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CITY GOVERNMENT UPTOWN

Take care before you declare
A ‘pos dec’ would 
positively end 
Kingstonian, 
engineer Larios 
warns  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A
s the city’s planning 

board is working to decide 
just how extensive the en-
vironmental review for the 
Kingstonian should be, an 

engineer for the developers of the site said 
this week he believes his bosses will pull 
the plug on the $53 million proposed res-
idential, commercial and parking project 
if planners demand they produce a full 
environmental impact statement.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Demonstrators outside City Hall at an anti-Kingstonian rally prior to last week’s 

hearing.

CITY GOVERNMENT

Voting with 
their feet
Two more members 
quit preservation 
panel, blast mayor on 
way out  BY JESSE J. SMITH

Two members of Kings-

ton’s Historic Preservation 
Landmarks Commission 
have resigned in protest 
after Mayor Steve Noble 

decided to replace two fellow commission-
ers on the volunteer board that oversees 
preservation efforts in the city.

The resignations of Leslie Melvin and 
Jane Birmingham bring to four the num-
ber of volunteers who’ve stepped down 
from city boards and commissions over 
the shakeup on the HLPC.

Earlier this month, Noble opted to 
replace architect Alan Baer and profes-
sional preservationist Marissa Marvelli 
on the HLPC. Both commissioners’ terms 
ended last year, but they had continued to 
serve. In their place, Noble has appoint-
ed realtor Hayes Clement and architect 
Robin Andrade. Both new appointees 
also serve on the city’s Heritage Area 
Commission, which oversees visitors’ cen-
ters and promotes tourism and economic 
development.

Critics of the appointments accused 
Noble of a backdoor attempt to merge the 
two commissions. Noble has previously 
advocated such a merger, but failed to 
win Common Council approval last year.

“These efforts appear only to serve 
one administration’s own short-term 
interests,” wrote Melvin in her April 11 
letter of resignation. “They’re not in the 
best interests of the residents of the City 
of Kingston, and they are certainly not in 
the interest of preserving what we know 
to be irreplaceable in the city we love.”

Noble has defended the shake-up at the 
HLPC as a routine matter and chance to 
get new voices on the commission. Noble 
added that it made sense to have some 
overlap between the two commissions 
since both bodies work touches on some 
of the same projects and initiatives. Noble 
added that he had taken steps to strength-
en the commission including adding a 
part-time clerk to assist members and 
shifting oversight from the city’s Build-
ing and Safety Division to the Planning 
Department.

“There are some conspiracy theories 
out there,” said Noble last week. “But the 
fact is I make new appointments to differ-
ent boards and commissions all the time.”

Melvin and Birmingham are the latest 

TOWN OF ULSTER

More rooms on Ulster Avenue
Hotel plan for Ulster Commons in the works, 
but builders want tax deal  BY CRISPIN KOTT

A 
hotel proposal in the 

Town of Ulster is inching 
forward following a public 
hearing earlier this month, 
but it’s still unclear whether 

the project will come to fruition, and if 

it does, which, if any, franchise it will be 
part of.

No members of the public spoke during 
the hearing held on Thursday, April 4 for 
the project, which is being developed for 
the Ulster Commons property by Chet 

Patel and Ulster Hospitality LLC. The 
project is based on a hotel plan pitched 
several years ago, but it needs a special 
use permit and variances because the 
scope has changed for the 100-room, four 
story hotel.

“Back when the original overall con-
cept master plan was put into place in 
2012, a 100-room 64,000-square foot 
hotel was planned at that time,” said 
David Young, a project manager with the 
Chazen Companies. “We are still looking 
at a 100-room hotel, a little bit larger in 
size at 64,810-square feet.”

Also changing in the plan is the setback 

PHOTOS BY PHYLLIS McCABE

TWINS GAVIN AND GREYSON BLANCHARD, 4 of 

Kingston, and their brother, Brayden, 3, show off their 

fi nds at the Junior League of Kingston’s egg hunt at For-

syth Nature Center last weekend. And Olivia Romeo, 3 of 

Stone Ridge, holds Daylight, a rabbit.

Eggs 
and 

bunnies
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More rooms on 
Ulster Avenue
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KINGSTON MEETINGS
Thursday, April 18
8 p.m. City of Kingston Local Development Corp, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080
5:30 p.m. Ulster County Youth Board, County Office 
Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 244 Fair St., 
Kingston
6:30 p.m. Kingston Library Board of Trustees, Kings-
ton Library, 55 Franklin Ave., Kingston, 331-0507
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Town Board, Town of Ulster 
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317

Sunday, April 21
12:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Easter Egg Hunt, Freer 
Beach, Port Ewen

Monday, April 22
6 p.m. City of Kingston Planning Board, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
6:30 p.m. Kingston City Land Bank, City Hall, 420 
Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Kingston Town Board Workshop, Town 
of Kingston Town Hall, 906 Sawkill Rd., Kingston, 
336-8835
7 p.m. Town of Hurley Town Board, Town of Hurley 
Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
7 p.m. Ulster County Climate Smart Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 
244 Fair St., Kingston

Tuesday, April 23
4 p.m. Town of Ulster Public Library Board of Trust-

ees, Town of Ulster Public Library, 860 Ulster Ave., 
Kingston, 338-7881
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Community Development, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080
7:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Town Board, Town of Eso-
pus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Wednesday, April 24
12 p.m. Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency 
Board of Directors, UC RRA Offices, Kingston
5 p.m. Climate Smart Kingston Commission, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080 
6 p.m. Town of Esopus Library Board of Trustees, Town 
of Esopus Library, 128 Canal St., Port Ewen, 338-5580
6:30 p.m. Ulster County Environmental Management 
Council, SUNY Ulster, Clinton Hall, Howard C. St. 
John Business Seminar Rm., Cottekill
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Public Safety/General 
Government Committee, City Hall, 420 Broadway, 
call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Esopus Waterfront Advisory Board, 
Town of Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 
339-1811
7 p.m. Kingston School Board, Cioni Administration 
Bldg., 61 Crown St., Kingston, 339-3000
7:30 p.m. Ulster County Fire Advisory Board, County 
Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 244 Fair 
St., Kingston

Thursday, April 25
8 a.m. Kingston Local Development Corp., City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

Monday, April 29
9:30 a.m. City of Kingston Civil Service Commission, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Common Council Housing 
Hearing--Developers, City Hall, 420 Broadway, call 
for location, Kingston, 331-0080

Tuesday, April 30
5:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Economic Development 
Committee, Town of Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, 
Port Ewen, 339-1811

Wednesday, May 1
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Common Council Housing 
Hearing--Homeless & Housing Insecure, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Ulster County Planning Board, County Office 
Bldg., 3rd fl., Surrogates Ct., 244 Fair St., Kingston

Thursday, May 2
4:30 p.m. CPC&Z Committee, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811
5:30 p.m. Ulster County Human Rights Commission, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 244 
Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Town of Hurley Rail Trail Committee, Town of 
Hurley Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Town Board Workshop, Town 
of Ulster Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 
331-1317

Friday, May 3
3 p.m. AARP Executive, Town of Esopus Town Hall, 
community center, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Monday, May 6
1-3 p.m. Town of Esopus Seniors, Town of Esopus 
Town Hall, community center, 284 Broadway, Port 
Ewen, 339-1811
7 p.m. Town of Hurley Planning Board, Town of Hurley 
Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
7 p.m. Town of Esopus American Legion, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, community center, 284 Broadway, 
Port Ewen, 339-1811 

Tuesday, May 7
5 p.m. Ulster County Ways & Means Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 
244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Ulster County Caucus, County Office Bldg., 
Democrats-6th fl.-Karen L. Binder Library, Repub-
licans-6th fl.-Legislative Chambers, 244 Fair St., 
Kingston
6-8 p.m. Town of Esopus Summer Camp Sign-up, 
Town of Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 
339-1811
7 p.m. Town of Esopus Town Board Workshop, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811
7 p.m. Town of Kingston Town Board, Town of Kings-
ton Town Hall, 906 Sawkill Rd., Kingston, 336-8835
7:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Port Ewen Board  of Fire 
Commissioners, Port Ewen Fire Department Head-
quarters, Rt. 9W, Port Ewen
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845-338-0704

from the road of an additional 12 feet to around 250 
feet in total.

Ulster Commons is a 14.66-acre property with six lots 
along Ulster Avenue, five of which are already developed; 
the hotel would be built on the sixth lot. Already at Ulster 
Commons are a CareMount Medical building, a branch 

of Ulster Savings Bank, a recently opened Smoothie 
King, a Tractor Supply Co. store and a vacant fast food 
restaurant building that was briefly a Hardee’s. Quigley 
said no one has come to the town with plans for the latter.

Other hotels along the Town’s retail corridor include 
Courtyard by Marriott, Hampton Inn, Holiday Inn 
Express and Residence Inn by Marriott.

Quigley said the Town is awaiting the developer’s 
next move, which could be determined next month at 
a meeting of the Ulster County Industrial Develop-
ment Agency (IDA). The developers, like pretty much 
everyone else who comes to town these days looking 
to build anything more elaborate than a lean-to, are 
seeking a payment in lieu of taxes (Pilot) agreement 

from the agency.
“[The developers] have not fulfilled their appli-

cation requirements with the Town because they are 
waiting to get an okay on the Pilot from the IDA as 
requested,” Quigley said. “The project will not move 
ahead without a Pilot.”

While the development’s Pilot hopes are likely to be 
discussed by the IDA in May, Quigley said that doesn’t 
necessarily mean a quick resolution.

“There is a process there,” Quigley said. “When it 
will be reviewed and approved, I have no idea. It’s a 
waiting game.”

The Ulster Town Board will meet again on Thurs-
day, April 18.
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SCHOOLS UPTOWNCioni Building price cut
Board votes to slash sale price to $3.47 million, 
citing ‘environmental issues’  BY CRISPIN KOTTT he Kingston Board of Edu-

cation has approved a reduction 
in the sale price of the Cioni 
Building earlier this month, 
a $781,000 discount school 

officials believe will clear a path to a 

closing date.Last July, the school board approved 

selling its current administrative head-

quarters to 61 Crown Street LLC, which 

is led by New York City-based developer 

PHYLLIS McCABE

The Cioni Building.

MIDTOWN REAL ESTATETax breaks for senior housing
Big New York City-based firm will own 
two Kingston projects  BY HUGH REYNOLDSF ederal, state and local 

regulations governing the sale 
and tax treatment of low-in-
come housing at Yosman Tower 
on Broadway and the Governor 

Clinton Hotel on Albany Avenue are com-

plex and exacting, “completely different 

than anybody in the world is familiar with,” 

said Ulster County Industrial Develop-

ment Agency chairman John Morrow 

following a public hearing in Kingston 

last Thursday evening.But the stakes are significant. The two 

apartment buildings, currently owned by 

the Aaron family of Kingston, house 196 

units of scarce low-income senior housing. 

Developers are seeking IDA approval of 

tens of millions of tax dollars in tax relief 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Yosman Tower.
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Sydney the pioneerFive-year-old becomes Ulster County’s first female Cub Scout  BY CARRIE JONES ROSS U lster County has its first female Cub Scout, five-

year-old Sydney Ware of Kingston.  Last October the Boy 

Scouts of America opened up registration to girls interested 

in being Cub and Boy Scouts. Last Monday, young Sydney 

— a kindergartner at Myer Elementary in Hurley — joined 

Pack 103’s Den 1 at St. James Methodist Church in Kingston. Her father, 

software engineer CT Ware, is the pack’s leader. Her mother, Brandi, is 

the Lion Cub leader and Sydney’s brother Zachary, 11, is a Boy Scout. “She 

has wanted to be a ‘Scub Scout’ since she could talk,” said Brandi Ware. 

“She was born two weeks into the start of her brother’s scouting career, 

and wanted to be a scout forever. We are so lucky that they changed the 

rules the year she is eligible to join.” 
CT Ware said that among the other things, Sydney will be able to shoot 

BB guns, participate in the Pinewood Derby and do camp-outs. “There 

are, and have been, other Boy Scout programs which allow older girls, 

such as Explorers and Venturer Scouts,” said CT. “This year, girls are being 

admitted into Cub Scouting. Next year in 2019 they will be admitted into 

the Boy Scout program, where they will be able to pursue Eagle Scout.”

Why does this little girl want to be a Boy Scout? Like most 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sydney Ware and her dad, CT Ware.
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COUNTY GOVERNMENTCash flow running low
County budget chief warns of sales tax, 
jail fees shortfall  BY JESSE J. SMITH

U
lster County’s next executive could 

come into office flying into financial 
headwinds, according to a memo from 
the county’s budget director. The memo 
from Burton Gulnick Jr. to Acting County 

Executive Adele Reiter outlines a series of challenges, 
including lower-than-expected sales tax revenue, a $1 
million shortfall in jail boarding fees and $200,000 in 
unexpected costs associated with the April 30 special 
election for county executive.

Gulnick’s memo referenced several troubling 
changes to the county budget’s projections , including 
a 2.5 percent decline in sales tax revenue in January 
compared to January 2018. Gulnick wrote that the 
county had already depleted funds set aside for snow 
removal in the 2019 spending plan and would have to 
pick up the $200,000 for the April 30 election that 
wasn’t included in the budget.

Gulnick also cited the projected shortfall of nearly 
$1 million in jail boarding fees over the figure con-
tained in the budget and a cost shift of $665,000 from 
the state to the county to cover aid to municipalities. 
Further, Gulnick’s memo laid out a series of fiscal 
challenges facing the county heading into the 2020 
budget season, including negotiating — and paying 
for — new contracts with four unions representing 
county employees.

“These issues and challenges we face today are many 
of the same or similar issues which we have addressed 
in the past,” wrote Gulnick in the memo. “We have been 
successful in surmounting these challenges because 
we have worked to identify challenges early. By doing 
so, we can make careful and concrete adjustments to 
our fiscal plan.”

Gulnick’s memo concludes with a series of recom-
mendations, including calls for an “aggressive” review 
of requests to fill vacancies in the county workforce 
and more careful monitoring of all grants to ensure 
that departments receive all funds due them. In an 
April 10 memo to all countywide elected officials, 
Reiter called on officials to exercise “strong fiscal dis-

cipline” and to work with Gulnick to implement the 
recommendations contained in the memo. Reiter did 
not return a call for comment.

Many of the challenges we face are similar to those 
we have faced in past fiscal years,” Reiter wrote in 
her April 10 memo. “And so, I am confident that with 
proper steps we can overcome them, as we have before.”

The political angle
Gulnick’s memo comes two weeks before a special 

election to determine who will hold the county execu-
tive’s seat for the remainder of 2019. Democrat Pat Ryan 
is facing Conservative Party Chairman Jack Hayes, 
running on the GOP line, in the April 30 election.

Town of Ulster Supervisor James Quigley III said 
that he believed there was a political motive behind the 
memo. Quigley, who has a background in accounting, 
said he found a number of flaws in Gulnick’s memo, 
including a failure to mention that the cost shift 
in aid to municipalities was offset by a new county 
revenue stream in the form of internet sales taxes. 
Quigley added that he believed that January, which 
saw a number of major snowstorms that likely kept 
shoppers home, was a poor base to predict sales tax 
trends through the year.

“Everything he sets out in that memo is financially 
imprudent,” said Quigley. “He says the county has 
faced these kinds of difficulties before, but they’ve 
never brought this level of attention to it until now, 
two weeks before an election.”  

PHYLLIS McCABE

JEAN HAINES IS HOLDING A DRAWING SHE MADE from a photo of Charlie Chaplin. Haines is the curator of the seventh annual Charlie Chaplin Tribute. Articles, mu-

sic, books, memorabilia and fi lms of and about the seminal actor and director are currently on display at Blue-Byrd’s Haberdashery at 320 Wall St. The show runs through 

April 27.

Charlie’s 
time
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If approved, the Kingstonian would add 129 units 
of market rate housing, 420 parking spaces with 250 
set aside for the public, a 32-room boutique hotel and 
8,000 square feet of commercial space on two adjacent 
parcels at the corner of North Front and Fair streets in 
the city’s Stockade District. The proposal was brought 
forward by the JM Development group in response 
to request by the city to redevelop the site, which has 
stood vacant since a former city-owned parking ga-
rage was demolished in 2009. The development team 
includes Kingston Plaza owner Brad Jordan, Patrick 
Page of Patrick Page Properties in Newburgh and the 
Orange County-based Bonura hospitality group. The 
developers have raised $46 million in private funding 
for the project; another $6.8 million will come from 
state grants.

The planning board must decide whether the 
project could produce enough potential impacts to 
merit a full environmental impact statement under the 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). 
A full environmental impact statement is typically a 
years-long process that involves input from — in the 
Kingstonian’s case — 10 “involved agencies” and the 
public. An initial “scoping document” identifies po-
tential negative impacts ranging 
from traffic congestion to stress 
on public services. Developers are 
then directed to produce detailed 
plans to mitigate or eliminate 
those impacts. An initial draft of 
the environmental impact state-
ment then goes up for additional 
public comment; developers may 
be asked to produce additional 
studies before the final statement 
is accepted as complete and the 
project can proceed.

Developers of the Kingstonian 
are currently conducting their 
own studies on the project’s poten-
tial impact on traffic, stormwater 
runoff and water and sewer infra-
structure. The developers have 
also engaged SUNY New Paltz 
archaeologist Joseph Diamond 
to survey potential archaeological 
resources at the site. The planning 
board could accept those studies 
as sufficient and green-light the 
project without a full environ-
mental impact statement process.

Dennis Larios is a civil en-
gineer with long experience in 
Kingston. He’s currently working with JM Develop-
ment Group on the Kingstonian project. Earlier this 
month, in a Facebook post, Larios suggested that his 
clients would likely walk away from the project if 
the planning board issues a “Positive declaration of 
environmental significance.”

Discussing his statement with Kingston Times, 

Larios said that he had not discussed the issue with the 
developers before his post, but based his assessment 
on his experience with the SEQRA process.

“That’s my opinion based on the time it takes to go 
through the [full environmental impact statement] 
process,” said Larios. “It adds anywhere from two to 
10 years until you can do anything and it just saps the 
energy out of the project. Very few of those projects 
ever get built.”

Larios also suggested that a full statement would 
be inappropriate for a project like the Kingstonian. 
The process, he said, was designed for very large 
projects, like the now-defunct proposal by the AVR 
Development Group that would have added more than 
2,000 units of new housing and effectively created 
an entire new neighborhood along the city’s Hudson 
River waterfront.

The Kingstonian, meanwhile, would occupy space 
that had been previously developed. One site on the 
project’s footprint had been a seven-story Montgom-

ery Ward department store and 
a freestanding parking garage. 
The site of the proposed hotel is 
a warehouse and had once been 
the Kingstonian Hotel.

“This is not that big of a 
project,” said Larios. “And you’re 
building on sites that have been 
built on before.”

Teicher’s shadow
Despite Larios’ contention, 

there is precedent for a positive 
declaration for a project at the 
site. In the early 2000’s the New 
Jersey-based Teicher Organiza-
tion sought to build on the same 
parcel currently slated to hold 
the Kingstonian’s apartment and 
parking structure. The Teicher 
plan was larger than the Kings-
tonian, with a 600-space garage 
and 260 units of housing in a 
12-story tower that drew fierce 
opposition from local preserva-
tionists. After the planning board 
issued a positive declaration 
of environmental significance, 
developers spent several years 

developing a statement before walking away, citing the 
length, expense and unclear outcome of the process.

Principals at JM Development Group did not say 
what a positive declaration would mean for the proj-
ect. In a prepared statement, Joe Bonura Jr. and Brad 
Jordan wrote the following: “We have not commented 
ourselves on what we would do should a positive dec-
laration be issued by the City of Kingston Planning 
Board. We have elected to instead concentrate on doing 
all things necessary and prudent in order to properly 
address SEQRA procedurally and substantively. The 
reasons many developers stop pursuing projects after 
the issuance of a positive declaration of environmental 
significance are the associated unknowns and financial 
impacts that may make a project no longer feasible. 
Issues such as time delays, potential interest rate 
movements, changes in the market and/or political 
climate, upfront developer fees and the extent of 
SEQRA review procedures all may contribute to a 
reassessment of a proposed development.”

Before you declare
Continued from Page 1

Kingstonian principal Joe Bonura Jr. explains the proposal to the audience at last week’s hearing.

PHOTOS BY PHYLLIS McCABE

Former alderwoman Deb Brown speaks at the hearing.

Applications open for 
Samara Fund art award

The Todd Samara Art Fund 
Award committee is seeking 
proposals from emerging and 
established contemporary artists, 
art educators, and/or curators for 
a project to take place in the City 
of Kingston. An award of $1,200 
will be given. This opportunity is 
open to all genres of art practice. 
Applicants must either reside or 
work in the City of Kingston.

Applicants should send a short 

description of their proposed 
project, a one-page CV and up to 
eight images or links to videos. 
Factors that will be considered by 
the committee include: originality 
of conception, quality of execu-
tion and/or craft, professionalism 
of presentation and visibility and/
or engagement with the commu-
nity, particularly as it pertains to 
under-served communities and 
the education of under-resourced 
youth.

Proposals should be submitted 
to mail@madkingston.org before 
July 1, 2019.

The Todd Samara Art Fund 

Award was created by the family 
and friends of Todd Samara to 
preserve his legacy as an artist. 
For over 30 years, Todd lived and 
painted in Kingston’s Rondout 
neighborhood, translating its hilly 
streets, tight rows of 19th-century 
gable-roofed houses, bridges and 
panoramic river views into poetic 
visions characterized by simpli-
fi ed, textured forms and rich, 
glowing color. In 2017, Samara 
was diagnosed with dementia 
and placed in long-term care. In 
deciding how to deal with the 
hundreds of paintings and draw-
ings Todd left behind, the Samara 

family arranged for an auction to 
be held to raise funds that would 
then be used to benefi t other 
artists in Kingston. The family 
felt this would be a great way to 
keep Todd’s presence alive in the 
community, which played such an 
important part in his work. The 
auction was held in November 
2018 and raised over $30,000, 
which has been invested with 
the Community Foundations of 
the Hudson Valley. The fund is 
administered by the Midtown Arts 
District (MAD), and a committee 
was formed to oversee an annual 
arts award generated from the 

fund’s interest.
To learn more about the Todd 

Samara Art Fund Award program, 
the committee will be hosting an 
event at Tony’s Pizzeria on June 
20 from 6-8 p.m. The recipient of 
the fi rst award will be announced 
at MAD’s Celebration of the Arts 
in August.

The story of the sloop
Join Clearwater Captain Betsy 

Garthwaite on Wednesday, April 
24 at 7 p.m. in the Hudson River 
Maritime Museum Barn for “50 
Years Later: A History of Building 
the Sloop Clearwater.”

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

m 
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Kingstonian gets a raucous hearing at City Hall

Battle lines were drawn in the mat-

ter of the city’s most divisive development 
proposal in years when more than 200 
people turned out for a public hearing last 

Wednesday night on the proposed Kingstonian project.
While members of the city’s business community 

came out strong on April 10 in support of the proposed 
housing, parking and retail complex in the Stockade 
District, affordable housing advocates and other 
activists called for the city’s planning board to reject 
the $52 million project, claiming that it would fuel 
gentrification and lead to Kingston’s poorest residents 
being pushed out of their homes.

The proposed Kingstonian project would occupy 
two sites on either side of Fair Street extension in Up-
town Kingston. One site, on the corner of North Front 
and Wall Streets would hold 129 units of market rate 
housing and a 420-space indoor parking structure. 
The plan states that 250 of those parking spots would 
be set aside for the public. On the Fair Street side, a 
brick warehouse owned by project co-developer Brad 
Jordan would be converted into a 32-room boutique 
hotel. The proposal also calls for 8,000 square feet of 
retail space, an open-air plaza and a pedestrian bridge 
linking the site to Kingston Plaza. The project headed 
up by Jordan and Poughkeepsie-based JM Develop-
ment Group is funded with $46 million in private 
investment and another $ $6.8 million in state grants.

The hearing before the planning board at City 
Hall comes as the board is weighing the scope of the 
environmental review process for the Kingstonian. 
Developers are currently compiling studies of the 
project’s potential impact on traffic, archaeological 
resources and other issues brought up since the project 
was first proposed in 2017. The board could accept 
those studies as sufficient and allow the project to 
proceed with what’s known in state environmental 
quality review act parlance as a “negative declaration of 
environmental impact.” Alternatively, the board could 
issue a “positive declaration” and require developers to 
produce a full environmental impact statement (EIS). 
The EIS process would allow the public and involved 
agencies to identify potential negative environmental 
impacts from the project. Developers would then have 
to provide answers, backed by data, addressing how 
all of those impacts would be eliminated or mitigated. 

The process typically takes several years.
The hearing before a packed house in the Common 

Council chambers was preceded by a rally on the City 
Hall steps where about 60 Kingstonian opponents 
voiced objections to the project and called for more 
resources to be directed towards affordable housing. 
The rally included speakers from the activist groups 
Citizen Action of New York State, The Kingston Ten-
ants Union and Rise Up Kingston. Speakers argued 
that the development was geared towards wealthy 
outsiders who would inevitably push out longtime 
city residents and businesses.

“We demand that the planning board take into 
account how the Kingstonian will affect real Kings-
tonians,” said Rise Up Kingston organizer Lisa Royer. 

Inside the council chambers, where activists 
marched in chanting, the “The rent is too damn high!” 
JM Development principle Joe Bonura Jr. kicked off 
the hearing with a presentation highlighting chang-
es to the project made based on input from historic 
preservation groups and other community stakehold-
ers. Bonura said the exterior changes were modeled 
on Uptown landmarks, including the Montgomery 
Ward store that once occupied the site and the former 
Stuyvesant Hotel on nearby Fair Street. Bonura also 
stressed the Kingstonian’ status as an “urban infill 
project” that would simply restore a parcel that had 
been built upon previously and said the Kingstonian 
would fill a “missing tooth” in the neighborhood’s ar-
chitecture. The site, which in addition to Montgomery 
Ward once housed a city-run parking structure, has 
been an open-air city-owned parking lot since 2009 
when the aging garage was torn down due to safety 
concerns. Three previous efforts to redevelop the site 
failed for lack of interest from developers.

“We feel that we finally have the right team and the 
right project to make something happen,” said Bonura.

Supporters of the plan included representatives 
from the Ulster County Regional Chamber of Com-
merce and the Kingston Uptown Business Association 
who said the project would bring new consumers, 
new revenue and new vitality to the neighborhood. 
Several supporters said that the Kingstonian would 
provide needed housing for its target demographic, 
seniors looking to “age in place” and young profes-
sionals. Supporters of the project also warned that 

an exhaustive environmental review taking years to 
finish could kill the project — and send the message 
to other developers that the city was not interested 
in their business. 

“This is Kingston’s Amazon moment,” said one 
Uptown property owner referring to the internet 
retail giant’s recent withdrawal from a plan to locate 
a headquarters in New York City. “We don’t want to 
repeat that, where 1,000 vocal opponents killed 25,000 
six-figure jobs and 100,000 other jobs.”

Most of the speakers either called on the board to 
support the project, or reject it. One of the few who 
addressed the issue of the scope of the environmen-
tal review was Giovanna Righini. Righini resigned 
her post on the City’s Heritage Area Commission to 
protest Mayor Steve Noble’s decision not to reappoint 
two members of the Historic Landmarks Preservation 
Commission who had publicly argued for a full envi-
ronmental impact statement. At the hearing, Righini 
argued that the Kingstonian’s size and potential impact 
on the neighborhood demanded a more exhaustive 
review process.

“It is important to allow public participation in 
anything that affects the community on this grand of 
a scale,” said Righini. “It is just as important in helping 
the developers to get it right.” 

Some opponents of the plan, meanwhile, called on 
the board to reject the Kingstonian proposal outright. 
Others demanded that affordable housing be included 
in the project. Several noted that the project would 
only contribute to an ongoing crisis of affordability in 
the city in general and Uptown in particular.

“This is not being built for us,” said Kingston 
Tenants Union co-founder Rashida Tyler. “We need 
equitable development, we don’t need enclaves. Luxury 
housing is not a necessity. Sorry.”

JESSE J. SMITH

volunteers to step down over the changes at the HLPC. 
Earlier this month, Giovanna Righini resigned her post 
on the Heritage Area Commission and Rebecca Mar-
tin quit a task force studying new zoning regulations 
to protest Noble’s replacement of Marvelli and Baer. 
Both said that they were troubled by the timing of the 
shake-up, just one week after the HLPC sought input 
on an upcoming environmental review of the proposed 
Kingstonian project in the city’s Stockade District. The 
city’s planning board is currently weighing whether or 
not to issue a “positive declaration of environmental 
significance” which would require the developers to 
undergo a more extensive review process.

At a March 7 meeting of the HLPC — the first 
under the auspices of the Planning Department — 
Marvelli pressed City Planner Suzanne Cahill to allow 
the commission to discuss placing on the record a 
recommendation that the planning board issue a 
positive declaration based on the project’s potential 
impact on the Stockade District’s historic character. 
Cahill argued that the move was premature, since 
the planning board had yet to assume “lead agency” 
status in the review. Assistant Corporation Counsel 
Dan Gartenstein, meanwhile, told commissioners that 
the discussion could violate state Open Meetings Law 
since it was not included on a previously published 
agenda for the meeting.

In a statement to the Kingston Times Melvin echoed 
Marvelli’s concerns. “A city commission attempted 
to do what it is expected of it by state law [submit 
preservation-related concerns about a project to a 
municipal lead agency] and is met by interference at 
each turn?” wrote Melvin in an email. “This makes 
being a volunteer and being conscientious more dif-
ficult than it really should be.”

Voting with their feet
Continued from Page 1

PHYLLIS McCABE

Demonstrators weren’t afraid to get loud in Common Council chambers.

The Hudson River Sloop Clear-
water was launched in South Bris-
tol, Maine on May 17, 1969. The 
dream began in 1964 with folk-
singer and activist Pete Seeger, 
who longed to recreate the iconic 
Hudson River sloop and get it 
sailing on the Hudson again. In 
this talk, Betsy Garthwaite, past 
Clearwater board president and 
a former captain, will recount the 
story of the construction of the 
sloop, from the laying of the keel 
to her launching.

To register for this lecture, 
please visit www.hrmm.org/
lecture-series. Tickets are free 

for HRMM members, $5 for 
non-members. Pre-registration is 
strongly recommended. For more 
information, contact Education 
Director Sarah Wassberg Johnson 
at swassberg@hrmm.org.

Volunteer opportunities 
at Olana

The Olana Partnership is 
seeking volunteers for the Olana 
State Historic Site to interact 
with its international visitors 
who love the arts, architecture 
and landscape. Join a dynam-
ic team and enjoy a sense of 
fulfi llment along with one of the 

Hudson Valley’s most beautiful 
environments. Volunteers are 
sought to assist with touring the 
Main House on Tuesday through 
Sunday afternoons from May 
through November. Interested 
individuals are encouraged to 
attend the special training for 
Olana self-guided tour and room 
guide volunteers. Meet at the 
Olana Visitor Center on Friday, 
May 3 from 2-3 p.m. The Olana 
Partnership is also accepting 
applications for all other volun-
teers who may be interested in 
helping for the 2019 season. 
Opportunities includes touring, 

ambassadors, event assistance, 
programming, and more. To fi ll 
out the application form and get 
started, visit www.olana.org. For 
more information, contact Margot 
Isaacs, membership and volun-
teer coordinator, at (518) 751-
6857 or misaacs@olana.org.

‘Through the 
Lens of Autism’ 
photography exhibit

Ulster Savings Bank invites 
the public to its 280 Wall Street, 
Kingston branch to enjoy a 
special art exhibit for the month 
of April; a photography collec-

tion created by students at the 
Center for Spectrum Services 
as part of Autism Awareness 
Month. The exhibit, “Through the 
Lens of Autism,” allows the stu-
dents to express their views of 
the world around them through 
their photography, something 
that may be diffi cult for them 
otherwise. The program, now 
in its ninth year, is taught by 
Deborah DeGraffenreid, a local 
professional photographer who 
specializes in working with chil-
dren who have special needs. 
For more information, call (845) 
338-6060, ext. 4102.
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EARTH DAY
Do your part to help the environment

Plant a Tree

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Easter Bread Pastries Easter Egg Cakes   

Cakes Cookies Hot Cross Buns   

8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues - Sat: 7a-5p Sunday: 7a-2p • Closed Monday

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

FAST E.R. 
CARE. 

MORE THAN
E.R. CARE.

Your experts in emergency care, just got FASTE.R.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 

who are board-certified in emergency medicine and backed by 

a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at HealthAlliance 

Hospital: Broadway Campus, a member of Westchester Medical 

Center Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member of our care 

team within 30 minutes. That’s fast. That’s FASTE.R. 

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 

at HAHV.org/ER30

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1.

ADVANCING            HERE.CARE.

WESTCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER HEALTH NETWORK

Westchester Medical Center  l  Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital  l  Behavioral Health Center  l  MidHudson Regional Hospital
Good Samaritan Hospital  l  Bon Secours Community Hospital  l  St. Anthony Community Hospital
HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus  l  HealthAlliance Hospital: Mary’s Avenue Campus  l  Margaretville Hospital

30

396 Broadway
Kingston, NY 12401

HAHV.org

COMMUNITY

Soar
Boy Scout Troop 7 fledg

E
a r l i e r  t h i s 

year, Kingston 
Boy Scout Troop 
7 members Austin 
Murphy and Alex 

Wells attained Scouting’s 
highest achievement — the 
rank of Eagle Scout.

For his project, Alex 
Wells built ceremonial 
American flag retirement 
grounds at the Veterans 
Memorial located at Eso-
pus Town Hall. With the 
help of fellow scouts and 
the community, Alex built 
a stone patio with a granite 
centerpiece which holds 
firepit where flags are cer-
emoniously disposed of. It 
was built in honor of Glen E. 
Hunter, Alex’s late grandfa-
ther who served in the U.S. 
Navy during the Korean War

During Alex’s scouting 
career he earned 36 merit 
badges, as well as Bronze, 
Gold and Silver palms. He 
served as a quartermaster, patrol leader, assistant se-
nior patrol leader, senior patrol leader, junior assistant 
scoutmaster and currently as assistant scoutmaster.  
He is also a brotherhood member of the Order of the 
Arrow and is currently chapter chief. Alex will be 
attending Paul Smith’s College, majoring in environ-
mental science, in the fall.

For his Eagle Project, Austin Murphy introduced 
two finished picnic tables and six finished benches to 
Rotary Park in Kingston. The benches increase the 
amount of seating at the park, especially across the 
bridge where there were previously very few seating 
areas. The tables added seating and eating areas in the 
field, which previously only had one table. The project 
also included weeding, planting of flowers, and mulch-

Alex Wells.
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“Free checking 
that pays

Money Market
interest? 

That would be the

ultimate
 account!”

2.00% APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 2.00% on balances of $25,000 or more is effective as of April 1, 2019. Balances of less than $25,000 earn 0.20% APY. Rates subject to change without notice.

**To receive $250 bonus offer owner must open the account with a minimum deposit of $25,000, add direct deposit and use the Bank of Greene County Visa® Debit Card three times. Check will be issued within 90 days 
once all conditions have been met. Limit one offer per household. Value of bonus will be reported to the Internal Revenue Service as income on Form 1099. Bank may discontinue this offer at any time without notice.

Account must be opened at our Kingston or Woodstock branches. Account owner must live, work or worship in Ulster, Dutchess or Orange counties.

Open your account today!

Call or visit one of our  
Ulster County locations:

Kingston
2 Miron Lane

Route 9W,  
next to Red Lobster

845-336-4797

Woodstock
81 Mill Hill Road
Next to Sunflower  

Natural Foods Market
845-679-8900

www.tbogc.com

Community Banking at Its Best for 130 Years

FREE CHECKING

✓ $250 Account Opening Bonus**

✓ Free Unlimited Transactions

✓ Free Checks

✓ Free Debit Card with Rewards

Portfolio by Wells Fargo 3

This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.

Platinum Savings Account

2.10% 

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

2.40% 

Talk to a banker for details.  

Ask about our business savings rates. 

ring
ges a pair of Eagle Scouts

ing three overgrown flower boxes at the park. One of 
the flower boxes had its perimeter timbers replaced 
as well. The project consisted of 420 volunteer hours 
and 33 volunteers.

During Austin’s scouting career he earned 21 
merit badges. He served as a den chief, patrol leader, 
assistant senior patrol leader, junior assistant scout-
master and currently as assistant scoutmaster. He is 
also a member of the Order of the Arrow. Austin will 
be attending Syracuse University, majoring in sports 
analytics, in the fall.

Austin Murphy.
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Port Ewen, NY 12466. General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

WILMINGTON TRUST NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION AS 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO CIT-
IBANK N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR 
BNC MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
SERIES 2007-3 MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES 
SERIES 2007-3,

V.
FLORENTINA GAGLIANO, 

APPOINTED ADMINISTRATOR 
AND HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
OF THE ESTATE OF GARY A. 
GAGLIANO, ET AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated October 
19, 2018, and entered in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Coun-
ty of Ulster, wherein WILM-
INGTON TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION AS SUCCESSOR 
TRUSTEE TO CITIBANK N.A. AS 
TRUSTEE FOR BNC MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST SERIES 2007-3 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2007-3 
is the Plaintiff and FLORENTINA 
GAGLIANO, APPOINTED AD-
MINISTRATOR AND HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE 
OF GARY A. GAGLIANO, ET AL. 
are the Defendants.  I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on April 29, 2019 at 
11:00 AM, premises known as 
510 NORTH ELTING CORNERS 
ROAD, HIGHLAND, NY 12528:  
Section 79.3, Block 2, Lot 21:  

ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE, OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN 
THE TOWN OF LLOYD, COUN-
TY OF ULSTER AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index # 27/2016. 
Eric Kurtz, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.

LEGAL NOTICE
Mororles LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 3/20/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
105 Upper Pond Rd., Bearsville, 
NY 12409.General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA-
NY (LLC), Name: RAYA JOE 
LLC; Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on March 
19, 2019; Office Location: 63 
North Front Street, Kingston, 
New York 12401; Ulster Coun-
ty; SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served; SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
Frank Guido, 60 W. Market 
Street, Red Hook, New York  
12571; Term: Until (Perpetual); 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION LLC
Rocky Bridges LLC, a lim-

ited liability company filed its 
Articles of Organization with 
the New York State Secretary 
of State on March 25, 2019. 
The office of the LLC is to be 
located in Ulster County in the 
State of New York. The Sec-
retary of State is designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. The post office 
address within or without this 
state to which the Secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC 
served is: ATTN: Rocky Bridges 
LLC, P.O. Box 26, West Hurley, 
New York 12491. The LLC has 
been organized for the purpose 
of conducting any lawful busi-
ness in the State of New York

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
DEUTSCHE BANK NATION-

AL TRUST COMPANY, AS TR-
SUTEE FOR THE REGISTERED 
HOLDERS OF SAXON ASSET 
SECURITIES TRUST 2007-
3 MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET 
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2007-3

Plaintiff,
Against
Index # 5951/2010
EDWARD J. SAWICK, ET AL
Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a Judgment of 

Foreclosure and Sale, duly en-

tered 5/14/2018, I, the under-
signed Referee, will sell at pub-
lic auction, in the Main Lobby 
of Ulster County Courthouse, 
285 Wall Street, Kingston, 
NY 12401 on 4/29/2019 at 
10:30 am, premises known as 
302 Hasbrouck Ave, Kingston, 
NY 12401, and described as 
follows:

ALL that certain plot, piece 
or parcel of land, with the build-
ings and improvements there-
on erected, situate, lying and 
being in the City of Kingston, 
County of Ulster and the State 
of New York, and designated 
on the tax maps of the Ulster 
County Treasurer. Section 
56.26 Block 12 Lot 48

The approximate amount 
of the current Judgment lien 
is $444,214.14 plus interest 
and costs.  The premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of the aforesaid Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale; Index # 
5951/2010.

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only 
to a return of the deposit paid.  
The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

John George Rusk, Esq., 
Referee.

Leopold & Associates, 
PLLC, 80 Business Park Drive, 
Suite 110, Armonk, NY  10504

Dated: 3/4/19
YW

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

STOCKADE STRATEGIES, 
LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/11/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. office of 
LLC: 24 Heritage Ct., Kingston, 
NY 12401. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, c/o Daniel Ahouse at the 
princ. office of the LLC. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
WINDHAM RENTAL 

PROPERTIES II LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 3/13/2019. Office in 
Greene Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to PO Box 992, Windham, 
NY 12496.  Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
WCI Enterprise III LLC. 

Filed 3/1/19. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 90 
Highland Ave, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

THECOMPANY MANAGE-
MENT LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/27/19. Office 
location: Ulster County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC, P.O. 
Box 573, Lake Katrine, NY 
12449. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
UPSTATE BUILDING 

GROUP, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
3/19/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
110 Maiden Ln., Kingston, NY 
12401, which is also the princi-
pal business location. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 1017 Creek Locks 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on 3/13/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be  served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Office located at 
1025 Creek Locks Rd, Rosen-
dale, NY 12472. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
5th Alarm Fiber LLC. Ar-

ticles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on April 3, 
2019. Office location: Ulster 
County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limit-

ed Liability Company (LLC): AE 
Inspection 

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 02/13/19 Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: AE 
Inspection 39 kings lane Sau-
gerties NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful   acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Better Built Construction & 
Mold Removal LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/4/2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to the 
LLC at 341 DeWitt Mills Road, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
CM Printworks LLC Arts of 

Org filed with NY Sec of State 
(SSNY) on 2/21/19. Office: Ul-
ster County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 530 
Enterprise Dr, Kingston, NY 
12401. General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):   
Highborne Essentials 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on February 13, 2019. Of-
fice location: Ulster County. 
SSNY  has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Highborne 
Essentials LLC, 60 Spruce St, 
Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful    acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.   

LEGAL NOTICE
190 MAIN STREET SAU-

GERTIES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
03/06/19. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC,253 Main Street, Sau-
gerties, NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
340 MAIN STREET, LLC. 

Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 03/01/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
253 Main Street,Saugerties, 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC):  65 Albany Ave LLC. 
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary  of  
State of New York (SSNY) on 
03/06/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 

of process to: 65 Albany Ave 
LLC, 233 Fair Street, King-
ston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Honu & Alofa LLC ,Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 2/26/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to BlumbergExcelsior 
Corporate Services, Inc., 16 
Court St., 14th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 
11241.General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
KINGSTON HOME SER-

VICES LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 03/12/19. 
Office: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 500 Washington Avenue, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SANZI CONSTRUCTION 

GROUP LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of  State  (SSNY)  
3/15/2019. Office  in  Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
110  Maiden  Ln., Kingston,  
NY 12401, which  is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC):  Willow Pk LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of  State of New 
York (SSNY) on 03/06/2019. 
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Willow Pk 
LLC, 233 Fair Street, King-
ston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Trygg Havn LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 2/26/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to BlumbergExcelsior 
Corporate Services, Inc., 16 
Court St., 14th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 
11241.General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
333 Liftside LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 3/19/2019. 
Cty: Greene. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 12 Brown Rd., 
Oliverea, NY 12410.General 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Camarata Property Main-

tenance, LLC, Arts. of  Org. 
filed with SSNY on  01/04/19. 
Off. Loc.: Ulster County, SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: The 
LLC, 1260 Glaco Tpke Sau-
gerties, NY 12477.  Purpose: 
to engage in any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Collective Hudson, LLC, 

Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 1/7/2019. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 148 Riverview, 

whom process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: 5th Alarm 
Fiber LLC 861 Robert St.  
Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
Mad Ang Holdings LLC, 

Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 4/5/2019. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to John Yon-
netti, Jr., 2889 State Rte. 32, 
Kingston, NY 12401.General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 67 

Chapel Street, LLC, Art. of 
Org.   filed w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 04/03/2019. Office 
location: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 67 Chapel Street, 
Kingston NY 12401.  Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Peersights, LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 3/18/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail pro-
cess to Katherine Ponte, 271 
Beaverkill Rd., Stone Ridge, NY 
12484. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
1083 KINGS HIGHWAY, 

LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 04/15/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
967 Malone Lane, Cookeville, 
TN 38506. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Amelia Williams LLC. 

Filed 3/6/19. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 66 
Yerry Hill Rd, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Registered Agent: Unit-
ed States Corporation Agents, 
Inc., 7014 13th Ave Ste 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: 
General.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 

COURT ULSTER COUNTY
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, Plain-
tiff against NEIL DAVIDSON 
AKA NEIL R. DAVIDSON, et al 
Defendants

Attorney for Plaintiff(s) Mc-
Calla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLC, 420 Lexington Avenue, 
Suite 840, New York, NY 
10170 Attorney (s) for Plaintiff 
(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale granted 
March 7, 2019, I will sell at 
public auction to the highest 
bidder at Ulster Co. Court-
house, 285 Wall St. Kingston 
NY 12401 on May 21, 2019 
at 3:00 PM. Premises known 
as 102 Webster Road, Wood-
stock, New York 12498. Sec 
27.1 Block 1 Lot 52. All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the 
Town of Woodstock, County of 
Ulster and State of New York. 
Approximate Amount of Judg-
ment is $11,505.24 plus inter-
est and costs. Premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of filed Judgment Index No 17-
1482.

April L. Forbes, Esq., Ref-
eree 9926-3250

LEGAL NOTICE
Kreations, LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 4/9/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Cathy J. Marl, 10 
Sams Point Rd., Cragsmoor, 
NY 12420. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):   
MDPK Consultants, LLC. Arti-
cles of Organization were filed 
with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 2/26/2019. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY  has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
sworn process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: MDPK 
Consultants, LLC,  504 Green-
kill Rd., Kingston NY 12401. 

Purpose: Any lawful acts or ac-
tivities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):   
NAME: Midtown Property Group 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of   State of New York (SSNY) 
on 2/13/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be  served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 
Midtown Property Group LLC,   
1300 Ulster Ave, Ste #6155, 
Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

MEETING: 
ULSTER COUNTY AREA 

TRANSIT (UCAT) TO HOLD 
PUBLIC MEETING ON PRO-
POSED TRANSIT SERVICE 
EXPANSION IN THE CITY OF 
KINGSTON

Public Informational 
Meeting To Take Place on 
Thursday, April 25 from 
5:30 – 7:30 PM at the  
Ulster County Transit Cen-
ter, 1 Danny Circle, Kings-
ton 

KINGSTON, N.Y. - The Pub-
lic is advised that Ulster County 
Area Transit (UCAT), a provider 
of public bus transit services 
in Ulster County that offers 
fixed-route bus and paratransit 
transportation services is cur-
rently considering expanding 
service within the City of Kings-
ton in response to an agree-
ment between the City and the 
County to offer expanded ser-
vice within the City. 

A public informational meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, 
April 25, 2019 at the Ulster 
County Transit Center, 1 Danny 
Circle, Kingston, NY 12401 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
The meeting will provide infor-
mation on the proposed expan-
sion of service in the City of 
Kington and an opportunity for 
public comments. 

The proposed service ex-
pansion includes introduction 
of three new routes servicing 
the City of Kingston. All route 
changes are currently sched-
uled to go into effect July 1, 
2019.  The new route maps 
will be made available prior to 
the meeting on Ulster County’s 
UCAT web page at https://
ulstercountyny.gov/ucat/bus-
schedules 

Detailed descriptions of the 
proposed expanded service 
routes will be made available 
at the meeting and UCAT rep-
resentatives will be available at 
the meeting to answer ques-
tions and discuss the proposed 
service changes.  

Public comment may be 
given verbally or in writing.  To 
assure full participation at the 
meeting, accommodations for 
effective communication, such 
as sign language interpreters, 
printed materials in alternate 
formats, or a language inter-
preter for non-English speaking 
participants, must be request-
ed at least five (5) working 
days prior to the date of the 
scheduled event.  Requests 
for ADA accommodations or a 
language interpreter should be 
directed to the UCAT Title VI Of-
ficer at 845-340-3335.

Comments may be submit-
ted to UCAT as follows:

Verbal comments may be 
made at the public meeting

Written comments should 
be mailed to Carol Hargrove, 
1 Danny Circle, Kingston, NY  
12401

Email comments should be 
sent to char@co.ulster.ny.us

Phone comments should be 
directed to Carol Hargrove at 
845-340-3335

Comments must be post-
marked or received in person 
at UCAT no later than April 22, 
2019 to be part of the public 
record.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of  

USBP LLC
The name of the limited li-

ability company (“LLC”)  is 
USBP LLC.  Articles of Orga-
nization were filed with NYS 
Dept of State on 4/4/19.  The 
office of the LLC is in Ulster 
County.  The secretary of state 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served 
and the address to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
it is c/o Mohammed U. Miah, 
3072 State Route 32, Kings-
ton, NY 12401.

LEGAL NOTICES

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
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KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

DEAL THY FATE

News is just breaking about Notre 

Dame burning as I write this, my eyes wet 
from sorrow at the loss of such historical 
architectural majesty as surely as some 
eyes must likely be irritated there from 

the smoke. It seems in our polarized society we not 
only can’t learn the lessons of the past but now we are 
also losing actual history itself (the Brazilian National 
Museum also comes to mind). It’s such a shame. I 
can’t help but think of how upset Victor Hugo, who 
wrote famously of the cathedral in order in part to help 
save it from disrepair in the 19th century, would be. I 
think I will be seeing the spire in my dreams for the 
foreseeable weeks. It is just so iconic and now is part 
of the past, unexpectedly. My thoughts are with my 
friends there and all of the people of France.

On Sunday, the Dalai Lama tweeted, “Time’s always 
moving on; nothing can stop it. We can’t change the 
past, but we can still learn from it. And we can shape 
the future, creating a more peaceful era, by adopting 
a realistic approach, recognizing that the more com-

passionate you are, the more you’ll find inner peace.”
As we mourn for Paris in this moment, you don’t 

have to be religious to have compassion for the loss. 
Even our Dutchess County neighbors, the Church of 
Satan, expressed sincere sadness at the architectural 
beauty and such craftsmanship being destroyed.

Well, I start the column this week with a heavy 
heart thinking of these losses but my heart is full 
as I turn my thoughts towards the amazing and in-
clusive BSP show I saw last weekend. Ithaca-raised 
and Philly-based rapper Sammus wowed the crowd 
with her progressive and massively empowering 
rhymes with the mellow indie band Girl Gaze from 
New Paltz and the soulful and dynamic Garth also 
really impressing. It was one of my all-time favorite 
shows of the many I have witnessed in Kingston and 
a fantastic way to wrap up the tail end of my birthday 
weekend. You can count on BSP to keep bringing in 
top-notch talent, but keep an eye on your calendars 
because you never know when one of the events will 
blow your mind even more than you expected. Garth 

had me thinking I was listening to Prince and Sammus 
performing a song about imposter syndrome was such 
a powerful moment that I literally cried. Please check 
out these artists.

Sammus giving a speech on how cool it was as 
a female gamer back in the day to see that the lead 
character in the classic NES game Metroid was actually 
a girl was very inspiring and an important reminder 
about how a little bit of representation out there can 
continue to let the ripples expand outward and make 
other people feel included and important. Her rhymes 
were brilliant, slick but smart wordplay that eschewed 
easy tropes and instead focused on being real, vulner-
ability and an incredible sense of the triumph that 
comes from finding your own self-confidence. I was 
so thankful I got to witness the show and it made a 
deep impression on me. Much love to everyone who 
was there that night. What a magical Sunday. 

Castle storms Kingston
Coming up on the rock ’n’ roll front, one of my very 

favorite modern metal bands make their much-antic-
ipated return to Kingston. West Coast doom rockers 
Castle aren’t as sludgy and slow as some bands in that 
genre — at times they coming off more like a heavier 
Thin Lizzy than full-on slow Sabbath. Nonetheless 
the band’s certainly heavier than most classic rock-in-
fluenced fare and delivers a serious metallic punch. 
The last time the band hit town the show ran short 
due to technical difficulties, so it is really cool to see 
them give it the old good try and return to The Anchor 
for a rematch. Withkiss and Shadow Witch will see 
which witch will settle in the stormy castle and gaze 
down upon the Catskills (at least in my Dungeons & 
Dragons-addled imagination.) But seriously, this three 
band bill on Wednesday, April 24th is a no brainer 
and you will not be sorry if you attend. Showtime is 
at 9:30 and the show runs until late.

Castle are touring in support of recent album Deal 
Thy Fate, an excellent addition to their growing pile 
of vividly victorious vinyls. We are at times victims 
of fate but we also sometimes can carve out our own 
path through determination. To see how far Castle 
has come through constant touring and one of the 
biggest work ethics in modern rock is incredibly in-
spiring. Deal Thy Fate is the band’s first Ripple Music 
and the pairing is inspired. Since the release of their 
first album, Castle, which consists of vocalist/bassist 
Elizabeth Blackwell, guitarist/vocalist Mat Davis and 
various touring and recording drummers, have played 
over six hundred shows. I am certain they were all 
memorable because the band doesn’t have a single 
clunker or filler track under their leather belts.

Until next week, create your own beautiful 
monuments to your time. It doesn’t have to be as 
grandiose as a cherished Gothic cathedral. It could 
be something as simple as a meal with valued friends 
or a card for someone you love to remind them they 
are important to you. All that effort however goes 
down in history and can make the world — and our 
destiny — better collectively.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Say Castle: “This isn’t a public cemetery. It’s a private necropolis.”

SPORTSPromising start
KHS softball falls to M-W but 
rolls over Washingtonville  BY CRISPIN KOTT

T
he Kingston High School varsity 

softball team headed into spring break 
at 2-1 overall, handily winning their last 
game and bouncing back from a tough 
defeat in their previous game.

On Wednesday, April 10, the Tigers hosted 
Monroe-Woodbury in Orange County Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association action. A combination 
of cold bats and a hot fifth inning by the visiting 
team resulted in a 4-1 loss.

Monroe’s Sam Ryan stayed hot one game 
after hurling a three-hit, 14-strikeout game 
against Washingtonville, fanning 10 Tigers and 
allowing just two hits. Those hits came off the 
bat of Sydney Bonewit, who smacked a leadoff 
double and scored in the first inning, and then 
singled in the third. 

For awhile that was enough, and the Tigers main-
tained their slim lead until the top of the fourth, when 
the Crusaders compiled five consecutive hits, including 
a two-run double by Tori Borowski. The Tigers were 
unable to wrest momentum from Monroe from there 
on, ending the game with four straight strikeouts at 
the plate. 

Two nights 
later, the Tigers 

shook off the loss and returned to dominant form, 
riding a stellar 10-strikeout outing by pitcher Lauren 
Shambo to an 8-1 win over Washingtonville. Shambo 
went six on the mound, with the Wizards’ sole run 
unearned.

Shambo helped herself at the plate, doubling and 
driving in a run. Hailee Binnee and Victoria DeMer-

curio each singled twice and drove in a run, while 
Bonewit again doubled and drove in a pair of runs.

It was the Wizards’ second loss in as many games 
after opening the season with a five-game winning 
streak. For the Tigers, the win over Washingtonville 
improved their record to 2-1 and gave the team a bit 
of momentum to carry them through a lengthy spring 
break. Kingston doesn’t return to action until Monday, 
April 22 when they host Valley Central at noon. 

PHOTOS BY PHYLLIS McCABE

Above, KHS pitcher Lauren Shambo winds up as fi rst baseman Victoria 

DeMercurio keeps a Washingtonville runner close to the base; left, Sydney 

Bonewit heads to third base and eventually scores on a hit by teammate 

Shannon Bonewit.
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KINGSTON TIMES
EDITORIAL

Environmental challenges
The massive turnout at the Saugerties Zoning 

Board of Appeals meeting to demand an end to the 
Karolys and Sons dumping of debris at four local 
sites demonstrated that safe water and clean air 
are crucial. The proposed landfill in Catskill and 
Trump’s recent executive orders to speed up oil and 
gas pipelines by making it harder for states to block 
pipelines and other fossil fuel projects have people 
on edge, wondering what contaminants may soon 
envelop our communities. On the heels of these 
alarming developments, the Saugerties Democratic 
Committee invites the public to an engaging forum 
with environmentalists Laura Hartmann and Sue 
Rosenberg on Wednesday, April 24, from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at the Saugerties Senior Center. They will 
be discussing recent local environmental victories, 
the latest environmental challenges, and strategies 
for keeping towns safe from toxic and dangerous 
projects. Come learn about successful actions to 
protect our beautiful Hudson Valley.

Christine Dinsmore

Saugerties

It’s the property tax
A newspaper article about a local activist group 

concerned about evictions in Kingston referenced a 
county survey that concluded more than half of UC 
renters are “severely cost-burdened” meaning they 
pay more than 30 percent of their income on housing.

Mayor Noble says he has made boosting home-
ownership a centerpiece of his efforts to address 
affordability. Now he’s also in favor of rent regulation 
in Kingston as is in place in New York City. He’s also 
a proponent of more “affordable apartments” to be 
built in Kingston.

Steve Noble’s solutions are a classic example of 
fixing the symptom of a problem rather than fixing the 
root cause of the problem. The root cause is property 
taxes, County, city and school.

I’m a homeowner and I pay more than 30 percent 
of my monthly pension on property taxes on my house 
so I’m also “severely cost-burdened.” Going from 

renter to homeowner just means different names 
on checks you write out each month. Build more af-
fordable apartments? Nice thought but if the renter 
needs government assistance to afford it you’ve just 
increased the property tax burden. And if the person 
moving into the recently vacated apartment also needs 
government assistance then you’ve compounded the 
property tax burden. And if you are a renter part of 
your rent is how your landlord pays the property tax 
on your dwelling. Government assistance is a big piece 
of the property tax.

When you accept that property tax is a major 
obstacle then the obvious is to examine the things 
that drive it. Some ideas, put a hold on approving any 
more construction of apartments in Kingston until 
we are convinced we can afford them without raising 
city taxes in the future. Forget about the fixation that 
boutique hotels are our long-term solution. Accept the 
reality that we are a bedroom community of current 
residents living on a fixed income who can’t afford 
your dream of how good the future could be if we just 
spend more now.

Ron Dietl

Kingston

Voices of Muslim women
We have a rare opportunity to hear the personal 

experiences and histories of four Muslim women living 
in our region, to examine the notion of “otherness” and 
the need for diversity, and to ask how those ideas inform 
our cultural life and governmental policies. A panel 
discussion, “We All Belong Here: Hearing the Voices 
of Muslim Women,” will take place at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation on Sawkill Rd. in Kingston, 
Saturday, May 4 from 1:30-4 p.m. Moderator Susan 
Smith had been engaged in peace and social justice 
work internationally as well as in the Hudson Valley 
with the Fellowship of Reconciliation, Muslim Peace 
Fellowship and the Community of Living Traditions 
at Stony Point Center. Executive director of the 
African Life Center, Ramatu Ahmed is a nationally 
recognized champion of immigrants’ and women’s 
rights. Jabin Ahmed is Muslim Youth Coordinator in 
Hudson, where she uses her life experiences to create 
social and political change. Ahed Festuk, an activist 
from Aleppo, Syria, lived in the city’s rebel-held side 
until Nov 2015, before seeking asylum in the U.S. She 
currently works for the Multi-Faith Alliance for Syrian 
Refugees in New York City.

These are remarkable women with eyewitness 
accounts of what it is like to combat Islamophobia in 
the age of Trump. We hope you will join us in giving 
them a remarkable welcome!

Lisa Mullenneaux, 

for Jewish Voice for Peace

Hudson Valley chapter
West Hurley

It’s not suicide
In regards to the commentary, “The Dangers of 

Allowing Assisted Suicide” in the April 4 edition:
I appreciate Kristen Hanson’s dedication to her 

husband’s legacy, but I must rebut her erroneous 
claims about medical aid in dying. Terminally ill 
people who request medical aid in dying are not 
suicidal. They would do anything to live, but their 
disease is killing them, and they want the option 
to peacefully end their suffering only if it becomes 
unbearable. Just having aid-in-dying medication 
brings them tremendous peace of mind in their final 
days. Equating medical aid in dying with suicide is 
deeply offensive to the individuals who utilize this 
option and their families.

There are proven and effective safeguards built 
into medical aid-in-dying laws, including requiring 

two doctors to confirm the terminally ill person is 
mentally capable of making their own healthcare 
decision, and two witnesses to verify the person is 
making the request voluntarily. In fact, there is not 
a single substantiated case of abuse or coercion nor 
any civil or criminal charges filed related to the prac-
tice in 40 years of experience in the eight authorized 
jurisdictions.

In addition, a Journal of Medical Ethics report 
concluded: “Rates of assisted dying in Oregon ... 
showed no evidence of heightened risk for the elderly, 
women, the uninsured ... people with low educational 
status, the poor, the physically disabled or chronically 
ill, minors, people with psychiatric illnesses including 
depression, or racial or ethnic minorities, compared 
with background populations.”

Finally, a New England Journal of Medicine report 
concluded insurers have no financial incentive to 
pressure patients to accelerate their deaths because 
there are no substantial cost savings. The reason is 
the vast majority of people who utilize medical aid in 
dying already have decided to forego fruitless curative 
treatment and are enrolled in relatively inexpensive 
hospice care.

I urge our lawmakers to heed the words of Governor 
Cuomo last week: “I say pass the bill.”

Stacey Gibson

Garrison

Vote for Ryan
In the tumult after County Executive Mike Hein’s 

resignation, Ulster County voters face their first 
election of a busy year:  the special election on April 
30 to elect our new County Executive to replace the 
current Acting CE, Adele Reiter. The choice is clear:  
one candidate who looks forward; the other, backward. 
The Democratic, Working Families, and Independence 
Party candidate, Pat Ryan, will bring youthful energy 
and a vision for progress. He advocates for a green new 
deal tailored for Ulster County, one that emphasizes 
clean energy generating new, sustainable jobs for our 
residents. He aims to partner with our sheriff, Juan 
Figueroa, and candidates Dave Clegg (district attor-
ney) and Bryan Rounds (county court judge), and 
institute reforms to Ulster’s criminal justice system. 
These reforms would provide alternatives to incar-
ceration and give citizens coming out of the system 
new opportunities to join productive society. He has 
emphasized the importance of education at all levels 
and recognizes Ulster County Community College 
as an engine of growth, re-training, and community 
revitalization.

The Republican and Conservative Party candidate, 
Jack Hayes, offers stale answers that do not suit the 
needs of challenging, new times.

Ulster County is positioned to be a leader in 
smart and just growth, and Ryan is the best person 
to work with communities advancing those goals. 
By giving their votes in overwhelming numbers to 
Antonio Delgado in the 2018 congressional election, 
our residents firmly expressed the direction they 
favored. Pat Ryan will keep Ulster County moving 
along that path.

Tom Denton

Highland

A special special election
There will be a special election on April 30 election, 

special in several aspects. The Ulster county executive, 
Michael Hein, resigned to take a position in the state 
government. And the timing had nothing to do with 
normally scheduled elections, nor their category.  

Pat Ryan, native of Kinston, who ran for the Con-
gressional seat last year, decided to run for Hein’s 
place. Considering his background, outlook, and 
commitment for improving Ulster County, I believe 
that Pat will be a great county executive.   

Please vote for him on April 30. And if you cannot 
vote in person, be sure to apply for an absentee ballot 
from your Village Hall. Thank you.

Misha Harnick

New Paltz

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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For amber waves of grain
O

verheard in the Stadi-

um Diner in Kingston about 
noon last Sunday, April 14: 
Man, standing near small 
table, says to seated wom-

an, “You have beautiful eyes.” Woman 
promptly responds, “So do you.”

It’s springtime. Picking up a handful 
of fresh scallions to chew on in mid-
April, one wonders what that same 
experience must have been like for the 
first farmers of the region, the Native 
Americans, and for the pioneering 
European settlers who had spent a 
long Hudson Valley winter consuming 
a limited cellar-full of stored root crops, 
grains, fruit and dried or salted foods. 
No strawberries flown in from Califor-
nia for them. No crate of oranges from 
friends wintering in Florida. 

We have survived another winter, 
and our Hudson Valley world is com-
ing back to life. It feels wonderful. The 
spring sunshine warms our faces. Re-
flect on what that moment must have 
been like for those who had barely sur-
vived their first uncertain and surpris-
ingly inhospitable winter in our clime.

Our part of upstate New York be-
came one of the important breadbaskets 
of colonial America in the 18th century, 
renowned for the export of its grains. 
The settlers built small community 
mills at waterfalls and next to streams. 
Catskills historian Alf Evers used to 
show a map of the Sawkill Creek where 
the mapmaker had carefully evaluated 
the quality of potential Woodstock mill 
locations with Dutch phrases. 

As manufacturing continued to 
evolve throughout the nineteenth 
century, breadmaking moved into the 
cities. More additives were used, and 
the older stone milling processes were 
abandoned. Flour production moved westward toward 
larger and larger farms on the prairies of Kansas and 
North Dakota. Americans learned to love Wonder 
Bread. 

Manufacturers learned to add ingredients that 
compensated to some degree for the more complex 
textures in the old stone-milling process. Among some, 
the exploration of heritage grains in various climates 
became a subject of interest. That work is continuing 
on the Hurley Flats these days. 

Practically every Saturday I buy a loaf of bread and 
a fresh bagel with cream cheese and a slice of onion at 
Rough Draft on the corner of Crown and John streets 
in the Stockade district of Kingston. Operating out of 
that location, Kingston Bread Lab is a project of and 
passion for Aaron Quint, who describes himself as “a 
gluten obsessive.” He bakes each loaf by hand, using 
only fresh flour, water, salt, and the starter culture 
he’s been nurturing over several years. His goal, Quint 
has said, is to be able to experiment, refine, and push 
the boundaries of deliciousness. Godspeed, intrepid 
explorer of the outer limits of fine breadmaking. The 
customers lined up between the baking area and the 
books don’t leave empty-handed. Empty-stomached, 
either.

Rough Draft is an honorable successor to the var-
ious users of the historic structure on the northwest 
corner of Crown and John streets. From 1774 (with 
an interruption of a couple of years when the British 
burned Kingston in 1777) until its move to Kingston’s 
Academy Green in 1830, the Kingston Academy 
building served as the community’s grammar school. 
A lot of Latin was learned, or at least taught, there. 

Sarah Brannen is a Poughkeepsie native, 

researcher and activist who wrote a thorough 
paper entitled “Reviving Grain in the Hudson 

Valley” for the Local Economies Project of the New 
World Foundation. Since grain production in the 
Hudson Valley hasn’t been central to local agricultural 
practice for over a century, the knowledge of how to 

grow small grains in this geographical context, includ-
ing pest control and farming practices, was limited. 
There was also a lack of appropriate equipment and 
proper storage facilities, Brannen found. 

Extensive field trials have been taking place at the 
Hudson Valley Farm Hub on the Hurley Flats, the 
rich alluvial farmland where the topsoils carried every 
springtime down the Esopus Creek and its tributaries 
have gathered for centuries. Work at the farm hub has 
involved several cycles of growing seasons devoted to 
testing, learning, discussion and experimentation. 

Wonderful natural assets are just the beginning of 
the story. Location in relation to market is key. Tens of 
millions of potential grain consumers, including the 
New York City greenmarkets and the relatively large 
number of farm breweries, malt houses and distilleries 
in the state, are not far away.

Toward the end of 2018, the Hudson Valley Farm 
Hub added to its 1,255-acre holdings by acquiring the 
260 acres of the former Henry Paul farm that it had 
leased since 2013. Since 2006, the newly acquired 
property had an agricultural conservation easement 
that prohibited non-farm commercial or residential 
development. The farm hub’s 30-acre vegetable field 
is on that part of the property this year in the farm’s 
crop rotation plan.  

A 2019 farm hub map shows 400 acres of field crops, 
the 30 acres of vegetables, a considerable selection of 
cover crops planted for protecting and improving the 
soil, various field and meadow trials, and the Native 
American Seed Sanctuary, which among other things 
grows varieties of corn, beans, squash and sunflowers. 

“The most encouraging news from the project 
is that the Hudson Valley can produce high-quality 
food-grade grains,” a 2018 preliminary research sum-
mary concluded. And what study would be complete 
without recommendations for further research, as 
this one contains?  The idea behind this project is 
to share the information with regional farmers, not 
just for the farm hub’s own knowledge and use. The 
study’s findings have been extremely valuable to 

regional farmers, the main audience for the study, 
who have struggled in recent years to remain viable 
and diversify their crops.

Farming requires farmland. And the 

amount of local farmland has, alas, been shrink-
ing.

According to the 2017 federal Census of Agriculture, 
released just last week, New York State continued to 
lose farmland. It has lost more than 3,000 farms since 
the last census five years ago. The 2017 census counted 

32,438 farms with 6.9 million acres of 
farmland in the state, a loss of 2100 
farms with 317,000 acres of farmland 
in the past five years. Statewide, the size 
of the average farm increased slightly 
from 202 acres to 205.

There was a decrease of 65 farms in 
Ulster County between 2012 and 2017. 
There are now 421 farms left. The long 
history of dairy farming — still easily 
the largest category of agricultural 
products sold in the state — appears 
virtually over locally. Other kinds of 
farming continue in Ulster County. But 
land in farms in Ulster County dropped 
from 71,222 acres in 2012 to 58,932 
acres in 2017. Acreage of the average 
local farm decreased from 147 to 140 
acres. There were 25 farms with 500 or 
more acres in Ulster County in 2012, 
according to the data, and only 15 of 
that size remained in 2017. The number 
of farms with at least $100,000 in sales 
remained about the same. 

With the amount of Ulster County 
farmland gradually shrinking, there’s 
been an impressive continuing effort 
to find an economically successful 
use for it. Hope is not lost. Local 
specialized foods provide different 
flavors and higher nutrients with less 
negative environmental impact than 
commodity crops. 

In 2004, New York City’s Green-
market began investigating methods to 
bring local grains to the forefront. Five 
years later, it required all bakers selling 
at its markets to use a minimum of 15% 
local flour, defined as product grown 
and milled in the New York region. 
Greenmarket bakers use more than 
three tons of local flour each month. 
Greenmarket’s regional grains project 
also reintroduced multiple heritage 

wheats that had disappeared from the Northeast. In 
2017 alone, the project moved 23 tons of local wheat 
and beans to New Yorkers. 

Kingston Bread Lab semolina sesame loaf.

IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly
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Antique Fair and Flea Market
May 4th - May 5th, 2019

August 3rd - 4th, 2019
at the Washington County Fairgrounds • Rte. 29, Greenwich, NY

(12 mi. East of Saratoga Springs, NY)

$4 admission, 
(65+  $3, under-16 - FREE)

Old-Fashioned Antique Show
featuring 200+ dealers, free parking,  

great food, and real bathrooms.
($10 - Early Buyers -  Fridays before show)

$90 - Dealer Spaces Still Available:
FAIRGROUND SHOWS NY

PO Box 528, Delmar, NY 12054
www.fairgroundshows.com
fairgroundshows@aol.com

Ph. 518-331-5004

THEY’RE GETTING READY FOR SPRING. ARE YOU?
10% off end-of-winter work*

Quality. Respect. Trust.
What does your contractor sell?

Keith Hughes, Jr.  (845) 251-1114  (845) 331-6782
Serving Ulster, Dutchess, Greene & Albany Counties

10%% oooffffffffffffffff end o10%% oooffffffffffffffffffffffff end o
*Expires 4/30/19

4TH GENERATION
OF EXPERIENCE

FREE EVENT
 

When: Tues. April 23rd 6pm

Where:The Garden Cafe in Woodstock

gofundme.com/happy-campers-paradise

 

April 20 registration deadline 
April 20  is the deadline for hand-delivering new 

voter registrations for the April 30 county special elec-
tion. The county elections office at 284 Wall Street in 
Kingston will be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. this Sat-
urday, April 20 for anyone who would like to register.

Absentee ballot applications are also available, 
but  they must be completed and postmarked no later 
than April 23, or hand-delivered by April 29. To obtain 
an application, call 334-5470 during business hours, 
or download the form from www.voteulster.com.

Hyde Park hijinks
Foreign affairs superstar columnist Fareed Zakaria 

and Google Ideas executive Jared Cohen — two “big 
thinkers” — provided an amiable and entertaining 
hour for about 300 listeners at the Roosevelt National 
Historic Site in Hyde Park late last Friday afternoon, 
exchanging views on the eight “accidental presi-
dents” who ascended to the highest political post in 
the United States only because of the deaths of their 
predecessors. The two speakers, both well-known 
members of the global international diplomatic elite, 
engaged in knowledgeable intellectual banter of the 
highest order about a topic in American history not 
considered in the wheelhouse of their expertise. It was 
an impressive exercise.

Cohen, an idea man with Google subsidiary 
Alphabet Jigsaw who sports academic credentials, 
co-authored a 2013 book called “The New Digital Age” 
with former Google chief executive Eric Schmidt. The 
book traced the quick spread of electronic networking 
into the world. That world of universal communica-
tions will become complete sooner than anticipated, 
the two had argued.

Since that time, Cohen, who maintained a resi-
dence for years in Rhinebeck, has served as a sort of 
international idea scout for Google. He’s a part of the 
nation’s pre- and probably post-Trumpian foreign 
policy establishment.

Electronic connectivity, the authors wrote, will be of 
huge benefit to some but not to others. Guardian book 
reviewer John Naughton was caustic in his evaluation 
of the authors’ Pollyanna-ish views: “The idea that the 
offer of an iPhone might turn an armed thug who has 
just been raping and pillaging into a disarmed peaceful 
surfer makes one wonder what Schmidt and Cohen 
had been smoking when they signed off on the draft.”

For Google, the stakes are high. Its recent multi-bil-
lion-dollar fine from the European Union on charges 
of monopolistic practices underlines the trillion-dollar 
company’s need for the kind of outreach and access 
that Schmidt and Cohen provide.

GEDDY SVEIKAUSKAS

COUNTY NOTES

PHYLLIS McCABE

A BEE GATHERS NECTAR among the blossoms of a cherry tree on West Pierpont Street.

Gettin’ busy


