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The starting line for the Cahill Classic 5k held Saturday, May 18.

School budget passes
Vote margin is similar to last year

S augerties school district voters 

on Tuesday overwhelmingly approved 
a $65.3-million budget, with about 64 
percent the votes in the affirmative. 
The vote was 670 in support of the 

spending plan and 345 opposed. The budget meets 
the state’s cap of a 2.67 percent tax levy increase. 

Also in unofficial results, three incumbents on 
the school board of Education ran unopposed in 
their bids for three-year terms. Paul VanSchaack 
picked up 772 votes, while Katie Emerson-Hoss got 
760 and Elena Maskell received 758). 

“On behalf of the district I would like to thank 
the Saugerties community and the voters for their 
continued support of the district,” said interim 
superintendent Lawrence Mautone. “I would also 
like to express my gratitude to all the individuals 
that worked at the polling sites and to all those in 
the district that assisted in the process.”

Primary changes in the budget include elimina-

tion of a guidance position, two elementary teaching 
positions, and the trimming of work schedules to 
part-time for some instructional staff. 

While some positions were eliminated, the 
budget allowed the district to add another full-time 
school psychologist. And in addition to maintaining 
courses, including AP and college-level classes and 
extracurricular activities like the arts and athletics, 
the budget adds three new courses based on student 
interest: computer science, coding/robotics, and 
horticulture. All four elementary schools will now 
offer pre-kindergarten classes. 

“Our goal was to shift resources to better meet 
student interest and need, while also being fiscally 
responsible,” said interim business official Donald 
Gottlieb in a district newsletter last week. “Reducing 
positions is never easy, but we are responding to a 
drop in population, so it was a necessary step to 
ensure we are able to maintain quality programming 
for students.”

The proposed spending plan is an increase 

of $1,321,490 over the 2018-19 budget, in large part 
due to increases in instructional, general support 
and transportation costs. The greatest increase, 
$606,027, was seen in the instructional teach-
ing line, though there were other jumps as well. 
Contract transportation increased by $336,559 to 
$28,834,318; and while employee benefits increased 
by $125,383 to $17,940,642, the rise was less than 
initially anticipated by school officials. 

The budget vote breakdown was nearly identical 
to the tally one year ago, which passed by a 663-345 
tally. For a second straight year, just over a thousand 
voters turning up at the polls. By contrast, some 
1600 votes were cast on the 2017-18 budget, which 
passed by a thumping 1104-496 count.

The school board will meet this coming Tuesday, 
May 28 to open and tally affidavit ballots and accept 
the overall voting results. 

 – Crispin Kott

WAWRO WAWRO 
CHALLENGED CHALLENGED 
BY LEVINEBY LEVINE



2  •  May 23,  2019   saugerties times



saugerties times   May 23,  2019  •  3

POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

m 

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

woodstockhvac.com 
845 663-2274   |   fax 845 663-2276   |   65 Prince Street, Kingston, NY

2019 BEING THE CENTENNIAL YEAR FOR BOTH THE

 American Legion & Lamouree-Hackett  
American Legion Post 72 

We are planning a number of events to take place  
during the course of the year in celebration of these events  

& centennial of the end of 
World War One

Lamouree-Hackett American Legion Post 72
30 John Street 

Welcomes Veterans and visitors to 

The Veterans History Museum 
Located at American Legion Post 72 Home will be open 

to the public for tours by contacting the 

Post at:  845 -246- 6769 • alegion72@hvc.rr.com

&/or William Payne at:  518-588-5462 • wpayne@hvc.rr.com

                                                      

Plans for fall of 2019

 Centennial  
Celebrations 

10/16 Centennial Dinner 

10/19 Centennial Military 
Parade  

10/20 Post 72  
Open house 

Veterans History  
Museum &  

WWI Re-enactors

Saugerties American Legion Post 72: 
https://www.facebook.com/SaugertiesAmLePo72/

The Veterans History Museum of Saugerties: 
https://www.facebook.com 
/The-Veterans-History-Museum-of-Saugerties-NY-484121475406114/

Our Saugerties Veterans:  
http://www.oursaugertiesveterans.com/

Visit our Facebook pages & websites:

SPRING
CLEAN UP!
CLEARING AWAY LEAVES, 

BRANCHES & CLUTTER

HAULING AWAY DEBRIS

RE-EDGING AND  
CLEANING GARDEN BEDS

RE-SEEDING

PRUNING

845.399.3186

Serving the Community for over 55 years

Cleaning and Storage
Wedding Gown Heirlooming

PICK-UP AND DELIVERY
AVAILABLE IN SAUGERTIES

OPEN Monday, Tuesday & Friday 7:30 am - 6:30 pm

 845-246-8990 

We
Clean
UGGS

OPEN Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 7:30 am - 6:30 pm

Everything 
Ulster Publishing 
 now in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com

Kuhn admits guilt in DWI crash
A Saugerties man pleaded guilty to the felony 

of vehicular assault and the misdemeanor of driv-
ing while intoxicated in Ulster County Court last 
week. John Tyler Kuhn, 35, admitted to being drunk 
while driving and striking a tree alongside Route 
32 on Jan. 6, which launched two passengers out of 
the backseat of his Mercedes-Benz convertible and 
trapped a third in the vehicle’s crushed passenger 
bay after it rolled over several times. Two of the pas-
sengers, 23-year-old Brittany Ruskie of Saugerties 
and 24-year-old Keishawn Blanch of Kingston, were 
airlifted to Albany Medical Center for what author-
ities called “catastrophic,” life-threatening injuries; 
Kuhn, other than facial lacerations, was unscathed.

A police investigation, carried out by the Sauger-
ties Police Department, state police and the Ulster 
County District Attorney’s Office, determined that 
Kuhn ignored a double yellow line, attempted to 
pass another vehicle at a high rate of speed and lost 
control of his vehicle when he swerved to avoid a 
head-on collision with an oncoming vehicle. He ad-
mitted during plea proceedings on May 17 that he 
had been drinking alcohol to the point of intoxication 
before the crash. 

Kuhn’s sentencing hearing is scheduled for July 
19 in Ulster County Court before Judge Donald A. 
Williams.

- Christina Coulter

Two tangle, both get charged
Two Saugerties women were charged with mis-

demeanors, town police said, after a neighborhood 
dispute in Bishop’s Gate devolved into threats and 
destruction of property on May 9. Police said that Ol-
ivia M. Brown, 19, smashed a cell phone belonging to 
April Joyce, 41, on the ground, incurring for herself 
the charge of fourth-degree criminal mischief. Joyce 
then allegedly threatened Brown with physical inju-
ry, police said, resulting in a charge of second-degree 
harassment. Both parties were processed at police 
headquarters on May 14 and will go to town court 
on May 29 to answer their charges.

- Christina Coulter

DWI-drugs alleged
A 911 caller alerted police to a slurring man at the 

Route 9w QuickChek who was struggling to pump 
gas around midnight on May 16, town police said. 
Police said that James M. Vanvalkenburg of Palen-
ville, 48, was under the influence of drugs; he was 
charged with the misdemeanor of driving with ability 
impaired by drugs and released to a third party.

- Christina Coulter
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A farewell to URGENT
Town makes withdrawal from countywide task force official

T own officials voted to officially 

withdraw from the Ulster Regional 
Gang Enforcement and Narcotics Team 
(URGENT) at last Wednesday’s town 
board meeting, deciding instead to lend 

an officer from the Saugerties Police Department to 
a special domestic violence task force, the Family 
Violence Unit, within the county Department of 
Social Services.

The decision, according to Saugerties Police 
Chief Joe Sinagra and Town Supervisor Fred Costello 
Jr., was fiscally driven; while the town suffers a bit 
of a financial loss by lending a cop to URGENT, 
the town will receive $75,000 from the county per 
year for the two years for its participation in this 
new program.

“I have mixed feelings about it,” said Costello. 
“Clearly, we like every other community, is struggling 
with the opioid problem and I think our enrollment 
in URGENT is a vital component to combating that 
trend. I hope that at some point we can participate 
again in a narco unit, but a narco unit is beyond 
the means of our police department to do alone. 
URGENT will play a valuable role. I’m hopeful that 
in the future we can be back in, but for now our 
budget can’t support that and we’re just going to 

have to work closely and share leads with URGENT.”
Costello said Saugerties had been affiliated with 

URGENT for over two years.
Officer Ryan Hamill will be shifted from UR-

GENT to the new program. His salary of $62,000 
per year, leaving additional funds left over from the 
county’s allotment. Hamill will be assigned to cases 

concerning domestic violence and sexual violence 
against children throughout the county, but Sinagra 
said that the officer could be assigned to just cover 
cases in Saugerties if his presence is needed in the 
community.

“We have a very serious domestic violence issue 
in Saugerties that we’ve been trying to address for 

years,” said Sinagra. “We’ve been trying every ave-
nue we can to combat and bring about awareness 
about domestic violence and that victims can get 
help. We have both male victims and female vic-
tims; we have children that are victims of domestic 
violence — domestic violence doesn’t discriminate. 
So we want to take every measure we can in order 
to address the issues.”

County Department of Social Services Commis-
sioner Michael Iapoce, who attended the May 15 
town board meeting where the decision was made, 
said Hamill would work with a team of four other 
area officers and respond to an estimated 450 cases 
per year. According to town- and village-wide police 
statistics distributed by Sinagra at the meeting, offi-
cers responded to about 300 domestic violence last 
year and the year before that. In 2012, only 50 such 
instances took place. Sinagra cited that Saugerties 
has the second-highest rate of reported domestic 
violence in the county.

“[My job is] to get the biggest bang for our buck 
for our taxpayer,” said the chief. “If I can get a reim-
bursement for the officer’s time in one program or 
the other, that’s the responsible thing to do.”

- Christina Coulter
 

‘We have a very serious domestic 
violence issue in Saugerties that 
we’ve been trying to address for 

years.’ — Police Chief Joe Sinagra

Get in the 
zone?
Village planners have questions 
about auto parts store proposal

V illage Planning Board members 

seemed wary of a proposal for an 
AutoZone branch at 298 Ulster Ave., 
questioning developers on how they 
would design the building to fit into 

its suburban surroundings and whether the site’s 
driveway would worsen traffic conditions in its prox-
imity. Whether or not the addition would jeopardize 
the “harmony of the village” was discussed at length.

“We really need to see how big this is going to be 
and how high up it’s going to be,” said board chair 
Mary Lahey. “For me, that’s a big concern, how it 
marries with what’s there now. [Considering] the 
mass of the building and the lighting, I’m just con-
cerned with how it’s married to its environment.”

The storefront of the building would face Ulster 
Avenue where Route 212 and Route 32 converge, 
while the CSX railroad tracks bisecting that road 
would run along its left side and Railroad Avenue 
would lie to its right. To the right and behind the 
building are two suburban homes, the latter being 
taller than the auto parts store’s proposed height. 

“People slow down so much to go over the tracks,” 
said Lahey. “If you’re sitting there, now you’re wait-
ing for the westbound traffic but as you’re waiting all 
of these people coming from the eastbound almost 
come to a roll to go over the tracks. It’s congested 
right there.”

A vehicular study of the area in 2007 deter-
mined that about 35 trains and 12,000 cars pass 
through the area each day. Twenty years ago, the 
state Department of Transportation suggested a 
grade separation, a method of aligning two pieces 
of road at different heights, to prevent accidents 
and lessen traffic delays.

Board members were also concerned that the 

proposed building would look out of place with 
the taller residential home that would loom above 
it; foliage options to screen adjacent properties 
were discussed at length, but the project is not far 
enough along for developers to know what types of 
trees would be planted. The prospect of five-gallon 
shrubs and two- to three-foot trees, which would 
eventually grow taller, was brought up. Planning 
board members said that 18 accidents had taken 
place in the area within six and a half years. Board 
members said they were concerned about where 
the site’s driveway would be located, saying that a 
front-facing one would result in visual obstructions 
for drivers turning left out of the parking lot.

Copies of the application and plan can be viewed 
at the village clerk’s office, and the opportunity for 
the public to voice their support or concerns for the 
project is available until the board’s next meeting 
on June 12, when the project will be discussed next.

- Christina Coulter

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N1
Everything Ulster Publishing

now in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

An artist’s rendering of the proposed AutoZone. (Photo provided) 



saugerties times   May 23,  2019  •  5

FOR OVERNIGHT, SPA, & DINING RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL 888.327.7072.

Please bring this ad with you for complimentary Gatehouse admittance.

Mohonk Mountain House   1000 Mountain Rest  Road  New Paltz,  New York 12561  mohonk.com

20%
DISCOUNT ON SPA

TREATMENTS & LUNCH 
OR DINNER ACTION 

STATION BUFFETS

20%
DISCOUNT ON SELECT 

ITEMS IN THE GIFT SHOP, 
GREENHOUSE, AND 

SPA AND FITNESS 
RETAIL

$15
FOR CANOEING, 

KAYAKING, ROWING, 
AND PADDLE BOATING

Does not apply to consignment, 
antiques, Soda Fountain items, 
tobacco, CDs, and statuary.

Pricing is per boat 
per half hour

COMMUNITY DAYS AT MOHONK MOUNTAIN HOUSE

WELCOME NEIGHBORS! MAY 28-30, 2019

ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY ENTRY TO THE MOUNTAIN HOUSE AND GROUNDS.
PLUS GREAT SALES, SPECIAL SPA AND DINING RATES, AND MORE!

. HOUSE HISTORY TOURS DAILY at 11:15 a.m. to learn about the Mountain House and Smiley family

. BARN MUSEUM OPEN DAILY  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Our historic Barn features carriages, a Model A Ford, and artifacts from the last 150 years

SPECIAL EVENTS INCLUDE:

Subject to availability, does not include 
Spa packages. Spa services are for 
ages 16 and up, salon for 6 and up.
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Wawro challenged 
by Levine

District one legislature seat up for grabs

Four-term incumbent county 

legislator Mary Wawro will be chal-
lenged this November by fresh-faced 
Aaron Levine, a 30-year-old Blue 
Mountain resident who is seeking 

the endorsement of the Democratic and Working 
Families parties. Levine has worked as the assistant 
coordinator of the state Assembly communica-
tions department. Currently, he runs his family’s 
janitorial company, Extreme Facility Cleaning.
Wawro has run a family daycare, Mary’s Little 
Lambs, in Saugerties since 1994. Some 25 kids are 

currently enrolled, and talkative children can often 
be heard by constituents in the background of their 
phone conversations with their legislator. Wawro 
has five children and four grandchildren.

Levine listed his reasons for entering the race. 
“I want to run because I think, primarily, I think 
that the people of my age, the younger generation 
need to step up and get involved in politics and 
government in their communities. We’re the next 
generation that needs to step up and be involved in 
the decision-making process in our towns, counties 
and states,” said Levine. “I felt that we need to get 
involved and put our money where our mouth is 
instead of just complaining.”

A 2010 graduate with a degree in government 
and politics at Saint John’s University, Levine 
served as an intern on the staff of U.S. senator and 
minority leader Chuck E. Schumer. He worked as 
a campaign staffer for Assembly members Didi 
Barrett and Addie Jenne until 2016. He joined the 
Saugerties Democratic Committee to support An-
tonio Delgado in last year’s congressional election, 
and “decided to throw [his] hat in the ring” when 
he saw no other  Democrat coming forward in the 
county legislative district.

Levine said that he hopes to reduce the local 

property-tax burden and to draw in business and 
job opportunities. “People that I went to high school 
with that had to leave because they couldn’t find 
work here. That’s the unfortunate reality,” said 
Levine. “I want to make sure that the next gener-
ation and the people even younger than myself I 
want them to be able to own a home here, raise a 
family and put down their roots.”

Levine is concerned about protecting the en-
vironment and about the oft-discussed opiod epi-
demic. “The opiod issue... is hopefully something 
we can tackle locally on up,” he said. “I’m not sure 
how effective [combating it on a national level] can 
be, but working on the town and county level and 
working up to state legislation is the way to go on 
this. I’m sure everyone in our district has somebody 
in their family or knows somebody who has been 
affected by this.”

Incumbent Mary Wawro, 60, has put in 

work on a legislative level to raise awareness about 
opiod addiction and search for solutions. A member 
of the Hope Rocks Committee, which puts on an 
annual festival that pairs local musical talent with 
resources for those effected by opiod addiction and 
suicide, Wawro cosponsored a budget amendment 
that added an opiod abuse tip line to the sheriff ’s 
department, and has supported initiatives to fund 
Narcan training courses in Saugerties.

“We have to invest in stopping the drugs from 
hitting the streets in the first place,” said Wawro. 
“Without resourses, it’s impossible for law enforce-
ment to keep up. We need more education across 
the board. One way our youth is becoming addicted 
is through the prescription pain medication pre-
scribed for sports injuries. We have made strides in 
getting people into rehab but not nearly enough. We 
need a support system once they are out of rehab. 
Sober homes have little or no regulation. I’m not 
sure I how but I will continue to educate the general 
public on the fact that addiction is a disease. Just 
saying no to drugs isn’t working.”

This year, Wawro cosponsored the ‘Bring Your 
Own Bag’ law, which will ban the proliferation of 
plastic bags by local supermarkets in favor of reu-
seable cloth bags starting in 2020. She initiated  a 
county-wide ban on polystyrene containers. Deputy 
chair of the county legislature’s Energy and Envi-
ronment Committee, she also sits on several other 
legislative committees.

“I just wanted to make a difference,” she said. “I 
had the opportunity, it was offered to me. I took the 
challenge and I’ve enjoyed it, even though I have 
no life to myself any more. Literally every day is a 
meeting for me, but I enjoy it.”

Wawro said that her real-time experience on the 
legislature gives her a leg up in the race.
   - Christina Coulter

ACCIDENT AND INJURY ATTORNEYS
Michael E. Catalinotto • Michael E. Catalinotto, Jr.

Adam T. Mandell

Representing Victims of Accidental Injury or
Death in the Saugerties Community for Over 50 years

CALL TODAY 246-3668
3154 Route 9W, Saugerties NY 12477 • www.maynardinjurylaw.com

Maynard, O’Connor, Smith & Catalinotto, LLP

— FOR SALE —
1997 Honda Accord LX

New engine, new battery, new transmission, 
new radiator, new sound system, 

new tires & new spare.

RUNS GREAT...CLEAN CAR
$3000 OBO

(917) 568-6810

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong

Mary Wawro                                                                                    Aaron Levine               
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Dump moon 
rising
State inspectors get eyeful — and bucketsful — at Karolys sites

By Christina Coulter

A fter obtaining the proper war-

rants, state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation officials finally 
got access last Friday morning to the 
Saugerties construction and demolition 

debris dump operated by Joe Karolys.
State officials had been trying to get on to the 

Route 212 property to do testing of the materials 
dumped there; with five DEC police vehicles parked 
in front of the property, blocking the driveway; a 
video of the proceedings shows state officials col-
lecting two five-gallon buckets of fill. Samples from 
the Karolys sites on Fel Qui and Goat Hill roads 
were also taken.

The town of Saugerties, spurred on by complaints 
and worries from neighbors that the material being 
brought there — estimated by state officials at over 
20,000 cubic yards — may contain toxins that may 
contaminate nearby wells, are trying to get the 
operation shut down in court, but are awaiting a 
ruling from state Supreme Court.

We have not gotten any specific information 
about what the DEC did,” said Town Supervisor Fred 
Costello Jr. Tuesday. “We didn’t get a briefing yet.”

While Karolys, who filed a notice of claim against 
the town, reserving the right to sue Saugerties for 
allegedly defaming him and unlawfully interfering 
with his business, couldn’t stop the inspections from 
taking place, he did apparently offer his opinion on 
what was going on. At 10:13 a.m., a security camera 
from across Route 212 captured him pulling down 
his pants and underwear and displaying his buttocks 
to, published reports state, a Daily Freeman reporter.

“I don’t know how he can tell my behind from 
anyone else’s,” said Karolys when he was asked what 
inspired the rude gesture. “I never met the man.”

Later that day, Karolys gloated in a Facebook 
post: “Did anyone see that Moon [sic] yesterday?” 
Also later that day, a sign reading “#lovethyneighbor 
(no exceptions)” appeared on the site.

The DEC says the operation has been in viola-
tion of its dumping rules since 2016, and that the 
dumping site on Goat Hill Road is unsanctioned. 
But in the wake of Friday’s raid, this week the agency 
wasn’t saying much: “On May 17, DEC inspected 
three Karolys properties, including its registered 

C&D facility, in the town of Saugerties,” an agency 
spokeswoman wrote in an email to Ulster Publish-
ing. “DEC is investigating these sites to determine 
compliance with DEC’s regulations. If violations 
are found, DEC will undertake enforcement action, 
including potential penalties, to protect public 
health and the environment.”

Since the subpoenaed samples were taken, Kar-
olys has taken to social media, calling out Costello 
and posting photos of the town transfer station, a 
village of Saugerties collection site on High Street 
that visibly contains tires, garbage, insulation, 
laminate flooring and outdoor carpeting along with 
concrete, asphalt pavement and dirt. He has sent 
Ulster Publishing a spate of text messages and emails 
pointing fingers at other facilities within the town.

“It’s up to the town of Saugerties to keep their 
transfer station in order, but it’s wrong to compare 
an unpermitted unregulated dump on private prop-
erty in a residential area to a town transfer station,” 
said Catskill Mountainkeeper strategic advisor Kate 
Hagerman in response to the posts.

“We operate under DEC guidelines and we are 
annually inspected,” said Costello. “When we do 
something wrong, we correct it, there is no com-
parison to [Karolys’ operation]. If a homeowner is 
renovating a bathroom and it ends up at the transfer 
station, it is not comparable to bringing fill from 
out of state, for monetary gain.”

“Why does the town refuse to acknowledge there 
are multiple other businesses in the town accepting 
out-of-town materials (some from the same exact 
facilities in NYC that I am)? Are they putting all the 
focus on me to protect these others? If they are going 
to test they should test all of them,” wrote Karolys. 
“You don’t check one kid in the whole school for 
head lice — it just doesn’t make sense. Why only 
me? The town wants all the focus on me to protect 
itself and all the good ol’ boys.”

“It’s a bait and switch,” Costello said of Karolys’ 
accusations about other illegal and/or improper 
dump sites in town. “We all worry about our own 
sphere and he should too.”

Karolys also sent this reporter an email on May 
16, answering a series of questions about the nature 
of his business sent on April 15.

“The material is coming out of NYSDEC-ap-
proved fill transfer stations I am confident that it 
is uncontaminated,” he wrote when asked whether 

he conducts his own tests on his C&D material. 
“The material generally tested prior to starting 
a job in [New York City], and the NYSDEC and 
NYC Sanitation department check the facilities on 
a weekly basis for compliance. Any contaminated 
or ‘Hot’ loads are sent to the proper facilities out 
of state directly from the site in NYC.”

Karolys said that when material is first brought 
to his Route 212 site, the central site where fill ma-
terial is brought before it is distributed to Karolys’ 
other properties on 90 Goat Hill Road and 33 and 
43 Fel Qui Road, it’s first visually inspected for 
“unauthorized waste.” He said that he only accepts 
“RUCARBS” — recognizable uncontaminated 
concrete, asphalt, rock, brick and soil. If any signs 
of spills or odors are detected, he said, it is auto-
matically rejected.

Karolys: My family lives here
“One thing I can say to hopefully reassure my 

neighbors and the entire community is that I live 
here full-time with my wife and children,” said 
Karolys, whose home is nestled among mounds of 
fill at the Route 212 site. “There is a misconception 
that I am some out of town guy that’s dumping 
garbage in the woods and eventually I’m going to 
run away. That’s entirely not true. I grew up here ... 
We have two kids that go to Saugerties Jr./Sr. High. 
We built a beautiful home on our property at 1446 
Route 212. We are not going anywhere. If I thought 
for a second any of this material would harm my 
wife, kids, or neighbors, I wouldn’t be doing this.”

Karolys lamented that the recent attention 
brought to his business has impacted the lives of 
his entire family. He called a May 14 community 
forum held in the Saugerties High auditorium, 
attended by concerned neighbors and officials from 
several levels of government, was a “slap in the 
face” for his two children, a 14-year-old daughter 
and 13-year-old son, who attend the school: “The 
school shouldn’t have allowed that to go on where 
my kids are entitled to receive an education free from 
bias.” He alleges that a parent-teacher conference 
was held with the school’s principal present after a 
teacher made off-color comments about his father’s 
operation in class.

“Our lives have changed significantly since all of 
the push back from the town began — people look 
at my family and I like we are monsters,” he wrote. 
“It’s difficult to even go to a grocery store or gas 
station without having people make rude remarks 
or just give us nasty looks. My business has suffered 
as I think people are afraid to hire me because they 
don’t want to get into trouble.”

“Ultimately we need a resolution for this,” Costel-
lo said. “There are a lot of people whose property 
and wells ... they have questions we can’t answer 
and we need the help of the DEC and other agencies 
to get those answers.”

- Christina Coulter

In this image taken from a home security camera across Route 212 from Joe Karloys’ dump site, Karolys can be seen at far right exposing his buttocks to onlookers. 
(Photo provided) 



8  •  May 23,  2019   saugerties times

Early voting impasse
Dem, GOP election commissioners can’t agree on New Paltz site

By Jesse J. Smith

An impasse between Ulster Coun-

ty’s Democratic and Republican 
election commissioners could jeop-
ardize thousands of dollars in state 
funding set aside for early voting in 

this November’s elections.
The dispute between Democratic Commissioner 

Ashley Dittus and her Republican counterpart, Tom 
Turco, involves the location of early voting centers, 
where, for the first time in New York, ballots may 
be cast in the nine days leading up to the November 
5 general election.

Early voting was part of a package of election 
reforms passed earlier this year after Democrats 
took control of the state Senate. The law directs 
county election commissioners to designate at least 
two centers where county residents, regardless of 
where in the county they live, can cast ballots. Each 
voting center is funded with $30,000 in state aid. 
Counties may receive an additional $30,000 for 
each additional center they open. The law calls on 
commissioners to site the early voting centers based 
on population density and accessibility. Commis-
sioners must also consider security at sites where 
live ballots will reside for nine days, before being 
transported to board of election headquarters on 

Election Day and Wi-Fi capability to allow the use 
of automatically updating electronic polls books in 
place of paper ones. 

Ulster County election officials reached an 
agreement to open seven early voting centers, but 
disagreed over where they should be. Dittus said 
she advocated for sites located in Kingston and 
the villages of New Paltz, Saugerties and Ellenville. 
According to an email thread provided by Dittus, 
Turco suggested sites in like Gardiner Town Hall 
or the Rosendale Community Center to serve New 
Paltz, and Esopus Town Hall to serve Kingston.

The major sticking point, Dittus said, was her 
proposal to locate one of the voting centers at a site 
on the SUNY New Paltz campus that also serves as 
one of 83 Election Day polling sites. 

“We tried to discuss it and as soon as I pressed 
him on his objections to the New Paltz site, he 
walked out,” said Dittus. “The meeting lasted maybe 
five minutes.” 

Turco did not return a reporter’s phone call, but 
in an email to Dittus, he wrote that the SUNY site 
was set up to accommodate students, not residents 
of the area at large. The SUNY poll site has been 
unpopular with Republicans since a series of court 
decisions in the early ’90s cleared the way for stu-
dents at the college to vote in local elections. Since 
then, the campus poll site has been a reliable source 
of Democratic votes.

But Dittus argued that the SUNY site, along 

with other proposed sites like the Ulster County 
Community College satellite campus on Mary’s 
Avenue in Kingston, were chosen for their ease of 
access to the largest number of residents.

On Tuesday, Dittus said that she and Turco had 
come to an agreement on a number of sites, including 
one in Woodstock and another in Highland. But the 
SUNY campus remained a point of contention. The 
commissioners are facing a May 29 deadline to file 
complete list of early voting centers to state officials 
or risk losing the $30,000 per center allotment. 

“I will likely have to sacrifice good sites for 
funding,” said Dittus of the negotiations, “because 
I can’t get the commissioner on the other side to 
see reason, despite facts and data.” 

On Monday night, the Ulster County Legisla-
ture’s Laws and Rules committee — which over-
sees the board of elections — weighed in with a 
memorializing resolution. The resolution passed 
by the committee’s four Democrats in a party-line 
vote endorsed Dittus’ proposal for voting centers 
in Kingston, New Paltz, Ellenville and Saugerties. 
Legislator Ken Ronk (R-Wallkill) said he voted 
against the resolution because he believed it was 
up to the commissioners, not lawmakers, to settle 
the impasse. 

“The commissioners need to be adults, get back 
in the room and negotiate,” said Ronk. “[Tuesday’s 
resolution] is just, once again, an effort by Demo-
crats in the legislature to seize on a political issue.”

Open: Friday, Saturday, Sunday,  
Monday 10:30am - 6:00pm
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A LONG BATTLE

BOWLING IN SAUGERTIES

doug freese 

F LY,  S A U G E R T I E S ,  F LY :  Brian Robinson came to the library last Saturday to talk about birds of prey. Besides this handsome Harris hawk, a kestrel, an eagle owl and a vulture 

accompanied Robinson.  SEE MORE ON PAGE 15.

T he roof replacement 
of the Kiwanis ice arena is scheduled for comple-tion in the beginning of August. Engineering 

firm Praetorius & Conrad was given the 

go-ahead to complete the specifications 

at the last town board meeting of 2017. 

The project was proposed by parks and 

buildings superintendent Greg Chorvas 

in March of last year.The replacement of the entire build-

ing as suggested by Chorvas back in 

March, according to him, “wasn’t the 

cost-effective way to go.” It could have 

cost over a million dollars. The roof re-

Roof replacementGreg Chorvas hopes the work at the ice arena 

will be completed this fall 

placement, he estimates, will cost some-

where in the vicinity of $500,000.
 “Currently we have a polyethylene 

cover [for the arena],” said Chorvas. 

“When it was put on back in 2003, the 

ultraviolet protection and fire retardant 

protection was basically sprayed into 

the polyethylene fabric at the factory. 

That is starting to break down. Those 

covers had a lifespan of ten to 15 years, 

and we’re entering our 18th season.”Over a period of time, as the UV pro-

tection breaks down, a process called 

pixelation, the fabric will deteriorate as 

well, said Chorvas. “Then what happens 
Parks and buildings superintendent Greg Chorvas.
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www.amc.edu/heart

The right 
choice for 
your heart.
Hearing you have a heart 
problem is scary, but it’s 
actually common and 
easily treatable when 
you’re in the right place.
Albany Med has a dedicated 
team of cardiologists and 
surgeons who specialize in the 
most advanced heart care. 

Before you make any 
decisions, come visit us at 
Albany Med. It’s the right 
choice for your heart.

Weekend
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Ulster County Fairgrounds
New Paltz, NY
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Rt 212 (CVS Plaza), Saugerties
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  25%
 OFF 
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Clearwater executive director Greg Williams, 
Dutchess County legislator Nick Page, state 
assemblyman Jonathan Jacobson and at the 
podium Max Cordella, district director for state 
senator Jen Metzger. (Photo provided) 

Clearwater’s golden age
Recalling a time when the Hudson River needed 

a lot of help, reflecting on how conditions in the 
river have improved, and remembering there’s still 
much to be done to protect our seminal waterway, 
the Sloop Clearwater marked the 50th anniversary 
of its May 17, 1969 launching last Friday in Beacon.

Conceived by folk singer and activist Pete Seeger, 
designed by Cy Hamlin and built in , Maine, the 
Clearwater, modeled after the Dutch cargo boats 
which plied the Hudson before the age of steam, 
instantly became a symbol and rallying point for 
efforts to clean up the river. The not-for-profit 
group which manages the boat, Hudson River Sloop 
Clearwater, is one of the nation’s leading advocates 
for clean waterways.

At the rededication ceremony, as the assembled 
sang “Clearwater’s on the River,” participants mixed 
brackish salt water from the lower Hudson and fresh 
water from the upper Hudson, and Pete and Toshi 
Seeger’s young great-grandson Raiden DeGeare 
poured it over the deck.

“In the 1960s the space for leadership was dom-
inated by Vietnam, civil rights and battles in our 
country, and pollution in what might have then been 
called the Hudson Sewer,” said Hal Cohen, one of 
Clearwater’s original co-founders. “Up came Pete 
and Toshi and exerted new leadership. They led us 
through the Hudson River cleanup , Indian Point 
battles, and so much else. Now we have new chal-
lenges — 7.5 billion people, bomb trains, a warmer 
climate, melting poles and rising seas. That wasn’t 
on the menu in the 1960s. But in ‘leadership’ there 
is a ‘ship.’ Happy birthday, Clearwater, and may she 
lead us through today’s challenges to a new era.”

Catskill Center 50 years old
The Catskill Center will mark its 50th anniver-

sary with a day-long celebration and a host of fun-
filled family-focused events beginning at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 25 at the Hinchey Visitor Center on 
Route 28 in Mount Tremper. The celebration will 
feature a schedule of free activities and amusements 
for all ages.

Formal presentations start at 9:30 a.m. with the 
Catskill Center’s 50th annual meeting. Lunch will 
be available for purchase at the Marty’s Mercantile 
lunch station.

The Catskill Center’s 50th anniversary celebra-
tion also includes the publication of a book, Natu-
ral Resources: 50 Stewards of the Catskills, which 
celebrates individuals for their contributions to the 
Catskills’ environment, economy and culture. The 
book will be released at the annual meeting and 
the book’s subjects will be celebrated.

The book’s honorees includes Sherret S. Chase, 
founding president of the Catskill Center. The 
101-year-old Chase will be present at the meeting.

For more information about the Catskill Center, 
or to find a complete schedule of the day’s activities, 
visit catskillcenter.org/summergathering

Ryan takes offi  ce in June
Ulster County executive-elect Pat Ryan will take 

office on June 7. Meanwhile, the 37-year-old former 
Army officer has assembled a team of local elected 
officials, senior county staff and private-sector lead-
ers — including his onetime rival for the Democratic 
Party nomination — to hash out details of the first 
transition of power since the county executive’s 
office was established in 2009.

“I will be ready to hit the ground running on day 
one,” Ryan wrote in a press release.

Ryan said his transition team would establish 
committees to work on key issues pending his 
inauguration. The team includes members of the 
Ulster County Legislature, Ulster County sheriff 
Juan Figueroa, labor leaders, bank officials and 
Kingston businesswoman Pat Strong. 

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S
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Playoff preparations
    Sawyer softball team enters the playoffs with lots of momentum

T he Saugerties High School varsity 

softball team is playing at its best at 
the best possible moments. The team 
is heading toward the postseason with 
the wind at its back. It’s winning some 

blowouts, and it’s coming from behind.
The Sawyer girls most recently hosted Rhinebeck 

at Cantine Field last Friday, May 17, turning a 1-1 
nailbiter through three innings into a 15-2 landslide 
win. Saugerties scored five in the fourth inning and 
seven in the fifth to earn the lopsided victory. Lacey 
Schatzel earned the win on the mound, striking out 
eight while giving up just two hits and a walk over 
five innings of work. 

Jaclyn Murphy led the Sawyers at the plate with 
a double, a single and three RBIs. McKenna Alberts 
drove in a pair of runs, while Madeline Arehart, 
Amber Banas, Maddie Dodig, Sam Larsen, Erin 
Ricks, Alexis Sasso and Savannah Sirico each drove 

in a run. 
Kylie Barbato and Emily Lyons each drove in a 

run for Rhinebeck. That’s all the folks from across 
the river could come up with in terms of offense.

The game came a week after the Sawyers played 
host to Rondout Valley, winning 17-7. Finding 
themselves down 3-0 heading into the home half 
of the first, Saugerties struck back quickly, scoring 
five runs in each of the first two frames. 

Larsen put the Sawyers ahead with a three-run 
homer in the first, adding a single and another RBI 
over the course of the game. Sirico tripled twice, 
scoring on a home run by Kailey Collins. Ricks 
(double, two singles) and Devin Fitzpatrick (two 
singles, two RBI) also contributed to the offense. 

Nicole VanVoorhis earned the win on the mound 
for Saugerties, going four innings and helping her 
own cause with a pair of doubles and three RBI. 

Rondout got to within 11-7 in the fourth, in 

part due to a two-run Jessica Meyer single. But the 
Sawyers put the game away after that. 

On Wednesday, May 8, Saugerties traveled to Red 
Hook for a Mid-Hudson Athletic League matchup, 
winning 7-2 after falling behind early. Dylan Lane 
smacked a two-run first-inning single to put the 
home team up before Fitzpatrick shut off the spout 
from the mound, striking out four and allowing just 
three hits and a walk. 

Meanwhile, the Sawyer offense came alive with 
a five-run third inning. Ricks (double, single, three 
RBIs), Larsen (two singles, two RBIs), Fitzpatrick 
(two singles, RBI) and Dodig (home run, two runs, 
RBI) made crucial contributions. 

The Sawyers closed out the regular season with 
a visit to non-league opponent Pine Plains on 
Wednesday, May 22 after Saugerties Times went to 
press. With a solid 12-6 record overall, Saugerties 
has long been a lock for the postseason. The team 
will learn where and when it’ll open the playoffs 
later in the evening following the Pine Plains game. 
Full playoff coverage next week!

 – Crispin Kott 

...It’s never too early to get your TAN ON!

CELEBRATING 2 YEARS! 
Call or Text for Our Specials!
518-821-4483 • toniholland1956@gmail.com

27 Market St. • Saugerties, NY 12477

SunKissed Tanning

Get a new habit

A Saugerties Times subscription
costs less than a cup of coffee a week

Subscribe today at www.hudsonvalleytimes.com
subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com
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If you care for someone with Alzheimer’s disease, memory loss or dementia, 
you are not alone. The Alzheimer’s Association offers free support, resources 
and educational programs in your local community.

Caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia isn’t easy.

REACHING US IS.

CALL OUR 24/7 HELPLINE
800.272.3900 or visit alz.org

Supported by the NYS Department of Health
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CELEBRATION
HOPE

OF

June 6, 2019
5:30 - 9:00 pm  
Wiltwyck Golf Club
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Sanders

For Tickets go to RaisingHOPEUlster.com/events
or call Su Marcy at 845-331-4199, ext. 2

Raising HOPE is a program of the United Way of Ulster County
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POOL SALE
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FinancingAvailable

ULSTER BOCES PRESENTS

July 8 – July 11, 2019

For: Students Entering Grades 7, 8, & 9

Where: Ulster BOCES 
319 Broadway (Rte 9W) Port Ewen

Cost: $99.99 per participant per camp 

How to Apply: Call 845.331.6680  
or visit www.ulsterboces.org/NBT 

Deadline: June 14, 2019

8:30 AM to 2 PM

Robotics  
August 5 – August 8, 2019

Advanced  
Manufacturing

featuring

and
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OPINION
LETTERS

WRITE US
1. Deadline is  5 p.m. Monday for that week’s edition. 
2. Email is preferred. Send Word fi le or text in the body 

of email to saugertiestimes@gmail.com with subject 
line “Letter to the Editor.” Do not send .pdf fi les.  If 
email is not possible, send to Ulster Publishing’s main 
business offi  ce, 322 Wall St., Kingston ny, 12401.

3. Letters are sometimes edited for length.
4. All letters require a verifi able name, address and 

phone number. Only the name and town of origin will 
be printed. 

5. Be brief. Letters of 500 words may be cut down to size 
or not published. Exceptions made at editor’s discre-
tion. Ideal length for a letter is under 300 words. 

6. Libelous letters defaming individuals will not be 
printed. Better to make an argument to the point 
rather than the person. 

7. Please proofread before submitting. Post-deadline 
additions or corrections, when they are possible, are 
inconvenient for our production team. 

8. Bold, CAPS, “sarcastic quotes,” not permitted.  Italics 
are OK.

9. Letters should be addressed to the editor. No open 
letters to public offi  cials or anyone else.

10. Sign letters with just one name. If on behalf of group, 
we will print group name in addition.

Riverkeeper Thanks
As part of the annual Riverkeeper Sweep, 37 
volunteers retrieved over 1000 lbs. of garbage 
from our beautiful Saugerties shoreline at the 
Saugerties Lighthouse on foot and the shores of 
the Esopus and Saugerties Bay by kayak. Our 
loot included over 40 bags of garbage, nine tires, 
lots of blue styrofoam, an old ladder, garbage 
receptacle and an old shopping cart! Sending out 
a super big thanks to all the awesome volunteers 
who donated their time,  expertise and equipment 
to make our efforts a huge success. Thank you 
Patrick and Anna Landewe, the Village of 
Saugerties, Saugerties Times, and Stella’s Station. 
You all are the best! Our waterways thank you as 
well!

Gail Porter

I Paddle New York

Leave Maloney alone
It has been a rough and tumble road for Ulster 
County Legislator Joseph Maloney from 
Saugerties. I never met Joe before he decided 
to run for legislator when I was running for 
the town board. We may have a few differing 
viewpoints but all in all we think very much the 
same. He’s got the best interests of the taxpayers 
he represents in district 2 and to uphold the 
dignity of the seat he occupies in the Ulster 
County Legislative Chamber.  

He represents the district we reside in. 
It’s easy to dislike someone who shines a light 

on uncomfortable truths.  We’re all human.   But 
for the Ulster County Ethics Board to stoop to the 
levels they have to implicate him for some very mi-
nor allegations of wrongdoing is just ridiculous. You 

know what they say about people who point fingers 
at someone else? They’ve got three pointing back 
at themselves.

For the record, if they really wanted to take Joe 
Maloney down, are these allegations the best they 
could come up with? You don’t have to like him and 
you may never agree with him, or his unique style, 
but if you’ve ever heard him speak on the floor of 
the Chamber you’d have a tough time trying prove 
him wrong. He does his homework. 

My suggestion, for what it’s worth: leave  the 
man alone and get back to the real people’s business 
in our County. Frivolous accusations and then an Ar-
ticle 78 proceeding to find some justice wastes much 
time and treasure. Justice should have been served 
the day the board received the allegations, convened 
their board to review and dismissed the charges as 
what they amounted to; politics. We are fortunate to 
have him representing our district. I am confident 
the ruling will go in his favor.   

Paul Andreassen

Malden on Hudson

Editor’s note: Andreassen is a member of the 
Saugerties Town Board and a candidate for town 
supervisor this November.

Maloney asks tough questions
Legislator Joseph Maloney is the first in many 
years asking tough questions about Ulster County 
government business as usual, such as “pay for 
play.” He has exposed possible ethics violations 
by other Ulster County officials. Why has the 
Ethics Board found him in violation and not the 
ethics violations he has exposed? He voted on an 
employee union contract that was negotiated by 
the county executive and the CSEA and was not 
part of the negotiations team. Many legislators 
have done the same in the past when family 
members were involved. How can that possibly 
be an ethics violation? The board’s findings really 
seem like a witch hunt. He should be exonerated.

Mike MacIsaac

Saugerties

Editor’s note: MacIsaac is a member of the Sau-
gerties Town Board.

Thanks Supervisor Costello
There has been a lot of talk over the past several 
weeks about the C&D dumping that is going 

on in Saugerties by Joseph and Rachel Karolys. 
After all the things that have been written and 
said on this topic by both sides, it was reassuring 
to hear Town Supervisor Fred Costello Jr. clearly 
explain, at the community forum held on May 
14 at the Saugerties High School, what the 
potential health risks from this operation are 
and the steps the Town Board and the Zoning 
Board of Appeals have taken to stop this illegal 
and dangerous business. Supervisor Costello also 
explained what the town will do to identify and 
remedy the negative impacts of this operation 
as soon as Supreme Court Judge Mott gives the 
town his approval to once again move forward in 
enforcing its zoning law.

It is also due in no small part to Supervisor Costel-
lo’s numerous requests to the DEC to do something 
about this situation that the DEC finally, on May 18, 
entered the Karolys property unannounced to take 
samples of the C&D and to examine the Karolys 
financial and reporting records. Thank you, Super-
visor Costello, for staying on top of this urgent issue 
and making the DEC finally do their job!

Sara Henderson

Saugerties

Time to stop divide and 
conquer
We’re in this together, men and woman, whites 
and blacks, Christians and Jews, and even rich 
and poor. We all breathe air, drink water and eat 
food that the Mother Earth has supplied to us.
The question is can we act quickly enough to 
stop the severe Climate Change that has already 
begun? The time to sit back and watch the show 
is over. We must come together now to fight for 
the rights of life on earth.  
Let’s remember that there are more of us than 
there are of “them.” The richest 1 percent own 
half of the worlds wealth. I just found out that the 
richest countries in the world are  now listed in 
different orders online, however when looking it 
up, I was surprised that we don’t reach the top 10 
on some of the statistics. But, is money the most 
important gift that we have? I don’t think so.  
We invented dollars and cents in the late 1600’s, 
and they seem to have taken over our true 
wealth: “clean air, food and water.” We all have 
to join the fight for Mother Nature now, and it 
seems to me that we must start with equal rights 
for all.  
I just found out that there are over two thousand 
billionaires in the world and one of the few that I 
can see that has a heart is the chairman of Vista 
Equity Partners, Robert Smith, a black billionaire 
who has recently decided to pay off the student 
loan debt for 400 students  at Morehouse College.
Warren Buffett and Bill Gates also donate to 
charities, but Buffett came out and admitted  
that he pays a lower percentage of taxes than 
his secretary and his other employees, since he 
knows how to put his money in stocks, rather 
than income.  
What I want to point out is that money isn’t 
everything that counts. Have you seen the beauty 
of our trees and flowers this spring? They weren’t 
manufactured, they were a gift from the Mother 
Earth. 
Remember this is the 50th anniversary of the 
Woodstock Festival, and there will be lots of 
meetings coming up this summer. Let’s try to get 
out to as many of them as possible and make our 
voices (maybe through music?) be heard for the 
benefit of our Mother Nature and move forward 
to a less toxic planet while we still can.

Jill Paperno

Glenford
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Beautiful city

D riving around Newburgh last 

August, New York Magazine writer 
Simone Kitchens got the sense that 
some kind of change was going on. 
Many newcomers, “drawn to the 

incredibly affordable, stately housing stock and 
growing creative communities,” were moving in, she 
said. Might Newburgh have the potential to become 
the next Hudson, “the onetime working-class town 
where antique lamps now go for $7000?” 

But Kitchens’ tale included a cautionary note. 
The author wondered whether Hudson’s revival, 
which had resulted, she said, in longtime residents 
being priced out of the community, might not have 
constituted “a kind of cautionary tale for these 
developing small towns, which, after struggling 
through decades of decline, are showing glimmers 
of a turnaround and are intent on growing a dif-
ferent way.”

The reporter visited three Hudson Valley 
communities, which to emphasize their degree 
of transformation she labeled New Newburgh, 
New Catskill and New Troy. Once downtrodden, 
she wrote, the three hot urban newbies were now 
hoping their recent welcome revitalization “doesn’t 
get out of hand.”@Cheapoldhouses is a very pop-
ular Instagram account that features affordable 
properties with some architectural distinction 
such as New York Magazine found. The site is run 
by historical preservationist Elizabeth Finkelstein, 
a Nyack resident who calls Cheapoldhouses “the 
most architecturally intact rabbit hole you’ve ever 
fallen down.”

Most of the rundown but elegant properties are 
in Midwestern or Northeastern places — like the 
small cities of the Hudson Valley and the rest of up-
state New York — that have in the last half-century 
failed to find new sources of money to replace those 
provided by their now-disappeared manufacturing 
bases. Their housing stock reflects the memory of 
a vanished past prosperity. 

What the Hudson Valley has that other parts of 
upstate New York don’t have is nearness to New 
York City, the largest agglomeration of knowledge 
workers in the United States and perhaps the world. 
Young New York City artists and knowledge workers, 
some well-to-do and others of more limited means, 
have been moving to the small formerly blue-collar 
cities of the Hudson Valley. At the same time, an 
increasing number of Hudson Valley commuters 
are traveling southward to jobs in the New York 
City metro area. Finally, the flexibility many enjoy 
in the tech-driven gig economy encourages young 
people to think they can make a living outside the 
expensive big-city rat race.  

Some house-hunting pilgrims choose one dis-

tinctive Hudson Valley community, others another. 
Some move entirely, some buy cheap second homes, 
and some commute. Each small city has its unique 
mix of characteristics, its own special sauce. One 
size doesn’t fit all. Each community must find its 
own path to turnaround, each must find its own 
balance between providing what the newcomers 
want most and safeguarding what the existing 
community values most.

 “Whether returning Beacon to its hey-

day or rebuilding its cityscape in anticipation of 
newcomers, the developers have a vision to advance,” 
wrote reporter Arvind Dilawar in The New York 
Times in an article titled “Booming Beacon” on 
March 3 of this year. “Residents may disagree and 
continue to fight against what they see as the de-
struction of their city, but even they recognize that 
they need to provide a comprehensive alternative 
for Beacon’s future.”

Booming Beacon is. A local reporter for The 
Highlands, Jeff Simms, listed the number of new 
residential units in a dozen developments approved 
in Beacon in the past five years. The total count 
came to an astounding 790. The 2010 federal 
census listed Beacon’s population as 15,541. With 
that kind of increased housing stock, the census 
estimate predicting a continued decline in Beacon’s 
population is likely to be incorrect.  

Dilawar’s story focused on one development, 
344 Main Street on the corner of Eliza and Main 
streets, which contains commercial spaces on its 
ground floor and 24 rental apartments on its three 
upper floors. 

Beacon city government says one- and two-bed-
rooms at 344 Main will soon be available under 
the workforce affordable housing program, with 
rents starting at $1508 per month. A number of 
two-bedroom market-rate apartments are available 
with rents starting at $2500.

A New York Times photo caption says 344 
Main, located a block from the Colonial Revival 
fieldstone post office built in 1937 (complete with 
an interior mural of a map and landscapes of the 
region painted by Woodstock WPA artists Charles 
Rosen and Clarence Bolton), “towers over the rest 
of the block.” It’s bigger, all right, out-of-scale and 
not exactly right-sized. But “towers over” ventures 
into the hyperbolic.  

Developers have been seeking to meet the de-
mand for housing. Supply has been lagging. The 

development process takes time. Some community 
residents worry about proposals diluting the special 
character of their communities. They also see de-
velopment as increasing gentrification, displacing 
poorer service workers in favor of better educated, 
more privileged young knowledge workers.

Others, including most developers, are quick to 
pin the Nimby label on their opponents. They see 
relaxed regulation and more permissive zoning as 
the path toward greater housing supply. Whether 
housing was market rate or affordable, there’d be 
more of it for more people, spurring more and better 
economic growth. 

The academics who have studied these issues 
are divided. As the price of housing rises, those 
on the lower-paid side of the economic divide, 
who must spend more of their income on housing, 
inevitably experience greater economic pressure. 
Will the rising tide lift all economic boats? Or will 
the poorer folks have to abandon ship, leaving the 
now-more-attractive inner-city housing stock to 
those who can better afford it?

Failures in housing markets can certainly retard 
economic growth. But will permitting market-rate 
housing without a substantial contribution for af-
fordable housing solve the problem? That’s what’s 
doubtful.

“Upzoning is far from the progressive policy tool 
it has been sold as,” claims a new study by economic 
geographers Michael Storper and Andres Rodri-
guez-Pose. “It mainly leads to building high-end 
housing in desirable locations.” 

The additional market-rate housing, they argue, 
mostly attracts skilled workers, bringing more 
money into the community. But the cost of housing 
goes up for everybody, edging lower-paid workers 
out of the community. Greater density alone is likely 
to increase displacement. 

What will increase value for everyone? A 2019 
study by Gerald Carlino and Albert Saiz published 
by the Philadelphia Federal Reserve Bank found that 
both large and small cities with more attractions 
and more picturesque locations had a significant 
edge when it came to growth in population and jobs. 
Studying American cities from 1990 to 2010, the 
authors called this focus on urban amenities “the 
beauty premium.” Don’t dilute what you have, they 
said. It’s what gives you your comparative advantage 
over other places. It’s why these smart new people 
choose you. They want to be part of what you’ve got. 

This paper found a significant statistical rela-
tionship between lifestyle amenities and economic 
development within metropolitan areas. Access to 
a central recreational district proved an important 
determinant of demographic change and economic 
evolution of city neighborhoods.  

Other recent studies have pointed to the con-
centration of recent economic growth in the large 
“superstar” cities. The Carlino and Saiz paper, “Beau-
tiful city: Leisure amenities and urban growth,” 
found that the beauty premium was unaffected by 
city size. Smaller and medium-sized places with 
more parks, historic buildings, proximity to water 
and mountains, and clearer skies and less rain were 
perceived as beautiful as well.

ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

LAWRENCE JOSEPH OSWALD
SAUGERTIES...Lawrence Joseph Oswald, Jr., 86, of Dave Elliott Rd., died peacefully on 
Sunday, May 12, 2019 at The Pines at Catskill. A beloved brother and uncle, known as 
“Larry,” and “Brother,” he was born in Saugerties on June 9, 1932 to the late Lawrence 
Joseph and Ella Durba Oswald. A US Veteran, he served in the Navy during the Korean 
War and was honorably discharged in 1952. He was a quirky, gentle man who loved 
history, his family, dining and sharing knowledge. One of his nieces recalls, “He was 
our Google long, long before the internet.” His incredibly keen memory was paired 
with the gift of gab, which continued up until his last few months at The Pines, where 
he cheerfully socialized with residents and staff up until the Lord called him home.

His knowledge of trivia was unmatched. Larry could tell you which actor, politician or 
newscaster you shared a birthday with, or were the same weight or height as. He would 
be thrilled to know that he died at the same time as Doris Day and Tim Conway. 

Every time he saw any of his nieces or nephews he would get a tape measure and record 
how tall they were. Watching them grow up was probably the greatest joy of his life — 
or a close second to a fine meal prepared by his sister June or his sister-in-law Eileen. 

After serving briefly in the Navy during the Korean War, he returned to Saugerties and 
worked at Cantine Paper Mill, Cody Lumber and Great American, where he would re-
count stories about his family while he was bagging groceries. He could tell you prices 
and dates about everything and anything and would guess at a total stranger’s nation-

ality with amazing accuracy. He knew how many cars rolled off an assembly line in a certain year… who married who and for how 
long... what war happened when... and exactly what the difference was between a Japanese fighter plane and a Korean bomber, down 
to the shade of paint. He shared a lifelong friendship with his sister June, who was his primary caretaker for many years. 

Survivors include his sisters, June Oswald of Saugerties, Marion (Harold, predeceased) Schoch of Knoxville, TN and Dorothy (Jim) 
Tompkins of Tuscon, AZ; brother, George (Eileen) Oswald of Saugerties; aunt, Margaret Durba; several nieces, nephews, great nieces 
and great nephews. He was predeceased by his sister Norma Oswald.

His funeral service was held 2pm Friday at the Seamon-Wilsey Funeral Home Inc., cor. of John and Lafayette Sts., Saugerties. Burial 
will follow in the Katsbaan Cemetery. Visitation was held 1-2:00 pm Friday. Condolences may be shared at SeamonWilseyFuneral-
Home.com
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Grade 9
High Honor Roll 
Ashley Altieri, Brian Argueta, Ivan Avallone, Renee Baldwin, Mya 
Barth, Stephen Bocchimuzzo, Tyler Bodie, Emily Brink, Elise Bur-
ley, Alexandra Calderon, Ariana Catalinotto, Abigail Chase, Judah 
Copeman, Nicole Costello, Camren Creisstoff , Paul Croce, Liam 
Curtis, Ginger Defi no, Ashlynn DeRonda, Gabriella DeSantis, Maia 
Dienos, Espia Dunkley, Alivia Dyke, Olivia Elliot, Stella Emerson, 
Brynn Fisher, Eoin Fitzgerald, Robert Freer, Gabrielle Gambino, 
Marena Graham, Madilin Green, Emma Hallion, Karissa Heiss, 
Sydney Henson, Madelyn Jabs, Aidan Johansen, Caroline Johan-
sen, Audrey Kain, Tyler Knapp, Benson Kraft, Sophia Lawkins, 
Angel Lemus, Ricardo Leon, Virginia Lewellyn, Alison Lundy, Alexa 
Macek, DreamaManganiello, Tobias Matheus, Ryleigh McArdle, 
Hannah Mills, JaceMisiano, MehalMitra, Meredith Montano, Alicia 
Mooney, Heidi Mulford, Shana Nerone, Andrew Nunez, Arielle 
O’Donnell, Arya Patel, Samantha Pineiro, Caelin Piper, Jack Quin-
lan, Isabella Rabiner, Benjamin Rappoport, Jack Reece, Molly 
Reynolds, Peyton Rose, MarloRothe, Ethan Rowles-Naccarato, 
Lacey Schatzel, Brynn Shultis, Sebastian Silipo, Thane Simera, 
John Stegmayer, Autumn Taliaferrow, Ayla Trees, Mindy Tse, 
Samantha Tubby, AntoninoTuccillo, Sophie Turner, Erica Van-
Valkenburg, Tristan Villarreal, Elliot Wakefi eld, AurabelleWrolsen, 
Addison Yang, Aiden Zarcone.

Honor Roll
Sadie Albright, AsmirAyaz, Amber Banas, Christopher Brooks, 
Joseph Bubel, Allison Czebatol, Daniel DeAngelis, Casey De-
Celle, Christian Fasano, SalihGhafur, Katelyn Haberski, Connor 
Hatfi eld, Alexa Heller, Emelia Horvath, Alejandro Martinez, Kelly 
Mazariego, Nicole Moorhus, Paige Moro, HasanpreetMultani, 
AunaMuscarella-Bland, Nicole Pluchino, Kylie Rifenburgh, Jude 
Risley, GryphanRitvanen, Kai Smith, Ariana Sprague, Jace Tomp-
kins, Ryan Tyler, Erick Umana.

Credit Roll
Ava Cooper, Liam Dowdall, Sage Fanelli, Sara Goetz, Joshua 
Kosturik, Kaden Krauss, Jared McCaig, Marciano Neglia, Ariana 
Reed, Sierra Reynolds, Megan Rua, Savannah Scarpa-Meade, 
Kayle Smith, Isaiah Snyder, Joshua Swart, Kaylynn Vickery.

Grade 10
High Honor Roll 
Marie Arrandale, Simon Baker, Donovan Barros, Kimberlee Bar-
tells, Emily Bitting, Brooke Bode, Mia Bourguignon, Devlin Brooks, 
Ryan Brooks, Madeline Bucci, Sierra Carlew, Jessica Carter, Eva 

Cohan, Isabel Cordero, Carmen Costello, Molly Daggett, Meleah 
Danner, Alana DePasquale, Robert Drost, John Dumont, Abigail 
Ebeling, Kobe Edwards, Theresa Fiscaletti, Devin Fitzpatrick, 
Dylan Gallina, Aidyn Gartmann, Gillian Henderson, Rebekah Hen-
dricks, Jacobus Hockx, Jaden Incalcaterra, Sophia Kamrass, Aidan 
Kelly, Anastasia LaPeruta, Justine Lenz, Jaden Macek, Daniel 
MacIsaac, Hannah Mangione, Seth Martin, Samuel Millham, Alex 
Mooers, Jillian Murphy, Aiden North, Neve ONeal, Deacon Peters, 
Jenna Peters, Leah Podmayersky, Kaylie Quinn, Nejla Reggero, 
Meylie Reyes, Brendan Rizzo, Sabrina Roberts, Cierra Robles 
Kuriplach, Sana Saleem, Ava Salem, Michael Salmi, Charlie Sasso, 
Ryan Scott Jr, Kayla Sheeley, Molly Slater, Laila Smith, Olivia Sta-
by, Flynn Steyer, Clinton Stutzman, Evan Sullivan, Kylee Sullivan, 
Morgan Sussin, GB Sweeney, Henry Tse, Gina Tyan, Devin Watt, 
Jaden Whittaker, Sofi a Williams, Nicholas Yonnetti.

Honor Roll
Ryan Brooks, Marcella Candlin, Cole Carey, Eva Cohan, Chelsea 
Cruzado, Ava DeAngelis, Devon Dickson, Isabelle Doyle, Robert 
Drost, Vaiden Ferraro, Lyndsey Gaulin, Johanna Heppner, Justine 
Lenz, Jaden Macek, Amanda Martin, Dylan Norton, Lexi Placencia, 
Kaylie Quinn, Ariel Reuss-Panaro, Ryan Scott Jr., Aaliyah Shannon, 
Kayla Sheeley, Alexander Sirico, Flynn Steyer, Alina Vazquez, 
Autumn Williams, Jayden Williams, Valerie Williams.

Credit Roll
Ashley Beaver, Matthew Belfance, Collin Biegel, Devlin Brooks, Di-
lyn Carlson, Rayna Cooper, Joseph Hartrum Jr., Zander Luz, Dylan 
Lynch, Branden Martin, John McConnell, Brianna Mergendahl, 
Abigail Merritt, Logan Naile, Mikayla Papa, Jenna Peters, Cierra 
Robles Kuriplach, Lara Roe, Dylan Senor, Sebastien West, Aidan 
Whitmarsh, Maxwell Winnie.

Grade 11
High Honor Roll 
Comfort Akpan, Isabel Arter, Charlize Avena, Cameron Bark, 
Madelynn Bigler, Abigail Bravo, Jessica Bucci, Ethan Christian-
sen, Elizabeth Cirafi ce, Meghan Colligan, Anthony Costello, Cora 
Currey, Mark Danza, George Dienos, Randy Dodig, Erin Dudzic, 
Elizabeth Falcon, MacKenzie Feeney, Annika Fisher, Blake Fried-
man, Ty Gallagher, Alexandra Goodwin, Aidan Gruen, Shane Hart, 
Carter Jackson , Aidan Jurofcik, Tyler Keener, Xea Kirkland, Ethan 
Kleinke, Joseph Masula, Julie Mazariego, Grace Meehan, Gabriela 
Mills, Waseem Mirza, Kyla Misasi, Matthew Morgan, Mary Mullen, 
Lion Murray, Dominic Nace, Jody Nameth, IlanaNumssen, Tatum 
Padilla, Justin Perez, Nicole Peters, Jared Podmayersky, Ethan 
Quinto, Alyssa Rose, Alexis Sasso, RameroScarpa-Meade, Sha-

ranSehkon, Amy Shultis, Savannah Sirico, Morgan Sperl, Skyler 
Sprague, Sarah Stephens, Kaylie Sullivan, Lauryn Turk, Carter 
Vail, Ethan Via Pietrzak, Caleb Vickery, Jessica Vickery, Johanna 
Weeks, Aidan Wellstood, Scott Wickham, Dawson Wood.

Honor Roll
Abigail Below, Skyler Berry, Jeremiah Brown Jr., Hannah Cooper, 
Jeremy Cornelison, Cameron Costello, Sophia Davalos-Pacheco, 
Brayden DeGroat, Eric Frank, Makayla Hanley, Wyatt Hennigan, 
Imani Johnson, Graeme Knisell, Santosh Magar, Aasis Magar, Chad 
McPeek, Anthony Obermeyer, Derek Prinz, Samantha Syvertsen, 
Aidan Warren, Adrian Williams.Kayla Sheeley, Alexander Sirico, 
Flynn Steyer, Alina Vazquez, Autumn Williams, Jayden Williams, 
Valerie Williams.

Credit Roll
Gage Belnap, Michael Bigler Jr., Makenna Brewer, Christopher Ca-
vallaro, Gabriel Copeman, Bernardo Cruz, Michael Dysard II, Mike 
Garcia-Umana, Halle Kiernan, Samantha Larsen, Eugene Marshall, 
Alfredo Martinez, Mariana Martinez Castaneda, Madison Martino, 
Jazmyn Oakley, Kaylee Rutledge, Alicia Sanchez, Dominic Sasso, 
Lela Valles, Billie Wells, Elena Williams, Christopher Zehnick.

Grade 12
High Honor Roll 
Niki Bach, Carly Bailey, Jackson Baker, Daniel Ball, Mason Beck, 
Erin Blank, Taylor Brooks, Madilyn Burnett, Cheyenne Candlin, 
Mackenzie Carter, Emily Christiansen, Josie Clawson, Karley Coo-
per, Riley Cornelison, Edward Cullenen, ShyannaCurless, Jessica 
Curtis, Mercy Danner, Allyson DeCelle, Vincent DeMarco, Savan-
nah Dickerson, Amber Engwiller, Evan Ferraro, Francis Fitzpatrick, 
Irene Foster, Skylar France, Drake Grant, Madeline Gruen, Chloe 
Hanson, Emerson Jones, Jaea Kleinberg, Giona Kleinberg, Grace 
Lawkins, Laxmi Magar, Logan Martin, Maximilliano Martinez IV, 
Jacob Maskell, Lexis McCabe, Jenna McDonald, Fiona McGregor, 
Jenifer Monroy, Hilary Mulford, Jaclyn Murphy, Rebecca Naccara-
to, Morgan Nagy, Giulia Nastasi, Rebecca O’Dell, Hannah Pagerey, 
Nina Palumbo-Torres, Shaloni Patel, Elise Peters, Leonardo Ratti, 
Christopher Rea, Hunter Rivenburg, Andrew Ruff ner, Rebec-
ca Sauer, Emily Schirmer, Elizabeth Scott, Dylan Smith, Corey 
Spallino, Colden Staccio, Olivia Surprenant, Alanna Trees, Jenna 
Trees, Anna VanRoy, Eva Vazquez, Julia Voerg, Bryan Webber, 
Jensen Weeks, Raymond Williams, Hannah Yonetti, Juliette Zicot.

Honor Roll
Karissa Adickes, Daniel Babcock, Connor Beck, Kailey Collins, Mad-
ison Cunzio, Sophia Gambino, Jacob Geick, Adam Hendricks, David 
Henkel, James Jarman, Catherine Lemus Ordonez, Catherine 

HONOR ROLL
T h i r d  Q u a r t e r  –  S r .  H i g h  S c h o o l

Grade 7

High Honor Roll
Isaac Balsamo, Tanner Barros, Makenzie Below, Vanessa Biegel, 
Kyla Bondar, Eli Bowers, Catelynn Brennan, Alexandria Casiere, 
Raamina Chowdhury, Addison Costello, Samuel Cushman, Gar-
rett Decker, Amber DeGroat, Heleen Drucker, Aero Ferrendino, 
Owen Gallagher, Miya Gambino, Stephanie Gonzalez, Samantha 
Graham, Avery Hallam, Maya Hendrickson, Estelle Kamrass, Sierra 
Knapp, Johnathon Kostner, Logan LaPeruta, Elizabeth Lee, Lily 
Leong, Michele Loebbaka, Leo Loviza, Megan Lundy, Lia Mac-
Dougall, Joseph Maloney, Hannah Manganiello, Sarah Mangione, 
Steven Marin III,Noelle Marino, Isabella Martine, Emma Maxwell, 
Stephani Monroy, Andrew Mulford, Michael Mulvaney, Molly Na-
politano, Katherine Nowitzki, Gabrielle Papa, Brady Reynolds, 
Liliana Richards, Randal Richers, Nicolette Rifenburgh, Nicholas 
Sawchuk, Emily Schlosser, Alexa Schulte, Jacob Shannnon, Coo-
per Simms, Cameron Sousa, Jeremy Sprague, Nicholas Stinemire, 
Cameron Teetsel, Izabella Temkin, Daisy Travis, Natalie Tucker, 
Phaedra Wakefi eld, Emaleah West, Jacob Zicot

Honor Roll
Raya Ackert, Zaara Ayaz, Teresa Bautista, Derio Blas-Perez, 
Jackson Bucci, Wesley Carter, Gabriella Cornell, Samuel Drake, 
Thomas French, Angelica Gascot Sanchez, Genevieve Gentile, 
Gilbert Hartrum III, Caleb Hemsworth, Jahmelia James, Hannah 
Knowles, Madison Kordich, Adeline Kotsol, Benjamin Leon, Nikki 
Lucas, Katherine Mazariego, Ethan Mills, Sophia Pannitti, Anna 

HONOR ROLL
T h i r d  Q u a r t e r  –  J r .  H i g h  S c h o o l

Peterson, Mya Pineiro, Mercedes Relyea, Joseph Santiago, Hannah 
Smith, Jade Suarez, Aaron Tsukroff , Giancarlo Tuccillo, McKayla 
Weber, Damon Weishaupt, Eric Weisman, Cornell Wise-Johnson
Credit Roll
Talia Benezenhoefer, Keegan Bondar, Zachary Burns, Breena 
Cuchelo, Julia Fehring-Cocks, Gaia Franklin-Ross, Jacob Glasser, 
Timothy Hines Jr., Isaiah Hockx, Zakary Jurkowski, Joseph Karolys, 
Jason Martin, Robert McDonald, Mikayla Murphy, Ethan Myers, 
Andruw Schaefer, Jenna Welch, Bradley Williams.

Grade 8
High Honor Roll
Precious Acevedo, Emily Adorno, Ava Arehart, Madelyn Arehart, 
Angelo Arrandale, Taylor Ascarino, Abbie Ausfeld, Jenavieve Bass, 
Aiden Beare, Nicolas Bocchimuzzo, Molly Boek, Starla Bolle, Koen 
Buchter, Amilya Bull, Caitlin Burch, Collin Burley, Koen Buchter, 
Amilya Bull, Caitlin Burch, Collin Burley, Alexander Cameron, Ah-
mya Carrube, Alexander Carter, Skyler Catalano, Phoebe Coons, 
Alex Cordero, Ryan Curran, Olivia Decker, Anthony Denier, Logan 
DePasquale, Constantinos Dinos, Madalyn Dodig, Kayleigh Dolan, 
Anna Drayer, Kendall Drost, Casey Druskin, McKenzie Duford, 
Lillian Dwyer, Alexi Fallon, Amanda Fellows, Kore Ferrendino, 
Cameron France, Alexandra Garcia Perez, Lena Goode, Grace 
Grant, Mason Hagen, Zoe Hartrum, Jaylen Hearn, Fiona Horvath, 
Amy Hoyt, Emily Jones, Camryn Krauss, Austin Kuriplach, Riley 
LeMay, Ashley Lenz, Madeline Marricco, Angel Martinez, Karla 
Mazariego, Maya Mazzuca, Leanna McDonald, Jade Meneses, Ian 
Miller, Gillian Mills, Marin Musgrave, Anna Myers, Riley Naccarato, 

Ariana Newkirk, Aylin Noble-Ramirez, Anthony Numssen, Abigail 
O’Dell, Gianna Papa, Palak Patel, Charlotte Payne, Olivia Phillips, 
Liam Pineiro, Shay Ryan, Sean Sasso, Jr, Aiden Schoonmaker, 
Jessica Sedlak, Shaan Sekhon, Ava Slater, Bridget Slater, Chelsea 
Smith, Mackenzie Sullivan, Christopher Tassiello,
Lydia Tompkins, Olivia Tyan, Zeba Ulfat, Natalie Vail, Angelina 
Valles, Faith VanRoy, Jace VanValkenburg, Lucia Vazquez, Matthew 
Watzka, Sean Whitaker, Daena Wrolsen, Susan Yuan, Brooke Zito

Honor Roll
age Arastiqueti, Ava Bach, Thomas Baker, Gabriel Batista, 
James Burns, Mariah Castaneda, Louis Clearwater, Ciara Cruz, 
Cole Duff y-Lewis, McKenzie Duford, Vance Dyke, Kaeden Ellis, 
Hailey Fehring-Cocks, Natasha Finger, Zane Grant, Julian Hackett, 
Connor Hoff statter, Austin Hollis, Roan Johansen, Julio Lemus 
Ordonez, Gillian Lopez, Iain Lydecker, Arrianna Martinez, Daryl 
Mayr, Sarah McCloskey, Grace Miller, Craig Ostrander Jr, Jemilka 
Perez Gascot, Bernard Purdy Jr, Nikolas Rappoport, Noelle Re-
busmen, Adam Reid, Brianna Rodriguez, Jamie Temple, Luciano 
Trotter, Gracelyn VonAhnen, Carolina Watson, Christian Watson, 
Derek Wood

Credit Roll
Armani Castano, Bryan Castillo, Katie Cook, Christian Hockx, 
Gavin Ingrassia, Bryan Lemus, Ethan Maloney, Brian Martin, Jason 
Scheff el, Jillian Stade, Sunny Kumar Tamang,
Bianka Travis, Liam Turk, Cassidi Vedder, Mason Wamsley, Cam-
eron Weir, Jenna Wormell
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Maclary, Josue Martinez Hernandez, Riley Merritt, Torrey Michaels, 
John Monaghan, Ashley Pettengill, JakobPiratzky, Erin Ricks, Kirk 
Scarselli II, Nikole Sexton, Trevor Sirico, Connor Staby, Brooke Stade, 
Brianna Stanley, Aryona Stephens, Tyler Swanson, Zachary Swart, 
Grace VanRoy, DeLaney Vogt, Marcel Washington, Ashley Wells.

Credit Roll
Mercedes Adickes, Abigail Alexander, FrancisBeaudette, Damani 
Byrd, Eric Carmody, Zane Cornell, Bryan DeSimone Jr., Dominick 
Giarraputo, Kyle Hartrum, Marissa Hosford, Emily Ingrassia, Rick 
Janssen Jr., ShealiaKostner, Sophia Levy, Summer MacDonald, 
Nicholas Marchand, Madison Oliver, Anthony Owen, DonatPavlik, 
Daniel Severin, Nicole VanVoorhis, Dustin Walsh, Ryan Whitaker, 
Kyara Worthington.

HONOR ROLL
continued

The bar 
according to 
Mitch
Kane talks about cocktails as art, garbage cherries 
and how to tell a good tavern from a bad one

A dynamic Saugerties bartender is 

shaking (or stirring) up the local scene 
with a reverence for forgone mixology 
techniques muddled by time. Mitch 
Kane, 28, is a font of boozy knowledge. 

He prides himself on knowing at least little bit 
about each bottle behind the bar and aims to know 
his regulars’ taste buds better than they do — both 
pointing out liquors for Kane to spout off facts about 
and entrusting him to surprise them with new drinks 
are common practice among his regulars.

The experience starts before you pull up a bar-
stool. Fermenting in a jar before it reaches your glass 
are Kane’s bitters, a guarded recipe perfected over 
time. The bitters take three months and include 
17 ingredients (a few elements: bay leaves, cloves 
and anise stars).

Kane made an original cocktail for local spiciness 
enthusiast Joey Naccarato, an insurance agent and 
Anarella’s regular. Kane muddles and boils down 
Thai chili peppers along with honey and agave into 
a simple syrup. He boils it down and presses a lime.

At the bar, after rinsing the glass with elder-
flower liqueur, he mixes the homemade ingredients 
with Cointreau and an ounce and a half of green 
chili-infused vodka and then garnishes the drink 
with sparkling ginger and “smacked” sage (the 
hard-handed treatment of the herb opens up the 
aromas). Kane wagers that he’s invented about 80 
specialty drinks, two of which have been featured 
in Hudson Valley Magazine and most of which are 
carefully recorded in a binder under the bar.

I pulled up a seat, ordered a twist on a traditional 
gin fizz (embellished with lavender and homemade 
brandy cherries) and let Kane, house bartender at 
Anarella Ristorante and the Tuesday night barkeep 
at The Partition — pour me a shot of insight into 
the industry.

Christina Coulter: What eras were the best and 
worst for mixed drinks and why?

Mitch Kane: Worst by taste would probably be 
the period between the ’70s and the ’80s because 
vodka came about — that’s really where bar owners 
stopped caring about quality and cared more about 
profit. That’s when candied maraschino cherries 
came out, when vodka came out. [Bartenders rea-
soned] why muddle when you can use Smirnoff 
orange? That’s when bartenders got cheap. Worst 
era other than that for health: Prohibition, because 
people were making their own homemade stuff not 
knowing what they were doing and filling their stuff 
with cheap things that they didn’t know what they 
were.  A lot of people died in that period. During 
that era, that was the highest amount Americans 

ever drank in the past hundred years. The 
best, I would say, just prior to Prohibition 
and possibly just after Prohibition for 
two reasons. Prior, [bartending] was a 
profession, it was really respected and 
they had a high respect for quality. Right 
after post-Prohibition, it’s because a lot of 
bartenders left the country and brought 
knowledge back to this country. We were more 
open-minded. Mojitos, Mai Tai’s — we brought back 
tropical cocktails. Back in those days, bartending 
was a respected profession. If you were a mechanic, 
you were a mechanic. If you were a bartender, you 
were a bartender.

CC: What is your advice for someone who is in-
terested in breaking into the industry? What books 
would you recommend?

MK: The second you think a 16-year-old bar-
back can’t teach you anything about cocktails is the 
second you stop learning. One thing I always tell 
everyone: never look [for cocktail recipes] online. 
Wikipedia, anyone can have whatever, web results 
are never going to be a 100 percent accurate. I 
always tell everyone to have a [modern] bar book 
and a copy of the Mr. Boston Official Bartender 
Guide — [the Mr. Boston brand] makes sh---y 
booze, but they have the most traditional bar book 
you can get. You’re going to get those people who 
want the muddled bullsh-t Old Fashioned — use 
the new bar book for those people, it’s your job to 
read the person. If you want a good read about the 
history of bourbon, Bourbon Empire. It’s a really 
fun read, it doesn’t have any recipes in it but it tells 
you everything about bourbon down to the fact that 
the original guy, Captain George Thorpe, who is 
credited for inventing bourbon actually hosted the 
first Thanksgiving.

CC: How do you make a proper Cosmopolitan?

MK: [That’s contested] because of one thing 
— Cointreau. That, and people eat and drink with 
their eyes before they even taste things. So, people 
judge a Cosmo off color, whether or not you use too 
much cranberry juice. The second you see someone 
lift a bottle of triple sec instead of Cointreau, that’s 
when you know you’re not in a good bar.

CC: Do you have a go-to ratio for a proper Mar-
tini? What kind of gin do you consider to be best?

MK: It’s my job to be the expert and coach the 
customer to what they like. The thing about gin 
is it’s pretty much flavored vodka and they are so 
many flavors. It’s up to the customer, and it’s my job 
to know what they like more than they know. The 
ratio should be three ounces gin, traditionally, or 
vodka and then a half ounce of vermouth. Nowadays 
a lot of people want a dry martini, but dry means 
different [things] to per customer. First thing I ask: 
“How dry? Do you want no vermouth at all or an 
in-and-out,” which means that you put vermouth in 
the glass, swirl it and dump it out? I find that’s the 
most popular trend nowadays. My go-to vermouth 
is Antica Formula for traditional cocktails — you 
don’t use that for a traditional martini. The second 
you see Antica Formula in a bar, you know you’re 
in a good bar.

CC: What are your favorite and least favorite 
cocktail to make and why?

MK: They’re the same drink: an Old Fashioned. 
So many people around here expect a bullsh--t old 
fashioned with candied cherries that have been 
deemed inedible by the FDA — it’s been deemed 
a garnish, not a food. At most bars, they’re going 

to muddle an orange and one of those bullsh--t 
cherries. The reason that you thought you should 
muddle that fruit: [older traditions dictate that] you 
use raw sugar cubes. You’d put a sugar cube in your 
shaker, three dashes of bitters, three dashes of water. 
Basically you’re making Angostura bitters simple 
syrup. Then traditionally it’s with rye whiskey, not 
bourbon, which a lot of people don’t realize. Most 
bars have one rye if they’re lucky and nine different 
bourbons. Someone hears whiskey and there’s a 90 
percent chance that they pick up a bourbon rather 
than rye. Even though it’s a process to make a tra-
ditional Old Fashioned, I love making it and enjoy 
that someone is bringing back traditional cocktails. 
A traditional Old Fashioned is meant to have the 
oils of the orange, not the juices. You’re muddling 
the sugar cube instead of the orange and cherry. 
Once you pour it over the ice you use an orange 
swab and the oils are supposed to be up top, not the 
juices. It’s supposed to be garnished with a brandy 
cherry — an aged cherry as opposed to a candied 
cherry. Another fun fact — the Old Fashioned got 
its name because prior to this, when they started 
making cocktails pre-Prohibition, the old timers 
who just drank whiskey, they heard people talking 
about cocktails and they said, “No, give me the old 
fashioned cocktail.” What that meant was “pour me 
a glass of whiskey.” If you look it up in the dictionary, 
an Old Fashioned is a combination of sugar, bitters, 
water and a spirit.

CC: Are there any common misconceptions about 
bartending or classic cocktails?

MK: You know how often we get, “Oh, what’s 
your real job?” What people don’t realize about 
bartenders that take it as a career. They don’t realize 
that it’s not just a waitress at a diner. It’s, we take 
it as an art and we’re lucky enough if we have the 
right boss to let us play with our creativity. Also, I 
hate the term mixologist, I think that’s the term 
that someone can call you, but I hate anyone who 
calls themselves that.

CC: What are some emerging cocktail trends? 
What is the future of the mixed drink?

MK: Trends: garnishes are getting way, way more 
creative than they ever have ... With social media it’s 
more of a camera focus. People forget that garnish 
is an ingredient; the orange swab is an ingredient.

Another cocktail trend — smoking. I have a 
smoking gun where I burn different flavors like 
woodchips to infuse spirits, sometimes whiskey itself 
or I’ll infuse a syrup I make myself homemade and 
sometimes I’ll even just smoke the glass to order. I’ll 
smoke the glass, let it sit and rest, put in one large 
homemade ice cube and pour it over that. When I 
serve it, smoke is pouring out.

These cocktail machines in airports that can 
pour mixed drinks, some people are afraid that 
they’re make bartenders obsolete. There’s no way 
— a bartender has a certain touch, and they’re also 
your therapist. [Customers] come to the bar to talk 
about their cocktail, or about their bad day.

Kane’s Instagram, where he catalogues his in-
toxicating creations, can be found at kane_mitch.

- Christina Coulter
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COMMUNITY
Ivy Lodge resident turns 103
Albertina (Tina) Dean, a resident of Ivy Lodge Assisted 
Living at 108 Main St., will celebrate her 103rd birthday 
on Friday, May 24 at 12:30 p.m. in the Ivy Lodge dining 
room. Dean’s daughter and a group of local family 
members invite the community to join them and other 
residents and staff  in wishing Tina a happy birthday. 
Dean was born in Italy and lived through the horrors of 
World War II. She came to America after the war, where 
she owned and operated a successful delicatessen. 
Dean continues to thrive, coming to the dining room 
and activities in her many beautiful handmade outfi ts 
and her pearls. Anyone who wishes to attend may RSVP 
with Dr. Joan Hyde at (781) 929-3410.

Catskill Center celebrates 50th anniversary
The Catskill Center will mark its 50th anniversary on 
Saturday, May 25 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with fun, fami-
ly-focused events at the Visitor Center on Route 28 in Mt. 
Tremper. The event will include a musical performance 
by Ira McIntosh; Arm of the Sea Theater puppet theater; 
Chris Wells of The Secret City, creating art objects with 
people of all ages; the Two by Two Zoo animal fun and 
petting zoo; face-painting with Karina Marvelina; and 
hands-on tie-dying for children. Lunch will be available 
for purchase at the Marty’s Mercantile lunch station.
Formal presentations begin at 9:30 a.m. with the 
center’s 50th annual meeting. Executive Director Jeff  
Senterman will present the State of the Catskills Report 
and the Ginsberg Award will be accepted by Armand 
B. Erpf in honor of the Erpf Family. The Volunteer 
Recognition Award will be given to Michael Kudish.
The Catskill Center’s 50th anniversary celebration also 
includes the publication of Natural Resources: 50 Stew-
ards of the Catskills, which celebrates 50 individuals in 
the region for their contributions to the Catskills’ envi-
ronment, economy and culture. One of those featured 
is Sherret S. Chase, 101-year-old founding president of 
the Catskill Center, who will attend the meeting. The 
book features photo portraits by Heather Phelps-Lip-
ton and writing and interviews by Jessie Koester.
Admission to the event is free, but participation in the 
50th Anniversary Honorary Committee is encouraged. 
Fifty dollar gifts commemorating 50 years of the Catskill 
Center support the Center’s future work, and contribu-
tions at the $500 level will receive two tickets to the 

2019 Winnisook Club luncheon in Big Indian. For more 
information, visit catskillcenter.org/summergathering.

May is Trauma Awareness Month
The American Red Cross needs donors of all blood 
types to help meet the demand. Donors may visit the 
blood drive on Saturday, May 25 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 104 Wurts St., Kingston. 
Everyone who donates blood, platelets or plasma with 
the Red Cross through June 10 will receive a $5 Am-
azon.com gift card via email. Restrictions apply; visit 
amazon.com/gc-legal for details. Make an appointment 
to donate blood by downloading the free Red Cross 
Blood Donor app, visiting RedCrossBlood.org or call 
(800) RED CROSS (733-2767). 
Opening day for the Saugerties Farmers Market
The Saugerties Farmers Market opens its 18th season 
on Saturday, May 25 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Cahill 
Elementary School parking lot at 115 Main Street. A rib-
bon-cutting with local offi  cials will kick off  the season, 
which for the fi rst time is being sponsored by a local busi-
ness owner, Peggy Schwartz of Town & Country Liquors.
The market also has a new market manager. Beth 
Troxell comes to Saugerties after managing a farm-
ers market in Pennsylvania. An enthusiastic booster 
of local foods, she is also the community outreach 
coordinator for the Woodstock Film Festival. Along 
with husband, Box Troxell, a talented home cook, 
she will talk to marketgoers about making easy 
and healthful meals using local seasonal food.
Music for Opening Day will be played by favorite local 
musicians, Trio Mio, with Fran Palmieri, Bruce Hilden-
brand, Steve and Terri Massardo. 
Live music on opening day will be provided by Terri and 
Steve Massardo, founders of the John St. Jam events 
of past years, joined by Fran Palmieri and Bruce Hild-
enbrand. The Massardos who formerly ran the popular 
John Street Jam have booked the weekly music for the 
Saugerties Farmers Market for years — a gift of love 
to the community.
A cooking demo will be off ered by Sarah Chianese of 
Mangia & Enjoy, and local artist Anita Barbour will re-
turn to the Kids’ Corner to teach children how to create 
sparkling stars to decorate for Memorial Day. Master 
Gardener Barbara Bravo will be on hand with helpful 
handouts and answers for all gardening questions 
and Sakinah Irizarry will off er professional massage.
Vendors include Whitecliff  Vineyard & Winery of Gar-

diner making one of three visits this season. New to 
the market lineup is Dirty Dog Farm, whose tag line is, 
“Cows eat grass so you don’t have to.” Josh Schwab 
and Jesse Friedman Warner will come to market with 
pasture-raised beef, pork, chicken, duck, turkey, and 
eggs and make hamburgers and hot dogs for lunch 
at the market. The Turmeric Store will participate in 
the 2019 season for the fi rst time and D’Arcy Butters, 
a favorite in other local markets, will visit Saugerties 
with butters infused with herbs and spices. Ohana 
Creperie on Partition St. will also be a fi rst-time 
market participant, serving breakfast and lunch.
Early seasonal vegetables may include lettuces and 
micro greens, Swiss chard, bok choy, spinach, baby 
kale, scallions, green garlic, radishes, chicory, radicchio, 
mushrooms and a range of herbs. Look for local chees-
es, seedlings and plants, handmade garlands, elixirs, 
maple syrup and honey along with freshly baked bakery 
items, artisan-created jewelry, potions and lotions.
Recipients of SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, formerly food stamps) are also entitled to 
Fresh Connect and Saugerties Farmers Market Bucks, 
doubling the SNAP value. For more information, visit 
SaugertiesFarmersMarket.com or Facebook. 

Food pantry seeking volunteers
The Saugerties Food Pantry is seeking volunteers to 
stock shelves and give out food on Tuesday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Light cleaning is involved and 
volunteers must be able to lift 25 pounds. Volunteers 
are also needed Monday and Thursday mornings from 
9:45 a.m. to noon. No stocking is involved. For more 
information, call Marilyn at (845) 246-6885.

Chamber of Commerce mixer
The Chamber of Commerce’s May mixer will be held on 
Wednesday, May 29 at 6:30 p.m. at Smith Hardware, 
227 Main St. Light refreshments will be off ered along 
with updates on Chamber activities, including the Sailin’ 
Around Saugerties sidewalk art display in the village, 
the new Visitors Center, the 2019 Discover Saugerties 
Guide and the Sunset Concerts.

Legion to mark Memorial Day
William “Bill” Payne, U.S. Marine Corps veteran of the 
Vietnam War, will be the guest speaker at Saugerties 
American Legion Post 72’s Memorial Day service, to be 
held on the holiday’s traditional date, Thursday, May 

copy of any process against the 
LLC served is: ATTN: Brooklyn 
11-19 LLC, P.O. Box 123, 
Palenville, New York 12463. 
The LLC has been organized 
for the purpose of conducting 
any lawful business in the State 
of New York.

LEGAL NOTICE
Diaz Ambulance Board of 

Directors announces annual 
meeting on June 13th at 7:30 
PM at the station 1 Main St., 
Saugerties.  

By Secretary Brian Bre-
ithaupt  

LEGAL NOTICE
OUT TO PASTURE LLC
Notice of Formation of a Lim-

ited Liability Company (“LLC”): 
Name: OUT TO PASTURE LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 5/3/2019, 
Office Location: Ulster County, 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served, SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: 6181 Greenbush 
Road, Charlotte, Vermont 
05445.  Purpose: to engage 
in any act or activity for which 
an LLC may be organized under 
the NY LLC Law. 

 
LEGAL NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAUGERTIES 

TAX COLLECTION NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that I 

will receive taxes at the Village 
Office in the Municipal

Building, 43 Partition Street, 
Saugerties from June 1, 2019 
to and including July 1,

2019 from 8:00am to 
4:00pm excepting Saturdays 
and Sundays, during which 
period

taxes  may  be paid without 
penalty, or a check or money 
order mailed to me at the

address below. TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE that on all such 
taxes remaining unpaid after

July 1, 2019 five percentum 
(5%) will be added for the first 
month and an additional

one percentum (1 %) each 
month or part thereof until paid. 
All property upon which tax

remains  unpaid on April 1, 
2020 will be advertised for sale 
in conformity with the

provisions  of the General 
Village Laws of the State of New 
York. A $35.00 service

charge will be imposed for 
all returned checks. INSTALL-
MENT PAYMENTS: The

first and second installments 
(1/2 of tax) can be paid without 
interest up to and including

July 01, 2019. After that 
date, including installment pay-
ments (112 of tax) must include

interest at the rate of one 
percentum (1 %) for each month 
or part thereof until paid. You

may be eligible for Senior 
Citizens Tax Exemption. For 
information contact the Village

Treasurer at 845-246-2321 
ext 2.

Paula Kerbert
Village Treasurer
43 Partition Street
Saugerties, NY 12477

LEGAL NOTICE
1411 ROUTE 212, LLC 

Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 4/16/2019. 
Office in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 1411 Route 
212, Saugerties, NY 12477. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Gunks Trail LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 4/16/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY Desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail pro-
cess to Po Box 251, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
INDEX NO.: 18-3306
DATE OF PURCHASE: Sep-

tember 20, 2018
ASSIGNED JUDGE: HON. 

LISA M. FISHER, SUPREME 
COURT JUSTICE

SUPREME COURT
COUNTY OF ULSTER: STATE 

OF NEW YORK
SHANE RICKS, ALYSSE 

RICKS, MICHAEL McCURRY, 
JOY McCURRY, ALEX FEINBERG 
and AMY RICKS FEINBERG,

Plaintiffs 
-against- 
CARLOS HERNANDEZ, 

A/K/A CARLOS RAFAEL HER-
NANDEZ, TRUSTEE OF THE 
JOSEPH HERNANDEZ 2014 
TRUST, 

Defendant
In pursuance of a Judgment 

of Foreclosure and Sale dated 

April 18, 2019, I, John J. Greco, 
Esq., Referee, will sell at public 
auction in the first floor lobby 
of the Ulster County Supreme 
Court at 285 Wall Street, Kings-
ton, New York 12401, on May 
30, 2019, at 10:00 a.m., the 
premises known as 27 Ricks 
Lane, Town of Saugerties, 
County of Ulster, New York 
12477, SBL #17.4-1-38.

Dated: Kingston, New York
April 25, 2019
John J. Greco, Esq.
Referee
Stephanie M. Whidden, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiffs
P.O. Box 249
West Hurley, NY 12491
Tel. (845) 338-6500

LEGAL NOTICE
P & J Plumbing, Heating 

& Electric LLC, Arts of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 4/25/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
41 Cole Bank Rd., Saugerties, 
NY 12477. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
68 Prince Street Studios, 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
2/25/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to 815 
Albany Post Rd., New Paltz, 
NY 12561. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
106E101 Holdings LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 

LEGAL NOTICES

of NY (SSNY) 3/27/2019. Cty: 
Greene. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 138 Vienna Woods 
Rd, Purling, NY 12470. General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualification of 

ProgenyHealth, LLC
Appl. for Auth. filed with 

Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 04/02/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. LLC formed in 
Delaware (DE) on 12/20/17. 
Princ. office of LLC: 450 Plym-
outh Rd., Ste. 200, Plymouth 
Meeting, PA 19462. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the LLC at the princ. 
office of the LLC. DE addr. of 
LLC: 1313 N. Market St., Ste. 
5100, Wilmington, DE 19801. 
Cert. of Form. filed with Secy. 
of State, John G. Townsend 
Bldg., 401 Federal St., Ste. 4, 
Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Nabila-Nidal, LLC, Art. of Org.  
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 03/15/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 410 Riverside Drive, 
#121, New York NY 10025.   
Purpose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company (LLC): 
NAME:   TERRA GROUP, 

LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 05/09/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: TERRA GROUP, LLC. 395 
ROUTE 212 SAUGERTIES, NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful act 
or activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
9526 Ave L LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 5/15/2019. Cty: 
Greene. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 138 Vienna Woods 
Rd., Purling, NY 12470.General 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION LLC
Brooklyn 11-19 LLC, a lim-

ited liability company filed its 
Articles of Organization with 
the New York State Secretary 
of State on May 14, 2019. The 
office of the LLC is to be located 
in Greene County in the State 
of New York. The Secretary of 
State is designated as the agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The 
post office address within or 
without this state to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a 



saugerties times   May 23,  2019  •  17

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

Thanks to 
All of Our Veterans 
and Fallen Heroes!

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living &  
Retirement Community  

in the Hudson Valley
Nestled on nine acres in a country setting 

at 397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for LunchPET 
FRIENDLY

Benefit Accepted

SAUGERTIES SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM
Registration forms are 

available at Saugerties 

Town Hall, Kiwanis Ice 

Arena and online at 

www.saugerties.ny.us.  

Visit our Facebook page, 

Saugerties Summer 

Recreation, for more 

information. The cost of 

the program is as follows:

Pre-Registration: Full Day   Pre-Registration:  Half Day
 1  2  3  4+   1  2  3  4+
 Child  Children  Children  Children   Child  Children  Children  Children
Rate:  $540  $980  $1,425   $1,860 Rate:  $335  $610 $875 $1,155

On-Site Registration: Full Day  On-Site Registration:  Half Day
 1  2  3  4+   1  2  3  4+
 Child  Children  Children  Children   Child  Children  Children  Children
Rate:  $610  $1,110  $1,595  $2,095  Rate:  $370  $670  $965  $1,270
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RENTALS

845-246-3412
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Sore Feet?
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30. The program will start at 6 p.m. on Post grounds, 
adjacent to the Roger Donlon Veterans Park. The Sau-
gerties Community Band will play several selections 
from 5:30-6 p.m. and during the program. Refreshments 
will be served. The Post Military Museum will be open 
following the ceremony.

Sailin’ Around Saugerties sailboat 
preview a success
More than 100 people attended the preview of the 35 
Sailin’ Around Saugerties sailboats Sunday night  at 
Saugerties Performing Arts Factory (SPAF). Hosts Erica 
and Gerald Price provided an ideal place for a won-
derful display. Many who attended said they thought 
this year’s boats were “the best ever,” and some have 
already picked out the ones they intend to bid on at the 
September auction. All of the boats will be displayed 
in the village by Memorial Day.

Historic group presentation
 on the DeWitt Mill and its sign
The Friends of Historic Saugerties will present “The 
DeWitt Mill & The Sign of the Crocodile: A For-
gotten Treasure” on Saturday, June 1 at 2 p.m. at 
the Saugerties Public Library, 91 Washington Ave.
Marked by a simple painted wooden sign featuring 
a folksy brownish-red crocodile, Garret DeWitt’s 
Crocodile Inn served as a stopover for those who 
came a long distance to use his gristmill on the 
Greenkill. Garret was the son of Col. Charles DeWitt, 
a prominent citizen during the Revolution who enter-
tained his famous cronies at his home just south of 
Kingston. The lecture will tell the lively story of the 

role played by the mill and inn in the Revolutionary 
War and its tavern sign that created a big stir when 
it resurfaced at auction nearly two decades ago.
The presentation will be given by Gail Whistance, a 
retired IBM programmer and analyst who moved to 
Ulster County in 1983 and adopted Hurley as her new 
hometown. In addition to curating exhibits for the Hurley 
Heritage Society, she has written many articles on the 
history of Hurley and given presentations. All Friends 
of Historic Saugerties talks are free and open to any-
one who is interested in history, but seating is limited.

Lee Reich’s annual permaculture plant sale
Join Almanac Weekly garden columnist Lee Reich for 
his annual permaculture plant sale on Saturday, June 
1 from 2:30-5:30 p.m. Rare, easy-to-grow fruiting and 
ornamental plants will be off ered along with perma-
culture and native plants, plants that are both fruiting 
and ornamental, and other garden-related items. The 
event takes place at Lee’s farmden (less than a farm, 
more than a garden) at 387 Springtown Road in New 
Paltz. For more information or a plant list, email gar-
den@leereich.com.

Public notice from water departments
The village and town water departments will begin to 
fl ush hydrants and blow-off s on Monday, June 3, con-
tinuing through Thursday, June 14. This may result in 
discolored water. Most of the work will be done during 
evening hours. Problems or questions may be directed 
to the town at 246-8671 or the village at 246-2321, ext. 
5. The water superintendents apologize in advance for 
any inconvenience the work may cause.

Saugerties Lions Club golf tournament
It will be a shotgun start at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 8 for the Saugerties Lions Club golf tournament. 
Sign-ups are at 8:30 a.m. Bagels will be off ered at 
registration and lunch at the turn with light snacks 
at the end. Cost is $100 per golfer or $400 per team. 
For more information, call (845) 505-1430 or e-mail 
Keithkehoe450@gmail.com.

Yard and bake sale
The Centerville Methodist Church will have a yard and 
bake sale on Saturday, June 8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The bake sale will be held rain or shine but the yard 
sale is weather-permitting. The church is located at 
the corner of Centerville Church Rd. and Route 212 in 
Saugerties. There will be pies, cakes, cookies, hot dogs 
and lots of treasures.

Yard sale
The Katsbaan Ladies Aid of the Katsbaan Reformed 
Church will hold a yard sale on Friday and Saturday, 
June 14-15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day, rain or shine. 
The sale will be at the church hall, located at 1801 Old 
Kings Highway, Saugerties, across the road from the 
church. The sale will off er household items, toys, jewelry, 
books and homemade baked goods.

Saugerties Fish and Game Club swap meet
The 8th annual Saugerties Fish and Game Club swap 
meet will be held on Sunday, June 23 from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at 168 Fish Creek Rd. Sell unwanted items and 
purchase new treasures at great prices in the newly en-
larged clubhouse. Breakfast and lunch will be available. 
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Admission is free and open to the public. Buy or sell 
old handguns, rifl es, magazines, scopes, fi shing items, 
gun tools, carry cases, antique fi rearms, ammo cans, 
gun slings, camo items, targets, ropes, cables, hunting 
boots, gear or anything for outdoor sports. Items for 
sale are limited to outdoor items only. No fl ea market 
or houseware items. This event qualifi es as a “gun 
show” per New York State law, so all fi rearms sold to 
individuals must be NICS-checked. An FFL dealer will 
be available to do this for a nominal fee. There will be 
no exceptions made to this rule.

Register now for Saugerties Summer 
Recreation Program
Pre-registration is open now for the Saugerties Summer 
Recreation Program, which off ers half-day (9 a.m. to 
noon) programs and full-day (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) programs 
at Cantine Veteran’s Memorial Complex for grades pre-K 
(must be four years old and registered for kindergarten 
in the fall) through eighth grade. The program runs for 
six full weeks beginning July 8 and ending Aug. 16.
Daily activities include age-appropriate arts and crafts, 
sports instruction, nature studies, playground activities 
and weekly fi eld trips. Children are active outdoors 
all day under the direction of qualifi ed, responsible 
counselors. Payment plans are available. Registration 
forms are available at Saugerties Town Hall, Kiwanis Ice 
Arena and online at www.saugerties.ny.us and www.
saugertiesrecreation.com. Visit the Facebook page, 
Saugerties Summer Recreation, for more information.

Lighthouse volunteers needed
Celebrate 150 years with the Saugerties Lighthouse 
Conservancy, which is seeking volunteers to lead tours 
for the summer season. Tours occur on Sundays from 
noon to 3 p.m. between Memorial Day and Labor Day 
weekends. Visitors are taken inside the lighthouse and 
learn about its history. A fact sheet for volunteers is 
provided. Have fun and lend a hand to a local landmark. 
For more information or to volunteer, call (845) 247-
0656 or email info@saugertieslighthouse.com.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Saugerties Film Society pays tribute
 to French fi lms
The newly created Saugerties Film Society will honor 
the fi lm legacy of France with a series of screenings 
entitled, “The Last Time I Saw Paris.” Films are shown 
on Saturdays at 7 p.m. at the Saugerties Public Library. 
Admission is free and open to the public. The fi lm on 
Saturday, May 25 will be Agnes Varda’s Cleo 5 to 7 (1962).

Last free outdoor art workshop Thomas Cole site
The Thomas Cole National Historic Site will off er its 
fi nal free outdoor art workshop on Saturday, May 25 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the lawn and porch of the 
Main House. Discover artistic inspiration at the place 
where Cole painted many of his Hudson River School 
masterpieces nearly 200 years ago. The workshop is 
off ered in conjunction with the exhibit, “Thomas Cole’s 
Refrain: The Paintings of Catskill Creek,” on view in 
the New Studio through Nov. 3. The workshop is free 
and all necessary materials will be provided. Advance 
reservations are appreciated, but drop-ins are also 
welcome. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Admission to the exhibition is purchased separately. 
For reservations, contact Maeve McCool at MMcool@
thomascole.org.

Emerge Gallery collage show closing reception
Emerge Gallery at 228 Main St. is exhibiting “Cut Pieces: 
An Exhibition of Collage,” featuring art created by 54 
artists using collage elements in various styles and 
mediums. A closing reception will be held on Sunday, 
May 26 from 2-5 p.m. May’s window feature at the 
gallery is a village of whimsical birdhouses created by 
Saugerties barn wood furniture-maker Robert Sherman. 

For more information, visit www.emergegalleryny.com.

Sunset Concert Series
The Reformed Church at 173 Main St. will host this 
year’s free Sunset Concert series. The fi rst will be held 
on Friday, June 7 featuring Vickie Russell and These 3 
Bums. Additional concerts will be held July 2, Aug. 2 
and Sept. 6. The concerts are held in conjunction with 
the monthly First Friday activities in the village. In 
the event of rain, the concerts will move indoors. The 
concert series is sponsored by the Saugerties Chamber 
of Commerce and Town & Country Liquors.

Cable picks this week
Friday, May 31 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Peak Moment.” 
Grow food in a nook-and-cranny garden. Part two.
Monday, June 3 at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. “Eat Well: Be 
Happy.” Cooking with seasonal food. This week: 
ntils with broccoli. Monday, June 3 at 1 and 7 p.m. 
“Peak Moment.” Beyond how to save the world.
Wednesday, June 5 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. “Saugerties 
Board of Education Meeting” recorded May 14. Thurs-
day, June 6 at 7 p.m. “Classic Movie Night.” This week: 
Under Montana Skies (1930).

SCHOOLS

New digital piano lab at the high school
A new digital piano lab at Saugerties High School (SHS) 
is inspiring students to tickle the ivories. The state-
of-the-art space, which includes eight Roland F-140R 
electric keyboards and an advanced headphone system, 
is turning regular piano class into a judgment-free zone.
Performing in front of fellow students can be 
intimidating, says SHS music teacher Rebecca 
MacDougall. “This format takes away that un-
easiness and helps to build self-confidence.”
Piano labs like this one are making it easier for students 
of all ages and ability levels to learn how to play the 
instrument. At fi rst, it may feel odd being in a room 
full of students who are practicing piano and only 
hearing the faint sounds of their fi ngers tapping the 
keys. The music is only heard through headphones.
Each piano is connected to a central hub, where 
MacDougall can listen to students practicing or 
speak to them through their headsets. “If everyone 
was just playing acoustic pianos at the same time, 
it would be hard to recognize who was playing the 
appropriate keys or not,” she notes. MacDougall 
can now communicate with a student one-on-one 
without disrupting the rest of the class, or she can 
speak with a group of students at the same time.
The class is open to everyone, from advanced piano 
players to novice ones. Saugerties senior Brooke 
Stade, a piano novice, said she was thrilled to see 
how quickly she learned how to play, demonstrating 
some confi dent hand-over-hand playing with the song 
“Dream Echoes,” from the Alfred Signature Series.
The class may also serve as a prerequisite to a 
college music theory course for future music 
majors. Next year, Saugerties High School will of-
fer three Piano 1 classes and one Piano 2 class.
A recital on Monday, June 17, will off er piano lab stu-
dents an opportunity to showcase their talents. Each 
student will perform one solo. 

Local students of note
Hudson Valley Community College student Victoria 
Batchelor of Saugerties was recently inducted into 
Phi Theta Kappa, the international academic honor 
society for two-year institutions of higher learning. 
Membership in Phi Theta Kappa is indicative of ac-
ademic excellence; those inducted are matriculated 
students who have met standards including a grade 
point average of 3.71 or higher. The college’s Alpha Xi 
Sigma chapter recognizes and promotes scholarship, 
develops leadership, encourages service and cultivates 
fellowship among qualifi ed students of the college.
Alexis Metcalf of Saugerties was named to the 
Emerson College Dean’s List for the spring 2019 
semester. She is majoring in media arts produc-
tion. The requirement to make Emerson’s Dean’s 
List is a grade point average of 3.7 or higher.
Dr. Sara Forsythe of Saugerties was one of 84 students 
who received their Doctor of Veterinary Medicine de-
gree on Sunday, May 19 from the Cummings School 
of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University.  A 2012 
graduate of Saugerties High School, Forsythe received 
her BS degree from the University of Vermont in 2015. 
While at Tufts, she completed a two-week externship 
in Ecuador, became a member of The Society of Phi 
Zeta (an honor society for veterinarians) and she 
received an Academic Achievement Award for her 
eff orts. She has accepted a position at Animal Hos-
pital of Lynnfi eld, Mass. Dr. Forsythe is the daughter 
of Saugerties residents John and Nancy Forsythe.

Danielle  Lukaszewski  of  Glasco  was one of a select 
few SUNY New Paltz students who were recognized 
at the spring 2019 Outstanding Graduates ceremony 
on May 17. Each semester, college faculty and staff  
identify students who are exceptionally skilled, in-
sightful, hardworking and engaged in campus life.
At the awards reception, SUNY New Paltz provost 
Lorin Basden Arnold told those assembled that 
the award is “a distinctive way for New Paltz to 
recognize and memorialize the excellent academic 
performance, and to honor the choices, and some-
times the sacrifi ces, that this afternoon’s honorees 
have made during their time here at New Paltz.”
The ceremony convenes representatives of all fi ve of 
New Paltz’s schools: the School of Business, School of 
Education, School of Fine and Performing Arts, College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the School of Science 
and Engineering.

CIVIC

Campaign kick-off 
A rally on Sunday, June 2 at noon will kick off  the 
campaigns of Democratic candidates Fred Costel-
lo, Jr. (town supervisor), Leeanne Thornton (town 
board) and Nicole Roskos (town board). The event 
will be held  at 88 Washington Ave., across from 
the Saugerties Library. Light refreshments and an 
opportunity to talk with candidates will follow.
Fred Costello has an Independence Party primary on 
June 25. He’s also endorsed by the Democratic and 
Working Families parties. Leeanne Thornton is endorsed 
by the Democratic, Independence, and Working Families 
parties. Nicole Roskos is endorsed by the Democratic 
and Working Families parties

LIBRARY

Holiday hours
The library will be closed on Monday, May 27 in obser-
vance of Memorial Day. The library will reopen Tuesday, 
May 28 at 10 a.m.

Hudson Valley Film Commission talk
Laurent Rejto from the Hudson Valley Film Commission 
will give a talk at the library on Tuesday, May 28 at 6 
p.m. to discuss diff erent educational, job, and creative 
opportunities in regional pre-production, production, 
and post-production.

Catskill Animal Sanctuary presentation
What does it take to keep 300 animals happy and 
healthy every day? Why rescue pigs, cows, chickens, 
and farm animals? Meet the folks from Catskill Animal 
Sanctuary on Thursday, May 30 at 6:30 p.m. to learn 
all about the Sanctuary. All ages welcome.

Read to a four-legged friend
Children are invited to the library to read to certifi ed 
reading therapy dog Stella on Saturday, June 1 from 
1-2 p.m. Walk-ins welcome. Discover the joy of reading 
aloud and improve your skills.

Tech help
Have a new device and don’t know how it works? Grab 
this opportunity to have the library’s teen volunteers 
answer questions about smartphones, iPads, tablets, 
laptops, and more. Bring device for assistance on 
Saturday, June 1 from 10 a.m. to noon.

Children’s gardening event
Celebrate National Garden Week at the library on Thurs-
day, June 6 at 3:30 p.m. in the children’s room. Hear a 
story about a garden then pot a plant to take home. 
The event is for ages fi ve to 12. Registration required. 
Sponsored by the Saugerties Society of Little Gardens.

Tuition-free online classes
Learn anything, anytime, anywhere. All it takes is a 
library card to take free online classes. Visit uclib.org/
infoportal and click on “take an online class” to create 
a free account.

Friends of the SPL Library Street Fair
Join neighbors for carnival games, book sales, music, 
food, community tables and raffl  es on Saturday, June 
15 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event takes place behind 
the library.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington 
Ave. The library webpage is www.saugertiespublicli-
brary.org. Calls and emails are welcome at 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

Small change
A Saugerties Times 

subscription 
costs less 

than 12 cents 
per day

Subscribe at 
www.hudsonvalleytimes.comhudsonvalleyone.com



saugerties times   May 23,  2019  •  19

Woodstock 50’s 
turns of fortune
Dentsu may have to return the money, 
while Festival secures powerful new financial backing

The Woodstock 50 Festival is a 
step closer to getting back millions 
of dollars that were swept from its 
bank account by the festival’s original 
financiers, Dentsu Aegis Network’s 

Amplifi Live.  On Wednesday, May 22, a New York 
State Supreme Court justice ordered Dentsu to 
put the money in escrow by 5 p.m. Friday pending 
a decision of a five-judge panel on Woodstock 50’s 
motion to return the funds to the Woodstock 50 
Festival account.

The commemoration of the event that defined a 
generation of young people spent the last two weeks 
hearing mixed court rulings and making appeals.

A week ago Dentsu had been told they had no 
right to cancel the festival they’d paid millions to 
line up entertainers for, but that they would not be 
forced to repay over $18 million in “festival funds” 
that Michael Lang and his cohorts at Woodstock 
50 were saying was theirs.

But on Wednesday, May 22 it was reported 
that Woodstock 50 attorney, Marc Kasowitz, had 
appealed to the Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court of New York on Tuesday alleging that Justice 
Barry Ostrager had “erred in denying” Woodstock’s 
request to compel Dentsu “to restore the $18 million 
to the Festival’s dedicated account, and to permit 
the use of those funds to produce the Festival.

“Today, in an important step, Justice David Fried-
man of the Appellate Division, First Department, 
issued an order requiring that Dentsu and Dentsu 
Aegis deposit into escrow by Friday at 5p.m. the 
$18.5 million that Dentsu swept from a Woodstock 
50 Festival account,” Kasowitz announced. “Justice 
Friedman issued this order pending the decision of a 
five-judge panel on Woodstock 50’s motion to return 
the funds to the Woodstock 50 Festival account.”

“We have always relied on the truth and have 
never lost faith that the Festival would take place,” 
Lang said on hearing of last week’s court’s decision 
that Dentsu could not cancel the Festival. “I would 
like to thank all of the talent and their representa-
tives for their patience and support. Woodstock 50 
will be an amazing and inspiring festival experience.”

The judge’s decision comes on the heels of this 
past weekend’s announcement that Lang and his 
most public partner in organizing Woodstock 50, 
Gregory Peck, had signed on a new “financial ad-
visor” to ensure the big bash would go on August 
16-18, hopefully at its scheduled site in Watkins Glen, 
where a 1973 rock show featuring the Grateful Dead, 

The Allman Brothers, and The Band beat out the 
original Woodstock’s half a million crowd record.

“The Woodstock 50 team is pleased to announce 
that Oppenheimer & Co. has signed on as a financial 
advisor to complete the financing for the festival 
following a legal victory earlier this week,” came a 
weekend press release, immediately trumpeted in 
the mainstream and entertainment industry trade 
press. “Event preparations will continue as planned 
as Oppenheimer joins the list of strong institutions 
producing the festival.”

Oppenheimer is what many would call “old Wall 
Street;” although it has strong ties into the Hudson 
Valley via one of its founders and major movers, 
the late Leon Levy, who founded an institute on 
economic matters at Bard College in the 1990s. 
The massive company made its name working with 
mutual funds and institutions, moved into all the 
newer money-making trends of the last half century, 
and eventually helped secure the rise in hedge funds. 
Its reach is gargantuan.

“We are thrilled to be onboard for this incred-
ible weekend of music and social engagement,” 
said John Tonelli, head of Debt Capital Markets 
& Syndication at Oppenheimer & Co. Inc. in the 
recent press release.  “We believe in Woodstock 
as an important American cultural icon and look 
forward to its regeneration in the green fields of 
Watkins Glen this August with all of the artists on 
the remarkable lineup.”

And Lang added in that most recent release, 
“We’ve lined up artists who won’t just entertain, but 
will remind the world that music has the power to 
bring people together, to heal, to move us to action 
and to tell the stories of a generation...Words cannot 
express how appreciative Woodstock 50, the artists, 
the fans and the community are to Oppenheimer 
for joining with us to make W50 a reality.”

When it comes to pot...
Enterprising news stories over the past week, 

meanwhile, focused on Kasowitz’s bulldog attacks 
on Dentsu for continuing to show “utter contempt 
for the Woodstock 50 Festival” and the court’s 
decision, at least in terms of its ruling regarding 
the festival’s continuation. Plus, Billboard said, the 
underlying payback scheme the festival organizers 
may be seeing as their long-term earner from the 
expansion of their eternally hip brand: the launch 
of “a legal cannabis Woodstock brand with high-end 
dispensary operators Med Men.” Many in the town 

of Woodstock seemed to have already known.
Lang and his other company, Woodstock Ven-

tures “are deeply within the marketing window for 
their upcoming 50th Anniversary Music Festival 
this summer, a once in-a-lifetime event providing 
irreplaceable event-driven benefits to Plaintiffs’ 
Woodstock branded-products, including cannabis, 
through ‘tens of millions of dollars of free publici-
ty’ and massive media coverage generating billions 
of social media impressions,” Woodstock Ventures’ 
attorney Shawn Regan wrote in a March letter that 
Billboard referenced heavily this week. “Moreover, 
these events are occurring within a window of 
burgeoning commercial opportunity in the legal 
cannabis industry, already a $10 billion market and 
expected to triple in short order.”

Regan’s letter came in the midst of a separate 
court action involving the overall Woodstock brand 
as it pertains to pot…in which a judge temporarily 
blocked Woodstock Ventures, owner of the Wood-
stock trademark, from completing its licensing 
agreement for a cannabis line because of an on-
going trademark dispute with  a company called 
Woodstock Roots that also planned to launch its 
own cannabis brand until Lang sued for copyright 

infringement in February, 2018. The ongoing prob-
lem? The federal judge who heard Woodstock Roots’ 
countersuit and issued a temporary restraining 
order so that neither company could move forward 
with their cannabis strains is trying to figure out 
whether cannabis, still illegal at the federal level, 
can even be trademarked.

Exhibits opening
Meanwhile, until any of this gets settled, one can 

always get a Woodstock Festival fix at the museum 
built on the site of the original festival in Sullivan 
County, or head out to the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame in Cleveland, where a big new exhibit on 
the 50th anniversary of Lang’s invention opened 
earlier this month.

“It’s been nearly 50 years since Woodstock gen-
erated legendary musical moments and catapulted 
an entire festival culture,” reads the intro to that 
latter big branding exercise and exhibit, coinciden-
tally named for this summer’s troubled anniversary 
festival. “Woodstock 50 celebrates the ambition 
and ingenuity of those who mounted the festival 
to the performers who played it gaining a deeper 
understanding of the various faces of Woodstock 
and how it changed the music industry forever.”

Meanwhile, once again, various permits for the 
Watkins Glen gathering August 16-18 have yet to 
be secured, and tickets put on sale.

As they say…stay tuned. 
    -Paul Smart

‘The Woodstock 50 team 
is pleased to announce 

that Oppenheimer & Co. 
has signed on as a financial 

advisor to complete the 
financing for the festival...’
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Hudson Valley One is the one-stop shop for 
content from all Ulster Publishing newspapers, 
including New Paltz Times, Woodstock Times, 
Kingston Times, Saugerties Times and 
Almanac Weekly. 

Check it out at hudsonvalleyone.com. 

D I O N  O G U S T

Michael Lang
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