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Last Sunday during the New Paltz Pride Parade this fantastically costumed individual was part of a troupe of similarly clad creatures 
handing out handbills for a local drag show.

Looking Back, Marching Forward
Hudson Valley Pride March & Festival 2019 marks Stonewall’s 50th anniversary

Son kills father 
in New Paltz 
parking lot, 
turns gun on self 
following chase
by Terence P Ward

A 
MEETING BETWEEN FA-
THER and son at the Plaza 
Diner in New Paltz on Satur-
day, June 1 turned into a long-

distance murder-suicide.
There Jeremy Kaartine, 22, shot his 

58-year-old father Andrew before fl eeing 
the scene and returning to Saugerties, 
where he lived. If he was indeed headed 
home, though, he never made it: the po-
lice pursuit ended in a crash, and Kaar-
tine was found dead by his own gun in 
the car. Though tragic, police consider 
it an isolated incident. Many details sur-
rounding the case are still unknown, 
and an investigation is ongoing.

The father and son were believed to be 
estranged for several years, according to 
New Paltz Chief of Police Joseph Snyder, 
but little is yet known about their rela-
tionship. It seems plans had been made 
for them to meet at the New Paltz diner, 
where they both parked in the back. 

Continued on page 17Continued on page 16

Fixer upper
Community members  
share their ideas about 
the new Hasbrouck 
Park playground
in New Paltz

by Terence P Ward

O
NE WAY THAT New Paltz resi-
dents measure themselves 
against one another is with the 
Hasbrouck Park playground: 

did you help build it? A once-in-a-gen-
eration opportunity to join that rarifi ed 
group. After several years of work, plans 
are coming together to replace the ag-
ing community-built playground with 
another community-built playground 
in the same location. In a session billed 
as “design day” for the replacement, 
Jim Hoden of Playgrounds by Leathers 
revealed a proposal he pulled together 
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McFoxlin’s off ers breakfast all day,
craft  beers soon on Church Street

New Paltz

5

New Paltz holds its Memorial 
Day festivities on May 30

Rosendale New Paltz

Community-based clay studio, 
A Potter on Main Street, opens

8 610

New Paltz

Hudson Valley figures prominently 
in Carol Bergman’s mystery novel

Continued on page 16

by Frances Marion Platt

W
HEN A SOCIAL movement 
adopts the rainbow as its 
symbol, it’s easy to imag-
ine the weather gods tak-

ing that as an open invitation to send 
rain to bless any LGBTQ-themed outdoor 
gathering. This past Sunday was looking 
dicey for the 16th annual Hudson Valley 
Pride March and Festival, with weather 
forecasts projecting a signifi cant chance 
of thunderstorms for much of the after-
noon. It’s a rain-or-shine event, though, 
and participants bring with them an aura 
of positivity so powerful that one might 
expect raindrops to bounce right off  it.

To stay on the safe side, a circus-sized 
tent is set up for the entertainment area 
at Hasbrouck Park, where the parade 
eventually ends up. As it turned out, 
however, the threatened storms held 
off , with only the faintest sprinkle of rain 
tickling the marchers as they set out from the New Paltz Middle School to head down Main Street. Clad in jeans, a black fi shnet shirt 
and fl ashy gold earrings, deejay Kiley J. Winn led the festive entourage in a truck that was blaring out Pride anthems such as Lady 
Gaga’s “Born this Way.” From a vantage point in front of the Elting Library, Winn announced each organized group of marchers as 

Hundreds of people came out to demonstrate Pride during the annual parade and festival 
in New Paltz last Sunday afternoon.
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NEW PALTZ | POLICERise Against Hate rally

planned for June 8
in New Paltz

A 
RALLY TO “RISE against Hate” will be 
held this Saturday, June 8 from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. in front of the Elting Library, 93 Main 
Street in New Paltz. Organizers felt it was 

time for a community response to denounce the 
growing number of hateful incidents in our schools 
and community and to show solidarity with stu-
dents and others who have been targets of bigotry 
and intimidation.

As the New Paltz Times reported (May 16 “This 
is a Crisis”) there have been ten incidents of rac-
ism and anti-Semitism in New Paltz schools in the 
past four months. According to Alexandra Zissu, an 
organizer of the event and mother of a New Paltz 
Middle School student, the incidents include swasti-
kas found in the middle school and high school and 
students calling each other the n-word.  

“There is frustration among many people in the 
community that the level of alarm about this isn’t 
higher and the response hasn’t been immediate,” 
said Zissu.

“We felt like we needed to do something to pub-
licly and directly call out these incidents, to come 
together as a community and to stand in solidarity 
with anyone who feels threatened by them. We hope 
to see many students that day.”

The two main sponsors and organizers of the 
event are New Paltz Women in Black and Moms for 
a Non-Toxic New York. New Paltz Women in Black, 
a familiar group to New Paltz residents, have been 
standing for peace and justice for all in front of the 
library, every Saturday, for nearly 18 years.

“When Alexandra approached us with this idea, 
we immediately wanted to be a part of it”, said Bar-
bara Upton of New Paltz Women in Black. While the 
event is focused on the New Paltz School District, the 
organizers recognize that what is happening here is 
obviously part of a broader problem that needs to 
be addressed.

“We are inviting vulnerable and marginalized 
members of our community to come to address 
how prejudice and hatred aff ect them,” said Upton. 
Organizers are inviting representatives from the im-
migrant, Black, Latino, LGBTQ, Muslim and Jewish 
communities to have their voices heard.

The organizers of “Rise Against Hate” have also in-
vited people from all across New Paltz to participate 
in the event, including administrators in New Paltz 
schools, leadership in the New Paltz Central School 
District, community faith leaders and students.

Newly-elected New Paltz Board of Education 
member Bianca Tanis, read a letter at a Board of Ed-
ucation meeting earlier this month, “To date, there 
have been no specifi c school-wide responses or ef-
forts that would comfort and assure students who 
may be feeling fear or confusion, and no specifi c 
education regarding the meaning of these images 
and words.” She called this unacceptable, adding 
that “the passage of time with no clear or specifi c 
response to these incidents sends a strong message, 
but unfortunately it is the wrong message.”

“We want everyone to join in this,” said Olli Cha-
noff , another organizer and parent of a NPMS stu-
dent. “Nationally there is an increase in hate speech 
and hate crimes, and much as we would like to think 
otherwise, we are not immune to it in our own com-
munity. This needs to be a public conversation, and 
our kids and our educators need to be part of it. Ig-
noring this kind of thing is not going to make it go 
away. We hope that standing up to it is something 
everyone can get behind.”

For more information on the event, to sign up, 
or to sponsor, go to the Facebook event page, 
“Rise against Hate” https://www.facebook.com/
events/852425221768276/ or write to Alexandra at 
az@alexandrazissu.com

The event has received support from over a dozen 
area organizations. Co-sponsors to date include: 

The Maya Gold Foundation, The ReSisterhood, New 
Paltz Democratic Women, New Paltz Racial Equity 
Coalition, March On Hudson Valley, Indivisible the 
Fight Is On, AAUW, Kingston, ENJAN- End New Jim 
Crow Action Network, Move Forward New York, 
Indivisible Ulster, U-Act (Ulster Activists), Ulster Im-
migrant Defense Network, the Rondout Valley High 
School Human Rights Club, Concerned Parents of 
New Paltz and New Paltz Socialists.

Tin Horn Uprising will be playing, the ReSisterhood 
Choir will be singing and puppets from the Red Wing 
Blackbird Theater will be performing at the event.

On the day of the event, a poster-making party will 
be held at Ryan Cronin: CronArtUSA in the Water 
Street Market from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Some mate-
rials will be available, or bring your own.

“It will be a peaceful, family-friendly event.” said 
Upton. “We hope many will join us to help reaffi  rm 
New Paltz as a hate-free community.” 

Racial Equity Initiative Advisory 
Committee membership 
applications now being accepted 

 The New Paltz Central School District Board of Ed-
ucation Racial Equity Initiative Advisory Committee 
is now accepting applications for committee mem-
bership. There are currently 12 open seats available 
that include community members, students, teach-
ers and administrators. Applications are available 
on the district website at www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us, 
at each of the school buildings and at the district of-
fi ce. The district clerk can be reached via e-mail at 
dcallo@newpaltz.k12.ny.us or via postal mail: Dis-
trict Clerk, 196 Main Street, New Paltz, NY 12561. If 
submitting your application via e-mail, please copy 
only the district clerk. 

All applications must be received by the district 
clerk no later than June 7. The committee will be 
reviewing applications at its June 11 meeting. Those 

selected for membership will be notifi ed by the dis-
trict clerk. 

Gas leak results in evacuation of 
New Paltz Middle School,
closure of Main Street

At 10:46 a.m. on Thursday, May 30, the New Paltz 
Fire Department was dispatched for a gas leak at 210 
Main Street in the Village of New Paltz.

Upon arrival, it was confi rmed by fi re chief Cory 
Wirthmann that a large gas leak was present. Im-
mediate evacuation of the areas and buildings from 
South Manheim Boulevard to Joalyn Road was con-
ducted by fi re and police department personnel. 
Main Street was also closed to traffi  c in both direc-
tions as a result of the evacuation. Part of the evacua-
tion included the staff  and students of the New Paltz 
Middle School. All occupants of the middle school 
property were transported via school bus as a pre-
caution to the New Paltz High School safely without 
issue for the duration of the incident.

At that point, Central Hudson gas crews were able 
to stop the gas leak. Additionally, Central Hudson 
and New Paltz Fire Department personnel checked 
all the areas of the middle school as a precaution 
with several combustible gas detection meters with 
no readings. Fire chief Wirthmann declared the mid-
dle school and all surrounding properties clear and 
safe for occupancy at 12:19 p.m.

The New Paltz Fire Department was assisted by 
the New Paltz Police, New Paltz Rescue Squad, SUNY 
New Paltz Police, New Paltz Central School District 
and the Village of New Paltz DPW.

Senator Jen Metzger secures 
$200,000 for the Village of New 
Paltz

As part of the 2019-2020 New York State budget, 

Autism awareness 
sticker campaign

F
OR SEVERAL YEARS, the New 
Paltz Police Department (NPPD) 
has had autism awareness stickers 
on its cars to remind people of the 

prevalence of autism and autism spectrum 
disorders and to show support to those with 
ASDs.  

The NPPD now has “Occupant with Au-
tism” stickers available that can either be 
placed on the vehicle that transports some-
one with ASDs or on the door of their home 
to advise emergency responders.  

 ASDs are the fastest growing develop-
mental disabilities in the U.S. It is estimated 
that 1 in 59 people suff er from ASDs. ASDs 
aff ect people of all races, genders and eco-
nomic groups. People with ASDs are seven 
times more likely than most to come in contact with fi rst responders. Many times, when these 
contacts are with law enforcement, people with ASDs may react in a way that suggests they are be-
ing aggressive or non-compliant. But in fact, they just have trouble communicating and relating to 
others, or they are extremely sensitive to sensory stimulation that may be created by emergency 
lights or sirens.  

 New Paltz police offi  cer Philipp Kraus, who oversees the department’s mental health and crisis 
intervention training and proposed this initiative said, “As police offi  cers, having some informa-
tion that the person we are approaching, whether in a vehicle or house, has an ASD, may give 
us an understanding as to why the person is responding the way they are. This information will 
hopefully allow us to properly react to them and make the interaction safe for all parties and have 
a positive outcome.” 

 Police recommend placing the sticker on the lower left corner of the rear window or on the out-
side of the main entrance of the residence. They hope that this small gesture may be what changes 
the outcome of a tense situation, just by giving responding offi  cers the heads up that the person 
they are dealing with has an ASD.  

 The stickers are available at the New Paltz Police Department, located at 83 South Putt Corners 
Road in New Paltz.
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the Village of New Paltz will receive $200,000 in 
SUNY Impact Aid. The funds, secured by Senator Jen 
Metzger, will go to off set some of the costs for local 
fi re and police departments to provide public safety 
services to the university population. 

“It was important to me that the Village of New 
Paltz get the support it needs from the state as a 
SUNY host community,” explained Senator Jen 
Metzger. “These funds will ensure that local taxpay-
ers do not have to bear the burden of the costs of en-
suring public safety for the university community.”

According to New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers, SUNY 
New Paltz calls have averaged approximately 20 per-
cent of call volume for the last few years for the vil-
lage’s all-volunteer New Paltz Fire Department.

“I’m so grateful to Senator Jen Metzger for making 
sure that $200,000 of SUNY Impact Aid to support 
our local taxpayers remained in the state budget,” 
said Rogers. “Funds will be shared between our fi re 
($150,000) and police ($50,000) departments and 
ensure that they have the resources that they need 
to provide for the entire New Paltz community.”

Notice of Gardiner Democratic 
caucus on June 9

The Gardiner Democratic caucus will be held on 
Sunday, June 9 for the purpose of nominating Demo-
cratic candidates for town Offi  ces to be voted for at 
the November 5, 2019 general election. The caucus 
will take place at the Gardiner Town Hall at 5 p.m. 

The Gardiner Democratic Committee urges all reg-
istered Democrats in Gardiner to attend the caucus 
and participate in the selection of candidates for su-
pervisor, town Board and justice who will appear on 
the ballot in November. All are welcome to attend, 
but only registered Democrats in Gardiner’s four 
election districts may vote at the caucus.

Bake for the lake

A bake sale to help save Tillson Lake will be held 
on Saturday, June 22 from 5 to 8 p.m. at Stone Wave, 
located at 2694 Route 44-55 in Gardiner.

The event will feature food, baked goods and an 
auction. The cost is $15, $7 for children and free for 
kids under three.

To order tickets, e-mail info @savetillsonlake.org, 
to pay by credit card/PayPal, visit savetillsonlake.org 
or send checks to Friends of Tillson Lake, P.O. Box 
228, Gardiner, NY 12525. 

Adoption journeys with Barbara 
Neiman at Elting Memorial Library

Local author Barbara Neiman will  talk about her 
new cutting-edge workbook for teens, The Adopted 
Teen Workbook: Developing Confi dence, Strength and 
Resilience on the Path to Adulthood on Tuesday, June 
11, 7 p.m., in the Steinberg Reading Room of the li-
brary located at 93 main Street in New Paltz.

The workbook is appropriate for those who have 
experienced adoption, foster care or guardianship 
and their search for identity. The author will share 
stories and activities from the workbook that help 
parents and teens to better grapple with the past, di-
versity, loss, courage, fi nding identity and the need 
for safety as teens explore their adoption journey. 

For additional information, call 255-5030.

Stone Ridge Library hosts 73rd 
annual Library Fair on June 8

 The Stone Ridge Library will host its 73rd annual 
Library Fair this Saturday, June 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., rain or shine, on the library grounds. The fes-
tivities will include a book sale, plant sale, children’s 
activities, craft and gift booths, food and drink and 
entertainment all day. On Sunday, the bag sale, with 
a bag of books for $10, will take place from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

The library will accept purchases of books and 
plants via credit card on Saturday. Parking will be 
available at the High Meadow School, located across 
Route 209. 

The main event of the fair is books. Flowering an-
nuals, perennials, herbs and grasses, donated by lo-
cal businesses as well as garden plants donated from 
home gardens will overfl ow the plant tent. Cherries 
of Stone Ridge will join the library team again this 
year with favorite summertime fare. Entertainment 
will be provided by Trio Mio, Cheryl & Kurt joined by 

T
HE GARDINER LIBRARY hosts the 
New Paltz High School AP Studio Art 
class in an art show featuring eight tal-
ented seniors from the class of 2019. 

The exhibit begins on Thursday, June 6 with the 
artist reception taking place on Thursday, June 
13 from 5 to 6:30 p.m.  The show is a fi nal ode to 
the students’ hard work and dedication to the 
arts throughout their high school careers. Meet 
the artists at the opening where refreshments 
and hors d’oevours will be served.

The works will be on display in the library 
exhibit space, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike, through 
June 29. For further information, call the library 
at 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Untitled by Carolyn Reeves .

New Paltz High School 
AP Studio Art Class
exhibit and reception
at Gardiner Library

Larry Packer on violin, BLOOM directed by Debbie 
Lan, Breakaway with Robin Baker and the Rondout 
Valley High School jazz vocal ensemble. The Stone 
Ridge Library Foundation will host a wine basket 
raffl  e and a 50/50 raffl  e will take place. 

The Library Fair is the largest fundraising event 
of the year, with proceeds going toward the library’s 
operating budget. “We are grateful to our Library 
Fair volunteers, and to the community for support-
ing the fair year after year,” said director Jody Ford.

Additional information can be found at stoner-
idgelibrary.org and on the Library’s Facebook and 
Instagram pages.

Supporting children aft er trauma 

The Institute for Disaster Mental Health (IDMH) 
at SUNY New Paltz invites members of the educa-

tion and disaster response communities to its 16th 
annual conference, with workshops and keynote ad-
dresses devoted to the conference theme, “Support-
ing Children after Trauma and Disaster: Protecting 
New York’s Future” this Friday, June 7 at SUNY New 
Paltz.

The Institute for Disaster Mental Health Confer-
ence unites hundreds of healthcare professionals, 
emergency services providers, counselors, policy-
makers and researchers for conversations about best 
practices in trauma response and care provision. 

This year’s event promises two morning keynotes 
and six afternoon workshops, presented by speak-
ers with diverse skill sets and backgrounds in coun-
seling, public health, crisis intervention, education, 
government and law enforcement.

For more information and a list of speakers, visit 
https://www.newpaltz.edu/idmh/idmh-annual-con-
ference-/conference.html) or contact IDMH@new-
paltz.edu. 

Now, that’s Italian

The next and fi nal community luncheon of the 
season, sponsored by the Jewish Congregation of 
New Paltz, will be held on Tuesday, June 11, noon, 
at the Jewish Center, located at 30 North Chestnut 
Street in New Paltz. Volunteer chef Gayle Shankman 
has planned a special Italian menu including: veg-
etable minestrone served with garlic bread, rigatoni 
bolognese (made with kosher turkey), escarole with 
fava beans and caramelized shallots and assorted 
Italian cookies and biscotti.

The cost is $9 for non-members of the congrega-
tion and $5 for members, payable at the door. Res-
ervations are required. For more information or to 
reserve a seat, please contact Myra Sorin at 255-5016 
or myrasorin@gmail.com. Please try to RSVP by the 
Friday before the luncheon. 

After this luncheon, there will be a summer break, 
and luncheons will resume in September. The lun-
cheons are designed for adults, with special encour-
agement to seniors and are open to the community.

New Paltz/Gardiner seniors
to meet on June 12

The Senior Club of New Paltz/Gardiner will meet 
on Wednesday, June 12, 1:30 p.m., at the VFW so-
cial hall, located on Route 208 South in New Paltz. 
The Resisterhood Choir will perform. Celebrate June 
birthdays with cake, tea and coff ee. If the sunny 
weather continues, the group will also have its an-
nual strawberry shortcake. 

The group’s next trip is on September 25 to Hunt-
erdon Hills Playhouse for lunch and to see Barefoot 
in the Park. This outing is open to any senior. 

For trip questions, call Phyllis Maier at (845) 255-
6878 and for programs, call Kathy Rivera at (845) 
256-9490.

FAMILY OWNED FOR 30+ YEARS

100+ TV channels, free wireless internet,  
fitness area and guest laundry. 

Free Continental Breakfast.  
Handicap accessible rooms available.

1/4 mile to NYS Thruway. 

All local police, firefighters, and EMTs 15% off with valid ID.

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz
845-255-8865 • www.abviofnewpaltz.com

GROUP DISCOUNT RATES

Serve Your Dad
Breakfast in Bed

BAGELS • CROISSANTS • HARD ROLLS • DANISH 
FRUIT TARTS • MUFFINS • CINNAMON BUNS 

COOKIES • ICED COFFEE • SMOOTHIES

FATHER’S DAY CAKES

ORDER YOUR GRADUATION CAKES

THE BAKERY 
7 DAYS 13A FRONT STREET, NEW PALTZ  255-8840

www.ilovethebakery.com

DOWNLOAD OUR 
MOBILE APP!

Place orders, loyalty punch card, 
scratch off for free prizes, and more!
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Minnewaska Distance 
Swimmers Association 
to start season

T
HE MINNEWASKA DISTANCE Swimmers 
Association (MDSA) will celebrate the open-
ing of its 18th season at Lake Minnewaska 
on Saturday, June 15. MDSA members will 

be able to swim as much as they want around a 200-
yard buoyed cable located about 25 yards off shore, 
making possible a 400-yard uninterrupted swim. 
Entrance to the water is at the former “family beach” 
on the southeast end of the lake, a walk of about 20 
minutes from the parking lots. Swimming hours are 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday and 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. 

To become a member, swimmers must be at least 
18 years of age and pass a test requiring that they 
swim continuously for 500 yards (including 25 yards 
each of the crawl, breast stroke, side stroke and free 
style back stroke) and tread water for three minutes.

All tests take place at the Moriello Pool ($6 en-
trance fee) every Saturday from noon to 2 p.m. on 
June 8 through July 27. The Moriello Pool is located 
on Mulberry Street in New Paltz.

Applicants should apply online at www.min-
newaskaswimmers.org and bring a printout of their 
submitted online application, a signed release of li-
ability form, two clear copies of their driver’s license 
photo and the annual membership fee of $20. The 
two head shots must be one inch by one-and-a-quar-
ter inch.

A picnic for seniors on June 21
in New Paltz

A picnic for seniors will take place on Friday, June 
21 (rain date Friday, June 28), beginning at noon at 
the Field of Dreams pavilion on Libertyville Road in 
New Paltz. 

Reservations are required; please contact the New 
Paltz Community Center at 255-2512 or e-mail recre-
ation@townofnewpaltz.org. for reservations and ad-
ditional information.

THRIVE Grants available

The Maya Gold Foundation has announced the avail-
ability of funding through THRIVE: Grants for New 
Paltz Youth Programs initiative. The application dead-
line for the current funding cycle is June 21, 2019. 

The Maya Gold Foundation has funded over 
a dozen programs for teens in previous funding 
cycles, and local youth have benefi ted from music 
lessons, empowerment groups, art programs, wil-
derness activities, reading programs and theatre 
games. THRIVE Grants are available to support ex-
isting programs and fund individuals who want to 
develop new programs for teens in New Paltz and 
the surrounding area. The foundation welcomes re-
quests for funding throughout the year. A committee 
reviews applications quarterly, and for this cycle ap-
plications are due by June 21, 2019. 

For more information and to apply online, please 
go to http://www.mayagoldfoundation.org\apply or 
e-mail info@mayagoldfoundation.org. 

Jewish Renewal Shabbat service 
June 7

Join Kol Hai Hudson Valley Jewish Renewal for 
a Shabbat service this Friday, June 7, 6:30 p.m., in 
the great room at Woodland Pond in New Paltz. The 
gatherings are joyful, musical, multigenerational\ 
and meditative. Participants delve into meanings of 
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Gala luncheon at 
Slabsides on June 9

T
HE PUBLIC IS invited to the fourth 
annual gala benefi t luncheon, "In 
John Burroughs Front Yard," this 
Sunday, June 9 from noon to 3 p.m. 

at Slabsides, located on Burroughs Drive in 
West Park. Tickets are $125.

Following Burroughs’ tradition of invit-
ing friends to experience nature at his cabin 
retreat, the John Burroughs Association in-
vites community members  to a special lun-
cheon in the same woods that drew many 
and inspired Burroughs’ nature writing. 

The luncheon will benefi t the John Bur-
roughs Nature Sanctuary, preserving the 
land and expanding the experiences at this 
iconic gem.

Feast on a lunch of local ingredients, for-
aged from farm, fi eld and forest, including 
venison from John Burroughs’ Riverby es-
tate, all made by Marcey Brownstein Cater-
ing.

In an intimate performance, Jay Ungar 
and Molly Mason will perform their original 
“Our Catskill Mountain Home,” with a verse to John Burroughs and other songs from their inspi-
rational repertoire.

Entering the 1895 National Historic Landmark cabin, you will step back in time to 1920 as Bur-
roughs left it.  Tour downstairs and upstairs. A naturalist will off er short nature walks along the 
Spring Path -- geology, wild fl owers, and birds.

For additional information, e-mail joan@johnburroughsassociation.org or call 202-316-3336.

John Burroughs cooking in his cabin.

Torah from the ancient Hebrew mystical tradition, 
sing and chant. Services are followed by Kiddush 
and a potluck desert. 

Kol Hai’s music-fi lled Shabbat services are open to 
all. For more information, contact hello@kolhai.org, 
visit www.kolhai.org or call (845) 477-5457.

Fiber arts at Gardiner Library

Gardiner Library will host this month’s fi ber arts 
meeting on June 9 from noon to 3 p.m. This group 
is for all stages of knitters, crocheters, spinners or 
sewers. Bring your own needles, yarn and project. 
Attendees can share your tips and techniques and 
socialize with the group. Newcomers and all skill lev-
els are always welcome. 

The Fiber Arts group meets in the library commu-
nity room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

High Falls 350th anniversary 
celebration parade

The High Falls 350th anniversary celebration pa-
rade will be held on Saturday, June 15. The parade 
will kick off  at 11 a.m. from the Sheeley House B&B 
at 6 Fairview Avenue in High Falls. The parade will 
proceed down Lucas Avenue, turn left past the High 
Falls Food Co-op, continue over to the bridge onto 
Main Street and end at Old Route 213 (near Green 
Cottage and the Rockcliff e house). Registered parade 
participants are asked to assemble at the meeting 
point at 10 a.m. The parade will include grand mar-
shalls Dick and Betty Davenport, a bagpipe marching 
band from the Ancient Order of Hibernians in Kings-
ton, fi re departments from all Marbletown units, the 
Marbletown Rescue Squad, High Falls Community 
Church, High Falls Civic Association, High Falls Con-

servancy, the Rosendale Improvement Association 
Brass Band and Social Club, classic and antique cars 
and numerous citizen marching groups.

After the parade, the celebration continues on 
Second Street (by the Delaware and Hudson Canal 
Museum) with short speeches and awards presented 
at a reviewing stand. Racing cars will be on display. 
Light refreshments will be served on or near the fi re 
house. Nearby local High Falls restaurants and shops 
will be open.

Promoting habitat at home
and nearby

The Shawangunk-Wallkill Native Plant Network, a 
local group of native plant gardeners and enthusi-
asts, is off ering free consultations to area residents 
interested in supporting richer ecological habitat in 
their residential (or other) landscapes. This could in-
clude: strategies for lawn reduction; best practices 
for tending fi elds, forests, and other wild areas; ways 
of promoting wildlife diversity; advice for new or 
replacement planting; managing tick risk; and help 
identifying existing plants.

For additional information, e-mail SWNativePlant-
Network@gmail.com.

Medicare talk at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host Medicare 101 this 
Saturday, June 8 from noon to 2 p.m. This talk will 
cover Medicare basics and be presented by health 
insurance consultant Jim Farnham.

The talk takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Ukulele club in Gardiner

The Gardiner Library will host another meeting of 
the ukulele club, the Ukuleleans, led by Jeff  Pfeff er on 
Wednesday, June 12 from 7 to 9 p.m.  This free monthly 
club is for all ages of ukulele players, from beginner to 
experienced. The aim will be to encourage one anoth-
er along as group members have fun with this uniquely 
upbeat instrument. Individuals will also be given the 
opportunity to perform for the group, if they desire, 
building confi dence to perform in front of audiences.

The ukulele club will meet in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, 
call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

An old fire truck that is pulling into Fairview Avenue 
from Lucas Avenue, just outside The Sheeley House 
B&B, which  is the starting point for this year’s parade.  

317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ
Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card
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This Week: Grilled Ray’s sweet sausage on a bun, 
grilled onions & peppers, lots of sides - $13 

LIVE MUSIC!
FARM FRESH LUNCH FROM SCRATCH 

EVERY SATURDAY 12-3PM
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NEW PALTZ  | PARADE

by Terence P Ward

M
EMORIAL DAY WAS offi  cially moved to 
the last Monday in May back in 1968, 
but members of the New Paltz VFW 
post 8645 still hew to the older May 30 

date, which had been observed nationwide for more 
than 100 years. Thus it is that veterans and others 
marched down a closed Main Street at 6 p.m. last 
Thursday, mindless of the rainy weather as they pa-
raded in memory of those who have died in United 
States military service.

Chill weather and a strong downpour at parade 
time were not enough to turn away the open fl oats 
or the convertibles with tops down; umbrellas and 
disposable plastic ponchos were standard fare, the 
latter draping members of the high school band who 
showed up in force to do their duty. Members of 

various civic organizations joined a smattering of liv-
ing veterans to comprise a parade that was bursting 
with pride and somber for the sacrifi ces made for 
a nation. Given the midweek, commute-hour timing 
and unpleasant weather, the somewhat small num-
ber of spectators was not perhaps surprising, but 
every block of the parade route had at least a small 
handful of stalwart members of the public sheltering 
under awnings or otherwise sheltering from the rain 
to say with their presence: we honor those who have 
died in combat. We remember.

 Among those joining the parade were some elected 
offi  cials; it’s not a requirement, but certainly a tradition 
honored by some of those in offi  ce. Several of them 
spoke about the importance of recognizing military 
members who died in service, but New Paltz Town Jus-
tice James Bacon’s comments captured the history and 
purpose of the day: “This is an important day,” he said, 
one when many of his own ancestors are remembered. 
Among them were soldiers who fought on both sides 
of the Civil War, his father — who served in the OSS, 
the forerunner of the CIA — and an uncle who lies bur-
ied in France, dying just three weeks before the end of 
World War II. If weather and timing suppressed at-
tendance, that was perhaps mitigated by who chose 
to show up. Pat Ryan, incoming executive for Ulster 
County, marched in a parade his predecessor Mike 
Hein had never attended; also present was the sher-
iff , Juan Figueroa. The sheriff 's offi  ce has been in ex-
istence far longer than that of the executive and it's 
possible other sheriff s have marched in this parade, 
but it hasn't happened in recent memory.

The tradition of honoring these dead in the United 
States emerged in the years after the Civil War, with 
regional practices eventually being consolidated into 
a national day of remembrance on May 30. In 1966, 
Lyndon Johnson declared Waterloo, New York the 
place where it all began, but despite that offi  cial rec-
ognition, scholars largely agree that this is a myth. 
What's known for certain is that in 1868, the leader of 
a Union war veterans' organization, the Grand Army 
of the Republic (GAR), proclaimed that a "decoration 
day" to put fl owers on the graves of soldiers should 
be observed every May 30. Southerners of the day 
were rankled by what they saw as the appropriation 
of their custom. It's not entirely clear why John A. 
Logan — head of the GAR in 1868 — selected May 30, 

Honor the fallen
New Paltz holds its Memorial Day parade and festivities on May 30

This year’s grand marshal, 
Ron Mironchik, said, 

“We still hang in there, to 
remember on the day,” 

rather than acknowledging 
the shi�  for the convenience 

of barbecuing families.

but that date became the standard and was used un-
til 1970 when the law creating three-day weekends 
for federal employees went into eff ect.

Honoring that century-long tradition, members of 
the New Paltz post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
continue to remember on May 30, marching down 
Main and laying wreaths at the two war memorials 

in front of the fi rehouse. This year's grand marshal, 
Ron Mironchik, said, "We still hang in there, to re-
member on the day," rather than acknowledging the 
shift for the convenience of barbecuing families. "We 
march to honor all the people who have died, and 
are dying, for this country." ++

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Local Girl Scout Troop 60066 Heart of the Hudson marched in the Memorial Day Parade in New Paltz last week.
.

Every year, the New Paltz High School Marching Band provides the music for the New Paltz Memorial Day Parade.

Accent Insurance can provide vendor insurance for food 
trucks and food concessions, flea market and antique show 
vendors and more. Let us help you find the best insurance for 
your unique business.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:    

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

NEED VENDORS INSURANCE?

unique business.
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McFoxlin’s off ers 
breakfast all day,
craft beers soon
on Church Street
by Frances Marion Platt

C
AN DOWNTOWN NEW Paltz handle an-
other breakfast joint? Or, once McFoxlin’s 
gets its beer-and-wine license (expected by 
mid-June), another place to choose from an 

impressive array of craft beers in the evening? So far, 
so good, says proprietor Emily Fox, who opened her 
doors to the public on May 6. “I’m shocked by how 
many regulars we have already,” she says. “I want it 
to be a little community hub where people can sit 
with a laptop.” McFoxlin’s business motto is “Fancy 

beer, fancy coff ee, no fancy people.”
Though the new café in the cozy space that used to 

house End Cut at 5 Church Street is currently open 
only from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., it’s already being discov-
ered by a diverse cross-section of Paltzonians and 
weekenders alike, according to Fox, from new par-
ents with babies to rock-climbing hipsters to SUNY 
professors. Some good karma may have attached 
itself to the place when it was an Indian restaurant, 
along with the vestiges of Indian art still posted on 
the bathroom doors: Fox has a special affi  nity for the 
subcontinent, having fi rst traveled in India at age 16 
and worked for several years between high school 
(in Maine) and college (at Bard) at a nongovernmen-

LAUREN THOMAS

McFoxlin's has recently opened at 5 Church Street in New Paltz. Proprietor Emily Fox is pictured along with her partner 
Brendan McLaughlin.

tal organization there called Project Why, which op-
erates schools in slums for migrant children.

For now, the big draw at McFoxlin’s seems to be the 
breakfast-all-day menu, whose impressively diverse 
toast menu – all under $10 – transcends the once-
trendy, now-ubiquitous avocado to include salmon, 
mushroom and beet toast. You can get your egg “in a 
basket” (of grilled sourdough bread) or poached and 
perched atop a salad that features whatever berries 
are in season at the moment.

Healthful, locally sourced ingredients are empha-
sized, with plenty of off erings for vegans and meat-eat-
ers alike. The BLAT – like a BLT, but with avocado, plus 
cream cheese, served on ciabatta – is a popular lunch 
item, as is the black bean cashew burger. Feeling self-
indulgent? Try the All Day Sandwich, which includes 
both bacon and salmon from local smokehouses.

Coff ees are of course featured, the beans obtained 
from Manhattan-based Café Grumpy and brewed on 
an automated, self-cleaning espresso machine that 
can be programmed via Wi-Fi. Having never worked 
as a barista, Fox makes it a point of pride to be lousy 
at “latte art.” However, she does make the base her-

self for the carrot maple latte; beet, turmeric and 
blueberry honey lattes are also available.

Presiding over the kitchen at McFoxlin’s is Ashley 
Nickell, an “amazing chef” who grew up in a restau-
rant-owning family in Florida before relocating to 
Newburgh. Nickell has appeared on celebrity chef 
competition cable TV shows including Hell’s Kitchen 
with Gordon Ramsay and Cutthroat Kitchen, Fox 
notes. “I just wrote a menu of all the things I wanted 
to eat,” says the proprietor, and then handed it over 
to Nickell to work her magic.

Fox’s own kitchen passion is craft beer; she has 
already qualifi ed for Level I Cicerone certifi cation 
– “the equivalent of a sommelier for beer” – and is 
currently deep in her studies for Level II. She has 
worked hands-on with brewers and developed reci-
pes that repurpose the spent grains from the beer-
making process, including granola bars and dog 
treats. The granola bars will eventually be a compo-
nent of the box lunches that Fox wants to make avail-
able to hikers and climbers – but only once the café 
is open for evening hours, so that the vintage lunch-
boxes that Fox has been collecting can be returned 

Emily Fox’s own kitchen 
passion is cra�  beer; she has 
already qualifi ed for Level I 
Cicerone certifi cation -- “the 

equivalent of a sommelier for 
beer” -- and is currently deep 

in her studies for Level II
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at the end of a day of active recreation.
Those hikers will want to quench their thirsts as 

well, of course. McFoxlin’s bar features 12 tap lines, 
one of which Fox wants to devote to cava – “the 
Spanish version of prosecco” – and the rest to craft 
beers and hard ciders that aren’t the same ones to be 
found everywhere else in New Paltz. “Food is good, 
but beer is what I’m really excited about,” she says. 
“We want the Hudson Valley to be the Napa Valley of 
beer…It’s a natural evolution for the Hudson Valley; 
we have great agricultural land, and those products 
grow really well here.”

Once the beer-and-wine permit comes through, 
McFoxlin’s hours will be extended to 9 p.m. on week-
nights, 11 p.m. on weekends. Fox says that she hopes 
to host events in the evening hours such as tastings, a 
beer trivia night, educational events, fundraisers, mov-
ie nights and the like. Mostly, the concept is to make the 
café feel like an unpretentious and welcoming space. 
“It’s important to us to create a home and community 
in New Paltz because we’re transplants,” she says of 
herself, a Mainer, and her romantic and business part-
ner, Brendan McLaughlin, an Alaskan (he’s also the 
“handsome lawyer” mysteriously alluded to on the 
McFoxlin’s website). “We want to make the community 
happy. That’s what’s going to make us happy.”

To learn more about McFoxlin’s and view the full 
menu, visit www.mcfoxlins.com or www.facebook.
com/mcfoxlins.

CareMount Medical to move into 
ShopRite plaza

The ShopRite plaza in New Paltz will soon be get-
ting a new tenant, a branch of the statewide medi-
cal specialty group CareMount. Plaza representative 
John Joseph received approval for the necessary 
work at the New Paltz Town Planning Board meet-
ing of April 22. That approval came in the form of 
amending the site plan to put in new windows, and 
extend the facade, around the eastern end of the 
building.

CareMount Medical is a physician-owned multi-
specialty medical group which provides medical 
care, laboratory and radiological services in and im-
mediately northward of New York City, stretching 

as far as Columbia County for coverage. According 
to the group's own press, it's the largest of its kind 
in the state. Services off ered through the company 
include coordination of Medicare, patient portal in-
cluding virtual visits and access to a wide variety of 
specialists in the same location. Some CareMount fa-
cilities are urgent care centers, but there's no indica-
tion that's what's planned for the New Paltz location.

This is the latest in a series of steps intended to 
revitalize the ShopRite plaza. The controversial 
parking lot redesign was a required prerequisite to 
amending the site plan. That work, intended to bring 
the lot up to current safety standards, is still brought 
up by locals without prompting because the new 
confi guration remains unpopular. It's yet to be seen 
if any plans to update ShopRite itself will be brought 
to a Planning Board meeting.

-- Terence P Ward

Shop Local
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by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE PROTAGONIST OF Carol Bergman’s 
mystery novel, Say Nothing (Mediacs, 
2019), is a rookie private investigator, re-
cently returned home to the Hudson Valley 

from deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan. As the 
story begins, Alison Jenkins is a complicated soul at 
a crossroads. Her parents expect her to resume the 
life she had before she became a soldier, but rattled 
by her wartime experiences, the young woman is 
not quite ready to re-enter polite society. Knowing 
she has to start somewhere, she decides to become a 
PI. “I wanted to get to the bottom of things,” she ex-
plains. “To fi nd the truth, to put the bad guys away. 
Maybe then the world would be safer, and I would 
be safer also.”

Jenkins is mentored in her new profession by an 
established private investigator, Margaret “Peg” 
Singer. When Jenkins’s longtime friend and fellow 
war vet, David Rizzo, goes missing, the two are hired 
by the missing man’s parents to fi nd him. Teaming 
up with a seasoned New York State Police investiga-

tor, they soon learn that Rizzo’s mysterious disap-
pearance is related to several other crimes, when 
his girlfriend and later a young Afghan girl are found 
murdered. The FBI enters the picture and invokes 
the Patriot Act, triggering questions as to whether 
the government is protecting a killer and whether 
Rizzo will be found dead or alive. 

The plot of Say Nothing advances steadily forward 
fi ltered through Jenkins’s narrative; her internal 
debates and observations and her justifi cations for 
her own and other’s behavior. And she is not always 
the most sympathetic of protagonists. But the ways 
in which she sometimes overreacts or acts without 
thinking through the consequences, rings true in a 
portrayal of a heroine we don’t often see: a female 
veteran. We, who have never seen battle, know little 
enough about the experiences of male veterans, but 
a woman’s experience as a soldier and the impact it 
would have on the remainder of her life afterward is 
perhaps even more unimaginable.

Jenkins’s struggle to fi nd her equilibrium back in 
the States is poignant in Bergman’s clear and concise 
passages that speak to the author’s background as a 

journalist and essayist. When the young PI’s mentor 
tells her that a private investigator must remain alert 
and optimistic – without despair and empathetic to 
their client’s sorrow but not swallowed up by it – Jen-
kins is momentarily thrown, more accustomed to 
the way war had trained her to fully engage. “For a 
split second I was terrifi ed I’d chosen the wrong pro-
fession, that the steadiness in my nature had been 
marked by war. But then I looked into the outlines 
of the mountains against the cloudless sky and I re-
covered.”

The mid-Hudson landscape, in all its varied sea-
sons, forms the backdrop of the story, which for the 
local reader moves from one familiar location to 
another: an art supply store in Rhinebeck, the Cu-
linary Institute, the FDR site, Olana and local State 
Police barracks. The author has only lived in the re-
gion since last year, but spent time here over the ten 
years prior visiting her daughter and son-in-law in 
Kerhonkson. She also researched a great deal of lo-
cal history and spoke with a lot of people in order to 
learn more about the area.

The plot of Say Nothing has its origins in one of 
those conversations. Back in 2012, Bergman was 
up from the city to house-sit for her daughter when 
she met someone who told her about a person they 
knew, whose son had disappeared after a night out 
with his girlfriend and had not been found. “And at 
the end of the summer, his body washed up,” Berg-
man relates. “That was the germ of this story; of 
what must it be like for a mom, a parent, to lose their 
child in this way.”

Later Bergman attended a conference at NYU, 
where she teaches creative nonfi ction writing as an 
adjunct associate professor at the university’s Col-
lege of Applied Liberal Arts. Some years earlier she 
had edited an anthology, Another Day in Paradise; In-
ternational Humanitarian Workers Tell Their Stories, 
which prompted a young man at the conference to 
tell her he was going back to school to get his mas-
ter’s in international relations. He’d been a soldier 
in Iraq, and had decided to do humanitarian work.

The young man asked Bergman if she was inter-
ested in doing another anthology, this time with vets 
writing about trying to get their lives together after 
their wartime experiences. She was interested, and 
the project began, but it soon became apparent that 
for a number of the veterans, their experiences were 
just too overwhelming to put into words, and they 
could not bring themselves to fi nish their stories. “I 
abandoned that project reluctantly,” Bergman says, 
“because it would have been a way of honoring them 
and their service and their struggle.”

She says that what really struck her about soldiers 
who have post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is 
that soldiers are taught to kill, and how do they turn 
that off  when they come back? “I think when you’re 
taught to kill, it’s against our nature, and something 
happens to the brain, apart from the obvious trauma 
of bombs going off  and seeing bodies. And even for 
those who don’t come back with terrible PTSD, it’s 
still rough on them; they see a lot that we cannot 
imagine. It takes a very strong person to be able to 
continue living their life in a positive way.”

As a child of refugees who escaped the Holocaust, 
Bergman says she has a lot of personal emotions 
around this topic, as well. “So I decided, well, let 

Local mystery
Hudson Valley fi gures prominently in Carol Bergman’s 
mystery novel, Say Nothing 

LAUREN THOMAS
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me write some fi ction around this instead. I was pro-
tected by my parents from knowing a lot about what 
they went through, but I understand the idea of los-
ing people and having these intense emotions.”

The fi rst draft of Say Nothing was written in 2012, 
and published. But the newly released 2019 version, 
published through the author’s own Mediacs pub-
lishing house, co-owned with her husband, Jim, is a 
completely re-worked and expanded version of the 
book. 

While it’s not the norm for authors to go back and 
rewrite works they’ve already published, Bergman 
says she went back to it because she wanted to make 
the story richer and more interesting. “I kept think-
ing about Louise Erdrich, who revised her fi rst nov-
el, Love Medicine, returning to it as a more evolved 
writer. And I thought that must have been interest-
ing for her, because as we get better, we see what we 
could have done better.” Say Nothing is now more 
textured, she says, with additional details and sev-
eral plot and character changes; essentially a com-
pletely diff erent book.

This is the fi rst murder mystery Bergman has writ-
ten. Her previous works form an eclectic output, 
including a memoir (Searching for Fritzi, about trav-
eling to Vienna with her daughter and mother, un-
covering the Austrian complicity in Nazi genocide); 
a collection of novellas (Sitting for Klimt, about the 

Bergman will mark the 
release of Say Nothing with

a reading and book 
signing at Inquiring Minds 

bookstore on Thursday, 
June 13. And on Sunday, 

June 23, she will give a free 
writer’s workshop at Unison 

Arts Center.

lives of artist models); biographies (of Mae West and 
Sidney Poitier); and ghostwriting (Growing Up Happy 
by Bob Keeshan, television’s Captain Kangaroo). Her 
feature articles, book reviews and interviews have 
appeared in numerous mainstream publications that 
include New York Times, Newsday, Family Circle, Cos-
mopolitan and The Times of London, and her short 
stories, poems and creative nonfi ction have been 
published in numerous literary journals in the U.S. 
and U.K., with her memoir-based essay, “Objects of 
Desire,” nominated for the Pushcart Prize in nonfi c-
tion.  

Born in New York City, Bergman lived and worked 
in London as a journalist for ten years before work 
opportunities drew her and her husband back to 
New York, where she has taught in the NYU writ-
ing program since 1997 and was one of the founding 
faculty of Gotham Writers’ Workshop. Now based 
in New Paltz, Bergman continues to teach at NYU 
weekly while also off ering writing workshops here 
in the Hudson Valley and teaching at SUNY Ulster.

The independent publishing house Bergman runs 
with her husband began in the city before the age 

of digital, she says, with their primary focus then on 
newsletters and annual reports. Mediacs is now a 
real family business; their daughter, Chloe Annetts, 
an established graphic designer in her own right, is 
their house designer. There is also a publicist on call 
and they off er professional editing services. “I call us 
‘Bloomsbury in the Mountains,’” Bergman says. Me-
diacs takes on “passion projects,” for the most part; 
material that might not be splashy enough for the big 
publishing houses to take on, but compelling stories 
worth publication.  

Bergman will mark the release of Say Nothing 
with a reading and book signing at Inquiring Minds 
bookstore, 6 Church St. in New Paltz, on Thursday, 
June 13 at 7 p.m. Copies of the book will be available. 
For more information, visit https://www.inquiring-
books.com/new-paltz-store.

And on Sunday, June 23 from 1-3 p.m., Bergman 
will give a free writer’s workshop at Unison Arts Cen-
ter, 68 Mountain Rest Rd., New Paltz. The theme is 
“Pivotal Moments,” with the workshop open to writ-
ers at all levels of experience. Visit https://www.uni-
sonarts.org/writing/ for details on registering. ++ 
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ROSENDALE  | PLACE

by Sharyn Flanagan

L
IA LYNN ROSEN’S new community-based 
clay studio in Rosendale, A Potter on Main 
Street, is a place where people can learn to 
make their own functional pottery. Rosen is 

off ering group classes for all ages and individual tuto-
rials by appointment. The idea is to provide a space 
and instruction for those who love to work with their 
hands and in communion with like-minded souls; a 
bit of a refuge, if you will, from the digital revolution.

“The digital has really aff ected people, in that 
they’re not able to just be with themselves and fo-
cus anymore,” says Rosen. “And that is something I 
feel really strongly about; that people need to be in 
the present and work on something they care about, 

that they love, and with others, in real time. Not on 
YouTube; here, with your material, with me helping 
you. And if I lose the game on that, ‘oh well,’ but I’ll 
at least have tried.”

Rosen is a relatively recent resident of the Hudson 
Valley, having moved here with her partner in Decem-
ber of 2017 from New Mexico, where she worked as 
a potter and taught art to children in public school, 
grades K-12, for 30 years. Born in Oakland, California, 
her childhood years were spent in Wisconsin and Min-
nesota, with enrollment in Teachers College at Colum-
bia University eventually taking her to New York City. 

Prior to that, while still in high school, Rosen dis-
covered her passion for pottery through a disciplined 
apprenticeship program she attended over several 
summers, set up on the European model of master 

apprenticeship, she explains. “I was really grabbed 
by it, and became a potter right away. And I still be-
lieve in the power of art; if you get really drawn into 
something, it gives you a purpose and a focus.”

Rosen moved to New Mexico in her late 20s, 
earning a BA in Southwestern art history and later 
studying ancient Pueblo pottery at the University of 
New Mexico. In the years that followed, living in the 
region between Albuquerque and Santa Fe, Rosen 
found that while Santa Fe has a reputation as an art-
ists’ mecca, the reality of life there is that poverty is 
prevalent. 

Teaching in New Mexico -- one of the country’s poor-
est states, she points out -- was not unlike being in the 
Peace Corps. “We were bringing things to the students 
that they would not have been able to have otherwise.” 
Rosen worked in the prison system, as well. “I did ev-
erything I could do. For me, it was about social change 
through the arts, but you can’t be that eff ective in a sys-
tem that’s pretty dysfunctional.”

Her decision to come East was based on the de-
sire for more political and social connections. “New 
Mexico is really historic, and the land and the sky is 
great. And it’s not like there aren’t people, but you 
don’t go there for the people. Here, it’s a people-
place, it’s more social. And we also have a beautiful 
environment here.”

Rosen says she likes New York City but knew she 
didn’t want to live there again. “I’m pretty nature-
oriented; seeing the land and the sky is important 
to me. Why else would I stay in New Mexico so 
long?” She and her partner looked at places along 
the east side of the Hudson River, including Beacon 
and Poughkeepsie, but nothing resonated with them 
until they found Rosendale through a serendipitous 
meeting with a couple from Kingston they met at a 
B&B in Oaxaca, Mexico. “We went to Main Street one 
day, and just thought, ‘This seems right.’”

Rosen was already aware of the Women’s Studio 
Workshop nearby, and initially thought she might 
work on her own pottery there. “I wasn’t thinking 
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of looking for a shop, then; when I came here I had 
sold my wheel and my kiln, and I didn’t know where 
I was going.” But when the space at 430 Main Street 
became available to rent, Rosen decided to make the 
leap and open her own studio.

Housed in a building with an exterior freshly 
painted a striking blue with green trim, A Potter on 
Main Street joins a community of small businesses 

and restaurants that Rosen says have all been wel-
coming to her. The front room, lit by natural light 
from the storefront windows, is where the classes 
are being held. Additional rooms hold a new kiln and 
pottery wheel for throwing, and a backyard garden 
and patio area has potential for future use.   

Noting the resemblance of her given name to the 
town in which she now resides and works, Rosen 
says that was coincidental. She’s pleased to have 
found a new home there, noting that Rosendale is 
a place where people live “by choice” in order to 
have a slower lifestyle and “more time to be real,” a 
prospect that suits her fi ne. After 45 years of making 
pottery, she says, “This is the very fi rst time in my 
life I have my own shop. It’s great! I’m at the very 
beginning of something, in that sense.”

Her classes and tutorials will evolve over time as 
demand dictates, of course, but for now there is a 
Wednesday evening group for women from 7-9 p.m., 
with the focus on hand-building pots with pinch, coil 
or slab methods and decorating them with burnish-
ing and painted designs. The working space is de-
signed to host up to eight students comfortably.

On Sundays, A Potter on Main Street off ers classes 
for adults and kids (age eight and up) to work togeth-
er on functional pieces, exploring various glazes and 
nature-derived textures. A four-class card for adults 
costs $100, but Rosen says that people can pay by 
the class at $25 per, without committing to the card. 
There is also a parent/child(ren) class card for $125. 
Card fees include materials and fi ring. Preregistra-
tion is not required.

Custom classes are also available for small groups 
of fi ve or more at a cost of $20 per person for a 1.5-
hour class. 

The studio space may serve in future as gallery 
space to host exhibitions of pottery, and Rosen says 
she has ideas about summer workshops that may be 
off ered. She also plans to start working on her own 
pottery again. “I made pretty specialized work in 
New Mexico, infl uenced by the region and all sorts 
of painted traditions, but here I want to do more 
straight-ahead functional pottery. I admire contem-
porary art, but I’m not out there on the cutting edge 
of contemporary abstract pottery; I work more his-
torically and I try to teach from that, as well.”

A Potter on Main Street is located at 430 Main 
Street in Rosendale. For more information, stop in 
Tuesday through Sunday, call (845) 658-2136, con-
tact LiaRosen@earthlink.net or visit https://apot-
teronmainstreet.com/. ++
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 The New Paltz Rescue Squad
Sowing seeds of community

by Terence P Ward

M
OST ENCOUNTERS WITH an ambulance 
are quite pedestrian: the fl ashing lights 
and wailing siren signal it's time to pull 
the car over and let the members of the 

rescue squad pass. What's a momentary pause in the 
lives of those New Paltz residents might represent a 
critical moment in the life of someone else, as that 
ambulance is bringing to their door a crew of profes-
sionals with suffi  cient equipment to do anything that 
might otherwise happen in a hospital emergency 
room.

Inside a steel building on North Putt Corners 
Road is the New Paltz Rescue Squad headquarters. 
The rescue squad is a nonprofi t organization, and 
the nondescript building is owned by that organi-
zation. One portion of it is set aside as a garage for 
the four ambulances and other vehicles, but most 
of the building has two fl oors inside. That space is 
used for offi  ces and training, but there's also bunk 
rooms and social space for the crew members, paid 
and volunteer alike. Shifts are 12 hours long, and 
during downtime, they are able to sleep, eat, watch 
Netfl ix, do laundry or take advantage of the robust 
wireless network. No small number of rescue squad 
volunteers — including both lieutenants — are college 
students, and amenities like free snacks and laundry 
facilities go a long way in making it easier to commit 
to that work. Chief Matthew Goodnow is both chief 
executive and operating offi  cer of the organization. 
His assistant is also paid, but the captain, like the 
lieutenants, is a volunteer.

The bare minimum to begin volunteering is CPR 
certifi cation and ambulance driver training, which 
are provided; volunteers are expected to pick up two 
shifts a month. EMT training — six to eight months in 
time — is a prerequisite to undergoing squad leader 
training. As a squad leader, all that EMT needs is a 
driver to be able to "do it all," Goodnow said. Volun-
teering, when the stakes can be someone's life, can-
not be a lesser commitment than what's expected of 
the paid crew members.

The mission of the nonprofi t is to provide emer-
gency medical services to those in need within the 
Town of New Paltz, but they do go farther afi eld 
when needed. All that advanced equipment, train-
ing and salary to make that possible adds up quickly, 
and the rescue squad has two main sources of rev-
enue. First, they have a contract with the town to 
provide this service; they also bill patients or their 
insurance companies. "The town [contract] is an 
agreement that we'll be here," the chief said, "and we 
bill the service to the insurance companies." The lat-
ter means that the squad needs to have a full-time 
business administrator overseeing insurance reim-
bursements, but even she is a trained EMT, able to 
help staff  a crew if the demand is high enough when 
she's in the offi  ce. Any effi  ciency possible is needed 
because insurance reimbursements often come in at 
a fraction of what's billed. Like most nonprofi ts, the 
New Paltz Rescue Squad operates on a tight budget. 
Part of the rescue squad's tight budget could be less-
ened by designating emergency medical as an "es-
sential service," which opens the door to receiving 
federal aid. "Waste management gets that designa-
tion," Goodnow said, and he considers it ironic that 
EMS hasn't yet been put on that same level of impor-
tance. "It's a new science," he admits.

The history of emergency medical services like 
this one is relatively short; it was only in the 1970s 
that the term started to replace "ambulance service," 
signaling a shift from simply transporting those in 
need of care to delivering that care. Chief Goodnow 
speaks of how ambulances were once converted 
hearses painted white, with room for not much 
more than to stabilize a patient on a stretcher for 
transport. The vans now used are stocked with state-
of-the-art equipment and staff ed by crew members 

trained in a wide variety of medical procedures. Per-
haps one of the most dramatic shifts over the years 
is in cardiac care: heart-attack victims were once 
brought to the nearest hospital as a matter of course, 
but now instead the ambulance remains parked and 
the patient is cared for right there. A doctor is avail-
able for consult whenever it's needed, but there's 
nothing done in an emergency room that can't be 
done by a New Paltz Rescue Squad crew.

Agency of the year
Marbletown resident Harriet Weber, who died in 

2001, is credited with founding emergency medi-
cal services in Ulster County following a 1958 call 
for an ambulance she'd made for her mother. What 
arrived was a hearse, as there were no ambulances 
here yet. She founded the Rondout Valley First Aid 
and Rescue Squad and the Marbletown First Aid 
Unit, and became an early instructor in emergency 
medicine. Goodnow, who was fi rst an EMS volunteer 
in Weber's hometown, was recently honored with 
both the county and regional awards of excellence 
named for her. "She advocated ambulances for all, 
and she was near and dear to my heart. It's an honor 
to get an award named for her," he said. There's also 
a state-level award with the same name, but Good-
now believes there are others more deserving of that 
honor than he. At the same time, the rescue squad 
was named agency of the year, and members took 
home awards for safety and service. "New Paltz re-
ally brought it home this year," the chief said.

Volunteerism
Locally, the New Paltz Rescue Squad was started 

in 1973, in response to the fact that the town doctor 
was cutting back on house calls. Following national 
trends, the fi rst paramedic training course was given 
in 1987; everyone who participated in it was a vol-
unteer. Now the squad is able to fi eld two full am-
bulance crews to provide "top-notch care" at a time 
at any hour of the day, and they have enough equip-
ment to send out two more ambulances if the situa-
tion warrants it. With every ambulance staff ed by at 
least one paramedic, they're able to administer med-
ication, intubate and perform electrocardiography 
and other procedures. That makes them a frequent 
recipient of requests for mutual aid, when someone 
is waiting for assistance in an area where all the vol-

unteers are already engaged. As long as there is one 
ambulance able to serve New Paltz, those calls can 
be answered, but the demand for mutual aid is also 
on the rise.

Goodnow remembers when the rescue squad was 
fully volunteer, like the fi re department. He under-
stands the importance of volunteering, and is in fact 
a volunteer fi re chief in Gardiner. The camaraderie 
which develops among such volunteers is clearly 
something they all value highly, but it's diffi  cult to 
quantify, even explain. The decision to volunteer, 
which in many cases was once a family tradition, is 
now more an economic decision. "People don't have 
the time" to volunteer as much, he laments, as fami-
lies have come to rely on more than one member 
working full time. When New Paltz and surrounding 
communities were more agrarian, emergency vol-
unteers often were leaving their fi elds to help their 
neighbors. Now, more people work farther away 
from home, and are unable to drop everything for 
that call. "It's a bedroom community," he said. "Peo-
ple just aren't around."

Volunteerism, in general, is on the wane, and 
the rigorous training necessary to become a para-
medic makes it too expensive for most people to 
perform this service for free. That isn't to say that 
volunteers aren't welcomed into the fold: a full crew 
should include one volunteer among three mem-
bers, although right now only ten of the weekly 28 
shifts have a volunteer in that third slot. Every crew 
includes one paramedic, who is always paid; as the 
certifi cation requirements and as liability concerns 
have risen, it's become an oddity for someone to 
volunteer their paramedic services. This blended 
model is eff ective, but Goodnow acknowledges that 
if a volunteer misses a shift, "there are fewer reper-
cussions." On the other hand, maintaining volunteer 
opportunities strengthens ties between the squad 
and the wider community in which it operates.

Goodnow believes the decline in volunteering is 
clear, and he's hoping that more people start focus-
ing on solutions rather than simply studying and ac-
knowledging the trends. There's a bill under consid-
eration to give considerable tax breaks to volunteer 
fi refi ghters, for example, and he'd like to see that 
expanded "across the board" to include other emer-
gency volunteers. He'd also like young people to 
get a fi rmer push to consider careers in emergency 

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Rescue Squad Chief Matthew Goodnow (on left) with team members (front to back): Matilda Rooney, Daniel 
Yancewicz, Scott Michelsen, Robert Schultes and Gavin Kissinger.
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medicine, which are among those which require a 
non-college education path.

College or not, rescue squad volunteering is a 
"good stepping stone" along a medical career path, 
believes the chief. "Many doctors and physician as-
sistants start here," he said, with two doctors at Vas-
sar and one at Mid-Hudson Regional being former 
New Paltz volunteers. SUNY students often ask to 
ride along to gain patient contact hours; they are al-
ways encouraged to expand that into volunteering: 
"it's good for them, and good for the community." 
Together with the free snacks and laundry, the tac-
tic has proven eff ective enough that both lieutenants 
are students at this time.

To make the most of those trained crew members, 
the rescue squad also has two "fl y cars," SUVs which 
can get a single person to the scene to respond while 
the ambulance is on the way, or can be taken to fol-
low an ambulance to the scene. If a patient needs 
to be transported, either the paramedic or emergen-
cy medical technician will ride along in the ambu-
lance, depending on the level of care which might be 
needed en route. The other person can then return 
to headquarters in the fl y car, to be available should 
another call come in right away.

Emergency services hub
Just a few hundred feet from the rescue squad 

building is a similar steel-frame structure; town of-
fi cials are planning on purchasing it as a new home 
for the justice court and police. The move is lauded 
for again bringing police and the court under one 
roof, but Goodnow sees other benefi ts, as well. To-
gether with plans to soon break ground on a new 
fi rehouse right next door to the proposed police and 
court building, this would create an emergency ser-
vices hub that Goodnow believes can only improve 
an already solid working relationship among the 
three agencies: village fi refi ghters, town police and 
private rescue squad. It also could strengthen an 
argument to allow a "crash gate" onto the Thruway 
directly from the rescue squad property. This re-
quest has been turned down by Thruway Authority 
offi  cials in the past, but Goodnow believes with the 
other two emergency services headquartered with-
in a few hundred feet, the argument is much more 

An emergency services 
hub could strengthen an 

argument to allow a “crash 
gate” onto the Thruway 
directly from the rescue 

squad property.

compelling. The crash gate would allow them direct 
access to the Thruway instead of getting on and off  at 
offi  cial entrances and exits.

Before, during and after an emergency
Whether the dream of a crash gate is realized or 

not, Goodnow promises that the New Paltz Res-
cue Squad will be there "before, during and after 
an emergency." "During" is the obvious part of that 
work, when a crew of trained emergency profession-
als provide medical care and transport as needed. 
What comes "after" includes follow-up calls to check 
on the patient's progress, as well as advice about 
safety and care. The chief recalled one patient who 
had a very long line hooked up to an oxygen ma-
chine; at that length the patient wasn't getting as 
much O2 as the doctor had ordered. "Before" emer-
gencies, they distribute "vials of life" to senior citi-
zens; these are containers for medication that can be 
used to both secure and manage prescriptions. Res-
cue squad members frequently are on standby for 
events ranging from parades to the county fair. They 
keep a stock of canes, crutches and other medical 
devices on hand to lend out to those in need. There 

are also regular training sessions open to communi-
ty members, such as for CPR and the administration 
of naloxone, the drug which can stop an opiate over-
dose. Scouts can also complete their fi rst-aid badges 
with rescue squad members.

The siren is a signal that one must pull over to yield 
to an emergency vehicle, but it's also a reminder that 
a considerable amount of this lifesaving work is done 
by volunteers who just want to help their neighbors. 
The siren is a call to action. Who will hear it? ++
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COUNTY | NOTES

County sets eight sites for early 
voting this fall

Ulster County’s Democratic and Republican elec-
tion commissioners have reached a compromise on 
where to locate eight early voting centers that will 
allow county residents to cast ballots up to nine days 
ahead of the Nov. 6 general election.

The deal ends a standoff  between Democratic 
Commissioner Ashley Dittus and GOP counterpart 
Tom Turco that — if it had been left unresolved — 
could have cost the county tens of thousands of dol-
lars in state funding for the sites.

The legislation, approved earlier this year in Alba-
ny, allocates $60,000 for every county to open two 
sites and provides $30,000 in funding for each ad-
ditional site. Earlier this month, Dittus went public 

with her dispute with Turco over where to locate the 
early voting centers. Dittus said she was following 
guidance from state offi  cials that call for the centers 
to be located near densely populated areas acces-
sible by public transportation. Her plan called for 
locations in Kingston, as well as the villages of Ellen-
ville, New Paltz and Saugerties. Turco, meanwhile, 
favored locations that would be easier to get to for 
county residents in outlying areas. Dittus said a ma-
jor sticking point was her proposal to locate one of 
the centers on the campus of SUNY New Paltz.

The impasse led to allegations of “voter suppres-
sion” by Democrats and a party-line committee vote 
by county lawmakers endorsing Dittus’ proposal. 
The commissioners faced a May 29 deadline to sub-
mit a proposal to the state Board of Elections or risk 
losing out on funding over and above the $60,000 
for two sites.

But, on Friday, May 24, Dittus said, she and Turco 
agreed to a fi nal list of eight sites:

• The Woodstock Community Center at 56 Rock 
City Road

• Plattekill Town Hall, 1915 Route 44-55 in Modena
• The Russell F. Brott Senior Center at 1 Town Hall 

Drive in Lake Katrine
• Redeemer Lutheran Church at 90 Route 32 in 

New Paltz
• St. Mary and St. Andrews Catholic Parish at 137 

South Main Street in Ellenville
• The Highland American Legion at 84 Grand St., 

Highland
• The Accord Fire Hall at 22 Main St., Accord
• SUNY Ulster at Kingston, 94 Mary’s Ave., Kingston
Voters will be able to cast ballots at any of the cen-

ters regardless of where they are registered in the 
county. To accommodate the new system, state fund-
ing will pay for the purchase of “ballot on demand” 
printers that can produce ballots custom-tailored for 
voters election districts. The money will also fund 
electronic poll books that will automatically update 
every few minutes to prevent fraud by people voting 
at multiple sites.

-- Jesse J. Smith
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■  Current or recent smoker
■    Physically inactive/

sedentary lifestyle

If you checked one or more 
boxes, talk to your health 

care provider about a 
heart health assessment, or 
schedule one today with an 
expert from Albany Med’s 

heart team by calling:  
(518) 262-5555.

www.amc.edu/heart

more than

30% 
   of people

suffer 
a heart 
attack,
before learning they  
have a heart condition.

The right choice 
for your heart.

➔

I✔

Weekend

June 15th-16th
Ulster County Fairgrounds
New Paltz, NY

JOIN US FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND!
FREE SAMPLING ALL DAY LONG! 85+ VENDORS, WINERIES, 

BREWERIES, DISTILLERIES AND SO MUCH MORE! 

BRING THE FAMILY! KIDS AGES 10 AND UNDER ARE FREE! 

PURCHASE TICKETS AT: www.hvwineandchocolate.com

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner
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If you care for someone with Alzheimer’s disease, memory loss or dementia, 
you are not alone. The Alzheimer’s Association offers free support, resources 
and educational programs in your local community.

Caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia isn’t easy.

REACHING US IS.

CALL OUR 24/7 HELPLINE
800.272.3900 or visit alz.org

Supported by the NYS Department of Health

Hey, Guys, Want to Live Longer?

By Gerry Harrington
HealthAlliance Hospitals

Do you know the greatest threats to men’s 
health? 

The list is surprisingly short.
The top causes of death among men in the 

United States are:
• Heart disease
• Cancer
• Unintentional injuries
• Chronic lower respiratory disease
• Stroke.

Just five things, the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention says.

If you’re a man, are you doing anything to 
help yourself lower your risk of being hit by 
one or more of these killers?

If yes, congratulations! You’re among the top 
6%.

But if you’re like most men, you likely still have 
at least two unhealthy habits, even though you 
know they’re shown to kill us.

Those habits typically include having a poor 
diet, smoking cigarettes, drinking alcohol to 
excess, not truly exercising — like three hours 
of moderate-to-strenuous exercise a week — or 
not regularly getting the right amount of sleep.

Do any of them sound familiar?
If you have three or more of those unhealthy 

habits, the CDC considers you “unhealthy.”
But the good news is, it doesn’t take much to 

shift from “unhealthy” to “healthy.”
If your health were a ladder — like the one you 

didn’t want to climb to clean out your gutters — 
you can move up one rung by changing just one 
unhealthy behavior.

That one rung — that one change — could 
be eating a few handfuls of fresh fruit a day. A 
second rung would be getting seven to eight 
hours of sleep a night.

You know all this.
But knowing it and doing something about it 

are two totally different things.
The truth is that 70% of men’s chronic health 

conditions are caused by an unhealthy lifestyle. 
That means that 70% of men’s chronic health 
conditions can be improved by changing to a 
healthy lifestyle.

This means quitting smoking, eating better, 
maintaining a healthy weight, increasing your 
exercise, limiting your alcohol and managing 
stress. It even means buckling your seat belt 
when you drive.

And for cryin’ out loud, stop avoiding the 
doctor! You’re not less of a man for going. You’ll 
be surprised what you can learn long before 
something is seriously wrong with you.

Your doctor can actually be your best ally 
for preventing health problems. This includes 
mental health problems as well as physical.

But you gotta man up and do it.

In an emergency, call 911. The emergency  

department is at HealthAlliance Hospital:  

Broadway Campus, 396 Broadway in Kingston.  

For more, call 845-331-3131 or visit hahv.org.

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

V
Get Well & Stay Well with 

Most Insurances Accepted!

845.255.2398
231 Main St.

www.Nutrition-wise.com

Men, Hit Below the Belt?
 

Every First Tuesday 
of the month at 4:30 PM
Prostate Cancer 101

Convenes at 
Hurley Reformed Church, Hurley

Meet with our survivor support group,
Be educated and encouraged

Discuss your options
Make an informed decision

www.prostatecancer101.org 
Call: (845) 331-7241, 

(845) 419-5128

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

     Community health
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Pride March & Festival
(Continued from page 1) 

Shooting in New Paltz
(Continued from page 1) 

The location is about halfway between Saugerties — 
home of the son — and Salisbury Mills, where the fa-
ther lived. The shooting took place with both outside 
their vehicles, and Snyder said that it was “apparent-
ly a very quick incident,” with the younger Kaartine 
leaving in his red Camaro after shooting his father 
with a handgun which Jeremy legally owned. One 
or more people called 911, and Snyder commended 
members of the public for that quick action, as well 
as remaining on the scene to be interviewed. The 
fi rst responding offi  cers administered CPR to the el-
der Kaartine, who was unresponsive when they ar-
rived; he was pronounced dead upon arrival at an 
area hospital.

Carlos Linares, who lives in an apartment neigh-
boring the Plaza Diner, was loading his car in the 
driveway when he heard four to fi ve shots being 
fi red from the diner parking lot. “I lived through the 
civil war in El Salvador for ten years, so I know what 
gunshots sound like,” said the 30-year New Paltz 
resident, “then I heard a car speed away. I could also 
see what appeared to be a white male on the ground. 
The EMTs were trying to do CPR on him.”

Linares said that it was sadly ironic because just 
the day before he and his son had been talking about 
how “safe it is to live in New Paltz. Then I hear these 
shots. It was very weird.”

Following the incident, an Ulster County sher-
iff ’s deputy spotted a red Camaro going very fast 
on the Thruway and attempted to pull the car over 
once Kaartine got off  at exit 20 and headed north 
on Route 32. Saugerties police assisted the deputy, 
and the chase ended in a crash. Jeremy Kaartine was 
already dead by gunshot when offi  cers reached him, 
but it’s not clear whether he shot himself before or 
after he crashed.

No recent domestic or other incidents have come 
up for either man, Snyder said, but a more thorough 
investigation is already underway. Both men had Face-
book accounts, but Andrew hadn’t made a public post 
this year, and his son Jeremy hadn’t since 2013, when 
his posts focused largely on affi  rmations and boxing.

A hastily-convened press conference at New Paltz 
police headquarters last Saturday included repre-
sentatives of several involved agencies: Captain Mike 
Drake of the state police, chief assistant district at-
torney Mike Kavanagh, Saugerties police chief Joe 
Sinagra and Ulster County sheriff  Juan Figueroa. 
SUNY New Paltz police offi  cers also assisted. ++

they swung around the turn onto Plattekill Avenue.
The activist brass band Tin Horn Uprising set the 

pace, with staff  and volunteers from Kingston’s Hud-
son Valley LGBTQ Community Center, who organize 
the parade each year, stepping close behind. The 
event’s municipal hosts, including New Paltz Mayor 
Tim Rogers and Deputy Mayor KT Tobin, carried the 
Village of New Paltz banner, followed by State Sena-
tor Jen Metzger. Representatives of every imagin-
able remotely-LGBTQ-related activist organization 
in the region followed in their wake, including the 
Gay/Straight Alliances, Human Rights Clubs, GLSEN 
and PFLAG groups from various local high schools 
and middle schools; Rondout Valley brought its own 
marching band. At least half a dozen church congre-
gations marched, proudly proclaiming their inclu-
sivity. Roller derby skaters and young hula-hoopers 
added their moves to the festive atmosphere.

An open car bore this year’s two grand marshals 

for the parade, one holding a rainbow umbrella just 
in case. Veteran civil rights activist Denise Oliver-
Velez is known for having brought women into the 
leadership of the Young Lords in the 1960s, for co-
founding the fi rst minority-controlled Pacifi ca radio 
station, WPFW, and for her time at the helm of the 
Black Filmmakers’ Foundation; more recently she 
has taught Anthropology and Women’s Studies at 
SUNY New Paltz and been a contributing editor at 
the Daily Kos. Orange County community organizer 
Rae Leiner is co-founder/co-director of the New-
burgh LGBTQ+ Center.

It was no coincidence that women of color were 
spotlighted at this year’s event, whose theme, Look-
ing Back, Marching Forward, was chosen to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall 
uprising in New York City that propelled gay rights 
to the forefront of public consciousness in 1969. Ac-
cording to Hudson Valley LGBTQ Community Center 
executive director Jeff  Rindler, “History has rewrit-
ten what really happened back then, to make it look 
like it was all about gay white males. We wanted to 
represent and honor the trans women of color who 
truly started the Stonewall Riots.” It’s a continuation 
of the theme of intersectionality among marginal-
ized social groups that the March and Festival’s orga-
nizers began emphasizing last year.

Rindler seemed delighted with the large and di-
verse turnout, which looked to be in the thousands 
again for 2019. “It’s another record-breaking year 
with the crowd,” he said. Asked to refl ect on the 
pace of social change since last year’s event, which 
included plenty of congressional candidates in the 
March and places to register to vote at the Festival, 
he cited some signifi cant breakthroughs made pos-
sible by the election of a Democratic majority in the 
State Senate for the fi rst time in many years. “One 
of the fi rst things that our governor did was pass 
GENDA [the Gender Expression Non-Discrimination 
Act], as well as banning the barbaric practice of con-
version therapy in New York State,” Rindler noted. 
“That happened right after the midterm – within a 
week. They would never even bring it forward be-
fore that; it was dead in the water. They waited for a 
change in leadership.”

GENDA added gender identity and gender expres-
sion to the state’s human rights and hate crimes 
laws as protected classes; banned discrimination in 
employment, housing and public accommodations 
based on gender identity and gender expression; 
and provided enhanced penalties for bias-motivated 
crimes. First introduced in 2003, the bill passed the 
Assembly every year from 2008 to 2019, but did not 
receive a fl oor vote in the State Senate until January 
2019.

That victory doesn’t mean that the movement’s 
battles are all won, of course. That’s where the 
Marching Forward part of this year’s slogan comes 
in: “We’re still having to fi ght to maintain the rights 
that we have won over the past 50 years.” ++

LAUREN THOMAS

Rosendale resident Luci Aprilwine Windsong-Rain marches in the New Paltz Pride Parade last Sunday afternoon.

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com



June 14, 2012  •  17  June 6, 2019 • 17  New Paltz Times 

New playground
(Continued from page 1) 

as a starting point from information he’d gathered. 
His basic pitch was to replace the existing facility — 
for which Leathers was also the consultant — with a 
similar castle-style structure that’s been updated to 
comply with modern codes, building materials and 
play technology. Hoden was especially interested in 
getting feedback from his most important stakehold-
ers, children, but he confi rmed that “adults get a say, 
too,” in this process. In person and online, adults 
made sure of that.

The new playground will be paid for thanks to the 
recreation fee paid for by the Zero Place project. The 
initial proposal sticks to about the same footprint, al-
though it’s adjusted to compensate for the growth of 
nearby trees, and uses the same castle motif. Instead 
of pressure-treated lumber — which is a source of 
both toxicity concerns and some pretty fi erce splin-
ters in the current playground — the new design is 
based on structural plastic lumber, a material made 
from recycled milk jugs which mimics the appear-
ance and strength of wood without those other con-
cerns. Other diff erences would make the new play-
ground compliant with modern safety standards and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, which has been 
amended since the original playground was built 
around 1995.

In presenting this initial design, Hoden stressed 
that feedback from community members would 
be taken into account during the process. What he 
presented he called a “preliminary schematic” with 
which to solicit that feedback. He spoke about op-
tions to further customize the design, such as a rel-
evant theme or having local artists paint features. 
for it. Parents present seemed to like the idea of in-
cluding agriculture or history in some way, and New 
Paltz has any number of talented artists whose work 
might be included. The use of structural plastic lum-
ber opens the door to new ranges of pigment, from 
a “riot of color” to making the new playground as 
brown as the current one.

Plastic was the source of some concern and con-
versation online. Some are relieved that pressure-
treated lumber isn’t the preferred option, or just 
that splinters would no longer be a risk. Others have 
displayed a strong aversion to plastic, or had ques-
tions about recycling of these plastic boards. The 
material itself is made from recycled milk jugs (the 
exact number, which could exceed a million, could 
be displayed on a plaque, Hoden said) extruded with 
fi berglass to add tensile strength. Mayor Tim Rogers 
brought those concerns up with Hoden, who agreed 
to start by looking into whether the waste from build-
ing this new playground will be recycled. Pressure-
treated lumber can’t be burned or recycled, but it’s 
not beyond the pale that someone could fi nd a use 
for the old boards. Many pieces of the fence carry 
plaques acknowledging contributions to pay for the 
old playground, and there is a clear desire to have 
the opportunity to preserve those. As for what will 
be done with the plastic used in making this play-
ground, once it exceeds its useful life of 50 years, 
won’t be known for a very long time. The “useful 
life” of government structures is often exceeded; 
the current playground should have lasted 15 years 
but has been largely kept intact by public works em-
ployees well beyond that time. The mayor also asked 
about wood. New pressure-treated wood has been 
reformulated, Hoden explained; it’s less toxic and 
also begins life a bright yellow-green which mellows 
over time. It also has a much shorter useful life than 
structural plastic lumber. However, wood quality is 
declining with demand, and Hoden expects many 
of the boards would bow unacceptably and need 
replacement. He didn’t immediately know what the 
price diff erence might be.

Wendy Bettez and Ian Chien, both age fi ve-and-
a-half, were not at all concerned about what was 
essentially a paper-versus-plastic debate. They had 
prepared plans of their own on loose-leaf paper, 
which they were pleased to share with Hoden. They 
included a secret passage and “the highest slide in 
the world.” Hoden reviewed their plans with serious 
intensity, and then took Chien and Bettez on a tour 
of his ideas. Like the old one, the new playground 
will have sections intended for older or younger 

kids, with tots the size of these two straddling that 
line. Hoden pointed on his drawing to features like 
the twisty tube slide, castle maze, balance beams, 
cradle neck, wobble bridge, moving rock wall, wavy 
monkey bars, see-saw, telephone boxes, and fi re 
pole. He also pointed out the centrally-located sand-
box and small area of covered seating.

One message parents made loud and clear is that 
more shade is needed, in the play areas and for 
waiting adults. While seating for adults needs more 
shade, it’s also important that parents can see their 
children at all times. There was also a preference 
that all entrances to the playground be gated to keep 
the littlest ones inside, but not everyone saw a bene-
fi t to a clear barrier between the two “lots” with play 
features aimed at fi ve and under or fi ve-to-12-year-
olds, respectively. One parent at Village Hall said it 
“completely misses the point about kid movement” 
to separate the sections, and others agreed, adding 
that restricting movement between the two portions 
was more an inconvenience to adults. “Kids never 
think like that,” said another.

Dennis Young, who has spearheaded this project 
his entire time in offi  ce as a trustee, leaves the board 
on a high note as this project is being kicked off . 
One thing Young has pushed for all along is inclusive 
play features that can be used by children of all abil-

An initial design for the new Hasbrouck Park playground in New Paltz.

ity levels. Those are not inexpensive, and when he 
learned from Hodes that the Leathers proposal was 
going to be about $50,000 under budget he imme-
diately started looking for more inclusive options. 
Low rings are in this design, but Hoden suggested a 
zero-barrier merry-go-round to go with the existing 
spinner, or a wheelchair accessible slide, “we-saw,” 
or low-stimulation spaces designed with respect to 
those in the autism spectrum.

Keeping the sandbox in a quiet corner like it is 
now might provide some of that last benefi t. Some 
parents spoke about how its location now makes it 
ideal for quiet play, which might be preferred. Oth-
ers like it being out of the way because it makes it 
easier to avoid if a parent decides today’s not a good 
day for sand play. Another idea raised was to allow 
for more imaginative play. The train in the Huguenot 
playground was held up as an example; Hoden’s sug-
gestion of a tractor got positive reaction, especially 
after he added that the wheels would use real tractor 
tires.

From here, Hoden will refi ne designs, and an all-
out campaign will be launched to conscript volunteers 
for every aspect of the process. Much of that volunteer 
time will be during the build itself, which is expected to 
take about a week. Dates for the project will be deter-
mined once the design is fi nalized. ++

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

— Reserve Now For —
FATHER’S DAY!
Brunch 11am - 3pm • Dinner 4 - 7pm

~ Reservations Essential ~

Our screened porches & patio are  OPEN!
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Schools Student events, profi les & sports

Ilia Klimenchenko

by Dayna Thomas

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School senior Ilia Kli-
menchenko is best known for his musical 
talents on both piano and cello. Along with 
his talents in the music fi eld, Klimenchen-

ko is an active member of the community and work-
ing to make his hometown into a greener place. 

At the age of fi ve, Klimenchenko began his inter-
est in music by playing the piano. Shortly after, in 
third grade as a part of Waldorf education, he was 
required to play a string instrument of his choice.

“I ended up picking cello because it has the nicest 
sound,” says Klimenchenko. “It sounds most like the 
human voice, which I was really drawn to.” 

Although it has been challenging for Klimenchen-
ko to fi nd time to play after leaving Mountain Laurel, 
he has participated in a variety of diff erent orches-
tras in order to continue to perform and refi ne his 
skills. Along with an orchestra at SUNY New Paltz, 
Klimenchenko has been participating in a high 
school orchestra facilitated by his music director at 
Mountain Laurel, Steve Bernstein.  

“I think it’s the emotional part that really draws 
me to it,” says Klimenchenko wholeheartedly. “It’s 
always been a way for me to unwind after a long 
day.” 

This past summer, Klimenchenko participated 
in a two-week orchestra program at Bard College 
with exchange students from China. With little to no 
knowledge of each other’s languages, Klimenchenko 
and the students were only able to communicate 
through the language of music. 

“It was a really tough experience,” notes Kli-
menchenko, “The cultures and the languages were 
totally diff erent, and even though we were still in the 
U.S., I felt really out of place.”

In addition to cultural diff erences, Klimenchenko 
was practicing and performing music of an extreme-
ly high caliber, which added to the diffi  culty of the 
program. Despite this, Klimenchenko was able to 
not only perform with the orchestra at Bard, but also 
collaborate with a group of the exchange students to 
practice and perform their own arrangements. 

“That was the fi rst time I really felt like I was mak-
ing a connection with them,” said Klimenchenko 
with a smile, “It was defi nitely the music that con-
nected us.”

Watching Klimenchenko perform now, it is hard to 
imagine that he was once terrifi ed to play in front of 
an audience, but growing up he had diffi  cultly when 
it came time to take the stage.

“I would prepare music for months, and then the 
time would come and I would be so nervous and 
shaking that often I would mess it all up,” refl ects 
Klimenchenko. “I still get nervous now, but I’ve defi -
nitely gotten a lot better.” 

Throughout his time as a musician, Klimenchenko 
notes that it’s the consistency of performing and 
playing more often that has led him to be more com-
fortable on stage. 

This upcoming fall, Klimenchenko will be mov-
ing to San Francisco to pursue his interests in music 
at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. There 
he will study Technology and Music Composition, a 
somewhat new and up-and-coming major that is in 
high demand. 

“For my whole life, I’ve been doing almost totally 
performance-based music: classical piano and classi-
cal cello,” says Klimenchenko. “I’m not quite exactly 
sure what inspired me to change it, but I decided I 
wanted to focus more on the compositional aspect 
of music.”

Klimenchenko is inspired by Hans Zimmer, a fi lm 
composer known for his work in combining tradi-
tional orchestras and electronic music. This being a 

combination of both Klimenchenko’s interests. 
“I want to be able to give the feeling that music 

gives me to other people,” says Klimenchenko. “I 
know that by composing I can do that.”

In addition to his musical interests, Klimenchenko 
loves to take advantage of all the beautiful nature 
that surrounds New Paltz. As he will be moving away 
to California, Klimenchenko notes that he will really 
miss some of his favorite hiking and swimming spots 
in the area.  

“I really enjoyed this area growing up,” says Kli-
menchenko smiling, “I’m kind of nervous about go-
ing to California. I’m really rooted here and it’s going 
to be a big change.”

In school, Klimenchenko has been working on his 
PIGLETS fi nal project, a Green Business Challenge, 
which encourages local restaurants to be more en-
vironmentally friendly. Klimenchenko’s group, with 
help from New Paltz Climate Smart coordinator 
Janelle Peotter, have been contacting business in the 
New Paltz area in hopes of getting them on board 
with their requirements.

“We are having them complete a checklist of tasks 
that are safe for the environment, for example: do-
nating extra food, not using plastic straws and only 
giving water when it’s asked for,” says Klimenchen-
ko. “When they complete fi ve of those, they can get a 
green business certifi cation from the town.” 

Although Klimenchenko and his group are near-
ing the end of their projects, they are hoping that 
this process can be carried out by PIGLETS classes 
in the future with hopes of working towards a more 
sustainable restaurant business in New Paltz, as well 
as encouraging other surrounding areas to do the 
same.  

In the future, Klimenchenko is really looking for-
ward to continuing to play piano and cello and hav-
ing some of his compositions played by live orches-
tras, as well as exploring the new city that he will 
call his home. Klimenchenko is looking forward to 
bringing happiness to others, whether it be through 
music or helping out the community.

“Everything that I do I want to in some way be 
doing it for someone else,” says Klimenchenko. “It 
makes me happy when I am able to make others 
happy.”++

Ulster BOCES students secured fi ve 
fi rst place fi nishes at State SkillsUSA 
Competition

Twenty-seven Ulster BOCES Career & Technical 
Center students competed in timed trade, leader-
ship and community service contests during the 
2019 SkillsUSA State Conference, held in Syracuse 
this spring.

Five students came in fi rst place in their trade 
and community services categories and two came 
in third. Locally, Giulia Danisi, a Fashion Design stu-
dent from New Paltz Central School District, placed 
fi rst in the Community Service category.

Camrine Olejniczak, a TOP student from the New 
Paltz Central School District, placed third in the New 
York State Banner category.

Ilia Klimenchenko.

Giulia Danisi, a Fashion Design student from New Paltz 
Central School District, placed first in the Community 
Service category.
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by Erin Quinn

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School seniors signed 
their letters of intent to participate in the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) at their respective sports and col-

leges this coming fall. There were two large tables 
decorated with maroon-and-white New Paltz logos 
and draperies as backdrops for this prestigious cer-
emony, where students were called up one by one, 
their sport and college named and then photos tak-
en of them signing, alone and with their families, 
friends and fellow teammates.

Among this group included Leo Kuyl, state swim-
ming champion in the 100-yard freestyle, who not 
only signed with the Division I school Bucknell, but 
also received a banner that will be hung in the gym-
nasium recognizing his state title. Kuyl was joined by 
fellow teammates Sean Geisler and Tadeusz Trzewik-
Quinn, who have both signed to swim at Connecticut 
College, and Abigail Santos, who will go on to swim 

at Nazareth College along with her sister, Kaela San-
tos. This adds to a long list of New Paltz swimmers 
who have gone all the way to Olympic trials and be-
yond, without their school district having a pool.

The swimmers were fl anked by NPHS lacrosse 
players Blaise Driscoll, who will play for Lander Uni-
versity, and Brett Fischer, who will play for SUNY 
Delhi. Then there were the ballers: Samuel Marshall 
and Isabella Santos, who will be hitting the books 
and the hoops for Sarah Lawrence College and 
Hunter College, respectively. Anna McDuffi  e will 
bring her fancy footwork on the soccer fi eld to SUNY 
Plattsburgh, and Keira Coulard-Smith will both swim 
and pole vault for Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
Adding a little more sporty spice to the mix was 
Alexandra Cymbal, who has committed to playing 
golf at Union College, and had to leave for the state 
championships at Cornell University right after the 
signing. Casey Burke and Axel Rodriguez will play 
basketball at SUNY Plattsburgh.

There were photos and food and laughter, and 
most of all, celebration of these kids who not only 
have to achieve the highest standards in their respec-
tive sports even to be considered to play in college, 
but also their academics. Time management is criti-
cal for the student athlete, and becomes even more 
so as they leave home and their academic and athlet-
ic stakes rise to a new level. According to the NCAA, 
there are only 347 Division I schools, 309 Division II 
schools and 442 Division III schools.

“These kids work hard all day in class and com-
mit their free time to support the school athletic pro-
gram while aspiring to achieve personal goals. It’s 
not always an easy task to juggle academics and ex-
tracurricular activities,” said Jennifer Geisler, whose 
son Sean will be swimming and studying at Connect-
icut College for the Camels this fall. She echoed the 
sentiments of so many who turned out to support 
their athlete: “I’m so proud of all the student ath-
letes, and I was thrilled to have my son recognized 
for his accomplishments among his peers and fam-
ily. Hard work pays off , and this event was a perfect 
opportunity to document this exciting time in their 

lives. I think the kids felt just as special as the parents 
that were able to attend the event. It was a great cel-
ebration; many thanks to all that contributed to this 
special day.”

This is a far cry from the backroom signings that 
happened, with little to no fanfare or recognition, 
for only Division I-bound athletes who were receiv-
ing scholarship money. Several people point to the 
combined eff orts and vision of New Paltz Athletic 
Association (NPAA) members Joanne Metzger and 
Tanya Santos, along with the high school’s new ath-
letic director, Greg Warren, as being responsible for 
helping to bring these New Paltz athletes into the 
light. “They were instrumental in making this event 
happen,” said Teresa Thompson, a New Paltz School 
Board member and an Athletic Association member. 
“They deserve a ton of credit for working on this and 

making it happen.”
“In working with the New Paltz Athletic Associa-

tion, we decided that this was an important thing to 
recognize: honoring our seniors who are going on 
to commit to being both students and athletes at the 
college level.” Warren noted that some schools fol-
low the NCAA “offi  cial” signing days for Division I, 
II and III, but that in New Paltz’s case, they wanted 
everyone to be together. “We wanted to be all-inclu-
sive, and I think as a district, it’s incredible that we 
have students who are going on to play at all three 
divisions. It’s not an easy thing to leave for college 
and prepare for that academic load and then to have 
an athletic commitment on top of it.” Warren noted 
that the NPAA was able to get the backdrops and 
skirting with the New Paltz logo on it last year, but 
not in time to do the signing event until the summer. 
“This year we were excited to do it within the school 
year and before graduation.”

Tanya Santos of the NPAA, now the mother of two 
college swimmers who have come through NPHS, 
said, “Working with Greg Warren makes it really 
easy and exciting to do these types of things,” adding 
that, in her estimation, it is important for “everyone 
to see what these kids have accomplished. I want all 
of their teammates to see them honored and hope-
fully to get inspired to want to compete in college. I 
know as a parent that after watching my children for 
14 years work at, commit to and excel at a sport, you 
want to celebrate its continuation. It’s not an ending, 
but just the beginning of a whole new chapter.”

She said that the NPAA has plans to improve the 
ceremony each year. “This year we had it before 
graduation, in the auditorium, and it was great; but 
we’re learning as we go. I want to see more faculty, 
administrators, school board members come to the 
signings, and teammates as well. It was so wonder-
ful to see the lacrosse team there to support their 
friends. We didn’t think to invite the teammates, be-
cause it was during school; but next year, I’d like to 
see us do that!”

Another point that a coach brought up is how hard 
it is for these students to balance the level of commit-
ment it takes to not only get accepted to these vari-
ous colleges, but also to land on a roster and in some 
cases have their athletic prowess merit them fi nan-
cial and/or academic scholarships. After some bagels 
and fruit and photo fanfare, it was back to class for 
these eleven college-bound student athletes! ++

PHOTOS BY ERIN QUINN

Seated: Brett Fischer (SUNY Delhi, lacrosse), Sammy Marshall (Sarah Lawrence College, basketball), Sean Geisler 
(Connecticut College, swimming), Blaise Driscoll (Lander University, lacrosse). Standing: New Paltz Athletic Director 
Gregory Warren, Anna McDuff ie (SUNY Plattsburgh, soccer), Abbie Santos (Nazareth College, swimming), Bella Santos 
(Hunter College, basketball), Tadeusz Trzewik-Quinn (Connecticut College, swimming), Leo Kuyl (Bucknell University, 
swimming), Alexandra Cymbal (Union College, golf), Keira Coulard-Smith (Worcester Polytechnic Institute, swimming 
& track/field) and New Paltz High School principal Barbara Clinton. Casey Burke and Axel Rodriguez,not pictured, will 
play basketball at SUNY Plattsburgh.

Signing on
New Paltz High School seniors sign with NCAA college sports programs

State swim champion Leo Kuyl gets a banner that will 
hang in the school’s auditorium -- a new tradition.

 “We wanted to be
all-inclusive, and I think as 

a district, it’s incredible that 
we have students who are 

going on to play at all three 
divisions,” said athletic 
director Greg Warren.
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Mountain Laurel Waldorf seventh graders 
fi nish in top 20 in Global STEAM competition

T
HE MOUNTAIN LAUREL Waldorf School (MLWS) in New Paltz has announced its New 
York State champions in Destination Imagination advanced to the Global Finals and 
placed 14th in the world in their category and age group.  This world-wide competition 
was held in Kansas City, Missouri from May 22-25.  Destination Imagination is an extra-

curricular educational program that helps students learn valuable skills like creative and critical 
thinking, problem solving and teamwork through diff erent STEAM-based (science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics) challenges.  

The four-person team (in their second year participating in this event) included Beckett Evans, 
Charlotte Hjeltnes, Ana Kirsch and Trey Nitza.  The team competed in the ‘Technical Challenge 
Category’ where they assembled, modifi ed and learned to fl y a drone, fi gured out how to precisely 
drop engineered payloads while in fl ight, tell an aspirational story with wit and humor, feature dif-
ferent musical scores and build elaborate props and costumes.  They started late last year, worked 
after school and on weekends, kept learning, creating, innovating and improving through the 
regional, state of New York levels and then at the Global Finals.  

The team, taking the mathematically inspired team name of “a^2 + b^2 = c^2” took full advan-
tage of their opportunity to present their solution at the Global Finals.  They also met other teams 
from diff erent states, countries and cultures over several days of competition, workshops and 
ceremonies.  

Judy Jaeckel, lead administrator for MLWS said, “We are very proud of this team.  They enthu-
siastically represented some of the best that the New Paltz community and our school has to off er 
the world.  We can’t wait to see what these students do next year as eighth grade leaders at our 
school with this type of problem solving and multicultural experience under their belt!”

L-R (all 7th graders at MLWS):  Beckett Evans, Charlotte Hjeltnes, Trey Nitza and Ana Kirsch.

New Paltz Challenge
on Father’s Day,
Sunday, June 16

T
HE NEW PALTZ Regional Chamber of Com-
merce will present its tenth annual New 
Paltz Challenge on Father’s Day, Sunday, 
June 16.

Choose from a half-marathon, family 5K and/or 
kid’s one-mile run. The half-marathon is a brewery 
to brewery race, beginning and ending at the Clem-
son Bros. Brewery at the Gilded Otter, that features 
challenging running along the Wallkill Valley Rail 
Trail south through the Yard Owl Brewery, and of-
fers runners a bucolic New Paltz landscape with 
sweeping views of the Shawangunk Ridge, the Town 
of Gardiner, farms, the Wallkill River and Historic 
Huguenot Street.

The 5K runs along Historic Huguenot Street and 
the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail. This race is a combina-
tion of trail and road race.

The race starting time is 7:30 a.m. for the half mar-
athon, 8 a.m. for the 5K. This kids one-mile fun run 
will be after the awards ceremony at 10 a.m. The rac-
es start at the Clemson Bros. Brewery at the Gilded 
Otter parking lot.

The half-marathon and 5K feature chip timing. All 
races have water stops, fi rst place in age group priz-
es and post-race refreshments. All half-marathon 
fi nishers will receive medals or other commemo-
rative memento. The half-marathon will be timed 
in fi ve-year age groups. Online registration closes 
on Wednesday, June 12 and will be capped at 600. 
Same-day registration will be $60.

The 5K will be timed in ten-year age groups. Online 
registration closes on Wednesday, June 12. Same-day 
registration will be $30.

Children ages 5-13 can participate in a fun one-mile 
out and back run on the rail trail after the awards 
ceremony around 10 a.m. Race-day registration will 
be $15.

Proceeds will benefi t the New Paltz Regional 
Chamber of Commerce and its community projects. 

Additional race information can be found at www.
newpaltzchallenge.com.

State Tennis

New Paltz's Noah Kalus and Isaac Cheruiyot, the 
three-time MHAL doubles champions and third-
place fi nishers in Section 9, went 1-2 at the State 
Tournament in Flushing this past week. The duo 
dropped a 6-1, 6-3 decision to number fi ve seed Lo-
gan Figel and Stephen Gershfi eld of Hewlitt in the 
Round of 32, then beat Cody Jacobs and Mason Spot-
tek of Susquehannah Valley 6-2, 6-3 in the consola-
tion fi rst round, before falling to Brighton's Rahul 
Ravi and Thomas Xue 6-1, 6-7 (7-5), 10-4 in the conso-
lation quarterfi nals.

Both are seniors and end their careers with those 
three MHAL titles.

-- Rich Corozine

State Track Qualifi er

Both New Paltz and Highland came up empty-
handed in this past Friday's State Qualifi er in Mid-
dletown, despite New Paltz having three Section 9 

champions. But moving up to Division 1 had its prob-
lems for the Huguenots, as Javaughn Gooden, the 
boys 400 hurdles Section champion, didn't place in 
the Qualifi er and fi nished third in the boys 110 hur-
dles in 15.22.

Logan Linares, the Section 9 champion in the boys 
3000 steeplechase, also fi nished third in the Quali-
fi er in 10:20.44. And Noah Brown, second in the Sec-
tion 9 boys pole vault, fi nished third at the Qualifi er 
with a career-best 12-6.

New Paltz's other Section 9 champion, Keira Cou-
lard-Smith, didn't qualify in the girls pole vault.

For Highland in Division 2, Danielle Quirk-Hall 
fi nished second in the girls 200 in 26.42, but did 
not qualify for States. And the 4 x 100 relay team of 

Joe Artensen, Tim Petty, Rashad Andeson and Mike 
Champagne fi nished third in 46.25, but also did not 
qualify.

-- Rich Corozine

Kingston Stockade

The Kingston Stockade Football Club ran their 
record to 3-1-2 with a 1-0 win over Hartford City on 
Monday and then a 1-1 draw with the Brooklyn Ital-
ians on Thursday. Against Hartford, it was Alfonso 
Pineiro with a goal in the 22nd minute on a pass 
from Scorr Zobre, with Jared Mazzola making eight 
saves in goal. And against Brooklyn, it was a goal by 
Danilo Markovic in the 90th minute to tie it (assist 
Juan Parada off  a corner kick), with Mazzola with 
nine saves.

The Stockade, coached by Highland and SUNY New 
Paltz one-time great Jamal Lis-Simmons, is at the New 
York Athletic Club this Friday, June 7 at 6 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

State boys/girls golf

In the State opening round girls golf tournament in 
Rochester, New Paltz's Alex Cymbal -- runner-up to 
Rondout's Amber Pennington in Section 9 -- carded 
a 20-over-par 92 for 48th place going into the second 
round. Teammate Aracely Watson shot a 104 to tie 
for 81st place. Pennington shot an 82 for 14th place.

-- Rich Corozine
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Section 9 softball and 
baseball: New Paltz -- 
over and out
by Rich Corozine

W
HAT STARTED OUT as a dream season 
with freshman Alex Frenza throwing 
a 19-strike out no-hitter against Sau-
gerties in New Paltz softball's -- and 

Frenza's -- fi rst game, turned to smoke last Thursday 
against the very same Sawyers, as the Huguenots 
dropped a lackluster 4-1 decision, eliminating them 
from the Section 9 Tournament. The loss for the 
number two seed Huguenots ended the possibility 
of a meeting with number one seed -- and arguably 
the best team in Section 9 -- Minisink Valley...but, 
hey, that's the breaks of the game. And in that re-
spect, New Paltz squandered all of theirs, with some 
dicey defense dooming them early on.

Saugerties' clean-up hitter (and pitcher) Devin 
Fitzpatrick caught a high fastball from Frenza to 
open the second inning and lined a double to the 
centerfi eld fence -- just under the glove of a lung-
ing Lizzy Byers in center. Erin Ricks then bunted 
to move Fitzgerald over to third, but Frenza gloved 
it cleanly, hesitated for a split-second and threw to 
shortstop Anna McDuffi  e covering third base, who 
dropped the throw on the tag (the runner was called 
out). Ricks stole second and it was runners on sec-
ond and third and no out. Natalya Knoth, who threw 
out Saugerties Bailey Collins (who had walked) try-
ing to steal second in the top of the fi rst inning, this 
time tried to nail Fitzpatrick on a pick-off  at third, 
her throw bouncing in the dirt and dribbling beyond 
third baseman Kate Bennett, scoring Fitzpatrick 
with the game's fi rst run. Frenza stiff ened, striking 
out the next three hitters to end the inning.

The Sawyers made it 2-0 in the top of the third in-

ning, as number nine hitter Savannah Sirico drew a 
walk from Frenza. Sirico then stole second and Mad-
dy Dodig and Bailey Collins both bunted for base 
hits, loading the bases with none out. Frenza then 
walked Chris Collins to force in a run...and the New 
Paltz season looked about to end rather ignomini-
ously. But Frenza dug deep once again and struck 
out the next two hitters and got the third out on a 
fl y-ball to Byers.

New Paltz battled back in the bottom half of the in-
ning, as Taylor Hill drew a leadoff  walk and stole sec-
ond as Frenza fanned. Mena Bonagura singled into 
leftfi eld, with Hill moving to third and scoring on 
McDuffi  e's RBI single to deep short. Bonagura tried to 
get to third on the hit, but was out at third base: fi rst 
baseman Sam Larsen-to-McKenna Albers. It was 2-1 af-
ter three innings...and New Paltz was very much alive.

The next three innings was a pastiche of missed op-
portunities for both teams, but especially for Saugerties 
in the sixth: Ricks opened with a walk, but Knoth 
nailed her trying to steal second -- the freshman catch-
er's third "caught-stealing" of the game. Then Larsen 
doubled over Byers' head to the fence in centerfi eld 
and moved to third on a wild pitch, as Frenza fanned 
Nicole VanVoorhis. Albers drew a walk, but Frenza got 
Sirico on a pop-up to Byers to end the inning.

New Paltz threatened in each on those innings, 
as Abbi Finch reached on an error at third base to 
open the fourth inning. Byers was then robbed of an 
extra-base hit (and the game-tying RBI) on a leaping 
grab by Chris Collins in centerfi eld. Fitzpatrick then 
fanned Jordan Giancola and got Bennett on a pop-
up to second to get out of the inning. In the fi fth, 
Frenza singled to rightfi eld with one out, moved to 
second on a Bonagura ground out, but was stranded 
at second when McDuffi  e fl ied out to rightfi eld. The 
bottom of the sixth brought the most dramatic (and 
controversial) play of the game, as Byers singled to 
rightfi eld with two out, moved to second on a wild 
pitch and tried to score on Giancola's liner into right-
centerfi eld. The relay from Bailey Collins in right-

to- Larsen at fi rst-to-Sirico at the plate beat Byers, 
but the New Paltz centerfi elder dove over the swipe 
tag and touched the plate for what seemed like -- or 
should have been -- the tying run...but...but...Byers 
was called out by the home-plate umpire. There was 
nothing to do about the call...high school doesn't 
have video replay. 

And it seemed to take all the heart out of the Hu-
guenots. Bailey Collins drew a one-out walk from 
Frenza and moved to second and third base on suc-
cessive wild pitches, scoring on a single into center-
fi eld by Chris Collins. Fitzpatrick fl ied out to Byers in 
centerfi eld, with Collins taking third then scoring as 
Byers throw got by Knoth at the plate. It was 4-1 Sau-
gerties. Frenza fanned Ricks for her 12th strike out, 
but the damage had been done, as New Paltz went 
out meekly in the bottom-half of the inning on three 
pop-ups with Taylor Hill on fi rst base via Larsen's er-
ror at fi rst base.

Frenza was Frenza: a brilliant pitcher who is just a 
freshman and gave up just the three hits, but walked 
eight to go with the 12 strike-outs.

New Paltz ended this, their very promising season 
at 10-5, short of their hoped for Section 9 title.

New Paltz baseball, seeded number seven, fell to 
number two Minisink 8-1 on Thursday, with Antho-
ny DiMarco 2-4 with a double and an RBI, and Nick 
Fanelli 2-3 with a double. The Huguenots fi nished 8-7 
on the season.

Minisink defeated Red Hook in the Class A softball 
fi nal; with FDR beating Minisink in the Class A base-
ball fi nal. ++

 New Paltz freshmen battery: (L-R) pitcher Alex Frenza and catcher Natalya Knoth. PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Anna McDuff ie: RBI single against Saugerties.

Jordan Giancola. Abbi Finch. Lizzy Byers.

\4
WHY PRINT?

The record A newspaper can 
be archived and used by future 
generations to learn about 
our time. Web posts are often 
edited several times and rarely 
well archived. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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I’ll let you in on the little secrets
A faction of the New Paltz Democratic Committee 

is having a schoolyard hissy fi t because two members 
of their clique were not elected. So they launched a 
letter-to-the-editor campaign. 

One charged the New Paltz Dems with “gatekeep-
ing,” another talked about diverse ideas but votes 
against them, and a third invited the public to apply 
for membership citing 17 open seats.

I’ll let you in on the little secret those letter writers 
didn’t mention: The “17 open seats” are non-voting, 
fi ll-in or “associate” positions. The public is being in-
vited to apply for these non-voting, fi ll-in positions by 
disgruntled full voting members of the committee. 

Why should political committees want non-voting, 
second-class members? One of the three existing 
“associates” complains bitterly that her status is un-
fair because she only can vote when a full member 
is absent. The other two don’t show up often — why 
should they? 

Here’s little secret #2: Second-class “associate” 
members get preference for full membership. Anoth-
er reason to abolish associate membership. The com-
mittee consists of 20 representatives, two for each of 
New Paltz’s ten election districts. When a full mem-
bership opens up, all applicants should have an equal 
chance at election. 

The current public complaints are from a faction 
attempting to pack the committee with their friends 
and political followers. They are sore because they 
lost a series of recent endorsement and membership 
votes. They didn’t win the game so they are demand-
ing do-overs.

When Pat Ryan received the New Paltz Commit-
tee’s endorsement, the group sent out press releases 
endorsing Ryan’s opponent. First, the demand was 
for committee members to explain why they voted 
for Ryan. That escalated when the two proposed “as-
sociates” were defeated. Explain why you won? Se-
riously? Then there was a Facebook petition against 
the majority vote, followed by threats to take their 
displeasure public. 

When that didn’t work out, the group demanded 
changes in committee rules, tried to impose rules 
dredged up elsewhere, called for the chairperson to 
resign, and lobbied to change voting methods. 

So many complaints while the real work has been 
done by other members for years without thanks, rec-
ognition or fuss.

It’s a shame that any Democrat thinks that taking 
committee disputes public is okay. I fi nd it desperate. 
There is no good result from tarnishing the reputation 
of the committee or the party. Instead, the unhappy 
members should step up and accept the majority will, 
or resign.

Integrity aside, it should be noted that the New 
Paltz Committee has become something of a political 
prize and that huge numbers of New Paltz voters have 
become a major infl uence on Democratic Party poli-
tics countywide. 

Little wonder a faction is trying to take over the 
committee through public pressure. Purging the vil-
lage and town boards of opposition doesn’t seem to 
be enough.

That’s what this dust-up is really all about — person-
al power, political clout and old-fashioned back-room 
patronage. Self-service masquerading as community 
service. 

Jane Freiman Schanberg, Vice Chairwoman
New Paltz Democratic Committee

Rise against hate

We want to extend a warm invitation to the entire 
New Paltz community to join us on Saturday, June 8 
from 1 to 2:30 p.m. We’ll be standing with our fellow 
vigil sponsor, New Paltz Women in Black, in front of 
Elting Memorial Library, where they have stood ev-
ery Saturday for 18 years, to Rise Against Hate. This 
is a community response to hateful incidents in our 
schools and beyond. If you’re not a parent with a 
child currently in a New Paltz school, you might not 
know that the New Paltz Central School District (NPC-

SD) administrators have already reported ten inci-
dents of racial bias and anti-Semitism (swastikas) 
in 2019 alone. If you also fi nd this current school 
climate unacceptable, please join us. Bring your 
kids, friends, family, elected offi  cials, teachers and 
anyone else who would like to Rise Against Hate. 

We have a number of wonderful co-sponsors 
from all walks of New Paltz life, including but not 
limited to The ReSisterhood, New Paltz Racial Eq-
uity Coalition, March On Hudson Valley, New Paltz 
Democratic Women, AAUW Kingston, ENJAN -- End 
New Jim Crow Action Network, Move Forward New 
York, Indvisible Ulster, U-Act (Ulster Activists), Ul-
ster Immigrant Defense Network, Rondout Valley 
High School Human Rights Club, Concerned Par-
ents of New Paltz and New Paltz Socialists. We are 
adding more co-sponsors daily.

In addition, we will have members of the NPCSD 
administration, teachers, religious leaders, stu-
dents, and many concerned citizens, including par-
ents. BYO sign — or join us for a sign-making party 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Ryan Cronin: CronArtUSA in 
the Water Street Market. Then we can walk up Main 
Street together to start the vigil. 

We hope to see as many of you there as possible. 
Lexy Zissu and Olli Chanoff    

New Paltz

We have many points of view

Our Democratic Party has many diff erent types of 
people. Trying to get everybody on the Democratic 
Committee who thinks alike would be undemocrat-
ic. That is the Republican way of thinking. We are 
not lemmings and we have many points of view.

It would be a fatal mistake for the party to ex-
clude diff erent voices. Personally, when I cast my 
vote, I don’t reject people because I know that we 
disagree. I personally hesitate to vote for people 
who want us to all think the same as they do, or 
who are one-trick ponies with a single agenda and 
no concern about anything else. I also would not 
vote for someone seeking to use the committee 
to run for offi  ce, or for political gain, or to amass 
greater power, or to become the single voice for a 
particular single issue, or to boost their own self-
esteem.

I look for people who are currently up on issues 
of importance to Democrats and to our collective 
futures and well-being -- both locally and nationally.

This year, these are a few of the many issues on 
top of most Democrats’ minds and that our com-
mittee should focus on: 

1. To get Trump out of offi  ce at any cost (which 
may include voting for a candidate that isn’t one’s 
fi rst choice). Accomplishing this will begin solving 
the rest of this list.

2. Removing the threats to our democracy.
3. Protecting Roe vs Wade and women’s repro-

ductive rights.
4. Addressing our environmental crisis.
5. Expanding health care for all.
6. Obtaining economic justice.
Those now running a minority campaign against 

the committee, because they lost votes on candi-
dates or issues, make it weaker at a time when we 
have to all work together to be stronger. Attempts to 
get rid of people they don’t agree with undermines 
the committee. There is more at stake than our in-
dividual personalities.

Not all Democrats in New Paltz consider them-
selves progressives. There are many moderates and 
some who are left of the progressives among us. We 
also want to appeal to those who have left the party 
or who are non-enrolled.

We were very fortunate last year to have three 
great candidates at the top of the ticket. Were it left 
to many progressives, that ticket might not have 
been the same and we would have lost the race at 
the top of our ticket. It took Democrats and our lo-
cal activist groups to win.

My point is that there needs to be some balance 
on our local committee for Democrats to be suc-
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cessful in 2019 and 2020 and to achieve all the ideals 
of our Democratic party.

I look forward to working with all who see the 
greater picture and want to support our committee.

Josh Honig, Chair
New Paltz Democratic Committee

Bad government vs. good 
government

Tricia Bowen’s criticism that I cast aspersions 
without being specifi c was disingenuous, because 
within the Democratic Committee I have given about 
ten specifi c examples of the damage that KT’s candi-
dates have done to New Paltz, so Tricia is well aware 
of these examples. Evidently, she feels that specifi c 
examples should be public, so here is a recent ex-
ample of the kind of mismanagement and fi nancial 
harm that has been brought to us by a KT candidate. 
Every elected offi  cial is responsible for, and account-
able for their record in offi  ce.

I had stated that the Town of New Paltz is the worst 
run government in Ulster County with the most out- 
of-control taxes. In the last three years, Supervisor 
Bettez has raised the ‘A’ fund taxes -- the town tax-
es that village residents also have to pay, by a little 
over 23%. Normally, one might expect taxes to go up 
about 2% per year or 6% over a three-year period. 
So Supervisor Bettez has raised our ‘A’ fund taxes by 
about 400% of what would be considered normal.

Now compare this to the Town of Saugerties, an 
Ulster County town which also includes a village and 
a police department. In 2017, their ‘A’ fund taxes ac-
tually declined by 0.08%. In 2018, their ‘A’ fund taxes 
went up by 1.16%, and in 2019 their ‘A’ fund taxes 
went up by 1.04%. So, over the last three years, while 
Town of New Paltz ‘A’ fund taxes went up by 23%, 
Saugerties’ ‘A’ fund taxes went up a total of 2.12%. 
Saugerties’ budgets are what good government looks 
like.

NYS law stipulates that a town supervisor is the 
town’s chief fi nancial offi  cer; this is a supervisor’s 
most important responsibility. When you look at the 
record, it is obvious that Supervisor Bettez has failed 
to fulfi ll this responsibility. So, when I state that New 

Paltz has the worst run government in Ulster County 
with the most out-of-control taxes, this is not simply 
my opinion and not an exaggeration; it is a verifi able 
fact.

Terry Dungan
Village of New Paltz

2019 New Paltz DRI grant 
application

Having identifi ed ENGINEERING, CHILDCARE and 
TRAILS as our community’s foundational blocks, we 
were excited to make them the focus of New Paltz’s 
2019 Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) appli-
cation.

We have applied to the DRI annually for the last 
three years, and learned from past DRI awardees 
in our region (Middletown, Kingston and New Ro-
chelle) as well as other villages and cities across 
New York State. We believe this year’s proposal is 
our strongest yet; it presents a unique opportunity 
for the Mid-Hudson REDC to have a transformative 
impact on our dynamic village that embodies the 
State’s core strengths -- education, local business 
and tourism.

We have identifi ed a simple yet impactful plan 
anchored by a public-private partnership involving 
software engineering fi rm SAMsix on Plattekill Ave-
nue, centrally located in the Village of New Paltz. Us-
ing properties owned by the village and SAMsix, we 
see an opportunity to develop a world-class TOUR-
ISM & ENGINEERING HUB to benefi t local residents, 
visitors and the regional economy by expanding 1) 
the number of high-paying engineering jobs in New 
Paltz; 2) the New Paltz Child Care center; 3) down-
town parking; and 4) green infrastructure features 
to protect the Wallkill River. 

We will re-energize and reinvigorate our position 
as one of the State’s most dynamic villages by com-
bining strategic investment in New Paltz’s down-
town core, SUNY New Paltz’s innovative program-
ming and the new Empire State Trail intersecting 
our village. 

The Village of New Paltz is poised to become the 
Mid-Hudson region’s fi rst-ever village to receive 

Susan Slotnick

I am in this world because of an abortion. I 
don’t know much about my maternal grandmother 
except that she often said, “I had a bad childhood 
when I was an orphan, living alone on the streets of 
Poland.” No doubt she was raped and abused during 
a time when few protections for women, especially 
poor homeless women, were in place.

She disliked children, and was against anyone hav-
ing any. Somehow she wound up with three. When 
my mother became pregnant for the second time, 
grandma said, “Children will ruin your life. Get rid 
of it.” My mother’s mother is the only woman I have 
ever known who was in favor of abortion.

It’s a mystical dynamic between mothers and 
daughters. Even when a daughter knows her mother 
is destructive, the dream of unconditional love and 
the desire for approval has a stranglehold on a girl 
child. 

In 1942, to get my grandmother’s love, my mother 
had a back alley abortion and nearly bled to death. 
She was refused care at the hospital, told she was 
evil and deserved to die. She collapsed minutes later 
just outside the hospital grounds. A Good Samaritan 
nurse rushed from the hospital and saved her life. A 
few years later, I was born. 

I was a guilt off ering. She had me to assuage her 
feelings of culpability and shame. 

Few women take abortion in stride. There is an 
emotional price to pay.

No matter the law or policy, there will always be 
diff erences of opinion. Morality cannot be legislated. 
No law can change an individual’s sense of right and 

wrong. Abor-
tions will con-
tinue. Women 
will abort them-
selves. In 1963, 
a high school 
friend of mine 
died trying.

To terminate 
an unwanted 
pregnancy, des-
perate women 
will drink turpentine, bleach and livestock manure 
concoctions, infl ict direct injury inserting sharp for-
eign objects into their body. Some jump from the top 
of stairs, from a roof or cause blunt trauma punching 
their own abdomens. 

Worldwide, illegal abortions kill massive numbers 
of embryos, fetuses and women. Every year, 21.6 
million women worldwide have unsafe abortions 
that end in 47,000 maternal deaths. 

If the point is to end killing, it’s not going to hap-
pen from repealing legal abortions. 

One way or another, deaths will occur, as many or 
more adding pregnant women to the statistics. It’s 
moot.

From a global standpoint, we have too many un-
wanted and uncared for people in this world: 65 mil-
lion refugees, 1.3 million orphans, 150 million home-
less. 

A recent New York Times article about Romania, 
where abortion had always been legal, was rescind-

ed during the Ceausescu era (to increase the coun-
try’s power by increasing the population), it was re-
ported 20 years later, half-a-million babies had been 
abandoned. Those babies were put in massive in-
stitutions, chained to cribs from infancy through 12 
years old, when they were put in prisons. Children 
were often tied to their own beds and restrained by 
their own clothing. Many others spent their day na-
ked, sitting in their own excrement. Sexual abuse of 
children was common. One in ten of those children 
fi nished life in a psychiatric institution.

That was Romania in the 1960’s. This is America 
now. Five-hundred-thousand children are living in 
foster care, placed there because they are physi-
cally abused, emotionally abused, sexually abused 
or there is no family member able to care for them. 
Sixty-thousand children are abused or neglected 
each week. Forty-thousand newborns are placed in 
a badly broken foster care system per year. Twenty-
fi ve percent of unwanted or abandoned children end 
up in prison, 30% end up homeless. Girls in foster 
care are six times more likely to give birth before the 
age of 21, increasing the number of uncared for chil-
dren exponentially. 

An American woman can love children, embrace 
childbirth and still make the choice to refrain from 
bringing another unwanted child into the world. 

My grandma didn’t have that choice. She had no 
agency over herself or her body. How she came to be 
against children coming into the world altogether, I 
will never know. It must have been horrifi c. 

Maybe the child my mother aborted would have 
served the world more. I know many women who 
have struggled with having an abortion and none who 
ever regretted not having one once they knew, loved 
and revered the living human being they created.

Nevertheless, I am grateful my grandma had my 
mother, grateful my mother had me and humbled 
by the enigma of who comes and who doesn’t into 
this world. Only a woman herself can decide in the 
privacy of her own conscience how to participate in 
this mystery.

Complicated choices

the $10 million Downtown Revitalization Initiative 
award.

Our 2019 DRI application has been posted at 
http://www.villageofnewpaltz.org/resources/. Look 
under “Grant Applications/ Downtown Revitaliza-
tion” and share any feedback.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Another message to Michael

“A mind is a terrible thing to waste and a feeling is a 
terrible thing to hurt.”

-- Quoted from a letter in the New Paltz Times titled 
Huut Feewings.

“I don’t believe in the same God you don’t believe in.”
-- Spoken to an atheist by Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of 

Berdichev as quoted by Danusha Goska in A Hitch-
hiker at a Monastery

Not too long ago, my letter Sky Screamer was criti-
cized in feedback by a man named Michael. I was 
rather befuddled by this criticism because Michael 
stated that he was forced to cast off  all restraint and 
respond in feedback because of the lunacy of my sa-
tirical parody of the song Sky Pilot. The reason for 
my befuddlement is this; assuming  Michael is a fre-
quent feedback reader, I wondered why -- after so 
many previous satirical parodies I have penned that 
he most likely would also consider “bordering on 
some form of undiagnosed lunacy” -- Sky Screamer 
is the one that caused Michael to throw caution to 
the wind and off er his spirited response. With this 
in view, I thought it wise to consult with another 
Michael, Susan Slotnick’s reliable proofreader, once 
again; this time not to acknowledge his contributions 
in making Susan a better writer or warn him of a poten-
tial recurrence of the insidious, dreaded JAMIHETOCD 
( Joe and Mika I Hate Everything Trump Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder) in Susan’s writing, but simply to 
vent and maybe gain some insight in the process. 

Dear Michael, 
Hello again. I hope all is well with you. The reason 
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Our towns
What the newspapers said 100 years ago

The ‘‘Our town’’ column is compiled each month for the 
New Paltz Times by Carol Johnson, coordinator of the 
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection. The entries 
have been copied from the June issues of the New Paltz 
Independent. If you would like to get a closer look at 
these newspapers of the past, visit Carol Johnson and 
the staff  of the Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collec-
tion at the Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 Main 
Street, or call 255-5030. Meanwhile, enjoy these words 
from a century ago. 

Memorial Day was observed as a holiday by 
our village people in general. There was quite a dis-
play of fl ags. Business places generally were closed. 
In the early part of the day a great number passed 
through our village for Mohonk or other places. Me-
morial Day has lost its original character of being set 
aside from all the days of the year for the one pur-
pose of commemorating the deeds of the soldiers of 
the civil war and to decorate their graves with fl ow-
ers. However, there were a number beside the veter-
ans who went to the cemetery with fl owers.

Part of the carpenters, employed on the new Nor-
mal building quit recently on account of a strike of 
the carpenters’ union at Albany, to which they be-
longed. However, a number of men are still at work. 
There are about half a dozen carpenters, besides 
electricians and a glazier now at work on the new Nor-
mal building. It will take about three weeks to fi nish up 
the entire job. None of the fl ooring is yet laid.

Wednesday was a very hot day, the thermom-
eter indicating about 95 in the shade, while in the 

sun it was at about 110. On account of the great heat 
there was no school at the Normal on Tuesday and 
Wednesday afternoons.

There were about 30 young men and boys swim-
ming in the Wallkill on the island upstream, Wednes-
day evening. One of the boys came near being 
drowned.

A party of four boys from our village went on a 
hike to Minnewaska on Sunday returning by way of 
Mohonk. They had a tramp of about 30 miles.

Both Houses of Congress have passed the Consti-
tutional Amendment, giving suff rage to the women. 

The New Paltz Times, with its issue of this week, 
closes its career. How strange it will seem to have no 
opposition!  Its late editor and proprietor Mr. Thom-
as F. McCarthy, has said, through the Times, his 
goodbye to New Paltz. We remember very well the 
fi rst issue of the Times, nearly 60 years ago. It was 
then the only paper in southern Ulster, on this side 
of the Shawangunks. There were no daily papers in 
the county. The Kingston weekly papers, which cir-
culated here, had little if any local news from this 
part of the county. The Times was started in an un-
pretentious manner and printed on a hand press, 
but it always gave a great deal of local news and 
was well liked, because its editor, Mr. Chas. J. Ackert 
would frequently take occasion to mention people 
in a pleasant and friendly way. Mr. Ackert went into 
the army in 1862 and Mrs. Ackert conducted the pa-
per until his return, early in 1864. The Times had the 
fi eld to itself till The Independent was started in 1868, 
when Grant ran the fi rst time for President.  Politics 

COURTESY OF THE HAVILAND-HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION

On July 6, 1860, Charles and Eliza Ackert published the first issue of New Paltz's first newspaper, the New Paltz Times. 
Soon afterwards, Charles would leave for the war, leaving Eliza to run the entire operation herself, from editing, to 
typesetting, to soliciting, to distribution. From November 1862 through February 1864, Charles and other local men 
wrote letters home about their military experiences. Eliza, as one of the country's first female newspaper editors, 
edited them and reprinted them in the paper, under the series title "Mrs. Publisher." Although Charles returned home 
physically impaired, he had always been politically active, and he later became New Paltz Town Supervisor, a New York 
State Assemblyman and head of the Democratic Party of Ulster County. The success of the New Paltz Times led Ralph 
LeFevre to start a second town newspaper in 1867. The rivalry between the Republican, New Paltz Independent and the 
Democratic, New Paltz Times was fierce and lasted until Charles Ackert died in 1900.  His wife and daughter published 
the paper until 1916, when they sold it to Thomas McCarthy. McCarthy sold the paper to Ralph LeFevre in June 1919.

was very hot and bitter in New Paltz in those days 
and for many years afterwards. There has been a 
great change in this respect in the past 30 years. It 
seems quite absurd now to get worked up over town 
or county politics, but we were dead earnest then.  
Charles J. Ackert has been dead nearly 20 years, but 
in our mind the Times and Mr. Ackert seem insepa-
rable, so that a history of the Times seems a biog-
raphy of its founder.  After Mr. Ackert’s death, the 
Times was carried on for many years by Mrs. Ack-
ert and her daughter, Mrs. Geo. E. Johnston, while 
Frank Gardner had charge of the mechanical work 
and the job department. For a time, Melvin Smith 
had much to do with the editing of the paper. The 
Times was always a good local paper and had a good 
job patronage, but during this period ceased to have 
much to do with the politics, that having being left 
to the city dailies, which are crowding the country 
weeklies more and more, a fresh instance of which 
has just been aff orded by Mr. McCarthy’s sale of the 
Times and acceptance of a position on a Poughkeep-
sie daily.

Bass season opens in this state next Monday, June 
16, and local fi shermen have been casting longing 
eyes on the old Wallkill River the past week in an-
ticipation of some good catches the coming summer. 
The river appears to be in good condition for fi sh-
ing now, and unless there come some exceptionally 
heavy rains between now and Monday, the fi sher-
men ought to be well repaid for their patience.

Jesse Deyo of Springtown has 675 bushels of potatoes 
planted, of which about 275 are Cobblers. He has more 
potatoes planted than any other Springtown farmer. 
He uses a tractor this year and fi nds he can do as much 
work with it as with four teams of horses. 

The New Paltz Station ships about 200 cans of 
milk daily to New York. The New Paltz Creamery is 
receiving milk from about 70 dairies. The Wallkill 
Valley Railroad now carries about 1,500 cans in all 
daily from the diff erent stations along the way. More 
is sent from Gardiner than from New Paltz and still 
more from Wallkill.

On Wednesday morning in the gymnasium the 
commencement exercises were held. There were a 
number of friends of the graduating class present, 
beside towns people and those connected with the 
school.  Dr. Bliss, in his opening address said some 
things of interest to all and of special interest to 
the graduating class. He said the average salary of 
graduates the fi rst year had been $550. Now it had 
jumped up to $775. Daniel Smiley, president of the 
local board spoke briefl y. He told about the time, in 
the fi rst year of the Normal School’s existence when 
he, himself, had been one of the teachers.

The graduating class at the Normal could not be 
handed their diplomas at commencement, because 
they had not yet arrived from the state printer at 
Albany, though ordered many weeks ago. A class of 
about 118 Normal students and about ten high school 
students graduated this year.

In one of the best games of baseball played on the 
Normal grounds in a long time, the New Paltz Fire 
Department team defeated the Twentieth Century 
team of Poughkeepsie by a score of 3 -2. It was a 
pitcher’s battle throughout, with the honors in favor 
of Fowler, the New Paltz wonder. The base running 
of John Zimmerman was the feature of the game.

Judge Alton B. Parker and his daughter, Mrs. 
Hall were in our village last week and visited the 
Reformed Church and the Memorial House. Judge 
Parker had never visited the Memorial House before 
and was much interested.

After July 1st, letter postage will be reduced to two 
cents and postals to one cent each. Stamped enve-
lopes and postals may be exchanged at the post of-
fi ce for other stamped paper, but not for cash. Three 
cent stamps will not be exchanged.

-- Carol Johnson

I’m writing is because I just read a letter in which 
a satirical parody of the song “Sky Pilot” titled Sky 
Screamer I wrote was criticized by a feedback writer 
as “bordering on some form of undiagnosed luna-
cy.” After reading the criticism, I’m feeling kind of 
down because I guess my feelings were hurt. I mean 
no one wants to read that something they wrote is 
“bordering on some form of undiagnosed lunacy” 
unless “bordering on some form of undiagnosed 

lunacy” is preceded  by “witty, clever and wildly 
entertaining writing.” The critic, whose name also 
happens to be Michael, wrote that my “absurd sing-
song litany of far right talking points” had to be re-
pudiated lest I consider them valid. (Notice there is 
no “thoughtfully incisive and wonderfully creative” 
before absurd in the aforementioned quote result-
ing in more feelings suff ering ego crushing damage. 
To be honest, I haven’t had my feelings hurt in this 

manner since Don Badgely paid me a “compliment” 
in the feedback pages quite some time ago.) Michael 
then opined that my parody was nothing more than 
a rambling history of U.S politics since Trump “stole 
the presidency in 2016.” I didn’t quite understand 
this criticism since I had explicitly stated that Sky 
Screamer was “a short history of the rise of this [sky 
screaming] political protest phenomenon.” More-
over, because he never really explained (other than 
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It’s the economy

A watchdog that bites

release a barrage of Democrat talking points) how 
Trump “stole the presidency,” I also didn’t quite 
get his criticism in this regard. (Come to think of it, 
those talking points lead me to believe Michael may 
be another victim of JAMIHETOCD.) The other Mi-
chael next stated that if it was not for the word limits 
set by the editor he would “debunk each of Mr. Ci-
vile’s fallacious stanza’s one by one.” Actually, even 
though there was no “intentionally and humorously 
exaggerated” before fallacious, I would have loved 
to have read such debunking considering satirical 
parodies are by their very nature exaggerations for 
the purpose of humorous ridicule of the persons, in-
stitutions or events targeted. I mean how would one 
debunk this stanza from Sky Screamer?

We scream to gain some comfort, we scream and 
we complain 

we shout out to the Universe to ask for help to ease 
our pain 

you can scream wearing PJs you can wear a suit 
and tie 

it doesn’t matter what you wear when you’re 
screaming at the sky

Well, I could go on (and on and on) but I feel better 
now. Thanks for letting me vent. But here’s some-
thing that just hit me:  since you proofread Susan 
Slotnick’s column and off er constructive suggestions 
Susan welcomes and gladly considers; I’m wonder-
ing if you would be willing to take on another “cli-

ent” in this regard. As you’ve probably guessed, the 
person I have in mind is my Sky Screamer critic, 
Michael. Maybe, if he reads this letter, he might be 
agreeable to submitting future letters to you for con-
structive criticism. (Shout out to the other Michael: 

if you see this and you’re willing, let us know.) In 
any event, Michael, thank you for considering my 
suggestion and thanks, once again for helping Susan 
“Be Best.” As I previously mentioned, I really enjoy 
Susan’s thoughtful columns, which I now know have 

As a champion of robust eccentricity over polit-
ical correctness, I am a great admirer of the Empire 
Center for Public Policy in Albany. Research director 
Ed McMahon, a particular favorite, can be depended 
upon for a trenchantly penny-pinching but data-
driven outlook on state politics. The Empire Center, 
originally a spinoff  from the prestigious conservative 
think tank The Manhattan Institute, keeps a righ-
teous eye on the public pocketbook.

How else would I have known so quickly that New 
Paltz’s school district ranked ninth out of 100 school 
districts in the Hudson Valley this year for its six 
percent increase in the per-pupil tax levy in its 2019-
2020 budget as compared to 2018-2019? The state-
wide school-budget voting was only two weeks ago, 
after all.

Partly because the boundaries of school districts 
don’t follow the usual political boundaries, school-
board elections are resolutely local. With few ex-
ceptions, voters in a school district have little idea 
of what’s going on in the neighboring districts. The 
availability of timely Empire Center data makes a 
useful contribution to overcoming that parochi-
alism. One can appreciate the Empire Center’s 
numbers for their completeness, accessibility and 
timeliness without necessarily accepting its policy 
prescriptions.

Ditto for some of the Empire Center’s careful re-
cent studies in the healthcare sphere. That’s a sec-
tor where underreported organizational disruption 
with substantial social consequences continues to 
accelerate. 

We’re all aware of the continuing kerfuffl  e regard-
ing the citizenship question on next April’s federal 
census. Our nation’s beloved president has been out-
raged at resistance to the question. “Can you believe 
that the Radical Left Democrats want to do our new 
and very important Census Report without the all-
important Citizenship Question? [Capitalization and 
punctuation his],” Donald Trump recently tweeted. 
“Report would be meaningless and a waste of the 
$Billions — ridiculous — that it costs to put together!”

The federal Census Bureau makes public annual 
estimates of population change at the municipal lev-
el every year. You can fi nd the 2010-2018 data in a 
great variety of places. The Empire Center’s website, 
one of those places, allows rankings, geographical 

sorting and other forms of simple manipulation of 
the data.   

  
For context on the Empire Center fi nding re-

garding the changing level of property taxation in 
the New Paltz schools, I looked for the same per-
pupil tax-levy rankings for the eight other school dis-
tricts in Ulster County. The Onteora district, with a 
4.1 percent increase, ranked 24 out of the hundred 
districts. Saugerties and Ellenville were tied at 40 
and 41 with a 3.2 percent increase, followed closely 
by Rondout Valley at 43 with a 3.1 percent. In the 
bottom half of the regional rankings were Wallkill, 
up 2.7 percent, and Marlboro, up 2.2 percent. High-
land, up 1.6 percent, and Kingston, with 1.2 percent, 
were in the 73rd and 79th places respectively.

There are valid reasons other than governance 
profl igacy for these diff erentials. The New Paltz dis-
trict explained its increase persuasively enough for 
its voters to affi  rm the $63.6-million school budget 
by a decisive 782-320 vote, while neighboring High-
land voters supported that district’s $44.4-million 
budget by an even stronger 629-197 margin. 

Over half of the 668 school districts in the state 
seeking voter approval for their budgets this year 
presented spending plans to increase property taxes 
as high as the 2011 property tax-cap law allowed, ac-
cording to the Empire Center analysis. (Excluded 
were the so-called ‘Big Five’ urban districts, which 
have about half the state’s pupil enrollments.) The 
tax-cap-supporting and teacher-union-suspicious 
Empire Center couldn’t resist the reasonable suppo-
sition that the 346 school districts which set proper-
ty-tax levies as high as the cap would allow would 
have increased property taxes “signifi cantly more 
had the cap not been in place to deter them.” 

Districts had increased school property taxes by 
2.5 percent while forecasting total enrollment to dip 
by 7827, or 0.5 percent. Another not-so-subtle criti-
cism?

There’s nothing wrong with the Census Bu-
reau’s American FactFinder of basic demographics 
and economic categories available not only by gov-
ernmental jurisdiction but also by zip code, or with 
the short-form QuickFacts. In fact, that’s where the 
Empire Center gets its numbers. But the Albany data 

provider, not unlike Donald Trump except for be-
ing fact-based, adds its own questions. It provides 
over 50 diff erent data sets in seven categories: cost 
of government, economy, education, health care, 
transportation, population and demographics, and 
tax burdens. 

In each, there is a variety of rankings. In the last 
category, one fi nds not only tax burdens and tax cli-
mate, but also “Freedom in the Fifty States,” whose 
four freedoms are economic, regulatory, fi scal and 
personal. Guess what? New York State ranks last in 
all but the fi nal freedom, personal, where it’s ranked 
29th.

In “Cost of Doing Business,” wages, taxes, rent and 
other business costs are calculated by state. In “Aver-
age Price Per Gallon of Gasoline,” one can compare 
prices by state for regular, medium, premium and 
diesel fuel. One can apply a “State Competitiveness 
Index” to fi nd New York State ranking 31st in the na-
tion. The state doesn’t do as well in “Economic Out-
look,” a broad category that puts New York dead last 
in the country. 

The Empire Center has pioneered in the study 
of the relationship between educational invest-
ment and the results of test scores. Part of the rea-
son New York State students in the aggregate don’t 
do as well in these tests as those in other states is 
that a higher proportion of New York students (76 
percent) take the Scholastic Aptitude Test. But that 
doesn’t account for all the performance diff erences. 
The Empire Center, a supporter of charter schools, 
has been among the leaders in the extended discus-
sion among educators of the advantages and perils 
of “teaching to the test.” 

Many people’s favorite in the section on interstate 
migration has come from the inclusion of data from 
the United and Mayfl ower van lines, both of which 
calculate that about three-fi fths of interstate activity 
consists of moves out of the state and two-fi fths into 
the state. No more graphic a data set could be con-
cocted.

The Empire Center’s publication of salary, dou-
ble dipping and overtime abuse information for all 
public employees has proven an evergreen source 
for sensational media stories. Every year New York 
public employees stoke up massively on overtime 
in order signifi cantly to fatten their already gener-
ous retirement paychecks, and every year the media 
dutifully write stories about how angry that makes 
other New Yorkers.

The Empire Center plays a signifi cant watchdog 
role bringing transparency to government. It combs 
through public information and makes it available 
to the public. Its information-gathering and analysis 
perform a vital role. Somebody has to do it.  

-- Geddy Sveikauskas

DR. PAULINE F. UCHMANOWICZ
Bloomington - Dr. Pauline F. Uchmanowicz, of Bloomington died Saturday June  1, 2019 at her home. 
She was 61. She was born July 21, 1957 in Anchorage, AK to Lawrence and Catherine Uchmanowicz.  She 
attended Falmouth High School Class of 1975.  She was the first female class president ever in Falmouth.  
She spent most of her summers on Cape Cod until finishing her Doctorate and starting her career as an 
educator.

Pauline Started working at SUNY New Paltz in 1996 and earned continuing appointment in 2003. She held 
a Master of Fine Arts from the University of Iowa and a PhD from the University of Rhode Island.

Pauline was a leading advocate for the teaching of writing in all its forms. She helped develop creative writ-
ing curricula in the department of English, and also served for many years as the coordinator of compo-
sition program, which oversees initial writing courses at New Paltz and therefore impacts the educational 
experiences of the vast majority of their students. Pauline was widely admired, engaged and a decorated 
member of the campus community. She received a SUNY New Paltz athlete’s faculty appreciation award in 
2002, a SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Teaching Excellence in 2004 and was the 2008 College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences teacher of the year. A gifted writer in her own right, Pauline’s scholarship, poetry, essays and 
reviews have appeared in Publications such as College English, International Journal of Comic Art, Ohio 
Review, Chronogram, Ploughshares, Radcliffe Quarterly and Z magazine.

She is survived by her sister, Mary Kay Uchmanowicz of Warwick, RI, brothers, John Uchmanowicz of Falmouth, MA, Lawrence Uchmanowicz of 
Dayton, OH, Joseph Taylor of Shrewsbury, MA and Peter Uchmanowicz of Falmouth, MA.   In addition to her siblings she leaves behind 6 nieces and 
nephews, Michael Uchmanowicz, Stephen Uchmanowicz, Sarah Uchmanowicz, Jordan Branam, Nicholas Adams and Katie Uchmanowicz.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents.

Her funeral service will be 10 AM Saturday June 8 at the George J. Moylan Funeral Home Inc., 2053 Route 32, Rosendale. Rev. Edmund Burke will 
officiate. 

A reception for family and friends will immediately follow the funeral service at the Student Union Building at SUNY New Paltz. 
(www.GJMoylanFuneralHome.com)
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Legalsbenefi ted from your proofreading, critical insights 
and loving encouragement. Keep up the good work 
and tell Susan I’m still looking for her at ShopRite to 
pay her one of the compliments she said she’s seeking. 
I’ll be at my usual post, hanging around the newspa-
per stand. (I’ll be the grey-haired bearded guy wearing 
a nondescript baseball cap whose dark glasses hide 
(what I like to think are) sparkling, Paul Newman type, 
blue eyes. And yes, I will still be encouraging shoppers 
to buy the New Paltz Times so they can read “George 
Civile’s” witty, clever, wildly entertaining, thoughtfully 
creative and incisive -- bordering on some form of un-
diagnosed lunacy -- letters.)     

George Civile 
Gardiner

Moral injury comes form having
a moral consciousness

I am a Marine combat veteran. I became a psycho-
therapist who was the head of veterans treatment at 
Four Winds Hospital for 25 years. I personally have 
suff ered with Post Traumatic Stress. I also have treated 
many vets and civilians with PTS. What I have learned 
is that unjust wars and unjust violence generates large 
numbers of PTS diagnosis in veterans and civilians. 
PTS is a major contributor to the abundance of sui-
cides happening today. Ignoring moral injury created 
by politicians deciding to send troops into unjust wars 
is, in my opinion, the primary reason for high numbers 
of PTS and suicide among veterans.

When a soldier takes a human life for what they 
believe is political reasons, they are left to carry 
the burden of moral injury alone for all of those in 
society that believed that war was unjust. Civilians 
who are victims of violence and rape also have suf-
fered moral injury and carry this burden alone be-
cause society treats their soul wounds as an illness. 
The missing healing tool needed is the reestablish-
ment of trust that must come from our communi-
ties. Health care translates moral injury into victim-
hood, and psychological labeling, like PTSD, which 
highlight a treatment that gets read by patients as a 
“disorder,” of being too weak and broken to endure. 
What is needed is for our communities to establish 
safe places and trusting relationship with friends 
and concerned citizens. It is most important for all 
of us to understand moral injury comes from having 
a moral consciousness. 

Larry Winters
New Paltz

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF QUALI-
FICATION OF 3249 
ROUTE 32, LLC APP. 
FOR AUTH. fi led with 
SSNY on 3/22/2019 
Off . Loc.: Ulster Co.
Registered in Dela-
ware on 3/5/2019. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail process to 
the LLC, P.O Box 173, 
Bearsville, NY 12409. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of APPLE COUNTRY 
ENTERPRISES LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 4/11/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, P.O. Box 
330, Clintondale, NY 
12515. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Black Acre Ten-
nis Club, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/17/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 33 Riverside 
Drive, Apt 17F, NY, NY 
10023. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 323 OLD MILL 
LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 4/16/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 856 N. Mountain 
Rd., Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PM 59 CUTLER LLC  
Art. OF Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/12/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 

The LLC, c/o Philip 
Mindlin, 238 Presi-
dent Street, - Apt. 4, 
Brooklyn, NY 11231. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
BARNCROFT STAYS 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/9/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC, 357 
Dean Street, Apt. 4A, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOP NOTCH TREE 
REMOVAL AND 
PROPERTY MAIN-
TENANCE, LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 4/17/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 82 Tan-
glewood Road, West 
Hurley, NY 12491. 
Purpose : Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Con-
fectionery NYC LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 3/18/2019. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Confection-
ery NYC  25 N Front 
Street New Paltz NY 
12561). Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEST EASTERN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
04/30/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: De 
Ying Chen, 186 N 
Putt Corners Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Tower Hill Farm, LLC 
Art. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on April 

29, 2019. Offi  ce: Ul-
ster. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy to the LLC, 
(261 Swartekill Rd, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Eva Astor LLC No-
tice of Formation of 
Route Eva Astor LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/14/2019. Offi  ce 
Location 5  Liberty 
Street, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 5 Liberty Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Little Bird Landcraft-
ing, LLC
1:The name of the 
Limited Liabil-
ity Company is Little 
Bird Landcrafting, 
LLC
2:The Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
on 5/1/19 with the 
Secretary of  
State.
3:The Offi  ce of the 
LLC is in Ulster Coun-
ty.
4.The Secretary of 
State has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the Company 
is to be served.  The 
address to which the 
Secretary of State 
shall mail process is:  
169 Main Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561
5:The purpose of the 
business of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity for 
which the LLC may 
be organized under 
the Limited Liability 
Law for the State of 
New York.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Highland Parcel 4 
LLC, Art. of Org.  fi led 
w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 01/10/19.  Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
Co., NY.; SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 
47 Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC): 35 BVD LLC. 
Art. of Org. were fi led 
with SSNY on May 13, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: 40 Sunset Ridge, 
Suite 120 New Paltz 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC)
NAME: MIND THE 
FOREST LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/10/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc.,1967 
Wehrle Drive, Suite 
1 #086, Buff alo, NY 
14221. Legalinc Cor-
porate Services Inc., 
1967 Wehrle Drive, 
Suite 1 #086, Buff alo, 
NY 14221 has been 
designated as the reg-
istered agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or ac-
tivities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of BROOKBEAM OR-
THODONTICS AND 
DENTISTRY, PLLC
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/17/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County.  Princ. offi  ce 
of PLLC: 3 Plattekill 
Ave., New Paltz, NY 
12561. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 1153 Flatbush 
Rd., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Or-
thodontics and den-
tistry. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Belluck Law, PLLC 
fi led Arts. of Org. with 
the Dept of State of 
NY on 5/17/19. Offi  ce: 
Ulster County. The 
Sec'y of State of NY 
has been designated 
as agent of the PLLC 
upon whom process 

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY

Effective June 1, 2019, 
due to increased costs, 

every legal notice printed 
in Ulster Publishing’s 
newspapers Almanac 

Weekly, Kingston Times, 
New Paltz Times, Saugerties 
Times and Woodstock Times 

will have a $25 affidavit 
fee in addition to the 

government mandated rate 
for publication itself.

UP Ulster 
Publishing
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against it may be 
served and shall mail 
a copy of any such 
process to: Joseph 
Belluck, 52 Laura 
Ln, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Purpose: Law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Law Offi  ces of Joseph 
Belluck, PLLC fi led 
Arts. of Org. with the 
Dept of State of NY on 
5/20/19. Offi  ce: Ulster 
County. The Sec'y of 
State of NY has been 
designated as agent of 
the PLLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served and shall 
mail a copy of any 
such process to: Jo-
seph Belluck, 52 Lau-
ra Ln, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Purpose: Law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of MFH DEVELOP-
MENT LLC (LLC). 
Art. Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 5/21/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
served to: 40 Canaan 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Any legal pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Doc’s Winery, LLC.  
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 5/28/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of the 
process to the LLC, 5 
Tina Drive, Gardiner, 
NY 12525. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LEGA NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
NAME: subPixel Me-
dia LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 2/26/2019. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: subPixel Me-
dia LLC, 10 Longyear 
Ave, Tillson NY 12486. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 

of SELBY LEGAL, 
PLLC. Art/Org. fi led 
w/SSNY on 1/25/17. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Cty. SSNY designated 
for svc/proc & shall 
mail to 243 Main St. 
#250, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of Saddle Ridge 
Farm LLC Articles 
of Organization fi led 
with the Secretary 
of the State of New 
York on 05/30/2019. 
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County. Heather 
Erichsen has been 
designated as Agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be ser-
vice. the address to 
which SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process 
again the LLC ser-
viced upon his is the 
LLC, 3432 Route 9W 
Highland NY 12528. 
Purpose to Corpora-
tion: To engage in any 
lawful act of activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of MDM Acres 
LLC Articles of or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of the 
State of New York on 
05/30/2019. Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
Christian Erichsen 
has been designated 
as Agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. The ad-
dress to which SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the LLC served upon 
him is the LLC, 34322 
Route 9W Highland 
NY 12528. Purpose to 
Corporation: to En-
gage in any lawful act 
or activity

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby 
given that a license, 
number “Pending”, 
has been applied for 
by the undersigned 
to sell Beer and Wine 
at retail under the 
Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law at 26 
WALLKILL AVENUE 
WALLKILL NY 12589 
for On Premises Con-
sumption
P A S Q U A L E ’ S 
WALLKILL ENTER-
PRISES INC 

P A S Q U A L E ’ S 
WALLKILL
26 WALLKILL AV-
ENUE 
WALLKILL NY 12589

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz will hold a 
Public Hearing on the 

following application 
(to review all submit-
ted materials, please 
contact the Building 
Department, 8 AM-4 
PM, M-F, 255-3055):
Date Posted:  
MAY 31, 2019 

Project Name:  
ZB19-01/212-13(B)(8)
(b)[1]
Applicant:   
Thomas Mulvihill
For:   
Seeking variance for 
rear yard dimensions 
for deck construction
Location:   
1 Orchard Lane
Tax Map Number:  
86.42-4-23.100
Date and Time:   
June 11, 2019 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall

The Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hear all 
persons in support 
of such matter or any 
objections thereto 
during the public 
hearing at 25 Plat-
tekill Avenue in order 
of appearance on the 
agenda.  Comments 
submitted in writ-
ing must be received 
before 4:00 PM on 
the date of the above 
hearing and be ad-
dressed to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Sec-
retary at the address 
listed above.
All reasonable ac-
commodations will 
be made for persons 
with disabilities.  In 
such a case, please 
notify the Planning 
Board Secretary in 
advance so that ar-
rangements can be 
made.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Zoning 
Board, Ulster County, 
State of New York, 
on the application of 
David Watson - for 
property at 10 Bellev-
ue Road. (SBL: 88.17-
2-36.120), Highland 
NY, 12528, seeking 
to overturn a deter-
mination of the code 
enforcement offi  cer, 
in the alternative, ob-
tain an area variance 
relief of 5' for the side 
yard to construct a 
post and beam car-
port roof with land-
scaping pergola.
The public hearing 
will take place at 
the Town of Lloyd 
Town Hall on Thurs-
day, June 13, 2019 at 

7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.

LEGAL NOTICE
HISTORIC PRESER-
VATION COMMIS-
SION
of the VILLAGE OF 
NEW PALTZ
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a public 
hearing will be held 
by the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission 
of the Village of New 
Paltz, Ulster County, 
State of New York, on 
the application of Ste-
phen Cook and Chris-
tine Marmo, 8 Pros-
pect Street, to make 
exterior changes to 
the property they are 
purchasing at 127 Hu-
guenot Street in the 
Village of New Paltz, 
currently owned by 
Ellen Mosen James. 
The applicants plan 
to alter the window 
confi guration and 
the sliding glass door 
on the rear elevation 
and install energy-
effi  cient replacement 
windows elsewhere 
on the house.
The public hearing 
will take place at 
the regular monthly 
meeting of the Vil-
lage Historic Preser-
vation Commission 
on Monday, June 17, 
2019, at 7:15 p.m. at 
Village Hall, 25 Plat-
tekill Avenue, New 
Paltz, New York. The 
Village of New Paltz 
will make every ef-
fort to ensure that 
the public hearing is 
accessible to persons 
with disabilities. Any-
one requiring special 
assistance and/or rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions should contact 
the Commission sec-
retary at hpc@villa-
geofnewpaltz.org at 
least fi ve days prior to 
the hearing date.
The application is 
available for review 
at the Village of New 
Paltz Building Depart-
ment, 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz, 
New York, Monday 
through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

LEGAL NOTICE
HISTORIC PRESER-
VATION COMMIS-
SION
of the VILLAGE OF 
NEW PALTZ
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a public 
hearing will be held 
by the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission 
of the Village of New 
Paltz, Ulster County, 
State of New York, 

on the application 
of Renzo Cinti, rep-
resenting Huguenot 
Historical Society 
(Historic Huguenot 
Street), 88 Huguenot 
Street, to add air con-
ditioning and a heat 
pump to the Freer 
House, an HHS prop-
erty located at 98 Hu-
guenot Street in the 
Village of New Paltz. 
The proposed project 
requires installation 
of an external con-
denser (3' x 3' x 3', 
mounted on a pad 2' 
above ground) on the 
structure’s exterior 
(northwest corner).
The public hearing 
will take place at 
the regular monthly 
meeting of the Vil-
lage Historic Preser-
vation Commission 
on Monday, June 17, 

2019, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Village Hall, 25 Plat-
tekill Avenue, New 
Paltz, New York. The 
Village of New Paltz 
will make every ef-
fort to ensure that 
the public hearing is 
accessible to persons 
with disabilities. Any-
one requiring special 
assistance and/or rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions should contact 
the Commission sec-
retary at hpc@villa-
geofnewpaltz.org at 
least fi ve days prior to 
the hearing date.
The application is 
available for review 
at the Village of New 
Paltz Building Depart-
ment, 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz, 
New York, Monday 
through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

High-end, upholstered
motorized recliner

Smith Brothers - Model #720
~Tan - Like new~

$750 OBO 
(845)255-8004

FOR SALE
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