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CITY GOVERNMENT

How 
public 
is art?
City’s panel plan 

hears both criticism 
and support at 

City Hall hearing 
BY JESSE J. SMITH

I
n the face of some skepticism, 
city officials unveiled a draft version 
of a new policy to regulate public art, 
including murals and other installa-
tions on private property, at a public 

hearing at City Hall on Tuesday, May 21.
While city officials say the intent 

of the policy is to aid and promote the 
city’s booming arts scene, many speakers 
expressed concerns ranging from doubt 
about the need for such a policy to fear that 

government involvement would inevitably 
stifle creativity and lead to censorship.

The policy — which, city officials stress, 

is in draft form and subject to change 
following public comment — lays out an 
approval process, application fees and 

other guidelines for all “art in public.” The 
policy defines public art as art placed on 

ELECTION 2019

Early voting 
impasse
Dem, GOP election 
commissioners can’t 
agree on New Paltz 
site  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A
n impasse between Ulster 
County’s Democratic and 
Republican election com-
missioners could jeopardize 
thousands of dollars in state 

funding set aside for early voting in this 
November’s elections.

The dispute between Democratic 
Commissioner Ashley Dittus and her Re-
publican counterpart, Tom Turco, involves 
the location of early voting centers, where, 
for the first time in New York, ballots may 
be cast in the nine days leading up to the 
Nov. 5 general election.

Early voting was part of a package of 
election reforms passed earlier this year 
after Democrats took control of the state 
Senate. The law directs county election 

UPTOWN CITY GOVERNMENT

Declaration day
Planning board could decide June 3 on scale of 
Kingstonian environmental review  BY JESSE J. SMITH

The city planning board 
could decide as early as 
Monday, June 3 just how 
extensive an environmen-
tal review will be for a major 

proposed residential, retail and parking 
complex in Uptown Kingston.

The board will hold a special meeting 
at City Hall at 6 p.m. that evening to solicit 
public input on the vetting process for 
the proposed Kingstonian project. The 
meeting is last scheduled open public 
hearing before the board is set to decide 
how to proceed with the Kingstonian’s 
environmental review.

“I can’t predict it, quite frankly,” said 
City Planner Suzanne Cahill when asked 
whether the board would issue a positive 
or negative declaration of environmental 
significance for the project at the meeting. 
“It depends on the comment that comes 
from the general public. It will be up to 
the board to make a decision.”

The proposed Kingstonian project 
would occupy two sites on either side of 
Fair Street Extension in Uptown Kingston. 
One site, on the corner of North Front 
and Wall streets would hold 129 units 
of market rate housing and a 420-space 
indoor parking structure. The plan states 
that 250 of those parking spots would 

be set aside for the public. On the Fair 
Street side, a brick warehouse owned by 
project co-developer Brad Jordan would 
be converted into a 32-room boutique 
hotel. The proposal also calls for 8,000 
square feet of retail space, an open-air 
plaza and a pedestrian bridge linking the 
site to Kingston Plaza. The project headed 
up by Jordan and Poughkeepsie-based JM 
Development Group is funded with $46 
million in private investment and another 

$6.8 million in state grants. 
Supporters of the project say that it 

would expand the city’s tax base, create 
jobs and fill in a “missing tooth” in the 
streetscape left by the 2008 demolition 
of a city parking garage at the site.

But the proposal has faced opposition 
from those who believe the Kingstonian’s 
high-end apartments and boutique hotel 
rooms will speed up the pace of gentrifi-

PHOTO PROVIDED

An artist’s rendering of the Kingstonian proposal.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Adrielle Farr explains the proposed policy.
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The term so far
Antonio Delgado talks about 

his early days in Congress  BY BEN JOHANSEN 

E
arlier this month, I spoke with An-
tonio Delgado about his time so far in 
Congress and the current issues facing this 
district. This was not my first meeting with 
him — last October, I was given a dual task 

for my high school newspaper: conduct my first inter-
view and write my first newspaper article. Although I 
was a bit nervous during both interviews, Delgado’s 
calm demeanor allowed for smooth and interesting 
conversations. 

We started off discussing the upcoming 2020 pres-
idential election and the vast number of Democratic 
candidates. Delgado pulled from his own personal 
experience in his 2018 primaries, when he beat out six 
other candidates for the party’s line. “I do think that 
ultimately, I was better for it, and it allowed me to get 
a sense of who I am in the heat of the competition,” 
Delgado said. “I see a lot of value in the fact that there 
is so much excitement and such a plethora of ideas 
from the party.” 

When asked about specific issues he would like the 
2020 candidates to focus on, he shifted the conversa-
tion toward the process. He said that we must engage 
in civil conversation and stop with the name calling 
and personal attacks.

“I would encourage any candidate to first and 
foremost ground the conversation in morality and in 

not just left and right, but right and wrong. Then, we 
will elevate the conversations to the issues with the 
emphasis on bringing people together.” 

We then talked about two particularly tough topics: 
the possible impeachment of President Trump and 
the actions of Attorney General William Barr. “I am 
certainly of the mindset that the case is not closed,” 
Delgado said. “We must continue to work. We must 
continue to focus on how we can secure our electoral 
infrastructure.”

As for Barr, “If he continues to act in the manner in 
which he has, he is no longer fit to hold that position,” 
Delgado said.

I asked Delgado what he believes the biggest sur-
prises have been so far in Congress. “Personally, the 
realities of having to manage being away from the 
family,” he said. “Trying to understand how to do that 
in a way that has the right balance.” 

He also mentioned as a challenge how surprisingly 
slow getting things done in Washington can be in this 
time of partisan gridlock and divisiveness. 

We then talked about the things he has done so far 
in Congress of which he is most proud. “My biggest bill 
that I have introduced to date is Medicare X Choice 
Act.” The bill, if it becomes law, would allow Americans 
of all ages to buy into a government-backed “public 
option” health insurance plan, using the same Medicare 

providers network available to Americans over age 65.
“Given how much I campaigned on a public option, 

and how dedicated I was to achieving legislation for that 
purpose, I am most proud of this act,” Delgado said.

As his re-election campaign is already gearing up 
for 2020, Delgado still has a lot that he hopes to ac-
complish. I asked him specifically what he would like 
to achieve. In his response, he focused on providing 
more funding for different educational programs like 
universal pre-k and trade school, as well as fighting 
climate change in an effective manner. “The key 
throughout is inequality,” Delgado said. “Whether it 
is income inequality, inequality in education, or in 
health care. There is too much of it going on across 
the country.”

One issue we talked about at length was 
student loan debt. Delgado believes that student 
debt has become a serious problem for many 

recent college graduates.
“We must prioritize education. When I was growing 

up, a Pell grant covered about 70 percent of a four-year 
education. Now, they only cover 30 percent.” 

He also believes that student loan interest should 
not accrue during the student’s active enrollment pe-
riod. He believes that interest should not start until a 
borrower is an active member in the workforce. Addi-
tionally, forgiving debt is a way to help over-burdened 
loan recipients.

Delgado also spoke of the importance of staying 
connected to the district, noting that he’s already 
done a dozen town hall meetings and has opened 
three offices, with plans for two more. “The people 
that I represent are the ones I owe my allegiance to. I 
am an extension of the community. From my vantage 
point, every priority goes back to the district, they go 
back here … It is important to actually stay grounded,” 
Delgado said, and added “You can do that best by 
connecting with people and really listening to what 
is going on. I am not here to be a show horse. I am 
here to be a workhorse.”

(Editor’s note: Ben Johansen is a senior at Onteora High 
School pursuing a mentorship in political journalism 
in the school’s Community Mentor Program.)

DION OGUST

Antonio Delgado.
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Cops say convicted 
burglar caught with 
tools of the trade

A Kingston man on parole for bur-
glary was arrested after city police 
found him hiding between buildings 
carrying what police say were bur-
glar’s tools.

William Monarch, 48, was arrested 
on May 20 after Kingston Police on 
patrol spotted him hiding between 
buildings on Foxhall Avenue. When 
offi cers questioned Monarch, they 

found he was carrying rubber gloves, 
a bandanna and a crowbar.

State records show that Monarch 
has served three terms in New York 
State prisons for convictions on bur-
glary and drug charges dating back 
to 2005. At the time of his arrest, 
cops say Monarch was on parole for 
a 2011 burglary conviction.

JESSE J. SMITH 

Town of Ulster police: 
Sex offender broke 
reporting rules

A registered sex offender in the 
Town of Ulster is facing a felony 
charge after cops say he failed to 

comply with reporting requirements. 
Anthony J. Esposito, 33, was ar-
rested on May 20 and charged with 
a single count failure to register a 
change of address under the offend-
er registration act, town police said.

Police say Esposito was required 
to register with authorities based on 
a 2005 conviction for fi rst-degree 
aggravated sexual abuse. On April 1, 
police said, Esposito submitted pa-
perwork to the sex offender registry 
that failed to meet his obligation un-
der the law. Esposito was arraigned 
in Town of Ulster Court and released 
without bail to appear at a later date. 

J.J.S.

POLICE BRIEFS
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BRIEFLY NOTED
Market offers free bags
and cheap composting

Starting this Saturday, Kingston 
Farmers Market customers will 

have access to free biodegrad-
able produce bags to replace 
single-use plastic produce bags. 
This shift will allow the market, 
organizers state, to eliminate 
thousands of plastic bags. The 
compostable bags will be avail-
able at the farmers market every 

Saturday at each vendor’s booth 
courtesy of the yet-to-be-opened 
Uptown businesses Hotel Kinsey 
and Fare & Main.  

Community Compost Compa-
ny will also be at the Farmers 
Market each Saturday offering 
residential compost dropoff for 

all members of the community. 
For $12 per month, families can 
bring their compost to the market 
each week. More information is 
available at communitycompost-
co.com. Use the coupon code 
“compost” to receive the fi rst 
month for free.

Lee Reich’s annual 
permaculture plant sale

Join Almanac Weekly garden 
columnist Lee Reich for his an-
nual permaculture plant sale on 
Saturday, June 1 from 2:30-5:30 
p.m. Rare, easy-to-grow fruiting 

SCHOOLS

Easy win
Voters OK school budget 
by more than 2-1 
margin  BY CRISPIN KOTT

Voters in the Kingston City School 
District overwhelmingly approved a 
$180,813,057 budget for the 2019-20 
school year on May 21, with 1,180 in favor 
of the spending plan and 501 opposed in 

unofficial results. 
The approved budget will see an increase in spend-

ing of $5.78 million, or roughly 3.3 percent over the 
2018-19 budget. Because the district isn’t seeking to 
increase the tax levy by greater than the 1.45 percent 
mandated by the State Education Department, they 
only need a simple majority at the polls for the budget 
to pass. The district’s first draft of the spending plan 
totaled $181.88 million, which would have come with 
a 3.98 percent tax levy increase. By coming down to 
1.45 percent, the district avoided having to seek a 
supermajority of 60 percent or higher at the polls.

They might not have needed a supermajority, but 
the district got one all the same. School officials were 
concerned that reducing the number of polling places 

and cutting back polling hours might negatively im-
pact the chances of passing their budget. But while 
the total number of voters fell from 2,875 a year ago, 
those who did vote this year approved of the budget 
by a greater percentage, over 70 percent compared to 
around 65 percent in 2018.

“We did fare better percentage-wise, but I still 
would like to see us get back to a higher number of 
voters” said Superintendent Paul Padalino. “We’re 
actually not that far off from where we were last year, 
which is interesting. And we’re already talking about 
what we can do next year, do different, do better, to 
get more people out. It’s been a steady decline since 
we had around 6,000 voters in 2012. We’d like to see 
more voters, but we’re glad to see that the voters who 
did come out overwhelmingly approved our budget.”

The district’s hours and polling locations were 
significantly reduced due to an arrangement with the 
Ulster County Board of Elections, who very nearly 
didn’t allow the KCSD to use its voting machines at 
all. Historically, the district held its budget vote at 
each of its elementary schools, but polls will instead 
be open at Kingston High School, and both J. Watson 
Bailey and M. Clifford Miller middle schools. Polls 
were open on Tuesday from 3-9 p.m.

Also approved by voters was the sole proposition 
on the ballot, the renewal of the district’s warehouse 
and maintenance facility lease at 918 Ulster Avenue 
at an estimated $100,000 per year. The district has 
leased the facility since December 2003. Nine-hun-
dred thirty-seven people voted in favor of extending 
the lease, while 377 voted against it. 

With five candidates vying for four seats on the 

Board of Education, incumbents fared the best, with 
Suzanne Jordan (1,459), Steven Spicer (1,342) and 
James Michael (1,247) all cruising to victory with new 
three-year terms. With 917 votes, Herbert Lamb will 
fill out the remaining two years of a term originally 
held by Danielle Guido, who resigned from the board 
earlier this year. Spicer was appointed by trustees to 
take the seat left by Guido. Donn Avallone, who ran 
as a write-in candidate, picked up 458 votes.

Padalino said he often looks at the school board 
votes rather than the budget results as an indicator of 
how the public perceives the job the district is doing. 
When incumbents are re-elected, Padalino said, it 
means voters are happy with the job they’re doing.

“This is my seventh budget here in Kingston, and 
in seven budgets we’ve only had one board member 
who left the board by being beaten in an election,” 
said Padalino. “The fact that people continue to elect 
incumbents says to me that the community trusts in 
how the school district is being run and trusts the 
Board, and by proxy trusts  the administration and 
the direction of the district.”

The budget passed easily at all three polling places 
by roughly the same percentage, as did the warehouse 
proposition. All three incumbents earned enough votes 
compared to their opponents at each polling place to 
earn full terms, while Lamb was also the clear winner 
of the two-year term at all three schools. Avallone 
trailed at all three polling places, but while he picked 
up 262 and 194 votes at Kingston High School and 
Miller Middle School respectively, unofficial results at 
Bailey show him receiving just two votes.

COUNTY NOTES

Clearwater’s golden age
Recalling a time when the Hudson River needed 

a lot of help, reflecting on how conditions in the river 
have improved, and remembering there’s still much 
to be done to protect our seminal waterway, the Sloop 
Clearwater marked the 50th anniversary of its May 
17, 1969 launching last Friday in Beacon.

Conceived by folk singer and activist Pete Seeger, 
designed by Cy Hamlin and built in Maine, the Clear-
water, modeled after the Dutch cargo boats which 
plied the Hudson before the age of steam, instantly 
became a symbol and rallying point for efforts to clean 
up the river. The not-for-profit group which manages 
the boat, Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, is one of 
the nation’s leading advocates for clean waterways.

At the rededication ceremony, as the assembled 
sang “Clearwater’s on the River,” participants mixed 
brackish salt water from the lower Hudson and fresh 
water from the upper Hudson, and Pete and Toshi 
Seeger’s young great-grandson Raiden DeGeare 
poured it over the deck.

“In the 1960s the space for leadership was dominat-
ed by Vietnam, civil rights and battles in our country, 
and pollution in what might have then been called the 
Hudson Sewer,” said Hal Cohen, one of Clearwater’s 
original co-founders. “Up came Pete and Toshi and 
exerted new leadership. They led us through the 
Hudson River cleanup , Indian Point battles, and so 
much else. Now we have new challenges — 7.5 billion 
people, bomb trains, a warmer climate, melting poles 
and rising seas. That wasn’t on the menu in the 1960s. 
But in ‘leadership’ there is a ‘ship.’ Happy birthday, 
Clearwater, and may she lead us through today’s 
challenges to a new era.”

Catskill Center 50 years old
The Catskill Center will mark its 50th anniversary 

with a day-long celebration and a host of fun-filled 
family-focused events beginning at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
May 25 at the Hinchey Visitor Center on Route 28 in 
Mount Tremper. The celebration will feature a schedule 
of free activities and amusements for all ages.

Formal presentations start at 9:30 a.m. with the 
Catskill Center’s 50th annual meeting. Lunch will 
be available for purchase at the Marty’s Mercantile 
lunch station.

The Catskill Center’s 50th anniversary celebration 
also includes the publication of a book, Natural Re-

sources: 50 Stewards of the Catskills, which celebrates 
individuals for their contributions to the Catskills’ 
environment, economy and culture. The book will be 
released at the annual meeting and the book’s subjects 
will be celebrated.

The book’s honorees includes Sherret S. Chase, 
founding president of the Catskill Center. The 101-year-
old Chase will be present at the meeting.

For more information about the Catskill Center, 
or to find a complete schedule of the day’s activities, 
visit catskillcenter.org/summergathering

New New Paltz cop station
The New Paltz town board members has voted to 

purchase a property at 59 North Putt Corners Road 
to bring the police and justice court back under the 

same roof for the first time since police left their 
cramped quarters on Plattekill Avenue more than 
a decade ago.

The plan would get the town out of a very expen-
sive lease for the current police station at South Putt 
Corners Road, slated to go up by $90,000 this year 
and more each year thereafter. The purchase price is 
$1.325 million, but it’s expected that converting it into 
a police station and courthouse will run as much as 
$8 million, to be bonded over 25 years.

The borrowing allows a permissive referendum, 
but will pass automatically unless residents gather 
enough petition signatures in 30 days to require a 
public vote. Supervisor Neil Bettez lamented the fact 
that for towns, unlike schools, capital expenditures 
are still counted against the tax cap, which, he said, 
makes long-term planning more difficult.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Clearwater executive director Greg Williams, Dutchess County legislator Nick Page, state assemblyman Jona-

than Jacobson and at the podium Max Cordella, district director for state senator Jen Metzger.
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— FOR SALE —
1997 Honda Accord LX

New engine, new battery, new transmission, 
new radiator, new sound system, 

new tires & new spare.

RUNS GREAT...CLEAN CAR
$3000 OBO

(917) 568-6810

and ornamental plants will be 
offered along with permaculture 
and native plants, plants that 
are both fruiting and ornamental, 
and other garden-related items. 
The event takes place at Lee’s 
farmden (less than a farm, more 
than a garden) at 387 Springtown 

Road in New Paltz. For more 
information or a plant list, email 
garden@leereich.com.

Last free outdoor 
art workshop at 
Thomas Cole site

The Thomas Cole National 

Historic Site in Catskill will offer 
its fi nal free outdoor art work-
shop on Saturday, May 25 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the lawn 
and porch of the Main House. 
Discover artistic inspiration at 
the place where Cole painted 
many of his Hudson River School 

masterpieces nearly 200 years 
ago. The workshop is offered 
in conjunction with the exhibit, 
“Thomas Cole’s Refrain: The 
Paintings of Catskill Creek,” on 
view in the New Studio through 
Nov. 3. The workshop is free and 
all necessary materials will be 

provided. Advance reservations 
are appreciated, but drop-ins are 
also welcome. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Admission to the exhibition is 
purchased separately. For reser-
vations, contact Maeve McCool at 
MMcool@thomascole.org.

REGION

Woodstock 50’s turns of fortune
Dentsu may have to return the money, while Festival 
secures powerful new financial backing  BY PAUL SMART

The Woodstock 50 Festival is a step 
closer to getting back millions of dollars 
that were swept from its bank account by 
the festival’s original financiers, Dentsu 
Aegis Network’s Amplifi Live.

On Wednesday, May 22, a state Supreme Court 
justice ordered Dentsu to put the money in escrow 
by 5 p.m. Friday, pending a decision of a five-judge 
panel on Woodstock 50’s motion to return the funds 
to the Woodstock 50 Festival account.

The commemoration of the event that defined a 
generation of young people spent the last two weeks 
hearing mixed court rulings and making appeals.

A week ago Dentsu had been told they had no right 
to cancel the festival they’d paid millions to line up 
entertainers for, but that they would not be forced to 
repay over $18 million in “festival funds” that Michael 
Lang and his cohorts at Woodstock 50 were saying 
was theirs.

But on Wednesday it was reported that Wood-
stock 50 attorney Marc Kasowitz had filed papers at 
the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of New 
York on Tuesday alleging that Justice Barry Ostrager 
had “erred in denying” Woodstock’s request to compel 
Dentsu to restore the $18 million to the festival’s ded-
icated account, and to permit the use of those funds 
to produce the festival.

“Today, in an important step, Justice David Fried-
man of the Appellate Division, First Department, 
issued an order requiring that Dentsu and Dentsu 
Aegis deposit into escrow by Friday at 5 p.m. the $18.5 
million that Dentsu swept from a Woodstock 50 Festi-
val account,” Kasowitz announced. “Justice Friedman 
issued this order pending the decision of a five-judge 
panel on Woodstock 50’s motion to return the funds 
to the Woodstock 50 Festival account.”

“We have always relied on the truth and have never 
lost faith that the Festival would take place,” Lang said 
on hearing of last week’s court’s decision that Dentsu 
could not unilaterally cancel the festival. “I would like 

to thank all of the talent and their representatives for 
their patience and support. Woodstock 50 will be an 
amazing and inspiring festival experience.”

The judge’s decision comes on the heels of this 
past weekend’s announcement that Lang and his most 
public partner in organizing Woodstock 50, Gregory 
Peck, had signed on a new “financial advisor” to ensure 
the big bash would go on Aug. 16-18, hopefully at its 
scheduled site in Watkins Glen, where a 1973 rock show 
featuring the Grateful Dead, The Allman Brothers 
and The Band beat out the original Woodstock’s half 
a million crowd record.

“The Woodstock 50 team is pleased to announce 
that Oppenheimer & Co. has signed on as a financial 
advisor to complete the financing for the festival 
following a legal victory earlier this week,” came a 
weekend press release, immediately trumpeted in 
the mainstream and entertainment industry trade 
press. “Event preparations will continue as planned 
as Oppenheimer joins the list of strong institutions 
producing the festival.”

Oppenheimer is what many would call “old Wall 
Street;” although it has strong ties into the Hudson 
Valley via one of its founders and major movers, the 
late Leon Levy, who founded an institute on economic 
matters at Bard College in the 1990s. The massive com-
pany made its name working with mutual funds and 
institutions, moved into all the newer money-making 
trends of the last half century, and eventually helped 
secure the rise in hedge funds. Its reach is gargantuan.

“We are thrilled to be onboard for this incredible 
weekend of music and social engagement,” said John 
Tonelli, head of Debt Capital Markets & Syndication at 
Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. in the recent press release. “We 
believe in Woodstock as an important American cul-
tural icon and look forward to its regeneration in the 
green fields of Watkins Glen this August with all of 
the artists on the remarkable lineup.”

And Lang added in that most recent release, “We’ve 
lined up artists who won’t just entertain, but will 

remind the world that music has the power to bring 
people together, to heal, to move us to action and to 
tell the stories of a generation ... Words cannot express 
how appreciative Woodstock 50, the artists, the fans 
and the community are to Oppenheimer for joining 
with us to make W50 a reality.”

When it comes to pot...
Enterprising news stories over the past week, 

meanwhile, focused on Kasowitz’s bulldog attacks 
on Dentsu for continuing to show “utter contempt for 
the Woodstock 50 Festival” and the court’s decision, 
at least in terms of its ruling regarding the festival’s 
continuation. Plus, Billboard said, the underlying 
payback scheme the festival organizers may be seeing 
as their long-term earner from the expansion of their 
eternally hip brand:  the launch of  “a legal cannabis 
Woodstock brand with high-end dispensary operators 
Med Men.” Many in the town of Woodstock seemed 
to have already known.

Lang and his other company, Woodstock Ven-
tures “are deeply within the marketing window for 
their upcoming 50th Anniversary Music Festival 
this summer, a once in-a-lifetime event providing 
irreplaceable event-driven benefits to Plaintiffs’ 
Woodstock branded-products, including cannabis, 
through ‘tens of millions of dollars of free publici-
ty’ and massive media coverage generating billions 
of social media impressions,” Woodstock Ventures’ 
attorney Shawn Regan wrote in a March letter that 
Billboard referenced heavily this week. “Moreover, 
these events are occurring within a window of bur-
geoning commercial opportunity in the legal cannabis 
industry, already a $10 billion market and expected 
to triple in short order.”

Regan’s letter came in the midst of a separate 
court action involving the overall Woodstock brand 
as it pertains to pot … in which a judge temporarily 
blocked Woodstock Ventures, owner of the Wood-
stock trademark, from completing its licensing 
agreement for a cannabis line because of an ongoing 
trademark dispute with a company called Woodstock 
Roots that also planned to launch its own cannabis 
brand until Lang sued for copyright infringement in 
February, 2018. The ongoing problem? The federal 
judge who heard Woodstock Roots’ countersuit and 
issued a temporary restraining order so that neither 
company could move forward with their cannabis 
strains is trying to figure out whether brands of 
cannabis, still illegal at the federal level, can even 
be trademarked.

Exhibits opening
Meanwhile, until any of this gets settled, one can 

always get a Woodstock Festival fix at the museum built 
on the site of the original festival in Sullivan County, or 
head out to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, 
where a big new exhibit on the 50th anniversary of 
Lang’s invention opened earlier this month.

“It’s been nearly 50 years since Woodstock gener-
ated legendary musical moments and catapulted an 
entire festival culture,” reads the intro to that latter 
big branding exercise and exhibit, coincidentally 
named for this summer’s troubled anniversary festival. 
“Woodstock 50 celebrates the ambition and ingenuity 
of those who mounted the festival to the performers 
who played it gaining a deeper understanding of the 
various faces of Woodstock and how it changed the 
music industry forever.”

Meanwhile, once again, various permits for the 
Watkins Glen gathering August 16-18 have yet to be 
secured, and tickets put on sale.

PHYLLIS McCABE

The magic of youth
NICOLAS WHALEN, 7, OF KINGSTON, and his sister, Izabella, 9, show off the magician’s hats they decorat-

ed at My Kingston Kidsfest’s Land of Magic event at the Lace Mill last Sarurday. Goings-on included a Magic 

Tea Party, arts and crafts, workshops by Wild Earth, Kingston Candy Bar, Kids Yoga and Kingston Little League, 

food, live performances, a dance party, a magic show and more.
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How public  is art?
Continued from Page 1

city property or “artwork that is over six feet in height, 
fully or partially visible from a public sidewalk or city 
owned property” and “intended for exterior display of 
longer than one week.” Under the policy, all public art 
will need to go through an approval process overseen 
by a five-member panel appointed by the mayor. Ap-
plicants will be required to submit documentation, 
including contact information for the artist or owner 
of the work, photos of the site, a rendering of the di-
mensions of the work and a list of proposed materials. 
The city will charge an application fee of $25, but 
applicants can submit as many works as they like in 
a single application.

The draft policy also includes a handful of restric-
tions, including a ban on painting on raw brick dating 
before 1960 or any bluestone surface. Artists or own-
ers of public art will also be required to maintain the 
works without alteration for as long as they remain 
on display, unless the artist waives their rights under 
a 1990 law that prohibits the unauthorized alteration 
of artwork. The policy also requires a sign-off from 
both the Heritage Area Commission and the Historic 
Landmarks Preservation Commission for any artwork 
displayed in the city’s five historic districts.

City Director of Arts and Cultural Affairs Adrielle 
Farr, who presented the policy and fielded questions 
from the about 100 people in attendance, stressed that 
the public art panel would not vet artworks based on 
their content. In fact, Farr said, artists would not have 
to present any visual representations or descriptions 
of the work beyond their dimensions. 

“Successful policies are policies that do not restrict 
content,” said Farr.

Instead, Farr said that the policy — which was de-
veloped by the city’s arts commission in consultation 
with local arts groups — was intended to create a system 
that allowed public art to flourish while taking into 
account existing city codes and historic preservation 
guidelines. Farr said the policy was developed based 
on examination of polices in a dozen communities-in-
cluding Philadelphia, Pa. and Portland, Ore. with 
robust public art scenes. Rather than simply applying 
existing codes covering issues 
like signage, advertising and 
historic preservation to public 
artworks, the policy, Farr said, 
took into account the nuances 
and sometimes spontaneous na-
ture of the creative process. The 
policy would also help protect 
artists work and avoid situations 
where the city would have to 
remove or alter artwork because 
of vandalism or deterioration.

“We want to create a system 
where we will not have removals, 
we will not have closed conver-
sations,” said Farr. “We want to 
have conversations before there 
is action.” 

A solution in search 
of a problem?

Most of the speakers ex-
pressed varying levels of skepti-
cism about the policy. Some, like 
Donna Schlachman questioned 
why the city had created a policy 
at all.

“I came tonight to hear what 
the problems are that created 
the need for this policy,” said 
Schlachman. “And I’m not 
hearing it.” 

Others, like Kingston-based 
artist Matt Pleva, who has creat-
ed large murals on North Front 
Street and at the Rondout’s 
boat building school, worried 
that government regulation of 
public art would inevitably lead 
to restrictions based on content.

“I don’t believe for one min-
ute that content will not be con-
sidered, there is no way to make 
these decisions without it,” said 
Pleva. “How can someone who 
doesn’t want it know they don’t 
want it if they can’t see it? [Content] will become an 
issue, and that’s censorship.”

The strongest voices in opposition to the new policy 

came from organizers of the O+ Festival. Now in its 
10th year, the annual event draws world-renowned 
muralists, musicians and other artists to Kingston each 

October. In exchange for 
their work, participating 
artists receive free medical 
and dental care. Over the 
years dozens of murals 
and other installations 
have been placed on walls 
around the city after being 
vetted by the festival’s 
committee of “Art Witch-
es.” The festival has also 
courted controversy with 
some residents raising 
objections to the content 
of the large public displays 
and others questioning 
why the works are exempt 
from city regulations gov-
erning everyday activities, 
like repainting a house or 
building a fence, in the 
city’s historic neighbor-
hoods.

Festival co-organizer 
Joe Concra accused the 
city of misrepresenting 
the intent of the policy 
in their discussions with 
O+ representatives while 
the document was being 
drafted. Concra said that 
he and others were led to 
believe the policy would 
only apply to installations 
on city-owned property.

Concra added that the 
festival engaged a “deep 
process” to select works for 
public display, a process 
that took into account 
content, artistic merit, 
community sensibilities 
and historic preservation. 
The festival, he said, had 
operated in cities across 
the country and developed 
a keen understanding of 
how to bring art to the 

public square. 
“We know not to paint the Liberty Bell, we know 

not to paint the Senate House,” said Concra. “We 
know that.” 

Denise Orzo, who chairs the O+ committee in 
charge of selecting artworks, said the city’s sudden 
interest in regulating public art — just as its long-touted 
arts scene was taking off — felt “opportunistic.”

“It’s like the city is co-opting this beautiful thing 
that has grown organically,” said Orzo. “There is no 
place for Kingston government to be deciding what 
art gets made and what art doesn’t get made.”

Some support
Defenders of the policy made the case that it 

would allow for public input into the issue of public 
art. Maria Elena Farrar of the Ulster County Human 
Rights Commission noted that art is one of the factors 
driving gentrification in the city, making it an issue 
of public concern.

“This city is not only artists, this city is populated 
by a lot of people,” said Farrar. “Believe it or not, art 
is helping gentrification, so let’s keep the rights of 
everybody in mind.”

Erica Brown voiced support for the policy based 
on her experience organizing events for nonprofit 
groups in the city. The work, she said, involved 
coordinating with city officials, obtaining permits 
and seeking public input. Brown questioned why 
the installation of art in public spaces should be 
handled differently. Brown said the new policy would 
create an avenue for people to have a voice, by way 
of democratically elected officials, in how the city 
handles public art.

“There are so many people in the world who have 
to deal with that red tape,” said Brown. “I think [The 
public art policy] is a good start to a conversation.”

‘There is no place for Kingston 
government to be deciding 
what art gets made and what 
art doesn’t get made.’ 
— Denise Orzo, O+ Festival

Mateo Bafi eld, 4 of Kingston, is keeping himself busy with an I-pad while his 

mother, artist Jessica Pabon, listens to a speaker.

PHOTOS BY PHYLLIS McCABE

Artist Andrew Kaminsky makes a point.
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Mohonk Mountain House   1000 Mountain Rest  Road  New Paltz,  New York 12561  mohonk.com
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. BARN MUSEUM OPEN DAILY  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Our historic Barn features carriages, a Model A Ford, and artifacts from the last 150 years

SPECIAL EVENTS INCLUDE:

Subject to availability, does not include 
Spa packages. Spa services are for 
ages 16 and up, salon for 6 and up.
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commissioners to designate at least two centers where 
county residents, regardless of where in the county 
they live, can cast ballots. Each voting center is fund-
ed with $30,000 in state aid. Counties may receive 
an additional $30,000 for each additional center 
they open. The law calls on commissioners to site 
the early voting centers based on population density 
and accessibility. Commissioners must also consider 
security at sites where live ballots will reside for nine 
days, before being transported to board of election 
headquarters on Election Day and Wi-Fi capability 
to allow the use of automatically updating electronic 
polls books in place of paper ones. 

Ulster County election officials reached an agree-
ment to open seven early voting centers, but disagreed 
over where they should be. Dittus said she advocated 
for sites located in Kingston and the villages of New 
Paltz, Saugerties and Ellenville. According to an email 

thread provided by Dittus, Turco suggested sites in 
like Gardiner Town Hall or the Rosendale Community 
Center to serve New Paltz, and Esopus Town Hall to 
serve Kingston.

The major sticking point, Dittus said, was her 
proposal to locate one of the voting centers at a site 
on the SUNY New Paltz campus that also serves as 
one of 83 Election Day polling sites. 

“We tried to discuss it and as soon as I pressed him 
on his objections to the New Paltz site, he walked out,” 
said Dittus. “The meeting lasted maybe five minutes.” 

Turco did not return a reporter’s phone call, but in 
an email to Dittus, he wrote that the SUNY site was 
set up to accommodate students, not residents of the 
area at large. The SUNY poll site has been unpopular 
with Republicans since a series of court decisions in the 
early ’90s cleared the way for students at the college 
to vote in local elections. Since then, the campus poll 
site has been a reliable source of Democratic votes.

But Dittus argued that the SUNY site, along with 
other proposed sites like the Ulster County Commu-
nity College satellite campus on Mary’s Avenue in 
Kingston, were chosen for their ease of access to the 
largest number of residents.

On Tuesday, Dittus said that she and Turco had 
come to an agreement on a number of sites, including 
one in Woodstock and another in Highland. But the 
SUNY campus remained a point of contention. The 
commissioners are facing a May 29 deadline to file 
complete list of early voting centers to state officials 
or risk losing the $30,000 per center allotment. 

“I will likely have to sacrifice good sites for fund-
ing,” said Dittus of the negotiations, “because I can’t 
get the commissioner on the other side to see reason, 
despite facts and data.” 

On Monday night, the Ulster County Legislature’s 
Laws and Rules committee — which oversees the 
board of elections — weighed in with a memorializing 
resolution. The resolution passed by the committee’s 
four Democrats in a party-line vote endorsed Dittus’ 
proposal for voting centers in Kingston, New Pal-
tz, Ellenville and Saugerties. Legislator Ken Ronk 
(R-Wallkill) said he voted against the resolution 
because he believed it was up to the commissioners, 
not lawmakers, to settle the impasse. 

“The commissioners need to be adults, get back 
in the room and negotiate,” said Ronk. “[Tuesday’s 
resolution] is just, once again, an effort by Democrats 
in the legislature to seize on a political issue.”

Early voting impasse
Continued from Page 1

Adriatic adventure
The Kovacs visit Venice, Croatia and Slovenia  BY JEANNE AND JOE KOVACS

T
he white mare stretched his neck 
over the fence for a friendly nuzzle. The warm 
gesture of this gentle giant was amazing — 
an unexpected pleasure for us. As usual, in 
travel it is those unplanned things that you 

will most cherish. 
Our trip was based in the northeast corner of the 

Adriatic Sea, one of the historic crossroads of Europe. 
Conquered and held successively by the Romans, the 
Venetians, then Hapsburg Austria, the area has been 
dominated by foreigners throughout its history. Finally, 
after a vicious civil war, in 1991 the independent Slove-
nia and Croatia were born. The local architecture and 
the names of the towns reflect this varied background, 
adding to the sense of adventure. 

As we visited the seashore towns, we frequently 
crossed national borders, usually without much for-
mality. At times, though, local bureaucracy held up the 
bus and caused some delay. Well, c’est la vie. 

We were welcomed with pleasant springtime 
weather along the shore, with great vistas of the snow 
capped peaks of the distant Dolomites. Arriving in 
Portoroz, Slovenia, we were overwhelmed by the pa-
latial features of our hotel. Yes, the Kempinsky Palace 
really lived up to its name. As one of the best hotels 
on the Adriatic Sea, it has been visited by celebrities 
like Marshal Tito, Yul Brynner, Marcello Mastroianni 
and Orson Welles, among others. Its luxurious dining 
rooms, stairways and spa, as well as its location across 
the best beach in the “Slovenian Riviera” truly im-
pressed us. It is named a Slovenian “national heritage 
site,” in recognition of its outstanding features. The 
welcome dinner was a culinary delight. 

Slovenia and Croatia
During the next few days we crisscrossed areas of 

Croatia and Slovenia to discover several quaint seaside 

towns in the area. We found towns like Porec, Pula, 
Piran and Rovinj all unique, yet they all showed us 
a delightful amalgam of Venetian palazzi, Byzantine 
churches and Roman ruins, standing witnesses to their 
proud history. The pleasant weather, gentle breeze 
and the great views of the sea further enhanced the 
pleasurable journey. Our travel included a visit to a 
truffle-rich area in Croatia. In a brisk hike through 
the forest we followed an expert hunter with his two 
trained dogs as they eagerly searched the woods for 
the precious truffle. Their wagging tails showed the 
excitement when they located some. 

A visit to Pula rewarded us with some of the best Ro-
man ruins in Europe, including a huge amphitheater, a 
temple and a triumphal arch. The amphitheater with all 
sides still standing had a capacity of 25,000 spectators. 
Yes, those Romans really liked their entertainment. 
The strategic seafront city with its protected harbor 
and beach-lined coast was conquered, destroyed and 
rebuilt numerous times throughout its history. 

We spent a sunny afternoon in Rovinj — or Rovi-
gno in Italian — with sightseeing and a quick lunch. 
The old Croatian fishing village with houses tightly 
crowded down to the seafront presents a dreamlike 
image. Another tangle of cobbled streets leads to 
the hilltop church of St. Euphemia, whose towering 
steeple dominates the skyline. Think of it as Venice 
built on a seaside hilltop. Surrounded on three sides 
by the sparkling Adriatic, the resort is one of those 
rare, uncrowded European cities where a visitor can 
still feel transported back hundreds of years in time. 
The few hours spent in this delightful beach town, 
crowded with restaurants was perhaps the best time 
we had in this trip. A quick lunch, topped off with a 
scoop of ice cream — gelato — gave us strength for 
the next adventure. 

Next on our itinerary was a visit to the Lipica horse 
farm. Why a horse farm, we thought. Well, this was 
worth the visit. It is Slovenia’s pride: the oldest horse 
farm in Europe. This stud farm has been breeding 
horses for 400 years. During wars it was repeatedly 
relocated to avoid destruction and, while at times 
the majority of horses were lost, the farm survived. 
We marveled their gentleness and elegance during a 
training session. It was a unique experience.

Lake Bled 
Because of its fame throughout Europe, our ex-

pectations were high. We were not disappointed. The 
lake is perhaps the most picturesque spot in Slovenia, 
with some unique features. It has a thousand-year-old 
castle perched high on a hillside, with a pretty little 
island in the middle. The breathtaking view of the 
snow covered Austrian Alps in the distance further 
enhanced the beauty of this area. We enjoyed a quick 
lunch at a lakeside restaurant. Some also tried the Bled 
cream cake, a national favorite in the country. The lake 
offers rides on a unique wooden boat, a pletna. This 
boat seats 20 people and propelled by oars, much like 
a Venetian gondola. Some of the oarsmen come from 
the 22 families who were originally granted exclusive 
rights to operate on the lake. At the end of the day, 
a few in our group hiked up to the castle and were 
rewarded with a fantastic view of the area. 

Triest and the Miramar Palace 
A brief ride through the city of Triest (or Trieste) 

revealed an impressive 19th century seaport. The city 
was developed by the Austrians to be the main port to 
serve their empire. However, at the end of World War 
II the commercial activity in the city declined, since 
it was cut off from its former client states. Recently 
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Weekend

June 15th-16th
Ulster County Fairgrounds
New Paltz, NY

JOIN US FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND!
FREE SAMPLING ALL DAY LONG! 85+ VENDORS, WINERIES, 

BREWERIES, DISTILLERIES AND SO MUCH MORE! 

BRING THE FAMILY! KIDS AGES 10 AND UNDER ARE FREE! 

PURCHASE TICKETS AT: www.hvwineandchocolate.com

PHOTO PROVIDED

Jeanne and Joe pause for a picture at the amphitheater.

China expressed interest in developing it as a major 
harbor to handle their export to Central Europe. After 
the ride around the city, we had a great cappuccino in 
a sidewalk cafe on the stately Piazza dell’Unità d’Italia 
while watching the world go by.

On the way to Venice, we visited the Miramar Palace. 
The castle’s beauty stands in sharp contrast with the 
tragic fate of its owner. The magnificent castle was 
built right at water’s edge, with a spectacular view of 
the Adriatic. It was planned to be worthy of Hapsburg 
prince Ferdinand Maximilian’s rank in the empire. The 

exquisite beauty of the castle and the surrounding park 
portray the privileged life of the 19th century prince. 
Sadly, a few years later Ferdinand, then the emperor 
of Mexico, was summarily executed by the Mexican 
revolutionaries. His wife died years later of insanity. 
The castle might as well be called Heartbreak Hotel. 

Venice 
The access to Venice is not easy: first the bus, then 

the water taxi and finally a bit of walk. Then a surprise: 
our hotel was quite different from the palatial hotel in 

Slovenia. But the somewhat dated building was over-
looking a small canal, crowded with gondolas, facing 
the Hard Rock Café on the other side. What a view. 

After a hearty breakfast next day we had a pleasant 
walk across the wide, beautiful Piazza San Marco, 
the heart of Venice. The piazza’s storied San Marco 
cathedral, bell tower and library building surround 
the large square and are visited by 18 million each 
year. We were treated to an entertaining walk thru 
of the Ducal Palace, the seat of the Venetian govern-
ment, viewing its treasures and also listening to our 
guide’s explanation of progressive government of the 
800-year-old republic. Its form of government drew 
the attention of our founding fathers, including Jef-
ferson, who visited Venice prior to the formation of 
our government.

The brief lunch and gelato was followed by some-
thing no other city can offer: a gondola ride around 
a small neighborhood near the famed Rialto bridge. 
What could be more relaxing than floating along 
the narrow canals, watching the ancient homes and 
wishing to be back in the Middle Ages? But the ride 
was over too soon. Later in the day we paid a visit to 
the cathedral and admired the city from the tall bell 
tower. Some shopping and a delightful farewell dinner 
concluded the enjoyable day.

Next day we headed for home. Yet there was so much 
more to discover in this beautiful and one-of-a-kind 
city and the entire Adriatic Sea region. We promised 
ourselves to return as soon as we can.

Arrivederci, Venezia, and Se vidimo kasneje, 
Slovenia.  
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‘Public service on steroids’
The current state of volunteerism in the fire service 
discussed at forum  BY TERENCE P WARD

Most of the people who fight 
fires in the Hudson Valley — and the 
state — are volunteering their time. 
Nevertheless, it’s a common miscon-
ception that they are being paid to do 

that work. It’s true that in some cities it’s a municipal 
job, but for the most part the risky business of putting 
out fires is done for free, following a tradition started 
by Isaac Paschall in 1736. Paschall was the first person 
to volunteer for a fire brigade organized by Benjamin 
Franklin in Philadelphia. In the 283 years since, fire-
fighting has become established as a volunteer culture 
throughout the country, with many people “catching 
the bug” from family members.

Likely, Franklin did not intend this to become a 
family tradition, but that model is nevertheless no 
longer producing enough volunteers to do the work. 
In a panel discussion at SUNY New Paltz on May 15, 
community leaders and fire service experts spoke about 
changes needed to continue the volunteer model of 
firefighting, factors which make it more difficult to 
recruit volunteers in fire departments more broadly, 
and what the impacts might be if more firefighters 
were paid instead.

According to firefighter and New Paltz Village 
Trustee William Wheeler Murray, who facilitated 
the panel, which was co-sponsored by the village fire 
department and the Benjamin Center, 89 percent of 
fire departments in the state are volunteer, which 
saves taxpayers an estimated $3 billion annually in 
New York. He estimates that a shift to a professional 
department could result in property tax increases of 

anywhere from 25 to 70 percent. Nevertheless, vol-
unteers are on a slow decline in New Paltz and other 
departments, from a high in 1987. The average age of 
current volunteers continues to rise as a result, while 
the physical demands don’t diminish.

Mayor Tim Rogers called the volunteerism at 
the village fire department in New Paltz “incredibly 
humbling.” Responsible for the village — with a college 
within its borders — as well as the remainder of the 
town through a fire protection contract which helps 
pay for equipment, New Paltz firefighters answer on 
average two calls a day. In the extreme, that has meant 
24 calls in 24 hours. Rogers said there is significant 
sacrifice to volunteering as a firefighter, and “nothing 
we can compare it to.”

Murray laid out some of those sacrifices. There’s a 
level of constant vigilance which is needed, as one never 
knows when the call will come. Man-made building 
materials not only burn hotter and faster, they also 
release more toxic smoke than when it’s only natural 
materials burning. Cancer is commensurately on the 
rise among volunteer firefighters. Managing modern 
materials, as well as modern firefighting methods, 
takes a lot of training: 175 hours for the full slate, with 
continuing education necessary.

KT Tobin, deputy director at the Benjamin Center, 
spoke about what trends in volunteerism generally 
might reveal about recruiting firefighters specifically. 
Overall, fewer people are now volunteering in any 
capacity, although Ulster County’s rate is far above the 
national average, with 45 percent of the population 
pitching in locally while only one in four do so in the 

country as a whole. The types of people more likely 
to become volunteers include women, people with 
children, those with a college education and those who 
are employed. Here in Ulster, 97 percent of those who 
volunteer help through more than one organization, 
while 72 percent nationwide prefer to spend all their 
volunteering time on just one venture. Ulster Coun-
ty volunteers also show a much stronger interest in 
public safety, including fire service: 11 percent of them 
volunteer in a public safety role, versus just 1 percent 
of the volunteers in the entire United States. Looking 
at these data, Tobin sees some opportunities for fire-
fighting recruitment by leveraging existing volunteer 
networks, raising awareness of both the need and the 
different levels of commitment possible, and targeting 
women, who tend to volunteer more in general but 
very rarely in fire departments. There’s one female 
volunteer in New Paltz at this time.

Everyone on the panel agreed that there’s a high 
level of satisfaction to volunteering for any reason. 
It’s a way to contribute to the web of invisible benefits 
which result from living in community.

People can volunteer at any age — John D’Allessan-
dro, secretary of the Firemen’s Association of the State 
of New York, started when he was past 50 — but one 
advantage of legacy recruiting is that people learn if 
they have the firefighting bug early on in life. In New 
Paltz and elsewhere, efforts are being made to give 
young people that same opportunity by signing on in 
a junior capacity. These young people aren’t allowed 
in dangerous situations, but can provide support and 
build camaraderie as they spend time at the station. 
Camaraderie is a very important quality, because in 
a burning building one is trusting one’s life to every 
other firefighter present.

Chief Cory Wirthmann of the New Paltz 
Fire Department has introduced the varied 
levels of commitment of which Tobin spoke. By 

carefully breaking down the critical tasks into discrete 
categories, he and his leadership team have made it 
possible to only volunteer as a driver, for example, or 
in controlling traffic. Supporting in such ways doesn’t 
require as much training, and ensures that someone 
capable of interior firefighting is able to do so when 
needed. “We’re all nuts,” the chief said of volunteer 
firefighters in general, and he’d like the barriers to 
entry to be lowered a bit if possible in order to help 
find others similarly “nuts.” Wirthmann is himself a 
product of the legacy model of recruitment, having 
spent time in the firehouse from a young age and 
joining when he was 17 years old. Greater mobility 
among Americans makes depending solely on those 
who grow up and then work in the same town much 
more impractical.

“Training is a big issue,” agreed D’Allessandro. “I 
don’t advocate less,” but finding new ways to deliver 
training can help. That includes online sessions, but 
some of it will always need to be hands on.

It’s also costly to train a firefighter. Wirthmann 
doesn’t like to see that money wasted, and if a member 
of his department moves, he’s likely to call the chief 
in the new location and suggest reaching out. That’s 
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“Free checking 
that pays

Money Market
interest? 

That would be the
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 account!”

2.00% APY*
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Account must be opened at our Kingston or Woodstock branches. Account owner must live, work or worship in Ulster, Dutchess or Orange counties.

Open your account today!
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Ulster County locations:

Kingston
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845-336-4797
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CELEBRATION
HOPE
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June 6, 2019
5:30 - 9:00 pm  
Wiltwyck Golf Club

Cheryl
Bowers
Becky 
Dawes
Angela Lynn 
Figurelli, Esq. 
Linda
Freeman
Sophie 
Halpern, LMSW
Dr. Mindy S.
Kole
Kathleen P.
Owitz, MS Ed, SAS
Victoria
Read 
Stephanie
Richers, LCSW
Jon
Rogers
Tara
Sanders

For Tickets go to RaisingHOPEUlster.com/events
or call Su Marcy at 845-331-4199, ext. 2

Raising HOPE is a program of the United Way of Ulster County

how Ethan Smith came to the New Paltz department, 
in fact: he’d joined in his home town and was invited 
to continue his service here when he started at SUNY 
New Paltz. He’s remained local and a member for 
several years since his graduation. When someone 
catches the bug, it’s likely to stick around no matter 
where they roam.

Increasing the number of women who fight fires 
will require a specific effort to make them feel welcome, 
panelists agreed. Tobin thought that the varied levels 
of commitment now available in New Paltz could be 
central to such a campaign locally. D’Allessandro re-
marked that his daughter “is a better firefighter than 
I’ll ever be,” reinforcing the fact that there are no legal 
or physical barriers to women volunteering in this way.

“All we want is firefighters,” Wirthmann agreed, 
gender notwithstanding.

Murray called firefighting “community service on 
steroids,” and expressed that current ways of finding 
and retaining members are not as effective any lon-
ger. Certainly that’s true of depending on members 
bringing their children to the firehouse where they 
might themselves gain an interest, but Murray par-
ticularly singled out RecruitNY days, when members 
of participating departments hold open houses and 
information sessions. “They’re a lot of work, but have 
little impact on volunteer numbers,” he said.

D’Allessandro thinks the value of Re-
cruitNY is more in terms of long-range mar-
keting: someone who attends an open house 

might read articles about firefighting in a different 
light, or start noticing other recruitment efforts like 
posters and web sites if it’s now on their mind. It’s not 
a small commitment, and it’s a decision which might 
take time. More events of this nature means more 
opportunities to increase awareness, one of the themes 
Tobin also suggested as a focus. The FASNY secretary 
framed recruitment as a “hands-on sport” because “we 
take for granted what people in the community know 
about us.” Case in point: the number of people who 
don’t even realize that most firefighters in the Hudson 
Valley do not get paid. “Don’t assume people know it’s 
volunteer, and we need people,” D’Allessandro said.

There are some incentives which exist for these 
volunteers, such as service awards which can’t rise 
above a few hundred dollars a year, but not everyone 
is convinced that money is a good motivator. “Com-
pensation has little value” for recruiting, D’Allessandro 
believes; if it works at all, he expects a lesser quality 
of person to sign on, when “the real true reason we do 
this is to protect the community.”

In communities where there’s insufficient volun-
teers to answer calls, mixing paid firefighters with 
the volunteers may be needed because fire protection 
is always necessary. According to John Mancini, an 
attorney for the New York Council of Mayors, some 
villages have had to dissolve over the issue and the 
cost. Mancini recognized that leaders in New Paltz 
help in firefighter retention by simply maintaining 
open lines of communication with Wirthmann and 
other chiefs; that has a direct impact on morale. In 
years past, when New Paltz firefighters had to fight 

to get bottles of water paid for by elected officials, or 
when they threatened to evict the government-run 
department from the member-owned firehouse, there 
was not the same level of enthusiasm around the 
firehouse. Current leaders, Rogers and Neil Bettez, 
the town supervisor, seem to have learned from the 
mistakes of their predecessors and meet with Wirth-

mann regularly to discuss what’s needed.
Recruitment “is a problem, but it’s one we can fix,” 

said D’Allessandro. Readers may do their part by giving 
a call to their local department (on the non-emergency 
number, please) to express interest in learning more. 
A full list of volunteer departments can be found at 
fireinyou.org.

LAUREN THOMAS
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If you care for someone with Alzheimer’s disease, memory loss or dementia, 
you are not alone. The Alzheimer’s Association offers free support, resources 
and educational programs in your local community.

Caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia isn’t easy.

REACHING US IS.

CALL OUR 24/7 HELPLINE
800.272.3900 or visit alz.org

Supported by the NYS Department of Health

ULSTER BOCES PRESENTS

July 8 – July 11, 2019

For: Students Entering Grades 7, 8, & 9

Where: Ulster BOCES 
319 Broadway (Rte 9W) Port Ewen

Cost: $99.99 per participant per camp 

How to Apply: Call 845.331.6680  
or visit www.ulsterboces.org/NBT 

Deadline: June 14, 2019

8:30 AM to 2 PM

Robotics  
August 5 – August 8, 2019

Advanced  
Manufacturing

featuring

and

PHYLLIS McCABE

THE CENTER FOR CREATIVE EDUCATION marked its 30th birthday last weekend with “We Rise,” a big 

celebration and performance. Featured were the Energy Dance Company and the Percussion Orchestra of 

Kingston. The proceeds went to benefi t CCE’s scholarship fund that makes it possible for 87 percent of its 

students to attend classes and summer camp.

Declaration day
Continued from Page 1

cation in the city and displace existing residents and 
businesses.

At issue at the June 3 hearing is how the planning 
board will proceed with its vetting of the project 
under the State Environmental Quality Review Act. 
The law requires the board to issue a declaration of 
positive or negative environmental impact. If the 
board goes with a positive declaration, it will trigger 
an extensive review that will includes the creation by 
the developer of a full environmental impact state-
ment that lays out in detail how the developer will 
mitigate or eliminate all issues identified in a public 
“scoping” process. Alternatively, the board could issue 
a negative declaration of environmental significance 
based on the developers’ own studies and mitigation 
plans. JM Development Group has commissioned 
studies of the project’s impact and mitigation plans 
regarding stormwater runoff, traffic, archaeological 
resources and water and sewer infrastructure. Their 
findings will be presented to the public at the June 

3 meeting. A “Neg Dec” would allow the project to 
continue to site plan review, which includes its own 
public comment process.

Developers frequently complain that the “Pos Dec” 
— the far more extensive SEQRA review — allows 
small numbers of opponents to slow down, obstruct 
and often kill a project with endless demands for ex-
pensive studies on relatively minor issues. But backers 
of the process for the Kingstonian say it’s the only way 
to ensure that the public has adequate input into a 
project that will significantly alter the character and 
look of the neighborhood. 

JM Development Group has remained largely 
silent, at least publicly, regarding the Pos Dec vs. Neg 
Dec issue. But last week, the developers’ attorney fired 
off a detailed rebuttal to statements made by Rebecca 
Martin, founder of the civic group KingstonCitizens.
org, regarding the SEQRA process. Martin has been a 
staunch advocate for a full environmental review and 
organized a May 21 informational forum on the law 
and its requirements. Last week, Kingstonian attorney 
Michael Moriello issued a point-by-point analysis of 
statements made by Martin on the KingstonCitizens.
org website. In the statement published on a promo-

tional website for the project, Moriello said Martin, 
who is not an attorney, had mischaracterized elements 
of SEQRA law and ignored the law’s clear intent that 
the vetting process “shall not be a an exhaustive exercise 
in perpetual environmental review.”

“It is clear that Ms. Martin is seeking to mischar-
acterize a lawful and comprehensive SEQRA process 
in an attempt to cozen the City of Kingston Planning 
Board into summarily dismissing the Kingstonian 
project applicant’s rights under SEQRA,” wrote Mori-
ello. “Therefore it is likely that ‘forum’ attendees will 
be treated to further conclusions, speculations and 
environmental hyperbole, all under the pretense of 
Ms. Martin’s political agenda.”

Martin denied having any agenda other than en-
suring that the project underwent adequate review 
with sufficient input from the people who will be 
impacted by it.

“There’s definitely a significant environmental 
impact associated with this project and on its face I 
don’t know how it could be mitigated, I hope it can 
be,” said Martin. “I support [The Kingstonian] with 
a really well-executed study process that involves 
the public.”

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

Happy 30, CCE
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KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

MACRO
MICRO
Hello my lovely friends. It’s the 

time of year where my body starts to 
ache more from attending rowdier 
rock shows, where I become hope-
lessly transfixed on consuming as 

much lime seltzer and absorbing sunblock as much 
as possible, and where I continue to bring you some 
of the best live music, releases, art, meals and deals 
in the Hudson Valley.

Before we get things started this week, longtime 
readers of my column may want, and are free to, enjoy 
a laugh at my expense. As some of you might know, 
I have a kind of bad habit at times of off-handedly 
including spoilers of media I have recently consumed, 
sometimes for big movies or TV shows. But most 
often over the past few years they’ve been Game of 
Thrones-connected because I read all the books well 
before the series and was, frankly, a fantasy snob 
who was annoyed that one of my favorite things was 
popular. I now realize that’s a very dumb attitude and 
you should never be mean-spirited and ruin things 
for other people.

But I’m laughing typing this because my karma 
paid me back last night. I went and saw P.O.D. crush 
The Chance in Poughkeepsie and got home quite late, 
after midnight, eager to not look online and to watch 
the Thrones finale on HBO Now before it got ruined 
for me. As the last 10 minutes of the episode (which 
I, for one, really enjoyed) was streaming, suddenly, 
right before the ending, all the power in my apartment 
went out from a fallen tree limb. Valar morghulis to 
my sanity.

A SubFamily affair
Regional taste-shapers and wave-makers SubFam-

ily Records have released your perfect soundtrack for 
local music that pairs well with late spring and early 
summer. People who make a habit of following local 
performers and acts or record labels will be thrilled with 
recent developments within the small but substantial 
label’s wheelhouse. Macrofone is self-described as a 
DIY, multi-bedroom project and they have just released 
a pitch-perfect EP entitled Happy for Both with the 
label. Yes, that is right folks — the kids aren’t content 
to record in just one bedroom these days. We’re very 
lucky in the Hudson Valley that some of our indie artists 
prone to self-actualization of their dreams end up on 
Bandcamp Daily or generally expanding their craft, 
while remembering to plant seeds and help build up 
the scene at the same time. Macrofone is maybe my 
favorite release from the local self-sustaining label yet.

Guitarist and songwriter John Burdick leads the 
enduring smart-pop band the Sweet Clementines. 
Drummer and songwriter Sammi Niss releases her 
own music as Hiding Behind Sound. The pair has 
played together in a variety of projects including 
Laura Stevenson, Battle Ave., Matt Pond PA, Pelican 
Movement, Peter Naddeo and several others. All of 
those names might not mean anything to the average 
person but for those who know what I am talking 
about, rest assured they think that is awesome. The 
rest of you should probably just Google and enjoy a 
deep dive into all the work of those awesome projects. 

You won’t mind that Happy for Both is only 15 
minutes of new music, as it not only features vocal 
performances by friends Rhett Miller of Old 97’s fame 
and chanteuse Laura Stevenson (notably on the songs 
that book-end the release), but manages to slowly 
steep your brain and emotions like a blossoming tea 
in hot water.

“The Goodrich” is a sophisticated mellow and 
almost classical leaning light indie rock composition 
which opens the release mentions a divorce and that 
the subject is happy for both parties in the separation, 
a healthy attitude under most circumstances.”2.8 GPA 
for Xmas” is perhaps my favorite, a dreamy and sto-
rylike number that also I think is the first time I can 
remember Burdick dropping an f-bomb. Kudos, my 
dude. “The Soul Won’t Know Its Part” is a gorgeous 
and entrancing ballad about the lovely and somewhat 

sad mystery of the Biblical prophecy-induced love 
song. There is an admirably gentle self-confidence 
about this EP that is really charming and disarming, 
allowing you to really enjoy the songs and be aware 
that the artists know they delivered something special 
here but aren’t showboating. “Liverpool, NY” might 
reference The Beatles but it has more of an Elvis 
Costello/Emmylou Harris-meets-Bowie vibe about it.

“The idea with ‘Liverpool,’” says Burdick, “was to 
recruit two friends who are something like rock stars to 
sing a song that I intended as a melancholic post-mor-
tem on my own rock star dreams — ‘going back to 
Liverpool,’ failed Beatles. We were kind of surprised 
how willing and eager both Rhett and Laura were to 
do it. They are two of the hardest-working people I 
know, so scheduling it was tricky, but we managed to 
get it done in one session with both present because 
Laura was keen to meet Rhett and ask him some 
critical questions about his hair.”

“Happy for Both is kind of a teaser of what is to 
come,” says Sammi. “We have a great musical and 
personal connection. This is just the beginning of 

the Macrofone feed. We have tons of stuff finished 
and coming soon.”

Check them out at Macrofone.bandcamp.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Burdick and Niss in an indoor mist.
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Champion Tiger
KHS’ Donte Groppuso takes OCIAA boys varsity crown  BY CRISPIN KOTT

E
arlier this month, Donte Groppuso 
became the fifth Kingston High School 
golfer in six years to win the Orange County 
Interscholastic Athletic Association boys 
varsity championship, turning in a 5-over-

par 75-stroke victory in wet, rainy conditions at the 
West Point Golf Course.

Groppuso, a junior at KHS, credited 
a few people with helping him become a 
better golfer, including his father, Michael 
Groppuso, who is the head coach of the KHS 
varsity baseball team; Ron Kelder, the boys’ 
varsity golf coach who also coached Grop-
puso in basketball; and former Tigers Jake 
Hommel and Scott Kleeschulte, both former 
teammates and winners of the OCIAA title.

“It meant a lot to me,” said Groppuso. 
“I’ve gotten close a lot of times to winning. I 
saw Jake win it, and I saw Scott win it. And 
then I saw them leave, and it was almost 
like they were handing me the throne, I 
felt. I wanted to do it for them, I wanted 
to do it for Kingston. It was a great feeling, and a lot 
of work went into it.”

Groppuso led the OCIAA this season with a scoring 
average of 2.8 strokes over par in a game he says is 
his absolute favorite, in part due to the combination 
of team play and individual pursuit. It’s the focus on 
the latter Groppuso said that’s especially drawn him 
in, and he said despite pressure from elsewhere to 
play team-oriented sports, his father’s support for his 
decision to stick with golf was a significant reason he’s 
had so much success. Michael Groppuso, also a golfer, 
helped his son get acclimated to the West Point links 
ahead of the OCIAA championship, which was held 
on Monday, May 13. It helped when Donte was locked 
in, as he was when he made 13 pars. And it helped 
when he got in trouble too, as he did on the 15th hole.

“I hit my ball into the woods and ended up bogeying 

the hole,” said Groppuso. “And I noticed a guy in my 
group and he was kind of picking up his play a little bit 
and playing a lot better than he was at the beginning 
of the round. I knew I had to buckle down and make 
some birdies. And that’s what I ended up doing.”

By then, the rain had settled in, though perhaps 

not as much as forecast. Still, Groppuso said, it im-
pacted his round.

“I thought it was going to rain more than it did, 
honestly,” he said. “During the beginning of the round 
the greens were rolling so I could go at pins better and 
be more aggressive with my shots. The fairways were 
tough. You didn’t get any roll. You have to hit the ball 
straight, and you could be aggressive with the pins. 
After that the rain started to pick up, and I knew the 
greens were going to get slower and the grass was 
going to get thicker.” 

Groppuso outplayed Seth DeWitt, the 
Pine Bush senior who placed second with a 
10-over-paer 80. James I. O’Neill senior Andrew 

Bagley took third carding an 11-over-par 81. Newburgh 
Free Academy seventh-grader Mark Yan placed fourth 
with an 84 in his OCIAA debut.

Tiger teammates Liam Allred and Kyle Hillard 
joined Groppuso in qualifying for the Section IX 
tournament, which opened on Tuesday, May 21 at the 
Powelton Club in Newburgh and finished at Casperkill 
in Poughkeepsie the following day. Groppuso is Section 
IX’s sole returning state qualifier, a feat he’s hoping 

to accomplish again this season with a trip to Cornell 
University for the state championships in early June. 
To get there, he’ll have to play well this week, finishing 
in the top nine.

So far, so good. After Tuesday’s round at Powelton, 
Groppuso was tied for third with Bagley with a 13-over 
83. Nick Puleo, a junior from New Paltz, led the way 
with a 9-over 79, while Millbrook’s Tyler Schaad stood 
in second with a 10-over 80. Hillard was also in the 
mix, finishing Powelton tied for ninth place with a 90. 
Allred failed to make the cut after Tuesday’s round.

Wednesday’s round at Casperkill unfolded after 
the Kingston Times went to press.

SPORTS

‘I wanted to do it for [former champs 
and teammates Jake Hommel and 
Scott Kleeschulte], I wanted to do it 
for Kingston. It was a great feeling, 
and a lot of work went into it.’ 
— Donte Groppuso

PHYLLIS McCABE

Donte Groppuso.

The rust 
monster
KHS baseball seeks 
to keep its edge as 
playoffs approach

At 13-3, the Kingston High School 
varsity baseball team punched its ticket 
to the playoffs a long time ago. But a 
19-3 stomping of Warwick on Tuesday 
showed the Tigers are fully invested in 

Coach Michael Groppuso’s philosophy: Play to win 
all season long.

“It’s always important to be playing your best base-
ball at the end of season,” said Groppuso on Tuesday 
before his team headed off to Warwick for the non-con-
ference league battle. “This year has been an extremely 
challenging one with respect to the weather and our 
deteriorating field conditions. We haven’t been able 
to build any consistency or momentum. We haven’t 
played a game since May 9th and now have three in a 

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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W number one
Stockade FC gets first victory against Rhode Island; 
two matches at Dietz this weekend  BY CRISPIN KOTT

Kingston Stockade FC’s upward 
trajectory continued over the weekend 
as they picked up their first win of the 
2019 campaign, a dramatic 2-1 result 
on the road against National Premier 

Soccer League foe the Rhode Island Reds.
Head coach Jamal Lis-Simmons said his team spent 

the long bus ride from Kingston locked in and ready, 
especially after feeling they’d missed an opportunity to 
win one week earlier in a 1-1 draw at Greater Lowell.

“Things have been progressively getting better for 
us, and we had a little bit of a bad taste in our mouths 
from the previous week feeling like we’d left a couple 
of points on the road in Lowell,” Lis-Simmons said. 
“We were excited to get back on the road and put 
everything together. The guys were calm and relaxed 
and ready to go.”

It took 12 minutes for Kingston to strike, with 
Alejandro Riquelme’s perfectly arced pass finding 
Mikey Lanzetta across the defense. Lanzetta chipped 
it in for the back post goal.

“We had a set piece in the middle of the field,” said 
Lis-Simmons. “We took it real quick and played it to 
Riquelme’s feet, and he found Mikey on a backside run, 
lifted a great ball to him, and it was a quality finish by 

Mikey. It was a really good play.”
The slim Stockade lead held into the break, but 

Rhode Island came back out of the locker room and 
stole momentum, with Gentian Selimi equalizing in 
the 62nd minute.

“It was a tale of two halves,” said Lis-Simmons. 
“We dominated play for the most part in the first half, 
created a couple of more opportunities and got that 
goal from Mikey. They had a few opportunities in the 
first half on a couple of mistakes on our end. We knew 
in the second half we were going to get their best shot, 
and we did. They put us under a lot of pressure, and 
for us it was just kind of sticking to the script and 
finding our rhythm.”

Kingston found its rhythm after Rhode Island tied 
the game, and the two teams played even into stop-
page time. Juan Parada took what would be the final 
corner of the game for Kingston, sending it across the 
front of the goal where it found Tyler Swanbeck, who 
headed the ball home for the win. Swanbeck came on 
in the 81st minute, a tactical move by the coaching 
staff that paid off.

“We put in a handful of subs, and those guys were 
able to find their rhythm,” said Lis-Simmons. “We just 
kept grinding. We were under a lot more pressure and 

were fortunate to get the winner late.”
The win was the first for Lis-Simmons at the helm, 

who sees his club jump to fourth place in the NPSL’s 
North Atlantic Conference Division. Kingston is one 
of three teams in the division with four total points, 
but the only one to get there in just three games. 

New guys
There were others firsts in the game as well, with 

Noah Robinson, Paul Makaj and goalkeeper Jared 
Mazzola all starting for Stockade for the first time. 
Joey Landicino, Cam LaVallee and Vinny Colantuono 
all came off the bench for Kingston for the first time 
as well.

Mazzola’s contribution was crucial, with seven 
saves, including a one-handed stop at the 42nd minute 
that kept Kingston up heading into the half.

Kingston boasts an extensive roster that will contin-
ue to grow over the next few weeks as college players 
become eligible for play. Lis-Simmons said depth is 
important for a semi-pro team where real life some-
times prevents players from making trips out of town.

“It was rewarding to bring a handful of new guys 
with us, and to have them all contribute the way they 
did was a big step for us,” he said. “We had a lot of new 
guys with us this week, and they were eager to get out 
on the field. When they did they made a difference. 
Tyler was a great example of that. I want to say he was 
the last sub we made, and he only played six or seven 
minutes or so. But he game in, had a great attitude, 
worked extremely hard and put himself in a great spot.”

Stockade FC returns home to Dietz Stadium to 
begin a busy week at 1-1-1, with plans to host New York 
Athletic Club (1-2-1, 5th place) on Friday, May 24 at 7 
p.m., followed by a visit from Hartford City FC (2-2-1, 
3rd place) on Sunday, May 26 at 6 p.m.

“We love being at home, and we’re really looking 
forward to hopefully getting our first win here, and 
hopefully getting all six points from these first two 
home games,” said Lis-Simmons.

Kingston contra Brooklyn
After just two days of rest, Kingston will head to 

the Aviator Sports and Events Center to take on the 
Brooklyn Italians (2-0-0, 2nd place). For Stockade, 
it will be their first-ever return to the grounds where 
they first battled Brooklyn, falling 3-0 after a long, 
traffic-heavy journey. By then they’ll hope to be six 
points richer and ready to beat Brooklyn for the first 
time in franchise history. To do so will require further 
tinkering with an ever-evolving lineup. Lis-Simmons 
said the new players and longtime Stockade veterans 
have blended well together.

“Our atmosphere at training has been really good, 
and that’s what you want to translate over onto the 
game field,” said Lis-Simmons. “And I think that’s 
exactly what happened. Having to navigate the sum-
mer, it can be difficult. We have a situation this week 
where we go Friday-Sunday-Wednesday. That’s why 
we have a deep roster. No one is going to be able to 
play every minute of all three games in six days. We’re 
in the process now of getting availability from all our 
guys, and I’ll be sitting down with the coaching staff 
in the next couple of days to try to determine the best 
path forward.”

PHYLLIS McCABE

Jamal Lis-Simmons.

row to conclude our season. Today and Wednesday are 
very big as they affect our seedings. With that said, I 
am hoping we can just shake some of the rust off due 
to the long lay off and use our experience to help us.”

Groppuso’s concerns about rust, if not wholly sat-
isfied, were at least shaken off for one more day. The 
Tigers were firing on all cylinders behind winning 
pitcher Steven Freer, who went five innings, allowing 
just three hits while striking out seven. At the plate, 
Kingston was led by Fritz Genther, who singled, 
doubled, smashed a 3-run homer and scored four 
runs of his own. Joe Ferrer (HR, two singles, three 
runs, three RBI) and Jake McNutt (two singles, three 
runs, RBI) also had significant contributions in the 
blowout victory.

All three of Warwick’s runs were the result of solo 
home runs, with Grant Dolshun, Joe McLaughlin and 
Sean McGowan all going yard.

For a team that hadn’t played in nearly two weeks, 
the Tigers looked fresh and locked in. But after a long 
rest, can they maintain that intensity and drive as they 
play three games in as many days? Only time will tell. 
They returned home to Gruner Field on Wednesday, 
May 22 to host league opponent Valley Central, the 
game being played after the Kingston Times went to 
press. The following day they’ll close out the regular 
slate at Gruner when non-league opponent Wallkill 
comes to town. Neither opponent is having a par-
ticularly noteworthy season, though Valley Central 
has something to play for: At 8-9 overall and 5-5 in 

league play, a win against the Tigers and they’re in the 
playoffs. A loss and the season is over. For Wallkill, 
at 8-10 overall, the season ends at Kingston whether 
they win or lose.

The Tigers, however, are playing for playoff 
position. It’s tight at the top of the Orange County 
Interscholastic Athletic Association’s Division I, with 
Middletown holding a tiebreaker over Kingston. That 
seeding, which will be determined next week, is out 
of Kingston’s control. All they can do is try and win. 
But there are hurdles.

“With the long layoff and not even being able to 
practice on our field [only three times since the second 
week of April] I know physically we will be rusty,” said 
Groppuso. “We have discussed many times the mental 
approach to the game as being indoors gets tedious 
and can certainly frustrate you in many ways. I believe 
that is our biggest obstacle right now, showing our 
maturity and realizing what our strengths are and 
playing to them.”

Groppuso said that even with the various 
hiccups provided by the schedule and weather, 
the team’s approach has remained the same.

“There are no changes,” said Groppuso. “We preach 
consistency from day one and look to establish it 
throughout the entire year so we can put ourselves in 
a position to win a championship.”

With two games remaining in the regular season 
and their first playoff opponent unclear, Groppuso said 

he wasn’t quite ready to lock in a starting pitcher for 
the beginning of the postseason. 

“That will depend on where we are seeded and 
our opponent,” Groppuso said. “We will know that 
on Thursday night after they hold the seed meeting. 
It is safe to say it will be either Joe Ferrer or Steven 
Freer. They are both outstanding pitchers and have 
been there before so again the experience and knowing 
what it takes is a big component.”

The Tigers are the seventh-ranked team across 
New York State, sixth in Class AA ball. 
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New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY



16  THURSDAY, MAY 23, 2019  KINGSTON TIMES  

residence on the land herein 
described on a course of North 
72 degrees 04 minutes 10 
seconds West 324.76 feet to 
an old iron rod driven in the 
ground;

THENCE RUNNING along 
the easterly line of lands of 
now or formerly Marion Kanes 
Corneau along the remains of 
an old wire fence South 26 de-
grees 24 minutes 19 seconds 
with 100.00 feet to an iron 
pipe driven in the ground;

THENCE RUNNING along 
the north line of the said lands 
of Patricia Kaufman, along the 
line of the remains of an old 
wire fence South 57 degrees 
24 minutes 49 seconds East 
125.93 feet to an iron pin set 
on said fence line;

THENCE continuing along 
the same South 63 degrees 57 
minutes 10 seconds East 14.3 
feet, crossing the southerly 
end of the above mentioned 
54 foot strip as described in 
Liber 599 page 155, to an 
iron pipe driven in the ground 
at the southeasterly corner of 
the same;

THENCE along the easterly 
line of said 24 foot the east-
erly bounds at the lands herein 
described North 17 degrees 
10 minutes 00 seconds East 
335.97 feet to the point and 
place of BEGINNING.

The above described prem-
ises consists of four parcels of 
land as described in the follow-
ing deeds (1) deed from Grace 
Erickson to Grace Gregory, 
dated November 19, 1920 and 
recorded in the Ulster County 
Clerk’s Office in Liber of Deeds 
679 at page 170 on Novem-
ber 27, 1920 (1) deed from 
George A.Neher and Josephine 
Neher to Grace Gregory by 
deed dated July 6, 1827 and 
recorded in the Ulster County 
Clerk’s Office on December11, 
1938 in Liber of Deeds 599 at 
page 199 (3) deed from Harry 
Tedile to Grace Gregory dated 
September 16, 1932 and re-
corded in the Ulster County 
Clerk’s Office on November 
14, 1932 in Liber of Deeds 
561 at page 365.

SUBJECT to an easement 
and right of way over the ex-
isting roadway crossing a por-
tion of the premises herein de-
scribed near the northeasterly 
and southeasterly corner of the 
same.

SUBJECT to the electric 
lines and telephone easements 
affecting the premises above 
described.

PARCEL B
ALSO that other piece or 

parcel of land, situate in the 
Town of Woodstock, referred 
to as Parcel B and bounded 
and described to follow:

BEGINNING at an iron pipe 
driven in the ground at the 
southeasterly corner of the 
first designated premises with 
residence thereon and

RUNNING THENCE on an ex-
tension at the easterly bounds 
thereof along the a easterly 
line of land now or formerly of 
Patricia Kaufman South 17 de-
grees 10 minutes 00 seconds 
West for a distance of 104.37 
feet to a point in the center of 
Sawkill Creek;

THENCE RUNNING down 
and along the center of the 
same South 63 degrees 08 
minutes 30 seconds East 
24.75 feet to a point;

THENCE RUNNING on a 
source parallel to the first cor-
ner herein mentioned North 17 
degrees 18 minutes 00 sec-
onds East 109.93 feet to an 
iron pipe drive in the ground;

THENCE North 63 degrees 
37 minutes 20 seconds West 
24.36 feet to the point and 
place of BEGINNING.

SUBJECT to whatsoever 
rights as may be held Kaufman 
over the northerly portion of 
the by Patricia of land herein 
described as the same has 
been used as a turnaround 
at the end of the above men-
tioned private road.

ALSO GRANTING with Par-
cels A and B and the parties 
of the second part, their heirs 
and assigns and distributes, 
aright of way over the above 
mentioned private road lead-
ing Northerly and Southerly 
between Neher Street and the 
premises herein conveyed, 
for ingress and egress from 
and to said premises and the 
aforesaid streets, subject to 
the use in common with all oth-
ers granted the right to use the 
same.

The center line of the said 
private road being more partic-
ularly bounded and described 
as follows:

BEGINNING at a point in the 
center of the above mentioned 
existing road leading between 

the lands of Patricia Kaufman 
and Neher Street 17.98 feet 
distant on a course of South 
72 degrees 66 minutes 18 
seconds East from an iron 
pipe driven in the ground which 
parks the southeasterly corner 
of the lands now or formerly 
of Gertrude Allen, said point 
of beginning also being 6.14 
feet distant on a course of 
North 72 degrees 06 minutes 
10 seconds West from another 
iron pipe driven in the ground 
marking the northeasterly cor-
ner of Parcel A of the herein 
above described lands;

THENCE from the said point 
in the center of the said exist-
ing road RUNNING along the 
center for the following cours-
es and distances; South 4 de-
grees 19 minutes 40 seconds 
West 143.14 feet crossing a 
portion of the northeasterly 
corner of parcel A and herein 
above described and RUNNING 
through a 24 foot strip of land 
conveyed by Grace Gregory 
to George A. Neher for road 
purposes as described in Liber 
199 page 151, to a point;

THENCE South 11 degrees 
51 minutes 40 seconds West 
34.13 feet to a point;

THENCE South 31 degrees 
15.minutes 20 seconds West 
30.34 feet to a point;

THENCE South 22 degrees 
24 minutes 40 seconds West 
38.22 feet to point;

THENCE South 34 degrees 
20 minutes 10 seconds West 
8.46 feet to a point on the 
north line of the lands of Pa-
tricia Kaufman aforesaid. The 
said described and right of way 
shall be used by the owners of 
Parcel A,B. and C and Patricia 
Kaufman and their respective 
heirs and assigns.

BEING intended to be the 
same premises as conveyed 
by the Saugerties National 
Bank and Trust Company to 
Angela DuBois Gregory by 
deed dated February 19, 1951 
and recorded on February 21, 
1931 in Liber 791 of Deeds at 
page 191.

Being the same premises 
described in a certain deed 
dated May 6, 2002 recorded 
May 24, 2002 in the Ulster 
County Clerk’s Office in Liber 
3352 page 208.

These premises are also 
known as 26 Neher Street, 
Woodstock, NY 12498.

WOODS OVIATT GILMAN LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
700 Crossroads Building
2 State Street
Rochester, NY 14614

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT - 

COUNTY OF ULSTER
State of New York Mortgage 

Agency
Plaintiff
-against-
Thomas Daley, Sr. a/k/a 

Thomas Daley a/k/a Thom-
as Michael Daley, Northern 
Dutchess Hospital,

Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a judgment of 

foreclosure and sale entered 
on January 25, 2019

I, the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder THE ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, 
NEW YORK on 

May 30, 2019 at 10:00 
AM premises known as 202 
Bayard Street, Port Ewen, NY 
12466.

ALL that certain plot, piece 
or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in the Town of Eso-
pus, County of ULSTER and 
State of New York. 

Section:56.67 Block: 3 Lot: 
5

Approximate amount of lien 
$149,212.39 plus interest and 
costs.

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed judg-
ment Index # 17-3630

Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, 
Esq., REFEREE

STEIN, WIENER AND ROTH, 
L.L.P., ATTORNEYS FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF

ONE OLD COUNTRY ROAD, 
SUITE 113 CARLE PLACE, NY 
11514

DATED: April 17, 2019 FILE 
#: ULSTER 74022

LEGAL NOTICE
JNL VENTURES LLC. Arts. 

of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 04/17/19. Office: Ulster 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 82 Old 
Hoagerburgh Road, Wallkill, NY 
12589. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
1083 KINGS HIGHWAY, 

LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 04/15/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
967 Malone Lane, Cookeville, 
TN 38506. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Amelia Williams LLC. 

Filed 3/6/19. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 66 
Yerry Hill Rd, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Registered Agent: Unit-
ed States Corporation Agents, 
Inc., 7014 13th Ave Ste 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: 
General.

LEGAL NOTICE
Kreations, LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 4/9/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Cathy J. Marl, 10 
Sams Point Rd., Cragsmoor, 
NY 12420. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limit-

ed Liability Company (LLC): 
MDPK Consultants, LLC. Ar-

ticles of Organization were filed 
with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 2/26/2019. 
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY  has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
sworn process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: MDPK Con-
sultants, LLC, 504 Greenkill Rd., 
Kingston NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 

NAME: Midtown Property 
Group LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were filed with the 
Secretary of   State of New 
York (SSNY) on 2/13/2019. 
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY  has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Midtown 
Property Group LLC,  1300 Ul-
ster Ave, Ste #6155, Kingston 
NY 12401. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

USBP LLC
The name of the limited lia-

bility company (“LLC”) is USBP 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with NYS Dept of 
State on 4/4/19. The office 
of the LLC is in Ulster Coun-
ty.  The secretary of state has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and 
the address to which the Sec-
retary of State shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
it is c/o Mohammed U. Miah, 
3072 State Route 32, King-
ston, NY 12401.

LEGAL NOTICE
Sanchez Capital, LLC, 

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
3/26/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to 23 Hud-
ler Rd. MT. Temper, NY 12457. 
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ORGANIZA-

TION OF LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

FIRST: The name of the 
Limited Liability Company is 
ELIZABETH HOUSE LLC 
(hereinafter referred to as the 
“Company”)

SECOND: The Articles of 
Organization of the Company 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State on April 16, 2019.

THIRD: The County within 
the State of New York in which 
the office of the Company is 
located is Greene.

FOURTH: The Secretary 
of State has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the Company may be 
served. The post office ad-
dress to which the Secretary of 
State shall mail process is 436 
Commercial Street, Province-
town, MA, 02657.

FIFTH: The Company is or-
ganized for all lawful purposes, 
and to do any and all things 

necessary, convenient, or inci-
dental to that purpose.

Dated: April 17, 2019
FREEMAN HOWARD, P.C.
441 East Allen Street
P.O. Box 1328
Hudson, New York 12534

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Circular Movement, LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary of 

State of New York (SSNY) 
on 4/16/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Cir-
cular Movement, LLC 9 North 
Front Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: Any lawful   
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPPLEMENTAL SUM-

MONS
STATE OF NEW YORK
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
Index No.: 18-1946
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.,
Plaintiff,
v.
LYNNE A. TENNEY, JESSE 

H. TENNEY, KINGSTON NEU-
ROLOGICAL ASSOC PC, 

and JOHN DOE,
Defendants.
To the above named Defen-

dants:
You are hereby summoned 

to answer the complaint in this 
action and to serve a copy of 
your answer, or if the com-
plaint is not served with this 
summons, to serve a notice of 
appearance on the Plaintiff’s at-
torneys within thirty days after 
the service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service, 
and in case of your failure to 
appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by de-
fault for the relief demanded in 
the complaint.

NOTICE YOU ARE IN 
DANGER OF LOSING YOUR 
HOME

If you do not respond to 
this summons and com-
plaint by serving a copy of 
the answer on the attorney 
for the mortgage company 
who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and 
filing the answer with the 
court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you 
can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or 
go to the court where your 
case is pending for further 
information on how to an-
swer the summons and pro-
tect your property.

Sending a payment to 
your mortgage company 
will not stop this foreclosure 
action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE 
ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) 
AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT.

This is an attempt to collect 
a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that 
purpose.

The foregoing summons is 
served upon you by publication 
pursuant to an Resettled Order 
of Honorable James P. Gilpat-
ric, Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, 
signed the 4th day of April, 
2019 at Kingston, New York.

The object of this action is 
to foreclose a mortgage on the 
following property:

Tax I.D. No. 27.54-5-32
PARCEL A
ALL that tract or parcel in 

the town of Woodstock, County 
of Ulster and State of New 
York, bounded and described 
as follows:

BEGINNING at a point 
marked by an iron pipe driven 
in the ground on the easterly 
side of a private road load-
ing Southerly from the Neher 
Street to lands now or formerly 
of Patricia Kaufman, said pipe 
and point of BEGINNING also 
being the northeasterly corner 
of a 24 foot strip of land con-
veyed by George A. Neher to 
Grace Gregory by deed record-
ed in the Ulster County Clerk’s 
Office in Liber of Deeds 393 at 
page 153;

THENCE from the said iron 
pipe and point of BEGINNING

RUNNING across the north-
erly end of said 24 foot strip 
crossing the above mentioned 
private road and crossing the 
private drive loading in the 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
RED OAK DESIGN LLC. 

Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 
04/22/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: RED 
OAK DESIGN LLC. 231 ALBA-
NY AVE. APT 11, KINGSTON, 
NEW YORK, 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of SO-

CIAL EQUITY TECHNOLOGY 
SERVICES LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/18/19. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC, 121 
Greene St., Fl. 3, NY, NY 
10012. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
SSLI HOLDINGS LLC Ar-

ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 4/4/2019. Office 
in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 110 Maiden Ln., Kings-
ton, NY 12401, which is also 
the principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT – COUN-

TY OF ULSTER
CITIZENS BANK NA F/K/A 

RBS CITIZENS NA, Plaintiff 
against SUSAN STESSIN-
COHN, et al Defendant(s). 

Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
on February 11, 2019. 

I, the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction at 
the front Lobby of the Ulster 
County Courthouse, 285 Wall 
Street, Kingston, N.Y. on the 
4th day of June, 2019 at 9:00 
a.m. premises described as 
follows: All that certain plot, 
piece or parcel of land with the 
buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying 
and being in Tillson, Town of 
Rosedale, County of Ulster and 
State of New York. 

Said premises known as 
134 Mountain View Road, 
Tillson, N.Y. 12486 aka 134 
Mountainview Road, Tillson, 
N.Y. 12486.

(Section: 70.8, Block: 3, 
Lot: 8).

Approximate amount of lien 
$ 190,624.12 plus interest 
and costs. 

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed judg-
ment and terms of sale. 

Index No. 2297-17. Jon Si-
monson, Esq., Referee. 

McCabe, Weisberg, & Con-
way, LLC

Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
145 Huguenot Street - Suite 

210
New Rochelle, New York 

10801
(914) 636-8900

LEGAL NOTICE
270 Fair Street LLC, Art. 

of Org. filed NY DOS 4/30/19, 
Ulster Co. S/S C/O C & B De-
velopers LLC 161 Chrystie 
St.,2 Fl., NY, NY 10002. Per-
petual existence. To engage 
in any lawful  act or activity. 
Full  indemnification. Effective 
5/1/19.

LEGAL NOTICE
301 Wall Street LLC, Art. 

Of  Org. filed NY DOS 4/30/19, 
Ulster Co. S/S C/O C & B De-
velopers LLC 161 Chrystie 
St., 2 Fl., NY, NY 10002. Per-
petual existence. To engage 
in any lawful  act or activity. 
Full indemnification. Effective  
5/1/19.

LEGAL NOTICE
41 Pearl Street LLC, Art. 

Of  Org. filed NY DOS 4/30/19, 
Ulster Co. S/S C/O C & B De-
velopers  LLC 161 Chrystie 
St., 2 Fl., NY, NY 10002.Per-
petual existence. To engage 
in any  lawful  act or activity. 
Full indemnification. Effective 
5/1/19.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

FAWN HILL LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with the Sec-
retary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on: 04/24/2008. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 

it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to PO Box 545, 
Shokan, New York 12481. Pur-
pose: is any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
FORTIER WOODWORKS 

LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
5/3/2019. Office  in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of  
LLC whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 179 Sheldon Hill Rd., 
Olivebridge, NY 12461, which 
is also the principal business 
location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Cre-

ation Catering LLC
Articles of Organization filed 

with the Secretary of the State 
of New York on 04/30/2019. 
Office Location: Ulster County. 
Thomas Cosgove has been 
designated as Agent upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. The address to 
which SSNY shall mail a copy 
of any process against the LLC 
served upon him is the LLC , 
at 4 Snyder Circle Stone Ridge 
NY 12484. Purpose of LLC: 
To engage in any lawful act or 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): PACAMA 1084 LLC. 
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY) on 
04/23/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY  
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Pacama 1084 
LLC 145 Parsell St, Kingston, 
NY 12401. . Purpose: Any law-
ful acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

STRANGE BLANK SPOTS 
LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 04/17/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. office of 
LLC: PO Box 911, Woodstock, 
NY 12498. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to the LLC at the addr. of 
its princ. office. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION 

OF RENEVATIONS, LLC,
Notice of Formation of RE-

NEVATIONS, LLC, Art. of Org. 
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 3/29/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Rene-
vations LLC, 88 Maiden Lane, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts and activities.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION 

OF LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY

NAME: Wesley Voner River 
Road LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary 
of State’s Office on January 
31, 2019. Office location: Ul-
ster County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated as 
agent of the Limited Liability 
Company upon whom process 
against it may be served. The 
Secretary of State shall mail a 
copy of the process to the Lim-
ited Liability Company at 10 St. 
James Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401. PURPOSE: for any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Black Sea Gold Advisors 
LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
May 13, 2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be  served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to 
Black Sea Gold Advisors LLC. 
c/o Svetlin Krastev, 61 Bar-
berry Rd. Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts or ac-
tivities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
1931 Rockaway Pkwy 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 

LEGAL NOTICES
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Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
5/15/2019. Cty: Greene. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
138 Vienna Woods Rd., Purl-
ing, NY 12470.General Pur-
pose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
9528 Ave L LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 5/15/2019. Cty: 
Greene. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 138 Vienna Woods 
Rd., Purling, NY 12470.Gen-
eral Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
ABC Plumbing & Heating 

LLC. Filed 2/28/19. Office: 
Ulster Co. SSNY designated as 
agent for process & shall mail 
to: Frank Wood, Po Box 912, 
Saugerties, NY 12477. Pur-

pose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 

Plaintiff
AGAINST
Michael B. Berti a/k/a Mi-

chael Berti; et al., Defendant(s) 
Pursuant to a Judgment 

of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated March 18, 2019 I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell 
at public auction at the Ulster 
County Courthouse, Kingston, 
New York on June 24, 2019 at 
10:00AM, premises known as 
64 Pine Grove Avenue, Kings-
ton, NY 12401.  All that certain 
plot piece or parcel of land, 
with the buildings and improve-
ments erected, situate, lying 
and being in the City of Kings-
ton, County of Ulster, State 
of NY, Section 56.33 Block 4 

Lots 9.100 and 9.200.  Ap-
proximate amount of judgment 
$147,606.49 plus interest and 
costs.  Premises will be sold 
subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index# 18-2124.

Thomas A. Murphy, Esq., 
Referee

Shapiro, DiCaro & Barak, 
LLC

Attorney(s) for the Plaintiff
175 Mile Crossing Boulevard 

Rochester, New York 14624
(877) 430-4792
Dated: May 13, 2019 

#97033

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Name: Hudson Valley 3D Print-
ing Limited Liability Company, 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 4/16/19. 
Office location Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as 

agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: 138 New Salem 
Rd., Kingston, N.Y. 12401. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: no specific date. 
#1799243

LEGAL NOTICE
Make Over Planet LLC. 

Filed 1/16/18. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 
Shusma B Nirala, 26 Tano 
Drive, Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
Mo Studio, LLC, App of 

Auth. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 3/20/2019. Using 
the fictitious name Mo Studio 
NY, LLC. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 

process against may be served 
& shall mail process to 97 
Ridgewood Ave., Kerhonkson, 
NY 12446.General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Nicholas Cohn Art Proj-

ects LLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
5/14/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
Borstein Turkel, P.C., 420 Lex-
ington Ave., Ste. 2920, NY, NY 
10170.General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Cre-

ation Catering LLC. Articles 
of Organization files with the 
Secretary of the State of  New 
York on 04/30/2019. Of-
fice Location: Ulster County. 
Thomas Cosgrove has been 
designated as Agent upon 

whom process against it may 
be serves. The address to 
which SSNY shall Mail a copy 
of any process against the LLC 
served upon him is the LLC at 
4 Snyder Circle Stone Ridge 
NY 122484. Purpose of LLC: 
to engage in any Lawful Act of 
Activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a Lim-

ited Liability Company(LLC):
Name: TELC, LLC. Articles 

of Organization were filed with 
the secretary of state of New 
York on: 5/8/2019. Office 
Location: 14 Hussey Hill Rd., 
Ulster Park, NY 12487

SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: TELC, LLC. 14 
Hussey Hill Rd., Ulster Park, 
NY 12487

Purpose: Real Estate 
Brokerage

On the same page
County Legislature adopts 
reworked policy on sexual harassment

A revised county sexual harassment 
policy placed on the consent agenda of the 
Ulster County Legislature this Tuesday 
afternoon was passed without comment. 
At the Ways and Means Committee meet-

ing prior to the vote, Legislator Laura Petit (D-Esopus), 
one of two legislators who had previously expressed 
misgivings in committee about the legislation, said that 
she was grateful for the extra time to get her questions 
answered and felt comfortable with the policy now. 
Joe Maloney of Saugerties, the other legislator with 
questions, missed the committee meeting but not the 
legislative session.

At the May 14 Ways and Means Committee meeting, 
Petit had expressed concern about the language in the 
draft policy. The policy provides examples of sexual 
harassment, which it says includes but is not limited 
to, touching, pinching, patting, grabbing, brushing 
against another person’s body or poking another per-
son’s body.  Petit worried that a touch on the arm could 
be construed as sexual assault by someone looking to 
leverage themselves against a supervisor.

Joe Maloney had agreed. “Therein lies the danger 
that it could be weaponized,” he said.

The committee supported Petit’s motion to table 
the sexual harassment policy until the next commit-
tee meeting. “I just don’t want to walk around with 
my hands in my pockets for the rest of my life,” she 
explained.

Unwanted, inappropriate contact
In February, Legislator Heidi Haynes (R-Hurley, 

Marbletown) called for an investigation into allega-
tions about Legislator Hector Rodriguez’s behavior 
with women, which came to light during the caucus 
discussions last December and January about who the 
Democrats would elect legislature chair of the 2019 
session. Rodriguez, a Democrat from New Paltz, was 
a candidate for the position. In the end, Legislator 
Tracey Bartels (D-Gardiner) was elected chairwoman.

“As of today, the legislature has not been provided 
with any direct information or allegations of miscon-
duct or inappropriate behavior by legislator Rodri-
guez,” read a February email statement by Bartels and 
new Majority Leader Jon Heppner (D-Woodstock). 
“Should such reports become public or be brought 
to us, they will be fully considered, along with any 

appropriate action, at that time.”
On March 29, Village of New Paltz Deputy Mayor 

KT Tobin responded with a letter on behalf of several 
women reporting incidents of forcible kissing and re-
lentless, unwanted and inappropriate communications 
by Rodriguez. Tobin called for mechanisms for these 
women to report their experiences, and suggested 
that the legislature include confidential reporting in 
its remedy.

Bartels passed Tobin’s letter on to the county 
government’s personnel office, which she said would 
undertake an investigation. She considered Rodriguez’s 
resignation as chair of the Economic Development 
Committee to constitute a partial level of accountability.  

Rodriguez won’t comment on his Feb. 13 public 
apology, in which he suggested a process of restor-
ative justice. A public update in March discussed his 
readings and studies.

The county sexual harassment policy replaced this 
Tuesday had been characterized in a Ways and Means 
Committee discussion as a two-or-three-page manual 
that needed clarification in order to comply with state 
and federal mandates. 

Since February, Bartels had been meeting in her 
office with Heppner, Minority Leader Ken Ronk 
(R-Wallkill) and legislators Haynes and Lynn Eckert 
(D-Kingston). The code of conduct this working group 
has been discussing is something new for Ulster Coun-
ty. Bartels said at the time of its formation that the 
committee would be a place to outline how legislators 
were expected to represent themselves with the public, 
with each other, and with staff.  

“That’s a potentially more difficult and nuanced 
conversation because it includes both an aspiration-
al ceiling for code of conduct and a firm floor with 
accountability,” Bartels explained. She anticipated a 
draft in a couple of months.

Legislature takes action 
Recently, Tobin sent another letter, this time to 

all 23 legislators.  “Over six weeks have gone by since 
I sent this message to you,” she wrote, “and despite 
being told that there would be an investigation and 
that I would be hearing from someone at the county, 
I have heard nothing from any county department or 
legislator about any investigation or plans to address 
this issue.”

Tobin asked for an update on how the sexual 
harassment allegations against Rodriguez would be 
addressed, including in her letter documents which 
the village government of New Paltz had adopted to 
comply with last year’s state mandated updates to 
municipal sexual harassment policies, which she said 
the county hadn’t yet adopted.

“Your lack of action sends a message of default ap-
proval of sexual harassment and centers on Hector, not 
the women who have been harmed, and not the many 
women he has been elected to represent,” wrote Tobin. 

At that time, the process was almost done. Deputy 
County Executive Marc Rider presented the latest 
draft of the work in progress to the Ways and Means 
Committee on May 14. The document blended the 
state’s model law with language from the federal policy. 
The draft policy clarified definitions of behavior in 
language accessible to county employees.

Providing a clear process for reporting, the docu-
ment would be incorporated into annual training for 
all county employees, including legislators, Rider said. 
“But it’s not specifically trying to deal with the issue 
of a legislator,” he cautioned. “It’s trying to strengthen 
our overall policy.”

Rodriguez, a member of the committee evaluating 
the draft, supported the policy. He favored passing it at 
this week’s committee meeting and on the legislative 
floor the same night.  “There are other people involved.  
So, to make sure they understand that, we’re voting 
on this this month.”

It’s currently not clear what the process is for a 
non-employee of the county to make a complaint about 
a legislator. Bartels said there’s currently no policy that 
would address issues of sexual harassment outside the 
workplace. “Although, for an elected official,” she said, 
“the workplace may be harder to define.”

The sexual harassment policy asks non-employees 
to report harassment or behaviors that violate the 
policy.  Who is covered in the policy update is broad-
ly defined to include non-employees and persons 
conducting business with Ulster County. In terms of 
who can be a target of sexual harassment, it specifies 
non-employees who provide services in the workplace.

This article would not have been possible without the 
cooperation and investigative work of Hillary Har-
vey, whose reporting on this topic is on the archive at 
RadioKingston.org.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Effective June 1, 2019, 

due to increased costs, 
every legal notice printed 

in Ulster Publishing’s 
newspapers Almanac 

Weekly, Kingston Times, 
New Paltz Times, Saugerties 
Times and Woodstock Times 

will have a $25 affidavit 
fee in addition to the 

government mandated rate 
for publication itself.

UP Ulster 
Publishing

All for one.
Visit Hudson Valley One and read the best of what 
Ulster Publishing has to offer. Check it out at: 
hudsonvalleyone.com.
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ELECTIONS 2018VanBlarcum vs. FigueroaIncumbent sheriff will be contested for Dem endorsementBY JESSE J. SMITH

A s he gears up to run for 
a fourth four-year term Ulster 
County sheriff, Paul VanBlar-
cum is facing something new 
— a challenge from within the 

Democratic Party.While the incumbent lawman is count-

PHOTO PR

Juan Figueroa.

DAN BARTON

Paul VanBlarcum.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Biting commentary

CALEV RABE SIMON, 3, of Kingston enjoys an apple at the Kingston Farmers Market, which opened its outdoor season on 

Saturday.

ELECTION 20A race taking shape?Ryan touts poll, Delgado gets major endorsement in Dem Congress tussle  BY JESSE J. SMITH

W ith seven candidates 
vying for the Democratic 
nomination for the 19th 
Congressional District 
— and little ideological 

daylight between them — campaigns are 

touting their candidate’s electability in the 

November battle against incumbent Re-

publican John Faso as they head towards 

a June 26 primary to decide who’ll get the 

party’s line.Last week, Kingston native and former 

Army officer Pat Ryan was touting a new 

poll that showed him narrowly beating 

Faso in a head-to-head matchup. The 

same survey, by the Democratic Party-

aligned firm Public Policy Polling, showed 

Rhinebeck corporate attorney Antonio 

Delgado in a tie with the incumbent. The 

poll, commissioned by Ryan’s campaign, 

was based on a survey of 928 voters in 

SCHOOLSThe whole megillahKCSD voters OK it all — budget, props, 
Dietz deal, school board trustees  BY CRISPIN KOTTK CSD school officials 

celebrated a clean sweep on 
Tuesday night as their $175 
million budget proposal for 
the 2018-19 school year and 

three separate propositions all met wide-

spread approval from voters, who turned 

out in fewer numbers than they had one 

year earlier.In unofficial results, the $175,032,027 

spending plan passed by a margin of 

1,523-597, with voters in all seven el-

ementary schools approving. The budget 

will increase the local property tax levy by 

2.62 percent and increase overall spend-

ing by 3.21 percent. The spending plan 

represents an increase of $5,450,486 over 

the current school year’s budget, but it 

comes with a tax levy increase nearly a 

full percentage point lower than the state-

mandated cap of 3.56 percent.
With a spring storm hammering the 

Hudson Valley during the day, fewer 

voters turned out than they did in 2017. 

A total 2,120 votes were cast on Tuesday 

compared to 2,875 last year. Even so, the 

percentages were greater in favor of the 

your name:  ___________________________________________

street address: _________________________________________

town/city: _____________________  state _____ zip __________

to Ulster Publishing, PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

The yearly (52 weeks) subscription price is $45 for in-county mailing,
$50 out-of-county, $40 for senior citizens.  

We accept personal checks, Visa, Mastercard & Discover,  
and offer gift subscriptions too — just ask!

ALMANAC WEEKLYALMANAC WEEKLYALMANAC WEEKLY
thursday
The Importance 
of Being Earnest in 
Rhinebeck; Silver 
Needle Runway

friday
Blues Traveler’s 
Popper at Bearsville; 
Rhinebeck Antique 
Car Show begins

saturday
Alasdair Fraser and 
Natalie Haas at 
Ashokan Center; 
I Love My Park Day

sunday
New Paltz Regatta; 
Lake Street Dive 
performs at UPAC 
in Kingston

monday
Free/low-cost 
“Spay Shuttle” 
in Poughkeepsie 
and Fishkill

tuesday
Spotty Dog 
Trivia Night in 
Hudson: All-Nerd 
Throwdown

wednesday
Learn the basics 
of sailing at the 
Beacon Sloop 
Sailing Club
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Cahill responds to McLean
This is an open letter to Bruce McLean in response 

to his letter that appeared last week.
Dear Bruce,

If the day arrives when you allow facts to get in 
the way of your ravings, it will be a special day indeed.

First, the sign on the playground was placed there, 
not by the church, but by the tenants of the Archdi-
ocese, the Agribusiness Child Development Center. 
ABCD, by the way, paid for the renovation of what 
was a dilapidated, virtually abandoned building that 
was draining the treasuries of two local parishes to the 
tune of in excess of $20,000 a year just to sit there. 
It now provides a tidy income to the Archdiocese 
instead. Yes, my office and I helped secure the funds 
that ABCD used to get the job done.

While completely humbled, I did not request and 
indeed protested the sign when it was installed on the 
site. In case you haven’t noticed, there are virtually no 
signs around the 103rd or the former 101st Assembly 
District with my name on them and that is just fine 
with me. I do know of two others, also placed without 
my involvement in any way. I won’t here go down the 
list of projects, valued at significantly over a quarter of 
a billion dollars, that I helped secure funds for during 
my years of service. Suffice to say, my reward is the 
betterment of our communities. I am proud of each 
and every one of those investments and grateful for 
the opportunity to have helped in some way.

As for the “clapping and high five-ing” after the 
passage of the Reproductive Health Act in Albany 
earlier this year, while I am proud of my vote in favor, I 
understand that many people did not support it. That 
said, I did not clap or high five, Bruce. In fact, I was very 
public and sincere in my criticism of those who over-did 
it, for example, by lighting public buildings in pink in 
celebration. I do though understand the reaction of 
some of the folks who have worked so hard for so long 
to finally see the protection of women’s reproductive 
health be clearly spelled out in New York law.

We do agree on one thing, however. Like you, I 
believe the playground should be named for someone 
far more worthy than me. I was honored to lead the 
charge to name the entire complex for Father Edmund 
Burke. Without him, it never would have happened. I 

was equally honored to have a plaque installed at the 
entrance to the beautifully renovated gym to remem-
ber the deceased child of Patricia Sullivan Clausi, the 
brave woman whose tenacious vision is what you see 
there today and who fought for it every step of the way, 
while also suffering the deep grief over the loss of her 
son. I hope the Archdiocese heeds your suggestion.

Kevin A. Cahill
Member of Assembly, 101st District

Journalistic fraud, continued
The May 12 New York Times propaganda piece 

by columnist William Broad should not escape more 
scrutiny. The ridiculous assertion by Broad, that there 
is no science to back up the claims of those protesting 
involuntary exposure to microwave radiation and 5G, 
is journalistic malpractice and fraud. Available to all 
who know how to do a simple Google search for a 
PDF is the Naval Medical Research Institute Report 
of 1971 with a bibliography that lists 3,000 citations of 
studies of “Reported Biological Phenomena (Effects) 
and Clinical Manifestations Attributed to Microwave 
Radio Frequency Radiation.” A third of those citations 
are at non-thermal levels, which is below the FCC’s 
obviously inadequate maximum exposure guidelines. 
Also available with an online search is NASA’s 1981 
“Raines Report” based on occupational exposures 
to non-thermal microwave/radiofrequency EMF’s. 
Another search should be for the “Bolen Report” of 
1994 put out by the Rome Laboratory of the U.S Air 
Force, who stated: “Experimental evidence has shown 
that exposure to low intensity radiation can have a 
profound effect on biological processes.”

According to the fraudulent logic in Broad’s article, 
Russia must have infiltrated our military and NASA, 
and is spreading Russian disinfo also. 

Furthermore Broad overlooks the peer-reviewed 
process, which keeps an eye on outlandish claims by 
any scientific study submitted to a medical journal. 
That being said there are over 30,000 unchallenged 
peer-reviewed medical studies that document the 
biological effects of electromagnetic radiation (EMF) 
at low levels: http://www.justproveit.net/studies 
(5,000+), EMF-portal.org (28, 247) and powerwatch.
org.uk (1,659). 

Yet there are those who continue to assert there are 
no bioeffects of EMF below the thermal range, like the 
industry-captured agencies of the FCC and ICNIRP. 
Two important bioeffect facts not mentioned are the 
filming of Spirochete-bacteria in Lyme disease doc-
umented being very agitated when exposed to EMF, 
making mild symptoms severe and EMF exposure 
increasing nasty mold production by 600 fold, both 

conditions currently epidemics on the East Coast.
How is it a science journalist and senior writer for 

the NYT ignores these facts and has no understanding 
of the EMF link with the epidemics of diabetes, au-
tism, neurological and reproductive disorders and the 
worrisome fact that every square inch of the earth will 
be irradiated with 5G if not stopped? Upton Sinclair 
answers: “It is difficult to get a man to understand 
something, when his salary depends on his not un-
derstanding it.” Visit thetruthsayerswoodstock.com 
and ehtrust.org for more info. 

Steve Romine
Woodstock

Keep lid on air travel fees
LaGuardia Airport is in the middle of an epic 

renovation. The $8 billion, half-complete makeover is 
already wowing passengers with redesigned terminals 
and sleek, 55-foot windows.

Across the country, many other airports are fol-
lowing LaGuardia’s lead and sprucing up their own 
facilities. But annoyingly, they’re trying to stick pas-
sengers with the bill. Airport operators are lobbying 
Congress for permission to dramatically increase fees 
on travelers.

Such hikes might make sense if airports were in 
dire financial straits. But they’re not. Airports are 
sitting on billions of unspent dollars. Representative 
Antonio Delgado, who sits on the pivotal House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, could 
save his constituents a considerable sum of money by 
squelching this unnecessary fee hike.

The fee in question is officially known as the pas-
senger facility charge. Most travelers don’t notice the 
PFC since it’s included in the price of a ticket, like a 
nondescript tax. Current law allows airports to collect 
up to $4.50 in PFCs on each leg of a customer’s jour-
ney. Now, some airports want Congress to eliminate 
that cap entirely.

That would be absurd and unnecessary. Airports 
are raking in $6.7 billion annually in passenger taxes 
alone. Airport revenues recently hit a record high of 
nearly $30 billion thanks to parking fees, rental car 
commissions, restaurant leases, and other similar 
sources of income.

This revenue will continue to grow. By 2037, Amer-
icans will fly 65 percent more miles than they do today, 
according to Federal Aviation Administration estimates. 
That means more flights — and thus more PFC revenue.
Airport operators say these forecasted revenue increas-
es won’t be enough to fund infrastructure projects.

That claim is dubious. Many airports are carrying 
out large-scale renovations just fine without a PFC 
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increase. Chicago O’Hare is undergoing an $8.5 bil-
lion expansion. LAX in Los Angeles is building a $5 
billion railway to connect its terminals. A projected 
$10 billion rebuild of New York’s JFK airport is in its 
early stages.

And there’s almost $7 billion in uncommitted 
money sitting in a federal trust fund that’s specifically 
earmarked for airport renovations. That trust fund is 
expected to grow seven-fold in the next decade to $48 
billion. If airports were truly in need of cash, they’d tap 
this trust fund rather than letting it balloon.

Raising the PFC would deter many New Yorkers 
from traveling for weekend excursions and family va-
cations. Domestic flights out of Albany International 
Airport cost $409, about 20 percent more than the 
national average. Eliminating the PFC cap could in-
crease that family’s travel bills by hundreds of dollars 
annually, making such trips untenable.

Raising the PFC could also harm small businesses. 
Domestic business trips cost an estimated $990 on 
average, with international trips costing upwards of 
$2,500. Tax hikes could put crucial growth opportu-
nities out of reach for Empire State entrepreneurs.

Airports are thriving and upgrading their facilities 
with the current PFC. It’s up to Congressman Delgado 
and other members of the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee to swat down the airport 
lobby’s unnecessary requests for fee hikes.

J. David Mahoney

(Editor’s note: Mahoney is the chief executive officer 
of Noble Gas Solutions, headquartered in Albany.)

IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Beautiful city
D

riving around Newburgh last Au-
gust, New York Magazine writer Simone 
Kitchens got the sense that some kind of 
change was going on. Many newcomers, 
“drawn to the incredibly affordable, stately 

housing stock and growing creative communities,” 
were moving in, she said. Might Newburgh have the 
potential to become the next Hudson, “the onetime 
working-class town where antique lamps now go for 
$7,000?” 

But Kitchens’ tale included a cautionary note. The 
author wondered whether Hudson’s revival, which had 
resulted, she said, in longtime residents being priced 
out of the community, might not have constituted 
“a kind of cautionary tale for these developing small 
towns, which, after struggling through decades of 
decline, are showing glimmers of a turnaround and 
are intent on growing a different way.”

The reporter visited three Hudson Valley communi-
ties, which to emphasize their degree of transformation 
she labeled New Newburgh, New Catskill and New 
Troy. Once downtrodden, she wrote, the three hot 
urban newbies were now hoping their recent welcome 
revitalization “doesn’t get out of hand.”

@Cheapoldhouses is a very popular Instagram 
account that features affordable properties with some 
architectural distinction such as New York Magazine 
found. The site is run by historical preservationist 
Elizabeth Finkelstein, a Nyack resident who calls 
Cheapoldhouses “the most architecturally intact rabbit 
hole you’ve ever fallen down.”

Most of the rundown but elegant properties are in 
Midwestern or Northeastern places — like the small 
cities of the Hudson Valley and the rest of upstate New 
York — that have in the last half-century failed to find 
new sources of money to replace those provided by their 
now-disappeared manufacturing bases. Their housing 
stock reflects the memory of a vanished past prosperity. 

What the Hudson Valley has that other parts of 
upstate New York haven’t is nearness to New York 
City, the largest agglomeration of knowledge workers 
in the United States and perhaps the world. Young 
New York City artists and knowledge workers, some 
well-to-do and others of more limited means, have 
been moving to the small formerly blue-collar cities 
of the Hudson Valley. At the same time, an increasing 
number of Hudson Valley commuters are traveling 
southward to jobs in the New York City metro area. 
Finally, the flexibility many enjoy in the tech-driven gig 
economy encourages young people to think they can 

make a living outside the expensive big-city rat race.  
Some house-hunting pilgrims choose one distinc-

tive Hudson Valley community, others another. Some 
move entirely, some buy cheap second homes, and 
some commute. Each small city has its unique mix of 
characteristics, its own special sauce. One size doesn’t 
fit all. Each community must find its own path to 
turnaround, each must find its own balance between 
providing what the newcomers want most and safe-
guarding what the existing community values most.

“Whether returning Beacon to its 
heyday or rebuilding its cityscape in antic-
ipation of newcomers, the developers have 

a vision to advance,” wrote reporter Arvind Dilawar 
in The New York Times in an article titled “Booming 
Beacon” on March 3 of this year. “Residents may dis-
agree and continue to fight against what they see as 
the destruction of their city, but even they recognize 
that they need to provide a comprehensive alternative 
for Beacon’s future.”

Booming, Beacon is. A local reporter for The High-
lands, Jeff Simms, listed the number of new residential 
units in a dozen developments approved in Beacon in the 
past five years. The total count came to an astounding 
790. The 2010 federal census listed Beacon’s population 
as 15,541. With that kind of increased housing stock, 
the census estimate predicting a continued decline in 
Beacon’s population is likely to be incorrect.  

Dilawar’s story focused on one development, 344 
Main Street on the corner of Eliza and Main streets, 
which contains commercial spaces on its ground floor 
and 24 rental apartments on its three upper floors. 

Beacon city government says one- and two-bed-
rooms at 344 Main will soon be available under the 
workforce affordable housing program, with rents 
starting at $1,508 per month. A number of two-bed-
room market-rate apartments are available with rents 
starting at $2,500.

A New York Times photo caption says 344 Main, 
located a block from the Colonial Revival fieldstone 
post office built in 1937 (complete with an interior 
mural of a map and landscapes of the region painted 
by Woodstock WPA artists Charles Rosen and Clarence 
Bolton), “towers over the rest of the block.” It’s bigger, 
all right, out-of-scale and not exactly right-sized. But 
“towers over” ventures into the hyperbolic.  

(DROP CAP) Developers have been seeking to meet 
the demand for housing. Supply has been lagging. 
The development process takes time. Some com-

munity residents worry about proposals diluting the 
special character of their communities. They also see 
development as increasing gentrification, displacing 
poorer service workers in favor of better educated, 
more privileged young knowledge workers.

Others, including most developers, are quick to pin 
the Nimby label on their opponents. They see relaxed 
regulation and more permissive zoning as the path 
toward greater housing supply. Whether housing was 
market rate or affordable, there’d be more of it for more 
people, spurring more and better economic growth. 

The academics who have studied these issues are 
divided. As the price of housing rises, those on the 
lower-paid side of the economic divide, who must 
spend more of their income on housing, inevitably 
experience greater economic pressure. Will the rising 
tide lift all economic boats? Or will the poorer folks 
have to abandon ship, leaving the now-more-attrac-
tive inner-city housing stock to those who can better 
afford it?

Failures in housing markets can certainly retard 
economic growth. But will permitting market-rate 
housing without a substantial contribution for afford-
able housing solve the problem? That’s what’s doubtful.

“Upzoning is far from the progressive policy tool 
it has been sold as,” claims a new study by economic 
geographers Michael Storper and Andres Rodri-
guez-Pose. “It mainly leads to building high-end 
housing in desirable locations.” 

The additional market-rate housing, they argue, 
mostly attracts skilled workers, bringing more money 
into the community. But the cost of housing goes up 
for everybody, edging lower-paid workers out of the 
community. Greater density alone is likely to increase 
displacement. 

What will increase value for everyone? A 2019 study 
by Gerald Carlino and Albert Saiz published by the 
Philadelphia Federal Reserve Bank found that both 
large and small cities with more attractions and more 
picturesque locations had a significant edge when 
it came to growth in population and jobs. Studying 
American cities from 1990 to 2010, the authors called 
this focus on urban amenities “the beauty premium.” 
Don’t dilute what you have, they said. It’s what gives 
you your comparative advantage over other places. It’s 
why these smart new people choose you. They want 
to be part of what you’ve got. 

This paper found a significant statistical rela-
tionship between lifestyle amenities and economic 
development within metropolitan areas. Access to 
a central recreational district proved an important 
determinant of demographic change and economic 
evolution of city neighborhoods.  

Other recent studies have pointed to the concentra-
tion of recent economic growth in the large “superstar” 
cities. The Carlino and Saiz paper, “Beautiful city: 
Leisure amenities and urban growth,” found that the 
beauty premium was unaffected by city size. Smaller 
and medium-sized places with more parks, historic 
buildings, proximity to water and mountains, and 
clearer skies and less rain were perceived as beautiful 
as well.

PHYLLIS McCABE 

ELIZABETH GEIGER, 7, OF STONE RIDGE, shows her dog, Sadie, a 4-year-old cockapoo, how to jump the 

hurdle at the fourth annual Mutt Strutt at Kingston Point last weekend. The event, which included seminars, 

demonstrations, vendors and contests, was sponsored by the Kingston Sunrise Rotary Club and SUNY Ulster’s 

Vet Tech Department.

Persuading 
Sadie
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