light.” This 
assertion was rebutted with the absurd statement 
that Einstein’s findings only apply to visible light. Like 
most disinformation circulated by anti-vaxxers, flat-
Earthers and climate change denialists, this rebuttal 
is preposterous nonsense. Visible light is a part of 

the electromagnetic spectrum. The only distinction 
between light and radio (the transmission medium 
for cell phones, wireless routers, and smart meters) 
is their frequency. Light’s is higher.

Einstein showed that there is a frequency threshold 
under which ionization does not occur. Ionization 
refers to electrons being dislodged from their orbits; 
this is the physical process by which DNA mutates and 
cancer cells are formed. In his paper, Einstein showed 
that red light was insufficient to cause ionization in 
metal, whereas higher frequency colors could dislodge 

The dangers of allowing 
assisted suicide
A

ssemblyman Kevin Cahill did well 
when he voted against previous bills to 
legalize assisted suicide in New York. 
Assisted suicide bills are inherently dis-
criminatory and they make for dangerous 

public policy that puts a great number of vulnerable 
people at risk of deadly harm through mistakes, abuse 
and coercion.

On Dec. 30, 2017, my husband and the love of my 
life, JJ Hanson, passed 
away from terminal brain 
cancer. He was only 36 
years old. Throughout 
his life, JJ served other 
people. He was a volun-
teer fireman, a Marine 
Corps war veteran, he 
served New York state 
under governors Spitzer 
and Patterson, and he 
was the Budget Director of Ulster County. And after 
JJ was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer in 2014, 
he joined the Patients Rights Action Fund, devoting 
his final days to protecting vulnerable patients from 
the legalization of assisted suicide.

Before JJ died, I promised him that I would con-
tinue to share his story and fight to protect terminal 
patients like him from the legalization of assisted 
suicide.

After a seizure unexpectedly sent JJ to the hospital 
in May 2014, we were told that he had Glioblastoma 
Multiforme (GBM) — the deadliest form of brain 
cancer. The neurosurgeon said it was inoperable, and 
gave JJ four months to live. Three different doctors 
told us there was nothing we could do.

In an instant, JJ, our 1-year-old son and I went 
from living the American dream to living a nightmare.

But thankfully, we didn’t listen to those doctors 
or that grim prognosis. JJ had great success with 
treatment.

JJ outlived his prognosis by three years, three 
months and 18 days. His motto became, “Every Day 
is a Gift” — and it truly was. During those three years 
our son created priceless memories with JJ and we 
welcomed a second son into the world. We would have 
missed out on so much if JJ had been offered — and 
had accepted — assisted suicide.

If this legislation was legal in New York when JJ 
was diagnosed, he could have requested and had lethal 
medication on his nightstand. This thought is par-
ticularly scary when considering that during his fifth 
month of treatment JJ was struggling physically and 
emotionally, and he questioned if life was worth living.

“Am I too much of a burden to my family?”
“Is this worth it?”

“Would it be easier for everyone if I just ended 
my life?”

He thought about it. He considered it. But JJ didn’t 
end his life then. If he had assisted suicide pills with 
him in those darkest moments, though, he might have 
taken them. And you can’t undo that.

A few weeks later when JJ was feeling better 
and his cancer was in remission, he told me what he 
needed during those dark moments was help, not 

assisted suicide. The ex-
perience made JJ realize 
that these laws abandon 
vulnerable patients who 
can experience periods of 
depression at any point 
following their diagnosis.

We’ll never know how 
many patients were de-
pressed when they took 
the lethal medication 

because no one is required to follow-up with patients 
once they receive the prescription. How many people 
prematurely end their lives through assisted suicide 
that could have gone on to live months, years, and 
decades longer?

Having worked in local and state government, JJ 
also understood that assisted suicide laws are im-
possible to safely regulate and, no matter how many 
supposed “safeguards” these laws include, vulnerable 
people will be put at risk when suicide becomes a 
medical treatment.

These laws also result in less choice for some pa-
tients because they create perverse incentives for health 
insurance companies to deny patients coverage for the 
care they deserve and offer assisted suicide instead. 
It has happened in Oregon, the state where assisted 
suicide has been legal the longest in the U.S., and it 
has started happening in states that recently passed 
assisted suicide legislation, like California.

When JJ met with Assemblyman Cahill in 2016, 
he outlined why assisted suicide is bad public policy, 
urging him not to focus on an individual patient when 
he voted on this legislation, but consider instead the 
way that assisted suicide injects governmental pres-
sure and profit-driven health insurance decisions into 
everyone’s end of life choices.

I urge Assemblyman Cahill to work on improving 
multidisciplinary end of life care, rather than advancing 
this dangerous public policy. Assisted suicide leaves 
a great many with suicide as the only “treatment” to 
which they have equal access. 

 Kristen Hanson is a New Yorker and Community 
Relations Advocate with the Patients Rights Action 
Fund, an organization that opposes assisted suicide.

COMMENTARY
Kristen Hanson

IF HE HAD ASSISTED SUICIDE 
PILLS WITH HIM IN THOSE 
DARKEST MOMENTS, THOUGH, 
HE MIGHT HAVE TAKEN THEM. 
AND YOU CAN’T UNDO THAT.
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IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Where the heart is
“E

viction,” derived from the Latin 
word evictus means being subjugated or 
conquered by judicial means. It’s a harsh 
word. Eviction from a home is not a happy 
event. Eviction is no neutral institution, 

not a simple misunderstanding in a contract between 
two parties. Especially in poor neighborhoods, evic-
tion is a process that often binds poor and rich people 
together in mutual dependence and struggle, writes 
sociologist and field anthropologist Matthew Desmond 
in his 2016 book Evicted.  

Most of the poor people Desmond lived with in 
Milwaukee a decade ago spent 70 or 80 percent of 
their incomes on housing. Since it was impossible 
for them to live on what was left over after that, they 
had to have a side hustle, legal or not, to supplement 
their income, or they had to have the ability to bor-
row the money from somewhere. Or they had to fall 
behind in their rent and eventually get evicted. The 
last is what happens increasingly to the very poor in 
today’s America.

You might think that the landlord part of the 
contractual landlord-tenant relationship — the rich 
end — might be defensive talking to a stranger about 
their occupation. Not all landlords. When the young 
white researcher and college professor Desmond 
moved into a Milwaukee rooming house, his black 
roommate Woo told landlord Sherrena Tarver that 
Desmond was working on a book about landlords and 
tenants. After interviewing Tarver, Desmond made his 
pitch. He wanted to be kind of like her apprentice, he 
said. His goal was to walk in [her] shoes as closely as 
possible, he said to her.

Sherrena, an entrepreneurial black woman, was all 
in. She told Desmond she was in love with her work 
and proud of it, too. She wanted people to know “what 
landlords had to go through,” to share her world with 
a wider public that rarely stopped to consider it. And 
she did share.

Desmond tagged along when Sherrena went to a 
meeting of an investment group the next month at the 
Best Western near the airport. The audience consisted 
almost entirely of white guys, predominantly landlords 
but also investors, lawyers and other folks. Guest 
speaker Ken Shields said he had owned and managed 
rooming houses but then had found self-storage, “the 
sweetest spot in the American economy.” Self-storage 
had good cash flow, but best of all “You don’t have the 
people! You just got their stuff!” Shields was a big hit 
with the crowd.

During the question period, there was a discussion 
about garnishing wages. Sherrena asked a question to 
which, Desmond writes, she already knew the answer: 
“How about intercepting their tax refund?” Answer: 
No, only the government can do that.

Her question wasn’t a question, Desmond ex-
plained. It was a message to the audience that Sher-
rena would do anything to get the rent. She wanted 
to convey to the white landlords and investors that 
there was money to be made in the poor, mostly black 
neighborhoods, and that for the right price she would 
be their broker to black Milwaukee. After the meeting, 
many of the landlords gave her their business cards.

This condensed saga from the book is unusual in 
that it involves the story of a landlord and not a tenant. 
Most of the narrative in Evicted is about the tenant end. 
They’re about the folks who suffer the pain and anguish 

of their poverty and experience the 
frustration of not ever being able to 
dig themselves out of the financial 
hole to which their limited incomes 
have consigned them. 

Two community organiza-
tions formed in the past year 
will be meeting in Kingston in 

April. The Kingston Tenants Union 
will meet at 122 Clinton Avenue 
on Tuesday, April 16 at 7 p.m. The 
main topic will be how to document 
repairs. And the Ulster County Real 
Estate Investors Group, formed last 
October, will meet at the Artbar Gal-
lery at 674 Broadway on Thursday, 
April 25 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

According to the Kingston 
city governmental calendar, three 
meetings are scheduled as part of 
the continuing series of hearings 
on housing. On Monday, April 29 at 
6:30 p.m. the developer community 
will be heard. On Wednesday, May 
1 at 6:30 p.m. the meeting subject 
will be homelessness and housing 
insecurity. And on Wednesday, May 
29 at the same time the focus will 
be on policy advocacy. 

Current research by the Kingston Tenants Union 
is compiled from lists of foreclosures by the Ulster 
County sheriff published by the Kingston Landlords 
Association. The data is available for every eviction 
completed in Ulster County for whatever reason since 
2007. According to KTU organizer Alex Panagiotopo-

lous, there are 6200 names on the lists. He said there 
was no way to get one’s name removed from them. 
KTU, which advocates for universal rent control in 
New York State, is concerned that having one’s name 
on a list of evictees can make it harder for people to 
get new employment or a new apartment. 

Started at Princeton by Desmond and colleagues, 
the Eviction Lab is in the very early stages of gath-
ering eviction rates and others by community. It has 
some problems of methodology, but will evolve over 
time. The fragmentary 2016 results so far, including 
a limited number of mid-size and small cities in the 
Hudson Valley, show Poughkeepsie in the top position 
in the state with a 2.76 percent eviction rate, followed 
by Hudson at 1.09, Middletown with 0.95, Newburgh 
at 0.83, Beacon at 0.64, Port Jervis at 0.51, Peekskill 
at 0.33, Mount Vernon at 0.19 and White Plains at 
0.11. Since departure settlements are more common 
in many communities than formal evictions are, these 
figures should be viewed with more than a single grain 
of salt. Data for Kingston was not yet available on the 
Eviction Lab website.

Though there are plenty of statistics in 
Evicted, most in the 72 pages of scholarly notes 
at the end, much of the text reads like a novel. 

It’s non-fiction, though. All quotations were digitally 
recorded, and only the names of the characters were 
changed to protect their privacy. Matt Desmond ex-
plains his research methods and the techniques he 
used to capture as much of real life as was realistically 
possible.

In Milwaukee, Desmond once lent a few dollars “for 
trash bags” to a young woman who bought drugs with 
the money instead. Woo called Desmond up angry. 
“They think because you not like us, because you not 

from around here, that they can 
just come at you like that,” Woo 
said. “I’m about to go down there 
and tell them to give you your 
fucking money back.” The young 
woman came back contrite and 
handed him the money.

Desmond felt terrible. He 
didn’t ask where she got the 
money.

“You’re too protective of me,” 
Desmond complained to Woo.

Woo, leaning over the sink 
washing dishes shirtless, took 
on the father-to-son voice he 
reserved for moments like this. 
“You suburbs, we ‘hood,” he be-
gan. “And you came down here, 
taking a chance on living in the 
‘hood with me. And that was 
a real honor for me, and I felt 
responsible for you. I ain’t let 
nothing happen to you.”

Desmond’s a writer. He has 
a good eye for the accumulation 
of detail. He quotes noted ethno-
graphic anthropologist Clifford 
Geerts as observing that folks in 
his trade have to be able to con-
vince readers that they have “been 
there.” “Persuading us [readers] 
that this offstage miracle has 
occurred is where the writing 
comes in,” wrote Geerts. 

The richness, the depth of 
detail, and the psychological 
and social insight in Desmond’s 

writing convince us that he has been there. He’s a real 
craftsman.

Evicted won the Pulitzer Prize for non-fiction and 
the National Book Award in 2016, and its author 
received one of the MacArthur Foundation’s “genius” 
grants.

MICHAEL KIENITZ

Above, author Matthew Desmond; 

right, Adam and Eve being evicted 

from the Garden of Eden.

electrons.
Again, all visible light travels at a higher frequency 

than radio waves. If radio frequencies cause cancer, 
the same must be true of the color green.

Jeremy Donelson
Hurley

Equal Pay Day
According to laws already on the books, Equal Pay 

Day for all women should be December 31. But it’s not. 
The average woman must work far into the next year to 
earn what the average man earned the previous year. 

It takes until April 2 for women who work full-
time to catch up with their male counterparts; Mom’s 
equal pay compared to Dad’s happens on June 10; 

black women reach parity on August 22; and equal 
pay day for Latinas is observed on Nov. 20. There are 
wide wage gaps among Asian women, so some catch 
up by March 5 but others not until mid-July.

The wage gap starts at the beginning of a woman’s 
career and multiples over time. Indeed, right out of 
college, women experience a 7 percent wage gap. 
Females are often pushed into lower paying jobs and 
job titles that allow women to be paid less for substan-
tially equal work. The pay gap can begin even earlier 
as teens. According to a 2018 analysis, boys earn on 
average twice what girls earn for chores.

Collectively women in New York State lose $17 
billion a year due to the pay gap. This hurts women 
and their families, but it also hurts the communities 
they support: local businesses are hurt through lost 

sales, as are local schools and governments that depend 
upon sales tax and property tax dollars to fund the 
programs and the infrastructure those communities 
need to exist.

Change needs to happen but there is good news. Our 
state legislature and governor have the opportunity to 
pass game-changing laws this session. And, Congress 
may finally move forward on common-sense reform. 
That will only happen if we all speak out, contact our 
elected representatives, and call for equal pay for all 
New York women, now.

Cynthia Bell
President, League of Women Voters Mid-Hudson Region 

Ruby
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Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Easter Bread Pastries Easter Egg Cakes   

Cakes Cookies Hot Cross Buns   

8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues - Sat: 7a-5p Sunday: 7a-2p • Closed Monday

Honoring Bob Siracusano of Sawyer Motors as 
this year’s Autism Awareness Advocate of the Year

Chaired by Scott Herrington of SavOn Party Rental, 
and produced by Tim and Laurel Sweeney 

of Stone Ridge Wines and Spirits
Join us for a celebration of Spanish wine and cuisine, as we take a gastronomic tour 
that unites the culinary skills of The Château with the masters of wine knowledge and 
lore from Stone Ridge Wine and Spirits. Cocktail hour with Spanish tapas, raffle and 
live auctions, a full dinner with select wines.
Come and celebrate A Taste of Spain, while supporting life-changing programs and 
services for children with autism.
Tickets are $100 for this Spanish wine and dine experience. Make your reservation 
TODAY: 

www.centerforspectrumservices.org

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

THEY’RE GETTING READY FOR SPRING. ARE YOU?
10% off end-of-winter work*

Quality. Respect. Trust.
What does your contractor sell?

Keith Hughes, Jr.  (845) 251-1114  (845) 331-6782
Serving Ulster, Dutchess, Greene & Albany Counties

10%% oooffffffffffffffff end o10%% oooffffffffffffffffffffffff end o
*Expires 4/30/19

4TH GENERATION
OF EXPERIENCE

HAPPY SPRING!
NOW SCHEDULING 

NEW POOL INSTALLATIONS 
AND POOL OPENINGS.

PHYLLIS McCABE

AT THE CATSKILL GREAT OUTDOORS EXPO at the Best Western last Saturday, Ivy Helffrich, 9, of Kings-

ton, feeds a one-week-old goat from Dirty Girl Cheese Farm in Andes, while Freja Ermer, 12, of Rosendale, and 

Jules Helffrich of Kingston look on.

Ruminating with 
the ruminants

Budget tweaks coming
The Saugerties village budget is close to complete, 

trustee Vincent Buono announced Monday, March 18. 
“We do have to tweak it here and there, but we’re pretty 
close to where we were last year, with the budget” said 
Buono at the regular meeting of the village board. “We 
anticipate no increase in taxes, so that’s a good thing.”

He added, however, that there was still some work 
to be done on the budget, “so stand by.”

Clintondale fire kills woman
A 49-year-old married mother of two was killed 

in an early afternoon fire on March 27, which also de-
stroyed the family home and two dogs. An estimated 
60 firefighters from seven companies fought the blaze 
or were on standby to assist. State police spokesman 
Steven Nevel said Theresa Korzeniecki had already died 
by the time she was discovered in what was left of her 
Crescent Avenue home. The fire, which appears to have 
been electrical in nature and started in the wall behind 
the refrigerator, has not been deemed suspicious.

Korzeniecki is survived by her husband Brian and 
their two children, Brian and Marissa, both high school 
students in Highland. A crowdfunding campaign had 
raised nearly $34,000 as of Sunday. The campaign was 
started by Highland High School teacher Josh Tatum.

TERENCE P WARD

Sawyer parties mull slates
The Saugerties Republican Party is set this week 

to make its choices for candidates for two open town 
board seats and for town supervisor. For town board, 
the committee plans to endorse Mike Ivino and current 
village board member Vince Buono; for supervisor, 
they support Paul Andreassen. It was unknown at 
press time if there would be nominations from the 
floor challenging the committee’s choices. 

For local county legislature races, the committee 
plans to support Mary Wawro for District 1, Al Bruno 
for District 2 and Dean Fabiano for District 3.

The Saugerties Democratic Committee has decided 
to hold a primary this year, on June 25, rather than 
their tradition caucus meeting, to determine which 
candidates for town supervisor, the town council and 
the county legislature will appear on the Democratic 
line in the November general election. Both current 
town supervisor Fred Costello Jr. and challenger Paul 
Andreassen are not enrolled in a party, though both 
are seeking the Democratic line. 

COUNTY NOTES


