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Rise against hate
Making New Paltz a hate-free, welcoming environment

by Sharyn Flanagan

A 
GATHERING OF SOME 50-60 people in front of Elting Library as the “Rise 
Against Hate” rally began on Saturday, June 8, soon swelled to a crowd of 
nearly 200 like-minded souls, who came out on a sunny afternoon to stand 
in solidarity against recent incidents of racism and anti-Semitism in New 

Paltz schools.
“We are here not just to denounce hate, but to celebrate love,” said Barbara Upton 

of New Paltz’s Women in Black organization. The group helped organize the rally 
after middle school parents (and spouses) Alexandra Zissu and Olli Chanoff  came to 
them with the idea for a community-wide response to the swastikas found in the mid-
dle and high schools and students calling each other the N-word.

“We believe in the dignity of every human being,” said Upton. “And the best thing 

Paltzonians off er input on Ulster County
Transportation Council rail trail walk

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 16
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The Ulster County Transportation Council, in partnership with the Village of New Paltz, Wallkill Valley Land Trust and 
Historic Huguenot Street have  announced the beginning of a planning and community engagement process addressing 
the future use and design of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail in the Village of New Paltz. A rail trail walk (pictured above) was 
held last Sunday at Sojourner Truth Park on Plains Road in New Paltz.

Abuse
of power
New Paltz teachers claim 
job transfers made in 
retaliation for speaking 
out, decry district’s 
lack of face-to-face 
communication

by Sharyn Flanagan

E
MOTIONS RAN HIGH at the re-
cent Board of Education meet-
ing in New Paltz on Wednesday, 
June 5. Attendees packed the 

room, not only fi lling every chair but 
sitting on every spare inch of carpeting 
and spilling out into the hallway. Many 
were members of the New Paltz United 
Teachers (NPUT) union, who came to 
support each other on a matter they 
said aff ected all of them. 

The public comment portion of the 
meeting lasted nearly three hours, with 
37 people taking the microphone to air 
their grievances with the district (the 
usual number is approximately fi ve 
or six, tops). Several speakers had to 
pause midway through their remarks 
because they got too choked up to 
continue. Tears were shed. And every 
speaker fi nished their statement to vig-
orous applause, that in one case turned 
into a standing ovation, the clapping so 
sustained it became synchronized and 
rhythmic, as if at a rally. 

A Rise Against Hate vigil -- a community response to hateful incidents in our schools and 
beyond -- took place on Saturday in front of Elting Memorial Library in New Paltz.

by Erin Quinn

T
HE WALLKILL VALLEY Rail 
Trail (WVRT) is a 22-mile 
stretch of abandoned railbed 
that was reclaimed by the 

Town and Village of New Paltz in 1991, 
and eventually the Towns of Gardiner, 

Rosendale and Esopus, with an ease-
ment held by the not-for-profi t WVRT as-
sociation. What does the community want 
to see in regard to its linear park? To de-
termine that, the Ulster County Transpor-
tation Council (UCTC) has hired trail and 
park planning fi rm Weintraub/Diaz to lead 
the beginning of a plan that will focus on 

the “future use and design” of the WVRT 
in the heart of the Village of New Paltz. 
The plan will examine the WVRT from 
Plains Road north to Huguenot Street, ap-
proximately 1.5 miles, with a focus on the 
area from Plains Road to Mulberry Street.

After hosting an informational meet-
ing at the New Paltz Community Center 

Continued on page 17
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond
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Bake for the lake

A bake sale to help save Tillson Lake will be held 
on Saturday, June 22 from 5 to 8 p.m. at Stone Wave, 
located at 2694 Route 44-55 in Gardiner.

The event will feature food, baked goods and an 
auction. The cost is $15, $7 for children and free for 
kids under three.

To order tickets, e-mail info @savetillsonlake.org, 
to pay by credit card/PayPal, visit savetillsonlake.org 
or send checks to Friends of Tillson Lake, P.O. Box 
228, Gardiner, NY 12525. 

Dollar General now open
in Highland

Dollar General’s newest store at 3592 Route 9W 
in Highland is now open. In its new location, Dollar 
General will off er area residents a convenient new 
place to shop for everyday essentials at low prices.

Dollar General will celebrate the store’s offi  cial 
grand opening this Saturday, June 15 at 8 a.m. with 
free prizes and special deals. Additionally, the fi rst 
50 adult shoppers at the store will receive a $10 Dol-
lar General gift card and the fi rst 200 shoppers will 
receive a Dollar General tote bag with complimen-
tary product samples, among other giveaways. 

“Dollar General is committed to delivering a pleas-
ant shopping experience that includes a convenient 
location, a wide assortment of merchandise and 
great prices on quality products,” said Dan Nieser, 
Dollar General’s senior vice president of real estate 
and store development. “We hope our area custom-
ers will enjoy shopping at Dollar General’s new loca-
tion.”

Get your kids hooked on fi shing
on Saturday, June 15

There is nothing like a good, old-fashioned morn-
ing of fi shing to kick off  the summer. If you would 
like your kids to learn this fun-fi lled sport, free of 
charge, come to the 15th annual Kids’ All-American 
Fishing Derby this Saturday, June 15 from 8 to 10 
a.m. at the SUNY New Paltz pond. It’s located just 
inside the Route 32 South SUNY New Paltz entrance.

Sponsored by the New Paltz Rotary Club and the 
Town of New Paltz, the event is open to all children 
ages 5 to 12 years old. Fishing gear and bait will be 
provided, and prizes will be awarded to kids who 
catch the smallest, largest and most fi sh. This is a 
catch-and-release tournament, so all fi sh are re-
turned to the pond once they are measured. No 
pre-registration is necessary, but children must be 
accompanied by an adult. For more information, 
contact Toni Hokanson at (845) 797-3063. 

Flower arranging workshop
on June 17 in new Paltz

The New Paltz Garden Club will hold a free work-
shop about fl ower arranging on Monday, June 17, 7 
p.m., at the Reformed Church of New Paltz, located 
at 92 Huguenot Street in New Paltz. The presenter 
will be Billie Stevens. As Garden Club judge emeri-

tus, Stevens will share her expertise and critique the 
arrangements. This workshop will teach participants 
how to create each of the four designs in the club’s 
July fl ower show.

Bring your own fl owers (from your garden or store 
purchased), container or empty jars, oasis and other 
supplies. Snacks and beverages will be provided. 
This event is open to everyone and new members 
are always welcome.

Outsourced next Movies With Spirit 
screening June 15

The cross-cultural romantic comedy Outsourced, 
about a Seattle call-center manager who’s fi red 
and then sent to India to train his replacement, is 
the next Movies With Spirit screening this Saturday 
June 15, 7 p.m., at Vivekananda Retreat, Ridgely, 101 
Leggett Road in Stone Ridge.

The 2007 fi lm by John Jeff coat won 16 critic and 
festival awards, including Best Film at the Seattle 
International Film Festival. The fi lm’s trailer can be 
found on YouTube at tinyurl.com/Outsourced-Mo-

tion-Picture.
The Stone Ridge screening will be followed by a facil-

itated discussion. Refreshments will be served. Attend-
ees over age 12 are asked to contribute $10 a person.

The monthly Movies With Spirit series, organized 
by Gerry Harrington, seeks to stimulate people’s 
sense of joy and wonder, inspire love and compas-
sion, evoke a deepened understanding of people’s 
integral connection with others and with life itself, 
and support individual cultures, faith paths and be-
liefs while simultaneously transcending them.

For more information about “Outsourced” and the 
rest of the series, contact Harrington at (845) 389-
9201 or at gerryharrington@mindspring.com.

A picnic for seniors on June 21
in New Paltz

A picnic for seniors will take place on Friday, June 
21 (rain date Friday, June 28), beginning at noon at 
the Field of Dreams pavilion on Libertyville Road in 
New Paltz. 

Reservations are required; please contact the New 
Paltz Community Center at 255-2512 or e-mail recre-
ation@townofnewpaltz.org for reservations and ad-
ditional information.

HYPE mixer at Arrowood Outpost

The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a HYPE mixer on Tuesday, June 18, 5:30 
p.m., at Arrowood Outpost, located at 3B Church 

New Paltz Regatta will be held on June 23

T
HE NEW PALTZ Regatta will be held on Sunday, June 23 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Re-
gatta will kick off  with live music by Ratboy, Jr. and Yard Sale on the lawn of The Clemson 
Brothers Brewery at The Gilded Otter at 11 a.m. The parade of boats will form at New 
Paltz Village Hall at noon with the pageantry moving down Plattekill Avenue, turning left 

onto Main Street and ending up at the Sojourner Truth Park boat launch on Plains Road for the 
launch into the Wallkill River.

Prize categories this year are: Best in Show, Most Creative, Most Theatrical, the Green Award, 
Funniest, Fastest and Most Likely to Sink.

LAUREN THOMAS

The Ice Cream Float and it's spirited crew on the Wallkill River in 2017.
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Street in New Paltz.
The mixers are open to everyone looking to con-

nect local professionals and entrepreneurs. Start off  
the night by making some lasting fi rst impressions 
and continue the night by sharing experience and 
knowledge. 

For more information and online registration, visit 
newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243. 

Storytime theater program with 
Carolyn Thorenz

Storytime theater with Carolyn Thorenz will be 
held on fi ve consecutive Thursdays July 11 through 
August 8 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Gardiner Li-
brary with the fi nal performance on Thursday, Au-
gust 15. This program is designed for ages 9-11. The 
full series is $25. Pre-register on or before July 3. 

To pre-register for the class, call the library at 255-
1255 or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. Classes take 
place in the library community room. For further 
information, call the number above or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Gardiner Library presents Slow Jam

The Gardiner Library will once again off er Slow Jam 
this Sunday, June 16 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. All musi-
cians and acoustic instruments are welcome. The Slow 
Jam allows those new to playing an acoustic instru-
ment to practice with some friendly, local musicians.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Mixer at Clemson Bros. Brewery
at the Gilded Otter

The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a networking mixer on Thursday, June 13, 
5:30 p.m., at Clemson Bros. Brewery at the Gilded 
Otter, located at 3 Main Street in New Paltz. 

The mixer is open to Chamber members and local 
professionals and entrepreneurs. Come celebrate 
the new owners of the Gilded Otter and make some 
new connections. The event is free for Chamber 
members and $15 for non-members

For more information and online registration, visit 
newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243. 

“In the Footsteps of the Goddess” 
with Hana Maritz in Gardiner

Gardiner Library hosts a slide presentation by 
Hana Maritz entitled “In the Footsteps of the God-
dess, a Journey through Patriarchy to a New Human 
Consciousness” this Saturday, June 15 from 1 to 2 
p.m. The presentation looks at the art and artifacts of 
matrifocal societies to see how our ancestors interpret-
ed their world, and what that reveals about us.

The presentation will take place in the library 
community room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Phillies Bridge Farm Project off ers 
camp scholarships to families in 
need

Phillies Bridge Farm Project off ers a summer farm 
day camp with a STEAM (science, technology, engi-
neering art and math) focus. This not-for-profi t has 
an education mission and off ers camp scholarships 
to those in need.

Thanks to the Thomas & Corinne Nyquist Foun-
dation grant and community donors, the farm has 
been able to off er 75% more scholarships this year 
than last year. Their scholarship application can be 
found on their education page under Farm Summer 
Day Camp.

There are only a few spots of camp still available. 
For more information, call (845) 256-9108 or visit 
PhilliesBridge.org.

Peruvian textile traditions 
presentation by Rosa Madalengoitia

Gardiner Library hosts a presentation by Rosa Ma-
dalengoitia on Wednesday, June 19 from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Peru has a history of intricate and elaborate textiles 
dating back to 600 B.C. Learn about the various 
techniques that have been used since the pre-Inca 

times and how Madalengoitia is keeping these tradi-
tions alive by working with artisan groups in various 
parts of Peru.

The presentation will take place in the library 
community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For fur-
ther information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

Aff ordable health screenings 
coming to Highland 

Residents living in and around Highland can learn 
about their risk for cardiovascular disease, osteopo-
rosis, diabetes and other chronic, serious conditions 
with aff ordable screenings by Life Line Screening 
on July 16 at St. Augustine Parish Gym, located at 35 
Phillips Avenue in Highland.

Screenings can check for:
• The level of plaque buildup in your arteries, re-

lated to risk for heart disease, stroke and overall vas-
cular health.

• Narrowing of the smaller arteries of your ankles 
and feet, called Peripheral Arterial Disease.

• HDL and LDL cholesterol levels.
• Diabetes risk.
• Bone density as a risk for possible osteoporosis.
Screenings are aff ordable, convenient and acces-

sible for wheelchairs and those with trouble walking. 
Free parking is also available. 

Packages start at $149, but consultants will work 
with you to create a package that is right for you 
based on your age and risk factors. Also ask about 
the Wellness Gold Membership Program with allows 
customers to get all the screenings they need now, 
but pay $19.95 a month.

Call 1-877-237-1287 or visit www.lifelinescreening.
com. Pre-registration is required.

Swim lesson registration
at Moriello Pool

Registration for swim lessons at Moriello Pool in 
New Paltz for Summer 2019 will be held at Moriello 
Pool the following dates and times: 

Wednesday, June 12, 19, 26 from 5 to 6:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, June 15, 22, 29 from 5 to 6:30 p.m.; Sun-
day, June 16, 23, 30 from noon to 2 p.m.; Monday, 
July 1 from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

American Red Cross levels 1 through 5 will be of-
fered. Three two-week sessions will be off ered, each 
consisting of six classes: Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday mornings. Level 2-5 classes: 60 minutes 
each class, Level 1 classes: 40 minutes each class. 
The start times for all lessons are between 9:15 and 
11 a.m.

Session 1 meets Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day mornings July 2-11; Session 2 meets July 16-25; 
Session 3 meets July 30 to August 8.

Registration fee: $65 for New Paltz residents and 
$90 for non New Paltz residents.

All fees must be paid at time of registration at 
Moriello Pool. Registration must be done in person 
-- telephone registrations cannot be accepted.

For a complete schedule and details, stop by the 
pool during operating hours -- currently weekends 
from noon to 7 p.m. or during the above registration 
dates and times.

Ribbon cutting at Art JuXtapose

 Join New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce at 
a ribbon cutting for the new art galleryArt JuXtapose 
on Thursday, June 20, 5 p.m., at 430 Main Street in 
Rosendale.

The gallery features artwork exhibited from a va-
riety of disciplines including, painters, sculptors, 
photographers, illustrators, digital artists, furniture 
makers and more. 

For more information and online registration, visit 
newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243.

Rosendale shares

Beginning this year, the Rosendale Farmers’ Market 
has introduced a new initiative. People can spend $5 for 
fi ve tokens that will be available to anyone who needs 
them and can be used at any of the vendors at the mar-
ket. All are welcome to donate and all are welcomed 
to participate.  There is no overhead or administrative 
cost. Donations are distributed dollar for dollar.

Food insecurity is a serious problem in Ulster 
County. About a third of Ulster County school chil-

dren receive free or reduced lunch, an indication 
that people aren’t able to make ends meet. The 
Rosendale Farmers’ Market off ers fresh local food 
and the tokens make this food more aff ordable.

Mel Audette-Diaz art exhibit
at Elting Library

Fear of the dark, or Nyctophobia, is something 
that not only aff ects children but young adults as 
well. Unfortunately, this debilitating fear is not taken 
very seriously; so, in a series of paintings, Mel Au-
dette-Diaz intends to express the intensity and sever-
ity of Nyctophobia and the aff ect it has on people. 
Through this, Audette-Diaz hopes to articulate to 
those who still see it as a ridiculous childhood occur-
rence how truly horrible it can be.

Audette-Diaz’s work will be on display through the 
month of June. There will be a free reception for the 
exhibit on Tuesday, June 18, 7 p.m., in the Steinberg 
Room of the Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 
Main Street in New Paltz. 

Also on display is a second series the artist has 
created exploring the feeling of simultaneous de-
tachment and connection to one’s experiences, self 
and surroundings. While Audette-Diaz works to de-
pict the physical manifestation of this feeling, they 
also hope to imbue this particular mental state to the 
viewer.

Audette-Diaz is a 16-year-old homeschooled artist 
from Ulster County who has been creating art their 
entire life, and the intensity at which they pursue it 
increases year by year. Audette-Diaz works mainly in 
ink and acrylic, but they also experiment with other 
mediums such as watercolor and oils.

The reception is free and open to all, and the work 
can be viewed any time the library is open.

June book club meeting at Elting 
Library

The Elting Library book club will be discussing The 
immortal life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot on 
June 24 from 6 to 7 p.m. at Elting Memorial Library, 
located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists 
know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobac-
co farmer who worked the same land as her slave 
ancestors, yet her cancer cells -- taken without her 
knowledge -- became one of the most important 
tools in medicine.

Feel free to join the meeting even if you have not 
read the book.

Volunteer days coming up at 
Phillies Bridge Farm Project

The Phillies Bridge Farm Project has scheduled 
volunteer days for Saturday, June 15 from 9 a.m. to 
noon and Saturday, June 22 from noon to 3 p.m. Ad-
ditional days are planned for July and August.

What you can sign up to do: Pruning the fence of 
undesirable vines with long handle pruners, light 
weeding, raking, cleaning of tomato stakes, harvest-
ing, room clean-up and more.

Sign up by e-mailing your name and phone num-
ber at info@philliesbridge.org. For more informa-
tion, call (845) 256-9108 or visit PhilliesBridge.org/
volunteer.

Rock and jazz band workshops
for young musicians

New Paltz Rock will off er three one-week summer 
rock band workshops starting July 22 for students 
ages 9-17 who play electric guitar, bass guitar, key-
boards and sing. These workshops are designed to 
give young musicians the experience of playing their 
favorite rock songs in a band.

Also off ered is a jazz workshop for students ages 13-
17 who want to learn how to, or develop their existing 
improvisation skills. In the workshop, students will 
play through some of the classic jazz standards while 
being given the chance to experiment with soloing. 

All workshops run Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Jewish Community Center in New 
Paltz. Under the guidance of director Julian Baker, 
students will learn how to work together while de-
veloping their instrumental skills and building confi -
dence in themselves and their playing.

For additional information and to register, visit 
www.newpaltzrock.com.
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Grant funds for New Paltz

T
HE NEW PALTZ ReUse and Recycling Center took ownership of a new backhoe in early 
May to replace a piece of equipment that was in constant need of repair. The new back-
hoe will be used to manage the town’s registered brush and mulching operation, as well 
as the food waste composting area.  Over 450 tons of brush, leaves and grass are received 

annually to be made into mulch or compost.
NYSDEC grant reimbursement funds from previous projects in the amount of $91,520 were re-

ceived in February, allowing the town to pay in full for its new backhoe with a surplus for future 
programs.

New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil Bettez said, “The grant support provided by the DEC keeps 
brush and other organics from being sent to a landfi ll and helps the town achieve our zero-waste 
goals.”

The New Paltz ReUse and Recycling Center took ownership of this new backhoe in early May.

Police investigate alleged assault
of New Paltz couple

A local couple and musical duo Amy and Rich Dev-
lin were allegedly assaulted on Wednesday night, 
June 5 at approximately 10:20 p.m. walking home on 
Wurts Avenue to their apartment.

According to New Paltz Police Lieutenant Robert 
Lucchesi, the NPPD are “investigating an assault 
complaint,” but could not comment further as it is 
an ongoing investigation. The lieutenant did say that 
the department “is following up on several leads re-
garding the alleged assault.”

A GoFundMe campaign on Facebook has been 
launched by Katherine O’Prey Fuller in an eff ort to 
help the pair which she said had “sustained injuries 
that will heal but the fi nancial burden of legal and 
medical fees is formidable.”

According to these social media posts, Rich is a 
house painter and has sustained broken ribs that will 
prevent him from working. To that end, the GoFund-
Me page has already surpassed its goal of $4,000 as 
of June 11.

There were several suggestions that the couple was 
assaulted by at least “four teenagers,” but the police 
would not comment any further until their investi-
gation has been concluded on the alleged assaults. 
Meanwhile, friends continue to send well-wishes to 
the couple via social media sites. Barbara Carroll 
wrote on the Facebook fundraising page “New Paltz 
folk help New Paltz folk.”

“Neighbors and Snugs Fam, I really wish you the 
best through this tough time,” wrote Dan Pomarico-
Maxson.

“Rich and Amy have given so much to the New 
Paltz community by sharing their love of music, 
playing gigs throughout town and Kingston. They 
also have played at countless musical benefi ts for 
others in New Paltz,” wrote O’Prey Fuller.

The New Paltz Times/Hudson Valley One will follow 
up on this story as more details become available.

-- Erin Quinn

Energy administrator selected

The New Paltz conversion to community choice 
aggregation will be administered by Joule Energy Re-
duction Associates, one of two fi rms authorized to 
do this work in the state. Under community choice 
aggregation, or CCA, the administrator will off er a 
public information campaign to negotiate electric-
ity rates with a provider, and that chosen company 
will become the default choice in New Paltz. Right 
now the default is Central Hudson, but any resident 
has the right to contract with another energy service 
company. That right to make a diff erent choice will 
remain, but local offi  cials expect that the cheapest 
electricity will be through whichever provider is se-
lected. As is the case now, a portion of the electric 
bill would go to Central Hudson for distribution.

Joule offi  cials will likely be asked to seek out 100% 
green power for the default choice, with the codicil 
that it cost less than the Central Hudson alterna-
tive. A second choice plan will focus on the least 
expensive power possible, regardless of the source. 
In time, it’s hoped that green power is always the 
cheapest, but this “opt-over” choice will allow resi-
dents who fi nd the cost of green power prohibitive 
still to participate in the CCA plan.

A 60-day period of intensive public education will 
now begin before the plan is fi nalized.

-- Terence P Ward

We drive too much

Former New Paltz mayor Jason West brought to 
the June 6 joint meeting of town and village boards 
of New Paltz the results of a greenhouse gas inven-
tory he was hired to complete, and the message was 
clear: in New Paltz, the biggest culprits are internal 
combustion engines. All told, 93% of greenhouse 
gases outside of local government come from driv-
ing. Including the stretch of Thruway which passes 
through town, that’s 120,000 metric tons of carbon-
dioxide equivalent gases; without the interstate, the 
number drops to 66,000 metric tons. According to a 
recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
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report, a reduction of 30,000 metric tons (from the 
66,000) is what’s needed in New Paltz to pull the lo-
cal share of the weight in avoiding human extinction. 
That could be achieved by planting 1.4 million ma-
ture trees (at a cost of $550 million), or spending $65 
million to install 160,000 solar panels — assuming 
room could be found to site them all. Breaking down 
the numbers further, only six percent of greenhouse 
gas production comes from residential energy pro-
duction. Of the traffi  c, 45% of it is on the Thruway 
itself, and 92% of vehicle traffi  c in New Paltz takes 
place outside the village line.

Recognizing that the cost examples are hard to 
grasp, West presented other alternatives. First, he 
thinks that lobbying for change at the state and feder-
al level is very important. “We cannot do this alone,” 
he said. West also suggested revisiting the 2007 plan 
of transportation and land use in New Paltz; that 
report included recommendations like increasing 
development density in the village core. Increased 
density was one of the benefi ts touted for the NBR 
district along North Chestnut Street, but trustees late 
last year knocked the maximum height there from 
four stories down to three in part because neighbors 
didn’t want to see buildings that tall near the historic 
district.

“We have to do everything, and we still might not 
get there,” said Supervisor Neil Bettez.

Rogers sees a way forward which, while it’s not yet 
politically easy, would likely have a strong impact: 
“make gas more expensive.”

-- Terence P Ward

Transfer of wealth

There’s a push by county legislators to their state 
counterparts to open up a new source of open-space 
funding in Ulster County: a real-estate transfer tax. 
If the measure is approved in Albany, it would make 
it possible to pass a local law in the town or village 
to create a transfer tax to fund open-space acquisi-
tions. Town of New Paltz offi  cials eagerly signed on, 
but no vote happened among village trustees at the 
joint meeting last week because Mayor Tim Rogers 
was skeptical.

There were a couple of concerns Rogers raised. 
For one, the purpose of the tax isn’t necessarily 
open space; it would instead be determined in the 
local law itself. His colleagues weren’t immediately 
sure how wide-ranging that purpose might be. In 
addition, Rogers said, “I would rather do something 
to protect as many taxpayers as possible,” and “not 
just wealthy people who have open space to pro-
tect.” Rogers sees the price of open space which is 

sold to be protected as often infl ated, and thinks that 
there may be other ways to solve the problem which 
are more equitable.

-- Terence P Ward

Lighting up the landfi ll

After deep study by members of an ad-hoc com-
mittee, it's time to fi nd out if building solar panels 
atop the capped town landfi ll is economically fea-
sible. New Paltz Town Board members voted at their 
June 6 meeting to publish a request for proposals to 
do that work.

According to committee member Cara Lee, the 
189-acre town property on which the landfi ll sits has 
eight to ten acres which may be suitable for a solar 
farm of some kind, which could produce one or two 
megawatts of electricity. That's enough to power 200 
to 400 homes. The property is also home to a BMX 
track, park, transfer station and recycling center.

Ted Nitza told council members that the RFP draft 
allows for the selection of the best bid, regardless of 
price; this makes it possible to weigh details like the 
use of local workers and businesses heavier. Com-
mittee members are prepared to review the bids 
themselves fi rst and make recommendations based 
on their research.

Council members voted to distribute the RFP im-
mediately, with bidding open as of July 26. Potential 
bidders will have an opportunity to look at the site, 
as well as submit questions. Answers to those ques-
tions will be distributed to all bidders to maintain a 
level of fairness in the process.

-- Terence P Ward

Changing faces

Lee Ann Maloney, who has worked at the Town of 
New Paltz's Reuse Center for several years, thanked 
town council members last week for the opportunity 
and let them know that she's willing to do the job again. 
With her came support: town resident Rebecca Rotzler 
spoke of Maloney's termination as a "severe injustice" 
given her work on a program "which is a model" for 
others in the area and more broadly. Rotzler had a peti-
tion asking for reinstatement, which she said had been 
signed by nearly a hundred people.

Maloney was led to believe her work termination 
was a budgetary decision, but when asked about it, 
Supervisor Neil Bettez declined to comment on the 
grounds that it was, in fact, a personnel matter.

-- Terence P Ward
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Playground 
planning
New Paltz offi  cials discuss 
providing additional access to 
the Moriello Park playground

T
HE PLAYGROUND AT Hasbrouck Park in 
New Paltz will likely be closed this fall as 
community members replace it with a 
brand-new model. That makes providing 

access to the Moriello Park playground all the more 
important. Full-time access to that playground was 
cut off  when it was fenced in with the pool a number 
of years ago. That decision was good for pool users 
who wish their children contained, but not as good 
for town residents who don’t wish to pay extra to 
gain access to the playground when they don’t want 
to swim.

The current plan is to replace the gate with a 
smaller, pedestrian gate which can be left open until 
dark. The playground will continue to be off -limits to 
taxpayers who don’t pay pool fees until the pool is 
closed for the season.

-- Terence P Ward

Sprinkling of details

Village and town of New Paltz offi  cials are close to 
passing similar laws requiring sprinklers in homes, 
but they are wrestling with how quickly and how 
widely to require them. The sprinklers in question 
are not designed to put out fi res; rather, they sup-
press the fl ames along exit paths to make it as easy as 
possible to get out alive. Modern building materials, 
which are largely manmade, burn more quickly than 
wood and brick from days of yore, and seconds count. 
Getting residents out before fi refi ghters arrive also 
means that no dangerous rescues must be enacted.

Village trustee William Wheeler Murray wants to 
see sprinklers in all rental properties, and no one at 

the table during last week’s joint board meeting was 
opposed to providing that additional level of protec-
tion. Town supervisor Neil Bettez saw it as one way 
to address the declining number of volunteer fi re-
fi ghters, as well. Mayor Tim Rogers, for his part, is 
concerned that the law be implemented in a rational 
way. If rentals should be converted, he asked, why 
not owner-occupied homes as well?

One reason that was brought up by Bettez and 
deputy mayor KT Tobin is that renters often have a 
lot of stuff , which can result in clutter and reduce 
safe pathways out. David Brownstein wondered if 
an extra measure like sprinklers is needed when the 
owner doesn't live in the property, perhaps presum-
ing that an owner-occupant might have a familial or 
other strong bonds with every resident which might 

manifest is checking on wellbeing, while individual 
tenants unrelated to one another may not know 
when their neighbors are even home. Rogers point-
ed out that village law is "agnostic" regarding how 
people in a given house are related; an attempt to 
regulate on that basis was fl oated during the Dungan 
administration, but it proved diffi  cult to fi gure out a 
way to enforce it.

Even proving that the building owner lives in the 
building is not particularly easy, but there was a gen-
eral sense that when the owner doesn't live there, 
the building tends to be treated diff erently. How to 
capture that diff erence in law has yet to be deter-
mined.

-- Terence P Ward

LAUREN THOMAS

The playground at Moriello Park in New Paltz.
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The prevailing spirit, as the hours went on, felt 
more like being at a revival meeting than a Board 
of Education meeting. Those attending were so en-
gaged, it seemed, they could not but help joining 
in to support each other, with call-and-response 
throughout not usually heard in that setting. Speak-
ers’ remarks were punctuated by a continual fl ow of 
sympathetic cries from those gathered of “you tell 
‘em,” and “mm-hmm,” and “oh yeah,” and “that’s 
right!”

Adding to the emotional tenor in the room was the 

board’s insistence upon speakers not mentioning 
any person’s name or position in their comments. 
According to board president Michael O’Donnell, 
that’s a board policy. “We’re under threat from an 
external organization to adhere to that or we will be 
compelled to do so,” he said. “Please adhere to that 
policy.” One trustee was heard to mutter to herself 
under her breath, “We could be sued.”

It was a fi rst, for this reporter, in years of cover-
ing school board meetings, to hear such a policy in-
voked. And those speaking seemed to be caught off  
guard by the directive, as well; unprepared to edit 
their prepared comments that were, in fact, based 
on naming names and talking about positions. When 
public comments began and O’Donnell repeatedly 
stopped a speaker from using a name or position, 
those listening cried out in frustration, one calling 
out, “Oh my God, how is she supposed to talk? What 
is she supposed to say?”

The teachers were angry and frustrated with the 
district over several employment situations. They 
were not happy about the elimination of the four 
sys-ops positions in the coming school year; the 
systems operation specialists who work as technol-
ogy assistants to the teachers at each of the schools, 
helping students navigate complicated software. But 
their particular focus was what they characterized 
as unwarranted, unwanted transfers of longtime 
teachers to assignments elsewhere in the district, 
far removed from their fi eld of expertise. Claims of 
retaliation (for speaking out against district admin-
istration) were made as the believed motivation 
for the involuntary transfers. In addition, while the 
teachers expected two teaching positions to be elim-
inated, as was stated in the budget recently passed, 
a third teacher in the district was also unexpectedly 
let go; a loss from their ranks that the teachers were 
unprepared for and decidedly upset about.

They were also troubled by the manner in which 

Abuse of power
(Continued from page 1) 

the changes in personnel were delivered: by a note 
in the teachers’ mailboxes the Friday prior. No con-
versation or personal contact came from the district 
superintendent, they said, to tell teachers of years’ 
duration in the district that they no longer had jobs 
come September, or were being sent to the middle 
or high school to teach after many years teaching 
early childhood education.

The fi rst speaker, NPUT president Arielle Chiger, in 

response to repeated interruptions from the board 
president, stopping her from naming names or posi-
tions, said, “I’m going to ask that you let the public 
hear what has happened, and let me fi nish without 
interrupting, please.” 

“We have no choice,” O’Donnell said, seeming 
equally frustrated.

Chiger’s continued remarks were pointed. “You 
have gutted us,” she said of the personnel changes 
made at Duzine Elementary.

Second grade teacher Lisa Hasbrouck, a 24-year 
veteran of the district, said she felt “targeted, si-
lenced, shamed and ghosted” by district adminis-
tration for speaking out on an administrative mat-
ter last fall, and attributed her transfer to the high 
school to retaliation. Her co-teaching partner of 

LAUREN THOMAS

The New Paltz Board of Education.

“A� er 24 years, I wasn’t even 
given a face -to-face meeting 

that I was being taken 
from my Duzine home and 
family,” said second grade 

teacher Lisa Hasbrouck.

Board of education member 
Sophia Skiles said that 

no matter what decisions 
are made, “how they are 
made and how they are 

communicated needs to 
change… The way we treat 
each other has to change. 
Some of this stress comes 
with change, but some of 

this reads to me as deeply 
unnecessary.”

seven years, Michele Favale, will remain at the el-
ementary school. “I’m being taken from one of the 
longest and most experienced and successful part-
nerships in the district; the team that was constantly 
asked by administrators to train and demonstrate, 
and who were given accolades regarding our rela-
tionship and the primary program we created. The 
team that developed a rigorous and fun program 
that engaged and included all children of all needs… 
That program is being thrown away along with all 
our hard work… And after 24 years, I wasn’t even 
given a face-to-face meeting that I was being taken 
from my Duzine home and family.”

According to Hasbrouck and Favale’s web page 
on the district website, co-teaching involves sharing 
responsibility for the students assigned to a class-
room, creating a more eff ective way for students to 
learn from two (or more) teachers who have diff er-
ent ways of thinking or teaching and likening such a 
partnership to a marriage.

Hasbrouck spoke of the accumulated experience 
she has working in early childhood education that 
will now be lost to those students and not applicable 
to teaching high school students. The state no lon-
ger even off ers certifi cation to teachers to instruct 
all grades, she noted, because it’s accepted now that 
diff erent grades need diff erent types of teaching 
expertise. To put a longstanding elementary teach-
er into the high school is “like making a heart sur-
geon do brain surgery,” she said. “They both went 
to medical school, but would you like that doctor 
operating on your loved one? It’s time to be honest 
about whose interests are being looked after… Stop 
demonstrating that if teachers speak out, they will 
be punished.”

One teacher after another took the microphone, 
as did a number of district parents, all asking the 
board and superintendent to reconsider their prac-
tices and to rescind the transfers and the unexpected 
elimination of a third teacher beyond the expected 
two. It would take this entire newspaper to report 
the nearly three hours of anger and frustration ex-
pressed.

When the public comment session eventually 
ended at 10 p.m., the board members and Superin-
tendent Maria Rice seemed visibly shaken. A brief re-
cess was called, which is nearly unheard of in these 
meetings, which often go on for four (long) hours at 
a stretch. Board president O’Donnell said that when 
the meeting reconvened, the board would discuss 
what had been brought up in public comment; a 
new practice they were adopting, he said.

After the break, however, there was scant dis-
cussion. Trustee Teresa Thompson said she had to 
“take in” what had been spoken of before she had 
anything to say. The only other board member to 
speak, Sophia Skiles, appeared to be deeply moved 
as she acknowledged what she’d heard and the raw 
emotions expressed. No matter what decisions are 
made, she said, “how they are made and how they 
are communicated needs to change… The way we 
treat each other has to change. Some of this stress 
comes with change, but some of this reads to me as 
deeply unnecessary.”

Speaking directly to her fellow board members, 
Skiles spoke gently, her voice quavering slightly with 
emotion. “I don’t ever want to see this again, in this 
way,” she said, “to have such an asymmetry of love and 
support for this community feel so disrespected.” ++
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NEW PALTZ  | SCHOOLS

Request 
denied
New Paltz High School 
graduation will be held in 
the SUNY New Paltz gym

by Sharyn Flanagan 

D
ESPITE RECEIVING A letter signed by 
more than 100 New Paltz High School 
graduating seniors asking to hold their 
commencement ceremony on the football 

fi eld, as has been the tradition over the years, school 
offi  cials have denied the students’ petition and will 
hold graduation in the SUNY New Paltz gymnasium 
on Wednesday, June 26.

Several weeks ago, at their regular meeting on 
May 22, the New Paltz Central School District Board 
of Education heard from the 2019 senior class presi-
dent, Evan Holland-Shepler, who read from the let-
ter signed by 100+members of the graduating class. 
Speaking on their behalf, he urged the BOE to recon-
sider the plan to hold graduation in the SUNY New 

Paltz gym, noting that the students wanted to gradu-
ate “on our turf.”

Earlier in the year, he told the board, he and oth-
er class offi  cers were told they could choose where 
graduation would be held. “We requested the foot-
ball fi eld, but were denied by Ms. Rice [Superinten-
dent of Schools Maria Rice] on the premise that the 
SUNY gym is already printed on the school calen-
dar.”

Having received no resolution either way after the 
May 22 board meeting, Holland-Shepler attended 
the June 5 BOE meeting to again ask for a change of 
graduation location. “For one last time, please, I ask 
the board to respect the wishes of our graduating 
class, and move our graduation to our high school 
football fi eld.”

Superintendent Rice responded to the students 
the next day by email, denying their request based 
on “the logistics necessary to make the change at 
this late date.”

When asked for comment, Holland-Shepler said, 
“The board and superintendent showed no desire to 
set up any lines of communications with students, 
deciding instead to email an unexplained denial, cit-
ing ‘logistics’ instead of saying anything specifi c.”

"I have learned much in my 12 years in this dis-
trict,” he added, “but over the past few weeks, while 
advocating for students, I learned something else. 
There are severe lapses in communication and coor-
dination between the board and administration and 
students in the district. Ms. Rice, in particular, has 
shown no interest in communicating with students, 
teachers, and members of the community. Students 
and teachers feel sidelined and alienated from a hos-
tile administration, and our graduation is just one 
small symptom of this problem. It is ample time for 
Ms. Rice to retire for real, now. I hope that distressed 
students, teachers and members of this community 

join this call to set our district back on a student-fo-
cused path.” ++

High school graduation in New Paltz 
and Highland

Highland and New Paltz schools will celebrate com-
mencement for graduating seniors this month, with 
eighth graders in both districts participating in moving-
up ceremonies. Students at New Paltz High School will 
claim their diplomas on Wednesday, June 26 at 6 p.m. 
Graduation ceremonies will be held at SUNY New Paltz. A 
PTSA-sponsored reception will follow. Any changes that 
need to be made will be posted on the school’s website at 
www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us.

Eighth grade students in New Paltz will mark the 
occasion of moving up to high school at a moving-up 
ceremony to be held Wednesday, June 26, 9 a.m., at 
the  SUNY New Paltz campus.

Graduates of Highland High School will don cap and 
gown on Wednesday, June 26 at 7 p.m. Commence-
ment ceremonies will be held on the football fi eld.

Youngsters in Highland moving up from eighth 
grade to high school will celebrate the transition in 
a moving-up ceremony held Tuesday, June 25, 6:30 
p.m., at the high school gymnasium.

New Paltz High School ranked 
among nation’s best 

New Paltz High School (NPHS) has been named 
one of the top high schools in America, according to 
U.S. News & World Report, which recently released its 
annual report on America’s best high schools. U.S. 
News ranked more than 17,000 public high schools 
in 50 states and the District of Columbia, evaluat-
ing them on college readiness, reading and math 
profi ciency, reading and math performance, under-

“Students and teachers 
feel sidelined and 

alienated from a hostile 
administration, and our 

graduation is just one small 
symptom of this problem,” 
said senior class president, 

Evan Holland-Shepler

served student performance, college curriculum 
breadth and graduation rates. 

NPHS came in at number 2,257, placing the school 
in the 87th percentile. New Paltz Central School 
District Superintendent Maria Rice said the entire 
school community should be proud of the high 
school’s success.

“While this is not a surprise, it speaks to the hard 
work and dedication of our staff  and students at ev-
ery level, and is a testament to the strong, focused 
and experienced leadership of principal Barbara 
Clinton,” said Rice. “We also know that success at 
the high school level doesn’t happen in a vacuum. 
The foundation is laid at the elementary schools and 
continues to strengthen at each level,” added Rice.

This is not the fi rst time that NPHS has earned a 
spot on a prestigious ranking list. Past accomplish-
ments include: a listing on The Daily Beast Top High 
School’s list (which compares schools by gradua-
tion and college acceptance rates, as well as their 
academic rigor and student performance on college 
admission exams); twice named as a New York State 
Rewards School (which recognizes schools that dem-
onstrate either high academic achievement or sig-
nifi cant progress with minimal gaps in achievement 
among diff erent student populations); and an im-
pressive eleven-time listing by the Washington Post 
as one of America’s Most Challenging High Schools. 
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A previous New Paltz High School graduation at SUNY New Paltz.

Congratulations
Graduates

CELEBRATE ALL DAY!
BAGELS • CROISSANTS • HARD ROLLS • DANISH

PANINIS • SANDWICHES • SALADS
ICED COFFEE • SMOOTHIES • CAPPUCCINO

Graduation Cakes

THE BAKERY
7 Days • 13a North Front St., New Paltz
255-8840 • www.ilovethebakery.com

DOWNLOAD OUR 
MOBILE APP!

Place orders, loyalty punch card, 
scratch off for free prizes, and more!

317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ
Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card

RAYBRADLEYFARM.COM • 845.255.8769

COME HUNGRY, LEAVE HAPPY 
ALL WEEKEND

Friday Happy Hour - Tacos with all the sides ($13)
Live Music 5-8 PM

Saturday - Farm fresh lunch, 12-2 PM

SUNDAY - FATHER’S DAY  
FISH FESTIVAL

12-3 PM with Hudson Valley 
Seafood - Great Food, Salmon or 
Clams with all the sides ($20),  

Live Music, Growler Fill and  
Pop up Seafood Market 



 New Paltz Times 8 •  June 13, 2019

ROSENDALE  | TOWN BOARD

by Frances Marion Platt

M
OTORISTS SEEKING A detour around 
downtown Rosendale on the fi rst 
morning of this year’s Street Festival, 
on Saturday, July 20, may be in for a 

hulk of a problem, depending on the pace of fi lming 
an automobile accident scene for the upcoming HBO 
miniseries I Know This Much Is True. The Rosendale 
Town Board gave conditional approval last week to 
the site plan for the shoot, scheduled to take place 

over three successive nights, July 17 to 19, on Binne-
water Road. The road is often used as an alternative 
to Route 213 during the Rosendale Street Festival, 
during which the Main Street business district is 
closed off  to auto traffi  c.

“We’re doing a large car crash on Binnewater,” 
HBO assistant location manager Nicholas Pray ex-
plained to the board at its June 5 meeting. “We’ll 
probably do it a hundred times.” The stunt will re-
quire building a rig around an existing hollow, dead 
tree located on property at 155 Binnewater Road, 

Site plan
Mark Ruff alo HBO series to fi lm auto wreck
on Binnewater Road in Rosendale July 17-19

Pray said, and require closure of the section of the 
road between August Lane and Lucas Avenue from 
8 p.m. to 6 a.m. on the three nights scheduled. Twin 
Lakes Resort in the Town of Hurley will be used as 
the production’s “base camp” during this phase of 
shooting.

The board’s main concern was what would hap-
pen if the Binnewater Road shoot did not wrap on 
time in the wee hours of Saturday morning before 
the festival. “That end of our town gets all the traffi  c 
diverted from Main Street,” town supervisor Jeanne 
Walsh pointed out. “Binnewater needs to be open by 
6 a.m. There’s no other place to put a detour…Also, 
the police are needed down on Main Street after that 
time.” Pray assured the board that the worst-case 
scenario would involve trucks loading off -road at the 
shooting location on the morning in question. “We 
work with a guy whose mentality is, ‘We shoot till it’s 
done.’ But nobody really wants to be there at 6 a.m.”

The nighttime auto wreck involves one of the iden-
tical twin brothers, Dominick and Thomas Birdsey, 
portrayed by Mark Ruff alo, who is also executive 
producing the series. According to Pray, the actor 
will have to return to the accident scene in the au-
tumn as the other twin. “He has to come back fat and 
bald,” the location manager noted.

Based on the 1998 novel of the same name by Wally 
Lamb, I Know This Much Is True is set primarily in the 
1990s, with fl ashbacks to earlier decades of the 20th 
century, which are being fi lmed mainly in Pough-
keepsie’s Little Italy neighborhood. Thomas suff ers 
from paranoid schizophrenia, and Dominick struggles 
to have him released from a mental hospital when he 
learns that patients are being abused. His eff orts lead 
to unnerving revelations about family history, some of 
them involving sets of twins from earlier generations. 
Also in the cast are Melissa Leo, Rosie O’Donnell, Ar-
chie Panjabi, Imogen Poots, Juliette Lewis and Kathryn 
Hahn. Derek Cianfrance, whose 2012 movie The Place 
Beyond the Pines was also shot in the Hudson Valley, is 
the screenwriter and director.

The production of the miniseries has already run 
into a serious hitch, when a major fi re on May 9 con-
sumed an automobile dealership on Main Street in 
Ellenville where a scene was to be shot, destroying 
a fl eet of vintage cars assembled for the shoot.  Nev-
ertheless, production continues close to schedule, 
according to Pray, who said that working in coopera-
tion with host municipalities is an important part of 
his job. “You tell us how to do it,” he told the board. 
“We are your guests.”

The Town Board voted unanimously to approve 
the site plan, contingent upon provision of a certifi -
cate of insurance and approval from local police and 
fi re offi  cials. ++
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This image shows the location where the north end of Binnewater Road meets Lucas Avenue in Rosendale.

Our goal is to create beautiful, healthy smiles 
for our patients that will be valued for a lifetime!
Our team works togeth-
er to create a comfort-
able and stress-free 
experience for you. We 
provide leading edge 
orthodontic care using 
a range of treatment 
options, including tradi-
tional braces, clear brac-
es and Invisalign’s vir-
tually invisible aligners. 
Specialist Orthodontist 
Dr. Ahmed Mansour 
is highly experienced 
in his field and works 
closely with your gen-
eral dentist throughout 
your treatment.

CALL TODAY 
FOR YOUR 

APPOINTMENT
RHINEBECK 
845-876-5787

KINGSTON 
845-853-8073

NEW PALTZ 
845-592-2292Dr. Ahmed Mansour

State-of-the-Art Technology
Affordable Treatment Options
Flexible Appointments

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating



June 14, 2012  •  9  June 13, 2019 • 9  New Paltz Times 

by Frances Marion Platt

T
HE GARDINER DEMOCRATIC Party has 
made its nominations for the November 
2019 elections, and there are no big sur-
prises this year: All four candidates are in-

cumbents. Marybeth Majestic will be the nominee 
for town supervisor, Laura Walls and Franco Carucci 
for Town Board and Bruce Blatchly for town justice. 
No one stepped forward to contest the nominations.

The June 9 caucus meeting at Town Hall began with 
a resounding round of applause for Gardiner Demo-
cratic Committee (GDC) member Barbara Sides, who 
is retiring after decades of service and local activism. 
GDC vice-chair Lisa Lindsley, who was chairing the 
meeting, then announced that Majestic, Carucci and 
Blatchly had already been endorsed by the committee.

Majestic’s name was placed in nomination by her 
longtime friend Beverly Tantillo, who cited the su-
pervisor’s long history of volunteerism in the town 
prior to being elected to her current post. “As super-
visor, Marybeth has been open to all questions and 
concerns by residents,” Tantillo said. Bruce Blatchly 
seconded the nomination, saying, “She knows ev-
erything about the town and how it runs.” Accepting 
the nomination, Majestic observed, “Government 
moves slowly. It takes a long time to get things done…
that’s why it’s important to keep me on as supervi-
sor. This board works very well together. When we 
don’t agree, we agree to disagree, and work together 
to come up with solutions.”

Debra Clinton made the motion to nominate 
Franco Carucci, who was recently appointed to fi ll 
the Town Board seat vacated when Mike Reynolds 
moved out of the township. Citing his volunteer 
activities with Climate Smart Gardiner and Move 
Forward, Clinton described Carucci as “passion-
ate, dedicated, determined…a person who follows 
through, and defi nitely a taskmaster.” But she also 
noted that Carucci and his wife Rebecca are vegans 
who “walk the walk and talk the talk,” most recently 
by adopting a rescue pig. Councilman David Dukler 
seconded the nomination, saying, “We couldn’t do 
better than to have Franco on the board.”

“I hope to make Gardiner proud,” said Carucci in 
accepting the nomination. He later acknowledged 
that his brief tenure so far on the Town Board did 
not yet constitute much of a basis for a campaign for 
a full term, but said that he found the prospect excit-
ing: “I’m crazy enough to say I’m looking forward to 
the November election. There’s lots of work to do in 
the next few months. But it’ll be more on my record 
on other community service and other things that 
I’ve done for the town.”

Laura Walls’ name was put in nomination by Ma-

rybeth Majestic, who called herself “fortunate to 
have Laura as my deputy supervisor.” She rattled 
off  a long list of local laws proposed, adopted or up-
dated utilizing Walls’ legal expertise since she was 
returned to the board in 2016, reiterating that it was 
“important to have continuity in our government as 
we move forward.” In seconding the nomination, 
Dukler, who also has a shared history with Walls of 
serving on the New Paltz Central School District’s 
Board of Education, pointed out that the nominee 
also spends “hours and hours at home” researching 
laws in other municipalities dealing with compa-

rable issues. “Laura is someone I emulate in public 
service,” he said. In accepting the nomination, Walls 
called the demands of the Town Board position “all 
nuts and bolts” and modestly deferred much of the 
credit for the town’s progress to other volunteers, 
noting, “We get so much done because we get so 
much help in the community.”

Longtime town justice Bruce Blatchly was nomi-
nated by his law partner, Jon Simonson, who said that 
Blatchly not only “has an unwavering moral compass, 
but he also has common sense.” Blatchly’s wife sec-
onded the nomination, leading him to quip, “It’s a 
great day for a small-town attorney when your partner 
and your wife have nothing bad to say against you.” 
He noted that several challenges were in the offi  ng for 
local judges in the near future, including a new bail 
reform law that takes eff ect January 1 that “eliminates 
cash bail in almost all circumstances.”

Before adjourning the caucus, Lisa Lindsley point-
ed out that recent actions by the New York State Leg-
islature meant that nine days of early voting – from 
October 26 to November 3 – would take place prior 

to the November 5 general election, with early vot-
ing sites to be designated in Plattekill and New Paltz. 
She also reminded local voters that the Gardiner Li-
brary Board was collecting signatures for a petition 
to place a referendum on the Election Day ballot that 
would grant the library its fi rst budget increase since 
2008. “The cost to each of us would be less than the 
cost of a hardcover book,” Lindsley said. ++

Gardiner names Richard Cerruto
to ZBA

The Town of Gardiner has been struggling for many 
months now with vacancies occurring on a wide va-
riety of boards and committees, which at times have 
made it diffi  cult to achieve a quorum. Aggressive re-
cruitment eff orts -- and in some cases, reformulations 
of the municipal bodies’ mandates and designated 
minimum number of members -- have recently result-
ed in a nearly full complement of volunteers, with only 
the Environmental Conservation Commission still ad-
vertising on the town website for openings to be fi lled.

The last piece fell into place for the Zoning Board 
of Appeals at the June 4 Gardiner Town Board meet-
ing. The board voted to appoint 56-year-old resi-
dent Richard Cerruto to fi ll a vacancy on that board, 
which meets monthly as needed.

With a BS degree in Electrical Engineering from 
Clarkson University and an MS in Computer Science 
from Fairleigh Dickinson University, and a long and 
successful career marketing software quality assur-
ance tools in the Asia/Pacifi c region, Cerruto’s back-
ground doesn’t match the usual land-use profi le for 
a ZBA or Planning Board member. But he took an op-
portunity for early retirement in 2014 when the soft-
ware fi rm of which he was a vice president, Coverity, 
was acquired by another company, Synopsys, which 
left him with time on his hands and a hankering to 
become a community volunteer. “Currently retired, 
I devote myself to volunteer activities, athletics and 
mentoring,” he writes in his online bio.

Cerruto’s marketing position was based in Tokyo, 
so he’s fl uent in Japanese. He has earned a brown 
belt in Brazilian jiu-jitsu, has won several medals in 
World Masters competitions and now coaches for 
the Black Hole Jiu-Jitsu school in New Paltz. He also 
currently serves as president of the Northeastern 
Woodworkers’ Association.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Clarion call for continuity
Gardiner Dems nominate Majestic, Walls, Carucci, Blatchly for reelection

GARDINER  | ELECTIONS

“This board works very well 
together,” said Marybeth 
Majestic. “When we don’t 

agree, we agree to disagree, 
and work together to come 

up with solutions.”

Serve Your Dad
Breakfast in Bed

BAGELS • CROISSANTS • HARD ROLLS • DANISH 
FRUIT TARTS • MUFFINS • CINNAMON BUNS 

COOKIES • ICED COFFEE • SMOOTHIES

FATHER’S DAY CAKES

ORDER YOUR GRADUATION CAKES

THE BAKERY 
7 DAYS 13A FRONT STREET, NEW PALTZ  255-8840

www.ilovethebakery.com

DOWNLOAD OUR 
MOBILE APP!

Place orders, loyalty punch card, 
scratch off for free prizes, and more!

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528

Auto
Home 

 Motorcycle
Boat 

Business
FOX
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

Always ahead of the pack

845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

— Reserve Now For —
FATHER’S DAY!
Brunch 11am - 3pm • Dinner 4 - 7pm

~ Reservations Essential ~

Our screened porches & patio are  OPEN!
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GARDINER  | BUSINESS

by Frances Marion Platt

J
ELLY IS KID stuff , right? Something you 
outgrew a long time ago, except for maybe 
a rare PB&J when the cold cuts are all gone 
and you’re waiting on your next paycheck to 

go grocery-shopping? Maybe it’s time to rethink that 
prejudice. Some Gardiner-based entrepreneurs, do-
ing business under the name of Doc Schwarz Wine 
Jelly, are brewing up new jelly fl avors that will have 
you looking for innovative culinary uses for what 
used to be a humble sandwich spread.

The business is rooted in the home winemaking 
hobby that the actual Doc – Eric Schwarz, whose 
PhD is in Electrical Engineering – took up in the early 
2000s, along with a group of friends. Using grapes 
sourced in California, Chile and Italy, some of their 
product was eminently drinkable; some ended up 
getting poured down the drain, according to Eric’s 
wife, Roberta Schwarz.

Roberta became friends with another Gardiner 
resident, Donna Petereit, during a long tenure to-
gether of working as teachers’ aides for the New Paltz 
Central School District. Donna loves to cook, can 
and preserve locally grown produce: “I made fruit 
jams for years; I pickle. I know the whole process,” 
she says. When Donna retired, the two women start-
ed discussing the possibility of starting up a small 
business together. They began renting commercial 
kitchens periodically and experimenting with reci-
pes, some of them incorporating Doc’s wines that 
didn’t get drunk up immediately.

Inspired by reading a biography of Emily Dickin-
son that mentioned the poet entering food contests 
at local fairs, Roberta inquired whether wine was a 
category for judged competition in the Ulster Coun-
ty Fair. It wasn’t, she was told. But of course, jams, 
jellies and preserves are a time-honored country fair 
staple. The two friends put their heads together and 
decided to try to make some jellies from wine.

“We had two weeks to fi gure it out. The stove was 
going constantly,” Roberta recalls. She brought in 
her two sons, Zachary and Steve, to assist with the 
process, and the jelly-making team carefully moni-
tored all the variables of ingredients, proportions – 
especially how much pectin to use – cooking time, 
temperature and humidity. The business partners 
aren’t sharing any trade secrets, but after several 
failed batches, they hit on the magic formula – “on 
Friday at nine o’clock at night, just before the fair,” 
Roberta relates.

On the day of the judging, they got an excited call 
from a friend that one of their entries had won Sec-
ond Prize. Roberta stopped by the fair to see the evi-
dence, and was shocked to discover that another fl a-
vor they’d entered had won not only First Prize, but 

also Best in Show in the jams, jellies and preserves 
category. “There were so many ribbons you couldn’t 
see the jar,” she says, her voice still fi lled with won-
derment.

After that, there was no question but that Doc 
Schwarz Wine Jelly would become a going concern. 
Donna and Roberta began to make the rounds of lo-
cal crafts fairs, street fairs, farmers’ markets and cu-
linary events like the Rosendale Pickle Festival. Their 
fi rst visit to Gardiner Day was a huge hit: “When you 
sell out, you know something’s clicking,” says Ro-
berta.

What clicks is the fact that these products don’t 
taste like the cloyingly sweet grape jelly of our youth. 
“Our best customer is someone who doesn’t like 
wine and doesn’t like jelly,” Roberta observes. Each 
type is derived from a specifi c wine variety or blend 
– whites and rosés as well as reds – and each has a dis-
tinctive taste, a multilayered an experience as savor-
ing a good glass of wine, from top note to fi nish. They 
range from a San Giovese (the Second Prize winner) 
at the sweeter end to a Pinot Grigio that’s dry and 
snappy enough to pair with fi sh. The Red Zinfandel 
that took the Best in Show prize is complex and deli-
cious. You could mix it with peanut butter if you re-

ally wanted, but it would be more at home on a fresh 
croissant. Donna strongly recommends experiment-
ing with the wine jellies as cooking ingredients, as a 
dip for hot pretzels or paired with baked Brie – even 
for coating a cut of meat as it’s roasting.

Mostly by word-of-mouth, the business has taken 
off  to the point that the partners recently decided 
to lease the beautiful historic Deyo House (built 
circa 1876) at 658 Route 208 in Gardiner to create 
their own certifi ed commercial kitchen and Tasting 
Room. They’ve been off ering tastings as bridal and 
baby shower entertainment, and marketing the jel-
lies to hotels and bed-and-breakfasts. “We just got 
picked up by Mohonk about one month ago,” Ro-
berta reports. They’re in the process of developing 
and introducing new fl avors made from Barolo and 
Chianti wines that they discovered on a recent trip 
to Italy. And in mid-May, with advice from a Finger 
Lakes nursery that specializes in wine grapes for 
cool regions, Doc started planting his own Chambo-
rcin and Diamond grapevines.

“It’s all a learning curve. We’re basically baby-
stepping it,” says Roberta. “It really is a group ef-
fort.” To check out the Doc Schwarz Wine Jelly line, 
visit the Tasting Room on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. They’re also available in four-
ounce and eight-ounce jars by mail. To order or for 
more information, call (845) 750-5622, e-mail doc-
schwarz@hvc.rr.com or visit www.facebook.com/
pages/category/kitchen-cooking/doc-schwarz-wine-
jelly-144414642810975. ++

Incredible spreadables
Gardiner-made Doc Schwarz Wine Jelly puts sophisticated twist on homey product

LAUREN THOMAS

Donna Petereit and Roberta Schwarz of Doc Schwarz Wine Jelly, open on weekends and located at 658 Route 208 in 
Gardiner.

WHY WE’RE THE PREFERRED TEAM!!
“Thank you so much for all of your help in 

selling my home in New Paltz.  I’m still a bit 
stunned that we made it happen.  I am very 
grateful for all of your help and finesse, even 
during a very busy time in your personal life. 

I could not have done this without you,  
from start to finish.”

COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
255-3455

Gardiner Gables    2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525
www.coluccishandrealty.com

** Become a Fan of Colucci Shand Realty on Facebook **

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
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GARDINER  | EVENT

by Sharyn Flanagan

V
ISITING AN 
ARTIST in their 
studio off ers a 
unique perspec-

tive on their work. Unlike 
the gallery experience, in 
which one rarely meets the 
exhibiting artist and there 
is no interaction between 
artist and viewer, an open 
studio tour is a two-way 
street, where visitors get 
to ask questions and artists 
get feedback.

The 2019 Gardiner Open 
Studio Tour (GOST) will be 
this Saturday, June 15 and 
Sunday, June 16, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. It 
will feature 18 artists in 16 
locations. (A couple of the 
studios house couples.) 
The tour is self-guided and 
free, with no registration 
necessary. One has only to 
print a map of studio loca-
tions online, or pick one up 
from local businesses that 
sponsor the tour. Chart a 
course, and then visit as 
many or as few studios as desired. The maps feature 
small photos of each artist’s work to aid in deciding 
where to go.

The fi rst Gardiner Open Studio Tour (GOST) was 
in 2013, instigated by artist DM Weil of her epony-
mously named gallery on Bruynswick Road, and Ken 
Aspin, manager of said gallery. That fi rst year there 
were just nine artists on the tour, but things went 
well and the event has returned every year since; 
semi-annually at fi rst, then settling into an annual 
tour.

Seven of the nine artists on the original tour will 
participate this year, as well: DM Weil, Marsha Mas-
sih, John A. Varriano, Michelle Rhodes, Lynn Isaac-
son and Craig and Pam Booth. Joining them will be 
Gregory Thompson, Meadow, Tiff any A. Dyckman, 
Bruce Pileggi, Leonie Lacouette, Carolyn Baum, Al-
exa Ginsburg, Jean Tansey, Annie O’Neill, Anna Da-
vis, Dina White and Ron Schaefer. They are painters, 
potters, ceramists, sculptors, woodworkers, photog-
raphers, digital artists, fi ber artisans and mixed-me-
dia artists. One works with fused glass and another 
creates clocks as functional art. 

A number of the artists will demonstrate their 
work throughout the day, and artwork may be pur-
chased directly from the artists, whose studio inven-
tory is usually larger than the few pieces that would 
be available in a gallery. Collectors have the oppor-
tunity to discover and purchase new works before 
they make their way onto gallery walls. Getting an 
early start is recommended, because previous tours 
have shown that 2 p.m. is the most popular time for 

people to visit the studios, and that means a lot of 
people competing for the same parking availability 
at the same time and for space within the studio.

Something new associated with the tour this year 
is a mural project at George Majestic Park in Gar-
diner. A park committee made up of interested resi-
dents has been working on beautifying the grounds, 
and toward that eff ort and to promote the open stu-
dio tour, a mural will be painted on the wall of the 
handball court by a diff erent GOST artist every year.

The idea came from Majestic Park Committee 
members Joshua Platt and Andy Lewis, who fi rst pre-
sented the project to the Town Board at the board 
meeting on March 14. They suggested Lady Pink and 
Roger Smith as the fi rst artists to take on the wall. 
The two are Gardiner residents involved with the 
GOST tour every year and are well-known muralists 
who have experience with community-based mu-
rals.

Lady Pink joined the collective of GOST artists for 
the third tour in the fall of 2014. And it was she who 
came up with the idea of having the Gardiner art-
ists each paint something indicative of their style on 
a wooden door. For the spring 2015 tour, the doors 
were placed overnight at locations all over the area, 
inviting speculation as to their origin and serving as 
a preview to the tour. She told this reporter at the 
time, “I wanted to inspire some of the artists in the 
collective to come outdoors and share their skills and 

Go behind the doors
Annual Gardiner Open Studio Tour to take place June 15-16

talents with everyday 
people, not just the cul-
tured few that frequent 
galleries and museums.”

Since that time, the 
painted GOST doors have 
become iconic symbols 
of the tour, their appear-
ance on the streets each 
year (and on a hillside at 
the annual Cupcake Fes-
tival) a reminder that the 
event will soon return 
and a suggestion that the 
tour allows visitors to go 
“behind the door.”

The mural was painted 
during the week of May 
27 and may be viewed 
by entering the park; it 
is not visible from the 
parking lot. The second 
phase of the project will 
be a community mural 
painted on Gardiner Day 
on the other side of the 
wall, facing the basket-
ball court. Mural ideas 
will come from Gardiner 
residents under the age 
of 18, who are invited 
to go to the Gardiner Li-

brary to submit poetry, prose or drawings answering 
the question, “What does Gardiner mean to you?”

Lady Pink and Roger Smith will then collage some 
of the ideas, develop an idea for a mural painting 
and send it to Gardiner Parks and Recreation for ap-
proval. On Gardiner Day, Lady Pink and Smith will 
implement the fi nal mural ideas.

“The project will enhance the aesthetics of the 
park, show the importance of public art in Gardiner 
and bring the community together as we work to-
gether to create the second mural for Gardiner Day,” 
Platt said in his pitch to the Town Board.

The tour is made possible with funds from the De-
centralization Program, a re-grant program of the 
New York State Council on the Arts with the support 
of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature, administered by Arts Mid-Hudson.

The brochure and map may be picked up at the 
library and at local businesses sponsoring the tour, 
which include Village Market & Eatery, Tuthilltown 
Spirits, Tantillo’s Farm Market, Ulster Savings Bank, 
Sunfl ower Art Studios, Roost Art Gallery & Gifts, 
Mountain Brauhaus restaurant, Café Mio, Hudson 
Valley Wine Market, The Bruynswyck Inn, Made 
With Love skincare products, The Natural Pet Cen-
ter and Hoot Owl restaurant. For more information 
or to download a map, visit www.gardineropenstu-
diotour.com. ++

LAUREN THOMAS

The Gardiner Open Studio Tour will take place Saturday and Sunday June 15 and 16. Pictured are some of the 
participating artists, left to right: DM Weil,John A. Varriano, Carolyn Baum, Marsha Massih, Lynn Isaacson, Bruce 
Pileggi, Leonie Lacouette, Ron Schaefer, Tiff any A. Dyckman and Jean Tansey.

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

“Freeze” brings a 30 year career 
as a professional dancer as well as 

Having taught at several universities, 
Freeze has also worked with 

all levels of machine classes as well as 

Pilates of New Paltz
— meet  our  staff  —

845.255.0559  |  www.pi latesnewpaltz.com  |   12 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz

MAT & TRX/MAT BLEND 
SCHEDULE

 
5:30pm Mat*; 6:30pm Mat*

Friday: 7am Mat
Class size is limited to insure quality instruction. 

Call or text ahead 845.255.0559  
to reserve your spot. 

$18 class / $160 10 class
Cash or Check Only

* Taught by FreezeJEFFREY FREEZE
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Senator Jen Metzger secures 
$50,000 for Huguenot Street

As part of the 2019-2020 New York State budget, His-
toric Huguenot Street in New Paltz will receive $50,000 
in funding from the Offi  ce of Parks, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Aid to Localities grant program. The 
funds, secured by Senator Jen Metzger as part of bud-
get negotiations, will go to support the planning, devel-
opment and presentation of Historic Huguenot Street 
Museum’s award-winning educational programs that 
focus on the mid-Atlantic region’s multicultural history. 

“Historic Huguenot Street is an incredible histori-
cal treasure for our state, and plays a valuable educa-
tional role in sharing stories from all of the cultures 
that have lived in the area, including Native Ameri-
cans, enslaved Africans and Dutch and French set-
tlers,” explained Senator Jen Metzger. “These funds 
will ensure that Historic Huguenot Street will con-
tinue to have the resources it needs to collaborate 
with local schools and engage the public in the mul-

ticultural history of the region.”
Historic Huguenot Street currently receives up to 

20,000 visitors each year and the number continues 
to grow. 

“The board and staff  of Historic Huguenot Street 
are extremely grateful for this critically needed sup-
port secured by Senator Metzger,” said executive di-
rector Liselle LaFrance. “The site has expanded its 
educational off erings in recent years to better refl ect 
the diversity of those who inhabited the site through-
out its history and to meet the varied interests of its 
growing audiences.” 

Millstream closed to swimming

Another popular swimming hole has fallen victim 
to an explosion in popularity through social media 
and travel websites. The section of the Millstream in 
Woodstock, just above the intersection where Mill-
stream, Ohayo Mountain and Tannery Brook roads 
meet, has been a popular summer spot for more 
than a century. But the hole, also known to locals as 
Sully’s, has become too much to handle for its own-
ers. It’s now closed for good.

Tom Bullard has owned the Woodstock Inn on the 
Millstream for about 25 years. His property includes 
the swimming hole and the stream banks on both 
the hotel and the Ohayo Mountain Road side. Main-
taining his section of stream has been increasingly 
diffi  cult over the last decade, he said. The past few 
summers were particularly taxing for Bullard and 
especially innkeeper Karen Pignataro.

Bullard had no issue when just a few locals came. 
Some beer bottles got left around here and there, 
but it was largely under control. Then word about 
where to swim started to spread on the Internet. 
Now it’s overrun by tourists and day travelers, said 
Bullard. People leave behind garbage, broken glass, 
soiled diapers and even human feces in the woods 
near the inn. One large event a few years ago pro-
vided a shuttle van with constant trips to the stream. 
People frequently cooked, played loud music. On oc-
casion, fi ghts broke out.

“I’d like to say the stream is being loved to death, 
but more accurately it’s being used to death,” Bul-
lard said.

Burial ground protected

The Kingston Land Trust (KLT) closed last week on 
157 Pine Street in Kingston, reaching the goal of protect-
ing the city’s fi rst African burial ground. The purchase 
price was $140,000. Last year, the trust petitioned the 
bank that owned it to halt a foreclosure process so 
groups could raise the money to buy the land, where 
dozens and perhaps hundreds of the city’s earliest 
black residents, many of them slaves, were laid to rest.

“Now that the site is secured, the KLT will work with 
partner organization Harambee and the community to 
restore the grounds and convert the building into an 
interpretive center for education and refl ection,” the 
trust stated in a press release. The coalition hopes to 
raise $60,000 more for the center.

The trust and Harambee are hosting a Community 
Gratitude Ceremony at 157 Pine Street on Saturday, 
June 15 from 10 to 11 a.m. This ceremony is planned 
as a kickoff  event for Kingston’s seventh annual June-
teenth celebration in honor of African-American free-
dom from slavery which will take place at Hasbrouck 
Park off  Delaware Avenue from 1 to 5 p.m.

Phoenicia clinic opens

The new clinic in Phoenicia currently has only one 
doctor, neurologist Paul Mullin of Medical Associates 
of the Hudson Valley (MAHV). The practice is looking 
to take on additional providers in family medicine, in-
ternal medicine and mental health. 

Mullin, whose offi  ce opened on May 20 at 9 Ava Ma-
ria Drive as part of the Kingston-based group, is already 
booked with patients, virtually back-to-back, for two 
weeks. He recently left a two-year post at the Kingston 
offi  ce of CareMount, a medical conglomerate based in 
Westchester. His contract prevented him from practic-
ing within 15 miles of Kingston for the next three years. 
MAHV, which has 21 internists and specialists, with 
additional branches in Poughkeepsie and Woodstock, 
was lacking a neurologist. So they opened the Phoeni-
cia offi  ce for Mullin’s practice.

Saugerties police go electric 

The Saugerties police took possession of their fi rst-
ever Ford special police service plug-in hybrid vehicle 
on June 7. Purchased through Romeo Ford on Route 
28 in Kingston, the vehicle is specifi cally built for non-
pursuit applications like detective, investigative and 
administrative law enforcement use. Its EPA-estimated 
all-electric rating is 25 miles — patrol in this all battery 
mode at speeds up to 85 m.p.h. Whenever the vehicle 
surpasses the estimated 25 miles, the vehicle seam-
lessly transitions into gasoline-electric hybrid mode 
for the added miles. While in this mode the projected 
EPA-rating is 50 miles per gallon for an EPA estimated 
range of 610 miles. 

The vehicle can be recharged in 2.5 hours. The po-
lice-formed front seats feature slimmed-down bolsters, 
heavy-duty fabric and anti-stab plates. The vehicle 
comes fully equipped with emergency lights and siren 
which have been integrated in the design of the vehicle. 
The vehicle qualifi ed for both the DEC zero-emission 
grant funding and a drive-clean rebate through Nyser-
da. It’s less expensive than all-gasoline counterparts. 

Strawberry Season Has Begun!
Watch for our sign at the Market, and visit our website or Facebook page too! 

Open Everyday: 9:00am-6:00pm 
Pick Your Own starts June 15th, daily 8-11:30am

Homemade Ice Cream •  Apples
Cider • Honey • Maple Syrup

255-0693 • Rt. 208, New Paltz • www.dresselfarms.com

Who has time to  
scrutinize your business  
banking needs?

Chances are, you may not be 
getting what you need. Our 
business check-up can introduce 
you to banking solutions that can 
save you time and money. 

To schedule a review
of your business
banking needs visit
your local branch or 
review.salisburybank.info

We Do.

Checking & Savings

Merchant Services

Remote Deposit

Business Loans

And much more...

We’ll review:

salisburybank.com

Fishkill
845.896.9300

New Paltz
845.256.0003 

Newburgh 
845.562.6766

Poughkeepsie
845.454.5511 

Red Oaks Mill
845.463.2265

©Salisbury Bank and Trust CompanyMember FDIC Equal Housing Lender

4 pack of flowers, 
vegetables, herbs... 

$1.12 each (after discount)

Sorbello’s  Greenhouse Closing for the 
Season June 16

SALE 
25 % OFF all remaining plants

June 14th, 15th, 16th
Hanging Baskets, Geraniums and much more!
Open 7 Days, 9am-5pm • Wholesale & retail

845-691-7828 • 139 Martin Ave., Highland
Accepting all major credit cards
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Middle schooler is master chef

Three nervous youths stood on the stage set of the 
Fox network’s MasterChef Junior seventh season fi nale 
of its cooking competition between kids aged eight 
through 13. They faced a cheering audience as well as 
three stern-faced adults and an audience of millions on 
national television. A host with a British accent intoned 
that they were “the fi nal three standing.”

Onteora school seventh grader, 13-year-old Che Spiotta, 
son of Elizabethanne and the late Jason Spiotta, had wait-
ed in the wings. “I’ve cooked better than I’ve ever done 
before, I’ve done everything I could possibly do,” he said, 
“and now I want to start my culinary revolution. I’m so 
close to the trophy, I just need to grab on to it.”

The British accent announced, “Your performances 
have been outstanding, but this is a competition and 
only one can take home the victory and receive this, a 
check for $100,000. The winner of Master Chef Junior 
[long pause]. Congratulations [longer pause] Che!”

Confetti fell from the ceiling like a blizzard. The teen fell 
to his knees, then backwards as the stage was rushed by 
the audience. Hugs went to his two competitors, and they 
both graciously said how Che deserved to win. 

“Oh, my gosh, I can’t believe I won. I won Master 
Chef Junior, I’ve been dreaming of this for so long and 
I fi nally won. I’m so happy and excited. I wish I could 
share this trophy with them [his two fellow fi nalists], 
they deserve it.”

“My dad got me started cooking, and now I have the 
trophy, and it’s all because of him. If my dad could see 
me now, he would be so proud of me. I am the next 
Master Chef Junior!”

Kingstonian injured in fall

Police report that last Sunday night Raymond J. Smith, 
37, of Kingston suff ered severe injuries when he fell 28 
feet from the Eddyville Bridge over the Rondout Creek on 
Route 213. He was airlifted to the Albany Medical Center, 
where he was reported in stable condition on Monday. 

Detectives from the sheriff ’s offi  ce say Smith got out 
of a car after an argument with the driver, slipped, and 
fell into a drainage ditch below. No criminal charges 
have been fi led in connection with the incident.

Want lower electric bills?

Solstice Community Solar and the Unitarian Univer-
salist Congregation of the Catskills invite any Central 
Hudson Gas & Electric customer to sign up for commu-

nity solar through a program that they say will lower 
their electric bills by ten percent.

Solstice Community Solar customers -- whether they 
own their own homes or rent homes or apartments 
-- receive the benefi ts of solar without the expense of 
solar panels. By signing up, customers will contract 
with Solstice to get their electricity from clean and re-
newable panels being installed at a solar farm under 
construction in Ellenville.

Until June 21, anyone who identifi es as affi  liated with 
or referred by the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
the Catskills will receive a $100 gift card, and the congre-
gation will receive a $200 donation. As of Monday, UUC-
atskills had received almost $4000 from Solstice to help 
fund the congregation’s upcoming capital campaign.

For information, call Sean Hutton at Solstice Commu-
nity Solar at 607-398-0597 or email sean@solstice3.us.

 

Be in the know!  
It could save your life.
Are you at risk?
■   Family history of 

heart disease
■   Diabetic
■    Blood pressure consistently 

higher than 120/80 mm Hg
■     Elevated cholesterol and 

triglyceride levels
■  Overweight
■  Current or recent smoker
■    Physically inactive/

sedentary lifestyle

If you checked one or more 
boxes, talk to your health 

care provider about a 
heart health assessment, or 
schedule one today with an 
expert from Albany Med’s 

heart team by calling:  
(518) 262-5555.

www.amc.edu/heart

more than

30% 
   of people

suffer 
a heart 
attack,
before learning they  
have a heart condition.

The right choice 
for your heart.

➔
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Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 
who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and 
backed by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less 
E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 
a member of Westchester Medical Center 

Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member 

of our care team within 30 minutes.  

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 
at HAHV.org/ER30

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. HAHV.org

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner



 New Paltz Times 14 •  June 13, 2019

 

Rosendale basketball courts refurbished
in memory of Gerald Neal

F
OLLOWING YEARS OF eff ort, one of Terri Gittens’ dreams fi nally came true. The High Falls 
resident has been organizing fundraising events with the aim of refurbishing the basketball 
courts at the Rosendale Recreation Center and placing a plaque there in memory of her son, 
Gerald W. Neal. On Sunday, June 2, the Rosendale Recreation Center’s basketball court was 

dedicated to the memory of Neal. The work consisted of resurfacing the basketball courts, painting 
and replacing the hoops, nets and benches.

Neal, a 2000 Rondout Valley High School graduate who perished in an automobile accident in 
2001, had been a regular user of the Rec Center courts. He played both varsity and junior varsity 
basketball, and is also remembered for his volunteer work in crisis intervention, and for creating the 
model for the high school’s senior/freshman mentoring program.

The June 2 celebration was attended by close to 100 community members, which included Vicky 
Perry from Congressman Antonio Delgado’s offi  ce; Rosendale Town Supervisor Jeanne Walsh; Caro-
line Carr, president of the Rosendale Recreation Center committee; Bill Brooks, president of the 
Rosendale Pickle Festival; several Town of Rosendale board members; and family and friends.

Gittens, president of the memorial basketball committee, thanked the Town of Rosendale board 
members and all who supported the project through the years. She particularly mentioned that the 
basketball court was more than a place to play basketball, but was a safe haven for any race, color or 
creed to enjoy the freedom of just having fun with no social barriers.   

The ribbon was cut announcing the offi  cial naming and opening of the new court by Neal’s 96-year-
old grandmother Betty Griffi  th of Kingston, who proudly declared she believed that “Gerald would 
be pleased by this wonderful basketball court.”

The dedication celebration featured modifi ed basketball games, family fun lawn games, raffl  es, 
food and a birthday cake, as Neal would have been 38 on June 2. 

Total monetary contributions to this eff ort from businesses, personal donations and town dona-
tions amounted to over $ 14,653, and goods and services were donated from local area businesses. 

The Gerald W. Neal Memorial Basketball Court Committee made a donation of $1,000 to the Amer-
ican Lung Association in Neal’s name, to their school outreach program.

ROSENDALE | DEDICATION

On Sunday, June 2, the Rosendale Recreation Center’s basketball court was dedicated to the memory of 
Gerald W. Neal. 

LLOYD  | TOWN BOARD

Productive police

As he does during each monthly workshop meet-
ing of the Town of Lloyd,  Police Chief Daniel Waage 
provided a detailed report about the many things his 
offi  cers are doing, which includes a good deal more 
than traffi  c stops. More than a thousand calls in May 
resulted in offi  cers attending at the site of 45 vehicle 
crashes, writing 52 tickets, and making 39 arrests. 
During the month, offi  cers — including the chief and 
lieutenant — logged 200 hours of foot patrol in the 
hamlet and through the schools. They played soccer 
and basketball with local children, ran another "cops 
and coff ee" event, and devised a mock accident scene 
as part of the police civilian academy, the latest class 
of which also graduated in May. Offi  cers were pres-
ent for events like SpringFest and the Memorial Day 
parade, and attended an event to recognize the 45th 
anniversary of the great fi re on the railroad bridge.

May 8, 1974 was the last time a train was to cross 
the Hudson on what is now the very popular Walk-
way Over the Hudson, but was then called the Penn 
Central Railroad "high bridge." It was a bridge al-
ready deemed "excess" by state offi  cials, and train 
traffi  c across it was declining. Apparently, fi re pro-
tection was also in decline: there were no longer em-
ployees paid to watch for fi re, nor was there any wa-
ter to douse the one which was apparently sparked 
by an eastbound train. Railroad offi  cials at the time 
estimated the cost of repairs at $100,000. What fol-
lowed were a number of plans for the bridge, rang-
ing from restoration of service to demolition, against 
a backdrop of questionable business deals and legal 
battles over ownership interests, taxes and liability. 
In 1998 it was deeded to the Poughkeepsie-Highland 
Railroad Bridge, Inc., and the work to create the 
world-renowned linear park began in earnest.

-- Terence P Ward

Parks patches

During last week’s Lloyd Town Board meeting, 
council members agreed to spend $50,000 repaving 
courts at Tony Williams Park and $10,000 to replace 
the raft at the Berean Park waterfront. Council mem-
bers were convinced of the need to spend on the 
maintenance, rather than defer it.

-- Terence P Ward

All's well with the wells

Part of the capital project for water district im-
provements in Lloyd a couple of years ago was to 
connect some existing wells directly into the water 
system, where befi ore they had been pumped into 
the town reservoir. This is a diff erence mostly in 
cost, because groundwater — what comes up from 
below — doesn't have to be treated, but once it enters 
the reservoir it's considered surface water, which 
does need to be treated. As water department head 
Adam Litman confi rmed, all water in the town's sup-
ply is of the same quality, but it takes more eff ort 
to get some sources there than others. Well water 
doesn't need any treatment because it's been fi ltered 
by the earth itself, but when water is drawn from the 
Hudson it can have a lot more extra stuff  in it that 
needs to be removed to hit that same high standard. 
Well water is thus least taxing on the system, and 
now that the wells are plugged directly in via a pipe 
he can track what percentage of water comes from 
them. For May, 15% of water came from the wells 
with the remainder being taken from the reservoirs. 
As summer begins and rainfall drops off , a shift will 
be made to blend in river water, which is more costly 
both because of treatment and because it all needs 
to be pumped to the plant.

-- Terence P Ward

Secretary becomes political football

How much administrative support is needed in 
the water department became a polarizing issue on 
the politically-divided Lloyd Town Board last week. 
After some months of discussions, council members 
voted to hire a part-timer for the position although 
there's money for a full-time secretary in the budget. 

Leonard Auchmoody remained so strongly in favor 
of a full-time secretary that he voted against the mea-
sure, but attempts to draw department head Adam 
Litman into the fi ght left council members on both 
sides feeling he was supporting their position.

Joseph Mazzetti said at the June 5 meeting that he 
was confi dent after speaking with Litman that a part-
timer could be enough, but leaving the full-time bud-
get untouched would allow for a change if it became 
necessary. Auchmoody saw it diff erently: with 1,700 
bills being sent out now, and that number expected 
to rise to 2,000 once Mountainside Woods is com-
plete, he thinks anything less than full-time is daft. 
When asked, Litman said that in his department 
they have "made due" with little administrative sup-
port and are prepared to work with whatever they 
are given, but added, "give me full time and I will be 
more effi  cient."

When Mazzetti called it "political rhetoric" to con-
tinue to push for full-time, supervisor Paul Hansut 
shot back that Mazzetti's comment was "coming 
from the big grandstander."

-- Terence P Ward

Assessor wanted

Town of Lloyd assessor Jennifer Mund has re-
signed. Council member During last week’s board 
meeting, Claire Winslow lauded Mund's advocacy 
for senior citizens, and Winslow's colleagues agreed 
that they were sorry for the news.

-- Terence P Ward

Taxing fact

Lloyd town clerk Wendy Rosinski thinks the un-
collected property taxes this year "seemed high," 
coming in at $822,187.71 once the offi  cial collection 
period was closed. Rosinski worked for some time as 
deputy before being appointed town clerk when Ro-
saria Peplow recently retired, giving her some per-
spective on taxes in arrears. Peplow was herself hon-
ored by her colleagues in the county's town clerks' 
association, which she helped to found.

-- Terence P Ward
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COUNTY | INAUGURATION

Ryan 
takes 
charge
New county executive 
presents a progressive vision  

by Jesse J. Smith

P
ATRICK RYAN WAS sworn in as Ulster 
County executive on Friday, June 7, mark-
ing the fi rst transition of power since the 
offi  ce was established a decade ago. State 

comptroller Thomas DiNapoli administered the oath 
of offi  ce to the 37-year-old former Army offi  cer in 
a standing-room-only ceremony at the Ulster County 
courthouse on Wall Street in Kingston. The ceremony 
took place fi ve weeks after Ryan, a Democrat, defeated 
Ulster County Conservative Party chairman Jack Hayes 
in a special election to fi ll the remainder of the term 
of former county executive Mike Hein. Hein resigned 
in February to take a post as New York State Commis-
sioner of Temporary and Disability Assistance. 

The event was held before an audience of more 
than 300 elected offi  cials, county employees and well-
wishers. Among those in attendance were lieutenant 
governor Kathy Hochul, longtime Kingston assembly-
member Kevin Cahill, state senator Jen Metzger and 
Republican Dutchess County executive Marc Molinaro. 
Sheriff  Juan Figueroa served as the event’s host.

Ryan graduated from West Point in 2004 and 
served two tours in Iraq leading an infantry bat-
talion intelligence section. After leaving the Army, 
Ryan obtained a graduate degree in security studies 
from Georgetown University and went to work in the 
fi eld of security and intelligence technology. He later 
founded two companies, Praescient Analytics and 
Second Front Systems, that produced intelligence 
gathering and analysis software for military and law-
enforcement use.

Ryan and his wife Rebecca moved from Manhattan 
to Gardiner in 2016. In 2017, he entered what would 
eventually become a seven-way Democratic primary 
to unseat incumbent Republican congressman John 
Faso. Ryan was runner-up in the June 2018 primary. 
But he was able to use his campaign structure, and 
name recognition to launch a strong campaign for 

the executive’s seat following Hein’s announcement 
that he was stepping down. 

At Friday’s ceremony, Hochul praised Ryan as one 
of a generation of youths inspired to military service 
by the 9/11 terror attacks who would go on to bring 
qualities tried and tested on distant battlefi elds to 
bear in public service back home. “That’s where val-
ues and leadership skills are steeled,” Hochul said. 
“And you’re bringing that back.” 

DiNapoli called Ryan “a visionary” and praised 
his decision to step away from his career in the tech 
sector to devote himself to public service. “He will 
create a vision for this county that is inclusive,” said 
DiNapoli. “That will make this a better community, a 
more equitable community.” 

Green New Deal
In his own remarks, Ryan reiterated his progres-

sive vision for an economy built around green tech-
nology and dedicated to ensuring that its poorest 
residents reap the benefi ts of economic growth. 
Ryan used the speech to tout his proposed “Green 
New Deal,” which would shift the county to 100 per-
cent renewable energy while providing job training 
for county residents to participate in the expanding 
green-energy sector. 

“We are going to implement a Green New Deal 
here in Ulster County,” said Ryan. “One, because we 
can no longer wait when it comes to our climate, and 
two, because we are perfectly positioned to be at the 
epicenter of this emerging green economy.” 

Repeating another campaign pledge, Ryan vowed 
to bring more resources to bear fi ghting the opioid 
epidemic ravaging the county while revamping the 
local criminal-justice system with greater emphasis 
on concepts like restorative justice and rehabilita-
tion over incarceration.

“We are already seen as a leader in redefi ning 
what justice means,” said Ryan. “And we are going 
to continue to build on that.” 

Ryan said that he would kick off  his term with a se-
ries of town-hall meetings across the county to seek 
input from residents as he begins his fi rst major task, 
developing a county budget for 2020. 

“I will work relentlessly, nonstop, for the people of 
this county,” said Ryan. “You can count on me, and 
you can hold me accountable.” ++

Shandaken rental regulations

According to the results of the survey devised by 
the Shandaken short-term rental Committee, re-
spondents are, as expected, divided on whether and 
how to regulate STRs in the town. At the committee’s 

June 10 meeting, town supervisor Rob Stanley said 
he will not be a member of the new committee that 
will be formed to draft regulations now that the sur-
vey has been completed.

A handful of members of the Shandaken Home-
Sharing Association were in attendance, and Stanley 
invited them to off er a candidate from their ranks to 
join the new committee. He expressed his intention 
to provide balance by also inviting a representative 
of the local lodging industry, perhaps through the 
chamber of commerce. 

Town board member Kevin VanBlarcum said that 
regulations probably would not yet be in place by 
the end of the year.

The survey drew 354 responses, out of a town 
population of approximately 3000, a census statistic 
that includes children. (A townwide questionnaire 
on another topic, submitted a few years ago, had re-
sulted in only about 100 responses.) In addition to 
answering multiple-choice questions on their resi-
dential status and opinions about STRs, respondents 
wrote a total of 14 pages of commentary. Stanley said 
he would try to post a link to the data, without the 
identifying information used to weed out duplicates, 
on the town’s Facebook page.

Our Pets are Friends
We need them as much as they need us. So to help ensure a long and healthy life, our 
discounted wellness care packages cover every phase of their development. Our kitten 
and puppy packages provide head-to-tail checkups, spay/neuter, vaccinations, blood 
screenings, parasite tests and more.

And for the later stages of life, our comprehensive wellness packages and preventive 
care provide the same TLC for adult canines and felines.

We care.
We have pets too.

 Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman

Newburgh 
Veterinary 
Hospital is

14 North Chestnut St. New Paltz
845-255-1890

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Open every day except Sunday.

For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

Law enforcement & military discounts available. 
1716 Route 300 Newburgh

845-564-2660

Discounted Wellness
Care Packages
for all phases of life.

Family owned since 1993.

We care.
We have pets too.

 Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman

W

Discounted Wellness
Care Packages
for all phases of life.

Open 7 Days 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

THE GARDENER’S PLACE TO BE!
• Flowering Annuals
• Huge Selection of Perennials
• Vegetable Plants and Herbs
• Trees, Shrubs & Rose Bushes
• Gifts and Supplies for Gardening
• Bulk Mulch, Compost & Top Soil

Homegrown Strawberries!
Homegrown Tuscan Kale,
Swiss Chard & Lettuces!

Cider Donuts made every morning!
Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream!
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Rise against hate
(Continued from page 1) 

we have is all of you. A better world is possible and 
we’re going to create it.”

While the rally was planned in reaction to inci-
dents in the New Paltz School District, organizers 
said the issues are part of a broader problem in the 
community that needs to be addressed.

The event received support from more than a 
dozen area organizations, including Moms for a 
Non-Toxic New York, The Maya Gold Foundation, 
The ReSisterhood, New Paltz Democratic Women, 
New Paltz Racial Equity Coalition, March On Hudson 
Valley, Indivisible the Fight Is On, AAUW- Kingston, 

ENJAN- End New Jim Crow Action Network, Move 
Forward New York, Indivisible Ulster, U-Act (Ulster 
Activists), Ulster Immigrant Defense Network, the 
Rondout Valley High School Human Rights Club, 
Concerned Parents of New Paltz and New Paltz So-
cialists.

A number of speakers gave brief remarks, includ-
ing Superintendent of Schools Maria Rice, Deputy 
Mayor of New Paltz KT Tobin and Board of Educa-
tion trustee Sophia Skiles, who urged those assem-
bled to “listen, believe and show up for each other.”

“There is so much to be done,” said Tobin. “Prob-
lems don’t go away on their own. And we can’t solve 
them as individuals; we need to use our collective 
voices.”

Tanya Marquette of Concerned Parents of New 
Paltz noted the years she has been at odds with the 
New Paltz Central School District over the way they 
handle sensitive issues, saying she believes they have 
a policy of denial. “We must talk about the issues, 
even when they’re uncomfortable. When you see an 
issue, address it.”

Additional speakers included Amy Myslik, rep-
resenting Jen Metzger’s State Senate offi  ce; Masha 
Shmarina, a student involved with Amnesty Inter-
national; Jane Toby, of Jewish Voice for Peace; Gallo 
Vasquez, of New Paltz Socialists; Rachel Labare, of 
New Paltz Democratic Women; Elana Michelson, 

of Ulster Immigrant Defense Network; and Victo-
ria Nazario, speaking for the Rondout Valley High 
School human rights club. “Be the solution,” she 
advised.

Nazario was accompanied by fellow members of 
the club, senior Francesca Wolfe and tenth-grader, 
Kasey Arnold. Before the rally, Arnold explained that 
their club advocates for anti-bullying, adding that it 
goes much deeper, as well; their purpose is to raise 
awareness of all human rights violations and issues 
that need advocacy. Wolfe said the group participat-
ed in the recent Women’s and Pride marches in New 
Paltz and has made trips up to Albany to speak on 
behalf of farmworkers.

It was diffi  cult to hear the exact words of every 
speaker, given the inadequacies of communication 
by bullhorn and quite a lot of traffi  c noise, from car 
and motorcycle engines and car radios. Many driv-
ers gave quick beeps that came across as sympathet-
ic to the cause with one driver shouting “2020” out 
the window.

But the signs told the story even without the 
speeches: “Love, not fear. Everyone is welcome 
here.” And “Hate has no place in New Paltz,” and 
“Racism is Learned.” One sign simply said, “Love 
is the Answer,” with another off ering “The Golden 
Rule: Google It.” And several signs carried by young 
students were simple and to the point: “I deserve 
better.” And “Don’t Be Mean.”

Carol Nolan of the U-Act Ulster Activists group 
held a sign reading, “Hate has no home here.” Her 

Tanya Marquette of 
Concerned Parents of New 

Paltz noted the years she 
has been at odds with the 
New Paltz Central School 
District over the way they 

handle sensitive issues, 
saying she believes they 
have a policy of denial. 
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Rachel Labare of New Paltz Democratic Women speaks at the  Rise Against Hate vigil -- a community response to 
hateful incidents in our schools and beyond -- that took place on Saturday in front of Elting Library in New Paltz.

reason for attending, she said, was simply “a desire 
to make New Paltz a progressive place.”  

Even the t-shirts worn by some participants served 
as signs: “We Will Not Be Silent.” And “The Future 
Looks Bright.” One man’s well-worn t-shirt read, “I 
Stand with Planned Parenthood.”

Zissu and Chanoff , the initiators of the “Rise 
Against Hate” rally, attended a Board of Education 
meeting several weeks ago to invite administrators 
and trustees to support the event. In addition to the 
remarks made by Superintendent Rice and trustee 
Sophia Skiles, the rally was attended by board mem-
bers Diana Armstead and Glenn LaPolt. Councilman 
Dan Torres and former BOE member Steve Green-
fi eld were also seen in the crowd.

Live music was provided by the ReSisterhood 
Choir and the activist brass band Tin Horn Uprising, 
whose rousing tunes enliven many such rallies and 
marches across the Hudson Valley. 

Amy Trompetter’s Redwing Blackbird Theater pup-
pets made an appearance, as well, with a performance 
featuring the devil and three deer, the latter puppets 
with sweet papier-mache faces and twig antlers. Ac-
cording to Trompetter, the choice of these representa-
tions relates to an old saying about “the deer among 
the devil,” with the deer representing the Native 
Americans and the devil the European explorers. The 
deer who “graze and don’t pounce” represent peace 
and kindness, she said, and “the right of everyone to 
be here and in the right frame of mind.” The ultimate 
message, she added, “is be kind.” ++

New Paltz Central School District Superintendent Maria Rice (on far right) speaks to the crowd gathered at last 
Saturday's Rise Against Hate vigil in front of the Elting Memorial Library.

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is changing, 
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked 
journalism is needed now more than ever. 
We believe it’s important for the entire 
community, regardless of economic 
position, to have access to the local news 
that impacts their lives most. Your sup-
port ensures independent local journalism 
will thrive in the Hudson Valley for years 
to come. More: hudsonvalleyone.com/
support.

hv1UP Ulster 
Publishing
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Rail trail walk
(Continued from page 1) 

last Thursday, various members of the town and vil-
lage governments, UCTC, WVRT, Historic Huguenot 
Street, neighboring property- and business-owners 
as well as rail trail enthusiasts turned out for a trail 
walk this past Sunday morning at Sojourner Truth 
Park to discuss the current state of the trail and what 
they might want or not want to see in the future for 
their linear nature path.

Craig Chapman, owner of New Paltz Kayak Tours, 
was quick to point out that, from his vantage point, 
along the Wallkill River by the boat launch at So-
journer Truth Park, “It would be great to see one 
access point on and off  the rail trail so that we can 

rebuild and add to what’s here, as it’s pretty torn 
up,” he said pointing to near-dead ash trees, low-ly-
ing scrub and fl oodplain debris. “There are so many 
informal access points off  the trail to the river, and 
even the stairs that are there are eroding.” He would 
like to see more trees planted to help stabilize the 
riverbank, and signage that encourages people to 
use one pathway from the WVRT to the Sojourner 
Truth Park and riverbank. “We could even have a 
river path that guides people to a nice viewshed by 
the river,” he said, but that leaves the ability for ex-
isting and hopefully new shrubs and trees to grow 
and establish themselves without human interfer-
ence. Another idea Chapman contributed was to 
consider the possibility of a small foot and animal 
bridge that would cross the Sawmill Brook that feeds 
into the Wallkill.

On a sunny, cloudless day, the parking lot at the 
riverside Sojourner Truth Park was packed, the 
constant parade of kayakers, joggers, dog-walkers, 
strollers, cyclists and neighborhood foot traffi  c cre-
ating a hubbub of outdoor activity and recreation. As 
the walkers were asked to introduce themselves by 
Dennis Doyle of the Ulster County Planning Depart-
ment and have some snacks before hitting the trail, 
Brian Slack, principal transportation planner of the 
UCTC, explained to the New Paltz Times that “This 
is an eff ort to see how the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail 
can be best-suited to the community. We have the 
Empire State Trail (EST) now” -- a pedestrian/cycling 
trail that extends from Manhattan through Ulster 
County and will eventually run the length of the en-

tire state to Albany, Buff alo and into Canada -- “as well 
as over two million [dollars in state grant funding] that 
was given to the town for improvements along Henry 
W. DuBois Drive that includes bike paths and some 
sidewalks. We have Historic Huguenot Street and Zero 
Place, and we want to see how the community would 
like the rail trail to develop with these projects.”

Slack explained that Village mayor Tim Rogers ap-
plied for this planning study. “There were no capital 
funds used for this study; it’s something we do at the 
county level,” he said. “But if the Town and Village 
of New Paltz want to be competitive for any grant 
opportunities for trail improvements, they have to 
create a public consensus, which legitimizes and re-
cords that the planning included community input.” 
Some of the topics outlined in the study and in the 
survey include “safety, intersections, drainage, trail 
surfaces, signage, views, cultural/historical land-
marks, businesses and parking/access.”

Two owners of properties that border the rail trail 
off  North Front Street expressed their desire to see 
some traffi  c-calming measures at the intersections of 
the WVRT and roadways. “Motorists use North Front 
Street as a shortcut to avoid the intersection on Main 
Street, and they go fl ying down the road,” said Terry 
Van Etten. “There is senior housing right there and the 
karate studio that both create a lot of foot traffi  c, along 
with the use of the rail trail, and it’s dangerous.” There 
did seem to be a desire for uniformity in terms of ac-
cess on and off  the rail trail, as well as how intersec-
tions were handled in terms of safety and traffi  c-calm-
ing measures and general improvements to drainage.

Mary Etta Schneider, president of Historic Hugue-
not Street’s Board of Trustees, said that she would love 
for rail trail users to have access points and viewsheds 
that encouraged them to visit “old New Paltz. We have 
some national treasures just off  the rail trail, and I think 

some bumpouts and benches of signage could really 
help showcase what is right here, and have more peo-
ple explore these historic resources and gems.”

The question of surfaces came up several times, 
and  Chris White, the Deputy Director of Planning 
for Ulster County, said that the trail would have to 
become Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant 
if “you use public monies.” The planners suggested 
that the trail needed “a more solid base that was safe 
and shaped and sloped properly,” and that “stan-
dard trail width is ten to 12 feet,” where the exist-
ing rail trail is anywhere from eight feet or less as it 
moves further out from the center of the village.

While White said that there was the possibility of 
utilizing “crushed stone” for resurfacing, the topic of 
paving the trail with asphalt came up several times, 
to some strong opposition among the non-planners 
present. “I would be heartbroken if they paved the 
rail trail,” said Emily Fox, both a property-owner 
and a business-owner in the village. “I run and walk 

“It’s great that our little 
local rail trail is a link in the 

Empire State Trail, but I hope 
its rural character won’t 

change too much,” said Kitty 
Brown.  

“I would be heartbroken if 
they paved the rail trail,” said 
Emily Fox, both a property-

owner and a business-owner 
in the village. “I run and walk 

my dog and commute to 
work every day on this trail, 

and love it the way it is.”

my dog and commute to work every day on this trail, 
and love it the way it is.” In her estimation, paving 
the trail would only encourage cyclists to go faster 
and those who were running, walking, elderly or 
with children to feel less safe. It would also create 
an impervious surface, which Fox did not believe 
would be benefi cial for stormwater runoff , which is 
already problematic in the village.

Kitty Brown, who was one of several residents 
who were instrumental in convincing the Town and 
Village of New Paltz to purchase the abandoned rail-
beds from Conrail in the early 1990s despite heavy 
public opposition, concurred. “The concern I hear 
most about from elderly walkers or those with chil-
dren is that they like a slower quality of trail, not a 
commuter lane.” Brown is also a former WVRT presi-
dent as well as a retired veteran town councilperson. 

When members of the Westraub/Diaz group said 
to Brown that they wanted to be mindful of creating 
a similar standard for all of the trails that linked with 
the Empire State Trail, she was taken aback. “This was 
intended to be a park – a place where residents and 
visitors could stroll and exercise and rest on a bench in 
the shade – not a transportation corridor.”

She went on to say that “It’s great that our little local 
rail trail is a link in the Empire State Trail, but I hope 
its rural character won’t change too much. Maybe the 
EST map can say that visitors should expect a narrow, 
much more leisurely paced linear park along this sec-
tion than they experience on Route 299. One of the 
original visions for this trail, after all, was a way to bring 
more visitors to our local businesses and to provide a 
parklike setting where people could stroll and chat and 
enjoy the abundance of nature all around them…And 
on a hot summer day, everyone will appreciate the 
shady tree canopy between the 299 and the River-to-
Ridge sections. So, yes, let’s fi x what needs to be fi xed, 
but let’s not lose our local character.”

The rail trail was certainly not suff ering from hu-
man neglect this past Sunday as cyclists, families, 
couples, runners, groups and lone walkers strolled 
along the shady corridor.

The entire project is scheduled to be completed 
within eleven months.

To learn more, participate, fi ll out surveys, ask 
questions or make comments, go to the upcoming 
meeting that will take place on Tuesday, June 18 from 
4 to 6 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. at the New Paltz Com-
munity Center., or visit the website at www.ulster-
countyny.gov/transportation-council/active-studies/
wallkill-valley-rail. Slack can also be contacted at 
bsia@co.ulster.ny.us or by calling (845) 334-5590. ++

3 Park Lane, Highland, NY 12528
845.834.2737

AccentYourBusiness.com

AV SYSTEMS  •  CCTV

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY

Everything Ulster Publishing  
 in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com

e can be only 

1



 New Paltz Times 18 •  June 13, 2019

Schools Student events, profi les & sports

Kazu Shimada

by Dayna Thomas

B
EST KNOWN FOR her contagious smile, 
warm positive energy, artistic skills and fl u-
ency in Japanese, New Paltz High School 
(NPHS) senior Kazu Shimada is always 

working hard. Whether it be on work for one of 
the two schools she attends or an art project on the 
side, Shimada is always busy.  

Shimada was born in Osaka, Japan and after a 
mere six months moved to London because her 
father was attending graduate school there. After 
about fi ve years, the Shimada family moved back to 
Japan for another six months and then fi nally de-
cided on residing in New Paltz. 

In Japan, there is more freedom for children, as 
the towns and cities are more compact, visiting 
friends and family is much easier than it is here. 
Shimada notes that this is one of her favorite things 
about returning to Japan every summer. 

“I could just walk out of my house after school 
and hang out with friends,” says Shimada. “My par-
ents didn’t really question it, they would just tell me 
to come back in time for dinner. It was really fun 
and I don’t really get to experience that freedom in 
the U.S.”

Along with visiting relatives, Shimada also loves 
to attend summer festivals while she is in Japan, as 
they are a great representation of the life and cul-
ture in Japan. 

Once no longer in the U.S., Shimada still attended 
a Japanese school while simultaneously attending 
school in New Paltz. Every Saturday for the past 
eleven years, Shimada and her family would drive 
to a Japanese school in New Jersey and attend a six-
hour day of school, which covered all the material 
in a typical week.  

“They cram a week’s worth of school into six 
hours and then they give you a week’s worth of 
homework and expect you to study,” says Shimada. 
“It’s fi ne in elementary school, but when it got to 
middle and high school, it got complicated to bal-
ance it all.”

Although attending this school also granted Shi-
mada with an excess of knowledge and a heightened 
ability to manage her time, Shimada believes that 
the best thing that she got out of it were her friends. 

“You don’t really get a group of people who know 

the American culture and the Japanese culture 
around you, but in New Jersey it was a class full of 
those people,” says Shimada wholeheartedly. “Even if 
I felt like I didn’t belong in either Japan or the U.S., I 
had a group of people who understood me and that 
made me really happy.”

Since graduating in March of 2018, Shimada has 
returned to the school many times, as her mother 
is a teacher there and her brother is still attending 
classes. Shimada enjoys helping out with the events 
there as well as remaining in contact with her class-
mates. 

Additionally, Shimada has been surrounded by 
art ever since a little kid. With infl uences from her 
grandfather who carves traditional Japanese masks, 
and her uncles who are painters and potters, Shima-
da has artistic skill in her blood. Shimada has taken 
art classes at NPHS for the past three years and spe-

cializes in pen and ink drawings. 
“When you have such a tiny tool, you have more 

control,” says Shimada. “It’s very simplistic.” 
In Shimada’s house, traditional Japanese callig-

raphy hangs on the walls, signifying the families 
New Year’s resolutions. When walking by these 
pieces of art, Shimada is reminded of her resolu-
tion to “Walk like the clouds and fl ow like the wa-
ter.” 

Although Shimada loves creating art, and it has 
become really helpful in combating the stresses of 
high school life, she plans on keeping it a hobby 
in the future.  

Along with drawing, Shimada has also always 
had a love for literature and reading. With large 
bookcases containing hundreds of books both in 
English and Japanese that fi ll her room, Shimada 
has been greatly infl uenced by the stories that she 
has read over the years. 

As Shimada’s grandfather used to own a Japa-
nese bookstore, she has acquired many books 
over the years. Shimada tends to read more Japa-
nese realistic fi ction, while in English she tends to 
read more mystery. 

“Japanese is better at description because there 
are a lot more describing words,” comments Shi-
mada. “The language itself is made out of lots of 
metaphors and implications, so it’s really interest-
ing to read.” 

At NPHS, Shimada has been an active member 
of the Mathletes Club since sophomore year, and 
has looked up to Kathryn Stewart as an inspiration. 
Before joining the club, Shimada did not like math, 
but by learning how to approach and solve more ab-
stract problems has helped her refi ne her skills. 

“You can see how some of it actually connects 
to the real world,” says Shimada. 

In the fall, Shimada will be attending Wellesley 
College to study environmental studies. For fi ve 

years, Shimada has been an active member of the 
Mohonk Preserve, helping out with the Youth Nature 
Ambassador Program, as well as a variety of summer 
camps. 

“I learned a lot while I was there,” says Shimada 
Smiling. “We had various people come in to teach 
us about the local nature and ecosystems so that we 
can actually explain things to visitors. It made me 
appreciate my surroundings more.” 

Shimada hopes to get a job that directly helps peo-
ple, which is one of the main reasons that she plans 
on majoring in environmental studies.  

There is a Japanese saying that Shimada tries to live 
by, which encourages her to keep a positive attitude.

 “If you try to be happy, than happiness will come 
to you,” says Shimada with a smile. “I try to keep 
myself positive even when things aren’t going great. 
I try to do something good every day.” ++

Kazu Shimada.
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It’s the economy

It’s about us, he says
“Personality can be all-important in politics, as 
we all know. It was clear in the crowded Kingston 
courthouse room where Gardiner resident Pat Ryan 
was sworn in at 12:43 p.m. Friday June 7, that a page 
was being turned. Judging from his public perfor-
mance, Ryan will present a contrast in personality 
to previous county executive Mike Hein. That diff er-
ence may well over time be as important for the eco-
nomic future as the political future of Ulster County.   

It is hard to imagine the buttoned-up Hein exulting 
in the enthusiastic way Ryan did toward the end of 
his acceptance speech, “Public service is where it’s 
at. It’s the coolest gig around.” 

Ryan hit the ground running. The diff erent style 
in the county offi  ce building is extending beyond 
the sixth-fl oor offi  ce of the county executive. Ryan 
was at the entrance of the building Monday morn-
ing shaking hands with the county employees start-
ing their work week. He thought he detected guilty 
looks from a few who were a couple of minutes late. 
He wasn’t there to check on them, he said with a 
smile later than morning.

On Monday, Ryan also toured the county solar ar-
ray on the site of a former landfi ll in the Town of Ul-
ster. That 5940-panel array, which began operating 
last year, is intended to produce 20 percent of the 
county government’s power demand. The project, 
funded by other entities, was one of the great suc-
cesses of the Hein administration. It won praise from 
the state. DEC commissioner Basil Seggos said it was 
the kind of initiative that bolstered community resil-
iency and reduced greenhouse-gas emissions. 

On May 14 of last year, a release “from the execu-
tive’s desk” had lauded the project. In this case, 
Hein’s administration deserved full credit. 

Of the hundreds of releases (it took 67 pages on 
the county website just to list them) Hein’s offi  ce 
sent out over the years, however, to my knowledge 
every single one mentioned Hein in its fi rst sentence, 
no matter how large or small his and his administra-
tion’s role was. Judging from the image Pat Ryan was 
projecting last Friday, it’s hard to imagine the self-ef-
facing new county executive, who presented himself 
as the ultimate team player, eclipsing this record of 
compulsive self-presentation.

Ryan’s address was inclusive toward the entire au-
dience of close to 300 persons crowded in the court-
room (with a televised overfl ow room next to it). Any 
successful politician’s inauguration would have been 
inclusionary. But Pat Ryan’s 15-minute speech was 
more emotional than most.

He was willing to take risks, Ryan said. He had 
an almost indescribable pride in the rich heritage of 
the community. He was going to embark on a listen-

ing tour in each of the county’s municipalities. He 
wouldn’t be limited by political partisanship. He’d 
encourage teamwork. “A collective is better than any 
individual,” he said.

As a military man (West Point, Class of 2004), he 
said, he had learned that no matter what, you don’t 
leave anyone behind: Ulster County had a moral 
responsibility always to help the neediest and least 
privileged of its people. “It’s not about me,” he said. 
“It’s about us.”

The ultimate community he served was the people 
of Ulster County, the 37-year-old Ryan said. He prom-
ised that the last thing he would think of every night 
and the fi rst thing he would think of every morning 
was the 180,000 people of Ulster County. 

Heady stuff . 
“Leadership is about priorities,” Ryan said in his 

speech, presenting a fi ve-layered club sandwich of 
policy areas requiring close executive attention: a 
Green New Deal, tackling the opioid crisis, growing 
and diversifying the county economy, redefi ning the 
justice system to emphasize rehabilitative and re-
storative elements, and making county government 
more responsive and responsible. Those would be 
his policy emphases, he said.

It was an ecumenical message. None of these poli-
cies represent a radical departure from the professed 
priorities of the Hein administration. The change in 
style would be the big diff erence. Hein’s administra-
tion was a team, too, but a top-down team not slow 
to express executive displeasure at dissent whether 
from inside or outside government. Too much stick, 
too little carrot.

Pat Ryan has started with a mandate. “You are the 
people’s choice here in Ulster County,” state comp-
troller Tom DiNapoli told him from the podium on 
Friday, referencing Ryan’s overwhelming electoral 
victory against Republican opponent Jack Hayes. 
“You will have to make the tough calls. You don’t 
know where the journey ends.”

The state comptroller assured Ryan that DiNapoli’s 
offi  ce would continue its auditing responsibilities even 
over governments with whose leadership he was on 
friendly terms. DiNapoli drew one of the biggest laughs 

in the 45-minute ceremony when he told Ryan he had 
only two words of warning for him: “Elliott Auerbach.” 
Auerbach is of course the former Ulster County comp-
troller recently appointed by DiNapoli as head of the 
state offi  ce auditing local governments.

Without criticizing Hein or his interim succes-
sor and deputy, Adele Reiter, Ryan has been sending 
out clear signals. He’s now listed his top priorities, 
but he’s not yet tipped his hand on the staff  changes 
to come. All department heads are preparing two-page 
summaries of the strengths, issues and mission of their 
department. Ryan will discuss what they write with 
them in one-on-one interviews. He’ll of course be lis-
tening to input from other sources as well.

The numerous county department heads and oth-
er political appointees in the courthouse audience 
last Friday had of course a signifi cant stake in Ryan’s 
decisions. So did Ryan’s most passionate campaign 
supporters and advisors, also present in substantial 
numbers.

Growing the economy is a particular area where 
teamwork between public and private sectors is vi-
tal. There’s concern in some circles that this prior-
ity area was not one of the Hein administration’s 
strengths. As we can see every day on the national 
level, the operation of a free-market economy and 
top-down problem-solving don’t easily coexist. 

Here in Ulster County, Ryan is seeking advice from 
a wide variety of people. As a former intelligence of-
fi cer, he’s gathering intelligence.

Don’t mistake an inquiring spirit for an inability 
to get things done. In my long conversation with 
him Monday morning on economic matters, I found 
Ryan far more cognizant of how an economy works 
than any member of the county government staff  in 
charge of matters of economic development. 

As I left his offi  ce, I couldn’t help thinking to my-
self: This ought to be Interesting. Very interesting.  

-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Climate change and sex

What do climate change and sex have in common? 
In our culture, talking about either of them makes 

us uncomfortable -- but that seems to be changing, 
especially for climate change.

A recent poll showed that most parents who believe 
in climate change, wanted it to be taught in school, 
but still have a reluctance to talk about it at home. 
However, when kids came home with climate ques-
tions, parents, especially the men, were happy to en-
gage.

A TED talker was advocating backup plans for any 
stressful situations. In the case of climate change, the 
“talk” may actually reduce some of the anxiety that 
our young people are feeling. So let’s talk it up.

Dan Guenther
New Paltz 

Let the voters decide

Is it a “schoolyard hissy fi t” to ask why the deputy 
mayor was rejected from the New Paltz Democratic 
Committee? Reducing our elected deputy mayor, 
someone with a Ph.D. in Sociology from SUNY Albany 
and current Associate Director of the Benjamin Cen-
ter for Public Policy, to a simple random “friend” is to 
minimize over a decade-long public service record. 

Why would the committee reject such an obviously 
committed democrat? Because the majority of commit-
tee members are simply unable to allow for the natural 
change that comes with time in any organization. They 
have forgotten that they are representatives of local 
Democrats and that transparency is the way forward for 
Democrats. No more operating in the shadows.

Thank you, former Mayor Terry Dungan, for pub-
licly stating your reasons for rejecting KT. I don’t 
have the time to fact check any of your numbers on 
the town taxes yet, but I would like to point out that 
much of your letter was geared towards issues you 
have with Supervisor Bettez’s leadership decisions. 
Where is your proof that Supervisor Bettez is KT’s 
candidate? Why would it not be a good thing to have 
KT at the committee table to debate these points? And 
why is it okay to have Supervisor Bettez on the com-
mittee, but not KT?

Our committee chair also took the time to write to 
the paper using the title, “We have many points of 
view.” Yes, we do and that is a good thing. KT sup-
ported Antonio Delgado in the congressional primary. 
I supported Gareth Rhodes. KT supports four-story 
buildings in the village, I most certainly do not. When 
we reduce people to Democrats vs Republicans, or 
Progressives vs Moderates, we are making the choice 
to ignore how complex an individual human being 
can be. We abstract people to broad categories to 
control and infl uence them. Should the Democratic 
tent continue utilizing these abstractions or should 
we try to see each voter as a unique individual? 

I say let’s bring issues and solutions to the voters 
and let them decide what’s in their best interest. Let 
us resist the top-down approach and instead utilize 
the grassroots approach. Let every Democrat have a 
seat at the table, let us have conversations, let us dis-
agree without being disagreeable and most of all, let 
the voters decide. 

Tricia Bowen
New Paltz

Frustrated with the New Paltz 
Democratic Committee

I have lived in New Paltz for 15 years, and I love 
this community. I am also a Democrat and consider 
myself politically informed, but not as politically en-
gaged as I would like to be. Lately, I have been follow-
ing the debate regarding the New Paltz Democratic 
Committee, and I am disheartened. I am totally will-
ing to admit that I, until recently, did not fully under-
stand what the Democratic Committee does. It makes 
me feel frustrated to hear that individuals who are 
interested, willing and abundantly qualifi ed to serve 
are being denied the opportunity. Shouldn’t we be 

supporting those who want to volunteer their time, 
passion and expertise? Haven’t these folks shown 
their commitment to democratic ideals and have 
proven how much they care? And, from my read 
of recent letters from the leadership of the commit-
tee, it seems that there is a discomfort with trans-
parency. I am glad that we are hearing more about 
the inner workings of the committee, and I hope 
that it can run more smoothly, with higher levels of 
inclusion, than what we are seeing now. 

Sue Busby
New Paltz

New Paltz High School PTSA
Good Times, Good Kids Raffl  e

A huge thank you to all of the local businesses 
who donated to the New Paltz High School PTSA 
Good Times, Good Kids Raffl  e. As our main fund-
raiser for the year, we couldn’t do it without you! 
Many thanks to a Tavola, The Bakery, Colonial 
Flowers, Garvan’s, Hurd’s Family Farm, Jar’d, Jen-
kinstown Day Spa, Karma Road, Krause’s Choco-
lates, LaBella’s, Lagusta’s Luscious, Lowe’s, Main 
Course, Main Street Bistro, Mark Gruber Gallery, 
McGillicuddy’s, Mohonk Mountain House, P &G’s, 
New Paltz Health & Nutrition Center, New Paltz Ka-
rate, Ramblin’ Rose, Shaper’s, Upstairs on 9 and 
Wallkill View Farm Market. 

Laura Trifi lo and Teresa Thompson
New Paltz High School PTSA

Associate membership on the
New Paltz Democratic Committee

Voting is not the only job of a Democratic Com-
mittee member. 

According to the Committee bylaws: (http://new-
paltzdemocrats.com/bylaws/):

“It shall be the duty of each Committee and As-
sociate Committee person to: (1) attend at least fi fty 
percent (50%) of the meetings of the Town Commit-
tee; (2) perform duties assigned by vote of the Town 
Committee; (3) support the nominated candidates 
of the Democratic Party; (4) serve on at least one 
standing subcommittee, as a liaison to a political 
campaign organization or serve as an offi  cer of the 
New Paltz Town Committee; (5) attend the annual 
meeting of the Ulster County Democratic Commit-
tee; and (6) participate in the fund-raising activities 
of the Town Committee, including making an an-
nual contribution totaling at least $25.00.

An Associate Committee person shall bear all of 
the rights and responsibilities of Committee per-
sons, except that they may only vote on committee 
matters when one or both of the two Committee 
members from their Election District is absent from 
the meeting. If only one Committee Member is ab-
sent and two Associates from that District are pres-
ent, the senior Associate shall be eligible to vote.”

Associate members work as hard as full members 
to do the work of the committee. Many hands make 
light work. In addition to having lots of Democratic 
voices and having a wider reach into the commu-
nity, having Associate members allows us to have a 
quorum at meetings with lower turnout. This helps 
to keep our work going month to month. 

I again invite any interested Democrat to join the 
New Paltz Democratic Committee for one of the 17 
open Associate positions. Those positions are im-
portant and valued by many of us. 

You can e-mail newpaltzdems@gmail.com with 
your letter of interest. The next meeting is Thurs-
day June 13 at 7 p.m. at the Village Hall. We will be 
hearing from Ulster County comptroller candidates 
March Gallagher and Lisa Cutten. All Democrats are 
welcome. 

Amy Dooley 
New Paltz 

We can recycle more plastic

We recently visited the MRFs (Material Recycling 
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Facilities) ran by County Waste in Albany and the 
Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency (UCRRA) 
facility in Kingston. 

Prior to these visits, I noticed bins for plastic bags 
at some retail stores, but embarrassingly wasn’t us-
ing them until folks at the MRFs explained to me 
the problem with plastics and MRFs. To help keep 
MRFs running smoothly -- and to prevent plastic fi lm 
from being landfi lled -- Governor Andrew Cuomo 
amended 2009’s NYS Plastic Bag Reduction, Reuse 
and Recycling Act, eff ective March 2015, to include 
fi lm plastics. These are defi ned as “Uncontaminated 
Non-Rigid Film Plastic Packaging Products Com-
posed of Plastic Resins, Which Include, But Are Not 
Limited To, Newspaper Bags, Dry Cleaning Bags And 
Shrink-Wrap.” 

Stores with 10,000 square feet or more of retail 
space, chains which operate fi ve or more stores with 
greater than 5,000 square feet of retail space and 
owners of enclosed shopping malls must make col-
lection bins for plastic bags and fi lm plastic recycling 
available to customers. 

Last week I brought my fi rst plastic bread bag 
stuff ed with (clean and dry) produce bags, plastic 
shopping bags, wrap from toilet tissue, cereal bags, 
etc. to Tops Markets and placed it in the bin near 
their front entrance. I try to consume less plastic and 
use canvas bags for shopping, but it was easy to keep 
this bread bag available for plastics I ended up with 
during the last several weeks that previously I would 
have thrown in the trash.

However, items like pre-washed salad mix and tor-
tilla chip bags should not be placed in these recycling 
bins. Plastics for these bins should “feel stretchy.” A 
chip bag, for example, is too rigid and not stretchy. 

Both ShopRite and Tops in New Paltz have bins as 
they are required to provide bins because of the size 
of their stores. To fi nd other locations outside of New 
Paltz, visit https://www.plasticfi lmrecycling.org.

Mayor Tim Rogers 
New Paltz

Thank you from the Foundation 

On behalf of the NPCSD Foundation for Student 
Enhancement, I would like to thank the parents, 
educators, Board of Education trustees and other 
community members who came out to our seventh 
annual Spring Dinner and Wine Tasting Fundraiser 
at Robibero Winery on Friday, May 31. We shared a 
beautiful night where we celebrated another year 
with great food, music and friends.

After awarding several big projects last year, in-
cluding 3D printers, a new sound system for the mid-
dle school and iPads for English Language Learn-
ers, the Foundation has been mostly in fundraising 
mode this year. In the past few months, however, we 
funded the next iteration of the high school court-
yard gardens, which will help turn that space into 
a real outdoor classroom for many students. And at 
the dinner, we announced the greenlighting of a new 
project brought to us by all of the Duzine kindergar-
ten teachers: a program for all kindergartners called 
“Peaceful partnerships: Life Cycles in the 3 Sisters 
Garden.” This ambitious program will integrate the 
Green Classroom into the community-based work al-
ready underway. It will have all the kindergartners 
planting, nurturing and sustaining a Native 3 Sisters 
Garden throughout its life cycle, with the help of lo-
cal Native elders, and learning about the symbiotic 
relationships of birds, pollinating insects, and fl ow-
ers. We are excited to see the 3 Sisters Garden come 
to life. 

None of these programs would be possible with-
out the support of our community, our members, 
and, of course, this year’s very generous sponsors: 
Dawes Septic, John Ingenio, CPA, Apuzzo Kitchens, 
Bloom, Brookbeam Orthodontics, Kristin Zigouras 
of Exp. Realty, Hudson Valley Goldsmith, Hoover 
Architecture, Huguenot Strength and Conditioning, 
Jim DeMaio/State Farm, New Paltz Health and Nu-
trition, New Paltz Properties, the Plaza Diner, Cope-
land Funeral Home, Garvan’s Gastropub, Krause’s 
Chocolates, Mountain Valley Manor, Ulster Savings, 
and Wellness Embodied. 

We were also fortunate to receive some wonder-
ful items for our silent auction this year. Thank 
you to Rock and Snow; Benevento Design; Lucky C 
Stables; P & G’s; The Law Offi  ces of Robert F. Rich 
Jr., PLLC; Village Pizza; Garvan’s; Masseo Landscap-
ing; Wallkill View Farm Market; NP Rock Yoga; New 
Paltz Multisensory; New Paltz Ballet Theatre; New 

Paltz Recreational Soccer; Amazin’ Melts; Tantillo’s 
Farm Market; Main St. Bistro; Buttermilk Falls Inn; 
Mohonk Mountain House; Jason Friedman, MD; 
Jar’d; Ryan E. Cronin Art and Wares; Dedrick’s Gifts; 
Horses for a Change; Whitecliff  Vineyard & Winery; 
End Cut West Park; Cameo Art Studio; Shapers Sa-
lon; The Bakery; Clemson Brewery; Dushka Ramic; 
Carry Out Kings; and The Cheese Plate. 

Thanks also to Mike Beck, Tom Ingoglia and the 
rest of the P&G’s staff  for a delicious dinner; Soulia 
and the Sultans for the great music; Amy Dooley for 
being our photographer; and to Robibero Winery for 
hosting us.

We take great pride in making a diff erence in our 
children’s educational experiences and thank you 
for helping us to do so. See you next year!

Karen Edelman, President 
NPCSD Foundation for Student Enhancement

Ecological breakdown and climate 
change are here

I am writing to you today with great hopes that 
what I have to say will open your eyes to the press-
ing realities of the world and give you the courage to 
make changes to your life. Our actions, and more im-
portantly our inactions, are killing our world. In the 
coming decades we will witness societal breakdown 
and ecological catastrophe due to climate change 
and environmental degradation if we do not drasti-
cally change society in the coming years. A new UN 
Study describes our dire situation (not to be con-
fused with the other UN study which talks more spe-
cifi cally about climate change -- 12 years 1.5c report) 
-- https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/
may/06/human-society-under-urgent-threat-loss-
earth-natural-life-un-report. 

What does this mean for us as US citizens? If we 
do not act, it will most likely lead to starvation, cha-
os and possibly war -- but most certainly untimely 
death for you, your families and friends, Jenna and 
me included (this isn’t everyone else will die, but I 
will survive -- action movie scenario). If you need a 
time frame, I honestly think it is going to be prior to 
2050, although no scientist dares to put any dates on 
these things. 

Weather will be more unpredictable and storms 
will destroy our food and water sources. Mosquitoes 
and ticks will migrate north carrying more disease as 
we are seeing already. In 1993, DC had 114 mosquito 
days, and in 2006, there was already an increase to 
143 mosquito days. I am guessing this has increased 
by another month (30 days) already since then. 

Storms are going to increase in strength and inten-
sity. Our oceans are acidifying, becoming warmer 
(making stronger storms) and the sea level is rising. 
Not only will trillions of dollars be spent on help-
ing societies “rebound,” many people will die from 
these events. For people in the northeast, the most 
pressing issues lie with starvation, due to our food 
sources being destroyed from changing weather (if 
you need an example look at the Mississippi River 
Valley this year -- they are having a very hard time 
growing crops due to the massive fl ooding). Starva-
tion will also lead to peaceful societies destabilizing 
and turn into groups of people fending for them-
selves. I really do not like pointing out the fact that 
our current society is feeble at best. 

I bring up war because once people start migrat-
ing and putting pressure on other people and their 
resources, tempers rise and can become violent 
(i.e. Black Friday every year). One of the destabiliz-
ing factors for Syria is drought. A lack of necessities 
drives people to do crazy things to survive. 

What can you do? Luckily a lot. 
1. Most importantly talk about it. This is happen-

ing, whether you want to talk about it or not. But, if 
you talk about it, you can start to think about it and 
act on it. So please, feel free to direct your friends 
to me, or ask me questions. Most people actually 
believe in climate change, and fear it, but also fear 
talking about it because people think it is a political 
issue. 

2. Audit your personal lifestyle. Buy less, drive 
less, try not to fl y and take public transportation. If 
you need a vehicle, buy a used electric car. Buying 
products puts a great toll on our environmental sys-
tems. You know the sayings: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
and Buy Local. Do exactly that. Do not buy water 
bottles or things with a lot of packaging. There is so 
much more to this, and I am happy to talk with you 

about it. Ask me for more suggestions if you have no 
idea what I am talking about.

3. Eat less fi sh, meat and dairy -- not only is it good 
for your health it is incredibly good for the planet. 
“The meat industry has a particularly heavy impact. 
Grazing areas for cattle accounts for about 25% of 
the world’s ice-free land and more than 18% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. Crop production uses 
12% of land and less than 7% of emissions.” It is very 
easy to eat lower on the food chain and I can help 
you if needed. Try going dairy, fi sh and meat free 
one day a week for one month. The next month, try 
two days a week. The next month... you get the idea. 
See how far you can go -- make it a game! I know I 
still love butter and I still cook with it when I want. 
I also get eggs from my CSA share and am always 
happy to eat them -- which makes me a fl exitarian. 
Just try to be conscious of your meat, fi sh and dairy 
consumption. Another great thing to do is buy local 
produce. This helps your local economy, as well as 
cuts down your carbon footprint. You can also speak 
with your farmers to make sure they are not using 
pesticides which are harmful to your health and wa-
ter! And, of course, compost. It takes 25 years for a 
head of lettuce to decompose in a plastic bag -- and 
produces methane -- one of the worst ghg. 

4. Get involved. Join or start a local club that 
cares about these issues. Go to town hall meetings 
and participate in/lead a Fridays for the Future Cli-
mate Strikes. Put on a movie night at your school or 
library. Show your politicians that you care heavily 
about your heath, your life and your families lives. 
If you have kids, teach them about this. If you are a 
teacher, talk about it to your students! This should 
be a huge wake-up call. An okay place to start is with 
the Citizens Climate Lobby. They have groups every-
where. https://citizensclimatelobby.org/about-ccl/
chapters/

5. Ask me questions. Please, I am here to help. This 
can be very depressing and I suggest seeking help. I 
personally see a therapist -- which does indeed help. 

6. Last but not least, think about preparing if you 
want to survive a possible apocalyptic scenario. 
Think about moving to upstate NY (near the great 
lakes or North Country), Vermont or Michigan to ar-
eas that are going to be less impacted by climate. Cli-
mate change and ecological breakdown are real, and 
most likely will happen because people do not want 
to act, change or hold the rich accountable. People 
are not talking about how close these realities are be-
cause the media has vested interest in those causing 
the most pollution and committing the most ecologi-
cal crimes, but let me tell you, they are happening 
already and are a lot more dangerous than anyone 
wants to talk about. 

At the very least, start thinking about the ways you 
want to do your part. We can win this war, but it is 
going to take every one of us to act bravely. I love 
you and I want you to be a part of the solution. Like I 
said before, this is happening, whether you like it or 
not, so please lend a hand to help all of civilization. 
What needs to happen may look drastic or insane, 
but it would be insane to continue on the path that 
we currently are on. 

Daniel O’Brien (danielajobrien@gmail.com)
Port Ewen

Ever again

"He's always on trial for just being born. He's the neigh-
borhood bully."

Neighborhood Bully, Bob Dylan 
 

“If [Israel's enemies] put down their weapons today, 
there would be no more violence. If the Jews put down 
their weapons today, there would be no more Israel.”

Benjamin Netanyahu

I remember as a young boy overhearing a conver-
sation among a friend’s family members in which 
Jews were mentioned. They were talking about 
the Holocaust and Hitler and my friend’s brother’s 
wife joked, “Well, the problem with Hitler is that he 
didn’t fi nish the job.” I was too young to appreciate 
the humor or even the implications of the “joke.” 
However, years later, when I was more aware, I was 
working at my brother’s deli in New Jersey and one 
of the vendors was from Saudi Arabia. During one 
of our frequent conversations, the subject of the 
Holocaust arose and this Saudi man stated that the 
Holocaust never happened. I was stunned since 
I had never met anyone who was a Holocaust de-
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nier before. After questioning his seriousness, I at-
tempted to prove the Holocaust was a fact. However, 
my attempt was fruitless. Sensing there was some-
thing more involved in his denial I queried: “What 
if I could prove to your satisfaction that your denial 
was wrong, how would you respond?” His answer, 
“They [the Jews] deserved it” shocked me and al-
though I expressed my horror at such a statement, 
he remained steadfast in his opinion. Later, I had op-
portunity to work with people from Egypt, Morocco 
and Somalia. I raised the issue of the Holocaust with 
them on separate occasions explaining my encoun-
ter with my Saudi Arabian acquaintance: To my sur-
prise one stated a familiar phrase in his response to 
my story: “Sure the Holocaust happened, but Hitler 
didn’t fi nish the job.” When I objected to his state-
ment, his retort, unfortunately, didn’t surprise me: 
“Hey, what’s the problem...this is what my girlfriend 
says.” (His girlfriend was a native of New Jersey.) The 
others avoided making any direct comment of their 
own positions concerning the Holocaust. I also relat-
ed the account of my discussion with the vendor to 
a Jewish couple I knew (neighbors) and when I told 
them his answer to my question (“They [the Jews] 
deserved it”), I expected to see them react in anger 
or horror. Instead, looks of surprise and disappoint-
ment appeared on their faces. Apparently, this story 
contradicted their view that human beings were 
basically good and such hatred could be eliminated 
through education, social justice and good will. After 
9/11, an American co-worker, during our conversa-
tion on the attack, blamed it on the “f...g Jews” in 
Israel. Although these stories are anecdotal, they 
are refl ective of the beliefs of far too many people 
throughout the world. Iran has promised to wipe Is-
rael off  the map and Hamas and others refuse even 
to grant that Israel has a right to exist. 

Behind the recent horrifi c synagogue murders 
in the United States, is the enduring anti-Semitism 
which inspires such evil. One example of such preju-
dice against Jews, is a fl oat that was part of a carnival 
celebration parade in the Belgian City of Aalst, held 
to mark the beginning of Lent. The parade tradition-

ally features a variety of controversial and topical 
fl oats, mocking world leaders and current events. 
But the off ering from the Vismooil’n group, 74 years 
after the Holocaust, titled “Sabbath Year” prompted 
outrage because it featured caricatured Orthodox 
Jews sitting on bags of money with rats crawling on 
them. Perhaps what is more disturbing is the recent 
political cartoon (in the tradition of anti-Semitic 
propaganda) featured in the New York Times Inter-
national Edition that portrayed a blind President 
Trump, wearing a skullcap, being led by Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, drawn as a dog 
on a leash with a Star of David collar. After protests 
over the cartoon erupted, the New York Times apolo-
gized noting that, “Such imagery is always danger-
ous, and at a time when anti-Semitism is on the rise 
[everywhere] it is all the more unacceptable.” The 
“newspaper of record” also stated, “We are commit-
ted to making sure nothing like this happens again.” 
(This apology raises the questions: In view of such 
danger and rising anti-Semitism and the Holocaust, 
why weren’t the editors committed to making sure 
that nothing like this happened in the fi rst place? 
And, if there had been no protests registered, would 
the “Gray Lady” have noticed the inappropriateness 
of such cartoons?)

I once heard Dennis Prager, the conservative radio 
talk show host and author, state that the safety and 
security aff orded to Jews in America is, historically, 
unprecedented. He also said he didn’t expect it to 
last and recounted a conversation he often had with 
Jewish friends who felt the same way. Prager stated 
they discussed which gentiles they knew that would 
help them when the expected persecution fi nally 
came. The latent and not so latent anti-Semitism I’ve 
seen (and even experienced in my own heart as a 
young boy because of comments like the one from 
my boyhood friend’s family noted above) leads me 
to believe that Prager and those holding his view in 
this regard are not paranoid. But perhaps the most 
troubling recent example demonstrating the level of 
hatred that exists today is the “Ramallah Lynch” that 
took place on October 12, 2000 at the el-Bireh po-
lice station. During this incident, a Palestinian crowd 
stormed the police station and killed two male Is-
rael Defense Force reservists. These men, Vadim 
Nurshitz and Yosef Avrahami, had entered the Pal-
estinian Authority controlled City of Ramallah in the 
West Bank and were taken into custody by Palestin-
ian Authority policemen. I remember watching in 
disbelief on the news one of the dead men thrown 
from a window and the crowd immediately attack-
ing and mutilating the corpse. Although, that mob 
may have been convinced that their hatred and ac-
tions were justifi ed because of Israeli off enses -- both 
real and imagined -- such hatred should remind us 
that pogroms against Jews throughout their histori-
cal diaspora and “the fi nal solution” were also based 
upon perceived estimations of Jewish off enses: all of 
which were imagined. (I can almost hear someone 
thinking “Imagined? They deserved it.”) However, 
Hitler (whose insane vision for humanity plunged 
the world into an abyss of incomprehensible horror) 
and those willing to support him believed these of-
fenses to be real and the off ending people deserv-
ing of the genocide they suff ered. With this in view, 
the pure in heart (those who seek to recognize the 
prejudices in their own hearts and renounce them) 
should consider what would really happen if Israel 
(considered to be the neighborhood bully by their 
enemies) were to submit to a “Peace Plan” that per-
suaded them to let down their guard today, as they 
did on Yom Kippur in 1973. The historical record 
warns what Israel’s fate might be if such a letdown 
occurred. This same record suggests that Dennis 
Prager may well be right about the longevity of the 
safety and security of the Jewish people in America. 
And because of this, Israel, as well as Jewish people, 
should not be letting down their guard or laying 
down their weapons before hostile Nations (or allies 
or even friendly neighbors) that surround them...
ever again. 

George Civile 
Gardiner

Government is complex

Everything about the operation of a government 
is governed by laws and regulations; right down to 
something as small as the hand soap in the bath-
room. Being the head of a government is a serious 
commitment for people who altruistically wish to 

serve their community. 
A person, who wishes to be in government at 

any level should be willing to do the work of learn-
ing what’s necessary to do the job well. One cannot 
simply rely on other people to tell you what needs 
to be done. A person in government needs to know 
enough about what they are doing to be able to dis-
tinguish between good advice and bad advice.

When one is elected to a position in government, 
the public is trusting them to do the work of that of-
fi ce conscientiously and well. Someone, who runs 
for an offi  ce that they cannot or are not willing to do 
well in, betrays the public’s trust.

The Democratic Committee bylaws stipulate that it 
is our responsibility the recruit the best candidates. 
The record of KT’s candidates shows that this is not 
her priority. Also, what is it with KT’s candidates that 
they are only willing to “serve” their community if 
they can get an exorbitant salary? 

During Mayor West’s fi rst term, he got two raises, 
but when he tried for a third raise his board said no. 
Then, during his second term, he kept trying, un-
successfully, for another raise. The current mayor 
is paid more than his predecessor ever was, more 
than the other mayors in Ulster County and more 
than you would expect any mayor in a New York vil-
lage the size of New Paltz. Our current supervisor, 
demonstrably the least qualifi ed supervisor in Ulster 
County, is ironically one of the highest paid. 

To paraphrase an old saying, all that’s necessary 
for incompetence to triumph is for qualifi ed peo-
ple to do nothing. It’s not simply a matter of fi nd-
ing qualifi ed candidates to run for offi  ce; the rate of 
Democratic voter turnout in New Paltz is one of the 
lowest in the County. 

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

An open letter to State Senator
Jen Metzger

Did you make the following statement when you 
were running for the New York Senate in 2018? “Fair-
ness is not a political issue. We all deserve the same 
opportunities, we all deserve equal pay for equal 
work and we all deserve the same protections under 
the law.”

I urge you to refl ect upon that statement. Did 
you make that statement only to secure votes from 
labor and social justice activists, or did you make 
that statement because you truly believed in those 
words? If that is the case, then why is there reluc-
tance to bring the Farmworker Fair Labor Practices 
Act for a vote and thus end the many human rights 
violations inherit in our agricultural system? As 
chairperson of the Senate Agricultural Committee, 
you play a critical role. The people of New York State 
need your leadership. NOW! 

The Farmworker Fair Labor Practices Act is not 
political. It is not Republican and it is not Democrat. 
What is inherent within this bill has all to do with hu-
man rights, rights that our farmworkers have been 
denied within the State of New York. It has to do with 
respecting the dignity of our farmworkers. It has to 
do with building a right relationship with each of our 
neighbors involved in our agricultural system. It has 
to do with the basic humanity of our farmworkers.

Every person who eats within the State of New 
York is complicit in the systemic racism and exploi-
tation found within our agricultural food system. 
When you drink milk, there are dairy farmworkers 
right now being abused. There are workers in the 
fi elds working long hours under challenging condi-
tions so food can make it to our tables.

At the Senate hearing in Sullivan County, we heard 
the message of how important our agricultural sys-
tem is to our State economy. I don’t dispute that fact. 
However, should we as New Yorkers continue to wit-
ness and to allow human rights violations within the 
agricultural system? I think not! 

Each of us, including you as our State Senator, 
need to stand up and stand with our farmworkers 
to ensure that they get the same equal protections 
under the law that you have.

Make history, Senator Metzger! Bring the Farm-
worker Fair Labor Practice Act to the fl oor and end 
the human rights violations found within our agri-
cultural system here in our State of New York.

The Rev. Deacon Gail S. Ganter-Toback
New Paltz
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF NEW PALTZ
TOWN BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ONA TOWN 
PROPOSAL TO PUR-
CHASE A 14.3-ACRE 
PARCEL AT 59 NORTH 
PUTT CORNERS 
ROAD IN THE TOWN 
OF NEW PALTZ 
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that on Thursday 
the 20th day of June, 
2019, at 7:00 p.m., 
or as soon thereafter 
as the matter can be 
heard, a Public Hear-
ing will be held before 
the Town Board of the 
Town of New Paltz, 
New York, at the Town 
of New Paltz Town 
Courthouse, located 
at 23 Plattekill Av-
enue, New Paltz, New 
York, 12561 to hear 
public comment and 
consider the Town’s 
proposal to purchase 
and develop the 14.3-
acre property located 
at 59 North Putt Cor-
ners Road, known as 
Section 86.8, Block 6, 
Lot 21 on the Town tax 
maps.  The purpose of 
the purchase is to relo-
cate the Town’s Police 
Department and Jus-
tice Court to the exist-
ing warehouse struc-
ture located on said 
property, with neces-
sary renovations.
Dated: June7, 2019
New Paltz, New York 

Rosanna Rosen-
kranse, Town Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 323 OLD MILL LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 4/16/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of Ul-
ster. SSNY
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 856 N. Mountain 
Rd., Gardiner,
NY 12525. Purpose: 
any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE
PM 59 CUTLER LLC  
Art. OF Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/12/2019. Off . Loc. : 
Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY to mail copy of 
process to The LLC, 
c/o Philip Mindlin, 238 
President Street, - Apt. 
4, Brooklyn, NY 11231. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.
 

LEGAL NOTICE
BARNCROFT STAYS 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/9/2019. Off . Loc. : 
Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 357 Dean 
Street, Apt. 4A, Brook-
lyn, NY 11217. Purpose 
: Any lawful act or ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOP NOTCH TREE RE-
MOVAL AND PROPER-
TY MAINTENANCE, 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
4/17/2019. Off . Loc. : 
Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 82 Tangle-
wood Road, West Hur-
ley, NY 12491. Purpose 
: Any lawful act or ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): 
Confectionery NYC 
LLC Articles of Organi-
zation were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 3/18/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Confectionery NYC  
25 N Front Street New 
Paltz NY 12561). Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEST EASTERN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
04/30/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: De Ying Chen, 
186 N Putt Corners 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Tower Hill Farm, LLC 
Art. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on April 29, 
2019. Offi  ce: Ulster. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy to the 
LLC, (261 Swartekill 
Rd, Highland, NY 
12528. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Eva Astor LLC Notice 
of Formation of Route 
Eva Astor LLC. Articles 
of Organization fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 05/14/2019. 
Offi  ce Location 5  Lib-
erty Street, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 (Ulster Coun-
ty). SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of 
process to: 5 Liberty 
Street New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Little Bird Landcraft-
ing, LLC
1:The name of the Lim-
ited Liability Company 
is Little Bird Landcraft-
ing, LLC
2:The Articles of Orga-
nization were fi led on 
5/1/19 with the Secre-
tary of  State.
3:The Offi  ce of the LLC 
is in Ulster County.
4.The Secretary of 
State has been desig-
nated as agent upon 
whom process against 
the Company is to be 
served.  The address 
to which the Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
process is:  169 Main 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561
5:The purpose of the 
business of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity for 
which the LLC may be 
organized under the 
Limited Liability Law 
for the State of New 
York.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Highland Parcel 4 
LLC, Art. of Org.  fi led 
w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 01/10/19.  Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Co., 
NY.; SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of pro-
cess c/o the Company, 
47 Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC): 35 BVD LLC. 
Art. of Org. were fi led 
with SSNY on May 13, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: 40 Sunset 
Ridge, Suite 120 New 
Paltz NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC)
NAME: MIND THE 
FOREST LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/10/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc.,1967 
Wehrle Drive, Suite 
1 #086, Buff alo, NY 
14221. Legalinc Corpo-
rate Services Inc., 1967 
Wehrle Drive, Suite 
1 #086, Buff alo, NY 
14221 has been desig-
nated as the registered 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act or 
activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
BROOKBEAM ORTHO-
DONTICS AND DEN-
TISTRY, PLLC
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/17/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County.  Princ. offi  ce of 
PLLC: 3 Plattekill Ave., 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of PLLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
the LLC, 1153 Flatbush 
Rd., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Ortho-
dontics and dentistry. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Belluck Law, PLLC 
fi led Arts. of Org. with 
the Dept of State of NY 
on
5/17/19. Offi  ce: Ulster 
County. The Sec'y of 
State of NY has been 
designated
as agent of the PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served and shall
mail a copy of any 
such process to: Jo-
seph Belluck, 52 Laura 
Ln, Woodstock,
NY 12498. Purpose: 
Law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Law Offi  ces of Joseph 
Belluck, PLLC fi led 
Arts. of Org. with the 
Dept of
State of NY on 5/20/19. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
The Sec'y of State of 
NY has
been designated as 
agent of the PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be

served and shall mail 
a copy of any such 
process to: Joseph Bel-
luck, 52
Laura Ln, Woodstock, 
NY 12498. Purpose: 
Law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of MFH DEVELOP-
MENT LLC (LLC). Art. 
Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/21/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of pro-
cess served to: 40 Ca-
naan Road, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Any legal 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Doc’s Winery, LLC.  
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
5/28/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of the 
process to the LLC, 5 
Tina Drive, Gardiner, 
NY 12525. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LEGA NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: subPixel Media 
LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
2/26/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: subPixel Media 
LLC, 10 Longyear Ave, 
Tillson NY 12486. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act or 
activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
SELBY LEGAL, PLLC. 
Art/Org. fi led w/SSNY 
on
1/25/17. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster Cty. SSNY desig-
nated for svc/proc &
shall mail to 243 Main 
St. #250, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Saddle Ridge Farm 
LLC Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of the 
State of New York on 

05/30/2019. Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
Heather Erichsen has 
been designated as 
Agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be service. the address 
to which SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any pro-
cess again the LLC ser-
viced upon his is the 
LLC, 3432 Route 9W 
Highland NY 12528. 
Purpose to Corpora-
tion: To engage in any 
lawful act of activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of MDM Acres LLC Ar-
ticles of organization 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of the State of New 
York on 05/30/2019. 
Offi  ce Location: Ulster 
County. Christian Er-
ichsen has been des-
ignated as Agent upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. The 
address to which SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the LLC served upon 
him is the LLC, 34322 
Route 9W Highland 
NY 12528. Purpose to 
Corporation: to En-
gage in any lawful act 
or activity

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qual. of 
CAMP MOLJO LLC, 
fi led with the SSNY on 
12/15/17. Offi  ce
loc: Ulster County. 
LLC formed in NJ on 
10/24/17. SSNY is desig-
nated as
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served 
and shall mail process
to: The LLC, 415 New-
ark St, Apt 9E, Hobo-
ken, NJ 07030. Ad-
dress required to
be maintained in NJ: 
415 Newark St, Apt 9E, 
Hoboken, NJ 07030. 
Cert of
Formation fi led with 
NJ Sec. of State, 33 
West State St., Tren-
ton, NJ 08608.
Purpose: any lawful 
act.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby 
given that a license, 
number “Pending”, 
has been applied for 
by the undersigned to 
sell Beer and Wine at 
retail under the Alco-
holic Beverage Control 
Law at 26 WALLKILL 
AVENUE WALLKILL 
NY 12589 for On Prem-
ises Consumption
P A S Q U A L E ’ S 
WALLKILL ENTER-
PRISES INC
 
P A S Q U A L E ’ S 
WALLKILL
26 WALLKILL AV-
ENUE 
WALLKILL NY 12589
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