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CITY GOVERNMENT

Needed changes or a panel purge?
Landmarks commission departures may be linked 
to Kingstonian plan, activists say  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A 
shakeup at a city commis-

sion charged with maintain-
ing Kingston’s historic charac-
ter has led to two resignations 
from other volunteer boards, 

and accusations that the changes are part 

of a politically motivated purge to help 
clear the way for a major building project 
in Uptown Kingston.

The replacement of two members of 
the Historic Landmarks Preservation 
Commission comes one month after the 

volunteer body sought to weigh in with 
concerns about the impact of the pro-
posed Kingstonian retail, residential and 
parking project in the heart of the city’s 
historic Stockade District.

“I can’t read [Mayor Steve Noble’s] 

mind,” said former HLPC member Ma-
rissa Marvelli this week. “But it was clear 
that his staff, specifically [City Planner] 
Suzanne Cahill did not want to work with 

A note to our readers

The city planning board’s 

public hearing on the Kingsto-
nian project, set for Wednes-
day, April 10, occurred too late 

for this week’s print edition. We’ll have our 
story about it up on our website, hudson-
valleyone.com, as soon as we can and it 
will appear in next week’s print edition.

CITY GOVERNMENT

Tough times for tenants
Evictions happening in Kingston at rate not 
seen since Great Recession  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A
s affordable housing 

issues take center stage in 
Kingston with a series of pub-
lic hearings and heated debate 
over a major market-rate 

apartment complex being pitched for the 
heart of Uptown Kingston, a local activist 
group has published a study arguing that 
evictions in the city are reaching rates not 
seen since the housing crisis a decade ago.

The study, prepared by Kingston 

Creative own-
er and housing 
advocate Alex 
Panagiotopou-
los, aligns with 
o t h e r  d a t a 
showing that 
an increasing 
proportion of 
Ulster County residents are having diffi-
culty keeping up with rising rents.

Panagiotopoulos compiled the survey 
using data from Kingston Landlord Sup-
port, a website founded in 2008 to assist 
local landlords by identifying tenants with 
a history of evictions. The website uses 

information culled from Ulster County 
courts, the Ulster County Sheriff ’s Office 
and the City of Kingston’s Building and 
Safety Division.

Panagiotopoulos’ analysis found that 
countywide evictions have risen by 57 
percent since 2013. Last year, there were 
676 evictions in Ulster County — an all-
time high. So far in 2019 there have been 

130 evictions. 
Panagiotopou-
los’ study con-
cludes that, if 
that pace con-
tinues, 2019 
will end with 
780 evictions. 
In Kingston in 
2018, evictions 

rose 32.25 over the previous year, reaching 
a total of 210. That number, the study 
indicates, equals city’s eviction rate in 
2010 at the height of the Great Recession.

“I think the data really confirms what 
renters have been saying,” said Panag-

‘How can you control rents 
when the cost of everything 
else is going up around you?’ 
— Bob Dittus, retired landlord

ELECTION 2019

Off to 
the races
Ellen DiFalco 
running for mayor; 
primary for Dems in 
Ward 5  BY JESSE J. SMITH

M
ayor Steve Noble and 

two of the city’s nine in-
cumbent aldermen will 
face a re-election chal-
lenge in November. In 

June, meanwhile, a three-way primary 
will determine the Democratic nominee 
for an open seat on the Common Council.

Currently, Democrats hold all 11 elect-
ed offices in city government. A February 
nominating convention of the Kingston 
Republican Committee failed to yield a 
single candidate for any of the posts. But 
four candidates met an April 4 deadline 
to file nominating petitions seeking the 
GOP line in November’s elections.

Ellen DiFalco will run on the Repub-
lican and Independence lines against 
Noble. DiFalco is a former clerk of the 
Ulster County Legislature; she also served 
as confidential secretary to Mayor Shayne 
Gallo. Gallo was defeated by Noble in 

PHYLLIS MCCABE

Ellen DiFalco.

A DEMONSTRATOR HOLDS A SIGN at a rally at City Hall preceding Wednesday night’s planning board hearing on the 

Kingstonian project. About 40 gathered outside City Hall to call for more affordable housing, both for the proposed Uptown 

project and in Kingston as a whole. The hearing itself took place in Common Council chambers packed with those both for 

and against the proposal.

(PHYLLIS MCCABE) 

The 
great 
debate
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POLICE BRIEFS

TOWN OF ULSTER

Montalvo fired
Woman in Walmart 
incident canned from 
job at The Arc of Ulster-
Greene  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A
n East Kingston woman who report-

ed an incident of racial harassment at a 
Town of Ulster Walmart has been fired 
from her job because of language she used 
in the aftermath of the alleged incident.

Kristin Montalvo said that she shopping for gro-
ceries with her husband and two daughters on April 7 
when a man approached her and said, “Is this a Mexico 
market?” Montalvo said that when she confronted the 
man over the remark, he repeated the statement and 
told her, “It’s freedom of speech, I can say whatever I 
want to whoever I want.”

Following the confrontation, Montalvo recorded 
video on her cell phone as she followed the uniden-

tified man through and out of the store while loudly 
and at times profanely berating him over the remark. 
Montalvo later reported the incident to Ulster town 
police who told her that they could not make an arrest 
since the man did not appear 
to have broken any law. Video 
of the incident was posted on 
the Facebook page of the local 
social justice activist group 
Rise Up Kingston, where it 
garnered thousands of views. 
But among those who saw 
it were, apparently, Montal-
vo’s employers at The Arc of 
Ulster-Greene. Montalvo is 
employed as a program spe-
cialist at the Pecora Center, a 
day program for adults with 
intellectual disabilities. 

Montalvo said that two 
days after the video was 
posted, she was called into 
a supervisor’s office and in-
formed that she was being 
let go, based on the language 
and behavior portrayed in the video. Montalvo said 
that her supervisor did not go into detail. But, at one 
point during the video she calls the man a “retard.”

In a prepared statement, The Arc of Ulster-Greene 
confirmed that Montalvo was fired because of her ac-
tions at Walmart. “It was very unfortunate what was 
said to Kristin and the Arc of Ulster Greene does not 

endorse any type of disrespectful 
or hateful language being used by 
people,” wrote Arc spokeswoman 
Lori McCabe. “That being said … 
we will not tolerate any employee 
of our organization to refer to 
anyone using a derogatory term 
that we have fought decades to 
be removed from all vocabulary.”

Montalvo said she thinks it’s 
unfair that she was fired for an 
angry outburst while she was 
not on duty or wearing anything 
identifying her as an Arc em-
ployee. Montalvo said shortly 
before her termination, she had 
been praised by fellow employees 
for engaging with clients at the 
Pecora Center.

“I shouldn’t have used that 
word. I said it out of anger, be-

cause I was just so mad at this guy who had insulted 
my family,” said Montalvo. “I would never say that to 
anyone at my job or anything like that.”

‘We will not tolerate 
any employee of our 
organization to refer to 
anyone using a derogatory 
term that we have fought 
decades to be removed 
from all vocabulary.’ 
— Lori McCabe, 
communications director, 
The Arc of Ulster-Greene

KINGSTON MEETINGS
Thursday, April 4
5:30 p.m. Ulster County Human Rights Commission, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 244 
Fair St., Kingston

6 p.m. Ulster County Energy & Environmental Com-
mittee, County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder 
Library, 244 Fair St., Kingston

6 p.m. Town of Hurley Rail Trail Committee, Town of 
Hurley Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474

6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Historical Landmarks 
Preservation Commission, City Hall, 420 Broadway, 
call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

7 p.m. Town of Ulster Town Board Workshop, Town 
of Ulster Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 
331-1317

Friday, April 5
1 p.m. Town of Esopus AARP, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Monday, April 8
5 p.m. Ulster County Community Services, 239 Golden 
Hill Ln., Kingston

6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Common Council Housing 
Hearing--Landlords, City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for 
location, Kingston, 331-0080

6:30 p.m. Ulster County Legislative Programs, Edu-
cation & Community Services, SUNY Ulster, Clinton 
Hall, Howard C. St. John Business Seminar Rm., 
Cottekill

6:30 p.m. Ulster  County Board of Health, 239 Golden 
Hill Ln., Kingston

Tuesday, April 9
3:30 p.m. City of Kingston Tree Commission, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

4 p.m. Ulster County Revolving Loan Fund Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 244 
Fair St., Kingston

5 p.m. Ulster County Ways & Means Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 
244 Fair St., Kingston

6 p.m. Ulster County Caucus, County Office Bldg., 
Democrats-6th fl.-Karen L. Binder Library, Repub-
licans-3rd fl.-Surrogates Ct., 244 Fair St., Kingston

7 p.m. Town of Ulster Planning Board, Town of Ulster 
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317

Wednesday, April 10
9 p.m. Ulster County Industrial Development Agency 

Board of Directors, Kingston Center of SUNY Ulster, 
Kingston

1 p.m. Town of Esopus AARP, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, TOE Community Center, 284 Broadway, Port 
Ewen, 339-1811

5:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Climate Action Planning 
Institute, Town of Esopus Town Hall, Community 
Center, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

6 p.m. City of Kingston Planning Board, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

7 p.m. Town of Ulster Zoning Board, Town of Ulster 
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317

7 p.m. Town of Hurley Preservation Committee, Town 
of Hurley Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474

7:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Planning Board, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Thursday, April 11
4 p.m. City of Kingston Board of Fire Commissioners, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080

6 p.m. City of Kingston Zoning Board, City Hall, 420 
Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

7 p.m. Town of Hurley Zoning Board, Town of Hurley 
Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474

7 p.m. Town of Esopus Democrats, Town of Esopus 
Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Monday, April 15
1 p.m. Town of Esopus Seniors, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, community center, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 
339-1811

6 p.m. Town of Hurley Agenda, Town of Hurley Town 
Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474

6 p.m. Ulster County Laws & Rules, Government 
Services Committee, County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen 
L. Binder Library, 244 Fair St., Kingston

6 p.m. Ulster County Trails Advisory Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 
244 Fair St., Kingston

7 p.m. Town of Esopus Parks & Recreation Commit-
tee, Town of Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port 
Ewen, 339-1811

7 p.m. Town of Kingston Planning Board, Town of 
Kingston Town Hall, 906 Sawkill Rd., Kingston, 
336-8835

Saugerties man was 
drunk and had no 
license, police charge

An incident which began with 
anger and peeing in the bushes 
ended in felony charges early 
Sunday morning for a Saugerties 
man.

According to Ulster town 
police, offi cers got a call from a 
local business that a customer 
was belligerent to its employees 

and before leaving, “urinated 
in the shrubbery” outside the 
business. Workers got the 
man’s license plate number and 
shortly before 6 a.m. on April 7 
pulled over and arrested Thomas 
Tommola, 27, of Saugerties. 
According to police, Tommola 
was intoxicated, and was driving 
even though his license had 
been revoked.

Tommola was charged, police 
said, with felony drunken driving 
and fi rst-degree unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle. 

He was also charged with the 
misdemeanors of second-degree 
unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle and operating a motor 
vehicle without an ignition inter-
lock device and the violation of 
disorderly conduct.

Tommola was arraigned in 
Ulster Town Court and sent to 
Ulster County Jail on no bail 
pending a future court appear-
ance.

DAN BARTON

Mystery with bullets 
on Henry Street

The Kingston Police Depart-
ment is investigating a report of 
shots fi red at an occupied Henry 
Street residence on Tuesday 
night. No one was struck or in-
jured in the incident, police said.

Tuesday night at about 11:30 
p.m., police said several people 
reported hearing four shots fi red 
in the Henry Street area. Further 
investigation determined that the 
shots had struck 66 Henry St. The 

residence was occupied but no one 
inside the residence was struck.

Police said the occupants of 
66 Henry Street are cooperating 
and it’s unknown if or why this 
residence was targeted.

Anyone with any information on 
the shooting is asked to call the 
KPD at (845) 331-1671. Those 
wishing to remain anonymous can 
use Tip Line at (845) 331-4499 
or the “Submit-A-Tip” app on the 
Kingston Police Facebook page 
or go to www.tipsubmit.com/
WebTips.aspx.

�Dr. Ayesha Cheema, 
Endocrinologist 

is moving

�
When:
April 1, 2019
Where:
51 Hurley Avenue
Kingston, NY 12401
New Phone Number: 
845-338-2001
New Fax Number: 
845-246-7622

� \4
WHY PRINT?

The record A newspaper can 
be archived and used by future 
generations to learn about 
our time. Web posts are often 
edited several times and rarely 
well archived. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Not your typical office rental
CoWork Kingston offers a place 
for local freelancers and remote workers  BY MARIE PRUITT

Around 2010, coworking spaces 

created a booming industry that today has 
over 5,000 units operating nationwide. 
These communal working environments 
have encouraged people to make their 

own way in this do-it-yourself economy. 
Each space is different, but they all share a common 

purpose: to provide a space for both small companies 
and individuals to work freely, flexibly and affordably 
in a communal workspace that gets them out of their 
home offices and coffee shops. This is no typical office 
rental. These spaces are usually open-air and offer 
amenities like single desks, conference rooms, month-
to-month contracts, and kitchen space. For many, they 
become a home away from home.

Coworking spaces started in the major cities, run by 
chains like WeWork, Industrious and Knotel, but have 
since started to appear in smaller towns, like Beacon, 
Rhinebeck, New Paltz and Kingston. Located at the 
Senate Garage at 8 North Front St., CoWork Kingston 
has opened its doors to small businesses, freelancers, 
remote workers, and content creators of all types. 

Don and Judy Tallerman say they decided to open 
CoWork Kingston because they saw a gap in the mar-
ket. So much of Kingston’s population is young and 
entrepreneurial, and yet have no place to work with 
people like themselves.

The 2010 census ranked Kingston as having the 
fourth highest percentage of workers who work from 
home in the United States, at 8.1 percent. The Taller-
mans think they have tapped into a market that can 
change a growing community for the better.

“Working remotely is becoming more and more 
popular and rather than work out of your house or 
apartment. We wanted to create something in Kingston 
where people could socialize, collaborate, and walk to 
restaurants and bars,” said Don Tallerman.

The company is primarily offering single desks, 
although there is the potential to accommodate small 
companies of two to ten. For $375 per month, renters 
get 24-hour access to the facility. It has wi-fi, a lounge 
area, a full kitchen, and the use of any of multiple 
conference rooms equipped with large tables and pro-
jectors. The Senate Garage’s location right next to the 
Senate House means renters can spend time with the 
Senate House grounds’ Adirondack chairs and picnic 

tables for outdoor meetings or breaks. 
While CoWork Kingston is, at its core, a place to 

work, it offers more than that. Since the desk one rents is 
yours alone, renters are free to make the space their own. 
There are plenty of quiet, comfortable lounge areas and 
the Senate Garage’s steampunkish, Edison lamps-laden 
décor encourages modern creative thinking.

But perhaps most importantly, coworkers are 
surrounded by network of people who are eager to col-
laborate and brainstorm when you need that creative 
boost. “The idea is to create a community of creators … 

so that we might have website designers, copywriters, 
coders … because that’s what a lot of the remote jobs 
are,” said Don Tallerman. “It’s going to be a gathering 
place for the community for independent workers. We 
hope this will become a place where people who are 
working remotely, working as contract employees, can 
be social and network.”

PHYLLIS McCABE

Don and Judy Tallerman.

You are invited to come celebrate at

April 14 Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms, Solemn Eucharist – 10AM 

English 4:30PM Spanish

April 15 Holy Monday
Holy Eucharist 5PM

April 16 Holy Tuesday
Holy Eucharist 5PM

April 17 Holy Wednesday
Holy Eucharist 5PM

April 18 Maundy Thursday
Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper 6:30PM

Night Watch – 8:00PM to Midnight

April 19 Good Friday
Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

12Noon English/3:00PM Spanish

April 20 Holy Saturday
Solemn Liturgy for the Great Vigil of Easter 7:30PM

April 21 Easter Sunday
Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Resurrection 

10AM English/4:30 Spanish

Rev. Frank Alagna(845) 332 8610
Rev. Filomena Servellon(914) 649 5241

Holy Week 2019
OLD DUTCH CHURCH
Wall & Main Sts, Kingston • 338-6759 • Rev. Dr. Renee House

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 18th, 6:30 pm — Passover Supper

RSVP to 338-6759 or info@olddutchchurch.org

GOOD FRIDAY
April 19th, 7:30 pm —  

A Passion According to Matthew
Presented by theatre troupe Dzieci.  

Discussion & refreshments to follow.  
Join us for a light supper at 6:30 pm

EASTER SUNDAY
April 21st, 10:30 am —  

Easter prelude featuring organ & brass 
begins at 10:15 am

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Holy Thursday April 18th — 6:30pm Mass

NO MORNING MASS
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper — 6:30 pm

The devotional visits at the Local Churches.  
Adoration until 11:00pm. 

Here in St. Mary ~ St Peter’s Church
Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday) 

— April 19th  NO MORNING MASS
Outside Stations of the Cross are prayed 2pm.  

Beginning at lower Broadway (Savona’s Rest.) and 
continuing up Broadway to the Church.

Good Friday Service — 3pm
Stations of the Cross — 7pm

Holy Saturday — NO MORNING MASS
Easter Vigil — 8pm St. Mary

Easter Vigil at 8pm St. Peter (Bilingual)
Easter Sunday — April 21st

9:30am St. Mary  |  9:30am St. Peter
11:00am St. Mary (Spanish)

Reformed Church of Port Ewen
160 Salem St., Port Ewen, New York

Easter Services
Maundy Thursday 7:30 p.m. 

at Methodist Church, 151 W. Main St., Port Ewen

Good Friday 7:30 p.m. 
at Reformed Church of Port Ewen

Easter Sunrise Worship 6:15 a.m.
at Freer Park 

followed by Continental Breakfast at RCPE

Easter Worship 10:00 a.m.
at Reformed Church of Port Ewen

(nursery available for 10 a.m. service)

All are welcome!
Handicap accessible.

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST? CALL 845-246-8720

SERVING 
ULSTER & ALL 
SURROUNDING

COUNTIES 

INSTALLATIONS • .032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
COPPER WORK • FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE

Fully Insured • Over 30 Years Experience
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BRIEFLY NOTED
Movies at Mall will 
open next week

The wait is almost over: 
According to a representative of 
Owosso, Michigan-based Neigh-
borhood Cinema Group (NCG 
Cinema), the new luxury seating 
cinema at the Hudson Valley 
Mall will open for business on 
Friday, April 19. Though screen-
ing information was unavailable 
as of press time, the opening is 
scheduled just one day after an 
offi cial ribbon cutting ceremony 
will take place.

In August 2018, Regal Cin-
emas shuttered its 12-screen 
theater in the Hudson Valley 
Mall, leaving the immediate area 
without a fi rst-run cinema for the 
fi rst time in decades. In January, 
Coles H. Doyle of the market-
ing and operations divisions of 
Hudson Valley Mall owner Hull 
Property Group, confi rmed in an 
e-mail that a new theater would 
soon take its place.

“The theater is being trans-
formed into a luxury seating 
theater with new amenities and 

will open this spring as NCG The-
ater, which will be a signifi cant 
improvement,” said Doyle.

The location in the Hudson 
Valley Mall will be the fi rst for 
NCG, which has locations in 
Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and its home state of 
Michigan.

CRISPIN KOTT

Route 209 closing 
for miniseries

The fi rst round in a series of 
brief road closures on Route 209 
related to the fi lming of an HBO 
series is set to take place later 
this month. The closures are due 
to fi lming of a miniseries based 
on Wally Lamb’s best-selling 
1998 novel I Know This Much is 
True.

Earlier this year, the Ulster 
Town Board backed a request by 
HBO to shut down four miles of 
Route 209 between Sawkill Road 
and Route 28 to accommodate 
fi lming of scenes set several 
decades ago. Because the fi lm 
is a period piece, the closure will 
affect traffi c in both directions to 
ensure a 21st century automobile 

doesn’t fi nd its way into scenes 
set in the mid-20th century.

The closures will occur on 
Monday, April 22 and Tuesday, 
April 23 from around 5 a.m. until 
7 p.m., with the understanding 
that if fi lming is completed earlier 
than the end time, the roads 
would open earlier. The produc-
tion is working with the state 
Department of Transportation to 
install portable variable message 
signs indicating the closure, as 
well as detours along Sawkill 
Road.

The miniseries, set to star local 
favorite Mark Ruffalo as a pair 
of troubled identical twins, takes 
place over several decades in the 
20th century. Ruffalo, perhaps 
best known for his portrayal of 
physicist Bruce Banner, a.k.a. 
the Hulk, in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe fi lm series and a sup-
porter of many local causes, will 
also co-produce the miniseries. 
The production is also shooting 
on location in Poughkeepsie and 
other Dutchess spots.

The scene as described by 
the production for April 22 and 
23 involves “a school bus taking 
kids on a school fi eld trip is 

pulled over on the shoulder of the 
interstate when it is discovered 
a kid is locked in the bathroom. 
Period cars driving by, possibly 
in both directions. Possibly one 
direction.”

Closures are also planned for 
Monday, June 3 and Thursday, 
August 1: “Our hero characters, 
both played by Ruffalo on two dif-
ferent days, pull over on the [sic] 

interstate. Period cars driving by. 
Stunt: An actor runs across both 
(sides) of the highway and medi-
an and ends up in a fi eld nearby. 
Stunt: A daydream in which one 
of the brothers is hit by a car. 
Ideally looking for a stretch that 
we could drive on for 3-5 minutes 
before the pullover.”

CRISPIN KOTT

Faith Dowley.

Dowley sings in 
Pittsburgh

Kingston High School junior 
Faith Marie Dowley was selected 
to perform in the 2019 NAFME 
All-Eastern Honors Ensembles 
last weekend in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The soprano, whose music teach-
er is Lawrence Lohman and vocal 
coach is Alex Perry, was one of 
780 music students from the 
region invited to take part.

Dowley is a member of the 
KHS Choir and participated in the 
NYSSMA area all-state concert, 
as well as the all-state confer-
ence in Rochester in December. 
She is the only choir student to 
be accepted into the All-Eastern 
Conference in several years.

COMMUNITY

A family’s experiences
Irene and Doug Lawson talk about their lives as African-American locals  BY LYNN WOODS

I
rene Lawson grew up in Ponckhockie, 

graduated from Kingston High School in 1951, 
and after attending nursing school became Kings-
ton Hospital’s first African-American nurse. 
Her husband, Joe Lawson, ran a barbershop on 

lower Broadway until urban renewal encroached on 
the area, and he moved the business to a building he 
bought on Broadway in Midtown (it’s now a gallery 
and events space called The Idea Garden).

Joe Lawson was a pivotal figure in the community, 
who also worked in the city assessor’s office and later as 
the recreational director of the Rondout Neighborhood 
Center. He knew everyone.

In numerous ways the Lawsons, who raised their 
three sons in a house on Foxhall Avenue in a predom-
inantly white neighborhood, bridged Kingston’s racial 
divide. But racism’s spectre often raised its head in 
forms that, though occasionally covert, were always 
painful. Irene and Joe overcame the prejudice and 
personal obstacles confronting their family not only 

to make successful careers but also to inspire the com-
munity. Now advanced in years, but still vivacious and 
youthful-looking, Irene, who lives with her son Doug 
and his wife in Uptown Kingston, recently spoke to 
me about what it was like growing up, working and 
raising a family in Kingston as an African-American. 
Doug, who works for the Hyde Park school district, 
contributed to the conversation, sharing his experience 
and outlining the ways racism persists to this day —
with a suggestion on how to combat it. 

Kingston Times: Irene, where were you born? What 
are your roots in Kingston?
Irene: I was born in Glasco in a home birth. My 
mother was 15 when she started her family, which 
consisted of four of us. We moved to Kingston when 
I was five years old, where I went to Number 4 School 
[it was subsequently torn down by urban renewal]. I 
was raised by my grandmother and grandfather, who 
worked at the brickyard. My grandmother came from 

the South and had moved to the area in the early part 
of the 20th century. 

KT: Was your neighborhood integrated?
Irene: Yes, and it was fine when I was in grammar 
school. But when I went to Kingston High School some 
of the Caucasian girls were not so friendly. Before that, 
I can remember going to Hasbrouck Park and the 
white kids would not allow us to swim in the pool (at 
that time the parks all had pools) because they said 
the black color of our skin would come off. We would 
swim at Kingston Beach, and when we lived in Glasco 
my mom would take us to the creek to swim. 

KT: Do you think you got a good education?
Irene: Yes, and in fact up through high school I had 
perfect attendance, but I was never recognized for that. 
I never received the certificate they would normally give 
out to reward a student. One time, when the principal 
saw me walking out in the hallway, he chastised me, 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Irene Lawson and her son Doug.
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Egg hunt Saturday 
at Forsyth

The Junior League of Kingston 
will hold its Spring Egg Hunt Sat-
urday, April 13 from 10 a.m.-noon 
at the Forsyth Park and Nature 
Center on Lucas Avenue. Activi-
ties at the rain-or-shine event in-
clude a continuous egg hunt, arts 
and crafts, face time and pics 
with the Easter Bunny and face 
painting. Free parking available in 
the Dietz Stadium lot.

Bone up on dog trivia
Who was the most recent ca-

nine to occupy the White House? 
Who was the fi rst dog in outer 
space? What breed was Rin Tin 
Tin?

If you have the answers — or 
want to know them — Dog Trivia 
Night at the beautiful Capital 
Tavern in Kingston for an evening 
that combines fun facts, food 
and drink. All proceeds benefi t 
Animals for Adoption (AFA) in Ac-
cord, underwriting its training for 
dogs who support special needs 
children, prisoners, and cancer 
patients.

Dog Trivia Night happens this 

Friday, April 12, from 7-9:30 
p.m. Capital Tavern is located at 
404 Steward Lane, Kingston, at 
Wiltwyck Golf Club. Admission is 
$35 per person, which gets you 
trivia tournament games, appetiz-
ers and a shot at championship 
prizes. Reserve seats in advance 
at (845) 687-7619 or RSVP atan-
imalsforadoption.org. Admission 
also at door. Please arrive in 
teams of four or fi ve, or we are 
happy to assign you to teams. 
The event will be hosted by event 
emcee Brook Garrett and trivia 
master Jay Blotcher. Both are 
longtime AFA supporters.

There will be an array of com-
plimentary appetizers served, as 
well as a cash bar. Capital Tavern 
has a wide variety of beers on 
tap and in the bottle, as well as 
cocktails, spirits, and a dinner 
menu.

Learn more about AFA pro-
grams and services athttp://
www.animalsforadoption.org/

FHK annual meeting 
set for April 28

The Friends of Historic Kings-
ton will hold its annual meeting 
Sunday, April 28 at 2 p.m. in the 

Bethany Hall, Old Dutch Church, 
272 Wall St. (Use side entrance 
on Wall Street.)

The president of the board, 
Jack Braunlein, will give the 
annual report of the organization, 
followed by the keynote address.

The featured guest speaker is 
Susan Stessin-Cohn, New Paltz 
town historian.

Stessin-Cohn will be speaking 
on her newest research and publi-
cation, “In Defi ance: Runaways 
from Slavery in New York’s Hud-
son River Valley: 1735-1831” a 
fascinating glimpse inside the life 
and minds of those who risked 
their lives to self-emancipate.

Stessin-Cohn, former professor 
of social studies education at 
SUNY New Paltz and director of 
education at Historic Huguenot 
Street, is currently the historian 
for the Town of New Paltz. She is 
a recipient of the Bruce Dears-
tyne Award for excellence in the 
educational use of local govern-
ment records; the New York State 
Archives Award for the best use 
of primary local documents in a 
curriculum in the state; and the 
Pride of Ulster County Award for 
research on the Ulster County 

Poorhouse.
For more information, please 

visit www.friendsofhistorickings-
ton.org.

Riverkeeper Day 
of Service

Riverkeeper will host the 
eighth annual Day of Service 
on Saturday, May 4. Volunteers 
all over the state help clean up 
the Hudson River. Experienced 
paddlers are asked to join I 
Paddle New York to clean up the 
Saugerties shoreline by kayak, 
canoe or boat. Meet at Tina Chor-
vas Park at 9 a.m. Volunteers are 
also needed on foot to clean up 
the shorelines of the Saugerties 
Lighthouse. Families and kids 
are welcome. Meet Patrick and 
Anna at the Lighthouse at 9 a.m. 
Registration is required at the 
links provided at www.riverkeeper.
org/sweep or contact Gail Porter 
at (845) 532-7797.

American Association 
of University Women 
spring luncheon

The public is invited to attend 
the annual spring luncheon of the 
American Association of Univer-

sity Women (AAUW) on Saturday, 
May 4 at noon at Reginato Ris-
torante in Lake Katrine. Tickets 
cost $30 for Kingston branch 
members of AAUW and $35 for 
non-members. Reserve tickets by 
mailing a check payable to AAUW 
Kingston branch to Marjorie Bot, 
58 Twin Ponds Drive, Kingston 
NY 12401. Proceeds from ticket 
sales and a 50/50 raffl e will 
be donated for scholarships for 
female students attending local 
colleges. 

Guest speakers will be Dare 
Thompson, president of the 
League of Women Voters of New 
York State and Jean McGarry, 
of the Women Voters of the 
Mid-Hudson Region, who will 
share their views on the election 
process. Reginato Ristorante will 
be available exclusively for this 
event. The restaurant is located 
at 34 Leggs Mill Road in Lake 
Katrine. Include a request for 
a ride, if needed, when mailing 
check for tickets. Please include 
email address to receive notifi -
cation of meal choices. For more 
information, contact Ruth Bean 
at ruthdbean@gmail.com or (845) 
255-5752.

although I wasn’t doing anything wrong.

KT: What made you want to be a nurse?
Irene: I had always wanted to be a nurse because of 
Mrs. Young, who was our school nurse when I was in 
grammar school. She was the sweetest lady, and she 
inspired me.

My best friend and I both wanted to be nurses, so 
we applied to the Kingston Hospital School of Nurs-
ing, but it was clear they didn’t want black nurses or 
black students. My guidance counselor suggested I go 
to Union University School of Nursing, now Albany 
Med, which was an excellent choice because it was the 
number-one nursing school in the state.

KT: How did the Kingston Hospital nursing school 
discourage you?
Irene: They would just look away from you and let 
you know you weren’t wanted.

KT: Did you experience a similar racism at the Union 
University School?
Irene: No. It was a three-year program, and there 
were black students. Interesting enough, I was the 
only black student in my class, and one of the other 
girls became a good friend and we remained friends 
for years. There weren’t any problems ever. There was 
a prince from Africa studying to be a doctor who was 
interested in me. 

KT: What did you do after graduating?
Irene: I applied to Kingston Hospital and got a 
job as an RN. I was the first African-American 
nurse — prior to me there was a black woman 
working there, but she was from another county. 
After I started working there I experienced a lot of 
tension and prejudice, but after a while it worked 
out. It was coming from the staff, not the patients. 
One day, when I was under all this pressure, I snapped 
at this little maid who was working at the hospital and 
was the sweetest thing. She was so hurt — I could see 
it in her eyes — that I snapped out of it and went back 
to being my original self. Because of her, I was able to 
go on. She just gave me strength. I was traveling down 
this dark path, because of the treatment I was receiving. 

Doug: Black people don’t talk about it, but we can 
detect if someone’s racist within 15 seconds of meeting 
them. My mother is very good at it. They wrinkle their 
nose at you, which means disgust. You learn how not 
to react to it. Mom’s a perfect example of that: her tone 
is very even. It’s the qualities one needs to survive in 
that particular environment. You don’t have the luxury 
of showing anger or being upset. You learn to work in 
that hostile environment.

KT: How long did you work there, and what was your 
specialty? 
Irene: I worked there 38 years, from 1954 to the early 
1990s. My specialty was obstetrics/gynecology, which I 

loved. I worked in three units, labor and delivery, post 
partum and nursery. After that I worked in Dr. Joseph 
Rienzi’s office for seven years. He called me “Sissy.”

Doug: They were very close friends. He thought so 
highly of her that he invited her to work for him.
Irene: After he retired, I worked in home health care 
for a few years and also in the jail for a short time, 
passing out the meds. The inmates were very respectful. 

KT: Having overcome formidable obstacles, you must 
have helped and inspired others.
Irene: I was flattered by what a couple of black women 

Must be 21. Drivers license, passport or military ID required. Offer is complimentary and is issued one (1) per person.  
Slot Free Play is valid on date of issuance only; will expire at the end of the day at 5:59am. Offers are non-transferable.  

Offer and schedules are subject to change without notice. Anyone either voluntarily or involuntarily prohibited  
from gaming by the PGCB is ineligible for this offer. Must arrive via line run bus to receive offer. KNP

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER.

Ride the bus to Sands Bethlehem    

Visit PaSands.com for motorcoach information and details on our many exciting promotions. 

BUS SCHEDULE 
1 THURSDAY A MONTH, CALL FOR SERVICE 
Servicing Kingston, New Paltz & Newburgh, NY 

Provided by West Point Tours 
westpointtours.com • 845-561-2671 ext. # 107

SLOT FREE PLAY
YOUR TICKET TO WINNING BIG! 

$45

(continued next page)

Sorbello’s Greenhouse 
Opening Saturday April 13th for the season

4 pack of flowers, vegetables, herbs...
$1.49 each

Open 7 Days 9am-5pm
Wholesale & retail
845-691-7828

139 Martin Ave 
in Highland
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in Kingston told me. Dorothy Childs [wife of the Rev. 
James Childs] was one. She came up to me and said 
she was inspired to go into nursing because of me, 
and she did become an RN.

KT: Where did you meet your husband, Joseph?
Irene: He was a good friend of my brother and I met 
him in Kingston. We dated while I was in nursing 
school and after I got out of school we got married. 

KT: Was his family from here? What was his back-
ground?
Irene: Joe’s father came from the South and worked at 
the Governor Clinton Hotel. Joe worked there before 
he opened up his barber shop. 
Doug: My father left high school and went into the 
service, where he learned his trade as a cook. There 
was a certain amount of discrimination: if you were 
a person of color, the attitude was, “we’ll let you be a 
cook,” but he was okay with that, he enjoyed cooking. 
He went to barber school in Philadelphia. 
Irene: He also worked for a black barber, down on the 
Strand. After he left his location on lower Broadway, 
they left his barber pole out.

KT: Was he forced out by urban renewal?
Irene: I don’t know if he had to move. He suspected 
something might happen down there. It was a proactive 
move on his part and the opportunity presented itself 
to purchase the building on Broadway in Midtown. It 
was roughly around 1967. 

KT: You were also starting a family. How did you come 
to live on Foxhall?
Irene: Joe’s Aunt Lillian owned a house on Foxhall and 
after she went into a nursing home it was vacant for a 
few years. My husband went to see her and offered to 
buy the house, but instead she gave it to him. It was 
modest and located next to where Stewart’s is now.

KT: It was a white neighborhood. Did you feel welcome?
Irene: Joe’s aunt Lillian had been their neighbor for 
years. They knew her, so having a black family move 
into that house wasn’t that strange. The neighbors 
were nice.

There was an exception: the neighbor who lived 
diagonally from us was an RN and we worked together 
at the hospital. She was friendly but a little biased, 
which you could tell by how her kids reacted to us. She 
would drive her kids to school, and she would never 
pick up my kids, who walked. Her son Glenn, who was 
the same age as my kids, had a birthday party to which 
my kids were not invited. It didn’t bother them, but 
when I had a birthday part for my twin boys and Glenn 
was not invited, he asked his mother why. Everyone in 
the neighborhood except him was invited, and he was 
over there watching all the kids run around our yard. 
It was a neighborhood of big families, and you knew 
everyone in your immediate block. One New Year’s 
Eve, everyone from the neighborhood celebrated by 
sleeping upstairs at our house.

KT: Did Kingston have predominately black neigh-
borhoods?
Doug: Up two blocks on Gage Street there was 
an enclave of black families, most of whom were 
homeowners. Midtown, around Franklin Street, was 
predominantly African-American. My grandmother 
owned a house on Van Buren Street.

The big equalizer in Kingston was IBM, which 
meant you could get a decent job and own a house. 
It was almost an even playing field because of IBM. 
Irene: My brother, his wife and my brother-in-law 
worked at IBM. My brother-in-law started out clocking 
in people and ended up in third-level management. 
Doug: I worked at IBM and loved it. If you worked 
hard, you could accomplish things you never thought 
you could do. They’d promote you and provide free 
schooling. It was a wonderful place. They had a country 
club you could take your family to. They were unlike 
any other company that existed in Kingston. 

KT: Doug, where did you go to school? Was there 
discrimination?
Doug: I went to Brigham Elementary [located on 
O’Neill Street, where the senior housing is now], 
where there were four or five other black kids. My 
mom had to go to the school on a couple of occasions. 
Once when I was ten …
Irene: He was accused of something he didn’t do. The 
teacher blamed him for something a white boy did. 
Doug was my serious child, and when he came home 
[and told me what happened,] I went to the school 
and confronted the teacher. She was very nice when 
I confronted her, complimenting me on how nice and 
clean my kids were. My children had no problems 

after that. 
Doug: You develop certain survival skills when you 
know someone doesn’t like you and you don’t know 
why. My mother was way ahead of the curve and she 
prepared us well to handle it. Racism and classism 
feel the same, in that people act toward a person as if 
they are poor or beneath them. My mother prepared 
us. She’d dress us like we were going to a private 
prep school. I’d wear a white shirt with a burgundy 
dickey with navy blue pants. Our pants were always 
pressed. Once they found out their mother is a nurse 
and their father has his own business, the educators 
saw us differently. 

KT: What was your father’s role in the community?
Doug: Everyone knew Joe the barber. My father was 
very good at public relations. When as a kid driving 
in the car with him, people would beep and call out, 
Hey Joe. He’d wave at blacks and whites alike and 
moved very fluidly between the two communities. 
My father was an “ethnic hair specialist,” but nobody 
was excluded.

If you’re a politician and do retail politicking and 
are a Democrat, you’d better visit the local eatery and 
barbershop and make yourself known. The backbone 
of the community was the black church. My mom 
went to the New Central Emmanuel Baptist, which 
was originally on the High Road and is now on East 
Strand, and then after marrying my dad she went to 
his church, AME Zion on Franklin. My father knew 
all the ministers and members of the other churches. 
Congressman Maurice Hinchey was a very astute pol-
itician and probably asked “Who’s the black barber in 
town?” and got introduced to Joe. My father also had 
a reputation as a wonderful cook. Maurice would say, 
Would you do a fundraiser?, and my dad would have 
one at Forsyth Park where he’d cook his skirt or flank 
steak and 400 or 500 people would show up.  If they 
knew Joe was cooking, it was an easy sell. 

He also worked at city hall, in the city’s assessor’s 
office, and knew his boss, mayor Frank Koenig. Koenig 
was a wonderful guy, and they were friends. My father 
was also a career reservist, and later he was the director 
of the Rondout Neighborhood Center. After he’d leave 
the center, he’d ride up four blocks to do barbering.

He could move in and out of both communities 
easily because of his personality and also because he 
was light-skinned. Everybody from the guy down on 
his luck to the congressman could call him by his first 
name; he was like Joe Biden that way. 

KT: You raised your two children in Kingston. What’s 
their experience been?
Doug: My daughter went to grade school at George 
Washington, when she was living with her mom, and 
that was fine. It was integrated and diverse. When she 
came to live with me, when she was seven, she went 
to Chambers, which was not as diverse. She felt out of 
place there, unwanted, until another black girl started 
attending, and they became best friends. She then 
went to Miller, which was terrible and had a certain 
amount of racism. If I had to do all over again, I would 
have home-schooled my kids. I thought Chambers 
was a better school than Washington, but socially it 
was not so hot. 

KT: Can you be more specific about the problem at 
Miller?
Doug: When my daughter was at Chambers, she took 
this English Language Arts test, which was given to 
sixth graders, and scored in the 99th percentile. I see 
this and I smile, thinking yes, I got the job done, she 
will go to Harvard or Yale. She gets a special invitation 
to go to a Johns Hopkins summer school [for high 
achievers], but I couldn’t sell it to her and because of 
her experience she didn’t go.

She goes to Miller, and one day it slipped out that 
she was in a special reading class. Immediately I knew 
what that was. I went to the school and I played dumb 
and called a conference. One of the benefits for me, 
having grown up in a white school, was that I wasn’t 
intimidated by the white principal and vice principal 
and other people sitting in big chairs, surrounding you 
in a semi-circle like they were a firing squad. 

I said, “Can any of you explain to me why my daugh-
ter is in the special reading class?” and they said “She 
has trouble with her reading.” I said, “How could you 
determine that?” and the guidance counselor said my 
daughter wouldn’t raise her hand in class. 

I happened to have her test score and said, “Take 
a look and tell me what you think.” The principal puts 
his head down and passes it to the next person, and 
now it’s very quiet after they all read the test score. I 
give them a way out and said, “Listen, obviously there 
is a mistake somewhere. What will you do to correct 
it?” They’re expecting the angry black man to come 

out, but not today. They took her out of that class.
It also begged the question to my daughter, “Why 

are all your friends in the special reading class?” and 
she said, “It’s not too bad for social reasons.” I’m won-
dering, why wasn’t she singled out for being gifted? 

Why did I have to fight that fight, when you’ve done 
everything right? They have the college track and the 
vocational track, and once they track you, it’s difficult 
to remove yourself from it. Often you don’t even know 
you’re being tracked. Unless your family intervenes, 
you may never question it. 

KT: What is your daughter doing now? 
Doug: She just turned 32 and lives in Cohoes. She has 
five jobs, working for the state for one of the alphabet 
agencies, in human services, and she is also a drug and 
alcohol counselor. She loves the counseling and it’s a 
wonderful place. She has a nursing degree and works 
85, 90 hours a week.

KT: What form do racist attitudes take today?
Irene: I was shopping at Walmart’s and this little 
child in a cart her mother was wheeling around said 
to me, “You look like a monkey.” Where’d she learn 
that? Obviously from her mother.
Doug: A white person says to me, “Doug, you’re so 
articulate.” They don’t mean to be offensive, but to a 
black person’s ears it’s not a compliment, because we 
know you wouldn’t say that to a white person. It says 
something about how you view the world.

Sometimes it’s more overt. 
About 30 years ago, I was with a girlfriend who 

was white at a local eatery. My girlfriend put her 
hand on my shoulder and was being affectionate 
when the waitress came over and asked us to leave. 
I told her I didn’t feel like leaving, and the wait-
ress said she was going to call the police. Then my 
girlfriend said, “He is the police” because at the 
time I was working for the sheriff ’s office. But I re-
alized it would be best to leave and said, “Let’s go.” 
Here’s the reason: Typically, the officer would arrive 
and ask you to leave. If you don’t, then you’re probably 
going to get charged with disorderly conduct. If you’re 
really upset and you resist, then he’s allowed to use 
minimal force to arrest you. If you protest and push 
back when he tries to handcuff you, then you may be 
charged with assault on a police officer. So the situation 
could escalate from a violation to a misdemeanor to 
a felony, and you will definitely end up at the police 
station, if not in jail and in court. 

KT: Looking back, do you see racist attitudes you 
weren’t aware of at the time?
Doug: Where I grew up, a half-block away we could 
play tennis, basketball, softball, touch football, base-
ball. We could fish, play golf. Where we lived afforded 
us the privilege to do these kinds of things. But there 
were other things, which I didn’t realize until years 
after the fact. 

I delivered papers and shoveled snow in the wealthy 
neighborhood of Roosevelt Park. I was a cute little black 
kid saving up for my new bike, and when I collected 
my money on Fridays, I made lots in tips. 

Some of the yards had these ceramic statutes of a 
little man with a black face dressed in red and white 
holding a lantern. I thought they were odd. But it 
wasn’t until more than 40 years later that I learned 
how racist and offensive they were, after someone 
mentioned lawn jockeys, I asked “what’s that,” and 
Googled them.

My brother and I also sold all-occasion cards door 
to door. Sometime doors would be slammed in our 
faces. It could hurt you, but rather than run home we 
made a game of it to see who could knock on the most 
doors. Rather than focus on the noes, we wanted to 
get more yeses. That’s a valuable lesson. 

KT: What is your advice on how we root out this 
terrible evil? 
Doug: You have a choice to surround yourself with 
people different from yourself. For me, if I wanted 
to work and make a living I was going to have to get 
along with white people and go to their house. 

You have to get out of your comfort zone. You 
should go to a black church. It’s not as scary as you 
might think. Yes, people will notice that you’re white, 
but you’ll find they will welcome you with open arms, 
and you don’t have to call ahead of time. Just show 
up, with your friends, if you’re interested in breaking 
down these walls.

You need to meet different kinds of people and go 
into their spaces. I’ve seen hearts changed from people 
in long-term care who, for the first time in their life, 
after 70 years of carrying baggage, were surrounded 
by black caregivers who were loving and kind.
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iotopoulos. “You hear the same stories over and over 
again: they have no power, the landlords control 
everything and if you want to pursue legal action, it’s 
very difficult.”

The numbers in Panagiotopoulos study line up with 
findings from Ulster County’s annual housing afford-
ability survey. Data from 2017, the last available year, 
show that average rents in Ulster County have risen by 
55.8 percent since 2002, far outpacing wage increases. 
The survey also showed that more than half of Ulster 
County renters are “housing cost-burdened,” meaning 
that they pay more than 30 percent of their income for 
housing. The study found that 55.1 percent of county 
residents qualified as rent-burdened while nearly 30 
percent spent more than half of their income on rent 
placing them in the category of “severely cost-burdened.”

In Kingston, concerns over housing affordability 
have led to a surge in activism. Panagiotopoulos pub-
lished his study on the website of the Kingston Tenants 
Union, a new group formed to advocate on behalf of the 
roughly 50 percent of city residents who live in rental 
housing. The Kingston Common Council, meanwhile, 

organized a series of public hearings on housing issues. 
In Albany, lawmakers are debating a proposal that 
would allow communities statewide to implement rent 
regulations to put a cap on annual increases.

Kingston Tenants Union organizer Juanita Amador 
said that she plans to attend every eviction proceeding 
in City Court this month to 
get a better handle on the 
issue. Amador said that as 
things stand now, landlords 
hold all the cards when it 
comes to evictions. In many 
cases, she said, tenants find 
themselves evicted simply 
for reporting unsafe or un-
sanitary living conditions.

“People call the landlord 
to report these things and 
they never hear back,” said 
Amador. “Then when they do come out, they tell you, 
‘Oh, it’s uninhabitable, you’re evicted.’”

But Ulster County Sheriff’s Chief Civil 

Officer John McGovern said the largest share 
of evictions are, by far, for nonpayment of rent. 

The eviction procedure in those cases, he said, was 
simple, straightforward and difficult to defend against.

“It’s pretty simple — you don’t pay your rent and 
you get evicted,” said McGovern.

Mayor Steve Noble has made boosting home owner-
ship a centerpiece of his efforts to address affordability. 
The recently founded Kingston Land Bank plans to 
take dozens of vacant homes held by the city for back 

taxes, rehabilitate them 
and sell them to first-time 
buyers at an affordable 
price.

But, Noble said, the 
broader issue of afford-
ability could be addressed 
through rent regulation. 
Currently rent control laws 
are only authorized in New 
York City, Rockland and 
Westchester counties and 
Long Island. But a new 

Democratic majority in the state legislature is facing 
pressure from housing advocates to allow communities 
statewide to implement the measures.

“[Rent control] seems to be where things are 
heading,” said Noble. “I would have to see the details, 
but that’s a good place to start.”

Any move to regulate rents is likely to face strong 
pushback from landlords who say that high taxes and 
increasing home sales prices are already eating into 
their profits and their ability to maintain properties. 
Bob Dittus, a recently retired landlord who once owned 
50 units of housing in Kingston, said rent control would 
harm landlords — and ultimately tenants — and fewer 
and fewer people would in rental properties.

“How can you control rents when the cost of every-
thing else is going up around you?” said Dittus. “You’re 
telling [landlords], ‘Here’s a job for you, but you’re 
stuck at this level forever, no matter what you do.’”

Tough times for tenants
Continued from Page 1

‘[Rent control] seems to be 
where things are heading. I 
would have to see the details, 
but that’s a good place to start.’ 
— Mayor Steve Noble

the 2015 Democratic primary. Since Noble’s election, 
DiFalco has been a frequent speaker at meetings of 
the Kingston Common Council where she has criti-
cized the administration’s fiscal policies. DiFalco ran 
unsuccessfully for the Ulster County Legislature in 
2007, 2009 and 2011. In 2017, she lost a bid for the 
Ward 3 Common Council seat currently occupied by 
Rennie Scott-Childress.  If elected, she would be the 
first female mayor of Kingston.

DiFalco’s husband, Joe DiFalco, has secured the 
Independence and Republican lines to challenge 
Scott-Childress for the Ward 3 seat. Like his wife, 
DiFalco has been a persistent critic of the Noble admin-
istration. In Ward 1, Ursula M. Inghem will challenge 
incumbent Jeffery Morrell on the Republican and 
Independence Party lines. Inghem did not respond to a 
Facebook message seeking comment on her candidacy.

In the city’s Fifth Ward, where incumbent Bill Car-
ey has announced he will not seek re-election, three 
people are vying to replace him. Donald Tallerman, 
Madeline R. Hoetger and Collin Bentley have all 
filed paperwork to run on the Democratic Party line. 
Hoetger has also filed to run on the Republican and 

Independence Party lines. Tallerman, who co-founded 
local tech firm Dragon360, received the Kingston 
Democratic Committee endorsement at a February 
nominating convention. Hoetger is a monument de-
signer and former head of the Kingston City School 
District’s districtwide parents’ council. Bentley did 
not respond to a Facebook message seeking comment 
on his candidacy.

Three more days
Kingston city schools students will enjoy 
extended vacations  BY CRISPIN KOTT

T
he relatively mild winter and the 

district’s frequent use of delayed openings 
rather than closures means that students 
across the Kingston City School District will 
have a longer spring recess than originally 

intended. 
Public school districts across New York State are 

required to offer 180 days of instruction to students, 
but in a region frequently plagued by snow and ice 

that’s not always easy to safely do. Districts have at 
their disposal the option of opening late by one or two 
hours, the shorter class days still counting toward the 
annual total. To accommodate days where weather-re-
lated closure is the best option, school districts plan 
their calendar with the potential for wiggle room. In 
the KCSD, school officials factored as many as seven 
snow days into their plans for the 2018-19 school year: 
Use more than seven and spring break would have 

been incrementally shortened. Use fewer, and days 
off are given back.

The KCSD used four of its allotted seven snow 
days this year, meaning students will gain an extra 
three days off. In the short term, that means spring 
recess just got one day longer, with Tuesday, April 23 
now an off day. Spring recess still begins this week-
end, but students won’t return to school again until 
Wednesday, April 24. 

The other two unused snow days will impact 
Memorial Day weekend, added to either end. That 
means students will now be off from Friday, May 
24 through Tuesday, May 28, returning to class on 
Wednesday, May 29.

For more information, visit: www.kingstoncity-
schools.org

SCHOOLS

Off to the races
Continued from Page 1

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING LLC
“WE WILL NOT BE UNDER BID”
We are also offering Asphalt Seal Coating

for Driveways and Parking Lots.
ROBERT BLOOMER • FREE ESTIMATE/FULLY INSURED

845-679-7949
— Serving the Hudson Valley —

Cell: 914-388-0501
robert.bloomer@yahoo.com

• TAKE DOWNS
• CHIPPING
• TOPPING
• CLEARING
• SCENIC VIEWS
• CABLING
• STORM DAMAGES

The Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC) is requesting the public to review and provide comments 
on proposed amendments to the FFY 2017-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

Resolution 2019-05— Amendment to revise the TIP Narrative to address Transit Performance Targets. 

Resolution 2019-07— Amendment to PINs 881126, 881354 and 881451: 
881126—I-587 @ Albany Ave: Increase in funding to meet project needs 

881354—Route 213 Sidewalk and Road Settlement Repair: Addition to UCTC TIP and transfer of funds to 881126 
881451—Culvert Replacements Orange and Ulster Counties: Roll of funds and transfer to 881126 

 

Additional Details regarding the proposed amendment can be viewed at the Council’s of ice (address below) and are available at:  
http://ulstercountyny.gov/planning/transportation-improvement-plan 

Written comments may be sent to the Ulster County Transportation Council, c/o Brian Slack, 244 Fair Street, PO Box 1800, Kingston, NY 12402-1800 
or emailed to bsla@co.ulster.ny.us  The public comment period ends Monday, April 22, 2019 at 5:00pm 

The UCTC Policy Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, April 23, 2019 at 10:00 am at the Rondout Municipal Center (Joint Marbletown/
Rosendale Town Hall), 1915 Lucas Avenue, Cottekill, NY to discuss public comments received and consider adopting the proposed TIP amendments. 

 

For additional information, please Call Dennis Doyle at (845) 340-3340 

P U B L I C   N O T I C E 
Ulster County Transportation Council 

Adele B. Reiter ,  
Acting County Executive 

 Chair Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY
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“Free checking 
that pays

Money Market
interest? 

That would be the

ultimate
 account!”

2.00% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 2.00% on balances of $25,000 or more is effective as of April 1, 2019. Balances of less than $25,000 earn 0.20% APY. Rates subject to change without notice.

**To receive $250 bonus offer owner must open the account with a minimum deposit of $25,000, add direct deposit and use the Bank of Greene County Visa® Debit Card three times. Check will be issued within 90 days 
once all conditions have been met. Limit one offer per household. Value of bonus will be reported to the Internal Revenue Service as income on Form 1099. Bank may discontinue this offer at any time without notice.

Account must be opened at our Kingston or Woodstock branches. Account owner must live, work or worship in Ulster, Dutchess or Orange counties.

Open your account today!

Call or visit one of our  
Ulster County locations:

Kingston
2 Miron Lane

Route 9W,  
next to Red Lobster

845-336-4797

Woodstock
81 Mill Hill Road
Next to Sunflower  

Natural Foods Market
845-679-8900

www.tbogc.com

Community Banking at Its Best for 130 Years

FREE CHECKING

✓ $250 Account Opening Bonus**

✓ Free Unlimited Transactions

✓ Free Checks

✓ Free Debit Card with Rewards

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Easter Bread Pastries Easter Egg Cakes   

Cakes Cookies Hot Cross Buns   

8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues - Sat: 7a-5p Sunday: 7a-2p • Closed Monday

We have all of your favorite Easter candy!

• Homemade Easter Bunnies,  
Pops & Crosses

• Gourmet Jellie Beans
All candy is made on premises   

from the finest white, milk  
& dark chocolate

Sugar free candy available

773 Broadway, Kingston
(Corner of  St. James & Broadway)

www.candycornerusa.com

(845) 338-6782

OPEN 
PALM 
SUNDAY, 
EASTER 
WEEK 99

The month for maple

PHYLLIS McCABE

A CELEBRATION OF THE MAPLE SEASON was held on the Senate House grounds Saturday with the making of jack wax candy, baking molasses 

cornbread and waffl es over an open fi re, hewing a log into a trough and making wooden buckets to collect the tree sap. Here, Onlookers watch Nick 

Martin, a park educator at Minnewaska State Park, perform the modern method of taking the temperature of sap to turn it into syrup.
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THEY’RE GETTING READY FOR SPRING. ARE YOU?
10% off end-of-winter work*

Quality. Respect. Trust.
What does your contractor sell?

Keith Hughes, Jr.  (845) 251-1114  (845) 331-6782
Serving Ulster, Dutchess, Greene & Albany Counties

10%% ooofffffffffffffffff end o10%% ooofffffffffffffffffffffffff end o
*Expires 4/30/19

4TH GENERATION
OF EXPERIENCE

HAPPY SPRING!
NOW SCHEDULING 

NEW POOL INSTALLATIONS 
AND POOL OPENINGS.

Portfolio by Wells Fargo 3

This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.

Platinum Savings Account

2.10% 

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

2.40% 

Talk to a banker for details.  

Ask about our business savings rates. 

Sofranko seeks Olive nod
The Town of Olive is looking for big changes come 

November, albeit big in Olive’s small-town way. Sylvia 
Rozzelle, town supervisor since 2013, is retiring after 
this year. Given that she spent 35 years as town clerk 
before filling long-term Democratic supervisor Berndt 
Leifeld’s shoes, that’s big news.

Seeking her spot on the ballot for Olive Democrats 
will be Jim Sofranko, currently in the middle of his 
second term as an Olive councilman, and first term 
as one of two Ulster County representatives on the 
Catskill Watershed Corporation’s board of directors.

Seeking re-election to what would be his second 
term on the town board will be former planning board 
chair and Democrat Drew Boggess, who narrowly won 
his seat by 17 votes in 2015. Current Conservation Advi-
sory Council member Dave Edinger has also expressed 
interest in seeking a four-year seat as a Democrat.

An Olive Democratic caucus has been set for the 
Olive town meeting hall on Bostock Road in Shokan 
for 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 16.

On the Republican side, Peter Friedel will be seeking 
his fourth four-year term as a councilman, but will not 
be running for supervisor, as he did in 2013.

COUNTY NOTE

PHYLLIS McCABE

SOUNDS OF MANY UNUSUAL VARIETIES wafted through City Hall on Saturday during “Pauline Oliveros: 

Still Listening in Kingston” — a community celebration of the opening of a sonic arts exhibit by 23 artists and 

dedicated to the life’s work of Oliveros, a composer and Deep Listening Institute founder. Here, artist Linda 

Montano performs Bob Dylan’s “Forever Young.”

Remembering Oliveros
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Time to get kicking
Stockade FC holds open tryouts 

as season begins in a month  BY CRISPIN KOTT

K
ingston Stockade FC’s 2019 season 

will offer numerous franchise firsts, some 
connected with new Coach Jamal Lis-Sim-
mons, previously the club’s defensive stal-
wart and only captain. One positive first 

has already been achieved by Stockade this season: 
The first-ever open tryout in warm weather. 

Lis-Simmons laughed when reminded of the 
bitter chill and cutting winds of years past, as players 
from across the region gathered at Dietz Stadium to 
show their mettle in a series of drills and scrimmages, 

working to be among the select few to make the cut.
“The first three years it felt like it was the coldest 

day of the year,” said Lis-Simmons. “So that was a huge 
plus. Lots of sunshine.”

Lis-Simmons was speaking a few days after around 
75 hopefuls laced up their boots and took to the pitch 
for open tryouts on Saturday, April 6. The four-hour 
showcase gave club officials to see players who hav-
en’t already played for Stockade FC, as well as those 
who weren’t involved in a pair of invite-only tryouts 
in prior weeks.

“We have a good group of guys who do some 
scouting, so we have guys who are on our radar that 
we want to bring in, and those are the guys we’ll bring 
in for our invite-only tryouts,” said Lis-Simmons. 
“But the open tryouts are a good opportunity to get 
the community involved in the process, and it’s an 
opportunity for us to potentially see some guys that 
have not been on our radar.”

While Lis-Simmons is no longer playing, Kingston 
is returning many of its key players from prior seasons, 
slowly releasing names of fan favorites like midfielder 
Matt Koziol, striker Pedro Espindola and forward 
Michael Creswick on social media. Bruce Jeter, Mikey 
Lanzetta, Danilo Markovic, Scott Zobre, Juan Parada: 
All familiar faces rejoining the squad, all potentially 
taking a roster spot coveted by players at invite-only 
and open tryouts. Lis-Simmons said there’s a lot to 
figure out, but that the club was impressed by a few 
players on Saturday.

“I’d say there were a few guys who sparked our 
interest, and we’re looking at maybe bringing them in 
for a training session to see how they look compared 
to everybody else,” Lis-Simmons said. “And there are 
some guys we’ll keep on our radar for the future. Guys 
who showed some talent but might be on the younger 
side, and with some experience could potentially be 
in the fold for coming years.”

Semi-pro teams like Stockade FC are sometimes 
faced with the challenge of opening their season 
without college players who’ll come to play significant 
roles, as they are ineligible until their spring seasons 
are complete. That usually happens during the first 
couple of weeks of May, by which time the regular 
season will already be underway.

For Kingston, the season is bookended by matches 
against perennial powerhouse the New York Cosmos, 
beginning with a battle at Dietz Stadium on Saturday, 
May 4 at 6 p.m.

“We’re all about competition,” said Lis-Simmons. 
“I’m a firm believer in that if you want to be the best 
team you’ve got to beat the best team. For us, it’s the 
first game on the schedule. We’re excited for our first 
opportunity to go against a high-quality team and see 
where we stack up.”

By then, Stockade FC will have played an informal 
two-way scrimmage with Marist College and Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, as well as the annual preseason 
friendly visit from the Newtown Pride on Saturday, 
April 20 at 6 p.m. 

Signs 
of life

KHS boys lacrosse 
drop two but end week 

with win  BY CRISPIN KOTT

The Kingston High School 

varsity boys lacrosse team is 
1-2 on the season following 
an opening week that saw 
them split a pair of close 

games and fall beneath the sheer dominance 
of a perennial downstate powerhouse in 
the other.

The Tigers traveled to Bronxville High 
School on Saturday, April 6, where they 
were downed by the Westchester side 18-5. 
Kingston’s statistics were unavailable after 
the game, which saw eight Broncos score at 
least one goal. As with both the boys and 
girls programs, the Tigers tend to do well in 
Section IX, but sometimes struggle against 
teams from other regions, especially those 
where lacrosse is more popular.

It was the second loss of the season for 
Kingston, who opened the 2019 campaign 
in a close 9-7 defeat at the hands of Orange County 
Interscholastic Athletic Association opponent War-
wick at Dietz Stadium on Wednesday, April 3. Kobi 
Buffa led the Tigers with three goals, while Chapman 
Parker (two goals, assist) and Tyler Longo (two goals) 
also contributed. Nick Breithaupt turned away eight 
shots on goal for Kingston.

While the opener wasn’t the result the Tigers were 
hoping for, it showed they were capable of playing in 
close games. That trait came in handy on Tuesday, 

April 9 when Kingston edged visiting Minisink Valley 
7-6. Justin Longo, who had an earlier assist, untied the 
6-6 knot for Kingston with his sole goal of the game 
in overtime. Also contributing to the offense for the 
Tigers were Ty Carpino (three goals, assist), Parker 
(three goals), Buffa (assist), Tyler Longo (assist) and 
Kevin Collins (assist). Christian Connors won 10-of-
12 face-off attempts for Kingston, while Christian 
Augustin was successful on both of his draws. Breit-
haupt stopped 10 shots in goal on a busy afternoon 

for Kingston. 
Minisink was led by Johvanny Olvares (three goals), 

Steve Fellenzer (goal, assist), Jake Dolsan (goal), Evan 
Hewett (goal), Nicholas Rivera (assist) and Mike 
Gressar (assist). Matt Biddle turned away 18 shots on 
goal for the visiting side.

The Tigers open league play on Friday, April 12 
when they travel to Pine Bush. They’ll have most of 
spring break off before they host non-league opponent 
Rondout Valley on Monday, April 22.

SPORTS

PHYLLIS McCABE

Kingston’s Ty Carpino runs with the ball while being guarded by Minisink’s Sam Witkowski.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Hopefuls knock the ball around the Dietz Stadium turf. 
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members of the commission to carry out the city’s 
historic preservation program.”

Marvelli, a professional historic preservation 
consultant, was appointed to the HLPC in September 
2016. Her term expired in September 2018 but Marvelli 
continued to serve on the commission until earlier this 
month when she was called into a City Hall meeting 
with Noble. According to Marvelli, Noble informed her 
that her services would no longer be required because, 
she said, “he did not feel our visions for historic pres-
ervation were aligned.” Marvelli said Noble also told 
her that her inability to get along with staff at the city 
Planning Department — which had recently assumed 
an oversight role of the commission — contributed to 
his decision. A second commissioner, architect Alan 
Baer, was replaced the same week.

The Baer and Marvelli dismissals came two months 
after oversight of the HLPC was shifted from the city’s 
Building and Safety Division to the Planning Depart-
ment. At a March 7 HLPC meeting — the first under 
the auspices of the Planning Department — Marvelli 
engaged in a long and sometimes testy exchange 
with Cahill and Assistant Corporation Counsel Dan 
Gartenstein over procedural issues as the commission 
sought to place on the record their concerns over 
the potential impact of the Kingstonian project on 
archaeological resources and the historic character 
of the Stockade District.

Cahill advised Marvelli that the discussion was 
premature, because the planning board had not yet 
officially assumed “lead agency” status on the envi-
ronmental review, while Gartenstein argued that the 
commission had not followed proper procedures to 
place the matter on the agenda in accordance with 
state Open Meetings Law.

Marvelli said the exchange at the March meeting 
was part of a pattern of Gartenstein and former Build-
ing and Safety Division chief Tom Tiano expressing 
impatience with her efforts to get answers about 
procedural issues and uphold the city’s historic pres-
ervation regulations.

“If ‘getting along’ means not asking questions, not 

pressing staff for clarification, not making recommen-
dations for improving the process, not sharing relevant 
professional expertise and leaving applicants to figure 
things out on their own, then we must ask who we, the 
staff and commissioners, are there to serve?” Marvelli 
wrote in an email to the Kingston Times.

The mayor’s side of it
Noble, meanwhile, downplayed the significance of 

Marvelli and Baer’s departure from the board. In an 
interview this week, Noble noted that he had taken 
steps to strengthen the commission by dedicating a 
part-time clerk to work on historic preservation issues. 

“My goal is to be able to have commissioners who 
are skilled and excited to do the work,” said Noble. 
“Sometimes you just have to make a change.”

Following Marvelli and Baer’s replacement on 
the commission, two other volunteer board members 
resigned their posts in protest. Giovanna Righini 
stepped down from a position on the Heritage Area 
Commission that she had held for a decade. Rebecca 
Martin, who runs the activist group KingstonCitizens.
org, resigned from a task force studying new zoning 
regulations in accordance with the city’s comprehen-
sive plan. Righini said that she was bothered by the 

timing of the reshuffling on the HLPC, one week before 
a public hearing on the Kingstonian project.

“The removal of Marissa Marvelli and Alan Baer 
struck me as a political maneuver that I was really not 
comfortable with,” said Righini. “I could not continue 
in my position knowing that had happened.”

Martin, meanwhile, said she believes the shake-up 
at the HLPC was a backdoor effort by Noble to fold 
the HLPC into the Historic Area Commission. The 
proposal to merge the two commissions was part of 
an early draft of the city’s new comprehensive plan; 
it was stricken from the document after protests by 
preservationists including staff at the State Historic 
Preservation Officers. The new HLPC members, realtor 
Hayes Clement and architect Robin Andrade, both 
also serve on the Heritage Area Commission.

Martin said the move appears to be a de facto in-
tegration of the two commissions by appointing the 
same volunteers to both.

“It just erodes my confidence that we can work with 
Common Council and work with the decision makers,” 
said Martin. “What’s the point if those decisions can 
just be thrown out until the mayor gets the results 
he’s looking for?”

Needed changes 
or a panel purge?

Continued from Page 1

SPRING
CLEAN UP!
CLEARING AWAY LEAVES, 

BRANCHES & CLUTTER

HAULING AWAY DEBRIS

RE-EDGING AND  
CLEANING GARDEN BEDS

RE-SEEDING

PRUNING

845.399.3186

KNOW YOUR 
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WEEKEND

KINGSTON TIMES THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2018VOLUME 13; ISSUE 4ULSTER PUBLISHING, INC.WWW.HUDSONVALLEYONE.COM
ONE DOLLAR

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 6)

(continued on page 2)

Hugh Reynolds
Super Bowl Sunday showdown in Woodstock

COUNTY BEAT > 14

S

Away from the table
Mayor, citing confl ict, recuses self from CSEA talks

CITY GOVERNMENT > 3

On the 
marchWoodstock demonstration draws thousands

REGION > 11

SPEND TIMEWISELY
withAlmanac

Weekly

SCHOOLS UPTOWNCioni Building price cut
Board votes to slash sale price to $3.47 million, 
citing ‘environmental issues’  BY CRISPIN KOTTT he Kingston Board of Edu-

cation has approved a reduction 
in the sale price of the Cioni 
Building earlier this month, 
a $781,000 discount school 

officials believe will clear a path to a 

closing date.Last July, the school board approved 

selling its current administrative head-

quarters to 61 Crown Street LLC, which 

is led by New York City-based developer 

PHYLLIS McCABE

The Cioni Building.

MIDTOWN REAL ESTATETax breaks for senior housing
Big New York City-based firm will own 
two Kingston projects  BY HUGH REYNOLDSF ederal, state and local 

regulations governing the sale 
and tax treatment of low-in-
come housing at Yosman Tower 
on Broadway and the Governor 

Clinton Hotel on Albany Avenue are com-

plex and exacting, “completely different 

than anybody in the world is familiar with,” 

said Ulster County Industrial Develop-

ment Agency chairman John Morrow 

following a public hearing in Kingston 

last Thursday evening.But the stakes are significant. The two 

apartment buildings, currently owned by 

the Aaron family of Kingston, house 196 

units of scarce low-income senior housing. 

Developers are seeking IDA approval of 

tens of millions of tax dollars in tax relief 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Yosman Tower.
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Sydney the pioneerFive-year-old becomes Ulster County’s first female Cub Scout  BY CARRIE JONES ROSS U lster County has its first female Cub Scout, five-

year-old Sydney Ware of Kingston.  Last October the Boy 

Scouts of America opened up registration to girls interested 

in being Cub and Boy Scouts. Last Monday, young Sydney 

— a kindergartner at Myer Elementary in Hurley — joined 

Pack 103’s Den 1 at St. James Methodist Church in Kingston. Her father, 

software engineer CT Ware, is the pack’s leader. Her mother, Brandi, is 

the Lion Cub leader and Sydney’s brother Zachary, 11, is a Boy Scout. “She 

has wanted to be a ‘Scub Scout’ since she could talk,” said Brandi Ware. 

“She was born two weeks into the start of her brother’s scouting career, 

and wanted to be a scout forever. We are so lucky that they changed the 

rules the year she is eligible to join.” 
CT Ware said that among the other things, Sydney will be able to shoot 

BB guns, participate in the Pinewood Derby and do camp-outs. “There 

are, and have been, other Boy Scout programs which allow older girls, 

such as Explorers and Venturer Scouts,” said CT. “This year, girls are being 

admitted into Cub Scouting. Next year in 2019 they will be admitted into 

the Boy Scout program, where they will be able to pursue Eagle Scout.”

Why does this little girl want to be a Boy Scout? Like most 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sydney Ware and her dad, CT Ware.
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filed with the Secretary  of  
State of New York (SSNY) on 
03/06/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: 65 Albany Ave 
LLC, 233 Fair Street, King-
ston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT – COUN-

TY OF ULSTER 
STERLING NATIONAL BANK 

FORMERLY KNOWN AS PROV-
IDENT BANK, Plaintiff against 
RICHARD L. ALFIERI, CATHE-
RINE M. ALFIERI, Defendant(s).  

Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
on October 23, 2018.

I, the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction at the 
front Lobby of the Ulster Coun-
ty Courthouse, 285 Wall Street, 
Kingston, N.Y. on the 22nd day 
of April, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. 
premises described as follows:  
All that certain plot, piece or 
parcel of land, situate, lying 
and being in the Town of Sha-
wangunk, County of Ulster and 
State of New York.

Said premises known as 
1148 Burlingham Road, Pine 
Bush, N.Y. 12566.

(Section: 104.4, Block: 2, 
Lot: 9.200).

Approximate amount of lien 
$ 282,409.27 plus interest 
and costs. 

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed judg-
ment and terms of sale.  

Index No. 1905-16.  John G. 
Rusk, Esq., Referee.   

McCabe, Weisberg, & Con-
way, LLC

Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
145 Huguenot Street - Suite 

210
New Rochelle, New York 

10801
(914) 636-8900

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

ONEWEST BANK N.A.,
V.
HEIDI SEELBACH AS LIMIT-

ED ADMINISTRATIX OF THE ES-
TATE OF JOHN W. BORCHERDT, 
ET AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated Decem-
ber 7, 2018, and entered in 
the Office of the Clerk of the 
County of Ulster, wherein 
ONEWEST BANK N.A. is the 
Plaintiff and HEIDI SEELBACH 
AS LIMITED ADMINISTRATIX 
OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN 
W. BORCHERDT, ET AL. are 
the Defendants.  I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on April 23, 2019 at 
10:15AM, premises known as 
893 ULSTER LANDING ROAD, 
SAUGERTIES, NY 12477:  Sec-
tion 40.9, Block 1, Lot 4:  

ALL THAT PIECE OR PAR-
CEL OF LAND, SITUATE IN THE 
TOWN OF ULSTER, COUNTY 
OF ULSTER, STATE OF NEW 
YORK

Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment 
Index # 002445/2014. Linda 
B. Johnson, Esq. - Referee. 
RAS Boriskin, LLC 900 Mer-
chants Concourse, Suite 310, 
Westbury, New York 11590, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.

LEGAL NOTICE
Honu & Alofa LLC ,Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 2/26/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to BlumbergExcelsior 
Corporate Services, Inc., 16 
Court St., 14th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 
11241.General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
KINGSTON HOME SER-

VICES LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 03/12/19. 
Office: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 500 Washington Avenue, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SANZI CONSTRUCTION 

GROUP LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of  State  (SSNY)  
3/15/2019. Office  in  Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 

whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
110  Maiden  Ln., Kingston,  
NY 12401, which  is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC):  Willow Pk LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of  State of New 
York (SSNY) on 03/06/2019. 
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Willow Pk 
LLC, 233 Fair Street, King-
ston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Trygg Havn LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 2/26/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to BlumbergExcelsior 
Corporate Services, Inc., 16 
Court St., 14th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 
11241.General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
333 Liftside LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 3/19/2019. 
Cty: Greene. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 12 Brown Rd., 
Oliverea, NY 12410.General 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Camarata Property Main-

tenance, LLC, Arts. of  Org. 
filed with SSNY on  01/04/19. 
Off. Loc.: Ulster County, SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: The 
LLC, 1260 Glaco Tpke Sau-
gerties, NY 12477.  Purpose: 
to engage in any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Collective Hudson, LLC, 

Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 1/7/2019. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 148 Riverview, 
Port Ewen, NY 12466. General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

WILMINGTON TRUST NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION AS 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO CIT-
IBANK N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR 
BNC MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
SERIES 2007-3 MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES 
SERIES 2007-3,

V.
FLORENTINA GAGLIANO, 

APPOINTED ADMINISTRATOR 
AND HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
OF THE ESTATE OF GARY A. 
GAGLIANO, ET AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated October 
19, 2018, and entered in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Coun-
ty of Ulster, wherein WILM-
INGTON TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION AS SUCCESSOR 
TRUSTEE TO CITIBANK N.A. AS 
TRUSTEE FOR BNC MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST SERIES 2007-3 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2007-3 
is the Plaintiff and FLORENTINA 
GAGLIANO, APPOINTED AD-
MINISTRATOR AND HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE 
OF GARY A. GAGLIANO, ET AL. 
are the Defendants.  I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on April 29, 2019 at 
11:00 AM, premises known as 
510 NORTH ELTING CORNERS 
ROAD, HIGHLAND, NY 12528:  
Section 79.3, Block 2, Lot 21:  

ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE, OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN 
THE TOWN OF LLOYD, COUN-
TY OF ULSTER AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index # 27/2016. 
Eric Kurtz, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.

LEGAL NOTICE
Mororles LLC, Arts of Org. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of  Formation  of  130 

N. FRONT STREET PROPER-
TY, LLC.  Arts. of  Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of  NY 
(SSNY) on  01.28.19.  Office  lo-
cation, County of Ulster.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 
130 N. Front Street Property,  
LLC, 130 N. Front St., Ste 300, 
Kingston, NY 12401.  Purpose:  
any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ORGANIZA-

TION OF LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

FIRST: The name of the 
Limited Liability Company is 
HATTIE RUTH LLC (hereinaf-
ter referred to as the “Compa-
ny”)

SECOND: The Articles of 
Organization of the Company 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State on February 27, 2019.

THIRD: The County within 
the State of New York in which 
the office of the Company is 
located is Greene.

FOURTH: The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the Company may be 
served.  The post office ad-
dress to which the Secretary of 
State shall mail process is 563 
County Route 54, Hannacroix, 
NY  12087.

FIFTH: The Company is or-
ganized for all lawful purposes, 
and to do any and all things 
necessary, convenient, or inci-
dental to that purpose.

Dated: February 27, 2019
FREEMAN HOWARD, P.C.
441 East Allen Street
P.O. Box 1328
Hudson, New York 12534

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 

NAME: Local Artisan Bak-
ery, LLC 

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
2/26/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be  served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: c/o 
Local Artisan Bakery, LLC 50 
Main Street, P.O. Box 4354, 
Kingston, NY 12402. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Threefold Ventures LLC. 

Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York, Whitney Clark, on 
February 07, 2019. Office lo-
cation: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: 
Threefold Ventures LLC, 1769 
Lucas Avenue Extension, Cot-
tekill, NY 12419. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
WFI Fabrication LLC, articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on the 12/26/18. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: 54 Wrentham 

St., Kingston, N.Y. 12401. Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts or activ-
ities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: no specific 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limit-

ed Liability Company (LLC): AE 
Inspection 

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 02/13/19 Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: AE 
Inspection 39 kings lane Sau-
gerties NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful   acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Better Built Construction & 
Mold Removal LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/4/2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to the 
LLC at 341 DeWitt Mills Road, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
CM Printworks LLC Arts of 

Org filed with NY Sec of State 
(SSNY) on 2/21/19. Office: Ul-
ster County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 530 
Enterprise Dr, Kingston, NY 
12401. General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):   
Highborne Essentials 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on February 13, 2019. Of-
fice location: Ulster County. 
SSNY  has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Highborne 
Essentials LLC, 60 Spruce St, 
Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful    acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.   

LEGAL NOTICE
190 MAIN STREET SAU-

GERTIES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
03/06/19. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC,253 Main Street, Sau-
gerties, NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
340 MAIN STREET, LLC. 

Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 03/01/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
253 Main Street,Saugerties, 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC):  65 Albany Ave LLC. 
Articles of Organization were 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 3/20/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
105 Upper Pond Rd., Bearsville, 
NY 12409.General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA-
NY (LLC), Name: RAYA JOE 
LLC; Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on March 
19, 2019; Office Location: 63 
North Front Street, Kingston, 
New York 12401; Ulster Coun-
ty; SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served; SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
Frank Guido, 60 W. Market 
Street, Red Hook, New York  
12571; Term: Until (Perpetual); 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION LLC
Rocky Bridges LLC, a lim-

ited liability company filed its 
Articles of Organization with 
the New York State Secretary 
of State on March 25, 2019. 
The office of the LLC is to be 
located in Ulster County in the 
State of New York. The Sec-
retary of State is designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. The post office 
address within or without this 
state to which the Secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC 
served is: ATTN: Rocky Bridges 
LLC, P.O. Box 26, West Hurley, 
New York 12491. The LLC has 
been organized for the purpose 
of conducting any lawful busi-
ness in the State of New York

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
DEUTSCHE BANK NATION-

AL TRUST COMPANY, AS TR-
SUTEE FOR THE REGISTERED 
HOLDERS OF SAXON ASSET 
SECURITIES TRUST 2007-
3 MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET 
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2007-3

Plaintiff,
Against
Index # 5951/2010
EDWARD J. SAWICK, ET AL
Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a Judgment of 

Foreclosure and Sale, duly en-
tered 5/14/2018, I, the under-
signed Referee, will sell at pub-
lic auction, in the Main Lobby 
of Ulster County Courthouse, 
285 Wall Street, Kingston, 
NY 12401 on 4/29/2019 at 
10:30 am, premises known as 
302 Hasbrouck Ave, Kingston, 
NY 12401, and described as 
follows:

ALL that certain plot, piece 
or parcel of land, with the build-
ings and improvements there-
on erected, situate, lying and 
being in the City of Kingston, 
County of Ulster and the State 
of New York, and designated 
on the tax maps of the Ulster 
County Treasurer. Section 
56.26 Block 12 Lot 48

The approximate amount 
of the current Judgment lien 
is $444,214.14 plus interest 
and costs.  The premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of the aforesaid Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale; Index # 
5951/2010.

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only 
to a return of the deposit paid.  
The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

John George Rusk, Esq., 
Referee.

Leopold & Associates, 
PLLC, 80 Business Park Drive, 
Suite 110, Armonk, NY  10504

Dated: 3/4/19
YW

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

STOCKADE STRATEGIES, 
LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/11/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. office of 
LLC: 24 Heritage Ct., Kingston, 
NY 12401. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, c/o Daniel Ahouse at the 
princ. office of the LLC. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
WINDHAM RENTAL 

PROPERTIES II LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 3/13/2019. Office in 

Greene Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to PO Box 992, Windham, 
NY 12496.  Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
WCI Enterprise III LLC. 

Filed 3/1/19. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 90 
Highland Ave, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

THECOMPANY MANAGE-
MENT LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/27/19. Office 
location: Ulster County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC, P.O. 
Box 573, Lake Katrine, NY 
12449. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
UPSTATE BUILDING 

GROUP, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
3/19/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
110 Maiden Ln., Kingston, NY 
12401, which is also the princi-
pal business location. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 1017 Creek Locks 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on 3/13/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be  served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Office located at 
1025 Creek Locks Rd, Rosen-
dale, NY 12472. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
5th Alarm Fiber LLC. Ar-

ticles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on April 3, 
2019. Office location: Ulster 
County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: 5th Alarm 
Fiber LLC 861 Robert St.  
Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
Mad Ang Holdings LLC, 

Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 4/5/2019. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to John Yon-
netti, Jr., 2889 State Rte. 32, 
Kingston, NY 12401.General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 67 

Chapel Street, LLC, Art. of 
Org.   filed w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 04/03/2019. Office 
location: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 67 Chapel Street, 
Kingston NY 12401.  Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Peersights, LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 3/18/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail pro-
cess to Katherine Ponte, 271 
Beaverkill Rd., Stone Ridge, NY 
12484. General Purpose.\

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

an order entered by the Su-
preme Court, Ulster County, 
on the 29 day of March, 2019, 
bearing Index Number 19-
0708, a copy of which may be 
examined at the Office of the 
Clerk of the County of Ulster, 
located at 244 Fair Street, 2nd 
Floor, Kingston, N.Y., grants 
me the right to assume the 
name of  Tracy Lynn Christian. 
My present address is 127 
Tinker Street, Woodstock, NY 
12498; the date of my birth is 
July 31, 1970; the place of my 
birth is New York, New York; 
my present name is Tracy Lynn 
Denton.

LEGAL NOTICES

1
Everything Ulster Publishing  

 in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com

There can be only one.
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KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

A music scene veteran for more than 

three decades, Thalia Zedek is challeng-
ing to do justice to. Whether her very 
influential past projects Come, Uzi, and 
Live Skull or her new trio E and her solo 

work, Zedek has always drawn from a deep well of emo-
tion. Her music can lean towards calm or caterwauling, 
but it always captures attention and is hard to forget. 
Zedek’s latest release is 2018’s Fighting Season (Thrill 
Jockey), which sees her working with former Come 
bandmate Chris Brokaw and features a guest solo by 
longtime friend and Dinosaur Jr. guitarist J Mascis.

For all the times I chain-smoked cheap cigs trying 
to get my voice to sound as cool and scratchy or bluesy 
as hers or Chris Cornell’s, I have to say it was slightly 
intimidating to even briefly interview her about her 
upcoming April 20 show at Tubby’s on Broadway.

Morgan Y. Evans: I first really got into your music 
because I loved Mac McNeilly and saw he played on 
Come’s Near Life Experience. I loved how unique that 
band sounded and confident beating your own drum. 
Your voice was so bluesy but modern, like walking into 
the middle of a great story and wondering the parts 
you hadn’t heard that made the character who they are. 
Does that make sense? All of your musical endeavors 
have been distinct. Do you feel nostalgic often or mostly 
focus on where you are at currently as an artist? 
Thalia Zedek: Thanks so much, I think I do understand 
what you mean! I try to stay focused on current and 
future projects but it’s been really fun to play the occa-
sional Come shows again. We reissued Eleven Eleven in 
2013 on Matador/Glitterhouse and did some touring 
around that release and we are currently discussing 
reissuing the rest of our catalogue — which is also out 
of print at this time. 

MYE: So you have played Tubby’s a few times which 
is so cool and I can’t wait to catch you there. I missed 
previous events due to work and life stuff and then 
had like depression over it for a few days each time. 
What is it about Kingston and the intimate but super 
groovy character of that place that appeals to you? Do 
you also like King Tubby? 
TZ: I do like King Tubby and I also like Cory Plump 
very much, who runs Tubby’s. We met through a mu-
tual friend Eli, from The Go To Beds, who knew Cory 
from his band Spray Paint. Me and Chris Brokaw were 
touring and were looking for a show in the area and 
Cory invited us to the bar. I loved the staff and the 
bar and really liked the audience who came out to the 
shows. There were people there I knew from New York 
City and Boston and everyone was very welcoming. I’d 

already had some experience with the area when my 
girlfriend, who is an artist, had a summer residency 
in Rosendale. When I would visit her we would hang 
out in Kingston and I had also played at BSP with my 
band E in 2016 with the Peter Aaron/Brian Chase duo 
and thought it was a really cool town. 

MYE: You’ve had powerful experiences or roots in 
D.C., as a Boston resident and enjoying New York’s 
punk scene. They each have a distinct character. Do 
you feel like any of those places is closer to your heart 
than the others? It’s OK if it’s Boston, I won’t get mad 
even though I am a pretty religious New York Stater. 
TZ: I’d say that both Boston and New York are closer 
to my heart than D.C. I lived in New York City during 
a very special and fertile period in the ’80s. I feel very 
lucky that I was able to experience it before it became 
completely gentrified. So I will always have a soft spot 
for New York City, but it really is a completely different 
city now than the one I experienced. The New York 
City that I knew and loved (East Village, Lower East 
Side, Williamsburg) is no more and I definitely consider 
Boston my home. At this point I’ve lived here most 
of my life and the music scene here has always been 
very interesting, constantly evolving and in general 
very supportive.

MYE: What is inspiring you creatively these days? It 

is such a bleak time on the national stage but there are 
all these bright lights happening out there as well in 
art and music and some fresh political faces. I would 
love to know what compels you though to keep the faith, 
pick up the guitar and channel through that old friend 
of musical expression.
TZ: For me writing and playing music with other peo-
ple is just something that I physically and spiritually 
need to do. I’ve learned from experience that when I 
don’t do it I’m not a very happy nor healthy person. 
So I try to stay close to the muse.

NAOMI YANG

Thalia Zedek.

A VOICE FOR 

ALL SEASONS
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KINGSTON TIMES
EDITORIAL

City could be smarter
about the post office park

Regarding the Planet Wings-Post Office park pend-
ing city purchase of the commercial parcel and public 
park transformation: I think the city is moving too 
quickly on this purchase. First, I would want to see a 
cost/benefit analysis performed by a disinterested 3rd 
party, taking ALL expenses — purchase, development, 
maintenance, uncollected tax receipts (20 years, 50 
years), etc.; and anticipated public use and enjoyment 
of said park. Give it 30 days for that analysis. Second, 
the City should commission a targeted Survey Monkey 
online and volunteer-based door-to-door survey of 
residents (within a quarter mile, for instance) who 
would use the new park. That could be completed 
concurrent with the analysis.

A primary concern with the park concept is that 
it provides only a partial traffic fix and the creation 
of another potentially underutilized mini-park. How 
often do we see kids playing in and citizens enjoying 
Academy Park, or in the wasteland between Col. 
Chandler/Albany Ave/Broadway? People are not 
drawn to small green patches surrounded by high 
traffic, it’s sort of Urban Planning 101, and it will be 
used sparingly unless there are significant, additional 
design features integrated: green screening, attractive 
fencing, a sense of security between the park user and 
the speeding traffic feet away.

A further concern is that a few million dollars will 
be spent in the absence of due diligence, we’ll have 
an underfunded park that could become a neglected 
asterisk, and condemn a high profile commercial 
property for an eternity to zero tax revenue generation.

An alternative to the pocket park and traffic tweak 
is the unique opportunity presented for a public-private 
collaboration. It doesn’t have to be a black-and-white 
proposition — several goals could be achieved at once 
with a revenue-generating component remaining 
intact. I suggest we step back and pursue a project 
RFP that attracts a credentialed private developer 
to conceive and construct a beautiful, high profile 
building. The city could still consummate the property 
purchase, and then invite developers to propose, say, 

a mixed use structure that provides sidewalk level 
commercial spaces and market rate and affordable 
residential units with balconies and a solar PV roof 
above — with on-site parking included. Not at all im-
possible for the site, and outdoor areas could still be 
provided. That’s called smart growth, and a win-win.

Brad Will

Kingston

Learn more about NYHA
I’m somewhat surprised when I meet New Yorkers 

who are unfamiliar with the New York Health Act 
(NYHA), and I’m astonished that most have never 
even heard of it! But if they knew that this legislation 
— already passed in the New York Assembly four years 
running, and with a good chance of passing  this year 
in both houses of the  New York legislature — would 
guarantee health care to all residents of New York 

regardless of income or pre-existing conditions, people 
would want to know more. And when they learned that 
NYHA would cover dental, vision, hearing, mental 
health, prescription drugs, and long term care — all 
with no deductibles, no co-payments and no need for 
supplemental insurance, costing the vast majority of us 
much less than we are currently paying for health in-
surance, people would become very interested indeed! 

On Saturday, June 13, from 3 p.m.-4:30 p.m., 
there’ll be an event, Telling Our Stories, at the Kingston 
Library, where we can hear from healthcare providers 
and recipients about the impact of our current sick 
system, and how the NYHA will cure it. 

I’m planning to attend, and I hope to see many of 
you there as well. You can hear others’ stories, and 
tell your own.

Paul R. Cooper

Kingston
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ELECTIONS 2018VanBlarcum vs. FigueroaIncumbent sheriff will be contested for Dem endorsementBY JESSE J. SMITH

A s he gears up to run for 

a fourth four-year term Ulster 
County sheriff, Paul VanBlar-
cum is facing something new 
— a challenge from within the 

Democratic Party.While the incumbent lawman is count-
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Juan Figueroa.

DAN BARTON

Paul VanBlarcum.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Biting commentary

CALEV RABE SIMON, 3, of Kingston enjoys an apple at the Kingston Farmers Market, which opened its outdoor season on 

Saturday.

ELECTION 20A race taking shape?Ryan touts poll, Delgado gets major endorsement in Dem Congress tussle  BY JESSE J. SMITH

W ith seven candidates 

vying for the Democratic 
nomination for the 19th 
Congressional District 
— and little ideological 

daylight between them — campaigns are 

touting their candidate’s electability in the 

November battle against incumbent Re-

publican John Faso as they head towards 

a June 26 primary to decide who’ll get the 

party’s line.Last week, Kingston native and former 

Army officer Pat Ryan was touting a new 

poll that showed him narrowly beating 

Faso in a head-to-head matchup. The 

same survey, by the Democratic Party-

aligned firm Public Policy Polling, showed 

Rhinebeck corporate attorney Antonio 

Delgado in a tie with the incumbent. The 

poll, commissioned by Ryan’s campaign, 

was based on a survey of 928 voters in 

SCHOOLSThe whole megillahKCSD voters OK it all — budget, props, 
Dietz deal, school board trustees  BY CRISPIN KOTTK CSD school officials 

celebrated a clean sweep on 
Tuesday night as their $175 
million budget proposal for 
the 2018-19 school year and 

three separate propositions all met wide-

spread approval from voters, who turned 

out in fewer numbers than they had one 

year earlier.In unofficial results, the $175,032,027 

spending plan passed by a margin of 

1,523-597, with voters in all seven el-

ementary schools approving. The budget 

will increase the local property tax levy by 

2.62 percent and increase overall spend-

ing by 3.21 percent. The spending plan 

represents an increase of $5,450,486 over 

the current school year’s budget, but it 

comes with a tax levy increase nearly a 

full percentage point lower than the state-

mandated cap of 3.56 percent.
With a spring storm hammering the 

Hudson Valley during the day, fewer 

voters turned out than they did in 2017. 

A total 2,120 votes were cast on Tuesday 

compared to 2,875 last year. Even so, the 

percentages were greater in favor of the 
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The Importance 
of Being Earnest in 
Rhinebeck; Silver 
Needle Runway

friday

Blues Traveler’s 
Popper at Bearsville; 
Rhinebeck Antique 
Car Show begins

saturday

Alasdair Fraser and 
Natalie Haas at 
Ashokan Center; 
I Love My Park Day

sunday

New Paltz Regatta; 
Lake Street Dive 
performs at UPAC 
in Kingston

monday

Free/low-cost 
“Spay Shuttle” 
in Poughkeepsie 
and Fishkill

tuesday

Spotty Dog 
Trivia Night in 
Hudson: All-Nerd 
Throwdown

wednesday

Learn the basics 
of sailing at the 
Beacon Sloop 
Sailing Club
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IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Two million for science studying
I

t was about six years ago, maybe 

more by now, that Assemblyman 
Kevin Cahill was shown around the 
Rhinebeck Middle School by school 
superintendent Joe Phelan. The 

school was buzzing with hands-on activity. 
A bunch of kids was studying aerody-
namics by comparing the performance of 
miniature racing cars. One group of girls 
was building little bridges while another 
was busy smashing them. Another cluster 
of students was programming a computer 
to give instructions to a remote device. In 
another room kids were testing a wind 
tunnel. More girls were participating 
than boys.

Cahill was much impressed by the 
enthusiasm for learning of the students. 
The middle schoolers were doing projects, 
testing their work, developing new con-
cepts and having fun. That’s what STEM 
learning (science, technology, engineering 
and math) should be, Cahill remembers 
thinking.

Originally supported in 2007 by 
contributions by Kingston cardiologist 
and Rhinebeck resident Ali Hammoud, 
his wife Jennifer, and many other locals, 
the Rhinebeck Science Foundation had 
already at that time developed into a formi-
dable community-based organization to 
provide equipment and financial support 
for the Rhinebeck schools. The resources 
of that foundation had been augmented by 
$50,000 in state money through Cahill.

Why couldn’t the same effort be made 
in all school districts? Specifically, why 
couldn’t all the school districts in the 103rd 
Assembly District have the same access to 
the kind of science equipment and learning styles as 
the Rhinebeck kids enjoyed? 

At that point, the thought was just an idea to which 
the local assemblyperson was willing to commit his 
energy. Cahill knew that he could secure some capital 
funding for school equipment from Albany if it was 
an important enough priority for him. But how could 
he sustain the effort? Operating funds are much more 
difficult to obtain in the state budget than capital funds. 

Cahill and The Benjamin Center director 

Gerald Benjamin have been friends for decades. 
They were both Ulster County legislators in the 

1980s, Cahill serving as Democratic minority leader 
and Benjamin as Republican majority leader. From 
1991 to 1993 Benjamin was legislature chairman, and 
in 1993 Cahill was elected for the first time to the state 
Assembly. For years, they commuted together from 
Ulster County to jobs in Albany. They’ve kept in touch 
over the years, and have been known frequently to 
discuss state government and state politics.

The final state budget for 2019-20 passed by the 
state legislature in the early hours of April Fool’s Day 
included $100,000 in funding for The Benjamin 
Center at SUNY New Paltz. According to Benjamin, 
the state funds will pay the salary of Robin Jaco-
bowitz, The Benjamin Center’s director of education 
programs and a Kingston school board trustee, and 
provide other project support. Her main task will be 
to run the Science Lab Initiative (SLI), announced In 
September 2016 by Cahill and The Benjamin Center. 

The SLI’s mission at that time was “to encourage 
scientific curiosity and creativity, build student inter-
est in science education in middle and high schools” 
in Cahill’s Assembly district. The mandate was later 
extended to incorporate elementary schools as well.

The SLI came at the right time. In 2016 the State 
Education Department adopted new science learning 
standards. Advocating for “a different approach to daily 
teaching and learning,” the revised standards cited 
the need for “21st-century science skills” combining 
abstract reasoning, collaboration skills, ability to learn 
from peers or through technology, and flexibility in 
learning. Students needed to learn how to think and 
solve problems for which there was no one solution.

The SLI has been awarded two $500,000 state 
grants, and Cahill says a third grant for a similar 
amount is moving forward; its parameters are yet to 
be determined.

As well as being indispensable in the state screening 
process reviewing the Cahill-initiated grant applica-
tions, The Benjamin Center was able to add structure 
to Cahill’s vision. It was able to build in flexibility. 
Each district was able to focus its lab on an area of its 
scientific interest. Wallkill was all in on virtual reality. 
Rondout Valley wanted microscopes for enhancing 
instruction in biology, earth science and physics. 
Kingston wanted programmable drones. Rhinebeck, 
Red Hook and Ulster Boces were into data analysis 
for uses like weather forecasting, analysis of DNA, 
and water-quality testing.          

Participating in the first phase of the SLI initiative 
to serve the middle and high schools by developing 
science labs and accompanying programs in them were 
the Kingston, Onteora, New Paltz, Rondout Valley, 
Wallkill, Red Hook and Rhinebeck school districts, 
plus Ulster Boces and the Woodstock Day School. For 
the second phase providing STEM resources to each of 
the elementary schools in all the participating districts, 
the Ellenville, Highland and Saugerties school districts 
were added. Ulster Boces, which doesn’t provide el-
ementary education, and the Woodstock Day School 
were not Included. Boces continues on the advisory 
board and provides professional development (which 
Jacobowitz says it does very well under the leadership 
of Superintendent Joe Khoury).

Cahill would like SLI participation by other local 
non-public schools, but grant-source restrictions must 
be considered. 

Each district has been charged with developing 
plans for its lab and working with teams of teachers, 
including STEM master teachers (there are about 
800 in the state). The Benjamin Center’s Jacobowitz, 
primary contact for the SLI, coordinates the work. 

Each of the approximately 30 elementary school 
buildings in the consortium will receive $20,000 in the 
second phase. Doesn’t sound like much? Jacobowitz 
says the schools can do a lot with investments in such 
equipment as computers, drones, robots, microscopes, 
spectrophotometers and aquariums. “In the end,” 

Jacobowitz, a member of the school board in Kingston 
for the past decade, “everyone agreed [the equipment] 
should be on site in all the schools.” The districts are 
being encouraged to think in terms of linking their 
second-phase work to that done in the first phase.

District plans must be approved by the Science 
Lab Initiative’s advisory board, after which supporting 
project teams implement them. 

Kevin Cahill isn’t done yet with his sci-

ence initiative. There’s more to come, he 
anticipates.

Some school districts have been more active in 
SLI than others. The assemblyperson envisages the 
third phase of SLI as bringing the districts all to the 
same level of participation. It will also examine how 
the local high schools are preparing their students for 
STEM subjects at the university level. 

The integration of all aspects of regional public 
science education into one system is a worthy vision.

Bridges between levels of education are important. 
So are bridges between education and employment. 

The combination of substantial public investment in 
STEM and robust outreach to the private economy 
will require the evolution of an even more holistic, 
self-sustaining vision. The fourth round of SLI funding 
follows the way some elite universities, such as Cornell 
and Stanford, have synergized academics and econom-
ic development. Cahill suggests private-companies 
match state contributions for scientific equipment 
crucial to their own future needs. 

Cahill says SUNY New Paltz has spent $100 mil-
lion on science buildings and equipment in the past 
few years. At the same time, the college of which he 
is a graduate has been strengthening its bonds with 
the private sector: internships, individual research 
projects, workforce development, and private-sector 
job opportunities for graduates. The school of science 
and engineering has been particularly active on the 
outreach front.

Cahill sees working with “what SUNY New Paltz 
comes up with” in terms of both the bridge between 
levels of science education in the Hudson Valley and the 
bridge between SUNY and the regional science-based 
economy as the fourth phase of the SLI.

OPINION

LAUREN THOMAS

Robin Jacobowitz, The Benjamin Center’s director of education programs.
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COUNTY NOTES cont’d

Dumping and defiance
A ruling by a state Supreme Court justice has halted 

Saugerties from enforcing stop-work orders issued by 
its building department to J. Karolys and Son, a local 
trucking and excavation company that’s under scrutiny 
for disposal of construction debris on four properties 
situated near the Woodstock-Saugerties town line.  

More than 200 concerned residents packed into 
a town Zoning Board of Appeals meeting at Frank 
Greco Senior Center on April 1 to complain about 
an onslaught of 18-wheelers and four ever-growing 
mounds of what they said consists of untested, discard-
ed construction materials. ZBA members struggled at 
points to control the bristling, jeering crowd. 

Although the stop-work order has been issued for 
all four of Karolys’ properties, attempts to enforce 
them have been halted by a show-cause order issued 
by judge Richard Mott after Karolys filed an Article 78 
lawsuit opposing the town’s decision. The show-cause 
order requires the ZBA to either lift the stop-work 
order or decide to maintain it before the court can 
decide whether to allow it.  

The ZBA has two months to make its decision. 
Its next scheduled meeting is May 6, but it can call 
a special session earlier. The ZBA will need time to 
review evidence presented by Karolys’ attorney Melvin 
T. Higgins, town attorney John Greco and about 200 
pages of transcribed accounts presented orally April 
1, as well as those comments sent in writing. The four 
properties where material is being dumped are at 1446 
Route 212, 90 Goat Hill Road, 33 Fel Qui Road and 
43 Fel Qui Road, all in Saugerties.

CHRISTINA COULTER

Paltz parking money in limbo
Once upon a time, New Paltz village officials met 

with then-county executive Mike Hein to get money 
for more parking. The Empire State Trail being charted 
through New Paltz is expected to bring tourist dollars 
to town, but a lot of those tourists have cars and there’s 
not a lot of parking in the village core. What was 
discussed with Hein, as recalled by deputy mayor KT 
Tobin, was county money for improvements to the lot 
between Huguenot Street and the sewage treatment 
plant. Just repainting the stripes more efficiently 
could double the amount of spaces, and with lighting 
it could be transformed from a place infamous for 

shadowy dealings to a welcoming lot just a short walk 
from downtown.

Before he left office, Hein did seek to set aside 
money, but legislators didn’t think the parameters for 
how to spend it were very clear and instead opted to 
place it in contingency.

County legislator Hector Rodriguez agreed with 
town and village officials at their April 4 joint meeting 
that “overtures were made” to pay for this project, and 
that it was included in Hein’s public budget presenta-
tion. However, he likened the money to a check made 
out in a certain amount, but without a payee filled in, 
because of that lack of guidelines as to how it should 
be spent. Overtures were also made to leaders of other 
communities to spend that same money. Rodriguez 
and fellow legislator Jim Delaune are seeking to find 
a way through the legislative morass to secure that 
funding for parking. Rodriguez said it may take a 
month to come up with a solution.

Road work wrapping up
James Street, Rosendale’s favorite shortcut around 

its downtown, has been intermittently out of com-
mission for a long while now, but it looks like it will 
be open again next month. In February, a water main 
failure and resulting sinkhole forced the street to close.

But extensive storm damage to town infrastructure 
qualified Rosendale to apply for millions of dollars in 
state funding via the NY Rising program, and funds 
were allocated for a complete overhaul of the most 
severely affected section of James Street.

“By the end of this month, we should have that all 
wrapped up,” Joe Mihm, senior project engineer at 
Brinnier & Larios, PC, announced at April 3 meeting 
of the Rosendale town board. “The road will be open 
by the end of April or the first of May.”

Closing the school gap
The proposed $65.8-million Saugerties school 

district’s draft budget for the 2019-20 school year 
represents an increase of roughly $1.8 million, or 2.83 
percent, over the current year. School officials have 
been dealing with a revenue shortfall of $705,423.

The budget has been crafted during a period of 
administrative flux. Seth Turner and Lissa Jilek, the 
superintendent and business manager who created the 
2018-19 spending plan, have left the district. Deputy 
superintendent Lawrence Mautone has served as in-
terim superintendent since Turner left in September, 

and Donald Gottlieb has taken on the role of business 
manager from Warren Donohue, who served in an 
interim capacity after Jilek’s departure. 

The district was helped in its budget process by a 
decrease in health insurance costs.

At $29.6 million, or 44.96 percent, salaries com-
prise the greatest portion of the proposed budget. 
Fringe benefits ($18 million, 27.49%), contractual 
expenses ($6.7 million, 10.19%) and Boces programs 
($5.6 million, 8.47%) were other sizable portions of 
the draft spending plan. 

Voters in the district overwhelmingly approved 
the 2018-19 budget, which passed by a margin of 
663-345. The weather was believed to play a role in 
the relatively poor turnout.

New Paltz-issued IDs
Members of the public came out last week in favor 

of the concept of a local municipal ID card for the 
town of New Paltz. Town and village board members 
had a number of questions about state record-keeping 
requirements, cost of equipment and other issues.

Jonathan Bix, executive director of Nobody Leaves 
Mid-Hudson, said at the monthly joint meeting 
on April 4 that a local ID could bring benefits to 
cardholders, but would be particularly helpful for 
those belonging to marginalized groups. Besides 
undocumented immigrants, Bix listed senior citizens, 
domestic violence victims, transgender individuals 
and homeless people among those who could benefit 
from a local ID.

Municipal ID programs have been adopted or 
are being considered in Newburgh, Middletown, 
Poughkeepsie and Kingston. This made deputy 
mayor KT Tobin wonder whether the program was 
as feasible in a town as it is in a city. Town supervisor 
Neil Bettez asked about if a town-issued ID would be 
accepted by school officials from parents picking up 
their children, as school districts are governments 
in their own right.

Bettez had another concern, that “it will look like a 
Blockbuster card” and thus not be taken seriously. One 
issued in a city, he mused, might “carry more weight.”

Deputy supervisor Dan Torres, saw how including 
incentives offered by business owners could remove 
the stigma associated with having one, by encouraging 
residents to procure it even if they have other forms 
of ID.

TERENCE P WARD

PHYLLIS McCABE

JACKSON DROBOT, AGE 4 OF GARDINER, waves to the Easter Bunny as his grandmother, Alyssa Toth, looks on during a ride of the Catskill Mountain Railroad’s Eas-

ter Bunny Express last Saturday. The train will run this and next Saturday as well.

Hey there 
Mr. Bunny


