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Defense attorney Michael Sussman and Paul Echols.

Acquitted, in the main
Paul Echols, who accused New Paltz police of excessive force during his arrest, was 

found not guilty of most of the charges against him in a trial in New Paltz town court
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by Terence P Ward

T
HE TRIAL OF Ellenville resident Paul Echols, delayed earlier this year by snow and then further by trying to fi nd time 
around the private practice of either the prosecutor or the judge, took place late last week and was concluded Monday, 
May 13. Echols was found not guilty of misdemeanor charges posed to the jury, but the judge determined on the same 
evidence that he was guilty of two violations.

Echols was charged with disorderly conduct, resisting arrest and other crimes stemming from a September 9 incident outside 

“This is
a crisis”
New Paltz School 
Board hears concerns 
about the threat of 
gun violence and 
incidents of racism 
and anti-Semitism
by Sharyn Flanagan

A
T THE RECENT regular meet-
ing of the New Paltz Central 
School District Board of Edu-
cation on Wednesday, May 8, 

trustees heard from New Paltz resident 
and district parent, Hillary Wilson, who 
asked the board to amend their current 
policies with regard to threats of vio-
lence in school.

Wilson spoke about a May 1 incident 
at the high school, in which a student in 
her daughter’s class was “Juuling” (using 
an e-cigarette) during class. (And this 
wasn’t even the fi rst time, she said.) Wil-
son’s daughter and her classmates noti-
fi ed the teacher. 

On the same day, the student who was 
Juuling posted two photos on his Insta-
gram account. The fi rst was a meme of 
an actor pointing a gun directly at the 
camera, Wilson said, accompanied by 
the student’s comments making a direct 
threat against her daughter, her class-
mate and their teacher. The second pho-
to appeared to be of the student holding 
a pistol, indicating he was “strapped” 
(had a gun).

One-year-old Guelah Wood makes friends with a goat at Bradley Farm last Saturday with 
her mom Jasmine and grandma Rita Kosonen.

An Afternoon at Bradley Farm
Kids meet American Girl Doll Blaire Wilson, live animals at a 
fundraiser for the New Paltz Arts in the Schools Association 

by Frances Marion Platt

B
RADLEY FARM ON Springtown Road in New Paltz is getting ready to com-
mence its weekly Friday Happy Hours and Saturday lunches, beginning May 
31. But it got a jump on the summer season last Saturday with a low-key fam-
ily event called An Afternoon at Bradley Farm, blessed by a brief window of 

absolutely perfect May weather tucked in between two long rainy spells. 
The event was a fundraiser for the New Paltz Arts in the Schools Association (NPA-

SA), a volunteer organization originally founded in response to budget cuts that elimi-
nated arts programs in the school district 
during the 2012/13 school year. Its stated 
mission is to “promote, support and ad-
vocate for the enrichment of fi ne, visual, 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

New Paltz man
sentenced to 30 years 
for sexually exploiting 
four children

C
AMMRON ROBINSON, 24, of New Paltz, 
was sentenced last week to 30 years in pris-
on for sexual exploiting four children. As 
part of his guilty plea, Robinson admitted 

that he convinced four children to engage in sexu-
ally explicit conduct, and produced videos and im-

ages capturing that conduct over the course of three 
years.

Specifi cally, Robinson admitted that from 2015 
through 2017, he used the PS4 gaming console, Sky-
pe, Zoom and cell phones to chat online with nu-
merous male children. During the course of these 
communications, Robinson persuaded, induced, 
enticed, or coerced boys between the ages of 11 and 
13 to masturbate and/or show him their genitalia. 
These sexually explicit acts were then recorded or 
saved by Robinson so he could watch and view them 
again.

Senior United States District Judge Thomas J. 
McAvoy also imposed a 15-year term of supervised 
release, which will start after Robinson is released 
from prison, and ordered Robinson to pay restitu-
tion in the amount of $9,000. As a result of his con-
viction, Robinson will be required to register as a 
sex off ender upon his release from prison.

Robinson’s case was investigated by the New York 
State Police and the FBI.  The case was prosecuted 
by Assistant U.S. Attorney Geoff rey J. L. Brown.

The announcement was made by United States 

Attorney Grant C. Jaquith; James N. Hendricks, Spe-
cial Agent in Charge of the Albany Field Offi  ce of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI); and New York 
State Police Acting Superintendent Keith M. Corlett.

This case was prosecuted as part of Project Safe 
Childhood. Launched in May 2006 by the Depart-
ment of Justice, Project Safe Childhood is led by 
United States Attorneys’ Offi  ces and the Criminal 
Division’s Child Exploitation and Obscenity Sec-
tion. Project Safe Childhood marshals federal, state 
and local resources to better locate, apprehend and 
prosecute individuals who exploit children via the 
Internet, as well as to identify and rescue victims.

Tractor Supply Market Day 
highlights local artisans,
producers and craft  makers

Highland Tractor Supply store will host its annual 
Market Day event featuring local vendors and their 

homemade and homegrown goods this Saturday, 
May 18 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

Market Day is a free event, featuring items such 
as crafts, candles, produce, baked goods and more 
in tents outside the Tractor Supply store, located at 
3650 Route 9W, Suite 2 in Highland. 

“As members of this community, we strive to do 
whatever we can to support our neighbors,” said 
Bruce Daniels, store manager of the Highland Trac-
tor Supply store. “Market Day allows us to highlight 
and support the great talent we have here, while cre-
ating a fun event everyone can enjoy.”

New Paltz teens to present
on their Nepal trip with the Maya 
Gold Foundation

Beginning on May 18, 16 New Paltz High School 
students will be presenting on their experiences 
in Nepal as Maya Gold Foundation “Youth Ambas-
sadors.” The teens have chosen topics of interest 
to them based on their two-week trip to Nepal with 
the Maya Gold Foundation in April. Each teen has 
been working with a mentor from the Foundation 
to create a presentation that is meaningful to them 
and informative to the community. Topics are wide 
ranging and time is built in to each session for audi-
ence discussion and a Q & A with the presenters. All 
presentations are free and all are invited to attend.

The fi rst presentations will take place at Woodland 

Barn renovation at the Phillies Bridge Farm Project

T
HE BIG GRAY barn renovation at the Phillies Bridge Farm Project is nearing completion. 
This historic structure is over 150 years old and was due for some major repairs. Support-
ers of the non-profi t educational farm raised over $20,000 for the project and a team, 
led by the original founder of the community supported agriculture (CSA) program, Dan 

Guenther, is carrying out the work. Phillies Bridge supporter Keith Libolt provided the giant lift so 
that Guenther and his team could reach the peak of the massive structure. The barn will be ready 
just in time for the start of the season with summer camp children returning and the fi rst distribu-
tion of fresh produce to CSA members.   

 
NEW PALTZ | PLACE

The big gray barn renovation at the Phillies Bridge Farm Project is nearing completion.

Cammron Robinson.
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Pond in the performing arts center on May 18 as per 
this schedule:

 • “Nonlinear Growth of Development in Nepal,” 
presented by Dayna Thomas and Claire Taylor at 
10:45 a.m.

• “Universal Human Beings,” presented by Caro-
lyn Reeves at 11:30 a.m.

• “What Does it Mean to be a Girl?,” presented by 
Emma DiValentino at 1 p.m.

• “Nepali Teen Life,” presented by Alec Trifi lo at 
1:45 p.m.

• “A View of Happiness in Hinduism,” presented 
by Priscilla Andaluz at 2:30 p.m.

 Additional presentations will take place on June 
15 and 29 at SUNY New Paltz and on June 30 at The 
Bakery in New Paltz.

Find out more at http://www.mayagoldfounda-
tion.org/what-we-do/nepal/bringing-it-home.

Farm to Families Program supports 
low-income families

Phillies Bridge Farm Project off ers a Community 
Supported Agriculture membership to those who 
wish to eat fresh, locally-grown vegetables. The farm 
grows 150 varieties of produce, herbs and fl owers.

This not-for-profi t has a Food Justice mission and 
off ers subsidized shares on a sliding scale in addition 
to donating thousands of pounds to local organiza-
tions who distribute to those in need. Their Farm to 
Families program provides access to nutrition pro-
duce to low-income families.

For more information, call (845) 256-9108 or visit 
PhilliesBridge.org.

New Paltz bike swap

The eleventh annual New Paltz bike swap will be 
held this Saturday, May 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
New Paltz High School, located on South Putt Cor-
ners Road.

Anyone can sell bikes, parts, accessories and 
gear at the event, which is a fundraiser for the Fats 
in the Cats Bicycle Club. Sellers bring their items to 
the swap. Volunteers help sellers tag and price each 
item. A portion (20%) of the sale price is taken as 
a fundraiser for Fats in the Cats. Sellers are encour-
aged to bring their bikes and equipment for sale 
early (between 9 and 10 a.m.), and return between 
1 and 2 p.m. to pick up unsold items and funds for 
sold items. Buyers can fi nd bikes to suit almost any 
kind of riding, including mountain bikes, road bikes, 
BMX, vintage and cruisers. Volunteers help fi nd 
bikes that best suit their interest and budget. Buyers 
can also fi nd bike parts, accessories and gear.

For more information, visit the New Paltz bike 
swap website at www.newpaltzbikeswap.com).

If you would like to volunteer at the bike swap or 
if you have questions about selling, please contact 
Pete Nimmer at pnimmer@greenstarsolutions.com 
or (917) 655-5123.

Fiber arts at Gardiner Library

 Gardiner Library will host this month’s fi ber arts 
meeting this Sunday, May 19 from noon to 3 p.m. 
This group is for all stages of knitters, crocheters, 
spinners or sewers. Bring your own needles, yarn 
and project. 

The group meets in the library community room, 
located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

Call for submissions for Rosendale 
Theatre’s short plays festival 

 The Rosendale Theatre Collective has announced 
a regional call to writers (who reside at least part-
time in the mid-Hudson Valley) for submission of 
original 10-12 minute plays for a fully produced festi-
val of short plays that will be called The Love/Death 
Plays. The plays will receive three performances at 
the Rosendale Theatre at the end of July. The theme 
is Love/Death, both inescapable and primary obses-
sion in our lives. Organizers invite diff erent perspec-
tives: humorous, poignant, realistic, surrealistic, 
musical, tragic and ridiculous.

Small casts (no larger than fi ve) and very simple 
settings are requested. The 10-12 minute require-
ment will be strictly adhered to (this is around 12 
pages of standard script format in 12-point type). 

Submissions must be postmarked by June 3, 2019. 
Please mail three hard copies and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: The Rosendale Theatre, P.O. 
Box 545, Rosendale, NY 12472. A committee of the-
atre directors, who will announce the selections on 
June 21, will choose the plays. For additional infor-
mation, contact Susan Einhorn, artistic director at 
Susan.Einhorn@qc.cuny.edu.

Blood drive at St. Joseph Church

Council 5800 of the Knights of Columbus will be 
sponsoring a blood drive on Monday, May 20 from 
3 to 7:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Church hall, located at 
34 South Chestnut Street in New Paltz. It will be con-
ducted by Hudson Valley Blood Services. 

The donation of blood takes ten minutes. Blood 
supplies in NY State are at critically low levels. 
Walks-ins are welcome. If you have any questions 
about eligibility to donate due to medications or 
medical conditions, call 1-800-688-0900. Please 
bring ID with photo or signature. Eat well and drink 
fl uids before you donate.

Donate items to the Phillies Bridge 
Farm Project’s community yard sale 

Donate like-new or gently used items to the Phil-
lies Bridge Farm Project for its community yard sale 
fundraiser. Drop off  items on Friday, May 24, 5-8 
p.m., at 45 Phillies Bridge Road in New Paltz. 

The farm is hosting a community yard sale fund-
raiser where household items, clothing, furniture, 
toys, farm equipment and more will be available for 
sale on Saturday, May 25 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (rain 
or shine, under the pavilion). All proceeds go to sup-
port their Food Justice mission and other related 
funding needs

For more information, please call (845) 256-9108 
or e-mail info@philliesbridge.org

Volunteers needed in
the Town of New Paltz

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Police Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee, Public Access Committee and the Recreation 
Committee. Interested parties may submit a letter of 
interest and resume to the supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail assistant@
townofnewpaltz.org.

New Paltz Garden Club
to meet on May 20

The New Paltz Garden Club will hold a meeting on 
Monday, May 20, 7 p.m., at the Reformed Church of 
New Paltz, located at 92 Huguenot Street.

Presenter Kim Squillance will talk about the joy of 
painting garden rocks. Using various shapes and col-
ors, she creates endless design possibilities. 

Rocks will be provided or bring one of your own. 
Bring you own acrylic paints and brushes.

Hospitality snacks and beverages will be provided. 
This free event is open to the public.

Middle school book club
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host a new middle 
school book club led by Carolyn Thorenz starting 
this Sunday, May 19 from 1 to 2 p.m. in the kids’ activ-
ity room. This month’s meeting will cover Mr. Lem-
oncello’s Great Library Race by Chris Grabenstein and 
explore more about Mr. Lemoncello and history! 
Discussion, games and snacks will follow. 

The Gardiner Library is located at 133 Farmer’s 
Turnpike. For further information, call 255-1255 or 
visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Laird Barron presents Black 
Mountain at Inquiring Minds

Laird Barron will be reading from his new book 
Black Mountain on Thursday, May 16, 7 p.m., at In-
quiring Minds Bookstore, located at 6 Church Street 
in New Paltz. Author John Langan will be joining him 
for the reading and Q&A. In Black Mountain, mob en-
forcer turned private investigator Isaiah Coleridge is 
back for another riveting adventure in upstate New 

York’s Hudson Valley. First introduced in the ac-
claimed series debut, Blood Standard, the second 
installment begins with a murder investigation that 
leads Coleridge to the most terrifying enemy he has 
ever faced.

Hudson Valley Humanists
to meet on May 19

Hudson Valley Humanists will meet this Sunday, 
May 19, 6 p.m., at the New Paltz Community Center, 
located at 3 Veterans Way in New Paltz. 

 Several political topics will be discussed, led by 
Carol Auer.

Hudson Valley Humanists will be collecting toilet-
ries and other necessities for Family of New Paltz.

 Humanist beliefs lead to a philosophy that stresses 
the potential value and goodness of human beings, 
emphasizes common human needs and seeks solely 
rational ways of solving human problems.

 This meeting is free and open to the public. All 
are welcome. For more information, email auer1@
att.net. 

Good things come in threes

“Three Views -- Carolyn H. Edlund, Linda Puiatti, 
Marlene Wiedenbaum” opens this Saturday May 18 
and runs through July 6 at the Mark Gruber Gallery. 
An artists’ wine and cheese opening reception will 
be held this Saturday, May 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. The 
public is invited to attend this free event and meet 
the three painters -- steeped in Hudson River School 
tradition and create a rich contemporary environ-
ment that engages the viewer in three diff erent ways. 
While each has a passion and sensitivity for the natu-
ral world that surrounds them, each envisions their 
environs with an ambience that is diff erent from one 
another.

The gallery is located in the New Paltz Plaza. For 
more information, call (845) 255-1241 or visit mark-
grubergallery.com. 

Stop the bleed

The New Paltz Community Center is off ering two 
classes about how to stop bleeding resulting from 
emergency situations on Friday, May 24 from 5 to 7 
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. This is a free walk-in class with 
no registration required.

The community center is located at 3 Veterans 
Drive in New Paltz. For additional information, 
please contact the New Paltz Rescue Squad at 255-
1719.

Got2Lindy to hold
free night of dancing

Got2Lindy is holding a free night of dancing on 
Saturday, June 1 at the New Paltz Field of Dreams 
pavilion. A warm-up lesson will be held from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m., with dancing lasting until 10 p.m. En-
tertainment will be provided by the Saints of Swing.

The New Paltz Parks and Recreation Department 
is hosting the event, with the rain alternative that 
night set for the New Paltz Community Center.

Fun for all ages, registration is not required. For 
further information and weather updates, contact 
www.got2lindy.com or call the community center at 
255-3631.

Jewish renewal services
May 17 and 18

Join Kol Hai Hudson Valley Jewish Renewal for 
Shabbat services this Friday, May 17, 6:30 p.m., in 
the great room of the health center at Woodland 
Pond in New Paltz. The gatherings are joyful, musi-
cal, multigenerational and meditative. Participants 
delve into the meanings of Torah from the ancient 
Hebrew mystical tradition, sing and chant. Services 
are followed by Kiddush and a potluck desert. 

A family friendly, all-inclusive Generations Shab-
bat, which includes singing, sharing the Torah, a 
children’s blessing and fellowship will be held on 
Saturday, May 18, 10 a.m., at Woodland Pond. Re-
freshments will follow. 

Kol Hai’s music-fi lled Shabbat services are open to 
all. For additional information, contact hello@kol-
hai.org, visit www.kolhai.org or call (845) 477-5457.
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Veteran police offi  cer
Robert Knoth retires

R
OBERT KNOTH, A veteran offi  cer and po-
lice dog handler on the New Paltz town 
police force, retired in April. Knoth is a 
central fi gure in the trial of Paul Echols, the 

Ellenville man booked last September for impeding 

governmental administration and resisting arrest. 
During that encounter, it is alleged that Knoth struck 
Echols several times in the face while the latter 
was handcuff ed in the back seat of a police cruiser; 
Echols fi led a complaint alleging brutality, which 
was denied by New Paltz police commissioners.

Asked if a statement about Knoth’s retirement 
would be forthcoming, Chief Joseph Snyder replied, 
“We have offi  cers retire frequently, including dis-
patchers, sergeants and even lieutenants. We never 
give statements when someone retires. The only 
time there is usually new articles[sic] is when a chief 
retires and a new chief is coming on board ... we do 
not have any plans to release a press release on this 
retirement either. Thanks for asking though.”

While no press release was prepared, on April 19 an 
announcement was posted on the police department’s 
Facebook page, which reads, “Today we retired a great 
one. Offi  cer Knoth served 28 years, the majority of his 
life for the Town of New Paltz. He was a K-9 offi  cer, and 
over the course of his career had three dogs: Nero, 
Zeus and Rex. He managed to worked midnights his 
entire career, losing sleep to keep the rest of us safe. 
We thank you for your service and all the memories 
you have gave us. Enjoy retirement!”

-- Terence P Ward

Landfi ll Harmonic next Movies With 
Spirit screening May 18

The inspiring documentary, Landfi ll Harmonic, 
about an unlikely children’s orchestra from a Para-
guayan slum whose instruments are made of gar-
bage, is this month’s Movies With Spirit screening 
on May 18, 7 p.m., at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
located at 163 Main Street in New Paltz.

 The fi lm follows the Recycled Orchestra of Ca-
teura, named for a landfi ll slum town outside Para-
guay’s capital, Asunción. The families there make 
their living picking through the trash, fi nding things 
of value and selling them in richer communities.

One trash worker, carpenter Nicolás Gómez, turns 
some of the garbage into instruments.

“The violins are fashioned from oven trays, the 
cellos from oil barrels,” says CBS News reporter Bob 
Simon on 60 Minutes, which profi led the children’s 
orchestra in 2014.

“Even the strings are recycled,” he says. “The 
saxophones and trumpets are made from old drain 
pipes. The keys were once coins and bottlecaps.”

Under the tutelage of environmental technician-
turned-music teacher Favio Chávez, the children 
give a recital to their proud parents and neighbors 
— and unexpectedly rise to fame, traveling the coun-
try.

Later, the children travel the world, performing 
at concert halls in South America, Europe and the 
United States.

The 2015 fi lm, by Brad Allgood, Juliana Peñaran-
da-Loftus and Graham Townsley — which is also an 
exposé on slum life and a commentary on consump-
tion and waste — won 21 critic and festival awards, in-
cluding 13 Audience Choice awards and the Humani-

BRIEFLY | NOTED

SUNY New Paltz to celebrate commencement 

S
UNY NEW PALTZ will hold its 2019 undergraduate commencement ceremonies on Sat-
urday, May 18 and Sunday, May 19, on the Old Main Quadrangle on campus. The Satur-
day ceremony will recognize graduates of the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, and the 
Sunday ceremony will recognize graduates of the Schools of Business, Education, Fine & 

Performing Arts and Science & Engineering. Both ceremonies will begin at 10 a.m. The graduate 
commencement ceremony for all academic units will take place on Friday, May 17, at 6 p.m. in the 
Athletic and Wellness Center. 

This year, more than 2,000 undergraduate and nearly 600 graduate degrees will be conferred, 
as the college recognizes May and August 2019 candidates, and students who completed their 
degrees in January 2019, August 2018 and December 2018.

SUNY New Paltz President Donald P. Christian will preside over each ceremony. All members of 
the campus community are invited to join in the celebration.  

At the Saturday undergraduate commencement ceremony, the college will present an honorary 
doctorate of humane letters degree to Jane Delgado ’73 (Psychology). Delgado will provide the 
commencement address at the Saturday Ceremony.

At the Sunday undergraduate commencement ceremony, the college will award the President’s 
Medal, the highest recognition that can be bestowed by the campus president, to Nina Smiley and, 
posthumously, her husband, Albert K. “Bert” Smiley. Nina Smiley will provide the commence-
ment address at the Sunday ceremony.

SUNY New Paltz has named Nicholas Piaquadio (Electrical Engineering; Physics) of Wallkill, the 
valedictorian of the Class of 2019, and Reuben Slater (History; Anthropology) of Brooklyn,  the 
salutatorian of the Class of 2019. 

Slater will give the student address at the Saturday undergraduate commencement ceremony, 
and Piaquadio will give the valedictory at the Sunday undergraduate commencement ceremony.

tas Prize in the documentary category for promoting 
human dignity, meaning and freedom.

The New Paltz screening will be followed by a fa-
cilitated discussion. Refreshments will be served.

 Attendees over age 12 are asked to contribute $10 
a person.

For more information about Landfi ll Harmonic 
and the rest of the series, contact Gerry Harrington 
at (845) 389-9201 or at gerryharrington@mind-
spring.com.

Gardiner Library presents Slow Jam

The Gardiner Library will off er Slow Jam this Sun-
day, May 19 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. All musicians and 
acoustic instruments are welcome. The Slow Jam al-
lows those new to playing an acoustic instrument to 
practice with some friendly, local musicians. Musi-
cians gather to play old time, folk songs, bluegrass, 
Western and other homespun-type songs. Partici-
pants play at a slower pace, so everyone is given the 
chance to learn the songs. There’s no audience and 
no pressure.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Roots of Jazzoetry at Denizen 
Theatre on May 24

Calling All Poets (CAPS) will present an evening 

of Jazzoetry at the Denizen Theatre on May 24 at 8 
p.m. The works of three giants of jazzoetry -- Diane 
DiPrima, Langston Hughes and Lord Buckley -- are 
set to jazz by regional musicians Chris Sullivan, Dean 
Sharp and Eric Person.

Diane DiPrima, beat poet and Poet Laureate of San 
Francisco will be performed by Cheryl Rice who is 
the founder and host of the Sylvia Plath Bake-Off , 
a combination open mic/baked good competition, 
and member of Voices of the Valley, the Poetry So-
ciety of Woodstock and the Academy of American 
Poets. 

Langston Hughes, Harlem Renaissance writer and 
pioneer of music with poetry will be performed by 
Kate Hymes. Hymes is a poet, writing consultant, 
workshop leader of Wallkill Valley Writers and Am-
herst Writers and Artists and Cave Canem fellow.

Lord Buckley, the godfather of jazzoetry, rap and 
the spoken word will be performed by Oliver Trager. 
Trager is a renowned Buckley performer and biog-
rapher. He will be performing The Nass, Buckley’s 
hilarious, raucous, retelling of the story of Jesus.

In addition, Hudson Valley writer and performer 
Mikhail Horowitz will perform his Cicadas, in the 
Lord Buckley tradition.

The performance will take place at the Denizen 
Theatre in New Paltz, located at Water Street Market 
on Main Street in New Paltz. 

General admission is $12, $8 for students. Tickets 
can be purchased online at denizentheatre.com/
denizen-happenings.

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz will hold its 2019 undergraduate commencement ceremonies on Saturday, May 18 
and Sunday, May 19,

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Police K-9 Off icer Robert Knoth and police 
dog Rex. 
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LLOYD  | DEVELOPMENT

An artist's rendering of part of the planned Hudson Valley Wine Village in Lloyd.

by Terence P Ward

A
NDREW MAXON, THE man guiding the 
Wine Village project on the banks of the 
Hudson River in Highland, is trumpet-
ing progress made in securing approval 

to build the project and promising to break ground 
this year, or early in the next. Hudson Valley Wine 
Village is a multi-use development proposed for 437 
acres between the river and Route 9W; the land is a 
former vineyard, hence the name. The concept in-
cludes a 140-room hotel with conference center and 
spa, two wedding chapels, 450,000 square feet of 
manufacturing space, another 155,000 square feet 
for offi  ce space, and 800 one- and two-bedroom 
apartments. The winery buildings will be adapted 
for reuse, and the acreage closest to the shoreline 
will be protected from development to preserve the 
bluff s. Town of Lloyd council members have already 
completed the rezoning of the property.

In a press release that appears to be intended to 
market the property to potential tenants which was 
sent to local media outlets, it was indicated that the 
project has "completed fi nal development hurdles;" 
Maxon has confi rmed his intention to break ground 
on the project this year. Lloyd town offi  cials are a bit 
more skeptical of that goal.

"They hired a PR person," said Town Supervisor Paul 
Hansut. "Perhaps someone thought it was a news sto-
ry. I was as surprised to see it on Facebook as anybody 
else." The press release appears to be the only source 
used in stories published via three local news outlets.

The release references the "fully-entitled status" of 
the project, which according to Mike Bieger, direc-
tor of public relations at Focus Media, means that 
"the property owners have pursued and secured all 
requisite governmental/regulatory requirements to 
develop the land for particular uses. The process has 
included the completion of an environmental study 
and the town has rezoned the property."

According to town Building Department Director 
Dave Barton, "all governmental/regulatory require-
ments" might be construed as including an applica-
tion to the town's Planning Board, which has not yet 
been received. While "the completion of an environ-
mental study" was necessary to rezone the property, 
state law requires a harder look be taken during site 
plan review. Breaking ground this year "is really a 
fantasy" in his view, because he anticipates that step 
to take a lot of time, once it's begun.

Bieger acknowledged that the local approval was 
not included in the list sent to reporters, saying, 
"Site-plan-specifi c approval has not yet occurred. 

A specifi c plan will be brought before the Planning 
Board when we identify our fi rst light industrial 
business." He also explained the use of the phrase 
"shovel-ready" in those materials: "Hudson Valley 
Wine Village is a shovel-ready site in that requisite 
approvals and proper zoning have been achieved, 
creating the current opportunity for construction to 
commence as soon as end users are identifi ed and 
ready to proceed."

Part of what makes Hansut and Barton raise an 
eyebrow is the fact that water and sewer infrastruc-
ture for the site — which is expected to bring an addi-
tional 2,728 residents to the town — has not yet been 
fi nalized. According to Bieger, "A wastewater treat-
ment facility that has been part of Hudson Valley 
Wine Village's own development plan has already 
been approved by the Army Corps of Engineers. As a 
plan for the property has not yet been fi nalized, the 
process of bringing water down Route 9W to the site 
still needs to be executed. This will occur prior to 
any groundbreaking."

Installing a water main to that part of town at the 
developer's expense would allow other town proper-
ty owners to be included in the water district, which 
would have economic impacts on the entire commu-
nity by allowing for projects which cannot depend 
on well water.

A "state approval" is also referenced in the an-
nouncement; Bieger said that a "memorandum 
agreement was reached between the Army Corps 
of Engineers, New York's State Historic Preservation 
Offi  ce and us."

Once that fi rst light-industrial tenant is identi-
fi ed, the plan to hook into town water will need to 
be fi nalized as part of the site plan review. Planning 
Board members will almost certainly be looking at 
a proposal to build the project in phases; market-
ing materials indicate construction will take place 
over 15 years. Nevertheless, the State Environmental 
Quality Review act calls for a "hard look" at the en-

Not so fast
Wine Village developer makes media push

tire project to identify issues and ways to mitigate 
them; for a project of this scale, that usually entails 
an environmental impact statement. If that occurs, 
board members will fi rst identify those areas where 
deeper study is required, then hold one or more 
public scoping sessions to help them determine 
the specifi c topics to be covered in the EIS, which 
itself can take weeks or months to complete. Plan-
ning Board members will review the draft EIS and 
complete a fi ndings statement as they determine if 
this project passes environmental muster; this will 
likely include a public hearing held at one or more 
meetings. If environmental approval is granted, they 
will drill down on the specifi cs during site plan re-
view and may choose to have another public hearing 
prior to considering fi nal approval. ++

Funky Junky
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by Marcelina Martynek 

T
HE INCLUSION OF a new wellness cen-
ter in the New Paltz school budget which 
will be voted upon on Tuesday, May 21 
is attracting discussion. A considerable 

amount of public support for the center has been 
expressed by students, parents and teachers, and 
a petition of support with over 400 signatures was 
presented at the March 27 budget forum. But con-
cerns have been voiced as well.

Michaela Raff a, a senior at New Paltz High School, 
thinks the center will be “a great addition,” and 
highlights how “we’re trying to overcome diff erent 
problems with health.” Sophomore lacrosse player 
Cole Struzzieri also supports the creation for the 
center, noting how the current equipment is “pretty 
old” and will be “nice if it’s an upgrade from our 
[current] weight room.”

According to Greg Warren, the school district’s 
director of health, physical education and athletics, 
the wellness center was discussed in informal set-
tings, primarily between students and teachers in 

physical education classes. 
“They didn’t off er any alternatives, there wasn’t 

really much else,” said Struzzieri. Raff a said that she 
learned about the center in gym class and was told 
“what [the center] was about and how it was going 
to help students with depression and health aware-
ness.”

Proposed with a one-time ask of $300,000 at the 
March 13 school board meeting, the budget for the 
wellness center has since been revised. The budget 
for the 2019-20 school year asks $150,000 for the 
2019-20 school year and the same amount for the 
following year. 

The center will utilize space already at the high 
school. Funding for the center equipment will come 
from the district’s appropriated fund balance, cur-
rently about $2.3 million. 

Warren presented the wellness center as “an ad-
dition to the physical education program and a cur-
riculum enhancement.” He said it would be avail-
able to all students inside and outside of class times. 
It would consist of 42 workout stations as well as a 
separate area for non-equipment activities such as 
yoga or stretching. 

Warren highlighted the benefi ts of physical activ-
ity on mental health as well as general physical well-
being. The center, he said, aimed to give insight and 

skills to students on “how to maintain a healthy life-
style across their lifetime.”

Paths to well-being
Some critics wonder whether the creation of a 

glorifi ed on-campus gym is the best path to improv-
ing overall district wellness. The wellness policy on 
the district website, last updated in 2009, makes no 
mention of mental health or emotional wellbeing 
and only highlights wellbeing in the form of physical 
and nutritional approaches. 

Speakers at a recent board meeting agreed that 
there was well-documented research on the mental 
health benefi ts of physical fi tness. There is also well-
documented research on the benefi ts of the arts to 
mental health, they said. One speaker encouraged 
the board to look into additional options for encour-
aging wellness. Another suggested the creation of a 
committee to oversee wellness promotion in the dis-
trict’s other schools.

At the March 27 community budget forum, schools 
superintendent Maria Rice said the wellness center 
had been designed around a curriculum and a need, 
that curriculum coming from the lens of physical 
education and that need coming from a continuum 
of a well-being initiative within the district. The team 
that developed it, facilitated by deputy superinten-
dent Michelle Martoni, had included professionals 
with expertise in mental health and health, social 
workers, teachers, and guidance counselors.

The wellness center, Rice said, was “a component 
of the overall continuum of well-being.”

In a fl yer released in April, the district said the 
team was helping “create the curriculum and imple-
ment the standards for addressing the mental health 
component in our schools.” Recent revisions in the 
New York State Education Department’s health ed-
ucation standards were aimed to create “a school 
environment which promotes and is conducive to 
mental health, not just responsive or reactive.”

New services, staff ing concerns
The New Paltz district plan incorporated mental 

health literacy in the K-12 curriculum and set up  new 
guidance and school counseling programs. A “tool-
kit” of mental health resources will be made avail-
able to parents and the community.

The 2018-19 school year saw the addition of a full-
time psychologist to the high school “to address the 
increased need for emotional support and student 
psychological assessments,” The 2019-20 school 
budget will add a substance abuse counselor and a 
bilingual social worker or bilingual guidance coun-
selor. 

Currently, the high school off ers access to mental 
health services through a partnership with Astor 
Services for Children & Families. The clinic at the 
high school functions as a satellite location of the As-
tor Counseling Clinic in New Paltz. Session fees are 
processed through insurance, and parents are billed 
for co-payments. Other district work focuses on pro-
viding staff  with training to recognize signs of risk 
in students. Student support teams focus on ways 
“to incorporate standards for social-emotional well-
being.”

Questions have arisen about how the center will 
be able to serve all students when it comes to staffi  ng 
and supervision. Who will, or should, staff  it? What 
protocol will be followed if sports teams are using 
the space when other students want to? Rice assured 
them that the center “would have established pro-
tocols for teachers and expectations when this goes 
into eff ect.” The critics want to see those protocols.

Charlotte Freer, a student at the high school, can’t 
participate in physical education classes due to a 
medical condition. She said that she would only be 
allowed to utilize the center if it had certain equip-
ment. And since she was not in gym class, she had 
not been informed of the full plans for the center at 
the high school and had to refer to classmates for in-

formation.
The polls will be on Tuesday, May 21 from 7 a.m. 

to 9 p.m. Questions may be addressed to Richard 
Linden, assistant superintendent for business, by 
calling 256-3010 or emailing rlinden@newpaltz.k12.
ny.us. ++

School board election and budget 
vote in New Paltz and Highland
on Tuesday, May 21

New Paltz voters on May 21 will be asked to ap-
prove two candidates on the ballot running for two 
seats on the New Paltz Central School District Board 
of Education. Incumbent Sophia Skiles is running to 
retain her seat for a second term and Bianca Tanis 
is a fi rst-time candidate running for the seat of Mat-
thew Williams, whose term ends on June 30. The 
trustee positions carry three-year terms to begin July 
1. Also up for a vote will be the proposed 2019-2020 
budget of $63,640,000. The polls will be open at the 
high school from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

To learn more about the candidates, visit https://
hudsonvalleyone.com/2019/05/08/two-candidates-
seek-seats-on-new-paltz-school-board/.

Highland
Highland voters on May 21 will be asked to ap-

prove two incumbents running to retain their seats 
on the Highland Central School District Board of 
Education. Susan Gilmore and Tom Miller, running 
unopposed, are each seeking a fourth term. Also up 
for a vote will be the proposed 2019-2020 budget of 
$44,442,937 million, requiring a simple 50 percent-
plus-one vote to pass. In addition, a $450,246 bus 
proposition will be on the ballot. If passed, it will 
allow the district to purchase three 30-passenger 
buses, two seven-passenger Suburban vans and two 
wheelchair buses, inclusive of all safety and commu-
nications equipment. State transportation aid will 
reimburse the district for 60 percent of the amount, 
amortized over fi ve years.

The trustee positions carry three-year terms to be-
gin July 1 and end June 30, 2022.

The polls will be open at the high school on Tues-
day, May 21 from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. ++

HIGHLAND  | SCHOOLS

Highland Middle School employee 
resigns following incident that led to 
an investigation

A Highland Middle School employee has resigned 
following an incident that led to an investigation by 
the Highland Central School District.

“Last week, we dealt with a personnel issue at 
the middle school,” said Superintendent of Schools 
Thomas Bongiovi in a prepared statement posted 
on the district’s website. Bongiovi noted that he is 
not legally permitted to comment on any particular 
personnel matter, but did send a letter to parents in-
forming them about the incident. Bongiovi said that 
after receiving a complaint regarding an employee 
last week, “the district did a prompt and thorough 
investigation, and the employee ultimately resigned 
from the district.” He added that the New York State 
Department of Education was also notifi ed.

“We want to stress that there have been no prior 
reports or suspicions of any inappropriate behavior 
from this individual,” said Bongiovi. “Neither has 
there been any allegations made, in this situation or 
in the past, that involved any improper interactions 
or behaviors with students. I want to emphasize that 
we expect our staff  to adhere to the highest moral, 
ethical and professional standards. Any behavior to 
the contrary of these expectations will be dealt with 
swiftly and fi rmly.”

In wellness we trust 
The inclusion of a new wellness center in the New Paltz school budget will be voted upon on 
Tuesday, May 21

Questions have arisen about 
how the wellness center will 
be able to serve all students 

when it comes to staffi  ng and 
supervision. Who will, or 

should, staff  it? 
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NPAA 
spring raffl  e

T
HE NEW PALTZ 
Athletic Associa-
tion (NPAA) has an-
nounced that Glenn 

LaPolt and Melissa Gruver-
LaPolt of New Paltz are the 
$5,000 grand-prize winners 
of its annual spring sports raf-
fl e. Glenn is long-time teacher 
at Wallkill High School and 
serves as a trustee on the New 
Paltz Central School District 
Board of Education. Melissa is 
a teacher at New Paltz Middle 
School and coach of the varsity boys swim team.

The New Paltz Athletic Association thanks everyone who purchased raffl  e tickets this year and 
those who donated food and prizes to the raffl  e event on April 28.

"The New Paltz Athletic Association could not exist without the continued support of our spon-
sors, parents, families and the entire New Paltz community," said president Steven Takacs, "We 
appreciate the contributions made to our organization, which enable us to foster the growth of 
our modifi ed, JV and varsity sports teams and athletes." 

Glenn LaPolt and Melissa Gruver-LaPolt of New Paltz are the $5,000 
grand-prize winners of the NPAA’s annual spring sports raff le. 

The $64 
million 
question
New Paltz BOE asked to 
reconsider their elimination 
of four sys-ops positions from 
proposed budget; if they don’t, 
will it derail next week’s vote?

by Sharyn Flanagan

W
HEN VOTERS IN the New Paltz Cen-
tral School District head to the polls at 
the high school on Tuesday, May 21, it 
will be to decide whether or not to ap-

prove a proposed 2019-2020 budget of $63,640,000. 
That dollar amount is set in stone, established as the 
fi nal amount to place before voters when the budget 

was adopted by the district’s Board of Education in 
April. But the manner in which to use those funds 
is once again under contention, despite what voters 
will read in a budget newsletter already printed.

The New Paltz BOE met on Wednesday, May 8 for 
their regular meeting, which included a fi nal public 
hearing on the budget as mandated by law. And the 
public gave the board an earful about their decision 
to eliminate the positions of four “sys-ops” employ-
ees; systems operation specialists who work as tech-
nology assistants to the teachers and who, according 
to several of the speakers at last Wednesday’s meet-
ing, are the people who do the real heavy lifting in 
the schools when it comes to technology issues.

At a School Board forum on the budget earlier this 
spring, when the budget was still in the develop-
mental stage, a number of local residents attended 
and spoke about their belief that smaller class sizes 
were the greatest priority, particularly at the kinder-
garten and young elementary stages. Class sizes in 
the elementary schools are projected for next year 
at approximately 20-21 per kindergarten class, 22-23 
in fi rst and second grades, 21-22 in third grade and 
23-24 for fi fth grade classes.

A number of speakers who identifi ed themselves 
as kindergarten teachers spoke of the value of hav-
ing a maximum of 18 students in their classes, and 
several parents, some armed with petitions signed 
by many others, stood to speak in agreement, noting 
the growth and progress they’ve seen in their own 
children when classes are small.  

But because the state aid of $16 million came in 
at $334,701 less than initially anticipated, the initial 
budget proposed by the superintendent and assis-
tant superintendent called for tabling the hiring of 
three elementary school teachers to replace three 
retiring teachers, which would mean maintaining 
current class sizes.

As a result of the community feedback, board 
members said at the next meeting that they would 
not approve a budget that did not include the hir-
ing of elementary school teachers to bring down 
class sizes. Trustees laboriously combed through the 

budget proposal, line by line, in an eff ort to keep the 
dollar amount the same but fi nd a way to shift funds 
toward hiring four full-time teachers and a library 
clerk. That was accomplished in the end, but only by 
eliminating the four sys-ops positions.

At the Wednesday, May 8 public hearing, the 
board heard from a number of speakers who voiced 
their concern.

Kathryn Stewart, New Paltz High School math 
teacher and vice-president of the teacher’s union, 
was representative of the remarks made. She urged 
the board to fi nd the funding to keep the sys-ops 
positions, making an impassioned plea voicing her 
concern. “I continue to be utterly puzzled about the 
false binary that is being presented to us,” she said, 
“that we are getting rid of the sys-ops so that we can 
have smaller class sizes.” It doesn’t have to be a con-
fl ict, as board members have said, she noted, to have 
smaller class sizes and keep the sys-ops employees.

“You have an almost $64 million budget,” Stewart 
said. “We’re looking for $150,000. We need those 
sys-ops. Our students need our sys-ops. The teach-
ers need our sys-ops. You’ve heard from all of us; 
we’re the ones in the building. Talk to the director of 
technology; ask him questions. Ask Barbara Clinton, 
and the other building principals. Talk to the stu-
dents. I’ve talked to all these people, and not one of 
them thinks it’s a good plan to get rid of the sys-ops.”

Noting the presentation given earlier that evening 
about future technology plans for the schools, Stew-
art said, “I’m looking at all these fantastic plans on 
the slides, and thinking, ‘Who’s going to do all of 
that?’ We had a whole day of professional develop-
ment recently, and it was the high school sys-op who 
trained all of the teachers from the district on Google 
Classroom.” The four sys-ops currently employed by 
the district have been “the real integrated instruc-
tional technology teachers in the schools,” Stewart 
claimed. “Do they have the fancy degree? No. But 
they’ve been far more eff ective than the two [inte-
grated technology teachers] that we’ve had in my 
tenure, who had the fancy degree.”

In closing, Stewart said that those inside the school 
are literally “panicked” at the thought of losing the 
sys-ops employees.

New Paltz High School English teacher, Michelle 
Diana, who noted she has never felt the need to 
address the board before but found this issue too 
compelling to stay silent, said that the only reason 
anyone would contemplate eliminating a sys-op was 
if they didn’t know the vital importance of that posi-
tion in today’s age of accelerating technology. “Try-
ing to keep up with technology is often like trying 
to stem the tide. The teachers try their best to keep 
abreast of everything, but it’s coming at us fast and 
furious. For this reason, most businesses are increas-
ing their tech departments, adding further support 
for their employees.” The decision to eliminate the 
sys-ops in the New Paltz district, she added, would 
be “extremely short-sighted.”

The high school sys-op, Katherine McEachin, 

spoke to the board to clarify what a person in her 
position does. For one thing, she noted, a sys-op 
serves as “level one” support to address the easier 
problems, which allows the technicians to reserve 
their time to focus on the more complicated issues. 
But beyond that, a technician is responsible for making 
sure the hardware and software work, she said, while a 
sys-op is the person who sits down and actually works 
with the student or teacher on technology issues.

“It’s not the role of a technician to help a teacher 
who is having formatting issues while they’re cre-
ating a quiz, or to sit with a student who is having 
trouble understanding the programs that they need 
to use. That is what our role is. We’re the ones who 
work with the teachers and students, and the techni-
cians work with devices and programs.”

Another role the sys-op performs in the district 
has to do with the type of professional development 
Stewart referenced in her remarks. “That’s been a 
big part of the role of a sys-op in the New Paltz dis-
trict,” McEachin said. “We provide training for large 
groups on conference days, and for small groups 
during and after school, and one-on-one. And to 
support those sessions, we provide daily on-call 
support and training for teachers and students for a 
large variety of programs and devices.”

By the end of the meeting, the board decided to 
“leave the conversation open.” The budget vote for 
a $64 million budget will go on as planned, but how 
the funds will be allotted, should the budget pass, 
remains under consideration. 

The budget vote and approval of two trustees for 
two seats opening on the School Board will be held 
on Tuesday, May 21 from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the high 
school. For more information, visit newpaltz.k12.
ny.us. ++

“I continue to be utterly 
puzzled about the false 

binary that is being 
presented to us,” teacher 

Kathryn Stewart said, “that 
we are getting rid of the 

sys-ops so that we can have 
smaller class sizes.” 
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Gardiner maps out new 
trail system on landfi ll 
property
by Frances Marion Platt

“I 
DON’T KNOW WHAT somebody was 
thinking when they said, ‘Let’s make that 
a landfi ll.’ It’s probably one of the most 
beautiful pieces of property in the Town 

of Gardiner.” That was supervisor Marybeth Majes-
tic’s reaction to a guided tour that she and several 
other town offi  cials were recently given of a new 
cycling and hiking trail being proposed on town-
owned property surrounding the Gardiner Transfer 
Station, off  Steve’s Lane. The plans for the trail net-
work are being developed by members of the town’s 
Parks and Recreation Commission.

The large parcel has frontage on the Wallkill Riv-
er as well as a spectacular view of the Shawangunk 
cliff s. Councilman Warren Wiegand noted that the 
best views are from the top of the landfi ll, where 
pipes venting methane from the buried garbage may 
be vulnerable to damage from passersby straying 
from the offi  cial trail as mapped. “Motorbikers are 
using it anyway,” he warned. Councilwoman Laura 
Walls agreed that the planners must consider the 
“unintended consequences of creating something 
so spectacular. It does need to be thought through 
fully. And we need to acknowledge that there will be 
some costs.”

The volunteers backing development of the trail 
have already identifi ed a suitable area that could be 
designated for parking, Majestic reported, and the 
visiting offi  cials determined that it seemed adequate. 
Wiegand said that the full length of the trail as envi-
sioned seemed designed primarily for mountain bik-
ers and would really only be accessible to very hardy 
hikers. “To develop a constituency who gets excited 
about it will need a diff erent trail; you need to open 
it up to non-bikers…more like a carriage trail.”

Wiegand and fellow councilman David Dukler 
agreed to attend the next Parks and Recreation meet-
ing and seek additional details about the group’s rec-
ommendations. “The success of it, I think, is inevi-
table,” said Majestic.

Gardiner authorizes Flow 
Management Plan for stressed 
sewage plant

The Town of Gardiner has taken a step forward to-
ward addressing the problem of the municipal sew-
age treatment plant nearing the limits of its capacity 
to serve development in the hamlet. At the May 7 
Town Board meeting, supervisor Marybeth Majestic 
announced that she had received a letter from the 
New York State Department of Environmental Con-
servation determining that the demand on the plant 
had exceeded 95 percent of its design fl ow, and that 
Gardiner has until August 1 to present the agency 
with a Flow Management Plan.

This ruling did not come entirely as a surprise. 
A Sewage Treatment Plant Evaluation and Sewer 
System Capacity Report delivered at the February 
14 meeting by Pitingaro & Doetsch Consulting Engi-

GARDINER  | TOWN BOARD neers, PC warned that Gardiner was in jeopardy of 
“Notices of Violation and Consent Orders from the 
DEC” in the event of “exceedances of the permitted 
average daily fl ow limit.”

The Town Board voted unanimously to authorize 
Pitingaro & Doetsch, at a cost of $3,500, to prepare 
the Flow Management Plan by August. The fi rst step 
in implementation of the plan is likely to include an 
infl ow and infi ltration study, at an additional cost 
of about $40,000. Councilwoman Laura Walls also 
suggested asking the engineering fi rm what it would 
charge to write a grant proposal seeking state fund-
ing for implementation of the project.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Gardiner extends tourism 
accommodations moratorium

At its May 7 meeting, the Gardiner Town Board 
voted to extend the local law passed in December 
2018 establishing a six-month moratorium on pro-
posals for new tourism-related accommodations. 
While the board has already devoted considerable 
time to studying the language in the existing zon-
ing code pertaining to such projects, and has made 
some progress on tweaking it to fi t recent trends in 
vacation housing such as Airbnb, “There’s no way 
we’ll be done by May,” acknowledged supervisor 
Marybeth Majestic.

The moratorium applies to “the processing and 
approval of new applications for building permits, 
special use permits, special permits, variances, site 
plan approval, lot line revision, subdivision approval 
or other approvals or permission related to the un-
dertaking, establishment, placement, development, 
excavation, enlargement, construction or erection of 
the following in the Town: 1) Camps; 2) Low-Impact 
Recreation; 3) Recreational Camps and Facilities; 4) 
Lodging Facilities; 5) Resorts; 6) Tourist Camps; 7) 
Travel Trailer Parks; and 8) Glamping Facilities.”

-- Frances Marion Platt

ROSENDALE  | TOWN BOARD

Downtown Rosendale EV station no 
longer free to users

Beginning by the end of May, users of the electric 
vehicle (EV) charging station in downtown Rosen-
dale will have to pay for the privilege of recharging 
their car batteries. At its May 8 meeting, the Town 
Board approved a new contract with ChargePoint, 
the international company that manufactures the 
technology used in the charging station.

The cost of power for the station -- located on the 
periphery of Willow Kiln Park, at the rear of the mu-
nicipal parking lot on Main Street behind the Rosen-
dale Theatre – was covered for its fi rst two years of 
operation under a state grant that the town received 
after completing the requirements to become a full 
participant in the Energy Smart Communities pro-
gram. That introductory period has now ended and, 
according to town supervisor Jeanne Walsh, “It’s 
time to have a system where people pay.”

Most EV owners already pay for most of their “fi ll-
ups” through a ChargePoint card, Walsh explained. 
Besides making and installing the equipment, the 
company maintains an online network through 
which drivers fi nd out where the nearest EV charg-
ing station is located, as well as pay their bills. The 
system also includes software that tracks usage and 
gives municipalities feedback. According to Rosen-
dale councilman Ernest Klepeis, the records show 
that of the downtown station’s average 20 users per 
month, “Most came more than once a month. And 
there are two users who come every day.”

Since the presence of an EV charging station in a 
town can encourage visits from out-of-town motor-
ists with potential tourism dollars to spend, cham-
bers of commerce in many communities pick up the 
tab for their electricity use. The Rosendale Cham-
ber of Commerce has not yet assumed that role, al-
though Walsh said that the possibility has come up 
for discussion.

-- Frances Marion Platt
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GARDINER | EVENT

by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE 11TH ANNUAL Gardiner Cupcake Fes-
tival will be held Saturday, May 18 from 
noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine at Wright’s 
Farm. The event off ers attendees more 

than 10,000 cupcakes to purchase in varieties both 
classic and quirky and with vegan and gluten-free 
options available. But while the festival has its ori-
gins in the cupcake trend of a decade or so ago, 
the event has, over the years, become more about 
people getting together for an afternoon of fun on 
an expansive farm set far back from the road, which 
becomes its own little world inhabited for the day by 
food and cupcake vendors, live music, wine and spirits 
tastings and children’s activities that include bouncy 
houses, pony rides, cupcake decorating, a petting zoo 
and free wagon rides through the orchard.

Admission costs $5 – kids age six and under get in 
free – and there is plenty of free parking at the 453-
acre site. A full schedule of local bands will play live 
music all day, including the six-piece Black Mountain 
Symphony, who off er a genre-busting set blending 
infl uences from folk music to Motown to funk-rock. 
Adults can enjoy wine, hard cider and spirits tast-
ings and browse the selection of craft and gift items 
at the vendor stands.

And as always, the event will be preceded by the Gar-
diner 5K Cupcake Classic at 11 a.m., winding through 
the apple orchards of Wright’s Farm with great views 
of the Shawangunk Mountains. The course is mainly 
gravel farm roads and orchard grasslands. Participants 
pass peach trees, strawberry plants, the hop yard and 
several ponds, one of which is named Louis Lake, after 
its resident swan. Walkers, strollers and dogs are wel-
come (leash and additional waiver are required for the 
latter). Registration for the 5K is from 9:15-10:45 a.m. 
on the day of the event or register online through Fri-
day, May 17; the cost is $30. All participants receive a 
cupcake and an apple at the fi nish line.

Cupcake vendors at the festival this year include 

Gardiner Cupcake Festival will take place this Saturday, May 18

LAUREN THOMAS

The Gardiner Cupcake Festival will take place this Saturday, May 18 at Wright's Farm.

Deising’s Bakery in Kingston, Mid-Hudson Cakes 
from Wappingers Falls and Peace, Love & Cupcakes 
from Woodstock. Food vendors include the award-
winning Handsome Devil barbecue, Reggae Boy Ja-
maican food, Pizza a Legna's mobile wood-fi red piz-
za oven and a Mexican food truck as yet unnamed.

The Gardiner Cupcake Festival will also off er its 
annual cupcake contest for amateur bakers, with a 
$100 cash prize given out to fi rst place winners in 
each category, which this year are “Best Tasting-Al-
cohol [infused],” “Best Frosting,” “Best Botanically-

Inspired,” and “Best Farm-themed Cupcakes.” It’s 
not too late to enter; the cost is $12 per category, 
payable online at the event website. Cupcake check-
in is from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the day of the 
event. Prizes are awarded at approximately 2 p.m. 
Cupcakes baked for the contest aren't available for 
purchase, but visitors can stop by the judging booth 
to check out the creativity of the competitors.

Wright's Farm is located at 699 Route 208 in Gar-
diner. More information is available at www.gar-
dinercupcakefestival.com or on Facebook. ++
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of P&G’s in New Paltz at about 3:30 a.m. Accounts 
diff er, but by the end of that encounter, Echols had a 
broken jaw and some police offi  cers were reportedly 
covered in blood, which they say was spit on them 
by the defendant. Whether Echols’ jaw was broken 
prior to when police responded — he was punched in 
the face, initiating the altercation which got offi  cers’ 
attention — or while in custody was one of the facts 
in dispute; attorneys also wrangled over whether he 
intentionally spit blood on any of the offi  cers pres-
ent. The prosecution case focused on Echols being 
combative and belligerent, while the defense fram-
ing was that the entire incident might have been de-
fused without any arrest if handled diff erently.

Plans to hold a rally in Echols’ support prior to the 
trial starting did result in a number of people show-
ing up the fi rst day of the trial on May 8, and while 
no formal protest occurred, there remained in atten-
dance anywhere from a dozen to 20 or more people 
throughout the proceedings.

Testimony by responding offi  cers, their written 
reports and video footage of the incident were all 
submitted into evidence. Echols was punched in the 
face that night by one Nicholas Rosario, who was 
subsequently knocked unconscious in retaliation 
by Echols’ friend Kelly Sherman. Police responded 
at that point, tending to Rosario and arresting Sher-
man. Echols attempted to intervene on behalf of his 
friend, according to assistant district attorney Mat-
thew Jankowski, and it “turned into a melee” when 
he got aggressive. Three offi  cers were needed to 
handcuff  Echols, and they maintain that he struggled 
and resisted being put into the back of a cruiser. New 
Paltz police offi  cer Robert Knoth purportedly be-

Acquitted, in the main
(Continued from page 1) 

came entangled with Echols in the back seat, and ad-
mits to striking Echols three times in the face at that 
time. Knoth is also one of the offi  cers who says blood 
was spat upon him by the defendant; he asserts that 
Echols asked, “How’s that blood taste?”

Defense attorney Michael Sussman sees a diff er-
ent way to interpret events: Echols, the original in-
jured party, was ignored by offi  cers until he made 
that impossible. Rosario, the white man who struck 
him, was tended to but not charged. Sherman, com-
ing to Echols’ aid, was arrested for hitting Rosario. 
No one tried to look at Echols’ injuries at that time. 
According to Sussman, this is why Echols draws 
the conclusion that a racial motivation is at work. 
The attorney characterized the entire incident as a 
“tragic over-response” by offi  cers, and he set out to 
pick apart their procedures and cast doubt upon 
their credibility.

At one point during the trial, Sussman ques-
tioned Adam Montfort, a sheriff ’s deputy who was 
on the scene and also says he got blood spat upon 
him. Montfort was wearing a body camera — which 
are not yet in use by Town of New Paltz offi  cers — 
which show there were two offi  cers between him 
and Echols when Montfort remarked, “I got it all 
over me, too.” Sussman asked Montfort how Echols 
might have gotten blood on the deputy when the 
defendant wasn’t even visible to the offi  cer. “You 
got me,” Montfort replied. Some in the gallery in-
terpreted the response as an admission of a lie, 
while others took it as, “I don’t know.” Asked about 
it later, Sussman said he believed both could be 
true to some extent.

During his questioning, Sussman seemed to cast 
doubt also on how offi  cer Ryan Bulson might have 
been spit upon. Based on testimony and what of-
fi cers are heard saying, that should have occurred 
when Echols was partially in the back of a police car, 
and Bulson acknowledged that he could not actually 
see Echols at that moment, as other offi  cers were in 
the way, including offi  cer Knoth, who was in the ve-

hicle and partially atop Echols.
Sussman was not permitted to ask Knoth about his 

recent retirement, and whether it was tied to this in-
cident. Instead, he just asked Knoth if he was aware a 
complaint had been brought about him to the town’s 
police commission, which members of that body ul-
timately found to be without merit. In questioning 
Knoth, the attorney largely focused on the period of 
time when he was getting Echols into the car. As Knoth 
described it, after pushing Echols’ knee to get him 
down, the then-offi  cer got tangled with the defendant; 
Echols, three-quarters across the back seat, was on his 
right side and Knoth’s right arm was underneath his 
body. Knoth testifi ed that Echols at this time raised his 
head and spit blood upon the offi  cer, and Knoth struck 
him with his left hand at least three times near the eye 
to extricate the arm and exit the vehicle. Video footage 
shows that two diff erent offi  cers opened the door on 
the other side to assist, and closed it again as Knoth 
had the situation under control. No other offi  cer testi-
fi ed to see the tangling of Knoth and Echols, nor the 
fact that Knoth struck Echols.

Jury trials are uncommon in the town court; 
most charges for which a jury is needed are heard 
in either county or supreme court instead. That 
Jankowski pursued a trial in this case is seen as re-
markable by observers. Katz was clearly unfamiliar 
with all the procedures, and at times seemed to de-
fer to the other two attorneys present for guidance. 
The jury was comprised of six members with two 
alternates. These were drawn from a pool of 60 
county residents. Only two of those 60 were Afri-
can American; one of those two was empaneled as 
an alternate. Sussman remarked outside the court-
house the fi rst day that he believed the jurors select-
ed could be fair and impartial. Juries only weigh in on 
crimes, which in this case means the misdemeanors 
of resisting arrest and obstructing governmental ad-
ministration. They returned a not-guilty verdict on 
those counts, apparently agreeing with Sussman that 
there was no evidence of intent — as the law requires 
— for either charge.

The trial was interrupted Wednesday, May 9 by a 
medical emergency, and not resumed until Friday. 
Sussman, who had complained of back pain prior to 
the proceedings beginning, was affl  icted so severely 
that afternoon he had to be transported from the 
courthouse by ambulance. In his closing arguments 
he thanked jurors for their patience.

Katz was required to rule on the violations, which 
were two charges of harassment — for the blood-spit-
ting — and one of disorderly conduct. While Sussman 
argued again that there was no evidence of intent, and 
that the evidence made it implausible that any of the 
offi  cers ever got blood on them (there being at least 
one clear shot of Knoth’s face showing no blood before 
he wiped it with a bandana), Jankowski maintained 
that the intent is implicit in the fact that Echols was 
acting in a belligerent manner. Testimony of offi  cers 
recounts fl ailing of arms and spewing of profanities; 
Sussman noted no sign of the fl ailing on video, and 
that off ensive speech remains protected speech. Nev-
ertheless, Katz did fi nd Echols guilty of disorderly con-
duct and for harassment in regard to Knoth; he levied 
a $250 fi ne and 50 hours community service.

Echols indicated a sense of relief at the trial’s con-
clusion. While his attorney “could not say defi ni-
tively if there will be an appeal” of Katz’s decisions, 
he confi rmed the likelihood of civil litigation against 
police. ++
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HIGHLAND | EVENT

by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE SEVENTH ANNUAL SpringFest celebra-
tion in Highland will be held this Saturday, 
May 18 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. A combined 
eff ort of the Town of Lloyd Events Commit-

tee and the Highland Business Association, SpringFest 
is offi  cially meant to showcase local businesses and 
organizations in a family-friendly atmosphere. And 
while we’ve probably over-used this analogy about the 
events put on in the hamlet of Highland over the years, 
SpringFest really does feel like a big block party.

The streets are closed to traffi  c and organized 
games for kids and adults include a version of mu-
sical chairs billed as the largest such game in the 
Hudson Valley and the wacky Shopping Cart Relay 
that benefi ts local food pantries. Residents stroll 
the hamlet, all seeming to know one another, and 
a number of performances and demonstrations are 
off ered in the town square throughout the day by the 
talented students of local dance, theater and karate 

schools. Local nonprofi ts will be on hand to answer 
questions about environmental concerns and other 
community matters, and the entire day plays out 
against the backdrop of deejay music early in the day 
followed by live music from 4-8 p.m. Admission is 
free and the event is held rain or shine.

Organizers promise “tons of great local food and 

SpringFest celebration in Highland returns May 18

artisan vendors” this year, according to Stephanie 
Fraino of the Events Committee. The activities at 
SpringFest always vary a little each time -- it will not 
kick off  with the Semper Fi 5K this year, for example 
-- but visitors will fi nd the return of the petting zoo, 
pony rides, an infl atable obstacle course and a “kid’s 
zone” with carnival games.

The street-long game of musical chairs takes place 
at 1 p.m., with musical assist by DJ Reg of Now 97.7. 
The Shopping Cart Relay to benefi t the local food 
pantry is held at 2 p.m. Incorporating elements of 
the waiter’s race that used to be held at each Spring-
Fest, members of a three-person team race through 
the streets of the hamlet, performing intricate ma-
neuvers at top speed. The fi rst team member pushes 
a heavy shopping cart full of canned goods donated 
by Highland’s Hannaford Supermarket, with the sec-
ond team member unloading the cans and stacking 
them in a pyramid formation. The third team mem-
ber then races to the fi nish line while carrying three 
full glasses of water in plastic cups on a waiter’s tray, 
without spilling a drop. The caper ends with one of 
the other two members donning a helmet and hop-
ping into the cart, rushed to the fi nish line before the 
competition makes it there. Prizes are awarded to the 
speediest racers. The fee to enter the competition is 
the donation of a box of nonperishable food items.

Street performances will include dance presenta-
tions from Highland’s Gina Marie’z Academy of Per-
forming Arts at 11:30 a.m. and 3 p.m., and a Zumba 
presentation by Sherri and Rezzy at noon. Perform-
ers from Stage-to-Screen in the hamlet will off er teas-
ers from their current production of Matilda at 12:30 
p.m. and vocalist Laila Mach, a New Paltz middle-
school student, will take the stage at 12:45 p.m. And 
the always entertaining Bushiken Karate Skinner 
Dojo will off er karate demonstrations at 1:30 p.m.

As the afternoon wanes and the kids tire out, live 
music will take center stage with Kingston-based 
American roots rock trio, Payne’s Grey Sky, with spe-
cial appearance by Gia Ness. For more information, 
visit Highland SpringFest on Facebook or the event 
website at  https://www.highlandspringfest.com/. ++

LAUREN THOMAS

Gina Marie'z Academy of Performing Arts showcased the talents of poised young dancers at the Highland SpringFest in 
2015.
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NEW PALTZ | PEOPLE

MARYALICE CITERA

Jason Friedman on Trapps Bridge during the Rock The Ridge competition. 

by Erin Quinn

N
EW PALTZ’S OWN Jason Friedman, 43, 
won the sixth annual Rock the Ridge ultra-
marathon race, which took him and 600 
other mountain goats through 50 miles 

of breathtaking carriage roads and trails that began 
and fi nished at the Testimonial Gatehouse.

While the idea of running 50 miles over the course 
of a year might make some people blanch, Fried-
man and these hundreds of ultramarathoners ran 50 
miles, all in one day. In Friedman’s case, he ran 50 
consecutive miles without a nap, a break, a massage 
nor a real meal, in seven hours and one minute, to 
be exact.

“I just had a good day,” said Friedman in his 
humble unassuming way, as he drank a Diet Coke at 
the Bakery, likely before or after a double-digit-mile 
training run. “I love that race, those trails. It’s where 
I do most of my runs, so I knew I would fi nish top 
seven, even if I didn’t have a great day. But to fi nish 
fi rst? I wasn’t expecting that.”

Not only does Friedman run approximately 100 
miles a week, but he’s also an emergency room phy-
sician, a husband, father of two beautiful daughters 
(Alexa and Dylan) and has a fascinating podcast, 
The Pain Cave, that he devotes to various issues that 
pertain to ultramarathons. Topics include nutrition, 
cross-training, the nervous system, sports medicine 
and interviews with people who run and win races 
that are 100 miles or longer – often in more gruel-
ing topographical settings like deserts or at high al-
titude.

“I’ve always run competitively,” explained Fried-
man, who ran track and cross-country in high school 
on Long Island and then ran at the NCAA Division 1 
level at Cornell University in both track and cross-
country. “I was never really that fast. So, the longer I 
went, the more competitive I became.” While Fried-
man makes this pronouncement about himself, let 
me just say that he ran the Rock the Ridge 50-mile 
race in 8:20-minute miles and his fastest road mara-
thon (26.4 miles) was at a 6:20-minute mile pace. 
“Slow” here, folks, is all relative. 

While in medical school in Philadelphia and in 
residency there, Friedman began to run road mar-
athons – ten, to be exact. Of course, he had heard 
of ultramarathons, but in his mind, they were just 
“long jogs.” “I never thought of them as being com-
petitive. I just thought they were something you 
completed,” he said.

This changed when he went to the Western States 
Endurance Run in California to volunteer at one of 
the aid stations and saw Scott Jurek, American ultra-
marathoner and New York Times best-selling author 
of Eat & Run, win the race. “That changed my view 
of ultramarathoning,” he said. “These runners were 
fi erce athletes. They were incredible to watch.”

Friedman began to train and soon ran a 50K, and 
then a 50-miler. Thus far in his post-collegiate career 
he has run close to 45 ultras (defi ned by any endur-
ance race over the marathon distance). One of these 
recently included the badass Leadville 100-mile race 
in an old mining town in the middle of the Rocky 
Mountains in Colorado that tops out at 12,700 feet 
above sea level. This run is infamous for how chal-
lenging it is – not only because of its length, but also 
because the terrain can be treacherous, the altitude 
is oxygen-thin and there several hours run with a 
headlamp on in the middle of the night. But Fried-
man completed it and received the coveted Leadville 
fi nisher belt buckle last year with fl ying colors.

“My longest one was a 24-hour challenge where I 
ran 123 miles,” he said, making me think that these 
athletes, a marathon-length distance must seem the 
equivalent of a Turkey Trot or “fun run.”

Asked how he handles the inevitable mental and 
physical troughs that must come with the mind and 
body having to endure the punishment of 30 or 50 
or 100 miles of pounding the trails or carriage roads, 
Friedman said, “You know it’s going to come, so the 
real trick is to accept it and know that it will pass. 
Phil [Vondra, a friend and fellow New Paltz ultrama-
rathoner] is great at that. There is at least one point 
in every race for me where I think that I’m going to 
have to quit – that I should just stop and give up ul-
tramarathons.”

Those moments, thus far, always pass. “What I try 

to do is to embrace it and say to myself, ‘What can 
help me feel better? Am I getting dehydrated? Do I 
need to eat something? Should I walk for a bit and 
just keep moving forward and give my legs a break?’ 
I try and look at it like a problem that I can solve, and 
that helps me.”

Even in the Rock the Ridge, Friedman said that 
there was a point when he thought he would not 
have enough gas in the tank to win it. “I was running 
scared that last two or three hours, because I can 
usually get Etan [Levavi, the winner of the race last 
year and the runner-up to Friedman in this year’s 
competition] on the uphills, but he destroys me on 
the downhills. I was most concerned about that as-
cent up to Castle Point, because at that stage, we’d 
been climbing for almost 20 miles. But that section 
was where I felt the best.”

After Castle Point, the race is, for the most part, on a 
downhill trajectory. “I kept waiting for him to pass me. 
I was looking behind my shoulder, and I did not think 
I would win it until that last stretch to the Gatehouse, 
when there was only a mile to go.” In a 50-mile, seven-
hour race, Levavi and Friedman were so well-matched 
that they only fi nished 30 seconds apart!

How does he train? According to Friedman, it’s 
not a question of if he’s going to run each day; it’s 
just when and where. “I decided a long time ago that 
this was a part of my life. I don’t ask myself, ‘Am I 
going to be able to run today?’ I just fi nd a way to do 
it. I will drop Alexa off  at swim and run for an hour, 
or I’ll run to Dylan’s soccer game or I’ll run at night.”

He says that he often listens to podcasts or music 
when he’s running. “I like to listen to podcasts about 
competitive sports – anything sports-related. It’s like 
running and talking with someone, only it’s a mono-
logue and not a dialogue,” he says with a laugh. But 
not when he’s racing. Music? Yes, once he has his 
bearings and has the lay of the ultra-land.

To mix up his training and keep his body in peak 
condition, Friedman throws in speed work and hill 
repeats, as well as higher-intensity runs and longer, 
lower-intensity runs. He noted that the New Paltz 
area has a large and supportive network of runners 
at every level. “We have people here that run sub-

Rock the Ridge
Meet ultramarathon hometown champ Jason Friedman



June 14, 2012  •  13  May 16, 2019 • 13  New Paltz Times 

2:20 marathons,” he said. “We have all levels of run-
ners, and they’ll all run with each other! That’s part 
of what makes this area so amazing. Everyone is ex-
cited for everyone else to achieve their goal or take 
on a new challenge. It’s great. And the trails? I mean, 
that’s why we moved here. They’re incredible, and I 
love being part of a race that supports the Preserve.”

What he loves about training in the Gunks is the hun-
dreds of miles of carriage roads that he can explore or 
do repeat runs on. “I have my regular routes that are 
six miles, nine miles, 12 miles; but then, when I go for a 
long training run, it’s fun to just go and explore.” Asked 
what his favorite run in the Gunks is, he hesitated, as if 
he was being asked which child he liked best. “Ham-
ilton Point Trail at Minnewaska,” he conceded. “And 
any run that includes Skytop,” he quickly added, “be-
cause of those views! This is why we moved here.”

Friedman said that it was “pretty cool” to win the 
big race along his stomping grounds, in his town, 
surrounded by friends and family and fellow run-
ners. “I have to hand it to [Rock the Ridge race di-
rectors] Mark Eisenhandler and John Stern,” he said. 
“The race was just managed so well. There was great 

communication between the runners and the race 
directors. The aid stations were well-staff ed; the fi n-
ish line was very celebratory. And it was cool to feel 
like an ambassador to my town and the trails that we 
love. It was nice to see so many people I knew run-
ning the race, and to see so many people get to enjoy 
what we get to enjoy every day!”

Friedman admits that still being competitive is 
a driving factor in his training. “Will I always run? 
Probably,” he mused. “But would I continue to put 
this much into it if I wasn’t competitive anymore? I 
don’t think so. That’s part of what motivates me. It’s 
fun to challenge myself and to be pushed by people 
I respect, and to be beaten by them!” he said with a 
grin. The winner is as kind and humble and gracious 
as they come.

If you’re at all interested in running, ultramara-
thons, nutrition for athletes, biomechanics or what 
kind of craft beer the ultrarunners are drinking for 
fuel, tune into Friedman’s podcast The Pain Cave.

Rock the Ridge Raises $1 million
for the Mohonk Preserve

Going into its sixth year, New Paltz’s Rock the 
Ridge endurance race has helped to raise over $1 
million for the 8,700-acre Mohonk Preserve. “We 
grossed over $300,000 this year,” said Mark Eisen-
handler, the assistant race director. “I thought the 
race went incredibly well. It was sold out, with just 
over 600 people competing.” He noted that this year 
they were much more fortunate with the weather. 
“It was cold and did rain a bit, but after last year 
[when the race had to be canceled due to cold tem-
peratures and heavy rain and wind], we made sure 
to prepare for less-than-ideal conditions and be sure 
that we could keep the race safe and running.”

At the fi nish line, they created a little village with 
local food and drink vendors like the Main Street Bis-
tro, Arrowwood Farm and the Kettleborough Cider 
House. “There was one running club [Prospect Park 
from Brooklyn] that put up a tent at the fi nish line,” 
said Eisenhandler. “They were great. They had a 
bunch of individual runners and some relay teams in 
the race, and they cheered everyone on and stayed 
until the last person crossed at 10 p.m.!”

The race has a 24-hour limit, which essentially 
makes it feasible for your “average” ultramarathon-
er to give it a go and keep it open to locals who may 

want to do a four-person relay team or do a section 
of the race or complete the entire 50-miles at a non-
Jay Friedman type of pace. “From the get-go, it was 
always the goal to have the race be as accessible as 
an endurance race can be,” said the assistant race 
director. “It has carriage roads, which are more man-
ageable, and several aid stations to assist people. We 
also off er relays and a generous time limit.” This isn’t 
always the case in ultra-world, where there can be 
very diffi  cult, technical single-track trails, few-to-no 
aid stations and sometimes a compass, so that racers 
have to do a little mountain orienteering in the midst 

 “We have all levels of 
runners, and they’ll all run 
with each other! That’s part 

of what makes this area 
so amazing . Everyone is 

excited for everyone else to 
achieve their goal or take on 
a new challenge. It’s great.” 

of running upwards of 50 miles.
“We created this little funnel for people to come 

into the fi nish line through, and then the racers were 
able to hang out at the fi nish area and recap their 
race with friends and other participants, cheer on 
people. It was great.”

The top three fi nishers were Jason Friedman, 
Etan Levavi and Kirk Theofanides. The top fe-
male fi nisher was Jemma Howlett, followed by 
Holly Chase and Brooke Drumbore. To get the full 
results, go to www.racetecresults.com/results.
aspx?CId=17063&RId=236&EId=1. ++

mohonkpreserve.org
845.255.0919

Mohonk Preserve
would like to sincerely thank the 2019 Rock The Ridge 50-mile Endurance Challenge 

sponsors, volunteers and neighbors for contributing to the success of this year’s event!
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Kris McDaniel-Miccio.

Sue your 
abuser
New York law now makes it 
possible for far longer

by Violet Snow

A
FTER YEARS OF resistance from New 
York State lawmakers, the newly Demo-
cratic-controlled legislature has passed a 
bill that extends the statute of limitations 

for youthful victims of sexual assault to bring suit 
against their abusers and against the church, school, 
or other institution where the abuse occurred. While 
this change is good news for people who are ready to 
confront perpetrators, the process of bringing such 
a suit can be daunting.

Kingston attorney Kris McDaniel-Miccio wants to 
help sexual abuse victims take advantage of the new 
law, given that preparation for a suit may include 
such challenges as marshaling evidence, setting 
down detailed and painful memories, and identify-
ing and fi nding witnesses. She is seeking a venue 
for a workshop that would assist with the process, 
in collaboration with such experts as Michael Dowd, 
who has brought cases against Catholic clergy, and 
Karla DiGiroloma, founder and fi rst director of the 
New York State Offi  ce for the Prevention of Domestic 
Violence.

The Child Victims Act (CVA), which was signed 
into law this February, applies to sexual abuse that 

occurred when the victim was under 18 years of age. 
Previously, a suit could be brought only until the 
victim turned 23. Now that limit is set at 55 for civil 
cases and 28 for criminal suits. And, for the fi rst year 
the law is in eff ect, a plaintiff  of any age may bring 
civil suit for abuse that occurred before the age of 
18. The CVA enables prosecution not only of the sex-
ual abuser but also of every person and institution 
whose negligence enabled the abuser’s misconduct. 
A key provision of the law is that people who sue the 
state are no longer required to fi le a notice of claim.

Because the crime may have occurred many years 

ago, it’s not easy to assemble the evidence required 
to demonstrate that one has a case. McDaniel-Mic-
cio, a former prosecutor and law professor, de-
scribed her interview with an individual who was 
abused four decades ago at a high school. “We went 
through a series of questions,” she explained. “Who 
was the principal at the time? Who was the coach? 
Who was in the gym at the same time as you? I try 
to trigger their memory so they can fi gure out the 
specifi cs of what happened and who was respon-
sible. What time of year was it? Was it snowing or 
raining?” Many people have avoided thinking about 
their memories, which are still present but have to 
be drawn out.  

Conjuring up painful memories can have a re-
traumatizing eff ect. “Attorneys handling cases of this 
type may want to refer the client to a therapist, coun-
selor, or someone who follows the client’s religious 
beliefs,” said McDaniel-Miccio. “They also have to 
be prepared in case the information becomes pub-
lic. Who don’t they want to know? Maybe they never 
told their mother.”

It also may be necessary to fi nd out what rules 
were in place in the school district or other institu-
tion at the time the crime occurred. “If they violat-
ed their own internal procedures, that gives you a 
case.”

  
Kavanaugh hearings were the impetus

The issue became important to McDaniel-Miccio 
during the confi rmation hearings for Justice Brett 
M. Kavanaugh, when Dr. Christine Blasey Ford was 
testifying that he had assaulted her in college. “I had 
memories of things I hadn’t thought of for years,” 
said McDaniel-Miccio. Unable to prosecute her own 
case because it didn’t occur in New York State, she 
has turned to helping other sexual assault victims.

“I’ve skinned my knees on a lot of political issues,” 
she said, “and I can see the results when there’s sus-
tained work.” From working on the same-sex mar-
riage campaign in Ireland to demanding equal pay 
for women and men, she’s fought and won battles. 

McDaniel-Miccio grew up in the Bronx and lived 
in Woodstock for six years in the 1990s, while teach-
ing at Albany Law School, where she started a family 
violence clinic. Having converted from Catholicism 
to Judaism, she attended the Woodstock Jewish Con-
gregation (WJC) and led workshops on reconciling 
feminism with certain elements of Judaism. 

She went on to teach full-time at law schools in 
California and in Denver, Colorado. Towards the 
end of her 16-year stint in Denver, she discovered 
male law professors at the school were being paid 
at a higher rate than female professors. The women 
joined forces to sue the university and won.

A year ago, McDaniel-Miccio moved back to the 
area and started a law fi rm in Kingston, Miccio Mc-
Daniel Pelosi. In addition to specializing in sexual 
abuse cases, she represents people seeking divorce, 
survivors of domestic violence, and others wrongly 
charged with domestic violence. “It’s important not 
just to know what the law is but to fi gure out what 
to do with it,” she said. “You have to make it real 
and make it a tool of accountability. I opened a law 
fi rm so people can fi nally get closure to an event that 
shouldn’t have happened, that stole a piece of their 
childhood.”++

Interested in attending or hosting a workshop on pre-
paring a sexual abuse case? Contact Kris McDaniel-
Miccio at kmiccio@mmplaw.org.  

Nels Leader is in the House

This past week, congressman Antonio Delgado in-
troduced Nels Leader, vice-president of Bread Alone 
Bakery, to a House Committee on Small Business 
hearing “Honoring the Nation’s Small Business He-
roes.” In his remarks, Delgado said, “In 1983, Daniel 
Leader, Nels’ father, moved to the Catskill Moun-
tains and started a small business baking naturally-
fermented, artisan breads he sold out of the trunk 
of the family station wagon. Today, Bread Alone 
Bakery has grown to four locations across Hudson 
Valley and the Catskill Mountains, to farmers’ mar-
kets, and to dozens of retailers across New York 
State. Under Nels’ leadership, Bread Alone has ex-
panded, and maintained its commitment to certifi ed 
organic artisan bread and to our planet. The Leader 
family kicked off  their 35th year in business in 2018 
by launching a solar array on the roof of their head-
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quarters in Kingston.” 
The building is in the Town of Ulster.

Hurley seeks residential respite

Faced with development pressures, including the 
proposed development of the former West Hurley 
School into 40-plus rental apartments, Hurley is 
seeking to pass a moratorium on multifamily dwell-
ings for nine months. A public hearing on the pro-
posal has been set for May 20, with Hurley supervi-
sor John Perry saying this week that he expected the 
town board to pass the measure afterwards.

“With three potential developments before us, 
we felt the need to do something,” Perry said. “We 
don’t need any pressure as our planning board, zon-
ing board and inspectors make decisions. We didn’t 
want to be left in a compromising position.”

The proposed law was discussed with the town’s 
attorney and sent this week to Kerry Danenberg and 
Kenan Gunduz, developers at Cedar East Develop-
ment II, and to the Onteora school district, which is 
selling the school property. 

“The town’s zoning is fairly outdated,” Perry said. 
“We want to ensure everything fi ts in with our re-
cently-passed new comprehensive plan.”

Other multi-family in the works include the former 
St. Joseph’s Mission Church on Zandhoek Road, and 
what Perry called “the former Tappen House” off  
Spillway Road.

Kingston mayoral competitor

While Kingston mayor Steve Noble has spent the 
past three years outlining a progressive vision for 
Kingston, a newcomer to city politics, Ethan Scott 
Barnett, says he sees a gap between that vision and 
the reality of ragged streets, underfunded parks and 
a proposal to build a luxury apartment complex in 
a city where too many residents struggle to keep 
any kind of roof over their heads. The 26 year-old 
Kingston resident and civil-rights historian plans to 
challenge Noble by running as a voice for the city’s 
working class — if he can secure a spot on Novem-
ber’s ballot.

“I look at the mayor as someone who mediates 
the tensions, not escalates them,” said Barnett of his 
third-party challenge to the incumbent Noble. “I feel 
that he sits silent at a time when we need someone to 
speak up and be a voice for the people.”

Barnett, an Accord native who moved to Kingston 
at age 16 to live with his grandmother, holds a bach-
elor’s in human rights and social justice from Brook-
lyn College. Next month, Barnett expects to gradu-
ate from the University of Delaware with a master’s 
in history with a focus on the civil-rights movement. 
He is also the founder of Young845, a website and 
media company that highlights the achievements of 
local youths in the arts.

Barnett is facing a May 28 deadline to gather 460 
signatures from city residents who are registered 
to vote to secure a spot on the ballot for the new-
ly formed Kingston People’s Party. Barnett said he 
hopes to get more as a cushion against a challenge 
to his petition.

If Barnett gets on the ballot, it will set up a three-
way race for mayor in November. Noble is already 
facing a challenge from GOP nominee Ellen DiFalco.
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by Geddy Sveikauskas

S
TATE SENATOR JEN Metzger has put forward 
a bill known as the Freedom From Fossil Fu-
els Act that would end the development of 
new fossil-fuel infrastructure in New York 

state and set a course for New York to shift to a clean 
energy economy. Nily Rozic is the Assembly co-spon-
sor.

“The urgency of climate change requires a rapid 
transition to clean energy,” said Metzger during a 
press conference. “We cannot achieve that transi-
tion, or the economic benefi ts to New York that 
it promises, if we continue to invest in new fossil-
fuel infrastructure and extend our dependence on 
fracked gas and oil from out of state.” 

The bill would require the State Energy Planning 
Board to develop a master plan for achieving fossil-
fuel-free energy by 2030 if possible, and no later 
than 2040. 

“Fossil fuels are killing our planet, and New York 
State must end the development of new fossil fuel 
infrastructure and proactively shift to clean energy,” 
said state senator Pete Harckham, a co-sponsor. 
“This legislation will set the state on the right path 
to help mitigate the eff ects of climate change, and to 
ensure that our economy is based on clean, renew-
able sources.” 

“Our ability to innovate and fi nd ways to conserve 
will make shifting from fossil fuels less diffi  cult than 
what's being asserted by the well-compensated fos-
sil-fuel lobbyists,” said New Paltz mayor Tim Rogers.

Scenic Hudson public-policy director Andy Bick-
ing said the bill provided a framework for incorpo-
rating land-use planning into a statewide strategy. It 
proposes expanding the number of regional coun-
cils to nine, helping incorporate measures specifi c 
to each region into the state energy plan. It also 
expands the makeup of the state’s energy planning 
board to include more interest groups.

"Ocean acidifi cation, rising water temperatures 
and sea level rise threaten the Hudson River and the 
communities alongside it. New York has a historic 
opportunity to show global leadership and pass am-

bitious climate legislation as senator Metzger has 
proposed," said Jeremy Cherson, legislative advo-
cacy manager for Riverkeeper. 

Kathleen Nolan of the Concerned Health Profes-
sionals of New York and an Ulster County legislator, 
also spoke. 

Metzger was optimistic. “With sensible energy 
planning, we will transform our economy and create 

Andy Bicking of Scenic Hudson, assemblywoman Nily Rozic, Kathy Nolan of Concerned Health Professionals of New 
York, Jeremy Cherson of Riverkeeper, state senator Jen Metzger and state senator Pete Harckham.

A fossil-free future?
Metzger favors setting a New York deadline for replacing oil and gas energy sources   

REGION | ENVIRONMENT

good-paying, local clean-energy jobs in the Hudson 
Valley and Catskills, and across the state,” she con-
cluded.

Metzger represents the 42nd state senate district, 
which includes Sullivan County and parts of Dela-
ware, Orange, and Ulster counties. She chairs the ag-
riculture committee and sits on a committee dealing 
health and energy issues. ++

“This is a crisis”
(Continued from page 1) 

“My daughter did not make me aware of these 
posts,” noted Wilson. “However, two days later, on 
May 3, a friend of my daughter shared the screen-
shots she took of these posts with my daughter, and 
the girls showed their teacher, who immediately in-
structed them to show the pictures to the adminis-
trators at the high school and to tell their parents.”

Wilson said she learned about all this at approxi-
mately 11 a.m., and spent the remainder of the day 
on the phone talking and texting about the matter. 
She was in contact with the mother of her daughter’s 
friend and with the New Paltz Police Department, to 
ensure they had been notifi ed and were engaged on 
the matter. But Wilson said it took fi ve hours, until 
approximately 4 p.m., before she was contacted by 
New Paltz school district administrators. “Members 

of the board and Superintendent Rice: If your child’s 
school learned that your child’s life had been threat-
ened on social media, how quickly would you want 
them to contact you?”

Wilson said that school offi  cials told her they’d 
reached out to her earlier that day when they 
learned about the incident and were unsuccessful, 
but Wilson noted that she’d had her phone in her 
hand all day and had heard nothing.

There were several issues she could address on this 
matter, said Wilson, but limited her comments at the 
meeting to asking the board to amend their district 
policy manual to refl ect a policy of notifying parents 
immediately when their child was threatened. Wil-
son asked for prompt response on her request.

Parents question district response to incidents 
of racism and anti-Semitism

At their recent meeting on May 8, New Paltz BOE 
members also heard public comment from Bianca 
Tanis, New Paltz resident and educator in another 
district who is on the ballot May 21 to join the New 
Paltz board as member (one of two people running 
for two open seats). She spoke of the ten recent in-
cidents of racism and anti-Semitism that have taken 
place in all four schools over the past four months, 
which the district notifi ed parents about through 
letters. Tanis said that while parents appreciate the 
district’s transparency and eff orts to keep parents 
informed, “we are deeply concerned at the lack of 
any specifi c educational responses to the incidents.”   

Tanis details reports about a swastika found at the 
high school and three swastikas found at the middle 

school, all in a matter of weeks. “This spring, there 
was an incident at Lenape with students using the 
“N” word, and an incident recently at Duzine with 
students using racially pejorative language toward 
other students. To date there have been no specifi c 
school-wide responses or eff orts that would com-
fort and assure students who may be feeling fear or 
confusion, and no specifi c education regarding the 
meaning of these images and words.”

This is not acceptable, she said, noting that “the 
passage of time with no clear or specifi c response to 
these incidents sends a strong message, but unfortu-
nately it is the wrong message.”

Individuals who have reached out to the district 
about these incidents have been told there are ef-
forts underway to engage with community and re-
ligious leaders and experts to off er opportunities 
for dialogue and education, Tanis said, adding that 
while those are important considerations that would 
be benefi cial in the long run, they don’t address the 
immediate needs of students.

“All of these incidents are deeply troubling and 
important opportunities to educate students and 
improve the current school climate. The responses 
so far have focused solely on identifying and pun-
ishing the perpetrators, but these are opportunities 
lost and the students most impacted left to suff er. 
We would like to know when we can expect specifi c 
and building-wide educational responses to these 
incidents. This is a crisis and we ask the district to 
respond accordingly. We urge the district to adopt a 
standard protocol to address these incidents in the 
days that follow, not weeks or months later.” ++
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It’s the economy

Taming the wild forest
by Geddy Sveikauskas

“P
EOPLE SEEM TO have a greater interest 
in healthy activity,” said Bill Rudge, vet-
eran New Paltz-based supervisor of natu-
ral resources for the state Department of 

Environmental Conservation. “Many people seem to 
want to take a simple, easy route that makes the de-
cisions they don’t want to make.” That’s part of the 
explanation, Rudge said, for the increased interest in 
recent years — particularly by urban folks — in vari-
ous recreational trails, both urban and rural. 

Last week, a national group, the Rails to Trails 
Conservancy, announced plans for a trail between 
Washington, D.C. and the Seattle. It may take a de-
cade or two to complete the Great American Rail-
Trail, but the group had detected substantial unmet 
demand from people itching to walk across America 
on railbeds from sea to shining sea.

New York State isn’t waiting that long. Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s Empire State Trail from New York 
City to the Canadian border and from Albany to Buf-
falo, is scheduled for completion next year. To judge 
by the widespread support for these activities from 
politicians at every level of New York government, 
investment in trails has been widespread and con-
tinuing. 

In Ulster County, several former railbeds have 
been or will be converted into trails. Since nine-
teenth-century railroad engines couldn’t climb steep 
grades, those on Ulster County’s trailbeds are gentle 
and sometimes meandering, allowing for the physi-
cally less challenging routes many people may pre-
fer. 

Local Ulster governments are adding their eff orts 
to county government’s. Kingston’s ambitious pro-
posed network of urban trails, complete streets, bike 
lanes and linear parks is envisaged as a hub for non-
motorized transportation and tourism connected to 
state, regional and county trail systems. 

A
N INFORMATIONAL MEETING to discuss 
new trails in the Bluestone Wild Forest (al-
most 3000 acres of soon-to-be-contiguous 
state land parcels north of Route 28 west 

of Route 209 and east of Zena Road/Basin Road), at-
tracted 75 attendees to Kingston’s Senate Garage in 
the Stockade neighborhood on May 7. Speakers from 
DEC, the Open Space Institute (OSI), the Woodstock 
Land Trust and others described plans for expand-
ing trail network usage. The audience, almost en-
tirely a conservationist constituency, expressed ap-
probation of the eff orts not only to attract greater 
recreational use of this land but also eventually to 
connect it with other trail-building projects, par-
ticularly the former Ulster & Delaware railbed from 
Kingston west to Delaware County. 

New York’s state constitution specifi es that state-
owned land in the 705,000-acre Catskill Forest Pre-
serve “shall be kept forever as wild forest  lands,” 
not leased, sold or exchanged. The DEC develops 
and amends unit management plans (UMPs) divided 
into four categories. There are fi ve wilderness units, 
14 wild forest units, eleven intensive use areas and 
six small administrative holdings. 

According to a count several years ago, there were 
then about 143,000 acres of forever wild land within 
the Catskills “blue line,” plus 130,000 acres of wild 
forest land, 6000 acres of state land in intensive rec-
reational use, and 824 acres in administrative use. 
The New York City DEP owned an additional 40,500 
acres.

The mix of human activities in the state wild-forest 
holdings has changed, Rudge said after the meeting. 
In particular, public interest in mountain biking has 
increased, particularly because today’s public high-
ways discourage roadside biking. 

As in a number of other transactions involving 
forest land in the Catskills, the Open Space Institute 
served as interim purchasing entity in the acquisi-

tion of a key 208-acre parcel from the Aldulaimi fam-
ily. That holding connects the Jockey Hill and Onteo-
ra Lake sections of the state’s Bluestone Wild Forest.

Before completing the transfer of the Aldulaimi 
land to the state later this year or next year, OSI in-
tends to extend an enhanced non-motorized-vehicle 
pathway referred to at the meeting as “the turnpike,” 
the spine of the trail system in the Onteora Lake sec-
tion. Other marked trails will be added to the exist-
ing system. Tom Gravel of OSI noted modestly at the 
meeting that the new purchase “fi ts in very well with 
the broader trail network.” 

T
HIS LESS WILD kind of wild, now almost as 
extensive in acreage in the Catskills as for-
ever-wild land, is, as the DEC diplomatically 
expresses it, “capable of withstanding a 

higher level of recreational use.” DEC estimates that 
about twice as many visitors per acre visit wild forest 
than wilderness land. As last week’s meeting made 
clear, greater management attention is required to 
make that additional recreational use of wild forest 
possible. 

A zest for blending wild nature’s unruliness with 
mankind’s desire for domestication is hardly a new 
experience for the Hudson Valley. In his writing in 
the 1840s, Newburgh nurseryman Alexander Jackson 
Downing lauded the healing eff ects on mankind of 
interaction with nature. He encouraged urban Ameri-
cans to take advantage of the mobility off ered by the 
railroad and the steamboat to visit places that followed 
the principles of landscape design he espoused. 

The conversion of public wild land to more care-

fully planned and intensely managed recreational 
use is entirely in harmony with Downing’s thinking. 
Downing favored the creation of less developed plac-
es that could be enjoyed by all classes of society. He 
would probably have loved GPS.

T
HE MONEY TO increase access to public 
land is being spent. According to its current 
capital improvement budget, Ulster County 
government has allocated $17.3 million to 

two rail-trail projects to the west of Kingston — most 
to be spent this year. The capital budget contains $15 
million for the spectacular 11.5-mile recreational trail 
(including a 360-foot trestle and another substantial 
non-vehicular bridge plus 46 culverts) through New 
York City-owned Ashokan Reservoir land from Basin 
Road in West Hurley to Boiceville, and an additional 
$2.3 million to connect the former Ontario & West-
ern railbed from Washington Avenue in Kingston to 
the existing Hurley rail-trail. If the spending sched-
ule is adhered to, all the work will be fi nished this 
year.

It’s a complex fi nancial package. There’s $4.1 mil-
lion in federal funds, $4.6 million in state money, 
$2.5 million in New York City DEP funding, and 
about $6.2 million in county obligations (including 
$2.335 million in already authorized bonding). Even-
tually, county deputy planning director Chris White 
told the May 7 meeting, “all of this should be con-
nected to all of that,” “all of that” meaning the rest 
of the county and state trail network.

There’s no more enthusiastic a proselytizer for “the 
best trail network we can have” than Woodstock Land 
Conservancy’s board chair Kevin Smith, who lauded 
the plans for expanded trail development in the Blue-
stone Wild Forest. The conservancy, along with Fats in 
the Cats and other volunteer groups, has supplied a lot 
of the labor for cleanup projects, trail improvements 
and attraction enhancements in this wild forest.

Like other speakers, Smith emphasized that the 
Bluestone Wild Forest  was not distant from the City 
of Kingston. “That it’s so close to an urban center is 
unique,” he said. “It’s surprisingly wild.”

Smith extolled the neighborhood’s virtues. The 
land is mostly rolling terrain. The marks of its for-
mer uses are everywhere. It boasts varied fl ora and 
fauna. It’s an important resource for tourism and 
economic development in general (“They spend 
money,” Smith reminded his audience). But the 
importance of the health benefi ts, he said, echoing 
Downing, “far outweigh the other benefi ts.”

CREATIVE COMMONS

Hudson River domestic landscape from Andrew Jackson Downing’s “A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of 
Landscape Gardening,” 1841. 

MAP BY DEREK STROUT, RAILS-TO-TRAILS CONSERVANCY

Communities along the preferred route of the Great 
American Rail-Trail stand to benefit if and when the 
route is completed. 
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Bradley Farm
(Continued from page 1) 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Sisters Ella and Malina brought along their American Girl dolls to the festivities at Bradley Farm this past Saturday.

August Popkin and Jessica Schreuders with one-year-old Dean at Bradley Farm in New Paltz last Saturday.

literary, dramatic and music arts students and pro-
grams in the New Paltz Central School District.” The 
organization became less active after funding lines 
for arts programs were reinstated during subsequent 
budget years, but it’s getting a new lease on life now. 
Amy Hemminger and Jenn Voorhis, who organized 
An Afternoon at Bradley Farm, are hoping to beef up 
resources for arts-related elective activities for local 
students.

Voorhis described the event as “a self-guided day 
at the farm, with no real rules.” Youngsters engaged 
in a planting activity with “Farmer Ray” Bradley, 
each tucking away a sunfl ower seed in a cell of a 
seedtray, marked with his or her own name. Brad-
ley will set the seedlings in the ground, still labeled, 
tend the plants and then let the participating chil-
dren come back to collect “their” cut sunfl ower once 
it blooms. Another hands-on workshop allowed kids 
to design their own wooden picture frames, decorat-
ing them with markers and farm-animal stickers.

A popular feature was the Selfi e Station, where 
families could pose in front of the farm’s resident 
critters: a pompous tom turkey, strutting roosters, 
rabbits, geese, goats and a pair of potbellied pigs 
who basked luxuriantly in the warm sunshine. Farm-
to-table lunches were for sale, the menu including a 
Spring Quiche, pulled pork sandwich, pesto pasta, 
desserts and beverages. Grownups could sample 
two local craft beers on tap: Fun IPA from Keegan 
Ales and a special brew from the 2 Way Brewing 
Company that’s made with honey harvested right at 
the Bradley Farm, called Beacon X Bradley Honey 
Saison. Bunches of tulips, potted hens-and-chicks 
and Sundial Pink portulacas were for sale: all terrifi c 
Mothers’ Day gift ideas.

But the big draw of the afternoon was a book talk 
by New Paltz-based celebrity author Jennifer Castle, 
creator of the character behind the 2019 Ameri-
can Girl Doll of the Year, Blaire Wilson. Set in Ul-
ster County, Blaire’s story involves living on a farm 
turned into a bed-and-breakfast and volunteering 
for the local food pantry. “This is exactly what I pic-
tured: the Ridge right there, and the fi elds going up 
to the Ridge,” said Castle of the setting at Bradley 
Farm.

The author called the reading and book-signing 
“a fun way to get out and meet a lot of young read-
ers,” but she has a powerful personal connection 
to the cause behind the event as well. “I was one of 
the founding members of NPASA,” Castle related. “I 
thought it would be great to have an arts booster or-
ganization, the same as there’s a sports booster orga-
nization. The arts deliver as much benefi t of wellness 
to certain kinds of kids as athletics do.” She recalled 
being invited to do a writing workshop for middle 
schoolers, and being impressed by the commitment 
of the kids in the group. “Kids are hungry for more 
art opportunities like that. It would be great if the 
New Paltz schools could have more artist-in-resi-
dence programs.” She cited the annual spring musi-
cal at New Paltz High School and the amphitheater 
being built at Lenape Elementary School as other ex-
amples of valuable arts-related projects that would 
benefi t from more generous funding.

Castle’s talk at the farm was very diff erent in for-
mat from the usual bookstore signing event. “I’ve 

never done a situation where the kids are sitting out 
on picnic blankets, drinking lemonade, with little 
cups for their dolls,” she said. While the smallest 
children roamed about, distracted by all the cute 
farm animals, older ones – most of whom had al-
ready read the fi rst book in the series and many of 
whom brought the Blaire doll, or others from the 
history-themed American Girl line, along with them 
– listened raptly to Castle’s reading of a passage that 
she described as “a slice of Blaire’s life on the farm, 
talking to the chickens.” The young fans had plenty 
of questions ready to fi re at the author during the 
discussion period, as well. “Was Blaire based on 
any other books that you’ve read?” was one that got 
Castle thinking hard. She ended up citing Lucy and 
Susan, the plucky Pevensie sisters from C. S. Lewis’ 

Chronicles of Narnia. “I wanted to recreate the feel-
ing of a character that jumps off  the page – someone 
who feels like a friend,” she said.

Afterwards, the Bradley Farm Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/bradley-farm-and-rb-brew-
llc-173346122742876) proclaimed the event a suc-
cess, though the numbers aren’t yet in on the funds 
raised for NPASA. (The raffl  e of a Blaire Wilson doll 
and book will continue one more week before the 
drawing.) “This is exactly why Ray created the farm: 
to off er food from the farm that refl ects where it is 
raised and the community it serves,” read the Face-
book post. “The petting zoo was never busier or 
happier with so many new fans; 30 new seedlings 
were planted and maybe we have a new generation 
of farmers.”

Starting May 31, Bradley Farm will be open every 
Friday from 5 to 8 p.m. for a family-friendly Happy 
Hour with small plates and bites, and be open for 
lunch every Saturday from noon to 4 p.m. Sujan Tu-
ladhar, formerly of the Deer Mountain Inn, has just 
been brought on board as chef-in-residence. And on 
Sunday, May 26 from noon to 3 p.m., Bradley Farm 
will host its third annual Caja Box Pig Roast; tickets cost 
only $20 and are now on sale at https://bradleyfarm.
bigcartel.com/product/caja-box-pig-roast%20. ++
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Schools Student events, profi les & sports

Hailey Osborne
by Dayna Thomas

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School (NPHS) senior 
Hailey Osborne is a star both on and off  
the basketball court. Although she is most 
well-known for her recent 1,000-point 

record, as well as her leadership roles on both the 
NPHS varsity basketball and varsity lacrosse teams, 
Osborne is very involved academically and within 
the community.  

For Osborne’s senior year, she stepped out of her 
comfort zone and made the bold move of trying out 
for the varsity volleyball team with little to no prior 
experience in the sport. Some of Osborne’s friends 
from other sports teams had convinced her that with 
her height and natural athletic ability, she would be 
able to excel in the sport, and they were right. 

“I joined a doubles league over the summer, and I 
learned some of the basics,” says Osborne. “I wasn’t 
really that good when I started, but I really liked it 
and wished that I had played it all four years.” 

Although Osborne’s high school volleyball legacy 
was short-lived, she greatly enjoyed learning to play 
the sport and becoming friends with the others on 
the team. In college, Osborne will potentially ex-
plore the idea of joining a club team. 

The winter season is when Osborne gets to play 
the sport that she holds near and dear to her heart: 
basketball. Osborne has been on the varsity team for 
all four of her years at NPHS, and has been able to 
watch the program develop and improve over time.

“When I was a freshman, we only won like four 
games,” says Osborne with a chuckle. “The program 
has transitioned over time and has gotten much bet-
ter when I’ve been in high school.”  

Ever since freshman year, Osborne has been keep-
ing track of her points with the ultimate goal of scor-
ing 1,000 points in her high school basketball career. 
Osborne kicked off  the new year by making her 
dream a reality, and on January 4, 2019 she scored 
her 1,000th point in a game against Saugerties. 

“I was two games away and I choked,” recalls 
Osborne, building suspense. “The next game we 
played, I scored 31 points. My team was so awesome, 
and they wanted me to get close to 1,000, so they 
just kept feeding me the ball the whole game; I defi -
nitely could not have done it without them.” 

Osborne recalls being full of nerves the night of 
the big game, so much so that she dropped the ball 
when running out. Many of her friends and family 
members had come out to support her, making it 
one of the most well attended girls basketball games 
of the season.   

“I was so nervous before the game… I was eight 
points away going into the game, so I knew I was go-
ing to do it, but the fi rst quarter I didn’t score that 
many points and I started freaking out,” says Os-
borne. “I rim-checked it, and then got the rebound 
and scored! All the buzzers went off  and it was so 
surreal; it was what I wanted all of high school.” 

Along with Osborne, there are only four girls in 
NPHS history to ever score 1,000 in their high school 
career. After fi nishing off  the season, Osborne is now 
the second highest scoring female basketball player 
in the history of NPHS. 

Osborne is extremely grateful for her fellow play-
ers and friends on the team, recalling team dinners 
and dance parties at each other’s houses and crying 
together the night they lost in the quarterfi nals for 
sections, knowing that it was the last time they’d 
ever play on a team together.  

“I like sports because I’m not always close friends 
with people on the teams, and then during the sea-
son we are able to get a lot closer,” says Osborne. 
“It’s a great way to make new friends, because you’re 
with them all the time.”

Additionally, up until this year when she aged out, 

Osborne played on a travel team out of Poughkeep-
sie called Triple Threat. Oftentimes she would have 
to balance lacrosse games with basketball practices 
going straight from one to another during the spring 
sport season. 

Osborne’s experience with the lacrosse program 
at NPHS is similar to that of the basketball program. 
As it is a fairly new program, and all the kinks are 
still getting worked out, Osborne has been able to 
see the progress that not only the program, but also 
the progress that the players have made in the past 
four years. 

“The program has built up over time,” says Os-
borne. “We’ve been really good this season. We have 
a lot of talent, and Ryan Cronin has been a great 
coach.”  

As for Osborne’s academic career, she prides her-
self for having a great deal of AP classes in a variety 
of subject areas, and while she’s enjoyed the major-
ity of the classes she’s taken at NPHS, some of her 
favorites include journalism I and II, as well as all of 
her AP classes. 

Osborne has recently committed to Brandeis Uni-
versity, and is planning on completing a history 
major and psychology minor while on the pre-law 
track. Starting in the fall, Osborne will spend her 
fi rst semester in London, living in the city and com-
muting to taking classes, one of which will be at a 
British university. 

Due do her immense commitments to her athlet-
ics, Osborne has little time outside of school to get 
involved within the community, yet this year, she 
had the opportunity to join PIGLETS -- a discussion-
based class unique to NPHS that allows students to 
learn about issues in the community and get directly 
involved. 

“I’ve learned so much, and it’s been a really eye-
opening experience,” remarks Osborne. “When 
you’re put in diff erent situations, it really allows you 
to gain perspective and forces you to go outside of 
your comfort zone.”

For her fi nal project, Osborne is traveling to Le-
nape Elementary School every other day to teach 
lessons to third through fi fth graders on a variety 
of topics regarding the environment. At the end of 
their time with the students, they are hosting an En-
vironmental Day for the students to get even more 
involved.

“We have to create the lessons so that they ad-

dress the issue, are understood and are fun,” says 
Osborne. 

In recent years, Osborne’s mom has been a par-
ticular inspiration to her as she works long hours at 
two diff erent jobs in order to provide for her. Both of 
her parents have been pivotal in the college process, 
and she claims that “she really couldn’t have done it 
without them.”  

In the future, Osborne is looking to travel more, 
whether that be more traveling through study abroad 
programs, or for her own personal, non-academic 
travel. In the past, Osborne has traveled to Iceland, 
and is looking forward to her trip to Italy this sum-
mer, as well as her semester in London. For her next 
adventure, Osborne is looking to branch out from 
Europe and travel to South America or Africa.

Although Osborne has enjoyed her time here in 
New Paltz, she is ready for change and to see what 
else the world has to off er for her. As she moves for-
ward in life, she continues to remind herself that 
“everything happens for a reason” and to move past 
and learn from the rough patches in life in order to 
better appreciate the good ones.  ++

Hailey Osborne.
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by Rich Corozine

I
N THURSDAY'S SOFTBALL game between vis-
iting Marlboro and home-standing New Paltz 
-- looking to clinch Division 1 of the MHAL -- the 
fi nal pitching stats are relatively similar...to a 

point: both hurlers -- the Dukes' veteran Mel Papuli 
and the Huguenots' freshman sensation Alex Frenza 
-- gave up six hits and struck out six, but there the 
similarity ends in Marlboro's convincing 8-2 win. 
Where Papuli walked just one batter and her team 
made one inconsequential error behind her; Frenza 
threw eleven walks and her team made four errors 
behind her...all of them consequential. 

The "downfall" of once-beaten New Paltz and their 
pitching phenom began in the fi rst inning with one 
out, when Eliza Leduc reached base on an error by 
Mena Bonagura at second base. It was quickly fol-
lowed by a pair of walks that loaded the bases. Pa-
puli drove in the game's fi rst run on a fi elder's choice 
grounder, with Ava Gulyelajan singling into cen-
terfi eld to drive in the second. Frenza then fanned 
Anna Sorace and got Ashley Vacca on a grounder to 

Bonagura to end the inning. In the bottom half, Bo-
nagura atoned for her miscue with a lead-off  home 
run to dead-centerfi eld  (her third of the year) that 
cut the score in half at 2-1.

New Paltz tied it in the second when Lizzy Byers 
singled to deep short, stole second, moved to third 
on Frenza's groundout and scored on a Papuli wild 
pitch.

Frenza escaped a three-walk, bases-loaded jam 
in the third by getting Vacca on a pop-out to Anna 
McDuffi  e at short. But in the fourth an error by 
McDuffi  e at short opened the inning, with a bunt sin-
gle -- Marlboro bunted a lot in the game -- by Casey 
Conn putting runners on fi rst and second. Then 
with one out, Frenza walked Carly Correa, loading 
the bases. She fanned Mamie Cabrera for the sec-
ond out, but walked Papuli on a 3-2 count to force 
in a run, and fi nally fanning Gulyelajan to end the 
inning. Frenza had a 1-2-3 inning in the fi fth. It was 
3-2 Marlboro after fi ve, with the Huguenots getting 
their leadoff  hitter on in every inning, but not getting 
the key hit to tie the game: McDuffi  e's bunt single to 
open the third (caught stealing); Abbi Finch's single 
to open the fourth (moved to third on a sacrifi ce fl y 
to rightfi eld, but was stranded when Byers grounded 
out and Frenza fanned); and Taylor Hill's infi eld sin-
gle to open the fi fth (erased in a second-to-short-to-
fi rst double play ball by Cassidy Thacker).

Marlboro broke the game open in the sixth, as 
Frenza walked the fi rst two batters, with Carly Cor-
rea singling to centerfi eld to score a run, then Ca-
brera scoring the second on a comeback grounder 
to Frenza. And as Correa tried for third base on the 
play, catcher Natalya Knoth's throw to third sailed 
into leftfi eld. Three runs in...on just one hit. It was 
6-2. New Paltz rallied in the bottom half, as Bona-
gura singled to open the inning and was erased on 
a Jordan Giancola force out. Papuli then issued her 

fi rst walk to Finch, and when Knoth's grounder was 
mishandled by Vacca at second, the bases were load-
ed. If the Huguenots were to make a game of it, they 
had to score a couple runs. But once again, Papuli 
stiff ened and struck out Byers and got Frenza on a 
ground out to second.

The Dukes added a couple of insurance runs in 
the seventh, as Frenza walked a pair after one out. 
After an error by Finch at fi rst base loaded the bases, 
Leduc and Correa followed with singles that scored 
two more runs. It was 8-2. New Paltz went out qui-
etly in the last half of the inning and fell to 9-2 on the 
season (but 5-1 in Division 1). 

It was a solid test for New Paltz (and Frenza) 
against an always tough team, a team that always 
hits, is diffi  cult to strike out, and rarely makes mis-
takes in the fi eld. It is also a team that the Huguenots 
may meet in the MHAL playoff s (Marlboro is leading 
in Division 2). ++

New Paltz and Highland baseball

New Paltz baseball had won four games in a row 
to even their record at 5-5 before dropping an 8-2 
decision to once-beaten and State-ranked Marlboro 
on Thursday, May 9. The Huguenots had defeated 
Onteora 7-4 earlier in the week to get to .500, as 
Alex Barrese had two hits and two RBI’s; Anthony 
DiMarco a double and two RBI’s; and Nick Fanelli 
a double and an RBI. Against the Dukes, it was Di-
Marco with an RBI single and Aidan Hoff man with a 
pair of singles.

Highland baseball fell to 1-12 on the season with 
Tuesday’s 5-0 loss to Wallkill. The Huskies had two 
hits in the game.

-- Rich Corozine

Alex Frenza pitching to her counterpart Mal Papuli of Marlboro.

A matter of experience
Marlboro walks past New Paltz softball

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Lizzy Byers:  a hit and run scored.
 Marlboro's Carly Correa just beating a throw by New Paltz rightfielder Cassidy Thacker to 
score the Dukes' sixth run.

Mena Bonagura: homered in the first inning.
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New Paltz and Highland track
New Paltz track (both boys and girls) stayed unde-

feated in dual meets with this past Tuesday's wins 
over Marlboro: boys 83-58; girls 78-62. For the boys: 
Leo Kuyl won the 400 (1:01.1) and 110 hurdles (16.1), 
with Joseph Ayala doubling in the 1600 (5:02) and 
800 (2:07.2). Marcus Fariello won the 400 (53.1), Ja-
vaughn Gooden the 200 (24.0), Logan Linares the 
3200; Anthony Stevens the long jump (19-1) and 
Noah Brown the pole vault (12-0). New Paltz also 
won the 4 x 800 with Ryan Drake, Linares, Ayala and 
Fariello (9:41); and the 4 x 400 with Fariello, Drake, 
Chris Meluso and Kuyl (3:51.8). The girls got a triple 
from Hailey Dipple in the high jump (4-4), long jump 
( 16-1) and triple jump (31-4), with solo wins for Siri 
Walsh in the 400 hurdles (1:22.8), Olivia Depuy in the 
100 hurdles (16.5), Orla Clasby in the 800 (1:37.8), 
Abbey Gravatt in the 3000 (12:13.5) and Kiera Cou-
lard-Smith in the pole vault (10-6). The Huguenots 
also won the 4 x 800 with Emily Wong-Pan, Abby 
Lemek, Samantha Bruce and Gravatt (12:40.5) and 
the 4 x 400 with Ana Kimber, Coulard-Smith, Walsh 
and Clasby (4:49.9)

Highland split with Spackenkill: boys winning 71-
61; girls dropping a 70.5-61.5 meet. For the boys: 
Zach Chen won the 400 (1:06.5) and 110 hurdles 
(18.5), with Rashad Anderson winning the 100 (11.6), 
Ben Vargas the 1600 (4:56) and 3200 (11:03), Tim Pet-
ty the 800 (2:10.5), Matt Champagne the 200 (23.1) 
and Jake Duncan the discus (102-1). The Huskies won 
the 4 x 100 with Joe Artensen, Champagne, Petty 
and Anderson (47.4) and 4 x 400 with Champagne, 
Lucas Logan, Anderson and Petty (3:45.5). For the 
girls: Danielle Quirk-Hall won the 100 (12.9) and 200 
(26.4), with Brooke Harris in the 400 hurdles (1:18.1), 
Margaret Petty in the long jump (13-4 1/2) and Marie 
Ling in the discus (71-4). The Huskies won the 4 x 
100 with Ling, Ava Martinez, Petty and Sandra Wilk 
(57.9) and the 4 x 400 with Harris, Wilk, Quirk-Hall 
and Chrissy Dunn (4:35).

New Paltz's Javaughn Gooden took home the gold in 
the 110 hurdles (15.64) and 400 hurdles (58.55) in last 
weekend's Oval Offi  ce Invitational at FDR; with Kiera 
Coulard-Smith winning the pole vault with 10-0.

-- Rich Corozine

Highland and New Paltz lacrosse

The Highland boys defeated Lourdes 10-5 and 
then Cornwall 16-7 to run their overall record to 12-2. 
Against Lourdes, it was three goals apiece for Chris 
Canino and Mike Caso, with Ethan Esposito, Jake 
Ward, Jack Young and Danny Rusk with solo eff orts. 
Assists went to Esposito (with two), Canino, Chris 
Hammond and Al Letteiri; with Lenny Casabura 
making seven stops in goal. And against Cornwall, 

it was Hammond with four goals, Roger Hegeman 
three, Dean Klotz and Ward two apiece, and solo 
scores for Caso, Rusk,Esposito, Canino and Gianni 
Guidi; assists to Caso (2), Rusk (2), Klotz (2) and Hege-
man, Hammond and Young. Casabura had six saves.

Wallkill defeated the New Paltz boys 6-4, with Ju-
lian Dorman scoring twice for the Huguenots and 
solo scores for Jayden Brown and Brett Fischer; as-
sists to Daegan Cronin and Anthony Zandonella; 
with Giovanni Guido with 13 saves. New Paltz is 5-4 
overall.

The Highland girls beat Washingtonville 16-7, with 
Liz Fino with eight goals and Nicole Iapoce four, with 
solo goals for Addie McDowell, Rhiannon Tierney 
and Emma Beck; with Tasheca McGhie with eight 
saves. The Huskies then lost to Cornwall 13-12, as 
Fino had six goals and fi ve assists; with Iapoce with 
fi ve goals and JoJo Williams a solo goal. McGhie made 
25 saves. Highland bounced back against Middle-
town 15-5, with Fino scoring 13 goals and Iapoce a 
pair; with Fino and Beck with two assists apiece; and 
McGhie with seven saves. Highland s 5-5.

The New Paltz girls brought their record to 3-7 
with a 19-6 win over Burke, as Ava Cronin scored 
eight goals to lead the Huguenots.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland tennis

New Paltz tennis went 4-0 this past week to run 
their season record to 12-0, besting Highland 4-1, 
FDR 5-0, Coleman 5-0 and Rondout 5-0. The Hugue-
nots are the two-time defending MHAL dual-meet 
champions. Against Highland it was Isaac Cheru-
iyot over Minh Tran 6-0, 6-1 at second singles; Ryan 
Hovey over Jackie Xiao 6-0, 6-0 at third singles; Dan 
Kluber and Dan Balutowski over Bob Shebey and 

Paul Cusa 6-0, 6-0 at fi rst doubles; and Noah Leone 
and Hawk Kosofsky 6-0, 6-0 over Sai Golkunda and 
Gustavo Lazaro. The Huskies’ Casey Rosen defeated 
New Paltz’s Frankie Natoli 6-0, 6-1 at fi rst singles.

Against FDR it was Noah Kalus 6-2, 6-1 at fi rst 
singles; Cheruiyot 6-0, 6-0 at second singles; and 
Hovey 6-0, 6-0 at third singles; Dan Rober and Le-
one 6-0, 6-0 at fi rst doubles; and Henry Ferland and 
Hawk Kosofsky 6-0, 6-0 at second doubles. Against 
Coleman it was Kalus 6-4, 6-1; Cheruiyot 6-0, 6-0; 
and Hovey 6-0, 6-0; Rober and Ferland 6-0, 6-1; and 
Trevor Crofton and Kosofsky 6-0, 6-0. And against 
Rondout it was Cheruiyot 6-0, 6-0, Hovey 6-0, 6-0; 
and Baqlutowski 6-0, 6-1; Rober and Leone 6-0, 6-0; 
and Ferland and Kosofsky 6-0, 6-0.

Highland, 3-6, lost to Rhinebeck 4-1, the win to sec-
ond doubles Jeronimo Ubacque and Gustavo Lazaro 
by forfeit. The Huskies beat Wallkill 5-0, with Rosen 
4-6, 6-2, 6-1 at fi rst singles; Tran 6-1, 7-5 at second sin-
gles; Xiao 7-5, 6-3 at third singles; Shebey and Cusa 
6-0, 6-0 at fi rst doubles; and Golkunda and Lazaro 
6-0, 4-6, 6-4 at second doubles.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland girls golf

The Huguenots topped Onteora 153-194 behind 
Alex Cymbal's 43 and Sam Landrum's 48; and 
Minisink (150) and NFA (171) with a 140, as Cymbal 
carded a 40, Aracely Watson 48 and Peyton Goldleaf 
53.. New Paltz s 10-1 on the season. And the High-
land girls rose to 7-3 in sweeping Red Hook (186) and 
Marlboro (200) with a 144, as Hannah Marji led the 
Huskies with 40, with Kylie VanZandt 50 and Devin 
Cooper 54.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz track Joseph Ayala: doubled against 
Marlboro.

 HIGHLAND | SOFTBALL

Highland soft ball

A
FTER NEARLY KNOCKING off  then once-beaten New Paltz last Tuesday 6-5, Highland 
softball got their fi rst win of the season over Seward 9-6, as Abbie Kemp got the win 
with a complete game seven-hitter, with seven strike outs. The Dauenheimer Sisters led 
the way off ensively, with Paige 1-4 with two RBI’s and Katie 2-4 with two RBI’s. Against 

New Paltz it was Kemp with a fi ve-hitter (with one strike out), who helped her cause with a big 
two-run home run and Paige Dauenheimer with an even bigger three-run home run. Both came 
off  New Paltz starter Abbi Finch, who lasted fi ve innings, allowing four hits, with three strike outs. 
Freshman phenom Alex Frenza relieved and threw two innings of no-run ball, striking out six. 
Mena Bonagura had a pair of doubles for the Huguenots, with Cassidy Thacker with a pair of RBI’s 
and Natalya Knoth an RBI. The Huskies then defeated Wallkill 6-2, as Paige Dauenheimer got the 
win with three innings of two-run relief, striking out seven. Ella Cappellino was 1-3, with a double 
and two RBI’s; Adriana Scalo 1-1 with an RBI; Kate Dauenheimer 1-2 with an RBI; and Kemp with a 
sacrifi ce fl y RBI.

Highland softball is 2-9 on the season.
-- Rich Corozine

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland softball Abbie Kemp: homered against New Paltz and hurled first win over Seward. 
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Henry W Dubois a wildly dangerous 
choice for a bike path

I am Gabriela, AKA “The one who bikes every-
where.” Aside from my two feet, biking has served as 
my main mode of transportation since the age of fi ve 
and I am now 61. Obviously, I’m a seasoned biker and 
I’m physically perfectly fi t. That being said, I avoid 
biking Henry W Dubois Drive at almost any cost. For 
one, it’s a long and steep uphill drudge going east, 
and too fast and dangerous heading west downhill. 
I much prefer Main Street with its far easier gradient. 

There are too many cross streets as well on Henry 
Dubois. Three times in the past two years I was hit 
by a car pulling out from a side street into the main 
road. Drivers do stop and look both ways before pull-
ing out; but many of them have an eye just for oncom-
ing automobiles and entirely seem to overlook bikers, 
even pedestrians. 

Also, Henry Dubois is far too steep for a safe bike 
path, especially the last section downhill from Pros-
pect Street. If bike brakes fail, or if tires and brake 
pads are wet, a biker may just sail straight into busy 
Route 32 and be hit by the Trailways bus. If someone, 
most likely a child, rides one of those bikes without 
hand brakes, and the chain pops off  on the speedy 
ride... there’s no way then for that child to stop her-
self before barrelling straight into traffi  c on 32. That’s 
a tragedy likely to happen sooner or later. Offi  cials ex-
pect much use of the path by many children, which 
makes this particular connecting route an even worse 
idea. Quite scary, really. Did all the planners involved 
in this project ever bike up and down Henry Dubois? 
Did they visualize young children biking that route? I 
have my doubts they did.

The connection from Lloyd could perhaps have re-
mained on the southern side of 299, head southwest 
toward the SUNY campus; from there across 208 and 
on to the rail trail somewhere off  Plains Road.

Or it could have gone from Highland via Old New 
Paltz Road and North Ohioville into Route 213 in Rif-
ton, through the historic, covered bridge, across 32 to 
River Road in Tillson and from there to the rail trail. 
Perhaps more involved, but certainly safer and quite 
scenic. Any connection would be better than the one 
which plows steeply downhill into Route 32. 

Too late to change these plans? I suppose it is. Too 
much work already completed, and therefore both 
trees and people’s safety equally slated for execution.

Gabriela Mayr
New Paltz

A vote for Bianca, is a vote
for our kids

I fi rst met Bianca Tanis some 14 years ago, through 
a parent support group for parents of children with 
special needs, at a local inclusion preschool (Early 
Education Center; now Learning Insights) where our 
children were enrolled. At the time, she had a pre-
schooler in tow, soon to be diagnosed with a devel-
opmental delay and was just pursuing her master’s 
degree in special education.

From the moment I met Bianca, it was clear that 
she was a “go getter,” ready to get the information she 
needed to advocate, not only for her own children, 
but for all children in our community. Since then, she 
has obtained her master’s in special education, gone 
on to get certifi cation as an instructor in crisis preven-
tion and management and has been a leading force 
in local and state educator’s associations, publishing 
articles and giving presentations on a regular basis.

Beyond the realm of her own classroom (Suff ern 
Central School District), Bianca has gone above and 
beyond to share her knowledge of special education 
curriculum and strategies for behavioral intervention 
and inclusion, as well as her knowledge of New York 
State education law. Always willing to respond to re-
quests for assistance or advice, Bianca has become a 
“go to” person in our community when it comes to 
questions regarding the rights and responsibilities 
of parents and school districts about the education 
of our students. We all know that when push comes 

to shove, Bianca is stalwart, never afraid to bring 
forward a diffi  cult question to local or state school 
district offi  cials.

As a parent of a child with special needs and a 
neurotypical child, I especially appreciate Bian-
ca’s commitment to promoting inclusivity in our 
schools, not just for our special needs students, but 
for all students.

A vote for Bianca is a vote our kids. Please join 
me on May 21 and vote for Bianca Tanis for school 
board, @biancatanis4boe.

Jessica Greenstein
New Paltz

Dear fellow Democrats

At the New Paltz Democratic Committee meet-
ing on May 9, 2019, nine members of the New Paltz 
Democratic Committee voted to deny member-
ship to the New Paltz Deputy Mayor, KT Tobin. I 
am shocked by this decision. Our committee has 17 
open spots. There is plenty of room at the table to 
allow Democrats already doing the work of a com-
mittee member a seat.

As a committee member, I represent the voters in 
Election District 6. I cannot think of any valid rea-
son why my election district voters would want me 
to block our Deputy Mayor from representing their 
best interests. KT Tobin works tirelessly to get local 
Democrats elected. Democrats like New York State 
Senator Jen Metzger, Ulster County Sheriff  Juan 
Figueroa and Congressional Representative Anto-
nio Delgado. That is why I voted “yes” to allow KT 
Tobin a seat on the committee.

At our April 11, 2019 meeting, the committee re-
jected another candidate, Stana Weisburd, without 
any valid reason. Stana, another hardworking Dem-
ocrat, canvases and has held a candidate “Meet & 
Greet” in her home for local democratic candidates. 
She is also doing the work of a committee member 
as stated in our bylaws. 

These two rejections are not in keeping with our 
democratic values. “Above all, Democrats are the 
party of inclusion. We know that diversity is not our 
problem -- it is our promise. As Democrats, we respect 
diff erences of perspective and belief, and pledge to 
work together to move this country forward, even 
when we disagree.” Our local committee has forgot-
ten this part of our motto. Instead, it strives to elimi-
nate voices it feels will have an opposing viewpoint. 
These two women’s viewpoints are not out of line 
with our core Democratic principles. They are forever 
striving to make the Democratic tent a place where 
healthy debate and growth are possible.

I am writing this letter because, although I will 
continue to work on creating a party that upholds 
its promised values, I cannot do it without your 
help. Please consider e-mailing the New Paltz Dem-
ocratic Committee chairman Josh Honig at new-
paltzdems@gmail.com to let him know that reject-
ing committee membership to active Democrats, 
KT Tobin and Stana Weisburd, is not in the best 
interest of local Democrats.

Tricia Bowen
New Paltz

Support Sophia Skiles
and Bianca Tanis

On May 21, we, as a New Paltz Central School Dis-
trict community, have the privilege of voting for a 
new school budget as well as two outstanding can-
didates to serve as trustees on our Board of Educa-
tion. 

As there are only two open seats available, and 
just two candidates throwing their hats into the ring 
this season, I recognize that this will be an uncon-
tested election. However, my enthusiasm for both 
candidates will still have me racing to the polls to 
lend my unquestionable support through the civic 
responsibility of voting. These two candidates who 
have garnered my overwhelming enthusiasm are 
veteran board member, Sophia Skiles, and experi-
enced educator, Bianca Tanis. Both of these women 
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 I was only 13. I didn’t know how to manage the 
materials. When I mixed the oil colors together, all 
the hues turned out the color of backed-up septic 
waste. I had a monumental task, way beyond the col-
lages and crayon relief drawings assigned in seventh 
grade art class. I was driven to express through a 
single painting what fi nding out about the Holocaust 
did to my childhood heart.

Girls my age, infants, doctors, grandmas, labor-
ers, professors and everyone else all met the same 
fate, no exceptions. I understood even with my na-
ïve young mind that I too would have perished. The 
painting helped me navigate the morass resulting 
from my fi rst encounter with evil.

Of the 17 fi gures on the canvas, one strikes me now 
as very funny, though it was meant to be serious at 
the time. It’s Marilyn Monroe, who was my favorite 
actress, as a concentration camp victim, lying on the 
fl oor in a bathing suit with numbers painted where 
her face should be.

Numbers were painted on all the fi gures, some on 
the face, others on the forearm.

During the following 55 years, I used painting and 
drawing to ask the great philosophical questions, 
“Who am I? What is my purpose? What is the world 
about?”

At 12 years old, while I was living in the wealthy 
suburb of Scarsdale, NY, I drew pictures of poor chil-
dren and black people whose plights I saw on the 
evening news.

Unlike Joni Michell, who in recent years has paint-
ed hundreds of self-portraits “to take control of her 
own image,” I stopped drawing self-portraits once I 
graduated from the Art Department here in 1969. On 
one is the caption, “me when I am ugly,” another 
“me when I am beautiful.” I saved only these two, 
mystifying peculiar depictions from a forgotten 

mood in time.
Two days after 

the 6 Day War, 
I was in Israel 
roaming around 
Jerusalem draw-
ing people. In 
a lecture hall at 
the Hebrew Uni-
versity, I drew a 
picture of a nun, 
so skeletal that 
she had to sit on 
a cushion for the duration of the class.

Most of the portrait drawings I saved are of my 
husband, Sam Slotnick. Whoa! From a nude of him 
as a long-haired fl ower child, to a middle-aged man 
who looks like an evil serial murderer, the many 
facets of my marriage are represented in horrifying 
continuance. It’s time for a new portrait! 

There were decades when I painted mostly pic-
tures of my children and made-up ones. One of 
those paintings, two babies hugging, entitled “The 
Compassionate Baby” hung on the wall of the Sloan 
Kettering children’s oncology waiting room. It stayed 
for 20 years until they redecorated and returned it.

Early in the 1980’s, I was hired to teach a yoga 
class at a retreat near Woodstock. I was directed to a 
hut and told to wait for the students to arrive. At the 
appointed time, a dozen people of all ages and sizes 
entered “au naturel” without so much as a fi g leaf 
to cover their blotchy appendages. Some students I 
was told would be arriving late since they had to “fi n-
ish an activity that could not be rushed.” The place 
turned out to be a swingers nudist colony which 
provided ample exposed fi gures for drawing. I saved 
those too, after all, how many artists have had such 

Susan Slotnick an unusual opportunity?
Recently, I removed from their hiding places all 

these aforementioned drawings and paintings. What 
are they for? Is it art? Who decides? What is art?

Here’s the reason I make art now: my imagery ex-
ists in existential timelessness musings, aesthetic 
perceptional outcomes of soul travel, emotional 
storms of irrational transmissions and therapeutic 
migrational paradigms of higher cosmic purpose, 
as well as profundities of divulgation. Just kidding! 
I make art to relax and take a vacation from a scary 
abrasive world.

I am no Leonardo Da Vinci, some of the stuff  is… 
eh! not so good. I will show them all anyway.

For those of you who have stopped me in the 
street and sent me e-mails since the 1980’s when I 
fi rst wrote this column, please forgive me for the un-
abashed self-promotion on its way.

I am having a retrospective art show, hopefully my 
last since it is a Herculean task, from May 27 to June 
23 at Roost Studios & Art Gallery, located at 69 Main 
Street in New Paltz. There will be an opening recep-
tion on June 1 from 6 to 8 p.m.

All the above mentioned “works of art” will be on 
display, as well as dozens of more recent works.

I just completed a four-feet wide, three-feet high 
oil painting of six fi gures sitting at a table. It’s been 
fi ve-and-a-half decades since the Holocaust painting. 
Somehow, by the grace of God, I have become more 
hopeful for the world at 73 than I was at 14. There are 
no black, white, yellow or brown people. Now that 
I know how to mix beautiful colors, the people are 
diff erent tones of pastel turquoise, green, blue and 
lavender, unifi ed not by color but intentions. A man 
is toasting the assemblage. The woman in the center 
is making the sign for “love.” A child with light in her 
face is looking upward and smiling.

When I begin a painting, I have no conscious nar-
rative aim. What goes through my mind is hundreds 
of decisions based only on color and shape. After it 
is fi nished, framed and some time goes by, I see the 
message my subconscious is trying to tell me. “Have 
faith. We can all get along. Love each other and cel-
ebrate at table.” I believe in the message of the paint-
ing even after all the recent attacks worldwide on re-
ligious people and places. I have hope.

have a profound sense of responsibility to ensure 
that the lives of all of our children are enriched and 
elevated. Both women are passionate about model-
ing inclusion and righting injustice. They know the 
importance of restorative practices and the value of 
proactive learning opportunities as it relates to so-
cial/emotional development. Both of these commu-
nity members work tirelessly on behalf of others and 
they model the character traits that we hope to in-
still in our own children. They are both understanding 
yet determined, deeply wise yet eager to always learn 
more. Their experience and record, outlined in both 
biographies, speaks for itself; but it is their values that 
we need most at this moment in time.

Their fi rst year for this new term, will coincide 
with the joining of three new principals to our dis-
trict, and these new administrators will inevitably 
shape the climate and culture of our schools. What 
character values and educational philosophy do we 
want modeled for our children? Without a doubt, 
Sophia and Bianca, elevate the conversation and the 
expectations. They bring a wealth of knowledge and 
insight, backed by a strong educational foundation. 
They represent that magic balance of unquestion-
able confi dence with equal doses of honest humil-
ity. With both Sophia and Bianca sitting at the board 
table next session, I see opportunity -- I see renewed 
hope. Let’s show that values count. Please, vote.

 Patricia Culp
Gardiner

Thank you for stepping up,
Sophia and Bianca!

I was thrilled to learn that two highly qualifi ed 
people had stepped forward to run for the NPCSD 
Board of Education. How lucky are we?

Having already served a full term on the board 
with dignity and dedication, Sophia Skiles under-
stands and takes seriously her role to represent the 
needs of all members of the community. Her broad 

and deep areas of expertise -- as a parent, educator, art-
ist and advocate -- combined with her patience, open-
ness and compassion have made her an ideal board 
member, as I’m sure her fellow trustees would attest. 

As a special education teacher and highly involved 
district parent, Bianca Tanis is as well-versed in pub-
lic education issues as anyone I know. She will take 
her seat at the table on day one fully aware of her re-
sponsibilities, and prepared to collaborate to make 
the New Paltz schools better for all students.

Both of these women are whip-smart and as atten-
tive to detail as they are to the big picture. They are 
active listeners and clear communicators; not afraid 
to stand alone on issues of importance, but willing 
to admit when they’re wrong. They are a rarity: as 
willing to walk the walk as they are to talk the talk. I 
will cast my vote for Sophia and Bianca -- and YES on 
the budget -- on May 21 with great pleasure. I hope all 
district voters will do the same.

Donna Eis
New Paltz

New Paltz and CCA
for a climate smart future 

We are incredibly lucky to live in a place where 
there are many initiatives underway that would help 
make New Paltz a better, stronger and more climate 
smart community. Recently, there has been a buzz 
around about something very exciting. It’s about get-
ting the town and the village to form a CCA so that 
our electricity can be sourced from 100% renewable 
sources. Our reliance on toxic fossil fuels is problem-
atic for our sustainability on this planet and moving 
away from them in as many ways possible would be 
one great step towards a climate smart future. 

To clarify a few details and clear up common mis-
conceptions: 

Aff ordability
• CCA isn’t a choice of renewables OR cheaper 

energy. These two things are not mutually exclu-

sive. In fact, it is often the case that renewables are 
cheaper than fossil fuels. New Paltz’s goal with the 
CCA would be to benefi t from a greener AND more 
aff ordable source of energy.

Options
• ALL consumers of energy in New Paltz will be 

allowed at any point in time to opt out. This is a very 
important, required component of all CCA’s. Having 
the CCA as a default means that everyone in the com-
munity will have access to 100% renewable electric-
ity and no one will be locked into a contract.

Joining neighbors
• Just this week, Hudson Valley Community Power 

(consisting of Marbletown, Red Hook, Poughkeep-
sie, Phillipstown, Beacon, Cold Spring and Fishkill) 
locked in a 30-month contract for 100% renewables 
for LESS than the average utility rate. The price will 
be 6.383 cents per kWh, roughly half a cent below 
the trailing twelve-month Central Hudson average 
price for Central Hudson’s Brown Power off ering. 
This is not only less expensive, it is a 100% renew-
able supply contract. All of the renewable power is 
sourced from within NY state.

Community strength
• CCA is about strength in numbers and leverag-

ing collective buying power to make a demand for 
100% renewables. New Paltz can make a meaningful 
impact through green energy sources to draw down 
carbon in the atmosphere. 

Adopting a CCA and getting as many residents off  
of fossil fuels and onto 100% renewables is one of 
the biggest impacts we can have as a community to 
decrease our carbon footprint.

Climate change is a reality for everyone every-
where and is a non-partisan issue. It is important 
that small, capable communities like ours gets cli-
mate smart and fast. It’s up to us to work together 
whenever possible to make the necessary changes to 
move us forward. Being a part of a CCA is a clear win-
win, benefi ting individual customers as well as the 
collective group signed on. Personally, I can’t wait 
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to tell all my distant friends and family that my town 
is climate smart and our electricity is sourced from 
100% renewables. I bet it will spark interest and in-
spire more to do the same. 

If you think this sounds as exciting as I do, come 
out in support of it at the Town of New Paltz Public 
Hearing on Thursday, May 16 at 7 p.m. 

Matthew Elkin
New Paltz

The public hearing  for Chapter § 198 
of vehicles and traffi  c remains open 

Hi New Paltz! The Village Board would like to in-
form residents that the public hearing regarding Vil-
lage Code Chapter § 198 “Vehicles & Traffi  c” remains 
open. 

The amendment includes reorganizing portions of 
the code, as well as the addition of prohibited park-
ing within fi ve feet of either side of a driveway.

More information and a copy of the proposed law 
can be found at www.VillageofNewPaltz.org.

If you would like to submit a comment regarding 
the proposed change, you can do so by e-mailing 
your comments to assistant@villageofnewpaltz.org 
or by attending the May 22 meeting that begins at 7 
p.m. at Village Hall.

 Ariana Basco
Assistant to the Mayor/Village Board

Deputy Clerk, Village of New Paltz

Skiles and Tanis for BOE

On May 21 I will proudly cast votes to elect Sophia 
Skiles and Bianca Tanis to the New Paltz Central 
School District Board of Education. We are truly for-
tunate to have the opportunity to benefi t from their 
leadership.

I have served with Sophia on the Board of Educa-
tion for the past three years and can attest to her 
tireless work ethic, endless compassion and laser 
focus on serving the needs of our student popula-
tion. While those characteristics are readily evident 
to careful observers of the board’s aff airs, I would 
like to highlight something subtler: Sophia’s role as a 
teacher and mentor. No one has a larger impact on 
my personal growth as a board member than Sophia 
Skiles.

I have also had the pleasure of working with Bian-
ca on issues relating to education (and beyond) for 
the past fi ve years. There are few people in New York 
State that have a better handle on education policy 
than Bianca; considering that one of the primary 
roles of the BOE is to set policy, she’s a natural fi t. 
Bianca has always been one of the fi rst people I turn 
to when I need an outside perspective on the board 
and the district -- she has always given me wise and 
honest feedback and has never been shy to tell me 
when I’m wrong.

Election Day is Tuesday, May 21, with all voting 
taking place at New Paltz High School from 7 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Please join me in casting a vote for Sophia 
Skiles and Bianca Tanis.

Michael O’Donnell
Gardiner

CCA? Hooray!

 With scientists saying we only have eleven years 
to change our fossil-fuel guzzling ways before major 
climate catastrophe, it is crucial we all do what we 
can NOW. I want to commend New Paltz on being a 
leader in protecting our children’s futures by making 
fi rst steps to join a CCA. Personally, I tried to do the 
right thing and join Green Mountain and later Clean 
Choice -- these are great options, but it was a hassle 
to switch and eventually my rates hiked and we had 
to quit. Now we are getting solar for our offi  ce, but 
our home is in the woods and that isn’t possible. My 
husband says I’m “spending a lot of energy on our 
energy”… asking each individual to go through this 
is just too much. Joining a Community Choice Aggre-
gate (CCA) as a town would use our buying power as 
a whole community to make our electricity 100% re-
newable -- for about the same or less cost than Cen-
tral Hudson. Talk about a win-win! There’s an easy 
opt out I hear as well (I guess for if you really hate the 
earth?). I know the village has passed the initial law, 
please encourage our town to do the same and let’s 
get 100% renewable ASAP. Go New Paltz!

Laura deNey
New Paltz

The Trees Wept in My Backyard

-- Written on September 6, 2016
As the rays of the morning sun penetrated trees in 

my yard and those on its perimeter, the warmth of 
the sun began melting the thin layer of frost on the 
leaves deposited by a cool front that settled in during 
the late hours of the night. What was striking about 
the meltdown was the apparent manner in which 
the water fell from the trees, especially the one a few 
yards from the house adorned with a birdfeeder. 

The apparent manner was that of tear drops that 
resolutely and synchronically fell down among an 
assortment of birds as they fed, and whose clatter 
sounded like that of a mourning wail, as for the loss 
of a loved one. Yes! The trees wept in my backyard. 

As the sun continued its ascent above the yard, the 
drops from the meltdown of morning dew grew more 
profuse as if the loss of a love one racked the heart so 
grievously that nothing else mattered but to see, touch, 
converse, embrace and feel the warmth once again of 
the lost loved one. Yes! The trees wept in my backyard.

As the drops increased as from a passing rain show-
er, and the mournful clatter of the birds reverber-
ated from the feeder tree to the house, the ongoing 
ascent of the sun brightened and cast long shadows 
across the yard, as that of the many who died sense-
less deaths in the madness of violence humans per-
petrate against themselves. Yes! The trees wept in 
my backyard.

Yes, they wept in my backyard. They wept tears 
for little fi ve-year-old Omran Daqneesh, pulled alive, 
but bloodied, from the ruins of a building in Aleppo, 
Syria. We saw the horror of that madness of violence 
in his little stalwart, scared face staring out at us if as 
to say “what have we Syrians done to deserve this?” 
Equally as well, the even younger Alan Kurdi whose 
drown body washed ashore on a Turkish beach, his 
shadow from the backyard of my house cries out 
“We simply sought a safer, welcoming and caring 
place among out fellow humans...nothing else.” 

And if we look here at home in the US of A, again, 
among the shadows across my backyard, as the 
warmth of the sun began to dissipate the tear drops 
of the meltdown, was that of Amadou Diallo, Eric 
Garner, Alton B. Sterling, Philando Castile, just a few 
among the overwhelming many, including females. 
Yes! The trees wept in my backyard. 

They wept for me, you, those who commit such 
madness of violence, all of us. It is time to wipe away 
the tears, come together to begin a process of decon-
struction of the roots of this madness, so that togeth-
er we can build that “safer, caring and welcoming” 
place for our future leaders -- among whom might 
have been little Alan Kurdi, but defi nitely those like 
Omran Daqneesh. Yes! The trees wept in my back-
yard.

A. J. Williams-Myers
New Paltz

A rose ... is still a rose

”You’re wrong when it’s right.”
-- Taken from Katy Perry’s Hot N Cold

Gentlemen’s Club. While driving along Route 32 
with my wife heading towards Kingston, I saw the 
aforementioned words on a sign in front of a non-
descript building and commented, “It’s refreshing 
to know that there are still places where men can 
gather together and learn how to be gentlemen. I 
guess chivalry is not dead after all, honey.” My wife’s 
response “Uh...George, I don’t think it’s that kind of 
club” left me feeling a little foolish as my face formed a 
sheepish grin and I said, “Oh of course; I feel like such 
a silly Civile. I really should have known that, sweet-
heart.” (Note to reader: Civile rhymes with silly.) 

While considering the fi ndings of the Mueller Re-
port and the expectations of those who were certain 
Mueller would be issuing indictments to Trump and 
his family; I wondered if any of the pundits and poli-
ticians experienced similar feelings of foolishness 
after learning they were wrong in their belief that 
Trump was fi nally going to get what was coming to 
him? Actually, since my wrong appraisal of the club’s 
raison d’être was an honest mistake, I thought their 
feelings ought to be much worse considering their 
assertions of certitude about Trump’s fate and the 
degree of their shattered expectations regarding his 
comeuppance. Indeed, most of Trump’s opponents 
hoped that the next Trump family photo would be 
featuring them all wearing prison jumpsuits. How-
ever, after observing their reactions, my wonderings 

in this regard came to an end: Instead of accepting 
the fi ndings of the investigator everyone consid-
ered the right man for the job, (and no this is not 
a Trumpian “everyone” but the real everyone) the 
“Trump is guilty crowd” circled the wagons and 
doubled down on being delusional by claiming the 
Mueller report really proves what they wanted it to 
prove...even though it didn’t. For this reason, I had 
to fi nally agree with the guy who said liberalism is a 
psychological disorder ... at least in many of its pres-
ent expressions. Any remaining doubts I had were 
dispelled by watching the Senate hearing of AG Wil-
liam Barr. The usual suspects in the Senate, most 
noteworthy Hawaii’s Maize Hirono -- whose name 
calling and demands for Barr’s resignation were par-
ticularly unseemly relentless -- attacked Barr with 
unwarranted hostile questions. These questioners 
displayed both their hatred of Trump and an un-
abashed willingness to violate Miss Manners’ Rules 
for Senators while questioning a highly regarded At-
torney General of the US during a Senate hearing. 
Not only did they scold Attorney General Barr for his 
actions, but they called him names that would have 
broken the bones of a lesser AG. Moreover, when 
it was discovered that Mueller had sent a memo to 
Barr objecting -- not to the substance of his summary 
of the Mueller Report but the Press’ characterization 
of it -- Barr, after informing the Senate that he ques-
tioned the reason for Mueller sending him a written 
memo, (Hey Bob what’s with the memo ... you could 
have just phoned me) related his conversation with 
Meuller to the Senators. In this conversation, Barr 
informed Mueller that rather than send a series of 
explanatory summaries of the fi ndings -- as Mueller 
requested -- he would, in order to avoid further con-
fusion and speculation, hasten to release the whole 
report -- including any summaries -- as quickly as possi-
ble ... which he did. At the reports of this conversation, 
many media pundits and Democrat leaders accused 
Barr of “lying” because he had stated that Mueller 
registered no objections to his summary. “Liar!” they 
exclaimed. “Barr is acting as Trump’s personal lawyer 
and not serving the interests of the American people” 
they righteously rejoined. Since then, the straining at 
the gnat of Barr’s testimony and the swallowing of the 
whole camel, in one gulp, of the “Trump is guilty even 
though the Mueller report says he’s not” narrative has 
risen to new heights of partisan political farce and ab-
surdity. Sadly, this nonsense is not going to end any 
time soon. (See the parody of “With the Press on our 
side” previously written on these feedback pages.)

In closing, to acknowledge “we were wrong” was 
once the normal and expected response to “Muel-
ler like” fi ndings, from those disappointed by such, 
in the pre-Trump era. But alas, those days are gone. 
In this new day of justifying “anything goes” against 
the opposition, apparently, honesty and humility 
are considered four-letter words. Moreover, shame 
and embarrassment are no longer considered vir-
tuous responses when unyieldingly expressed and 
defended truths are found to be lies by those who 
espoused them. There are no looks of chagrin or 
sheepish smiles in such instances anymore...at least 
among “anyone but Trump” people. With this in 
view, the next two years are going to be a bumpy 
ride for the country if it remains acceptable for po-
litical leaders and their followers to obstinately insist 
that what’s proven wrong is right. But maybe we can 
avoid some bumps and heal the wounds of the body 
politic if rather than attempting to save face when 
corrected, by defending positions that are indefen-
sible; we admit our mistakes...sheepish grins and all. 
Because, the facts of the matter are this: a wrong is 
still wrong even if everyone calls it right and a “boys 
night out club” is still a strip joint even if the owner 
calls it a Gentlemen’s Club. 

 George Civile 
Gardiner

Appointing the ethics board

Congratulations to Pat Ryan on his win to be our 
new Ulster County Executive. One of the many 
things that I hope he looks at is abolishing the cur-
rent ethics board and collaborating (now there is 
a unique idea) with the legislature to change the 
enabling legislation for membership and appoint-
ment to the ethics board. How about the legislature 
appoints two members, county exec appoints two 
and the four members then pick a fi fth from a list of 
applicants made up solely of members of the clergy 
from Ulster County. 



June 14, 2012  •  25  May 16, 2019 • 25  New Paltz Times 

Joseph Maloney, from Saugerties, the legislator 
found to have violated ethics laws by the current board, 
has recently fi led an Article 78 to set aside the fi ndings 
of that board. I hope the courts fi nd in legislator Ma-
loney’s favor! The notion of an ethics board trying to 
waylay or coerce an elected offi  cial into resigning right 
before the vote on the new legislative chair or suff er a 
$7,000 fi ne is in my opinion an ethical violation on the 
part of the ethics board. Politics at its worst. 

Good luck in court, Joe. Many are rooting for your 
success. 

Replace this board with one appointed by both Ul-
ster governmental bodies. It will blunt power plays. 
The fi fth member being appointed by the new mem-
bers themselves will allow them to debate the effi  -
cacy of their group. Too much unshared power is not 
good. Hopefully, this is ending in Ulster County. 

Eick Jones
Kerhonkson

Myopic vision or looking at your 
wallet 

The fi rst true astronauts were the ancient Greeks 
who imagined the Earth as Mother Gaia. That his-
torical moment of insight passed into oblivion when 
wealth was made by digging holes in the earth, clear 
cutting trees and selling animals. After that, the idea 
that we are all connected became merely rhetoric. 
By the 1960’s when our astronauts actually saw Gaia 
from space, the concept we are all connected was 
fading as fast as the animals on the extinction list. 

Looking though today’s political windows, I see 
a parasitic insurance-driven health care system self 
selecting the wealthiest. On the same channel, I hear 
the word “pandemic.” As a reminder, The Black 
Death was a pandemic in the 1400’s, so was the 
Spanish Flu in the 1900’s, and today we have HIV 
Aids and Ebola challenging our medical science. The 
interesting thing about a pandemic, no matter how 
much money you pile up around you, you’re still 
vulnerable. The baker where you buy your rolls, the 
street cleaner who rings your door bell, the waiter in 
your favorite restaurant, your banker whose opiate 
addicted child brings it home, its going to fi nd a way 
into your bio system. 

If we do not accept that there is no animal, plant, 
insect, person or virus that is not interdependent on all 
the others, we will soon see that pandemics are being 
cultured in the pockets of our politicians by compro-
mising available health care treatment for all. 

Listen to the Ebola reports coming out of Africa 
today. Ebola, already once found its way to the US. 
The most vulnerable in America are the uninsured 
and they will be the ones where Ebola will not be 
detected. Then even those who reach for their thick 
wallets, will fi nd no amount of dollars can keep them 
from being exposed to the pandemic. 

Human beings have a moral obligation to feed, 
house and provide health care to all because we are 
all connected, and we all live together on our mother 
Gaia. 

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Trump’s sports world

Betting sports fans who voted in 2016 to “give him 
a chance” were rewarded with a spotlight on their 
passion in the 120th week of Trump’s presidency. 
The world champions of baseball, the Boston Red 
Sox, attended a traditional White House ceremony 
honoring their accomplishments. But this event was 
less than conventional, with many members, including 
the manager, declining to participate. Predictably, all 
of them were people of color. They joined other sports 
fi gures who have rejected White House ceremonies. 
The world of sports, which typically strives to be apo-
litical to protect its dollars, shows itself to be as divided 

and rancorous as the rest of America. 
Also this week, we read news reports about Trump’s 

tax returns during the 90s. Our president, while claim-
ing the information was “fake news,” simultaneously 
boasted that his huge reported tax losses were part of the 
real estate industry’s game of manipulating US tax laws 
to its benefi t. For developers like him, taking huge losses 
and renegotiating with banks was “sport.” Pity the poor 
Americans who feel that preparing their tax returns with 
H&R Block is less sport than inquisition, and who fi nd 
their bank to be unfriendly about easing their struggles.

We have discovered that Trump’s approach to gov-
ernance is indeed framed as a sport. Stir up under-
lying rivalries; excitement sells tickets (60 million 
Twitter followers). Give no quarter to rivals, who are 
blood enemies and losers. Put your money on the roy-
alty franchises with dominating assets. If you strike out 
or even lose, blame the umpires and the rules. 

In Trump’s game, there is no traditional hand-
shake with opponents after the competition -- only 
rancid bitterness to build up for the next confronta-
tion. And a hike in ticket prices.

Tom Denton
Highland

Thanks from the Gardiner Day 
Committee

The Gardiner Day Committee would like to give 
thanks to everyone who made the annual Ladies 
Night Out (aka Women Helping Women Dance) a 
great success. Each spring we host this dance to sup-
port the Washburn House, a women’s shelter in Ul-
ster County. This year’s dance raised $1,500 for the 
shelter! Thank you to all the ladies who came out to 
enjoy an evening of music, dancing, great food and 
the company of friends. 

Thank you to our DJ, J Smooth, for fi lling the dance 
fl oor, the New Paltz VFW for the venue and to Kathy 
Mironchik, our bartender.

Thank you too to all the amazing businesses and 
individuals who support this cause each year with 
generous door prizes and raffl  e prizes: Meadows-
cent, Gardiner Liquid Mercantile, Uptown Attic, Gar-
diner Day Committee, Cuts by Dawn, Majestic Hard-
ware, Natural Pet Center, Gilded Otter, Main Street 
Bistro, Ridgeline Realty, Handmade and More, P & 
G’s, Mountain Brauhaus, Pasquale’s, Eagle Peak Acu-
puncture, Gary Schulte, Mountain Meadows B&B, 
Garvan’s, Dedrick’s, Rock and Snow, Shapers, Mike’s 
Hothouse, Pasquale’s, Michelle Mosher, Ulster Sav-
ings Bank, Carmelo’s Barber Shop, Jenkinstown Day 
Spa, Upstairs at 9, Made with Love, Robibero Winery, 
Gadaleto’s, Cindy Dates, Café Mio, Dancing Meadow, 
Thai Yoga Body Works, Village Market, Kellie James, 
Doc Schwartz Wine Jelly, Jennifer Stack O’Connor, 
Hudson Valley Wine Market, Get Stoned Wire Art, 
Yard Owl, Fighting Spirit Karate, Gardiner Brewery, 
Kit Defever and Hedy & Lisa House Cleaners. 

Jewell Turner, Jaynie Aristeo, Judy Bacon
Kathy DeLano, Sharon DeMatteo, Maria Baum 

Patrick Murphy, Kathy Basile
Barbara Mezzaros, Cindy Dates, Jackie Wild 

Christine Desmoni, Suger Rowinski
Chrissy Burke, Fred Schanz, Horatio Guerito 

Jessica Andradez, Stephanie Walsh
Victoria St. George, Trudi Sims, Matt Laspada 

The Gardiner Day Committee

Embarassed

I am embarrassed to be a human being. Sound 
weird? It feels weird. 

My father, throughout his life, was embarrassed to 
be a German because of the atrocities imposed on 
the Jews. He had never been in Germany and cel-
ebrated and invited people of diff erent races and 
faiths at our dinner table. And yet, he still felt some 
responsibility for Germany’s misdeeds. 

When the UN Biodiversity Report was made pub-
lic last week, indicating that over a million species 
were likely to become extinct because of human 
activity, I guess I connected with Dad’s angst. How 
could the most advanced and intelligent species in 
history allow over three decades to pass, remaining 
inert while knowing full well the catastrophic impact 
of climate change?

For Dad it was too late to go back and “right the 
wrong.” For us, it’s not too late to feel the embarrass-
ment and limit the disaster. 

Dan Guenther
New Paltz

Let’s get our heads back above water

Recently, I wrote an open letter inviting Trump 
supporters to engage in dialogue with me. Most I 
met with called Trump, usually in less polite terms, 
“a lowlife” and “unprincipled.” Yet, they all said 
they’ll vote for him again in 2020 because of “the 
great things he’s done for our country.” 

Many referred to their Christianity in justifying 
their views. But in hanging on to a Bible as a life 
preserver in the swamp that Trump has created -- 
the swamp that Trump is -- they’re committing a sin 
their God capsized civilizations for: becoming will-
fully deaf and blind; ignoring His message.

They ignore these biblical passages, among a mul-
titude of others: 

“The alien who resides with you shall be to you 
as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as 
yourself.”

“Let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for them-
selves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Open 
thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of 
the poor and needy.”

“Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.” 

Trump’s does. As a senior White House offi  cial 
wrote in a New York Times Op-Ed, “The root of the 
problem is the president’s amorality. [My biggest] 
concern is not what Mr. Trump has done to the presi-
dency but rather what we as a nation have allowed 
him to do to us. We have sunk low with him.”

Indeed we have. But here’s another Bible passage 
Trumpers ignore and that, were they to heed it, might 
help them and the civilization we’re all part of get our 
heads back above water: “What shall it profi t a man if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his soul?”

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

TLK LLC
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
KJ LAND DEVELOP-
MENT, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 3/27/2019. 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, P.O Box 
673, Lake Katrine, NY 
12449. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
FRANNIE G’S SPE-
CIAL PLACES, LLC  
Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
3/11/2019. Off . Loc.: 
Ulster  Co.  SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 2635 
Farsund Drive, Yor-
ktown Heights, NY 
10598.  Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Kai Zee, LLC
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liabil-
ity Company ("LLC"). 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led New York 
Sec. of State ("NYSS") 
4/11/2019. Offi  ce loc. 
Ulster County. NYSS 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. NYSS 
shall mail a copy of 
any process to c/o 
The LLC, 400 Cham-
bers Street, 15B, 
New York, New York 
10282. There is no 
specifi c date set for 
dissolution. Purpose: 
to engage in any law-

ful activity or act. 
Name and Business 
Address of Organizer 
is John R. Marvin, 
Esq., 44 West Market 
Street, P.O. Box 151, 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY. 
NAME: Elvy Proper-
ties, LLC. Articles of 
Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of State of New 
York on 02/05/2019 
Offi  ce location: 1 
Van Kleeck Ave New 
Paltz, NY 12561    Ul-
ster County. The Sec-
retary of State of New 
York has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State of New York 
shall mail a copy of 
process to the LLC 
at 1 Van Kleeck Ave. 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: For any law-
ful purpose.  

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company
HUMBLE ROOTS 
CAFÉ LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York on Feb 
27, 2019
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of any process to the 
LLC at: 2293 Route 
44 55 Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose per-
mitted for the LLC 
under NY Limited Li-

ability Act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Em-
pire Qualifi ed Oppor-
tunity Fund 1, LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
12/24/2018. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Empire Qualifi ed 
Opportunity Fund 1, 
LLC 68 Dashville Rd 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
Vale Restaurant LLC. 
Art. of Org. fi led 
4/12/19. Offi  ce in Ul-
ster Co. SSNY des-
ignated for process 
and shall mail to Reg. 
Agent: Thomas Law 
Firm, 175 Varick St, 
NY, NY 10014. Pur-
pose: Any lawful ac-
tivity

LEGAL NOTICE
Kimlin Ulster, LLC 
Notice of Formation 
of Kimlin Ulster, LLC 
(LLC). Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 03/29/2019. Of-
fi ce Location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: the LLC, PO Box 
218, Gardiner, New 

York, 12525. 
Purpose:  any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of POINT ROAD STU-
DIOS LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/14/18. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 46 Erikas Walk 
Mount Tremper, NY 
12457. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): New 
Prospect Farm LLC.  
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 5, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: New Prospect 
Farm LLC 158 Mara-
bac Rd Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
THE COPING COM-
MUNITY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 04/19/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 

served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 66
Schreibers Lane, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF QUALI-
FICATION OF 3249 
ROUTE 32, LLC APP. 
FOR AUTH. fi led with 
SSNY on 3/22/2019 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co.
Registered in Dela-
ware on 3/5/2019. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail process to 
the LLC, P.O Box 173, 
Bearsville, NY 12409. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of APPLE COUNTRY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
4/11/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail 
process to: c/o The 
LLC, P.O. Box 330, 
Clintondale, NY 
12515. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Black Acre Ten-
nis Club, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/17/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 

Drive, Apt 17F, NY, NY 
10023. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 323 OLD MILL LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 4/16/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 856 N. Mountain 
Rd., Gardiner,
NY 12525. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PM 59 CUTLER LLC  
Art. OF Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/12/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, c/o Philip 
Mindlin, 238 Presi-
dent Street, - Apt. 4, 
Brooklyn, NY 11231. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
BARNCROFT STAYS 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/9/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC, 357 
Dean Street, Apt. 4A, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOP NOTCH TREE 
REMOVAL AND 
PROPERTY MAIN-
TENANCE, LLC Art. 
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subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com;  
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A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview
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“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20
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by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

ings Schatzi’s 
ropub to New Paltz

11

New PaltzBoard conmoratoriumGateway ar
by Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR Town Board mempose a moratoriuthat time to creat
development overlay zone 
enough attention to start the 
but it's not at all clear if such 
actually be taken. There are fi n
legal ramifi cations that will be st
fore any decisions are made. The
have been born of the CVS/Five G
ect that the Planning Board is p
considering for North Putt Corner
but proponents say that it's about t

ger picture, not that one application
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely 

the same wording -- requesting th

moratorium be considered. "It's im

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who h

been a leader among those who oppo

the scale of the CVS project, said th

the proposed overlay district would en

compass far more than a single parcel

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 

your name:  ___________________________________________

street address: _________________________________________

town/city: _____________________  state _____ zip __________
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Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 4/17/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 82 Tan-
glewood Road, West 
Hurley, NY 12491. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Confectionery NYC 
LLC Articles of Orga-
nization were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/18/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Confection-
ery NYC  25 N Front 
Street New Paltz NY 
12561). Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEST EASTERN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
04/30/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: De 
Ying Chen, 186 N 

Putt Corners Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Tower Hill Farm, LLC 
Art. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on April 
29, 2019. Offi  ce: Ul-
ster. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy to the LLC, 
(261 Swartekill Rd, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 
York, on the applica-
tion of Royal Pools 
and Spas - for prop-
erty at 600 Route 
299. (SBL: 87.1-3-
41.220), Highland NY, 
12528, proposing to 
construct a 30' x 50' 
outdoor pool park to 
display three above 
ground pools and ap-
proval for a 5' x 10' 
sign to be located on 
the side of the build-
ing.
The public hearing 
will take place at 
the Town of Lloyd 
Town Hall on Thurs-
day, May 23, 2019 at 
7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 
York, on the applica-
tion of Budnik, John 
and Debra - for prop-
erty at 289 Hurds 
Road. (SBL: 94.2-1-
4.120), New Paltz 
NY, 12528, seeking 
a special use permit 
to allow an acces-
sory apartment on 
the second fl oor of a 
detached 28 x24 sq. 
ft 2-story building on 
the parcel.
The public hearing 
will take place at 
the Town of Lloyd 
Town Hall on Thurs-
day, May 23, 2019 at 
7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THE BUDGET, ANNU-
AL MEETING, 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELECTION AND 
VOTE 
NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN, that the 
Board of Education 
of the New Paltz Cen-
tral School District, 
Ulster County, New 
York will hold a Public 
Hearing on the Budget 
at the New Paltz High 
School, New Paltz, 
New York, on Wednes-
day, May 8, 2019 at 

7:00 P.M. for the pur-
pose of presenting the 
budget document for 
the 2019-2020 School 
Year. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN, that a copy 
of the statement of 
the amount of money 
which will be required 
for School District pur-
poses during the 2019-
2020 school year (the 
Budget), exclusive of 
public monies, may 
be obtained by any 
resident of the District 
during business hours, 
between 9:00 A.M. 
and 3:00 P.M. at each 
of the District’s school-
houses and at the Ad-
ministrative Offi  ces, 
eff ective May 1, 2019, 
except Saturday, Sun-
day or holidays, and 
shall be available on 
the District’s website 
and at public and free 
association libraries 
within the District. A 
Real Property Tax Ex-
emption Report pre-
pared in accordance 
with Section 495 of the 
Real Property Tax Law 
will be annexed to any 
tentative/preliminary 
budget as well as the 
fi nal adopted budget 
of which it will form a 
part; and shall be post-
ed on District bulletin 
board(s) maintained 
for public notices, as 
well as on the District’s 
website. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN, that the Annu-
al Meeting, Election of 
Members of the Board 
of Education and Vote 
on the Budget, will be 
held on Tuesday, May 
21, 2019, at the Gym-

nasium at the New 
Paltz High School, 
New Paltz, New York, 
between the hours of 
7:00 AM and 9:00 PM, 
prevailing time, when 
the polls will be open 
for the purpose of vot-
ing by voting machine: 
A. To elect two (2) 
members to the Board 
of Education for three-
year terms, commenc-
ing July 1, 2019 and ex-
piring June 30, 2022. 
B. To vote upon the 
appropriation of the 
necessary funds of 
$63,640,000.00 to 
meet the estimated ex-
penditures for School 
District purposes for 
the 2019-2020 School 
Year (the Budget). 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
FURTHER GIVEN, that 
pursuant to Section 
2018-b of the Educa-
tion Law, applications 
for absentee ballots 
for the School District 
Election and Vote may 
be obtained at the Dis-
trict Offi  ce and on the 
District website. The 
application must be 
received by the Dis-
trict Clerk at least sev-
en (7) days prior to the 
election if the ballot 
is to be mailed to the 
voter or the day be-
fore the election, if the 

ballot will be picked 
up personally by the 
voter at the District Of-
fi ce. Written requests 
for absentee ballots 
must be made at least 
seven (7) days and no 
more than thirty (30) 
days prior to the Elec-
tion and Vote. Absen-
tee ballots must be 
received at the offi  ce 
of the District Clerk by 
no later than 5:00 P.M. 
prevailing time, on the 
day of the Election and 
Vote, May 21, 2019. A 
list of all persons to 
whom absentee bal-
lots shall have been 
issued will be available 
for inspection to quali-
fi ed voters of the Dis-
trict at the Offi  ce of the 
District Clerk during 
regular offi  ce hours, 
8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
prevailing time, until 
the day of the Election 
and Vote. Any quali-
fi ed voter may fi le a 
written challenge of 
the qualifi cation of a 
voter whose name ap-
pears on such list, stat-
ing the reasons for the 
challenge. 
DUSTI L. CALLO 
District Clerk 
DATED: April 25, 2019 
DUSTI CALLO 
DISTRICT CLERK

Joseph W. DeCicco
Joseph W. DeCicco, 62, of Catskill died unexpectedly Wednes-
day May 8, 2019 at Columbia Memorial Hospital in Hudson.  
Born August 21, 1956 in Catskill, he was the son of Claire 
(Rice) DeCicco and the late Joseph DeCicco.

Joseph graduated from Catskill High School in 1974. He worked 
in his parents store, Joe’s Food Market, until his enlistment in 
the Navy. A veteran of the United States Navy, Joseph proud-
ly served on the USS Aylwin FF-1081 from 1974 to 1978.  He 
spoke often of the friendships and memories made during that 
time. After he was discharged from the Navy, Joseph worked 
as a correctional officer in the New York State Corrections De-
partment at Coxsackie. Following that, he was employed for 
nearly 30 years by Central Hudson retiring as a Line Clearance 
Foreman.  Since his retirement he has volunteered with Samar-
itan’s Purse where his faith and desire to help others were put to 
good use assisting families with clean up efforts following natu-
ral disasters around the USA.  He enjoyed traveling the country 
in his RV and meeting new friends at all of his stops.  He was 
a man full of love and laughter.  As a younger man he enjoyed 
building and working on cars in his spare time. It was a labor of 
love and he beamed with pride at the finished product. Joseph 

had a love for the outdoors and enjoyed hunting and fishing in the Adirondacks. This love was taught to him 
early in life by his grandfather, the late William W. Rice. They shared a special bond that instilled many strong 
values that could been seen throughout the remainder of Jospeh’s life. 

In addition to his mother, Joseph is survived by his wife of fifteen years, Susan DeCicco;  his children, Sarah 
DeCicco, Amy J. VanDenburgh and her husband Justin, Zachary Zahorsky, and Nicholas Zahorsky;  his grand-
children, Jace and Joseph Vandenburgh. In addition, he was anxiously awaiting Sarah’s first child, his first grand-
daughter, in October.  Joseph is also survived by his extended Kings Fire Church family.

Cremation and memorial arrangements are under the guidance of the Joseph V. Leahy Funeral Home, Inc. 27 
Smith Avenue.    www.jvleahyfh.com  The family will receive friends from 2-3pm and a memorial service will fol-
low at 3pm on Saturday May 18, 2019 at the Kings Fire Church.  865 Neighborhood Rd, Lake Katrine, NY  12449.

Est. 1928
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