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Celebrating the climb
Rock & Snow’s Rich Gottlieb retires
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“A shocking 
discovery”
New Paltz High School 
students not happy with 
plans to hold graduation
in the SUNY New Paltz gym

by Sharyn Flanagan

A
T THEIR REGULAR meeting 
on Wednesday, May 22, the 
New Paltz Central School Dis-
trict Board of Education (BOE) 

heard an impassioned plea from New 
Paltz High School class of 2019 senior 
class president, Evan Holland-Shepler. 
Reading from a letter signed by 100 

members of the graduating class, he 
urged the BOE to reconsider the plan to 
hold graduation in the SUNY New Paltz 
gym again this year, rather than on the 
football fi eld as is traditional.

The class members are “immensely 

The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions 
of its members.

-- Coretta Scott King

by Erin Quinn

I
N 1980, A tall, gangly sculpture student and rock-climbing enthusiast, Rich Got-
tlieb, was able to score a job working at the epicenter of climbing in the North-
east: Rock and Snow, at 44 Main Street in downtown New Paltz. These were still 
the days when people climbed in boots with tube socks. They were often bare-

chested, with wild hair and ropes round so tightly around their groin area that severe 
chafi ng was likely a distraction from the 
fear of falling hundreds of feet off  the cliff  
face they were scaling somewhere along 

Rich Gottlieb (center) is retiring from Rock and Snow after almost 40 years in the 
climbing business. Last week, a party was given in his honor by Mohonk Preserve. 
Gottlieb is pictured here with his wife Teri Condon and longtime employee and new Rock 
and Snow owner Andrew Zalewski.

New Paltz

Kon-Tiki locks its doors
for the last time

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Jeopardy! champion Francois Barcomb at home in New Paltz.

by Frances Marion Platt

P
LENTY OF PEOPLE fantasize about being a Jeopardy! contestant. They might get as high a percentage of questions right while 
guessing along at home as the folks on the hot seat, and be strongly encouraged by their friends to try out. But the dread of 
having to come up with rapid-fi re responses while on camera is enough to deter most. Francois Barcomb had better prepara-
tion for the challenge than the average Jeopardy! wannabe, though, and wasn’t fazed by the pressure when he undertook it. 

He credits both his stint as a submarine offi  cer in the Navy and his doctoral dissertation process at SUNY Albany for making him quick 

Question authority
How Francois Barcomb of New Paltz became a Jeopardy! champion 

 “It feels like a gut 
punch to not be able 

to graduate on the 
fi eld that we’ve been 

imagining for 12 
years,” said senior 

class president, Evan 
Holland-Shepler.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond
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New Paltz man indicted on 
homicide charges resulting
from car accident in New Paltz

Abram Almahri, 19, of Millbrook Terrace in New 
Paltz, was charged this week by an Ulster County Grand 
Jury with four counts of aggravated vehicular homicide 
and one count of assault in the second degree.

The charges stem from a two-vehicle collision on 
Henry W. DuBois Drive, which occurred on March 
29. An investigation by the New York State Police 
revealed that Almahri was operating a 2008 Volvo 
when he failed to stop at a stop sign and crashed into 
the rear of a 2012 Toyota Scion operated by Charlie 
Rodriguez. Rodriguez was severely injured as a re-
sult of the collision.

Two passengers in Almahri’s vehicle, Walter Mo-
rales-Duarte and Jacob Davis, both of New Paltz, 
also suff ered serious injuries. A third passenger, Jade 
Randazzo, 25, of New Paltz, was killed in the crash. 
Almahri’s blood alcohol content was more than 
twice the legal limit at the time of the crash.

This indictment refl ects the Grand Jury’s fi nding 
that Almahri engaged in reckless driving while hav-
ing a blood alcohol content of .18 or higher, which re-
sulted in the death of Jade Randazzo. The Grand Jury 
further found that Almahri’s reckless driving while 
intoxicated caused three other people to sustain se-
rious physical injuries.

Aggravated vehicular homicide is a class B non-
violent felony which carries a maximum sentence of 
up to 25 years in state prison. 

 

Memorial Day parade
in New Paltz on May 30

Brannen-Van den Berg VFW Post 8645 of New 
Paltz will hold its annual Memorial Day Parade on 
Thursday, May 30. Line up is at 5:30 p.m. on South 
Manheim Boulevard by the M&T Bank. Step off  is at 6 
p.m. The parade will proceed down Main Street and 
end at the fi rehouse where there will be a ceremony 
and laying of wreaths.

All civic and fraternal organizations, which nor-
mally participate in the parade and services, are 
again invited to join with the VFW in observing this 
meaningful day.

New Paltz Rotary Touch A Truck

The New Paltz Rotary Club will hold a Touch a 
Truck event this Sunday, June 2 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Ulster County Fairgrounds in New Paltz.

Kids of all ages are invited to see and touch the 
big rigs that serve our community. The cost is $5 per 
person and free for those under three. The event will 
also feature free face painting, a bounce house, cow 
train rides, games and more.

Gardiner Democratic caucus

The Gardiner Democratic caucus will be held on 
Sunday, June 9, 5 p.m., at the Gardiner Town Hall for 
the purpose of nominating Democratic candidates 
for town offi  ces to be voted for at the November 5, 

2019 general election. 
The Gardiner Democratic Committee urges all reg-

istered Democrats in Gardiner to attend the caucus 
and participate in the selection of candidates for su-
pervisor, town board and justice who will appear on 
the ballot in November. All are welcome to attend, 
but only registered Democrats in Gardiner’s four 
election districts may vote at the caucus.

Companion Piece at the Denizen 
Theatre June 5-30

Denizen Theatre explores the complexities of con-
temporary relationships and real human connec-
tion with a witty new comedic regional premiere of 
Companion Piece by Kevin Armento, directed by Joe 
Langworth, on June 5-30.

Companion Piece asks us to empathize with the 
people around us and to see ourselves in their cir-
cumstances. Performance times are Wednesday 
through Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.

The theatre is introducing Pay What You Can on 
June 5 and 12. Every Wednesday, a post-show actor talk 
will be held and a post-show panel discussion will take 
place on June 13 and June 20. The gallery opening for 
Companion Piece is June 3 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Tickets are $5 for students, $15 under 30, $24 seniors 
and $28 regular. For ticket information, visit www.den-
izentheatre.com/tickets or call (845) 303-4136.

Denizen Theatre is located on the upper lot of Water 
Street Market, located at 10 Main Street in New Paltz. 

The Rosendale Farmers’ Market
to open June 2

The Rosendale Farmers’ Market will open its 13th 

season with 13 vendors this Sunday, June 2 from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. in the Willow Kiln Park behind the 
Rosendale Theatre. This year’s market vendors will 
include: Three Sisters Farm, Four Winds Farm, Fid-
dlehead Farm, Wright’s Farm, Hermans Erie Hotel 
with Bread Alone products, Green Mountain Energy 
and new vendors such as: Acorn Hill cheeses, Bon-
ticou Ducks, Spruce Run Farm, Farmstock Farms, 
High Falls Extracts and more.

State Senator Jen Metzger’s mobile offi  ce will be 
available at the market this Sunday to listen to con-
stituent concerns and Annie Mardiney, wildlife reha-
bilitator, will be there with an assortment of rescued 
owls and birds of prey. There will be live music every 
Sunday at the market from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bloom 
and B2 will perform this Sunday. Learn more about 
the market at http://rosendalefarmersmarketny.
com. 

New Paltz Historical Society to meet 
on June 5

The New Paltz Historical Society will present “Fa-
ther Divine’s Promised Land” featuring local histo-
rian RiK Rydant on Wednesday, June 5, 7 p.m. at the 
New Paltz Community Center

Father Divine was the African American spiritual 
leader who established branches of his International 
Peace Mission Movement around the world, includ-
ing right here in Ulster County. 

Local historian Rydant will describe how his pur-
chase of a copy of a 1939 New Day magazine at the 
High Falls Flea Market was the beginning of his fas-
cination and research into the Father Devine story, 
which led to this presentation. 

The community center is located at 3 Veterans 
Drive in New Paltz.

The Friends of the Gardiner Library 
expands their jewelry sale

The Friends of the Gardiner Library are expand-
ing their annual jewelry sale. This year they will also 
have a scarf and purse boutique and are now tak-
ing donations. Please bring gently used designer or 

Native America:
Old and new on
the Moreno Stage
at Boughton Place

E
XPERIENCE AN EVENING of tra-
ditional and contemporary Na-
tive American music and dance 
this Saturday, June 1, 7:30 p.m., at 

Boughton Place, located at 150 Kisor Road 
in Highland.

The featured piece of the evening, “Silent 
Echoes of Time” depicts a Lenape Vietnam 
veteran dancing his journey of healing.

Doors open at 7 p.m. Admission is $10 
(cash only). For further information, con-
tact Matoaka Little Eagle at (845) 977-6146. An evening of traditional and contemporary Native 

American music and dance will be held this Saturday, 
June 1 at Boughton Place.
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leather purses, scarves or jewelry to the Gardiner Li-
brary at 133 Farmers Turnpike during library hours. 
There are boxes for placement of items.

The sale will be held on November 2. For more in-
formation, contact Diane Gleichenhaus at 255-7629.

Free Reiki at Gardiner Library

 The next Gardiner Library free monthly Reiki ses-
sion will be held this Sunday, June 2 from noon to 
2 p.m. Members of the Hudson Valley Community 
(HVC) Reiki group will off er 20-minute individual 
Reiki sessions, free of charge, on a fi rst-come fi rst-
served basis. 

The Reiki will be off ered in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Permaculture plant sale

Join garden columnist Lee Reich for his annual 
permaculture plant sale this Saturday, June 1 from 
2:30 until 5:30 p.m. Off ered will be rare, easy-to-
grow fruiting and ornamental plants, permaculture 
plants, native plants, plants that are both fruiting 
and ornamental and other garden-related items.

The event takes place at Lee’s farmden at 387 
Springtown Road in New Paltz. For more informa-
tion or a plant list, e-mail garden@leereich.com.

Read with dogs at
the Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will hold its read with dogs 
program on Saturday, June 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Beginning and struggling readers sign up for a 
15-minute time slot to read to certifi ed therapy dogs. 
Please sign up ahead of time as spaces are limited.

 To sign up, call the library at (845) 255-1255 or 
stop by at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, please call the number above or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Retired men to meet on June 3

Retired men of the New Paltz community invite 
retired men everywhere to the monthly breakfast 
meeting of Monday, June 3, 8 a.m., at the New Paltz 
Plaza Diner. 

Dr. Daniel Freedman, Dean of the School of Sci-
ence and Engineering at SUNY New Paltz and direc-
tor of the college’s Hudson Valley Advanced Manu-
facturing Center (HVAMC), will speak about recent 
developments in 3D printing and the mission of the 
HVAMC. 

For additional information, contact Rob Greene at 
rasjgreene@earthlink.net or 256-9003.

Youth scrabble club in Gardiner

The Gardiner Library will host its youth scrabble 
club this Saturday, June 1 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. in 
the kids’ section in the activity room. The club is rec-
ommended for grades 3-8. All levels welcome. The 
club is run by Gardiner Library’s Carolyn Thorenz.

The Gardiner Library is located at 133 Farmer’s 
Turnpike. For further information, call 255-1255 or 
visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Gardiner library cookbook club

 The Gardiner Library book club will host another 
meeting of the cookbook club on Thursday, June 6 
starting at 7 p.m. Share stellar recipes in this new 
pot luck, recipe-swapping book club. This month’s 
meeting will be focused on Deb Perelman’s essen-
tial cookbook Smitten Kitchen: Every Day. Choose a 
recipe from the cookbook to bring as participants 
share in good food, great cookbooks and foodie con-
versation. Attendees can bring containers to bring 
home shared leftovers. Copies of the cookbook are 
available for loan behind the circulation desk at the 
library or through interlibrary loan.

The club meets in the library community room, 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Lloyd Historical Society to sponsor 
Antiques Appraisal Night June 3

the Town of Lloyd Historical Preservation Society 
(TOLHPS) will hold an Antiques Appraisal Night on 

Monday, June 3, 7 p.m., in the Vineyard Commons 
Theater in Highland.

Experts Charles Glasner, Walter Marquez and Viv-
ian Wadlin will appraise as many items as time al-
lows. To give everyone a chance to participate, they 
have requested a limit of one item per person. (They 
will do two if time permits.) It’s also a good idea, if 
possible, to send a photo of your item in advance to 
Wadlin at Viv@AboutTown.us. 

Admission to the program is free and the cost of 
each appraisal is $5. Refreshments -- mostly home-
made -- are also free.

 Vineyard Commons is located at 300 Vineyard 
Avenue. For more information about TOLHPS pro-
grams and plans, visit www.TOLHPS.org, or call 
(845) 255-7742.

Stier awarded Janet Seeley 
Performing Arts Scholarship for 
Dance

Ella Stier, a high school senior at Poughkeepsie 
Day School, has been awarded the distinguished Ja-
net Seeley Performing Arts Scholarship for Dance, 
from Hobart and William Smith (HWS) colleges in 
Geneva, NY. Stier will receive the $20,000 scholar-
ship for all four years she will attend HWS where she 
will major in Environmental Studies and Dance.

The Janet Seeley Performing Arts Scholarship is 
awarded to students who demonstrate refi ned un-
derstanding of dance based on an in-person audition 
and portfolio. Stier will be an HWS Art Scholar with a 
focus on choreography.

Stier’s choreography has been recognized at Dance 

Up!, a national platform where emerging teen chore-
ographers from across the US present their work at the 
Harkness Dance Center, 92nd Street Y, NYC. 

Dancing at Barefoot Dance Center in West Park 
with Jessie Levey for the past 12 years, she has stud-
ied contemporary modern, West African, ballet, im-
provisation and choreography. As a member of the 
Barefoot Dance Company, she’s performed through-
out the Hudson Valley and NYC (by audition).

This spring she will dance her fi nal performance 
with Barefoot Dance Center on the stage of the 
Kaatsbaan International Dance Center in Tivoli on 
June 2 for the school’s end-of-the-year concert. Per-
formance times are at 3 and 5 p.m.

Author event at Elting Library

Local author Lyla Yastion will discuss climate 
change on Thursday, June 6, 7 p.m., in the Steinberg 
reading room of Elting Library. 

Based on Yastion’s book Homesick: Finding Our 
Way Back to a Healthy Planet, this talk will explore 
through lecture, discussion and visual aids the 
causes of and possible solutions to human-induced 
climate change. Specifi cally, participants will exam-
ine how our thinking must change in order to be-
have toward the Earth in a life-enhancing manner.

The library is located at 93 Main Street in New 
Paltz. For additional information, call 255-5030.
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Historic Huguenot Street to honor community’s 
black veterans at its Juneteenth celebration June 2 

H
ISTORIC HUGUENOT STREET will honor its community’s black veterans with a June-
teenth celebration consisting of live musical performances, a community cookout, edu-
cational tours, and a living history program with Civil War era reenactors of the NY US 
Colored Troops on Sunday, June 2 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Juneteenth, which is traditionally celebrated on June 19, celebrates the day in June of 1865 when 
Union soldiers landed at Galveston, Texas carrying news that the Civil War had ended and that 
those still enslaved were to be freed.

The majority of the event is free and open to the public with the exception of the purchase of 
food and beverage, and the special tours that will be taking place. Free programming includes 
performances from professed Southern Gothic, alt-country blues singer/songwriter Amythyst Kiah, 
living history demonstrations from members of the 20th NY US Colored Infantry, and an exhibit of 
archival material relating to the life and accomplishments of Jacob Wynkoop and his family, a black 
Civil War veteran and one of the fi rst black community members born free in New Paltz.

General admission tickets for the tour are $10. Discounts are available for HHS members, seniors, 
students and children under the age of 13. Active military members and veterans may attend the 
tour for free.

Interested attendees should pre-register for this free event in order to give HHS an approximate 
head count for catering, provided by 3 Ball BBQ out of Albany. Visitors will be able to purchase food 
stubs in the Visitor Center.

More details are available at www.huguenotstreet.org/juneteenth.

New York Regiment United States Colored Troops Reenactors -- 20th, 26th, 31st.
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Annexing the annex
Village Board discusses 
renovations to the property 
at 23 Plattekill Avenue

by Terence P Ward

L
IKE THE TILES in a moveable-number 
puzzle, it looks like municipal space issues 
in New Paltz are slowly sliding into some 
kind of order. Town offi  cials are committed 

to buying 59 North Putt Corners Road to again put 
court and police in the same building. That means 
the 23 Plattekill Avenue property will soon have va-
cant fi re and former police department space along 
with the courthouse and offi  ces. The latter is actually 
housed in a town-owned structure which is separate 
from village hall, but Mayor Tim Rogers thinks that 
all this moving presents an opportunity.

As is the case with the courthouse, the village hall 
annex — the portion accessed around back, where 
the clerk and treasurer now work — could use a fair 
amount of tender care. Under Rogers' scheme, em-
ployees would temporarily consolidate into the vil-
lage hall proper to allow that kind of work to pro-
ceed. The annex is on a level with the court offi  ces, 
which means both spaces could potentially be reno-
vated and upgraded together.

Part of this proposal calls for building department 
employees to occupy the smaller meeting room up-
stairs in the village hall. In the short term, compen-
sating for that space might mean reconfi gurng the 
larger room in some way, but once the fi rehouse is 
cleared out, Rogers expects that there will be plenty 
of room for community needs. Space studies of how 
both town and village properties are used suggest to 
him that the optimal mix of meeting spaces could 
be confi gured into that portion of the building. The 
mayor recognizes that some short-term discomfort 
would result, but thinks this would "create some 
momentum" toward resolving lingering space issues 
in both municipalities, using buildings and prop-
erty already owned by those taxpayers. Village staff  
members, Rogers said, are eager for the "purging ex-
ercise" such a move would represent.

"We have VHS tapes down there," the mayor said 
to emphasize what happens when government of-
fi ces aren't shaken up from time to time. ++

Early voting with be at the 
Redeemer Lutheran Church

Village of New Paltz trustees are on board with try-
ing to convince the two Ulster County election com-
missioners to agree on a plan to bring early voting to 
New Paltz. That the core function of democracy is a 
purely political function is either a bug or a feature 
of the system, depending on one's perspective, and 
right now a lot of left-leaning people feel it's a bug. 

Republican commissioner Tom Turco favored early 
voting site locations in Gardiner and Rosendale, es-
chewing an off er to use a space on the SUNY New 
Paltz campus without charge. State guidelines call 
for sites with wireless access that are in population 
centers and accessible via public transportation, 
all of which the college site would fulfi ll. New Paltz 
trustees unanimously approved a resolution encour-
aging a solution be reached soon, because for a lim-
ited time there is state funding available to get sites 
up and running, to the tune of $30,000 each.

In a compromise reached last week, Turco and 
Democratic commissioner Ashley Dittus tentatively 
decided on eight polling places in the county, includ-
ing one in New Paltz; early voting with be at the Re-
deemer Lutheran Church, rather than on campus. 
Other sites include the Midtown Neighborhood Cen-
ter or the SUNY Ulster STRIVE building in the City of 
Kingston; the Accord Firehouse in the Town of Roch-
ester; St. Marys/St. Andrews Church in the Village 

of Ellenville; and the Modena fi rehouse or Plattekill 
Town Hall, both in the Town of Plattekill.

As Mayor Tim Rogers opined at the village meeting 
last week, when they discussed the issue, "It matters 
if  you don’t want college kids to vote.” College stu-
dents are something of a wild card in local elections, 
and occasionally there have been eff orts to reduce 
their likelihood of voting at all, such as a bid to move 
village elections to June. Voting on campus would be 
more convenient for students who live there, particu-
larly since campus residents can get virtually anything 
a college student might want without leaving — except 
alcohol and a chance to vote early.

-- Terence P Ward

Speaking for the bees

Village of New Paltz trustees are a little fuzzy as 
to what — if anything — they did in favor of legaliz-
ing beekeeping in village limits. Deputy Mayor KT 
Tobin recalled that it came to be understood that 
just removing "bees" from the list of banned ani-
mals/insects would have led to some unintended 
consequences, and that it had been left with the un-
derstanding that more study was needed. A review 
of the minutes indicates that trustees voted unani-
mously on September 15, 2017 that they were "open" 
to making that change. Tobin agreed to try to fi gure 
out exactly what they'd agreed to do at the time.

-- Terence P Ward

Counting teeth

Village of New Paltz trustees are poised to pass a 
strongly-worded resolution about how hard the village 
will be hit by under-counting in the next census if some-
thing isn't done, but Deputy Mayor KT Tobin doesn't 
think the wording actually is particularly strong. She 
asked her colleagues to hold off  voting on the memori-
alizing resolution until she could propose sterner lan-
guage to give it some teeth. Under counting during the 
census impacts aid as well as representation.

-- Terence P Ward
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Hudson Valley Pride March and Festival
on June 2 in New Paltz

T
HE 2019 HUDSON Valley Pride March and Festival will assemble at the New Paltz Middle 
School at noon this Sunday, June 2 and step off  at 1 p.m., heading down Main Street to Plat-
tekill Avenue. The Pride Festival will continue at Hasbrouck Park until 5 p.m. The Pride 
Festival features music, food trucks and local vendors.

To register as a marcher in the Pride March, to register as a vendor for the Pride Festival, to be-
come a Pride sponsor or to sign up to be a Pride volunteer, please visit lgbtqcenter.org/pride.

LAUREN THOMAS

The 2019 Hudson Valley Pride March and Festival will be held this Sunday, June 2  in New Paltz.

www.pi latesnewpaltz .com   -    ca l l  or  text  845.255.0559
12  N.  Chestnut  Street ,  in  the  v i l lage of  New Paltz

R E F O R M E R T O W E R  •    C H A I R  •   M A T  •   T R X  •   B A R R E L S   •    T R A P E Z E T A B L E  •   M A G I C C I R C L E

The Universal Reformer is our basic “machine.” 
Taught as private, duets, or trios only, to insure 
quality execution.*
Larger Group Classes Available as Mat  
and Mat / TRX Blend 

Call or text ahead to reserve your spot. 
845.255.0559

  Pilates of New Paltz
An Exercise Experience Tailored Just For You

*Discounted 4-Session private intro package available.
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 Sojourner Truth Park news

T
HE VILLAGE OF New Paltz has been working with the Hudson River Valley Greenway on 
improvements to the Sojourner Truth Park on Plains Road for the new Empire State Trail. 
Funding for this work is being provided by Greenway. The Greenway Conservancy for the 
Hudson River Valley, Inc. is a Public Benefi t Corporation established by NYS in the Green-

way Act of 1991. The Greenway has been provided funding by NYS for the creation and upgrading 
of the Empire State Trail.

Last week, the Village of New Paltz Department of Public Works completed resurfacing the park-
ing area. Other trailhead improvements coming soon will include a new paved handicap spot, bike 
racks, a bicycle repair station, benches, new signs, a guardrail between Plains Road and the lot to 
improve entry/exit and seven new parking spaces.

NEW PALTZ | VILLAGE

Improvements are being made to the Sojourner Truth Park on Plains Road for the new Empire State 
Trail. 

Wallkill Valley Rail Trail 
Community Opportunity Plan 
underway

Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC), in 
partnership with the Village of New Paltz, Wallkill 
Valley Land Trust and Historic Huguenot Street, 
have announced the beginning of a planning and 
community engagement process addressing the fu-
ture use and design of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail 
(WVRT) in the Village of New Paltz.

The Wallkill Valley Rail Trail Community Oppor-
tunity Plan will develop options to optimize multi-
modal active transport, open space and recreational 
enhancement on the heavily used part of the trail 
within the heart of the Village of New Paltz. The plan 
will focus on how to reimagine this regional trail hub 
and community asset.

UCTC has hired trail and park planning experts 
Weintraub/Diaz to lead the planning and design pro-
cess. The W/D team focuses on “integrating natural 
systems using a sustainable, restorative, holistic and 
comprehensive design approach.” The fi rm will be 
guided by a local advisory committee consisting of 
key stakeholders from the community. 

The plan will examine the WVRT from Plains Road 
north to Huguenot Street, approximately 1.5 miles, 
with a focus on the area from Plains Road to Mul-
berry Street.

Key components of the project include a thorough 
inventory and analysis of the study area, including 
existing characteristics such as land use, drainage, 
natural resources, trail surface, traffi  c conditions 
and access to adjoining land uses. The public en-
gagement process will include a multi-day planning 
and visioning session that includes a trail walk with 
the project team to identify opportunities and con-
cerns. A second workshop series to be scheduled 
in the summer will present the corridor vision and 
concept for additional feedback. The fi nal outcome 
will be a plan for the study area that will guide local 
stakeholders toward successful implementation. 

 The entire project is scheduled to be completed 
within eleven months. Key dates are:

• Project info meeting -- Thursday, June 6 from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the New Paltz Community Center.

• Trail walk -- Sunday, June 9, 11 a.m., at the So-
journer Truth Park on Plains Road in New Paltz.

• Workshops -- Tuesday, June 18 (two sessions, 4 to 
6 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m.) at the New Paltz Community 
Center.

For additional information, visit https://ulster-
countyny.gov/transportation-council/active-studies/
wallkill-valley-rail.

Mohonk Consultations
to honor Stiles Najac on June 2

Mohonk Consultations will hold its annual Distin-
guished Achievement Ceremony honoring Stiles Najac, 
Food Security Coordinator for the Orange County Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension, this Sunday, June 2 from 
5 to 8 p.m. in the parlor at Mohonk Mountain House.

Najac is a 2003 graduate of the SUNY New Paltz 
Sociology Department and has appeared on nu-
merous regional panels, including “Teaching Food 
Equality in Your Community.” She became Food 
Security Liaison for Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
Orange County, in 2006. On June 2, learn how Na-
jac grew the Orange County Gleaning Program from 
70,000 pounds of rescued food to 300,000 pounds 
-- and from a single-county eff ort to a robust regional 
program.

Special guests include: NYS Senator Jen Metzger, 
chair, NYS Agricultural Committee; Patricia Clai-
borne, Orange County Cooperative Extension; Kevin 
Smith, farmer, Sycamore Farms, Middletown; and 
Brian Obach, SUNY New Paltz Sociology Professor.

Advance registration is required. The $45 registra-
tion fee includes wine and a light dinner served on 
the East Porch overlooking Mohonk Lake. To regis-
ter, visit https://mohonk-consultations.org/2019-dis-
tinguished-achievement-award-event/

New Student Special
$50 for 1 month

(845) 255-821 thelivingseed.com
521 Main Stree New Paltz 

The Living Seed
Yoga & Holistic Health Center

DR. M. SCHWARTZ DENTAL 
FEEL AT EASE WITH US

Kelli and Dr. Schwartz are here to ensure  
a comfortable and hassle-free experience.

Our mission: Honesty in recommending what is in your best 
interest — Transparency in financial matters — Your choice of 
treatment or maintenance provided with comfort. 

NYU Grad • 18 Years at This Location
Voted into Hudson Valley Magazine Top Dentists Since 2008

NEW PALTZ
845-255-2902

www.schwartzqualitydental.com
223 Main St. (Next to “Asian Fusion”)
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NEW PALTZ  | PLACE

by Terence P Ward

R
ESIDENTS AND VISITORS 
have lost another longstand-
ing fi xture of Main Street as 
the door of Kon-Tiki Trad-

ing Co. is locked for the last time. The 
cramped space beyond that door, for 
the last 29 years, has held secrets and 
treasures alike for anyone willing to 
browse the riot of merchandise or talk 
with whomever was behind the coun-
ter.

Building owner Ed Burke knew own-
ers Virginia and Oscar Montesa from 
when he bought 70 Main Street in 1992. 
The Montesas had opened the shop two 
years earlier, and also rented one of 
the apartments above it. As he recalls, 
they had this arrangement "to give Lud-
wig an opportunity to interact with the 
community." Ludwig Montesa, one of 
their sons, passed away in April of 2013 
following an epileptic seizure. If giving 
Ludwig the chance to interact with the 
community was his parents' goal, they 
were incredibly successful. There are few 
New Paltz residents who claim the title 
of "community ancestor" as easily; even 
members of the Huguenot patriarchy 
are not honored with an annual festival, 
as Ludwig Montesa has been every year 
since his death. A documentary about 
him was made this year, and plans are in 
the works for a music scholarship in his 
name. It might be fairer to say that living 
on Main Street gave the community an 
opportunity to interact with Ludwig. In 
any case, mission accomplished.

Burke saw the impact Ludwig's death 
had on his parents. It wasn't long after 
that "I think they just packed one suit-
case, and left" to return to the Phillippines, where 
they were both born and they still owned property. 
"I think it was too emotional for them. They couldn't 

pack anything else."
Allyson Ferrara, a ten-year employee, shed some 

light on the sudden departure. Ludwig and Oscar 
had always taken an extended trip to the Phillippines 
every year, and after his death they returned for 
what was to be four months, but that time "went by 
and Virginia and Oscar ended up deciding to spend 
the majority of their time living over there and asked 
if I would mind running the shop for them." She's 
been doing it ever since, while maintaining close 
communication with her distant bosses. In recent 
months she was opening the store up to local artists, 
rearranging for the fi rst time in memory to showcase 
talented residents. She had the time because busi-
ness was very slow; while she didn't actually know 

what was about to happen, it didn't sur-
prise her.

Not everyone who shopped at Kon-
Tiki knew that this "ambassador of New 
Paltz" was even connected to the store. 
For some, it was a basic head shop, with 
a wide selection of devices designed for 
inhaling the smoke of certain plants. 
Others were drawn to the collection of 
clothing and cheap footwear. Tapes-
tries, incense, good-luck coins, semi-
precious stones and tchotchkes of a 
seemingly endless variety were neatly 
organized on every shelf and hung lib-
erally from the walls, including over the 
door in the back, which for years had a 
sign apologizing for the bathroom being 
out of order. It's been called a bazaar, a 
curio shop and a place where all prices 
are negotiable -- depending on who was 
sitting at the counter.

Ferrara defi nitely knew there was a 
connection between the quirky shop 
and the eccentric young man who'd be-
friended her some time earlier. "I had 
walked in one day to buy prayer fl ags 
for a friend, and ended up striking up a 
conversation with Oscar who was work-
ing at the time. I had known and been 
friends with Ludwig since I had moved 
to New Paltz (in 2006), and had men-
tioned we were friends. By the end of 
my purchase, Oscar asked if I wanted to 
work for them on the weekends. I had 
two other jobs at the time and was go-
ing to school, but was psyched for the 
chance to work at a funky little store in 
New Paltz, so I took the opportunity."

Christina Vazquez was 13 the fi rst 
time her mother brought her to Kon-
Tiki. "I ended up falling in love with the 

store and going back every year for jewelry, back-to-
school clothes and incense," she recalled. In fact, on 
that fi rst visit she decided she wanted to live in New 
Paltz, a goal she eventually achieved. She was shop-
ping there for "nag champa incense, change purses 
and necklaces" right up until the doors were closed, 
and she is going to miss it. She likens it to New Paltz 
itself, in that the store was "eclectic, fun, controver-
sial, welcoming and hard to imagine being gone."

It was freshman year of college when Amanda 
Sisenstein discovered the shop. At that time, "Star-
bucks was the only cafe, there was some pizza, but 
[Main Street] was mostly head shops." She put Kon-
Tiki partially in that category, but said it was "always 
worth a stop" because it was "jam-packed with trea-

Kon-Tiki closed
Longstanding fi xture of Main Street locks its doors for the last time

GILBERT PLANTINGA 

The late Ludwig Montesa stands in front of his parent's shop in New Paltz. Kon-Tiki is 
closing after 29 years in business.
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sures." Upon refl ection, she said the store was some-
thing of a blend of a head shop and Spenser's, with 
a big variety of unique and unusual items. It wasn't 
long afterward that she met Ludwig Montesa in a 
characteristically odd way: he sent her a birthday 
card. "I was celebrating my 21st at Snugs, and he 
was with friends at Ariel Bookstore when they were 
buying me cards. When I got it I said, 'Ludwig who?' 
and my friends said, "Trench coat, heels, you know." 
She didn't, but it turned out Ludwig knew many de-
tails about her, captured by a hyper-observant mind 
which seemed incapable of forgetting any detail.

Vazquez was brought there by a mother in search 
of her favorite shoes, and "those fi ve-dollar shoes" 
are something Sisenstein also thought important 
enough to mention. Among Oscar Montesa's tidbits 
about business: "always lower the price, because you 
can make it up on volume."

Virginia worked some of the busiest hours, while 
Oscar typically kept the shop open into the night, 
quietly reading a book if no one was inside. At those 
times he was able to take time to connect in a way 
his wife couldn't during the more hectic moments. 
If one took the time to listen, he'd share tales of his 
life: witnessing atrocities as a young boy in Japanese-
occupied Phillippines; getting on a cargo ship for the 
United States with no money or prospects yet end-
ing up working at the United Nations and on Wall 
Street; tips and tricks gleaned from decades of being 
in business at every level. At times he'd accept the at-
tention as payment for whatever item was being pur-
chased; otherwise, he was always eager to haggle. 
His soft-spoken wisdom, often drowned out in the 
alcohol-fueled thrum of downtown, was always free.

That isn't to say no one was listening or learning. 
Ferrara certainly was. She learned about merchan-
dising and marketing, but also that "everyone de-
serves a moment of your time. I've met some of my 
best friends working there, whether they were just 
customers who came in to buy something and ended 
up chatting for a few hours to suddenly us hanging 
out regularly, or whether they were fellow employ-
ees who ended up being near and dear friends to 
me (some were customers fi rst, then employees!). I 
think Ludwig was a big part of that lesson for me, 
that everyone deserves fi ve minutes. Ludwig always 
off ered anyone and everyone at least fi ve minutes of 
his time, it didn't matter what walk of life you came 
from. He had more friends than anyone I know, and 
I think that's because his heart was big enough to let 
everyone in. Sometimes it's easy to forget, but I try 
to hold on to that one thing in particular that I learned 
from Ludwig: everyone's got a story if you've got the 
time to listen to them. Who knows? They might end 
up being a great friend who enriches your experience."

Sisenstein found such a friend in Ludwig Montesa; 
it was through her eff orts that Ludwig Day came into 
being. Only after he died did she really get to know 
his parents, but doubtless she found her friend's 
spirit behind their eyes.

Vazquez didn't say she was shopping for glass 
pipes, but she called Kon-Tiki a "head shop with 
heart" because the owners "did not joke around call-
ing things bowls or bongs. It was glassware or a pipe, 
or you weren't buying it."

It wasn't that hard line about what to sell to whom 
that led to the end of Kon-Tiki. Landlord Burke be-
lieves it was a combination of trying to manage from 
thousands of miles away — he applauds Ferrara for 
tapping into the "vibe of New Paltz" to facilitate that 
— and competition from online vendors. He says that 
a new prospective tenant hopes to run a similar busi-
ness, which would suit Burke just fi ne: "I don't want 
another eatery," he said, recalling a time when Main 
Street wasn't largely a place to buy food or alcohol.

The business might be similar, but the relationship 
may be harder to replicate. The Montesas had a lease 
option through 2002, Burke said, and they never 
saw need for a lease again after that. He did raise the 
rent three times in those 17 years, he said — including 
once recently — but the amount was based on what 
the Montesas said they could aff ord, and he main-
tains that he fi nal rent for them was still 30% lower 
than what other retail space nearby is commanding.

Virginia Montesa declined the opportunity to talk 
in depth, saying just that closing the store was anoth-
er period of mourning. Through their daughter Far-
ah, the family released a statement which read, "The 
Montesa family would like to express their gratitude 
for Kon-Tiki's 29 years of business. Thank you for the 
patronage, but moreover, thank you for the chats, 
the customers who became friends, the employees 

LAUREN THOMAS

Virginia, Farah and Oscar Montesa at the first annual celebration of Ludwig Day in 2013. 

The family released a statement which read, “The Montesa family 
would like to express their gratitude for Kon-Tiki’s 29 years of 

business. Thank you for the patronage, but moreover, thank you for 
the chats, the customers who became friends, the employees who 

became family, and the community who gave love and support when 
Ludwig passed away. New Paltz will be in our hearts forever.”

who became family, and the community who gave 
love and support when Ludwig passed away. New 
Paltz will be in our hearts forever."

"Seeing the comments on Facebook, I realize that 
for this village [Kon-Tiki] was a little bit of a time 
capsule," said Burke. He guessed "thousands upon 

thousands of people" interacted with the Montesas, 
and that all came away with "pretty fond memories."

Ferrara echoes the sentiment, but she also wants 
people to know who helped make those fond mem-
ories. "I hope that New Paltz knows that the family 
behind Kon-Tiki are some of the kindest, most gen-
erous, and loving people in this town and beyond. 

They have been nothing but wonderful to me. They 
started out as my bosses and I leave the store with 
them as my family. I feel very blessed to have had the 
opportunity to become great friends with someone 
as amazing as Ludwig. We had been friends before I 
started working at Kon-Tiki, but once I started work-

ing there we would spend our weekends together 
working and the weekdays together just hanging out 
in town. For people that knew Ludwig and how special 
and full of love he was, they would not be surprised to 
know that his parents are equally as amazing, loving, 
and unique. Ludwig obviously got his enormous heart 
from his parents, Virginia and Oscar." ++

Our goal is to create beautiful, healthy smiles 
for our patients that will be valued for a lifetime!
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er to create a comfort-
able and stress-free 
experience for you. We 
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es and Invisalign’s vir-
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Specialist Orthodontist 
Dr. Ahmed Mansour 
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NEW PALTZ  | SCHOOL BOARD

by Sharyn Flanagan

A
T THE NEW Paltz Central School District 
Board of Education (BOE) meeting on 
Wednesday, May 22, the BOE heard from 
former high school coach Anthony Covino, 

who was an employee of the district in that capacity 
for 17 years. He said he’d been advised to bring for-
ward his concerns about a coach hired last year dur-
ing baseball season, who had laid hands on a player 
and verbally abused him. Covino said he found out 
about the incident after the fact, from some players 
on the team and parents. “As a former coach, your 

number one job is the safety of your kids,” he told 
the board. “Number two, I’m then bound to fi le a 
child abuse report, and I did.”

Before this incident happened, he noted, “the 
year he was hired, I was asked to resign, because 
when I came forward to the superintendent [and 
the] athletic director, and showed my concern about 
this individual who was going to be hired -- because 
I, myself, was attacked verbally on school grounds 
four years ago by this parent -- it was swept under-
neath the rug.”  

After that incident, said Covino, “I had to call the 
New Paltz Police, because I was also harassed by this 
individual, followed, and called at my home. The sad 
part is, it all could have been avoided.”

Gesturing to an envelope of materials he’d brought 
with him to the meeting, he told the board, “I have a 
letter that was mailed to me from concerned parents 
last year; mailed to the school and mailed to me. I 
also have my letter of resignation where I stated that 
the warnings I gave this administration that he be 
asked to resign by the athletic director fell on deaf 
ears.” Covino said because he refused to work with 
the individual whose character was so questionable; 
someone who was “thrown out of the local New 
Paltz Little League because of his behavior.”

Covino declined to name the individual in ques-
tion, but said, “the Athletic Association knows who 
he is; parents know who he is; you know who he is; 
you hired him.”

Students came to him, Covino added, to tell him 
they’d seen the incident of the student who was 
abused, but were afraid to come forward, because 
they were afraid of repercussions against them by 
this coach.” Covino said he believes as many as three 

students quit the baseball team this year because of 
this coach’s behavior.

Covino said he was speaking to the BOE because 
he wasn’t sure “if they were even aware of this situ-
ation,” and because he’d been advised by an inves-
tigator in Albany with regard to the report of child 
abuse, to come forward to report this in front of the 
New Paltz School Board. 

No matter what kind of investigation was con-
ducted by the New Paltz district, Covino said, “this 
so-called coach did put his hands on a student, and 
verbally cursed him out. And nothing was done. As a 
parent, I’m concerned about it; as a former coach, I 
wouldn’t expect anybody I worked with, or a parent, 
to do that to a child, in any kind of situation. I went 
to see the superintendent personally, the athletic 
director and the principal, and nothing was done. 
I warned them about this man’s character, and the 
way he does things. I asked them, ‘How do you hire 
a man for scholastic sports who was thrown out of a 
local Little League and can never coach there again 
because of his behavior?’ And within three months-
time, this incident happened, and kids were afraid 
to come forward.”

The student who was abused by this coach “was 
left out alone, and he didn’t want to keep moving 
it forward because he was afraid of repercussions,” 
Covino said. “His parents have called me numerous 
times, upset about the incident. And from what I un-
derstand, an investigation was done with the athletic 
director and the principal there, and they took the 
word of this coach instead of the boy who was as-
saulted, knowing that this guy had a past history.”

The investigation is in progress based on the re-
port of child abuse that Covino fi led. He told the 
board his intentions in coming to them were that if 
something could not be done about this particular 
situation, it could at least prevent future incidents 
where a child is abused.

And in fi ling a report of child abuse, Covino noted, 
“I did my job. Now I’m leaving that job up to you.” ++

Rise Against Hate rally
planned for June 8 in New Paltz

At the New Paltz Central School District Board of 
Education meeting on Wednesday, May 22, two par-
ents of middle school students invited members of 
the BOE to participate in a Rise Against Hate rally 
that will take place on Saturday, June 8. 

“It’s a community response to the incidents that 
have been happening in the schools,” said a parent 
who identifi ed herself as Lexi. “We’d love to see all of 
you, and we invite you to speak if you would like to.” 
The idea is to have an event like this before school 
ends for the year, she noted; to reach the eighth 
graders before they move up and the graduating se-
niors before they move on. 

While parents have heard that the district will be 
doing “something” next year at the middle school 
in collaboration with the national Anti-Defamation 
League, Lexi added, “We wanted to stand up and say 
something now before next year, and have a solid 
community event; we just want to model behavior 
and get the community out.”

The other parent present at the board meeting, 
and co-organizer of the rally, Oley Chanoff , told 
the board they’d been speaking with a lot of people 
about recent incidents, “as I’m sure you all have. 
It’s very interesting to hear people’s perspectives 
on them. And it felt important to us and to a lot of 
people in the community to have some sort of a pub-
lic, collective response; it feels like a crisis to a lot of 
people. We’re getting a lot of feedback, and a lot of 
people feel the same way.”

The Rise Against Hate rally is being supported by 
many groups in the community, he added, reiterat-
ing the request that the Board of Education become 
involved, too. “More importantly, we just want the 
community to understand that a lot of people really 
feel very strongly about this, and it feels like a mo-
ment to make a lot of noise about this kind of thing 
happening; which is happening not just in our com-
munity, but in a lot of diff erent places around the 
country and in our neighboring communities. It 
feels like it’s crucial to have an immediate and direct 
response to it, and that’s what we’re trying to do.”

Prior to the rally there will be a poster-making 
event at Ryan Cronin’s Water Street Market gallery, 
CronArtUSA, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (Bring your 
own poster-making materials.) Participants will then 
walk up Main Street together in solidarity.

-- Sharyn Flanagan

Clarifying the role of sys-ops 
employees in school district

At a New Paltz Central School District Board of 
Education budget forum earlier this spring, before 
the budget was fi nalized, a number of local residents 
spoke about their belief that smaller class sizes were 
the greatest priority, particularly at the kindergarten 
and young elementary stages. As a result, in adopt-
ing a budget, the BOE determined to allocate funds 
designated for other things in order to hire four 
teachers, thus keeping class sizes small. This was 
done at the expense of the jobs of four “sys-ops” em-
ployees, however; systems operation specialists who 
work as technology assistants to the teachers.

The importance of their positions and the desire 
of teachers to retain the employees was stressed at 
the May 8 Board of Education meeting by a number 
of speakers. The board was asked at that time to re-
consider the elimination of the positions, a determi-
nation tabled at the end of the meeting, with board 
members agreeing to “keep the conversation open.” 
The $64 million budget passed on Tuesday, May 21 
by a majority of voters, but the BOE has yet to say the 
fi nal word on how funds will be used.

At the recent regular meeting of the board on 
Wednesday, May 22, the high school sys-op, Kather-
ine McEachin -- one of the four employees who will 
lose her job if the district eliminates the position -- re-
turned to clarify a question raised at the May 8 meet-
ing with regard to how many tasks the sys-ops assist 
the technicians with. One of their jobs is to serve as 
“level one” support to address the easier problems, 
which allows the technicians to reserve their time 
to focus on more complicated issues. (Beyond that, 
while a technician is responsible for making sure the 
hardware and software work, a sys-op is the person 
who sits down and actually works with the student 
or teacher to train them on technology.)

McEachin told the board she’d looked at her work 
logs for the month prior and determined that the 
number of tasks that sys-ops helped the technicians 
with in just that single month was 142. “That means 
that if my position did not exist, there are 142 cases 
in just one month that the technicians would have 
needed to address on top of their current responsi-
bilities.”

-- Sharyn Flanagan

Afraid of repercussions
School district hiring policies and lack of concern for safety of students called into question

“When I came forward to 
the superintendent [and 

the] athletic director, and 
showed my concern about 

this individual, it was swept 
underneath the rug,” said 

Anthony Covino.
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NEW PALTZ  | COMMUNITY

by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ IS a diff erent place during the 
summer months than when college is in 
session. Traffi  c patterns change — although 
not necessary for the better — while tav-

erns and pizza shops get a lot quieter. Robins build 
nests, poison ivy grows voraciously and on Sundays  
Church Street is closed to motorized traffi  c to make 
way for the New Paltz Open Air Market. The market 
is a treasure which college students can enjoy, as it is 
run weekly through October, but opening weekend 
isn't until after most of them head out of town.

Built on the rich history of a farmer's market 
which was located on Main Street until construction 
left that site unavailable, this will be the third year 
that a market is held weekly on Church Street. Un-
der the care of manager Ariana Basco, the New Paltz 
Open Air Market weaves together many elements 
of the earlier farmer's market with threads of New 
Paltz downtown life to hang a tapestry of commu-
nity across the tiny, one-way road every Sunday. The 
Church Street location is visible from Main Street, 
and has space for not only the sale of local produce 
— an abundance which is one of the privileges of liv-
ing in this region — but also other vendors, informa-
tional tables, live music and all the charm and ambi-

It's market time
New Paltz Open Air Market to open on June 2

ence which already exists along this cozy cafe row.
Manager Basco says that there's been an "overwhelm-

ingly positive response" to the new location and all it 
brings. Not only is it a convenient and visible spot in 
the heart of the village, business owners on the street 
consider it to be a benefi t as well. Many vendors are 
eager to return — a good indication that it makes busi-
ness sense — and several more will be joining them for 

2019. Look for all of last year's favorites: Crust & Magic, 
Damn Good Honey, De Facto Community Center Proj-
ect, Denizen Theatre, Don's Polaroid Portraits, Grok 
Bites, H&K Gourmet, Commissary, Luigi Infused Oils, 
Pancake Hollow Sugarworks, Tributary Farm, Wright's 
Farm and Xek Noir; new this year are Moonfl ower 
Breads, Owl Spirit Garden herbs, hot sauces from 
Ram's Valley, Drifted Creations crafts and Doc Schwarz 
Wine Jelly. Vendors are selected by the market's board 
members from all applications received.

The music sets this version of the market apart 
from its forebears. Live music — engaging enough to 
be enjoyable, but not loud enough to make conver-
sation diffi  cult — happens every week from noon until 
2 p.m. Each week a diff erent artist is paid to provide 
the ambience. Booked thus far are Emily Beck, Nina 
Manas, Kyle Carlson, Joseph Tobin, Anna May, and An-
drew Jordan. Musicians, take note: there are still slots 
open, with a preference for solo acts and acoustic sets.

A nonprofi t presence is fostered by off ering space 
for free when there's no retail sales involved. New 
this year is the New Paltz paint swap, an innovative 
exchange usually operated out of Village Hall which 
will be brought — cans and all — to Church Street, 
where partially-used cans of paint can be taken home 
for free. Paint donations are also part of the program, 
but Basco did not know at press time if donations will 
be accepted at the market or not. Normal drop-off s are 
the second Saturday of every month, from 9  to 11 a.m. 
on the second fl oor of the Village Hall.

With the market now solidly in this location, Basco 
is looking to hand off  its management in future years. 
There are other ideas she's mulled over which perhaps 
her successor will tackle, such as making it possible 
to accept food stamps at the market, and getting the 
street closures baked into village law rather than hav-
ing to make a formal request every season. That's all for 
another day, however; what's important now are the 
dates of this year's New Paltz Open Air Market: every 
Sunday from June 2 to October 28, with each of those 
22 markets running from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. More infor-
mation is available on Facebook. ++

The New Paltz Open Air Market on Church Street will open on June 2.

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528

Auto
Home 

 Motorcycle
Boat 

Business
FOX
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

Always ahead of the pack

845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

Funky Junky

Gently used items for sale
“There’s a little somethin’ for everyone!”

OPEN: Mon., Wed., & Fri. 12 – 4, Sat. 10 – 4
Call or text shop owner Toni at: 

(845)337-6278

Our Pets are Everything
We can’t imagine life without them. But when they’re sick, need emergency care, routine 
exams, vaccinations, clean and safe boarding, or attention for any reason at all, we’re here 
for them — and you — with all the warmth and compassion they deserve.

Our skilled doctors and staff provide the latest, safest diagnostics and treatment for dogs, 
cats, birds and exotic pets. Plus a full range of discounted wellness care packages and 
post-operative rehabilitation to help keep your pet happy and healthy through every stage 
of their lives.

We care.
We have pets too.

 Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman

Newburgh 
Veterinary 
Hospital is

14 North Chestnut St. New Paltz
845-255-1890

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Open every day except Sunday.

For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

Law enforcement & military discounts available. 
1716 Route 300 Newburgh

845-564-2660

Discounted Wellness
Care Packages for all

phases of life.

Family owned since 1993.

Open 7 Days 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

Homegrown Strawberries!
Homegrown Tuscan Kale

Cider Donuts made every morning!
Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream!

THE GARDENER’S PLACE TO BE!
• Flowering Annuals
• Huge Selection of Perennials
• Vegetable Plants and Herbs
• Trees, Shrubs & Rose Bushes
• Gifts and Supplies for Gardening
• Bulk Mulch, Compost & Top Soil
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Celebrating the climb
(Continued from page 1) 

the edges of Shawangunk Ridge, known to intimates 
as “the Gunks.”

In 1970, when climbing in the Northeast US was 
still in its infancy, one of New Paltz’s rock climbing 
pioneers, Dick Williams, scraped together enough 
money to open a climbing shop where like-minded 
folks could buy clothing, footwear, ropes and the 
very best climbing gear and hardware available. He 
purchased the old wooden building, which was once 
a hardware store, and named the shop Rock and 
Snow. This site quickly became a subculture hub of 
climbers, hikers, skiers and snowshoers who could 
purchase the equipment they needed, swap various 
war stories, recount and record newly blazed routes 
and trails and become immersed in a community of 
others who seemed to live within the margins and 
crevices and wide expanses of the mountains.

This institution only cemented itself and grew in 
popularity with the local community and out-of-
town visitors who were looking for some great rock 
climbing. Nothing bespoke New Paltz climbing and 
outdoor enthusiast like one of the many humorous, 
clever and irreverent Rock and Snow tee-shirts that 
still sell faster than fried dough at a county fair. But 
in February of 1990, a fi re that started in the old cob-
bler shop in the back of Rock and Snow quickly en-
gulfed the structure. Firefi ghters worked tirelessly 
through the freezing-cold night to keep the fi re con-
tained. They were able to save the rest of the neigh-
boring buildings, but 44 Main Street was reduced to 
a smoldering parking lot.

That’s when Gottlieb, now longtime manager of 
the store, teamed up with Williams to become a co-
owner and had the new building designed and built 
while they kept the shop running in a rented space 
next to the post offi  ce across the street. In 1993 the 
new building was completed, and by 2000 Gottlieb 
had purchased the business and building from Wil-
liams, who was ready to retire after 30 years at the 
helm.

The Rock and Snow culture continued to fl ourish 
by staying true to its mission, employing knowledge-

able, friendly, rock-weathered staff  and never taking 
themselves too seriously. There were many changes 
happening as rock climbing became increasingly 
more in vogue and climbing gyms were proliferat-
ing faster than storage units. Smaller climbing shops 
were expanding beyond their means or selling out 
to chain stores. But at Rock and Snow, they stayed 
right-sized and focused on their community. For 
them, it was all about their clients who shared their 
love of the Gunks. It was about working to champi-
on rock climbing in the area, protect and preserve 
the Shawangunks while promoting ecotourism and 
keeping the community currency alive and healthy. 
To that end, the store became a gathering place for 
free slideshows of amazing climbs, documentary 
fi lms, climbing and mountaineering book-readings 
and signings and a plethora of rock-related events 
that all took place inside the cathedral ceilings of 
the store, where barefoot and bandana-clad outliers 
found themselves on the inside of something special.

For 40 years, Gottlieb has served as the conduit 
for all of the electricity that has kept Rock and Snow 
fl ourishing in a climate where independent busi-
nesses struggle. It is the second-oldest climbing 
store in the country and one of the few remaining 
independent climbing stores -- and one that is thriv-
ing, at that.

While his magnetism and enthusiasm have kept 
the air inside the walls of the store oxygen-rich, his 
true calling has always been the outdoors. He has 
rock- and ice-climbed all across the country, Canada 
and Europe, but his bivy sack is the Gunks. He has 
climbed nearly every route, hiked nearly every trail 
and come to know the various hemlock, chestnut 
and birch forests as well as the millstones and dwarf 
pine groves and abandoned quarries and wild blue-

berry bushes that are strewn throughout the moun-
tains like hidden or not-so-hidden treasures.

He has never kept his exploration of the region a se-
cret, but instead has encouraged and even beckoned 
family and friends to discover it with him. Over the 
years, his innumerable rock and ice climbs, snow-
shoeing, skiing, cycling, hiking and bushwhacking 
adventures have taken place with his wife Teri, his 

daughter Celia and hundreds of friends and family 
and fellow travelers. His passion for the region has 
led him to become a conduit for the Gunks, an am-
bassador to the Ridge, a gatekeeper who never had 

“He’s imparted so much 

knowledge to me, and so much 

about just being a good human 

being and compassionate 

person. And I’m going to miss 

him behind the counter; but 

I’m going to be so happy to see 

him out on the cliff s climbing,” 

said Andrew Zalewski, the new 

owner of Rock and Snow.

LAUREN THOMAS

Rock and Snow owner Rich Gottlieb was celebrated last week by Mohonk Preserve for his nearly 40 years in the rock 
climbing business.

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

— Reserve Now For —
FATHER’S DAY!
Brunch 11am - 3pm • Dinner 4 - 7pm

~ Reservations Essential ~

Our screened porches & patio are  OPEN!

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities
SUMMER  “MOVEIN” SPECIAL! 

$1,000 Off 
Your 1st Month’s Rent

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries
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“I’m excited for Rich’s next 

chapter,” said Mohonk 

Preserve director Glenn 

Hoagland. “He has a motto 

that he likes to give until it 

hurts, and he’s done just that: 

He’s given to us all. He’s like a 

benevolent king of our majestic 

kingdom – and a humble king 

at that.”

a gate, a business-owner who never really wanted to 
own anything, but simply to share it.

This benevolence and selfl essness are what led 
to a retirement party at the Mohonk Preserve Visi-
tors’ Center last Wednesday appearing to be more 
of a rock concert or fi lm festival, where everyone 
had gathered for a slideshow of Gottlieb’s four de-
cades of frolicking in the mountains or hard at work 
in the shop. There wasn’t a parking spot available at 
the Visitors’ Center for this party. There were people 
of all ages, many of them wearing vintage Rock and 
Snow shirts, many of them people who were drawn 
to the region because of the mountains in one form 
or another, but all of whom adored Gottlieb.

“I’m excited for Rich’s next chapter,” said Mohonk 
Preserve director Glenn Hoagland. “I’m so grateful 
for everything he’s done, and Rock and Snow has 
done, to support the Preserve, to support climbing, 
to support our community. He has a motto that he 
likes to give until it hurts, and he’s done just that: 

He’s given to us all. He’s like a benevolent king of our 
majestic kingdom – and a humble king at that,” he 
said holding up a sweatshirt that the Preserve had 
made for Gottlieb that said “la roi de le roche.”

As he stepped up to the podium, with his arm 

around his wife and the slideshow streaming behind 
him, Gottlieb had tears in his eyes. “We love you, 
buddy!” someone shouted from the crowd. Then 
everyone just started clapping and cheering and 
shining the light on this man of the mountain. When 
he could fi nally speak, the jokester in him said that, 
instead of “receiving gifts and cards, the next time 
we’re all together like this, I’ll just be receiving fl ow-
ers.”

Then he told a story about seeing a man walking 
alongside the Thruway exit wearing a tee-shirt that 
said, “It’s all a dream.” “And it is all a dream— and 
what a great dream it’s been,” Gottlieb said, chok-
ing up. “But dreams aren’t so simple, and they take 
support. And I’ve had such incredible support from 
the Preserve, from the people I work with, from my 
family, from all of you. What’s so remarkable is how 
people come into your life and make such a diff er-
ence. Rock and Snow wouldn’t be the same without 
all of you.”

People kept walking up to the mic and talking 
about his humanity, how he brought them into the 
Rock and Snow family and on hikes and climbs 
and always made them feel supported. There were 
people who recited limericks and others who talked 
about crazy climbs, and some great one-liners by 
Gottlieb, who is the king of puns.

But in all of this there was this feeling of celebrat-
ing something bigger than Gottlieb and Rock and 
Snow. It was a celebration of a lifestyle that still con-
nects people to nature and to each other and to a 
canopy of beauty. It was a sense of community and 
that, despite the various black holes we all get caught 
up in, there is this larger constellation supporting us.

If you’ve ever gone on an adventure with Gottlieb, 
you’ve realized that his knowledge of the area is so 
detailed and extensive and that his peanut M & M 
breaks are as essential as fi nding the trail markers. 
You learn that the world is vast and your place in it 
small, but within that corner there is a place to ad-
vocate for good.

“He’s imparted so much knowledge to me, and 
so much about just being a good human being and 
compassionate person. And I’m going to miss him 
behind the counter; but I’m going to be so happy to 
see him out on the cliff s climbing,” said Andrew Za-
lewski, the new owner of Rock and Snow.

Gottlieb said that he felt that his desire to be outside 
more and more, and his confi dence in Zalewski and 

the rest of the Rock and Snow staff , was such that he 
knew it was the right time to move on and turn the 
business over. “I say passing the ‘baton’ and not the 
‘torch,’ because we already had one fi re,” he joked.

Like Gottlieb, Zalewski applied for a job at the store 
as an earnest, hungry young rock climber. He was 
rejected the fi rst time, and still has the application 
to prove it, with NG (No Good) initialed at the top of 
his employment plea. Like all great rock climbers, 
he persisted. A year later he was hired, and soon be-
came the go-to guy for all things bouldering, which 
was the new craze rocking the ridge.

By 2009, Zalewski was Gottlieb’s junior partner 
and had become the steward of one of the largest 
climbing guidebook collections in any store, any-
where, with the most up-to-date climbing/hiking 
guidebooks, not to mention a plethora of intriguing 
mountaineering memoirs, biographies and adven-
ture narratives. “We might carry 75 diff erent lines in 
the store, but Andrew has amassed 50 diff erent book 
companies in that section. He was also the brains 
behind the consignment shop,” said Gottlieb, refer-
ring to the Annex, Rock and Snow’s second build-
ing, completed three years ago, which allows climb-
ers and outdoor folks to sell their lightly worn gear 
and purchase other gently used items in an egalitar-
ian fashion. “That was all his idea. He’s an excellent 
rock climber and loves to boulder, and he knows the 
computer systems,” and just has a knack for keeping 
the store vibrant and current and evolving with the 
changing slip-and-slides.

As for the day after the party and his retirement: 
Gottlieb was overwhelmed by the outpouring and 
fi lled with gratitude, and said that he would use the 
envelopes for the cards people had written to him 
to stoke the fi re in the winter when the temperature 
dropped. His offi  ce is now the Gunks, and he was 
spotted out on the cliff s, looking over at Sky Top, tak-
ing pictures of wildfl owers and Teri spiderwebbing 
her way up the climb.

Without warning or time to ponder, Gottlieb was 
asked by the New Paltz Times to name his favorite 
climb in the Gunks. “Square Meal, out at Millbrook,” 
he said. Most challenging climb? “Happiness is a 110 
Degree Wall,” also at Millbrook. Favorite hike? Mine 
Hole, which is a not-so-well-known but enchanting 
trail in Minnewaska State Park. Favorite view? All of 
the ones he has yet to see. Here’s to a great run that 
will undoubtedly lead to many exciting new walks. ++

NEW PALTZ
216 Rt. 32 N. 

New Paltz, NY 12561
845-419-2899

KINGSTON
368 Broadway, Ste. 105,

Kingston, NY 12401
845-338-7472

6 WEEKS AFTER
CoolSculpting® Session

Photos courtesy of Lauren Montemayor, MS, PA-C
Deep Blue Med Spa at Long Island Plastic Surgical Group PC

BEFORE
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Weekend

June 15th-16th
Ulster County Fairgrounds
New Paltz, NY

JOIN US FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND!
FREE SAMPLING ALL DAY LONG! 85+ VENDORS, WINERIES, 

BREWERIES, DISTILLERIES AND SO MUCH MORE! 

BRING THE FAMILY! KIDS AGES 10 AND UNDER ARE FREE! 

PURCHASE TICKETS AT: www.hvwineandchocolate.com

Who has time to  
scrutinize your business  
banking needs?

Chances are, you may not be 
getting what you need. Our 
business check-up can introduce 
you to banking solutions that can 
save you time and money. 

To schedule a review
of your business
banking needs visit
your local branch or 
review.salisburybank.info

We Do.

Checking & Savings

Merchant Services

Remote Deposit

Business Loans

And much more...

We’ll review:

salisburybank.com

Fishkill
845.896.9300

New Paltz
845.256.0003 

Newburgh 
845.562.6766

Poughkeepsie
845.454.5511 

Red Oaks Mill
845.463.2265

©Salisbury Bank and Trust CompanyMember FDIC Equal Housing Lender

Servicing your community 
for over 40 years

SUMMER’S
COMING!

Are you ready?

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is 
changing, but local, on-the-
ground, fact-checked journalism 
is needed now more than ever. 
We believe it’s important for the 
entire community, regardless 
of economic position, to have 
access to the local news that 
impacts their lives most. That’s 
why we don’t place our online 
content behind a paywall. 
    But good, local journalism 
costs money to produce. That’s 
where you come in. We’re asking 
our online readers: If you value 
what we do, please consider 
making a contribution. Your help 
will ensure independent, locally 
owned journalism will continue 
to thrive in your community.

hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1ALMANAC WEEKLYALMANAC WEEKLYALMANAC WEEKLY
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Prices, programs and promotions effective Sun., June 2 thru Sat., June 8, 2019 in the ShopRite® Store in New Paltz only. Sunday sales subject to local blue laws. No sales made to other retailers or wholesalers. We reserve the right to limit purchases of any sale item to four (4) 
purchases, per item, per household, per day, except where otherwise noted. Minimum or additional purchase requirements noted for any advertised item exclude the purchase of prescription medications, gift cards, gift certificates, postage stamps, money orders, money transfers, 
lottery tickets, bus tickets, fuel and Metro passes, as well as milk, cigarettes, tobacco products, alcoholic beverages or any other items prohibited by law. Only one manufacturer coupon may be used per item and we reserve the right to limit manufacturer coupon redemptions to 
four (4) identical coupons per household per day, unless otherwise noted or further restricted by manufacturer. Sales tax is applied to the net retail of any discounted item or any ShopRite® coupon item. We are required by law to charge sales tax on the full price of any item or 
any portion of an item that is discounted with the use of a manufacturer coupon or a manufacturer sponsored (or funded) Price Plus® club card discount. Not responsible for typographical errors. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale; it is for display purposes only. 
Copyright© Wakefern Food Corp., 2019. All rights reserved. Digital Coupon savings can be loaded to your Price Plus® club card IN STORE at the service desk, kiosk or contact 1-800-ShopRite.

Present This Coupon at Time of Purchase Order, Pick Up or Delivery to Receive Discount

With this coupon and additional purchase of $50.00 or more 
(excluding fuel and items prohibited by law). Limit one per 

family. Void if reproduced, sold or transferred. Cash value 1/100 
cent. Good at any ShopRite® store. © 2019 Wakefern Food Corp. 

Effective Sun., June 2 thru Sat., June 8, 2019.

SUPERCOUPON

0 043540 2

Your purchase 
of $50.00 
or more

$500
OFF

SUPER
COUPON 
SAVINGSWhite Claw 

Hard Seltzer 
12-Pack
12-oz. cans or btls. 

$1299

H

$$

Yuengling
Lager

12-Pack
12-oz. cans or btls.

$999

Y

$

We’re flashing back to 1975!

ShopRite of New Paltz
Where Magic Happens!

Groovy! Right On!
Anniversary
“Flashback Sale”

441/2
Year

USDA
CHOICE

BEEF

Boneless
Sirloin Steak

Fresh, Beef Loin

$477
lb.

$5.99 lb.

-$1.22 lb.

ShopRite
Sale Price

FINAL PRICE

Limit 
5-lbs.

Wow!

80% Lean
Ground Beef

Family Pack, Fresh

$199
lb.

$2.99 lb.

-$1.00 lb.

ShopRite
Sale Price

FINAL PRICE

Limit 
1-pkg.

Wow!

Vidalia
Onions

U.S. #1, Product of Georgia

49¢
lb.

Snow Crab 
Clusters

5 to 8-oz., Frozen, 
Wild Caught

$899
lb.

FINAL PRICE

$9.99 lb.

- $1.00 lb.

ShopRite
Sale Price

Limit 4-lbs.
Wow!

Sweet
Peaches

Juicy

99¢
lb.

SAVE 50¢
LIMIT 4 OFFERS

ShopRite
Butter

1-lb. pkg. (Excluding
 Organic) Quarters, 
Salted or Unsalted

$249

New York 
State Cheddar

(Deli Dept.) Chunk Only

Wow!

Sta

Wow $299
lb.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

$299
lb.

FINAL PRICE

$3.99 lb.

- $1.00 lb.

ShopRite
Sale Price

Limit 4-lbs.

ShopRite
Domestic Ham

(Deli Dept.) Store Sliced

$$$$$$$$Wow!

Bragg Organic 
Apple Cider 

Vinegar
32-oz.

$299SAVE $3.00
LIMIT 2

Flipz Chocolate 
Covered Pretzels

4 to 5-oz. bag, Any Variety

$43
FOR

Less or additional items will 
scan at $2.49 each.

MUST
BUY 3

C$3
MUST BUY 3

Limit 1 Offer

3
FOR

$199SAVE 50¢
LIMIT 4 OFFERS

Heinz
Ketchup
38-oz. squeeze btl.

$199SAVE $1.40
LIMIT 4

$$
Wow!

Store Baked 
Cherry, 

Blueberry or 
Apple Pie

24-oz.

ooooorrree BBtttoooooo
Wow!

$599SAVE $3.00

Boston 
Cream 
Cakes

24-oz., Store Made

Jiffy
Steam Pans

10-ct., USA or

$199

Pretzel 
Crisps

(Deli Dept.) 6.2 to 7.2-oz. bag, 
Assorted Varieties

Wow!
$199

MUST BUY 4
80¢

OFF 4
Celeste  

Pizza for One
5 to 5.22-oz. box, 

Any Variety

77¢
Wow!

Events:
Free Food Samplings!Saturday, June 8th

11am - 4pm 
“Staying Alive in ‘75”Food & Music

from 1975 

Events:
Come Join Our 

Birthday Cake 

Celebration

Tuesday, June 4th 
10am - 2pm 

Plus Dep. or Fee Where Req., Not Available in NJ or PABeer
Valid: 6/2 - 6/9/19
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ROSENDALE  | HOUSE TOUR

Restored Queen Anne treasure, Rosendale.

 19th-century farmhouse transformed - rainbow surprise.

Hasbrouck family stone house beauty, High Falls .

by Frances Marion Platt

B
EAUTIFUL RURAL LANDSCAPES and fi ne 
old historic homes don’t just save them-
selves. It takes human energy, usually in 
the form of volunteer activism, and fi nan-

cial wherewithal, usually fueled by heritage tourism, 
to keep our region’s visual treasures as pristine as pos-
sible. While we tend to think of the Wallkill Valley Land 
Trust (WVLT) as being all about preserving farmland, 
trails and viewsheds, the organization also recognizes 
public interest in historic structures as an important 
component of what makes its work possible.

Consequently, beginning in 2011, WVLT has been 
conducting an annual historic house tour each 
spring under the title Houses on the Land, “con-
ceived as a serious long-term project to identify and 

research the most historically and culturally signifi -
cant houses, farm properties and historic sites in 
the eight towns we serve in southern Ulster County 
(Esopus, Gardiner, Lloyd, Marlborough, New Paltz, 
Plattekill, Rosendale, Shawangunk).” It’s a major 
fundraiser for WVLT, but it also serves to foster the 
kind of curiosity about local history that makes resi-
dents and visitors alike feel personally invested in 
the places that the Land Trust is committed to save.

Plus, these tours are simply tremendous fun: op-
portunities not to be missed, since each one makes 
it not only possible but easy to visit a whole lot of 
diff erent sites -- many of them not normally open to 
the general public -- in a single day, not to be repeat-
ed. Previous years’ tours have focused, in order, on 
Kettleborough, Clintondale, Esopus, Gardiner/Sha-
wangunk, Marlborough, Lloyd, northern New Paltz/
Bontecoe and Plattekill. The ninth annual Houses on 
the Land tour, coming up on Saturday, June 1 from 
11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., spotlights “Rosendale and Be-
yond: Reshaping the Land – Farmsteads, Cement 
Works and Canal Towns.”

This year’s expedition will explore the fascinating 
early history and industrial and cultural heritage of 
Rosendale and surrounding hamlets – High Falls, 
Cottekill, Binnewater, Lawrenceville, Bloomington 
(originally called Wagendale, for the Van Wagenen 
family) and Eddyville – from the days of the area’s 
early agrarian Dutch settlements through its evolu-
tion into a prosperous industrial boomtown in the 19th 
century to its recent resurgence as a thriving artistic 
community. The town and its environs were shaped to 
a great extent by the building of the D & H Canal to 
transport coal from Pennsylvania to the Hudson River; 
the discovery of  natural Rosendale cement – prized for 
its exceptional hardness, durability and ability to set 

underwater; and later the Wallkill Valley Railroad.
Providing access to four historic sites and nine pri-

vate homes – including one “surprise” house whose 
identity will not be revealed until the day of the tour – 
the day will begin with registration at St. Peter’s Catho-
lic Church, built in 1875 by Irish and German immigrant 
miners and canawlers. From there, it’s a self-guided ad-
venture, although volunteer docents will be on hand to 
help with interpretation at each stop along the route. 
Stone farmhouses, Greek Revival, Italianate and Co-
lonial Revival structures dating from the early 18th to 
the 20th century will be among the points of interest. 
Historic sites to be visited include Jacob Lowe Snyder’s 
1809 Century House in Rosendale – whose Colonial Re-
vival interiors have not been open to public viewing in 
some years – and its adjacent Museum, Carriage House 
and Widow Jane Mine; the DePuy Canal House in High 
Falls, soon to become the D & H Canal Historical Soci-
ety’s Museum headquarters; and the Women’s Studio 
Workshop in Binnewater, located in the former F. O. 
Norton Cement company store and post offi  ce. A wine-
tasting reception from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on the grounds of 
one of the homes will wrap up a very full and busy day.

Register now at (845) 255-2761 or www.wallkillval-
leylt.org to reserve your place on the WVLT 2019 
Houses on the Land tour, or in person between 
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on the day of the tour at St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church, located at 1017 Keator Av-
enue in Rosendale, just downstream from the Rond-
out Trestle. That’s also where you can pick up your 
tickets, a detailed guidebook and map with suggest-
ed navigation route. Tickets cost $50 general admis-
sion, $45 for WVLT members until May 30 and $55/$50 
thereafter. All proceeds benefi t the land preservation 
work of the Wallkill Valley Land Trust. ++

Making history concrete
WVLT house tour on June 1 spotlights Rosendale & vicinity
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GARDINER  | EVENT

LACE PHOTO MEDIA

This year's Craft Market Walk will take place in Gardiner on June 1.

by Frances Marion Platt

W
HEN LUCIA CIVILE, who runs the 
brand strategy and design fi rm LACE 
Photo Media with her sister Alicia, 
took over and rebranded the Gardin-

er Association of Businesses a couple of years back, 
she realized that the town needed a shot in the arm 
in the form of an annual street festival spotlighting 
the local maker community. And the sisters wanted 
the event to benefi t a local charity. The result is their 
“walk for a cause” called the Craft Market Walk, a mile-
long stretch of curated vendors, live entertainment 
and activities that will have its third annual outing this 
coming Saturday, June 1 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The route for the Craft Market Walk begins at 
the Gardiner Library in the hamlet and follows the 
Wallkill Valley Rail Trail north to the Yard Owl Craft 
Brewery, located in the industrial park off  Steve’s 
Lane. Lucia was inspired by the many hours that she 
and her siblings had spent at the library while grow-
ing up in Gardiner, fi rst at its cramped original loca-
tion in Station Square and more recently at the ex-
pansive new library building on Farmers’ Turnpike. 
She recalled the ingenious way that library staff , 
board and volunteers had economized on moving 
costs by organizing a “book brigade,” literally pass-
ing its book inventory hand-over-hand from the old 
building to the new one a couple of blocks away.

“The library gives so much to the community, puts 
on so many free events,” she says. “We wanted to 
bring visibility to the library, and to the makers and 
to the town that we grew up in. Downtown Gardiner 
is a place that many people just drive through. We 
wanted to show people the beauty of the area and 
the talent in the community.”

About 80 craft vendors, hawking such products 
as “handmade jewelry, vintage furniture, all-natural 
skincare, herbal remedies, farmhouse pottery, upcy-
cled clothing, small-batch spirits, craft beer [and] lo-
cal wine,” will participate in this year’s Walk, “some 
of them premiering,” Civile notes. “We don’t allow 
any MLMs [multilevel marketing]. They’re all selling 
things they make themselves -- from all over the Hud-
son Valley, but a large portion are from Gardiner.”

The shopping opportunities will be clustered in 
three main areas: on the library grounds, in Station 
Square (opposite Pasquale’s Pizzeria on Main Street) 
and at Yard Owl. “There will be music acts all along 
the way as well,” says Civile. “Each site will feature 
music specially picked for that location.” The library 
has recently built an outdoor music stage to support 
such events, she notes.

The Craft Market Walk is designed to be both fam-
ily- and pet-friendly, according to Civile. “Sunfl ower 
Studios will have a big setup at the library. There 
will be kids’ activities and a henna artist. At 3 p.m., 
Fighting Spirit Karate will give a karate demonstra-
tion at the Yard Owl. And Stone Wave Yoga will be 
hosting a party afterwards, at 5:30, with games and 
music, community and yoga.” Attendees are encour-
aged to bring along their pets (leashed, of course) for 
the walk, and numerous vendors will be supplying 
drinking water for dogs as well as people. A free sun-
screen station will also be set up.

The Craft Market Walk route is a mile out and a 
mile back. Free parking opportunities are ample at 
both ends as well as on-street in the hamlet. Taxi ser-

vice will be available for those who can’t manage the 
round-trip walk, but Civile notes that the Rail Trail 
makes for a nice, level, leisurely stroll. “The Walk 
has another layer: It brings visibility to the Rail Trail 
as well…We had more than 3,000 people show up 
the fi rst year, spread out over a mile over six to eight 
hours -- so many people walking and riding their 
bikes. It was so fun to see the trail utilized the way 
it’s meant to be.”

At fi rst the Civile sisters tried choosing a diff erent 
local charity each year for the funds raised by rent-
ing vendor spots along the route and from raffl  e tick-
et sales, but this year they think they’ve found their 
permanent benefi ciary. They’re endowing a scholar-
ship fund with the Ulster Community College Foun-
dation, to which the Foundation will commit some 
of its own funds each year once donors have con-
tributed a minimum of $1,000 annually for 25 years. 
“This will provide a scholarship at SUNY Ulster for 
anyone in the arts. When my sister and I were in 
school, there was not a lot to choose from in the way 
of scholarships. We’d like to do it year after year.” 
This year’s fundraising goal is $3,000, and donations 
can be made online at https://visitgardinerny.com/
why-we-walk-2019.

Gardiner Library vendors
Bracelets Under The Gunks, Annie’s Sweets, It’s 

A Trap Lando,Flamin’ Flo’s Flickers, Humming Bird 
Hollow, B. Moore for the Birds, Doc Schwarz Wine 
Jelly, Soul Whispers Art, Frontier Baskets, Living 
Word Decor, Goodwill Church, Sound and Vision 
Music Collective Live Music, Tipsy Turtle Henna, 
Sunfl ower Art Studios.

Station square vendors
Cliff hound, GOST, Teller Hill, Marysa Sacerdote 

Jewelry, Minky and Sweet, Uptown Attic, Heart and 
Arrow Handcrafted, Drifted Creations, Emy Des-
serts, Vegan Wines, Bloc Art, Hudson Valley Cold 
Pressed Oils, A Cake Well Dunn, Adina Marguerite 
Creative, Cheyenne Mallo Pottery, Drifted Creations, 
Itsy Bitsy Thunderpaw, Three Wags, Violet and Blue, 
Olde York Farm, Maki Crafts, T-Cult, Freefall Sangria, 
They’re GOURDgeous, Pine Spirit Woolworks, Bella 
Woodwork Designs, Shoshona Snow, Tuthilltown 
Spirits, Donna Lynn Creations, Sacred Herbs, Kettle-
borough Cider, Made with Love Skincare, SunCom-
mon Table Sponsor, Matt Booth Live Music, Shlomo 
Franklin Live Music.

Rail Trail vendors
Pura Vida Kettlecorn, Java Blue Coff ee, Whiskey 

Business, Pixie Floss, Yoga Wellness BodyWork.

Yard Owl Brewery vendors
Woodside Blue Preserves, Totie Totes, Whole Clar-

ity, Metals and Pieces, Sarah LaSpada Jewelry, Small 
Paws Farm, High Falls Extracts, Handmade by Bar-
bara, Miracles Day Spa, High Gear Jewelry, Beacon 
Candle Company, Nubi Binu, Hudson Craft Co. Local 
Artisan Bakery, Sara Golden Jewelry, Preusser Ce-
ramics, Farm Body Skincare, Immune Schein, Mat-
thew Silverman, Wells Fargo Table Sponsor, World’s 
Coolest Rain Gauge, Carps Custom Creations, NYS-
SF, Fighting Spirit, Kevin Kennedy Live Music, Sheila 
Dee and the Dazzlers Live Music.

Admission to the 2019 Gardiner Craft Market Walk 
is free. Don’t forget to bring along a reusable shopping 
bag or two! To learn more, including the full list of ven-
dors, visit https://visitgardinerny.com/event. ++

Stroll, stop & shop
Craft Market Walk returns to Wallkill Valley Rail Trail in 

Gardiner this Saturday

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 
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Question authority
(Continued from page 1) 

“A shocking discovery”
(Continued from page 1) 

excited” about graduation, Holland-Shepler said, 
“but we want to celebrate this on our turf. Last year 
graduation was held at the SUNY New Paltz gym-
nasium, to compensate for loud construction on Putt 
Corners. We were promised this would be temporary, 
so we were shocked to recently discover that gradua-
tion would be held at the gym again instead of the high 
school football fi eld. Earlier in the year myself and 
other class offi  cers were told we would choose where 
our graduation was to be held, and we requested the 
football fi eld, but were denied by Ms. Rice [Superin-
tendent of Schools Maria Rice] on the premise that the 
SUNY gym is already printed on the school calendar.”

Rice has refused to listen to their requests, he said, 
“and the class will not sit idly by” when it’s only “a 
simple location change.”

Holland-Shepler reminded the board, “We can still 
fi x this. With 35 days until graduation, there’s ample 

time to change location, and send out any notices. 
Larger things have been done in less time.”

Graduation is “a very, very large thing,” he added. 
“And much like you, I was elected to represent my 
peers. We’re the children of the parents who voted 
you all into offi  ce. I hope you listen to the constitu-
ents directly aff ected by your decisions every day. 
We ask that the School Board compel Ms. Rice to 
hear our request, and have our graduation at the 
high school football fi eld, heeding the wishes of the 
vast majority of our senior class. Please let us gradu-
ate on the football fi eld; it would mean the world to 
us. It feels like a gut punch to not be able to graduate 
on the fi eld that we’ve been imagining for 12 years.”

Superintendent Rice was not in attendance at the 
meeting. Deputy Superintendent Michelle Martoni 
sat at the table in Rice’s absence. ++

Maria Rice has refused to 
listen to their requests,

Evan Holland-Shepler said, 
“and the class will not sit 
idly by” when it’s only “a 
simple location change.”

on his feet when it comes to answering questions 
-- or, more accurately in this case, coming up with 
the question that goes with the answer. “After you’ve 
had the experience of defending a thesis, answering 
questions fast is not a foreign thing,” he says.

Barcomb, who lives with his wife Sujatha Sankaran 
and their daughter Maddie near the New Paltz bor-
der in Gardiner, became a hometown hero on May 
17 when the fi nal round of the 2019 Jeopardy! Teach-
ers’ Tournament was broadcast on ABC. He won the 
$100,000 grand prize, which he says will be sending 

Maddie to college.
A high school physics teacher who works for the 

Hendrick Hudson School District in the town of Mon-
trose in Westchester County, Barcomb grew up near 
Glens Falls, earned his BS in Physics at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and then did his Navy stint in 
the early 1990s before going on the PhD program at 
SUNY Albany, where he met his wife. His military 
service came during the Gulf War, but he didn’t see any 
action; “The desert doesn’t need a lot of submarines,” 
he quips. He did get to use his science training as a nu-
clear propulsion offi  cer, however. Asked whether the 
responsibilities of that position were anything like be-
ing Scotty in Star Trek, he responds, “If that were me, 
I’d be wearing a red shirt in the back.”

Being quick at answering trivia questions comes 
naturally to Barcomb, who grew up in a family of com-
petitive Jeopardy! fans. “My Mom and brothers and sis-
ter all loved Trivial Pursuit, which we started playing 
when I was about 12. When Jeopardy! came back on in 
1984, we watched it from the beginning.” He continued 
watching the show whenever he could get access to TV 
broadcasts during his Navy years, and had a couple of 

housemates who were also avid fans and “really good” 
at getting the questions, he recalls. To this day he en-
joys a bond with his sister, who now lives in Oneonta, 
over their shared passion for trivia: “We get together 
about once a week to be our own team.”

In fact, Barcomb credits a Jeopardy! champion 
with a long run on the show in the 1980s for inspir-
ing him to pursue higher education. “I think it was 
in Season Two, there was a guy I really looked up to, 
named Chuck Forrest, who was a graduate student. 
He had a smirk; you could tell he knew it. It got me 
thinking that grad students were smart people, and 
that I needed to go to grad school.”

Being on Jeopardy! thus became a long-term goal – 
one that required tenacity. “I had no idea how to get 
on something like that,” he says. “Once I got to Hen-
drick Hudson, I started taking the online test. I did 
that for about 12 years.” Twice within a three-year 
period he made the cut to be interviewed in New 
York City, but was eliminated, he thinks, because his 
onscreen presentation was “a little too calm.” When 
he was called up again last September, he says, “I 
tried to be a little diff erent -- to be goofy in my own 
way.” Some wry, low-key humorous responses made 
the regional interviewer laugh, and Barcomb fi nally 
got selected to join the pool of 15 semi-fi nalists for 
this year’s Teachers’ Tournament.

The TV show fl ew him and his competitors out to 
Culver City, California for two weeks of taping: one 
to determine the three fi nalists, and the second to 
win the championship. “I got to meet some nice peo-
ple. Being able to hear how teaching is in other states 
made me appreciate New York State,” he says. Inter-
estingly, both of the other fi nalists are also products 
of the New York education system: Second-place 
fi nisher Conor Quinn lives in Albany and teaches 
history in Troy, and third-place fi nisher Sara DelVil-
lano, who now teaches music in Maryland, was born 
in Binghamton, according to Barcomb.

Being “able to bring up information to the fore-
front quickly” wasn’t the only skill that enabled Bar-
comb to dominate the Teachers’ Tournament, he 
says. Timing when to push the buzzer to opt into try-
ing to answer a particular question is crucial; contes-
tants are locked out if they hit the button before host 
Alex Trebek fi nishes speaking. So part of his strategy 
was to “speed-read the clue,” focusing on the fi nal 
written word, and be poised to press the instant it 
was uttered, rather than pondering the content fi rst.

Even a champion doesn’t get every Jeopardy! ques-
tion right. “The ones I got wrong -- those are the 
ones I remember,” Barcomb says ruefully. His tough-
est categories were Ballet and Recent Best-Sellers, but 
even in a science-related category -- Elements -- he only 
got three of fi ve correct. Still, by choosing the more dif-
fi cult questions fi rst (and with a little luck in frequently 
hitting the Daily Double), he was able to keep his win-
nings at a high enough level to best Quinn and DelVil-
lano. “It went well overall,” he says modestly.

What’s next? Keeping a low profi le, now that Bar-
comb has a famous face. And this coming autumn, 
he’s fi rst in line to represent America’s teachers 
when Jeopardy! holds its 2019 Tournament of Cham-
pions. Not a bad outcome for a guy who ended up 
pursuing a doctorate in Physics because he “got a C 
in Math I,” his fi rst love, at RPI. ++

 Part of his strategy was 
to “speed-read the clue,” 

focusing on the fi nal written 
word, and be poised to press 

the instant it was uttered, 
rather than pondering the 

content fi rst.
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Schools Student events, profi les & sports

Anika Friedman

by Dayna Thomas

A 
PICTURE OF BEAUTY and 
grace, both on and off  stage, 
New Paltz High School 
(NPHS) senior Anika Fried-

man has dedicated the majority of her 
time and energy throughout her teen-
age years to choreographing and danc-
ing.  

In elementary school, Friedman 
started dancing with a company in 
Brooklyn, and after moving to the Hud-
son Valley, she continued her dance 
career with Barefoot Dance Center. In 
fourth grade, Friedman began to cho-
reograph dances for performance, and 
has been doing so ever since. 

“It doesn’t feel like I have been cho-
reographing for that long, because it 
has never gotten easier,” laughs Fried-
man. “It’s always been very diffi  cult for 
me.”

Friedman is currently in the process 
of choreographing her senior solo, 
which she will perform in the coming 
months. 

“There is a diff erence between cho-
reographing for a group and choreo-
graphing for yourself,” Friedman com-
ments refl ecting on the process. “When 
you are in a group, you have a dead-
line and you have to teach people this 
movement, but when you are dancing 
alone, you are moving and what is go-
ing to make you choose one movement 
over the next.”

As someone that has been dancing for many years 
and has an understanding of the way her body 
moves, she has become very good at the art of im-
provising. Improvisation can be extremely benefi cial 
to a dancer, but Friedman has found it to be some-
what of a hindrance in terms of recreating move-
ments for herself. 

“The challenge is something that I really enjoy,” 
says Friedman smiling. “I also wish that I was a little 
more challenged in the sense of others choreograph-
ing for me.”

Friedman has also traveled to New York City 
to have her dances performed at diff erent show-
cases, as well as performing in some of the dances 
her friends have choreographed. These showcases 
highlight the work of many student choreographers 
around the area, and Friedman was honored to be 
a part of them to show others what she loves to do. 

“I’m really proud of the fact that my dances are 
being shown to the community,” says Friedman. “I 
think that is really important and special.” 

Friedman plans to pursue her dance career by mi-
noring in dance at Goucher College this coming fall. 
In addition to her minor, Friedman will be pursuing 
a major in psychology, in hopes of pursing a career 
in occupational therapy. 

“It seems like the perfect fi t for me, and you can 
do it in so many diff erent settings,” comments Fried-
man. “I’ve always liked working with kids so that is 
defi nitively a possibility.”

Along with children, Friedman has also found 
herself spending a lot of time with the residents at 
Woodland Pond, as her dance studio provided work-
shops for the residents in the past few weeks, all 
leading up to a fi nal performance.

“They are pretty receptive of what we are trying 
to teach,” says Friedman. “By the end of our perfor-
mance with them a few weeks ago, I was tearing up.”

Dancing is not Friedman’s only involvement in the 
arts, she has been playing fl ute ever since fi fth grade 
and has been a member of the NPHS band for the 
past four years. Due to her hectic senior year sched-
ule, she has not been able to prioritize practicing 
and taking lessons, but her love for the instrument 
has not faded. 

“I was blind to the musical community around 
us,” says Friedman, “but taking private lessons re-
ally got me excited about playing.”

As the vice president of Peer Education at NPHS, 
Friedman has been working to implement an im-
proved personal health program for the students 
at Lenape. Although the program did not pass this 
year, Friedman believes that student-to-student in-
teraction throughout the schools is an important 
bond to foster. Although her involvement in Peer 
Education is coming to an end, she hopes that in the 
future this program can become a reality.  

Recently, Friedman traveled to Nepal with the 
Maya Gold Foundation. Her experiences there had a 
great impact on her, and she was moved by all of the 
unique aspects that the people and culture in Nepal 
had to off er, including visiting local monasteries and 
listening to the monks talk about their experiences 
and beliefs.     

“I was constantly moved by the culture and how 
much meaning exists in everything there,” says 
Friedman. “If you point to anything you see, it has a 
meaning behind it.” 

Friedman was amazed by the sacred nature of Ne-
pal, as her surroundings were vastly diff erent than 
anything here in the United States. 

Another highlight of her trip was the time that she 
was able to spend with teenagers from Himalayan 
Children’s Charities. As this organization had many 
Nepali teenagers, the Maya Gold Foundation paired 
up with them in order to provide a greater cultural 
exchange for the youth ambassadors of the trip and 
the Nepalese youth.  

“I just remember singing with them 
on all of the bus rides,” says Friedman 
with a smile, “It was really nice to be 
with them every day.”  

 Despite the distance, Friedman still 
keeps in contact with many of the teens 
that she met on the trip to strength-
en and maintain the bonds that she 
formed. 

“I learned to have more compas-
sion for everyone and all beings,” says 
Friedman wholeheartedly. “A lot of the 
time we stand with the idea of giving 
people second chances, but even be-
fore that we don’t really consider other 
people’s perspectives.” 

A vital aspect to the trip was the idea 
of “considering other people’s perspec-
tives, but also gaining new ones.” Fried-
man was able to accurately encompass 
that aspect as she fully engaged in inter-
acting with the teens of Nepal, as well 
as internalizing her experiences for a 
more fulfi lling trip.  

In college, Friedman hopes to travel 
more as 100 percent of the students at 
Goucher College study abroad at some 
point during their college experience. 
Her drive for travel may also carry 
over into her perspective career as she 
explores the possibility of becoming a 
traveling occupational therapist.   

Friedman is also a strong believer in 
the importance of honesty and the ben-
efi ts of being a driven person. Along 
with being her role model and biggest 

fan, Friedman accredits these values to her mother’s 
teachings. 

“I’m glad I’ve had her to look up to as a strong role 
model who has traveled and works really hard for 
the people she loves,” says Friedman lovingly. “Hav-
ing two older sisters has also given me sight to what’s 
ahead of me.”

Through her strong family infl uence and her inner 
drive, Friedman strongly believes that life is really 
what you make of it. In the next few years, she plans 
on fully experiencing what life has to off er, whether 
it be through dance, travel or something new.

“You can really do that, and there are so many 
possibilities, you just have to seek them out,” com-
ments Friedman. “Starting to explore those possi-
bilities will create a stronger drive.” ++

Anika Friedman.
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PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

The New Paltz boys tennis team.

Section 9 
tennis
 by Rich Corozine

N
OAH AND ISAAC nearly got it done. That's 
New Paltz's Kalus and Cheruiyot, respec-
tively, the three-time MHAL doubles 
champions and their attempt to win the 

Section 9 doubles title. After defeating Warwick's 
Haviser Singh and Wakely Bunker 6-2, 6-1 in the 

round of 16, the duo defeated Marlboro's Oskar 
Weiss and Brady Chapman 6-0, 6-0 in the quarterfi -
nals to reach the semifi nal round, where they fell to 

NFA's brother-duo of Amav and Arav Shah 7-6 (7-$), 
5-7, 6-4. The Shah Brothers lost in the fi nals to Corn-
wall's Gurv Suri and Will Webber 6-4, 6-0, while Ka-
lus and Cheruiyot topped Cornwall's Zach Taub and 
Cyrus Yarpezeshkan 6-1, 6-2 for third-place, to gain a 
spot in the upcoming State Tournament in Flushing 
on May 30 through June 1.

In singles, New Paltz's Ryan Hovey -- third in the 
MHAL -- fell to Goshen's Aidan Stanton 6-3, 2-6, 7-4 
in the Round of 16.

New Paltz doubles Henry Ferland and Noah Leone 
fell to Sun and Webber 6-1, 6-1 in the Round of 16; 
and the Dan Doubles of Balutowski and Rober fell 
to Washingtonville's Nick Dehme and Andy Godfrey 
6-2, 6-1 also in the Round of 16.

"The 2019 varsity boys tennis season ended up be-
ing one of the strongest performances of any team 
that I have coached," said long-time coach Scott Tay-
lor. "We went 12-0 in the league and even though I 
thought we would challenge for the MHAL team title 
I didn't expect to do it as convincingly as we did. We 
won 35 out of 36 singles matches played and were 
perfect in doubles, winning 24 of 24 matches played. 
Noah Kalus again played at fi rst singles and went 8-1 
this year. Isaac Cheruiyot at second singles was 10-0 
and Ryan Hovey at third singles was 8-0. Ryan and 
Isaac would probably be fi rst singles on many oth-
er teams. At fi rst doubles Dan Balutowski and Dan 
Rober were perfect at 6-0 and our second doubles 
rotated mostly between Noah Leone, Henry Ferland 
and Hawke Kosofsky. And no matter how I paired 
them, they always won.

"I'm so happy for my seniors (Noah, Isaac and Dan 
Balutowski). It's been a great run. It's the fi fth cham-
pionship in a row, a run that's been fun and some-
thing I never thought or imagined could happen. 
Noah and Isaac have been on the team the past four 

“The 2019 varsity boys 
tennis season ended up 

being one of the strongest 
performances of any team 
that I have coached,” said 

long-time coach Scott 
Taylor.

years and they both deserve a lot of credit contribut-
ing to those championship teams. Next year we'll be 
rebuilding and it's impossible to replace those three 
in one year. However, I have a dedicated group of 
guys ready to step up. Every year I stress what I call 
tennis values, the most important being to treat oth-
ers the way you wish to be treated. I try to build a 
team mentality, emphasizing helping one another 
in our daily practices, working hard as we improve 
and being positive with one another. I'm only one 
person, so it's hard to get around to everyone. Each 
of us has to help one another for both individual and 
team improvement. When everyone does that on a 
team, magic sometimes happens...and it happened 
again this year. It's an amazing blessing to be their 
coach - something I thank God for."

13th annual Ride the Ridge Bike 
Challenge Returns

The Ride the Ridge Bike Challenge, an all-experi-
ence-levels, family-friendly cycling event hosted by 
High Meadow School in Stone Ridge, will celebrate 
its 13th anniversary in the Hudson Valley this Satur-
day, June 1, with an expected 300+ participants. 

Riders can challenge themselves to rides of 80, 50, 
30, 12 and 5 miles. The two longest routes feature an 
ascent up the Shawangunk Ridge that gives the event 
its name. Riders choosing the 30-mile ride will fi nd 
themselves pedaling along the Ashokan Reservoir 
while those on the shorter routes will enjoy the pas-
toral beauty of the Ulster County countryside. Start 
times can be found here: https://www.ridetheridge.
org/start-times/.

“Every year, new riders join veterans and it’s great 
to see them compare their experiences,” says co-
organizer Paul Rakov. “Could be that  someone rode 
30 miles for the fi rst time, or challenged themselves 
to do the 80 instead of the 50 mile ride. Seeing and 
hearing them share this sense of accomplishment is 
an amazing result for our team”

Through the years, the event has grown, and the 
High Meadow after-party has become as much a part 
of the fun as the cycling. With a buff et of hot and 
cold foods, cold beverages, and a live DJ, a festive 
atmosphere awaits returning riders.

For other information, start times and registra-
tion, riders should visit www.ridetheridge.org, or 
connect with Ride the Ridge at facebook.com/Ride-
TheRidgeBikeChallenge. Rain date is Sunday, June 2.
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store4282@theupsstore.com

845-454-3505
Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Sat-Sun 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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Nick Puleo (section 9 champion)and Oliver Watson 
(state qualifier).

To States: New Paltz golf (L-R) Alex Cymbal and Aracely Watson.

Highland boys lacrosse Roger Hegeman (3).

Section 9 boys and girls golf

N
EW PALTZ GOLF outdid itself this time 
around, with Nick Puleo grabbing the Sec-
tion 9 boys title and Alex Cymbal runn-
erup to Rondout's Amber Pennington for 

the girls title. But the bonus for the Huguenots was 
the Watson Family, as Aracely fi nished ninth for the 
girls and Oliver seventh for the boys -- with all four 
golfers headed to States.

Puleo carded a 157 (79-78) -- a seven-stroke advan-
tage - for his fi rst Section title (to go with his MHAL ti-
tle in the Fall), with Watson seventh with 174 (86-88); 
while Cymbal trailed three-time winner Pennington 
by 13 strokes with a 164 (82-82), with the "other" Wat-
son carding a 187 (87-100).

"Nick set his goal to win the MHAL and Section 
9 this year," said long-time boys coach Kieran Bell, 
"and he did. He is incredibly focused and reachable 
and has improved immensely from year to year. Oli-
ver came out of nowhere. He's just a seventh-grader 
and had an incredible season. But it must be in the 
family, because his sister also made States."

The boys State Tournament is May 31-June 1 in Cor-
nell; the girls May 31-June 2 in Rochester.

-- Rich Corozine

Section 9 boys lacrosse

Both Highland and New Paltz fell in the semifi nal 
round of the Section 9 boys lacrosse championships: 
the Huskies losing 10-8 to Minisink Valley in Class B, 
with the Huguenots losing to Red Hook 10-9 in Class 
C.

New Paltz, (5-6 on the season) got goals from Dae-
gan Cronin (two), Oscar Zandonella (two), Abe Wei-
denkeller (two) and solo goals from Brett Fischer, 
Aidan Cuppett and Julian Dorman; assists to Fischer 
(two); with Giovanni Guido making 14 saves.

Highland, (13-4), got two goals from Roger Hege-
man and solo goals from Danny Rusk, Dean Klotz, 
Christian Canino, Jake Ward, Chris Hammond and 
Jack Young; assists to Rusk and Canino; with Lenny 
Casabura making seven saves in goal.

"Minisink is a very good team and we knew full 
well that we were going to need to play a great 
game," said long-time coach Tom Schlappich. "We 
focused on three keys which we needed to improve 
from our fi rst game with them (during the season): 
clearing the ball, winning at the X (midfi eld face-off s) 
and withstanding their defensive pressure. First, we 
were able to clear the ball well yesterday with the 
changes we made. On off ense we knew with their 
size and speed we simply would not be able to play 
our typical ball-control off ense. We ran three diff er-
ent sets (off ensively) at them and all were successful 
in creating opportunities. I was pleased with what 
we did on off ense. Unfortunately, we were not suc-
cessful at the X. We went 7-for-22 there.

"We ran three diff erent packages at them. In the 
fi rst quarter we made some individual mistakes with 
assignments, which led to defensive breakdowns 

and doorstep goals for them. We fi xed things and 
made adjustments, but unfortunately we had dug 
too deep a hole early on to get out of.

"I am very proud of this team. The boys showed 
tremendous grit and relentless eff ort. To be down 7-1 
midway through the second quarter and fi ght back 
the way we did, I can't say enough about them We 
played an incredibly diffi  cult schedule this year and 
lost a 10-8 road playoff  game to a very good team...I 
believe we had a fantastic season."

-- Rich Corozine

Section 9 baseball and soft ball

New Paltz baseball (8-6 on the season), the num-
ber six seed is at number three Minisink Valley in an 
opening round game on Tuesday, May 28 at 4 p.m.; 
with the winner playing the winner of number fi ve 
Port Jervis at number four Saugerties on Thursday at 
the higher seed at 4 p.m. The Class A baseball Final is 
at Middletown on Saturday, June 1 at 3 p.m.

New Paltz softball (10-4), the number two seed, 
hosts number seven Saugerties on Tuesday, May 
28 at 4 p.m.; with the winner playing the winner of 
number six Port Jervis at number three Red Hook on 
Thursday, May 30 at the higher seed at 4 p.m. The 
Class A softball Final is at Middletown on Saturday, 
June 1 at 1 p.m.

Both Highland softball and baseball did not qual-
ify for Sections. The softball team ended their dis-
appointing season at 4-11, but with a bang, as Paige 
Dauenheimer (the Huskies’ Big Bopper) clouted 
a grand slam home run in Highland’s 9-8 win over 
Rhinebeck. Gillian Dwyer went 2-3 with two RBI’s, 

with Adriana Scalo 2-3 and Kate Dauenheimer 2-3. 
Abby Kemp went the distance, allowing eight hits 
and striking out fi ve.

Highland baseball ended the season at 2-14 with 
last Tuesday’s 8-1 loss to Spackenkill, as Aidan 
Weiserhad the sole RBI for the Huskies.

-- Rich Corozine

Section 9 track

The New Paltz boys took home the Section 9 Class 
B title once again, led by fi rst-place fi nishes for Ja-
vaughn Gooden in the 400 hurdles (1:00.17) and 
Logan Linares in the 3000 steeplechase (10:08.45). 
Gooden also fi nished second in the 110 hurdles (15.18) 
and third in the 100 (11.47), with Marcus Fariello sec-
ond in the 400 (51.94), Sean Geisler second in the 
400 hurdles (1:00.87), Jayden Thomas-Markarian 
second in the high jump (6-0), Anthony Stevens third 
in the long jump (18-11 1/4) and Noah Brown second 
in the pole vault (12-0).

For the girls, fi nishing fourth behind Cornwall, 
Keira Coulard-Smith defended her Section 9 pole 
vault crown, winning with a vault of 10-6.

For Highland in Class C, Danielle Quirk-Hall took 
second in the 200 in 26.85; while for the boys, Beni-
to Vargas fi nished third in both the 3200 (10:28.96) 
and 3000 steeplechase (11:00.38).

The State Qualifi er is at Middletown on May 30-31, 
with the State Championships the following week: 
Friday-Saturday, June7-8 at Middletown.

-- Rich Corozine
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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The New Paltz Democratic 
Committee is not a private club

The New Paltz Democratic Committee is not a pri-
vate club, it is a public political organization. I have 
been involved in local politics since I moved here in 
2004. I have gone to caucuses, helped campaigns, and 
tried to increase engagement. Previous to my joining 
the committee, I did this work from outside the party. 
Part of the reason I did not join the party earlier was 
because of the drama I often saw at caucuses and in 
the papers. For many years, I heard Democrats and 
Independents complain about the party, and I fi nally 
decided that the party wouldn’t be diff erent if we 
aren’t joining and creating a more inclusive, transpar-
ent environment. 

People active in politics complain about the lack of 
engagement, but how can people become engaged 
when we are shutting people out? Our committee is 
not a private organization that seeks to only include a 
small group of people that “work well” together. We 
are supposed to be working to increase our numbers 
across a broad fi eld. Not allowing active Democrats to 
join our committee when there are 17 OPEN spaces 
only serves to discourage people who are consider-
ing becoming more engaged. How does that help the 
Democratic process? 

Many of us on the committee have supported diff er-
ent candidates than other members in the past. Many 
of us would never socialize with each other outside 
of our political lives. I’d even go as far as saying that 
we don’t all even like each other. But that should be 
irrelevant to whether a person is allowed to be on the 
committee. 

Deputy Mayor KT Tobin and community member 
Stana Weisburd, both of whom were recently blocked 
from joining, are highly engaged Democrats. KT To-
bin has won two local elections herself. She has been 
active in local politics since I moved here and has 
proven to be highly dedicated to public service. If we 
look back at anyone’s political life, we can pick out 
times where things have worked out better than oth-
ers and that would also go for former village Mayor 
Terry Dungan. If we focus on the negative at the ex-
clusion of the positive, no one would pass the test. 
The recent exclusionary behavior of our committee 
is not good for the party. It tells the public that they are 
not of value unless they meet some perfect standard. 
KT Tobin and Stana Weisburd are off ering to volunteer 
their time and we as a party should be embracing that. 

We have 17 open seats. I hope that some of you 
reading this will decide to join so that the Democratic 
Party has more varied voices at the table. If we want 
the party to be better, we have to make it better. Lo-
cal politics aff ects our daily lives more directly than 
Federal politics and we can see real change from our 
work. To join, please send a letter of interest to new-
paltzdems@gmail. 

Amy Dooley 
New Paltz

Poor behavior by the New Paltz 
Democratic Committee

I was disappointed to read the letter written by for-
mer Mayor Terry Dungan about Deputy Mayor KT To-
bin in last week’s issue of the New Paltz Times. In his 
letter, he justifi ed his decision to deny her one of sev-
enteen vacant positions on the New Paltz Democratic 
Committee based on disagreements with her person-
al selection of candidates. In addition, I couldn’t help 
but be struck by his critique of the records of public 
offi  cials who she has supported while simultaneous-
ly outright dismissing her own public record which 
spans two separate offi  ces.

His letter underscores why so many choose not to 
run for offi  ce and not to partake in government aff airs. 
His letter highlighted why so few participate in their lo-
cal Democratic Party and further touches on the long-
standing issues with the committee that were also sub-
sequently documented in previous letters to this paper. 

Ultimately, the New Paltz Democratic Committee 
should be about bringing people with diverse ideas 

into the fold. It should not be about who has been 
there the longest or about being in lockstep with 
one another. 

I hope that the recent daylighting of the commit-
tee’s poor behavior and gatekeeping tactics will en-
courage individuals to seek one of the 17 currently 
open associate positions and ultimately change the 
group for the better, it is LONG overdue!

Dan Torres
New Paltz 

Join the committee

Two weeks ago, I wrote a letter to the New Paltz 
Times detailing the membership rejection of Depu-
ty Mayor KT Tobin and community member Stana 
Weisburd by the New Paltz Democratic Committee. 
Both women applied to fi ll two of 17 opens spots on 
the committee, and I am still fl abbergasted by the 
outcome.

In last week’s paper, former Mayor Terry Dungan, 
a committee member, took the time to respond to 
my letter. In his response, he stated that he “knows 
things that most people do not. The same can be 
said for other members of the Democratic Com-
mittee.” Without transparency, healthy debate 
and growth is not possible. Terry further stated 
that KT’s candidates for public offi  ce “tend to not 
be very good at government and have caused con-
siderable harm to our community” without stating 
who these candidates are or how they have harmed 
our community. Casting aspersions without allow-
ing someone to defend their reputation is not how 
we have healthy debates and growth. Disapproving 
KT’s application based on mysterious information 
is not in the best interests of the community.

KT Tobin and Stana Weisburd have both worked 
hard to help good candidates like Antonio Delgado, 
Juan Figueroa and Jen Metzger get elected. The vot-
ers felt that these three candidates were good choic-
es and voted to elect them as representatives. Both 
women deserve to have a seat at the committee 
table so that we can all participate in active healthy 
debates. Their perspectives deserve to be heard. By 
silencing them, the nine committee members are 
saying that their perspectives are the only relevant 
ones and should not be challenged or examined. I 
disagree.

Terry also stated that “it is not a good idea for 
any organization to automatically appoint every-
one who asks to join.” He is correct, we don’t make 
automatic appointments. We have a process. To 
become a committee member, a Democrat must 
fi rst e-mail a brief bio and a reason for requesting 
to join. The committee then reviews the request 
and invites the applicant to attend the next com-
mittee meeting for an interview. At the interview, 
all committee members talk with the applicant to 
fi nd out more about them. The applicant leaves the 
meeting and the committee, at this point, should 
discuss the pros and cons of allowing the candidate 
membership. At the next monthly meeting commit-
tee, members cast their votes for the applicant. In 
the past two years that I’ve been on the committee, 
no one has ever been rejected. That is, until KT and 
Stana applied.

To help create a space for multiple perspec-
tives, that is not about maintaining the current 
entrenched power structure, consider joining the 
committee. Send membership requests to newpaltz-
dems@gmail.com. The New Paltz Democratic Com-
mittee meets the second Thursday of each month, at 
7 .p.m. in the Village Hall and the public is encouraged 
to attend. Our next meeting is June 13 and we will be 
meeting with the two county comptroller candidates, 
March Gallagher and Lisa Cutten.

Tricia Bowen
New Paltz

Disappointing news

The Village of New Paltz recently applied to the 
EPA’s National Clean Diesel Funding Assistance Pro-
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gram to replace our 1997 International dump truck, 
but were informed last week that our proposal was 
not selected because “more applications were re-
ceived than can be funded with available resources.”

In 2018, the village, on its own without grant as-
sistance, replaced two of its non-CARB compliant 
(California Air Resources Board) vehicles. Four re-
main to be replaced. Our EPA application asked for 
35% grant assistance to purchase a new truck. Our 
existing 1997 International dump truck is used for 
hauling sewer sludge; transporting stone, sand, and 
blacktop; plowing snow; applying salt/cinders; and 
assisting with spring clean-up. In addition to being 
non-CARB compliant, it smokes badly and is rusted 
beyond practicable repair.

Our application proposed replacing it with a 2020 
Mack Granite Tandem Axle Combo Dump-Spreader 
with plow and central hydraulic system. It would in-
clude a Tenco Combo Body with front spreader dis-
charge from Amthor Equipment. The truck includes 
a CARB-compliant emission engine. The total pur-
chase price estimate was $255,555.

Thanks to our grant-writing team including Joe 
Granieri and Heather Neilson from our Department 
of Public Works and Janelle Peotter and Amanda 
Gotto who have been spearheading New Paltz’s Cli-
mate Smart Communities initiatives. We’ll be trying 
again on the next grant application soon.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

“Dear Abby” revisited

Mr. George Civile in his “Dear Abby” style letter 
(05/23/19), tells the “soap opera” tale of an actively 
“liberal” couple’s marriage, split apart over Wil-
liam Barr’s (four-page) summary of the (448-page) 
Mueller Report. Apparently, the wavering husband 
( Joseph) relied exclusively on the Barr summary to 
exonerate Trump, without viewing the “redacted” 
version of the Mueller report, (which was released 
about two weeks later)!

Evidently, Mr. Civile (Abby) has also neglected to 
look at that redacted report -- and seems to believe 
that a hastily released (four-page) letter written by a 
Trump-appointed Attorney General -- is all the infor-
mation he requires to make a fi rm decision regard-
ing the suitability of our current President for the of-
fi ce he holds. Additionally, “Abby” has also ignored 
the recent published opinion of more than 900 for-
mer federal prosecutors who had served under both 
Republican and Democratic administrations! In a 
statement they released in early May, they declared:

“Each of us believes that the conduct of President 
Trump described in Special Counsel Robert Muel-
ler’s report would, in the case of any other person 
not covered by the Offi  ce of Legal Counsel policy 
against indicting a sitting president, result in mul-
tiple felony charges for obstruction of justice.” 

They found three types of acts described in the 
Mueller Report which “satisfy all of the elements for 
an obstruction charge”:

“The President’s eff orts to fi re Mueller and to fal-
sify evidence about that eff ort” -- referencing the epi-
sodes of Volume II section E and Volume II section I;

“The President’s eff orts to limit the scope of Muel-
ler’s investigation to exclude his conduct” -- refer-
encing the episodes of Volume II section H and Vol-
ume II section F;

“The President’s eff orts to prevent witnesses from 
cooperating with investigators probing him and his 
campaign” -- referencing the episodes of Volume II 
section K and Volume II section J.

In spite of all this readily available, but bypassed 
factual information -- Mr. Civile’s “Dear Abby” pro-
ceeded to advise Desiree (the distraught wife) to 
embrace her husband’s changed views and consider 
“stopping all sky screaming and fake news watch-
ing and join him as he tries to move on from hating 
Trump”. More logically, Abby might have suggested 
that Joseph (the husband) take a fresh comprehen-
sive look at the widely available redacted Mueller 
Report before making up his mind!

Sadly, in view of his failing “Abby” performance 
debut, Mr. Civile would be best advised to “stick to 
his day job,” and, further, to make an actual eff ort to 
read and absorb the redacted Mueller Report before 
his next letter to the New Paltz Times (when he takes 
a break from his “song writing” activities)!

Peter V. Fiorentino
Rosendale

We must keep probing,
prodding and pricking

A man of weak character, an insatiable ego, a 
closed heart and no self-refl ection can wreak havoc, 
coldly and dispassionately. But if you goad him -- if 
you probe his awful deeds and words too thoroughly, 
prod him for an honest answer too frequently, prick 
his thin hide too deeply -- he’s apt to feel his survival 
threatened and to charge you like an enraged bull.

Over time, if such a man fi nds himself being 
probed, prodded and pricked by those with bet-
ter character, less starved egos, more open hearts 
and greater self-honesty, while being egged on by 
the handlers, hoarders, have-nots and holier-than-
thouers who pack his courts, cabinet, Congress and 
corporations, the arenas and the pews, his usual 
animal instincts grow harder to control, his rabid-
ity worsens and the smell of blood grows stronger, 
along with the taste for it. 

But what to do to avoid his further wrath? Do we 
leave him alone in his pen? 

No. For after the vacuum that exists in such a man 
has been pumped full with the hot air of enormous 
power, he is at his most dangerous when left to his 
own devices, or to the devices of those more clever 
than he. 

So, despite the White House/GOP’s self-serving 
protestations and denials, we must keep probing, 
prodding and pricking -- if we’re to fi nally drive away 
this raging bull and to dodge the ever-sharper horns 
he’s increasingly ready, willing and enabled to gore 
us with.

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

Parking meters

Recently, the Village of New Paltz enabled down-
town parking meters on Sundays from 1 to 6 p.m. 
Prior to this, meters were not enforced on Sundays. 
This was understandably a controversial decision. 
Many residents consider parking meter fees and 
fi nes to be punitive or believe that the village uses 
them primarily to generate income.

The truth is that downtown parking meters exist 
primarily to manage the limited number of park-
ing spaces available in our business district and to 
insure that parking is available when people come 
downtown to shop.

Downtown New Paltz is a mixed-use neighbor-
hood. Most buildings consist of commercial space on 
the fi rst fl oor with apartments above. Hundreds of 
people live in apartments in the business district and 
for the most part, they own cars. Most residents are 
not provided with off -street parking spots by their 
landlords. Without meters all of the parking spaces 
downtown would be occupied day and night by resi-
dents.

Last month, one of our village trustees contacted 
me to inquire whether the new law enabling Sunday 
parking meters has had any eff ect on my business. 
What a great idea! Here was an opportunity to evalu-
ate a policy change with actual data. We use a point- 
of-sale system that allows us to compare sales day to 
day and year to year.

The new parking meter regulations went into ef-
fect in October 2018, so I compared sales on each 
Sunday beginning in October to the Sunday the year 
before. It should be noted that during this period 
our overall sales were fairly even from year to year. 
However, on Sundays our sales increased by an aver-
age of 15% from one year to the next. The only excep-
tion was December when the meters are bagged for 
the holidays. During December, our Sunday sales did 
not increase compared to the prior year.

It is always diffi  cult to determine cause and eff ect 
but, based on the evidence so far, I believe that en-
forcing parking meters has a signifi cant positive im-
pact for downtown merchants.

While I appreciate our village eff orts to support 
merchants and to manage our limited parking, what 
is really needed is to increase the number of park-
ing spots available downtown for both shoppers and 
residents.

David Santner
The Bakery, New Paltz

Please attend the upcoming
caucus in Gardiner

At 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 9, at the Gardiner Town 

Hall, the Gardiner Democratic Committee will hold 
its nominating caucus for local candidates -- town su-
pervisor, two town board members and town judge. 
One of those board seats was recently fi lled by Fran-
co Carucci, and I urge attendees at the caucus to vote 
for this fi ne candidate.  

Franco Carucci has been an active supporter of 
Gardiner activities, including as a volunteer in River-
keeper’s annual Wallkill River Sweep (stuff  removed 
in the Gardiner stretch of the Wallkill was astonish-
ing) and in the “Trees for Tribs” eff orts to promote 
natural fl ood control, diminish erosion and enhance 
the beauty by the planting of natural trees along the 
banks of the river. 

In addition, Franco Carucci led Climate Smart Gar-
diner, a program to provide community solar as an 
option to Gardiner residents interested in aff ordable 
clean-energy sources. 

This focus on helping citizens of Gardiner live and 
work in a place that is healthy, beautiful, safe and 
aff ordable is one of the primary reasons that I will 
vote for Franco Carucci at the Gardiner Democratic 
caucus on June 9.  I hope that you, my fellow Gar-
diner Democrats, similarly appreciate and value his 
commitment to Gardiner. Please attend the upcom-
ing caucus and participate in deciding who will be 
the Democratic candidates for the Town of Gardiner 
in November’s general election.  And please consid-
er supporting Franco Carucci as a Democratic Party 
candidate for a seat on the Gardiner Town Board. 
Thank you.

Glenn McNitt
Gardiner

Just desserts

It’s often said that presidents’ actions rarely have 
a signifi cant impact on our economy; there are 
too many unpredictable forces that determine the 
course of GDP, unemployment fi gures, productivity, 
interest rates (the Federal Reserve) and more. But 
when the economy is good, they claim credit, and 
when it’s not they are usually blamed, even though 
they largely might have been bystanders. 

There are exceptions, though. President Obama 
was inaugurated into the worst economic disaster 
since the Great Depression. Most agree that his ad-
ministration’s economic stimulus bill did help the 
country avert another catastrophic depression and 
set it on the road to recovery, with the help of the 
Fed’s own policies.

Donald Trump was fortunate to walk into Obama’s 
steadily improving, though incomplete recovery. 
Within a year, he was claiming credit for the econ-
omy’s successes and he juiced it, temporarily, with 
the huge tax cuts for the wealthy and businesses.

Now he has forced a trade war with China, an ac-
tion which is very likely to aff ect the US economy, 
perhaps negatively. Interestingly, he has some bipar-
tisan support for his moves. Over the next year and 
a half we might well see a recession play out, just in 
time for the 2020 election, resulting in a likely vic-
tory for the Democratic candidate, who might ulti-
mately be the benefi ciary of a China problem some-
what resolved and the beginning of a new recovery. 

Some might see an ironic justice in such a conclu-
sion.

Tom Denton
Highland

There can be only one.

1
Everything Ulster Publishing  

 in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): New 
Prospect Farm LLC.  
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 5, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: New Prospect 
Farm LLC 158 Mara-
bac Rd Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or ac-
tivities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
THE COPING COM-
MUNITY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 04/19/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 66
Schreibers Lane, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF QUALI-
FICATION OF 3249 
ROUTE 32, LLC APP. 
FOR AUTH. fi led with 
SSNY on 3/22/2019 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co.
Registered in Dela-
ware on 3/5/2019. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 

be served. SSNY to 
mail process to the 
LLC, P.O Box 173, 
Bearsville, NY 12409. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of APPLE COUNTRY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
4/11/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail 
process to: c/o The 
LLC, P.O. Box 330, 
Clintondale, NY 
12515. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Black Acre Ten-
nis Club, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/17/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt 17F, NY, NY 
10023. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 323 OLD MILL LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 4/16/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 856 N. Mountain 

Rd., Gardiner,
NY 12525. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PM 59 CUTLER LLC  
Art. OF Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/12/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, c/o Philip 
Mindlin, 238 Presi-
dent Street, - Apt. 4, 
Brooklyn, NY 11231. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
BARNCROFT STAYS 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/9/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC, 357 
Dean Street, Apt. 4A, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOP NOTCH TREE 
REMOVAL AND 
PROPERTY MAIN-
TENANCE, LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 4/17/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 82 Tan-
glewood Road, West 
Hurley, NY 12491. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Confectionery NYC 
LLC Articles of Orga-
nization were fi led 
with the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/18/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Confection-
ery NYC  25 N Front 
Street New Paltz NY 
12561). Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEST EASTERN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
04/30/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 

SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: De 
Ying Chen, 186 N 
Putt Corners Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Tower Hill Farm, LLC 
Art. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on April 
29, 2019. Offi  ce: Ul-
ster. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy to the LLC, 
(261 Swartekill Rd, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Eva Astor LLC Notice 
of Formation of Route 
Eva Astor LLC. Articles 
of Organization fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 05/14/2019. 
Offi  ce Location 5  Lib-
erty Street, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 (Ulster Coun-
ty). SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of 
process to: 5 Liberty 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Little Bird Landcraft-
ing, LLC
1:The name of the Lim-
ited Liability Company 
is Little Bird Landcraft-
ing, LLC
2:The Articles of Orga-
nization were fi led on 
5/1/19 with the Secre-
tary of  State.
3:The Offi  ce of the LLC 
is in Ulster County.
4.The Secretary of 
State has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the Company 
is to be served.  The 
address to which the 
Secretary of State 
shall mail process is:  
169 Main Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561
5:The purpose of the 
business of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity for 
which the LLC may 
be organized under 
the Limited Liability 
Law for the State of 
New York.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Highland Parcel 4 
LLC, Art. of Org.  fi led 
w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 01/10/19.  Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
Co., NY.; SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 

LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 
47 Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC): 35 BVD LLC. 
Art. of Org. were fi led 
with SSNY on May 13, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: 40 Sunset Ridge, 
Suite 120 New Paltz 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC)
NAME: MIND THE 
FOREST LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/10/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc.,1967 
Wehrle Drive, Suite 
1 #086, Buff alo, NY 
14221. Legalinc Cor-
porate Services Inc., 
1967 Wehrle Drive, 
Suite 1 #086, Buff alo, 
NY 14221 has been 
designated as the reg-
istered agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or ac-
tivities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of BROOKBEAM OR-
THODONTICS AND 
DENTISTRY, PLLC
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/17/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County.  Princ. offi  ce 
of PLLC: 3 Plattekill 
Ave., New Paltz, NY 
12561. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 1153 Flatbush 
Rd., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Or-
thodontics and den-
tistry. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Belluck Law, PLLC 
fi led Arts. of Org. with 
the Dept of State of 
NY on
5/17/19. Offi  ce: Ulster 
County. The Sec'y of 
State of NY has been 
designated
as agent of the PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served and shall
mail a copy of any 
such process to: Jo-
seph Belluck, 52 Lau-
ra Ln, Woodstock,
NY 12498. Purpose: 
Law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Law Offi  ces of Joseph 
Belluck, PLLC fi led 
Arts. of Org. with the 
Dept of
State of NY on 
5/20/19. Offi  ce: Ulster 
County. The Sec'y of 
State of NY has
been designated as 
agent of the PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served and shall mail 
a copy of any such 
process to: Joseph 
Belluck, 52
Laura Ln, Wood-
stock, NY 12498. Pur-
pose: Law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of MFH DEVELOP-
MENT LLC (LLC). 
Art. Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 5/21/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
served to: 40 Canaan 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Any legal pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby 
given that a license 
(serial #2216767) has 
been applied for by 
the undersigned to 
sell liquor, wine and 
beer on-premises at 
restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law at 3 Main 
St., New Paltz, NY. 
Heritage Restoration 
Properties LLC dba 
Clemson Bros Brew-
ery at The Gilded Ot-
ter.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NO-
TICE
Please take notice that 
the Village of New 
Paltz Planning Board 
will hold a Public 
Hearing on the follow-
ing application:
Date Posted:  
May 24, 2019 
Project Name:  
PB19-08

Effective June 1, 2019, 
due to increased costs, 

every legal notice printed 
in Ulster Publishing’s 
newspapers Almanac 

Weekly, Kingston Times, 
New Paltz Times, Saugerties 
Times and Woodstock Times 

will have a $25 affidavit 
fee in addition to the 

government mandated rate 
for publication itself.

UP Ulster 
Publishing
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Applicant:   
Elizabeth Sheehy
For:   G a s 
station mural
Location:   
3 North Chestnut 
Street
Tax Map Number:  
86.34-2-13
Date and Time:   
June 4, 2019 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the public hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the agenda.  
Comments submitted 
in writing must be re-
ceived before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and be 
addressed to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Sec-
retary at the address 
listed above.
All reasonable accom-
modations will be 
made for persons with 
disabilities.  In such a 
case, please notify the 
Planning Board Secre-
tary in advance so that 
arrangements can be 
made.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NO-
TICE
Please take notice that 
the Village of New 
Paltz Planning Board 
will hold a Public 
Hearing on the follow-
ing application:
Date Posted:  
May 24, 2019 
Project Name:  
PB19-07
Applicant:   
Taylor Davis
For:   
Small deck addition
Location:   
51 Elting Avenue
Tax Map Number:  
86.41-3-8
Date and Time:   
June 4, 2019 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the public hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the agenda.  
Comments submitted 
in writing must be re-
ceived before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and be 
addressed to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Sec-
retary at the address 
listed above.
All reasonable accom-
modations will be 
made for persons with 
disabilities.  In such a 

case, please notify the 
Planning Board Secre-
tary in advance so that 
arrangements can be 
made.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NO-
TICE
Please take notice that 
the Village of New 
Paltz Planning Board 
will hold a Public 
Hearing on the follow-
ing application:
Date Posted:  
May 24, 2019 
Project Name:  
PB19-06
Applicant:   
Thomas Mulvihill
For:   
New construction of 
deck
Location:   
1 Orchard Lane
Tax Map Number:  
86.42-4-23.100
Date and Time:   
June 4, 2019 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the public hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the agenda.  
Comments submitted 
in writing must be re-
ceived before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and be 
addressed to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Sec-
retary at the address 
listed above.
All reasonable accom-
modations will be 
made for persons with 
disabilities.  In such a 
case, please notify the 
Planning Board Secre-
tary in advance so that 
arrangements can be 
made.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT A PUB-
LIC HEARING WILL 
BE HELD BY THE 
TOWN OF NEW PALTZ 
ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS, TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ, COUNTY 
OF ULSTER AT THE 
TOWN COMMUNITY 
CENTER, ROUTE 32 
NORTH ON:
DATE:  June 11, 2019
TIME:  7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard.
FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONSIDERING 
THE FOLLOWING
APPLICATION OF: 
ZBA 19-85, Elizabeth 
Campbell Kelly, on 
behalf of Owner for 
46 Cragswood Road, 
New Paltz, SBL # 78.1-
3-17, is seeking an area 
variance for a pool 
to be located in the 
side yard.  Per Town 

Code 140-30 Acces-
sory Buildings and 
Uses: B. In a residen-
tial district, accessory 
uses not enclosed in 
a building, including 
swimming pools and 
tennis courts, shall be 
erected only on the 
same lot as the princi-
pal structure, may not 
be constructed in the 
side or front yards of 
such lot and shall be 
distant not less than 
20 feet from any lot 
line nor less than 10 
feet from the principal 
structure and shall not 
adversely aff ect the 
character of any resi-
dential neighborhood 
by reason of noise or 
glare or safety.
The application and 
supporting docu-
ments are available 
in the Zoning Board 
of Appeals offi  ce for 
review by the public 
or application only on 
the Town of New Paltz 
website, Committees 
– Zoning Board – Cur-
rent Items Under Re-
view, found at http://
w w w. t o w n o f n e w-
paltz.org 
At 7:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, 
the public hearing 
will be opened and 
the Zoning Board of 
Appeals will accept 
comments from all in-
terested members of 
the public.  The public 
hearing may be closed 
or continued at the 
Zoning Board of Ap-
peals’ discretion.
The Town of New Paltz 
will make every eff ort 
to assure that the hear-
ing is accessible to per-
sons with disabilities.  
Anyone requiring spe-
cial assistance and/or 
reasonable accommo-
dations should contact 
the Town Clerk.  All 
interested parties are 
invited to attend. 
ALL PARTIES FOR OR 
AGAINST SAID SUB-
JECT WILL BE GIVEN 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO BE HEARD IN RE-
SPECT TO THIS AP-
PLICATION.  
Pat Atkins, Secretary, 
Town of New Paltz 
Zoning Board of Ap-
peals

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT A PUB-
LIC HEARING WILL 
BE HELD BY THE 
TOWN OF NEW PALTZ 
ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS, TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ, COUNTY 
OF ULSTER AT THE 
TOWN COMMUNITY 
CENTER, ROUTE 32 
NORTH ON:
DATE:  June 11, 2019
TIME:  7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the 

matter can be heard.
FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONSIDERING 
THE FOLLOWING
APPLICATION OF: 
ZBA 19-81, A. Cath-
erine Dinardo, for 170 
Portuese Lane, New 
Paltz, SBL # 78.1-3-
19.100, is seeking an 
area variance for a 
pool to be located in 
the side yard since the 
front yard would be 
parallel to the road.  
Per Town Code 140-30 
Accessory Buildings 
and Uses: B. In a resi-
dential district, acces-
sory uses not enclosed 
in a building, including 
swimming pools and 
tennis courts, shall be 
erected only on the 
same lot as the princi-
pal structure, may not 
be constructed in the 
side or front yards of 
such lot and shall be 
distant not less than 
20 feet from any lot 
line nor less than 10 
feet from the principal 
structure and shall not 
adversely aff ect the 
character of any resi-
dential neighborhood 
by reason of noise or 
glare or safety.
The application and 
supporting docu-
ments are available 
in the Zoning Board 
of Appeals offi  ce for 
review by the public 
or application only on 
the Town of New Paltz 
website, Committees 
– Zoning Board – Cur-
rent Items Under Re-
view, found at http://
w w w. t o w n o f n e w-
paltz.org 
At 7:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, 
the public hearing 
will be opened and 
the Zoning Board of 
Appeals will accept 
comments from all in-
terested members of 
the public.  The public 
hearing may be closed 
or continued at the 
Zoning Board of Ap-
peals’ discretion.
The Town of New Paltz 
will make every eff ort 
to assure that the hear-
ing is accessible to per-
sons with disabilities.  
Anyone requiring spe-
cial assistance and/or 
reasonable accommo-
dations should contact 
the Town Clerk.  All 
interested parties are 
invited to attend. 
ALL PARTIES FOR OR 
AGAINST SAID SUB-
JECT WILL BE GIVEN 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO BE HEARD IN RE-
SPECT TO THIS AP-
PLICATION.  
Pat Atkins, Secretary, 
Town of New Paltz 
Zoning Board of Ap-
peals

A Celebration of 
an Adventurous Life

RIVER
LIGHTWOMOON

May 13, 1950 - January 6, 2019

��
Join us in remembering River on  

Saturday, June 1st from 1 to 4 PM at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation,  

320 Sawkill Road, Kingston.

Her life as an accomplished Musician, 
Writer and Activist will be celebrated as 

River lived — with family, friends & music.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals
845-658-8766  |  845-417-6461  |  845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Weekends •  Week ly   •  Monthly
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