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PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

The Reformed Church of New Paltz has a missions team that is going to Uganda this fall. In order to raise money prior to the event, they 
are hosting a Uganda dinner and silent auction on June 22. Pictured are members of the mission team (L-R): Ann Phillips, Beth Cornwell, 
Shelly Bliden, Cheryl Alloway, Glenn Phillips, John Litton and Pamela Wanning.

A lifetime 
of service
Highland Fire Chief Peter 
Miller looks back

by Sharyn Flanagan

S
TROLLING ACROSS THE mile-
and-a-quarter expanse of Walk-
way Over the Hudson, it’s hard to 
believe that the elevated pedes-

trian bridge with its scenic views -- such 
a calm and relaxing place -- only came 
into being because of a horrifi c fi re that 
occurred there 45 years ago. Opened in 
1889 as the Poughkeepsie-Highland Rail-
road Bridge, the last train across its ex-
panse on May 8, 1974 caused a fi re that 
resulted in damage to the bridge too 
severe to overcome. In the years that 
followed, the burned-out structural re-
mains lay dormant and abandoned un-
til their conversion into the Walkway in 
2009.

The Highland Fire Department’s Chief 
Peter Miller was a relative rookie with 

Helping
hands
New Paltz Reformed 
Church’s Ugandan 
Dinner to benefi t AIDS 
Orphan Education Trust

by Frances Marion Platt

I
N THE AFRICAN country of Ugan-
da, if someone off ers you a rolex, 
they’re not trying to trick you into 
buying a cheap knockoff  of an ex-

pensive watch; they’re being hospitable. 
A rolex in Uganda is a piece of chapati 
bread fi lled with eggs, onions, cabbage 
or kale and tomatoes, plus some minced 
meat if your host is relatively affl  uent. 
You’ll have a chance to sample this in-
triguing indigenous dish – along with 
other national staples such as posho, a 
cornmeal concoction not unlike polenta 
– if you attend the Ugandan Dinner & Si-
lent Auction this Saturday, June 22 at the 

Highland Fire Chief Peter Miller. 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 
GARDINER | MUSIC

High school graduation in New Paltz 
and Highland

Highland and New Paltz schools will celebrate com-
mencement for graduating seniors this month, with 
eighth graders in both districts participating in moving-
up ceremonies. Students at New Paltz High School will 
claim their diplomas on Wednesday, June 26 at 6 p.m. 
Graduation ceremonies will be held at SUNY New Paltz. 
A PTSA-sponsored reception will follow. Any changes 
that need to be made will be posted on the school’s web-
site at www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us.

Eighth grade students in New Paltz will mark the 
occasion of moving up to high school at a moving-up 
ceremony to be held Wednesday, June 26, 9 a.m., at 
the SUNY New Paltz campus.

Graduates of Highland High School will don cap and 
gown on Wednesday, June 26 at 7 p.m. Commence-
ment ceremonies will be held on the football fi eld.

Youngsters in Highland moving up from eighth 
grade to high school will celebrate the transition in 
a moving-up ceremony held Tuesday, June 25, 6:30 
p.m., at the high school gymnasium.

SUNY New Paltz wins CASE 
fundraising award

SUNY New Paltz is one of 98 colleges and universi-
ties to win a 2019 Educational Fundraising Award, 
given annually by the Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education (CASE) to exceptional colle-
giate fundraising programs in the United States.

New Paltz was among 39 fi rst-time winners and 
one of only fi ve institutions to receive awards in both 
the Overall Improvement and Overall Performance 
categories.

“We’re honored and proud to receive this recogni-
tion from CASE, the premier association representing 
advancement in higher education,” said Erica Marks, 
vice president for development & alumni relations and 
executive director of the SUNY New Paltz Foundation. 

“Last year the SUNY New Paltz Foundation raised 
more philanthropic dollars than ever before in its his-
tory,” said Marks. “While the numbers are important, 
most meaningful has been the impact of philanthropy 
on our campus: supporting scholarships and student 
learning, campus initiatives such as the Hudson Valley 
Advanced Manufacturing Center, Veteran and Military 
Services, the Dorsky Museum of Art and programs that 
benefi t the entire community.” 

The Educational Fundraising Awards recognize 
development programs based on a blind review of 
data submitted to the CASE AMAtlas Voluntary Sup-
port of Education (VSE) survey and evaluated by ex-
perienced educational fundraisers. 

Bake for the lake

A bake sale to help save Tillson Lake will be held 
this Saturday, June 22 from 5 to 8 p.m. at Stone 
Wave, located at 2694 Route 44-55 in Gardiner.

The event will feature food, baked goods and an 
auction. The cost is $15, $7 for children and free for 
kids under three.

To order tickets, e-mail info @savetillsonlake.org, 
to pay by credit card/PayPal, visit savetillsonlake.org 
or send checks to Friends of Tillson Lake, P.O. Box 
228, Gardiner, NY 12525. 

Gardiner Senior Resource 
Committee luncheon in Gardiner 

The Gardiner Senior Resource Committee (GSRC) 
invites all Gardiner area seniors to enjoy a free lunch 
at the Gardiner Library on Monday, June 24 from 
noon to 2 p.m. This is the fi rst of what the committee 
hopes will be regular meetings of the new Gardiner 
Senior Center located at the library and attendance 
will help gauge future interest. Attendees can bring 
their favorite board games and be ready to discuss 
ways to expand and improve the new center. Please 
call 255-4442 to reserve a spot. If no one answers, 
please leave a voice mail specifying if you need 
transportation; this cannot be guaranteed, but ev-

ery eff ort will be made to accommodate. Although 
this is a free event, a suggested donation of $3 is re-
quested to defray committee expenses.

Events take place in the library community room, 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. The community room is 
equipped with T-coil technology for those with com-
patible hearing aids and cochlear implants. For di-
rections or further information, call 255-1255 or visit 
www.gardinerlibrary.org.

New Paltz Regatta will be held
on Sunday, June 23

The New Paltz Regatta will be held this Sunday, 
June 23 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Regatta will kick 
off  with live music by Ratboy, Jr. and Yard Sale on 
the lawn of The Clemson Brothers Brewery at The 
Gilded Otter at 11 a.m. The parade of boats will form 
at New Paltz Village Hall at noon with the pageantry 
moving down Plattekill Avenue, turning left onto 
Main Street and ending up at the Sojourner Truth 
Park boat launch on Plains Road for the launch into 
the Wallkill River.

Prize categories this year are: Best in Show, Most 
Creative, Most Theatrical, the Green Award, Funni-
est, Fastest and Most Likely to Sink.

Rosendale Pool news

The Town of Rosendale pool, located at the Rosen-
dale Recreation Center, 1055 Route 32, is open week-
ends until June 23. Starting Thursday, June 27, it will be 
open daily from noon to 7:30 p.m. through Labor Day.

Pool fees are posted at www.townofrosendale.com 
(daily fees and seasonal memberships are available).

Summer 2019 programs include: adult morning 
lap swim -- 7 to 8 a.m., Monday through Friday (day 
fee required for non-members); swim team -- for 
youth aged 5-18, contact rosendalerapids@swimto-
pia.com for more information; adult learn-to-swim 
lessons -- Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 to 6:30 p.m., 
July 2-18, $60 per session, enrollment is limited; chil-

dren’s swim lessons -- each session consists of eight 
30-minute lessons over a two-week period Monday-
Thursday in the morning -- session 1 begins July 1, 
session 2 begins July 15 and session 3 begins July 29

Times: 9 to 9:30 a.m. (summer camp only), 9:40 
to 10:10 a.m., 10:20 to 10:50 a.m., parent and me -- 11 
to 11:30 a.m.

For additional information, call (845) 235-5204 or 
e-mail: rosendalepool@gmail.com.

This week at the Rosendale 
Farmers’ Market

The Rosendale Farmers’ Market this Sunday, June 
23 will feature food, music, community and tastes 
of local food, including fruits and vegetables from 
Wrights, Four Winds, Three Sisters and Fiddlehead 
farms; cheese from Acorn Hill; Bonticou Ducks; 
Spacey Tracey Pickles; CBD from High Fall Elixirs; 
Bread Alone bread from Herman’s Hotel; and wine 
from Cerighino’s farm winery.

This year, organizers have introduced Rosendale 
Shares. Anyone can purchase fi ve Rosendale Farmers 
Market tokens for $5. These tokens will be given to any-
one of your friends, neighbors or community mem-
bers who might need a little help to feed themselves or 
their family. Tokens are accepted by all of our vendors.

A free performance featuring local musicians Jon 
and Inyo will be held this Sunday from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The market is held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every 
Sunday through October in Willow Kiln Park behind 
the Rosendale Theatre on Main Street. 

Music with Miss Amy at Gardiner Library

T
HE GARDINER LIBRARY will off er its Music with Miss Amy class for children up to four 
years old with their caregiver on Fridays, July 12 to August 2 from 9 to 9:45 a.m. The cost 
is $60 for a four-week session. Pre-registration is required with a $10 deposit by July 3. 
The balance is due the fi rst day of class. Space is limited and the class fi lls quickly.

Music With Miss Amy is a music and movement class and includes song time, fi nger plays, 
bouncing rhymes, instruments and puppets.

The classes will be held in the library community room. To pre-register, stop by the library at 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike or call 255-1255. For more information, call the number above or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Miss Amy.
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Go Solar. Save Money.

No Rooftop Panels Required.

community solar with

Community Solar programs allow Central Hudson utility customers 
to tap into solar energy and save on their annual electricity cost 

without having to install solar panels.

Learn more at solar4hv.com or call 877-283-1952

Learn About the Benefits 
of Community Solar

Save up to 10% on your
annual electricity cost.

Your utility will stay the same, 

and you can continue using a 
third-party supplier

Support solar power and 
demonstrate your commit-
ment to renewable energy.

THE BENEFITS:

No installation of any equip-
ment on your roof or property.

No upfront costs 

or long-term contracts
that lock you in for years.

No credit check. 

Attend an upcoming Nexamp information session

Tuesday, June 25th at 7:00 PM
New Paltz Community Center
3 Veterans Drive, New Paltz

Wednesday, June 26th at 7:00 PM
Wawarsing Town Hall
108 Canal Street, Ellenville

Please bring 
a recent 
electricity 
bill so you 
can enroll at 
the meeting!
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Harmony (yoga and music for 
children 3-6 years) at Gardiner 
Library

The Gardiner Library off ers Harmony (yoga and 
music) for children three to six years this summer on 
Fridays, July 12 to August 2 from 10 to 10:45 a.m. The 
cost is $60 for a four-week session. Pre-registration 
is required by July 3. This is a without-parent class, 
but if parents need to stay with their child in the be-
ginning, that will be allowed. 

Miss Amy will lead this four-session series that will 
include exploring yoga postures, calming exercises, 
singing, playing musical instruments, dramatic play 
and more.

The classes will be held in the library communi-
ty room. To pre-register, stop by the library at 133 
Farmer’s Turnpike or call 255-1255. For more infor-
mation, call the number above or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

Summer reading program
at Elting Library

It will offi  cially be summer soon and Elting Memo-
rial Library is getting ready for its summer program 
for children, “A Universe of Stories.”

Children ages three through 12 can sign up to earn 
prizes for all the reading they do during their sum-
mer vacation. Sign up begins on Monday, June 24, 
but children can continue to sign up anytime during 
the summer.

Check the library’s online calendar at eltinglib-
rary.org so your children do not miss all the activi-
ties that will be off ered, for free, at Elting during the 
summer. The kick-off  performance will be Macaroni 
the Clown on Friday, June 28 at 3 p.m. The library is 
located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

St. Augustine Bazaar

The St. Augustine Bazaar will be held on June 20-
22 at St. Augustine Church, located at 35 Phillips Av-
enue in Highland.  Hours are: Thursday, 6 to 11 p.m. 
and 5 to 11 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. Ride brace-
lets will be available Friday and Saturday nights and 
there will be fi reworks at dusk on Saturday. The 
event will feature carnival rides, food, a raffl  e, music 
and entertainment.

Strawberry festival

 An old-fashioned strawberry festival will be held 
this Sunday, June 23 from noon to 4 p.m., rain or 
shine, at Plutarch United Methodist Church. Home-
made strawberry shortcake will be served, as well as 
hotdogs, hamburgers, veggie burgers and a variety 
of other picnic food. Take-out orders will be avail-
able.

For more information or directions, contact Laura 
at 255-5334. 

Shore up your mobility and strength

MVP Chair Moves, an ongoing fi tness class, will be 
held on Fridays from June 28 to July 26 from 1 to 1:45 

p.m. at the New Paltz Community Center. The chair-
based class emphasizes strengthening, limbering 
and stretching exercises for upper and lower limbs.

There is no fee for the program, compliments 
of MVP Health Care. All are welcome, with limited 
space and registration required. To sign up, call 
(845) 897-6037.

Water Street Market summer
music and fi lm series lineups

Water Street Market presents Water Street Live! 
Enjoy live free music in our courtyard on Tuesdays 
this summer from 6:30 to 8 p.m.: June 25, Rootbrew; 
July 2, Big Blue Band; July 9, TBA; July 16, Joni... Lo-
bell, Dugan & Tramm; July 23, Haden Minifi e; July 
30, Vickie Russell; August 6, Heartstring Hotclub; 
August 13, New Paltz Rock; August 20, Blue Plate 
Special; August 27, Ratboy/Ratboy Jr.; September 3, 
Sweet Clementines; September 10, La Familia Swing-
ing Blues Band; September 17, The Classics; Septem-
ber 24, County Hell.

Water Street Cinema is back for its 12th season. En-
joy free movies under the stars in the courtyard on a 
big screen and free popcorn. Bring a picnic, a lawn 
chair, a blanket and your friends and family. All fi lms 
start at 8:45 p.m. No rain date make-ups this year: 
June 24, King of Hearts; July 1, Jaws; July 8, Ponyo; 
July 15, When Harry Met Sally; July 22, Eighth Grade; 
July 29, The Muppet Movie; August 5, The Simpsons 
Movie (sponsored by the New Paltz Youth Center); 
August 12, Hudson valley Short Film Festival; August 
19, Flash Gordon; August 26. A Quiet Place. 

Learn some circus acts
at the Field of Dreams

Learn tumbling, unicycling, juggling, stiltwalking, 
barrelwalking, partner acro and more with the Sa-
tori Circus. The class is geared for anyone aged nine 
to adult and will take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days in June and July (not on the 4th) from 5 to 6:15 
p.m. at the Field of Dreams pavilion, located on Lib-
ertyville Road in New Paltz.

To register, please call (845) 475-2949.

An evening of psychodrama
at Boughton Place

 Hudson Valley Chapter of the American Society 
for Group Psychotherapy and Psychodrama will 
present an evening of psychodrama this Friday, June 
21, 7:30 p.m., at Boughton Place, located at 150 Kisor 
Road in Highland. The presenter is Jennifer R. Salim-
bene, LCSW-R, CASAC, CDAC, TEP.

The group will explore “Living Juicy.” To live juicy 
is to live in the moment and be true to your deepest 
wants and desires. 

The contribution is $10 and $5 for students and 
those on limited income. For additional information, 
call (845) 440-7272.

Jewish Renewal Services
June 21 and 22

Kol Hai Hudson Valley Jewish Renewal will hold 
its Shabbat services this Friday night, June 21, 6:30 
p.m., at Woodland Pond in New Paltz. The gather-
ings are joyful, musical, multigenerational and medi-
tative. Participants delve into the meanings of Torah 
from the ancient Hebrew mystical tradition, sing and 
chant. Services are followed by Kiddush and a pot-
luck desert. 

Generations Shabbat -- a family-friendly, all-inclu-
sive gathering -- will be held on Saturday morning, 
June 22 at 10 a.m. and includes singing, sharing the 
Torah, a children’s blessing and fellowship. Refresh-
ments follow. 

Kol Hai’s music-fi lled Shabbat services are open to 

all. Services are held in the Great Room at the Wood-
land Pond Health Center building in New Paltz. For 
more information, contact hello@kolhai.org, visit 
www.kolhai.org or call (845)477-5457.

Film on Dorothy Day

The mens’ prayer group at St. Joseph Church in 
New Paltz will show the acclaimed fi lm Entertaining 
Angels: The Dorothy Day Story this Sunday, June 23 at 
1 p.m. in the church hall.

This fi lm is a dramatic portrayal of the early years 
of this founder of the Catholic Worker movement 
and creates an inspiring and honest picture of this 
modern-day prophet who struggled with many 
things in her personal life and in the life of her faith. 
Refreshments will be served and there will be a dis-
cussion after the fi lm.

The church is located at 34 South Chestnut Street 
in New Paltz.

One EPIC Place’s local
businesses Pop-Up

One EPIC Place will hold its third Pop-Up of the 
season this Sunday, June 23 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
122 Main Street in New Paltz. The event will focus on 
wellness. Learn about local wellness practitioners 
and products, ask questions and meet some local 
wellness professionals.

Become a member of the 
Minnewaska Distance Swimmers

To become a member of the Minnewaska Distance 
Swimmers Association (MDSA), swimmers must be 
at least 18 years of age and pass a test requiring that 
they swim continuously for 500 yards (including 25 
yards each of the crawl, breast stroke, side stroke 
and free style back stroke) and tread water for three 
minutes.

All tests take place at the Moriello Pool ($6 en-
trance fee) every Saturday from noon to 2 p.m. on 
June 8-27.  The Moriello Pool is located on Mulberry 
Street in New Paltz. Registration for a test ends at 
1:15 p.m.).

Applicants should apply online at www.min-
newaskaswimmers.org and bring a printout of their 
submitted online application plus a signed Release 
of Liability form (PDF on the website). Be certain to 
bring two clear copies of your driver’s license pho-
to and the annual membership fee of $20. The two 
head shots must be 1” by 1 1/4”.  

MDSA members will be able to swim as much as 
they want around a 200-yard buoyed cable at Lake 
Minnewaska, located about 25 yards off shore, mak-
ing possible a 400-yard uninterrupted swim. En-
trance to the water is at the former “family beach” 
on the southeast end of the lake, a walk of about 20 
minutes from the parking lots. Swimming hours are 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday and 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Saturday and Sunday.

Volunteer in the Town of Gardiner

The Town of Gardiner is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Envi-
ronmental Conservation Commission. If interested, 
please contact Supervisor Majestic at supervisor.
tog@gmail.com.

How to preserve the bounty
of the season

Learn the basics about how to preserve your boun-
ty of the season -- what should you can, jam, freeze, 
pickle or dry. Understand what equipment you need 
and the process. The workshop will be taught by 
Susan Loxley this Saturday, June 22 from 10 a.m. to 
noon at Phillies Bridge Farm Project, located at 45 
Phillies Bridge Road in New Paltz.

Loxley took courses with Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension (Master Food Preserver) and the University 
of Georgia National Center for Home Food Preserva-
tion. She has been teaching this series of classes for 
more than ten years.

The cost is $25 (free to Mohonk Preserve mem-
bers). Pre-register at PhilliesBridge.org.

317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ
Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card

RAYBRADLEYFARM.COM • 845.255.8769

HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM EVERY FRIDAY
Family Friendly, Small Plates/Bites, Taps Open

This Week: Grilled Kabobs or 
fried clams with all the sides - $15.

FARM FRESH LUNCH FROM SCRATCH 
EVERY SATURDAY 12-3PM

Join us at Hasbrouck House for our FREE 
‘Sunset Flix’ film series! The fun continues 
throughout the Summer. Come early for 
themed food, drinks and surprises!

Visit www.hasbrouckhouseny.com  
for details.

Saturday June 22nd
The Big Lebowski

7:30 — 11:30pm,  
Movie @ 8:30pm

Saturday July 6
Wet Hot American 

Summer
7:30 — 11:30pm,  
Movie @ 8:30pm

Saturday August 10
Dirty Dancing

7 — 11pm,  
Movie @ 8:15pm

Sunday September 1
Rocky Horror 
Picture Show

7 — 11pm,  
Movie @ 8:15pm

Hasbrouck House
3805 Main St, Stone Ridge | 845.687.0736
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NEW PALTZ  | VILLAGE BOARD

by Terence P Ward

I
T'S TIME TO pop the champagne corks and toot 
little horns, as Village of New Paltz residents 
knock on one another's doors bearing home-
baked treats, toasting the new year together. At 

least that's how life might be in an alternate universe; 
here the new village fi scal year is celebrated with reor-
ganization and the swearing-in of new trustees. Alex-
andra Wojcik was sworn in by Amanda Sisenstein, who 
also administered an oath of self-care to the incoming 
trustee, which included a promise not to get burned 
out in service. Michele Zipp's oath was administered by 
Sue Son, a fellow member of Resisterhood New Paltz.

Mayor Tim Rogers gave the new trustees liaison 
assignments carried by their predecessors, Dennis 
Young and Don Kerr. Wojcik will connect with the 
Environmental Policy Board and Landlord-tenant 
Relations Council members; Zipp will speak with 
Shade Tree Commissioners and those on the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals. Zipp will also liaise with the 
Bicycle-pedestrian Committee, Wojcik with the 

Public Access Committee, and they are both listed 
as liaisons to the Town Board. Given the regularity 
of joint meetings and high level of communication 
among local leaders, that last should not be a chal-
lenging position.

No remarkable changes were made to the appoint-
ed chairs of various volunteer village boards and 
commissions. The Ethics Board remains leaderless, 
and deputy mayor KT Tobin is working to reconsti-
tute that body.

The fi rst meeting for the new trustees was not a 
long one, but one which included an important 
piece of business: the SUNY master water meter 
agreement. Nine master meters will be installed on 
campus to replace the individual building meters, 
which will reduce maintenance and increase reliable 
measurement. This is expected to signifi cantly re-
duce what's called "non-revenue" water, that which 
is treated and put in the pipes, but is never paid for 
by any party. Funding comes from the people of the 
City of New York as part of the plan to make it pos-
sible to shut down the Catskill Aqueduct for mainte-
nance. Rogers cheered the moment. ++

Parking laws in the works

The New Paltz Village Board continued a public 
hearing last week for a law to keep cars from being 

parked too close to driveways, and the mayor talked 
about making an offi  cial-but-unpublicized list of free 
parking days.

The hearing is for a law that would ban parking 
a car within fi ve feet of a driveway ramp. Being too 
boxed in to safely back out of one's driveway is a 
frequent topic of complaint calls at Village Hall, ac-
cording to Mayor Tim Rogers. This law is intended 
to give a little more room, providing the necessary 
sightlines for a safe exit. There hasn't been a line of 
people testifying for or against the law during the 
hearing thus far, but Rogers said he's gotten a lot 
of positive feedback on the scheme. Two Planning 
Board members in attendance provided trustees 
with their fi rst alternative point of view.

"I'm a little concerned about this one," said Eve 
Walter, who serves as Planning Board chair, adding 
that "it feels a little [like] overreach to me." On very 
congested streets, she believes this law would result 
in "exponentially reducing parking spots."

Also in attendance was one of Walter's Planning 
Board colleagues, John Oleske. He used North Man-
heim Boulevard and Church Street as places where 
potentially "no parking is possible" under this law.

"We didn't make this concept up," said Rogers, 
citing the safety concern as the primary driver. Not-
ing that these were the fi rst negative comments re-
ceived, the mayor was in favor of closing the hearing 
after this third session and voting to pass the law. 
Same was accomplished unanimously.

The mayor's idea for free parking is essentially to 
give parking enforcement offi  cers the day off  from 
writing tickets, without making a big fuss about it 
publicly. The list of 22 dates includes existing village 
holidays, but also Eid al-Adha, Yom Kippur, Diwali, 
and Easter. The intent is to reduce stress over feed-
ing meters during religious services. The holiday cal-
endar — when all village workers get to stay home 
— is heavily Christian-focused, but doesn't include 
Easter, as village offi  ces are always closed on Sunday. 
Putting Easter in the crosshairs was a consequence 
of expanding enforcement to Sundays.

Rogers proposes enshrining this list of free days 
in law, but then never speaking of it again. Members 
of a given religious community will likely know, but 
others may well put coins in the meters as there 
won't be any signs about the day off  from ticketing. 
Members of other religious communities will be con-
sulted to ensure that appropriate days are included.

-- Terence P Ward

New year
The New Paltz Village Board welcomes
Alexandra Wojcik and Michele Zipp

Playground price approved

Last week, Village of New Paltz Trustees voted to 
take $175,000 from the village's parkland fund — col-
lected from recreation fees, at this time largely from 
Zero Place — to pay for the new playground at Has-
brouck Park. This will be a new community-build 
project similar to how the current one was put to-
gether in the 1990s, and calls for volunteers are ex-
pected to ramp up as the planned September con-
struction time nears. Former trustee Dennis Young 
was publicly thanked for this work setting this plan 
in motion.

-- Terence P Ward

NEW PALTZ & HIGHLAND  | POLICE

Police still unsure of motive
in father-son murder-suicide

It’s been a little over two weeks since a Saugerties 
man killed his father in the parking lot of a New Paltz 
diner and shot himself following a police pursuit, 
and investigators are still trying to piece together 
why it happened.

According to New Paltz Police Lieutenant Robert 
Lucchesi, police have not yet “ascertained a specifi c 
motive” as to why Jeremy Kaartine, 22, decided to 
gun down his father, Andrew Kaartine, 58, of Orange 
County. “We do know that the son contacted the fa-
ther to arrange this meeting to try and reconcile, as 
they’d been estranged,” said Lucchesi. The father 
was shot quickly by his son and was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Jeremy Kaartine sped off  in his red Camaro and 
was soon being chased by law enforcement offi  cers. 
He lost control of the vehicle shortly after turning off  
Thruway exit 20 in Saugerties where he lived.

“It appears the gun wound that killed him was self-
infl icted, but we have not yet determined whether 
he shot himself while driving or after he lost control 
of the vehicle,” said Lucchesi.

Lucchesi said police recovered two guns from the 
car of Jeremy Kaartine, both of which were legally 
registered to him.

Jeremy Kaartine was single with no children, and 
has a step-brother. Lucchesi said that the suspect did 
have “ongoing mental and emotional issues,” but that 
police still have not landed on a specifi c impetus for 
such a ghastly crime. As for whether the suspect could 
have been under the infl uence of any substances at the 
time of the shooting, Lucchesi said police are waiting 
on the results of a toxicology report.

-- Erin Quinn

Fatal accident in Town of Lloyd 
claims the life of Hudson Valley man

Police are investigating a fatal car accident that 
shut down a section of the heavily traffi  cked Route 
9W on June 18 in the Town of Lloyd.

According to Lieutenant James Janson of the 
Lloyd Police Department, a 1995 Saturn driven by a 
57-year-old man from Dutchess County was traveling 
south on Route 9W when his vehicle crossed over 
into the northbound lane where it was struck by a 
cargo van carrying six passengers including the driv-
er, a 29-year-old male also from Dutchess County.

The 57-year-old was transported to Mid-Hudson 
Regional Hospital by Mobile Life Support Services 
where he was pronounced dead. The driver of the 
Ford transit cargo van and his fi ve passengers were 
transported to Vassar Hospital by Mobile Life Servic-
es. According to the police, most of the passengers 
of the cargo van were treated for minor injuries but 
one sustained “serious injuries.”

Route 9W was shut down for nearly three hours 
while police and emergency service providers tend-
ed to the victims and investigated the accident. The 
cause of the collision has not been determined at 
this time as the fatal car crash is still under investiga-
tion. The Lloyd police were assisted at the scene by 
the New York State Police, the NYS Police Collision 
Reconstruction Unit, the Highland Fire Department 
and Mobile Life services.

-- Erin Quinn

LAUREN THOMAS

The New Paltz Village Board (left to right): Michele Zipp, William Murray, Mayor Tim Rogers, Deputy Mayor KT Tobin 
and Alex Wojcik.
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NEW PALTZ  | TOWN

by Terence P Ward

J
OHN HEPPOLETTE FEELS bad about what 
happened on his Rose Lane property in New 
Palltz. He’d wanted to get the dark woods 
“opened up” to bring in light and make room 

for a camper “to entertain friends.” He got some-
one to do that work, but “I failed to supervise and 
instruct him,” Heppolette told New Paltz Town Plan-
ning Board members at their June 10 meeting. He 
also claims he wasn’t aware that cutting trees may 
require a permit.

Next-door neighbor David Brownstein encouraged 
Planning Board members to see what happened next 
for themselves. He recounted seeing some tree work 
being done over the winter, and how only after it 
was too late did he realize that a large swath of land 
had been clearcut, including an oak he estimated to 
be 75 years old, which he described by throwing his 
arms into a wide circle to illustrate its breadth. “Con-
cerned and sad” about the damage, he contacted 
town building inspector Stacy Delarede, who had is-
sued no permit for the work.

“Did it not occur to you to call?” asked board 
member Jane Schanberg.

Coming before the board after the fact to get per-
mission for what’s already been done is neither ap-
propriate nor easy, town engineer Andy Willingham 
said. The steep slopes permit in particular is intend-
ed to get erosion controlled during the work; there 
are 19 diff erent standards which might be diffi  cult to 
implement ex post facto. If the area of disturbance 
proves to be more than an acre, more stringent stan-
dards are triggered.

Brownstein urged a site visit to reinforce his point, 
that “big, adult trees should be replaced” with simi-
lar plantings. That’s what it would take to protect 
the soil of the now-disturbed steep slopes, he feels. 
Brownstein also thinks a site visit would make it 
clear to board members that any sort of camper or 
campsite would be visible for a good, long distance.

“What if we just say no?” asked board member 
Amy Cohen.

Attorney Golden didn’t answer her directly. In-
stead, he recommended one way to conduct the re-
view is to “pretend that nothing has been done” to 
make sure they understand what was there at that 
point, and “add conditions as they see fi t” to make 
this right.

“I see this as an enforcement issue,” said Cohen. 

“I don’t think it’s this board’s job.”
Taking Cohen’s skepticism under advisement, board 

members agreed to establish an escrow account of 
$2,000 which Heppolette must fund for the review, 

and to arrange a site visit. Brownstein may yet get his 
wish for someone to “speak for the trees.” ++

Particulars questioned
for Ferris Woods

Civil engineers may be detail-oriented by training, 
but New Paltz Town Planning Board engineer Re-
becca Minas has shown herself to be unfailingly me-
ticulous in reviewing technical documents. For the 
June 10 board meeting, Minas went over the Ferris 
Woods application with an eye on compliance with 
state environmental review laws, and in many ways, 
she found the submitted documents wanting. The 
Ferris Woods proposal is for 60 two-bedroom senior 
citizen apartments built on 43 acres that would be 
accessed from the end of Brouck Ferris Boulevard, 
with an emergency access route running from the 
back of the nearby car wash on Route 299.

Minas asked project engineer Pete Setaro for more 
specifi cs on the plans than have yet to be included. 
They included locations of test pits for wells and ac-
cess roads for the various stormwater mitigation fea-
tures. The town engineer also asked Setaro to check 
his work on issues such as the amount of impervious 
surface — necessary to size the stormwater system 
correctly — and grading. She wants to see snow stor-
age moved off  of stormwater management features: 
put a new location on the map, she said, and show 
that the soil in that location will absorb what melts. 
She spotted contradictions in the testing protocol 
for the water table drawn down during pumping be-
cause impacts to the wetlands and nearby wells are 
the “main concern.”

New rules handed down this year making typ-
ing this action for environmental review purposes 
murkier. Ferris Woods was classifi ed as type 1, which 
brings an “expectation” of an environmental impact 
statement per board attorney Rick Golden, but now 
it could possibly be re-typed as an unlisted action. 
Golden explained that the same “hard look” is taken 

Asking forgiveness, then permission
A New Paltz man deals with the consequences of failing to secure a permit for cutting down trees

regardless; it’s just the expectation an EIS will be 
prepared which is missing when it’s unlisted. The 
diff erence now hinges on whether board members 
feel the Empire State Trail is “substantially contigu-
ous” to this property. Board members seemed ame-
nable to visiting the site before making that decision.

While Ferris Woods has few residential neighbors, 
they have continued to be present and to speak 
against the project. Among the three who spoke this 
week, Christine Ransom talked about how this proj-
ect would turn their quiet neighborhood road into a 
“driveway for their business.”

-- Terence P Ward

Community Choice Aggregation 
(CCA)Information Sessions

The town and village of New Paltz, along with 
Joule Assets/Good Energy, will host two public infor-
mation sessions on Community Choice Aggregation 
(CCA).  Both the town and village boards are mov-
ing forward with the process of joining a “buyers’ 
club” for electricity supply, known as a CCA.  The 
CCA will allow town and village residents and small 
businesses to both save money and use renewable 
electric energy with no hassle.

Meet representatives from Joule/Good Energy, 
the CCA administrator, to learn how the CCA works 
and what it can do for you. A daytime information 
session will be held on Monday, June 24, 10 a.m., at 
Village Hall, located at 25 Plattekill Avenue in New 
Paltz.  An evening information session will be held 
on Thursday, June 27, 7 p.m., at the Community Cen-
ter, located at Veterans Drive. Light refreshments 
will be served at each session.  

NEW PALTZ  | SCHOOLDISTRICT

Special meetings of the New Paltz 
Board of Education 

The New Paltz Board of Education has scheduled 
a special meeting of the board on June 25, 6 p.m., in 
the district offi  ce conference room. Subject to board 
approval, the board will enter into executive session 
for the purpose of discussing matters leading to the 
appointment or employment of a particular person. 
No board action will be taken at this meeting and no 
regular business will be conducted. 

The Board of Education has also scheduled a spe-
cial meeting of the board on June 27, 6 p.m. in the 
district offi  ce conference room. The public is invited 
to attend.

New Paltz Central School District  
announces summer offi  ce hours 

 On June 27 and June 28, the New Paltz Central 
School District offi  ces will be open from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m., and will be operating on a summer hours 
schedule eff ective July 1 through August 30.  During 
this period of summer hours, all offi  ces in the dis-
trict will be open to the public from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday (closed Thursday, July 4) 
and closed on Fridays.   

 The two exceptions include the athletic offi  ce, 
which will be open from 7 a.m. until 3 p.m. and the 
transportation offi  ce, which will be open Monday 
through Friday from 6:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. It should 
be noted that the high school guidance offi  ce, while 
open Monday through Thursday, is closed from 
noon to 1 p.m. 

All offi  ces are closed on Monday, September 2. All 
offi  ces will be open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sep-
tember 3.

Regular offi  ce hours will resume on September 4, 
Monday through Friday, with times varying by build-
ing and offi  ce. Please check the district website at 
www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us for building specifi c offi  ce 
hours.

Neighbor David Brownstein 
urged a site visit to reinforce 

his point, that “big, adult 
trees should be replaced” 

with similar plantings. 
That’s what it would take to 

protect the soil of the
now-disturbed steep

slopes, he feels. 
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NEW PALTZ  | CHAMBER

by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE WISDOM OF Women (WOW) network-
ing group within the New Paltz Regional 
Chamber of Commerce is designed to give 
local businesswomen the opportunity to 

inspire and support one another. “We’re women 
business owners or women in business, and we just 
recognize what the needs and challenges for us are,” 
says Kathy Prizzia, former New Paltz Chamber direc-
tor and current member of the WOW Committee. 
“We provide tools to help businesswomen in a sup-
portive environment, and bounce ideas off  of each 
other and give business advice.”

The group meets monthly from September 
through June, taking the summer months off . Each 
meeting has a diff erent topic, addressing women’s 
issues in the workplace or focusing on health and 
wellness information that helps women thrive. “We 
really look at the whole woman, not just who she is 
as a 9-to-5 businesswoman,” says Prizzia.

WOW meetings and events are open to all inter-
ested women living in the area, not just those who 
are members of the Chamber. And there is no mem-
bership fee, although members of the group who are 
also Chamber members – which does have its own 
membership fee – receive a discount on the cost of 
attending any of the WOW events.

The group was started in 2013 by Helen Gutfreund, 
former marketing and communications director for 
the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce. It 
went defunct for a little while before being resur-
rected in 2015, says Prizzia, “but we’ve been going 
strong since.”

Last week, the Wisdom of Women group met at 
The Would restaurant in Highland to give out their 
second annual scholarship awards to local business-
women, to help them expand their business or re-
ceive expert business coaching. More than $6,250 
was raised last fall at the group’s annual UnGala in 

order to fund the awards.
“The scholarships came from the idea of thinking 

about how we can really be eff ective,” Prizzia says. 
“We’re looking forward. We’re interested in sup-
porting individuals as well as really trying to contrib-
ute and keep our business community strong. You 
know, we’re a group of women who are grateful for 

where we are in our careers, and we’re looking to 
pay that forward.”

Two of the scholarships awarded came with a 
check for $2,500. One went to Lauren Fornabaio, 
owner and stylist of L Salon on Main Street in New 
Paltz, who plans to use the funds to grow her busi-
ness and host advanced hair education at her salon. 
The second recipient of the 2019 WOW $2,500 schol-
arship was Ashley Walko, owner of Infi nity Mental 
Health Counseling on Innis Avenue in New Paltz. 
Walko was selected because of her integrity, creativ-
ity, inclusiveness and trustworthiness as both a busi-
ness owner and clinician.

Two “jumpstart” scholarships worth $625 each 
were also awarded. The recipients will receive a year 
of expert business coaching from a member of the 
WOW Committee and a sponsorship to this year’s 
UnGala. One award went to Yvonne Sewall, who 
holds a teaching license and a real estate broker's 
license and is currently in production on a feature-
length documentary on the history of Max's Kansas 
City (nightspot in Manhattan that became a gather-
ing spot for musicians, poets, artists and politicians 
in the ‘60s and ‘70s). Amanda Lopez, owner of Soul 
Tribe in the Cherry Hill Plaza in New Paltz, is the 
second recipient of the 2019 WOW $625 scholarship. 
Lopez was chosen for the eff orts she makes to bring 
new and exciting workouts to her clients and for her 
emphasis on community.

The scholarships were open to women residents 
of the mid-Hudson Valley who have had a positive 
impact on their community and workplace and who 
have a proven commitment to the success of their 
business.

The recipients were selected based on their ap-
plications describing their business and how they 
would use the funds if received. Suitable uses for the 
awards would be things like upgrading a website or 
software, continuing one’s education, expanding a 
business in a new space or achieving business goals. 
“We took this very seriously,” says Prizzia. “We had, 
I want to say, ten applications we considered from 
local business owners, and decided as a committee. 
It wasn’t an easy decision, but we’re excited with 
the ones who were chosen. We’ll circle back with 
them and check in throughout the year and see how 
they’re doing, and then report back to our entire or-
ganization.”

For more information about the Wisdom of Wom-
en (WOW) group and the New Paltz Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, call (845) 255-0243 or visit https://
www.newpaltzchamber.org/women.html. ++

Smart women
The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce’s Wisdom of Women group 
off ers local businesswomen scholarships to expand their business 

LAUREN THOMAS

The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce has recently founded the WOW organization – Wisdom of Women. Last 
week, they presented scholarships to several local business owners (L-R, holding certificates): Amanda Lopez, Lauren 
Fornabaio, Ashley Walker and Yvonne Sewell. Also pictured are the WOW board (top row, L-R): Erica Cerulli, Beth Barry, 
Kristin Bauer, Julie Robbins, Jen Roe, Abby Paul and Sheila Gilday. Bottom row (L-R): Kathy Prizzia, Lindsay Stevens and 
Kati Haynes.
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NEW PALTZ  | PLACE

by Terence P Ward

T
HE FIRST ASCENT into Grinds & Grains, the 
coff ee and cereal bar now open upstairs at 
3 Church Street in New Paltz, can feel a bit 
overwhelming. The bright and airy space is 

a riot of color, with splashes of the same tight-and-
bright color palette pulling together the furniture, 
the art, the menus and the breakfast cereals along 
the wall. That the store is a bright and cheery canvas 
isn't what's overwhelming, though: there are just a 
whole lot of cereals from which to choose.

Co-owner Melanie Caron knows the look. "There 
are a lot of choices, aren't there?" she asks. The re-
porter's eyes drift down to the locally-sourced gra-
nola choices; they remind him of breakfast at home. 
Above those options are many more that remind 
him of his childhood sugar addiction, barely reined 
in by parents more relieved he ate at all. Caron 
smiles encouragingly. This is no parent, watchful or 

Cereal central
Grinds & Grains cereal bar brings breakfast and coff ee to Church Street

otherwise. Unfettered, he orders like the child he 
once was: a blend of Cocoa Krispies and Cocoa Puff s 
topped with toff ee crunch and a chocolate drizzle. In 
a tip of the hat to the adult he's become, he opts for 
almond milk.

The experience of mulling over the cereal bar at 
Grinds & Grains is every bit as essential to the overall 
feel as are the brightly-lacquered tables and match-
ing chairs. Caron and co-owner Rashid Chambers 
have taken the time to inject a sense of fun into the 
atmosphere and the experience. Yes, it's possible 
to grab a cup of java on the go, but it's harder to 
avoid the infectious optimism which pervades the 
walls, glancing off  the gleaming espresso bar and 
being soaked up by more than 20 varieties that stay 
crunchy in milk, nut or otherwise.

Coff ee at Grinds & Grains comes from Brooklyn-
based Partners Coff ee Roasters, and the aroma drifts 
down the stairs and right into the street. Caron be-
lieves that it calls visitors in, especially when the 

open-air market is right outside. To one with a re-
fi ned taste for coff ee, this selection will likely ap-
peal. Chambers has devoted himself to learning the 
art and science of their state-of-the-art espresso bar, 
and crafts beverages which warm heart and enliven 
tongue. That's no small feat for someone who didn't 
even drink coff ee before throwing himself into this 
venture. Caron, who had no such handicap, says 
she now can't drink coff ee anywhere else because 
she can't even make it as good at home. After tast-
ing their way through suppliers to fi nd the roast they 
wanted, they have become experts on the variables 
like temperature and humidity which impact the 
quality of an espresso shot. Chambers, most often 
the barista, will toss a shot that comes out watery 
or bitter instead of serving a subpar drink. The cor-
porate-trained Caron sometimes winces at the cost 
of maintaining quality, but she considers it a cost of 
doing business.

"I like bringing positivity to someone's day," says 
Caron. It's clear she means it because she lives it. 
Laid off  from GE Capital, she saw before her an op-
portunity to redefi ne her life rather than a daunting 
job search. She and Chambers considered opening a 
restaurant together, but that felt like it was biting off  
more than they could chew. Seeing that cereal bars 
were emerging as a trend in Europe and Manhattan, 
they took that tack instead. "There's nothing like it in 
the area," she said, but the fact that they are already 
seeing regulars after only a few weeks shows that 
there is a population being served. "There's a reason 
there's an entire aisle of it in the supermarket," she 
said. It appeals to "kids of all ages."

A bowl costs less than $5, with dairy product and 
many toppings included. Non-dairy milks and fresh 
fruit cost extra, but the carbon cost is always low-
ered by the fact that all the plates, bowls, utensils, 
and even the dreaded straws are compostable. Some 
of the 25 choices now available are of the pre-sweet-
ened variety, but there are also ones marketed more 
to grown-ups, like Frosted Mini-Wheats and Cheeri-
os. Caron, who oversees "cereal art" as Chambers 
does for coff ee, wants to add more healthful grains 
and even hot cereals and soups over time. "We want 
to get the basics fi rst," Caron says. Pictures of the 
beautiful and creative bowls get posted to grindsand-
grainsnp, the shop's instagram feed.

Thus far the pair have no other staff , but that hasn't 
restrained their big plans. Expect coff ee cupping 
events, live music, and maybe a disco ball to amplify 
the joyous panoply of color inside. They have even 
toyed with the idea of making deliveries along the 
rail trail, but that's defi nitely still in the works. As of 
right now, Grinds & Grains is "bright and happy, even 
on the gloomiest day," and also happens to be "the 
best people-watching spot" in the area, Caron be-
lieves. It's open from 7 a.m. until 3 p.m. every day. ++

Melanie Caron of Grinds and Grains located upstairs at 3 Church Street in New Paltz. PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Rashid Chambers of Grinds and Grains located upstairs at 3 Church Street in New Paltz.
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GARDINER  TOWN BOARD

Gardiner extends 
tourism moratorium, 
mulls Short-Term 
Rental Law
by Frances Marion Platt

A
T ITS JUNE 11 meeting, the Gardiner Town 
Board voted unanimously to extend for 
another six months the moratorium on 
“the processing and approval of new ap-

plications for certain tourism-related accommodation 
land uses” that it had passed in December 2018. While 
the board has made considerable progress toward its 
goal of updating the language of the town’s 2008 Zon-
ing Code to provide better guidance on decisions re-
garding contemporary tourist accommodations such 
as AirBnBs, its members concurred that more time was 
needed to complete the tasks they had taken on. “Our 
hope is that we do not have to go the whole six-month 
extension,” said town supervisor Marybeth Majestic.

The moratorium as adopted specifi cally applies to 
“the processing and approval of new applications for 
building permits, special use permits, special permits, 
variances, site plan approval, lot line revision, subdivi-
sion approval or other approvals or permission related 
to the undertaking, establishment, placement, devel-
opment, excavation, enlargement, construction or 
erection of the following in the Town: 1) Camps; 2) Low-
Impact Recreation; 3) Recreational Camps and Facili-
ties; 4) Lodging Facilities; 5) Resorts; 6) Tourist Camps; 
7) Travel Trailer Parks; and 8) Glamping Facilities.”

A public hearing on the extension was opened 
and closed at the meeting without any public com-
ment. However, considerable spirited input was of-
fered from residents who rent out all or parts of their 
homes on a seasonal basis when the board turned 
its discussion to the topic of a proposed Short-Term 
Rental Law that is one component of the ongoing 
update of municipal policies regarding tourism-re-
lated accommodations. Supervisor Majestic noted 
that she had already received “numerous e-mails” 
in which “the main point of contention was requir-

ing owner-occupancy” while the dwelling was being 
rented. Several audience members protested that 
they needed the option of renting out their homes 
while they were out of town in order to help pay 
their property taxes. One resident argued that the 
“owner-occupied rule” would be “pushing business 
to the big resorts that we’re trying to get rid of.”

In an eff ort to determine how many properties in 
Gardiner would be impacted by such a law, Majestic 
said that she was awaiting data from the Ulster County 
Planning Department, while councilman David Duk-

ler reported that research he had done via the AirBnB 
website indicated 43 whole-house rentals currently be-
ing advertised in or near the Town of Gardiner. “I also 
looked at how many people they can accommodate,” 
Dukler said, noting that of the 43, only six were poten-
tial “party houses” with room for 12 or more renters at 
one time. “The thing that brought this to everybody’s 
attention is the party house issue,” mainly involving 
noise complaints, he noted. “We need to stay focused 
on that immediate, egregious issue.”

An audience member who identifi ed himself as Ray 
Vargas said that he worked for a company that manag-
es more than 30 short-term rental properties in Ulster 
County and has developed a list of “best practices” to 
which clients are expected to adhere, including hav-
ing short-term rental insurance, security cameras and 
noise detectors. Citing the popularity of larger homes 
for family reunions, Vargas said, “Don’t just assume 
because a house sleeps ten people means it’s a party 
house.” A permitting process utilizing registered prop-
erty managers was suggested by several as an alterna-

tive to an outright ban on absentee owners.
“There are many paths to success, many ways we 

can be accommodating to homeowners and renters 
and people who come to stay here,” said council-
woman Laura Walls. She cautioned that the town 
needs to consider the fi nancial impact of short-term 
rentals on the local housing market in addition to 
its benefi ts to existing homeowners, in order to dis-
courage speculative investment in local real estate 
that would drive up prices. Councilman Franco Ca-
rucci added that impacts on local emergency servic-
es must also be managed, citing past instances when 
police and fi re departments were called upon to turn 
off  alarms triggered in the middle of the night with 
no apparent way of contacting the absent owner.

“We’ll continue working on the law, and make no 
decisions until we get input from the county on the 
inventory,” Majestic concluded. ++

“There are many paths to 
success, many ways we 
can be accommodating 

to homeowners and 
renters and people who 
come to stay here,” said 

councilwoman Laura Walls.
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Helping hands
(Continued from page 1) 

New Paltz Reformed Church.
Admission to the event is by voluntary donation; 

it’s a benefi t supporting the work of the AIDS Orphan 
Education Trust in Uganda (AOET), which the New 
Paltz Reformed Church has taken on as its primary 
overseas mission. Founded in Uganda in 1995 by 
Sam Tushabe, AOET is an independent grassroots 
response to the suff ering that Tushabe witnessed in 
his own community, seeking to empower communi-
ties to care and provide for the many children or-
phaned or made vulnerable as a result of the HIV/
AIDS crisis. At its peak in the 1990s, AIDS reached 
epidemic levels in Central Africa, with 18.5 percent 
of the Ugandan people living with HIV. In 2012, over 
63,000 Ugandans died from this disease alone. To-
day, it is estimated that 1.5 million Ugandans have 

HIV, and 1.2 million Ugandan children have been or-
phaned by AIDS.

In addition to medical hardship, Uganda has faced 
years of civil unrest, including the depredations of 
Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army, notorious 
for abducting tens of thousands of children to be 
trained as rebel soldiers. Due to AIDS epidemics, civ-
il wars and extreme poverty combined, more than 
2.6 million children have been orphaned in Uganda, 
or roughly one in 14. The need for help is great, and 
unlike poverty in America, there’s no national safety 
net.

AOET prides itself on being “by Africans, for Afri-
cans,” and is not a project of the Reformed Church. 
And although it is a faith-based initiative, the annual 
visits to Uganda by members of the New Paltz con-
gregation are by no means “missions” in the sense 
of preaching Western values at African people, ac-
cording to Glenn Phillips, who will be co-leading the 
trip scheduled for this coming October. Volunteers 
who join this expedition get their instructions from 
AOET organizers on the ground in Uganda, who run 
two schools, a medical clinic and a Children’s Village 
in Bugembe, in addition to sponsoring children at-
tending more than 200 other schools, mainly in the 
Jinja and Buikwe districts. The most pressing task 

this year is to bore a hole for a new well for a new 
three-story building being planned at the secondary 
school, which is so overcrowded that all the admin-
istrative offi  ces have been converted to classrooms. 
“The funds being raised at this dinner are exclusive-
ly for the new building,” Phillips says. “We’re not 
raising money for us to go over there. All the partici-
pants pay for the trip ourselves.”

A retired commercial pilot, Phillips got involved in 
the program as a sponsor of a primary school stu-
dent about 16 years ago, recruited by his brother, an 
early AOET volunteer organizing support in the Sara-
toga area. “In 2014 he fi nally got me to go with him,” 
he says now. “I’ve been there three times. In 2017 I 
led my own group of mostly people from the New 
Paltz Reformed Church.” As for Stella, the orphaned 
Ugandan girl whom Phillips began sponsoring when 
she was in third grade: He got to attend her gradua-
tion from Makerere University in Kampala when last 
he visited in January. “We talk all the time,” he says. 
“She calls me Dad and calls my wife Ann Mom.”

On a typical visit, the mission group splits into 
teams based on their individual expertise, accord-
ing to Phillips. Some teach vocational classes at the 
secondary school; older children speak English as a 
second language in Uganda, a former British colony. 
Others assist students in writing letters to their state-
side sponsors, or do painting or construction work, 
such as a “piggery wall” that needed rebuilding on 
his last trip. The group usually includes a nurse and 
a paramedic, and other volunteers assist them with 
medical outreach trips to more remote villages. 
Uganda has only about eight physicians per 100,000 
citizens, most smaller towns have no clinics and, 
says Phillips, “The government gives zero support.” 
Nonetheless, HIV infection rates have gone down in 
recent years due to stepped-up manufacture of an-
tiretroviral drugs in Africa, and screenings by the 
AOET team have been showing encouraging results.

Attendees at the Ugandan Dinner, which begins 
at 6 p.m. on June 22 in the Reformed Church’s So-
cial Hall, will learn much more about the work that 
AOET is doing and the children who benefi t from the 
organization’s eff orts. Opportunities will be off ered 
to sign on as a sponsor; $38 per month covers school 
fees, a uniform, one meal a day and medical care 
for one student. You can even fi nd out about how 
to join a trip to Bugembe; medical professionals are 
especially needed. The Silent Auction portion of the 
event, coinciding with the dessert course, will raise 
additional support via bids on an enticing variety of 
donated goods and services.

For more information about AOET’s programs, 
visit www.aoetusa.org. To RSVP for the Ugandan 
Dinner event, call the church offi  ce at (845) 255-
6340. The Reformed Church of New Paltz is located 
at 92 Huguenot Street. ++
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place our online content behind a paywall. 
But good, local journalism costs money to 
produce. That’s where you come in. We’re 
asking our online readers: If you value 
what we do, please consider making a 
contribution. Your help will ensure inde-
pendent, locally owned journalism will 
continue to thrive in your community. 
You’ll also receive a complimentary e-sub-
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by Frances Marion Platt

W
HETHER WE KNEW her in person 
or only from her long-running “Kids’ 
Almanac” or more recent “Erica’s 
Cancer Journey” writings as a regu-

lar columnist for Ulster Publishing, there’s a big 
hole left in our lives from the passing on February 
7 of Erica Chase-Salerno. Hundreds of kinfolk, col-
leagues, friends and admirers joined this past Sun-
day in “A Celebration of Life” at the Lecture Center 
at SUNY New Paltz to share Erica stories and try to 
fi ll that hole with the kind of joy and relish that she 
had embodied in her lifetime. Many of the attend-
ees later regrouped at the High Meadow School in 
Stone Ridge for a musical tribute that had originally 
been planned to take place at New Paltz’s Hasbrouck 
Park, but moved to an indoor venue due to inclem-
ent weather.

As many participants noted, Chase-Salerno had 
been actively involved in the planning of the two-
part event in the months leading up to her death 
from Stage IV breast cancer. “Erica really laid this 
out for us: her burial, the funeral; she even wrote her 
own obituary. This is all going to her plan -- except 
for the rain,” her widower, Mike Salerno, explained 
after the fi rst phase of the celebration wrapped up. 
Then, refl ecting on his late wife’s extraordinary abili-
ty to put a positive spin on life’s challenges, he added 
regarding the unfavorable weather, “She would fi nd 
the joy in it.”

It’s always tempting to use tears as a metaphor for 
rain at a funeral or memorial service, but aside from 
an occasional nostalgic sniffl  e, the tenor of both 
halves of this event was the opposite of weeping. Hu-
mor was a dominant note as speaker after speaker at 
the podium -- which was covered with a cloth deco-
rated with bright sunfl owers -- related anecdotes of 
how they’d fi rst met and been instantly blown away 
by Chase-Salerno’s signature unbridled enthusiasm, 
her willingness to embrace the outrageous. A close 
friend, Nora Snyder, recalled how she had simply 
shown up unannounced on her doorstep one morn-
ing after Snyder had posted an ad with her address 
on Hudson Valley Parents, the website that Mike and 
Erica founded. “I just love what you write; I just had 
to meet you!” she quoted Erica gushing as Snyder 
stood, still in her pajamas and fl abbergasted by this 
“tall and eff usive, loud and gestury” stranger. “I soon 
realized that I was glimpsing a whole new paradigm 
for being a parent, a wife, a mother, a friend,” Sny-
der said, noting that as soon as Erica left, “I imme-
diately wanted her back -- and I still feel that way.”

Linda-Brook Guenther, another close friend who 
had designed the backyard labyrinth that Erica used 
for meditation in her fi nal years, set a lighthearted 
tone before commencing her remarks by walking 
up and down the aisle of Lecture Center 100 with a 
bubble machine blowing soap bubbles into the audi-
ence. She produced item after item out of a “goodie 
bag” typical of the sort that she said Erica would car-
ry with her everywhere: “She had the right thing at 
the right time, whatever it was.” In her friend’s hon-
or, Guenther even did a public taste-test of a dubious 
snack that had been one of Erica’s more mysterious 
culinary enthusiasms: chocolate hummus. “That is 
not delicious,” Guenther declared after sampling the 
substance. It was later made available for attendees 
to try, on a table in the lobby at the High Meadow 
School, along with a bowl of origami stars contain-
ing inspirational messages that Erica had folded over 
many an hour during the last year of her life, to be 
left for friends.

Always being ready to “do something you’ve never 
done before” was one of Erica’s guiding principles 
for living, according to several participants. Son De-
clan Chase-Salerno shyly related how glad he was 
that his mother had encouraged him to conquer his 
fear of rollercoasters on a family trip to Disneyland. 
Even when Erica was very ill, daughter Quinn Chase-
Salerno said, “Her journey was like an exploration 

for her.” She recalled how her mother had laughed 
at a spontaneous puppet show that Quinn put on to 
distract her from the pain that sometimes woke her 
in the middle of the night, and how the family’s pet 
gecko had climbed up Erica’s oxygen tube when she 
was in her fi nal days of home hospice care.

Carrie Wykoff , who served as emcee for the en-
tire event, spoke of how she had met Erica through 
Hudson Valley Parents. “I was so grateful as a new 
parent, as someone new to the area, to have her as a 
resource,” she said. “When we started homeschool-
ing and were terrifi ed, Erica’s calm guidance helped 
us deeply.” Soon both families were sharing outdoor 
adventures through the Wild Earth program, “camp-
ing together in rainstorms. But Erica would make 
even everyday things like running into each other at 
the gas station into an event, with squeals of laughter 
and ‘You’re here!’”

One by one, the musical artists being introduced 

by Wykoff  as they took their turns to perform “Joy-
ful Sounds for Erica” also shared tales of how Erica’s 
uninhibited appreciation for their work had spurred 
them on to create more. Whether by writing about 
it, dancing to it or simply saying how great it was, 
she became one of our region’s most vocal and 
knowledgeable advocates for “kindie rock.” “She 
was so ‘Yes!’ to everybody,” said Grammy-winner 
Dean Jones, fronting one of the deceased’s favorite 
family-friendly bands, Dog on Fleas. “We have, like, 
what, nine albums? We’d probably only have three if 
it weren’t for Erica.”

“Erica is a force, like magnetism or gravity. For a 
time she was also a person,” Mike Chase-Salerno told 
the rapt crowd at the Lecture Center. Recalling how 
much she had loved the punchline of an anecdote told 
by Maurice Sendak about an overeager toddler fan, he 
said, “She saw it, she ate it, she loved it. Now Erica the 
Force has the entire universe to snack on.” ++

A force of nature
Community remembers late Almanac columnist at “Erica Chase-Salerno: A Celebration of Life” 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Rachel Loshak.

Rhett Miller.
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FAMILY OWNED FOR 30+ YEARS

100+ TV channels, free wireless internet,  
fitness area and guest laundry. 

Free Continental Breakfast.  
Handicap accessible rooms available.

1/4 mile to NYS Thruway. 

All local police, firefighters, and EMTs 15% off with valid ID.

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz
845-255-8865 • www.abviofnewpaltz.com
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GROUP DISCOUNT RATES

CONGRATULATIONS
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DEVINE INSURANCE
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Congratulations Class of 2019!
From Your Friends at
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...WHERE EYEWEAR IS AN ART!

CONGRATULATIONS
Class of 2019!

“Keep your future bright...
Don’t forget your sunnies!”
 ~ Call for our Summer Hours ~

1636 Ulster Ave

Accent Financial Group knows that in New York, there are as many 
unique insurance needs as we have neighbors who live here! To talk 
with one of our helpful team members about your insurance needs, 
contact us today.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:   

g
 

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

WE’RE BIG ON SMALL BUSINESS

ct us today.

“DO NOT GO WHERE THE PATH MAY LEAD;
GO INSTEAD WHERE THERE IS NO PATH

AND LEAVE A TRAIL”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Congratulations Class of 2019!

All Animal 
Veterinary ServicesDr. Eleanor Acworth, DVM2264 Rt. 32 • Modena

845-255-2900
AllAnimalVeterinaryServices.com
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215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
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Best Guinness in the USA
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– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –
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Best Wishes to 
the Class of  2019!
Celebrate your accomplishment 

with dinner at Garvan’s!
~ Reserve Now ~

And congrats to the parents of grads too!  
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for the rest of your financial future.
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or email: David@huguenotfinancialplanning.com.

Proud affiliates of the Garrett Planning Network.
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Congratulations Class of 2019!
From the Ferrante Family
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Tenants’ rights signifi cantly 
expanded by new state legislation

Major changes to New York’s housing laws could 
off er additional protections to renters in Ulster 
County. The revamped version of 1974’s Emergency 
Tenant Protection Act will also open the door, for 
the fi rst time, to rent stabilization laws in upstate 
communities. The package of bills emerged from 
a deal between the state Assembly and Senate and 
was signed into law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo over the 
weekend.

The passage of the law follows a two-year cam-
paign by housing activists in New York City and 
Upstate who formed a coalition to lobby for reform 
both in Albany and in communities statewide. That 
coalition was instrumental in fl ipping several Senate 
seats — including some in the Hudson Valley — thus 
breaking Republicans’ decades-long hold on the 
chamber and clearing the way for a fl ood of progres-
sive legislation. The renters’ rights bills faced fi erce 
opposition from commercial real estate interests, 
traditionally one of New York’s most powerful lob-
bies.

“It really was a matter of unifying communities 
around the idea that tenants in every zip code de-
serve protection,” said Rebecca Garrard, chief hous-
ing organizer for the progressive group Citizen Ac-
tion of New York and the Upstate coordinator of the 
Housing Justice Campaign. “This is a case where 
people power won out over lobbying dollars.”

The new laws strengthen existing protections, or 
create new ones for renters statewide. The laws ap-
ply to all rental properties. The new provisions in-
clude:

• Limiting security deposits to one month’s rent. 
The new law also requires landlords to provide a de-
tailed explanation, in writing, if they choose not to 
return the deposit.

• Stronger protections against “retaliatory evic-
tion.” Tenants can challenge an eviction by dem-
onstrating that the action was taken in retaliation 
for complaints about building conditions. Previ-
ously, the law only protected tenants who made a 
complaint to a government agency, like a municipal 
building department. The new law allows tenants to 
claim retaliation based on complaints to the land-
lord or building superintendent.

• Establishes a stay of eviction based on hardship. 
Courts may stay an eviction for up to one year if the 
tenant can demonstrate that they cannot fi nd similar 
housing in the neighborhood and that the eviction 
would produce some kind of hardship like limiting 
their access to healthcare or requiring children to 
change school districts in the middle of the school 
year. The hardship provision applies to eviction for 
any purpose, including nonpayment of rent.

• Bans the use of “blacklists” of purportedly trou-
blesome tenants. For the past decade, Ulster County 
landlords have maintained such a list — “Kingston 
Landlord support.”

• Makes unlawful evictions, such as when a land-
lord clears out and apartment and changes the locks 
while a tenant is out, a misdemeanor crime punish-
able by fi nes of up to $10,000.

• Requires landlords to provide 30 days notice to 
tenants if they plan to raise the rent by more than 5 

percent or do not plan to renew the lease.  
But housing activists say that the biggest potential 

impact of the legislation is a provision that would al-
low communities statewide to opt-into rent stabiliza-
tion. Currently, rent stabilization is only authorized 
in the fi ve boroughs of New York City and Westches-
ter, Rockland and Nassau counties. In communities 
with rent stabilization, an independent board typi-
cally establishes annual caps on rent hikes based on 
area property values and other factors. If enacted, 
the law would only apply to rental properties of 
more than six units built before 1974.

“That’s really the game-changer,” said Rashida 
Tyler, a board member of Citizen Action and co-
founder of the Kingston Tenants Union. “When we 
testifi ed about it at the state Senate, I feel like that 
was a tipping point.”

In Kingston, the Common Council passed a me-
morializing resolution signaling support for the re-
forms; Mayor Steve Noble hailed the passage of the 
bill. It will now be up lawmakers in the various Ulster 
County municipalities to decide whether to imple-
ment rent regulation.

“Our next step is to go back to our local elected 
offi  cials, sit down with them and think about how to 
get this enacted,” said Tyler.

The new laws have not been met with universal 
acclaim. Opponents in the real estate industry say 
that they fear the new rules will hurt small landlords 
and discourage larger developers from building new 
housing or investing in existing stock. Mike Kelly, di-
rector of government aff airs for the New York State 
Association of Realtors, questioned how the rent 
stabilization law would benefi t Upstate, which, as a 
region, continues to lose both population and invest-
ment dollars. 

“I understand the concerns [that drove the new 
law] to a certain extent,” said Kelly. “But this bill 
does nothing to contribute to the development of af-
fordable housing. Nothing at all.”

-- Jesse J. Smith

Vape pens might incur charges

Pot might be decriminalized in New York, but area 
marijuana smokers should be aware that possession 
of weed vaporizer pens fi lled with concentrated THC 
could result in a misdemeanor charge.

Zachary T. Ham of Saugerties, 24, was charged 
with seventh-degree possession of a controlled sub-
stance when he was found in possession of multiple 
pen cartridges in the process of a routine traffi  c stop 
on June 8; the same charge can be attained by pos-
sessing a hypodermic needle loaded with heroin. 

According to police, offi  cers established that Ham 
was “operating under the infl uence of drugs” on 
Glasco Turnpike. He was also charged with driving 
with ability impaired by drugs, a misdemeanor, and 
the violation of unlawful possession of marijuana 
(the charge that would be elicited by the discovery 
of under 25 grams of old-fashioned marijuana plant 
matter). 

“Marijuana is just a violation. Once you concen-
trate it, the eff ects of the THC are much more po-
tent, [so] it falls under the category of a controlled 
substance,” explained Saugerties police chief Joe 
Sinagra of the distinction. “I think, prior to the 
vape pen, [arrests involving] the concentrated THC 
[weren’t] that prominent. Now, because vape pens 
are so accessible, we see a high number of high-
school kids getting these vape pens. We’re starting 
to have more encounters with individuals in posses-
sion of it. There’s a concerning increase in the num-
ber of individuals that are using vapes throughout 
New York State.”

After processing at police headquarters, Ham was 

released to a third party. He will appear in town 
court later this month to answer the charges.

Hospital can be built

The state Department of Health granted last week 
full project approval to HealthAlliance for the signifi -
cant expansion of its hospital on Mary’s Avenue in 
Kingston. The approval of HealthAlliance’s applica-
tion for a certifi cate of need is the fi nal administra-
tive milestone for the $92.9-million project. The new 
hospital will add a new, two-story, 79,000-square-
foot building adjoining the current facility, as well as 
a renovation of 48,000 square feet of space within 
the existing hospital.

Key components of the new 175-bed facility will 
include a newly constructed 25,000-square-foot 
emergency care center that will incorporate spe-
cial services for cardiac observation and behavioral 
health; a newly constructed ten-bed intensive care 
unit, along with a six-bed medical “stepdown” unit, 
providing an intermediate level of care between the 
ICU and the new hospital’s medical-surgical wards. 
Nearly all the patient rooms will be private.

The hospital will have a newly constructed birth-
ing center with new labor, delivery and postpartum 
rooms. The building will have a new imaging depart-
ment and fully remodeled centers for ambulatory sur-
gery, infusion therapy and endoscopy. A new hospital 
lobby will provide fi nancial counseling, family support 
services, a retail pharmacy, a gift shop and waiting ar-
eas.

A construction start date is to be determined. 
The current HealthAlliance Hospital on Broadway 
in Kingston will be converted into a medical village 
after patient-care services at Broadway are relocated 
to the new Mary’s Avenue site. The combined proj-
ects on Mary’s Avenue and Broadway are expected 
to cost $134.9 million.

Maritime Fest this Saturday

The Hudson River Maritime Museum, along the 
Rondout in downtown Kingston, will host its annual 
maritime festival on Saturday, June 22 from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., featuring a national boat-building chal-
lenge and antique and classic boat show. The boat-
building challenge is an event where teams of two 
compete to build a boat from scratch in four hours, 
and then compete in a rowing race on the Rondout 
with cash prizes in three categories: speed, quality, 
and rowing race. The classic boat show will focus on 
preservation of historic, antique and classic boats. A 
parade of these classic vessels begins at noon.

There will be face painting, a scavenger hunt game 
and other all-day activities. The Hudson River Fish-
ermen’s Association will be off ering fi shing lessons 
for kids while the Mid-Hudson Woodworkers will 
construct miniature boats with kids. There will be 
live music in T.R Gallo Park. The museum will also 
off er discounted admission.

School might become yeshiva

A new wrinkle has emerged in the evolving review 
of a proposal to turn the closed West Hurley School 
into market-rate rental apartments. 

The Brooklyn-based developers of the project pub-
licly reacted to a Town of Hurley public hearing on a 
proposed nine-month moratorium on multi-family 
dwellings in the town by issuing a statement through 
a PR fi rm last week. The release stated that the town’s 
proposed action seemed to be directed at their devel-
opment, and that they were now considering bring-
ing a tax-exempt yeshiva, an Orthodox Jewish college, 
seminary, elementary or secondary school to the site.

The statement from ASK Agency said specifi cally 
that developer Kerry Danenberg and his wife Sarah 
Russell are “deeply considering an off er from a ye-
shiva group for utilizing the existing school building” 
after learning about the “moratorium reportedly in-
tended to slow the development.”

Hurley supervisor John Perry fi rst proposed a 
moratorium on multifamily housing development 
last month, citing not only the West Hurley School 
project, but developments at the former St. Joseph’s 
Mission Church on Zandhoek Road, and what he 
called “the former Tappen House” off  Spillway Road.

congratulations
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2019!!
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Vaccine required at camps

In response to a growing outbreak of measles 
throughout New York City and the lower Hudson Val-
ley, Ulster County executive Pat Ryan has directed 
county health commissioner Dr. Carol Smith to issue 
orders requiring measles vaccination or immunity 
for all campers and staff , except those with a valid 
medical exemption, who wish to attend or work at 
day or overnight camps in Ulster County.

According to the county, all children’s day and over-
night camps must maintain a list of all campers and 
staff  who will attend or work at the camp, including 
their dates of birth and the dates they received the 
Measles Mumps Rubella (MMR) vaccine, or proof of 
a valid medical exemption or immunity. Prior to en-
tering, camp health directors will screen campers to 
make sure they have their shots, are medically exempt, 
or are in the process of getting the vaccination.

A doctor in the house

This Saturday, June 22, Revolutionary War medi-
cal re-enactor Don Terpening will be at the Matthew-
is Persen House at 74 John Street in uptown Kingston 
(the corner of John and Crown streets) from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. to present various medicines, implements, 
and techniques used by physicians during the Revo-
lutionary War, as well as discuss the role that doctors 
played and their social standing during this period. 
Terpening is a professor emeritus of biology. 

Admission is free and all are welcome. For infor-
mation about this and other outreach programs of 
the Ulster County clerk’s offi  ce, call clerk Nina Postu-
pack at 340-3040.

Bearsville test well okayed

Woodstock’s town board has authorized supervi-
sor Bill McKenna to sign an agreement with Layne 
Christensen Company of Schoharie to drill a 20-foot 
test well on town property in Bearsville and con-
duct a 72-hour pump test. The cost is projected to 
be $52,925. If the test is successful, the test well will 
become the town’s third operating municipal well.

Recently, a pump at one of the two operating wells 
failed, and the well casing partially fi lled in when the 
pump was removed, McKenna said. Crews were able 
to replace the pump, but capacity was reduced from 
265 gallons per minute to 150 gallons per minute.

The sole other company that responded to re-
quests for quotes indicated it would not be able to 
do the work. The town has earmarked $120,000 for 
a new well. “I suspect we’ll use close to that,” McK-
enna said. 

Besides drilling the well, a casing, screen and pump 
must be installed. The new well will not be aff ected by 
any other projects of the improvements planned or un-
derway at nearby Rick Volz Field, he said.

Saugerties feral cat roundup

The village of Saugerties will be trapping, neutering 
and releasing feral cats earlier this year than usual, 
trustee Donald Hackett said. “Usually they begin in 
August, but I guess we’ve been having a couple issues 
going on, so I would like to start a little bit earlier,” he 
said. “I think we have $500 in our budget for that.”

Trapper Kim Kelly works with the Woodstock neu-
tering program, Hackett said. The cats are neutered 
and released near where they were picked up. The 
cat’s ear is nicked, so if it is picked up again, the 
“trap, neuter, return” program will know the animal 
is already neutered.

Last year, the program identifi ed four cats. At $25 
per cat caught, neutered and released, the program 
had adequate funds, Hackett said. The year before, 
the village spent the full $500, catching 20 cats or 

possibly more, which would have busted the budget, 
he said.

So far, Hackett has received two calls from resi-
dents concerning feral cats. Trustee Jeannine Mayer 
said she had also received a couple.

Kelly notifi es the homeowners in an area where 
she will be trapping before she begins, Hackett said. 
Cat owners will then know they should not let their 
house cats out. Should a pet be trapped, the owner 
should notify the animal shelter to have it returned.

Jam with strawberry jam

Strawberries are one of our fi rst local crops. Come 
learn how to make and preserve fresh strawberry 
jam next Wednesday, June 26 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County at 232 
Plaza Road in Kingston. 

The boiling-bath canning method that you will learn 
in class can also be used to preserve jellies, chutneys 
and pickles so you can enjoy local produce all year 
long. You will bring home a jar of your strawberry jam. 
Classes are $35, and a $5 discount is applied when you 
register for more than one class or with more than one 
person. For all event details and registration, please 
contact Janie Greenwald at 340-3990, ext. 326.

NY  |  RIO  |  BRAZIL  |  845 256 0620  | 845 430 2739
Located in Historical District on 5 Mulberry Street, New Paltz, NY
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ANDROGYNY’S NEW STUDIO IS FULLY OPEN!

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

window
cover-up
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new paltz, ny
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window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

Help keep local  
journalism strong
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Schools Student events, profi les & sports

Maddy Leitner
by Dayna Thomas

U
NDOUBTEDLY, ONE OF the 
most charismatic, hardwork-
ing and resilient individu-
als at New Paltz High School 

(NPHS) is senior Maddy Leitner. No 
matter if she’s onstage acting, singing, 
dancing, behind the scenes directing 
or editing the notorious Student Life 
video, Leitner is always bringing her 
leadership skills to the table. 

Leitner is no stranger to the stage, 
despite some beginner stage fright, she 
started her dance career at age fi ve and 
has been performing ever since. From 
the beginning of her time performing, 
Leitner has been strong in her stance 
about standing out.  

“All the little girls were in pink ballet 
shoes and pink leotards and I wanted a 
black leotard and black shoes,” laughs 
Leitner. 

Leitner has 13 years under her belt 
in a variety of diff erent styles includ-
ing lyrical, jazz, contemporary, ballet, 
pointe and her favorite, tap. Becoming 
the resident tap star at her studio, Take 
the Leap Dance Studio, in addition to 
winning the Student of the Year award 
in 2015, Leitner loves making music 
with her feet. 

“All dance is connected to music,” 
says Leitner, “but with tap you’re not 
only dancing to music, you’re also mak-
ing music.” 

As dance captain for the NPHS musi-
cal for three years, as well as choreo-
graphing for a few other shows, Leitner is looking to 
explore the possibility of taking on a leadership role 
in college by choreographing tap dances for other 
students. 

 Along with her accomplishments in the area of 
dance, her list of musical accomplishments in her 
time at NPHS is quite lengthy. Leitner has performed 
in All County choir for seven years, Area All State 
choir for two years and had the privilege of being in-
vited to attend All State choir for the past years, as 
well as preparing upper level NYSSMA solos for all 
four years of high school. 

“My house was always very musically oriented,” 
says Leitner. “My dad plays guitar and my mom 
sings, and they have a band.”

After her parents’ divorce, Leitner’s mother and 
father formed a band called Me and My Ex, an accu-
rately named duo that plays acoustic covers at shows 
all over the Hudson Valley. As well as being a posi-
tive musical infl uence in Leitner’s childhood, they 

also have taught her that music can bring people 
together.  

“They brought themselves together again by mak-
ing music, which also brought the family together,” 
says Leitner smiling.

Additionally, Leitner is choir president and was re-
cently recognized for all of her hard work and dedica-
tion by being awarded with the National Choral Award. 

Earlier this spring, Leitner played the role of Dav-
ey in Newsies, her seventh and fi nal production at 
NPHS. In addition to being dance captain, and per-
forming in both the musicals and dramas in her time 
at NPHS, Leitner has taken the headshots of the casts 
for all of the shows. 

“Newsies was defi nitely an infl uential part of my 
senior year,” says Leitner. “The show is very em-
powering as it was very real to our time, with teens 
standing up and fi ghting for their rights.”

For the past few months, Leitner has been working 
extremely hard on making the NPHS Student Life vid-
eo the best that it could possibly be. Leitner has been 

essential in the process, as she has helped 
write, direct and edit the entire fi lm, giv-
ing her a glimpse of what her time spent 
in college may be like. 

“I learned how to manage and take 
on lots of responsibility,” says Leitner. 
“I also learned a lot about time man-
agement and was reassured that this is 
what I want to do.”

This coming fall, Leitner will be at-
tending Ithaca College to study fi lm and 
hopes to have the opportunity to fi lm, 
edit and direct more projects. She also 
hopes not to give up on her love for act-
ing and theatre and continue to explore 
many diff erent roles in the future. 

Despite all of Leitner’s great accom-
plishments over the past few years, her 
path has not been the smoothest. In the 
fall of her junior year, Leitner had de-
compression surgery for a Chiari Mal-
formation, which was causing her to 
be extremely dizzy and in turn, miss a 
great deal of school. 

“I was out of dance for three months, 
which was really upsetting and really 
impacted my life, considering I go to 
dance three times a week,” says Leitner 
solemnly. “All of the sudden, you’re not 
doing the thing you love for three days 
a week, and you feel kind of stuck. It 
made me realize how important danc-
ing is to me.”

Leitner had to accept that she wasn’t 
able to dance for a while, and after a 
few months she resiliently bounced 
back on her feet and was tapping away.

“I’m really proud of my recovery af-
terwards even though it was really diffi  cult,” com-
ments Leitner. “It still has a lot of impact on my life, 
but I’m learning to live with it.” 

Leitner is incredibly grateful for her parents and 
their ability to support her through any and all the 
endeavors that she has taken and will continue to 
take on. Leitner has also formed a special bond with 
NPHS choir teacher, Nicole Foti, who has encour-
aged her to continue to push herself in the music 
area and accomplish things she had previously not 
thought possible.  

As she moves forward, Leitner tries her hardest 
to maintain her positive bubbly attitude despite any 
defeats she may encounter. She reminds herself to 
not lose sight of what she loves and continue to do it 
throughout the rest of her life.

“Find something that you love enough that you 
can’t live without it,” says Leitner with a radiant 
smile. “Don’t give it up even if you struggle along the 
way.” ++

Maddy Leitner.

YOU PICK IT OUT. WE'LL PACK
AND SHIP IT WITH CARE.
We now offer Printing Services!
• Printing, Laminating, Binding
• Passport Photos
• Fax, Copy, Scan
• MailBox Rental

2600 SOUTH RD RTE 9 STE 44
In Poughkeepsie Plaza near Marshall’s
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12601
store4282@theupsstore.com

845-454-3505
Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Sat-Sun 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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by Rich Corozine

T
HERE'S  A NEW public mural unfolding over 
at New Paltz's Chestnut Mobil convenience 
store/gas station in New Paltz, and it's being 
painted by a small group of PIGLETS. No, 

this isn't a fairy tale and there isn't a wolf hiding by 
the gas pumps (I least I didn't see one), but a group 
of New Paltz High School students who are involved 
in the school's Participation in Government, Lit-
erature and Economics for Today's Students class...
thus: PIGLETS.

For this group, these three high school seniors -- 
Elizabeth Sheehy, Carolyn Reeves and Lianna Maley 
-- are part of the program's "out of the classroom and 
into the community" outreach. "It's a service-learn-
ing class, just for seniors," said Maley of the 20-or-so 
students involved. Previous outreach was with Hud-
son Valley Food Bank, understanding what it does, 
and a more hands-on approach at Woodland Pond 
and Mountain Valley Manor, "getting the older per-
son's history through interviews and profi les," said 
Reeves, "off ering tech help," added Sheehy;  and "do-
ing meditation and music therapy," said Maley.

So, why a mural at Chestnut Mobil?
"We're all  art students taking AP art, so we wanted 

to do a mural somewhere," said Sheehy, and contact-
ed Craig Shankles as a liaison to the town, who con-
tacted the Jamal Family -- owners of Chestnut Mobil, 
who have a long history of civic engagement in New 
Paltz --  "and they agreed to let us do a mural," said 
Reeves. "And donated the paint," added Maley.

Part of the project was to go through town govern-
ment to get approval. Applying for a permit with the 
Planning Board, drawing up the mural's design and 
showing it to the board and waiting for approval. "It 

was a process," said Sheehy.
The design -- done by Maley -- is being painted by 

all three on the side wall of Chestnut Mobil, facing 
Main Street. It is an environmental message concern-
ing "pollination" and the danger that bees are in, not 
just in our local community -- "we are a farm town," 
said Maley -- but throughout the world. "So, besides 
our passions for art, we want to engage the commu-
nity in thinking about the environmental danger to 
our food supply...bees are vital to that," added Maley 
of her design, showing bees pollinating fl owers.

The three artists gave a big shout-out to Marcel 
Mitscherlich, a local set designer working on plays in 
New York and the one who designed and painted the 
fl ag mural on the side of La Bella Pizza Bistro on South 
Mannheim Boulevard (across from the middle school).

"She took us in," said Reeves, "and showed us how 
to do this," added Sheehy. "We couldn't have done 
this without her."

And, after this mural is completed, the three artists 
will paint a more free-fl owing (and bigger) mural of 
bees and fl owers on the back wall of Chestnut Mobil. 
This was the idea of Sharif Jamal, who wanted the 
original facing Main Street, but also wanted some-
thing on the blank wall facing the Post Offi  ce parking 
lot. "So even more people will see their work."

"We also want to leave something behind for the 
town," said Maley, as all nodded in agreement. "And 
a mural seemed a good way of doing that," added 
Sheehy. ++

RICH COROZINE

The Jamal family (front L-R): Sharif, mother Violet, Khalil; and the three students from the PIGLETS class (back L-R): Elizabeth Sheehy, Carolyn 
Reeves, Lianna Maley.

Beyond the classroom
Members of the New Paltz High School PIGLETS class paint a mural at Chestnut Mobil

Pools, Spas & 
Patio Furniture

1606 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine (Next to Adams) • 336-8080 • www.aquajetpools.com
Open Daily • Mon - Fri: 9-7 pm; Sat: 9-5 pm; Sun: 10-4 pm • Family owned and operated for over 30 years
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on Pools • Spas
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TIME TO FIX YOUR MUDDY
DRIVEWAY? WE CAN HELP!

Homeowner Excavation & Dump Truck Service

• Top Soil, Gravel & Shale
• New Footing Drains for Old Houses
• Foundations • Site Clearing
• Septic Systems
• All Your Excavating Needs 
• Commercial & Residential Work
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BRUCE KATZ • (845) 255-0803
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Best of the best for spring

New Paltz temmis coach Scott Taylor with (L-R) Isaac Cheruiyot and Noah Kalus. PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland girls Lacrosse Liz Fino.

New Paltz baseball Aidan Hoff man.Highland girls lacrosse Tasheca McGhie.

Nick Puleo (section 9 golf champion) and 
Oliver Watson (state qualifier).

New Paltz softball Alex Frenza.

New Paltz boys lacrosse Daegan Cronin.  Highland girls lacrosse Nicole Iopoace.New Paltz track Javaughn Gooden. Highland boys lacrosse Jack Young.

NEW PALTZ & HIGHLAND  | SPORTS

by Rich Corozine

I
T WAS AN intriguing Spring season for both New 
Paltz and Highland teams, with lots of promise 
being realized by the New Paltz tennis team and 
the boys track team, some disappointments in 

baseball and softball; while at Highland, only the com-
bined (with Marlboro) boys lacrosse team -- faced with 
a move to a higher Division (against bigger schools) -- 
managed to stay the course, everyone else took a few 
steps back, hoping to regroup for next Spring. Individ-
ually, for both schools, there were a couple remarkable 
performances that caught our eye, and some budding 
stars in the making as freshman. It was a good sports 
year overall for both schools.

So, here are our best of the best for Spring 2019...

Best game/meet (team)
New Paltz -- New Paltz boys track winning yet an-

other Section 9 title, with Javaughn Gooden and Lo-
gan Linares winning individual titles.

Highland -- It was a loss, but the boys lacrosse 
team came back from a 6-1 defi cit to narrowly lose 
in the Section 9 Class B semifi nal to heavily-favored 
Warwick 10-9.

Best game/meet (individual)
New Paltz -- Softball's Alex Frenza's season-opening 

debut: a 19 strike out no-hitter against Saugerties; Nick 
Puleo winning the boys golf Section 9 tournament; 
and Javaughn Gooden and Hailey Dippel wining three 
MHAL titles each for the boys and girls respectively.

Highland -- Girls lacrosse Liz Fino State record-
breaking 16 goal game against Rhinebeck.

Best of the unsung
New Paltz -- Anna McDuffi  e (softball) -- four-year 

starter, solid glove at shortstop, heart of the team; 

Aidan Hoff man (baseball) -- starting shortstop, be-
came number one pitcher, top hitter, another heart 
of the team; Javaughn Gooden and Logan Linares 
(boys track) -- Section 9 champions, with Gooden 
in the 400 hurdles, also winning three MHAL titles, 
and Linares the 3000 steeplechase; Keira Coulard-
Smith (girls track) -- two-time defending Section 
9 pole vault champion; The Dan's: Balutowski and 
Rober (tennis) -- undefeated and helped lead the 
Huguenots to their fourth straight MHAL champi-
onship; Daigan Cronin and Blaise Driscoll (boys la-
crosse) -- Mr. Off ense and Mr. Defense, respectively, 
in boys Section 9 tournament team; Hailey Osborne 
(girls lacrosse) -- helped rejuvenating girls to best 
season ever, solid midfi elder and leader; Nick Puleo 
and Alex Cymbal (golf ) -- the former won MHAL and 
Section 9 titles with latter second in both MHAL and 
Section 9.

Highland -- Julian Meltz (baseball) -- led the Huskies 



June 14, 2012  •  19  June 20, 2019 • 19  New Paltz Times 

 

Highland inducts students into the National 
Junior Honor Society

H
IGHLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL District inducted 37 young scholars into the Highland 
Middle School Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) on Tuesday, June 
4. For membership, students needed to demonstrate their commitment to the pillars of 
the NJHS, which include knowledge, scholarship, citizenship, leadership, character and 

service. Current Grade 8 members introduced the Grade 7 inductees to an audience of proud family 
and friends, while principal Dan Wetzel congratulated them on their achievement and advisor Lisa 
Sutera draped them in formal NJHS sashes. Advisor Samantha Wacker presented each inductee with 
a pin. A reception followed. 

According to the National Junior Honor Society, its purpose is to recognize outstanding middle-
level students. More than just an honor roll, NJHS serves to honor those students who have demon-
strated excellence in the areas of scholarship, service, leadership, character and citizenship. These 
characteristics have been associated with membership in the organization since its beginning in 
1929. 

The fi ve main purposes that guide NJHS chapters are: to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to 
stimulate a desire to render service, to promote leadership, to encourage responsible citizenship 
and to develop character in the students of secondary schools. These purposes also translate into 
the criteria used for membership selection in each local chapter.

HIGHLAND | MIDDLE SCHOOL

 Highland Middle School Grade 7 students Andre Grant and Jaysean Ayala are among the 37 newest 
members of the National Junior Honor Society. 

from his lead-off  spot and played solid centerfi eld 
in a very disappointing season; Paige Dauenheimer 
(softball) -- one of MHAL's top fi ve players, the Big 
Bopper, a home run possibility in every at bat; Dani-
elle Quirk-Hall and Benito Vargas (track) -- Quirk-Hall 
fi nished top three in Section 9 girls 200, with Vargas 
third in Section 9 boys 3200 and 3000 steeplechase; 
Jack Young and Mike Caso (boys lacrosse) -- Young 
the All-American defensive midfi elder and Caso 
the point-man off  the off ense led Highland to yet 
another sensational season; Tasheca McGhie (girls 
lacrosse) -- last line of defense, the second year goal-
keeper held her own against Class B competition; 
Casey Rosen (tennis) -- led team to three wins, the 
highest in a decade, playing the MHAL's best at num-
ber one singles.

Best defender
New Paltz -- Giovanni Guido (boys lacrosse) -- the 

diff erence in goal in the Huguenots' fi ve victories and 
their return to the Section 9 tournament.

Highland -- Jack Young and Lenny Casabura (boys 
lacrosse) -- nearly impregnable in the Huskies 13-4 
season, Young as defensive-mid and Casabura in 
goal.

Best out of nowhere
New Paltz -- Alex Frenza (softball), Ava Cronin 

(girls lacrosse) and Marcus Fariello (boys track) -- 
freshman Frenza nearly unhittable all season long 
and freshman Cronin the big scorer girls lacrosse 
needs to reach their fi rst-ever Section tournament, 
while the senior Fariello switched over from baseball 
and ran the 400 consistently in the low :50's, fi nish-
ing second in the MHAL.

Highland -- Olivia Bell (softball) -- the freshman 
took over admirably behind the plate and turned in 
a solid job in a disappointing 4-10 season.

Zen award
(given to the player who makes it look so easy)

New Paltz (Angela Robins Award) -- Javaugn 
Gooden (boys track) -- smooth, long-strider, looks ef-
fortless in winning 100 and 400 hurdles or 100 and 
200 sprints.

Highland (Christie Morano Award) -- Paige Dauen-
heimer (softball) -- the big bat in the MHAL, power-
plus and just a good, good hitter, a Kellie Panek-like 
hitter.

Best of the future
New Paltz -- Natalya Knoth (softball) -- freshman 

stepping in as catcher, big bat, big arm, with Frenza a 
few Section titles?; Patrick Murphy (baseball) -- came 
around at bat this season, power, hitting for average; 
Riley Brutvan and Orla Clasby (track) -- former run-
ning right with Linares and latter top fi ve in 400 hur-
dles and 800; Ryan Hovey (tennis) -- number three 
singles who fi nished third in MHAL's, number one 
player next season; Gio Guido and Abe Weidenkeller 
(boys lacrosse) -- goalkeeper and big scorer to lead 
the Huguenots to Class C fi nals next season; Peyton 
Curley (girls lacrosse) -- fi rst top caliber goalkeeper 
in Huguenots' girls ten-year history, freshman was 
the diff erence in goals allowed; Aracely and Oliver 
Watson (golf ) -- sister and brother who both made 
the recent State tournament, fi nished ninth and sev-
enth respectively in Section 9.

Highland -- Ethan Thompson (baseball) -- can 
bring it, had an uneven sophomore season, but the 
big talent is there both on the mound and at the 
plate; Abby Kemp (softball) -- same as for Thompson, 
uneven season as a freshman, but improved at end 
of season on the mound and at the plate; Tim Petty 
(track) -- top 400 man, ran top fi ve in Section; Ni-
cole Iopace (girls lacrosse) -- second banana to high-
scoring Liz Fino, on her way to 100 career goals; 
Ethan Esposito (boys lacrosse) -- had a solid season 
as a sophomore midfi elder, looking for more off ense 
next season as the Huskies lose a lot up front.

And now, the three big awards...

Best team
New Paltz -- Boys tennis was once again undefeat-

ed, won the MHAL for the fourth consecutive time 
and have won the title six of the last seven years. 
Lost only two matches all season long, with every 
starter making it to Sections.

Highland -- Boys lacrosse again...and...again...
and...one of the premier lacrosse programs in the 
Section, was 13-4 playing up in Class B after three 

straight Class C titles. Great program.

Best coach
New Paltz -- Boys tennis Scott Taylor...once again...

and again, just the right amount of patience and ca-
joling to bring out the best in his team, year-after-
year-after-year-after-year...

Highland -- Ditto boys lacrosse coach Tom Sclappi-
ch...year-after-year-after-year, etc....a remarkable run 
for this decade-long program, started by Schlappich.

Best player(s)
New Paltz -- Where do we start? Noah Kalus and 

Isaac Cheruiyot won their third straight MHAL dou-
bles title, fi nishing top three in Section 9 again and 
making States each time. Not only do they pair-up 
phenomenally well, but each is almost unbeatable 
in singles play over that period. Two great players.

Highland -- There should be a special category for 
girls soccer star Liz Fino. No one in Section 9 has 
ever quite seen anyone like the Huskies' Diminutive 
Dynamo, scoring 359 goals (not offi  cial) in her three 
seasons on the fi eld, breaking the one-game scoring 
record with 16, she is approximately 150 goals shy of 
the State record of 505 going into her senior year. Can 
she do it? Why not, she is like no one else in the game.

So, fans, that's it for this year and Spring sports 
2019 for New Paltz and Highland. ++

The Ride for Mental Health
returns to New Paltz June 22-23

The Ride for Mental Health invites cyclists of all 
levels to come together June 22 and 23. All rides start 
at 9 a.m. at Hasbrouck Park, located on Mohonk Av-
enue in New Paltz.

The ride was created by Mac Dorris to honor his 
late son, Eric Dorris, who battled with these condi-
tions. There is no minimum fundraising amount to 
join. Currently there are over 300 registered riders. 

Choose between two 50-mile loops. The northern 
50 takes you to the Ashokan Reservoir and returns 
with a couple of challenging climbs, including a 
two-mile climb over the Gunks. The southern 50 is 
fl ooded with views of the Ridge as it covers mostly 
rolling terrain past farms and fi elds. You can opt for 
the 100-mile ride, which puts the two 50-mile loops 
together for a full day in the saddle. There is also a 
scenic 25-mile loop, which runs south of town for 
those who aren’t quite ready for a bigger challenge. 
Back again for 2019 is the rail trail ride -- a fl at 14-
mile ride, which starts in New Paltz and goes north 
to Rosendale where it fi nishes high above the Rond-
out Creek.

The ride will be hosting two group dinners on Sat-
urday night. The fi rst, limited to 150 guests, will be 
held at the Mohonk Preserve. Individuals who raise 
$1,000 or more and those fi rst to register will be in-
vited to join and dine with Juli. Julie will be speaking 
at the dinner to show her support for the event and 
to encourage others to open up about mental health. 
A secondary community meal for all remaining rid-
ers and volunteers will take place simultaneously at 
the Field of Dreams in New Paltz.

Funds will support McLean Hospital, helping them 
accelerate progress being made to assist those liv-
ing with mental illness. 100% of the proceeds raised 
by riders goes towards the education, research and 
treatment of mental illness including anxiety, bor-
derline personality disorder, depression, eating dis-
orders and substance abuse. To date, the ride has 
raised over $250,000. 

For additional information, visit www.rideformen-
talhealth.org/theride.
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Hometown news
Kelly Wingfi eld, 23, of New Paltz will be attend-

ing the Boston University School of Medicine in Au-
gust to major in Bio Molecular Pharmacology and 
Experimental Therapeutics. Kelly is the daughter of 
David Wingfi eld of Gardiner and Sharon Wingfi eld 
of Newburgh. She graduated with honors from New 
Paltz High School in 2014 and from SUNY Albany, 
Summa Cum Laude, in 2018. While growing up in 
New Paltz, Kelly  earned a black belt in karate from 
New Paltz Karate. She  is an artist and musician who 
served her community as a camp counselor for the 
summer Gardiner recreation program.

With her mother Renee Simmons at her side, New 
Paltz High School graduating senior, Makayla Sim-
mons received a $500 scholarship check from New 
Paltz Study Club president Kathy Rivera at a lun-
cheon at Garvan’s Gastropub in New Paltz on Tues-
day, June 4.

Chapter A, NYS PEO president Susan Buchanan, 
recently presented the scholar award of $2,500 to 
New Paltz High School student Claudia Kaplan. 
PEO is a philanthropic education organization sup-
ported by women to further the education of wom-
en.

Erik Budo Uerkwitz, a New Paltz High School 
student, will study Arabic in Jordan for the summer 
through a National Security Language Initiative for 
Youth (NSLI-Y) scholarship. NSLI-Y is a program of 
the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Aff airs.

Uerkwitz was selected out of over 3,300 applica-
tions from across the United States and is one of 
approximately 660 students who will study Arabic, 
Chinese, Hindi, Indonesian, Korean, Persian, Rus-
sian or Turkish overseas this coming year. While in 
Jordan, he will receive formal language instruction, 
live with a host family and experience the local cul-
ture as part of an immersion environment.

The AFS NYC Metro & Hudson Valley Team, affi  li-
ated with AFS-USA, has announced that Alana Flor-
encio-Wain, a sophomore at New Paltz High School, 
was awarded the NYC Metro & Hudson Valley Area 
AFS Study Abroad Scholarship, a $1,000 award to-
ward participation in an AFS exchange program to 
Spain in the coming school year. 

Local AFS area team chair Elinor Levy and AFS-
USA representative Jessica Greenstein, presented 
Florencio-Wain with the award at New Paltz High 

(L-R): Kathleen Moslander, Susan Hurd, Claudia Kaplan, New Paltz High School senior Ann Fowler, chapter A, NYS PEO 
president Susan Buchanan.

School on June 6.  While there, they also took the 
opportunity to recognize outgoing principal Barbara 
Clinton for her commitment to fostering intercul-
tural awareness in tomorrow’s leaders, by making it 

Renee Simmons, Makayla Simmons and  Kathy Rivera.Kelly Wingfield.

possible for international AFS exchange students to 
attend New Paltz High School over the years she has 
served as principal. 

 An eff ective approach 
to youth behavioral 
health

A
WARENESS INC. -- a not-for-profi t peer-
to-peer organization that provides an 
eff ective approach to youth behavioral 
health -- was founded 12 years ago by Ma-

rie Shultis following a fatal drunk driving crash that 
resulted in the death of a young man and the im-
prisonment of the young driver. In response, Shultis 
engaged community teens to fi nd ways to intervene 
and address risk factors. The program has evolved 
into a peer-to-peer wellness program that addresses 
adolescent/young adult mental health stressors in-
cluding alcohol and/or drug use. 

Awareness was introduced to New Paltz High 
School by principal Barbara Clinton, social worker 
Lisa Watkins and health teacher Shannan Magneti-

co. After participants spoke at a drug abuse event, 
Awareness peer leaders were invited to speak about 
at-risk behavior in the health classes. This intervention 
has been included each semester since, and updated 
to include the harm of vaping. Also, Jo Coppola, LMHC, 
GHA, has utilized handwriting analysis to support fun 
self-refl ection for students. “The Awareness program is 
crucial in helping our students” said Clinton. 

SUNY New Paltz students started an Awareness 
club in 2011, currently led by Ariana Toledo and Ori-
anna Soriano. Last year, they hosted a narcan train-
ing in collaboration with Students Against Mass In-
carceration. For the past two years, SUNY students 
accompanied New Paltz High School peer leaders to 
speak at Ellenville High School and trained them to 
start a peer-led program of their own. “Volunteering 
in Awareness the past three years has been a reward-
ing experience for me,” said Toledo.

New Paltz High School volunteers have devoted 
hours after school and time during their lunch peri-
ods to gain information from middle school students 

to discover areas where strategies are needed to 
maintain behavioral health.

“One of the results of peer education is, the young-
est students interested in volunteering can continue 
their participation until they are trained to be peer 
leaders,” said middle school principal Ann Sheldon. 
It has had a very positive response in a short period 
of time at the middle school as well.

“Kids look forward to meeting and seek me out to 
make sure the meeting is happening” said Melissa 
Gruver, middle school health teacher. 

Since 2011, New Paltz courts have utilized Aware-
ness as a resource. Court-referred participants who 
successfully complete the program may have their 
criminal charge reduced and alcohol or marijuana 
violations may be adjourned in contemplation of 
dismissal. Awareness uses research-based methods 
to educate youth leading to positive cognitive skill 
building that helps participants make better deci-
sions. The eight-week peer program divides by age 
and risk level. Participants are volunteers, or are 
under court-mandated attendance for nonviolent of-
fenses. Peer leaders are trained within the program 
and can identify with the participant’s experiences. 

Just as a drug addiction epidemic can spread 
through entire communities in a domino eff ect of 
negative interpersonal experiences and connec-
tions, this program seeks to create a positive counter 
reaction. The program utilizes positive peer relation-
ships and experiences to change youths’ attitudes to-
wards substance abuse and focuses on the benefi ts 
of healthier choices. 

For more information, e-mail ucawarenesspro-
gram@gmail.com or call or text (845) 417-1484.

New Paltz High School students and eighth-grade 
middle school students at an Awareness club meeting.
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A lifetime of service
(Continued from page 1) 

the fi re service back in ‘74, a member of the all-vol-
unteer crew for just two years at that point. When 
the call came that May morning around 10:30 a.m. to 
go put out the fi re, he was at his day job. He told his 
boss he’d be “right back,” never imagining that he’d 
end up being out on the railroad bridge fi ghting the 
fi re well into the evening.

The fi re was started by something rather routine. 
“Back in the day, railroad cars had what were called 
‘journal boxes,’” Miller explains. Axles were housed in 
the boxes, which were fi lled with a hemp-like material, 
heavily oiled or greased to lubricate the bearing. “What 
would happen, is, if the railroad car was not properly 
maintained, and the oil dried out, the friction from the 
steel would cause the hemp to catch fi re.”

The journal boxes were not tightly sealed, so when 
that happened, bits of burning hemp would fall out 
as the railroad car traveled along, starting brush fi res. 
“We had that all the time,” Miller notes; “brush fi res 
started by overheated journal boxes. And the last 
train that went across the railroad bridge dropped 
pieces of burning hemp onto the creosote-coated 
railroad ties and set the bridge on fi re.”

When Highland fi refi ghters got to the bridge, 
Poughkeepsie fi remen were already at work on the 
other side. “We were called under mutual aid by 
Poughkeepsie,” Miller says. “We walked out onto the 
bridge and went over toward the fi re, where there 
were standpipe boxes [where a hose can be connect-
ed]. It was set up so that Poughkeepsie could pump 
into it from their side, but the pipe had frozen and 
broken at some point in time. We were trying to plug 
the pipe up to give Poughkeepsie some pressure, but 
it didn’t work. We couldn’t get any pressure, and the 
fi re was gaining on us; there were times we thought 
we weren’t going to be able to outrun it, because it 
was burning westerly.”

The Highland crew ended up closing the valve in the 
middle of the bridge and pumping from the Highland 
side using tankers of water. “We laid 2,600 feet of hose 
on the bridge to be able to fi ght the fi re,” Miller adds. 
“We were out there about ten and a half hours.”

The now-fi re chief has a photo taken that day, of him-
self and two other men trying to get enough pressure 
to make the water fl ow. What looks like grey smoke 
behind them in the black-and-white reproduction was 
actually red and orange fl ames, he says. “We advanced 
on the fi re to a point where we were kicking the fi fth 
plates off  [square plates underneath the rails that 
weigh about 12 pounds each]. Miller says he remem-
bers the sound of those plates bouncing off  of Route 9 
more than 200 feet below: boing!

Fighting that fi re was “an interesting experience,” 
Miller says with some understatement, not the least 
because he happened to be a railroad buff .

The bridge, owned by Penn Central then, was too 
badly damaged to make it worth saving. “It would 
not have been an easy repair,” says Miller, noting 
how severely the heat had warped the rails and the 
huge box beams that ran from pier to pier. Penn Cen-
tral was in bankruptcy at the time, too, so they ba-
sically abandoned the Poughkeepsie-Highland Rail-
road Bridge and rerouted their trains upstate.

All these years later, Miller began his 47th year of 
service with the Highland Fire Department in May. 
Joining was less complicated back in the ‘70s, he 
says, when the required Essentials of Firemanship 

class was only 39 hours long, not the 127-147 hours 
it is now, with classes for fi rst aid, CPR, haz-mat and 
other skills included. He was inspired to volunteer 
while working on “muscle cars” with a group of friends 
a bit older than he was. “I learned mechanical aptitude 
from them, and one of the guys was in the fi re depart-
ment, and that led me to end up joining.”

Candidates for the job are always asked why they 
want to join the fi re department, with the standard 
answer being “to serve my community,” Miller 
says. “And to some degree that’s true. But the kind 
of thing that drives many people to do this is want-
ing to take on a real challenge, like running into a 
burning building that other people are running out 
of. And in the right organization – and we strive for 
this – there’s camaraderie, there’s no cliques, and 
there’s uniform management of the way people are 
handled. It gets down to the challenge of doing what-
ever the task is at hand.”

Two years into the work, Miller became a driver 

and operator, and then an offi  cer for the fi rst time in 
1978. He served as fi rst lieutenant for several years 
before becoming captain, then eight years later be-
came assistant chief. 

Miller was elected chief for the fi rst time in 1991, 
elected a second time in ’93. He remained as chief 
“until about 2005, I think,” he says. “Then I got out; 
that’s what you want to do. It’s a tough job: you’re 
dealing with people, you’re dealing with issues, and 
all the while you’re the point contact.” Managing the 
scene at a fi re is actually the least of it, he says.

In his fi rst year as chief, Miller kept track of how 
many hours he spent doing the fi re chief-specifi c 
part of the work – not counting going on calls – and 
it came to 32 hours a week; a rather hefty commit-
ment for volunteer work done while holding down a 
fulltime day job. But even after 2005, he still served 
as assistant chief for a few years and then went back 
to being chief again four or fi ve years ago. “I think I 
have a total of 20 years as chief, overall.”

Miller was born locally, in Vassar Hospital, but grew 
up on a farm in New Kingston, New York, up in Dela-
ware County. His father’s roots in that area go back for 
generations, but better job opportunities for his dad as 
a teacher brought the family to Highland, where Miller 
enrolled in eighth grade, which was high school then. 
His father became principal of the school and Pete was 
president of the student government. 

The bridge was too badly 
damaged to make it worth 
saving. “It would not have 
been an easy repair,” says 

Miller. Penn Central was in 
bankruptcy at the time, too, 
so they basically abandoned 
the Poughkeepsie-Highland 

Railroad Bridge and rerouted 
their trains upstate.

He drove a tractor trailer in high school and col-
lege, working for a few diff erent farm and fruit stand 
operations, later going into the food industry as a 
plant manager for several diff erent enterprises. He 
worked for Hudson Valley Apple Products in Milton 
for a number of years – sold while he worked there 
to a company he describes as “the Kraft Foods of 
England” – working with them throughout the big 
cyanide scare with apples in the ‘80s, the company 
even chartering a Concorde to fl y cyanide test strips 
from England to New York at one point. Miller also 
worked with the founders of Snapple, and met his 
wife, Veronica, while working at EFCO Products in 
Poughkeepsie, which manufactures all of the Dunkin’ 
Donuts fi llings in the world. (His wife currently runs 
the plant.) After a stint as executive director of Ala-
mo Ambulance, Miller went to the Highland Central 
School District, where he has been facilities manager 
for the past 12-plus years.

And all the while, there’s been Highland Hose 
Company #1.

In addition to responding to calls and managing 
fi re scenes, a chief’s mindset, says Miller, needs to be, 
“What do we do as an organization to be the best?” 
One of the things the Highland Fire Department has 
accomplished in recent years is lowering the cost of 
homeowner’s insurance for people in the Highland fi re 
district, by improving their insurance services organi-
zation (ISO) rating from a class 8 to a class 3. “People 
don’t always make the connection, but that change has 
saved them many hundreds of thousands of dollars on 
homeowner’s insurance,” Miller explains.

Improving that rating is done by “acquiring the 
right equipment, the right training and documen-
tation of the training. Everything we do, is all part 
of it. Our water department is very good; the water 
system is well-maintained, has good fl ows, good hy-
drants, and that aff ects the rating.”

There’s a cost to the fi re service, Miller notes, 
“just like there’s a cost to an insurance policy. And 
you hope you never need either one, but the two 
are somewhat tied together. If the fi re department 
is good enough, it lowers the cost of your insurance 
without being very expensive. There are fi re depart-
ments that are very good, but they’re very expensive 
in their tax rates.”

Highland Hose Company #1 celebrates their 125th 
anniversary this year. A parade is planned in the 
hamlet for next month. ++ 
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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A waste of time

I made a mistake. A big one. Like throwing gaso-
line on a fi re. My response to George Civile’s “Sky 
Screamer” only gave new fuel to his already crazed 
confl agration.

I am going to try to make this as cogent as possible:
1) Mr. Civile questioned why I, as a consistent reader 

of the New Paltz Times feedback section, would chose 
his parody of the song “Sky Pilot” which to direct my 
“spirited response.” After all, he had employed what 
he considers such “witty and clever” writing style be-
fore. Indeed he has. Therein lies my fi rst reason for 
being compelled to respond to this particular letter. 
One time, his using this ode mode could be consid-
ered “cutesy.” A second time, just plain irritating. By 
the third time, his employing such word play appears 
to be nothing more than some form of public self-
gratifi cation.

2) And then Mr. Civile asserts his wannabe whim-
sical use of “Sky Pilot” was only meant to present a 
“short history of the political protest phenomenon.” 
And my challenge that it was instead was a “rambling 
history of U.S. politics since Trump stole the Presi-
dency” was completely unfounded. SAY WHAT? Here 
are but a few examples of his stanzas: “when the dust 
settled Rodham lost and Trump was in...” “Donald 
chose Gorsuch much to Schumer’s dismay”...”I don’t 
like Trump’s plan and I don’t want his Wall” ….and 
on and on ad nauseum. In what universe is this sing 
song litany not a detailed chronological narrative of 
our nation’s sad recent history under the Trump oli-
garchy? And a gleeful, taunting one at that.

3) Mr. Civile would also have the reader believe I as-
serted Trump stole the Presidency and gave no basis 
for such a claim. Hardly. I fi rst stated that Trump had 
lost the popular vote. Massively. I then proceeded to 
posit that Trump’s very narrow vote margins in three 
states -- Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Michigan -- 
were achievable only with the support of social media 
trolls supported by the Russian government. In fact, I 
put forth one example; that being of Macomb County 
Michigan where Obama won twice but Trump won in 
2016. Only after a pernicious online advertising cam-
paign alleging a Clinton victory would literally have 
angry and dangerous Black Lives Matter groups at the 
gates. (Macomb borders Wayne County and Detroit.) 
Maybe less time listening to MAGA rallies and doing 
some REAL research would make your letters more 
persuasive, Mr. Civile.

4) But I doubt it. Because though you may label 
me a victim of JAMIHETOCD (your diagnosis of Joe 
and Mika I Hate Everything Trump Compulsive Dis-
order), I fi nd you just woefully ignorant. Because the 
fi nal reason I responded to this particular one of your 
many similar letters is this one was written and sub-
mitted soon after Mueller’s report was made public. 
And you were insuff erable with a manic refrain “But 
Bob said ‘No Collusion” and gave Trump a-nother 
win.” There may be yet a glimmer of hope contained 
within your letter, however, Mr. Civile. You sing noth-
ing about “No Obstruction.” Was that because the 
word did not fi t within that stanza or rather because 
you have an inkling of awareness that the King you ad-
ulate is but a fraudulent crook? That the Emperor in 
fact has no clothes? (Sorry for that visual folks.) In any 
event, Mr. Civile, you have lost all credibility with me. 
Not because you are a rabid Trump supporter. My 
mother is also one. And I love her. No, it is because 
you could read something so straightforward as my 
responsive letter to “Sky Screamer” and merely utter 
“alternative facts” as if no copy of what I had written 
any longer exists. Just as Trump somehow convinces 
himself on any given day that no news footage exists 
of something he said an hour earlier, only to deny say-
ing it within the next 60 minutes. 

 My Italian grandmother used to have a saying 
“Don’t piss on me and tell me it is raining.” The 
TRUTH I learned from her is that to be so brazenly 
and obviously lied to is not merely off ensive; it is vul-
gar. And in the instant case, I would add a waste of 
time. Accordingly, I will no longer read your letters, 

Mr. Civile.
P.S. George, you should know that the Michael 

who has submitted this letter and the Michael who 
you erroneously think edits Susan’s columns is one 
in the same. Maybe it’s because I’m a Gemini; may-
be it’s because I had a rare day without a doctor’s 
appointment and was watching too much cable 
news; for whatever reason I was seized with the 
need to shoot this missive in your direction. And it 
was Susan, ironically, this time who advised me my 
letter seemed too angry and that I should , perhaps, 
temper it. I have decided not to. Hell yeah, it is an 
angry letter! You misrepresented my response to 
“Sky Screamer” with the blithe and duplicitous gall 
of your Liar-in-Chief. I fi nd it all unbearable.

Michael Cacchio
Rosendale

Baby Boomers on the way out

Some might wonder: what’s going on within the 
New Paltz Democratic Committee?

KT Tobin has been trying to get infl uence/control 
of the committee for 12 years. The essential prob-
lem that she’s had in this eff ort has been that her 
people rarely stay long. They generally have had no 
long-term interest in the committee and the party’s 
work. The Democratic Committee is not an activ-
ist organization. It is a political organization, whose 
work is defi ned and bound by Federal and State 
election laws, and State and County Democratic 
bylaws.

In the last year, three of KT’s people left the com-
mittee, but were convinced to come back. The es-
sential confl ict is that the Democratic Committee’s 
purpose is good government, and the bylaws stipu-
late recruiting quality candidates. I fi nd that KT is 
less concerned with quality candidates or govern-
ment, and more concerned with personal loyalty 
and control. 

The most obvious example of this is our current 
town government, where neither the supervisor 
nor the deputy supervisor, both KT candidates, 
have a clue how to manage town fi nances. It’s so 
bad that last fall the deputy supervisor came to a 
budget meeting without his copy of the budget, and 
for the last three years our taxes have increased ten 
times more than similar Ulster County towns, such 
as the Town of Saugerties or the Town of Ulster. 

In the village, the mayor is a good fi scal manager 
and has kept the needed infrastructure upgrades 
ongoing, but has totally abandoned his statutory 
responsibility to oversee the building department. 
As a result, with the mayor subscribing to former 
Mayor West’s notion of “urbanizing” the village, 
pro-development personnel are allowing unlaw-
ful construction and development throughout the 
village. The most obvious example is the stalled 
eyesore at 51 Main Street, however, there are oth-
er, egregious but less obvious, violations in other 
neighborhoods, including Huguenot Street, the 
neighborhood with the most expensive homes and 
the most restrictive zoning in the village. 

All of this is overlaid by the generational shift. 
2020 will be the fi rst time that Baby Boomers do 
not make up the majority of voters. I believe that 
the New Paltz Democratic Committee needs new, 
younger members, who are passionate about good 
government and reject the shallow, fatuous distrac-
tions, which are generated by loyalty to personality 
factions.

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

New Paltz Child Care Center

Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul and Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo have been outspoken support-
ers of improving access to higher-quality child care. 

Below is the section on child care from our 2019 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) grant ap-
plication.

New Paltz is poised to become the Mid-Hudson 
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Regional Economic Development Council’s fi rst-ever 
village to receive the $10 million DRI award. We see 
an opportunity to develop a world-class tourism and 
engineering hub to benefi t local residents, visitors 
and the regional economy by expanding 1) the num-
ber of high-paying engineering jobs in New Paltz; 2) 
the New Paltz Child Care center; 3) downtown park-
ing; and 4) green infrastructure features to protect 
the Wallkill River.

Child care: There is a critical lack of child care in 
the town and village of New Paltz. New Paltz is not 
unique. Over 60% of New Yorkers live in “childcare 
deserts.” In a recent survey conducted by the The 
Benjamin Center at SUNY New Paltz, 89% of Mid-
Hudson residents said that safe, reliable and aff ordable 
child care was important for community well-being, 
but a majority (53%) said that their communities were 
doing only fair or poor in providing it. 

Fortunately, for the past 20 years, the New Paltz 
Child Care Center (NPCCC) has provided this essen-
tial service for many of our working families. NPCCC 
is currently located on the Duzine elementary School 
property. The school district leases property to the 
town and the town leases modular buildings to the 
non-profi t NPCCC.

The NPCCC, New Paltz Central School District and 
town government have invested a great deal of time, 
consideration and care working collaboratively per 
the provisions of §95 of General Municipal Law, 
which expressly permits towns to establish programs 
for the purpose of coordinating and supplementing 
the activities of public and private agencies devot-
ed to the welfare of the local government’s youth. 
NPCCC has and continues to be a highly-valuable 
community asset. 

New Paltz’s poverty rate is 16%: about 1,800 house-
holds. The center was created to meet an urgent 
need of the community, serving children as young 
as six weeks old, at a low cost to families, as well as 
accepting Department of Social Security payments. 
The NPCCC works closely with families under fi nan-
cial stress and allows for fl exibility by creating pay-
ment plans when necessary. NPCCC is also able to 

keep caregiver ratios lower than NYS requirements 
which allows enrollment of children with special 
needs.

Currently, the NPCCC provides services for 20 chil-
dren, 14 of whom are infants and toddlers. Since our 
school district does not provide a Universal Pre-K 
program, the NPCCC fi lls the need for a high-quality 
preschool education that is otherwise unavailable, 
and graduates of the program head to kindergar-
ten with a rich educational foundation, prepared to 
make a smooth transition.

The current shortage of day care for children is a 
signifi cant challenge to New Paltz residents and is a 
direct limitation to expanding economic opportu-
nities in the region. The NPCCC currently employs 
six full-time employees. Many staff  members have 
been employed by the center for fi ve or more years 
and are also working parents that rely on the cen-
ter as their main source of income. The NPCCC is a 
learning center, not just for the children, but also for 
those employees who are young adults just entering 
their collegiate journey towards becoming educa-
tors. The NPCCC also provides interactive student 
participation and observation to education students 
from local colleges including SUNY New Paltz.

However, our current leadership in the town has 
been forced to make tough fi nancial decisions and is 
often challenged by detractors arguing that our town 
government should not be in the child care business. 
During the most recent round of budget discussions, 
some suggested the demolition of the center as a 
cost-cutting measure. This option was heartily re-
jected by other members who see the tremendous 
value that the center contributes to our community. 
The school district has directly asserted that it “can-
not enter into a lease with any entity other than the 
owner of the building, the Town of New Paltz,” limit-
ing the center from undertaking major repairs on a 
building they do not own. 

In October of 2018, the Town Board worked with a 
local contractor to provide prevailing wage estimates 
totaling $96,000 to repair the modular structure. 
The costs were as follows: rebuild the entry porch: 

$18,900; replace two north egress doors: $3,700; 
new roof: $58,900; and eliminate a structure that 
physically connects the center to the Duzine School: 
$14,500.

It would be far more economical to move the cen-
ter into our proposed DRI core rather than attempt 
to repair what is generally intended to be an imper-
manent structure. Eliminating the school district 
from this equation would result in a more stream-
lined process for regular maintenance of a new 
facility. In addition, new employees culminating 
from the previously detailed potential job growth at 
SAMsix need additional day care services. We have 
worked diligently to preserve this non-profi t for 
many years and the center will greatly benefi t from a 
new ownership arrangement as well as updated and 
expanded facilities.

Our complete 2019 DRI application for New Paltz 
can be found at: villageofnewpaltz.org under re-
sources and grant applications

Tim Rogers, KT Tobin, Neil Bettez
and Kathy Preston

New Paltz

 It is time for meaningful change

The organizers of “Rise against Hate” want to 
thank our community for responding enthusiastical-
ly and in such impressive numbers to our rally Sat-
urday. The rally had its origins when two concerned 
parents, Lexy Zissu and Olli Chanoff , approached 
New Paltz Women in Black to help them organize an 
event to draw attention to recent incidents of hate 
that have occurred in New Paltz schools and to ask 
the district to proactively react to racial bias and 
swastikas with appropriate in-school educational re-
sponses. 

Women in Black also invited groups which are of-
ten targets of hate, bigotry and intimidation to be a 
part of the day. Unfortunately, hate crimes are in-
creasing in our country. For instance, anti-Semitic 
incidents in New York rose by 55% last year.

We are grateful to the New Paltz Times for mak-

Here’s something that just popped into 
my head: Writers’ techniques for doing a certain 
amount of writing every day. I’m sure there are his-
torical examples, and I’ll look those up shortly. But a 
thought I just had was that one technique would be to 
go off  to a cottage on your property, if you have enough 
money to own a property that includes a cottage you 
don’t actually live in. Otherwise, you could even use 
your garage, though it would be good to get the cars 
out fi rst, so you’re not writing sitting in between them. 

A big advantage of your going off  somewhere, 
even if it’s just a room in your house, is that you are 
getting out of your spouse’s or your whole family’s 
way (depending on who is living with you). Believe 
me, they will be grateful for this. So it really won’t 
matter whether you actually write anything or not.

Now, real writers -- by whom I mean people you’ve 
heard of because of their writing -- always talk about 
how you have to have a regular routine. You have to 
get up at the same time each morning -- preferably 
very early -- sit at your computer keyboard (which 
was, of course, a real problem for Shakespeare, 
though he somehow overcame it), and write for at 
least three hours. And that’s just the beginning. After 
lunch, you go back to your writing. 

So you’re writing for at least fi ve hours a day. I 
don’t know how people do this. I can’t do anything 
for fi ve hours a day, even stuff  that is fun. In fact, as 
I think about this, I can see why kids have so much 
trouble with school. They’re there for more than fi ve 
hours a day, and remember that when you’re a kid, 
time goes much slower. I know I started out writing 
about writing, but this has inspired me to suggest 
that we’re doing it all wrong with school. The typi-

Mark Sherman

How writers keep the writing going

A 
LAUGHING 

MATTER

cal school day should 
last no more than two 
hours. 

Now back to writ-
ers. There are some 
famous ones who de-
veloped somewhat 
strange ways to keep 
at it. Apparently, Mark 
Twain liked to write 
in bed. I don’t know 
what Mrs. Twain 
thought about all this (in fact, I don’t even know if 
there was a Mrs. Twain), but we must all be grate-
ful for his good works. I guess writing in bed solves 
the writer’s problem of being tired in the morning, 
feeling like the writing is not going anywhere, and so 
announcing that he is going back to bed. You can’t go 
back to bed when you’re already in bed!

I read that another writer-in-bed was Maya Ange-
lou, who actually would rent a hotel room for the 
purpose of writing for several months at a time. She 
would never sleep there, just write. 

Mark Twain! Maya Angelou! Maybe I should try the 
bed thing too, though I typically write at my desktop 
computer, and doing that in bed could be a problem. 
First of all, I don’t know how happy my wife would 
be sharing our bed with my desktop. And also, since 
I get up a couple of hours before she does, the key-
board clicking might annoy her. But, hey, what is 
a marriage if not sacrifi ce for and annoyance with 
your spouse?  

And then there is Victor Hugo, the great 19th cen-
tury author, who gave us such classic works as Les 

Miserables. It is said that he had his personal valet 
hide all his clothes, and keep them hidden until Vic-
tor had fi nished a draft of whatever he was writing; 
then and only then could he get dressed. I don’t 
know how this worked out in the winter, when he 
must have been pretty cold, and, in fact, maybe 
that’s why his most famous work is Les Miserables, 
and not Les Joyeux.

And by the way, does it seem fair that neither Hugo 
nor his descendants ever got any money from the 
huge success of the play (often simply referred to as 
“Les Miz”)? Not that Hugo wasn’t famous and well-
paid during his lifetime, but I’m sure it was nothing 
like what he or his family would have gotten for the 
rights to his great novel. In fact, his heirs have no 
rights at all. His great-great-grandson, Pierre Hugo, 
tried to block a sequel novel that was published 
some 15 years ago, but the French courts said, No 
siree bob, or the French equivalent, which is some-
thing like “Non, certainement pas.”

I’ll now share with you a technique I use that has 
enabled me to up my writing output to at least 25 
minutes a day! I wear sound-deadening headphones 
– you know the kind people wear when they’re 
mowing their lawn or using a pneumatic drill. That 
helps me stay in my study and write. I’m not going 
to walk around the house in the headphones, and as 
a behavioral psychologist, I know that when you as-
sociate some stimulus with a particular behavior, it 
makes the behavior easier to do. 

But has this sensible and behaviorally valid tech-
nique enabled me to reach the great heights of 
achievement I once visualized for myself? Non, cer-
tainement pas!
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ing the event front page news and for the excellent 
coverage by Sharyn Flanagan and Lauren Thomas. 
If you would like to see photos and more on our 
eighteen co-sponsors, inspiring speakers and events 
of the day go to http://clearstreammedia.blogspot.
com/. We are also grateful for the uplifting entertain-
ment provided by the Tinhorn Uprising brass band, 
the Red Wing Blackbird Theater and the Resister-
hood Choir.

It takes a community and we are lucky to live in 
one where many are willing to rise up against hate, 
but we also know, one rally is not a solution. We 
hope that everyone who came last Saturday will 
work to compel the New Paltz Central School Dis-
trict to adopt a standard protocol to address these 
incidents in our schools. 

Many people in our school district have worked 
long and hard before this rally to demand this kind 
of action. It is time for meaningful change. 

Lexy Zissu
Moms for a Non-Toxic New York

Olli Chanoff , parent
Barbara Upton, New Paltz Women in Black 

New Paltz

See you on the course

Dear golfers -- young and old, skilled and begin-
ners and especially senior women golfers who have 
put away your clubs. Listen up! The New Paltz Golf 
Course now has senior womens’ tees! You can en-
joy golf again. The senior womens’ tees are placed 
about 50 yards ahead of the senior mens’ tees. You 
still have a challenge and you can make par again, 
or a birdie, if you are lucky. So get out your clubs, 
brush them off  and head for the course on Huguenot 
Street. You’ll have so much fun you’ll want to play 18. 
It’s great exercise and the scenery is beautiful. I am 
so excited about the new tees I want to play every-
day. I hope to see you on the course. 

Alice M. Ellis
New Paltz

Dueling parodies

A friend of mine sent me an e-mail concerning the 
diminishing value of certain Nobel Prizes due to both 
the actions of some of the prize’s recipients and the 
committee’s granting of awards to the undeserving. 
He cited Paul Krugman as the most recent example. 
Krugman was awarded the Nobel Memorial Prize in 
2008 for his work associated with New Trade The-
ory and the New Economic Geography. And while 
he may well have deserved the award at the time 
(he was that year’s only recipient in economics), Mr. 

Krugman’s prediction, after the markets plunged 
upon Trump’s election, “we are very probably look-
ing at a global recession, with no end in sight” sullied 
his reputation and caused some to question (rightly 
or wrongly) his worthiness of his Noble Prize. In 
1994, Yasser Arafat was jointly awarded the Nobel 
Prize with Shimon Peres “for their eff orts to create 
peace in the Middle East.” However, Arafat’s refusal 
of the generous terms of a potential treaty in 2000, 
was the reason cited by Bill Clinton that such peace 
was once again denied. But perhaps the most egre-
gious example of a Nobel Prize undeserved (Al Gore 
receiving honorable mention) was the Peace Prize 
awarded to POTUS Barack Obama in 2009. Obama 
was selected after only eight months in offi  ce and 
no clear achievements except for acknowledging 
America’s historical arrogance and failures during 
what some have called his “apology tour” and pro-
claiming good intentions regarding his hopes for a 
better world. Obama’s award received only a tepid 
response from the White House and caused Lynn 
Sweet, the Washington DC bureau chief for the Chi-
cago Sun Times and a columnist for the Hill, to dryly 
note, “There was no celebration at the White House 
for the Nobel [Prize]” and spurred backlash from the 
right. Rush Limbaugh stated that the Nobel commit-
tee had just “suicide bombed” themselves and re-
duced the prize’s credibility to “whatever prizes they 
are putting in Cracker Jacks these days.” With this in 
view, there was controversy over the 2018 awarding 
of the Nobel Prize for Literature to Bob Dylan. (Some 
lauded the honor as well deserved, while others did 
not.) As a long time admirer of Mr. Dylan’s writings, 
I applauded the award, despite the opinion of many 
that portions of his reception speech were clearly 
plagiarized. As one commentator wrote “The whiff  
of plagiarism is blowin’ in the wind for Bob Dylan.” 
(Hey, isn’t that something Dylan would purposely do 
to send a message to the committee of his opinion of 
the award? At least some of his devoted fans would 
think such a move “so Dylanesque.”) As a member of 
a couple of Dylan fan clubs on Facebook, I thought 
I’d have some fun with the controversy by posting a 
satirical response by Bob to his Nobel Prize critics us-
ing the titles of some of Dylan’s Songs. The following 
is the statement and the “pretend” Dylan response:

Bob Dylan responded (below it) to this statement made 
on social media about the Noble Prize:
Statement: “Bob Dylan – another reason The Nobel 
Prize doesn’t mean much anymore (think Paul Krug-
man, Al Gore, Barack Obama and Yasser Arafat…)”
Bob Dylan’s response: “You got a lotta nerve say’n bad 
things about the Noble Prize...I’m very well read it’s 
well known and I have a Noble Prize to prove it! You’re 
making me feel Like a rolling stone stuck in Memphis 
with the Sad eyed lady of the lowlands and we’re both 
Tangled up in the Memphis blues again on Desolation 
Row...so stop being a Jokerman because my Nobel Prize 
is not Too much of nothing. And If a Hard rain starts 
to fall or the Night comes falling from the sky, I know 
it will aff ect Every grain of sand and even make you 
feel like your lost in the rain in Juarez and it’s Easter-
time too or a Bride still waiting at the alter so I have 
two questions for you: What’s A sweetheart like you 
doing in a dump like this? and When you gonna wake 
up and Make me feel your love about my Nobel Prize 
for Literature? Because if you’re looking for someone to 
agree that receiving the Nobel Prize is not a signifi cant 
achievement, well, It ain’t me babe!” 

Although I got quite a few “likes” for the satire (yay 
me!) I was surprised at the number of comments by 
people who thought my pretend post was actually 
written by Dylan and, because of this, praised it. 
I was also kind of stunned by the number of peo-
ple who knew it was not written by Mr. Dylan and 
thought I was seriously attempting to fool them and 
other Dylan Facebook fans. One person demanded 
that I “fess up” and admit it was a fake post. I write 
all this because it has been brought to my attention 
by Peter Fiorentino that, apparently, my parody 
songs and satires are being taken a little too seriously 
and being misunderstood by some feedback readers 
in Rosendale. (Yay Rosendale!) Although they are 
certainly written with a point of view, my songs, 
parodies and satires poke fun at ideas and political 
fi gures, even those I support. I thought this would 
be clearly understood by those, like Mr. Fiorentino, 
who visit feedback land on a regular basis. (From 
my Facebook experience, as the Beatles might say, 
“I should’ve know better.”) However, after reading 

Mr. Fiorentino’s (Yay Mr. Fiorentino!) criticism in his 
“Dear Abby revisited” letter; I wondered if he even 
read my Dear Abby satire. (Yay Dear Abby and peo-
ple who actually read parodies of her column!) In 
any event, in the spirit of fairness, I thought I would 
give Peter and others an opportunity to respond to 
my writings in a song parody of their very own sung 
by a (pretend) POTUS Trump. I’ve even provided 
the fi rst two stanzas of just such a song (based on 
Sonny and Cher’s “I’ve got you babe”) to help those 
inclined to take advantage of such an opportunity, 
get started:

They say I’m dumb 
there’s not much I know 
they wish I’d never 
left my TV show.” 

Well if that’s true 
it’s still plain to see
I’ve got my base and 
babe my base has me 
...babe 
If the parodies are well done and funny, I prom-

ise to LOL; even if they oppose my point of view. 
And come on Peter; the following, taken from “Dear 
Abby” featuring Desiree’s question and Dlanod J 
Pmurt’s (that’s Donald J Trump spelled backwards) 
response, is at least worth a smile: 

Desiree: “Abby I always felt that Joseph and I were, 
politically and emotionally speaking, like “two peas 
in a pod”...and now one of the peas is missing. What 
should I do? (Signed, Desiree who is feeling like one 
pea in a pod built for two, and fi nally understand-
ing why one is the loneliest number that you’ll ever 
do,)” ...Pmurt: “Desiree, as you well know, we can’t 
always get what we want, but perhaps, in this time of 
turmoil, if you try to do what’s right you just might 
fi nd that you will get what you need and right now it 
appears that what Desiree needs is another pea ( Jo-
seph) in her pod.” (Yay Dlanod J Pmurt-54!)

George Civile
Gardiner

My Ph.D. in Death

My courses started in Vietnam in the summer of 
1969. The essences of my learning came as a com-
batant on the battle fi elds. My unique learning was 
with Death as my instructor, this was like nothing I 
learned anywhere else. I was told my objective was 
to kill the enemy, and the enemy’s objective was to 
kill me. The intensity of Death’s teachings for the 
entirety of my 13-month course changed all the per-
spectives I had previously learned on living my life. 

I was stationed with young men and women who 
also received their degrees at the University of Mor-
tality. Not only was my life changed, but all of those 
back home who cared for me, their lives were also 
altered. My most signifi cant course in Death’s class 
was standing face to face with the moral and immor-
al actions I had made on the battlefi elds. 

When I got home, I felt I’d lived beyond my years. 
I did not know what to do with this primal wisdom 
death hammered into me. I felt no one at home 
wanted to know what I learned or even wanted to 
acknowledge that any education happened in the 
Vietnam war. I’d been given a doctorate degree by 
Death in the Marine Corps and it seemed to mean 
nothing to those who sent me to war. 

As I’ve grown older and look back on those years, 
I feel the same way now that I did when I fi rst got 
home from war. In our society today, elders who 
have accumulated years of life and death experi-
ences are often caged in nursing homes, or cared for 
in the back bedrooms in their homes. Veterans, young 
and old, are, in fact, treated similarly to elders in to-
day’s society. They get shoved into VA hospitals, isolat-
ed in programs that are only for veterans and tattooed 
with diagnoses such as PTSD. I feel as an elder, the 
same disrespect for my painfully earned knowledge I 
learned in war, and for the new wisdom I am gaining as 
I work on my second Ph.D. in the current course I am 
taking with Death called the consequences concluding 
life. Imagine what it is like to be an elder and a veteran 
at the same time in our society today

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Cooperation

Among the plethora of recently published books 
that deal with apocalyptic climate change, a posi-
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It’s the economy

Movin’ on up

tive term in one of those stood out: “cooperation.” 
The author believes that cooperation between na-
tions is an essential component in mitigating climate 
change.

Unfortunately, of the positive things one could 
connect with our president and his administration, 
cooperation would not be on that list. He has dis-
tanced us from our neighbors, Mexico and Canada, 
alienated us from our allies, pulled US out of the 
UN Paris Accord, and generally been uncooperative 
with most nations on the planet. 

His predecessor -- and nemesis -- Barack, was the 

exact opposite. He believed that when other coun-
tries do well, the US also does well. 

So as we enter another complex campaign season, 
let’s put a high value on cooperation when we make 
our choices. 

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Thanks to our local supporters

We are so proud to be bringing year-round, live 
professional theatre to the Hudson Valley in the Vil-

lage of New Paltz at Water Street Market at the Deni-
zen Theatre.

As we enter our third week of our month-long run 
of Companion Piece by Kevin Armento, directed by 
Joe Langworth, a talented local director, we wish to 
thank all our local supporters who have attended 
Companion Piece for our fi rst ever summer season at 
the Denizen Theatre with a strong thought-provoking 
play challenging our thoughts , biases and concepts 
as we take a closer look at the human condition.

Our summer/fall at the Denizen Theatre is full of 
surprises and thought-provoking work.

Two Kingston projects years in the making 
marked signifi cant milestones this week, taking im-
portant steps toward their larger ambitions. In doing 
so, they provided clues about the new directions to-
ward which the Ulster County economy is evolving. 
They are harbingers of change.

On Monday, architect Scott Dutton’s 68,944-square-
foot Fuller building at 45 Pine Grove Avenue hosted 
mayor Steve Noble’s announcement of the expan-
sion of software analytics and search engine opti-
mizer Exago. A longtime occupant of offi  ce space 
on the corner of Wall and John streets, Connecticut-
headquartered Exago is moving its Kingston jobs to 
the Fuller building. It will occupy 8800 square feet 
on the third fl oor of the totally renovated former his-
toric needle-trades and hat-making plant, formerly 
one of Kingston’s largest factories employing hun-
dreds of people. Exago, which currently employs 63 
people between its two locations, said it will employ 
40 people in its new Kingston space and expects to 
add 25 more in the next two years.  

On Tuesday, developer Charles Blaichman for-
mally opened the Hotel Kinsley, Kingston’s fi rst bou-
tique hotel, at the former bank building at 301 Wall 
Street in the Stockade — directly across John Street 
from the space Exago will now be vacating. The hotel 
portion of the Kinsley will be opening in the coming 
weeks and is now accepting reservations. The vision 
behind the place is in diametric contrast to the now-
numerous standard cookie-cutter chain hotels in the 
Kingston-Saugerties corridor, where all the guest 
rooms are almost identical. Blaichman said that the 
Kinsley room rates start at $250 per night. Later in 
the summer Fare & Main, a take-out and provisions 
market, and a wood-fi red pizza restaurant called Lo-
la’s, is expected to open opposite the county offi  ce 
building on Fair and Main streets.

While patiently fi xing the distressed, cavernous, 
more-than-century-old Fuller building for the past 
two years, Dutton and his staff  have been seeking 
tenants, mostly using word of mouth. Working with-
out real-estate professional help, they have succeed-
ed in signing up a mix of Kingston businesses, indi-
vidual entrepreneurs, and people relocating from 
other places around the country. 

All the space is now spoken for. Dutton estimates 
that it’ll take another half-year for the fi rst- and third-
fl oor spaces to be fi tted out and all the tenant opera-
tions to be in place. At the Monday press conference, 
he said the increase in the number of creative people 
in midtown Kingston in the past three years “has just 
astounded me.” 

The 49-seat restaurant on the ground fl oor of the 
Hotel Kinsley was very busy last Saturday night, 
though the place wasn’t formally open yet. Newly 
hired waitstaff  hurried around the informal-looking 
but carefully designed space. 

The restaurant entrance is on Wall Street, while 
the hotel guests can enter through a door around the 
corner on John Street. There are four guest rooms on 
the second fl oor, including a luxurious multi-room 
suite, and six on the third fl oor. The rooms have 
been appointed with the help of an interior designer, 
and each is quite distinctively appointed. Blaichman 
said that several Ulster County people had recently 
expressed interest to him in renting rooms for stay-

cations. 

For both Dutton and Blaichman, what has been 
accomplished to date is part of a broader scheme. 
Nearly a quarter of the Fuller building is common 
space. The renters will get to know each other. Dut-
ton’s ambition was as much to create a work commu-
nity as to rent space. As New York City-born colossus 
WeWork expresses it, co-working businesses are en-
ticed “to join our brilliant community of creators.” 
Some co-working spaces have thrived, while others 
seem never to have gotten off  the ground. Dutton’s 
feeling seems to be that his well-designed space and 
supportive landlord services can make a big diff er-
ence at the Fuller building.

Exago executive vice-president Stew Meyers said 
working with Dutton had been “more a coming to-
gether than a negotiation.” Touching an optimistic 
note, he said he “looked forward to running out of 
space and having Scott provide us another building.”  

Blaichman and his longtime real-estate partners 
have substantial operations in New York City. For 
the most part, they’ve been successful in anticipat-
ing market trends, and have accumulated a substan-
tial portfolio. Blaichman, who has owned a house in 
Woodstock for close to 45 years,  bought the Forst 
meat-packing plant on Abeel Street about 20 years 
ago. He tried to build the Noah Hotel on it, but the 
fi nancing dried up. But he never lost sight of Kings-
ton’s potential. 

In the past few years Blaichman has spent about 
$10 million buying and fi xing nine Stockade prop-
erties, some for rent as offi  ce space and others for 
conversion into a decentralized boutique hotel with 
about 40 units of accommodations in all. The Kinsley 
is the fi rst completed part his plan. What percentage 
occupancy did he anticipate from the boutique ho-
tel? “As much as we can get,” he responded quickly. 
He added that he expected at least 65 or 70 percent.

 
Dutton and Blaichman both have considerable 

experience in the management of development. 
Dutton’s is more local. He came to Kingston about 
20 years ago. He knows who’s reliable in the Hud-
son Valley construction industry and who isn’t. He’s 
worked with the same crew of people on diff erent 
projects. 

Blaichman is more familiar with the complex and 
highly specialized agglomerations of New York City. 
Many of the ex-Manhattanites in the food, design 
and building worlds he now works with were burnt 
out with city life. They wanted out. It’s one of the 
charms of the Hudson Valley to be the place to which 
many of them look to move. Some of them are Dut-
ton’s tenants and will be guests at Blaichman’s hotel.

Taavo Somer, a partner in the restaurant at the 
Hotel Kinsley and a well-known restaurant designer 
in New York City, was one of those who found the 
constant driving back and forth from Ulster Coun-
ty and New York City grueling. In partnership with 
Blaichman and his colleagues, he’s now developing 
an upscale resort at the site of the former Rondout 
Country Club and golf course in Accord. 

Last Wednesday the Ulster County IDA restruc-
tured its tax-exempt bonding for Inness NY, LLC by 
$2.9 million because the Somer team had been work-

ing on the golf course prior to receiving fi nal IDA ap-
proval. Somer, who owns and lives in a stone house 
in Marbletown, accepted the need for an amended 
application with relatively good grace.

Zak Pelaccio, who several years ago decamped 
from New York City to Hudson, had similar experi-
ences. Pelaccio, a well-known chef who’s a consul-
tant on the menu at the Kinsley restaurant, told a 
Vice food reporter a year ago that he needed a 
change of pace from a city life where he had found 
himself “stuck in that hamster wheel of working, 
staying out late, having to get up early, working.” His 
family started weekending in the Hudson Valley in 
2005, and kept extending his weekends. “And then 
when we came up here, everything just clicked,” he 
told the reporter. The region, the Old Chatham resi-
dent continued, was “full of people who left the city 
for a more rural life, to take the pay cut and want to 
slow down.”

Taavo Somer and his wife Courtney have two chil-
dren whose middle names are Lake and Skye. 

A design and aromatherapy business called Lake & 
Skye has signed up for 900 square feet in the Fuller 
building. Courtney Somer’s a designer, an entrepre-
neur, a student of alternative healing and wellness, a 
writer, and a seller of aromatherapy products.

The search for greener pastures has been a part 
of New York City life for at least two centuries. It has 
taken on diff erent forms depending on social, eco-
nomic and technological linkages. In the 1960s and 
1970s, many of these refugees were willing to be lo-
cal shopkeepers or long-distance commuters. Their 
contemporary counterparts see their knowledge 
and contacts providing them the hope of a more 
moneyed future. They’re more likely to expect to 
make a living through the Internet or to retain con-
sulting gigs in the Big Apple.

Some of them will succeed. Others won’t.
-- Geddy Sveikauskas

Who's there? 
Almost a quarter of the 68,944 square feet of total 

space in the Fuller building at 45 Pine Grove Avenue 
in Midtown Kingston is devoted to common areas.  
Here’s a list of the tenants and the amount of space 
they occupy. 

FIRST FLOOR:
River Radiology, 25,327 square feet
Bethany Obrecht, I Found My Animal, 3585 square 

feet
Rebecca Miller Ffrench, Upstate Table, 1531 square 

feet
Andrew Moore, photographer, 2500 square feet
Eleven Six Storage (studio space), 900 square feet.

SECOND FLOOR:
Francis P. Flynn, CPA, 2631 square feet
Eleven Six Storage (storage space), 700 square feet
Courtney Somer, Lake & Sky, 900 square feet
Kat Hammill, River Mint Finery, 521 square feet
Nora Machione-Weiss, Pilates of Kingston, 933 

square feet
William van Roden, 726 square feet
Jason O’Malley of The Rural Modernist shares 

space with van Roden but has a separate entrance
Sari Botton, Kingston Writers’ Workshop, 269 

square feet.
THIRD FLOOR:

Exago, software analytics and development, 8801 
sqare feet

Sean Dimin, Sea to Table, 690 square feet
Amara Projansky, Luminary Publishing, 1942 

square feet.    
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LegalsOur mayor, Tim Rogers, has been a loyal patron 
and stated after he saw the show Companion Piece, 
“It was one of his favorites” and he will be making a 
special eff ort to keep spreading the word on how for-
tunate we are as a community to have this cultural 
asset in our village .

 Thank you Tim Rogers and all our local support-
ers.

We could not exist without you !
Harry Lipstein 

Founder and Producing Artistic Director
DENIZEN Theatre 

New Paltz

Facts vs opinion # 18

Fact: I received a communiqué from the National 
Committee for the Preservation of Medicare and 
Medicaid (NCPSSM), June 3, 2019, which reads: 
“while we fully expected the President’s budget to 
be unfair to millions of workers, retirees and our na-
tion’s most vulnerable citizens, we never imagined 
he would propose a staggering $2.292 trillion in cuts 
to our nation’s safety net programs,” end of quote.

Opinion: This does not mean that that this is a 
foregone conclusion, signed, sealed and delivered as 
law; it has to be cleared by both Houses of Congress 
and with the House as Democrat, there is a road 
block, a huge one for that matter. And in addition, 
the Republicans in Congress also have parents who 
are elderly and rely on the safety net program; an-
other obstacle. Needless to say, there will be much 
confl ict and shoving to prevent this from happening 
by the Democrats with the Republicans retaliating 
by pushing for the elimination and or radicalization 
of the existing programs. But giving Trump’s past 
history with the Aff ordable Health Care Act, ‘Obama 
Care,’ he will continually chip away at the fringes 
of this act to ‘butcher’ it; this has been the history 
of this man not only with ‘Obama care’ but other 
programs all stemming back to his initial statement 
of 2016, ‘the deconstruction of the administrative 
state.’ In his zeal to achieve his goal of this decon-
struction, I am fearful he is going to ‘throw the baby 
out with the bath water.’ And nowhere is this as ap-
parent as his attack on Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid.

The Republicans fought tooth and nail against 
Roosevelt’s 74th Congress’s passing of the Social Se-
curity Bill and Lyndon Johnson’s the 89th Congress 
with the Medicare and Medicaid Bill. And if the Re-
publicans win back one of the Houses of Congress, 
they will go all out to radicalize those programs to 
their liking, namely by using money from curtail-
ing these programs in fi nancing their wars with the 
all-volunteer army and putting money back into the 
coff ers of the wealthy and the corporations. This 
is absolutely shameless and cruel. For the richest 
country in the world to take such action and attack 
the elderly, old and infi rmed American citizens is 
barbaric and sends a message that is right out of the 
jungle: only the strongest survive and the weak go 
to the wall.

There are three programs fi ghting for the elderly 
and the aged citizens and they are the National Com-
mittee for the Preservation of Medicare and Medic-
aid (NCPSSM), the AARP (American Association of 
Retired Persons) and the Democratic Party. I strong-
ly urge those of you reading this to join these organi-
zations for the preservation of these vital rights that 
we have been paying into for years, yours truly since 
1960. And it infuriates me that the Republican Party 
under his Lordship is hell bent on attacking them.

“Who is this man?” “Why did the population of 
electoral voters place him into offi  ce to allow him 
to attack the very programs they themselves have?” 
Talk about shooting yourself in the foot! This is mind 
boggling to yours truly. I know men who are my age 
who think Trump is the ‘Second Coming,’ not fully 
realizing what they are going to lose if he maintains 
control of Congress; even a four-legged animal knows 
enough to avoid situations that threaten them.

The addresses for the three above mentioned or-
ganizations are: (1) NCPSSM is 10 G Street NE, Suite 
600, Washington, DC 20002; (2) The AARP Member-
ship Remittance Processing Center is 3200E, Carson 
City, Lakewood, CA 90712-4028; (3) Democratic Na-
tional Party is 430 South Capital Street, SE Washing-
ton DC, 2003.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

LEGAL NOTICE
BEST EASTERN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
04/30/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: De 
Ying Chen, 186 N 
Putt Corners Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Tower Hill Farm, LLC 
Art. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on April 
29, 2019. Offi  ce: Ul-
ster. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy to the LLC, 
(261 Swartekill Rd, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Eva Astor LLC No-
tice of Formation of 
Route Eva Astor LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/14/2019. Offi  ce 
Location 5  Liberty 
Street, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 5 Liberty Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Little Bird Landcraft-
ing, LLC
1:The name of the 
Limited Liabil-
ity Company is Little 
Bird Landcrafting, 
LLC
2:The Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
on 5/1/19 with the 
Secretary of  
State.
3:The Offi  ce of the 
LLC is in Ulster Coun-
ty.
4.The Secretary of 
State has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the Company 
is to be served.  The 
address to which the 
Secretary of State 
shall mail process is:  
169 Main Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561
5:The purpose of the 
business of the LLC is 
to engage in any law-
ful act or activity for 

which the LLC may 
be organized under 
the Limited Liability 
Law for the State of 
New York.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Highland Parcel 4 
LLC, Art. of Org.  fi led 
w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 01/10/19.  Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
Co., NY.; SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 
47 Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC): 35 BVD LLC. 
Art. of Org. were fi led 
with SSNY on May 13, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: 40 Sunset Ridge, 
Suite 120 New Paltz 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC)
NAME: MIND THE 
FOREST LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/10/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc.,1967 
Wehrle Drive, Suite 
1 #086, Buff alo, NY 
14221. Legalinc Cor-
porate Services Inc., 
1967 Wehrle Drive, 
Suite 1 #086, Buff alo, 
NY 14221 has been 
designated as the reg-
istered agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or ac-
tivities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of BROOKBEAM OR-
THODONTICS AND 
DENTISTRY, PLLC
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/17/19. 

Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County.  Princ. offi  ce 
of PLLC: 3 Plattekill 
Ave., New Paltz, NY 
12561. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 1153 Flatbush 
Rd., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Or-
thodontics and den-
tistry.

LEGAL NOTICE
Belluck Law, PLLC 
fi led Arts. of Org. with 
the Dept of State of 
NY on
5/17/19. Offi  ce: Ulster 
County. The Sec'y of 
State of NY has been 
designated
as agent of the PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served and shall
mail a copy of any 
such process to: Jo-
seph Belluck, 52 Lau-
ra Ln, Woodstock,
NY 12498. Purpose: 
Law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Law Offi  ces of Joseph 
Belluck, PLLC fi led 
Arts. of Org. with the 
Dept of
State of NY on 
5/20/19. Offi  ce: Ulster 
County. The Sec'y of 
State of NY has
been designated as 
agent of the PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be
served and shall mail 
a copy of any such 
process to: Joseph 
Belluck, 52
Laura Ln, Wood-
stock, NY 12498. Pur-
pose: Law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of MFH DEVELOP-
MENT LLC (LLC). 
Art. Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 5/21/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
served to: 40 Canaan 
Road, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Any legal pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Doc’s Winery, LLC.  
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
5/28/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of the process to the 
LLC, 5 Tina Drive, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 

Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGA NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: subPixel Me-
dia LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 2/26/2019. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: subPixel Me-
dia LLC, 10 Longyear 
Ave, Tillson NY 12486. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of SELBY LEGAL, 
PLLC. Art/Org. fi led 
w/SSNY on
1/25/17. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster Cty. SSNY 
designated for svc/
proc &
shall mail to 243 Main 
St. #250, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of Saddle Ridge 
Farm LLC Articles 
of Organization fi led 
with the Secretary 
of the State of New 
York on 05/30/2019. 
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County. Heather 
Erichsen has been 
designated as Agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be ser-
vice. the address to 
which SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process 
again the LLC ser-
viced upon his is the 
LLC, 3432 Route 9W 
Highland NY 12528. 
Purpose to Corpora-
tion: To engage in any 
lawful act of activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of MDM Acres 
LLC Articles of or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of the 
State of New York on 
05/30/2019. Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
Christian Erichsen 
has been designated 
as Agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. The ad-
dress to which SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the LLC served upon 
him is the LLC, 34322 
Route 9W Highland 
NY 12528. Purpose to 
Corporation: to En-
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gage in any lawful act 
or activity

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qual. of 
CAMP MOLJO LLC, 
fi led with the SSNY on 
12/15/17. Offi  ce
loc: Ulster County. 
LLC formed in NJ on 
10/24/17. SSNY is desig-
nated as
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served 
and shall mail process
to: The LLC, 415 New-
ark St, Apt 9E, Hobo-
ken, NJ 07030. Ad-
dress required to
be maintained in NJ: 
415 Newark St, Apt 9E, 
Hoboken, NJ 07030. 
Cert of
Formation fi led with 
NJ Sec. of State, 33 
West State St., Tren-
ton, NJ 08608.
Purpose: any lawful 
act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company: Sweet 
Tooth Studios LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
02/28/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Sweet Tooth Stu-
dios LLC, 10A Colonial 
Drive New Paltz, NY 
12561
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
WYTHE & ROEDLING, 

LLC, Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
06/14/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent upon whom pro-
cess against the LLC 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, PO Box 900, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
New Paltz Storage will 
sell at public auction 
the content of storage 
units #15 Roy Lopez 
on 7/5/19 at 2PM at 111 
Henry W Dubois Dr, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
845-255-7867 Any unit 
contents not sold will 
be disposed of.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 
York, on the applica-
tion of Pleasant View 
Subdivision, LLC- for 
property at Station 
Road. (SBL: 86.4-3-9), 
Highland NY, 12528, 
proposing a lot consol-
idation to reduce the 
number of individual 
lots from 10 to 4. The  
proposal is to combine 
several lots and un-
built roads as follows: 
Lots (SBL"s)  86.4-3-3 
and 86.4-3-5 with road 
"A"; Lots 86.4-3-6, 
86.4-3-7, 86.4-3-8, and 
86.4-3-9 with a portion 
of road "C"; Lots 86.4-
3-11 and 86.4-3-12; and 
lots 86-4-3-28 and 86-4-
3-29 with a portion of 
road "C".

The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, June 
27, 2019 at 7:00PM, or 
as soon thereafter as 
may be heard.
Date: June 6, 2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 117, 
Monday through Fri-
day, 8:30am – 4:30pm, 
or email us at loddo-
kelly@townoflloyd.
com LEGAL NOTICE

Project or Contract 
Title: Henry W. Du-
bois Drive (HWD) 
Bike and Pedestrian 
Lanes
in the Town of New 
Paltz, Ulster County 
NY.
Notice is hereby given 
that the Town of New 
Paltz is seeking to re-
tain transportation 
planning/engineer-
ing fi rm(s) to provide 
preliminary and fi nal 
design services, right-

Vincent Mario Formisano (Aug. 28, 1978 - June 7, 2019)
The family of Vincent M. Formisano share their great sorrow at the loss of our valiant Vinnie who 
died after a long and painful battle with cancer. He is survived by his parents Sharon Roth of New 
Paltz and Michael Formisano Sr. (Nancy) of Summerfield, FL; grandfather Dominick Formisano 
(Cele) of Summerfield, FL; aunt Cathy Roth (Vicki) of Middlefield, MA; brothers Michael of Con-
cord, CA, Joseph of Bristol, CT, Kenneth of New Paltz; and his devoted partner who was with him 
every step of the way, Karen Blase, of Kingston. Dearest to his heart he leaves, but will always live 
in the hearts of, his daughters Nadia and Maya Formisano. 

Vinnie worked for nearly 15 years at Iron Mountain in Kingston. He was an avid gamer and Rang-
ers fan, and played a mean bass guitar. He was a life-long admirer of superheroes who we are cer-
tain take a knee for him in recognition of his saving his brother’s life by donating life-saving mar-
row cells and for his undying love and dedication as a magical Dad and beloved family member. 

As Vinnie was a shy guy, he asked for no viewing hours. Funeral arrangements are being handled by Leahy Funeral Parlor of 
Kingston. Condolences may be sent to info@jvleahyfh.com. A private family service will be held in the near future. 

We thank our family, friends, Vinnie’s nurses, Dr. Robert Smith and Dr. Alfonso Cutugno for their love, care, support, and 
unfailing encouragement. 

Est. 1928
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Legals

of-way acquisition 
services, and con-
struction support and 
inspection services 
for Henry W. Dubois 
Drive (HWD) Bike and 
Pedestrian Lanes, 
a Federally Funded 
project located in the 
Town of New Paltz, 
Ulster County. PIN 
8762.48that involves 
creating buff ered 
bike lanes (one-direc-
tional, on the north 
and south side) and 
sidewalk (on one side 
only of Henry W Du-
bois Drive (HWD). 
All work will be de-
signed to AASHTO 
specifi cations and the 
NYSDOT Standard 
Specifi cations (Con-
struction and Materi-
als).

Preliminary Design 
will include but not 
be limited to: prepa-
ration of the Design 
Approval Document 
(identifying, assess-
ing, and selecting a 
feasible design al-
ternative and its as-
sociated impacts), 
topographic and 
right-of-way survey 
and mapping, prop-
erty deed research, 
and preparation for 
attendance and par-
ticipation at public in-
formational meetings 
and/or hearings.
Final Design will 
include but not be 
limited to: develop-
ment of bicycle lane, 
and sidewalk, high-
way design, prepara-

tion of right-of-way 
plans and acquisition 
maps, development 
and design for public 
utilities, maintenance 
and protection of traf-
fi c during construc-
tion, and preparation 
and submission of 
fi nal Plans, Specifi ca-
tions, and Estimate 
(PS&E) for the proj-
ect.
Construction Support 
will include but not 
be limited to: provid-
ing technical support 
during construction 
on questions relating 
to the design, and 
providing assistance 
in construction bid 
proceedings, analysis 
of bids, and review of 
shop drawings, if nec-
essary.

Construction Inspec-
tion will include but 
not be limited to: 
providing on-site 
construction inspec-
tion and oversight to 
ensure the quality of 
construction and con-
formity with the fi nal 
plans and specifi ca-
tions, and prepara-
tion of as-built plans.

The anticipated start 
date of preliminary 
design is October 1, 
2019 with the letting 
expected to be held 
in December 2021and 
construction com-
pleted by December 
2022. The antici-
pated construction 
cost is approximately 
$2,700,000.00.

The Town of New 
Paltzwill select the 

most highly quali-
fi ed fi rm according 
to the following cri-
teria, listed in order 
of decreasing impor-
tance: 
Experience with 
analyzing alterna-
tive designs for com-
plete- streets projects 
in built out locations     
20%
Experience with simi-
lar kinds of projects 
and/or work     
20%
Logistics and famil-
iarity with the project 
area     20%
Understanding of 
work to be done     
10%
Quality of staff  for 
work to be done     
10%
Familiarity with Fed-
eral and State re-
quirements     
10%
Financial responsibil-
ity 10%

Expression of Interest 
(EOI):
Interested fi rms 
should submit three 
(3) copies of their Ex-
pression-of-Interest 
(EOI) to the address 
below no later than 
1 pm on July 26th, 
2019. An EOI consists 
of the federal General 
Services Administra-
tion (GSA) standard 
form SF-330or a simi-
lar format providing 
the kinds of infor-
mation as requested 
on the SF-330. (The 
SF-330 has replaced 
now-obsolete GSAs-
tandard forms 254 
and 255.) SF-330 can 
be used both for the 
prime Consultant and 
all proposed subcon-
sultants.

Form SF-330 special 
notes
The instructions for 
completing the SF-
330 are provided on 
pages 1-6 of the form. 
The SF-330 should in-
clude recent informa-
tion dated no more 

than one year before 
the submission date. 
Additional pages may 
be used to provide in-
formation requested 
in the various sec-
tions of the Form. 
In no case, must the 
number of addition-
al pages exceed 10. 
Each side of a two-
sided page will count 
as a separate page. If 
more than 10 pages 
are included, those 
beyond the 10th will 
be removed.

Additions and Modi-
fi cations to Form SF-
330

Section E, Resumes 
of Key Personnel Pro-
posed For This Con-
tract

The proposed Project 
Team should include 
only those full time 
employees currently 
employed as of the 
date the EOI. Part-
time personnel, per-
sonnel not employed 
as of the date of the 
EOI or personnel 
used on an as-needed 
basis should not be 
counted here but may 
be included in subse-
quentpresentations.

Specifi c project expe-
rience must also in-
clude the date when 
the experience oc-
curred. Individuals 
listed who are not 
currently employed 
by the responding 
fi rm must be iden-
tifi ed as such. The 
starting date of em-
ployment must be 
given for individuals 
employed less than 
one year with the 
fi rm. Resumes of key 
individuals should 
be limited to a single 
(one-sided)page.

For Construction In-
spection Services, the 
resumes of key per-
sonnel must include:

Current assign-
ments (project, 
locations,duties)
Estimated comple-
tion date of curren-
tassignments
Client, client contact 
person and telepho-
nenumber
Professional/Tech-
nical Certifi cations, 
e.g., NICET certifi ca-
tionlevels.

Section F, Example 
Projects Which Best 
Illustrate Proposed 
Team’s Qualifi cations 
for This Contract
This section of the 
EOI may include 
pictures or graphics 
relative to the text. 
The use of non-glossy 
color graphics is 
permitted. Graphics 
or photos must be 
printed on the page 
and may not be oth-
erwise attached. Pag-
es with text, pictures 
or graphics, etc. on 
both sides of the page 
count as twopages.
Section H, Additional 
Information
The Town of New 
Paltz is seeking an 
engineering fi rm/
fi rms and encourages 
the use of subconsul-
tants with particular 
expertise in conduct-
ing public outreach/
education and assist-
ing with alternatives 
analysis for complete 
streets projects in 
built out locations.

Special Project Re-
quirements:
The selection and 
retention of a con-
sultant will be con-
tingent upon the 
availability of the 
proposed key staff , 
unless substitutes 
are approved by the 
Town of New Paltz 
during negotiations. 
The top-ranked fi rms 
may be requested to 
prepare and give oral 
presentations before 
the Town of New 
Paltz selection com-
mittee.
Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprises 
(DBEs):
DBEs are encouraged 
to submit proposals 
in response to this 
solicitation. Other 
proposers are en-
couraged to submit 
DBE subconsultants 
where appropriate.
Designated fi rms 
must submit proof 
of authority to prac-
tice engineering/land 
surveying in NYS (as 
appropriate) immedi-
ately upon designa-
tion.
Subconsultants, Sub-
contracting, and/
or joint ventures are 
permitted. DBE UTI-
LIZATION LEVEL 

GOAL {20%}
Title VI Compliance
In accordance with 
Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, 
78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C 
2000d to 2000d-4 
and Title 49, Code of 
Federal Regulations, 
U.S. Department 
of Transportation, 
Subtitle A, Offi  ce the 
Secretary, Part 21, 
Nondiscrimination 
in federally-assist-
ed programs of the 
U.S. Department of 
Transportation and 
Title 23 Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, Part 
200, Title VI Program 
and Related Statutes, 
as amended, issued 
pursuant to such Act, 
the [insert name of 
Sponsor], hereby no-
tifi es all who respond 
to this solicitation, 
invitation,  request  
for qualifi cations or 
proposal that it will 
affi  rmatively ensure 
that in any contract 
entered into pursu-
ant  to  this  advertise-
ment,  disadvantaged   
business   enterprises   
will   be   aff orded  
full opportunity to 
submit bids in re-
sponse to this invita-
tion and will not be 
discriminated against 
on the grounds of 
race, color, nation-
al  origin,  sex,  age,  
disability/handicap  
and  income  status 
in consideration for 
anaward.

ProposalDue: July 26, 
2019 C o n t r a c t 
Term: October 2019 
through December 
2022

Location where ser-
vices are to be per-
formed: Ulster County
For more information 
contact:
Agency:  Town of 
New Paltz
Offi  ce: TownSupervi-
sor
Contact:  Neil Bettez, 
52 Clearwater Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561
Phone: (845)255-
0604 x126
Email: Supervisor@
townofnewpaltz.org
Contract: Henry W. 
Dubois Drive (HWD) 
Bike and Pedestrian 
Lanes
PIN: NYSDOT Project 
Identifi cation Num-
ber(8762.48)

Submit Proposals to:
Rosanna Mazzaccari 
Rosenkranse Town 
Clerk-Town of New 
Paltz
P.O. Box 550/ 52 
Clearwater Road New 
Paltz, NY 12561
(845) 255-0100, #1; 
Fax: 256-0537

Hudson Valley now.

Light Refreshments will be served

For more information: 845-859-9099
hudsonvalleycommunitypower.com  

info@hudsonvalleycommunitypower.com 

Events to be hosted by 
program partners:

June 24th at 10 am    
New Paltz Village Hall
25 Plattekill Avenue 

June 27th at 7 pm
New Paltz Community Center

3 Veterans Drive

Hudson Valley now.

June 24th at 10 am    
New Paltz Village Hall
25 Plattekill Avenue 

June 27th at 7 pm
New Paltz Community Center

3 Veterans Drive

Hudson Valley now.

June 24th at 10 am    
New Paltz Village Hall
25 Plattekill Avenue 

Come to a public Q&A Open House to 
learn how this Community Choice 

Aggregation (CCA) and Community Solar 
program is becoming a reality in the 

Hudson Valley now.

hudsonvalleyone.com

Everything 
Ulster Publishing 

 in one place.


