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Fair 
weather
Saugerties library boasts a 
good crowd for annual 
event

The Saugerties Public Li-
brary had perfect weather and 
a good crowd for the annual 
library fair this past weekend, 
held on the grassy hillside beside 

the library building.
There were the usual children’s games 

– tossing baseballs to break plates, using a 
balanced strip of wood to try to propel plastic 
and rubber frogs into a small pool. Prizes were 
awarded to those who were able to perform 
the feats. Winners got to choose their prizes.

Though there were food trucks and vendors 
selling food, the emphasis was more on crafts 
and social organizations such as The Humane 
Society, Hope Rocks, the Esopus Creek Con-
servancy and the Catskill Animal Sanctuary. 

More exotic animals – ferrets, goslings – 
as well as small animals suitable for petting 
such as rabbits and ducklings were visiting 
from Michael’s Farm on Kate Yaeger Road in 
Saugerties.

There were books under a tent at the top of 
a hill, and some people did buy the used library 
books on display.

Saugerties police chief Joseph Sinagra 
staffed a booth offering free bicycle helmets 
to keep young riders safe.

 – David  Gordon

THE 
RACE 
IS ON
Independence Party 
primary pits Costello against 
Andreassen for supervisor 
nomination

I t is undeniable that both Fred Costel-
lo Jr., the sitting town supervisor of 
Saugerties, and Paul Andreassen, a town 
councilman elected in the same cycle, who 
has now challenged Costello for the top 

position, have a deep roots in Saugerties. Both 
come from long-entrenched Saugerties families. 
Both have ample prior experience, Andreassen as 
a longtime building inspector/code enforcement 
officer in Saugerties as well as in three other towns 
including Woodstock and New Paltz, and Costello 
as a town councilman under previous supervisor 
Greg Helsmoortel for 14 years before ascending to 
his current position. 

On June 25, the pair will face off in a primary 
for the Independence party line on the November 
5 generally election ballot; currently, Costello has 
secured endorsements with the Democratic and 
Working Families parties, while Andreassen will 
hold Republican and Conservative party lines. 
Regardless of the outcome of this first skirmish, the 
two will again square off in the November general 
election. 

Over their past year and a half, the Saugerties 
town board has apparently experienced a gradual 
rift, openly acknowledged by both candidates now 
that they are political opponents. After months 
of across-the-board “yes” votes on virtually every 
motion that the board considered, the two began to 
disagree publicly — first regarding the replacement 
of a police dog and then regarding the manner in 
which the deteriorating Kiwanis Ice Arena should 
be handled. 

As the rift got bigger, so apparently did Andre-
assen’s will to run, culminating in a press release 
announcing his candidacy in spring. Since, the pair 
have remained stiffly amicable at board meetings. 

Saugerties Times asked both candidates a series 
of questions concerning their aims, should they 
attain the Supervisor position, and their aspirations 
for Saugerties at large.

ST:  What  achievements  are  you most 
proud of in your career as a public servant?

COSTELLO: We had Glasco Mini Park, [which] 
I’m extraordinarily proud of. The police merger 
[which took place while I held a position on the 
town board] I’m extraordinarily proud of. The con-

D O U G  F R E E S E

D A V I D  G O R D O N

Lucas Balsand, 6, tries his luck at hitting a board to send a 
rubber frog fl ying into a portable wading pool.
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POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

Charges after mastiff  incident
Lyn Marie Reed of Stamford, 57, was arrested 

last week and charged with having a dangerous 
dog. According to police, her unrestrained mastiff 
grabbed a 10-week-old French bulldog and also 
caused injury to the smaller dog’s owner while 
the two were attending a HITS show on May 24. 
Reed was arrested on June 14 and released on an 
appearance ticket returnable to town court.

- Christina Coulter 

Unwelcome guest
Jonathan J. Wilson of Saugerties, 25, was ar-

rested June 14 by town police and charged with 
the misdemeanor of second-degree harassment 
and the violation of trespass. According to police, 
a complainant reported that Wilson was entering 
their property against their wishes and harassing 
them. He was released on his own recognizance and 
appeared in Village Court on June 17.

- Christina Coulter 

CHRIS ALLEN
On Tuesday June 25th noon-9 PM

Ulster County Legislature – District 2 – The Village, Barclay Heights and Malden 
Vote Chris Allen in the Democratic Primary and write-in 

Chris Allen in the Independence and Working Families Party Primaries. 

“My mission will be to fight for jobs, economic development, lower property taxes, education, health care and government 
efficiency by using non-partisan ideas to address Saugerties’ concerns. I am the only candidate with county government 
experience (4 years, 2 terms) with strong attendance for committee meetings as an elected official.” 

“It is an honor to serve the residents of District 2  
and thank you for your continued support!”

  CHRIS ALLEN FOR ULSTER COUNTY
— Paid for by friends of Chris Allen —

Since 2014, Legislator Chris Allen has:
• Reduced County Property Taxes by voting on four budgets that reduced property assessments
• Assisted Saugerties residents in all three legislative districts, not just his
• A 98% attendance record for monthly meetings and 97% for committees
• Written the Lyme Disease Awareness Policy for Ulster County Government
• Facilitated for the removal of seven dangerous trees from three residencies
• Made CS X Railroad clean up dangerous stone at the Doyle’s Lane crossing
• Voted on the expansion of the County Government Solar Panel Farm
• Voted on the expansion of electric hybrid vehicles in the County fleet and County Buses that 

run on recycled Soybean Oil
• Voted to move the Family Court to Ulster which saved the taxpayers $11 Million Dollars

A Vote for Chris Allen is a vote for: 
• The only candidate with a college degree - (Associate’s, Bachelor’s, Master’s Degrees)
• The only candidate presenting accurate, legal and feasible ideas
• The only candidate with four years experience in County Government
• The only candidate with experience voting on County Budgets which are over  

$325 Million Dollars
• The only candidate with an accurate understanding of how County Government operates and 

what legal authorities and powers the County Legislature has to pass Laws, sets policies and 
interface with the County IDA Board

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S

Mystery in patricide-suicide
It’s been a little over two weeks since a Saugerties 

man killed his father in the parking lot of a New Paltz 
diner and shot himself following a police pursuit. 
Investigators are still trying to piece together why 
it happened.

According to New Paltz Police lieutenant Robert 
Lucchesi, police have not yet “ascertained a specific 
motive” as to why Jeremy Kaartine, 22, decided 
to gun down his father, Andrew Kaartine, 58, of 
Orange County. “We do know that the son con-
tacted the father to arrange this meeting to try and 
reconcile, as they’d been estranged,” said Lucchesi. 
Lucchesi said police recovered two guns from the 
car of Jeremy Kaartine, both of which were legally 
registered to him.

Jeremy Kaartine was single with no children, and 
has a step-brother. Lucchesi said that the suspect 
did have “ongoing mental and emotional issues,” 
but that police still have not landed on what spe-
cifically sparked the shooting. Lucchesi said police 
were waiting for the results of a toxicology report.

A doctor in the house
This Saturday, June 22, Revolutionary War 

medical re-enactor Don Terpening will be at the 
Matthewis Persen House at 74 John Street in 
uptown Kingston (the corner of John and Crown 
streets) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to present various 
medicines, implements, and techniques used by 
physicians during the Revolutionary War, as well 
as discuss the role that doctors played and their 

social standing during this period. Terpening is a 
professor emeritus of biology. 

Admission is free and all are welcome. For in-
formation about this and other outreach programs 
of the Ulster County clerk’s office, call clerk Nina 
Postupack at 340-3040.

Bearsville test well okayed
Woodstock’s town board has authorized supervi-

sor Bill McKenna to sign an agreement with Layne 
Christensen Company of Schoharie to drill a 20-foot 
test well on town property in Bearsville and conduct 
a 72-hour pump test. The cost is projected to be 
$52,925. If the test is successful, the test well will 
become the town’s third operating municipal well.

Recently, a pump at one of the two operating 
wells failed, and the well casing partially filled 
in when the pump was removed, McKenna said. 
Crews were able to replace the pump, but capacity 
was reduced from 265 gallons per minute to 150 
gallons per minute.

The sole other company that responded to requests 
for quotes indicated it would not be able to do the 
work. The town has earmarked $120,000 for a new 
well. “I suspect we’ll use close to that,” McKenna said. 
Besides drilling the well, a casing, screen and pump 
must be installed. The new well will not be affected 
by any other projects of the improvements planned 
or underway at nearby Rick Volz Field, he said.

Hear-no-evil free parking
The New Paltz village board continued a public 

hearing last week for a proposed law to keep cars 
from being parked too close to driveways. Mayor 
Tim Rogers talked about making an official — but 
unpublicized — list of free parking days.

The hearing is for a law that would ban parking 
a car within five feet of a driveway ramp. Being 
too boxed in to safely back out of one’s driveway 
is a frequent topic of complaint calls at the village 
hall, according to Rogers. This law is intended to 
give a little more room, providing the sight lines 
for a safe exit.

“I’m a little concerned about this one,” said Eve 
Walter, chair of the planning board. “It feels a little 
[like] overreach to me.” She believes this law might 
result in “exponentially reducing parking spots.”

Noting that these were the first negative com-
ments received, the mayor was in favor of closing the 
hearing after this third session and voting to pass 
the law. That was accomplished by unanimous vote.

The mayor’s idea is essentially to give parking 
enforcement officers the day off from writing tickets 
without making a big fuss publicly. The list of 22 
dates includes existing village holidays, but also Eid 
al-Adha, Yom Kippur, Diwali and Easter. Rogers 
proposes enshrining this list of free days in law, 
but then never speaking of it again. Members of 
a given religious community will likely know, but 
others may well needlessly put coins in the meters. 

Vaccine required at camps
In response to a growing outbreak of measles 

throughout New York City and the lower Hudson 
Valley, Ulster County executive Pat Ryan has direct-
ed county health commissioner Dr. Carol Smith to 
issue orders requiring measles vaccination or im-
munity for all campers and staff, except those with 
a valid medical exemption, who wish to attend or 
work at day or overnight camps in Ulster County.

According to the county, all children’s day 
and overnight camps must maintain a list of all 
campers and staff who will attend or work at the 
camp, including their dates of birth and the dates 
they received the Measles Mumps Rubella (MMR) 
vaccine, or proof of a valid medical exemption or 
immunity. Prior to entering, camp health directors 
will screen campers to make sure they have their 
shots, are medically exempt, or are in the process 
of getting the vaccination.

\3
WHY PRINT?

Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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Everyone is encouraged 

to get out and have their voices heard in the 

Primary Election on Tuesday, June 25th.

There are local elections in Kingston, 

Saugerties, and Woodstock. Local elections 

are often overlooked—but there is no level 

of government that will most directly impact 

every aspect of our daily lives more than 

local government.

From our school systems, to policing, to 

affordable housing, to public transit. This is 

where WE can make a tangible difference. 

Polls will be open from 12 pm to 9 pm 

on Tuesday, June 25th. You can visit the 

Ulster County Board of Elections’s website 

at www.elections.ulstercountyny.gov to find 

your polling place. Together, we can voice 

our concerns and have a say in how our 

communities are run.

PAID FOR BY COLLINS FOR STATE SENATE

Vape pens might incur charges
Pot might be decriminalized in New York, but 

area marijuana smokers should be aware that pos-
session of weed vaporizer pens filled with concen-
trated THC could result in a misdemeanor charge.

Zachary T. Ham of Saugerties, 24, was charged 
with seventh-degree possession of a controlled sub-
stance when he was found in possession of multiple 
pen cartridges in the process of a routine traffic 
stop on June 8; the same charge can be attained by 
possessing a hypodermic needle loaded with heroin. 

According to police, officers established that 
Ham was “operating under the influence of drugs” 
on Glasco Turnpike. He was also charged with 
driving with ability impaired by drugs, a misde-
meanor, and the violation of unlawful possession 
of marijuana (the charge that would be elicited by 
the discovery of under 25 grams of old-fashioned 
marijuana plant matter). 

“Marijuana is just a violation. Once you con-
centrate it, the effects of the THC are much more 
potent, [so] it falls under the category of a controlled 
substance,” explained Saugerties police chief Joe 
Sinagra of the distinction. “I think, prior to the 
vape pen, [arrests involving] the concentrated 
THC [weren’t] that prominent. Now, because 
vape pens are so accessible, we see a high number 
of high-school kids getting these vape pens. We’re 
starting to have more encounters with individuals 
in possession of it. There’s a concerning increase 
in the number of individuals that are using vapes 
throughout New York State.”

After processing at police headquarters, Ham 
was released to a third party. He will appear in 
town court later this month to answer the charges.

Hospital can be built
The state Department of Health granted last 

week full project approval to HealthAlliance for 
the significant expansion of its hospital on Mary’s 
Avenue in Kingston. The approval of HealthAlli-
ance’s application for a certificate of need is the 
final administrative milestone for the $92.9-million 
project. The new hospital will add a new, two-story, 
79,000-square-foot building adjoining the current 
facility, as well as a renovation of 48,000 square feet 
of space within the existing hospital.

Key components of the new 175-bed facility will 
include a newly constructed 25,000-square-foot 
emergency care center that will incorporate special 
services for cardiac observation and behavioral 
health; a newly constructed ten-bed intensive care 
unit, along with a six-bed medical “stepdown” unit, 
providing an intermediate level of care between the 
ICU and the new hospital’s medical-surgical wards. 
Nearly all the patient rooms will be private.

The hospital will have a newly constructed birth-
ing center with new labor, delivery and postpartum 
rooms. The building will have a new imaging depart-
ment and fully remodeled centers for ambulatory 
surgery, infusion therapy and endoscopy. A new 
hospital lobby will provide financial counseling, 
family support services, a retail pharmacy, a gift 
shop and waiting areas.

A construction start date is to be determined. 
The current HealthAlliance Hospital on Broadway 
in Kingston will be converted into a medical village 
after patient-care services at Broadway are relocated 
to the new Mary’s Avenue site. The combined proj-
ects on Mary’s Avenue and Broadway are expected 
to cost $134.9 million.

Jam with strawberry jam
Strawberries are one of our first local crops. Come 

learn how to make and preserve fresh strawberry 
jam next Wednesday, June 26 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County at 
232 Plaza Road in Kingston. 

The boiling-bath canning method that you will 
learn in class can also be used to preserve jellies, 
chutneys and pickles so you can enjoy local produce 
all year long. You will bring home a jar of your 
strawberry jam. Classes are $35, and a $5 discount 
is applied when you register for more than one class 
or with more than one person. For all event details 
and registration, please contact Janie Greenwald at 
340-3990, ext. 326.

Other upcoming classes include one on salt-wa-
ter taffy on July 17, quick pickles on July 31, chilled 
soups on August 7, and pressure canning on August 
21. All classes are from 6 to 8 p.m.
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ICE REVIVAL
Saugerties board votes to rebuild arena

B y at 4-0 vote, with one abstention, 

the Saugerties Town Board voted on June 
12 to replace the deteriorating roof and 
walls of the Kiwanis Ice Arena, for an 
estimated $1.3 million. Construction is 

expected to begin in a month and to be completed 
in September.

Councilman Paul Andreassen abstained from 
the vote. 

After nearly a decade of contention over the 
rink’s fate, 50 parents and their ice-bound children, 
along with adult figure skaters and hockey players, 
urged town officials to vote in favor of a proposal 
that would allow the razing of the existing Kiwanis 
Ice Arena and the prompt construction of a new 
walls and a roof. The audience proponents said 
that, should officials deliberate any longer, their 
sports seasons would be cut short.

“We felt it was important for us to be here to en-
sure that everyone involved in the decision is aware 
of the impact of the decision on our youth athletes. 
Our families have made a decision to stick with us, 
even with the uncertainty around this project,” said 
Saugerties Youth Hockey Association president 
Mark Signore. “If this project is delayed or voted 
down, these families will be forced to find another 
organization — one lost season would completely 
destroy a program that so many would help to do.”

The hockey season in Saugerties runs from 
August until March, and according to speakers 
during the public comment section, losing time in 
August to practice for games and tournaments, like 
the Empire State Games in the case of young figure 
skaters, would be devastating. After a series of im-
passioned comments in support of the project, the 
group, a quarter of which appeared to be children 
under 13 or so, had to hang in there for supervisor’s 
comments and 15 other motions for about an hour 
before hearing the verdict on the rink. 

After a bout of thunderous applause from re-
lieved onlookers, Town Supervisor Fred Costello 
Jr. then read the entirety of the fourteen-section 
resolution.

Amidst a panel of affirmative votes, Andreassen, 
who was once the town’s building inspector and 
inspects buildings professionally, abstained from 
the vote.

“I didn’t have enough information and I didn’t 
have a chance to see what this contract even was,” 
said Andreassen of the decision. “It was a single 
bidder which was a little unsettling, and it would 
have been better to have several more to compare 
again. I had proposed and sent drawings for a more 
permanent type of structure, like a concept, and 
that was last year and no one but Mike MacIsaac 
responded. It would have cost more than the one 
proposed...but the ones that I submitted would have 
been year round. The town is settling for what we 

have and what we’re going to go forward with, and 
again, there are five members on the board, they 
have the ability to vote whichever way they want. 
I’m not anti ice arena, I’m not anti skating, I have 
family members who play hockey. I abstained, I 
didn’t vote no.” 

Legacy Building Solutions Inc. of South 
Haven, Minnesota underbid local contractor Johns 
Mullen and Sons for the removal of the current 
structure and the erection of the new one.

In 2014, Legacy Building Solutions conducted a 
study on the building and warned that the 18-year-
old structure had begun to deteriorate, and that 
there was “no permanent repair solution for the 
damage that is occurring, and the use of temporary 
adhesive products is the only way to mitigate the 
damage and help keep [precipitation] out of the 
building.” The polyethylene fabric panels making up 
the arena’s roof, according to Parks and Buildings 
Supervisor Greg Chorvas, began “pixellating,” or 
ripping like a cracked windshield, in 2014. Costello 
said that the new roof will be made of PVC mesh. 
The rapidity of the decay has accelerated since, and 
when Chorvas approached the board again in 2017 
he was “worried that [it] wouldn’t make it through 
the season.” Since then, the ice arena staff has been 
using a special tape provided by the manufacturer 
to patch tears as they appear.

Of the 1.3 million dollar bill, $500,000 will be 

extricated from the town’s current fund balance. 
The other portion of the total will be financed via 
serial bonds that, according to the wording of the 
resolution, will be “repa[id]…from a combination 
of funds appropriated for the benefit of the town by 
the state legislature (or “State Funds”), and facility 
fees from the new arena and other town ventures. 
Should these funding sources fall through, the reso-
lution specifies that the money will be procured via 
the taxpayer: “to the extent of shortfall from State 
Funds and Facility Fees, the levy of a tax upon all 
real property in the Town to pay the…interest on said 
bonds.” Costello said at the meeting at $400,000 
of the cost would be covered by the state dormitory 
authority.

The warranty of the new structure is for 25 years, 
but according to Chorvas, “that doesn’t mean in 25 
years it falls down.”

“I’m elated,” said Chorvas of the decision. “I’m 
very glad to see that the community support is there 
obviously that was shown this evening. The original 
building, which was all the town could afford, was 
a 285k investment which Senator Bonacic secured 
funding for and at the time that is all we could 
afford. It’s outlived its life expectancy by seven or 
eight years. And as a result, I think we got our bang 
for the buck. [Additionally, the new structure will 
create] fairly substantial reduction in energy con-
sumption, cost and greenhouse gas emissions. For 
the skating community, it means we can go longer 
into the summer months.”
    - Christina Coulter

Kiwanis Ice Arena

Join us at Hasbrouck House for our FREE 
‘Sunset Flix’ film series! The fun continues 
throughout the Summer. Come early for 
themed food, drinks and surprises!

Visit www.hasbrouckhouseny.com  
for details.

Saturday June 22nd
The Big Lebowski

7:30 — 11:30pm,  
Movie @ 8:30pm

Saturday July 6
Wet Hot American 

Summer
7:30 — 11:30pm,  
Movie @ 8:30pm

Saturday August 10
Dirty Dancing

7 — 11pm,  
Movie @ 8:15pm

Sunday September 1
Rocky Horror 
Picture Show

7 — 11pm,  
Movie @ 8:15pm

Hasbrouck House
3805 Main St, Stone Ridge | 845.687.0736

Mark M. Vianello, July 28, 1965 - June 15, 2019

Mark Vianello spent his last morning doing what he loved, fishing and spending time with his son Mark 
and best friend Bob before his wonderfully kind heart gave out. Mark treasured every moment he had 
with this children Mark, Stephanie and Gianna.

After being born in Queens, NY and growing up in Smithtown, NY, Mark moved to Woodstock over 20 
years ago where he raised his family and owned the hightly respected Mark Vianello Building & Remod-
eling. In 2013 Mark met his wife Stacey in Woodstock where together they built a wonderful life enjoying 
all that the area and Great Sacandaga Lake have to offer.

Mark was an incredible man who lived his life with humor, honor and integrity earning him the right to 
always be given the benefit of the doubt.

Mark leaves behind a vast family including his wife Stacey, his children Mark, Stephanie and Gianna, 
his parents, Antonio and Antoinette of Wappingers Falls, NY, his siblings, Paul (Regina) of Seaford, NY, 
John (Denise) of Five Nines, SC and Karen (Lenny) D’Ambrosia of Rocky Point, NY and many incredible 
nieces and nephews as well as many valued friendships with people he met throughout his life. 

Come join us to celebrate Mark’s life. A funeral mass will be held at St. John’s Roman Catholic Church 
Friday, June 21 at 11 am, 12 Holly Hills Drive, Woodstock, NY followed by a Celebration of Life at Santa 
Fe, 1802 NY-28, Woodstock, NY. All who knew and loved Mark are welcome to attend.

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting donations to  
Woodstock Rescue, PO Box 222, Woodstock, NY 12498



saugerties times  June 20,  2019  •  5

Sun into volts
County to put up solar array at 
Saugerties tire dump

N ewly installed County Exec-

utive Pat Ryan said this week that 
a proposed solar array in Saugerties 
and an executive order he issued 
calling on county government to 

be 100 percent dependent on renewable energy 
by 2030 are concrete steps in his campaign trail 
pledge for a “Green New Deal” for Ulster County.

Ryan, who took office on June 7 made the an-
nouncement at a ceremony Tuesday at the County 
Office Building in Uptown Kingston.’

“We are at this decisive moment in our country 
and of course in our county. On the one side we 
face a clearly existential climate crisis,” said Ryan, 
addressing representatives of local environmental 
groups and reporters. “On the other side we have 
this huge opportunity in that crisis … to lean into 
our green and environmental consciousness and be 
at epicenter of this emerging green economy that’s 
happening and gaining momentum.”

In his first executive order, Ryan set of goal of 
making county government 100 percent reliant on 
renewable energy by 2030. In a more concrete step, 
Ryan announced the rollout of a plan to double 
that figure — from the 20 percent it is now to 40 
percent — with the construction of a solar array at a 
former tire dump off of Route 32 in the Quarryville 
section of Saugerties.

The dump has been abandoned for a decade and 
designated as a brownfield. Ryan said the county 
had already foreclosed on the property and planned 
to issue a request for proposals in the next week 
seeking a vendor to develop the solar array. Once 
built, the vendor would operate and maintain the 
facility while county would purchase energy at a 
reduced rate in exchange for leasing the land. The 
site will also host a new solar-powered radio tower 
for the county’s 911 system. Ryan said the project 
would not require a major capital investment on 
the part of county taxpayers.

Amanda Lavalle, coordinator of the county 
Department of the Environment, said the plan, 
which has been in development for two years, was 

modeled on one used to create a solar array at a 
former landfill in the Town of Ulster.

“It’s a major step forward to look at these un-
derutilized brownfield sites in the community and 
target them for renewable energy generation,” said 
Lavalle.

The proposed “Green New Deal” was a center-
piece of Ryan’s election campaign. In addition to 
shifting county government to renewable energy, 
the proposal calls for banning new fossil fuel energy 
projects and workforce development programs to 
link county residents with jobs in the green energy 
economy.

- Jesse J. Smith
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solidation of the water district I’m extraordinarily 
proud of. In the past year-- I’ve only been supervisor 
for year and a half -- we enacted seven local laws. 
The town board hasn’t done more than seven local 
laws in over a decade. We took the energy that the 
board had and translated it into real change. We 
did agreements with all five unions that the town 
does agreements in within 12 months. We are on 
the cusp of transforming Bristol Beach from an 
abstract idea into a real park, we already have tan-
gible progress to show this year. the parking area 
is open, the next step is to develop a trail down at 
the waterfront, I think that can get done this year. 
The water extension of the Malden district, I think 
that’s a really significant achievement. That will go 
from something we’ve talked about in 20 plus years 
to a real thing, I’m really proud of that. 

All of the energy initiatives that we’ve in-
stilled...will change the town’s energy costs and 
footprint forever, and there’s a lot of hard work 
that came out of many committees to make that 
possible. The solar project will come online this 
year. We just finished the cleanup that was nec-
essary for our project. I’m really proud of the fact 
that we had an extraordinary sixteen months. 
We set out with a bold 
agenda, and we were 
able to check a lot of 
those boxes. as we move 
forward, we will be able 
to check off many more. 

ANDREASSEN:  I 
think as a building offi-
cial I was very, very fair 
and equitable across 
the board, fair but 
firm. Employing the 
codes equally across the 
board, uniformly. I’ve 
pretty much already 
tried to not show any 
preferential treatment 
and to treat everyone 
fairly and equally. I’ve 
tried to look at each 
issue with an open 
mind as I could. I tried 
to address as much as 
possible to attract busi-
nesses to the town. I can’t 
say that we’ve had a lot of success with it, 

ST:  What are your ideas to bring new business to the 
King’s Highway corridor and elsewhere in Saugerties?

ANDREASSEN: I think we need to at least 
update the zoning of some of our industri-
al corridors to attract perhaps some retail busi-
nesses, some light manufacturing, if we could 
possibly reuse some of the vacant buildings, re 
purpose some of those buildings. I think we’re 
going to have to address some of the vacant 
buildings on Kings Highway and throughout the 
township to impress upon the property owners to 
either fix them up or they’ll have to be removed 
or torn down if they’re not moving. The zombie 
buildings are a blight on all communities. We can 
put the welcome mat out all we want, but unless 
we get some viable takers we can’t just create 
them out of thin air. 

COSTELLO: [On] King’s Highway, we are going 
to adopt changes to the zoning that are going to 
be more welcoming. We are the focus of many 
interested local businesses and new businesses 
that want to come here and they have looked 
seriously at King’s Highway, sometimes success-
fully and sometimes not. I am very optimistic 
about Saugerties, We have a robust economic, a 
robust sports economy, Cantine Field and the ice 
rink are a part of that, and I’ve ensured that that 
facility not only survives but thrives for the next 
25 years. Some time this summer, we’re going to 
have a lot of hearings.

ST: What ongoing local concern do you think is 
the most pertinent?

COSTELLO: Right now, the most immediate 

concern is the continued dumping situation. 
That, we don’t have a clear solution to yet, we’re 
waiting for judges and courts to make analysis, 
but we don’t have enough data to know wheth-
er the groundwater is in jeopardy or not. The 
next concern, we need to come up with some 
legislation to address short term vacation rent-
als. We have ongoing problems that went into 
foreclosure during the financial crisis and [fell 
into disrepair] the process through the courts is 
cumbersome. We need a faster process to deal 
with buildings that aren’t secure. 

ANDREASSEN: The most pertinent local con-
cern would have to be how can we keep peo-
ple able to afford to stay here, afford to live in 
Saugerties. What type of activities can we create 
or foster to allow all residents a spot at the table. 
I think we need to foster some manufacturing 
jobs, foster growth in some of the local indus-
tries that we do have: Markertek, Fehr Brothers, 
Ceres Technologies, LoDolce, Elna Magnetics, 
and to support your average entrepreneur, small 
business owners mom-and-pop shops. and the 
beneficiaries of growth and sustainability, the 
restaurant and service industries.

ST: Why did you decide to run for town supervi-
sor?

ANDREASSEN: I was actually asked by people. 

I ran for town council and I was asked by quite 
a few people to run for town supervisor. Some of 
them are party leaders in all the parties, and at 
the time I just thought it would be best if I didn’t 
run against Jimmy Bruno who seemed to have 
put his hat in the ring early on. Fred Costello put 
his hat in the ring and called me several times 
wondering which way I was going to go. 

Pretty quickly, once on the town council, being 
voted in with a hefty majority of the electorate...
the majority of the town board are not exactly 
in sync. Well, a couple of instances that I had 
brought up really fell on deaf ears. I want to dis-
cuss term limits, consolidations, I want to discuss 
reducing the workforce — not eliminating posi-
tions but certainly by attrition. It become pretty 
apparent that myself and perhaps Mike MacIsaac 
might be the only ones thinking in those terms 
and you can’t get anything moved forward with-
out a majority of the board. It was pretty appar-
ent that I’m not in the majority.

COSTELLO: I felt that at the moment that Greg 
[Helsmoortel] retired, I had the best skill set 
to pick up where Greg had left off and moved 
Saugerties forward. Now, I think I am far and 
away the best person to move Saugrties forward 
— passing seven local laws is a testament to the 
leadership that we have been able to provide 
and our success, and the fiscally responsible 
way that we’ve been able to move Saugerties 
forward is also a testament of our success. Now, 
I’m definitely the best person to move Sauger-
ties forward. I’ve been able to deal with hostile 
board members, and I have deep relationships 
with emergency services, with all the depart-
ment heads, I have deep relationships that are 
strengthening. There is a trust that has developed 
over years that no one else running for supervisor 

can claim.

ST: On a broader level: what is your vision for the 
town of Saugerties?

COSTELLO: We have many with regard to eco-
nomic development and maintaining our distinc-
tion as a community that’s good to raise families 
in. I want to work with all of our partners and 
make sure that legacy continues. If ten years 
from now people are still raising their families 
and looking for opportunities for employment 
here, we will be successful. Partnership with our 
schools, our business community are important 
for that. There are many things going on, on a 
small scale that need an opportunity to grow.

ANDREASSEN: The big picture is to take a long, 
long look at the infrastructure needs to identify 
where we’re lacking, certainly in roads and bridg-
es and buildings and long-term viability of all of 
these things that are under our watch. we have 
to pay for all this stuff. I really think we need to 
have a capital improvement fund which is a cer-
tain percentage of our tax dollars to be prepared 
for news things like when the ice arena needs a 
new roof or when a property needs to be updated 
or when roads or bridges need to be replaced. 
We can’t do that taking out bonds and hoping 
that grant money will surface or some benevolent 
political entity will fund something. the money 

is so stretched, 
those days of block 
grants are gone. 
my broad view 
would be to take a 
hard look at what 
we’re not doing 
correctly. If we had 
an endless trea-
sury we could do 
everything, but we 
don’t, so we need 
to see what we can 
do to streamline 
and be as efficient 
and green-minded 
as we can. With 
efficiency comes 
energy savings and 
so on across the 
board. 

ST: What’s your 
take on the town’s 

recent legal battle with 
J Karolys & Son and its C&D dumps? How can a 
similar situation be prevented in the future?

ANDREASSEN: I wonder how that situation 
actually did mushroom so quickly and so out 
of control with so many flags being raised? Not 
pointing a finger at anybody...it just seems to me 
that took on a life of its own, if you will, right 
under our nose, and it just got out of control 
before it could become under control and it’s 
still not resolved, which is very surprising. As a 
former building official for 21 years, I’ve had a lot 
of enforcement and zoning code and regulatory 
enforcement under my watch and this appears 
to be one of those instances where everything 
just didn’t align and then it got out of hand 
rapidly. One side is leaning on their rights, the 
other side is leaning on the statute and the courts 
are involved. It’s an unfortunate situation, and 
again, I do not point a finger at anybody. It just 
seemed to take on a life of its own. I have person-
al friends living near some of the sites and hear 
their frustration. We can take a hard look at what 
did we miss and how can we perhaps adopt some 
legislation that this will never happen again. I’m 
not sure what the answer is, but there should be 
some balance. I’m pro business, I’m all for con-
tractors, I’m a former contractor builder myself. 
These people are the backbone of our commu-
nity, I admire all of the tradespeople, but in this 
particular case seems to have become an abuse of 
their rights to do that.

COSTELLO: I don’t know how a similar situa-
tion could be avoided — we actually have pretty 
robust laws in place, we’re just having a hard 
time getting the court to acknowledge those laws. 
In the fight against Winston farm, in the fight 
against the tire dump, our zoning and municipal 

The Race is on
continued from page 1

Fred Costello, Jr. Paul Andreassen
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laws are pretty sensitive to the idea of dumping 
and we have a lot of laws we’ve enacted locally 
that will help us in this fight, we just need the 
opportunity to make that case in court

ST: As town supervisor, how will you update local 
regulations regarding short-term rental properties? 

COSTELLO: I think it’s important that we give 
the committees, the comprehensive planning 
committee and the comprehensive planning 
update committee working on it the freedom of 
reaching a conclusion on their own. I do have 
some opinions about things that should be incor-
porated. There are some things about traffic that 
are relevant in that conversation, too.

ANDREASSEN: I attended the public hearings 
at Woodstock town forums and they’ve enacted 
some regulations. I know some of the munici-
palities that have adopted some or are thinking 
about it. As a property owner myself and a owner 
of a small airbnb cottage, I’m not certain that one 
size would fit all. It certainly is a rapidly growing 
industry throughout the state, not just the region. 
I think paying a fair share of a rental tax would 
be good, some sort of regulatory oversight with 
the perhaps the number of times a place can be 
rented without the property owner being at least 
on the site or available. It may take on several dif-
ferent variations before the town can get behind 
one specific standard. It’s certainly disturbing, 
the property owners disturbing the neighbors, 
those that are renting out spaces and upsetting 
their neighbors that on a case-by-case basis is 
going to have to be dealt with. That’s not what we 
would like to continue. 

ST: Does Saugerties need to amend its zoning laws? 

ANDREASSEN: I think there are some areas in 
the zoning law that should be amended. Several 
of them could permit more variety of businesses 
in some districts. It could be in reverse, it could 
be amended to restrict businesses in some dis-
tricts, but I think if we’re going to attract busi-
nesses, especially in the industrial corridors...we’ll 
really have to look at what will work that way. We 
don’t want to do anything to make Main street 
a ghost town — we have wonderful businesses 
in the village and we certainly don’t want to put 
someone there out of business. You wouldn’t 
want to open a Barnes and Noble on Kings High-
way and put Inquiring Minds out of business, or 
a Home Depot that would put Smiths Hardware 
out of business. I think we should look at that, 
we should amend it. Maybe some people won’t be 
happy, it may not satisfy everybody, but if its go-
ing to create sustainable jobs that allow people to 
make a living... Markertek is a wonderful exam-
ple, people who work there, we’ve known forever. 
We need to support them, we need that kind of 
business and more of it. 

To answer the question as far as changing the 

zoning, we have to do something and we should 
do it sooner rather than later. I drove on the 
Thruway today, and I just see the old Sawyerkill 
motel falling apart, the old candle factory is a 
blight...we need to support people like Mullen 
Construction who are out there, you know, be as 
welcoming as we can without hurting another town.  

COSTELLO: Zoning is never done and Airbnb is 
a perfect example of that. Communities — nobody 
even knew what airbnb was five years ago. As 

communities move forward, it’s important that the 
comprehensive plan reflect society. Zoning always 
needs to be addressed, and I think one of the things 
that’s significantly lacking in our zoning is King’s 
Highway and short term vacation rentals. And we 
need a property maintenance law, I’m not sure if 
that’s through zoning or general municipal law. 

~ Christina Coulter

ACCIDENT AND INJURY ATTORNEYS
Michael E. Catalinotto • Michael E. Catalinotto, Jr.

Adam T. Mandell

Representing Victims of Accidental Injury or
Death in the Saugerties Community for Over 50 years

CALL TODAY 246-3668
3154 Route 9W, Saugerties NY 12477 • www.maynardinjurylaw.com

Maynard, O’Connor, Smith & Catalinotto, LLP

   Primary day

T uesday, June 25 is Primary Election day in Saugerties. Polls are open noon-9 

p.m.If you are unsure as to the district in which you live, call the Saugerties town clerk’s 
office, 845-246-2809, or the Ulster County Board of elections, 845-334-5470.

The polling places are a bit different for this election. 

DISTRICTS 1, 2, 3, 4, 14 — Senior Center, 207 Market St. 

DISTRICTS 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 15, 16 — Grant D. Morse Elementary, 70 Harry Wells Rd.

DISTRICTS 8, 11, 12, 13 — Glasco Firehouse, 138 Liberty St.

Saugerties has a complicated ballot for this primary election. Here are the races that 
     are in play on the ballot Tuesday: 

• There is a town wide contest for the nomination for town supervisor on the Independence Party 
        line between incumbent Fred Costello Jr. and town councilman Paul Andreassen. Only Independence  

  Party members can vote in this contest. Regardless of the outcome of this race, the two will square off 
        in November for the position, as both have secured other party lines. 

• Green Party members town wide can vote in this election for a town board member. 
   No candidate is listed on the ballot, but write-ins are avaliable. 

County legislator is a bit more complicated: 

• For legislative district 1, Independence Party members can vote for Mary Wawro, on the ballot, 
or write in another candidate. Green Party members can write in a candidate, though no name is 
listed on the ballot. This legislative district consists of Saugerties voting districts 5,6,7, 9, 10, 15 
and 16, voting at the Grant D. Morse Elementary School, 70 Harry Wells Road. 

• Legislative District 2 features the Democratic Primary between former legislator Chris Allen 
and current town board member John Schoonmaker. Democrats only, please. 
The Working Families Party, though, has Schoonmaker on one of its lines and space for a 
write in instead for its members. 
And the Independence Party features Al Bruno with a ballot line versus any write-ins 
that party members might suggest. 
The Legislative District 2 races will be voted by residents of Saugerties voting 
districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 11, 13, and 14. 

Again, if you are unsure as to the district in which you live, call the Saugerties town clerk’s office, 
845-246-2809, or the Ulster County Board of elections, 845-334-5470.
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A TRIO FOR DISTRICT 2
Next Tuesday brings primaries for Allen, Bruno and Schoonmaker

T he race for the District 2 seat in 

the county legislature, to be vacated 
by incumbent Joe Maloney, is both 
complicated and well-populated. The 
first stage of it takes place this coming 

Tuesday, June 25, with a number of primaries.
In the Democratic Primary, Chris Allen, who 

held the seat before losing to Maloney two years 
ago, will contend with Saugerties Town Councilman 
John Schoonmaker for that party’s line on the Nov. 
5 ballot. Schoonmaker will appear on the primary 
ballot for the Working Families Party, but WFP 
members will have the option of writing in a member 
of that party. Al Bruno, veteran of numerous local 
boards and committees who has already secured the 
Republican line for the general election this fall, will 
appear on the Independence Party primary ballot 
but party members also can write in another name.

We reached out to Schoonmaker, Allen and 
Bruno and asked them all the same five questions. 
Their answers, edited lightly for space, appear be-
low. The responses are given in alphabetical order.

What achievements are you most proud of in 
your career as a public servant?

Chris Allen: during my four years in the leg-
islature, I wrote the Lyme disease awareness policy 
that the Ulster County Department of Health ap-
plies, and I wrote three memorializing resolutions 
that called for reforms and protections in state and 
federal healthcare laws that would improve upon 
your ability to have control over your own healthcare 
records and for improvements to be made within 
our healthcare system. I was very supportive of 
the move of the Ulster County Family Court from 
Kingston to the Town of Ulster, as this saved the 
taxpayers of Ulster County around $11 million of 
bonded money relative to the options that were 
available in the City of Kingston, and the project 
came in $500,000 under cost projections and 
six weeks early. I was able to vote on policies that 
created the veterans homeless shelter in Kingston 
and for the construction of the Sophie Finn satellite 
campus of Ulster County Community College in 
Kingston. During my first year in office I worked 
with my two fellow Saugerties legislators to inform 
residents of Saugerties about the reconstruction of 
the Sauer Bridge in Mount Marion, and I was known 
for being a very amicable legislator who treated 
all of my legislative colleagues with professional 
courtesy and respect. Also in my first year in the 
legislature, I was able to facilitate for the appoint-
ment of a Saugerties small business owner onto 
the county IDA board, and he successfully lobbied 
for more natural gas lines to be installed along the 
Kings Highway corridor which ideally will attract 
new business development in the area. During my 
second year in office, I successfully put pressure on 
CSX Railroad to clean up dangerous construction 

stone that they had left behind for five months along 
the second most dangerous railroad crossing in 
Ulster County. Locally, I was able to work with the 
village mayor, the town supervisor, and the town 
highway superintendent and with members of the 
town and village boards to facilitate for the repairs 
of numerous roads, and to also have truck-idling 
laws enforced within the village when delivery trucks 
were idling too long near second-story apartments 
along Main Street. In my third and fourth years 
in office, I was able to have seven dangerous trees 
removed from three different residencies. I gained 
a reputation of assisting residents quickly when 
called upon even if I received calls from constituents 
from other legislative districts who I assisted out of 
professional courtesy to my legislative colleagues in 
District 1 and District 3.

Al Bruno: The Saugerties Transportation Advi-
sory Council [of which Bruno was a member] came 
up with a solution for kids walking down Washing-
ton Avenue to the high school. The sidewalks were 
never finished and kids were walking in the street. 
We brainstormed it and came up with an idea of, 
rather than building sidewalks and taking people’s 
property, we came up with the idea [that the] road 
was wide enough that we could move the sidewalk 
into the lane and delineate it with a raised surface 
and markings. We were, as a committee, we were 
very instrumental in getting the speed limit lowered 
to 25 mph in that area. It was a town and village 
collaboration that made it all happen, and being 
part of it, I’m proud of that. I’m proud of the people 
in the town having the faith in me and allowing 
me to sit on the committees that I do. The board 
of assessment review is a pretty big responsibility, 
because people’s assessments directly affect their 
taxes. I know that what we do directly affects how 
much it costs people to live in this town. It’s a big 
responsibility that I don’t take likely, and I’m proud 
that they have trust in me as the chairman. I’m not 
a paid politician, I’m not exactly a public servant 
as defined typically.

John Schoonmaker: Overall, the direction that 
we’ve taken the town in terms of pushing a green 
agenda. We’ve received a hybrid and an electric 
vehicle, we’re beginning the process to become a 
Climate Smart Community, we’ve found a way to 
utilize a capped landfill that wasn’t generating any 
income — now that we’ve leased it … we can see 
revenue come from it. And getting away from the 
whole green movement, something that I’m very 
proud of that we accomplished early on in our ad-
ministration was partnering with RUPCO for a grant 
for low-income families to finance home repairs 
through interest-free loans. We’ve actually done an 
excellent job of managing the town’s finances on top 
of it — we’ve increased our town’s bond rating to an 
A-minus over the last budget cycle. We were also able 

to save the town $100,000 for switching to another 
health insurance plan that had no impact on our 
employees. That’s the kind of foresight and thinking 
that we need to see in government — where can we 
see savings without compromising the services that 
we provide to residents and employees. 

Do you have any ideas for new legislation? 

Allen: In my third term in office, I will write 
several policies that will call for improvements to be 
made within the Office for the Aging and within the 
Department of Social Services. I will recommend to 
the county executive’s office that we add a position 
in order to further assist elderly patients of nursing 
homes and hospitals when they receive termination 
notices from their insurance plans. Fiscally, there 
are specific (vacant) budget-line positions that 
can be utilized to pay for such additional services 
without raising taxes. In addition, I will continue 
to serve with logical votes and due diligence and 
help those in need.

Bruno: I think Pilots [payment in lieu of taxes 
agreements] and the whole process of issuing Pi-
lots definitely needs to be looked at and revisited. I 
think that, if a Pilot is issued, there should be some 
kind of guarantee for the county that a [company] 
will have to produce a certain number of jobs. We 
all see when Pilots are issued to small startups of 
hotels or motels or industries that are only creating 
three four or five jobs but they’re getting millions 
in tax relief to do it. In my opinion, if what they’re 
bringing to the town and the county is such a 
viable effort, it should stand on its own merits. 
A Pilot should be considered an extra bonus like 
a grant, but it shouldn’t be the sole reason that a 
business comes to our town. If we give a break to 
a business that doesn’t help the taxpayers, I don’t 
see the benefit of that … I also think, this is going 
to sound opposite, but I think the county needs to 
come up with a five-year, 10-year or 20-year plan 
to put electric charging stations in more locations. 
I’m a firm believer in the adage ‘build it and they 
will come’ -- the more accessible the technology is 
to everyday people; the more you’ll see those electric 
vehicles. I say this more because of their efficiency 
than their footprint… These jobs that we bring, I 
want them to be decent-paying jobs where people 
can make a decent living and stay in New York. … I’d 
be more likely to give Pilots to a company that has 
a history of treating their workers [well], whether 
it’s through unions or their ways of doing business. 
… I’m not saying that the county can tell businesses 
how to operate, but with the right incentives we can 
keep people in good jobs.

Schoonmaker: I want to bring in a very green 
agenda. Ulster County is already considered a leader 
in the environmental movement. You just have to 

Chris Allen John Schoonmaker Al Bruno
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look at how the plastic bag ban started in this state, 
we implemented the ban first and other counties 
followed suit, and then the state considered the ban 
and enacted it as well. The idea that I’m bouncing 
around would be to implement a complete ban on 
any future fossil fuel projects in the county. I’m 
hoping, if that were to pass the legislature, that we 
would see a similar effect on the state as we saw with 
the plastic bag ban. People are wondering how they 
can have an impact on their town, county and state, 
how they can address the climate crisis, and I’ve been 
telling people that a lot of what happens starts in 
your town. In terms of other ideas, I’d like to form a 
countywide force to combat invasive species. Many 
people don’t realize that they can have effects on 
the ecosystem and even on the economy — a great 
example is at our beach in the village. You have 
water chestnuts and Eurasian milfoil and because 
of how thick those have grown in, it’s having impact 
on the beauty of the beach as well as practicality of 
using the beach. … If we had a task force in place, 
we could tackle these invasive species before they 
arrive. Our country is very good at reacting, and we 
need to become more proactive.

Why did you decide to run for county legislature? 
What can your bring to the body that isn’t already 
represented?

Allen: I want to improve upon the services 
that the county provides to our elderly population 
through making improvements in the Office for the 
Aging. I would like to make some improvements 
within our Department of Social Services. I want 
to work with all of my legislative colleagues and the 
new county executive to make county government 
less drama-filled and more professional in how we 
interact with one another and in how we conduct 
business. I know that I am the most experienced 
and well-qualified candidate out of the three in 
this year’s election. I will continue to help those in 
need and serve with due diligence and continue to 
have an outstanding attendance record for all of 
my meetings as a county legislator.

Bruno: First of all, I’m a right-wing conservative 
Republican and I consider myself fiscally responsi-
ble. I’m not saying that my opponents are not fiscally 
responsible, however, their side of the platform is 
more into a socialist way of thinking that mine is. I 
have more of an individualist and capitalist way of 
thinking, and I think those are two different sides of 
the fence. I was thinking about running for a number 
of years, and I think that taxes are exorbitant, not 
necessarily from the town, but from the county the 
state and the country. I think that my efforts will 
help Saugerties and the entire county. It’s a great 
middle ground, I can stay in touch with my family 
and friends and enact change. I wanted to become 
involved in the decision making of why I pay what I 
pay where I live, and why my neighbors are paying 
what they’re paying. I’m not a politician, I’m a citizen, 
and I see politicians doing things for the sake of the 
politics of it and not the value of it. I’m not doing 
it as a politician, I’m doing it as a representative of 
District 2. If the small things that I can do in the 
legislature can make the town and the county a 
better place, that’s what I want to do. I see a lot of 
people moving out of Saugerties, of Ulster County, 
of New York State because they can’t afford to live 
here anymore. If I can do something to make it a 
little easier to stay, that’s what I want to do.

John Schoonmaker: The reason why I decided 
to run for county legislature was that I thought it 
was about time we started bringing more youth to 
local politics. In my opinion, we should start seeing 
an influx of younger people in local governments 
— it’s where you learn how to be an official and run 
a government, and I think it’s important to have 
young people there so that in the future we have 
experienced people who can step up to higher offices. 
… When you’ve held public office, even for a little 
bit, it conveys how important it is to be chosen to 
represent a community. It gives you that sense of 
responsibility and accountability to the people. I 
think I can bring a very forward-thinking mindset. 
As I had mentioned, I am looking at creating a task 
force on invasive species, that’s an issue that no one 
talks about. And the background that I bring isn’t 
typical for an elected official. I studied biology, I 
worked at an animal rescue, I worked night shifts 
at Bread Alone and I think that gives me insight 
into how our average citizen in this county, how our 
citizens live. I’ve been there, I’ve struggled having 
to stretch each paycheck to meet the bills and feed 

myself. I’m still there. On top of that, I’m not afraid 
to bring bold ideas to the legislature. I know there 
are a lot of people pushing a green agenda, but none 
of them have made any steps to limit fossil fuel 
projects. That’s the sort of step we need to make to 
safeguard our planet for future generations.

Can the county keep taxes under the tax cap?

Allen: Ulster County government receives 
one-third of our revenues from sales tax receipts. 
Unfortunately this makes the receipt of our reve-
nues excessively reliant upon steady tourism, the 
shopping industry and other sources of consumer 
spending such as gasoline and home heating oil 
purchases. If we have a slow tourism season, a 
poor shopping quarter or (strangely enough) if 
the price of gasoline and heating oil goes down too 
much, then sales tax revenue decline. In addition, 
depending upon the fiscal year, between 24.3-26.8 
percent of all revenues coming into Ulster comes 
from federal and state grant monies and other 
state and federal aid. Unfortunately, the proposed 
New York state budget calls for some cuts to local 
municipal funding including some cuts for Lyme 
disease awareness that filters down to the County 
Department of Health. … In the last six years, Mike 
Hein was able to deliver us budgets that were able 
to modestly reduce property tax assessments on the 
county level. During this time, Mr. Hein did have 
the luxury of being able to utilize the proceeds of 
the sale of Golden Hill nursing home as a means of 
drawing from the fund balance in order to present 
the legislature with balanced budgets. Pat Ryan will 
not have this same luxury. Ideally, unfunded state 
mandates will not increase, and we will continue to 
experience steady increases in our receipt of sales 
tax revenues and all sources of federal and state 
monies will not decrease. These are the variable 
factors that will determine our fiscal future and 
what further adjustments we have to make as elected 
officials in order to keep property tax assessments 
from increasing on the county level.

Bruno: I think they can and I think they should. 
There should be no reason why they can’t. It may 
mean making some tough and unpopular decisions, 
and I for one am ready to make those decisions. 
We have a budget — this is how much money the 
taxpayers of Ulster County have to spend. You have 
to work within that — if that means making cuts, 
that means making cuts. That means not buying 
everything on the wish list. That’s one of the reasons 
I want to run, to make those decisions. We owe it 
to the taxpayer. Now, what each and every one of 
those decisions are going to be, I don’t have that 
information yet, but I guarantee that I will look 
at every dollar sign that comes across my desk. As 
far as lowering taxes, I think that every [public 
servant] has the intention of making taxes lower. 
The problem, though, is so multifaceted that there 
isn’t one answer. I think that eventually taxes can 
come down, but it won’t happen overnight. … I 
will work to lower taxes. It’s a goal, it’s not an end.

John Schoonmaker: I believe it is possible. It 
will take looking over what is an extremely sizable 
budget with a fine-toothed comb, look to see if 
there’s any duplication of services in there. What you 
really need to do is find ways to bring new revenue 
sources to the county. … TechCity just went through 
foreclosure and the county should be doing every-
thing it can to ensure that the property doesn’t sit 
idle, go into disrepair, and that good job-creating 
businesses take its place. 

What’s the future of garbage disposal in Ulster 
County?

Allen: The future of garbage disposal is a 
complex issue as our arrangement to bring solid 
waste up to Seneca Falls outside of Syracuse will 
expire in the following year. The cost of shipping 
solid waste some 243 miles each way is costly and 
environmentally unfriendly as we leave behind a 
large carbon footprint from trucking this waste to 
a burn facility that is so far away. Nobody wants a 
solid waste burn facility in their community within 
Ulster County. Within Ulster County, we have too 
many underground aquifers and open waterways 
that could be contaminated from a solid waste burn 
facility. Ideally, we can find a solid waste burn facility 
that is closer than Seneca Falls. At this point in time, 
the proposed tri-county solid-waste management 
commission between Ulster, Greene and Sullivan 
counties does not seem to be coordinating well to-
gether or making any decisive decisions. This has 
to be improved upon … . Ideally, a positive outcome 
and closer burn facility can be a positive outcome of 
such an arrangement between our three Counties. At 
least the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency 
and the county legislature has implemented some 
new composting mandates for local restaurants and 
applicable businesses, and they have allowed for 
exclusions to such businesses that are within remote 
parts of Ulster County. Improving upon our usage 
and increasing upon our tonnage of composting and 
recycling can assist in alleviating upon how much 
solid waste we are processing out of Ulster County.

Bruno: Personally, I’m not in favor of a mega 
dump in Ulster County at this point. I really want 
to see us push and push hard on the recycling end 
of it. A huge portion of what we send to the landfills 
don’t need to be sent to a landfill. Food garbage and 
organic garbage should be composted. On a smaller 
level, I think it should be created on a county level. 
As a county, I think we can come up with a means. 
What the exact answer is I haven’t figured it out yet, 
but I think that we could have foodstuff materials, 
constructed out of materials that won’t attract 
animals. I think that could reduce a big footprint, 
along with all of the cardboards and metals and 
plastics that are being [thrown away]. I’d like to 
explore the shared services options, too — I know 
that’s been on the burners as we speak. I don’t know 
all of the things that have been accomplished, but I 
think that we assertively need to reduce the amount 
of garbage that we’re creating. I’m all for the bag 
bans and for paper straws.

Schoonmaker: I was recently appointed to the 
Ulster County recycling oversight committee. In 
terms of the garbage situation, the most pressing 
concern is figuring out where we are going to put 
our gardens considering Seneca Falls is going to be 
closed down in the near future. I would like to see 
us implementing programs that would reduce the 
total amount of garbage that we produce. One way 
that we can have a huge impact on that is by impact-
ing a very robust composting program. Ideally, for 
me, I would like to see something similar to what 
happened with recycling where we got curbside 
pickup. When recycling became more available, 
people were more willing to participate in it and 
I think that doing so with composting would have 
the same effect. One thing that I do not see as the 
future of garbage disposal: bringing any sort of 
incinerator.

- Christina Coulter and Dan Barton
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Mautone heads to Suffern
After 20 years in Saugerties, deputy superintendent takes new job

The year of administrative 
changes in the Saugerties school 
district continued last week. Deputy 
superintendent Lawrence Mautone 
is leaving next month to become the 

assistant superintendent of human resources in the 
Suffern school district in Rockland County. 

“This position is a great opportunity to work in a 
district where I will have the room and opportunity 
to continue to grow as an educator,” said Mautone. 
“Everyone that I have met so far in Suffern has been 
very nice, and I am excited to begin a new chapter 
in my career there.”

Mautone was hired as deputy superintendent 
in Saugerties October 2013, selected over a dozen 
other candidates.He took over the position from 

G. Michael Apostol, who left the district to be-
come principal of the high school in the Hoosic 
Valley district. Mautone had previously been the 
principal at Mount Marion Elementary School 
for five years, and was a social studies teacher 
in the district for nearly a decade before that. 
Mautone has a master’s degree in social studies 
secondary education from SUNY New Paltz. His 
administration certification at the Massachusetts 
College of Liberal Arts.

In addition to serving as deputy superintendent, 
Mautone spent the majority of the 2018-19 school 
year as interim superintendent, steering the district 
through its lengthy search to find a replacement 
for former superintendent Seth Turner, who left 
last year to head the Amagansett Union district 
on Long Island. Mautone was one of roughly 40 
candidates who applied for the superintendency, 
which eventually went to Kirk Reinhardt, principal 
of Kingston High School. 

Mautone said district staff had made his dual 
role easier. “Doing the two jobs of deputy and in-
terim superintendent was a great challenge,” said 
Mautone. “I worked as hard as I could this year to 
ensure things would run as smooth as possible. I 
believe we had a very successful year and that is 
due to everyone chipping in to fill in the gaps.”
He praised the staff in the superintendent’s office, 
the business office, and the buildings and grounds 
crew. “I was also fortunate to have a very strong team 
of central office and building level administration 
who do their jobs very well,” Mautone said. “In 
addition, the teachers and assistants and the entire 
school staff were very supportive. Saugerties has a 
great group of dedicated educators working in its 
buildings. Finally, my wife and family at home were 
extremely supportive of me as well.”

President of the school board Robert Thomann 
said Mautone had served the district admirably. 
“He’s done a great job,” Thomann said. “I think this 
was an opportunity for him to make more money, 
which would allow him to retire earlier in life and 
spend more time with his family. I can’t blame him 
for that. Even if your heart wants to stay in a place, 
these opportunities come up from time to time. Any 
successful administrator eventually moves from the 
district they started out in. I can’t say anything but 
good stuff about him. He’s been honest, open and 
hardworking.”

Moving forward, the Saugerties district’s top 
administration will look very different than it did 
a year ago, with Turner, former business manager 
Lissa Jilek, and now Mautone departed. Jane St. 
Amour, currently business manager at the Spen-
cer-Van Etten school district near Ithaca, will take 
on the role of business manager on July 1. Warren 
Donohue and Donald Gottlieb served in an interim 
capacity at that position during the 2018-19 school 
year. 

It’s unclear yet whether the district will seek to 
hire a new deputy supervisor. “We’re not sure about 
that,” said Thomann. “We’re going to talk with the 
incoming superintendent, Mr. Reinhardt, and kind 
of brainstorm to see what he thinks the district’s 
needs are and what support he needs. It might be 
another deputy, it might be an HR person, like a 
director of HR. We’re just not sure right now, and 
we need to talk about it.”

Mautone spoke well about his time in Sauger-
ties. “I am truly appreciative and thankful for the 
20 years I was able to spend in Saugerties,” he 
said. “I was very fortunate to be able to work in a 
great community with great people, great families 
and great students. What made the experience so 
rewarding was being able to work in a number of 
different positions and in a number of different 
buildings that gave me the opportunity to build 
strong working relationships with so many people. 
When I moved into the central office, I also had 
the privilege of being able to work closely with a 
lot of our wonderful community members, too. I 
am sincerely going to miss my office staff, my col-
leagues, the students and the community. I wish all 
the best for the district. I am proud and honored to 
have worked here.”

 – Crispin Kott

Lawrence Mautone
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Stallions close 
to even
But struggles in the field plague Saugerties

T he Saugerties Stallions fell to 
6-7 overall on Monday following a tough 
5-3 loss at Oneonta. The Stallions, 5-5 
in their last 10 games, have fallen into 
fifth place in the six-team East Division 

of the Perfect Game Collegiate Baseball League.
The typically busy week began with Saugerties 

traveling to Glens Falls on Wednesday, June 12. 
The Stallions picked up a 4-3 win, avenging a 9-2 
loss to the Dragons at Cantine Field the previous 
night. Saugerties hurler Nolan Burchill earned the 
win, allowing just one hit while striking out eight 
over five innings of work. Down 2-0 heading into 
the top of the fourth inning, the Stallions halved 
their deficit before taking the lead in the fifth with 
a pair of runs. Neither team hit particularly well, 
but Saugerties made the most of their opportunities, 
scoring four runs on five hits. Catcher Jake Skrine 
led the Stallions with a pair of singles, a walk and 
three runs batted in. Tyler Kelder, Kyle Ofier and 
Mitchell Sanford each singled in the win. 

The Stallions overcame five errors to defeat 
Glens Falls, but could not stake the same claim in a 
seven-error showing the following night, a 9-5 home 
loss to Mohawk Valley. Just three of the Diamond 
Dawgs’ runs were earned. 

By the second inning, Mohawk Valley was up 
3-0, but Saugerties fought back with four runs in 
the home half of the fourth inning. Nolen Hester 
led off with an infield single, followed by a double 
by Fritz Genther. Skrine brought in both baserun-
ners with a double of his own, followed by a Tyler 
Kelder home run. 

But Mohawk Valley scored three runs in both 
the sixth and seventh innings to all but put the 
game away. Kelder’s RBI double in the bottom of 
the seventh showed there were still signs of life in 
the Stallions, but the momentum and game ended 
in the ninth with runners on first and third. Billy 
Black struck out three and gave up three earned 
runs in the Saugerties loss. 

The Stallions hosted the Amsterdam Mohawks 

on Friday night, and though the defense was error-
less, the home team still fell 4-2. Trent Schoeberl 
absorbed the loss on the mound for Saugerties, 
allowing eight hits and a pair of earned runs over 
five innings of work. 

Both teams scored a run apiece in both the 
seventh and ninth innings. 

Saugerties stopped the losing streak at two games 
with a 4-2 win on the road against Elmira on Sat-
urday, a nine-hit affair for the Stallions and their 
second straight game without an error. Kelder, who 
is hitting .450 on the season, led Saugerties with 
a single, a double, a run and an RBI, while all but 
one player on the team hit a single. Griffin Davis 
earned the win for the Stallions, striking out four 
and walking three in two innings of relief. 

The wet weather has wreaked havoc with the 
Stallions’ schedule over the past few days, but they’ll 
return home to Cantine Field to host the Oneonta 
Outlaws on Friday, June 21 at 7:05 p.m. After a quick 
trip to Glens Falls, the Stallions are back at Cantine 
on Sunday, June 23 to host Amsterdam. Oneonta 
is back in Saugerties two days later. 
       
 - Crispin Kott

SPORTS  |  BASEBALL
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OPINION
LETTERS

Schoonmaker for legislature
Saugerties Town  Councilman John Schoonmak-

er is running in the Democratic primary on June 
25 to represent District 2 in the Ulster County 
Legislature. He has served the Town of Saugerties 
well. Among his many accomplishments, John is an 
effective liaison to the Historic Preservation Com-
mission, Tourism Committee and the Saugerties 
Animal Shelter. He has worked diligently with our 
terrific Town Supervisor, Fred Costello, to make 
Saugerties a beacon for green energy, pushing for 
solar and other renewable energy for the town and 
promoting the use of electric cars by town employ-
ees. Before becoming an elected official, John fought 
to preserve our clean air and safe water and stop 
pipelines and dumps that threaten our community. 
John will bring that commitment and dedication 
to the Ulster County Legislature. 

John is about serving his constituents, not him-
self. As a town councilman, he has held regular office 
hours to allow residents to share their concerns and 
ideas. Noteworthy is that John is a great listener. 
When I see him around town, he is listening intently 
rather than talking over people. Being a respectful 
and energetic team player, John will represent us 
well in the Ulster County Legislature. 

Christine Dinsmore

Saugerties

Al Bruno for district 2 
legislature

Over the past several years I have watched my hus-
band, Al Bruno work towards the good of our com-
munity! Serving on  several  local committees as well 
as being very involved with his Unionatwork, (SEIU 
1199). He focuses on the needs fthe people not poli-
tics! With a common sense approach and his passion, 
Al Bruno is a man for the people...not the politics.
Join me on Tuesday June 25th when we vote in the 
Independence primary  to elect Al Bruno!  Let us 

help him, bring back values and common sense to 
our community! Vote Al Bruno for UC Legislator 
District 2.

Lisa M Bruno

Saugerties

Ice rink renovations
The Town Board, at its meeting of June 12, 

2019 voted to approve the resolution authorizing 
the replacement of the roof at the Kiwanis Ice 
Arena. Supervisor Fred Costello Jr. and town board 
members Mike MacIsaac, John Schoonmaker and 
Leeanne Thornton voted yes. Town Board member 
Paul Andreassen abstained, casting no vote on the 
project.

This was an exciting evening where children and 
adults involved in figure skating, ice hockey and 
recreational skating along with teachers, coaches 
and parents cheered the final vote. 

One parent, who supported the project, had 
concerns about the cost, but was delighted after 
receiving a financial report from Greg Chorvas, 
Department Head of Parks and Buildings indicating 
that the ice rink revenue sources would cover the 
cost of the renovation.

Investing in our ice rink not only ensures an 
exceptional recreational venue for our citizens, but 
also serves as a tourist attraction and economic 
driver for Saugerties.

Congratulations to all who made their voices 
heard.

Mike Harkavy

Saugerties

Voting for Allen again
I am writing this letter in strong support of Chris 

Allen for re-election into the Ulster County Legis-
lature. My mom and I have voted for Chris since he 

first ran for office in 2013. In four years of service, 
Legislator Allen was very prompt and expedient in 
his service to the residents of his legislative district. 
When my mom was receiving residential rehabil-
itation at an area nursing home and she began to 
have difficulties with her insurance coverage, Leg-
islator Allen was very helpful in providing me with 
guidance so that I could file an insurance appeal on 
behalf of my mom. I have also seen the work that 
Legislator Allen has done on behalf of the residents 
of Saugerties and Malden and particularly in my 
development in Barclay Heights. 

On June 25, vote for Chris Allen in the Dem-
ocratic Party Primary and write him in for the 
Independence Party and Working Families Party 
primaries. Chris has a proven track record of ser-
vice, he is highly competent, knowledgeable and 
intelligent, and he is the best candidate for the job 
out of the three choices.

Elizabeth Shay

Saugerties

The last straw
At every news brief, political discussion we must 

be subjected to President Trump’s rude, boastful, 
derogatory, narcissistic, mostly untrue statements. 
In our face, his less than presidential tweets. I have 
slowly realized that a strong, unpleasant gut reaction 
occurs within me whenever he speaks or is even seen.

The latest demeaning, rude, gauche comments 
given in his explicit, blunt, back-alley-like demeanor 
occurred tearing apart some Democratic candidates. 
Biden was called useless, Warren referred to as 
Pocahontas. His subtle, snide, bigoted comment 
about gay Mayor Pete Buttigieg, implying he was 
less than nothing. This was the last straw that broke 
the proverbial camel’s back.

Here is a young man, who at age 38 has a Harvard 
degree, is a Rhodes  Scholar, war veteran,   elected  a 
mayor, who offers  sane, intelligent, clear, visionary 
plans for this country. 

I will not expose  my spirit any longer to Trump’s 
derogatory implications and rudeness. The mute 
button will be used to the max. The man embarrasses 
me as our leader of the free world. 

When President Roosevelt was leader of our 
great nation he told his public relations people. 
“Say nothing about my opponent whether good or 
bad. It is free publicity for him. Speak only of what 
good I’ve done for the country and what I plan to 
do for the country.” FDR had what we call, ‘class’ to 
which Trump’s billions have given him not one iota.

Joyce Benedict

Hyde Park

Attention: Independence 
Party voters

On Tuesday June 25, 2019, there will be an In-
dependence Party Primary.   

This year Paul Andreassen, Al Bruno and Mary 
Wawro  have all been granted the Independence 
Party line. Nevertheless, since there are other can-
didates who are also seeking this line, there will be 
a Primary to decide which candidate will appear on 
the ballot in November.   

There are 761 people from Saugerties who are 
enrolled in the Independence Party (one of whom 
is Paul Andreassen) and two years ago, when Paul ran 
for a seat on the Town Board, he got 520 votes on 
the Independence line.  Paul is hoping to get as 
many votes in the Independence Party Primary on 
June 25th. 

Paul Andreassen is a very unique person with a 
very impressive life’s résumé. He’s a lifelong resident 
of Saugerties who has championed volunteerism 
near and far (Saugerties, as well as other local 
towns and other states in this country). He has 
consistently demonstrated his love for his hometown 
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and its people. Paul, a popular local, is known far 
and wide for his band, The Paul Luke Band, which 
has volunteered on so many occasions in support of 
worthy charity events and other local causes. He’s 
both a man of honor and a gentleman, and has lived 
up to his promise to put people over politics. Paul 
is hoping that the 520 people who voted for him 
two years ago will come out once again and support 
him on Primary Day.

Mary Wawro, who had been granted the Inde-
pendence line, will also face a primary this year. Two 
years ago, Mary received 159-votes from the 287 
registered voters in District 1 on the Independence 
Party line.  She is running for re-election to the 
Ulster County Legislature for District 1 again this 
year and hopes to get as many as, if not more than, 
the number of votes she got last time on the Inde-
pendence line. Mary has been very dedicated to all 
the causes of the people in her District.  

Then newcomer to elected office is Al Bruno, who 
has a world of technical knowledge and community 
experience. In addition to attending more than 90% 
of town board meetings over the last several years, 
Al has also served on many town committees (as-
sessment, ethics, transportation, conservation) and 
is an extremely active supporter of our troops, both 
sending packages worldwide while they are away 
and supporting them upon their return home. Al is 
running for County Legislator in District 2. Al has 
also been granted the Independence line but will 
face  a write-in challenger.   

Paul Andreassen, Al Bruno and Mary Wawro will 
no doubt put the people of Saugerties first over 
politics. We ask that members of the Independence 
Party come out on Tuesday June 25 and give these 
fine, hard-working individuals your support. They 
deserve it and they will not let you down.

George Heidcamp, Saugerties Conservative 

Committee

Saugerties

Schoonmaker for legislature
John Schoonmaker serves on the Saugerties 

Town Board and now seeks to gain election to the 
Ulster County Legislature representing District 2. 

Unlike so many of his generation — he’s 28 — he 
believes passionately in the ability of government at 
all levels to make a difference in our lives.

John knows we must address our changing 
climate locally, as well as nationally and interna-
tionally. He worked hard to help make Saugerties 
a Climate Smart Community. The future for our 
children and grandchildren depends on taking 
positive action..

I have been impressed with John on other issues 
as well. He understands why so many of his class-
mates from Saugerties have left the area to seek 
better opportunities. He looks forwards to bringing 
new education programs and jobs to the area. The 
opioid epidemic also must be addressed.

But even while discussing new initiatives, John 
is ever mindful of the burden of property taxes in 
the lives of residents. He worked with the current 
Town Board and Supervisor Costello to keep taxes 
from rising.

John now wants to put the experience he has 
gained to work at the level of Ulster County gov-
ernment. The first step in that process is winning 
the Democratic primary election on June 25th. I 
urge all Democrats to turn out and give your vote 
to John Schoonmaker.

Kathy Gordon

Saugerties

Letter of support for Paul 
Andreassen

I have known Paul Andreassen for many years, 
he is truly a man of integrity, and I am taking this 
quote from the internet “Integrity is choosing your 
thoughts and actions based on values rather than 
personal gain.” Anyone who knows Paul knows this 
to be true. A true public servant is serving all tax 
payers. Paul has the experience and the wisdom to 
govern our town in the right direction with financial 
accountability and discipline. Please consider Paul 
on the Independence Line.  

Robert Briody

Saugerties

Supporting Schoonmaker 
I was eager and proud to support John 

Schoonmaker when he tossed his hat in the ring 

for Saugerties Town Board. He has not disappoint-
ed. John has proven himself to be a stalwart protector 
of the environment and committed to seeing  ur town 
grow as a leader in the green movement. 

I encourage you to reach out to John and get to 
know him. You only need to have a conversation 
with John to discern his passion for the environment 
and the Town of Saugerties. Having conversations 
and sharing ideas with John couldn’t be easier.   
Throughout his term as Councilman he has made 
himself available by holding regular office hours, 
encouraging his constituents to reach out with 
their concerns and questions. He will represent you.

Let’s let John bring his level of commitment 
to renewable energy and the environment to the 
County level. I urge you to join me in supporting 
John Schoonmaker for Ulster County Legislative 
District 2 in the upcoming Democratic and Working 
Families primary on June 25. 

Virginia Luppino

Saugerties

Allen for legislature
I am writing in support of Chris Allen for re-elec-

tion into the Ulster County Legislature. When I first 
met Chris over ten years ago, I was very impressed 
with his intelligence and knowledge. If you talk 
with Chris, he seems to know almost everything 
about a large number of subjects related to politics 
and government operations. Chris has always been 
informative and detailed in how he interacts with 
all voters. If Chris tells you something, you can be 
confident that his information and ideas are truthful, 
accurate and legitimate.

Being a registered Democrat, Chris has been very 
active in issues and causes that resonate with my 
values. Chris has attended a number of Saugerties 
Board of Education meetings and has written nu-
merous letters against Common Core testing and 
in support of equitable funding for rural school 
districts. Chris has marched on the picket lines 
with striking union workers and has marched with 
the Alliance for a Quality Education in Albany for 
more school funding and in support of teachers. 

Chris has been active in improving upon the 
treatment for those afflicted with Lyme disease, 
and spreading awareness about Lyme. Chris is 
passionate about improving upon our healthcare 
system and tending to the needs of the elderly.

As an independent filmmaker, I am also pleased 
to see how Chris has been supportive of the Hudson 
Valley Film Commission as he was instrumental in 
organizing our yearly meetings in Saugerties.

On June 25, vote for Chris Allen in the Dem-
ocratic Party Primary and write Chris in for the 
Independence Party and Working Families Party 
primaries. Chris is the best candidate for the job 
as our legislator.

Katie Cokinos

Saugerties

Proud Of Town Police
Rumors are insidious things in that they allow 

falsehoods to be spread under-the-radar, person to 
person, with no accountability as to ownership. One 
such rumor circulating in parts of our community is 
that Town Supervisor Fred Costello, Jr. is too “cozy” 
with the police department. The insinuation here is 
that the police department gets special favors from 
the Supervisor; that police officers are overpaid; and 
that police officers are not trained and qualified. 
Hogwash to all of these. Let’s take a look at the facts. 

First, the town’s police officers are highly trained 
and highly qualified. The Town of Saugerties police 
is an accredited law enforcement agency, accred-
ited by the New York State Law Enforcement 
Accreditation Council. They are also well trained 
and up-to-date on police practices, procedures and 
knowledge. For example, this past February Chief 
Sinagra, Officer David Stoutenburg and Dispatcher 
Vera White graduated from a special 40-hour Crisis 
Intervention Training Program focusing on mental 
health, substance abuse and behavioral health cri-
ses. And this past May Officer Jennifer Culver and 
her narcotics sniffing dog Romulus, who not only 
do their primary work in Saugerties but also assist 
other municipalities when needed and available, 
took first place in the National Certification Trials 
over 24 other officer/dog entrants from around 
the country. Saugerties police officers also often 
receive special county recognition such as at the 
April 17 Town Board meeting when two Saugerties 
police officers received Ulster County Certificates 

of Commendation for their work in reducing DWI.
Town police also receive regular training in 

new policing methods and the legal issues relating 
to defense and prosecution, as well as receiving 
specialized instruction at policing centers such 
as the hostage negotiator school, the crime scene 
technician school and the crime scene photography 
school. (See the Saugerties Police Department’s End 
of Year Reports.) 

Finally, are our police officers overpaid? Quite the 
contrary. As made clear in the April 15, 2018 article 
“Saugerties Police Department experiencing high 
turnover” in HV1 (hudsonvalley1.com), Saugerties 
often loses officers to other area municipalities that 
offer higher pay than we do. Another tribute to the 
high quality and capability of our police officers, 
although we’d much prefer to keep them here. 

So, we have a town police force of which we can 
and should be proud, and if this is in any way due to 
the Town Supervisor and the Chief of Police being 
on good terms with each other and being able to 
communicate with each other and work well with 
each other, then we should be happy about it; and 
whoever is spreading these baseless rumors about 
the supervisor being too “cozy” with the police 
should be ashamed of themselves.

David H. Smilow

Saugerties

Paul vs. Fred? Why?
I voted for Paul Andreassen for the town board 

in 2017. I am disappointed that, after only a short 
time into his four-year term, he is running for 
Town Supervisor against Fred Costello.  Paul ran 
with Fred in 2017 and supported his platform. 
Fred has done great things for Saugerties as our 
Town Supervisor. What is the motivation for Paul 
running against Fred? Why doesn’t Paul roll up his 
sleeves, get the work done in the position he was 
elected to serve, and continue to help Fred make 
our town successful? 

I don’t understand why Paul wants to challenge 
a supervisor who has accomplished the things he 
said he would, who made thoughtful decisions along 
the way, who sought consensus from the Board (on 
which Paul sits), and who saved the town money 
doing it!  We already have an exceptional supervisor 
in Fred Costello and I’m sticking with him. I’m voting 
for Fred to remain our supervisor and keep working 
on our behalf. Paul, please reconsider your run, get 
more experience serving our town, and finish out 
the term you were elected to in the first place. This 
is not a popularity contest. This is about the what is 
best for our town — now and for the future.  

Nejla Liias

Saugerties

Costello fighting the dumps
I am supporting Saugerties  Town Supervisor 

Fred Costello in his re-election bid. Here is why: 
Fred has demonstrated that he will fight for the 
rights of citizens against illegal dumping. He has 
shown over the past few months a deep commitment 
to defending the town laws and zoning codes against 
a dump operator who is ignoring laws that protect 
the citizens of Saugerties from toxic materials in our 
land and water, unsafe conditions at the dump site 
entrances and gigantic piles of who-knows-what 
that, as they currently stand, are causing a blight 
on the natural scenery. 

Fred understands that our community is based 
on the acceptance of and adherence to laws and 
codes. He has diligently sought every legal re-
course available and has applied pressure to the 
Department of Conservation and local and state 
politicians to get them involved in shutting down 
these dump sites. I believe that the DEC raids of 
the dump sites a few weeks ago were the result of 
Fred’s continued pressure on the agency. The entire 
community, Fred included, is waiting expectantly 
for the results of those tests and how they bear on 
the DEC’s ongoing investigation.

Lastly, Fred realizes how badly these dump 
sites could affect the economy of Saugerties. If the 
dump site is allowed to continue, what will stop 
other potential dumpers from opening their own 
Construction and Demolition waste sites along 
Route 212? And what will happen to the property 
values along the road then? Do any of us want to 
continue living next to these catastrophes? No, we 
don’t. So we will fight. And Fred Costello will be 
there fighting right along side us.

Greg Cornell

Saugerties
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Support Paul Andreassen
I’ve known Paul since 1971. He is and always has 

been a man of integrity. The type of man that will 
always make the choice that benefits all and never 
for personal gain. 

Paul has been fiscally responsible in his personal 
and business life and I’m sure we can count on 
him to do the same in public service. Paul has the 
knowledge and wisdom to govern our town in the 
right direction cohesively. Paul looks at the issues 
vefore him doing right for all and does not take 
party sides. He’s a fair man. 

Please consider adding Paul to the Indepen-
dence Line. 

Mark Dupre

Saugerties

Andreassen: Genuine, 
accountable, responsible

I have known Paul Luke Andreassen the entire 
42 years I’ve been on this earth! I cannot think of 
a better candidate to represent the people of our 
town.  Paul is genuine, accountable, responsible 
and has the foresight and wisdom to lead our town.

Having grown up with Paul as one of my par-
ents closest friends, I’ve had the opportunity to see 
him in both personal and professional roles and he 
takes each and every role very seriously. When my 
childhood home burnt down, Paul had a benefit to 
support my family. When my parents divorced, Paul 
was there to help us make adjustments for energy 
efficiency and heating in our home so our bills were 
more manageable. 

Just this month he was part of another benefit in 
support of my 15-year-old niece who is going through 
cancer treatment. My husband and I hired Paul to 
inspect our home prior to purchasing it knowing he 
had my husband, my kids and me at the forefront 
of his mind to be sure we were purchasing a sound 
and safe home. 

In short, Paul Luke Andreassen is not only a 
lifelong resident of our little mountain town, his 
reputation as a loyal friend, honest businessman, 
thorough building inspector, responsible builder, 
talented musician, dedicated family man amongst 
many other ‘hats,’ his humble nature, profes-
sional and life experience will surely benefit our 
town. Please consider Paul on the Independence 
Party line. 

Lauren Marcello Ruberg 

Saugerties

Letter of support for Paul 
Andreassen

I have known Paul Andreassen for many years, he 
is truly a man of integrity. He is a brother, husband 
and  father. I am lucky to call him a friend because 
he always has time to offer advice/ experience on 
any matter. 

He offers a pragmatic realistic view of our town/
village and its needs. A true public servant is serv-
ing all tax payers. Paul has the experience and the 
wisdom to govern our town in the right direction-
with financial accountability and discipline. Please 
consider Paul on the Independence Line.

Matt Ruberg

Saugerties

Ice rink roof information 
was available

At our regularly scheduled June 12th Town 
Board meeting the board approved a long awaited 
roof replacement project for the ice rink. However, 
I was very disappointed by councilman Andreas-
sen’s comments to the Kingston Freeman. In his 
comments, he suggested that a lack of information 
is what motivated him to abstain from voting on 
the ice rink project. This comment is disappointing 
and inaccurate. This project has been a subject of 
discussion for years. 

Back in January of 2018 newly elected Coun-
cilman Andreassen and recently appointed Board 
Liaison to Parks & Recreation and Buildings & 
Grounds attended the first of many meetings to 
discuss the failing roof at the ice rink. As consensus 
developed for the project, not only was the entire 
Town Board, including Mr. Andreassen, provided 
all copies of the planning documents, the bid doc-
uments and the financial documents, but those 
documents were also made available to anyone 
who wanted them. The widespread availability of 
the information regarding the project was appar-
ent during public comment period at our June 12 
Town Board meeting. Speakers who offer comments 
for the board’s consideration referenced the same 
information that was provided to the Town Board 
for its consideration of the project.  

The only information that was not widely 
available for consideration by the Town Board or 
the public was the information Mr. Andreassen 
compiled through private communications with 
our consultants and vendors who were engaged by 
the town to offer potential solutions for the ice rink 

roof replacement. Summary of those conversations 
and emails were not shared by Mr. Andreassen with 
the board or the public for our benefit or consider-
ation. The only reason I am aware that these com-
munications even exist is, occasionally, I would be 
accidentally copied in on an email or a reply to Mr. 
Andreassen. Whatever motivated Mr. Andreassen 
not to participate in the voting on the Town Board’s 
effort to repair a failing roof on a signature town 
facility is unknown to me, but he cannot legitimately 
argue that he did not have enough information to 
make an informed decision on an issue that he 
has been actively participating in for over a year 
and a half.   Regardless, Mr. Andreessen’s lack of 
transparency does not serve the public’s interest, 
nor does it provide any useful information to the 
Town Board in our attempt to resolve a leaky roof. 

Fred Costello Jr., Town of Saugerties 

Supervisor

Saugerties

I will serve 
with diligence and logic

During the six plus years that I have been in-
volved in Ulster County politics, I have witnessed 
numerous candidates for elective office disseminate 
ideas that are not feasible, legal or practical. Un-
fortunately, nearly all of these types of candidates 
lack the cognitive proclivities to understand how 
the basic tenants of law-making and policy-setting 
processes are applied. 

In the structure and application of Municipal 
Law, there are instances where Federal and State 
Laws (and associative processes) supersede County 
and local-level Laws. In other specific cases, local 
municipalities have their own sovereign rights to 
set their own local zoning laws and other types of 
local Laws. In the field of government operations, 
this is referred to as “Home Rule Law.” 

As an experienced Legislator who holds two 
Graduate-level Degrees, I possess a deep under-
standing of how specific laws supersede one another 
and in what legal instances “Home Rule Law’ is 
applied. I fully understand what legal authorities 
a County Legislator possesses and what laws and 
policies a County Legislator is capable of making 
and which ones they are not. I understand that a 
County Legislator is not able to set policies that 
determine what specific environmental policies 
and restrictions are going to be established against 
fossil fuel industry development, as this is an issue 
where State-level agencies determine such policies 
that individual counties must follow. 

In the last decade, a New York State ban of hy-
dro-fracking was passed which all counties must 
follow. Conversely; however, the Town of Saugerties 
under “Home Rule Law” is able to restrict the ex-
pansion of new gas stations being developed under 
their own Zoning Laws.

As an experienced legislator who voted for 
four budgets that reduced county property taxes, 
I realize that no funding from the Ulster County 
budget will be used to pay for a parking garage to 
be built in Saugerties or any other municipalities 
within Ulster County.

During my four years in the legislature, I wrote 
the Lyme Disease Awareness Policy that the Ul-
ster County Department of Health applies, and I 
wrote three memorializing resolutions that called 
for reforms and protections in State and Federal 
Health Care Laws that would improve upon your 
ability to have control over your own healthcare 
records and for improvements to be made within 
our healthcare system.

In my third term in office, I will write several 
policies that will call for improvements to be made 
within the Office for the Aging and within the De-
partment of Social Services. I will recommend to 
the County Executives’ Office that we add a position 
in order to further assist elderly patients of nursing 
homes and hospitals when they receive termination 
notices from their insurance plans. Fiscally, there 
are specific (vacant) budget-line positons that 
can be utilized to pay for such additional services 
without raising taxes. In addition, I will continue 
to serve with logical votes and due diligence and 
help those in need.

Chris Allen

Saugerties

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Movin’ on up
Two Kingston projects years in the 

making marked significant milestones 
this week, taking important steps toward 
their larger ambitions. In doing so, they 
provided clues about the new directions 

toward which the Ulster County economy is evolving. 
They are harbingers of change.

On Monday, architect Scott Dutton’s 68,944-square-
foot Fuller building at 45 Pine Grove Avenue hosted 
mayor Steve Noble’s announcement of the expansion 
of software analytics and search engine optimizer 
Exago. A longtime occupant of office space on the 
corner of Wall and John streets, Connecticut-head-
quartered Exago is moving its Kingston jobs to the 
Fuller building. It will occupy 8800 square feet on 
the third floor of the totally renovated former historic 
needle-trades and hat-making plant, formerly one of 
Kingston’s largest factories employing hundreds of 
people. Exago, which currently employs 63 people 
between its two locations, said it will employ 40 
people in its new Kingston space and expects to add 
25 more in the next two years.  

On Tuesday, developer Charles Blaichman formal-
ly opened the Hotel Kinsley, Kingston’s first boutique 
hotel, at the former bank building at 301 Wall Street 
in the Stockade — directly across John 
Street from the space Exago will now be 
vacating. The hotel portion of the Kinsley 
will be opening in the coming weeks and 
is now accepting reservations. The vision 
behind the place is in diametric contrast to 
the now-numerous standard cookie-cutter 
chain hotels in the Kingston-Saugerties 
corridor, where all the guest rooms are 
almost identical. Blaichman said that 
the Kinsley room rates start at $250 per 
night. Later in the summer Fare & Main, 
a take-out and provisions market, and a 
wood-fired pizza restaurant called Lola’s, 
is expected to open opposite the county 
office building on Fair and Main streets.

While patiently fixing the distressed, 
cavernous, more-than-century-old Fuller 
building for the past two years, Dutton and 
his staff have been seeking tenants, mostly 
using word of mouth. Working without 
real-estate professional help, they have 
succeeded in signing up a mix of Kingston 
businesses, individual entrepreneurs, and 
people relocating from other places around 
the country. 

All the space is now spoken for. Dutton 
estimates that it’ll take another half-year 
for the first- and third-floor spaces to be 
fitted out and all the tenant operations to 
be in place. At the Monday press confer-
ence, he said the increase in the number 
of creative people in midtown Kingston in 
the past three years “has just astounded me.” 

The 49-seat restaurant on the ground floor of 
the Hotel Kinsley was very busy last Saturday night, 
though the place wasn’t formally open yet. Newly 
hired waitstaff hurried around the informal-looking 
but carefully designed space. 

The restaurant entrance is on Wall Street, while 
the hotel guests can enter through a door around the 
corner on John Street. There are four guest rooms 
on the second floor, including a luxurious multi-
room suite, and six on the third floor. The rooms 
have been appointed with the help of an interior 
designer, and each is quite distinctively appointed. 
Blaichman said that several Ulster County people had 
recently expressed interest to him in renting rooms 
for staycations. 

For both Dutton and Blaichman, what has 
been accomplished to date is part of a broader scheme. 
Nearly a quarter of the Fuller building is common 
space. The renters will get to know each other. Dutton’s 
ambition was as much to create a work community 
as to rent space. As New York City-born colossus 
WeWork expresses it, co-working businesses are 
enticed “to join our brilliant community of creators.” 

Some co-working spaces have thrived, while others 
seem never to have gotten off the ground. Dutton’s 
feeling seems to be that his well-designed space and 
supportive landlord services can make a big difference 
at the Fuller building.

Exago  Co-founder and chief executive officer Stew 
Meyers said working with Dutton had been “more 
a coming together than a negotiation.” Touching 
an optimistic note, he said he “looked forward to 
running out of space and having Scott provide us 
another building.”  

Blaichman and his longtime real-estate partners 
have substantial operations in New York City. For the 
most part, they’ve been successful in anticipating market 
trends, and have accumulated a substantial portfolio. 
Blaichman, who has owned a house in Woodstock for 
close to 45 years,  bought the Forst meat-packing plant 
on Abeel Street about 20 years ago. He tried to build 
the Noah Hotel on it, but the financing dried up. But 
he never lost sight of Kingston’s potential. 

In the past few years Blaichman has spent about 
$10 million buying and fixing nine Stockade prop-
erties, some for rent as office space and others for 
conversion into a decentralized boutique hotel with 
about 40 units of accommodations in all. The Kinsley 

is the first completed part his plan. What percentage 
occupancy did he anticipate from the boutique hotel? 
“As much as we can get,” he responded quickly. He 
added that he expected at least 65 or 70 percent.

Dutton and Blaichman both have consid-
erable experience in the management of development. 
Dutton’s is more local. He came to Kingston about 
20 years ago. He knows who’s reliable in the Hudson 
Valley construction industry and who isn’t. He’s worked 
with the same crew of people on different projects. 

Blaichman is more familiar with the complex and 
highly specialized agglomerations of New York City. 
Many of the ex-Manhattanites in the food, design and 
building worlds he now works with were burnt out 
with city life. They wanted out. It’s one of the charms 
of the Hudson Valley to be the place to which many 
of them look to move. Some of them are Dutton’s 
tenants and will be guests at Blaichman’s hotel.

Taavo Somer, a partner in the restaurant at the 
Hotel Kinsley and a well-known restaurant designer 
in New York City, was one of those who found the 
constant driving back and forth from Ulster County 
and New York City grueling. In partnership with 
Blaichman and his colleagues, he’s now developing 
an upscale resort at the site of the former Rondout 
Country Club and golf course in Accord. 

Last Wednesday the Ulster County IDA restruc-
tured its tax-exempt bonding for Inness NY, LLC 
by $2.9 million because the Somer team had been 
working on the golf course prior to receiving final IDA 
approval. Somer, who owns and lives in a stone house 
in Marbletown, accepted the need for an amended 
application with relatively good grace.

Zak Pelaccio, who several years ago decamped from 
New York City to Hudson, had similar experiences. 
Pelaccio, a well-known chef who’s a consultant on 
the menu at the Kinsley restaurant, told a Vice food 

reporter a year ago that he needed a change of 
pace from a city life where he had found himself 
“stuck in that hamster wheel of working, staying 
out late, having to get up early, working.” His 
family started weekending in the Hudson Valley 
in 2005, and kept extending his weekends. “And 
then when we came up here, everything just 
clicked,” he told the reporter. The region, the 
Old Chatham resident continued, was “full of 
people who left the city for a more rural life, 
to take the pay cut and want to slow down.”

Taavo Somer and his wife Courtney have 
two children whose middle names are Lake 
and Skye. 

A design and aromatherapy business called 
Lake & Skye has signed up for 900 square feet 
in the Fuller building. Courtney Somer’s a de-
signer, an entrepreneur, a student of alternative 
healing and wellness, a writer, and a seller of 
aromatherapy products.

The search for greener pastures has been 
a part of New York City life for at least two 
centuries. It has taken on different forms de-
pending on social, economic and technological 
linkages. In the 1960s and 1970s, many of these 
refugees were willing to be local shopkeepers 
or long-distance commuters. Their contem-
porary counterparts see their knowledge and 
contacts providing them the hope of a more 
moneyed future. They’re more likely to expect 
to make a living through the Internet or to 
retain consulting gigs in the Big Apple.

Some of them will succeed. Others won’t.        

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

— Features —
In-house Bocci Court 

Shuffleboard Court • Golf Putting Green 
Paved Walking Paths

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living   
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

Who’s there? 

Almost a quarter of the 68,944 square feet of 
total space in the Fuller building at 45 Pine Grove 
Avenue in Midtown Kingston is devoted to common 

areas.
Here’s a list of the tenants and the amount of  space they occupy. 

FIRST FLOOR:
River Radiology, 25,327 square feet
Bethany Obrecht, I Found My Animal, 3585 square feet
Rebecca Miller Ffrench, Upstate Table, 1531 square feet
Andrew Moore, photographer, 2500 square feet
Eleven Six Storage (studio space), 900 square feet.

SECOND FLOOR:
Francis P. Flynn, CPA, 2631 square feet
Eleven Six Storage (storage space), 700 square feet
Courtney Somer, Lake & Sky, 900 square feet
Kat Hammill, River Mint Finery, 521 square feet
Nora Machione-Weiss, Pilates of Kingston, 933 square feet
William van Roden, 726 square feet
Jason O’Malley of The Rural Modernist shares space with van Roden 

but has a separate entrance
Sari Botton, Kingston Writers’ Workshop, 269 square feet.

THIRD FLOOR:
Exago, Embedded BI and analytics, 8801 square feet
Sean Dimin, Sea to Table, 690 square feet
Amara Projansky, Luminary Publishing, 1942 square feet.
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location.  Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Prism Properties of Ulster 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
5/29/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to 607 
Kings Highway, Saugerties, 
NY 12477. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Spa 21 Kingston LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/20/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Business Filings 
Incorporated, 187 Wolf Rd., 
Ste. 101, Albany, NY 12205. 
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Well-Being Construction LLC, 

Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 4/2/2019. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as 

agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to Business Filings 
Incorporated, 187 Wolf Rd., 
Ste. 101, Albany, NY 12205. 
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Cykas LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 8/20/2018. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
Claude Dal Farra, 7 Old Pilgrims 
Way, Kerhonkson, NY 12446. 
General Purpose.

 LEGAL NOTICE
 Notice is hereby given that 

the Village of Saugerties Plan-
ning Board will hold a public 
hearing on July 10 at 6:30 pm 
in the Municipal Building, 43 
Partition Street, Hooks Room 
of the Fire Department. The 
purpose of the public hearing is 
to receive comment on the Site 
Plan and Special Use application 
for Arm of the Sea, 61 East 
Bridge Street, Saugerties, NY. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Nabila-Nidal, LLC, Art. of Org.  
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 03/15/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 410 Riverside Drive, 
#121, New York NY 10025.   
Purpose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company (LLC): 
NAME:   TERRA GROUP, 

LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 05/09/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: TERRA GROUP, LLC. 395 
ROUTE 212 SAUGERTIES, NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful act 
or activities. Latest date upon 

which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION LLC
Brooklyn 11-19 LLC, a lim-

ited liability company filed its 
Articles of Organization with 
the New York State Secretary 
of State on May 14, 2019. The 
office of the LLC is to be located 
in Greene County in the State 
of New York. The Secretary of 
State is designated as the agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The 
post office address within or 
without this state to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a 
copy of any process against the 
LLC served is: ATTN: Brooklyn 
11-19 LLC, P.O. Box 123, 
Palenville, New York 12463. 
The LLC has been organized 
for the purpose of conducting 
any lawful business in the State 
of New York.

LEGAL NOTICE
OUT TO PASTURE LLC
Notice of Formation of a Lim-

LEGAL NOTICES

ited Liability Company (“LLC”): 
Name: OUT TO PASTURE LLC, 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 5/3/2019, 
Office Location: Ulster County, 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served, SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: 6181 Greenbush 
Road, Charlotte, Vermont 
05445.  Purpose: to engage 
in any act or activity for which 
an LLC may be organized under 
the NY LLC Law. 

LEGAL NOTICE
9526 Ave L LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 5/15/2019. Cty: 
Greene. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 138 Vienna Woods 
Rd., Purling, NY 12470.General 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
9524 Ave L LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 

NY (SSNY) 5/15/2019. Cty: 
Greene. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 138 Vienna Woods 
Rd., Purling, NY 12470.General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
82-84 GLENFORD - WITTEN-

BERG RD. LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
6/5/2019. Office  in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
2910 Route 9W, Saugerties, 
NY 12477, which is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
250 SPILLWAY LLC Articles 

of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/5/2019. Office  in 
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall  mail 
process to 2910 Route 9W,  
Saugerties, NY 12477, which 
is also the principal business 

In the zone
Village planners have questions 
about auto-parts store proposed 
for Ulster Avenue

T raffic patterns and landscap-

ing were the main topics of discus-
sion in the village planning board’s 
ongoing review of a plan to construct 
an AutoZone store on Ulster Avenue 

at Railroad Avenue. The size of the building has 
raised some concerns. It’s to be 64 by 115 feet, or 
7360 square feet in all. The board continued its 
discussion of the project at its regular meeting on 
June 12.

Part of the site is in the village and part in the 
town. The proposed building is entirely in the village. 
The board had a list of questions from engineer 
Bruce Utter of Praetorius and Conrad. Barry Meden-
bach, attorney for the applicant, said that he and the 
developers would go over the engineer’s letter and 
respond to his comments point by point, probably 
by the next ZBA meeting on July 10.

Though no one spoke at the public hearing on 
the project, the board kept the hearing open until 
the next meeting. Planning Board Chairman Mary 
Leahy said that the board has a time limit of 62 
days to make a decision once a public hearing is 
closed, and there are still issues to be sorted out. 
The board will accept written comments up to its 
meeting on July 10.  

One issue that the town is handling is the provi-
sion of a commercial driveway for truck entry and 
exit onto Railroad Avenue. Leahy asked whether the 
applicant would be required to obtain a driveway 
permit. Developer John Joseph said this matter had 
not been discussed by the town planning board.

After describing the layout of sewer lines from 
the property, attorney Medenbach, said that the 
facility would use less water and generate less 
wastewater than a residential dwelling would have. 
“It’s a handful of employees, and I doubt they use 
100 gallons a day,” he said.

Joseph presented a landscaping plan that 
addressed some of the comments the board 
members had made at the prior meeting. 
The proposed honey locusts planned along the 
border between the AutoZone property and a 
neighbor aroused some critical discussion. Honey 
locusts grow fairly quickly, have a big canopy that 
provides a lot of shade, and turn golden in the fall, 
Joseph said. “They provide a very small leaf that 
doesn’t clog the drainage system,” he said.

Board member Scott Roeber pointed out that 
locusts have a shallow, wide root system, which 
could be a problem for the longevity of the tree. 
Joseph responded that his company had planted 
locusts in a rocky area, where they had to create a 
space for each tree, and “that was 15 years ago, and 
the trees are still there.” 

Roeber responded that these trees’ roots were 
forced to go down, and this is not the way the nat-
urally grow. Leahy said that a member of the tree 
commission had told her that they had problems 

with locusts, which she said were prone to disease. 
She also cited a report that indicated that the soil 
may be too shallow to support the number of trees 
the developer is proposing.

As one travels further into the village, Leahy 
noted, many of the plantings are lilacs. Planting 
lilacs rather than the pears shown on the plan 
along the front Ulster Avenue side would provide 
continuity, she said.

Roeber suggested hedge rows in front of the 
parking area to prevent headlights from shining 
into neighbors’ windows.

The developers plan to use catnip for some 
plantings could aggravate the village’s problem with 
feral cats, Leahy said. She asked that they substitute 
another variety.

The board had also discussed the height of the 
roof at its previous meeting. Joseph said the height 
is 16 feet to the deck, with the roof peak at 23 feet. 
Joseph agreed that the roof height could be reduced, 
with a 19-foot roof line, with a peak at 21 feet. This 
would be near the center of the roof, not at the edges.

Joseph said the proposed building was brick, and 
was similar to other buildings along the street, such 
as Price Chopper or CVS Pharmacy. It’s also similar 

in size to many other buildings in the area, Beer 
Universe is 9600 square feet in two stories and the 
lumberyard is 11,000 square feet. Leahy countered 
that the style of the building makes it appear bigger 
than many of the buildings in the area. Leahy said it 
appears to loom over other structures. Because the 
proposed building is further down the slope than 
the existing house, she said, its roof line should 
be about the same height as the roof of the house. 

Leahy agreed that sign proposed for the business 
is within the village guidelines for size, but criticized 
its placement and lack of attractiveness; “If you go 
down Ulster Avenue, there’s really nothing compa-
rable to that sign,” Leahy said. “It would go a long 
way to not have it stand out so much.”

Joseph suggested adding another tree at the 
Ulster Avenue side to the three that are there now.

The Ulster County planning board is asking for 
further plans.

AutoZone, based in Memphis, Tennessee, sells 
aftermarket auto parts and accessories. It has stores 
in Kingston and Hudson. It has more than 6000 
stores in the United States, Mexico and Brazil, 
according to the Statista website . 

 – David Gordon

VILLAGE

D A V I D  G O R D O N

Alternate board member Scott Roeber is sworn in as a regular village planning board member.
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Reform for 
renters
Tenants’ rights significantly expanded by new state legislation
By Jesse J. Smith

M ajor changes to New York’s 

housing laws could offer addition-
al protections to renters in Ulster 
County. The revamped version of 
1974’s Emergency Tenant Protec-

tion Act will also open the door, for the first time, 
to rent stabilization laws in upstate communities. 
The package of bills emerged from a deal between 
the state Assembly and Senate and was signed into 
law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo over the weekend.

The passage of the law follows a two-year cam-
paign by housing activists in New York City and 
Upstate who formed a coalition to lobby for reform 
both in Albany and in communities statewide. That 
coalition was instrumental in flipping several Sen-
ate seats — including some in the Hudson Valley 
— thus breaking Republicans’ decades-long hold 
on the chamber and clearing the way for a flood 
of progressive legislation. The renters’ rights bills 
faced fierce opposition from commercial real estate 
interests, traditionally one of New York’s most 
powerful lobbies.

“It really was a matter of unifying communities 
around the idea that tenants in every zip code 
deserve protection,” said Rebecca Garrard, chief 
housing organizer for the progressive group Citizen 
Action of New York and the Upstate coordinator 
of the Housing Justice Campaign. “This is a case 
where people power won out over lobbying dollars.”

The new laws strengthen existing protections, 
or create new ones for renters statewide. The laws 
apply to all rental properties. The new provisions 
include:

•    Limiting security deposits to one month’s rent. 
The new law also requires landlords to provide a 
detailed explanation, in writing, if they choose not 
to return the deposit.

• Stronger protections against “retaliatory evic-
tion.” Tenants can challenge an eviction by demon-
strating that the action was taken in retaliation for 
complaints about building conditions. Previously, 
the law only protected tenants who made a com-
plaint to a government agency, like a municipal 
building department. The new law allows tenants 
to claim retaliation based on complaints to the 
landlord or building superintendent.

•   Establishes a stay of eviction based on hardship. 

Courts may stay an eviction for up to one year if the 
tenant can demonstrate that they cannot find similar 
housing in the neighborhood and that the eviction 
would produce some kind of hardship like limiting 
their access to healthcare or requiring children to 
change school districts in the middle of the school 
year. The hardship provision applies to eviction for 
any purpose, including nonpayment of rent.

• Bans the use of “blacklists” of purportedly 
troublesome tenants. For the past decade, Ulster 
County landlords have maintained such a list — 
“Kingston Landlord support.”

• Makes unlawful evictions, such as when a 
landlord clears out and apartment and changes the 
locks while a tenant is out, a misdemeanor crime 
punishable by fines of up to $10,000.

•  Requires landlords to provide 30 days notice 
to tenants if they plan to raise the rent by more 
than 5 percent or do not plan to renew the lease.  

But housing activists say that the biggest po-
tential impact of the legislation is a provision that 
would allow communities statewide to opt-into rent 
stabilization. Currently, rent stabilization is only 
authorized in the five boroughs of New York City 
and Westchester, Rockland and Nassau counties. 
In communities with rent stabilization, an inde-
pendent board typically establishes annual caps 
on rent hikes based on area property values and 
other factors. If municipalities opt into it, the rent 
stabilization provision would only apply to rental 
properties of more than six units built before 1974.

“That’s really the game-changer,” said Rashi-
da Tyler, a board member of Citizen Action and 
co-founder of the Kingston Tenants Union. “When 

we testified about it at the state Senate, I feel like 
that was a tipping point.”

In Kingston, the Common Council passed a 
memorializing resolution signaling support for the 
reforms; Mayor Steve Noble hailed the passage of 
the bill. It will now be up lawmakers in the various 
Ulster County municipalities to decide whether to 
implement rent regulation.

“Our next step is to go back to our local elected 
officials, sit down with them and think about how 
to get this enacted,” said Tyler.

The new laws have not been met with universal 
acclaim. Opponents in the real estate industry say 
that they fear the new rules will hurt small landlords 
and discourage larger developers from building new 
housing or investing in existing stock. Mike Kelly, 
director of government affairs for the New York 
State Association of Realtors, questioned how the 
rent stabilization law would benefit Upstate, which, 
as a region, continues to lose both population and 
investment dollars. 

“I understand the concerns [that drove the new 
law] to a certain extent,” said Kelly. “But this bill 
does nothing to contribute to the development of 
affordable housing. Nothing at all.”

1636 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine, NY 12449
(845) 336-6310 www.visionexceleyecare.com

VISIONEXCEL
eye care

...WHERE EYEWEAR IS AN ART!

CONGRATULATIONS
Class of 2019!

“Keep your future bright...
Don’t forget your sunnies!”
 ~ Call for our Summer Hours ~

1636 Ulster Ave

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST? CALL 845-246-8720

SERVING 
ULSTER & ALL 
SURROUNDING

COUNTIES 

INSTALLATIONS • .032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
COPPER WORK • FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE

Fully Insured • Over 30 Years Experience

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

woodstockhvac.com 
845 663-2274   |   fax 845 663-2276   |   65 Prince Street, Kingston, NY

Pools, Spas & 
Patio Furniture

1606 Ulster Avenue, Lake Katrine (Next to Adams) • 336-8080 • www.aquajetpools.com
Open Daily • Mon - Fri: 9-7 pm; Sat: 9-5 pm; Sun: 10-4 pm • Family owned and operated for over 30 years

Now 
is the time 

to BUY!
12 month NO interest 

on Pools • Spas
Furniture

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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WHY PRINT?

A website is endless. A weekly 
newspaper gives you every-
thing you need to know for the 
week. The timing and packag-
ing make for an ideal reading 
experience.  

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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This week at the Saugerties Farmers Market
The Saugerties Farmers Market will observe “Dress-
up Day” this Saturday, June 22, inspired by a special 
craft project to be off ered in the Art Corner by Anita 
Barbour. Kids will make graphic fl oral art using either 
Barbour’s templates or their own fl oral designs to 
embellish a black background. The market is held at 
the Cahill Elementary School parking lot, 115 Main St. 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Live music will be provided by 
Jeff  Entin from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. He plays a wide variety 
of music from a seemingly infi nite song list, including 
originals with a bit of jam band attitude thrown in.
Strawberries will be available, as will raspberries, 
apricots and pluots. Look for sugar snap peas, beets, 
spinach, bok choy, cucumbers, and lots of lettuces 
to make tasty seasonal salads. Returning for the fi rst 
time this season are Sheepy Valley Farm with eggs, 
jams and honey and Blue Sky Farm & Winery with 
blueberry wine. Vendors will have pasture-raised 
meats and locally produced cow and goat cheeses, 
maple syrup, spirits, baked goods, ginger elixir and 
much more. Many vendors off er tastes of their wares, 
and all of them will answer questions about how their 
products are grown or prepared and how to use them.
Enjoy lunch at the market café with take-out available, 
and a variety of health and wellness concerns may be 
addressed with information on nutrition, bone density 
and cancer awareness. In addition, there is therapeutic 
massage available and demos on Tai Chi and screenings 
for hearing loss. For more information, visit Sauger-
tiesFarmersMarket.com.

Animal Shelter fundraiser
Salt & Soul at 2917 Route 9W is sponsoring a fundraiser 
for the Saugerties Animal Shelter on Saturday, June 
22 from noon to 5 p.m. Speak with pet communicator 
Brenda Seldin (bring pet or photo) and learn about 
pet Reiki with Reiki Master Beth Rennig (bring pet 
or photo). Psychic medium and tarot card reader 
Adam Bernstein and psychic medium Bobby Brust 
will be on hand, as will psychic and tarot card reader 
Jessica D’Arcy and Reiki/Intuitive Kris Anne Eignor.
Salt Cave events include a kid’s cave from 11 a.m. to 
noon; Reiki Boost with Andrea Alchemy from noon to 
1 p.m.; Sound Healing with Connie Parente from 1-2 
p.m.; guided meditation with Andrea Alchemy from 2-3 
p.m.; gentle yoga with Susan Blacker from 3-4 p.m. and 
kid’s yoga for ages 2-7 with Ethel Resso from 4-5 p.m.
Chair massage will be available from Emmallyea Swon-
young. Refreshments will be provided by the Chiodo 
family’s Curveball Concessions Catering and cupcakes 
and cookies by Wooden Spoon Bakery. There will be 
a 50/50 raffl  e, and make-and-take crafts for all ages. 
 The event is cash only. For advance reservations or for 
more information, call (845) 247-7364.

Free Community Band concert
The Saugerties Community Band and new director 
Richard Rose will off er their fi rst free concert of the 
summer on Sunday, June 23 at 3 p.m. at the Kiersted 
House, 119 Main St. Admission is free but donations are 
always welcome. Bring a chair. 

Saugerties Fish and Game Club
 swap meet
The 8th annual Saugerties Fish and Game Club swap 
meet will be held on Sunday, June 23 from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at 168 Fish Creek Rd. Sell unwanted items and 
purchase new treasures at great prices in the newly en-
larged clubhouse. Breakfast and lunch will be available. 
Admission is free and open to the public. Buy or sell 
old handguns, rifl es, magazines, scopes, fi shing items, 
gun tools, carry cases, antique fi rearms, ammo cans, 
gun slings, camo items, targets, ropes, cables, hunting 
boots, gear or anything for outdoor sports. Items for 
sale are limited to outdoor items only. No fl ea market 
or houseware items. This event qualifi es as a “gun 
show” per New York State law, so all fi rearms sold to 
individuals must be NICS-checked. An FFL dealer will 
be available to do this for a nominal fee. There will be 
no exceptions made to this rule.

Chamber of Commerce June mixer
The Saugerties Chamber of Commerce will hold a mixer 
on Wednesday, June 26 at 6:30 p.m. at In the Sticks 
restaurant, 376 W. Saugerties Rd. Light refreshments 
will be served. Learn about the new visitor’s center 
and get an update on the Sailin’ Around Saugerties 
sailboats. Meet and network with Chamber members 
and meet people interested in the community. Everyone 
is welcome to attend.

An evening of poetry and song in 
defense of journalism and the First Amendment
Join Sparrow and Friends (Davida Luminabes, Dan 
Sofaer, Carl Watson and Bruce Weber) for an evening 
of poetry and song in defense of Julian Assange on 
Friday, June 27 at 6:30 p.m. at Inquiring Minds book-
store on the corner of Main and Partition streets in 
Saugerties. Jeff  Beals will present background and 
essential information on the current eff ort to extradite 
and prosecute Julian Assange. Donations (optional) to 
the ACLU will be accepted.

Saugerties Lions Club elect new president
The Saugerties Lions Club has elected Lion Bill Schirm-
er as its new president. He was sworn in by Lion Bob 
Schnell. Outgoing president Lion Al Carney has done a 
wonderful job, and deserves much credit and accolades 
for all that he has done for the club. 

Girl Scout Troop 60017 donates cookies
Local Girl Scout Troop 60017, which is made up of 
Daisies, Brownies and Juniors, recently made dona-
tions of cookies leftover from this year’s sales, giving 
back to the community that helped them have another 
successful selling season. Cookies were donated to the 
Saugerties Food Pantry and the Saugerties unit of the 
Boys & Girls Club.

Successful gala
The Saugerties unit of the Boys & Girls Club held 
their 22nd annual Gala Fundraiser at Diamond Mills 
on May 17. A large and lively crowd bid on silent and 
live auction items. Bob Siracusano and Ray Tuck-
er, auctioneers extraordinaire, brought the crowd 

to their feet several times during bidding wars.
The theme for the auction was Triple Crown, with 
the Derby, Preakness and Belmont Stakes refl ect-
ed in table decor, menu selections and special 
Diamond Mills cocktails.  The club held a Best Bel-
mont Hat contest with prizes for win, place and 
show. The judge was Beth Petramale, proprietor 
of The Next Boutique on the strand in Kingston.
The successful auction would not have been possible 
without the continued support of the community, said 
organizers. Without such support, “We would not be 
able to operate the club and off er a safe haven for more 
than 400 youth. Quite simply, there would be no club 
without the tremendous support we enjoy, and we thank 
each and every guest, donor, sponsor or volunteer for 
your contributions to the auction. We are so grateful.”
The next fundraiser will be the annual golf tournament 
at Rip Van Winkle Golf Club on Aug. 3. For more infor-
mation, call the main club offi  ce at 338-8666.

Jazz Sunday worship service
The Reformed Church of Saugerties, 173 Main St., will 
host Jazz Sunday at the worship service on Sunday, 
June 30 at 10:30 a.m. The concert will feature Barbara 
Lee on piano, Tom Porto on saxophone, Lou Pappas on 
bass, and Peter Wilson on drums. Also appearing will 
be Jaime Wilson, Terri and Steve Massardo, Pam Ross, 
Bill and Paul and Harriet Tomasko with the church choir. 
Everyone is welcome. For more information, call (845) 
246-2867 or visit www.saugertiesref.org.

Drip irrigation workshop with 
Lee Reich
Learn how to eliminate garden watering chores at 
a drip irrigation workshop on Sunday, June 30 from 
1-4:30 p.m. hosted by locally- and nationally-known 
gardener and writer Lee Reich at Catskill Native Nurs-
ery in Kerhonkson. Drip irrigation is easier and better 
for plants and for the environment. Instruction will be 
given on how to design a system followed by hands-
on participation in an installation. The cost is $65 per 
person. Pre-registration is necessary at www.leereich.
com/workshops.

Winners of Best Belmont Hat contest at 
Boys & Girls Club gala.     
Pictured from left to right are third place winner, Betsy Wilson; sisters Thomasine Helsmoortel and Terry 
Hlavaty, who tied for second place; and Ginger Vail, the fi rst place winner.
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Saugerties Summer Recreation Program
Pre-register now for the Saugerties Summer Recreation 
Program, which off ers half-day (9 a.m. to noon) and 
pre-K (must be four years old and registered for kinder-
garten in the fall) through eighth grade, and runs for six 
full weeks beginning July 8 and ending Aug. 16. Daily 
activities include age-appropriate arts and crafts, sports 
instruction, nature studies, playground activities and 
weekly fi eld trips. Children are active outdoors all day 
under the direction of qualifi ed, responsible counselors.
Credit Cards or PayPal may be used to register on 
the Saugerties Recreation website. Registration will 
take place throughout the camp season, as well, but 
the discounted pre-registration fees end when camp 
starts on July 8. Registration forms are available at 
Saugerties Town Hall, Kiwanis Ice Arena and online at 
www.saugerties.ny.us and www.saugertiesrecreation.
com. Visit the Facebook page, Saugerties Summer 
Recreation, for more information.

Food pantry seeking volunteers
The Saugerties Food Pantry is seeking volunteers to 
stock shelves and give out food on Tuesday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Light cleaning is involved and 
volunteers must be able to lift 25 pounds. Volunteers 
are also needed Monday and Thursday mornings from 
9:45 a.m. to noon. No stocking is involved. For more 
information, call Marilyn at (845) 246-6885.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Saugerties Film Society highlights
 fi lms set on water
The Saugerties Film Society is showcasing fi lms that 
are set by the water. Screenings are held on Saturday 
evenings at the Saugerties Public Library, beginning 
promptly at 7 p.m. Admission is free. The fi nal fi lm 
in the series on Saturday, June 22, will be Knife in 
the Water (1962), directed by Roman Polanski. His 
fi rst feature, the suspenseful story centers on three 
characters aboard a boat in the middle of a lake. The 
fi lm was an international success at its release and 
garnered an Oscar nomination for Best Foreign Film. 
Running time: 94 min.

Two exhibits at 11 Jane St. Art Center
The 11 Jane St. Art Center is featuring Andrew Neumann 
in the north gallery. He works primarily with time-based 
media and text-based wall panels, combining disparate 
elements into hybrid sculptural pieces. The show is 
curated by Jen Hicks. The center is also exhibiting a 
solo exhibition of sculpture by Colin Chase in the south 
gallery, curated by Jen Dragon of Cross Contemporary 
Art. The sculptor uses a variety of materials and devices 
to encourage contemplation. For more information, 
visit https://www.11janestreet.com/.

Emerge Gallery exhibiting color fi eld works
Emerge Gallery & Art Space at 228A Main St. in Sau-
gerties is exhibiting new work by color fi eld abstract 
artist and Saugerties resident, Peter Bradley. The show 
will remain on view through June 30. Bradley’s work 
combines rich layers of color with broad gestural 
movements. He was one of New York City’s fi rst black 
art dealers and is widely known for curating “The 
DeLuxe Show” in 1971, the fi rst major show in the 
country to integrate work by white modernists with 
that of their black contemporaries. He spent time in 
South Africa in the 1980s, responding to apartheid 
through his sculpture, and immersed himself in the 
jazz world through touring with musician Art Blakey 
and befriending Miles Davis. Regular gallery hours are 
Friday and Saturdays from noon to 6 p.m. and Sundays 
from noon to 5 p.m. For more information, visit https://
www.emergegalleryny.com/.

Legere/Lartey Tribal Roots of Jazz Project 
The July iteration of the Summer Sunset Concert 
Series will feature Phoebe Legere and Joakim 
Lartey in the Legere/Lartey Tribal Roots of Jazz 
Project on Friday, July 5 at 6:30 p.m. at Saugerties 
Reformed Church, 173 Main St. Admission is free.
Using dance, song and eye-popping tribal costumes, 
Legere and Lartey will perform a fusion of music blend-
ing the cultures of the French-Acadians, native M’ikmaq 
and Africans. “Once upon a time,” the performers say, 
“French-Acadians, living in a place we now call Nova 
Scotia, intermarried with people from the M’ikmaq tribe. 
The two groups, Native and French, entwined in a tight 
Métis community. They shared everything. In 1755 the 
Acadians were expelled from Nova Scotia by the British, 
but music and deep religious faith kept the people alive 
on their 3,000-mile journey to Louisiana. The exiled Ca-
juns settled in the bayous and loved, worked and played 
with their neighbors, but this time, the neighbors were 

from West Africa. M’ikmaq, French and African culture 
came together and birthed jazz, blues and zydeco.”
All proceeds from the show go to Phoebe’s nonprofi t 
Foundation for New American Art, a 501 c (3) that brings 
art and music to children in low-income communities. 
For more formation, visit https://www.saugertiesre-
formed.org/.

Saugerties death metal trio wins 
battle of the bands
Sledge Wolf, a local extreme death metal band, will 
be on the bill at the Meltasia Music and Camping 
Funnabration August 2-3. Sledge Wolf is made up of 
Jackson Baker, 17 (guitar), Kai Smith, 15 (vocals and 
bass) and Alan Rosenbaum, 14 (drums). They have 
opened for renowned metal bands Death Angel, 
Mothership, Mushroomhead and others at the Chance 
Theater in Poughkeepsie this past year. Their recently 
acquired bus is popular with fans, as it is adorned in 
black chalkboard paint, allowing fans to draw and write 
messages in support of the band. Tickets for Meltasia 
are available at www.meltasia.com.

New horror series on Lighthouse TV23, 
parental guidance advised
Lighthouse TV23 will present “Spookshow Macabre” 
for a limited time. The 30-minute, three-part series will 
air Sunday nights at 9 p.m., beginning July 7 and airing 
July 14 and July 21. The content may not be suitable 
for all ages. Parental guidance is suggested.

Cable picks this week
Saturday, June 22 at 1 and 7 p.m. “Peak Moment: Plug-in 
Hybrids.”Monday, June 24 at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. “Eat Well: 
Be Happy.” Cooking with seasonal foods. This week: 
carrot and ginger beet slaw and more.Monday, June 24 
at 1 and 7 p.m. “Interview with artist Peter Bradley at 
Woodstock School of Art.” Recorded May 19.Tuesday, 
June 25 from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on every half hour. 
“Capitol Notebook: News from Albany.” This episode: 
driver’s licenses for illegal residents, a bill to help felons, 
statewide rent control and more.Wednesday, June 26 
at 1 and 8 p.m. “Saugerties Village Board Meeting” re-
corded June 17.Thursday, June 27 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
“5G Protest at Woodstock Green” recorded May 15.

SCHOOLS

Local students of note
The University at Albany has announced the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2019 semester. In order to qualify, students 

must earn a grade point average of 3.25 or higher during 
their fi rst semester of study. In subsequent semesters of 
study, students must earn a grade point average of 3.50 
or higher. Students from Saugerties on the list include 
Christine Dempsey, Jordan Gilleo, Giovana Guimaraes, 
Sierra Hartrum, Niall Healy, Jenna Latourette, Emma 
Miranda, Joshua Price, Abigail Richers, Donald Schmidt, 
Ishmeet Sekhon, Wyatt Smith, Darian Trnka and Thu Vu.
Kamryn Ilgner of Saugerties earned placement on 
the Dean’s List at Hofstra University for the spring 
2019 semester, achieving a GPA of at least 3.5.
Melissa Voerg of Kingston earned placement 
on the President’s List at Siena College for the 
spring 2019 semester. The President’s List re-
quires a 3.9 grade point average or higher.
Jonathan Lezette of Saugerties competed on the 2019 
SUNY Oneonta baseball team during the recently 
completed spring season. The Red Dragons fi nished 
with an overall record of 18-20 and 6-12 in the SUNYAC 
this season. Oneonta qualifi ed for the SUNYAC Tour-
nament for the fi rst time since 2014. Lezette led the 
Red Dragons with 21 RBIs this spring, collecting two 
doubles, three triples and a pair of home runs and a 
team-best 17 walks.

Chamber of Commerce awards scholarships
Saugerties High School students Giona Kleinberg and 
Eva Vazques are the recipients of this year’s Sauger-
ties Chamber of Commerce Mery Rosado Memorial 
Scholarships. Each student will receive $1,000 to put 
toward their education.

Retired school employees present 
two scholarships
The Saugerties Schools Retired Employees Association 
(SSREA) presented two awards of $600 each to Re-
becca O’Dell and Rebecca Sauer, graduating seniors 
of Saugerties High School. O’Dell plans to major in 
education at the Eastman School of Music. Sauer will 
attend Russell Sage College, majoring in occupational 
therapy. The SSREA exists to inspire students to pursue 
higher education. The group also contributes to school 
programs and provides retirees from the Saugerties 
Central School District with a unifi ed voice and infor-
mation on current issues.

Tech Expo at Saugerties High School
Neighbors and friends attended, as well as local manufacturers, school administrators, teachers and guidance 
counselors. Student demonstrations included experimental rovers by Mark Danza, 17; functional robotics by Jaden 
Whittaker, 16, and Oliver Menon, 16; underwater ROV design and demo by Madilin Green, 14, and Ashlynn DeRon-
da, 14; reverse engineering and ROV by Mehal Mitra, 14, and Marlo Rothe, 14; laser cutting and etching by Carter 
Vail and Corey Spallino; 3D printed cart and track by Molly Slater, 15; 3D printed guitar by Jackson Baker, 17 and 
Simon Baker, 16; advanced 3D modeling and printing by Donavan Barros, 16; “Reuse instead of Refuse” demo by 
Aidan Gruen, 17; CNC mill operations by Aidan Jurofeic, 17; CNC plasma operations by Jeremy Cornelison, 16 and 
Daniel MacIsaac, 16; digital design and 3D printing by Marie Arrandale, 16, and Emily Bitting, 16; advanced drone 
coding by Robert Freer, 15 and Tristan Villarreal, 15; troubleshooting drone technology by Ryleigh McArdle, 14, and 
Lacey Schatzel, 14; commercial automation by Dylan Gallina; 3D modeling in AutoDesk Inventor by Henry Tse, 16; 
3D printed MicroSports by Renee Baldwin, 15, and Ayla Trees, 14; autonomous transportation system by Matthew 
Belfance, 15; and functional 3D printed keyboard by Jacobus Hockx, 16.
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Motherless Daughters Support Group
A monthly support group for women who have lost their 
mothers or are estranged from their mothers will meet 
on Thursday, June 20 at 6 p.m. in the community room.

A Universe of Stories 2019 summer 
reading program
Sign-up now for a summer of out-of-this-world reading 
fun. Independent readers and those who read with a 
partner may pick up a reading record and collect prizes 
this summer. There will be Family Fun Nights, special 
story times and more for all ages.

World of Animals show
See, smell and hear reptiles and birds of prey with Brian 
Robinson on Wednesday, June 26 at 7 p.m. The event 
is free and for all ages.

Crafternoons
Drop in and get creative every Monday from 12:30-2:30 
p.m. beginning July 1. For ages six and up.

Blast Off  Book Club
The club will meet every Tuesday at 1 p.m. in the com-
munity room beginning July 2. Ages 7-12 are invited 
to come out for book-themed activities.

Family Fun Night: Galactic Mural
Decorate the library’s hallway with cosmic creations on 
Wednesday, July 3 at 6:30 p.m. The event is for all ages.

Holiday hours
The library will be closed on Thursday, July 4 in ob-
servance of the Fourth of July holiday. The library will 
reopen on Friday, July 5 at 10 a.m.

Summer fun for teens
Teen Club meets every Wednesday at 3 p.m. Events to 
look forward to include space trivia, explosive experi-

ments, the time travel escape room, fandom terrariums 
and galaxy and gem magnets. Read for prizes and 

win a pizza party. The Creative Writing group meets 
Mondays at 3:30 p.m. Dungeons and Dragons play on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3-5 p.m.

Read to tail-wagging friends
Kids are invited to read to certifi ed reading therapy 
dog Stella on Saturday, July 6 at 1 p.m. and Zoey on 
Saturdays, July 13 and 20 from 10:30 a.m. to noon. 
Drop-ins welcome.

LEGO® Club 
Youth ages 7-12 are invited to make LEGO creations on 
Thursdays at 1 p.m. beginning July 11. Materials provided.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington 
Ave. The library webpage is www.saugertiespublicli-
brary.org. Calls and emails are welcome at 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

Chamber of Commerce awards scholarships
Saugerties High School students Giona Kleinberg and 
Eva Vazques are the recipients of this year’s Sauger-
ties Chamber of Commerce Mery Rosado Memorial 
Scholarships. Each student will receive $1,000 to put 
toward their education.

Jack Rose Memorial Beatitude scholarship recipients
Pictured from left to right in the back row are Father William Woodruff , Kailey Collins, Connor Staby and Jackson 
Baker. Linda Rose is pictured in the front row.
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CONGRATULATIONS 
to the Class of 2019!

“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world.” - Anne Frank

Evelyn Margaret (Marge) Ishkanian
Evelyn Margaret (Marge) Ishkanian of Rexford, NY, formerly of Saugerties 
NY, passed away on (date) at (age) .

She was the daughter of Frederick and Evelyn Lindemann of Albany. 
She graduated from Albany High School and went to work for New York 
Telephone. Marge met her husband Al in the Troy Ski Club where he was 
a volunteer ski instructor on weekends. They married in 1951 and had 
forty-six wonderful years together before Al passed away in 1996.

They moved to Saugerties NY in 1957 and raised their family there - 
son Mark and daughter Ellen. Marge resumed her career at New York 
Telephone in Kingston in 1972, retiring with twenty seven years of 
service. She enjoyed skiing, hiking, gardening, travel and church 
activities.

She was a longtime member of Atonement Lutheran Church in Saugerties 
where she served on council, as treasurer and as a confirmation teacher. She was also a member of Monday 
Club and Garden Club.

She sold her Saugerties home of 56 years in 2013 and moved into a senior living community in the Albany 
area. She made many friends at Coburg and enjoyed playing bridge, gardening and visiting her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. She had an inseparable companion in her dachshund Tobie.

She loved her family and friends but could be very stubborn when she wanted to be. In her seventies, she 
took an Elderhostel bicycle trip in hilly Bermuda and used only one gear on the multi-geared bike. Another 
time, she downplayed the treacherous winter driving conditions she had just driven through on a trip to 
Maine despite the evidence of a fully ice-encrusted car.

She is survived by her son Mark and daughter-in-law Ginger of Moultonborough, NH, daughter Ellen Greenberg 
of Bearsville, son-in-law Howard Greenberg of Irvington and grandchildren Jared Ishkanian of Portland, OR, 
Laura Kohley of San Francisco and Gabrielle, Kate and Corey Greenberg and great grandchildren Alex and 
Benji Ishkanian and Willa Kohley.

She is also survived by brothers Bill, John and George and sister in law Rose Ann Lindemann of Mechanicville 
and cousins Ed and Adrina Tutunjian

The family will hold a private memorial at Coburg Village at a later date.
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