
Decision made
New Paltz voters pick Rogers

and newcomers Wojcik and Zipp

by Terence P Ward

A
LEXANDRIA WOJCIK AND Michele Zipp will be sitting at the New Paltz Vil-
lage Board table starting this June. They bested incumbents Don Kerr and 
Dennis Young by several dozen votes to secure those seats. Counting of 
the votes was not immediate after the polls closed. About 8 p.m., a power 

surge took out the machine being used and its battery backup. A second machine was 
brought out to fi nish the night, but the votes recorded before the power surge were 
locked away on that machine’s memory card. At fi rst it appeared that the count of 
those votes — 339 in all — would have to wait until morning, when technicians could 
open the machine in front of witnesses. Instead, a hand count of those votes was per-
formed, with unoffi  cial results announced at about 11 p.m.
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Shift ing 
concerns
Members of the public 
share their thoughts 
about the new 
gateway zoning rules

by Terence P Ward

W
HEN THE PUBLIC hear-
ing for long-anticipated 
gateway zoning rules was 
opened on May 2, New 

Paltz Town Board members heard a lot 
about the Ferris Woods senior housing 
apartment complex planned for the end 
of Brouck Ferris Boulevard. The engi-
neer for the developers on that project 
even remarked on it, and whether this 
entire zoning process might be built 
around stopping a specifi c project. It’s 
not a new question, but the particulars 
have changed; four years ago the accusa-
tion was that this zoning was intended 

Power to 
the people
New Paltz offi  cials are 
ready to pass a new 
law which may open 
the door to cheaper or 
greener power

by Terence P Ward

T
OWN OF NEW Paltz offi  cials 
are ready to pull the trigger 
on a new law which may open 
the door to cheaper or greener 

power for community members. Like 
the push to build small power plants lo-
cally, this is a consequence of the immi-
nent Indian Point nuclear power plant 
closure, as well as the governor’s desire 
to switch more of the state’s grid to re-
newable sources. This aspect is called 
“community choice aggregation (CCA).”

For some years it’s been possible to 
select an electricity supplier other than 
Central Hudson, but only a small num-
ber of people seek out a supplier to save 
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Joni Barr has been the manager of the High Falls Flea Market for the past 14 years. She is pictured here with her daughter Collyn.
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Something
old
High Falls Flea Market 
returns every Sunday 
through October

by Frances Marion Platt

O
NE OF THE hamlet of High 
Falls’ longest-running and 
most charming seasonal 
treats is now up and running 

once again: the High Falls Flea Market. 
It happens every Sunday, weather per-
mitting, from the second Sunday in April 
through the last Sunday in October – this 
year, October 27. On the weekend of 
High Falls Fair Day, July 13/14, it’s open 
on Saturday as well.

If you ever fi nd yourself driving Route 
213 between Rosendale and Stone Ridge 
on a summer Sunday, you’ve undoubt-
edly noticed the cluster of tables set 
up just off  the road in Grady Park and 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

Police: New Paltz man 
had 850g of cocaine, 
stolen handgun

N
EW YORK STATE Police arrested a New 
Paltz man Friday, May 3, on felony drug 
and gun charges. Johnny Jones, 43, of 
New Paltz, was arrested on the following 

charges:
• Criminal Possession of Controlled Substance in 

the fi rst degree
• Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the second 

degree
• Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in 

the third degree
• a Class B Felony Criminal Possession of Stolen 

Property in the fourth degree
• Obstructing Governmental Administration
• Criminal use of Drug Paraphernalia in the second 

degree
• Unlawful Possession of marijuana
The arrest concluded a ten-month State-Police 

investigation into the illegal traffi  cking of cocaine, 
crack cocaine and marijuana in the Town of New 
Paltz. Jones was arrested subsequent to a search war-
rant executed at his residence in the Town of New 
Paltz. According to police, approximately 850 grams 
of cocaine and crack cocaine were seized from his 
residence, along with a stolen .40 caliber handgun, 
numerous rounds of ammunition, scales, drug pack-
aging, marijuana and about $10,000 in U.S. Cur-
rency. Also seized was a 2006 BMW pursuant to the 
investigation.

Jones was processed and arraigned in the Town of 
New Paltz. He was remanded to the Ulster County 
Jail on $100,000 cash bail, $250,000 bond.

An Apple in Her Hand anthology 
reading at Inquiring Minds

Inquiring Minds will host a special Mother’s Day 
reading by the Hudson Valley Women’s Writing 
Group this Sunday, May 12, 4 p.m., at Inquiring Minds 
Bookstore, located at 6 Church Street in New Paltz.

The writing group will read from their poetry and 
prose anthology An Apple in Her Hand. The authors of 
this collection are seven older women from diverse 
backgrounds who are members of a long-standing 
Hudson Valley writing group composed of academ-
ics, a social worker, a psychiatric nurse, a teacher 
and a lawyer. This collection is fi lled with honest, 
insistent poetry and prose that demands to be heard 
by readers of all ages, genders and perspectives. Fea-
tured readers are Colleen Geraghty, Kit Goldpaugh, 
Eileen Howard, Tana Miller, Mary K. O’Melveny, Jan 
Zlotnik Schmidt and Kappa Waugh.

Mid-Hudson Valley Amnesty will 
hold its annual human rights fi lm

Join Mid-Hudson Valley Amnesty for its eighth an-
nual human rights fi lm Sin País (Without Country) 

by Theo Rigby on Tuesday, May 14, 7:15 p.m., at the 
Rosendale Theatre. Following the fi lm, Sharai Marti-
nez, Luis Martinez’ daughter, will share her experi-
ence as a young person whose father was thrust into 
the deportation process.

Actions you can take will be discussed by experts 
from local organizations including Nobody Leaves 
Mid-Hudson, Ulster Immigrant Defense Network, 
Rural & Migrant Ministry and more. Tin Horn Upris-
ing and Resisterhood will lead us in songs.

There will be a silent auction to benefi t local or-
ganizations serving as resources to our immigrant 
communities. Suggested donation is $10.

To donate or for more information, please e-mail 
amnestyhudsonvalley@gmail.com.

Family art workshops with Jill Obrig

The Gardiner Library will host a family art work-
shop with Jill Obrig on Thursday, May 16 from 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. entitled Fun with the Sun. Children ages 
5-12 are welcome with the help of a parent, sibling or 
other adult. Families will listen to the story How the 
Sun was Brought Back to the Sky by Mirra Ginsburg 
then create metal tooling reliefs of their own sun

The workshop takes place in the library commu-
nity room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For 
further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gar-
dinerlibrary.org.

Hudson Valley Music Collective 
presents songwriter circles at 
Gardiner Library

A new bi-monthly event, Songwriter Circles by the 

 
NEW PALTZ | FIRE DEPARTMENT

The current state of volunteerism in the fi re service

T
HE VILLAGE OF New Paltz and The Benjamin Center for Public Policy Initiatives at SUNY 
New Paltz are presenting a panel discussion on the current state of volunteerism in the 
fi re service on Wednesday, May 15, 7 p.m.,  in room 62/63 of the Student Union Building 
at SUNY New Paltz.

This 90-minute conversation will discuss the diffi  cult challenges facing today’s fi re departments 
-- from recruitment to retaining members in an economic, social and cultural environment very 
diff erent than just a few years ago. The panel consists of community and volunteer leaders and 
experts in fi re service management and administration. 

Panelists include: Beth McLendon Albright, director, Ulster Corps; Dr. KT Tobin, associate di-
rector, Benjamin Center, SUNY New Paltz; Cory Wirthmann, chief, New Paltz Fire Department; 
John D’Alessandro, secretary, Fireman’s Association of the State of New York (FASNY); and John 
Mancini, counsel, New York Conference of Mayors (NYCOM). The moderator will be Village of New 
Paltz Trustee William Wheeler Murray. Opening remarks will be provided by New Paltz Mayor Tim 
Rogers.

The event is free and open to the public.

Left to right: New Paltz firefighters Ethan Smith, Bill Murray, Cory Wirthmann, RJ Iseldyke and Ahren 
Robertson.

22 varieties of sweet and hot peppers including Ghost, Scorpion and Carolina Reaper.
25 varieties of tomatoes including 8 heirloom varieties. 

 4 pk. Flowers Vegetables & Herbs...$1.49
16 varieties of herbs including Lovage, Chervil, Sorrel & French Tarragon. 

 10” & 12” Hanging Baskets 
(NOW ACCEPTING ALL CREDIT CARDS) 

Open 7 Days 9am-5pm  |  845-691-7828  |  139 Martin Avenue, Highland

Wholesale  
& retailSorbello’s  Greenhouse
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Hudson Valley Music Collective (HVMC) takes place 
at the Gardiner Library on Wednesday, May 15 from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. The event takes place on the third 
Wednesday every other month, open to all ages and 
levels with a $10 suggested donation.

Musicians will be given the chance to share with 
each other the successes and pitfalls of composing. 
No restrictions on genre and creators can learn from 
one another, hone their craft and share new work. 
Each circle will end with a short set performed by a dif-
ferent guest artist of the night. Bring your instruments.

 The series will be off ered in the library commu-
nity room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For 
further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gar-
dinerlibrary.org.

An evening of fun, action
and writing

Hudson Valley Chapter of the American Society 
for Group Psychotherapy and Psychodrama will 
present an evening of fun and action and writing on 
Friday, May 17, 7:30 p.m., at Boughton Place, located 
at 150 Kisor Road in Highland

The presenter will be Nancy S. Scherlong, LCSW, 
PTR, CJT, M/S. Through use of selected quotations, 
poetry and journal techniques, integrated with the 
warm-up action methods of psychodrama, partici-
pants will explore personal and social narratives 
and experience together several techniques from 
the Journal Ladder and learn how structure, pacing 
and containment can make writing easy, safer feel-
ing and fun. 

You need not be a writer (or even like writing) to 
attend. All needed supplies will be furnished. 

The suggested donation is $10 and $5 for students 
and those on limited income 

For additional information, please call (845) 440-
7272. 

 

Scam workshop
with Raff aela Benson

 The Gardiner Library will host a scam workshop 
with Raff aela Benson on Thursday, May 16 from 2 
to 3:00 p.m. Pre-registration is required by calling 
the library at 255-1255 or stopping by the circulation 
desk. This workshop is to inform and educate the 
public on diff erent scams and fraudulent activities. 
Information is provided so that you can recognize 
one before falling victim. 

All workshops and classes are held in the library 
community room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Ulster Savings Bank to feature the 
craft s of Diana Marcisak 

 Ulster Savings Bank in Gardiner will hold an 
opening reception for a fi ber arts collection by Di-
ana Marcisak of Oh Sew Cute and More on Friday, 
May 3, from noon to 2 p.m. Her exhibit features hand 
sewn cats and dogs and will be on display from May 
3 through June 13.

Marcisak began Oh Sew Cute and More in 2004 
with her sister Sabrina. They were inspired by the 
feral cats that lived at the Coyote Ridge Stables. Both 
sisters added their creative fl air to each character 
with Sabrina painting the faces and Diana adding the 
embellishments. Although Sabrina is no longer here, 
Oh Sew Cute and More continues in the spirit of the 
sister’s collaboration. 

For more information, call (845) 255-4130, exten-
sion 4401.

Program on Alzheimers vs normal 
memory loss at Jewish Center

A program entitled, “Oh, dear, What’s Happening 
to my Memory? Could it be Alzheimer’s?,” will be 
presented on Thursday, May 9, 7 p.m., at the Jewish 
Center, located at 30 North Chestnut Street in New 
Paltz.

 Changes in memory are a normal part of aging. 
But how do we tell the diff erence between demen-
tia and normal age-associated memory loss? Wendy 
Rudder, LCSW, will address these issues and give tips 
on ways to compensate. She will also describe the 
warning signs of Alzheimer’s and other forms of de-
mentia. The program is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be available.

This program is sponsored by the Caring Commit-
tee of the Jewish Congregation of New Paltz.

Save the date for the 17th annual 
Gardiner 5K Classic on July 18

The 17th annual Gardiner 5K Classic Run/Walk 
to benefi t the Gardiner Fire Department and the 
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail will be held on July 18, rain 
or shine, at Majestic Park in Gardiner. The 5K run/
walk will start at 6:30 p.m. and a kids’ fun run will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Early registration for the 5K is $25 
per person by July 7, or $30 per person after. The 
kids’ fun run is $10 and includes a T-shirt.

Download a registration form at www.gardiner-
fi reandrescue.org, or register online at runsignup.
org. For additional information, call John Fracasse 
at (845) 750-3924.

Jewish Congregation of New Paltz to 
hold community luncheon May 14

The next community luncheon sponsored by the 
Jewish Congregation of New Paltz will be held on 
Tuesday, May 14, noon, at the Jewish Center, located 
at 30 North Chestnut Street in New Paltz. Volunteer 
chef Alan Kraus has planned a Greek menu includ-
ing red lentil soup, maroulosalata (Greek romaine 
salad), olive tapenade, spinach pie, pita and milopita 
(Greek apple cake) with whipped cream. 

The cost is $9 for non-members of the congrega-
tion and $5 for members, payable at the door. Res-

ervations are required. For more information or to 
reserve a seat, contact Myra Sorin at 255-5016 or my-
rasorin@gmail.com). Please RSVP by Friday, May 10.

May Mixer at Jar’d

The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce 
will hold its May networking mixer on Thursday, 
May 16, 5:30 p.m., at Jar’d Wine Pub, located at 10 
Main Street, Suite 305 in New Paltz.

Jar’d just joined the Chamber community, come 
support and meet local professionals while enjoying 
snacks. Bring plenty of business cards.

Jar’d has limited spacing, so there is a rain date set 
for May 29.

Please register to attend by calling (845) 255-0243 
or visit| www.newpaltzchamber.org.

Next Year’s Words will
take place on May 15

Next Year’s Words will take place on Wednesday, 
May 15, 7:30 p.m., at the Jewish Congregation of New 
Paltz Community Center, located at 30 North Chest-
nut Street in New Paltz.

The event will feature readings by Annie LaBarge, 
Sarah Vogwill and Mike Jurkovic.

There will be an open mic and refreshments will 
be served. The suggested donation is $3 .

For additional information, e-mail readandlis-
ten@npnextyearswords.org or npnextyearswords@
gmail.com.

The Nyquist-Harcourt Wildlife Sanctuary
is getting ready for another season

A
S STEWARDS OF the 56-acre Nyquist-Harcourt Wildlife Sanctuary, located between Hu-
guenot Street and the Wallkill River, the Nyquist Foundation is looking forward to serving 
those who love nature again this summer. Baring more rain, the Sanctuary paths will be 
groomed within a week or less by MNC Landscape and Lawncare. “They have done such 

a great job of maintaining them for us in the past,” said Tom Nyquist, chair of the Nyquist Founda-
tion. “We’re in the process of sprucing up the Sanctuary in other ways as well.” A new sign will soon 
be installed in place of one stolen this past winter by party or parties unknown, and the posts for 
all the signs will be repainted later this spring. Two new benches are scheduled to be installed and 
a new culvert is planned to replace a temporary wooden plank crossing. Directional signage for the 
southern entrance of the Sanctuary is also being planned. 

“And, of course, mother nature is busy fl ushing out the many kinds of trees and other plants that 
help make the Sanctuary a great place to visit,” added Nyquist. “ However, we’re still waiting for the 
pair of swans that normally grace our oxbow each summer. This will be the eighth season that the 
Sanctuary has been owned and maintained by the Foundation. With the help of volunteers, we hope 
that it will continue to be just that, a sanctuary for wildlife and for people who seek an opportunity 
to commune with nature.” 

Weather permitting, the Sanctuary is open from dawn to dusk seven days a week at no charge. 
“And, yes, you can bring your dog, but we prefer that it be on a leash, particularly during the nesting 
season,” said Nyquist “Sorry, no bicycles or horses. Many of the paths are of grass and soft in wet 
weather, not well-suited for biking or horseback riding.” 

For additional information, visit nyquistfdtn.org

NEW PALTZ | PLACE

The Nyquist-Harcourt Wildlife Sanctuary in New Paltz.
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New Paltz Bike/Ped Committee 
hosts Ulster County Health Ride

New Paltz Bike/Ped Committee, in conjunction 
with the Expect A Bike Coalition, sponsors a two-
part ride to celebrate the car-free trails. As part of 
the Healthy Ulster County Week, the rides will take 
place this Saturday, May 11 at 10 a.m. The fi rst ride 
meets at Hasbrouck House on Historic Huguenot 
Street and will ride the River 2 Ridge trail loop, fol-
lowed by a rest break. The second ride will start 
from Sojourner Truth Park at 11:30 a.m. and take the 
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail to Gardiner.

These are casually paced rides and are open to rid-
ers of all ages and abilities. Both rides will be led by 
members of the New Paltz Bike/Ped Committee and 
the Expect A Bike Coalition. Riders may ride both, 
or only one, or even just part of the rides. The em-
phasis is on doing something healthy for your body 
and the planet.

The River 2 Ridge loop is 5.7 miles roundtrip; and 
the New Paltz-Gardiner Wallkill Valley Rail Trail 
roundtrip is 12 miles.

Adult riders are encouraged to wear a helmet, rid-
ers under 14 are required to wear a helmet by New 
York State Law. Riders should check that their bikes 
are in good working order, wear comfortable clothes 
and bring water. 

The New Paltz Bike/Ped Committee is a joint vil-
lage and Town of New Paltz citizen committee pro-
moting improved bicycle and pedestrian infrastruc-
ture and safety for all. The Expect A Bike Coalition 
was formed after a near fatal crash critically injured 
Gaby O’Shea and is dedicated to improving safety for 
cyclists and pedestrians on all our roads.

For more information, e-mail Dan Lipson, chair 
of the New Paltz Bike/Ped Committee, at dnlipson@
gmail.com.

Climate smart community
potluck on May 10 

A climate smart community potluck, sponsored 
by New Paltz Climate Smart, New Paltz Climate Ac-
tion Coalition and the town and village of New Paltz, 
will take place this Friday, May 10 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Church, located at 34 South Chestnut 
Street in New Paltz.

Enjoy this free event while sharing food and learn-
ing about ways to make New Paltz a more environ-
mentally-friendly place. During the past year, New 
Paltz Climate Smart (in conjunction with the town 
And village of New Paltz) completed a greenhouse 
gas emissions inventory. Find out how New Paltz 
measures up and what’s needed to create a Climate 
Action Plan for our community. Learn about ways 
you can personally contribute to New Paltz becom-
ing greener and more pro-active in the battle against 
climate change, which poses a serious threat to our 
world. New Paltz’s journey to becoming Climate 
Smart-certifi ed provides community members the 
chance to have a global impact based on taking ac-
tion locally.

For more information, contact New Paltz Climate 
Smart Coordinator Janelle Peotter at 920-883-1788 or 
janellepeotter@gmail.com.

An aft ernoon on Bradley Farm 

An afternoon on Bradley Farm -- a fundraiser for 
the New Paltz Arts in the Schools Association (NPA-
SA)/New Paltz Amphitheater at Lenape will take 
place this Saturday, May 11 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the 
farm located at 317 Springtown Road in New Paltz.

Activities throughout the afternoon include: 
hands-on planting activity with Farmer Ray, kid 
crafts, a petting zoo and animal selfi e station, a farm 
“tea party” at 2:30 p.m. with New Paltz parent Jen-
nifer Castle, author of the books for Blaire Wilson, 
American Girl’s Girl of the Year 2019. Blaire lives on 
her family’s farm in Ulster County. Castle will be do-
ing a reading, writing activity and Q&A about creat-

ing Blaire and her stories. Kids are encouraged to 
bring their favorite doll or stuff y to be part of the 
fun. A book sale and signing will be held before and 
after the tea party.

Farm-fresh lunch fare and adult beverages will be 
available for sale from Bradley Farm and the farm 
stand will be open and Mother’s Day plants will be 
available for purchase.

Tickets are $12 for children ages 4-12. Each ticket 
includes entry into a raffl  e for a Blaire Wilson doll. 
Entry is free for adults and kids ages three and un-
der.

Ticket sales will be limited and advance purchase 
is recommended. Tickets can be purchased online at 
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/a-day-at-the-farm.

Unveiling of Poorhouse memorial
at Ulster County Fairgrounds
on May 15

On Wednesday, May 15, Ulster County will recog-
nize the contributions of thousands of Ulster County 
residents who were “Forsaken in Life, Forgotten in 
Death” when acting County Executive Adele Reiter 
is joined by County Clerk Nina Postupack, legislative 
chairwoman Tracey Bartels and State Assemblyman 
Kevin Cahill to unveil a memorial commemorating 
the Ulster County Poorhouse that once stood at the 
Ulster County Fairgrounds. The memorial will fea-
ture a life-size bronze statue “Aging Woman” by local 
artist Trina Greene and will honor more than 2,300 
unmarked burials at the site.

The event begins at 5 p.m. at the 4H Building at the 
Ulster County Fairgrounds in New Paltz. Reiter will 
introduce New Paltz Town Historian Susan Stessin-
Cohen to tell the stories of Poorhouse residents in a 
presentation entitled “Forsaken in Life, Forgotten in 
Death.” This free presentation will be followed at 6 
p.m. by the unveiling of the statue, “Aging Woman” 
in front of the Ulster County Pool complex.

New Paltz Garden Club plant sale, 
swap and garden sale

The New Paltz Garden Club will hold its annual 
plant sale, swap and garden sale on Saturday, May 18 
(rain date May 19) from 8 a.m. to noon on the lawn of 
Dr. Marc Jordan, New Paltz Healing Arts, located at 
22 Main Street in New Paltz. Drop-off  will take place 
from 8 to 9 a.m. and the sale,swap starts at 9 a.m.

Bring identifi ed plants, bulbs, seeds, books, tools, 
pots, vases and all garden-related items, including 
furniture, for swap or sale. For additional informa-
tion, visit www.newpaltzgardenclub.org.

Town of New Paltz Parks and 
Recreation invites seniors to 
Mohonk community day on May 28

New Paltz seniors are invited to community day at 
Mohonk Mountain House on Tuesday, May 28 (rain 
date Wednesday, May 29). There will be a guided 
walking tour of the house, along with the barn mu-
seum at 11:15 a.m. You can also tour the gardens, 
greenhouse and gift shop. Transportation will be 
provided. A bus will leave the New Paltz Community 
Center at 10:30 a.m. sharp. There is no charge for 
New Paltz seniors and a $5 transportation fee for 
non-residents. 

Reservations are required. For reservations and 
additional information, contact the New Paltz Com-
munity Center at 255-2512 or e-mail recreation@
townofnewpaltz.org.

The draft  Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System annual report is 
available for review

The draft Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) annual report is available on the Town of New 
Paltz’s website for review. Comments can be made 
when it is presented at the Town Board meeting on 
May 16 or via e-mail to Neil Bettez up to one week 
following until May 23.

New Paltz Gardens for Nutrition has 
plots available for the 2019 season

 New Paltz Gardens for Nutrition (NPGFN) -- a non-
profi t, organic community garden located off  His-
toric Huguenot Street -- has plots available for rental 
for the 2019 planting season. Full plots are 20’ x 30’ 

(fee: $45; $30 for seniors 62+/disabled) and half plots 
are 20’ x 15’ (fee: $30; $25 for seniors 62+/disabled). 
The gardens have running water (after the threat of 
frost passes), gardening tools and wheelbarrows are 
provided.

Interested individuals can apply for membership 
in the NPGFN community at https://gardensfornutri-
tion.org/get-a-garden. Applicants must be 18 years 
of age or older. For more information, please see 
https://gardensfornutrition.org or e-mail Anita at 
gardensfornutrition@yahoo.com.

The trial for Paul Echols to begin
in New Paltz on Wednesday, May 8

The trial for Paul Echols will begin in New Paltz 
on Wednesday, May 8. The case is being heard in 
the New Paltz Town Court, located at 23 Plattekill 
Avenue.

Echols was arrested with several charges after he 
was allegedly sucker punched by a stranger. He was 
handcuff ed by police, put into a police car and alleg-
edly beaten by the police.

Supporters of Echols are asking people to show up 
at court on May 8 at 1 p.m. The case will continue on 
Thursday and Friday, May 9 and 10.  A rally will be held 
on May 8 at noon and again after court each day.

For additional information, contact Tanya Mar-
quette at (845) 255-8560.

Volunteers needed in
the Town of New Paltz

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Police Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee, Public Access Committee and the Recreation 
Committee. Interested parties may submit a letter of 
interest and resume to the supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail assistant@
townofnewpaltz.org.

New Paltz Regatta rescheduled
for June 23

Due to rain last Sunday, the New Paltz Regatta has 
been rescheduled until Sunday, June 23 from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The Regatta will kick off  with live music by 
Ratboy, Jr. and Yard Sale on the lawn of The Clemson 
Brothers Brewery at The Gilded Otter at 11 a.m. The 
parade of boats will form at New Paltz Village Hall at 
noon with the pageantry moving down Plattekill Av-
enue, turning left onto Main Street and ending up at 
the Sojourner Truth Park boat launch on Plains Road 
for the launch into the Wallkill River.

Prize categories this year are: Best in Show, Most 
Creative, Most Theatrical, the Green Award, Funni-
est, Fastest and Most Likely to Sink.

Battle of the Books meeting at Elting 
Library on May 15

Elting Memorial Library invites middle and high 
school students to a Battle of the Books organiza-
tional meeting on Wednesday, May 15 at 4:30 p.m. 

Battle of the Books participants read selected ti-
tles and compete against other Mid-Hudson library 
teams, game-show style, about what they have read. 
The high school battle will be on Saturday, August 16 
and the middle school battle will be on Sunday, Au-
gust 17. Both will be held at Columbia-Greene Com-
munity College.

This year the middle school teams will read: Wolf 
Hollow by Lauren Wolk, It Ain’t so Awful, Falafel by 
Firoozeh Dumas, The First Rule of Punk by Celia Per-
ez, Ranger’s Apprentice: The Ruins of Gorlan by John 
Flanagan, Super Max and the Mystery of Thornwood’s 
Revenge by Susan Vaught, Doll Bones by Holly Black.

The high school teams will read: Aristotle & Dante 
Discover the Secret of the Universe by Benjamin Alire 
Saenz, The Darkest Part of the Forest by Holly Black, 
One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus, The Hate U Give
by Angie Thomas, Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo.

Supported by a grant from the Maya Gold Founda-
tion, the library will be able to provide personal copies 
of each of the books to the fi rst ten students to join and 
commit to fully participating on each of the teams.

Anyone interested in the Battle of the Books, but 
not able to attend the organizational meeting should 
contact Deborah Engel-Di Mauro at dengel-dimau-
ro@eltinglibrary.org or (845) 255-5030.

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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by Sharyn Flanagan

W
HEN DELORES ANGELILLO-WARD 
opened Concept 1 Unisex Beauty Sa-
lon in 1969, it was only the third hair 
salon in New Paltz. The others, “Pow-

der Box” and “William’s,” are both long gone, but 
her establishment still thrives despite the consider-
able competition in town these days. And before you 
go thinking that a golden anniversary must signify a 
“sweet little old lady” as proprietor of this business, 
think again. Delores’s vibrant personality, and her 
stylish looks that, as it happens, shave at least a de-
cade off  her real age of 75, belie any thoughts of that.

Delores, in fact, prides herself on keeping up to 
date with the latest trends in the industry. She has 
continued to update her education over the years by 
studying the latest methods and fi ne-tuning her skills 
with experts in the fi eld that include Paul Mitchell 
in New York City and Martin Parsons. When asked 
if her salon specializes in any particular area of hair 
care, Delores notes that she “does it all.” 

The secret to her long-lasting business, she says, 
“is that I love people and I like my work. And people 
like my work.” Referencing Anthony Mancinelli, the 
107-year-old barber still cutting hair in New Windsor, 
Delores says she has no plans to pack it in any time 
soon and may just give Mr. Mancinelli a run for his 
money in the longevity department.

When New Paltz Times stopped by the salon re-

cently to chat with Delores, she was doing the hair 
of a longtime customer and friend, Shirley Fina, 
who told us why she keeps coming back to Concept 
1. “Delores is always so nice to everybody. And she 
always does such a good job; I trust her. I like what 
she does and I just let her go.”

The salon at 14 Apple Road is in a quiet neighbor-
hood of New Paltz, away from the hustle and bus-
tle of Main Street but still easy to get to. The shop 
is open Tuesday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. with a 7 p.m. closing on Thursday evenings. De-
lores is the primary stylist there, but her daughter, 
Lori Lillimagi-Boehm, a skilled hair stylist and tattoo 
artist with her own business, is available for appoint-
ments on Fridays. Walk-ins are always welcome, and 
the shop carries a full line of Redken hair products.

Delores grew up on a farm in nearby Clintondale, 
her fi rst exposure to the beauty business from an 
aunt she greatly admired, who had a beauty salon 
in the Bronx. By age 12, Delores was practicing new-
found hairstyling skills on her mother and other 
family members. After attending New Paltz High 
School for a year and graduating from Highland 
High School, she studied at the Central Academy of 
Beauty Culture in Newburgh and became a hair care 
professional herself.

Her fi rst job was at a place called “Mr. John’s” in 
Poughkeepsie, where she built up a loyal clientele 
for three years. After becoming licensed in Florida 
and working there for three years, Delores moved 

NEW PALTZ | BUSINESS

Test of time
Concept 1 Unisex Beauty Salon in New Paltz
celebrates 50 years in business

back to the Hudson Valley and Mr. John’s before 
opening her own salon. “I was really lucky in that I 
had about fi ve years in Poughkeepsie and had people 
that followed me here, plus word-of-mouth advertis-
ing from them. It’s a little challenging now, because 
there’s probably at least 15 salons in New Paltz. But 
you know what; that’s okay. I just do what I do and 
whoever I get, I’m happy.”

This year also marks the 50th anniversary of the 
1969 Woodstock concert, which brings to mind im-
ages of concertgoers in tie-dye with long, unstyled 
hair. But when Delores thinks back to the beginning 
of her career, it’s the big bouff ants she remembers 
fondly. “I hope those come back some day!” she says 
with a laugh. “I loved doing those! And in Florida, 
they were so popular.” She remembers having her 
kids in the salon with her while she worked; Lori shy 
but Frank, Jr. doing magic tricks to entertain the cli-
entele.

When it comes to the customers, she says she fi nds 
that they’re pretty much the same today as they 
were back then. “I pay so much attention to them, 
and really give them their time, and that’s what peo-
ple have always liked, I think.” Advances in technol-
ogy haven’t really aff ected her business much, other 
than her son signing her up on Facebook. “My busi-
ness is mostly word-of-mouth, I have to say. And it 
really doesn’t feel like I’ve been around for so long. 
Fifty years is a long time! I’m pretty proud of that, 
having the business last.”

She chose New Paltz as the location for her salon 
because it was a place she has always liked, she says. 
“And it was a great place to bring up my kids.” In 
addition to daughter Lori, Delores has a son, Frank 
DeMaio, who is dad to her two grandchildren, Luca 
and Frank, Jr. (Franceso). She currently lives in High-
land with her husband, Fred Ward.

“There’s just something special about New Paltz,” 
she adds. “Everybody is unique; everybody is who 
they want to be. You can go downtown and fi nd 
somebody who is 75 with grey hair and a ponytail 
and you’ve got somebody else who’s 75 with hair 
that’s colored and styled. They all do what they 
want. And I love that.” ++

Concept 1 Unisex Beauty Salon is located at 14 Apple 
Road. To make an appointment, call (845) 255-8586.

LAUREN THOMAS

Concept One Beauty Salon has been owned an operated by Delores Angelillo-Ward since 1969. This year she celebrates 
her 50 years in business in New Paltz.
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Rosendale to name
community garden
at Rondout Municipal
Center for Stephanie 
Regner

I
N BETWEEN TWO of the three prongs of the E-
shaped building on Lucas Avenue that is now 
the Rondout Municipal Center, formerly the 
Rosendale Elementary School, lies a cluster of 

raised beds used for growing vegetables for a local 
food pantry. A collaborative project between the Rond-
out Valley Growers’ Association (RVGA) and ARC of 
Ulster-Greene, they were the brainchild of RVGA out-
reach coordinator Stephanie Regner, also known in the 
community for being the director of RosenSpace and 
organizer of Rosendale’s Heart of Winter festival. On 
April 2, Regner died of breast cancer at the age of 43.

At its May 1 meeting, the Rosendale Town Board 
voted to name the community garden that she creat-
ed the Stephanie Regner Memorial Garden. The date 
for the dedication ceremony is yet to be scheduled, 
but a plaque will be mounted and a dwarf ornamen-
tal fruit tree planted to honor Regner at the site, ac-
cording to councilman Matt Igoe, who is also a board 
member at RVGA.

Deborah Meyer DeWan, who currently serves as 
agriculture advisor to State Senator Jen Metzger, was 
RVGA’s executive director at the time that the garden 
was established. “Stephanie organized RVGA’s fi rst 
Open House to coincide with planting the raised-bed 
garden, a collaboration between the ARC of Ulster-
Greene and RVGA,” she recalls. “The garden, creat-
ed by the ARC students, became a community proj-
ect, with RVGA’s intern, UlsterCorps volunteers and 
local food pantries, and took on special meaning for 
Stephanie. With Stephanie’s partner Ron [Parenti] 
working with the students to build the raised beds, 
Robin Davenport toured the farm greenhouses 
with them, and growers Mark Davenport and Linda 
Brooke Guenther showed them how to plant and 
care for vegetables and herbs over the 2017 season. 
The harvest was donated to the Rondout Valley Food 
Pantry and delivered by ARC students.” The proj-
ect provides opportunities for the developmentally 
disabled students who are clients of ARC of Ulster-
Greene to complete their community service re-
quirement, as well as to learn agricultural skills.

DeWan remembers Regner as “whimsical, imagi-
native and smart as a whip” and “the best hire I had 
the privilege to make in my career. She took on new 
and special projects as well as the mundane with 
gusto, with joy…To continue the garden and name it 
in Stephanie’s honor, with RVGA’s plan to add a fl ow-
ering fruit tree of lasting beauty, will refl ect her own 
lasting impact on RVGA and would no doubt raise 
Stephanie’s indomitable spirit. And then there was 
her irrepressible smile!”

-- Frances Marion Platt

Decision made
(Continued from page 1) 

Michele Zipp received the most votes for village 
trustee, 231, followed by 217 for Wojcik, 175 for Kerr 
and 160 for Young. Names written in for that posi-
tion included business owners Jon and Amy Cohen, 
former trustee Jean Gallucci and 44 votes for Ariana 
Basco, another former trustee now working in the 

village clerk’s offi  ce.
Tim Rogers, unopposed for mayor, received 364 

votes. Amy Cohen — a former candidate for the job — 
got eight votes and other names written in included 
deputy mayor KT Tobin, former town supervisor 
Carol Roper, current town supervisor Neil Bettez, a 
local dog named Paco and one vote for “anyone but 
Tim.”

Results will be made offi  cial after the hand count 
can be confi rmed with what’s on the machine’s 
memory card. ++
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Shaun Johnston has recently began Rosendale Outings.

ROSENDALE  | PLACE

by Frances Marion Platt

D
OWNTOWN ROSENDALE SEEMS ever-
poised on the brink of a tourism boom, 
most recently fueled by the completion of 
several links in a transcounty rail trail net-

work that should theoretically be bringing in plenty 
of visitors in search of active recreation by day and 
food, drink and entertainment by night. And yet, 
many small businesses still fi nd it challenging to stay 
afl oat; a number of Main Street storefronts have ac-
quired new tenants in recent months.

One of the newer businesses, in operation for 
about six months now, is Rosendale Waxworks, an 
artisanal candle and soap shop run by Shaun John-
ston and Wilda Gallagher. “It’s diffi  cult to promote 
Rosendale,” says Johnston. “You can’t just adver-
tise your own store; you have to promote the whole 
town.” He reached out to neighboring businesses, 
seeking a way to collaborate to create the sort of col-
lective visibility that transcends the modest advertis-
ing budget of each shop or restaurant or service in-
dividually. He found signifi cant interest, but no clear 
roadmap for working together.

So Johnston undertook to create that roadmap. 
A professional Web designer and publisher (among 
other past professions, including biochemist) who 
for a decade ran two online travel guides, http://get-
awaythehudson.com and http://getawaythecatskills.
com, he has ample experience in connecting visitors 
from New York City to weekend getaways upstate. 
But the key to making Rosendale businesses viable, 
he concluded, was to reach potential visitors closer 
to home, rather than weekenders from out-of-town. 
He wanted to make the downtown a more alluring 
option for people in New Paltz or Kingston or Stone 
Ridge who are looking for something to do on a Sat-
urday afternoon, or an outing to share with visiting 
family and friends.

Johnston’s solution: a simple, cellphone-friendly 
website called Rosendale Outings, designed to tout 
the Main Street business district’s low-key historic 
charm and funky cultural vibe. “It feels like a stage 
set. There’s nothing else like it around,” he says of 
Rosendale’s walkable downtown. “The idea of Out-
ings is to present Main Street as a mini-vacationland, 
an outing. It has an art moviehouse; there are fi ve 
restaurants on Main Street and three more on Route 
32. Its forte is entertainment. And for afternoon 

shopping it has a wild mixture of shops, with not a 
chain store in sight.”

Noting the current massive popularity of the social 
media giant Instagram, Johnston designed a web-
page that displays a similar-but-more-curated grid 
of colorful tiles, one for each participating business, 
with attractive graphics designed by himself. Click 
on any one tile and it opens up to inform the viewer 
about a giveaway, discount, special service, exhibit, 
performance or activity that a particular business 
has committed to off er during a specifi c time win-
dow: Saturday afternoons from 2 to 5 p.m. for the en-
tire current month. A few of the tiles refer to histori-
cal features or other attractions worth checking out 
in downtown Rosendale, such as the remnants of D 
& H Canal locks and cement kilns. You can maximize 
one at a time or let them scroll through like a slide-
show. At the end of each month, the entire display is 
updated, the off ers changed.

Beneath the grid of tiles, you can fi nd live links 
to websites for restaurants and other participating 
businesses. There are also a couple of download-
able, printable maps that Johnston has created: one 
of a downtown walking tour and the other a sug-
gested loop for a scenic drive, to High Falls, Stone 
Ridge, Hurley and Kingston. Another sheet is a sort 
of scavenger hunt of architectural details to look for 
in downtown Rosendale, which should bring the 
street to fascinating life for kids especially.

By way of creating a brand identity for Main 
Street, Johnston has adopted the slogan, “We may 
be the boondocks, but we’re your boondocks.” His 
plans for expansion of the website include a feature 
spotlighting prominent local characters, whom he 
has dubbed “Boondockers,” and a sort of social net-
work for regular visitors and fans, to be known as 
“Boon Companions.”

So far, downtown businesses seem excited about 
Rosendale Outings, Johnston says, as did the town’s 
Economic Development Commission when he made 
a presentation to them about the idea. He’s hoping 
for future involvement from the Chamber of Com-
merce, and perhaps some links to the Ulster County 
Tourism offi  ce to maximize outreach in the region. 
“There’s a lot of interest and enthusiasm,” he says. 
“The stores know that they have to work together. 
The Internet provides a channel to do that…No one 
person can do this.”

To check out what there is to do in Rosendale 
on any given Saturday afternoon, check out www.
rosendaleoutings.com. You can also sign up there 
to receive monthly newsletters and updates. The 
only personal information requested is your e-mail 
address and the name of your town. If you’d like to 
promote your own Rosendale-based business on the 
website, contact Shaun Johnston at (845) 658-2448, 
e-mail shaun@rosendalewaxworks.com or visit his 
shop at 415 Main Street (Route 213). ++

A roadmap
Get hot tips on Saturday afternoon specials at Rosendale Outings website

Accent Financial can provide vendor insurance for food 
trucks and food concessions, flea market and antique show 
vendors and more. Let us help you find the best insurance for 
your unique business.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:    

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

NEED VENDORS INSURANCE?

unique business.
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by Terence P Ward

R
OSARIA PEPLOW SEES the job of town 
clerk in a biblical context: it's to "keep 
peace among the people." After more than 
30 years doing just that, Peplow packed up 

last week and is retired as of May 5.
Peplow's retirement as town clerk of Lloyd may 

leave a hole, but it's a hole she's been working to fi ll 
in many ways in her more than 30 years of public 
service. Her appointed successor, Wendy Rosinski, 
has learned the ropes as Peplow's deputy and knows 
how to keep the offi  ce running smoothly until voters 
pick a permanent replacement in November. Pep-
low has also tended to offi  cial records with an eye on 

how they will be used by future historians.
The job might be narrowly defi ned, but Peplow 

is of the school of thought that town clerks are the 
gateway to all levels of government. "It is their town 
hall," she said, and as such she wants anyone who 
walks in the door to feel like they can get answers to 
all of their questions. Not all of those questions are 
about town government, as it's not always clear who 
is in charge of what to the average taxpayer. Some-
times, that means the answer to the question is sim-
ply the right person to call. "The best is being able to 

help people new to government, who have no idea 
who to call. Government is confusing. It's my job to 
make things easier." Other times, the answer may 
be, "I don't know, but I will fi nd out and get back to 
you." That's central to Peplow's philosophy: "never 
be afraid to look it up, and get back to the person."

While being town clerk might be enough "service" 
for one person, Peplow has been a community vol-
unteer throughout her time in town hall, and there's 
no sign she plans on slowing down on that front. She 
led the local PTA when she was a school parent, and 
volunteered reading to boys at the Highland Correc-
tional Facility in town. She helped found the food 
pantry, worked for decades on creating the Highland 
Landing Park and has been treasurer of the histori-

cal society for 25 years.
It was when she told a friend in the PTA that she 

was considering going back to work that she got a tip 
about a job opening in the town clerk's offi  ce. She 
became the deputy in 1985, and ran for the clerk's 
job the following year. It's a job she's retained with 
relative ease since; only three or four people have 
challenged her at the polls since.

Peplow takes her interest in history and mixes it 
with the records preservation she practiced as town 
clerk. Among the boxes she's taking home with her 
are the "history of the historical society," because she 
thinks people in the future might be curious how the 
organization functioned and what reasoning went 
into their decisions. It's with that same mindset that 
she takes minutes at town board meetings. The law 
requires her only to make a record of decisions, but 
she adds detail from the discussion to help people 
"understand why things happened." That can be im-
portant if a decision is reviewed in court, as well.

One of the founding members — and fi rst secre-
tary — of the county town clerks' association, Peplow 
also believes that the history of how town clerks or-
ganized and how it's benefi ted all residents is worth 
preserving. As the one taking minutes for a group of 
people trained to take minutes, no doubt she took 
that charge seriously.

In 1985's town hall there were no computers in 
sight, but that doesn't mean they weren't already 
embracing new technologies: the town attorney 
"faxed us resolutions for the board meetings," she 
said. It wasn't long before she realized that the sys-
tem used for collecting taxes was in desperate need 
of an upgrade. "We had huge sheets that would in-
clude the bill number, the date, the person paying, 
the section, block and lot; each page had to be tal-
lied. It was huge work for every deposit." The fi rst 
step in Lloyd was to start numbering the deposits 
to make tracking down errors easier, but what was 
really needed was a computer program. Members 
of the new town clerks' association found available 
products wanting, and successfully lobbied county 
legislators to get a program written for use in Ulster 
County. "It's such a blessing," Peplow said.

Handling cash was also more diffi  cult; every 
transaction had an adding-machine tape attached 
to show the reconciliation. Cash-handling is much 
easier with automation, which simplifi es not only 
the record-keeping but the audit trails. She might 
not miss the old ways, but she's carefully preserved 
some adding-machine printouts as well as samples 
of other practices as they vanish. "It's the historian 
in me." That, and a bit of "just in case," such as with 
the old paper hunting licenses. She held onto the 
carbon from each one, and more than once that's 
allowed someone to renew a very old license with 
fewer headaches. "I think about what is useful to fu-
ture generations, or to save for later," she explained.

The Bob Shepard Highland Landing Park is a 
subject Peplow returned to several times during 
the interview. The town's historic waterfront, over 
time, had by the turn of the century degraded into 
an abandoned oil storage facility. A great number 
of town residents worked to fi rst secure funding the 
purchase the property, then to clean it up and make 
it into a park, which was opened in 2009. While the 
park carries the name of the man who was supervi-

Keeper of records
Rosaria Peplow retires from town clerk job

Peplow has been a 
community volunteer 

throughout her time in town 
hall, and there's no sign she 
plans on slowing down on 

that front.

Rosaria Peplow.
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STAMP OUT HUNGER
Saturday, May 11, 2019

Donate these non-perishable 
food items:
pasta • dry milk • peanut butter • cereal 
rice • canned fruit • canned meats 
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carrier on May 11! Or you can drop it 
off at your local post office or nearest 
food pantry.

Please no glass jars, expired items. or open packages 
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in partnership with the National 
Association of Letter Carriers

United Way of Ulster County
450 Albany Ave., Kingston  NY 12401 

845.331.4199
We believe is that it is the right of every 

individual in Ulster County to have programs 
and services available to help them achieve 

their greatest potential.
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Susan Gilmore. Thomas Miller.

by Sharyn Flanagan

H
IGHLAND VOTERS ON May 21 will 
be asked to approve two incum-
bents running to retain their seats 
on the Highland Central School 

District Board of Education. Susan Gilmore 
and Tom Miller, running unopposed, are 
each seeking a fourth term. Also up for a 
vote will be the proposed 2019-2020 budget 
of $44,442,937 million, requiring a simple 50 
percent-plus-one vote to pass. In addition, 
a $450,246 bus proposition will be on the 
ballot. If passed, it will allow the district to 
purchase three 30-passenger buses, two sev-
en-passenger Suburban vans and two wheel-
chair buses, inclusive of all safety and com-
munications equipment. State transportation 
aid will reimburse the district for 60 percent 
of the amount, amortized over fi ve years.

The trustee positions carry three-year 
terms to begin July 1 and end June 30, 2022. 
New Paltz Times recently asked the candidates 
what they believe the greatest challenges fac-
ing the school district are and what their pri-
orities will be moving forward as a member of the board. Miller did not return 
several requests for comment, but Gilmore shared a few thoughts.

In addition to her nine years on the Highland Central School District Board 
of Education, Gilmore has represented the district as a member of the Ulster 
BOCES Board of Education for two terms. She is employed as a fi nance man-
ager for a law fi rm in Poughkeepsie.

When asked what motivates her to want to continue serving on the Highland 
BOE, Gilmore says it’s because she cares about her community, high-quality 
education and the success of the Hudson Valley. And while she does not have 
any children herself, she says she recognizes that a good education is essential 
for a prospering community and country. 

“I also want to ensure that the Highland Central School District has consistently 
high graduation rates,” she adds. “I am concerned about the fact that many par-
ents have their children opt out of standardized testing. If you think about it, we 
must have standardized education in our country. How else can we measure if 
children are receiving the same quality education, no matter where they live?”

Gilmore says she would recommend to parents that they encourage their 
child to “take the challenge” of standardized testing, noting that they may be 
“pleasantly surprised” how well their child is actually learning.

In considering the greatest challenges facing the Highland district at this 
time, Gilmore references the “tremendous stressors in education today that 

teachers and administrators have to face. Families have changed since I was a 
child; this means that we have to fund emotionally supportive learning now. This 
is a concept that was unheard of when I was young, but it’s essential today.”

Other challenges Gilmore outlines include the shrinking population that all 
school districts in the area are seeing these days along with the lack of job op-
portunities in the area and high taxes. “We must all must work to change this, 
no matter what side of the debate we are on. We need growth, and we need 
breathing room to be able to aff ord living in this wonderful place we know as 
the Hudson Valley.”

Gilmore’s work on the board of Ulster BOCES has shown her the value of 
the opportunities there for children of the Highland school district, she says, 
and she makes a point of encouraging administrators to help students benefi t 
from the programs off ered. “It’s the way to go for more students than you 
might realize,” she adds.

Gilmore is a supporter of project-based learning, maintaining that we learn 
best when actually completing a task. “I believe this type of teaching is essen-
tial in allowing students to be ahead of the game as soon as they graduate from 
high school, and I am so pleased that the Highland district is championing this 
type of learning.”

The polls will be open at the high school on Tuesday, May 21 from 6 a.m. to 
9 p.m. ++

Incumbents will remain
Two candidates fi le petitions for two open seats on the Highland School Board

sor when the purchase was completed, Peplow re-
members the dedication of many volunteers. While 
as an elected offi  cial she could not serve on the park 
association board, she did act as correspondence 
secretary. Others she names as instrumental to the 
park's success include Matt Smith and Len Auch-
moody, the former and present project managers at 
the park, as well as board member Donna Deeprose, 
who Peplow says has been instrumental in securing 
grant funding. Capping off  that process in 2017 was a 
$375,000 award from then-assembly member Frank 
Skartados to complete water and sewer hookups to 
the park; that money has not yet been received.

Summertime, when visitors to the clerk's offi  ce 
might get directions to that or other local parks, 
is also when interest in genealogy tends to ramp 
up. Birth and death records are in the town clerk's 
charge, and those building family trees tend to show 
up in the warm weather to ask questions. Some-
times, staff  members really wrack their brains to 
fi eld them: "we got one letter asking about a motel 
that was around during World War II," Peplow re-
called, wondering if the cabins were still standing. It 
turns out that they were, albeit over in Marlborough.

Keeping those records means to do it in a form 
that is accessible, and that's not always easy to do 
well. Paper, the medium of choice for centuries, has 
a limited existence in the best of circumstances. In 
the 1970s and '80s, the role of records management 
was formalized for town clerks, and it was a man-
date funded by state education grants. There was a 

serious attempt to digitize all the birth and death re-
cords some decades past, but the format fell out of 
favor and those fi les became useless. While full digi-
tization will make searching online much easier for 
amateur genealogists, the format which is preferred 
for archiving is microfi lm, because it's not likely to 
fall apart and also can be read with a fl ashlight and 
a magnifying glass if push comes to shove. Backup 
records are kept in an off -site facility, as well.

Peplow has worked to secure funding for storing 
inactive records, and she established a system for 
destroying old forms when the law allows. "There 
was no process when I got here," she said, but now 
the inactive storage fi les are all in boxes labeled with 
the contents and destroy-after date, with a system 
in place to make sure those old records are indeed 
destroyed to make room for the new. While much 
more is done electronically, paper remains a govern-
ment staple.

Beyond records management, the role of town 
clerk has expanded in other ways. "It's much more 
encompassing now," she said, some of that stem-
ming from unfunded mandates such as processing 
dog licenses. The 2011 property tax cap legislation 
carried the promise of no more unfunded state man-
dates, but they still exist. While Peplow has learned 
new skills over the years, a lot of what she knows 
is needed immediately by anyone stepping into the 
role. "Go to classes," she advises anyone new to a 
town clerk's offi  ce. She has answered many ques-
tions by calling another clerk, but she believes start-

ing with a lot of knowledge is important.
Retirement for Peplow will include more time with 

grandchildren, but she has no intention of becoming 
less involved in the town she loves. The only diff er-
ence may be that one won't be able to fi nd her by just 
stopping by town hall. ++

Organic Heirloom
Vegetable and Herb

Seedling Sale
Friday, May 17th  1 to 5 PM

Sat., May 18th  9 AM to 3 PM
Product list and directions:

www.fourwindsfarmny.com
(845) 399-0788
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tempted to stop and check out the wares. It’s a tradi-
tion that has been going on for 47 years now.

“I think it started in 1972,” says Joni Barr, an an-
tiques dealer who has served as fl ea market manager 
for the past 14 years. “It’s a fundraiser for the D & 
H Canal Historical Society. Winnie Williams was on 
the board -- she ran it for decades -- and suggested 
that they have a fl ea market to pay off  the mortgage 
on the museum building.” The ongoing event has 
been a continuous annual funding source for the 

not-for-profi t, which 
is currently in the 
process of renovating 
the recently acquired 
DePuy Canal House 
building, future home 
to the museum’s col-
lections. The roof 
has already been re-
placed, and work is in 
progress on rebuild-
ing the wooden en-
tryway extension on 
the street side of the 
former restaurant.

Grady Park, whose 
GPS address is 109 
Main Street, belongs 
to the Historical So-
ciety, so overhead 
costs for running the 

market are negligible, and they’re able to keep the 
price of participating low: only $25 per day for ten-
by-ten-foot booth. The small V-shaped park, tucked 
into the intersection of Route 213 and Old Route 213 
right next to the High Falls Post Offi  ce, is a historic 
site worth visiting in itself. “This was the canal right 
here,” says Barr, pointing to the ground at our feet. 
“There’s a lock down at the end; you can still see 
the stone ruins. When they rerouted the road back 
in the 1950s, they fi lled in the canal.” The Five Locks 
Walk is a short stroll away, its entrance alongside the 
Canal House, and a trail right across 213 leads to a 
view of the remains of an aqueduct built by Brooklyn 
Bridge engineer John A. Roebling.

The fl ea market itself is “known for vintage items,” 

according to Barr. “We have no brand-new socks or 
sunglasses here. They don’t do well…I encourage 
people with food, fl owers or plants to sell. It’s nice 
to have that variety.” Jewelry and vintage clothing 
are typically on off er, as well as housewares, small 
pieces of furniture and art. Last weekend the jewelry 
selection included hard-to-fi nd items like cuffl  inks, 
plus cameos both in and out of settings. There were 
framed maps and old movie posters, “Mid-Century 
Modern” home furnishings (very trendy with Millen-
nials), an antique trombone, an early-20th-century 
offi  ce paper cutter, an ornate silver sheath for a 
South American gaucho knife.

Some of the most intriguing pieces for sale were 
to be found in Barr’s own booth, including curious 
“patent medicine” items from the 19th century. “We 
had a ‘quack box’ last week. It would give you a 
shock when women would be ‘hysterical,’” she re-
ports. A retired habilitation specialist who worked 
with for many years at the Wassaic Developmental 
Center, Barr says, “As a second job, I’ve been buy-
ing and selling antiques since around 1976. I bought 
my fi rst antique when I was around 19 years old.” 
In recent years her specialty has been antique dolls; 
her new shop, Celestial Dolls, is due to open in Sau-
gerties this summer.

While the fl ea market draws a “mixed crowd,” in-
cluding “a lot of City people” up for the weekend, 
many customers have been coming every Sunday for 
years to see what old things are new. “We’re waiting 
here the night before for them to open,” jokes one 
regular, Larry Silver of Stone Ridge. “I always try to 
stop by. I collect old toys.” At Barr’s booth, no toys 
are on display this week, but a broken wooden cigar 
box topped by a vintage Buster Brown advertising 
logo proves irresistible to Silver at the price of one 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Phillip Leeming of High Falls works in the fashion industry. He says he has found many 
inspiring pieces amongst the wares off ered by Anne DiNardi at the High Falls Flea Market.

Alexis Nigro and Ovi Horta scope out some vintage Pyrex at the High Falls Flea Market last 
weekend.

Something old
(Continued from page 1) 
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A selection of antique bottles from the collection of Bill Clarke at the High Falls Flea 
market.

The High Falls Flea Market is open every Sunday through October.

dollar.
Many of the vendors are also regulars. “It varies. 

We have a set group of people who’ve been coming 
for years, but there’s also a nice selection of people 
who are cleaning out Grandma’s house or cleaning 
out a barn.” Estate sales are a prime source for the 
items Barr has on display as well.

Last weekend’s market was rescheduled to Sat-
urday after a string of rainy Sundays, but this is a 
highly unusual occurrence. The vendors are eager to 
get out there, even if the weather isn’t optimal. “We 
make the call that morning. If it’s teeming rain, we 
cancel,” Barr says. For updates, visit www.facebook.
com/pages/category/Shopping---Retail/High-Falls-
Flea-Market-185040514978344. If you’re interested 
in becoming a vendor, instructions and a download-
able form can be found at www.canalmuseum.org/

sunday-fl ea-market2.
Market hours are from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., on-street 

parking is available and there’s no cost to come by 

and browse. But don’t expect to walk away without 
some aff ordable antique trinket you never knew you 
needed, just calling your name. ++ 
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LAUREN THOMAS

Anne (Dietz) Benedetto with her daughters three year-old Abigail and six year-old Emma. 
On July 1 of last year Abigail nearly drowned in the family pool and Emma was able to pull 
her up from the bottom by her feet.

by Erin Quinn

O
NE OF OUR bravest acts is 
to love – to truly love some-
thing, because in an instant 
it could be gone.

So, what do we do? We try to nur-
ture, protect, guard against all that 
could harm our vulnerable loved ones. 
And still, those cracks appear: those 
slivers in time that stay with you forev-
er, where something you cherished be-
yond life itself suddenly slips through 
and you try to push the walls of time 
back, like some superhero trying to 
shore up a city from an impending 
earthquake. But we are not superhe-
roes and we are not immortal. We are 
just people doing the best we can to 
love our children and keep them safe.

One of these crevices appeared on 
July 1 of last year, when the Dietz family 
was having an impromptu summer get-
together at their brother Billy’s house 
off  Springtown Road in New Paltz. “We 
had a birthday party for one of the kids 
the day before, and there was still a lot 
of food and it was a hot day, so a bunch 
of the family gathered again at Billy’s 
house by the pool,” remembered Ellen 
Dietz, one of seven adult Dietz siblings.

A hot day in July. A pool. Leftover 
food. Kids swimming and jumping and 
squealing. Siblings and sisters-in-laws 
and brothers-in-law and nieces and 
nephews and grandmothers just shoot-
ing the breeze. Anne Benedetto, also a 
Dietz sibling, was treading water in the 
pool catching her son Andrew as he 
leaped off  the small diving board. Off  
to the side was his twin, three-year-old 
Abigail, who was cautious around wa-
ter, preferring to stand back and play 
on the deck. But something must have 
caught her eye. Maybe she was reaching for a fl oat in 
the water, or looking at her refl ection, or inching a 
little too close – and she just slipped underneath the 
water without notice. Her cousins continued to play 
and splash, and the adults were all right there, but 
no one saw her fall to the bottom.

It was her sister, six-year-old Emma, who noticed 
Abigail’s pigtails at the bottom of the pool and, with-
out prompting or hesitation, instinctively dove to 
the bottom and dragged her sister up by her feet. 
Suddenly everything went silent. The air tightened; 
shadows froze. Abigail was not breathing. She was 
grey. Ann, a pediatric nurse, ran to her daughter 
and started doing CPR. She just kept pressing and 
pressing and checking her airway and pulse and 
pressing again. “I still don’t know how I did it,” she 

said. “One part of me went into automatic pilot, but 
another part of me was terrorized. I kept thinking 
that Andrew would not have a twin to grow up with 
-- that something was terribly wrong and someone 
had to fi x it and fi x it now, because this couldn’t be 
happening.”

After almost fi ve minutes of CPR by her own moth-
er, Abigail choked and coughed up water. Although 
the relief of seeing life come back into her baby’s 
body was a wave of relief, they knew they were so 
not out of the woods, as they didn’t know how long 
she’d been under the water, if there was any brain 
damage.

Abigail is almost four now, and healthy and hap-
py, and Emma is slated to receive the Ulster Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Award for saving her sister’s life. Her 
mother Anne will receive one, too. But for the Dietz 

family, seeing Abigail go from pale and 
lifeless and having drowned to smiling 
and talking and running around the 
backyard with her twin brother is the 
only reminder that they need as to how 
fortunate they were.

“If my daughter had not known CPR, 
or Emma hadn’t have seen her, I can’t 
imagine. I just can’t imagine,” said 
Donna Dietz, grandmother to 20, who 
is still traumatized by that day. “It was 
a miracle, an absolute miracle, and we 
just want to make sure that what hap-
pened to us does not happen to anyone 
else.”

To that end, the Dietz family, so 
grateful for this outcome, for Anne and 
Ellen’s ability to perform CPR and the 
lessons they had to learn about water 
and pool safety the hard way, want to 
pass it forward to the community that 
they love so dear. On May 18, the Dietz 
family will host their fi rst formal an-
nual community get-together, to which 
everyone is invited, at their Meadow 
property along the Wallkill River at 440 
Springtown Road. They will have the 
Rescue Squad there to off er free, easy 
CPR courses, so that anyone can learn 
how to save a life.

The Woodcrest Community of Rifton 
will be there to serve hot dogs and ham-
burgers and lunch for free. Several of 
the Dietz sisters will be baking cookies 
and treats for friends, neighbors and 
community members. Peter Bowers, 
owner of PDQ in New Paltz, generously 
off ered to make up and provide lami-
nated lifeguard lanyards with whistles 
and a checklist for how to host a pool 
party or get-together safely.

“That’s what we learned from Char-
lene Mitchell [a head guard at the 
Moriello Pool in New Paltz] last year 
after the incident,” said Donna. “She 

explained that a great system was to designate one 
person every half-hour to be the lifeguard, and they 
do not talk to anyone, they don’t eat or drink; they 
just watch the pool. When their turn is up, they pass 
of the lifeguard lanyard and whistle to the next per-
son. That way there is always someone watching the 
pool.”

At the May 18 event, there will be staff  from the 
Moriello Pool on hand to discuss simple ways of en-
suring safety for people with children around pools – 
particularly private pools, as drowning is the second 
leading cause of death in children 18 and under, and 
even higher in children one to seven years of age.

“We learned a lot,” said Ellen. “Not only is it im-
portant to have one person designated to watch the 
pool, but it’s also dangerous for these kids to have 
swimmies on” – the infl atable armbands that allow 
children to fl oat who cannot swim – “or the masks 
that cover their noses.” The fl otation devices give 
parents or guardians a false sense of security when 
really they are often cheaply made, can pop and de-
fl ate, or the child could fall forward with his or her 

Abigail’s story
Dietz family will host pool safety gathering May 18

3 Park Lane, Highland, NY 12528
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face underwater and no ability to get up, as the fl oats 
keep them from fully using their arms. “You either 
need to be in the water with them, or have them in 
there with a certifi ed instructor, or they shouldn’t be 
in the pool,” said Don Dennis, a lifeguard instructor 
from the Rochester area.

“The average person isn’t aware of this, just as we 
were not aware of this,” said Ellen. “So, we want 
to make this an event that can help educate people 
just like us in our community. If we can teach some 
people basic CPR, or get them to use this lifeguard 
system, and it saves one life at some point, then it is 
worth its weight in gold.”

Donna concurred. “We went down to Virginia 
Beach after that incident, like we do every year with 
our family, and we were changed people,” she said. 
“We had those lifeguard signs made up, and every 
time we were near a pool or ocean, we made sure 
that there was at least one adult focused on the kids 
in the water. That was their job. It can happen so 
quick – so quick. I still can’t believe it. I always help 
with the social on Sundays at St. Joseph’s Church, 
and wasn’t planning to go over to Billy’s because I 
wanted to get home and wash my tablecloths and 
clean up, but that Sunday I decided to stop by. I can 
still see it all…” she said, getting choked up. 

“There are times when I close my eyes and it all 
comes right back, and it’s horrifying,” said Anne. 
“But then I look at Abigail and just catch a smile or 
a giggle from her, and no matter how hard my day 
was, or how dirty the house is, or some other thing 
I’m upset about, I remind myself that it’s just not im-
portant. She’s what’s important.”

Ellen, having worked as a paramedic for years, ex-
plained that, “because so many people were afraid 
of doing mouth-to-mouth to help revive someone, 
the American Heart Association got together, and 
it is not longer required for you to put your mouth 
on anyone! No one has that to fear. You just need to 
learn the basic compression techniques; and what it 
boils down to is to just keep pressing and keep the 
blood fl owing. If you can keep the heart pumping 
with your hands, you have a chance. And that’s what 
we all had: We had a chance with Abigail.”

Everyone and anyone is encouraged to come out 
to The Meadow on 440 Springtown Road in New 
Paltz on May 18, enjoy some lunch, listen in on some 
basic CPR demonstrations, get a free “Lifeguard on 
Duty” lanyard and whistle, listen in on some lifesav-
ing pool tips for people with children and just see 
familiar faces or let the kids run around and make 
some friends. It will run from 12 noon to 4 p.m. ++
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SATURDAY, MAY 11 • 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
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Shift ing concerns
(Continued from page 1) 

to stop the CVS project. While many nearby neigh-
bors of Ferris Woods did appear, board members 
also heard testimony about the wider proposal to 
amend the comprehensive plan and pass zoning to 
match. More than an hour was spent listening to 
those views, and the hearing was held open as well.

Members of the New Paltz Climate Action Coali-
tion see this as an opportunity to add a ban on power 
plants and related facilities in the four newly-created 
zones. State rule changes have made it very attractive 
to site small power plants in the mid-Hudson Valley, 
and anything under 25 megawatts of power is regu-
lated through local zoning. Most local zoning does 
not mention power plants, and that can mean it’s al-
lowed by default. They off ered additional language 
to prevent these small plants, which are themselves 
powered with fossil fuels, from being constructed lo-

cally. On top of that, they off ered to help write rules 
to aggressively pursue energy-effi  cient green build-
ing techniques, to mitigate ever-worsening climate 
change impacts.

Others had technical advice. John Gotto suggested 
tweaks to language to protect from terra-forming 
lots, while Toni Hokanson questioned the thorough-
ness of the traffi  c and build-out analyses. Former 
Planning Board member Lynn Bowdery identifi ed 
the introduction of design guidelines as a watershed 
moment in town zoning.

When discussing the law later in the meeting, 
council members confi rmed with advisor Michael 

Zierler that the contract to look at traffi  c only called 
for a traffi  c study if the new zoning appeared to gen-
erate more vehicle trips than the present law would, 
and that that is not the case. He also explained that 
the fi scal impacts Hokanson was expecting with the 
build-out analysis are not required. Nevertheless, a 
company representative will be asked to come ex-
plain the methodology used.

The Ferris Woods testimony at times veered too 
narrow to be any use for improving this zoning, but 
provided a glimpse into a type of tension implicit 
to New Paltz. Of eleven homes on the dead-ends 
Brouck Ferris Boulevard and Grave Avenue, four are 
owned by members of the Panessa family who seek 
to develop the wetlands-riddled parcel at the end 
into an apartment complex. Under the new scheme, 
this area would become R-1 zoning, which wouldn’t 
allow for such density; the original suggestion was 
A-1.5, which would have made it even more diffi  cult 
to move forward. Other longtime Ohioville residents 
see the Panessas as good neighbors, but newer 
homeowners don’t feel nearly that neighborly. All 
they see are worries like a marked increase in traffi  c, 
and risks to shallow wells. Panessa family members 
say they’ve never hidden their right to develop the 
parcel, but new neighbors counter that if they want-
ed to do that, they shouldn’t have sold the access to 
Route 299 which was once part of the same parcel.

Feeling blindsided, other residents of Brouck Fer-
ris Boulevard are mounting their campaign in any 
theater which comes available. Most of them did 
frame their comments in the context of the new zon-
ing, focusing on improved pedestrian access to Ohio-
ville via the Empire State Trail, upon which the new 
rules would capitalize. Others who will benefi t from 
the proposed hamlet zoning for Ohioville also called 
that out as a big win.

Feeling targeted, Panessa family members have 
signaled that they’re willing to take the fi ght to court 
to protect their interests. Their engineer, Peter Seta-
ro, laid out a case that town council members aren’t 
taking the hard look at impacts required under state 
environmental laws, and argued that this is “exclu-
sionary zoning” intended to keep apartment build-
ings out. He asserted that data show too little multi-
unit housing complexes in the town, but he didn’t 
specify whether he is aware that the village is fully 
part of the town.

The process being followed to review this law, Zi-
erler later told town council members, is more than 
suffi  cient to take a hard look. Obtaining studies prior 
to making a determination of environmental signifi -
cance is part of a process referred to as “extended 
EAF.” Judges have found that it’s acceptable to re-
view questions while completing the environmental 
assessment form, and that this may prevent the need 
for an environmental impact statement entirely. A 
similar process was used to review the Zero Place 
project in the village.

“People aren’t coming to New Paltz to live in apart-
ments,” said business owner AJ Ross.

Ohioville resident Fawn Tantillo disagreed on that 
count, saying that the demand for age-segregated 
housing is high. She was also not sympathetic to the 
newcomers, noting that “they knew what the zoning 
was when they moved there.”

However, as Laura Deney put it, “zoning is not a 
contract,” and can be legally changed.

This particular zoning won’t be changed yet. 
Council members agreed to continue the hearing 
until May 16. ++

money, or reduce carbon emissions, or both. Un-
der the rules for CCAs, the default option — Central 
Hudson — would be replaced with a new default pro-
vider, selected based on criteria such as carbon foot-
print and price per kilowatt hour. Getting there is a 
bit complex, and Town Board members are starting 
the process a bit after their village colleagues. A pub-
lic hearing has been set for May 16. Should council 
members pass a law enabling the creation of a CCA 
after closing that hearing, they will next have to hire 
an administrator. These are certifi ed in managing 
these new constructs, and the selected administra-
tor by law must start with a public information cam-
paign to educate and solicit input. Negotiations will 
take place and a default provider selected. Accounts 
now under Central Hudson would be transferred 
at that time, but customers would continue only to 
have that one Central Hudson bill to pay. Anyone 
who has already chosen a diff erent supplier will con-
tinue under the terms of that agreement. ++

Power to the people
(Continued from page 1) 

The engineer for the 
developers on the Ferris 

Woods senior housing 
apartment complex 

remarked about whether 
this entire zoning process 

might be built around 
stopping a specifi c project.

1606 Ulster Ave., Lake Katrine, NY • 336-8080 12 Month 0% Interest Financing Available

May 10, 11, & 12

15% Off

POOLS • SPAS • PATIO FURNITURE
www.aquajetpools.com

• Bioguard 
Chlorine 
& ABC 
Softswim

• Spaguard Spa 
Chemicals

• Nets, Vacuum 
Heads & 
Brushes

• Bioguard  
Algaecide

• Solar Covers & DE

BioGuard® Tru-Blue 

Promise® Program 

are trademarks of 

Bio-Lab, Inc.

“DIVE” INTO SUMMER Savings!

Servicing your community 
for over 40 years

SUMMER’S
COMING!

Are you ready?

\4
WHY PRINT?

The record A newspaper can 
be archived and used by future 
generations to learn about 
our time. Web posts are often 
edited several times and rarely 
well archived. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is changing, but 
local, on-the-ground, fact-checked jour-
nalism is needed now more than ever. We 
believe it’s important for the entire com-
munity, regardless of economic position, 
to have access to the local news that im-
pacts their lives most. That’s why we don’t 
place our online content behind a paywall. 
But good, local journalism costs money to 
produce. That’s where you come in. We’re 
asking our online readers: If you value 
what we do, please consider making a 
contribution. Your help will ensure inde-
pendent, locally owned journalism will 
continue to thrive in your community. 
You’ll also receive a complimentary e-sub-
scription and be entered to win tickets to 
the best local events. 
For more: hudsonvalleyone.com/support 

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1



June 14, 2012  •  17  May 9, 2019 • 17  New Paltz Times 
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Carolyn Reeves

by Dayna Thomas

E
ASYGOING, STYLISH AND wise 
are some of the many words that 
best describe New Paltz High 
School (NPHS) senior Carolyn 

Reeves. Whether she is shocking others 
with her bold hair colors and leopard- 
print clothing, eye-catching art pieces, 
or her clever yet intelligent thoughts and 
sense of humor, Reeves is always putting 
herself out there. 

Reeves has been taking art classes ever 
since she could, starting around age four. 
In second grade she began taking formal 
fi ne arts classes at the New Paltz Art Stu-
dio with Lisa Chason. She refi ned her 
technical skills for almost a decade with 
an equal balance of creative freedom. 

“It’s always something that I’ve done 
passively but passionately,” says Reeves. 
“It never occurred to be that stopping 
was an option because it became a part 
of me.” 

Her artistic career brought her to AP 
Studio Art at NPHS, which if you ask any-
one that is enrolled in it, is no joke. The 
class is extremely demanding of the stu-
dents’ time and energy as a professional 
quality piece is due at the end of every 
week. Although this class is undoubtedly 
intense, it has allowed Reeves to grow as 
an artist, as well as secure her style. 

“Although it is formal painting, it pres-
ents more like graphic design,” com-
ments Reeves on her style. “A lot of peo-
ple like what I do, which has been really 
encouraging, and it’s diff erent from what 
my other classmates are doing.” 

Reeves’ concentration for her AP Stu-
dio Art class is a culmination of her ex-
periences as a teenager as well as her ob-
servations on the world around her, titled 
American Youth Culture: Refl ections and 
Infl uences.

“It’s very personal, because obviously I 
am part of the American youth culture,” 
says Reeves. “I fi nd that the pieces that 
I make are very much infl uenced by the 
week that I had, whether that be personal 
experiences, things I have learned in my 
classes or even a post on Twitter.” 

This type of self-refl ection through art 
has allowed Reeves necessary time to 
think back and process all that she has 
seen and done throughout the week. 
Reeves enjoys taking a satirical approach to the is-
sues that she tackles, which leaves a presumed light-
ness to sometimes heavy issues and makes her work 
stand out from others.

Another large part of Reeves’ high school career 
has been her involvement in the Science Research 
class, a three-year exploratory class that gives her 

college credit through SUNY Albany. For the fi nal 
project of her cumulative research over the past 
three years, Reeves is focusing on risk taking in 
adolescence, and whether or not observation from 

diff erent age groups changes that be-
havior.  

Although this has been a lengthy 
time commitment for Reeves, her 
outward perspective and ability to 
capture the bigger idea of things has 
helped her through not only this proj-
ect, but also in life. 

“I think I have a very outward per-
spective,” says Reeves confi dently. 
“The way that I perceive and analyze 
the world around me is through an 
abstract perspective. I always focus on 
the big picture idea of things.” 

Reeves is the only senior that has 
been enrolled in the class for the full 
three years, which is a testament to 
her dedication to the topic and her 
research. Although the work has been 
intense and at some times grueling, it 
has been just as rewarding. Reeves is 
greatly looking forward to her presen-
tation of her research and fi ndings at 
the annual high school symposium on 
May 29. 

“Since my project required human 
participants, I had to approach a lot of 
people to get involved with the study, 
and there were a lot of moving parts,” 
says Reeves excitedly. “Now I have all 
my data, and I just have to analyze it. 
It’s really exciting looking at all my 
work as numbers on a spreadsheet!”

Reeves will be attending SUNY Alba-
ny in the fall, she is currently interested 
in studying international relations and 
philosophy. On her recent trip to Ne-
pal with The Maya Gold Foundation, 
Reeves was not only able to leave her 
mark as an artist by painting a mural at 
the Ganesh Primary School in Bhakta-
pur, but was also able to visit the U.S. 
Embassy and see the inner workings 
of the United States government in a 
foreign country, making her passion 
“seem like something tangible.”

“I’ve been in a bubble of living in the 
United States and then an even small-
er bubble of New Paltz,” says Reeves. 
“Getting a completely new perspective 
is really important to me.” 

Moving forward, Reeves is open to 
taking the road less traveled, as she is 
always up for a bit of a challenge. For 
Reeves, the adventure of life doesn’t 
come from taking the easy way out, it’s 

all what you make of it.
“I don’t want to live on the beaten path,” says 

Reeves smiling. “I’m looking forward to seeing what 
I create for myself.” ++  

Carolyn Reeves.

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

m 

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

Fully Licensed & Insured

Heating - Air Conditioning - Refrigeration - Plumbing

845.406.0939
forestairhvac.com 

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley



 New Paltz Times 18 •  May 9, 2019

by Rich Corozine

N
EW PALTZ BOYS lacrosse, treading water 
the past few years on the road to respect-
ability, may view this season as the fi nal 
breakthrough one; the season where the 

youth feeder program is starting to show results. At 
5-3 on the season after splitting matches with Wash-
ingtonville (a 10-8 loss) and Goshen (a 9-7 win) last 
week, the Huguenots are on the verge of getting back 
into the Section Tournament that they just missed 
out on last season (after making the cut the previous 
three years). So it has been one step forward, then 
one back.

"I think this year we can improve on the past sea-
sons dramatically," says long-time coach Ron Con-
stable, "our junior's are the fi rst group that started 
playing in the youth program and this year we've 
already beaten Rondout, Saugerties and Millbrook, 
teams we've always had trouble with in the past" 
Well, against Washingtonville (and then Goshen) 
it certainly looked like it. New Paltz, after a 1-1 fi rst 
quarter -- New Paltz score by Jayden Brown at 4:38 
-- opened it up with three straight goals to end the 
half up 5-3, with goalkeeper Giovanni Guido making 
three or four tough saves over the last two minutes. 
Aidan Cuppett opened the second quarter with a 
score at 9:53 to give the Huguenots a 2-1 lead. After 
Washingtonville scored two goals a minute apart to 
lead 3-2, Daegan Cronin tied it at 3-3 on a score from 
the outside at 5:16. Cuppett scored his second goal at 
2:36 to give New Paltz back the lead at 4-3 and Brett 
Fischer scored the Huguenot's fi fth goal at 2:00, be-
fore Guido added his heroics on defense.

Washingtonville recouped in the third quarter, 
scoring six goals mostly inside, fi nding the creases in 
the New Paltz defense, with Abe Weidenkeller and 
Cronin scoring for New Paltz. It was 9-7 after three. 
Fischer scored his second goal in the fourth quar-
ter to make it 9-8, but Washingtonville scored late to 

clinch it. Guido had 15 (mostly diffi  cult) saves in the 
match."I thought we played really well against a very 
good team," added Constable, alluding to the fact 
that just a couple years ago the Huguenots wouldn't 
have stood a chance against a team like the Wizards.

And if that was the case, the win over Goshen -- an-
other team that usually beats the Huguenots -- sent 
Constable and his team into paroxysms of joy. It was 
Weidenkeller with a hat trick, Cronin with two goals 
and an assist; Cuppett and Oscar Zandonella a goal 
and a assist each; with Fischer and Baas Keesen with 
a goal apiece. Guido had ten saves in goal.

The New Paltz girls, winless a year ago, won not 
only their second game of the season, but by beating 
Washingtonville 14-8 last Monday, recorded the big-
gest win in their ten-year history. With a decade-long 
pursuit of a winning record, the Huguenots are still 
not there...but they are showing signs. Beating Dou-
ble A Washingtonville just could be the turning point 
for the Huguenots. "It was our best game, probably 
ever," said fi rst-year varsity coach Ryan Cronin, who 
helped develop the feeder youth program that is be-
ginning to show results. "Everyone had a role in this 
win," added Cronin. "Everybody played their role 
perfectly; everyone was involved. It was 6-6 at the 
half and we outscored them 8-2 in the second-half."

Ava Cronin led the Huguenots with eight goals and 
an assist; with Hailey Osborne with three goals and a 
pair of assists; Maddy Garcia a goal and two assists; 
Kelly Hansen a goal and an assist; Viv  Kay a goal and 
assists; and Danielle Takacs three assists. Payton 
Curley had 13 saves in goal.

The girls came back to earth a bit on Thursday, los-
ing to Saugerties 14-8, with Cronin scoring four goals 
with two assists; Garcia three with an assist; and a 
solo goal for Viv Kay. Curley made 12 stops in goal.

The Highland girls, looking all-the-world like a 
one-woman team, actually has developed a pretty 
strong program, making Sections the past three sea-
son and with All-Star Liz Fino scoring goals by the 

dozens. Fino had ten goals in each of the Huskies' 
games this week -- a 24-15 loss to Warwick and a 20-
15 win over FDR. Running-buddy, Nicole Iapoce, 
scored fi ve times against Warwick and FDR, with 
Emma Beck scoring a pair against the Presidents and 
JoJo Williams a solo eff ort. Tasheca McGhee-Williams 
had 16 saves against Warwick; 12 against FDR. Fino, a 
junior, who just committed to Division 1 Central Con-
necticut, set a State record last week with a 16-goal 
game and has 325 for her career (the State scoring 
record is 505).

The Gold Standard for local lacrosse is the High-
land boys team, infused -- like with the girls team 
-- with players from Marlboro, just keeps winning 
and putting up big numbers. The reigning Class C 
champions, moved up to Class B and  just keep on 
winning. Last week it was Middletown (a 17-1 victory) 
and a very tough Valley Central (6-5 win). Against 
Middletown, it was Christian Canino with four goals 
and an assist; Ethan Esposito three goals; Jack Young 
two goals and an assist; Michael Caso a pair of goals; 
Jake Ward two goals; Chris Hammond a goal and an 
assist; Dann Rusk a goal and two assists; Frank Guidi 
and Dean Klotz a goal apiece; and an assist for An-
thony Lettieri. Against Valley Central, it was Canino 
with four more goals, with Hammond and Roger 
Hegeman with solo goals; with Rusk with two assists 
and Caso, Hammond and Hegeman  one apiece. Len-
ny Casabura had one save and Alex Martinez three 
against the Middies; with Casabura making six stops 
against Valley Central.

This week the Highland girls (3-5) are at Washing-
tonvlle and the New Paltz girls (2-7) are a O'Neill on 
Wednesday, May 8 at 4 p.m. with the Huskies hosting 
Pine Bush on Friday, May 10 at 4 p.m. and Red Hook 
visiting New Paltz on Friday, May 10 at 4 p.m..

And the Highland boys (10-2) visit Cornwall on 
Thursday, May 9 at 4 p.m. and New Paltz on Friday, 
May 10 at 4 p.m. ++

New Paltz and Highland lacrosse and the Gold Standard

New Paltz boys Aidan Cuppett.

New Paltz boys Jayden Brown.New Paltz girls Ava Cronin. PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

New Paltz boys Julian Dorman.

New Paltz boys Brett Fischer.New Paltz boys Daegan Cronin.
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New Paltz and Highland track

New Paltz track, both boys and girls, stayed un-
defeated in dual meets by running over Dover last 
week -- boys 134-6; girls 116-24. 

For the boys, it was triple wins for Joseph Ayala in 
the 800, 1600 and 3200; and Sean Geisler in the 110 
and 400 hurdles and triple jump; with solo wins for 
Mike Pisciotta in the 100; Yasha Tamarchenko in the 
200; Javaughn Gooden in the 400; Jaden Thomas-
Makarian in the high jump;  Michael Fillette in the 
long jump; Kenny Verney in the shot put; Sam Lieb-
man in the discus; and Noah Brown in the pole vault. 
New Paltz also swept the relays.

For the girls it was doubles for Abbie Santos in 
the shot and discus; Kiera Coulard-Smith in the 200 
and pole vault;  and Amelia St. John in the 1500 
and 3000; with solo wins for Sin Walsh in the 400 
hurdles, Ana Kimber in the 100,  Orla Clasby in the 
400,  Hailey Dippel in the 100 hurdles and Elizabeth 
Sheehy in the high jump.  New Paltz also swept the 
relays.

Highland track lost to Wallkill on both sides of the 
gender: both boys and  girls by 122-18. For the boys: 
Tim Petty won the 400; for the girls: Brooke Harris 
won the 400 hurdles and Marie Ling the discus.

New Paltz hosts Marlboro on Tuesday, May 7 (too 
late for this edition of the New Paltz Times); while 
Highland hosts Spackenkill on Wednesday, May 8 at 
4 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

Baseball/soft ball roundup

New Paltz softball continues to roll, with Abbi 
Finch pitching the Huguenots’ second no-hitter of 
the season: a fi ve-inning 12-0 win over Webutuck, 
striking out seven and helping herself with 2-3, a 
double and three RBI's. Jordan Giancola went 2-4; 
Natalya Knoth 3-4, with a home run, double and four 
RBI's; Lizzy Byers 2-3 with a home run and two RBI's; 
and Cassidy Thacker a double and RBI.  Then it was 
freshman phenom Alex Frenza hurling a complete 
game two-hitter, striking out eight in a 15-2 win over 
Wallkill; with Giancola with two hits and three RBI's; 
and Kate Bennett two hits and two RBI's. And wrap-
ping up the 3-0 week was Frenza with another gem 
in a 4-0 win over Red Hook, allowing one hit and 
striking out 12 (but with nine walks); with Bennett 
a double and triple and two RBI's; and Knoth and 
Finch two hits apiece.

New Paltz baseball clubbed Highland 12-1, with 
Aidan Hoff man throwing a one-hitter over fi ve in-
nings and Patrick Murphy with a home run, double 
and three RBI's. Then it was 9-2 over Wallkill, with 
Hoff man getting the win in relief with three innings 
of shutout two-hit pitching; with Murphy with two 
hits and two RBI's; Alex Baressde two hits and an 
RBI; and Ted Saracino a hit and two RBI's.

Both Highland baseball and softball continue to 
struggle -- losing to Rondout: baseball 10-0, softball 
14-7 in nine innings, as Paige Dauenheimer homered 
with two RBI's and Adriana Scalo had three hits. 
Highland baseball then lost 22-0 to Saugerties, with 
Ethan Thompson and Matt Malheiro with the only 
hits; and 12-2 to FDR, with Julian Meltz 2-3 and Eric 
Nuessel 2-3.

New Paltz softball (8-1) hosts Marlboro on Thurs-
day, May 9 at 4 p.m.; while baseball (3-6) hosts We-
butuck on Wednesday, May 8 at 4 p.m. and Marlboro 
on Thursday, May 9 at 4 p.m. 

Highland baseball (1-9) has make-up games (TBA); 
while softball (0-8) hosts Wallkill on Wednesday, May 
8 at 4 p.m. and travels to Millbook on Friday, May 10 
at 4 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland tennis

New Paltz stayed unbeaten at 7-0 with wins over 
Red Hook 5-0 and Ellenville 5-0. Against Red Hook, it 
was Noah Kalus 6-0, 6-0 at fi rst singles;  Isaac Cheru-
iyot 6-0, 6-0 at second singles; and Ryan Hovey 6-1, 
6-1 at third singles; Dan Rober-Dan Balutowski 6-0, 
6-0 at fi rst doubles; and Noah Leone-Hawk Kosofsky 
6-0, 6-1 at second singles. Against Ellenville,  it was 
Cheruiyot 6-2, 6-0 at fi rst singles; Hovey 6-0, 6-0 at 
second singles; and Balutowski 6-0, 6-2 at third sin-
gles; Rober and Leone 6-1, 6-0 at fi rst doubles; and 
Henry Ferland-Kosofsky 6-2, 6-2 at second singles

Highland dropped a 3-2 match with Saugerties and 
then topped Marlboro 4-1. Against Saugerties, the 
wins went to Minh Tran 6-4, 6-4 at second singles 
and John Shebey 6-4, 6-4 at third singles. And against 
Marlboro, it was Tran 6-2, 6-3 at second singles; Jack-
ie Xiao 6-3, 6-4 at third singles; Paul Cusa-John She-
bey 6-1, 6-0 at fi rst doubles; and Highland by forfeit 
at second doubles. 

New Paltz (7-0) and Highland (2-5) have make-up 
matches this week (TBA).

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland girls golf

The Huguenots defeated the Huskies 144-172, with 
Alex Cymbal carding 40 and Aracely Watson 50. 
MacKenzie Mason led Highland with 52 and Kylie  
VanZandt a 57. The Huguenots raised their record 
to 5-1 with wins over Red Hook 136-196 and Monroe-
Woodbury 158-176. Against Red hook it was Cymbal 
with 40 and Watson 47; and against Monroe it was 
Watson with 47 and Peyton Goldleaf 49.

Highland is at 3-2 on the season, splitting with 
Minisink Valley ad Onteora. Against  Minisink (a 129-
163 loss) and Onteora (163-208 win) the Huskies were 

Javaughn Gooden.

led by VanZandt with 49 and Devon Cooper with 50
-- Rich Corozine

Rock the Ridge recap

Now in its seventh year, Rock The Ridge, a 50-mile 
endurance challenge, was held on Saturday, May 4 
in New Paltz. Over 600 runners, walkers and hikers 
registered to traverse a course across carriage roads 
and trails along the Shawangunk Ridge and raised 
$300,000 to support the Preserve’s mission to pro-
tect the Shawangunk Mountains region and inspire 
people to care for, enjoy and explore their natural 
world.

The 50-mile format of Rock The Ridge is based on 
the “Kennedy Challenge” issued in 1962 when Presi-
dent Kennedy challenged the U.S. Marines to cover 
50 miles in 20 hours. The event’s 24-hour time limit 
allows walkers and hikers, as well as runners, to 
complete the event.

Jason Friedman was the fi rst fi nisher with a time of 
7:01:18. The fi rst female fi nisher was Jemma Howlett 
with a time of 7:55:03.

Winners Circle: First place male -- Jason Friedman, 
7:01:18; second place male -- Etan Levavi, 7:02:52; 
third place male -- Kirk Theofanides, 7:30:11; fi rst 
place female -- Jemma Howlett, 7:55:03; second place 
female -- Holly Chase, 8:13:51; third place female -- 
Brooke Drumbore, 8:41:53; male masters -- Murat 
Koksel, 7:43:10; female masters -- Stephanie Marden, 
9:26:38; male grand masters -- Keith Riddiford, 
8:42:20; female grand masters -- Nancy Broughel, 
8:45:20; male senior grand masters -- Stewart Dut-
fi eld, 9:54:38; female senior grand masters -- Kathy 
Walker, 10:22:48; fi rst place team relay -- Breaking 
The Cycle, 5:56:25; second place team relay -- Lance 
and Jan, 7:03:25; third place team relay -- Hillrazors, 
7:27:32.

“The Preserve thanks all of the Ridge Rockers who 
went the extra mile -- or 50 -- to support our mission 
of inspiring people to care for, enjoy and explore 
their natural world,” said Mohonk Preserve Director 
of Marketing and Communications Gretchen Reed, 
who hiked the fi rst leg of the course as part of a re-
lay team. “We are also grateful to the Preserve board 
and staff , over 150 volunteers, our race sponsors and 
our race organizers, whose team eff ort made this 
event such a success.”
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
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Please join me in re-electing Sophia 
Skiles to the Board of Education

A school board member should be committed to 
creating a school culture K-12 for children to learn 
and grow in a healthy and safe environment. A 
school board member should listen deeply to voic-
es of the community, encouraging their collective 
power to solve problems creatively. A school board 
member should demonstrate energetic, evidence-
based leadership, especially in the face of transition.

Sophia Skiles has demonstrated these qualities 
during the past three years serving children and our 
community as a member of the New Paltz Central 
School District Board of Education. She has endorsed 
eff orts to create an anti-racist, anti-hate curriculum 
and is a strong advocate for prioritizing professional 
mental health supports. She serves on multiple com-
mittees and has collaborated with administrators, 
teachers, parents and students. 

Sophia is a fi erce supporter of the arts and uses 
her experience as a theater actor, professor and 
teaching artist to reach our marginalized students 
and community members. She keeps her ear to the 
ground and is genuinely interested in understanding 
who we are and how we move forward together as a 
community. Sophia asks the most diffi  cult questions 
to district administrators in order to understand 
and help young people progress in this changing 
world. She challenges the notion that in order for a 
representative, decision-making body with multiple 
stakeholders to move forward, a small percentage of 
people and their needs must be left behind. Sophia 
embraces the opportunities to speak up at the BOE 
table for those who haven’t yet found or can’t use 
their own voice publicly. She believes that having a 
seat at the table means using that privilege to pro-
mote refl ection, growth and equity for all.

New Paltz Central School District community, 
please join me in re-electing Sophia Skiles to the 
Board of Education on Tuesday, May 21.

Sara Sheppard
New Paltz

The stuff  screams are made of

I, at fi rst, did not want to respond to George Civi-
le’s letter of 4/25/19 because I thought its content was 
bordering on some form of undiagnosed lunacy. But 
then I realized, if left unchecked, Mr. Civile would 
consider his absurd sing-song litany of far-right po-
litical talking points somehow valid. They are not.

Mr. Civile would ask we “old and new lefties” to 
lay down with our faces up to the sky and chant his 
revised version of “Sky Screamer.” This is nothing 
but a rambling history of U.S. politics since Trump 
stole the presidency in 2016. Seemingly narrated 
by a Progressive, but gleefully composed by a lyri-
cist who would mock our very core values. First 
and foremost, I purposefully used the word “stole” 
in describing how #45 ascended to the Oval Offi  ce. 
He LOST the popular vote by three-million votes. 
He won the electoral vote by a mere total of 77,000 
votes in three diff erent states -- Michigan, Wisconsin 
and Pennsylvania -- all of which were bombarded (as 
in war) by Russian social media trolls; tweeting and 
posting false news targeted at specifi c demograph-
ics, like the white working class in Macomb County, 
Michigan. This county had twice gone for Barack 
and then turned red in 2016. Residents in Macomb 
County had been inundated with false Facebook 
ads claiming everything from Hillary was supported 
by the Muslim Brotherhood to Black Lives Matter 
would become a rising, infl uential and violent politi-
cal group under a Clinton administration. Macomb 
was just one of the pivotal counties that witnessed 
this successful and purposeful sowing of dissension 
along religious and racial lines. 

I am restricted by word limits set by the editor, or 
I would debunk each of Mr. Civile’s fallacious stan-
zas one by one. But as time consuming and lengthy 
as that would prove to be, it pales in comparison to 
disproving the 10,000 lies #45 has uttered while in 

offi  ce and still counting. I suppose I’ll fast forward 
to the Mueller report, which was the catalyst for Mr. 
Civile’s joyful ballad. Maybe there was no collusion 
found by the Special Prosecutor on the part of the 
Trump campaign, but history will judge the Helsinki 
summit. And the Oval Offi  ce visit with Russian For-
eign Minister Lavrov caught on tape. But historians 
will not to be able to make future evaluations by 
researching any interpreter notes because Trump 
doesn’t like to read, so he discourages others from 
being able to do so by destroying written memorial-
izations of what is discussed in many of his meetings 
with world leaders, especially with our adversaries. 
And as far as obstruction of justice, A.G. Barr an-
swered questions this week from the Senate Judicia-
ry Committee members for only four hours. At the 
end, Barr petulantly referred to the letter Mueller 
wrote to take him to task for not summarizing the 
results of Mueller’s exhaustive investigation cor-
rectly as “ a bit snitty” and “probably written by his 
(Mueller’s) staff .” (The letter was signed by Robert 
Mueller himself.) And then Barr abruptly cancelled 
his scheduled appearance before the House Judiciary 
Committee the next day. Really?

The far right might consistently paint a picture of 
Hillary as the consummate criminal, STILL decrying 
her missing e-mails and private server, but the fact is 
she testifi ed for 13 hours straight about Benghazi in 
front of a hostile House Select Committee. But our na-
tion’s A.G. turned private Presidential defense attorney 
denied the House any similar ability to question him 
regarding possible Trump obstruction of justice. But 
Mr. Civile’s musical composition reaches a shrill cresh-
endo nevertheless when he belts out “Mueller gave 
Trump a-nother win.” (Maybe this was supposed to be 
iambic pentameter, I don’t know.)

Truth be told, I read Mr. Civile’s letter, but I failed 
to scream at the sky according to his overly precise 
instructions. But I did scream. But it was a silent, 
primal scream more in the vein of Edvard Munch’s 
rendering, where I held my hands to my ears, eyes 
wide in fear. Abject fear. Because maybe Trump was 
right when he said his base would support him even 
if he shot a gun down the middle of 5th Avenue. He 
is defi nitely shooting across the bow of our very Re-
public. And those democratic values that give it life. 
The stuff  screams are made of. For real.

Michael Cacchio
Rosendale

Thankful for school board 
candidates Bianca Tanis
and Sophia Skiles

I was thrilled to hear that Bianca Tanis is running 
for New Paltz BOE, a position for which she is ex-
traordinarily qualifi ed to serve. She is a district par-
ent and special education teacher in another district 
with enormous passion, energy and commitment to 
both education and the community she lives in. Bi-
anca shares her deep understanding of educational 
issues, policy and law far and wide at forums, study 
groups and the digital public sphere, preparing state-
ments towards and showing up at BOE meetings and 
generally is “always there” as a responsive resource. 
She is keenly aware of the experience children have 
in school day to day and the growing call for atten-
tion to the social-emotional needs of our students. 
She is also concerned with district funds being spent 
wisely and to meet the direct needs of all students, 
always mindful of the burden of increasing school 
taxes. Bianca has been a leader in the refusal of yhe 
poorly designed testing movement, racial equity/an-
ti-bias organizing, special education, budget review, 
class size, recess time and more. She advocates for a 
high level of communication and collaboration be-
tween the district and community in regards to how 
our schools are run.

As a current board member, Sophia Skiles clearly 
listens to community concerns and works to make 
sure the district is listening and accountable. She 
has shown support and leadership regarding proce-
dural transparency, such as calling for a communica-
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tions audit and stakeholders’ involvement in policy 
and hiring. She has shown commitment to address 
calls for a district-wide mental health and well-being 
focus, including increased time and resources for 
lunch/recess, substance abuse, racial justice and 
educational tools such as restorative discipline prac-
tices. 

Stephanie Basch
New Paltz

I support Bianca Tanis for
the Board of Education

I am writing to express my support for Bianca Ta-
nis for the New Paltz Board of Education. The New 
Paltz Central School District would be fortunate to 
have Bianca serve on the School Board. Her educa-
tion and knowledge, in particular, her professional 
experience with the needs of young children and di-
verse learners would be an asset to creating policy 
for students of NPCSD. Bianca has demonstrated 
ability as a leader, for example, as a founding mem-
ber of New York State Allies for Public Education 
and in her work with the Coalition for Racial Equity 
in New Paltz. Bianca brings a calm, thoughtful and 
well-informed voice to even the most emotionally 
charged issues. I wholeheartedly support Bianca Ta-
nis for the Board of Education.

Linda Welles
New Paltz

This is New Paltz’s chance to sign up 
for 100% renewable energy

Climate change is upon us. This is the time to swift-
ly implement smart changes. We must move quick-
ly and aggressively to move away from impending 
climate tipping points. We must fi nd ways to draw 
down the CO2 concentration in the atmosphere, a 
monumental challenge considering that most of our 
systems have been built on fossil fuel consumption. 

I am delighted to know that the village has moved 
to use a Community Choice Aggregation model to 
provide 100% renewable energy for its residents, 
and that the town is following suit. I would like to 
express my enthusiastic support for this initiative. 
New Paltz is in a perfect position to be a national 
leader in this transformation toward communities 
which are powered by renewable energy sources, 
and which embrace new sustainable practices, hab-
its, and systems. The choice is clear. We can move 
to create a livable planet for our children and future 
generations while improving our health and keeping 
the communities of species around us alive. If we do 
nothing, scientists tell us that what we are seeing is 
only the beginning of a world of steadily increasing 
extreme weather events and resulting global insta-
bility. Inaction is not an option. Joining a CCA is a 
good and necessary fi rst step toward our collective 
goal. 

Andrea Frank
SUNY New Paltz

Testifying about divestment
before the NYS Senate

Last week, I testifi ed during the NYS Senate’s Com-
mittee on Finance hearing about divesting the State 
Pension Fund from fossil fuels and made the follow-
ing statement: 

I’m here per the “Local” in the NYS and Local Re-
tirement System and with Elected Offi  cials to Protect 
New York. I have served as mayor of the Village of 
New Paltz for the last four years. I previously worked 
in investment management after graduating from 
NYU with an MBA in fi nance. Today, a portion of my 
paycheck and my staff ’s paychecks get invested in 
the +$200 billion pension fund administered by the 
Comptroller’s offi  ce. Comptroller DiNapoli has an 
enormous fi duciary responsibility to care of our re-
tirement savings. 

In 2017, a group of us from Elected Offi  cials to Pro-
tect New York, including now Senator Jen Metzger, 
visited the Comptroller’s offi  ce to discuss fossil fuel 
divestment. The Fund’s investment staff  were trans-
parent, generous with their time and encouraged us 
to keep pushing them on this issue. 

It was explained that “shareholder engagement” 
and “strategic divestment” were their preferred 
tools instead of a more deliberate approach to fossil 
fuel divestment. I left that meeting feeling heard and 
reasonably satisfi ed with the conversation. 

But news from earlier this month about the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission (SEC) siding with 
ExxonMobil -- instead of our Fund -- felt discouraging. 
Exxon objected to our Fund wanting to set greenhouse 
gas targets to align with the Paris climate agreement. 
I’m worried that “shareholder engagement” might not 
be the eff ective tool we were hoping it would be.

I commend Governor Cuomo and Comptroller 
DiNapoli for creating the advisory panel last year 
tasked with taking a closer look at climate impacts 
and our pension fund. The panel’s report with rec-
ommendations was recently issued. I implore you to 
review its recommendations but also its contrasting 
conclusions summarized in the appendices.

In Appendix A, Mr. Longstreth, a former SEC com-
missioner appointed by President Reagan, makes 
compelling arguments supporting divestment. Ap-
pendix B includes Mr. Smith, an expert on share-
holder engagement, suggesting we hold the “share-
holder engagement” line. The complete report was 
excellently prepared, but I think it is especially im-
portant to compare these two voices. 

I believe we can no longer aff ord the luxury of 
trying to gently persuade fossil fuel companies. Mr. 
Longstreth made a particularly powerful point when 
he said the risk of our Fund divesting too early is far 
less than the risk of being too late. 

Betting that we can time how long fossil fuels will 
be “the bridge” to renewables and electric vehicles 
should feel naive to anyone who has tried to pre-
dict macro trends in fi nancial markets. How many 
investors timed the tech and internet stock sell off  
in 2000 or 2008’s global credit crisis? Investment 
markets are fi ckle. 

It is prudent to believe we’ll continue to witness 
renewable energy innovation while our dependence 
on fossil fuels wanes. But believing we’ll be able to 
pinpoint timing and how fi nancial markets will react 
to these inevitable paradigm shifts is misguided. 

I support offi  cials in Albany being bold and pro-
tecting our retirement assets during these uncer-
tain times while climate change is clearly staring us 
down.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Hardly a whisper

In 2016, Ulster County registered 52 opioid 
deaths. This was the highest overdose fatality rate 
in NY State. In 2017, another 43 of our neighbors 
succumbed to this pernicious drug and last year 56 
more died an opiate related death. They leave be-
hind thousands of family members and friends who 
mourn their passing.

Most of those 151 people got hooked on opiates 
because they were in physical pain and their phy-
sicians were kept in the dark about how addictive 
these pain killers are. 

Early in the crisis, then legislator John Parete 
worked to get fi rst responders provided with Nar-
can, a lifesaving medicine that reverses the eff ects of 
opiates. Had this not been done, the number of fatal 
overdoses would have been even higher. During this 
same period, then county executive Mike Hein suc-
cessfully infl uenced the State to increase the number 
of treatment slots open for our methadone program, 
which also helped reduce the number of fatalities. 

Recently, Steve Kelly, the CEO of Ellenville Hospi-
tal and his staff  came up with a plan to treat over-
dose cases that were admitted to their emergency 
room. The plan was to fi rst stabilize the patients, 
provide them with anti-withdrawal medication and 
then promptly and seamlessly transfer them into a 
drug treatment program. Kelly met with Mike Hein 
who agreed to fund the medical training needed to 
allow his staff  to administer the withdrawal medica-
tions. The program is currently in operation. 

Drug abuse in Ulster County is far more prevalent 
than the average resident seems to be aware of. Be-
sides opiates, the rate of adolescent marijuana use is 
far above the State and National levels and has been 
that way for years. 

If Ulster County had 151 cases of the measles or if 
60% of the high school seniors hadn’t been vaccinat-
ed, there would be public health announcements all 
over the media. So I fi nd it odd that after 151 people 
have died from opiates and more than half of our 
high school seniors are smoking dope, and there is 
hardly a whisper.

Thomas Kadgen
Shokan 

Hopefully, BDS will
end Israeli apartheid

Israel is a rogue nation which repeatedly violates 
international law, UN resolutions and the human 
rights of Palestinians and Bedouins. This outlaw and 
criminal behavior would not be possible without the 
support of the United States and our taxpayer dol-
lars ( $3.8 billion per year). Since 1967, Israel has de-
molished 55,000 Palestinian homes -- in 1948 Israel 
demolished 60,000 homes and terrorized 850,000 
Palestinians into abandoning their land and homes. 
Since 1967, the Israeli army (IDF) has militarily oc-
cupied Gaza and the West Bank, and imposed a bru-
tal blockade on Gaza, intentionally causing short-
ages of food, water, electricity and medical supplies. 
This year peaceful, non-violent border protests by 
desperate Palestinians were met with Israeli army 
sniper fi re that killed over 200 Palestinians including 
journalists, medics and disabled demonstrators in 
wheelchairs -- IDF snipers severely wounded more 
than 20,000 protesters! 

With the relentless, violent and illegal theft of oc-
cupied Palestinian lands, homes and farms to build 
apartheid, Jewish-only settlements, there are now 
over 500,000 Jewish settlers occupying over 200 
settlements, outposts and neighborhoods. Israel has 
been condemned widely by the international com-
munity for its brutal ethnic cleansing and creation of 
an apartheid state where only Jews have full citizen-
ship and rights. 

The non-violent BDS (boycott, divestment, sanc-
tions) movement is attempting to pressure Israel 
to end it’s military occupation, secure equal rights 
for all ( Jews and Arabs) and to allow Palestinians to 
return to their stolen lands. A boycott ended South 
African apartheid -- hopefully, BDS will end Israeli 
apartheid. 

Eli Kassirer
New Paltz

 

We say how our resources are used 
and our future is shaped

Recent attempts to molest or defi le the Hudson 
Valley’s environment on behalf of the carbon fuel 
industry -- the Pilgrim Pipeline down the Thruway, 
oil barge anchorages in the Hudson to support price 
speculation by exporters, bomb trains shipping 
fracked oil down the Hudson shoreline, the Ulster 
gas power plant, the Catskill waste incinerator ash 
dump and now the attempt to resuscitate New-
burgh’s fl ood-prone Danskammer power plant to 
run on gas -- make me wonder if the usual suspects 
like the Koch Bros. are trying to stick it to us, in this 
hotbed of socialist environmental subversion. (For-
mer Koch Bros. employees were, in fact, principals 
of the Pilgrim project.)

The old story of greed and consumption need-
ing to take power from purity by defi ling it applies 
here, but sentimentality should not distract us from 
what’s at issue. This is about externalized costs: you 
engage in production at one location and make use 
of the proceeds, but you don’t deal with the waste 
you produce, or you overconsume resources from 
some other area. Those debts are externalized from 
the happy world of your production and consump-
tion: you’ve left them for someone else to deal with, 
maybe somewhere else, at some other time.

The planned Ulster gas power plant (now de-
gassed to be an electric storage facility) was sup-
posed to provide extra electrical generation at times 
of maximum demand. Why could it be sited in the 
Hudson Valley? Because our air is still clean enough 
to get the necessary permits to pollute it. There’s no 
capacity for more pollution downstate where the de-
mand comes from, they’re full up with dirty air.

This was blatant externalization of the costs of op-
erating New York City and more broadly the carbon 
energy economy. Reviving Danskammer, and the 
other carbon fuel projects cited above, are no dif-
ferent.

No thanks. Contrary to enthusiasms about the 
“new urbanism” providing effi  ciencies by accumu-
lating people, resources and infrastructure in vast 
cities, we are tending towards fragile hives of peo-
ple, often located on shrinking coastlines, whose re-
source demands and waste production perpetually 
increase. 

Centralization facilitates control the exploitation 
of workers and resources and maximization of prof-
it. But it fails on resiliency. Results from the technol-
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ogy industry show that decentralized, distributed 
accumulations of resources and infrastructure are 
more survivable and sustainable. If the energy in-
dustry can retool to deliver clean power in that en-
vironment, their industrial acumen and their capital 
will be welcome. That will serve the public interest, 
which is more important than, but often not served 
by, business interest.

We’re going to hear a lot of squealing until the 
2020 election that this kind of thinking is “socialist.” 
That’s a lie; this kind of thinking is what America was 
founded on. Government of, by and for the people 
is not socialist, it’s patriotic. We own the place, we 
say how our resources are used and our future is 
shaped.

Johannes Sayre
Kingston

Electoral college: an obstacle to civic 
engagement

The U.S. electoral college has become a hot issue 
among Democratic presidential candidates, with 
punditry supporting or mocking the proposals to 
abolish or modify it. Commentary typically focuses 
on conceptual arguments about the historical de-
velopment of the Constitution (e.g., the electoral 
college was a concession to slave states) and analyses 
about the leveling eff ects of the college (e.g., balancing 
the powers of large and small states, urban and rural; 
“cooling the passions” of the majority). Voters going to 
the polls and activists working for candidates, howev-
er, have more immediate and practical concerns. 

We face a momentous election in 2020. Donald 
Trump holds approval ratings (42-43%) that suggest 
deep trouble for him, yet oddsmakers give him at 
least an even chance of re-election . . . with an elec-
toral college victory and an even greater loss in the 
popular vote. Here is the dilemma if you are a voter 
in a so-called non-battleground state like New York 
(this generally describes at least 40 states). If New 
Yorkers in November 2020 almost surely vote over-
whelmingly for the Democratic presidential candi-
date, with its electoral votes aligning accordingly, 
how urgently is their vote needed? A national popu-
lar vote will not determine the winner. If household 
tasks, family issues or work demands seem over-
whelming on that November 3, why not skip the 
burdens of citizenry, deal with personal pressures, 
and spend the evening watching the returns from 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Florida, etc., where 
the real action is?

Democratic activists face even more daunting de-
cisions. They have been doing the diffi  cult ground-
work of organizing their districts since early 2017. 
They scored signifi cant successes in 2018, helping to 
elect a big majority in the House. But how do they 
plan for the general election in 2020? New York bor-
ders Pennsylvania, and Ohio and Michigan aren’t 
that far away. Should those New York activists book 
their motel reservations now -- pick their state -- for the 
two weeks starting in late October, 2020, in the all-out 
eff ort to defeat Trump? Join the Democratic candi-
date’s national campaign? But if they do, they will be 
draining the campaigns of their newly elected local 
Democratic representatives of vital resources for get-
ting out the vote: an army of door knockers, callers, 
texters, drivers. And worse, with their absence might 
they compound a dropoff  of Democratic voters dis-
couraged by their seemingly meaningless vote? Earn a 
White House victory, but lose the House and Senate?

These activists -- and voters -- face a Sophie’s 
choice that will be replicated in roughly 80% of 
American states. Wouldn’t all of us be more mean-
ingfully engaged in the democratic process if our 
election battles were fought on our home grounds, 
where votes for local and national candidates were 
equally important? For the 2020 election, the energy 
to challenge and eliminate the electoral college is com-
ing from the Democratic side. But if that anachronistic 
election process persists, Republicans can be sure to 
face the same vexing obstacles sometime in the future. 
A fair solution would be to eliminate the electoral col-
lege through a constitutional amendment and select 
a president with the popular vote, the system taking 
eff ect ten to twenty years after it is made law. Demo-
crats and Republicans would be equally challenged to 
respond to a changing political landscape. Americans 
would welcome elections that were more democratic 
and fair and that respected their civic engagement.

Tom Denton
Highland

Bike to work week

The New Paltz Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee 
would like to encourage all cyclists to participate in 
National Bike to Work Week (May 13-19), with Fri-
day, May 17 being the offi  cial Bike to Work Day. This 
comes right on the heels of Healthy Ulster County 
Week (May 3-17), so it’s a great time to get out on 
two wheels, reduce your carbon footprint, enjoy the 
beautiful spring weather and do something healthy. 

“Bike-Ped” is a joint committee with members 
from both the town and the village of New Paltz 
working to enhance and improve non-motor vehicle 
travel in and around town -- for transportation and 
for recreation. Our meetings are open to all who are 
interested. Our next meeting will be Monday, May 
20, at 7 p.m., upstairs in the New Paltz Village Hall. 

If you do bike to work, we encourage you to wear 
a helmet and high-visibility clothing, use a bike light 
and refl ectors (especially in the evening), and take 
note of the presence or lack of bike amenities and 
accommodations. Then come to our meeting and 
share your experience. We’d love to hear from you. 

Mark Eis
New Paltz

Heat pumps

As climate activists for years, we have tried to less-
en our fossil fuel impact.

Our 21-year-old car (217,000 miles!) still gets 35 
miles to the gallon on the open road, we have solar 
panels on our roof and we heat predominately with 
a highly effi  cient wood stove. But the additional use 
of oil to heat our two-family house created a prob-
lem that eluded us.

Geothermal, although more effi  cient, seemed 
economically prohibitive. A few months ago, how-
ever, we heard about air heat pumps and became 
intrigued. Heat pumps, take the heat out of the air 
(no matter how cold it is) and provide comfortable 
heating and cooling temperatures. The principle is 
similar to that of a refrigerator with a compressor 
and a condenser, providing warm or cool air -- and 
it’s aff ordable. 

Two months ago, we installed two heat pumps in 
the common spaces of our house, and two in the 
common space of our rental unit. We are thrilled 
with their performance and now can depend on the 
electricity from Central Hudson that is 100% renew-
able.

For those of you searching for an alternative to oil 
or gas as a way to reign in climate change, we strong-
ly recommend heat pumps. For further information, 
feel free to get in touch with us at 255-9297. 

 Dan and Ann Guenther
 New Paltz

 Will justice prevail?

In light of the Paul Echol’s court case set to get un-
derway this week (circ. May 8), I’m reminded of the 
phrase: “the more things change, the more they ap-
pear to be the same.” So, what’s the connection with 
the Echols’ case? Paul’s encounter with the police here 
in New Paltz has echoes of yesteryear: young men, 
then and now, singled out for reprimand simply be-
cause they are of a darker hue than the establishment’s 
norm. Let me cite two examples for myself: one back 
in my teenage days and a second more contemporary.

1. Lower East Side in Manhattan, when we young-
sters gathered in the evening outside in the court-
yard of our housing complex having fun, and for no 
reason other than our hue were herded into a build-
ing’s elevator and beaten on the legs by the offi  cer 
with his night club. Yes, beaten simply because of 
our darker hue.

2. I was heading home one New Year’s Eve on 
South Putt after having just exited the Thruway, 
when patrol car lights signaled me in my blue Volvo 
to pull over. The offi  cer came up to the window to 
inform me that the car fi t a radio-description of one 
driving erratic down the Thruway, and could he see 
my license. It was New Year’s Eve, and no doubt 
there were happy drivers on the road, though I was 
not one of them. So did he stop me with a car that 
fi t the so-called description, or was it my darker hue 
and the possibility of having consumed a bit too 
much, and perhaps not a resident -- caught in his 
trap? He returned my license and said I could pro-
ceed, no doubt after realizing that I was of New Paltz 
and there was no smell of “drink” in the car.

It is hoped that in the Paul Echols’ case reasoning 
and justice will prevail and that he will not be judged 
by the color of his skin/hue, but by the content of his 
character.

Dr. A. J. Williams-Myers
New Paltz

Find out what type of electric meter 
is on your home

This letter is to recommend to your readers who 
are residential utility ratepayers, Central Hudson-
Fortis customers, that you fi nd your electricity util-
ity meters on or in your homes, sometimes in one’s 
basement. Take a picture of your utility meters and 
fi nd out if it is a mechanical analog meter or a digi-
tal electronic (one way) “smart meter.” A Google 
search will confi rm which meter you have. Or visit 
the NY State Safe Utility Meter Association website 
to see photos of both types of electricity utility me-
ters. https://www.nysuma.org/ The analog meter is 
mechanical.

There are no electronics in the clear box. The ana-
log meter is benign, safe, can’t be hacked for your 
data and it doesn’t cause fi res. The digital electronic 
“smart meter,” on the other hand, is packed with 
electronics. It is not benign, not your friend. When 
two-way communication is activated, your smart 
meter can be hacked, your meter can cause fi res 
and, worse, the smart meter will irradiate you in and 
around your home. Your neighbor’s smart meter 
will irradiate you too. More than one-thousand local 
people signed a petition asking the New York State 
Public Service Commission to require that Central 
Hudson–Fortis allow electricity ratepayers to opt out 
of the digital electronic smart meters installed on 
their homes. People do not want a utility meter that 
irradiates them, is a fi re hazard and invites hacking. 
The petition states that electricity ratepayers should 
have the right to opt out of the “smart meters” with 
a safe, benign, mechanical analog meter, either new 
or refurbished. It is your right to live safely in your 
home with an analog meter, free from irradiation 
from your electricity meter.

Find out what type of electric meter is on your 
home. Learn to protect yourself and your family if 
there is a digital electronic electricity meter, a smart 
meter, on your home. Above all, no person should 
sleep on the other side of the wall where there is 
a smart meter. Learn all you can about protecting 
yourself from microwave radiation. Visit thetruth-
sayerswoodstock.com for extensive info..

Barbara Stemke
Kingston

Meet the candidates

“Angela, I’m not really sure about the ‘stars in the sky 
and grains of sand’ thing, but I do know this: If Demo-
crats keep following the crazy ideas of Beto, AOC and 
Ilhan Omar, Michelle and I will be voting for Trump in 
2020.”

-- Conversation between Barack Obama and Ange-
la Merkel as reported in the Egroeg Chronicles

 
It’s been fun watching the Democrat primary can-

didates apologizing for so many things including 
supporting capitalism. (I mean does it get any bet-
ter than hearing former Colorado Governor Hicken-
looper, a successful business guy, repeatedly claim-
ing -- if you read between the lines -- “I am not now 
nor have I ever been a capitalist” during an inter-
view with Morning Joe?) There are so many Demo-
crats running for POTUS in 2020 it’s the Democrat 
version of the Republican 2016 primary campaign. 
As of this writing, Joe Biden, has the best name rec-
ognition among the gang of 20 or so and holds a lead 
in the polls. However, it seems that “Uncle Joe” has 
some long-known political liabilities to overcome if 
he hopes to be successful in his bid for the nomina-
tion. Joe is a caucasian male of considerable age who 
hugs people far too long ( just ask Hillary) and never 
met a head he didn’t want to sniff  or a shoulder he 
didn’t want to massage at close quarters. Because of 
these and other proclivities (he’s also a close talker 
and verbal gaff er) Joe is viewed by many in the par-
ty as an embarrassment. With this in view, it is no 
surprise that a slew of “I’ve been off ended by Joe 
Biden’s, non sexual, touchy-feely, space invading 
off enses” Democrat women have appeared on the 
scene to register complaints against Biden in an eff ort 
to stall his campaign. Feeling the pressure, Biden has 
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It’s the economy

There’s a place for place

been forced to (sort of ) admit his tactile trespasses 
and (almost) off er apologies for them. But, perhaps, 
Joe’s worst off ense was referring to Trump’s hated 
VP, Mike Pence, as (I can hardly make my self write 
the words) “a decent guy.” However, Joe’ s political 
instincts kicked in and he quickly renounced his ill 
spoken, careless, controversial compliment: “Did I 
say nice guy? I meant to say could be a nice guy if 
he wasn’t such a homophobic, misogynist religious 
fanatic.” (If there were Oscars awarded in politics; 
Biden would be a shoo-in to win the “Most apologies 
off ered by an undeclared candidate” category.) 

But Biden is not the only candidate with problems. 
Indeed, because of the infl uence of AOC and others, 
the Democrat Party is moving so “far left” that even 
Bernie Sanders is getting nervous. Senator Sanders’ 
recent admission that open borders are not a good 
idea is one progressive’s push back attempt against 
the rising tide of extreme ideas being fl oated around 
in Democrat land. Another is Barack Obama’s com-
ments in Germany in which he spoke of the danger 
of Democrats forming a “circular fi ring squad” over 
issues. Barack also challenged the far left’s English 
is not America’s language stand by assuring immi-
grants “if you want to keep speaking your native 
language, you can keep speaking your native lan-
guage...period!” while at the same time suggesting 
they should (gasp) actually be open to learning and 
(occasionally) speaking English and maybe even as-
similating within the great American melting pot. 
With this in view, it certainly seems that the primary 
debates are going to be, not only interesting, but...
special. 

 (It should be mentioned: The following parody is 
inspired by Allan Sherman’s classic song Hello Mud-

dah, Hello Faddah and is this writer’s attempt to help 
the Democrats sort out their present political chal-
lenges. Please note: Michael Avenatti is included in 
this song because far too many pundits from CNN 
and MSNBC once considered Mr. Avenatti’s threat to 
run for president both plausible and laudable...yeah, 
they did...they really, really did.) 

Hello Bernie...Hello Biden 
that you’re...old white guys...there’s no hide’n 
You both are plan’n...you both are scheme’n
You both think...you have a chance...but you’re 

both dream’n 

Kamala Harris...supports the Green Deal 
she’s a pol who...keeps it...so real
She’s smart and hip...there’s no deny’n 
but if you said she could beat Trump, well, you’d 

be ly’n 

Warren plans to...beat Trump...next year
she’s made bad videos...and drank a cold beer
Donald Trump could...treat her kinder
But her best political days may be...behind her

Another hopeful... is Cory Booker 
he is so smart and...quite a looker
He went to Oxford... he’s real ambitious 
but his Spart-a-cus comments make me...suspi-

cious

(Bridge next two stanzas)

Please don’t run...Schwarz and...Tim Ryan

you...can’t win...but...thanks for try’n
Alex-and-ria has beguiled the D-N-C
pale centrist guys like you; are not...your Party’s 

cup of tea

Please drop out... Dear...John Delaney
your present run is...dumb and zany 
The party bigs want guys like Eric-not-so-smart 

Swal-well 
sharp centrist guys like you; don’t have... a snow-

ball’s chance in hell

Hello Kirsten, and Hickenlooper
I hate to be a...party pooper 
but you both are...no Barack Obama
If you doubt me ask Michelle and ask her mama

Mr. Castro and Ms Klobucchar
You’re both running; but won’t get...too far 
You’re just...two of...oh, so many 
there’s not a chance you’ll ever win...in 2020 

Hello Michael... Av-e-nnati 
you’ve been indicted...just like...John Gotti 
Cable pundits...thought...you were charming 
now they think the crimes you’re charged with 

are...alarming!

Some like...Inslee and Mayor Peter 
I like Ms Gabbard but Trump would beat’er 
though Beto started...with such a big bang 
his chances are about the same as 

unknown...”Drew” Yang 

Stacy Abrams and Michael Bennet 

At the 95th percentile of the American wage 
scale, wages increased from $70,000 in 1965 to 
$145,000 in 2015, while at the tenth percentile — ten 
percent from the bottom — wages increased from 
$15,000 in 1965 to $20,000 in 2015. Ours is a soci-
ety in which the statistics show economic inequality 
increasing every year in virtually every geographi-
cal area and labor market, leaving people at the top 
of the wage scale increasing their incomes not only 
faster in absolute terms but faster in relative terms to 
those at the bottom. 

These fi gures come from a recent paper entitled 
“Why Are Some Places So Much More Unequal Than 
Others?” by New York Federal Reserve economists 
Jaison Abel and Richard Deitz. They attribute the 
widening diff erences in earnings to the rising premi-
ums earned by skilled workers in urban job markets 
large and small. 

Wage inequality is not uniform across the nation, 
they note. “Indeed. It has risen quite sharply in 
some parts of the country to particularly high lev-
els, while it has been much more subdued in other 
places,” Abel and Deitz write. “As a result, some 
places are much more unequal than others, with the 
magnitude of wage inequality varying considerably 
across space.”

Economists call place “space.” Diff erent wages in 
diff erent places are “spatial economic disparities.”

When it comes to economic inequality, where 
in space is Ulster County? Somewhere in the middle, 
more equal than New York City but less equal than 
the Adirondacks. 

The low-income Adirondacks may be a more won-
derful place to live than New York City, but they are 
not the most desirable place to want to be when it 
comes to earning a living. Unless you live in Hamil-
ton County, just northwest of Saratoga. On a list of 
3061 counties and other areas in the United States, 
Hamilton County has the distinction of being more 
equal in income than all but 35 of them. In 2015, 
its top one percent earned an average of $405,800 

each, and the other 99 percent earned a very solid 
$58,021.  

Hamilton County is an anomaly. Its population of 
about 5000 is scattered throughout a geographically 
large space. Its top one per cent might include about 
30 people: perhaps a few professionals, a handful of 
Micron Technology executives, and a semi-retired 
banker or two. The ratio of the average income of 
the top one percent to everybody else is a modest 
seven to one. 

In Ulster County, the earnings in the top one per-
cent in 2015 averaged $615,500 and the other 99 
percent $42,385. The ratio of the top one percent 
to the rest is 14.5 times. And then there’s Manhat-
tan — New York, New York — the anomaly at the top 
end. Earnings for individuals in the top one per cent 
in New York County averaged $8,983,400 in 2015. 
That’s right, almost nine million bucks apiece, tops 
in the nation. And the bottom 99 percent averaged 
$79,528, just below Westchester County’s average. 
New York, New York has a one-percent-to-the-rest 
ratio of 113 to one.|

Average annual income for the top one per cent 
in the entire New York City melagopolis, easily 
the largest labor market in the United States, was 
$2,425,384. For the remaining 99 percent of earners, 
incomes averaged $61,550. The top-to-bottom ratio 
is 39.4 to one.

The geographical income statistics generated annu-
ally by the Economic Policy Institute affi  rm the eco-
nomic dominance of large urban labor markets. Miami, 
New York City, Las Vegas, San Francisco, San Jose, Los 
Angeles are among the leaders not only in numbers of 
jobs but also in the degree of income inequality. 

What is true at the national level is also true at the 
state level. Not just New York City but also Albany, 
Syracuse, Rochester and Buff alo are among the lead-
ers in economic inequality. At 540th place, Kingston 
is far down the national inequality list among the 
likes of small upstate metros like Utica-Rome, Olean, 
Jamestown and Oneonta.

What is the fundamental reason for greater eco-

nomic inequality in cities? Most experts attribute it 
to the higher levels of skills development in urban 
areas. People with highly specialized skills working 
near each other (“agglomeration”) get paid for devel-
oping those skills even further. The more skills they 
possess, the more they are worth, the more they can 
earn for exercising and expanding these skills. 

At the same time, the demand for people with 
fewer skills performing routine work has declined. 
The change to this kind new kind of economy, which 
seems to have begun in the late 1970s, has persisted. 
Inequality has intensifi ed ever since.  

Should American political and economic poli-
cies be directed more toward poor places and less 
toward poor people? An intriguing paper written a 
year ago by two prominent Harvard economic think-
ers, Larry Summers (on the moderate left) and Ed 
Glaeser (affi  liated with the conservative Manhattan 
Institute), and a graduate student, Benjamin Austin, 
has made the argument that this maybe should be the 
case. They stop short, however, of making that change 
their recommendation. Just suggesting, they say.

The suggestion that government policies should 
invest in encouraging employment rather than 
strengthening the social safety net is not an easy one 
to make. The poor and disadvantaged depend on the 
safety net for survival. To tell them that their improv-
ing their skills is more important than their getting a 
few more dollars to pay the rent would seem a par-
ticularly cruel example of tough love.

Another recent study by economists Raj Chetty 
and Nathaniel Hendren argues that changes in tax 
levels alone won’t solve the mobility problem, They 
found that the career outcomes of children moving 
to a better neighborhood improve linearly in pro-
portion to the amount of time they spend growing 
up in that area at a rate of approximately 4% per year 
of exposure. 

The data shows that the kids who don’t move to 
a better neighborhood make less than their parents 
and those that do make more. Rates of mobility, 
moreover, have fallen from approximately 90 per-
cent for children born in 1940 to half for children 
born in the 1980s. These results imply that reviving 
the American Dream of high rates of mobility would 
require economic growth that is spread more broad-
ly across the income distribution. And changes in 
tax levels alone won’t solve the mobility problem, 
Chetty and Hendren warn.

-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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Our towns
What the newspapers said 100 years ago

The ‘‘Our town’’ column is compiled each month for the 
New Paltz Times by Carol Johnson, coordinator of the 
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection. The entries 
have been copied from the May issues of the New Paltz 
Independent. If you would like to get a closer look at 
these newspapers of the past, visit Carol Johnson and 
the staff  of the Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collec-
tion at the Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 Main 

Street, or call 255-5030. Meanwhile, enjoy these words 
from a century ago. 

The children’s beautiful custom of placing 
little baskets of fl owers on May day evening at a 
neighbor’s door and then ringing the bell and run-
ning away to hide, was duly observed on our street. 
Thanks.

COURTESY OF THE HAVILAND-HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION

The Whippet was a British tank of World War I. It was built to complement the heavier tanks by using 
relative mobility and speed in exploiting any break in the enemy lines.

Now that the war is over and there are many men 
unemployed, it is hoped that the plan may be pushed 
to build a plant for generating electricity from the 
falls in the Wallkill at Rifton and Dashville. 

Myron Van Demark was the centre of all crowds 
last week when he returned to town. The boys of the 
village follow him as they would a pied piper, and 
when he would tell of his experiences in the German 
prisons, he always had large audiences.

Ralph Roosa of Huguenot Street of this village re-
turned home on Saturday. He saw much hard fi ght-
ing in the Argonne Forest and elsewhere and was 
gassed which disabled him from service for a long 
time, but now he is nearly recovered. One of the pe-
culiar eff ects of being gassed was that he was unable 
to drink water for a long time afterwards.

A bill, just signed by the Governor, provides that 
all motor trucks and motor commercial vehicles, 
with a capacity of more than a ton operating on the 
highway must have a mirror to give the operator a 
view of road and traffi  c conditions in the rear.

Motorcycles are becoming popular in town. There 
are now four used by residents of the village.

Lieut. Snyder of the New York State Military Train-
ing Commission visited the New York State Normal 
School last Friday. His purpose was to take prelimi-
nary steps towards organizing a unit of Military in-
struction in this town. The Commission has been 
authorized by law to provide for military instruction 
throughout the State, but lacks suffi  cient funds to 
establish a unit in every community. On account of 
the State school in New Paltz with the facilities that it 
off ers, it seemed good to place a unit here. Military 
training for 90 minutes each week will be required 
of all boys between 16 and 19 years of age. It will be 
required of all who live in the village, together with 
those who live near enough to participate.

The Gardiner Weekly says the school in that town 
has been condemned, and a new one ought to be 
built, as the present building and its equipment are 
in bad shape. At a meeting last week of the town 
school board, the matter was discussed but no defi -
nite action was taken on account of the expense in-
volved, the bard feeling that things may be cheaper 
later. There were about 60 residents at the meeting, 
many being women, all of whom are taking an ac-
tive part in Gardiner school matters. The following 
offi  cers were elected: Trustee, Fred Dolson; collec-
tor and treasurer, Willet Dunn; clerk, John Moran.

The Fire Department baseball team has been invit-
ed to play the convict team at Sing Sing prison. Man-
ager Shaw has accepted the invitation. It will be wise 
for the manager to call the roll before entering and 
leaving the prison, so that no one will be left behind.

A framed picture of Francis D. Sullivan hangs in the 
rooms of the New Paltz Fire Department. Before go-
ing to France, where he was killed in action, “Denny” 
played ball on the Fire Department baseball team.

A number of our citizens met with the village trust-
ees and president and town supervisor on Tuesday 
afternoon, at the Trustees Room to discuss the mat-
ter of the proposed state road to Highland. Engineer 
Darrow of Kingston was here, last week, and went over 
the ground. The state will build the road of concrete, 18 
feet wide, from New Paltz to Highland. The work is to 
be undertaken this coming summer.

Flip Murphy, who is one of the few colored men 
remaining in this town, is 80 years of age and not 
able to work anymore on account of trouble with his 
feet. The colored people in this vicinity have gone to 
the cities in larger proportion to their numbers than 
the whites.

-- Carol Johnson

Two Hindenburg Line Busters Invade New Paltz and Attack Pocketbooks
$20,000 in bonds are sold!

The weather was perfect on Tuesday and seldom has so large a number of people gathered 
in our village as was here on Tuesday to see the parade and the whippet tanks and the men with 
them and to hear the speakers. These tanks had both been in battle and helped break the Hinden-
burg line. Our village people decorated their places of business with fl ags and bunting. The tanks 
were brought on large trucks and the whole party was under the command of Lieut. Kimberling. 
Each of the whippet tanks carries only two men, a gunner and an operator. One of the tanks carried 
a machine gun, capable of fi ring over 700 rounds of ammunition a minute. The other tank carried 
a 37-millimeter gun. These tanks had seen service in the Argonne Forest and dents showed where 
they had been struck by machine gun bullets. Each of the tanks weighs 7 ½ tons and is built alto-
gether of steel and iron. There were 14 men with the tanks. They were from diff erent army divisions. 
All had seen service. Part of the number had been wounded.

After the tanks had been unloaded from the trucks, the tanks proceeded under their own power 
to the old Normal School lot. The parade accompanying the tanks, comprised of returned soldiers, 
fi remen, the village trustees, Huguenot Grange, representatives of the Red Cross and the Normal 
faculty and students. The Marlborough band, numbering about 20 pieces, furnished music. The 
New Paltz Boy Scouts Drum Corps, numbering fi ve or six drums and nearly as many bugles, also 
furnished music. In the Normal portion of the parade, each of the grades marched by itself, under 
one of the teachers. Altogether, the parade formed a beautiful and inspiring sight. 

On the old Normal grounds, a crowd of perhaps 2,500 assembled. There was singing of patriotic 
songs. Mr. Matteson, of the Normal faculty, introduced Lieut. Kimberling who gave a talk, as did 
Sergeants McNamara and McLaughlin, all of whom were of the party accompanying the tanks. The 
speakers told of the hardships endured by the soldiers and an earnest appeal for the subscription 
for the bonds, in order that the million-and-a-half men over there might be brought back and other 
needs of the government provided for. Bonds were sold to the amount of $20,000.

This part of the program being ended, one of the tanks descended into the cellar of the old Normal 
building. A couple of New Paltz young ladies were in the tank afterwards and rode some distance.

haven’t joined the...growing list yet 
Old John Kerry...sure’s thought about...it 
but his political baggage surely makes him...un-fi t 

Then there’s Moulton and McAu-liff e 
Oprah’s popular...but she’s a...big if 
Mister Mes-sum’s... a rising...new star 
though Wayne from Mir-a-mar is “woke” he won’t 

get...too far

Wait a minute there’s someone walk’n
she’s at the podium and now she’s talk’n 
“This group...just can’t win; that should be...quite 

clear”
It’s H-R-C..she wants another shot...at Donald next 

year! 
George Civile 

Gardiner

Add your voice to the demand for a 
declaration of a climate emergency

At the last New Paltz Town Council meeting, I re-
ported on the UK House of Commons passing a bill 
declaring a climate emergency. This is a fi rst step in 
making zero greenhouse gas emissions a top prior-

ity. New Paltz is very progressive on this issue. For 
instance, the Climate Smart Committee is doing im-
portant work promoting the Community Choice Ag-
gregation Energy Plan which the village has adopted 
and the town is considering. This is a part of the state 
plan to be off  fossil fuels by 2050. Unfortunately, the 
UN has determined that we only have until 2030. 
The Extermination Rebellion, which energized 
Britain to demand an emergency declaration, is de-
manding the goal be 2025, probably because we all 
actually get to work better under deadline pressure. 
The value of a declaration is that we can then remind 
the Town Council that climate proposals need to be 
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put on the front burner and the heat needs to be 
turned up. [Unfortunate metaphor in a global warm-
ing discussion!] It is easy for a local government to 
get overwhelmed by the day-to-day needs of the 
town. Please come to Town Council meetings, fi rst 
and third Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the courthouse, and 
add your voice to the demand for a declaration of a 
climate emergency.

Margaret Human
New Paltz

Support for Sophia Skiles for BOE 
and to pass the budget

 I write to off er my full support for Sophia Skiles 
who is running for the Board of Education for a sec-
ond term. I have witnessed Sophia collaborate with, 
and act on behalf of our community for years, since 
our children were in preschool together. She is will-
ing to listen, be challenged, engage and act on be-
half our children and school district. The amount 
she does in volunteer capacity is awe inspiring. 
This statement from her platform on https://www.
sophia4boe.com/ sums up why I will vote for her… 
“As a theater artist, I am a professional collaborator. 
I come prepared to listen, engage in evidence-based 
discussion and help make decisions informed by our 
District Guiding Principles: learning, inclusion and 
growth and success for all. I believe strongly that 
the community deserves the diligence and eff ort it 
takes to reach and respect informed consensus in 
public. I understand that my behavior and conduct 
as a public servant can model for our community -- 
especially our children -- how to manage and resolve 
disagreements with respect and dignity.”

Vote for Sophia Skiles and to pass the school bud-
get.

Teresa Horgan
New Paltz

Edible gardens, bee cities and bike 
shares can be a reality

The UK declared a state of emergency this past 
May Day (May 1). The emergency is on climate 
change; labour leader Jeremy Corbyn for “rapid and 
dramatic action” to protect the environment for fu-
ture generations. Amidst this crisis, many of us may 
feel overwhelmed, hopeless or helpless, but I can of-
fer a way you can make a diff erence, whilst dining on 
free delectable cuisine.

This Friday, May 10, from 6 to 8 p.m. is the New 
Paltz Climate Smart potluck. The town and village 
will be creating a Climate Action Plan in the com-
ing months, based on the greenhouse gas emissions 
inventory that was just completed. Come see how 
New Paltz measures up when it comes to emissions. 
Learn about ways you can personally assist our com-
munity in becoming greener and more pro-active in 
the battle against climate change. There’s all diff er-
ent issues you can get involved with -- from creating 
edible gardens to bee cities to bike-share programs 
or solar power -- you can make a diff erence! 

New Paltz Climate Smart Potluck is from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Church at 34 South Chestnut Street on 
Friday, May 10. For more information, e-mail janel-
lepeotter@gmail.com. This free event is sponsored 
by New Paltz Climate Smart and New Paltz Climate 
Action Coalition, in partnership with the town and 
village of New Paltz.

Jess Mullen
New Paltz Climate Action Coalition

Remember those of us who want
to walk and observe

When does a trail become a road? When the Town 
of New Paltz uses road-grading equipment to widen 
the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail to 18 feet or so. Doing 
this, they have scraped up the roots of trees, hacked 
into the bark of trees and pushed aside the soil sup-
porting native plants. There may be invasive shrubs, 
but they also provide shelter for birds and roots that 
support the soil. Poison ivy and garlic mustard are 
likely to thrive.

We can only hope that the tree canopy we will rely 
on for shade is not lost. The biking community may 
not notice yellow violets and columbine, but the trail 
has had a lot to off er those of us who want to walk 
and observe. 

Susan Mischo
New Paltz

We need a fi nancial condition that
is both accurate and transparent

Ulster County has had one county executive for 
nine years and one comptroller for eight years. Both 
men have left these positions to take appointed posts 
in the Cuomo administration in Albany. Both men 
controlled and oversaw the fi nancial dealings of our 
county. Both controlled all the people who adminis-
tered to all reports dealing with our county fi nances. 
Ulster County has a new county executive and it is 
unclear how the comptroller’s position will be fi lled.

This transition of the chief Ulster County fi nancial 
offi  cers is signifi cant. In the not-for profi t sector it is 
customary to conduct an audit when a new director 
is named to the organization. Considering the allega-
tions of “Pay to Play “made by the leaders of the Ul-
ster County Legislature against the executive’s offi  ce 
and ethics commission, I believe it would be appro-
priate and prudent for the new county executive and 
the Ulster County Legislature to conduct a county 
government audit. I am making no accusations or 
presumptions as to the state of fi nancial matters in 
Ulster County government. I believe it is business-
like and a matter of “best practices” to insure a new 
administration is assuming a fi nancial condition 
that is both accurate and transparent. I believe the 
people of Ulster County would be well served by an 
audit conducted by a reputable fi rm other than the 
auditors which have conducted previous audits. 

Jack Hayes
Gardiner

The right to die with dignity

I am planning to join with many people who are 
driving up to Albany on Tuesday, May 14 to lobby 
state legislators in support of the Medical Aid in Dy-
ing Act. A bus from NYC will be stopping at Wood-
land Pond at 7 a.m., in case anyone is interested. Get 
back to me if you are, judymage@gmail.com.

There are nine [eight states and nine jurisdictions 
with Washington, DC] now that give their population 
the right to die with dignity. New Jersey is the latest. I 
am 84 and I would love to live to 100, but I also want 
the choice: If I am terminally ill and greatly suff ering, 
I don’t want to be forced to stay alive to the bitter 
end. I don’t want to go through an ending that could 
be really tortuous, and I don’t want my loved ones to 
be forced to go through it as well. I’ve witnessed two 
very dear friends trapped in their bodies for many 
weeks when all they hoped for was release.

There are ample safeguards in the bill, which 
should not be thought of as “suicide.” Having op-
tions at the very end of life is what this is all about. 
The bill is now in the health committees in the State 
Senate and the Assembly. The chairman of the Sen-
ate Committee will be reporting it out to the fl oor of 
the Senate where it can be debated. But in the As-
sembly, there are lawmakers from both parties that 
stand in the way. Our own Assembly representative, 
Kevin Cahill, is opposed. I have the utmost respect 
for Assemblyman Cahill, but I don’t agree that the 
bill needs more study before it is allowed to be de-
bated by the full Assembly. The concerns raised by 
the opposition are the same today as they were 25 
years ago, but meanwhile we have two decades of 
evidence to show that these laws work as intended 
and are not abused. If you feel strongly that this bill 
should get to the fl oor of the Assembly, please con-
tact Assemblyman Cahill and let him know why, in-
cluding your own experience with people close to 
you who would have much preferred to have this 
option.

Judy Mage
New Paltz

Tick tock, it’s that time of year

Spring is the time of year when we start to see 
tick bites regularly. Ticks are out and about nearly 
all the time, year-round, but the spring and fall fi nd 
them most active. The only time you won’t fi nd them 
around is when temps dip below freezing and stay 
there. They lurk in tall grass, weeds and dried leaves, 
just waiting for a host body -- yours or your pet’s 
-- to come along and provide them with their next 
meal. Sometimes, if you’re lucky, you’ll fi nd one on 
yourself or your pet before it has an opportunity to 
latch on, embedding itself in the skin and settling 
down for a meal. Other times, you’ll fi nd it already 
attached and “blown up” with blood. Occasionally, 

you’ll miss it altogether until you notice an unusual 
mark -- a bite that may or may not become infected.

Unlike when a mosquito lands on your skin and 
takes a “bite,” you may never be aware that a tick 
has found an area on your body -- usually someplace 
warm and moist -- to “dig in” and enjoy a little of 
your blood. This is because ticks secrete their own 
form of pain killers, called kininases, which up the 
odds that they’ll remain undetected, embedded in 
your skin and left to dine in peace! Once they’re 
done, they’ll leave behind a small red mark, often a 
tiny red circle or a bruise, which may or may not be 
a little itchy.

How to remove a biting tick: We have found that 
the “tick twister” is the easiest way to remove a tick. 
If you don’t have one and you fi nd a tick embedded 
in your skin, you can remove it safely by using a pair 
of pointy tweezers. You can pull the tick straight out 
with the pointed tweezers or try rotating the tick to 
dislodge its mouth parts. If the head stays behind, 
don’t panic; it won’t transmit disease. While there 
is no evidence that it is a problem if left in the skin, 
most people want it to be removed and your doctor 
or FirstCare can safely remove the retained parts. 

If the tick is very tiny, even when “blown up” 
with your blood, you might want to save it and have 
it tested. There are kits available online to test the 
tick. Testing the tick early on is more dependable 
for detecting Lyme than early blood tests. The cur-
rent blood tests available can be falsely negative up 
to 50% of the time. We cannot rely on blood tests to 
accurately detect Lyme in our patients. 

Antibiotics are helpful to prevent Lyme disease if 
taken within two to three days of the tick bite. While 
the CDC recommends taking 200mg of doxycyline, 
many Lyme specialists feel one to three weeks of an-
tibiotics are needed to prevent Lyme disease. 

If your suspected tick bite (red mark) develops 
into something that looks like a bullseye rash, you 
will need to take at least two weeks of antibiotics, 
and I recommend four weeks. 

Other symptoms of Lyme disease include fever, 
headache, neck pain and joint pain. Around 50% of 
Lyme patients do not recall a tick bite and around 
50% of Lyme patients never noticed a rash.

We always were taught that a biting tick must be 
latched on to your skin for at least 24 hours in order 
to transmit the bacteria that can cause diseases like 
Lyme or Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever. However, 
there is now evidence that the tick needs to be feed-
ing for even less time than previously thought. 

At FirstCare Medical Center we typically deal with 
fi ve to ten tick bites and several Lyme disease in-
fected patients daily. This problem is rampant in our 
area and early and aggressive treatment can mean 
the diff erence between a short and successful treat-
ment and a prolonged and diffi  cult illness. 

Contact your primary care provider or FirstCare 
Medical Center immediately if you are bitten by a 
black-legged tick (aka deer tick) or if you are not sure 
what kind of tick has bitten you. 

Stephen Weinman, MD
FirstCare Medical Center

Highland
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of F&I Group, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 3/21/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, PO Box 
4488, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
FRITZ HOUSE, LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of Fritz 
House, LLC, a limited 
liability
company, by the fi l-
ing of Articles of Or-
ganization with the 
Secretary of State of 
the State
of New York on March 
29, 2019. The offi  ce of 
the LLC is located in 
Ulster County,
New York. The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
of the company upon
whom process may 
be served. The Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process
against the company 
served upon him to 
Fritz House, LLC, 8 
Dusinberre Road, 
Gardiner, New York 
12525. The purpose of 
the LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
KJ LAND DEVELOP-
MENT, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 3/27/2019. 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, P.O Box 
673, Lake Katrine, NY 
12449. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
FRANNIE G’S SPE-
CIAL PLACES, LLC  
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
3/11/2019. Off . Loc.: 

Ulster  Co.  SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 2635 Far-
sund Drive, Yorktown 
Heights, NY 10598.  
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Kai Zee, LLC
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company ("LLC"). 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led New York 
Sec. of State ("NYSS") 
4/11/2019. Offi  ce loc. 
Ulster County. NYSS 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. NYSS 
shall mail a copy of 
any process to c/o 
The LLC, 400 Cham-
bers Street, 15B, 
New York, New York 
10282. There is no 
specifi c date set for 
dissolution. Purpose: 
to engage in any law-
ful activity or act. 
Name and Business 
Address of Organizer 
is John R. Marvin, 
Esq., 44 West Market 
Street, P.O. Box 151, 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY. 
NAME: Elvy Proper-
ties, LLC. Articles of 
Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of State of New 
York on 02/05/2019 
Offi  ce location: 1 
Van Kleeck Ave New 
Paltz, NY 12561    Ul-
ster County. The Sec-
retary of State of New 
York has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State of New York 
shall mail a copy of 
process to the LLC 
at 1 Van Kleeck Ave. 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: For any law-
ful purpose.  

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company
HUMBLE ROOTS 
CAFÉ LLC

Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York on Feb 
27, 2019
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of any process to the 
LLC at: 2293 Route 
44 55 Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose per-
mitted for the LLC 
under NY Limited Li-
ability Act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Em-
pire Qualifi ed Oppor-
tunity Fund 1, LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/24/2018. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Empire Qualifi ed 
Opportunity Fund 1, 
LLC 68 Dashville Rd 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.  
 
LEGAL NOTICE
Vale Restaurant LLC. 
Art. of Org. fi led 
4/12/19. Offi  ce in Ul-
ster Co. SSNY des-
ignated for process 
and shall mail to Reg. 
Agent: Thomas Law 
Firm, 175 Varick St, 
NY, NY 10014. Pur-
pose: Any lawful ac-
tivity

LEGAL NOTICE
Kimlin Ulster, LLC 
Notice of Formation 
of Kimlin Ulster, LLC 
(LLC). Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 03/29/2019. Of-
fi ce Location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: the LLC, PO Box 
218, Gardiner, New 
York, 12525. 
Purpose:  any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of POINT ROAD STU-
DIOS LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/14/18. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Coun-

ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 46 Erikas Walk 
Mount Tremper, NY 
12457. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): New 
Prospect Farm LLC.  
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 5, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: New Prospect 
Farm LLC 158 Mara-
bac Rd Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
THE COPING COM-
MUNITY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 04/19/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 66
Schreibers Lane, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF QUALI-
FICATION OF 3249 
ROUTE 32, LLC APP. 
FOR AUTH. fi led with 
SSNY on 3/22/2019 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co.
Registered in Dela-
ware on 3/5/2019. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail process to 
the LLC, P.O Box 173, 
Bearsville, NY 12409. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of APPLE COUNTRY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
4/11/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail 

process to: c/o The 
LLC, P.O. Box 330, 
Clintondale, NY 
12515. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Black Acre Ten-
nis Club, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/17/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt 17F, NY, NY 
10023. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 323 OLD MILL LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 4/16/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 856 N. Mountain 
Rd., Gardiner,
NY 12525. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PM 59 CUTLER LLC  
Art. OF Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/12/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, c/o Philip 
Mindlin, 238 Presi-
dent Street, - Apt. 4, 
Brooklyn, NY 11231. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
BARNCROFT STAYS 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/9/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC, 357 
Dean Street, Apt. 4A, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOP NOTCH TREE 
REMOVAL AND 
PROPERTY MAIN-
TENANCE, LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 4/17/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 

mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 82 Tan-
glewood Road, West 
Hurley, NY 12491. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Confectionery NYC 
LLC Articles of Orga-
nization were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/18/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Confection-
ery NYC  25 N Front 
Street New Paltz NY 
12561). Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF COMPLE-
TION OF TENTATIVE 
ASSESSMENT ROLL
Notice is hereby 
given that the Asses-
sor of the Town of 
New Paltz, County 
of Ulster has com-
pleted the Tentative 
Assessment Roll for 
the current year and 
that a copy has been 
left with the Town 
Clerk at her offi  ce at 
52 Clearwater Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
on May 1, 2019, where 
it may be seen and 
examined by any in-
terested person until 
the fourth Tuesday 
in May during normal 
business hours.
The Assessor/Agent 
will be in attendance 
with the Tentative 
Assessment Roll dur-
ing normal business 
hours, and on Thurs-
day evening May 16th 
between the hours of 
6:00 – 8:00 PM and 
Saturday May 11th by 
appointment only.
The Board of Assess-
ment Review will 
meet on Tuesday May 
28th, 2019 between 
the hours of 4:00 
- 8:00 p.m. at the 
Town Hall located at 
52 Clearwater Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561, 
in said town, to hear 
and examine all com-
plaints in relation to 
assessments, on the 
written application 
of any person believ-
ing himself to be ag-
grieved, by appoint-
ment only.
DATED: May 1, 2019 
Tricia Masterson, As-
sessor 
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Exit Elliott
Auerbach quitting 
comptroller post for Albany 
gig; March Gallagher quickly 
announces candidacy

By Jesse J. Smith

U
LSTER COUNTY COMPTROLLER Elliot 
Auerbach said this week he will step down 
later this month to take a new post in the 
offi  ce of State Comptroller Thomas DiNap-

oli. Auerbach is the second top county offi  cial to take 
a job in state government; former county executive 
Mike Hein resigned in February to take over as com-
missioner of the state Offi  ce of Temporary and Dis-
ability Assistance. 

On May 2, DiNapoli announced that Auerbach had 
been appointed deputy comptroller for his offi  ce’s Di-
vision of Local Government and School Accountability. 
In his new post, Auerbach will manage a staff  of about 
330, spread across seven regional offi  ces. Auerbach’s 
responsibilities include managing audits and budget 
reviews and assigning “fi scal stress” scores to more 
than 1,000 municipalities and 700 school districts out-
side of New York City. Auerbach’s division is also re-
sponsible for training local government offi  cials on fi s-
cal issues. Auerbach’s new job also comes with a hefty 
raise, from his current salary of $101,709 to $150,000.

“It puts me on the ground, doing what I do now, but 
on a much larger scale,” said Auerbach of the new job.

Auerbach was elected Ulster County’s fi rst comp-
troller back in 2009 and is currently in the fourth 
term. Prior to that, he served as mayor of the Village 
of Ellenville and on the board of Ulster’s Industrial 
Development Agency. As comptroller, Auerbach de-
fi ned his role as the county’s fi scal watchdog by car-
rying out audits of departments and issuing periodic 
reports on county fi nances. Auerbach’s aggressive 
oversight placed him on a collision course at times 
with Hein over the rights and responsibilities of their 
respective offi  ces. Under the County Charter, the 
Ulster County Legislature will appoint an interim 
comptroller; Auerbach said he had requested the job 
go to the current deputy comptroller, Evan Gallo.

“He has no desire to run for the offi  ce and he is well 
versed in how the offi  ce runs and the people here,” 
said Auerbach. “He’s a natural choice for the interim.”

On Election Day, Nov. 5, voters will elect a new 

comptroller to serve out the remainder of Auer-
bach’s term which ends on Dec. 31, 2021. A Novem-
ber 2021 election will confer a full four-year term 
on the winner. So far, the only candidate to step 
forward is March Gallagher. Gallagher, a 50-year-old 
attorney and Rosendale resident, is president and 
CEO of Community Foundations of the Hudson Val-
ley. The nonprofi t administers and provides a foun-
dation structure for millions of dollars in charitable 
donations. Currently, Gallagher said, the founda-
tion holds $70 million and assets and issues about 
$10 million in grant funding annually. Gallagher also 
served as chair of the Ulster County IDA from 2006 
to 2008. Gallagher said she has also served on audit 
committees for a number of nonprofi t groups.

“I’m the kind of person enjoys spending the eve-
ning at home reading fi nancial records,” said Gal-
lagher. “If you want to know what’s going on, you 
always look at the money.”

Gallagher is planning a campaign kickoff  event on 
Friday, May 10 at 3 p.m. at the County Offi  ce Build-
ing in Uptown Kingston. Meanwhile, she has already 
secured one important endorsement — from the 
man who she hopes to follow in the county comp-
troller’s chair. Auerbach said that he met Gallagher 
while serving alongside her on the IDA; he praised 
Gallagher’s skills and fi nancial acumen and said she 
would be a worthy successor.

“She has the skills and she has tremendous in-
sight,” said Auerbach. “She will walk in here and be 
able to perform on day one.” ++

Sawyer dumping lawsuit?

The operators of a quartet of controversial C&D 
dumps in Saugerties may be fi ling a lawsuit alleging 
that the town government is unlawfully interfering 
with their business. Town attorney John Greco is up-
set. “This case is aging me because it’s extremely up-
setting,” Greco said this week. “I can’t even believe 
what’s happening.”

Joe and Rachel Karolys of the Karolys & Sons con-
struction and demolition processing operation fi led 
a notice of claim against the town on April 26. In 
their fi ling, a document reserving the right to fi le a 
lawsuit at a later date, they claim the town is guilty 
among other things of defamation, violation of their 
due-process rights, and wrongful deprivation of 
their use of their property and their livelihood. 

The town, driven by concerns voiced by neighbors 
about noise caused by truck traffi  c in and out of the 
four sites and about the possibility of harmful chemi-
cals getting into surrounding well water, have been 
trying to halt the operations. Karolys hasn’t been shut 
down yet, but Greco said the town will keep trying.

“It’s going to have no eff ect on the town’s enforce-
ment eff orts whatsoever,” Greco said. “Frankly, the 
claim is totally without merit, and if and when the 
Karolyses decide to fi le any type of lawsuit you can 
be assured that the town is going to vigorously de-
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fend every one of these specious, groundless and 
meritless claims.”

Karolys’ lawyer, Mel Higgins, did not return a 
phone call seeking comment.

 -- Christina Coulter

Lodge work halt discussed 

Halfway through the April 24 public hearing on 
recent building permits granted The Lodge, the 
Woodstock zoning appeals board yielded the fl oor 
to Woodstock supervisor Bill McKenna. The hear-
ing had been called to interpret town zoning laws as 
they regard building permits granted by town code 
enforcement offi  cer and building inspector Ellen 
Casciaro, which a neighbor has claimed were wrong-
ly granted as orders to remedy were never formally 
rescinding and a stop-work order was still in eff ect.

McKenna, speaking for the town board, said that 
Casciaro had wrongly issued the building permits. “It is 
our belief that work should be halted,” McKenna add-
ed, before reading a section of town law that granted 
stays against acting around a stop-work order or order-
to-remedy in such situations, no matter whether new 
work involves other matters, projects or owners.

At the end of the session, ZBA chair Maria Mendo-
za recessed the public hearing. Her board’s interpre-
tation — including whether to grant stays on further 
actions at the property — remains in force until the 
ZBA’s next meeting on May 9.

Lighthouse volunteers needed

Celebrate 150 years with the Saugerties Light-
house Conservancy, which is seeking volunteers to 
lead tours for the summer season. Tours of the local 
landmark will be on Sundays from noon to 3 p.m. be-
tween the Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends. 
Visitors see inside the lighthouse and learn about its 
history. A fact sheet for volunteers is provided. For 
more information, call 247-0656 or email info@sau-
gertieslighthouse.com.

Eleanor Meltzer
Eleanor Joyce (Sakin) Meltzer passed away in her sleep May 3, 2019 at the age of 86. She is survived by her 
son Paul and daughter-in-law Bonnie, her daughter-in-law Faith (widow of her late son Ross) and grand-
children Joshua and Sara as well as by her sister-in-law MaryEllen (widow of her late brother Allan), and 
niece and nephews Rory, Bart, Kim Sakin-Taylor, Chris, and Jamie Sakin and their families, and by her 
former sister-in-law Edwina.
Eleanor grew up in Brooklyn where she met and married her husband Larry, living together in the Catskills, 
Wappingers Falls, and, since 1970, in New Paltz. Their marriage lasted 61 years until Larry’s death in 2014.  
In addition to being a wife, mother and tireless homemaker in the tradition of her time, she worked as a 

to Dutchess County Community College, and then SUNY New Paltz, where she studied Sociology.  She 
enjoyed coming to know the students and professors and being part of the ferment and cultural reexamina-
tion going on at the time.

the Mother Cabrini Home, where she could be a cheerful friend and supporter to people in need. In her re-
tirement, she served for many years as the volunteer coordinator for the New Paltz Chamber of Commerce 
Visitor Center, welcoming visitors, learning about their interests, and guiding them to what they might 
enjoy in the area.
Eleanor was one of the great kidders and a person who routinely adopted strays, including people, and 

Funeral services were held Tuesday, May 7, at 10am at Copeland Funeral Home, 162 S. Putt Corners Road, 
New Paltz.  Shiva calls will be welcome Wednesday, May 8, 10am-7pm, at 3 Terbar Loop, New Paltz, sec-
ond door from left.
She was a longtime member of Congregation Ahavath Achim of New Paltz. Contributions in her name 
would be welcome to the Jewish Congregation of New Paltz, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, which can be 
used to assist local families experiencing hardship. Checks can be mailed to:

JCNP
PO Box 577 
New Paltz, NY 12561
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