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It’s Pat
Democrat Ryan 
takes county exec post 
in landslide
by Jesse J. Smith

P
AT RYAN SCORED a decisive 
victory — and claimed a man-
date for a progressive county 
government — in Tuesday’s 

special election to fi ll the remainder of 
former county executive Mike Hein’s 
term.

By 11 p.m. with 158 of 163 election 
districts reporting, unoffi  cial results 
showed the Democrat leading Ulster 

County Conservative Party Chairman 
Jack Hayes, running on the Republican 
line, by a margin of 11,707 votes to 4,077.

Celebrating his victory with family 
members and supporters at Kingston’s 
Keegan Ales, Ryan, raised in Kingston 

but now living in Gardiner, called the 
lopsided result an endorsement of his 
vision of a county government based on 
equitable economic development and a 
“Green New Deal” to put area residents 
to work in the renewable energy sector, 
while cutting and eventually ending lo-
cal government’s reliance on fossil fuels.

“This is an incredible mandate to 
bring us forward with a progressive vi-
sion for this county,” said Ryan.

Ryan, who by law must take offi  ce 
within 30 days of the election, said the 
early days of his administration would 
focus on achieving a smooth transition 
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Construction has begun on the new parking lot near the Testimonial Gatehouse off  Route 
299 West in New Paltz.

School Board electionGardiner New Paltz New Paltz

Meet the School Board 
candidates in New Paltz; 
election is May 21

State sued over carriage 
roads, visitor’s center 
plans in Minnewaska

Recap of the New Paltz 
Village Board election
on Tuesday, May 7

Funding for  safety
improvements on
Henry W is approved
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A new entryway
Changes to the Testimonial Gatehouse

and the surrounding area

Lighting 
up the sky
Fireworks a go this 
year in New Paltz, but 
more volunteers needed
to sustain them
by Terence P Ward

T
HE FIRST TENTATIVE steps 
moving the Town of New Paltz’s 
fi reworks show to a volunteer 
eff ort not dependent on tax-

payer funding have been completed: 
two volunteers have stepped forward 
to help out, and planning has already 

begun to have a show using money pre-
viously raised. However, Lori Morris is 
quite clear that she and Rosalie Hasb-
rouck can't raise enough money or keep 
the costs down low enough to continue 
the festivities without some help from 
their neighbors in New Paltz.

Fireworks used to be run by such 
a committee, but as members peeled 
away in recent years, it fell to one re-
maining person, Carol Connolly, who 
at that time was also confi dential secre-
tary to Supervisor Susan Zimet; and it 
was later passed down to Kathy Preston, 
confi dential secretary to Supervisor Neil 
Bettez. Eyeing ways to keep the town 
budget in check as costs from multi-year 
leases and union contracts continue to 
rise, town offi  cials opted to revert the 
fi reworks to a fully-volunteer model. In 
this version, the full event costs must 
be raised by community members, in-
cluding the explosives themselves, site 
rental, band fees and police overtime for 
traffi  c control. Recruiting volunteers the 
day of to set up the county fairgrounds 
and ask for donations at the gate could 
reduce the overall bill by a bit, but a year-
round eff ort to raise money for the event 
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Siblings Carter, Camden and Kaylin 
Casterline had a great time romping 
around the fairgrounds during last year’s 
fireworks celebration in New Paltz.

ERIN QUINN

Steve Rappleyea lived in the Gatehouse with his mom in 
the late 1970’s. His mom worked for Mohonk Mountain 
House and was the caretaker of the Gatehouse.

PLUS: ALMANAC WEEKLY I N S I D E

by Erin Quinn

I
N OCTOBER OF 1908, 
the fi nal touches were 
put on the original Gate-
house Tower in honor 

of the 50th wedding anniver-
sary of Albert Keith Smiley 
and his wife Eliza Phelps Smi-
ley, the co-founders of Mo-
honk Mountain House. The 
stone edifi ce with its large 
archway served as the formal 
entryway to the mountain ho-
tel until 1935. Guests would 
arrive via train or trolley in 
downtown New Paltz, where 
they would take horsedrawn 
carriages across the Wallkill 
River and the Flats to check 
in at the Gatehouse Tower. 
They would then be led along 
the allée lined with towering 
pin oaks, past Duck Pond, 
through meadows and forests 
until they arrived at the Lake 

PHYLLIS MCCABE

County Executive-elect Pat Ryan, with 
his w ife Rebecca at his side, speaks to 
supporters in Kingston after his win 
Tuesday night.

“This is an incredible 
mandate to bring us 

forward with a progressive 
vision for this county,”
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Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

An afternoon on Bradley Farm 
to benefi t New Paltz Arts in
the Schools Association

A
N AFTERNOON ON Bradley Farm -- a fund-
raiser for the New Paltz Arts in the Schools 
Association (NPASA)/New Paltz Amphithe-
ater at Lenape will take place on Saturday, 

May 11 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the farm located at 317 
Springtown Road in New Paltz.

Activities throughout the afternoon include: 
hands-on planting activity with Farmer Ray, kid 
crafts, a petting zoo and animal selfi e station, a farm 
“tea party” at 2:30 p.m. with New Paltz parent Jen-
nifer Castle, author of the books for Blaire Wilson, 
American Girl’s Girl of the Year 2019. Blaire lives on 
her family’s farm in Ulster County. Castle will be do-
ing a reading, writing activity and Q&A about creat-
ing Blaire and her stories. Kids are encouraged to 
bring their favorite doll or stuff y to be part of the fun. 
A book sale and signing will be held before and after 
the tea party.

Farm-fresh lunch fare and adult beverages will be 
available for sale from Bradley Farm and the farm 
stand will be open and Mother’s Day plants will be 
available for purchase.

Tickets are $12 for children ages 4-12. Each ticket 
includes entry into a raffl  e for a Blaire Wilson doll. 
Entry is free for adults and kids ages three and under.

Ticket sales will be limited and advance purchase 
is recommended. Tickets can be purchased online at 
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/a-day-at-the-farm.

Town of New Paltz Parks and 
Recreation invites seniors to 
Mohonk community day on May 28

New Paltz seniors are invited to community day at 
Mohonk Mountain House on Tuesday, May 28 (rain 
date Wednesday, May 29). There will be a guided walk-
ing tour of the house, along with the barn museum at 
11:15 a.m. You can also tour the gardens, greenhouse 
and gift shop. Transportation will be provided. A bus 
will leave the New Paltz Community Center at 10:30 
a.m. sharp. There is no charge for New Paltz seniors 
and a $5 transportation fee for non-residents. 

Reservations are required. For reservations and 
additional information, contact the New Paltz Com-
munity Center at 255-2512 or e-mail recreation@
townofnewpaltz.org.

New Paltz/Gardiner Seniors
to meet on May 8

The next meeting of the New Paltz/Gardiner Se-
nior Citizens Club is Wednesday, May 8, 1:30 p.m., at 
the VFW social hall on Route 208 South in New Paltz.

The barbershop group Four Reasons Quartet will 
perform. Ladies are asked to wear their favorite 
springtime bonnet to help celebrate Mother’s Day. 
Enjoy tea, coff ee and cake and learn about future 
trips and share ideas about trips and activities.

For program information, call Kathy Rivera at 
(845) 256-9490 and for trip information, call Phyllis 
Maier at (845)255-6878.

Fun Fair in New Paltz

The New Paltz Playschool will be holding a Fun 
Fair on Saturday, May 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
the lawn of the school, located at the corner of Main 
and Grove streets in New Paltz. There will be games, 
activities, projects and more -- all geared toward 
two, three- and four-year-old children. Food, drinks, 
snacks and desserts will be available.

For more information, call (845) 255-2203.

Gardiner Library
presents ukulele club

The Gardiner Library will host another meeting of 
the new ukulele club, the Ukuleleans, led by Jeff  Pfef-
fer on Wednesday, May 8 from 7 to 9 p.m. This free 
monthly club is for all ages of ukulele players, from 
beginner to experienced. The aim will be to encour-
age one another along as group members have fun 
with this uniquely upbeat instrument. Individuals 
will also be given the opportunity to perform for the 
group, if they desire, building confi dence to perform 
in front of audiences.

Clubs meet in the library community room, 133 
Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

 Children’s Center family gathering

The Children’s Center, located at SUNY New Paltz, 
will be hosting its fourth annual Charles Hoerr me-
morial walk and family gathering fundraiser on Fri-
day, May 3 from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

CERTIFICATE of DEPOSIT
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The community is invited to this fun-fi lled event, 
which begins with a stroll around the campus pond. 
Entertainment will be provided by Charlotte Gib-
bons, a local movement artist and dancer who will 
get family members of all ages up on their feet. Pizza 
by the slice, baked goods, handcrafted earrings and 
cards will be available to purchase. Story recordings 
of Charley -- beloved preschool teacher, poet and 
artful storyteller -- will also be on sale.

Entry is by donation. For additional information, 
call (845) 257-2910.

Walkin’ the dog fundraiser on May 11

Join the seventh annual walkin’ the dog fundraiser 
for Elting Memorial Library on Saturday, May 11, rain 
or shine. This fun, family-friendly event will have 
treats for humans and dogs. Register from 8:30 to 10 
a.m. The event ends at 11 a.m. Registration is $15 per 
dog (day of ) or skip the registration fee and raise $35 
or more from sponsorships.

The three top-sponsored dogs will receive prizes. 
The 1.25-mile walk begins and ends in the parking lot 
of the Clemson Brothers Brewery at The Gilded Ot-
ter, located at 3 Main Street in New Paltz, and passes 
through Historic Huguenot Street and the Wallkill 
Valley Rail Trail.

All proceeds benefi t Elting Memorial Library. 
Sponsor forms are at the library desk or download: 
https://www.facebook.com/EltingMemorialLibrary/ 
[1]. 

“Refl ections of the Hudson Valley” 
photo exhibit at Elting Library

“Refl ections of the Hudson Valley,” a Mohonk Pre-
serve volunteer photographers’ exhibit, will be on 
display in the Steinberg Room of the Elting Memorial 
Library through the month of May.

The exhibit features a display of fi ne art photogra-
phy taken by the members of the Mohonk Preserve vol-
unteer photographers refl ecting the scenic landscapes 
of the Hudson Valley. There will be a meet-the-artists 
reception on May 5 from 4 to 6 p.m. Both the reception 
and the exhibit are free and open to the public.

The library is located at 93 Main Street in New 
Paltz.

Spring volunteer day at Phillies 
Bridge Farm Project

The Phillies Bridge Farm Project will hold a volun-
teer day on Saturday, May 4 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to 
assist with: shoveling compost and spreading wood 
chips in the Discovery and Education gardens, rak-
ing, pruning the fence of undesirable vines with long 
handle pruners, some light weeding, cleaning of to-
mato stakes and harvest room clean-up.

Bring gloves, a snack and water bottle. 
Please sign up by emailing your name and phone 

number to info@philliesbridge.org.
Phillies Bridge is located at 45 Phillies Bridge Road 

in New Paltz. For additional information, call (845) 
256-9108.

New Paltz Garden Club plant sale, 
swap and garden sale

The New Paltz Garden Club will hold its annual 
plant sale, swap and garden sale on Saturday, May 18 
(rain date May 19) from 8 a.m. to noon on the lawn of 
Dr. Marc Jordan, New Paltz Healing Arts, located at 
22 Main Street in New Paltz. Drop-off  will take place 
from 8 to 9 a.m. and the sale,swap starts at 9 a.m.

Bring identifi ed plants, bulbs, seeds, books, tools, 
pots, vases and all garden-related items, including 
furniture, for swap or sale. For additional informa-
tion, visit www.newpaltzgardenclub.org.

Hudson River Playback Theatre
to present Rivers and Bridges

The local improvisational theatre company Hud-
son River Playback Theatre invites the community 
to an evening of real-life stories inspired by rivers 
and bridges, told by audience volunteers and acted 
out on the spot with music on Sunday, May 5, 7:30 
p.m., at the Denizen Theatre, located at Water Street 
Market in New Paltz. With limited seating, advance 
tickets are available (online only) through Denizen’s 
website at www.denizentheatre.com.

Hudson River Playback Theatre, a New Paltz-based 
nonprofi t ensemble founded in 1990, listens to real-
life stories from audience members and creates the-
atre on the spot, along with improvised music.

For additional information, call (845) 255-7716.

The visual changes in the lifespan of natural fl ora

T
HESE IMAGES ARE from a series that New Paltz Times staff  photographer Lauren Thomas has been work-
ing on for approximately four years. They are inspired by the visual changes in the lifespan of natural 
fl ora, freezing a moment in the life of a living thing which is constantly being transformed through time 
and climate. There are an infi nite number of visual possibilities to capture. “I feel that the annual life span 

of fl ora in our region can be interpreted as a powerful metaphor for the human life cycle,” says Thomas. “In our 
northeastern backyards, the drama of an entire lifetime plays out yearly right before our very eyes. I also try to use 
the camera to make the kind of images that are unable to be seen by the naked eye. The eff ect necessitates the use 
of a fast, wide open lens with a fast shutter to create often bizarre out-of-focus shapes within the composition. To 
me, this is a way to use what is essentially a machine in a painterly way.”

There is an overwhelming order to nature, played out in the cycle every year. “Many dispute the origin of that 
order, but I am content to marvel at it, relishing the challenge of trying to make an appealing and mysterious im-
age,” says Thomas.
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Unveiling of poorhouse 
memorial at Ulster 
County Fairgrounds 
May 15

O
N MAY 15, Ulster County will recognize 
the contributions of thousands of Ulster 
County residents who were “Forsaken 
in Life, Forgotten in Death” when acting 

County Executive Adele Reiter is joined by County 
Clerk Nina Postupack, legislative chairwoman Trac-
ey Bartels and State Assemblyman Kevin Cahill to 
unveil a memorial commemorating the Ulster Coun-
ty Poorhouse that once stood at the Ulster County 
Fairgrounds. The memorial will feature a life-size 
bronze statue “Aging Woman” by local artist Trina 
Greene and will honor more than 2,300 unmarked 
burials at the site.

The event begins at 5 p.m. at the 4H Building at the 
Ulster County Fairgrounds in New Paltz. Reiter will 
introduce New Paltz Town Historian Susan Stessin-
Cohen to tell the stories of Poorhouse residents in a 
presentation entitled “Forsaken in Life, Forgotten in 
Death.” This free presentation will be followed at 6 
p.m. by the unveiling of the statue, “Aging Woman” 
in front of the Ulster County Pool complex.

Between the years 1828 and 1976, the Ulster Coun-
ty Fairgrounds was the site of the Ulster County 
Poorhouse. The Poorhouse was a tax-supported resi-
dential institution to which people were required 
to go if they could not support themselves without 
community assistance. 

In the Fall of 2000, Susan Stessin-Cohen uncov-
ered a lone tombstone that led her look for other 
burials on the site.  With the support of Postupack, 
Stessin-Cohen was granted access to Poorhouse re-
cords in the Ulster County Clerks archives.  For al-
most 20 years she has been telling the stories of the 
individuals who lived and died there.

Stessin-Cohen pieced together the stories of thou-
sands of individuals who passed through the Ulster 
County Poorhouse that included the names of many 
who died and were buried there in unmarked graves. 
Poorhouse records list unwed mothers, freed slaves, 
unemployed canal workers and farmers who simply 
grew too old to work their farms. The indigent, the 
destitute, the insane, “debauched” women, intem-
perate men, immigrants, transient farm workers 
and disabled factory workers were all crowded into  
men’s and women’s dormitories separated by long 
hallways that lead to the Superintendents residence.

Thanks to Stessin-Cohen’s years of research and 
inspiration, several private donors were moved to 
support the creation of a statue for a Poorhouse Me-
morial.  These eff orts were joined by the support of 
former Ulster County Executive Mike Hein, the Ul-
ster County Legislature, Postupack, Assemblyman 
Cahill and the New Paltz Town Board, which was 
essential to developing the memorial that will be un-
veiled on May 15.

Lloyd Historical Society May 6 
program to feature veteran 
newscaster 

Veteran newscaster Rolland Smith will deliver a 
presentation on the restoration of the Statue of Lib-
erty at the Town of Lloyd Historical Preservation 
Society on Monday, May 6, 7 p.m., in the Vineyard 
Commons Theater in Highland. 

Smith will talk about the history of the statue, 
beginning with its origin as a gift from France, and 
describe his experience watching the restoration 
work take place 100 years later. He will share what 
he learned by talking to the iron workers who had to 
replicate all the statue’s armature bars, which hold 
the copper sheeting to the form that shapes Lady 
Liberty. 

He will also present a documentary video about 
the statue’s restoration. The video tells how and why 
the statue had deteriorated over the years and dis-
plays a new torch being made by a group of French 
artisans. It also features an interview with a descen-
dent of the model for the statue’s face -- the mother 
of Frederick Bartholdi, the statue’s sculptor. This de-
scendent, Smith says, actually looks a little like Lady 

Liberty herself. 
Vineyard Commons is located at 300 Vineyard Av-

enue in Highland. For more information , visit www.
TOLHPS.org or call (845) 255-7742.

Mid-Hudson Valley Amnesty
to hold its annual human rights fi lm

Join Mid-Hudson Valley Amnesty for its eighth an-
nual human rights fi lm Sin País (Without Country) 
by Theo Rigby on Tuesday, May 14, 7:15 p.m., at the 
Rosendale Theatre. Following the fi lm, Sharai Marti-
nez, Luis Martinez’ daughter, will share her experi-
ence as a young person whose father was thrust into 
the deportation process.

Actions you can take will be discussed by experts 
from local organizations including Nobody Leaves 
Mid-Hudson, Ulster Immigrant Defense Network, 
Rural & Migrant Ministry and more. Tin Horn Upris-
ing and Resisterhood will lead us in songs.

There will be a silent auction to benefi t local or-
ganizations serving as resources to our immigrant 
communities. Suggested donation is $10.

To donate or for more information, please e-mail 
amnestyhudsonvalley@gmail.com.

Free Reiki at Gardiner Library

 The next Gardiner Library free monthly Reiki 
session will be held on Sunday, May 5 from noon to 
2 p.m. Members of the Hudson Valley Community 
(HVC) Reiki group will off er 20-minute individual 
Reiki sessions, free of charge, on a fi rst-come fi rst-
served basis. 

The Reiki will be off ered in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Retired men to meet on May 6

Retired Men of the New Paltz Community invite 
retired men everywhere to the monthly breakfast 

Filter system replaced at the water treatment 
plant on Mountain Rest Road

T
HE VILLAGE OF New Paltz is in the midst of replacing the ~30-year-old fi lter system at 
the drinking water treatment plant on Mountain Rest Road in New Paltz. A state-of-the-
art micro-fi ltration system from Pall Corporation is being installed. The total project will 
cost  approximately $5.5 million. “We'll be using a temporary mobile system this summer 

during construction while volumes are lower and SUNY New Paltz students are away,” explained 
mayor Tim Rogers.   

NEW PALTZ | WATER

The Village of New Paltz is replacing the ~30-year-old filter system at the drinking water treatment plant 
on Mountain Rest Road in New Paltz.

meeting of Monday, May 6, 8 a.m., at the New Paltz 
Plaza Diner. 

Dr. Gerald Benjamin, associate vice president for 
regional engagement, distinguished professor and 
director of the Benjamin Center at SUNY New Paltz, 
will speak about the role of the Benjamin Center in 
service to the college and New Paltz community. 

For further information, contact Rob Greene at 
rasjgreene@earthlink.net, or 256-9003.

Tree identifi cation walk
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will hold a tree identifi cation 
walk on Thursday, May 9 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Pre-
registration is recommended by calling the library at 
255-1255. Join Minnewaska park educator Nick Mar-
tin for a free tree walk on the trails near the Gardiner 
Library. Along the way, attendees will explore ways 
to identify trees, including using tree bark and buds. 
Participants are encouraged to bring a notepad or 
sketch pad and pencil, a tree fi eld guide or a smart 
device with a fi eld guide installed.

Tree identifi cation will occur entirely on the 
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail adjacent to the library. Par-
ticipants will gather at the library at 133 Farmer’s 
Turnpike. For further information, call the number 
above or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

 

Painting demonstration
by Izzy Cubito at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host a painting demon-
stration with Izzy Cubito on Saturday, May 11 from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Cubito’s show “An Autumn 
Consort” is on display in the community room 
through the end of May. For this painting demonstra-
tion, Cubito will paint a seascape using the medium 
of oil paint on canvas. The demonstration will take 
an hour followed by a talk with the artist. Refresh-
ments will be provided. 

The event takes place in the library community 
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Wallkill Riverkeeper Sweep
in New Paltz and Gardiner on May 4

T
HE EIGHTH ANNUAL Wallkill Riverkeeper Sweep will be held in New Paltz and Gardiner 
on Saturday, May 4. Join others in cleaning up the Wallkill River. During the last six years, 
hundreds of volunteers have removed thousands of pounds of trash in Wallkill River 
sweep projects. 

This year, there are cleanups by land and by boat on the Wallkill River in both New Paltz and Gar-
diner, organized by members of the Wallkill River Watershed Alliance and Climate Smart Gardiner. 
In New Paltz, both land and water clean ups are starting off  at Sojourner Truth Park. In Gardiner, a 
land clean up meets at Majestic Park and a water clean up launches at the Farmer’s Turnpike fi shing 
access. 

In New Paltz, kayaks, canoes and PFD’s will be made available for volunteers, or you can bring 
your own. Boaters will be shuttled to the fairgrounds start location. In Gardiner, water clean up 
volunteers need to bring their own boats and PFDs. All boaters need to be experienced paddlers 
and must wear PFD’s. 

Wear sturdy shoes or boots, and bring work gloves, a hat, a reusable water bottle, reusable coff ee 
mug and snacks.

Pre-registration is advised. To register, visit Riverkeeper.org/sweep. For more information, con-
tact the following site leaders:

New Paltz: Brenda Cemelli at cemelliproperties@gmail.com.
Gardiner, Farmer’s Turnpike: David Sides at dsides@hvc.rr.com.
Gardiner, Majestic Park: Rebecca Carucci at reb747505@gmail.com.

The eighth annual Wallkill Riverkeeper Sweep will be held in New Paltz and Gardiner on Saturday, May 4.

room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Francois Barcomb of New Paltz set 
to compete in the Jeopardy! 
Teachers Tournament airing May 
6-17

New Paltz’s Francois Barcomb, a physics teacher 
at Hendrick Hudson High School in Montrose, NY, 
will compete next week in the Jeopardy! Teachers 
Tournament presented by Amazon Alexa. The two-
week event, which begins Monday, May 6, features 
15 educators competing for a $100,000 grand prize 
and a spot in the next Tournament of Champions.

“Teachers are the only profession for whom we’ve 
created a special tournament, which I hope shows 
how much everyone at Jeopardy! values their work,” 
said Jeopardy! host Alex Trebek. “This group of con-
testants will certainly make their students and their 
communities proud.”

To learn more about the Teachers Tournament, 
please visit Jeopardy.com.

The draft  Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System annual report is 
available for review

The draft Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) annual report is available on the Town of New 
Paltz’s website for review. Comments can be made 
when it is presented at the Town Board meeting on 
May 16 or via e-mail to Neil Bettez up to one week 
following until May 23.

Youth scrabble club at Gardiner 
Library

The Gardiner Library will host youth scrabble 
club on Saturday, May 4 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. in 
the kids’ section of the activity room. The club is rec-
ommended for grades three through eight. All levels 
welcome.

 The club is run by Gardiner Library’s Carolyn 
Thorenz. The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turn-
pike. For further information, call 255-1255 or visit 
www.gardinerlibrary.org.

New Paltz Gardens for Nutrition has 
plots available for the 2019 season

 New Paltz Gardens for Nutrition (NPGFN) -- a non-
profi t, organic community garden located off  His-
toric Huguenot Street -- has plots available for rental 
for the 2019 planting season. Full plots are 20’ x 30’ 
(fee: $45; $30 for seniors 62+/disabled) and half plots 
are 20’ x 15’ (fee: $30; $25 for seniors 62+/disabled).

Interested individuals can apply for membership 
in the NPGFN community at https://gardensfornutri-
tion.org/get-a-garden. Applicants must be 18 years 
of age or older. For more information, please see 
https://gardensfornutrition.org or e-mail Anita at 
gardensfornutrition@yahoo.com.

Student art scholarship exhibition 
at Roost Studios opens this weekend

Roost Studios in New Paltz is giving back to the 
community in the form of scholarships and exhibi-
tion opportunities for SUNY college students and 
New Paltz High School students.

This Saturday, May 4 from 6 to 8 p.m. Roost Stu-
dios will be awarding $2,000 in scholarships and 
cash awards to aspiring young artists. Their art 
will take over the Roost Studios and Art Gallery at 
69 Main Street for the month of May. Twenty-three 
young artists are competing for a $1,000 college 
scholarship and four $250 cash prizes. 

The art will be judged by three professional art-
ists/educators -- Kevin Cook, Emeline Hastings and 
Barbara Lane 

The public is invited to attend the free opening re-
ception on Saturday, May 4 from 6 to 8 p.m. Refresh-
ments will be served,

Meet the students and hear from the judges as 
they talk about the depth and quality of the vari-
ous award-winning works of art. Student artists are: 
Zoey Calison, Emily Cavanagh, Juliette Crisafi , Erin 
Dougherty, Jessie Edelstein, Brandon Fiege, Angela 
Gizzi, Maya Greenfi eld, Emma Hines, James Hyland, 
Isa Karis, Bora Kim, Amy Lang, Li Lin-Liang, Malka 
Lohmann, Sabrina Pesantes, Kirstin Phillips, Hailey 

Pierce, Megan Reilly, Victoria Robustello, Zoe Spag-
na-Santoro, Alyssa Taddeo, Maxine Yurowitz and 
Amy Zheng.

Jewish Renewal services
May 3 and 4

Join Kol Hai Hudson Valley Jewish Renewal for 
Shabbat services at Woodland Pond in New Paltz 
this Friday night, May 3 at 6:30 p.m. The gatherings 
are joyful, musical, multigenerational and medita-
tive. Participants delve into the meanings of Torah 
from the ancient Hebrew mystical tradition, sing and 
chant. Services are followed by Kiddush and a pot-
luck desert. 

A Generations Shabbat will be held on Saturday, 
May 4, 10 a.m. This is a family friendly, all-inclusive 
gathering and includes singing, sharing the Torah, a 
children’s blessing and fellowship. Refreshments fol-
low. 

Both services will be held at the Performing Arts 
Center (PAC) at Woodland Pond in New Paltz. 

Kol Hai’s music-fi lled Shabbat services are open to 
all. For more information, contact hello@kolhai.org, 
visit www.kolhai.org or call (845) 477-5457.

Contemplative Caregiving with John 
Eric Baugher at Inquiring Minds 

Inquiring Minds will host John Eric Baugher, Ph.D., 
as he presents his new book Contemplative Caregiv-
ing: Finding Healing, Compassion & Spiritual Growth 
through End-of-Life Care on May 9, 7 p.m., at Inquir-
ing Minds Bookstore, located at 6 Church Street in 
New Paltz.

Contemplative Caregiving is an indispensable guide 
for end-of-life caregivers and for anyone seeking 

to transform experiences of caregiving and grief. 
Baugher’s unique style of integrating social scientifi c 
research on caregiving and grief with teachings from 
Buddhist, contemplative Christian and other wis-
dom traditions illuminates how we each can trans-
form experiences of loss and suff ering into a path of 
compassion.

Baugher will be available to take questions from 
the audience and to sign books.

Every Brilliant Thing
extended to May 5

 Denizen Theatre has added fi ve more performanc-
es of Every Brilliant Thing, directed by TMI Project’s 
co-founder Eva Tenuto and starring Terri Weagant.
The show is playing through May 5 on Wednesday 
through Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. and a Sun-
day matinee at 2 p.m.. Tickets are available online 
at www.denizentheatre.com or by calling the box 
office at (845) 303-4136.

The theatre is located at Water Street Market, 10 
Main Street, Suite 501 in New Paltz.

Volunteers needed in
the Town of New Paltz

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Police Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee, Public Access Committee and the Recreation 
Committee. Interested parties may submit a letter of 
interest and resume to the supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail assistant@
townofnewpaltz.org.
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by Terence P Ward

A 
NEW YORK CITY-BASED reporter is su-
ing to stop construction of additional 
carriage roads and a new visitor’s center 
at Minnewaska State Park, saying that 

the land should instead be part of the State Forest 
Preserve where preservation is the priority over rec-
reation. It’s instead part of the Palisades Interstate 
Parks Commission (PIPC), created by an interstate 
company one attorney for the state says doesn’t 
need to comply with the New York constitution.

JB Nicholas, a frequent visitor to the park, brought 
the suit after seeing the impacts of construction in 
Minnewaska on what he says was untouched wilder-
ness. He maintains that the state constitution is clear 
in that lands purchased in a number of upstate coun-
ties — including Ulster — must be classifi ed as Forest 
Preserve, held in the name of the people of the state 
of New York, and thus be under the auspices of the 
Department of Environmental Conservation, and 
that this has been the case for well over 100 years. 
Representatives from the attorney general’s offi  ce 
question why Nicholas didn’t raise his concerns 
when the lands were fi rst acquired, or several man-
agement plans were fi led; they plan on asking for 
dismissal due to lack of timely fi ling, among other 
arguments. Nicholas holds the position that his right 
to sue is spelled out explicitly in the state constitu-
tion, without any time limits attached.

Nicholas fi rst sought an emergency injunction 
to halt the construction. The motion was heard by 
Ulster County Supreme Court Justice Julian Schreib-
man on Friday, April 26 at the Ulster County Court-
house in Kingston. Representing himself, Nicholas 
argued that lands acquired in Forest Preserve coun-
ties must be part of the “forever wild” preserve. This 

MINNEWASKA | STATE PARK

 LAUREN THOMAS

View from a carriage road at Minnewaska State Park.

Preservation over recreation
State sued over carriage roads, visitor's center plans in Minnewaska

would, in turn, impact future development in the 
park because the priorities laid out for conservation 
areas call for preservation fi rst. He referenced legal 
decisions supporting that position.

Whether he is correct depends on some legal hair-
splitting: does acquisition through an interstate com-
pact of land in New York mean that it’s state-owned 
land? The relationship between the compact and the 
state is complex and a bit murky.

Schreibman questioned Nicholas in a way that 
suggested he’d prefer to make as narrow a ruling as 
possible if he decides in the plaintiff ’s favor. Would 
he have to fi nd the PIPC arrangement unconstitu-
tional? Nicholas believes he must. Is a full stop of 
construction the plaintiff ’s goal? It is. Doesn’t the 
plaintiff  think someone should have raised this is-
sue before in the past 50 years? State offi  cials have 
been on notice for 125 years that all land shall be 
considered Forest Preserve, he said; that interstate 
agency “should not be able to own Forest Preserve 
lands.” At one point the judge tried to rein in some 
of the theories presented, noting that he didn’t need 
to fi nd a secret conspiracy in order to agree that the 
land was improperly classifi ed.

Assistant Attorney General Brian Lusignan off ered 
a simple defense: the land was never deeded to the 
people of the State of New York, and that’s what’s need-
ed to trigger the constitutional requirement. As PIPC is 
an interstate compact, it’s approved in Congress, giv-
ing its existence the weight of federal law. That weight 
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trumps any state constitution, the attorney said; Sch-
reibman was openly skeptical. The case is too late by 
years regardless of what law is applied, Lusignan said. 
Moreover, while he maintains Nicholas is too late in fi l-
ing, he’s also too early: part of the suit is based on a 
parcel where construction is not yet contemplated of-
fi cially, making it “too early for injury.”

Schreibman wondered how a park some hundred 
miles from the state line ended up in PIPC control. As 
it happens, all parks in the eighth state parks region are 
run through the interstate agency; its director, James 
Hall who holds the state deputy director title for that 
region. It is, in essence, an administrative convenience. 
To Schreibman, “that seems erroneous.”

Lusignan thinks there would be harm in stopping 
construction, which is nearly done on the carriage 
roads and “well underway” for the visitor’s center, 
where improvements include replacing eco-friendly 
composting toilets with a system to dispose of waste 
in a “more modern way.” He even claimed that the 
contractor would be liable for penalties should an in-
junction cause a contractual deadline to be missed.

“You don’t get to charge them” under those cir-
cumstances, Schreibman explained in a gentle tone.

The judge also pressed whether there is a state in-
terest or not; doesn’t ownership under an interstate 
agency suggest otherwise? He accepted that one in-
dividual can wear more than one hat, but the convo-
luted relationship seems central to the case.

Schreibman promised a ruling on the injunction 
“soon,” and set a date of May 20 for the submission 
of an expected motion to dismiss the underlying 
case, together with various reply papers. While both 
parties seem to believe the case of Minnewaska may 
be unique, the impacts of a decision could be wider 
if worded broadly enough. ++
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NEW PALTZ | VILLAGE BOARD ELECTION

Dennis Young.Don Kerr. Michele Zipp. Alexandria Wojcik.Tim Rogers.

by Terence P Ward

V
ILLAGE OF NEW Paltz residents will get to 
choose among several candidates for trust-
ee when they head over to the fi rehouse to 
vote on May 7, but the incumbent mayor 

faces no opposition this year. Tim Rogers is com-
pleting his fi rst four-year term as mayor. Don Kerr 
and Dennis Young are also seeking second terms, as 
trustee, and voters will be measuring their accom-
plishment against the promises off ered by Alexandra 
Wojcik and Michele Zipp.

Dennis Young

Dennis Young is completing his fi rst term on the 
board, and previously served on the Environmental 
Policy Commission, which was the precursor to the 
current board of the same name.

He touts the single-hauler law now in eff ect in town 
and village alike as his most signifi cant accomplish-
ment thus far. Under this scheme, there’s only one li-
cense issued for picking up garbage and recycling from 
residential homes. This resulted in a savings for most 
people who choose to get curbside pickup; the law is 
also intended to reduce the noise, traffi  c congestion 
and road wear associated with multiple garbage trucks 
going down each town and village road every week. 
Young has leveraged his experience writing a request 
for proposals to fi ll that contract in other ways, such 
as his current plan to use private contractors to shovel 
snow from sidewalks once 24 hours has passed as per 
village law. Other projects which interest him include 
zero-waste and smart-planning initiatives to preserve 
community character as the village population grows.

Young is running on the Community First line.
To learn more about Young, visit https://hud-

sonvalleyone.com/2019/04/21/village-of-new-paltz-
trustee-race-features-four-for-two-seats-mayor-runs-
unopposed/.

Don Kerr

Don Kerr is completing his fi rst term as a trustee, 
and previously served on the Environmental Policy 
Commission, which was the precursor to the current 
board of the same name. He is also a former School 
Board member and past president of the board.

The capacity of the village’s sewer treatment plant as 
population grows is a concern for Kerr; he also wishes 
to defi nitively identify the source of contamination to 

the Mill Brook which contributes fecal coliform bac-
teria into the Wallkill River. He sees purchase of that 
land as one of the most important accomplishments of 
his term, along with the security-deposit law. Projects 
he’s interested in include trails and bridges in the Mill 
Brook Preserve (which he likens to Central Park in rela-
tive importance), and ensuring that growth in the NBR 
district along North Chestnut Street balances parking 
needs with pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. He 
places himself in the role of devil’s advocate, testing 
ideas through questions during meetings.

Kerr’s name will be found on the Responsive line 
on the ballot.

To learn more about Kerr, visit https://hudsonval-
leyone.com/2019/04/21/village-of-new-paltz-trustee-
race-features-four-for-two-seats-mayor-runs-unop-
posed/.

Michele Zipp

Michele Zipp is a community activist, a co-founder of 
Resisterhood, a group the members of which focus on 
a number of environmental and social-justice issues. 
She has also served as an alternate member on the 
Planning Board. Zipp wishes to see village government 
entirely run on renewable energy, and is interested in 
exploring ways to create more public spaces and trans-
portation infrastructure, such as a solar-powered trol-
ley. She seeks a government with diverse perspectives 
represented, including ways to include parents and 
school-age children, and favors stronger protections 
for renters. Rearing her own children in the village, she 
sees New Paltz as a potential model for local ways to 
address climate change. She intends on bringing a col-
laborative style to the board table.

Zipp is running on the Community Empowerment 
line.

To learn more about Zipp, visit https://hudsonval-
leyone.com/2019/04/21/village-of-new-paltz-trustee-
race-features-four-for-two-seats-mayor-runs-unop-
posed/.

Alexandra Wojcik

Alexandra Wojcik is a former deputy village clerk 
who worked directly with the mayor and trustees. She 
is also a frequent activist and political campaigner.

Wojcik frames her environmental concerns 
through the lens of climate justice, and believes the 
village could be a leading community in that area. 
Her vision of the village is one where the streets feel 
welcome no matter the mode of one’s transporta-
tion, and the culture feels welcome regardless of is-
sues of nationality, gender or orientation. She sup-
ports the creation of more public spaces, and more 
ways to make them user-friendly, such as public 
wireless service. More robust public arts programs 
could be used to address social ills such as addic-
tion by strengthening community ties, which in turn 
would allow for more radical responses to issues of 
climate change. All of these ideas must, to her mind, 
be crafted in a way to include renters, who are equal-
ly important village residents.

Wojcik’s name will be on the DIY line on the ballot.
To learn more about Wojcik, visit https://hud-

sonvalleyone.com/2019/04/21/village-of-new-paltz-
trustee-race-features-four-for-two-seats-mayor-runs-
unopposed/.

Tim Rogers
Tim Rogers is completing his fi rst term as mayor.
He considers the experience he's gained working 

with multiple levels of bureaucracy a valuable tool in 
bringing in necessary funding such as SUNY impact 
aid and funding to help build a new fi rehouse. He 
hopes to see the village grow in a way that reduces 
the need on cars and increases local resilience in ar-
eas such as energy. 

Rogers’ name will be on the Every Day line.
Here are his responses to some questions previ-

ously sent to him about the job.

What about your background do you think it's impor-
tant for voters to know about you?

After graduating from New Paltz High School in 
1989, I lived in NYC for 20 years where I worked for 
the NYS Division for Youth with incarcerated juvenile 
off enders, graduated from NYU's business school with 
an MBA and worked in fi nance. In 2012, I moved back 
home to rear my children. When I started as village 
mayor in 2015, I drew upon my unique combination of 
past employment plus my local volunteer work having 
served simultaneously on New Paltz's Town Planning 
Board and Board of Education.

Having been mayor now for four years, I have 
learned a great deal about the job. I enjoy trying to 
fi gure out challenging puzzles like how we manage 
and pay for water, sewer, fi re protection, downtown 
parking, storm water infrastructure, streetlights, 
sidewalks, etc., while being prudent with taxpayer 
funds. I absorb more daily and am excited to keep 
learning about our village and taking concrete ac-
tions to make it even better.

Four years from now, what would you like to be diff er-
ent in the village?

• Shared town and village municipal offi  ces
• Completion of our new fi ve double-bay fi re sta-

tion at the corner of North Putt and Henry W. Dubois
• More locally-sourced water so that we buy 20% 

of our water from the NYC DEP instead of the expen-
sive 60% that we purchase now

• Continued reductions in the amount of non-reve-
nue water in our system: in 2014, there was 46% and 
each of the last four years it has decreased and we 
had 22% non-revenue water in 2018 which has saved 
us hundreds of thousands of dollars

• Water meters with telemetry so customers can 
see their daily water and sewer consumption — 
which we know saves water users money by encour-
aging conservation and detecting leaks earlier

• Financial software that allows for auto bill pay 
for water, sewer, and taxes

• Improvements to our sewer conveyance system 
that is currently stressed and vulnerable to infl ow and 
infi ltration (I&I) from groundwater and storm water 
so there is less volume at the Huguenot Street sewer 
plant. Less I&I will protect our plant's equipment and 
make sure it is functioning correctly before our disin-
fected effl  uent is discharged into the Wallkill River

• Improved pedestrian and cycling infrastructure
• More street trees
• Better downtown parking
• More electric vehicle charging stations
• More locally-generated electricity from solar
• Community wireless, especially if it can be used 

by public school students expected to use internet 
for their homework

• More new fi re and public works trucks and 

Time to decide
Village of New Paltz trustee race features four for two seats; mayor runs unopposed
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equipment
• More contributions to our volunteer fi refi ghters' 

retirement accounts
• More support of our building department to pro-

tect resident safety and help improve the aff ordabil-
ity of housing in the village

• An eff ective design review process including our 
Planning Board and Historic Preservation Commission 
for new buildings and changes to existing exteriors

•Aff ordable and high-quality health care for our staff 
• Getting these and other things done while care-

fully balancing revenues and expenses for taxpayers 
and ratepayers

Is there anything which keeps you awake at night that you 
think village trustees can help change for the better?

How do we manage visitors who love our unique 
community with its local businesses and walk-able 
Main Street surrounded by world-class outdoor rec-
reation and beauty, while we primarily rely on prop-
erty taxes to fund our operations [and] only receive 
a fraction of the sales tax our community generates? 
We are expected to do so much at the local govern-
ment level without adding to the already expensive 
and inequitable property tax bills in New York State.

What skills and experience do you now bring to the of-
fi ce of mayor, which you didn't possess four years ago?

I have a better understanding of the nuanced re-

by Terence P Ward

A 
$2.2 MILLION GRANT will help pay for 
bicycle-related safety improvements along 
Henry W. Dubois Drive in New Paltz. The 
State funds are earmarked for creating buff -

ered bicycle and pedestrian lanes along this popular 
cut-through. This is the route cyclists will be invited 
to take while following the Empire State Trail through 
town, and Supervisor Neil Bettez believes it's the devel-
opment of the trail which made obtaining this money 
possible.

"This idea has been in every single plan developed 
for New Paltz in the past 15 years," Bettez said. The 
supervisor regularly sees cyclists and pedestrians us-
ing the road even now because it's the most direct 
route downtown for many residents, and he expects 
that putting in a safety barrier will make it all the 
more welcoming.

What made it possible to fi nally receive one of 
these "very complicated grants" was the fact that a 
lot of preliminary work was done in establishing the 
Empire State Trail itself. State offi  cials want the mon-
ey spent in a reasonable amount of time, which Bet-
tez said in this case means about fi ve years, and that 
was not realistic when this same grant was sought 
in 2014. "They only give money if you can do it right 
now," he said. Since then, State offi  cials have sur-
veyed that stretch, and resolved any right-of-way issues over private property 
needed for the trail to go through. Those legal wranglings can eat up a signifi -
cant amount of time.

Town offi  cials sought $2.8 million, and will be borrowing funds to make the 
20% match required in the grant terms. That borrowing is already anticipated 
in this year's budget. Due to the relative permanence of the project, the payback 
will be stretched over 20 years.

Other work that's been done along the street may also have helped bolster the 
application. Highway superintendent Chris Marx and public works coordinator 
Bleu Terwilliger have added striping and widened shoulders with extra asphalt, 
as time and materials allow. For the trail itself, all that's being provided is shiny, 
state-standard striping paint. However, local machinery can't even use that, and 
when it wears away, the fl at white will be used to replace it.

"It was now or never" to receive this funding, Bettez said.
The specifi cs of the plan have not yet been fi nalized. The initial proposal calls 

for a fi ve-foot path for bicycles on both sides, each with a three-foot buff er from 
motorized traffi  c, and a sidewalk on the north side of the road. "I prefer a pro-
tected route," said Bettez, rather than a grassy buff er, especially since he ex-
pects many children to use it. He looks at the widened shoulder built by county 
offi  cials along South Putt Corners Road — which has no barrier — and sees that 
it's rarely used. Community members will be asked to weigh in before the de-

NEW PALTZ | SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

sign is fi nalized, but one alternative which might fi t is a shared path ten-feet 
wide on one side of the road, with a raised curb and buff er.

Widening the road itself tends to encourage drivers to go faster unless traffi  c-
calming measures like speed bumps are installed; the bumps are eff ective, but 
noisy for nearby neighbors and often unpopular. It's possible cyclists, particu-
larly those heading downtown, will also want to move faster than is prudent on 
this path; they should stay in the vehicle portion of the road, the supervisor said. 
Bettez did not speculate as to whether bicyclists would now also be targeted 
during police enforcement of stop-sign and speed-limit rules on the street.

All the work will be within rights-of-way, but some utility poles may need to be 
moved to make the plan work. Bettez expects some trees will also be slated for 
execution, and that once construction begins (perhaps as early as next spring) 
that the process will be frustrating for anyone using the road during that time. 
The result, however, he believes will be very well-received in New Paltz.

Lloyd and Kingston will also receive money

Lloyd will get $673,000 in grant money for new pedestrian accessibility en-
hancements and wayfi nding signage for the connection between Highland and 
the Empire State Trail. And Kingston will get $3.6 million for new pedestrian 
accessibility enhancements at Flatbush and Foxhall avenues. ++

Funding for  safety improvements on Henry W approved

lationships between local, county and state govern-
ments. We rely heavily on the state and need to know 
how to apply for grants and communicate our needs 
to our elected representatives and various individu-
als at state agencies in Albany so they can advocate 
on our behalf. I have learned not to take "no" for an 
answer, and do not give up while seeking what we 
need. Perseverance has paid off  in several instances.

I have also grown to deeply appreciate the value of 
communication with constituents. I don't shy away 
from regularly talking about the various mungy de-
tails of local government. The response to my trans-
parency and respect of the intelligence of neighbors 
has been extremely positive, even when there is 
disagreement about the leadership choices I make. 
I welcome feedback and constantly try to integrate 
community input into my problem-solving.

Are there two or three things you've accomplished in your 
fi rst term about which you are particularly proud?

1. Securing SUNY impact aid from the state by 
working hard with our representatives in Albany re-
sulting in $200,000 annually the last two years.

2. Acquiring over $3 million by collaborating with 
the NYC DEP, SUNY New Paltz and the Town of New 
Paltz for investments in our community's drinking 
water system. We will have new groundwater wells 
and updated meters at SUNY New Paltz and in the 
town-outside-the-village water districts, as well as 
money to connect more locally-sourced water.

3. Purchasing vitally-needed fi re and public works 
equipment, the completion of several capital proj-
ects, improved services, and all without raising taxes 
for four years.

What regrets do you have about initiatives in that same 
time? What might you have done diff erently?

It's been diffi  cult learning as I go during the plan-
ning and development process for our new fi re sta-
tion. While the state has committed $5 million for 
the project, the bids we received were well above 
what our community should be expected to pay.

We should have issued an RFP (request for pro-
posals) to review several construction management 
fi rms for our new fi re station instead of assuming we 
should use DASNY (Dormitory Authority of the State 
of New York). We believed there was an advantage to 
using DASNY so the project would not be subject to 
the Wicks law. The law mandates separately bid con-
tracts for construction, electrical, HVAC, and plumb-
ing on publicly-funded projects over $50,000. Work-
ing closely with GOSR (Governor's Offi  ce of Storm 
Recovery) we hope we can fi nd a more well-suited 
construction manager to be our advocate to make 
sure our fi re station project is both as economically 
responsible and as high-quality as possible. ++

The Village of New Paltz election will be held on May 7 
at the Fire Department located at 25 Plattekill Avenue in 
New Paltz. The polls will be open  from noon to 9 p.m.

AL ALEXSA

A $2.2 million grant will help pay for bicycle-related safety improvements along Henry W. Dubois Drive in New Paltz. 
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PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE 

Ariana Basco (Phillies Bridge Farm).

Ray Miller (Nyquist-Harcourt  Wildlife Sanctuary).

(L-R) Ingrid Haeckel and Rae Leonard (Critical 
Environmental Issues).

Marion DuBois (environmentalist).

(L-R) Jeremy Brettholtz and Wilson Lee (Geen 
Mountain Energy).

by Frances Marion Platt

W
E’RE ALL SUPPOSED to know by now 
that “global warming” means that av-
erage temperatures are rising around 
the world, with the consequences of 

more severe extreme weather events – not that it will 
always be warmer everywhere on any given day. For 
the folks who turned out to organize and to attend 
the annual Earth Day Fair at the New Paltz Reformed 
Church, last Saturday turned out not to be a very 
welcoming day to attend an outdoor event. It was 
cloudy, chilly and intermittently rainy. The fl ags of 
all nations lining Huguenot Street fl apped noisily in 
the gusty wind, and at one point one of the exhibitor 
tents collapsed and blew right across the south yard 
of the church.

“I think of this as the fi rst New Paltz community 
festival of the year, when everyone comes out of 
their houses – even though today, it felt more like 
winter,” said Seth McKee, an active member of the 
New Paltz Interfaith Earth Action Coalition, the or-
ganization that coordinates the fair each spring. This 
year McKee was in charge of organizing the musical 
acts who held forth all day on the front porch of the 
church, playing and singing with gusto despite the 
unfavorable weather.

Leading off  the entertainment were a vocal en-
semble from the Jewish Congregation of New Paltz, 
Chai Notes (“That’s chai as in life, not tea,” McKee 
noted), and a trio of SUNY New Paltz music students 
called Larkspur. Following them, a group of local 
faith leaders led meditations on the environment, 
including a “spontaneous” shared prayer off ered 
by Shir Jaakov Feit of Kol Hai Jewish Renewal and 
Laila Walzer, a Muslim pastor from the Woodstock 
Sufi  Center. Then the music program continued for 
the remainder of the afternoon, including Betty and 
the Baby Boomers, the Rosendale Improvement As-
sociation Brass Band and Social Club, Bloom, the Re-
sisterhood Choir and Spirit of Thunderheart.

Attendees could enjoy the music and dodge the 
showers from picnic tables set up under a big tent 
on the church lawn, fueled by vegetarian lunch 
choices being sold right next door on the north side 
of the yard. The menu proved appropriate for a raw 
day: something called a Power Bowl, which included 
sweet potatoes, onions, black beans, chard, spinach 
and kale over brown rice; caulifl ower/leek soup, qui-
noa salad, a variety of wholesome desserts, Dressel 
Farms apple cider, coff ee and tea.

But the primary objective of the annual Earth Day 
Fair is to educate, according to Jim O’Dowd of the 
Reformed Church’s Caring for Creation Committee, 
one of the event’s founders. “Basically, the idea is 
to have organizations that support sustainability and 
green living set up booths to share information,” 
O’Dowd explained. “We knew we were having an en-
vironmental crisis, and it’s now becoming an envi-
ronmental emergency. We wanted to bring the faith 
communities together to work on climate change 
and the environment.”

At the booths, visitors could pick up some seed-
lings for their gardens and learn about options to 
solarize their homes. The Wallkill Valley Land Trust 
had memo boards on which attendees of all ages 
could add their ideas to a brainstorm on “What do 
rail trails mean to you?” John Ferro of the Omega 
Institute’s Center for Sustainable Living was engag-
ing passersby, especially teachers, on the subject of 
Project Drawdown: an educational “roadmap” that 
delineates one thousand practical ways for individu-
als, communities, schools and businesses to reverse 
climate change.

New to the fair this year was a large tent for slide-
shows, screenings and presentations, which or-
ganizer Rob Magee of New Paltz Friends Meeting 
described as “our fi rst foray into electronics.” Five 
speakers were each allotted 20 minutes to do an in-
depth presentation on a diff erent topic. Representa-
tives of the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency 
discussed the current state of recycling in the coun-
ty; staff  from Suncommon explained community so-
lar options; Climate Action Coalition activists gave an 
update on fossil fuel infrastructure proposals for the 
mid-Hudson region; Janelle Peotter of the New Paltz 
Climate Smart Communities gave a status report on 
the town’s greenhouse gas inventories; and Samrat 
Pathania talked about electric vehicles. Electric cars 
were also parked at the curb, their owners eager to 
explain their care and feeding to people considering 
buying one.

Especially for kids, there was face-painting and a 
giant infl atable Earth Ball to kick around. And the 
day began with a 5K Community Run/Walk & Kids’ 
Fun Run to raise funds for the Huguenot Street Co-
operative Nursery School. Despite the inclement 
weather, 49 runners turned out to participate. The 
top three fi nishers were H. Zanger (19:28), N. Jallat 
(19:40) and L. Wyns (22:32) in the men’s division, S. 
Klein (25:07), M. Eyler (26:50) and M. Shah (28:04) 
in the women’s division. ++
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NEW PALTZ | EVENT

by Frances Marion Platt

R
OSENDALE HAS ITS annual Pickle Festi-
val, Saugerties its Garlic Festival, Marga-
retville its Caulifl ower Festival. New Paltz 
is among many towns in the Hudson Val-

ley with a seasonal celebration of their apple crops. 
But is there a community in the region as yet that 
has claimed the humble-but-delicious mushroom as 
the centerpiece of an annual feast? That prospect 
may be in New Paltz’s foreseeable future, if Amanda 
Heidel has her way.

Heidel is an art student at SUNY New Paltz, work-
ing toward her Master’s in Fine Arts in Sculpture. 
When it came time to pick a topic for her thesis, 
she decided that she wanted to do a project that 
involved turning waste materials into some sort of 
public art. “I was inspired by my research of land 
art that evolved with a community,” she explains. 
After working with “a lot of diff erent materials,” she 
began developing relationships with various local 
businesses that had plenty of food waste to discard 
on a regular basis: coff ee grounds from the Village 
Grind, spent grain from beer-brewing at the Bacchus 
Brewery, stale bagels from the New Paltz Bagel Café. 
“I wanted to try to transform them,” she says.

Around the same time, Heidel was pursuing a 
growing interest in mushrooms, both culinary and 
medicinal, and began to look at these coff ee grounds, 
beer grains and bagels as potential substrates for 
mushroom cultivation. Her fi rst eff orts were unsuc-
cessful. So last summer she took a workshop with Er-
win Karl of the Mid-Hudson Mycological Association 
and John Michelotti of Catskill Fungi, determined to 
learn more about how to “grow your own.” “I went 
to them and said, ‘I’m trying to grow mushrooms on 
bagels, and I’m not having much luck with it,’” she 
relates. The experts not only off ered advice, but also 
put her in touch with Dr. Hon Ho, a mycologist in 
the Biology Department at SUNY New Paltz, who has 
given Heidel access to a biology lab for the purpose 
of growing mushroom mycelium from spores for 
spawning purposes.

Heidel’s concept began to solidify into the form of 
a Mushroom Shed: a small wooden structure where 
mushrooms could be cultivated, both for demon-
stration purposes and as a place where people could 
“reduce waste while making food.” She began reach-
ing out to the community in search of a site for this 
hands-on public project. Ivan Echenique at Family 
of New Paltz suggested working with the Reformed 
Church of New Paltz, which already has a small Com-
munity Garden tucked in between its Wullschleger 
Education Building and Historic Huguenot Street’s 
Deyo Hall on Broadhead Avenue. Cheryl Alloway of 
the church’s Caring for Creation Committee was sup-
portive of her concept, and Craig Shankles, presi-
dent of Local at Heart, came on board as well.

Heidel compares the evolution of her project to 
the process of growing a fungal colony. “The mush-
room is a perfect model for collaboration. Every per-
son is a spore,” she says. “When they come together, 
the hyphae start to form. Once the mycelium begins 
to develop, the individual is really blurred. We really 
need each other to make this happen. The shed itself 
is the mushroom fruiting.”

The Reformed Church off ered to make a space be-
hind the Community Garden available, but putting 
up new construction in a designated historic district 
is no easy matter, Heidel discovered. Using the wig-
wam on the grounds of the DuBois Fort as an exam-
ple, Tom Olsen of the Village of New Paltz Historic 
Preservation Commission advised her that approval 
for a temporary structure might be easier to obtain 
than a permanent one, and that a building that re-

fl ects the history of the site would have the strongest 
appeal. Heidel did some more research and discov-
ered that a crude wooden outbuilding that had been 
used for tool storage adjacent to the wigwam had 
originally been a community smokehouse, built in 
the 1700s. “That was perfect,” she says. “So, we’re 
modeling the aesthetics of the shed after that struc-
ture.” Historic Huguenot Street off ered even to do-
nate some antique bricks for the foundation, similar 
to the smokehouse.

The Mushroom Shed Group’s application received 
approval for ten years, with an option to renew. That 
qualifi ed the project to receive fi scal sponsorship 
from the New Paltz Community Foundation, and a 
GoFundMe campaign was started as well. Framing 
for the shed was in progress at presstime, with a 
goal of having the building complete in time for the 
Mushroom Shed Festival that’s scheduled for Friday, 
May 10. That’s the day when the growing containers 
– glass tubes about a foot-and-a-half in length, sup-
ported by a perforated grid that Heidel compared 
with a Connect Four board – will be inoculated with 
mushroom spawn. For starters, two types of fungi 
will be grown: tender, delicious oyster mushrooms 
and reishi, which are used in medicinal teas for a 
boost to the immune system.

Anyone who’s interested in participating in the 
project can obtain their own growing tube. Or just 
come down to the Festival for a tutorial on how it’s 
done. There will be recorded music by John Cage, 
who Heidel says was “a big mushroom enthusiast,” 
“mushroom yoga” sessions conducted by New Paltz 
Rock Yoga and themed treats from a variety of local 
sponsors, including mushroom tea from the People’s 
Cauldron and pizza topped with oyster and lion’s 
mane mushrooms from Village Pizza. “Bacchus has 
brewed a mushroom beer, using chaga mushrooms 
and thyme,” she notes.

The celebration goes on from 4 to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
May 10 at the Mushroom Shed site at 92 Huguenot 
Street. Admission is free, although a “fungraiser” is 
also promised. To learn more about the project, visit 
www.facebook.com/communitymushroomshed. ++

Fun with fungi
Mushroom Shed Festival on May 10 brings community mushroom gardening to Huguenot Street

LAUREN THOMAS

The Mushroom Shed on Huguenot Street is the brainchild of SUNY New Paltz grad student Amanda Heidel. She is pictured here with 
partners in construction Erwin Karl and Jeremiah Burke.

“I was inspired by my 
research of land art that 

evolved with a community,”  
Amanda Heidel explains. 
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NEW PALTZ | SCHOOLBOARD ELECTION
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Sophia Skiles.
PROVIDED

Bianca Tanis.

by Sharyn Flanagan

N
EW PALTZ VOTERS on May 21 will be 
asked to approve two candidates on the 
ballot running for two seats on the New 
Paltz Central School District Board of Ed-

ucation. Incumbent Sophia Skiles is running to re-
tain her seat for a second term and Bianca Tanis is a 
fi rst-time candidate running for the seat of Matthew 
Williams, whose term ends on June 30. The trustee 
positions carry three-year terms to begin July 1. Also 
up for a vote will be the proposed 2019-2020 budget 
of $63,640,000. The polls will be open at the high 
school from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Despite the fact that two candidates running for 
two seats precludes any doubt as to the outcome of 
the election, New Paltz Times deems it important, 
nevertheless, to present to the community a profi le 
of those candidates who, as board members, will 
contribute to the decision-making in the schools and 
their cultural climate over the next three years.

Skiles has been an articulate and active member 
of the BOE, travelling to Albany throughout her fi rst 
term to help lobby for the restoration of Foundation 
Aid to public schools, and affi  liating with the Sisters 
of Sojourner’s Truth as part of her eff orts to address 
racial equity in the schools. And Tanis has frequently 
attended Board of Education meetings in New Paltz, 
an active presence speaking as a member of the pub-
lic to advocate for educational issues of inclusivity 
and equal access to resources. We recently asked the 
two what they feel the biggest challenges facing the 
school district are and what their priorities will be as 
new trustees.

Sophia Skiles

The incumbent is running on a platform of belief 
in “the promises of opportunity, raising informed 
citizens, and strengthening community.” She lives 
in Gardiner with her husband, Tim, and their two 
young children, Beckett and Iris, both of whom at-
tend Lenape Elementary School. Born and raised in 
Los Angeles, Skiles holds a bachelor’s degree in per-
formance studies from Northwestern University. Af-
ter teaching and performing theater in Chicago, she 
moved to New York for graduate school at Columbia 
University, earning an MFA in acting.

As a professional theater actor and adjunct pro-
fessor who has taught theater at Mount Holyoke 
College, SUNY Ulster, and most recently, SUNY Pur-
chase, Skiles has also taught K-12 students in all fi ve 
boroughs of New York City and in the Ulster BOCES 
New Visions program, as a classroom teaching art-
ist. With nearly 25 years of experience in those di-
verse learning communities -- public and private, 

urban and upstate, low-income and well-funded, 
elementary to college -- Skiles is familiar with both 
the educational process and the structure of support 
behind it. “Investing in relationships over time, built 
on trust and respect, are essential to me as both a 
professional theater artist and educator and as a 
member of the New Paltz community,” she says. “I 
understand the power and work of collaboration, 
the importance of the arts, and the need to create 
culture that is inclusive.”

What motivates you to continue serving on the New 
Paltz School Board?

From an immediate perspective, I can apply my 
familiarity with process and protocol, as well as the 
relationships I have made from a fi rst term to be an 
even more eff ective and confi dent trustee in a sec-
ond. There's always more learning and listening, 
but I look forward to being more productive and 
precise. There is so much success and excellence at 
New Paltz -- from a wealth of teachers and staff  who 
make such powerful, lifelong and positive connec-
tions with children and families to incredibly rich 
course off erings and opportunities -- of which we 
can be rightfully proud. I would like to strengthen 
that and work to ensure that excellence and oppor-
tunity reach every child.

I am also motivated by personal experience. I am 
a fi rst generation American and fi rst generation col-
lege graduate; education has been the pathway to 
nearly every opportunity I have earned and enjoyed. 
And I am so grateful to those who served in roles 
like board members, who provided me — someone 
with scarce traditional social capital — with those op-
portunities. I am honored to fi nd a way to give back 
through public service to the children of this com-
munity.

What skills do you bring to the work?

I bring diligence and discipline to research and 
preparation. As a professional actor and teacher, I 
know how to collaborate; an invaluable skill in this 
political and social climate where we are pressured 
or even encouraged to take sides, not necessarily 
on issues but for or against groups of people. Board 
service requires deliberation often on issues that not 
everyone experiences and values in the same way. 
I can disagree while maintaining respect for myself 
and others.

What do you see as the greatest challenge the district 
faces at this time?

There are clear, deeply consequential projects at 
hand: fi nding, hiring, supporting and retaining the 

right principals in three of our four buildings. And 
then there are, I believe, long-term challenges in 
how the district aspires to realize equity and to ad-
dress mental health concerns eff ectively among all 
students.

What would you like to see the board accomplish over 
the next few years?

I am looking forward to the Capital Project suc-
cessfully coming to completion, demonstrating that 
this board can be responsible fi scal stewards of the 
public trust. I would like to see the board work to 
build a stronger sense of that trust through improved 
communication, accountability and regular engage-
ment with the families and the public.

Bianca Tanis

The fi rst-time candidate for a trustee seat on the 
New Paltz BOE says she is running because she be-
lieves she can use her experiences as an educator, 
parent and advocate to help bring the school district 
and community together to focus on social, emotion-
al, physical and academic success for all students.

Tanis holds a bachelor’s degree in anthropol-
ogy from SUNY New Paltz and a master’s degree in 
childhood and special education from Mount Saint 
Mary College. She met her husband in college and 
they remained in the area afterward. Their youngest 
son is in eighth grade, a student at New Paltz Middle 
School. Their oldest attends SUNY New Paltz.

Tanis is a special education teacher in the Suff ern 
Central School District, where she teaches a thera-
peutic support class for kindergarten and fi rst grade 
students. “The unique strengths and talents of my 
students humble and inspire me daily,” she says. 
“I have centered my work as a teacher on creating 
inclusive and child-centered learning environments 
that help my students develop their voices, their cre-
ativity, and their ability to handle social and emo-
tional challenges.”

Tanis also has extensive experience in trauma-
informed practice, behavior management and crisis 
intervention. As a certifi ed instructor in crisis pre-
vention and management, she has trained school 
personnel in how to safely de-escalate and support 
students in crisis.

Prior to becoming a teacher, she was the senior 
case manager in a 40-bed homeless shelter, oversee-
ing programming. “This was an invaluable learn-
ing experience and helped me develop a deep un-
derstanding of the root causes of substance abuse, 
poverty and violence, and ultimately, the long-term 
risks when schools do not meet the social, emotional 
and physical needs of their students.”

What motivates you to run for a seat on the New Paltz 
School Board?

When I think about New Paltz Central School 
District and the resources in this community, I see 
tremendous potential. We have the opportunity to 
prioritize the social and emotional well-being of all 
students by centering inclusivity, mental health, so-
cial justice, community voice, and student empow-
erment. I believe that the current board is striving to 
make this happen and it would be a privilege and an 
honor to join in this work.

What skills do you bring to the work?

I am a kindergarten special education teacher and 
a parent of a student with special needs. I am pas-
sionate about using my experience to expose and 
change educational practices and policies that harm 
children. Through this work I co-founded a group 
called New York State Allies for Public Education 
(NYSAPE) and spent the better part of a decade or-
ganizing with families, educators and communities 
to advocate for change. As an early educator, I have 
also worked with several national organizations to 
educate families and teachers about harmful trends 
in education that are compromising developmental-
ly-appropriate practice.

I was recently selected to serve on the New York 
State Board of Regents Blue Ribbon Committee on 
Early Childhood. This committee was charged with 
developing recommendations to improve New York 
State education policy. This work required an ability 
to analyze the challenges facing early education in 

Two for two
Candidates fi le petitions for New Paltz School Board election
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the state and to develop policy and budget recom-
mendations to address and alleviate these issues. 
These experiences helped me to develop several 
key skills for a board member, including outreach, 
research, analysis, advocacy and community orga-
nizing.

What do you see as the greatest challenge the district 
faces at this time?

In addition to the ongoing issue of inadequate fund-
ing by the state, there are a number of challenges that 
face the district. In the near future, we will have new 
leadership at three of our schools. We will have to be 
diligent in ensuring that these new administrators are 
provided with the support and tools needed to foster a 
thriving school culture that is sensitive to the needs of 
our diverse student body and to develop honest and 
authentic relationships with students and families. We 
must also ensure that our new leaders feel empowered 
to think outside the box to meet the needs of students 
and to amplify the voices and strengths of our teach-
ers.

Many students are struggling with mental health is-
sues and feelings of disconnectedness and isolation. 
In order to address this challenge, the district must 
continue to leverage local resources, community part-
nerships, and its own resources to identify multiple 
pathways to support students and create “safe” and 
inclusive spaces for students to be heard.

Incidents of racism and bias continue to occur in 
our schools on a regular basis. In addition to current 
eff orts to identify proactive and preventative measures 
to address systemic racism, I believe the district can 
improve its ability to react to these incidents with con-
sistent, timely, and holistic educational responses that 
focus on teaching rather than punishment and that ad-
dress the needs of those most impacted.

What would you like to see the board accomplish over the 
next few years?

Authentic and transparent communication fosters 
trust and partnership. I would like to see the board 
continue its current focus on improving district com-
munication with families. There is need for improve-

ment in the district’s provision for the necessary sup-
ports to ensure all students have access to the district’s 
rich array of electives and extracurricular activities. I 
would like the board to address this issue and work to 
ensure that students with disabilities and at-risk stu-
dents have access to the same opportunities as their 
peers. I would also like the board to explore increased 
educational opportunities for students with disabilities 
to develop their strengths and to experience academic 
success.

I believe the board must adopt a policy ensuring 
that every child in grades K-5 has at least 40 minutes 
of recess daily, with standardized weather policies that 
ensure maximum time spent outdoors. Additionally, 
an audit of the current recreational and P.E. facilities 
and equipment is needed. This will enable the board to 
prioritize what needs work and identity opportunities 
to support the physical well-being of students across 

the district.
Over the next few years, I hope to see continued col-

laboration between the Racial Equity Initiative Adviso-
ry Committee (REIAC) and the board in support of the 
Racial Equity Initiative, and I would like the board to 
extend this work by creating educational opportunities 
for families to develop a deeper understanding of how 
racial equity benefi ts the entire school community.

Most importantly, I would like the board to prioritize 
connecting the dots between all of these issues, and in 
doing this work, increase opportunities to incorporate 
the voices of students, families, educators, and the 
community. ++

To learn more about the candidates, visit their respective 
websites: Sophia Skiles at https://www.sophia4boe.com/, 
and Bianca Tanis at https://biancatanis4boe.com/.
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A new entryway
(Continued from page 1) 

LAUREN THOMAS

The driveway at the base of the Testimonial Gatehouse off  Route 299 in New Paltz is now gated.

and eventually the resort.
With the infl ux of automobile transport, the 

Mountain House created a new gateway off  Moun-
tain Rest Road, which is still used today. Although 
it was no longer used by hotel guests as their intro-
duction to Mohonk, the original gatehouse – or the 
“Testimonial Gatehouse,” as it is now referred to – 
has become one of New Paltz’s best-known and most 
iconic structures, standing stoically at the base of the 
foothills for the past 81 years.

In the course of that time, the structure was used 
in several diff erent capacities. After it ceased to func-
tion as a formal entrance to the Mountain House, the 
building served as housing for hotel employees. In 
the mid-1960s, it was leased for a short time to the 
Mid-Hudson Catskill Museum as a fi eld site for out-
door education. The museum later merged with the 
John Burroughs Natural History Society, which also 
leased the Gateway area for a short time in the 1970s. 
The Gateway building continued to serve as tenant 
housing for Mohonk Mountain House staff  until 
2009. It also served as an informal meeting place for 
hikers, cyclists, runners and as a bucolic playground 
for those who lived in it or near it around the Gate-
house Road neighborhood.

Now the Testimonial Gatehouse is once again hav-
ing the light shone upon it, as it is in the process of 
a $2.7 million makeover. Its historic archway and 
stonework are being cleaned, restored and but-
tressed, and the tower, the tree-lined carriage road 
and its surrounding grounds are being turned into 
the fi rst new trailhead that the 8,600-acre Preserve 
has created in more than 25 years.

Growing up around the Gatehouse
If you look at the old blue wooden door just under 

the grand stone archway, there is a sign that says, 
“No Trespassing, Private Property.” The New Paltz 
Times decided that it was the perfect time to talk to 
some people who lived and frolicked at the sentinel 
entrance to the magic kingdom of both the Mountain 
House and the Preserve, before its transformation 
into an offi  cial Preserve trailhead.

Steve Rappleyea lived in the old gatehouse as a 
young boy with his brother and their mom, who 
worked at Mountain House and served as the Gate-
house “caretaker” in the late 1970s. “It was one of 
the coldest, draftiest places I have ever lived,” said 

Rappleyea with a laugh. “You know, the regular 
drawbacks of living in a castle.” He indicated the 
covered balcony at the top of the tower and said that 
if you “caught the wind just right, you could fl y a pa-
per airplane from that window all the way to the end 
of the driveway.”

Rappleyea also pointed to the large windows 
above the archway that face west. “That was my bed-
room,” he said, noting that the tot-fi nder sticker with 
the silhouette of the fi refi ghter was still stuck to his 
old window. “I never got used to the beauty of the 
sun setting from my bedroom window. Even then, 
as a young boy, I knew this place was important. It 
was signifi cant in that it was literally the gateway to 
this coveted hotel and the magical forest that sur-
rounded it.”

He remembers being outside all of the time and 
riding horses along the tree-lined carriage road and 
ice-skating in the ponds that serve almost as a moat 
to the tower. “We moved a lot when I was a kid, and 
this was the place where I met so many great New 
Paltz people, like the Cotton brothers [Will, Keith 
and Neil] and the Schenker family and the Sample 
brothers. There was no social media, so we literally 
played outside all day every day, unless we were in 
school.”

Eric and Holbrook Sample, who grew up at 8 Gate-
house Road, just across from the tower, remembered 
it with the same fondness and Rappleyea did. “With-
out all the distractions of technology, we would arise 
early and hurry to the ponds in the winter, as they 
would freeze early, and we had a blast spending the 
day ice-skating on them beneath the Gatehouse, 
which was fully visible after the leaves fell,” said Eric 
Sample, now a professor at Champlain University in 
Vermont. “We would skate and skate and get cold 
and run home to Mom, who would have popcorn 
and hot chocolate.”

His brother Holbrook, now the director of the 
Cincinnati Public Library, concurred. “Absolutely, I 
was aware of the Gatehouse as being the entrance 

to Mountain House,” he said. “The allée is one of 
the more extraordinary features of any landscape 
anywhere.” Holbrook, who always ran the carriage 
roads and trails of the Preserve, remembered “al-
ways running from my house, through the archway 
of the Gatehouse and then up to the Mountain House 
and through the trails all around it.”

Rappleyea also refl ected on the connection be-
tween the Gatehouse and its sister tower, Sky Top 
perched above on the mountain. “I think it’s so dif-

ferent when you just rocket yourself up the Ridge 
in a car,” he mused. “Living here and even coming 
back as an adult, it’s so diff erent to walk the carriage 
roads and trails and enjoy the enchantment of the 
ponds and meadows and forests that lead up to Lake 
Mohonk and the hotel. You’re very mindful of enter-
ing through the gates of nature and being enveloped 
by it. I would often think what it must have been like 
for the guests, who, having left the hustle and bustle 
of the City, would begin to exhale as their carriage 
climbed the wooded roads to the hotel, where they 
would be able to relax and calm their nerves and dis-
cuss various religious or political matters of the day. 
Just this one section of the carriage road lined with 
trees is reminiscent of an old English manor home. 
Where else does this exist? There’s nowhere like Mo-
honk or Sky Top, and the Gatehouse, with its intri-
cate and beautiful stonework that is part utilitarian 
and part fanciful. I guess I felt so fortunate to be part 
of the Mohonk mystique.” Ironically, Rappleyea, 
now an assistant superintendent at the Lakeland 
Central School District, has a Doctor of Psychology 
in Counseling Psychology, with a focus on adven-
ture-based counseling. “Funny how it all comes full 
circle, just knowing how restorative nature is.”

Holbrook recalled getting permission to have a 
garden on the Gatehouse side of the road, which he 
would tend as a child. “I always found great repose 
in the Gatehouse, and it infl uenced my aesthetic. 
When I would travel to help my parents prepare to 
move to Vermont, after over 40 years at 8 Gatehouse, 
the Gatehouse and allée were solid companions – as 
were the ponds, where we had skated hundreds 
of times growing up. Over my life at 8 Gatehouse, 
I observed the almost complete eutrophication of 
the ponds. Every year and every season would fi ll 
them in with humus a little more. One of mom’s [art-
ist Gloria Sample] favorite painting subjects was the 
Gatehouse. If you include the lands between it and 

“I felt so fortunate to be part 
of the Mohonk mystique,” 

said Steve Rappleyea
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Lighting up the sky
(Continued from page 1) 

Election
(Continued from page 1) 

is what's needed to continue it, Morris believes.
Morris and Hasbrouck have deep roots in build-

ing community here. Morris has been running the 
Halloween community band and Hasbrouck helps 
organize the Regatta.

Morris said that she decided to pitch in because 
fi reworks have been part of New Paltz for the more 
than 30 years she's been here, and she read a New 
Paltz Times article about the uncertain future of the 
event with concern. She remembers when they were 
set off  over the tripping fi elds on campus, a time 
when community members gathered in the village's 
heart to celebrate together. She's served on the com-
mittee "off  and on" for the past 15 years, and is will-
ing to get back into it to keep them going.

Enough volunteers could mean just "paying some-
one to pick up garbage," presuming visitors aren't will-
ing to leave no trace; the presence of police offi  cers 
and rescue workers will not necessarily be volunteer, 
and that's going to be part of what must be raised to 
continue the show into 2020 and beyond. All told, the 
free show costs $12,000 to pull off . Morris hopes that 
those who drop something in the bucket understand 
that digging deeper is what it's going to take to keep the 
fi reworks alive. She and Hasbrouck also plan on solic-
iting business donations. Long term, "We could really 
use help with raising funds." Donations are being held 
through the New Paltz Community Foundation, and as 
such may be tax-deductible.

The date for this year’s show is Friday, July 5  with 
a rain date of Sunday, July 7. Anyone going to the 
show should expect a "similar experience" to that 
of recent years, with live music and, with any luck, 
some food trucks to help pass the time until it's dark 
enough for the light show to begin.

Interested volunteers should send an e-mail to 
doctorlorimorris@gmail.com, while donations can 
be sent to the New Paltz Community Foundation 
at P.O. Box 1112, New Paltz, with "fi reworks" in the 
memo to distinguish it from a general donation to 
the foundation. ++

the mountaintop and cliff s south, you have almost 
the whole of her interest. We used to bale hay on 
the mountain, and in some years the fi elds along the 
allée. I still remember how deafening the peepers 
would be in the spring near the ponds.”

His brother agreed. “We were very aware of the 
signifi cance of the Gatehouse and our proximity to 
it,” said Eric. “My dad [William Sample], as a con-
servationist and a Quaker, would take us up to visit 
Dan Smiley, who was so down-to-earth and incred-
ibly generous about sharing his nature observations 
and weather studies.”

Both Sample brothers remembered biking to swim 
practice and lifeguarding at both the Ulster County 
Pool on Libertyville Road and the Moriello Pool via 
the old carriage roads that are now covered over. 
“We would bike to swim practice at the county pool 
along the old carriage road that continued across 
Route 44/55 and down to the Wallkill River. We 
even tried to cross the river, when it was low, on our 
bikes, to see how the carriage road was connected 
on the other side – it had grown over,” said Eric. “We 
imagined people getting off  at the old train station 
and taking the carriages up that glorious road to the 
Mountain House. We knew it was nice, and loved it; 
but, having lived a lot of other places now, I realize 
how completely unique and pristine it was. Grow-
ing up in the shadows of both the Gatehouse and 
Sky Top watching over us from above was part of a 
dreamy childhood.”

Now that dream will be opened up to the rest of 
the world who choose to seek it out.

Ongoing work at the Testimonial Gatehouse

If you’ve driven by the old Gatehouse or attempt-
ed to park at the base of the gated driveway, you may 
have noticed that land to the south has been cleared 
to make way for a new parking lot, and that resto-
ration work has begun on the 111-year-old edifi ce. 
According to Gretchen Reed, media spokesperson 
for the Mohonk Preserve, “Maintenance work on 
the Testimonial Gateway Tower has been ongoing, 
and stabilization work on the Testimonial Gateway 
Tower roof, windows and selected masonry will be-
gin this spring.”

The Testimonial Gateway Trailhead at the Moho-
nk Preserve Foothills will be the fi rst new Preserve 
trailhead in 25 years and, according to Reed, “will 
expand public access for people of all ages and abili-
ties to the Foothills’ carriage roads and footpaths.” 
Site preparation for the Gateway Trailhead project, 
which began in January, will include an off -road 80-
car parking lot, EV charging stations, visitor contact 
stations, restrooms, restoration landscaping and 
wayfi nding signage. According to Reed, the Preserve 
recently conducted a bidding process, and a con-
tractor “will be selected in the next few weeks.”

“We hope to have the new Testimonial Gateway 
Trailhead in place by the end of the year,” she add-
ed. Additional sitework will include replacement of 
the Lenape Lane Bridge and resurfacing of the Le-
nape Lane Carriage Road, which is slated to begin 
later this year. The total estimated project cost for 
the Testimonial Gateway Trailhead Project is $2.72 
million.

While the lands in the foothills originally served as 
an entryway and agricultural resource for  Mohonk 
Mountain House, by the late 1900s they were being 
used primarily for hay and cattle-grazing. In October 
2011, wishing to preserve the foothills as open space, 
Smiley Brothers, Inc., owners of Mohonk Mountain 
House, sold the entire Foothills parcel, including the 
Testimonial Gateway area, to the Open Space Insti-
tute (OSI). OSI in turn engaged the Mohonk Preserve 
to create a management plan and manage the prop-
erty, with the goal of the Preserve eventually pur-
chasing the lands.

In December 2014, the Preserve entered into an 
agreement to purchase the 836-acre Mohonk Pre-
serve Foothills from OSI. The Preserve then began 
the planning process for the Testimonial Gateway 
Trailhead project and trails master plan. After a two-
year review process, the Town of New Paltz Planning 
Board granted fi nal site plan approval for the Moho-
nk Preserve Foothills Project in 2016.

“Work is also continuing on completing the con-
nection to the Mohonk Preserve Foothills Loop of 
the River-to-Ridge Trail, in partnership with Open 
Space Institute,” noted Reed. “That connection is 
expected to be completed this summer.” ++
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and soliciting public opinion by way of town hall 
meetings in all 24 Ulster County municipalities. Ryan 
will also be responsible for developing a 2020 bud-
get, something he said he planned to put together 
in close consultation with senior county administra-
tors.

“I have to listen and learn from our department 
heads who have been doing great work,” said Ryan, 
who has never held elective offi  ce. “And then fi gure 
out how to integrate that with my vision.”

If Ryan wants to continue being county executive 
into 2020, he will have to win this November’s gen-
eral election. Hayes, also of Gardiner, has said he will 
run for the post again this fall.
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A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview
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“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

22

by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

ings Schatzi’s 
ropub to New Paltz
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New PaltzBoard conmoratoriumGateway ar
by Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR Town Board mempose a moratoriuthat time to creat
development overlay zone 
enough attention to start the 
but it's not at all clear if such 
actually be taken. There are fi n
legal ramifi cations that will be st
fore any decisions are made. The
have been born of the CVS/Five G
ect that the Planning Board is p
considering for North Putt Corner
but proponents say that it's about t

ger picture, not that one application
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely 

the same wording -- requesting th

moratorium be considered. "It's im

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who h

been a leader among those who oppo

the scale of the CVS project, said th

the proposed overlay district would en

compass far more than a single parcel

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 
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Greene County decision, 
Dutchess jail reno, new 
bail rules cut income 
from local pokey
by Jesse J. Smith

U
LSTER COUNTY IS expected to lose near-
ly $1 million in jail boarding fees this year 
after a major client, the Greene County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, opted to send overfl ow 

inmates to Albany County’s jail instead.
Meanwhile, the construction of a new jail in 

Dutchess County and the state legislature’s recent 
abolition of cash bail for many crimes could further 
lower average inmate counts at the 488-bed facility.

Since opening more than a decade ago after a long 
and costly construction process, the Ulster County 
Jail has provided revenue for the county in the form 
of boarding fees paid by other counties and the state 
and the federal government for lodging inmates 
there. The funds are funneled into the county’s gen-
eral fund to help off set the tax levy. Last year, other 
law enforcement agencies paid $730,000 to place 
inmates in the county jail. In 2017, boarding fees 
amounted to $900,000.

But those days may be over. In a memo earlier 
this month, county Budget Director Burt Gulnick Jr. 
warned of a shortfall of nearly $1 million in project-
ed boarding fees for 2019.

Sheriff  Juan Figueroa said this week that the short-
fall stemmed mainly from a decision by Greene 
County Sheriff  Gregory Seeley to stop boarding in-
mates in Ulster County and send them to the Albany 
County Jail instead. The move occurred in January, 
shortly after Figueroa took offi  ce after unseating 
longtime incumbent Paul VanBlarcum. Figueroa 
said that he did not know what prompted Seeley’s 
decision, adding that his fellow sheriff  had not re-
turned several calls seeking to discuss the matter. 
(Seeley also didn’t return calls from the Kingston 
Times seeking comment).

“Each sheriff  has responsibility for their own in-
mates,” said Figueroa. “And if [Seeley] wants to 
move them out of our county jail and board them 
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somewhere else, that’s his prerogative.” 
The Ulster County Jail still boards a number of in-

mates from Dutchess County. But that could change 
later this year when a new and larger facility opens 
in Poughkeepsie. Figueroa said that he anticipated 
a mid-year surge in boarded inmates from Dutchess 
County this summer as his cross-river counterpart, 
Butch Anderson, makes the shift to the new jail.

But a more dramatic and long-lasting impact on 
the population at the Ulster County Jail could come 
next year when recently enacted criminal justice re-
form legislation takes eff ect. The new law would end 
cash bail for all misdemeanor and non-violent felony 
crimes. According to Figueroa, about 60 percent of 
the inmates in the county jail are there on bail. (The 
rest are serving sentences of a year or less imposed 
by local or county courts).

Figueroa said he expects to see a dramatic drop-
off  in daily inmate counts (which currently average 
about 300) in the months after the legislation goes 
into eff ect. Figueroa said he had spoken with law 
enforcement offi  cials in New Jersey which recently 
enacted its own bail reform program.

But based on those conversations, and his own 
long experience in law enforcement, Figueroa said 
he thinks inmate counts will bounce back, as those 
granted release on recognizance fail to make court 
appearances or violate bail conditions and fi nd 
themselves back behind bars.

“Human nature is going to dictate that a certain 
percentage of people, who don’t respect the law in 
the fi rst place, aren’t going to come to court so we’re 
going to set up a warrant squad to go get them,” said 
Figueroa. “It’s not going to be the same numbers we 
have now, but I believe those numbers will level off  
eventually.” ++

Patchzilla to the rescue

Annoyed by potholes (and who isn’t at this time of 
year)? — take heart. Kingston has acquired a patch-
ing truck, and began fi lling potholes and paving city 

streets this week. The $210,000 2019 International 
truck with a PB Loader Patch Body called “Patchzil-
la” will keep up to eight tons of asphalt hot, allowing 
DPW to use one bed-load for eight to ten hours. The 
heated bed will make it possible for DPW to extend 
patching into the winter season, mayor Steve Noble 
said, working with hot patch much longer than pre-
viously possible. Patchzilla will be outfi tted with an 
eleven-foot plow for use in emergency snow situa-
tions.

The city’s paving schedule begins this year with 
South Washington Avenue, Petit Avenue, Klingburg 

Avenue, Condie Street, and part of Wilbur Avenue. 
Subsequent rounds of paving will include up to ten 
additional streets in 2019.
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Music, baseball and hope

While Saugerties organizers continue planning for 
the third annual Hope Rocks Festival this August, 
two new Hope Rocks events are planned for early 
next month. The Hope Rocks Hardball Invitational, a 
high-school baseball tournament, will be May 4. The 
Hope Rocks Grand Gala, a fundraising event on May 
10, will focus on the Hope Rocks mission: to “illumi-
nate the darkness of addiction and suicide.” 

“What Hope Rocks is all about is creating events, 
programs, activities that are not traditionally associ-
ated with providing information about suicide and 
addiction,” organizer Joe Defi no said. “Creating an 
event around a baseball tournament that features 
music, food, features service providers that work in 
the fi eld of mental health and addiction, all as side-
line ancillary attractions beside the baseball games. 
There will be people there that may not normally 
reach out for that information in another kind of set-
ting.”

The Hope Rocks Hardball Invitational was initi-
ated by high school psychologist Michael Pugliese, 
who also coaches the school’s varsity baseball team. 
“Any event that facilitates the Hope Rocks mission is 
obviously a good thing,” said Pugliese. “But also it is 
really important that our players understand their 
ability to help and infl uence change in society.”

For information on the Hope Rocks mission and 
events, visit www.hoperocksny.com.

 -- Crispin Kott

     Community health

When a Youth’s Anxieties Need Sorting

By Gerry Harrington 
HealthAlliance Hospitals

Have you ever wanted to help a teenager who seemed depressed or 
unusually anxious or moody — but you didn’t know what to do?

Or perhaps you were afraid your attempt might make matters worse.
Nearly half of U.S. youth have a mental health issue at some point before 
they turn 18, the nonprofit Child Mind Institute says.
Sixty percent have depression.
Eighty percent experience significant feelings of anxiety and fear.
And an average of 70% never get help.
That can change — and you can be part of the change — if you take a 
free eight-hour training that teaches adults how to support young people 
struggling with behavioral health issues, including alcohol or drug misuse.
The Youth Mental Health First Aid training is offered for free through 
HealthAlliance Hospitals in Kingston, members of the Westchester Medical Center Health Network 
(WMCHealth).
To provide the program, HealthAlliance joined forces with Family of Woodstock, the Ulster County 
Department of Mental Health, Ulster YouthBuild, SUNY New Paltz, Ulster BOCES, the Saugerties 
School District, the YMCA of Kingston and Ulster County and the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration. SAMHSA provided a grant so the hospital could offer the trainings 
and manuals for free.
Mental Health First Aid is the help provided to someone developing a mental health 
issue, experiencing the worsening of an existing mental health condition or in a mental health crisis.
Similar to physical first aid, Mental Health First Aid is given until appropriate support is found or until 
the crisis is resolved.
The Youth Mental Health First Aid trainings are designed for family members, caregivers, teachers, 
school staff members, youth peers, first responders, faith leaders, neighbors, health and human 
services workers, and anyone else who cares about an adolescent age 12 to 18.
People trained through the program will learn a five-step action plan that guides them through 
a process of reaching out and offering appropriate support to youth in both crisis and non-crisis 
situations.
Topics will include anxiety, depression, substance misuse, conditions in which a teen has serious 
judgment issues and may lose touch with reality, disruptive behavior, such as from attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder, or ADHD, and eating disorders.
The evidence-based training helps participants:
• Recognize youth’s most common mental health conditions
• Increase social comfort with youth and other people experiencing a mental health challenge
• Improve confidence in providing help to youth and others
• Strengthen participants’ awareness of their own mental health
HealthAlliance offers the trainings over two half days and one full day:
Two-Day Training
Part 1 — Saturday, May 18, 9:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 
Community Room, YMCA of Kingston
507 Broadway, Kingston
Part 2 — Saturday, May 25, 9:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 
Community Room, YMCA of Kingston
507 Broadway, Kingston

One-Day Trainings
Friday, May 24, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Community Room, YMCA of Kingston
507 Broadway, Kingston
Friday, June 7, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Second Floor Conference Room 
Ulster County Department of Mental Health
239 Golden Hill Lane, Kingston

Registration is required.
To learn more or to register, please write to Adam Billingslea, HealthAlliance’s mental health 
awareness program director, at adam.billingslea@hahv.org or call him at 845-334-4959 (office) or 
561-713-9223 (cell).
In an emergency, call 911. The emergency  

department is at HealthAlliance Hospital:  

Broadway Campus, 396 Broadway in Kingston.  

For more, call 845-331-3131 or visit hahv.org.

WELCOME TO TRX!
TRX uses straps and your own body weight to lever 

an amazing full body workout.
Blend TRX work with traditional Pilates Mat Work.

MAT AND TRX/MAT BLEND SCHEDULE:

www.pi latesnewpaltz .com   |    12 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz
R E F O R M E R T O W E R  •    C H A I R  •   M A T  •   T R X  •   B A R R E L S   •    T R A P E Z E T A B L E  •   M A G I C C I R C L E

Pilates of New Paltz

MON 
9:30 am – Mat
10:30 am – Mat/TRX blend
5:30 pm – Mat
6:30 pm – Mat

TUES
4:30 pm – Mat/TRX blend
WED
9:30 am – Mat/TRX blend
FRI
7:00 am – Mat

Class size is limited to insure quality 
instruction. 
Call or text ahead to reserve your 
spot. 845.255.0559
$18/class – $160/10 class card. Cash 
or check only.

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

V
Get Well & Stay Well with 

Most Insurances Accepted!

845.255.2398
231 Main St.

www.Nutrition-wise.com

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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Info on police training

SUNY Ulster Kingston Center will host an informa-
tion session this Saturday, May 4 at 10 a.m. for indi-
viduals interested in pursuing the pre-employment 
police basic training course provided through Ulster 
County Law Enforcement Training Group (UCLETG). 
Attendees will hear from police academy and SUNY 
Ulster admissions staff  about the 30-credit program, 
including eligibility requirements, physical fi tness 
and academic standards, organizational structure 
and academy rules and regulations. Prospective stu-
dents will also learn about the option to incorporate 
the certifi cate into an associate’s degree in criminal 
justice.

Students who enroll in the course may be eligible 
to receive both state and federal fi nancial aid and 
SUNY Ulster Foundation scholarships. SUNY Ulster 
is approved under the GI Bill and the Dependents’ 
Act. To register for the information session, email 
policeacademy@sunyulster.edu or call 688-1560.

     Community health

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

m 

Fully Licensed & Insured

Heating - Air Conditioning - Refrigeration - Plumbing

845.406.0939
forestairhvac.com 

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Our Patio & Porches are  Open for the Season!

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

YOU PICK IT OUT. WE'LL PACK
AND SHIP IT WITH CARE.
We now offer Printing Services!
• Printing, Laminating, Binding
• Passport Photos
• Fax, Copy, Scan
• MailBox Rental

2600 SOUTH RD RTE 9 STE 44
In Poughkeepsie Plaza near Marshall’s
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12601
store4282@theupsstore.com

845-454-3505
Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Sat-Sun 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865
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Hailey Dippel: won the high jump, long jump and triple 
jump.

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Logan Linares (L) and Riley Brutvan: 1-2 in the 1600 and 3200.

Keeping 
track
New Paltz boys rout,
girls squeak by Ellenville
by Rich Corozine

T
RACK SCHOOL. RUNNING school. New Paltz 
has been both of those things over the past 
30 years, gracing the record books of Section 
9 with numerous championships, team and 

individual. This season's team seems destined to add 
to that string of success, especially the boys, who rout-
ed Ellenville last Tuesday 128-13, with the girls taking 
down a tough Ellenville team 86-56. Both are poised to 
challenge for MHAL and Sectional supremacy.

Starting with triple-threat senior sprinter/hurdler 
Javaughn Gooden, who won the 100 (in 11.4), the 400 
hurdles (60.2) and the 200 (24.5), the Huguenots look 

loaded across the board. New Paltz swept the 400 hur-
dles, with Sean Geisler second  and Elijah Tamarchen-
ko third; the 1600 with Logan Linares winning in 5:16.0, 
with Riley Brutvan second and Ryan Drake third; the 
3200 with Linares winning in 11:43 and Brutvan sec-
ond and Joseph Ayala third; the 400 with Marcus Fari-
ello fi rst in 52.0, Gooden second and Cormac Altman 
third; the 110 hurdles with Jayden Thomas-Markarian 
in 17.1, with Leo Kuyl second and Kevin Martinez third; 
the 800 with Ayala fi rst in 2:10, with Fariello and Drake 
second and third; with New Paltz sweeping the relays: 
Fariello, Linares, Ayala and Drake a 9:12 in the 4 x 800; 
Mike Pisciotta, Fernando Cuellar, Wes Shook and Alt-
man in 47.1 in the 4 x 100; and Fariello, Altman, Chris 
Meluso and Colin Drake with 3>50.9 in the 4 x 400.

Anthony Steven led a sweep in the long jump 
with 18-4 1/2, with Mike Fillette second and Geisler 
third; Geisler in the triple jump with 39-0, with Noah 
Brown second and Fillette third; Brown in the pole 
vault with 13-0, with Gage Mowen second and Spy-
ros Shippa third. Markarian won the high jump with 
5-6, with Geisler second and Nik Knobloch third; and 
Sam Liebman the discus with 108-6 1/2.

For the girls it was a Hailey Dippel triple, winning 
the long jump with 15-3 3/4, triple jump with 29-5 1/2 

and high jump with 4-2; with Abbie Santos doubling 
in the shot put with 32-2 and discus with 83-4. Ki-
era Coulard-Smith also doubled in the 400 in 66.0 
and pole vault with 9-0. Orla Clasby won the 800 
in 2:36.6 and Abbey Gravatt the 3200 12:26.4. The 
Huguenots won the 4 x 800 relay with Lake Willett, 
Claire Holt, Amelia St. John and Clasby in 12:34.5; 
and the 4 x 400 with Andie Carroll, Sin Walsh, Cou-
lard-Smith and Clasby.

New Paltz hosts Dover this Wednesday, May 1 at 
4 p.m.

New Paltz and Highland golf

New Paltz split with Rondout and Ellenville, losing 
to the Ganders 138-148, but topping the Blue Devils 
148-170. The Huguenots were led by Alex Cymbal 
with a 41 and Aracely Watson with 51. New Paltz is 
4-1 on the season. Highland girls golf fell to Ellenville 
158-162 last Thursday, with the Huskies led by Devan 
Cooper’s 50 and Hana Marji’s 55. Highland is 2-2. 

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland tennis

Highland won their fi rst meet of the season, winning 
5-0 over Rondout on Thursday, as Casey Rosen won 
6-2, 6-4 at fi rst singles; Minh Tran 6-1, 6-4 at second sin-
gles and Jackie Xian 6-1, 6-0 at third singles; with Paul 
Cusa and John Shebey winning at fi rst doubles 6-0, 6-0 
and Jeronimo Ubacque and Nick Rosenkranse winning 
by forfeit at second doubles. Highland, 1-5, is at Spack-
enkill on Wednesday, May 1 at 4 p.m.

New Paltz stayed undefeated, beating Saugerties 
5-0, as Noah Kalus won 6-1, 6-0 at fi rst singles; Isaac 
Cheruiyot 6-0, 6-0 at second singles; and Ryan Hov-
ey 6-0, 6-0 at third singles. In doubles, it was Dan 
Robey-Dan Balutowski 6-1, 6-0 at fi rst and Noah 
Leone-Henry Ferland 6-3, 6-0 at second. New Paltz, 
5-0, hosts Ellenville on Friday, May 3 at 4 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

NEW PALTZ & HIGHLAND | SPORTS

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com

SHAMBHALA STONEMASON
Luorong Yapi (Trained in Tibet)

Specializing in masonry design and building utilizing the 
highest quality natural stone and bricks.

call for free estimate
845 399 1063 / 646 898 9808

luorongyapi@gmail.com
www.shambhalastonemason.com

\4
WHY PRINT?

The record A newspaper can 
be archived and used by future 
generations to learn about 
our time. Web posts are often 
edited several times and rarely 
well archived. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Highland and New Paltz lacrosse

Well, what can one say about Highland girls Liz 
Fino? The junior All-Star broke the single game Sec-
tion 9 scoring record with 16 goals in the Huskies' 
24-1 win over NFA on Tuesday, then scored her 
300th career goal against Minisink Valley.

In Thursday's 22-6 loss to Minisink Valley, running-
buddy Nicole Iopace, who had four goals against 
NFA, scored three more against Minisink. Fino and 
Addie McDowell had assists against Minisink, with 
Tasheca McGhie with fi ve saves. The Highland girls, 
2-4, host FDR on Thursday, May 2 at 4 p.m.

The Highland boys beat FDR 17-7 on Wednesday, 
before falling to Warwick 12-8 on Thursday. Against 
FDR it was three goals apiece for Roger Hegeman 
and Dean Klotz, with Jake Ward, Austin Palmer and 
Mike Caso with two apiece; assists to Jake Ward 
(with two) and four saves for Alex Martinez. Against 
Warwick it was Jack Young and Caso with two goals 
each, with solo goals for Danny Rusk, Chris Canino, 
Chris Hammond and Ethan Esposito; assists to Rusk 
and Esposito; with Lenny Casabura with 13 saves in 
goal. The Highland boys, 8-2, host Valley Central on 
Wednesday, May 1 at 4 p.m.

The New Paltz girls lost to Red Hook 12-2 and 
Millbrook 5-4 last week, with Danielle Takacs, Ava 
Cronin ViVi Kay and Lauren Thompson with goals 
against Millbrook; assist to Kelly Hansen; with Pay-
ton Curley with 12 saves in goal. New Paltz, 1-4,  is 
at Saugerties on Wednesday, May 1 at 4 p.m. and at 
Goshen on Friday, May 3 at 4 p.m.

The New Paltz boys fell to O'Neill 9-8 last Tuesday, 
with two goals for Abe Wiedenkeller and solo eff orts 
by Jayden Brown, Daegan Cronin, Aidan Cuppett, 
Brett Fischer, Baas Keesen and Oscar Zadonella; 
assists to Cronin (two) and Cuppett; with Giovanni 
Guido with 10 saves in goal. The New Paltz boys, 2-1, 

hosts Wallkill on Monday, May 6 at 4 p.m.
-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland baseball 
and soft ball

New Paltz baseball fell to Saugerties 9-8 in the 

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland's record-breaking scorer Liz Fino.

ninth inning on Thursday, after dropping a 10-2 
game against FDR on Tuesday and 8-4 to Wallkill on 
Monday. Against Saugerties, Aidan Hoff man led the 
way with three singles; Sam Russo with two singles 
and three RBI's; Alex Baresse two hits and an RBI; 
and Ted Saracino a single and an RBI. Against FDR, 
Anthony DiMarco had a pair of hits, with Patrick 
Murphy an RBI single. And against Wallkill, it was 
Murphy with a three-run home run and DiMarco 
with another pair of hits. New Paltz, 1-5, is at Wallkill 
on Wednesday, May 1 at 4 p.m. and at Red Hook on 
Thursday, May 2 at 4 p.m.

Highland baseball fell to Marlboro 10-1 and Red 
Hook 5-3 last week. Against Marlboro, Ethan Thomp-
son had a double; and against Red Hook Thompson 
had a two-RBI single, with John Scalo taking the loss. 
Highland, 1-6, is at Saugerties on Wednesday, May 1 
at 4 p.m.

New Paltz softball and star freshman hurler Alex 
Frenza fi nally tasted defeat against FDR, falling 7-3, 
as Frenza allowed four hits and fanned eleven, but 
walked seven.  Frenza added a two-run home run, 
with Natalya Knoth with a pair of hits and Kate Bennett 
a solo home run. On Wednesday, the Huguenots beat 
Saugerties 8-1, scoring all their runs in their last at bat 
and with two out, backing Frenza, who hurled a one-
hitter and fanned another eleven batters. New Paltz 
softball, 5-1, is at Wallkill on Wednesday, May 1 and Red 
Hook on Thursday, May 2, both games at 4 p.m.

Highland softball fell to Marlboro 16-4 on Monday 
and to Red Hook 3-0 on Wednesday. Against the 
Dukes, Paige Dauenheimer blasted a home run and 
a single for two RBI's; Ella Cappellino had two RBI's; 
and Olivia Bell had two hits. Against Red Hook, Adri-
ana Scalo had a pair of singles. Highland softball, 
0-6, is at Saugerties on Wednesday, May 1 at 4 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

by Rich Corozine

O
N A COLD blustery day, the New Paltz 
baseball/softball faithful came out to cheer 
on their teams. Nine divisions of them. 
Three-hundred-and-fi fty players strong. In 

an American Rite of Spring.
Begun on a fi eld in Hoboken or Cooperstown (take 

your pick — it is unclear which) by Abner Double-
day in the 1860s (we think), the National Pastime 
grew up from the American pastoral tradition. You 
know, fi elds. Unending fi elds that supplied the space 
and temperament for this timeless game. Poets (like 
Walt Whitman) took to its lack of dimensions (in the 
physical sense) and notion of unending time to tie it 
to the burgeoning American literary tradition. The 
game can be played “forever” (there is no time, only 
innings) and anywhere there is enough space (there 
are only foul-lines to contain the game). The stan-

dard 90-foot baselines and 60-feet from mound-to-
plate (for baseball — the originator of the game; soft-
ball came later) are perfect geometric dimensions 
adding to the game’s profound impact on the Ameri-
can psyche. It’s the summer game, the melancholy 
game: languid, soft, easy-going, communal, where 
you can talk to your neighbor as you watch and not 
miss a thing. It’s the past, but a past that has and will 
be mythologized as long as the game is played; the 
past as present. The only game which begins with 
the defense holding the ball. Football, the post-World 
War II National Pastime, is violent and militaristic, 
befi tting the nation’s imperialist role in the world; 
basketball is the Urban Game, edgy, fast, balletic in 
its movement; soccer and hockey are international 
games, late-comers to the American sports scene. As 
George Carlin said: “Baseball is the game where you 
go home.” What can be more perfect than that.

So, yes, baseball still is THE American game. As 

once again witnessed by the young kids parading 
down Main Street this past Saturday. “Throughout 
the years, our town has been vibrant and extremely 
successful, as evidenced by our multiple district and 
state championships year-after-year,” says New Paltz 
Baseball/Softball Association board member Kevin 
Mumford, alluding to the 13-under baseball team that 
won a State title last season, as well as the 8-under, 
9-under and 10-under teams that won District titles. 
The players are divided into T-ball, Rookie baseball 
and softball, Majors baseball and softball and Buddy-
ball, run by Eric Hollman and Jessica Greenstein for 
kids with developmental and physical disabilities. 
The whole association is presided over by long-time 
president, Tim Messina and a 20-person board.

The season runs through July and games are at 
Hasbrouck Park, The Field of Dreams, Huguenot 
Park. ++

Play ball!
Snapshots from the New Paltz baseball/softball opening day parade
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Editor’s note: New Paltz Times is experiencing a 
backlog of letters. 

Vote for Don Kerr

Don Kerr and I met 25 years ago. Our relation-
ship began as neighbors. We have been good friends 
since. Twenty-fi ve years is a long time, plenty of time 
to assess one’s character. 

Don has always demonstrated a high degree of 
loyalty and trustworthiness, both professionally and 
personally. He takes his responsibilities seriously, 
very seriously, and always follows through with vigor 
and resolve. Strong verbal and written communica-
tion skills are evident to anyone who has followed 
Don’s public service career for the past 12 years. 

Don possesses all of the above and more. That’s 
why I feel comfortable recommending Don Kerr to 
you for re-election as Village of New Paltz trustee.

Vote for Don Kerr -- he’s experienced, dedicated 
and a really good guy.

Lisa Torquato
New Paltz 

Re-elect Don Kerr and Dennis Young

Don Kerr and Dennis Young have demonstrated 
their commitment to the people of New Paltz as 
village trustees through their caring concern and 
thoughtful work over the years. They bring experi-
ence plus valuable and specifi c skills to the complex 
work of the Village Board, particularly in the envi-
ronmental and planning fi elds.

Don Kerr’s expertise in water issues and his knowl-
edge of the critical issues in our water and sewer in-
frastructure is a vital asset to the Village Board. Their 
experience and dedication combined with their ability 
to listen to the community, respect diverse opinions 
and construct sustainable solutions make them highly 
valuable to the board and deserving of re-election.

Jo Margaret Mano
New Paltz 

A vote for Mayor Tim Rogers and 
trustees Don Kerr and Dennis Young

Running a village is more about the nitty, gritty 
business of providing needed services on a daily ba-
sis and ensuring our water and sewer infrastructure 
is operating properly and designed to meet the vil-
lage’s needs now and into the future, than promot-
ing national political issues. In my experience work-
ing with the Village Board, I have found Mayor Tim 
Rogers and trustees Don Kerr and Dennis Young en-
gaged and involved in the detailed work necessary to 
make proper decisions in the diffi  cult process of run-
ning a municipality for the benefi t of all its citizens. 
For this reason and others, I will be voting for Mayor 
Tim Rogers and trustees Don Kerr and Dennis Young 
in the upcoming village elections.

Brad Barclay
New Paltz

Join me in voting for Don Kerr
on May 7

I write in support of Don Kerr who is running for 
re-election as trustee in the Village of New Paltz. 

Don has been a valuable asset to the village ad-
ministration for the past four years, having brought 
considerable expertise to the issues concerning our 
over-taxed wastewater treatment plant and strug-
gling sewer infrastructure, which is often inundated 
by storm water run-off . 

The environment is an important issue to many of 
the residents of New Paltz, and I’m happy to see that 
all the candidates speak to this in their manifestos. 
However, Don’s level of expertise in this area means 
that he can do way more than simply pay lip-service, 
but rather off er practical guidance for actual work-
able solutions to the problem, thereby enabling us to 
create a cleaner, safer Wallkill River for our current 

residents and those that follow in our footsteps. 
Moreover, Don has always been, and no doubt will 

continue to be, a strong proponent for the transpar-
ency of government, through his championing of 
public access television. 

I believe Don Kerr has earned our community’s 
trust and proved himself worthy of our support. I 
sincerely hope you will join me in voting for him on 
May 7. 

Anton Stewart
New Paltz

Tim Rogers, Don Kerr and Dennis 
Young are invested in a future for 
our village 

In the upcoming village election, I will be voting 
for Mayor Tim Rogers and trustees Don Kerr and 
Dennis Young. Tim, Don and Dennis are all not only 
friends, but also supporters of our National Historic 
District, and understand the importance of preserv-
ing the integrity of this treasure we have been be-
stowed with. The Historic District, and the linear 
park which has evolved out of it, is without doubt 
the diamond of our beautiful village and the larger 
community. The fi rst place we all bring our out-of-
town visitors is to the Historic District for a walk 
down Huguenot Street, which has become a popular 
tourist attraction for “out of towners” bringing with 
them ongoing business to our local business owners. 

Mayor Rogers was at the forefront of the move-
ment to close a key section of Huguenot Street to 
traffi  c last year in order to halt further damage to the 
stone houses from the constant traffi  c caused by cars 
using Huguenot Street as a bypass route. This was a 
signifi cant help to the preservation of these historic 
buildings. Trustee Dennis Young is the liaison to the 
Historic Preservation Committee and attends those 
meetings regularly. Their voting record speaks to the 
fact that they are invested in a future for our village 
that is the best interest of all, not just the few. 

Anne Elizabeth Quinn
Village of New Paltz

I support Alexandria Wojcik as 
trustee for the Village of New Paltz

I met Alexandria Wojcik in the trenches of these 
past midterm elections where hesitation was kept 
at bay by her incredible determination and commit-
ment to service. Alexandria was our fearless team 
leader. Not your run-of-the-mill community organizer 
but a truly progressive, knowledgeable and critical 
thinker that never arrives at an answer carelessly. Al-
exandria will standout with her resilience to making 
our community better by her vigorous fi ght for justice 
and equality. It is my pleasure to support Alexandria 
Wojcik as trustee for the Village of New Paltz. 

Susanah Lor 
New Paltz 

We are fortunate to have a hard 
worker like Dennis Young in offi  ce

On May 7, I will be voting for Dennis Young be-
cause I know he is committed to making New Paltz 
aff ordable and accessible to all people. One way he 
does this is with his focus on tenants’ rights. The vil-
lage has a strong security deposit law thanks to our 
current board, but when tenants try to bring an ab-
sentee landlord to court to enforce it, they are re-
quired to do so on the landlord’s home court. Den-
nis is working to close this loophole so that tenants 
can hold landlords accountable right here in New 
Paltz. He is also currently working on legislation that 
would penalize landlords for illegal entries. We are 
fortunate to have a hard worker like Dennis in offi  ce 
and I would like to see him continue working for us. 
Please join me in voting for Dennis on May 7. 

Susan Tullin
New Paltz
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I support the re-election of Don Kerr 
and Dennis Young

 Don Kerr and Dennis Young have demonstrated 
themselves to be extremely knowledgeable and ef-
fective village trustees on a whole host of issues 
that are important to the community. Whether it be 
on the environmental and planning fronts or our criti-
cal water and sewer infrastructure needs or helping to 
protect the village’s historic charm while intelligently 
addressing aff ordable housing and density issues, Don 
and Dennis have shown their commitment to achieving 
real and sustainable solutions. That they also have the 
ability to eagerly listen to the community and respect 
diverse opinions while working for solutions makes it 
all the more apparent that both Don and Dennis are 
deserving of re-election to the Village Board. 

Rosemary Saldan-Pawson
Village of New Paltz

Michele Zipp will be a fantastic 
village trustee

Our local elected offi  cials must be caring, cre-
ative and compassionate. They must be diligent and 
dedicated. And they must be reasonable. Michele Zipp 
possesses all of these qualities and more. Michele and 
I worked together on the Village Planning Board. It 
was a pleasure working with her because she is whip-
smart, came to meetings prepared and was ready to 
learn the intricacies of the local planning process. It 
also was quickly evident that she is empathetic, kind, 
thoughtful and engaging. When I heard that Michele 
was running for village trustee, I gave her my support 
immediately. Michele’s positive approach to making 
the world a better place is grounded in her experiences 
and her knowledge that to do so requires listening to 
others, sharing her ideas and developing consensus. In 
my 22 years as a local public servant, I’ve found that 
this approach gets people invested in good ideas, re-
duces confl icts and leads to a better community.

Michele’s signature issues are making New Paltz 

safer, more aff ordable, more sustainable and more 
inclusive. All of her goals align well with the bread 
and butter responsibilities of our Village Board and 
Village government: preparing and overseeing the 
budget, improving our infrastructure, ensuring 
there are safe places for people to live and resolving 
concerns of village residents and visitors.

Michele Zipp will be a fantastic village trustee. 
Please join me in voting for her on Tuesday. May 7.

Michael Zierler
New Paltz

Vote for Don Kerr and Alex Wojcik

I am writing this letter to support Don Kerr in his 
eff ort towards continuation at what is basically a 
part-time job: village trustee.

From my perspective he deserves to be rehired by 
the voters. This is based on my experience as a pri-
vate citizen who volunteers on the village environ-
mental commission/board. However, this is not an 
endorsement from the board, but only from me. 

Don is an active liaison who responds quickly and 
helps connect the people and offi  cials who are con-
cerned. He reminds me of meetings knowing that 
this can sometimes make the diff erence in whether 
or not the board has a quorum. Don also provides 
the community with a show about itself.

He puts local people in the spotlight and makes 
them feel valued for what they do. He keeps a video 
recording of their interview available online.

I don’t always agree with his positions on the resolu-
tion of issues, but what is clear to me is that his eff orts 
are consistent with a shift of the Overton window in 
the direction of more social and environmental jus-
tice. I will confess that I haven’t been to a Village Board 
meeting for several years, but Don’s representation has 
made me feel confi dent enough not to have to.

I am voting for Alex Wojcik because of her persis-
tence and transparency and her dedication to true 
progressive causes (Bernie!). Nowadays, a social me-
dia presence is important for an activist and politi-
cian and I believe Alex has achieved this. As an old-

timer who doesn’t read Facebook posts herself, I get 
to hear about them from my friends who know I’m 
a pair of fresh ears and that I care about the commu-
nity. I think that her struggles with various parasites 
and her proven ability to fundraise to support the 
causes she believes in, combined with her belief in 
environmental and social justice, should well equip 
her to hold political offi  ce.

I have nothing against the other candidates.
Rachel Lagodka

New Paltz

The New Paltz Democratic Women 
endorse Alexandria Wojcik

The New Paltz Democratic Women proudly an-
nounce their endorsement of Alexandria Wojcik 
for New Paltz Village Trustee. Alex has long been 
fi ercely dedicated to public service and the commu-
nity of New Paltz. She has worked with activist orga-
nizations such as NYPIRG, March On Hudson Valley 
and People’s Climate Movement where she organized 
marches, events, canvassing strategies and voter out-
reach. She served as vice-chair on the New Paltz Demo-
cratic Committee. She worked for Dave Clegg and An-
tonio Delgado during their congressional campaigns 
and supported countless other local campaigns. As vil-
lage clerk and assistant to the mayor, she drafted many 
resolutions, local laws and public notices; edited many 
grants; and drafted board communications with agen-
cies on the town, county and state levels. Alex has the 
support of her former boss, Mayor Tim Rogers, who 
has endorsed her candidacy. 

Alex is the only home renter running to sit on a 
fi ve-person representative board. The New Paltz 
Democratic Women feel that Alex possess the quali-
fi cations and experience necessary to represent a 
large portion of village residents that are also home 
renters. Aff ordable housing will be a key part of her 
work at the board table. 

Tricia Bowen, Amy Dooley, Orna Gorosh
Rachel Labare and KT Tobin

New Paltz Democratic Women

DONATE
millbrookpreserve.org

DONATE
newpaltzfire.org

SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL NON PROFITS

Paid For By: Friends of Don Kerr for Trustee
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Michele Zipp for village trustee

Compassionate thinker, forward-thinking ener-
getic community organizer, writer, activist, mover-
and-a-shaker, loving parent, trusted friend, heart-
centered leader!

I met Michele Zipp in the winter of 2017 when 
she and two activist friends started the ReSister-
hood Choir. I was instantly drawn to her vision of 
what community and connection could look like. I 
fi nd her energy and focus compelling, seeing fi rst 
hand how warmly she responds to the needs of the 
community around her. With her commitment to 
advocating for women’s rights and civil liberties, 
her values of inclusivity and fairness, her views on 
bettering the environment and exploring aff ordable 
housing, and most importantly to me the strength 
of her commitment to connecting and talking (and 
listening!) to all members of the village, young and 
old alike, I strongly feel that Michele Zipp is the right 
choice for New Paltz village trustee!

Debbie Lan
New Paltz

Vote for Dennis Young on May 7

I was very excited to see that Dennis Young is run-
ning for re-election; he doesn’t just talk about fi ght-
ing for the environment, he has a proven track re-
cord of defending the planet. I met Dennis almost 
two decade ago, and admire his dedication to envi-
ronmental issues. Before he was even on the Village 
Board, Dennis volunteered on the Environmental 
Policy Board (EPB). During his tenure on the EPB, he 
identifi ed faulty data from Central Hudson and led 
the charge in convincing the previous Village Board 
to not spend $69,000 converting Village Hall to natu-
ral gas. This was essential to walking the talk as our 
state fought to ban fracking, and remains important 
as expanding fracking infrastructure threatens our 
region’s clean air, clean water and public health.

As a trustee, the changes he made to our garbage 
collection process signifi cantly reduced our carbon 
dioxide production, as we no longer have multiple 
trucks patrolling our community and each garbage 
truck produces an average of 166,666 pounds of 
carbon dioxide every year! Conservative estimates 
show a reduction of over one million pounds of car-
bon dioxide will be eliminated annually. The icing 
on the cake is that the entire plan was budget neu-
tral, which means that this environmental gain came 
at no cost to taxpayers! 

If you’ve driven past his house lately, you may have 
noticed that Dennis has joined the solar revolution! 
He invested in solar panels for his home because he 
values clean energy and is willing to put his money 
where his mouth is. Going solar is a wise investment, 
not just for the pocketbook but also for the planet! 

So, on May 7, I advocate for village residents to 
vote for Dennis Young. Elected offi  cials that do more 
than just talk about the environment are worth keep-
ing around!

Jess Mullen
Kingston

Don Kerr asks for your support
on May 7

I enjoy all of our village’s many pizza restaurants. I 
just don’t want to see a future mayor working at one 
to make ends meet. Writing 18 hours after crafting a 
considered and responsible articulation of that sen-
timent at the Village Board table. 

 Deputy Mayor KT Tobin surprised us at the fi rst 
April meeting of the Village Board with the sugges-
tion that we raise the salary for the position of mayor 
by $10,000 to $55,000/year. The current occupant 
of that offi  ce has achieved effi  ciencies and savings 
in far in excess of that increase, and our treasurer 
has ‘blessed’ the action as aff ordable. All of us on the 
village board favor a living wage for this and future 
mayors. But the two-meeting rule that I brought with 
me from the Board of Education precludes voting on 
any issue during the meeting when it is fi rst publicly 
discussed. 

I’m raising this issue as an illustration of the bene-
fi t of experience in service on a municipal board. It is 
a great responsibility to spend other people’s mon-
ey, requiring data and caution. The two-meeting rule 
serves as an important guardrail.

 When the issue was discussed, I: a) pressed for 
data on salary of other mayors and supervisors in the 

Hudson Valley; b) asked for the history of increases 
in salary of village mayors and trustees; c) joined 
Dennis Young in expressing caution -- since we had 
voted, as new trustees, for an earlier increase from 
$35,000 to $45,000. Mayor Rogers expressed his 
support, instead, for creation of a municipal man-
ager position. This issue is not black and white. 

 When it was clear that there may not be three 
votes to pass the proposed salary increase, I made 
a motion to approve the mayor’s salary increase 
for six months. This would allow six monthly joint 
village/town meetings to discuss the concept of a 
shared municipal manager. If the idea is workable, 
the village could re-direct the $10,000 toward fund-
ing that position. 

This is but one example from a single discussion 
at a single meeting. Experienced boards(wo)man-
ship is but one of many reasons that my re-election 
as a village trustee has been earned. Mayor Tim will 
have no need to make pizza in 2019 and our options 
are open. Toward that end, I ask for your support 
on May 7.

 Donald Kerr 
New Paltz

Our Village Board should refl ect the 
women in this community

We have four candidates for two trustee spots. I 
can tell you what it would be like if elected.

I’m a SUNY New Paltz alumna, earning my BA in 
English in 1998. I was music librarian and a punk/
hardcore DJ on WFNP. I wrote for the notorious ‘zine 
Legitimate Beef. After graduating, I moved to NYC 
to work as an editor and writer. In my 20-plus year 
career, I have been the editor-in-chief of Playgirl 
magazine, editorial director for Shecky’s Media, web 
editor for Working Mother, and launched the website 
CafeMom ten years ago (then called CafeMom’s The 
Stir). I’m a contributing writer to Live Earth’s Global 
Warming Survivor’s Guide.

I’m also a wedding offi  ciant, Reiki master and 
Postpartum Doula. The variations in my career came 
after I had my now-nine-year-old twins. I became 
a single mom when my kids were three years old. 
Multi-tasking has always been one of my greatest 
strengths.

I moved back to New Paltz in 2014 to grow roots 
with my kids. In 2017, I co-founded the activist group 
Resisterhood: New Paltz; the next year Resisterhood 
Choir -- we are voices of equality and empowerment.

Leading with love and looking for common ground 
aren’t just words I sing with Choir -- it’s in work I 
do with Resisterhood because I choose to, not in an 
elected or paid capacity. We work to restore dignity 
to women with a yearly Red Tent drive, collecting 
feminine hygiene products. We’ve rallied the com-
munity together after the horrors in Charlottesville, 
hosted a fundraiser for the ACLU; we stand with the 
Black Lives Matter vigil. We created the only District 
19 congressional forum solely focused on issues im-
portant to women.

I’m running for village trustee because I want to 
be a voice of equality and empowerment on the lo-
cal government level. I want to seek ways to increase 
aff ordable housing and decrease the cost of living. I 
want us to be a vibrant and safe community, resilient 
in the face of climate change. Leading with love means 
that every person in our community needs to be heard 
and feel like a valued member of our community. I’ve 
often been called the heart of any given project by my 
colleagues and that would continue as trustee.

Qualifi ed women need to get elected (we have far 
too long been overlooked due to systemic gender 
inequality). I am a woman with a wealth of experi-
ences and a way of being that lend perfectly to being 
a trustee. Women still strive to be the best at what 
we do, despite the fact that we’re often undervalued 
and underpaid. Also fact: The more women at the 
decision-making table, the more there is success.

Women make up more than half of New Paltz and 
representation matters.

Our board should properly refl ect the more than 
half of our residents.

And we have a chance to do just that with two 
intelligent and highly qualifi ed women running for 
trustee -- myself and Alexandria Wojcik.

Vote May .
Michele Zipp

Village of New Paltz 

New playground at Hasbrouck Park

I’m happy to announce that the Village of New 
Paltz has received multiple bids to replace the aging 
playground at Hasbrouck Park this summer! The de-
sign will be similar to the existing playground, but 
with added accessibility features to ensure that all 
children are able to laugh, play and enjoy the space. 
The bids also came in at the exact cost we expect-
ed, positioning us to complete the project without 
borrowing or fundraising any of the funds. This is 
another example of how contractual experience is 
valuable to the village. Whoever is elected to our 
next board will be overseeing the details of our cur-
rent single-hauler agreement, while simultaneously 
working towards the next single-hauler agreement. 
Long-term vision is important, as we need to work 
now to ensure the lowest possible rate for those who 
chose curbside collection. As a business professional, 
I’m involved in high-dollar contractual negotiations 
on a daily basis. Diversity of skills and perspectives is 
important for any team, and contracting skills are valu-
able to taxpayers. In my time in offi  ce, I have written 
two RFP’s that were successful in receiving bids, and 
I hope to deliver another successful RFP to help clear 
snow from our sidewalks in a timely fashion. 

It is not easy being a public offi  cial, especially in 
a small community where just about everyone is a 
friend or neighbor. I have routinely been attacked 
for my beliefs, and in today’s world elected offi  cials 
are on call 24/7 thanks to social media. So why do 
I do it? I am not running for re-election because I 
need a job or a hobby, I am asking you to hand me 
the keys because I am passionate about our commu-
nity and the people who live here. My party name is 
Community First because I believe that when people 
put the community before themselves, it is for every-
one’s benefi t. Thank you for putting me at the table, 
I hope that I have earned your vote these past four 
years. Please vote for me on May 7 so that I may con-
tinue to work for our beautiful community. 

Dennis Young
Village of New Paltz

Vote for Alexandria Wojcik
and Michele Zipp On May 7

The New Paltz Board of Trustees needs more 
women of intelligence, energy and experience who 
will propel the village into a future of stability and in-
novation. On May 7, voters need look no further than 
candidates Alexandria Wojcik and Michele Zipp.

Throughout her years as a SUNY student, village 
citizen and public servant, Alex has been a tireless 
activist for the environment, tenants’ rights, and 
a host of other issues critical to the welfare of the 
people of New Paltz. Her choice to name her party 
“D.I.Y.” and run a grass roots campaign powered by 
people rather than money says volumes about Alex 
-- a woman of spunk, creativity and genuine dedica-
tion to public service.

Michele is a writer, editor, parent and local activ-
ist who truly understands the meaning of the adage, 
“think globally, act locally.” In her role as a leader 
of Resisterhood and Resisterhood Choir, she hears 
and acts on the concerns of local citizens across the 
generations. Michele’s key concerns include the en-
vironment and aff ordable housing. Her choice to 
name her party “Community Empowerment” is, in 
itself, a strong statement of her political philosophy. 
Michele has the energy, brainpower and humanity 
that will make her a fantastic trustee. New Paltz vot-
ers have two excellent women on their May 7 ballot 
-- Alexandria Wojcik and Michele Zipp. 

Sarah Gardner 
on behalf of March On Hudson Valley

We support Michele Zipp in her run 
for village trustee 

We want to showcase some of the inspiring ac-
complishments of our co-founder Michele Zipp, who 
we wholeheartedly support in her run for village 
trustee. In 2017, Michele created a Facebook group 
she named Resisterhood and added women she ad-
mired, who were strong, smart activists in our com-
munity. She wanted to create change on the local 
level -- that Facebook group became an activist orga-
nization to eff ect change in our community. With Re-
sisterhood, Michele has heralded several successful 
actions -- using her 20-plus years of skills as a career 
writer, editor and project manager including:
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• The yearly Red Tent Drive that has collected over 
9,000 feminine hygiene products to date for women 
in our community.

• The District 19 Congressional Forum with the fo-
cus on issues that are important to women, where 
Michele was the opening and closing speaker.

• The After MeToo Forum, which Michele was also 
the opening and closing speaker, sharing statistics 
and introducing the trauma therapists she worked 
with to attend and share knowledge.

• Hosting the Art Auction fundraiser where all 
monies raised went to the ACLU. 

• The current Zero Plastic Challenge to share tips 
with our community on ways to reduce plastic us-
age.

• The creation of a Reusable Bag Exchange within 
our community, in conjunction with the plastic bag 
ban, in order to off er bags to people who fi nd it cost 
prohibitive to purchase bags or forget to bring their 
own. 

• Hosting a phone banking learning session with 
the guide and help of fellow candidate for trustee, 
Alex Wojcik -- when Alex was working for Antonio 
Delgado’s campaign.

• Created an Experience the Power of Women 
event, which showcased the incredible talents of 
women through art, words and song, and to cel-
ebrate all women who contribute to society and how 
women empower us all.

While planning for the After MeToo Forum and 
thinking about the idea to incorporate song to end 
the event on a positive note, Michele, who is always 
ready to do more, suggested the idea of singing to-
gether. Resisterhood Choir was born in 2018, which 
has grown to an impressive 35+ member, free, multi-
generational choir that sings songs of empowerment 
and equality, and supports Resisterhood’s actions. It 
has given voice to many in our community.

Michele is a woman with a wealth of experience 
and concern for all the members of our community, 
and she has a record of doing volunteer work for 
our community because she wants to make positive 
changes -- and she has done so because she truly 
cares. She leads with heart and love. Working with 
her and seeing her leadership has inspired us all to 
seek more ways to better our community. Our com-
munity would be a better place with Michele Zipp as 
trustee. 

Ronnie Yastion, Sue Son
Suger Rowinski, Maya Eyler

Co-founders of Resisterhood: New Paltz

In support of Alexandria Wojcik and 
Michele Zipp for New Paltz Village 
Trustee

I am writing this letter in support of Alexandria 
Wojcik and Michele Zipp for New Paltz Village Trust-
ee. A village trustee is an elected local government 
offi  cial who, as part of a fi ve-member decision-mak-
ing body, ensures all areas of their municipality is 

being cared for and maintained. They make certain 
that all areas of the village are provided fi re and 
building safety protection, and that the water and 
sewer infrastructure, as well as roads are maintained 
and improved. Annually, they establish a village bud-
get and the tax levy. 

Alex and Michele possess the skills and abilities 
that are critical to serving as a village trustee. Both 
have English degrees from SUNY New Paltz. With 
love and compassion, they have bravely stepped up 
to challenge narratives and policies that negatively 
impact members of our community, through their 
extensive activism work. Alex has rented for the last 
15 years. Michele, before transitioning to owning a 
modest townhouse, has rented for four years as a 
student and seven years with her family. Both Alex 
and Michele understand fi rsthand the need for af-
fordable housing and tenant protections.

Last year, Alex was a fi eld organizer for both Anto-
nio Delgado’s and David Clegg’s congressional cam-
paigns where she recruited, trained and mobilized 
over 1,300 volunteers. Prior to that she worked for 
two years as assistant to the mayor and board of 
trustees. She drafted and revised new policies and 
resolutions. She clerked Village Board meetings, cre-
ated agendas and recorded minutes. Alex has exten-
sive experience at the board table and knows what it 
takes to be a trustee.

Michele worked for fi ve years as editor-in-chief 
of Playgirl. She revamped the lifestyle magazine to 
include more articles and informative content on 
culture and travel to transform the publication while 
managing a yearly budget of over a quarter-of-a-mil-
lion dollars. Following that, she was a senior editor 
at Cafemom.com, where she is currently a writer. Mi-
chele possesses the skills and knowledge needed to 
profi ciently represent our village. 

Seven-in-ten homes in our village are rentals, yet 
the current board consists of fi ve homeowners and 
at least one landlord. There are no renters at the 
Village Board table. Electing Alex, who is a current 
renter and Michele, who has rented for eleven years, 
fi lls the board with a variety of representation that 
village residents are lacking and deserve. Village 
trustee is not a lifetime job. It is a public service job 
that should be continuously infused with new eyes, 
new energy and new perspectives. Alex and Michele 
could not be more diff erent from the incumbents, 
but they are in no way less capable of performing the 
work of a village trustee. 

Tricia Bowen
New Paltz

Please vote for Alex Wojcik
and Michele Zipp on May 7

On Tuesday, May 7, voters have a chance to af-
fi rm their continued support for Mayor Tim Rogers 
and to change the composition of the Village Board 
by electing Alexandria Wojcik and Michele Zipp. 
I’m supporting Tim, Alexandria and Michele, and I 

strongly encourage village voters to vote for them as 
well.

Mayor Rogers has done a tremendous job not rais-
ing taxes for the last four years in a row while still 
maintaining and improving services. He has saved 
us money by securing several millions in grants and 
fi nancial support from the NYC DEP for water and 
sewer infrastructure. Tim also works diligently to 
reduce costs, exemplifi ed by the reduction in the 
non-revenue water in our system (that is, leaks) from 
46% to 22% from 2014 to 2018, saving us hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. All this while securing the 
future of our water supply by drilling wells on our 
water treatment plant’s property on Mountain Rest 
Road, establishing and protecting the Mill Brook Pre-
serve, wholeheartedly supporting our fi re and build-
ing departments in their eff orts to provide a safe 
community, and his many eff orts to create a green 
and sustainable New Paltz. 

As the leader of our community and the Village 
Board, Tim’s choice for trustees this election are 
Alex Wojcik and Michele Zipp, and I share his enthu-
siastic support for these two very talented women. 
They may be newcomers to electoral politics, but 
they certainly are familiar faces for many of us who 
pay attention to the folks who regularly contribute 
to our community. Both are progressive women who 
know how to organize, collaborate and be successful 
agents of change in systems that are often resistant 
and diffi  cult to change. Alex is a former village clerk, 
so Tim has a clear view of her work ethic and about 
what she can deliver, and his endorsement speaks 
volumes about his recognition that she would be an 
excellent village trustee. Through her work with Re-
sisterhood, Michele has demonstrated that she has 
the values and commitment to hard work and that 
she knows how to get concrete results that make our 
world and New Paltz a better place. 

Please join myself and Mayor Rogers in voting for 
Wojcik and Zipp next week at the fi rehouse, 25 Plat-
tekill Avenue, from noon to 9 p.m. 

Theresa Fall
Village of New Paltz 

Michele Zipp is the right choice
for village trustee

I am writing to strongly recommend Michele Zipp 
for the position of village trustee. In the short time 
I’ve known her, I have seen her intelligence, her abil-
ity to work with people in a genuinely respectful but 
competent manner, her positive attitude and her 
true concern for people and the planet. She is a team 
player who will also bring her combination of youth-
ful energy and a maturity that will be a benefi cial as-
set to the successful working of the next New Paltz 
Village Board. So, vote for Michele -- she’s defi nitely 
the right choice!

Amy Kletter
New Paltz

RE-ELECT DENNIS YOUNG
for Village Trustee

Dear Neighbor,

I’ve worked hard these past four years, putting my business skills to work for this beautiful community 

with a focus on reducing the cost of living for residents.

Going forward, smart growth is the key to maintaining our charm without creating additional burdens 

for our taxpayers. I want to work to ensure that developers pay their fair share for projects that will 

burden our community, not residents!

I am running for re-election because I am passionate about protecting our historic Village. Help me 

fight to protect the charm of our historic community, while fighting to ensure it is affordable, open and 

accessible to all.

Sincerely, 

Dennis Young

Vote Young on May 7th
A demonstrated commitment to preserving our community

•    Dennis spearheaded the single hauler 

initiative, reducing prices for residents 

without raising taxes a cent! The 

optional plan also greatly reduces the 

number of garbage trucks impacting our 

air quality and our roads!

•    Rather than blindly giving away our 

density to developers, Dennis is designing 

an overlay zone to help leverage that 

density to encourage greener building 
design, more affordable housing units 

and money for our infrastructure needs.

•    Dennis has the skills to help save 
taxpayers money. During his term, he 

has written 3 RFP’s, 2 grant applications 

and even designed promotional 

materials as needed!

nity

ional 

Paid Advertisement
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I reinforce my endorsement of Alex 
Wojcik for village trustee 

I would like to address some issues brought up 
during the village trustee campaigns. There have 
been accusations of non-involvement in community 
and civic life. Targeted and specifi c accusation such 
as not serving on particular committees that some-
one did not serve on or local government meetings 
they had not been attending. Possibly for a long time 
that person may have been, let’s say, clerking those 
meetings. Or maybe it is because they were busy 
pounding the pavement on successful campaigns 
which is tiresome and absorbing work. You cannot 
cherry pick a few things a person hasn’t done and 
then ignore their myriad accomplishments and ser-
vice to this community. 

There is an issue that I have noticed people like 
to dance around in this town and that is the issue 
of class. Tenants rights is one of the glaring issues 
revolving around class in this area. Specifi cally, who 
owns property and who doesn’t and why.

When you try to discredit a tenant’s concern about 
tenants rights by comparing them to an established 
homeowner, expressing how hard they have worked 
for their house, you are implying that the tenant 
“just needs to work harder” that they could aff ord 
a home “if they just worked hard enough.” We need 
to acknowledge this is a classist concept; econom-
ics, especially the current economy, is far more com-
plex than that. This concept ignores all of the other 
factors that lend context to why someone can work 
very hard for decades and still not be able to aff ord 
a home.

So you can’t compare someone who has had 
trouble dealing with problem landlords with some-
one who owns a home who was a tenant once, long 
ago, in a diff erent economy, where perhaps among 
other diff erences higher education cost signifi cantly 
less and student debt had not yet risen about credit 
card debt and car loans. Comparing a person who 
can’t aff ord to be a homeowner at a fairly young age, 
someone who let’s say is paying for that homeown-

er’s social security out of their paychecks while that 
tenant will not likely see any social security when 
they retire and if they receive any, it will not be what 
they are entitled to, relevant to what they paid into 
it.

Another issue being discussed is the noise ordi-
nance. I have been through at least three of these 
noise ordinance community dialogues in the almost 
20 years I have lived here. Why can’t we even learn 
from local recent history? Every time the same things 
happen -- students feel targeted, young people who 
were born and raised in New Paltz feel targeted, the 
people who are often leading the charge (who often 
do not have young children themselves but always 
use the “silent majority’s” children as their props) 
accuse people about not caring about families -- and 
then after the dust settles, nothing changes. The 
truth is we have an adequate noise ordinance and 
none of the proposed changes are ever realistic and 
they are always targeting a specifi c demographics.

One of the last times the noise ordinance was 
brought up one of the proposed noise ordinances 
loudest advocates, told me, while I was making $8 an 
hour at Earth Goods health food store that used to 
be on Main Street, that she wanted to see less rentals 
and more property owners in New Paltz. This is code 
for we want less poor folks and more people who 
can aff ord to own their homes. Well, I ask you, these 
homeowners of New Paltz who complain about too 
many rental properties, who is going to make you 
your fancy latte? Who is going to ring you up at your 
favorite local gift shop? Who is going to serve you at 
your favorite local restaurant? Because guess what 
folks? None of them can aff ord to own their own 
homes. Trust me, you don’t tip well enough for that.

I reinforce my endorsement of Alex Wojcik for vil-
lage trustee. 

Amanda Sisenstein
New Paltz

Reelect Don Kerr as village trustee

I am writing this letter in support of the reelection 
of Don Kerr to village trustee. I have considered Don 
a friend for several years and he has always shown 
himself to be one of the most dedicated and com-
passionate public offi  cials I have ever crossed paths 
with. When Don was school board president, I was 
a member of the high school’s Athletic Association 
and at that time, Don was making a point of attend-
ing at least one competition for each of the school’s 
diff erent teams for every season. He felt that in his 
role he would do all he could to understand what the 
student-athletes’ experience was like.

As a village trustee, he demonstrates his commit-
ment to his constituents and those in the town by 
supporting initiatives that will help the environment 
and continue to keep New Paltz a desirable place to 
live and do business. If you know Don, you know 
that beneath that easy-going demeanor is someone 
who will fi ercely champion the rights of the margin-
alized, who will fi ght for what’s right in the commu-
nity and who will do all he can to leave the world a 
better place. Even in his professional life, his quest 
to bring potable water to people all over the world 
is such a noble calling. Don “gets it.” He knows 
that the countless hours of behind-the-scenes work 
sometimes results in good legislation and ordinanc-
es getting agreed upon and sometimes things don’t 
get resolved, but he doesn’t shy away from the hard 
work, the commitment and the intestinal fortitude it 
takes to get the job done. Help him get the job done 
-- reelect Don Kerr as village trustee.

 Ed Mannix
New Paltz

Michele Zipp and Alex Wojcik are 
more than just women

Michele Zipp and Alex Wojcik are more than just 
women who are running for village trustee. I am 
voting for Michele Zipp because of her intelligence 

During my nine years of owning a house on 
a private dirt road in Rosendale, I have paid a total 
of $3,500 to fi ll potholes. The fi rst time I fi xed the 
road, two of the ten households on Riverview Drive 
each contributed $200. The second, third and fourth 
times, no one contributed. 

Riverview Drive lacks a maintenance agreement or 
a homeowners association to fi nance repairs. That’s 
because it was built before 1995, when Rosendale 
began mandating that all private roads have such an 
agreement. 

The lack of a maintenance agreement can mean 
one or two homeowners bear the brunt of fi xing the 
road. Like Riverview Drive, most of Rosendale’s 44 
private roads were built decades ago and are dirt or 
gravel, meaning they require at least yearly mainte-
nance. But because they lack an agreement, some of 
these roads aren’t being maintained at all.

Chris Marks is a longtime resident of another pri-
vate Rosendale road, Martins Lane. “I’ve been in 
that position for 25 years,” he said, of paying for re-
pairs solo. “The reason our road is so bad now is the 
last fi ve years, I said, ‘I’m done,’ and nobody else 
does it.” 

He added, “Now I’m disabled, so I can’t aff ord to 
do it.” 

The issue aff ects all Hudson Valley towns, accord-
ing to Stefan Bolz, an associate real estate broker 
with Berkshire Hathaway, but is more common in ru-
ral areas with older roads. And the impact stretches 
beyond those homeowners unlucky enough to end 
up shouldering the road-repair burden. 

“Most banks require a road-maintenance agree-
ment for a mortgage, and obtaining one can be chal-
lenging, depending on how many neighbors are in-

Point of view

Beware the private-road surcharge

volved,” Bolz said. 
Sometimes obtaining one is impossible, and unless 

the buyer can pay in cash, the deal may fall through. 
Nicky Goin and her three children had lived on Riv-
erview Drive since 2012, but last year, after a split 
from her husband, who owned their home, KeyBank 
denied her fi nancing when a title search revealed 
the lack of a road-maintenance agreement. She was 
forced to uproot her three children and move. 

“I feel all private roads should have an agreement 
in place, and I would never in a million years live 

on one without one again,” said Goin, who ended 
up buying a house in New Paltz on a public road. “I 
went through a six-month process to purchase the 
house, which was snatched away days before closing 
due to this factor. It was absolutely awful.” 

Even when fi nancing isn’t a problem, houses on 
roads without maintenance agreements are more 
diffi  cult to sell because prospective buyers don’t 
want to deal with the hassle of fi guring out how the 
road will get repaired and who will pay for it. All of 
this can aff ect a town’s performance in the real es-
tate market. 

“It’s ‘buyer beware’ in some instances,” said Den-
nis Doyle, director of Ulster County’s Planning De-
partment. “The remedy is to change the status of the 
road to make it a town road, and there may be some 
objection to that.” 

Rosendale Highway Department Superintendent 
Robert Gallagher said the town won’t take over Riv-
erview Drive because “it’s too much work for us to 
keep it maintained.” It’s too much work – and too 
much money -- for me, too. 

The Rosendale Town Board told me to either work 
out the issue with my neighbors or consult an attorney. 

When shopping for homes, I was seduced by the 
location of mine, which overlooks the Wallkill River 
and provides an ever-shifting view of the glories of 
nature and a great kayak launch pad. The house also 
came with the low price tag and low taxes character-
istic of Rosendale real estate. 

What I didn’t count on was the private-road sur-
charge I would be paying year after year, which the 
town apparently doesn’t consider a serious issue.

Karen Angel
Rosendale

Riverview Drive is a patchwork of potholes.
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and thoughtfulness. I am voting for Michele Zipp be-
cause she actively works every day toward inclusion, 
environmental awareness and creating commu-
nity. Through direct experience, Michele Zipp rec-
ognizes the needs of parents and renters but more 
importantly is always looking to hear and respond 
to the diverse needs in our village. I am voting for 
Alex Wojcik because of her experience and creativ-
ity. I am voting for Alex Wojcik because she works 
every day as an organizer and person who contrib-
utes to change. Her experience working with elected 
offi  cials from the village to New York State, on our 
campus and in our communities gives her a unique 
perspective to respond to the diverse needs in our 
village. 

Eve Walter
Village of New Paltz 

Join me in voting for Dennis Young 
as village trustee

A few months back, I wrote a letter to the com-
munity asking to support Dennis Young’s re-election 
campaign and we were not disappointed with the 
response! Thank you to all who have written to ex-
press their support, it has been great motivation for 
us both as we’ve worked through the community 
trying to reach as many neighbors as possible. That 
same letter also mentioned how Dennis reached 
out to all of the other candidates and brokered a 
commitment to no plastic lawn signs for this elec-
tion. Doesn’t New Paltz look so much better without 
a myriad of plastic signs blocking the view? This is 
what progressive leadership looks like! Being able 
to broker a deal with three opponents isn’t an easy 
task, this speaks volumes about who Dennis is and 
how eff ective he can be. Dennis represents so much 
of what New Paltz stands for, and he truly is passion-
ate about the work he does to preserve and improve 
it. His commitment to the environment is steadfast, 
as is his focus on keeping New Paltz as aff ordable 
and accessible as possible. Thanks again to all those 
who have supported us these past four years, please 
join me in voting for Dennis on May 7!

Jessica Young
New Paltz

Thanks to the Village of New Paltz

I am writing to thank the Village of New Paltz for 
continuing to support Hudson Valley March and Fes-
tival held each year as we march down Main Street 
and end in Hasbrouck Park. In 2004, then New Paltz 
Mayor Jason West performed over a dozen same 
sex marriages when it was not legal to do so. That 
propelled a group of LGBTQ individuals to start the 
Hudson Valley LGBTQ Center. Since that fi rst year 
we have always been welcomed by everyone in New 
Paltz. Although certain community members want-
ed us to move the march and festival closer to the 
center, we are steadfast in our commitment to New 
Paltz. 

Last year, as an added bonus, Don Kerr, village 
trustee, approached me and said he wanted to paint 
the crosswalks at the end of the march by Hasbrouck 
Park. Together we worked with the Village Board 
of New Paltz and Town Council member Dan Tor-
res to make that happen. And happen it did! They 
were beautiful. This year, through Don’s leadership, 
we will be repainting the crosswalks in preparation 
for the Pride March and Festival on Sunday, June 2 at 
noon. For more information, go to www.lgbtqcenter.
org/pride. On behalf of all of us at the Center, Thank 
you Village of New Paltz!

Jeff  Rindler, Executive Director
Hudson Valley LGBTQ Community Center

The lure of big money

The rationale for further increasing the mayor’s 
salary, that this will make the position accessible 
for more people, is a specious rationale. Remember 
that at one public hearing on the issue, a local pro-
fessional had stated that even if the mayor’s salary 
was raised to $60,000, it still would not be worth 
it to give up his day job and be mayor. Making the 
mayor position more accessible, particularly to qual-
ifi ed professionals such as accountants, engineers or 
attorneys, there is a way to accomplish that, if this 
stated rationale is the actual motivation behind the 
salary increase.

When a municipality has a professional municipal 

administrator to oversee basic duties such as super-
vising employees, overseeing the functioning of the 
departments, attending daytime meetings such as 
the Ulster County Supervisors and Mayors and the 
Ulster County Transportation Council, researching 
and administering grants etc., that reduces the may-
or’s job to a very part-time position. When the bulk 
of the day-to-day business of the village is managed 
by the administrator, as directed by the mayor and 
the board of trustees, other professionals, who are 
village residents, would then be able to manage the 
commitment of being mayor, without having to give 
up their career.

Having a professional municipal administra-
tor would provide consistent management across 
changing administrations. The way things are now it 
is not unusual for important matters to fall through 
the cracks when administrations change.

As noted previously, in the Village of Ellenville, 
population 5,520, the mayor’s salary is $3,400 and 
the village manager’s salary is $48,000. In the Vil-
lage of Saugerties, population 19,200, the mayor’s 
salary is $10,000 and there is no professional village 
administrator. 

With the mayor’s position being part time, then 
the salary would be equal to or marginally above 
that of the trustees. Under those circumstances, the 
primary motivation for mayoral candidates would 
be community service rather than the lure of an in-
fl ated salary.

Terry Dungan
Village of New Paltz

Support for Alexandria Wojcik

Alexandria acts as a guide into eff ective, engag-
ing participation within local government — and 
also demystifi es how to engage at the national level. 
The range and longevity of her work has impacted a 
generation and, without a doubt, another to come. 
When a generation steps into the scope of its iden-
tity, what happens is the ability of its members to 
unify over the common thread that holds the scope 
together. This refl ects a generation that is willing to 
care for itself. If we are to ensure that our communi-
ties are cared for, it starts with the guides that can 
introduce a community to itself. From the NYPIRG 
offi  ce to Congress, Alexandria Wojcik has devoted 
her time and attention to unite people with partici-
pation.

Tess Cooper
Clintondale

Alex Wojcik will serve the village 
with intelligence, integrity and grit

I am endorsing Alex Wojcik for village trustee. I 
met Alex when I volunteered for Antonio Delgado’s 
2018 congressional campaign and she was organiz-
ing volunteers in New Paltz. She assigned me to di-
rect the New Paltz staging location for our get-out-
the-vote eff orts. Alex taught us directors how to lead 
a large, multi-part operation and organize and train 
volunteers. We felt prepared for the task, because of 
Alex. She gave us the confi dence and skills to run the 
locations. 

Alex’s tireless work ethic, endless positivity and 
ability to inspire people are extremely impressive. 
She is knowledgeable, capable and fi rst and fore-
most, passionate about New Paltz and its communi-
ty. I know she will serve the Village with intelligence, 
integrity and grit.

Sharon Lindenfeld 
New Paltz

Fill in that bubble on the ballot
for Alex Wojcik and Michele Zipp

Alexandria Wojcik and Michele Zipp are the right 
choices for New Paltz Village Trustee. 

I fi rst heard of Alex Wojcik when she started work-
ing for Mayor Tim Rogers. He mentioned to me how 
great she was and that it was really helpful having 
her work at the village supporting the mayor and the 
board. I started to pay attention and continued to 
hear good things from others as well. Shortly after, 
I joined the New Paltz Democratic Committee and 
had the opportunity to get to know Alex myself. I 
learned fi rst-hand that she is smart, experienced, 
has great leadership skills, is dedicated to the proj-
ects she takes on and always sees them through to 
fruition. I also learned that she has a deep love for 

our New Paltz community. I am confi dent that Alex 
will work hard and smart for the issues that face the 
Village of New Paltz because she has already been 
doing that and will continue to do so as an elected 
member of the board. The board needs more diverse 
voices and Alex’s is an important voice to have at the 
table: she is younger than the other trustees, she 
rents her home and she and Michele Zipp will add 
female voices to a board of mostly men. 

Michele Zipp has lived in the village for over a de-
cade. She is a fi erce activist with many leadership 
qualities. She spends much of her time volunteer-
ing, spearheading and organizing -- all qualities im-
portant to have in a village trustee. She is a single 
mother of two and understands the roadblocks that 
women with children face in trying to be engaged 
in politics. These roadblocks get in the way of hav-
ing representation in government that really speaks 
for us all. I’m thrilled that she is acknowledging this 
problem and seeking solutions to remedy it by ex-
ploring ideas like child care at board meetings. I also 
appreciate and value her experience of managing 
large budgets and steering conversations about con-
tentious issues; these are excellent skills that she will 
bring to the job.

Both Alex and Michele care about climate change 
and environmental issues, the cost of living and 
aff ordable housing, increasing engagement and 
awareness, and representing the varied voices in the 
Village of New Paltz. I urge you to fi ll in that bubble 
on the ballot for Alex and Michele on May 7.

Amy Dooley 
New Paltz

Vote for Alex Wojcik

Please join me in voting for Alex Wojcik for vil-
lage trustee on May 7. I have not known Alex as long 
as many of the people who have vouched for her 
have, but in that time she has always had New Paltz 
as her fi rst priority. Whether in her position as vil-
lage clerk/assistant to Mayor Tim, campaigning for 
great candidates who now represent us and mak-
ing sure the New Paltz vote is heard, or advocating 
for a greener New Paltz that is safer for women and 
femmes, she has always shown that she is ready and 
willing to put in the work for this community. I am 
a lifelong resident of New Paltz and she is constantly 
teaching me new things about the town and village 
governments, because she knows them both down to 
the last detail. She has the deep knowledge, leadership 
and organizing capacity to create real positive change 
in the village, while balancing fi scal responsibility and 
a true willingness to listen and learn from other voices. 
Make sure to vote for the DIY Party and Alex Wojcik 
on May 7! 

Rachel Labare
New Paltz

New Paltz deserves better than 
status quo

Let’s be honest: “best practices” -- including voting 
for incumbents as we tend to -- is at the heart of every 
problem that can be solved at the Village Board table. 
Leaning-on the status quo shuts people out of the po-
litical process, and New Paltz deserves better than that. 
But, New Paltz also deserves local representatives who 
already understand the nuts and bolts of all local op-
erations, and more could certainly get done within a 
four-year term if someone without a learning-curve 
were elected. If you feel inclined to vote for either (or 
both) of the incumbents for these reasons, I urge you 
to consider me, as I was the assistant to the mayor and 
Village Board during the majority of their tenure.

Behind every local law, policy and great idea put 
forth by a local elected offi  cial, there is an assistant or a 
deputy clerk who was responsible for the research and 
the actual drafting of that proposal. Behind every vote 
made by local elected offi  cials, there is a public servant 
who did all the legwork to make sure those votes would 
be legal, and who does all the follow-through to ensure 
the results are recorded and enacted as such.

The Landlord-Tenant Relations Council that Trustee 
Young has made a part of his platform only made it 
onto a board agenda (and subsequently revived from 
nonexistence) because I added it to the agenda, with 
Mayor Rogers’ enthusiastic agreement. Handicapped 
parking was improved because I drafted the updated 
legislation alongside the mayor, a project that was 
inspired by Trustee Kerr’s ongoing advocacy for one 
household, but went far above and beyond Trustee 
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Kerr’s words (not actions) on the matter.
I could go on and on with examples that the two 

incumbents stump on as their greatest achievements, 
but the thing with a woman with a lifetime of public 
service is a tendency towards humility, so I’ll take most 
of my concrete achievements to the grave, but in the 
meantime: if you want someone with the skills, experi-
ence and proven track record of doing the right thing 
with the heart of New Paltz always at the center, that’s 
me; if you want someone with the qualifi cations you 
see in an incumbent: that’s me; if you want a “breath 
of fresh air,” some new perspective, a voice for future 
generations: that’s also me. I’m better than an incum-
bent and yet still new.

Thank you all in advance for your support in the vot-

ing booth on May 7.
Alexandria “Alex” Wojcik, Candidate

New Paltz Village Trustee

Alexandria Wojcik is the best person 
for the job

As I’m sure you know, Alexandria Wojcik is run-
ning as a challenger for New Paltz Village Trustee. I’ve 
known Alex as a friend for many years now, and I be-
lieve she is more than qualifi ed for the position. 

I fi rst met Alex in the summer of 2012 when I can-
vassed for NYPIRG during their anti-fracking cam-
paign. I remember Alex as an eff ective organizer who 
always made sure people and resources went where 

they needed to go to be most eff ective. Perhaps more 
important than her technical skill as an organizer was 
her ability to connect with people and make them feel 
welcome. She was always very good at keeping morale 
up amongst the canvassers and made our workdays 
fun.

I’ve always known Alex to be a dedicated and sin-
cere champion of progressive causes. She has the ex-
perience, skill, personality and most importantly, good 
politics, all of which make her the best person for the 
job.

Dante Montella
New Paltz

I urge you to vote on May 7
for Rogers, Wojcik and Zipp 

I write to energetically endorse Alexandria Wojcik 
and Michele Zipp for the two open seats on the New 
Paltz Village Board. They bring a vast array of experi-
ence, book smarts and practical sensibilities paired 
with genuine interest in truly improving their commu-
nities -- all vital qualities for a local elected leader. They 
are both graduates of SUNY New Paltz who stayed here 
to put down roots and have a long history of civic engage-
ment and volunteerism. It’s clear they love our village.

They not only work hard, they work smart. I have 
seen them identify problems and execute solutions 
by taking the requisite actions to create real change. 
Whether it’s increasing awareness of the struggles of 
the voices in our world that rarely get attention, or help-
ing get food on empty tables, or providing something 
as seemingly simple as menstrual products for girls 
and women who cannot aff ord them, these women 
don’t just talk -- they do the work and the organizing to 
make interventions that concretely improve lives. We 
need their perspectives and skills on our Village Board. 

Alex already has deep experience with getting work 
done at the Village Board table, as she clerked for May-
or Rogers and the board, and therefore will have zero 
learning curve when it comes to the nuts and bolts of 
village trustee work. Michele’s broad resume, which in-
cludes managing multi-million dollar budgets as well as 
navigating and leading conversations about controver-
sial issues with the press and the public, is a fantastic 
fi t for local elected leadership. I’m so excited to have 
someone with Michele’s communication skills on the 
board -- as she has said, all of her work has included 
“listening and then delivering.” I expect Alex and Mi-
chele will deliver great things for our community, as 
they have already proven how well they can.

 I urge you to vote on May 7 for Rogers, Wojcik and 
Zipp, next Tuesday, noon to 9 p.m. at the fi rehouse.

 Alex Webb
Village of New Paltz

Hearing the voices
of Muslim women

 A very special event will take place on Saturday, May 
4 from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation on Sawkill Road in Kingston.

In the wake of the New Zealand massacre of 50 Mus-
lims by a white supremacist om March 15, the need to 
understand and combat the roots of islamophobia has 
never been greater. 

Four remarkable Muslim women will speak about 
their personal experiences living with islamophobia in 
the United States. Here is an opportunity to increase 
our understanding of what it is like to live as the “oth-
er,” to be feared and marginalized. 

Moderator, Susan Smith has been engaged in peace 
and social justice work internationally, as well as in 
the Hudson Valley with the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion, Muslim Peace Fellowship and the Community 
of Living Traditions at Stony Point Center. Executive 
Director of the African Life Center, Ramatu Ahmed is 
a nationally recognized champion of immigrant and 
women’s rights. Jabin Ahmed is Muslim Youth Coordi-
nator in Hudson, where she uses her life experiences 
to create social and political change. Ahed Festuk an 
activist from Aleppo, Syria, lived in the city’s rebel held 
side until November 2015 before seeking asylum in the 
United States. She currently works for the Multi-Faith 
Alliance for Syrian Refugees in NYC.

We hope you will join us and give yourself an op-
portunity to hear the personal experiences and his-
tories of these four Muslim women living in our re-
gion. This event is being coordinated by JVP Hudson 
Valley chapter.

Nancy Abrams
Woodstock 

Laura Dyer 
Long time New Paltz resident, Laura Dyer, age 100, died at her home at Woodland 
Pond on April 27th of natural causes.

Laura was born on September 5th, 1918 in Westtown, NY to Lewis Clark and Anna 
Martha Bosler.  She was raised on the family farm in Sussex, NJ and graduated from 
Sussex High School.  In 1939 she married Walter C. Dyer and in 1943 they moved 
to New Paltz.

She was a full-time homemaker until 1960 when she began working at Lane-Sar-
gent’s 5 and 10 cents store.  From 1965 to 1979 she was the attendance secretary for 
the New Paltz Central School District.  In addition to her daily attendance work, 
she visited many homes in the New Paltz and Gardiner areas completing the school 
district’s census.  For many families new to the area, she was one of the first people 
they met.

Laura was a dedicated wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother.  She en-
joyed gardening and before moving to Woodland Pond, had a lawn and gardens 
that were admired by many.  She was a member of the New Paltz United Method-
ist Church, the New Paltz Study Club and the New Paltz-Gardiner Senior Citizens 
Club.  Although often appearing reserved, her kindness, sense of humor and wit 
endeared her to many.  

Her husband, Walter, died in 1986, her parents, her beloved sister, Minnie, and her friend and companion, Nick Gusitsch, preceded her in 
death.  She is survived by her children; Walter (Arlene) Dyer of Marlboro and Linda (Michael) Dyer Smith of Anchorage, AK; 5 grandchil-
dren, David Dyer, Susie Noe, Beth Anne Phillips, Jessica McArt and Sean Smith and 7 (soon to be 8) great-grandchildren.

Friends may call on Saturday, May 11th from 1:30-2:30 p.m. at Copeland Funeral Home, 162 South Corners Putt Road, New Paltz.  Pastor 
Jennifer Berry will officiate funeral services beginning at 2:30 p.m. at the funeral home. This will be followed by interment next to her hus-
band, in the New Paltz Rural Cemetery, Plains Road, New Paltz.

The family would like to thank all those who loved and cared for Laura at Woodland Pond as well as her very special and loving friends, 
Kristina Savosh and Chris DeLape, as well as the community at Woodcrest Bruderhof in Rifton. Wherever she went she was greeted warmly 
by friends - a tribute to a life well lived.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that donations in Laura’s name be made to the United Methodist Church, 1 Grove Street, New Paltz, 
New York 12561.

Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements. 

Online condolences for the family of Laura may be made by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com

IRENE HAINES MARTIN 
Irene Haines Martin, 98, of Marietta, Georgia, died peacefully at home 
on April 5, 2019. She was born in Kirby, Pennsylvania, on October 26, 
1920, to Ida M. (Johnson) and Ira D. Haines. She was the second of six 
children, all of whom are deceased. 

Irene met her future husband, Donald B. Martin, when both were stu-
dents at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, where she stud-
ied sociology. They married in 1948 and were together for 57 years until 
Don’s death in 2005. In 1955, the family moved to New Paltz, New York, 
where her husband accepted a position with IBM. 

For over 20 years, Irene was employed as Director of the Haviland-Heidg-
erd Historical Collection at the Elting Memorial Library in New Paltz. 
She was always involved with activities at the Reformed Church and in 
the community. Along with her husband, Irene was a leader of the youth 
group at the church for several years. She was president of the New Paltz 
Garden Club, winning blue ribbons for her flower arranging skills. She 
was active in the League of Women Voters, board member of the Hugue-
not Historical Society, president of the LeFevre Family Association, and 

the New Paltz Town Historian. Irene was also a member of the Philanthropic Educational Organization (P.E.O.) 
in New Paltz, as well as in Marietta, Georgia. For over a decade, she was the director of the New Paltz branch of 
the New York City-based Herald-Tribune Fresh Air Fund, which brought inner-city children to New Paltz for a 
two-week summer vacation. Irene was an avid reader and never outgrew her love of Shakespeare and the New 
York Times. 

She cherished her family and friends and enjoyed nothing more than preparing an elaborate meal for them on 
special occasions. For many years, she kept in touch by phone and mail with high school and college friends, 
even as their numbers dwindled. 

Irene and Don relocated to Marietta, Georgia in 2003, to be closer to their children. She volunteered as a docent 
at the Marietta/Cobb Museum of Art, assisted in the afterschool program at the First Presbyterian Church, and 
was a board member for her condominium community, particularly with landscaping projects. 

Irene is survived by her three children, Douglas (Cindy) of Sarasota, Florida, Tamara of Dallas, and Roderick 
of Marietta, as well as grandchildren Bailey Martin of Orlando, Florida, and Cameron Martin of Marietta. Her 
beloved granddaughter, Delaney Martin, preceded her in death in 2017. 

A memorial service will be held at the First Presbyterian Church of Marietta, on Sunday, June 9, 2019 at 3 pm. 
A reception will follow at the church. 

Gifts in Irene’s memory may be sent to the First Presbyterian Church, 189 Church Street, Marietta, Georgia, 
30060, or the Marietta/Cobb Museum of Art, 30 Atlanta Street, Marietta, Georgia, 30060.
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THE BUDGET, ANNU-
AL MEETING, 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELECTION AND 
VOTE 
NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN, that the 
Board of Education 
of the New Paltz Cen-
tral School District, 
Ulster County, New 
York will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the 
Budget at the New 
Paltz High School, 
New Paltz, New York, 
on Wednesday, May 
8, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. 
for the purpose of 
presenting the bud-
get document for the 
2019-2020 School 
Year. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN, that a copy 
of the statement of 
the amount of mon-
ey which will be re-
quired for School Dis-
trict purposes during 
the 2019-2020 school 
year (the Budget), ex-
clusive of public mon-
ies, may be obtained 
by any resident of 
the District during 
business hours, be-

tween 9:00 A.M. and 
3:00 P.M. at each of 
the District’s school-
houses and at the Ad-
ministrative Offi  ces, 
eff ective May 1, 2019, 
except Saturday, Sun-
day or holidays, and 
shall be available on 
the District’s website 
and at public and free 
association libraries 
within the District. 
A Real Property Tax 
Exemption Report 
prepared in accor-
dance with Section 
495 of the Real Prop-
erty Tax Law will be 
annexed to any ten-
tative/preliminary 
budget as well as the 
fi nal adopted budget 
of which it will form 
a part; and shall be 
posted on District 
bulletin board(s) 
maintained for public 
notices, as well as on 
the District’s website. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN, that the An-
nual Meeting, Elec-
tion of Members of 
the Board of Educa-
tion and Vote on the 
Budget, will be held 
on Tuesday, May 21, 
2019, at the Gymna-
sium at the New Paltz 
High School, New 
Paltz, New York, be-
tween the hours of 

7:00 AM and 9:00 
PM, prevailing time, 
when the polls will be 
open for the purpose 
of voting by voting 
machine: 
A. To elect two (2) 
members to the 
Board of Education 
for three-year terms, 
commencing July 1, 
2019 and expiring 
June 30, 2022. 
B. To vote upon the 
appropriation of the 
necessary funds of 
$63,640,000.00 to 
meet the estimated 
expenditures for 
School District pur-
poses for the 2019-
2020 School Year (the 
Budget). 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
FURTHER GIVEN, 
that pursuant to Sec-
tion 2018-b of the 

Education Law, appli-
cations for absentee 
ballots for the School 
District Election and 
Vote may be obtained 
at the District Offi  ce 
and on the District 
website. The applica-
tion must be received 
by the District Clerk 
at least seven (7) days 
prior to the election 
if the ballot is to be 
mailed to the voter 
or the day before the 
election, if the ballot 
will be picked up per-
sonally by the voter 
at the District Offi  ce. 
Written requests for 
absentee ballots must 
be made at least sev-
en (7) days and no 
more than thirty (30) 
days prior to the Elec-
tion and Vote. Ab-
sentee ballots must 

be received at the 
offi  ce of the District 
Clerk by no later than 
5:00 P.M. prevail-
ing time, on the day 
of the Election and 
Vote, May 21, 2019. A 
list of all persons to 
whom absentee bal-
lots shall have been 
issued will be avail-
able for inspection to 
qualifi ed voters of the 
District at the Offi  ce 
of the District Clerk 
during regular offi  ce 
hours, 8:00 A.M. to 

4:00 P.M. prevail-
ing time, until the 
day of the Election 
and Vote. Any quali-
fi ed voter may fi le a 
written challenge of 
the qualifi cation of 
a voter whose name 
appears on such list, 
stating the reasons 
for the challenge. 
DUSTI L. CALLO 
District Clerk 
DATED: April 25, 2019 
DUSTI CALLO 
DISTRICT CLERK

Laura Dzwonek 
Laura Dzwonek, age 90, passed on April 15th, 2019 from congestive heart failure, at Englewood Healthcare, Englewood, 
FL, where she resided for the last two years. 

Born on July 7th, 1928 in Brooklyn, NY, she was the daughter of the late Filomena and Salvatore Bologna. She moved to 
New Paltz, NY in 1956 where she spent most of her life.  Her husband William Dzwonek (deceased) worked for IBM in 
Kingston, NY.

Laura was employed by Western Publishing in Poughkeepsie, NY.  She then volunteered as a teacher’s aide at Lenape Ele-
mentary School in New Paltz, NY before moving to Englewood, FL in 2015.  She had a strong love for her family and was 
an excellent cook.

She is survived by daughter Kathleen Dzwonek Wensley and husband Walter from Rotonda West, FL; daughter Francine 
Dzwonek DeGrood and husband Richard from Englewood, FL; son Stephen Dzwonek and wife Helen Lang Dzwonek 
from Dunstable, MA; six grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. She is also survived by her sister Mary Bologna 
Tierney and brother John Bologna. She was predeceased by brothers Anthony Bologna and William Bologna, and sister 
Josie Bologna Gabriel

Laura was so loved and will always be remembered.  May she rest in eternal peace.

Wesley O. LeFevre 
On Thursday April 25, 2019, Wesley O. LeFevre of New Paltz, New York, loving husband and 
father of eight children, passed away at age of 92. He was born May 15, 1926 in New Paltz, to 
the late Elton P. and Viola (Teich) LeFevre. He married Mary L. Rogers on June 10, 1947, in 
Hamilton, NY.

Wesley graduated from New Paltz High School as the Salutatorian of the Class of 1944.  He 
served in U.S. Navy and graduated from Colgate University in Hamilton, NY, with a degree 
in Chemical Engineering. After graduation he worked at the Pepto Bismol factory known as 
Norwich Pharmacal Company in Norwich, New York.  He worked for 37 years at IBM as a 
chemical engineer.   For many years he belonged to the New Paltz Rod and Gun Club. He 
was an active parishioner of St. Joseph’s Church in New Paltz.  As a youngster he worked at 
Mohonk Golf Course as a caddy.

His passions were his family and being outdoors: from jogging, swimming, hunting, building 
his own pond to hiking with family at Mohonk. He was known for his wonderful sense of 
humor and amazing smile and his kind and compassionate spirit.

Wesley was preceded in death by his wife, Mary LeFevre, and his sons, Roger and Steven LeFevre and one sibling Elton 
LeFevre.

He is survived by two daughters: Elaine (Nick) Hawkins of Conway, SC, and Ann LeFevre-Wood (Brian) of Clintondale, NY, 
four sons: Timothy (Darcy) LeFevre of New Paltz, Jeffrey (Eve) LeFevre of Salisbury, CT, Daniel LeFevre of NC, Alan (Jane) 
LeFevre, Sr. of New Paltz, one sibling Herbert LeFevre of Tarrytown, NY, nine grandchildren: Alan C. LeFevre, Jr., Michael 
LeFevre, Alycia (Jake) Jurkowski, Adam (Emily) LeFevre, Corey LeFevre, Cassandra LeFevre, Austin Wood, McKenna Wood 
and Andrew Wood, and many nephews and nieces.

Service and Burial of Ashes will be announced on the Copeland Funeral Home website at a later date.

Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.

Online condolences may be left for the family of Wesley by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com

John Taylor, Jr.
John Taylor, Jr., age 93, of New Paltz, NY, died Friday, April 26, 2019 at Woodland Pond @ New Paltz.  He was born February 
9, 1926 in New Paltz, NY, the son of the late John and Elizabeth A. (Butler) Taylor.  He was predeceased by his wife, Betty 
King Taylor.

He was a proud veteran, serving in the U.S. Navy from 1944 to 1946 during World War II, serving as a Motor Machinist Mate.  
John was retired from Central Hudson Gas & Electric, Poughkeepsie in 1986 after 40 years of service.  He was the past chief 
of the New Paltz Volunteer Fire Department.  

He is survived by one daughter: JoAnne Taylor of Rangeley, Maine and one son: Gary Taylor of New Paltz, NY; three sisters, 
Delia Murphy of Emerald Isle, NC, Elizabeth Purdy of Camilus, NY and Loretta Rugman of Poughkeepsie; 9 grandchildren; 
16 great-grandchildren.  He was predeceased by a brother, Cornelius C. Taylor and a sister, Marie Cannon.

Calling hours were held on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 from 4 – 7 pm at Copeland Funeral Home, 162 South Putt Corners Road, 
New Paltz, NY.  A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on Wednesday, May 1, 2019 at 10 am at St. Joseph’s Church, 34 S. 
Chestnut Street, New Paltz, NY.  Burial with full military honors followed at New Paltz Rural Cemetery.

Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.  Online condolences may be left 
for the family of John by visiting www.copelandfhnp.com
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Shine Your Home, 
LLC, Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 18, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Shine Your Home, 
LLC 696 North Ohio-
ville Rd. New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or 
activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of The Village in the 
Hudson Valley LLC 
Arts. of Org.
fi led with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/15/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion,
County of Ulster. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
Stenger,
Roberts, Davis & Dia-
mond, LLP, 1136 Rte. 
9, Wappingers Falls, 
NY 12590.
Purpose: any lawful 
act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of Limited Li-
ability Company 
(LLC): POWERED BY 
PLANTS CONSULT-
ING, LLC. Articles of 
Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/12/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: POWERED BY 
PLANTS CONSULT-
ING, LLC  1 Guilford 
Schoolhouse Road, 
New Paltz, NY, 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
CHLOE'S CRUNCHI 
DOG TREATS LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 

03/14/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 100 
Woodland Pond Cir, 
Apt 243, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Reg Agent: 
U.S. Corp. Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.          

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of F&I Group, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 3/21/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, PO Box 
4488, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
FRITZ HOUSE, LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of Fritz 
House, LLC, a limited 
liability
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-
ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State
of New York on March 
29, 2019. The offi  ce of 
the LLC is located in 
Ulster County,
New York. The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
of the company upon
whom process may 
be served. The Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process
against the company 
served upon him to 
Fritz House, LLC, 8 
Dusinberre Road, 
Gardiner, New York 
12525. The purpose of 
the LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
KJ LAND DEVELOP-
MENT, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 3/27/2019. 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, P.O Box 
673, Lake Katrine, NY 
12449. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
FRANNIE G’S SPE-
CIAL PLACES, LLC  
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
3/11/2019. Off . Loc.: 
Ulster  Co.  SSNY 
designated as agent 

upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 2635 Far-
sund Drive, Yorktown 
Heights, NY 10598.  
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Kai Zee, LLC
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company ("LLC"). 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led New York 
Sec. of State ("NYSS") 
4/11/2019. Offi  ce loc. 
Ulster County. NYSS 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. NYSS 
shall mail a copy of 
any process to c/o 
The LLC, 400 Cham-
bers Street, 15B, 
New York, New York 
10282. There is no 
specifi c date set for 
dissolution. Purpose: 
to engage in any law-
ful activity or act. 
Name and Business 
Address of Organizer 
is John R. Marvin, 
Esq., 44 West Market 
Street, P.O. Box 151, 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY. 
NAME: Elvy Proper-
ties, LLC. Articles of 
Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of State of New 
York on 02/05/2019 
Offi  ce location: 1 
Van Kleeck Ave New 
Paltz, NY 12561    Ul-
ster County. The Sec-
retary of State of New 
York has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State of New York 
shall mail a copy of 
process to the LLC 
at 1 Van Kleeck Ave. 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: For any law-
ful purpose.  

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company
HUMBLE ROOTS 
CAFÉ LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York on Feb 
27, 2019
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of any process to the 
LLC at: 2293 Route 
44 55 Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose per-

mitted for the LLC 
under NY Limited Li-
ability Act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Em-
pire Qualifi ed Oppor-
tunity Fund 1, LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/24/2018. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Empire Qualifi ed 
Opportunity Fund 1, 
LLC 68 Dashville Rd 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.  
 
LEGAL NOTICE
Vale Restaurant LLC. 
Art. of Org. fi led 
4/12/19. Offi  ce in Ul-
ster Co. SSNY des-
ignated for process 
and shall mail to Reg. 
Agent: Thomas Law 
Firm, 175 Varick St, 
NY, NY 10014. Pur-
pose: Any lawful ac-
tivity

LEGAL NOTICE
Kimlin Ulster, LLC 
Notice of Formation 
of Kimlin Ulster, LLC 
(LLC). Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 03/29/2019. Of-
fi ce Location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: the LLC, PO Box 
218, Gardiner, New 
York, 12525. 
Purpose:  any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of POINT ROAD STU-
DIOS LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/14/18. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 46 Erikas Walk 
Mount Tremper, NY 
12457. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): New 
Prospect Farm LLC.  
Articles of Organiza-

tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 5, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: New Prospect 
Farm LLC 158 Mara-
bac Rd Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
THE COPING COM-
MUNITY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 04/19/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 66
Schreibers Lane, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF QUALI-
FICATION OF 3249 
ROUTE 32, LLC APP. 
FOR AUTH. fi led with 
SSNY on 3/22/2019 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co.
Registered in Dela-
ware on 3/5/2019. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail process to 
the LLC, P.O Box 173, 
Bearsville, NY 12409. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of APPLE COUNTRY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
4/11/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail 
process to: c/o The 
LLC, P.O. Box 330, 
Clintondale, NY 
12515. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Black Acre Ten-
nis Club, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/17/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 

against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt 17F, NY, NY 
10023. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN THAT 
A PUBLIC HEAR-
ING WILL BE HELD 
BY THE TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS, 
TOWN OF NEW 
PALTZ, COUNTY 
OF ULSTER AT THE 
TOWN COMMUNITY 
CENTER, ROUTE 32 
NORTH ON:
DATE:  MAY 14, 2019
                    
TIME:  7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard.
FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONSIDERING 
THE FOLLOWING
APPLICATION OF:  
ZBA 19-50, Alan and 
Margarete Stout, who 
are seeking an area 
variance (for an addi-
tion exceeding more 
than 10% of the area 
of the house which 
is within the B2 and 
R1 zoning districts) 
on their property on 
5 Shivertown Road, 
SBL # 78.15-1-33.  The 
application and sup-
porting documents 
are available in the 
P l a n n i n g / Z o n i n g 
Board offi  ce for re-
view by the public, 
or visit the Zoning 
Board’s webpage at 
http://www.townof-
newpaltz.org/zoning-
board/pages/current-
items-under-review.  
At 7:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, 
the public hearing 
will be opened and 
the Zoning Board will 
accept comments 
from all interested 
members of the pub-
lic.  The public hear-
ing may be closed or 
continued at the Zon-
ing Board’s discre-
tion.
The Town of New 
Paltz will make every 
eff ort to assure that 
the hearing is acces-
sible to persons with 
disabilities.  Anyone 
requiring special as-
sistance and/or rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions should contact 
the Town Clerk.  All 
interested parties are 
invited to attend.
ALL PARTIES FOR OR 
AGAINST SAID SUB-
JECT WILL BE GIVEN 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO BE HEARD IN RE-
SPECT TO THIS AP-
PLICATION.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HERE-
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BY GIVEN THAT 
A PUBLIC HEAR-
ING WILL BE HELD 
BY THE TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS, 
TOWN OF NEW 
PALTZ, COUNTY 
OF ULSTER AT THE 
TOWN COMMUNITY 
CENTER, ROUTE 32 
NORTH ON:
DATE:  MAY 14, 2019
                       
TIME:  7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard.
FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONSIDERING 
THE FOLLOWING
APPLICATION OF: 
ZBA 2017-02, Ferris 
Woods, LLC, who 
are asking for an in-
terpretation of the 
Zoning Law or Map 
of the property on 22 
Brouck Ferris Blvd., 
SBL # 87.9-2-38.3 as 
per the determina-
tion of the Town 
Building Inspector.  
The application and 
supporting docu-
ments are available 
in the Planning/Zon-
ing Board offi  ce for 
review by the public, 
or visit the Zoning 
Board’s webpage at 
http://www.townof-
newpaltz.org/zoning-
board/pages/current-
items-under-review.  
At 7:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, 
the public hearing 
will be opened and 
the Zoning Board will 
accept comments 
from all interested 
members of the pub-
lic.  The public hear-
ing may be closed or 
continued at the Zon-
ing Board’s discre-
tion.
The Town of New 
Paltz will make every 
eff ort to assure that 
the hearing is acces-
sible to persons with 
disabilities.  Anyone 
requiring special as-
sistance and/or rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions should contact 
the Town Clerk.  All 
interested parties are 
invited to attend.
ALL PARTIES FOR OR 
AGAINST SAID SUB-
JECT WILL BE GIVEN 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO BE HEARD IN RE-
SPECT TO THIS AP-
PLICATION.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF COMPLE-
TION OF TENTATIVE 
ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby 
given that the Asses-
sor of the Town of 
New Paltz, County 
of Ulster has com-
pleted the Tentative 
Assessment Roll for 
the current year and 
that a copy has been 

left with the Town 
Clerk at her offi  ce at 
52 Clearwater Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
on May 1, 2019, where 
it may be seen and 
examined by any in-
terested person until 
the fourth Tuesday 
in May during normal 
business hours.
The Assessor/Agent 
will be in attendance 
with the Tentative 
Assessment Roll dur-
ing normal business 
hours, and on Thurs-
day evening May 16th 
between the hours of 
6:00 – 8:00 PM and 
Saturday May 11th by 
appointment only.
The Board of Assess-
ment Review will 
meet on Tuesday May 
28th, 2019 between 
the hours of 4:00 
- 8:00 p.m. at the 
Town Hall located at 
52 Clearwater Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561, 
in said town, to hear 
and examine all com-
plaints in relation to 
assessments, on the 
written application 
of any person believ-
ing himself to be ag-
grieved, by appoint-
ment only.
DATED: May 1, 
2019 
Tricia Masterson, As-
sessor 

LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION FOR 
BIDS
Sealed bids for 2019 - 
2024 Prime Mechani-
cal Services Bid, for 
the Village of New 
Paltz,  Ulster County, 
New York, are sought 
and requested by the 
Village of New Paltz.
Services consist of 
furnishing Prime Me-
chanical Services for 
the Village of New 
Paltz.
                                                     
Separate sealed pro-
posals completed on 
forms provided with 
the Contract docu-
ments shall be re-
ceived by the Village 
of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York at 
the Village Hall until 
10:00 AM  o'clock on 
Thursday  ,     May 
16th   , 2019 at which 
time they will be pub-
licly opened and read 
aloud.
All of the contract 
documents, includ-
ing Instructions to 
Bidders, Proposal 
Forms, General Con-
ditions governing the 
contract, may be ex-
amined at the offi  ce of 
the Village Clerk, Vil-
lage Hall, 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz, 
New York. Copies of 
these documents may 
be obtained upon 
payment of $40.00 

per set.  All pay-
ments shall be made 
payable to Village of 
New Paltz.  Payment 
for documents rep-
resents reproduction 
costs and therefore 
is non-refundable.  
Contract documents 
will be sent via fi rst 
class mail upon re-
ceipt of a request for 
an additional fee of 
$10.00. 
The Village of New 
Paltz hereby notifi es 
all Bidders that it will 
affi  rmatively insure 
that in regard to any 
contract entered into 
pursuant to this ad-
vertisement, minori-
ty business enterpris-
es will be aff orded full 
opportunity to sub-
mit bids in response 
to this invitation and 
will not be discrimi-
nated against on the 
grounds of race, col-
or, or national origin 
in consideration for 
an award.
Attention is directed 
to the fact that the 
Contractor will be 
governed by the labor 
Standards Provisions, 
which are made part 
of this specifi cations 
and contract.
The bidder, by sign-
ing his proposal, cer-
tifi es that he is fully 
aware of the State 
Laws regarding the 
non-collusion bid-
ding certifi cation.  No 
separate forms will 
be required, but the 
actual signing of the 
proposal includes 
such a statement and 
is included in the pro-
posal.
The Village Board ex-
pressly reserves the 
right to waive any 
informalities in or 
to accept any bid, or 
to reject any and all 
bids, or to award on 
any or all items, as 
the interest of the Vil-
lage of New Paltz may 
appear to require.
The Village of New 
Paltz  is an exempt or-
ganization under the 
Tax Laws and is ex-
empt from payment 
of Sales and Compen-
sating Use Taxes of 
the State of New York 
and Cities and Coun-
ties of the State of all 
materials which are 
to be incorporated 
into the project, pur-
suant to the provi-
sions of the Contract.  
These taxes are not 
to be included in the 
Bid.
No bidder may with-
draw his bid within 
45 (forty-fi ve) days af-
ter the actual date of 
the opening thereof.
By order of the Village 
Board, Village of New 
Paltz, Ulster County, 

New York, an equal 
opportunity/affirma-
tive action employer.
Date:   May 2, 2019                 
Tim Rogers, Mayor
                                                                                                                                                
LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Posted:  
April 2019 
Project Name:  
PB18-33
Applicant:   
John Johnson
For:   
New construction of 
multi-use structure
Location:   
24-26 Church Street
Tax Map Number:  
86.34-6-17.1
Date and Time:   
May 7, 2019 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
 
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the public hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the agenda.  
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary at the ad-
dress listed above.
All reasonable ac-
commodations will 
be made for persons 
with disabilities.  In 
such a case, please 
notify the Planning 
Board Secretary in 
advance so that ar-
rangements can be 
made.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Posted:  
April 2019 
Project Name:  
PB19-03
Applicant:   
Stephen McMaster
For:   E s -
tablishment of per-
manent car port
Location:   
20 Church Street
Tax Map Number:  
86.034-6-16
Date and Time:   
May 7, 2019 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall

  
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the public hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the agenda.  
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary at the ad-
dress listed above.
All reasonable ac-
commodations will 
be made for persons 
with disabilities.  In 
such a case, please 
notify the Planning 
Board Secretary in 
advance so that ar-
rangements can be 
made.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PUBLIC NOTICE
Please take note that 
the annual fi nancial 
report of the Super-
visor, Town of Lloyd, 
Ulster County, New 
York, for the fi scal 
year ending Decem-
ber 31, 2018, has been 
completed and fi led 
with the New York 
State Comptroller’s 
Offi  ce and a copy is 
available for inspec-
tion at the Offi  ce 
of the Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, 12 Church 
Street, Highland, 
New York, Monday 
through Friday from 
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM.
Paul Hansut, Supervi-
sor
Town of Lloyd

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF COMPLE-
TION OF TENTATIVE 

ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby given 
that the Assessor of 
the Town of Lloyd, 
County of Ulster, has 
completed the Tenta-
tive Assessment Roll 
for the current year 
and that a copy has 
been left in the As-
sessor’s Offi  ce at the 
Town Hall, where 
it may be seen and 
examined by any in-
terested person Mon-
day through Friday 
between the hours of 
9:00 am and 3:00 pm 
until the fourth Tues-
day in May.
The Assessor will be 
in attendance with 
the Tentative Assess-
ment Roll between 
the hours of 5 PM 
and 8 PM on May 1, 
2019 (by appointment 
only), between the 
hours of 
8 AM and 12 PM on 
May 2, 2019, between 
the hours of 8 AM 
and 10 AM on May 
6, 2019 (by appoint-
ment only) and be-
tween the hours of 9 
AM and 1 PM on May 
9, 2019   You may call 
(845) 691-2197 Ext:4 to 
schedule an appoint-
ment.
The Board of Assess-
ment Review will 
meet on Tuesday, May 
28, 2019 between the 
hours of 3:00 pm and 
8:00 pm at the Town 
Hall in said Town, to 
hear and examine all 
complaints in relation 
to assessments on the 
written application of 
any person believing 
himself or herself ag-
grieved.  
Dated this 1st day of 
May, 2019
Jennifer Mund
Assessor, Town of 
Lloyd

E pluribus 
unum
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Hudson Valley One is the one-stop 
shop for content from all Ulster 
Publishing newspapers, including 
New Paltz Times, Woodstock 
Times, Kingston Times, Saugerties 
Times and Almanac Weekly. 

Visit hudsonvalleyone.com and 
check it out.



 New Paltz Times 32 •  May 2, 2019


