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Briefly noted
Independence Day celebrations in
New Paltz and Highland
New Paltz’s annual community ﬁreworks at the Ulster County Fairgrounds will take place this Friday
evening, July 5, thanks primarily to major donations
from ShopRite, the New Paltz Police Benevolent Association, the Devine Agency, Green Mountain Energy and the Copeland Funeral Home. There were
some smaller cash contributions as well, ﬁelded by
Mike Beck of P & G’s, who serves as treasurer of the
New Paltz Community Foundation. Parking lot volunteers will be provided as usual by the New Paltz
Youth Program.
Weather permitting, the gates of the Fairgrounds
will open at 5 p.m. Those who plan to arrive early
might want to plan to bring a picnic supper. ShopRite will be selling hot dogs, but most of the fair fare
available will be sweets such as ice cream and fried
dough. There will be plenty of activities for children,
including a bouncy house with a slide, an obstacle
course and a zero-gravity game. Admission to the
event is free, but Girl Scouts will be making their
way through the crowd with collection buckets for
the event
Live music gets underway at 6:45 p.m. The opening act, Wind and Stone, is a ﬁrst-timer for this event.
Later on, ﬁreworks favorite Soul Purpose will take
over and get the dancers on their feet with New Orleans funk, soul and R & B tunes. They’ll crank it up
once more when the sky display is over, encouraging
attendees to linger and avoid the crush of traﬃc on
Libertyville Road.
The actual ﬁreworks begin when it’s dark enough,
which this time of year is around 9:15 or 9:30 p.m.
The rain date for the New Paltz ﬁreworks is Sunday,
July 7.
The Town of Lloyd will be holding its annual free
ﬁreworks event on the same night as New Paltz:
Friday, July 5 from 6 to 10 p.m. It takes place at the
Town Field in the Highland hamlet. Parking for outof-towners is available in the Lombardi Municipal
Lot adjacent to the Methodist Church at the corner
of Main Street and Vineyard Avenue.
Food vendors on-site will be oﬀering hamburgers and hot dogs, fried dough, nachos, popcorn and
cotton candy. Activities for children will include a
bounce castle, games and face-painting and Bushiken Karate will give martial arts demonstrations.
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Meal in the field

A

FARM-TO-TABLE FEAST, SOURCED in the Mid-Hudson Valley, will be held on Saturday,
September 7 from 6 to 9 p.m. at Phillies Bridge Farm Project, located at 45 Phillies
Bridge Road in New Paltz. Chef Agnes Devereux, from the acclaimed Village TeaRoom
restaurant and bake shop in New Paltz, has created a unique three-course meal for this
special occasion. All proceeds from this fundraiser event go to support Phillies Bridge Farm Project, a not-for-proﬁt with a food justice and education mission. The working farm promotes sustainable agriculture, providing its CSA shareholders with abundant organically-grown vegetables
and herbs.
There is limited seating, so please register early. For more information, call (845) 256-9108 or
e-mail info@philliesbridge.org.

New Paltz meetings will be held
via video conference
The New Paltz Police Commission and Town
Board meetings scheduled for Thursday, July 18, will
be held via video conference at 7 p.m. at the New
Paltz Community Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive
and at the Park County Public Library, 1500 Heart
Mountain Street, Cody Wyoming starting at 5:30
p.m. (mountain time).

Summer reading program
at Elting Library

New Paltz brothers bring learning
opportunities to their homeland

The summer reading program at Elting Memorial
Library is underway, but children can still sign up
to earn prizes as they do their summer reading and
also take part in many fun activities.
The Story Crafters -- an award-winning, musical,
storytelling duo, will present “Wishing on a Star,”
adventures in the story space on Monday, July 8 at
11 am, and Happy Dan and Rainbow, the Funshine
Merry Makers, will captivate young and old with
their antics on Friday, July 12 at 4 p.m.
Reading to Dogs will start on Tuesday, July 9 from
4 to 5:30 p.m. and continue during the summer every Tuesday afternoon through August 13. Children
from kindergarten through fourth grade will have
the opportunity to sign up for a time slot and read to
a trained, certiﬁed service dog.
Local children’s author, McKenzie Willis will do a
dramatic reading, with original music, of his book
Tales of the Rainbow Forest, on Monday, July 15 at
2:30 p.m.
Library activities can be found at eltinglibrary.org.

Friends of Guirgho invite the community to its
ﬁrst annual Auction for Education fundraiser on July
21 from 1 to 4 p.m. at Garvan’s Gastropub pavilion in
New Paltz. The event aims to raise $15,000 to help
refurbish an elementary school this fall in the Village
of Guirgho in Burkina Faso, as well as create a library
of children’s books and deliver art supplies to more
than 400 students.
The village, located in West Africa, is the ancestral home of two local brothers and New Paltz residents, Pascal and Victor Guirma. Last year, the Guirmas, along with their friends and family, supplied
computers, printers and projectors to the teachers
and purchased new textbooks for each child in the
school. Their long-term goal is to build a computer
center in the village, which will bring 21st-century
learning opportunities to children who up until last
year had only a handful of books to share.
“Fate brought us here,” says Victor Guirma, who
came to the United States at the age of two when his
father was appointed as the ﬁrst ambassador to the
United Nations and the United States from Upper
Volta, now known as Burkina Faso. “Once you’ve
been blessed with the life that we’ve had, you have
a responsibility to those that are left behind who
didn’t have the same opportunities.”
Pascal and Victor graduated from SUNY New Paltz
in the mid-1980s, and like many SUNY students,
never left. “We have been fortunate to raise our kids
here, and in many ways, the sense of community
in New Paltz is similar to that in Guirgho,” says Vic-

Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases
from its readers. They should be submitted by
Sunday to increase the chance that they will
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

tor’s younger brother Pascal. “The only diﬀerence is
here our kids have had access to opportunities, and
in Guirgho life’s harsh realities set in very quickly
where their imaginations are limited by the lack of
opportunities and resources. ”
Tickets are $30. All proceeds will go toward materials and supplies for the planned trip early this fall.
For tickets, to donate to the auction or to become
a sponsor, contact Victor Guirma at (845) 320-6917.
To learn more about the project, visit friendsofguigho.org.

Battle of the Books 2019 meetings
at the Gardiner Library
The Gardiner Library will host another Battle of
the Books 2019 meeting on Sunday, July 14 from 1:30
to 2:30 p.m. Learn about the library contest sweeping the nation that allows students in grades seven
and up to compete against other public libraries in a
Jeopardy-style match. A moderator asks 17 questions
per round concerning eight pre-selected books. This
year’s chosen books are: The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy by Douglas Adams, The Hate U Give by Angie
Thomas, I Am Number Four by Pittacus Lore, Illegal
by Eoin Colfer & Andrew Donkin, Simon vs. Homo
Sapiens by Becky Albertalli, Beyond the Bright Sea
by Lauren Wolk, The Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica
Hesse and The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater.
Each team member has the opportunity to press
a buzzer, confer with team members and attempt
to answer questions correctly. Community service
hours are available for team members. Bi-monthly
team meet-ups will take place at the library through
the summer to prepare for the regional battle in September. The next meeting will take place Sunday,
July 28.
Meetings take place in the library community
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Ukulele club in Gardiner
The Gardiner Library will host another meeting
of the ukulele club, the Ukuleleans, led by Jeﬀ Pfef-
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“The collaborative piece that I have in mind for the
ﬁnal week can take more than one session,” Togut
said. “We do not start with it, but we will build up to
it. Each person will get one quilt square, and it will
go onto one big piece. I hope that it will be a tapestry
that we can roll up so the Alzheimer’s Association
can hold onto it.”
Togut said she wants participants in her program
to explore and take risks, adding that just because
someone has physical or cognitive limitations
doesn’t mean that they can’t make art. For her, it’s
mainly about attitude.
“The project is second, while the positive attitude
is ﬁrst,” Togut said. “I want to bring everyone to the
waters of creativity. It doesn’t matter if they ﬁnish or
do the project fabulously, if the attitude is in the right
place, then the art will ﬂow. Attitude is the core. My
attitude is the core.”
Registration is required for this free program. Call
800-272-3900 to RSVP.

NEW PALTZ & HIGHLAND | VOLUNTEERS

The New Paltz/Gardiner
senior group to meet on July 10
The 2019 Distinguished Friends of Education Award recipients are, from left: Mark and Patty Steinhoff,
Evelyn Rauschendorfer, Nelda Gerner, Rev. James Childs Sr., Renée Falanga-Brenner, Sasha Silverman,
accepting on behalf of her father, Larry Silverman, Randie H. Ratick, Rosario Agostaro, Robert Curran.
Not pictured: Michael Brooks and Frank Milazzo, who accepted the award on Anne Casey's behalf.

Local Highland and New Paltz volunteers
honored as Champions of Education

V

OLUNTEERS FROM THE New Paltz Central School District and Highland Central School
District received the Ulster County School Boards Association (UCSBA) Distinguished
Friend of Education Award on May 23. The annual award honors ten residents from the
county’s school districts and Ulster BOCES for their dedication and commitment to students and schools.
This year’s honoree from New Paltz was Renée Falanga-Brenner and Highland’s honoree was
Randie H. Ratick.
Falanga-Brenner, who is chair of the annual New Paltz High School (NPHS) Scholarship Auction,
has worked tirelessly to improve the lives of Hudson Valley students with special needs ever since
her daughter was diagnosed with severe cerebral and physical disabilities 25 years ago. One of her
ﬁrst projects was raising money to build a special-needs friendly playground at Lenape Elementary
School in New Paltz.
In presenting the award, New Paltz Central School District Board of Education member Teresa
Thompson said, “Renée’s motor never stops. The devotion she exhibits towards her daughter, Serena, radiates into the lives of countless other special needs families. This recognition is long overdue.”
Highland honoree Randie H. Ratick is a founding member of the Highland Music Boosters. The
torch bearer for music education for more than a decade, Ratick worked tirelessly with members of
the school community to ensure vocal and instrumental music programs were not cut during the
Great Recession. She and her team of music advocates provide children and families with instruments, enhanced school programs and oﬀerings, and funds for music scholarships. They support
partnerships with teachers to help in any way they can.
Highland Central School District Assistant Superintendent Sarah Dudley-Lemek presented Ratick
with her award, saying, “Her passion for music education has enriched the educational experience
of students in the Highland Central School District and the community at large.”
“I am honored to be here tonight and so proud of our students and the people of Highland for
recognizing the importance of a well-rounded education consisting of music,” Ratick said.
Other honorees included: Krista Barringer, Saugerties Central School District; Patty and Mark
Steinhoﬀ, Ellenville Central School District; Rev. James Childs Sr., Kingston City School District;
Anne Casey, Marlboro Central School District; Robert Curran, Onteora Central School District; Nelda
Gerner, Rondout Valley Central School District; Evelyn Rauschendorfer, Saugerties Central School
District; Larry Silverman, Wallkill Central School District; and Rosario Agostaro, Ulster BOCES.

fer on Wednesday, July 10 from 7 to 9 p.m. This free
monthly club is for all ages of ukulele players, from
beginner to experienced. The aim will be to encourage one another along as group members have fun
with this uniquely upbeat instrument. Individuals
will also be given the opportunity to perform for the
group, if they desire, building conﬁdence to perform
in front of audiences.
Clubs meet in the library community room, 133
Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Summer art therapy program to
start July 15 at Woodland Pond
The Alzheimer’s Association Hudson Valley Chapter will oﬀer “Something for Alz: A Therapeutic Art
Program” for people with dementia and their family
caregivers on Mondays, July 15 to August 5, from 1 to
2 p.m. at Woodland Pond in New Paltz.
The program will be led by local artist Susan Togut,
who has years of experience working with the public
on art projects. From mandalas in the ﬁrst week to

a collaborative project for the fourth and ﬁnal week,
Togut has mapped out a diverse agenda. She said
the program is important to her because both her
mother and grandmother had the disease.
“I want everyone to respect one another, because
we are all artists, and we can all do this. Everyone
will be able to show their work to the group and
there is absolutely no pressure at all. This is a supportive and nurturing type of environment,” Togut
said.
Given the one-hour time limit, Togut plans to have
everything ready to go at the start of each session.
She will walk through the steps for each project and
give a brief introduction explaining why she chose
each one.
“Mandalas are very positive, because a circle
means being part of life,” Togut said. “Each of these
projects is person-oriented work. I will show them
examples ﬁrst, then I will read the room and see
what each person needs. I want to keep everyone
busy and engaged.”
She said the ﬁnal collaborative project will likely
continue over multiple sessions.

The New Paltz/Gardiner senior group will meet
Wednesday, July 10, 1:30 p.m., at the VFW social hall,
located on Route 208 South in New Paltz. Folk singer
Lydia Adams Davis will perform “Songs of America.”
Also enjoy birthday cake, coﬀee and ice tea. Arrive a
little early to get information on programs and day
trips. The next trip is planned for Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse to enjoy Neil Simon’s Barefoot in the Park
on September 25.
For trip information, call Phyllis Maier at (845)
255-6878, and for program information, contact
Kathy Rivera at (845) 256-9490.

Flower show in New Paltz
The New Paltz Garden Club will hold its annual
ﬂower show on July 12-14 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the Steinberg Room at Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

Learn some circus acts
at the Field of Dreams
Learn tumbling, unicycling, juggling, stiltwalking,
barrelwalking, partner acro and more with the Satori Circus. The class is geared for anyone aged nine
to adult and will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays in June and July (not on the 4th) from 5 to 6:15
p.m. at the Field of Dreams pavilion, located on Libertyville Road in New Paltz.
To register, please call (845) 475-2949.

Gilberto Villahermosa to talk
about his new book Rosendale
Rosendale, Arcadia Publishing’s latest publication
in its Postcard History Series, has recently been released. The author, Gilberto Villahermosa, will be
speaking about his new book on July 9, 7 p.m., at the
Elting Memorial Library. The talk will be accompanied by a power-point presentation.
Villahermosa is a retired U.S. Army oﬃcer, internationally published author and a resident of Rosendale. Rosendale harkens readers back to an earlier
age by its many images and stories of these and the
town’s many historic buildings, the cement industry
and the Delaware & Hudson Canal.
Autographed copies of the book will be available
for purchase. This program is free and open to the
public. The library is located at 93 Main Street in
New Paltz. For more information, call 255-5030.

Rosendale Farmer’s Market
to feature local musicians
The Rosendale Farmer’s Market will feature food,
music, community and tastes of local food this Sunday, July 7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Willow Kiln Park
behind the Rosendale Theatre on Main Street.
This week, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., the market will
oﬀer a free performance featuring local musicians.
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Believe in yourself
New Paltz High School graduates 172 in Class of 2019

Members of the New Paltz High School Class of 2019 celebrated their graduation day with
friends and family at SUNY New Paltz last Wednesday.

ERIN QUINN

Members of the New Paltz High School Class of 2019 celebrated their graduation day
with friends and family at SUNY New Paltz last Wednesday.

Members of the New Paltz High School Class of 2019 celebrated their graduation day at SUNY New Paltz last
Wednesday.

by Erin Quinn

“You are our future. And I am not afraid.”
– Superintendent Maria Rice

W

ITH THE TRADITIONAL sounds of
“Pomp and Circumstance” echoing
through the chambers of the SUNY
New Paltz basketball gymnasium, 172
New Paltz High School (NPHS) seniors marched in
with their maroon gowns and golden tassels under
ﬂowered covered arches to receive their diplomas
last Wednesday night. As it stormed and raged outside, inside the mood was festive with applause ring-

ing from every corner, horns blowing, soloists from
the choir cascading their vocals and the brass band
instruments sending vibrations of hope and expectations through the ﬂoorboards. The choral selection
included a rendition of “Seasons of Love” from the
play Rent, with several soloists including Maddie
Leitner, Logan Linares, Emily Barbato and Trevor
Croston.
Veteran NPHS principal Barbara Clinton opened
up the 87th New Paltz graduation: an emotional moment for many as she has announced her retirement
after 48 years of serving in the district. Vice principal Owen Kelso read aloud the numerous scholarships awarded to the class of 2019, including the Kyle
Brewer Memorial Fund, which was given to Michael

Davis

New Paltz High School Principal Barbara Clinton is all
smiles as she presents a diploma to a member of the
Class of 2019.

Fillette, and the Marjorie W. Tighe Scholarship for
$6,000, presented to Isabella Santos.
After the various community-based scholarships
were announced, salutatorian Elijah Tamarchenko,
who will be attending Williams College in the fall,
addressed his classmates and their loved ones. He
noted with a laugh that the days of trying to ﬁnish
all of Mr. Bartlett’s notes for AP Euro were over,
as were all of the requests for him to help people
who hadn’t ﬁnished their own homework. He also
acknowledged that, while he may have ﬁnished his
NPHS career as the salutatorian, he hasn’t “lived any
longer” than any of his classmates, nor had he “experienced any more,” and joked that, while he might
like to think otherwise, he is really “no wiser than
any of you.” So he felt that he didn’t have advice to
impart, but did have compassion for his classmates
and spoke eloquently about friends who were faced
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Members of the New Paltz High School Class of 2019 celebrated their graduation day at SUNY New Paltz last
Wednesday.

with devastating illness, injury or losses at home and
still got across the ﬁnish line of high school. “I had one
friend that was sidelined from an injury for a year and
had to work four times as hard as anyone I know to
keep up – and she’s going to Harvard next year!”
Claire Deen Taylor, the valedictorian, talked about
the multitude of talent that her classmates have already unleashed: “Our class includes promising journalists, one of whom wrote for the New Paltz Times,
talented artists who received national awards, a
state champion in swimming, a world-class Scrabble
player, several All-State musicians,” she said. The
Amherst-bound graduate also talked about growing up in a world that is frayed by school shootings,
the #MeToo movement, racial tension and climate
change, and about how she and her classmates had
to watch the installation of shatterproof glass so that
if there were an active shooter, the shrapnel might
not be as devastating.
But Taylor also spoke about the surge of courage
that has come from these conditions. “Even as we
feel the weight of these distressing crises, we have
witnessed people our age throughout the world
making an impact and speaking out about the is-

New Paltz superintendent Maria Rice, right, takes in
one last moment with a member of the Class of 2019.

New Paltz High School Class of 2019 salutatorian Elijah Tamarchenko and valedictorian Claire Deen Taylor lead the way
as graduation exercises begin.

ERIN QUINN

Members of the New Paltz High School Class of 2019 celebrated their graduation day at SUNY New Paltz last
Wednesday.

sues the world faces. Young people have inspired
us: Malala started an international movement for
women’s education, and Emma Gonzalez, a Marjory
Stoneman Douglas student, was instrumental in organizing the March for Our Lives. And through their
example, we can see that we aren’t powerless,” she

said to a round of applause.
Taylor went on to say that not only did she believe
that they were the generation who can take control
of situations that have gone drastically awry, but also
that they are the generation who “must take control.” She added that she was inspired by a youth-led

movement whose mission is to build a coalition of
ﬁrst-time voters who prioritize climate action. “Our
diplomas may say Class of 2019, but marked in history, we are the Class of Zero: zero emissions. Zero
excuses. Zero time to waste.”
Those two uplifting speeches were followed by
beloved NPHS math teacher Kathryn Stewart, who
said that she had only three pieces of advice for the
graduates, but that she would be testing them on
them later. “Seek out people who are diﬀerent from
you and listen to their stories,” she said. “Share your
own stories, because when we learn where people
come from, it helps us become more compassionate
and understanding.” She then counseled them to do
at least one “embarrassing thing a week.”
“If you’re at ShopRite and a song comes on that you
like, dance down the aisle. If you’re on a bus, introduce
yourself to the person next to you. I’ve done that. It’s
very embarrassing, but fun!” Stewart then asked all of
the members of the Class of 2019 and those in attendance reach out and introduce themselves to someone they didn’t know. Then she had them all ﬂing and
shake their arms wildly, which they did.
“Find something to be grateful for every day,” she
said. “I saw a blue heron when I was riding my bike
the other day, and I just said out loud, ‘Thank you’.”
She led the entire auditorium in an exercise where
they were quiet and pondered one thing that they
were thankful for, and then all at once shouted it out.
The words family and friends, children and God, nature and clean water and love came tumbling out of
people’s mouth in a cacophony of gratitude.
“It’s always hard to follow Ms. Stewart, and it’s always so worth listening to her speak,” said Principal
Clinton. She then quoted Dr. Seuss, saying that she
would not be at all surprised to learn of all of the
things that this class will do and the experiences they
will have. “Oh, the Places You’ll Go! Congratulations!
Today is your day. You’re oﬀ to Great Places!
You’re oﬀ and away!” ++
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Class dismissed
Highland High School graduates 136 students

A storm had graduating seniors, staff, family and friends running for cover last
Wednesday evening at Highland High School.

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

A storm rolled in during the valedictorian's address at the Highland High School graduation
ceremonies last Wednesday evening.

by Sharyn Flanagan

I

N HER REMARKS at Highland High School’s
commencement ceremonies on Wednesday,
June 26, valedictorian Carlie Relyea referenced
the “curse” that has seemingly followed the
class of 2019 throughout their school days in the district. “Our class has fallen on bad luck from the very
start,” she said. “Half-day kindergarten, multiple
power outages at formal, the Boston elevator ﬁasco,
and all of our 200 cancelled ﬁeld trips. Just to name
a few; I think we could add tonight to the list.”
Relyea was speaking after an hour-long delay to
the ceremonies caused by a heavy downpour of rain
accompanied by thunder and lightning, which sent the
crowd gathered on the football ﬁeld running for cover
shortly after salutatorian Marie Ling began her speech.
Some of the family and friends on hand to see the
soon-to-be grads accept their diplomas waited out
the storm in their vehicles, while others accompanied the students inside to the gym and auditorium.
Commencement resumed as the sun went down,
the bright lights of the football ﬁeld illuminating a
diﬀerent type of action.
Salutatorian Marie Ling picked up where she’d
left oﬀ, her fondness for mathematics informing
her remarks. Noting that most of the students had
attended Highland schools together since kindergarten, she said they’d spent some 15,750 hours in each
other’s company. “We’ve gone through thousands of
years of history, had about 1,080 gym classes, and
conjugated at least 300 verbs. And we’ve given our
teachers a million headaches.”
In the coming years, Ling told her classmates,
they’ll probably be worried about diﬀerent numbers: their college GPAs, their salaries, or paying oﬀ
student loans. “But don’t stress about that too much.
You’re probably tired of hearing me say all these
numbers, but don’t worry; they aren’t everything,
and they shouldn’t be. Because numbers, in the end,
don’t deﬁne you. The most important things don’t
have numbers: family, how much you love someone
and happiness matter. Just those few things.”
The planned program was abbreviated on account
of the storm, with the usual musical interludes between speeches eliminated. Valedictorian Relyea
took the stage after Ling, telling the crowd that she
wasn’t going to use a line she’d planned about “halfexpecting to get struck by lightning” while referencing the “curse of the class of 2019,” a possibility that
turned out to be more likely than she’d imagined
when composing the speech, she joked.
Relyea read from a few of the daily letters she’d
written to her classmates over the course of the year,
a collection of thoughts that serves as a journal of
their last year together. In one, she spoke about perseverance, advising classmates that when life throws
them the inevitable challenges “and you seem to
be cursed, always keep ﬁghting. Take the hardships

Highland High School graduates and staff pledge their allegiance to the United States of America.

Friends and family gathered to celebrate the 136 Highland High School graduates last Wednesday evening.

head-on, and instead of asking yourself, ‘Why is this
happening to me,’ ask yourself, ‘How can I make the
most of this?’ What can I do to better myself in this
situation?”
The guest commencement speaker, 2010 Highland High School alumna Olivia Armstrong, took the
podium next. She delivered a somewhat dystopian
view of her years in high school and the diﬃculties
of coping with the workplace as an adult.

And then it was time.
The graduating class of 136 students patiently waiting on the Carl F. Meekins Athletic Field at Highland
High School received their diplomas in a ceremony
presided over by high school principal William Zimmer, released afterward into the world to carry on
with the next stages of their lives. There’s a saying
that rain is lucky at weddings; maybe it’s true for
graduations, as well. ++
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Open call for vendors
at new Gardiner
Makers’ Market
coming this summer

W

ITH NO SHORTAGE of farmer’s markets and farm stands in the Gardiner
area, nobody has really been inspired
to start up the now defunct Gardiner
Green Market again. Its last appearance was in 2015.
But Gardiner has made a name for itself in recent
years as a place where makers are welcome, with
a number of artists and artisans calling the hamlet
home. So in committing to bringing back an openair market to the town, the Gardiner Library will run
with the hamlet’s strength, presenting the inaugural
Gardiner Makers’ Market on Friday, August 16 from
1:30-6:30 p.m.
The Gardiner Makers’ Market will feature handcrafters in the area who do their work with precision
and care. The market will provide a space for makers
to share their work and sell their items, but it’s also
intended as a means to build community and create
a space for people to meet up, talk, eat, share and
have a good time.
An open call for vendors is in progress; the deadline
to apply is Friday, July 26. Visit https://gardinermakersmarket.squarespace.com/vendors or email Catarina
Cowden at publicrelations@gardinerlibrary.org.
The Gardiner Makers' Market will take place once
a month on the third Friday from 1:30-6:30 p.m. In
addition to the August market, events will be held on
September 20, October 18, November 15 and December 20. The market will be held outdoors, weather

Still painting at 90:
Raymond Schlienkofer
art exhibit and reception
at Gardiner Library

T

HE GARDINER LIBRARY will host
an exhibit entitled “Still Painting
at 90” from July 3-31 exploring the
work of Raymond Schlienkofer, a
Hudson Valley local, and his journey as an
artist through trial and error. Meet the artist
at a reception on Saturday, July 13 from 1:30
to 3:30 p.m.
As an untrained artist, Schlienkofer has always shared his past paintings and thoughts
with new friends. He enjoys painting scenery, ships, birds, wolves, orcas, dolphins
and large gameﬁsh, mostly in acrylics on
canvas, board or wood.
The works will be on display in the library exhibit space, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike
through March 24. For further information,
call the library at 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.
Painting by Raymond Schlienkofer.

permitting, moving indoors if necessary to the library’s community room. The event will also feature
performances and entertainment on the Gardiner
Library’s outdoor stage.
The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike in

Gardiner. For more information, call (845) 255-1255,
visit the event Facebook page or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org or www.gardinermakersmarket.squarespace.com.
-- Sharyn Flanagan

Sign up now
for Gardiner Classic
5K July 18

I

TCHING TO GET out for a footrace? It’s signup
time right now for the 17th annual Gardiner
Classic 5K, which is scheduled for the evening
of Thursday, July 18. Registration happens online at https://runsignup.com/race/ny/gardiner/gfd5kclassicrunwalk, and ends at 11:59 on July 7, which
is this coming Sunday.
Why can’t runners just decide to show up on the
day-of? Because this is a real race, not just a “fun
run” -- although walkers are welcome to participate.
“It is oﬃcially timed and scored. The timing chip is
in their bib,” explained John Fracasse, a community
member who has been one of the Gardiner Classic’s organizers “for 17 years -- since the beginning.”
About 200 runners usually compete. “We had a
winner from Arizona one year, but the majority of
people are from the Hudson Valley.”
The course is oﬃcially described as “a scenic 5K
race with rolling hills on paved highway and rail
trail.” The start and ﬁnish are in George Majestic Memorial Park, accessed via Murphy Lane in the Gardiner hamlet. The route “goes down Sand Hill Road,
then they hop onto the [Wallkill Valley] Rail Trail and
come back,” Fracasse said.
The 5K begins at 6:30 p.m., and there’s a Kids’ Fun
Run for children under 12 that starts at 7:30 p.m. in the
baseball ﬁeld in Majestic Park. Both groups of runners
will gather afterwards in the Pavilion -- which has been
completely replaced and upgraded since last year’s
Gardiner Classic -- for a barbecue with friends, families
and supporters, followed by an awards ceremony for
the winners in all race categories.
There will be prizes for the top three male and
female runners overall, plus each age category: 12
and under, 13 to 19, 20 to 29, 30 to 39, 40 to 49, 50
to 59, 60 to 69 and 70 and over. Typical prizes are
gift cards donated by local merchants; presumably
by pure coincidence, bald men winning haircuts
has become something of a humorous tradition in
recent years of the Classic. All children participating
in the Kids’ Fun Run will receive a medal, an ice pop
and a gift certiﬁcate redeemable at any Stewart’s Ice

LAUREN THOMAS

The Gardiner 5K Run in 2016.

Cream Shop.
This event is a major annual fundraiser for the Gardiner Fire Department. Runners and walkers in the
5K pay a race fee of $25 plus a signup fee of $2.50.
Children participating in the Kids’ Fun Run pay a $10
race fee and a $2 signup fee, and should also register in advance. All participants get fed and watered
for no additional charge at the barbecue afterwards,
and anyone who wants to celebrate with them can
join the party by making a voluntary contribution to
ULSTER PUBLISHING’S REASON

\5

WHY PRINT?

Sustainability Our newspapers are printed using recycled
materials whenever possible.
We always recycle any extra
copies, and encourage our
readers to do the same.

the Fire Department.
The Gardiner Classic goes on rain or shine, so
book your bib now!
-- Frances Marion Platt

TIME TO FIX YOUR MUDDY
DRIVEWAY? WE CAN HELP!
D
Homeowner Excavation & Dump Truck Service
• Top Soil, Gravel & Shale
• New Footing Drains for Old Houses
• Foundations • Site Clearing
WE’RE
• Septic Systems
LOCAL!
• All Your Excavating Needs
• Commercial & Residential Work
 “Satisfying Homeowners Since 1993” 

BRUCE KATZ • (845) 255-0803
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Community choice aggregation
Cheaper, greener power coming to New Paltz
by Terence P Ward

T

HERE IS A change coming to how electricity is supplied in New Paltz, and it is expected to bring down the cost and the carbon
footprint for nearly everybody in town.
What's most remarkable is that, for most ratepayers,
nothing need be done to experience these beneﬁts.
Hudson Valley Community Power representative Jeﬀ
Domanski explained this at an information session
on June 27, and he also dug into the details for those
interested in how the program will work.
The plan is called community choice aggregation
(CCA), and it's a way to pool the buying power of residents to negotiate rates and sources with electricity

Expect a letter from the
mayor or town supervisor
explaining the details; that
should be mailed in July.
That begins a 30-day opt-out
period before the cheaper
rates and cleaner energy
kicks in for everyone else.
suppliers. State legislators made this possible in 2016
with an eye on increasing green power by creating a
demand for it, but saving money is a consequence as
well. Behind the scenes, the process is enormously
complicated: ﬁrst came the enabling legislation by
town and village board members, then they had to
select an administrator from a very short list. That
designation goes to Joule Community Power and
naming Joule triggered a process of public information including this session and an upcoming mailing.
Thereafter, prices for 100% green energy and for the
least-expensive "brown" alternative will be sought,
and most people in town will get the green energy
option as of September. New Paltz is also joining other communities that use Joule in what's called Hudson Valley Community Power in a consortium, and
the information piece is being managed by Domanski, whose ﬁrm is called Hudson Valley Energy.
Compared to what's going on in other states,
Domanski calls this a "simple, beautiful model."
"Choice" is part of the name of this model, and

LAUREN THOMAS

Last week at the New Paltz Community Center, a public information session was held to learn how the CCA works.
Pictured is Jeffrey Domanski of Hudson Valley Community Power.

Domanski is aware that people in New Paltz like to
have a choice. Electricity is not garbage, however,
and CCA is not very similar to the garbage plan now
in eﬀect in New Paltz. CCA deals only beneﬁt people
who do not have a contract with a third-party electricity company. Since the 1990s it's been possible to
buy power directly from energy service companies,
but most people do not. Instead, their electricity is
purchased on the spot market because Central Hudson is not, by law, a producer of electricity. Electricity bills have two parts: distribution — that's the
Central Hudson piece — and supply. Purchasing from
an ESCO hits the supply line on the bill, but most
people simply don't bother and take what they get.
Under CCA rules, that do-nothing option becomes
the green plan, which by all accounts will still be
cheaper than the brown energy most people now
consume. The distribution fees charged are set by
state regulators.
Therefore, the ﬁrst choice is to use an ESCO. Anyone under contract remains under contract, and
anyone can enter a new contract whenever they
wish. The mailing to be sent out will lay that out, as

WHY WE’RE THE PREFERRED TEAM!!

“We always use your website
because it is friendly, clean
and honest.”
COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
255-3455

Gardiner Gables 2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525

www.coluccishandrealty.com

** Become a Fan of Colucci Shand Realty on Facebook **

well as providing several methods by which to opt
out of cheaper, greener power even if one does not
have a standing arrangement. One way to opt out
will be by selecting the second CCA alternative, the
least costly. In communities further along in this process, the brown option is fractions of a cent less than
the green per kilowatt hour. However, it's hoped
that the savings from existing bills will be enough to
convince most people to participate in green power,
dropping an economic barrier to environmental
change. However, up until now some people have
been willing to pay a premium for greener energy;
this means that they will continue to pay higher rates
under those contracts even if they are getting energy
from the same company as their neighbor who participates in the CCA instead.
In Westchester, where the average rate paid was
6.87 cents per kilowatt-hour, the green alternative
came in at 6.36 cents and the brown option at 6.08
cents per kilowatt-hour. Suppliers who oﬀer these
rates are not guaranteed any participation and use
typical opt-out rates to inform their bids, but 110,000
do in Westchester (95% on the all-green option), for
a savings to-date in excess of $17 million. "There will
be many people who won't even know this program
is happening," Domanski said.
Domanski explained that CCA rules also can help
address an unintended consequence of energy deregulation in the 1990s: sometimes, people signing
up with an ESCO ﬁnd it's hard to get out, and the
prices advertised often don't last. CCA contracts are
with municipal governments, not with residents.
Consumer and environmental protection are baked
into the same state law.
The mailing will provide details on how to opt out
right away, but the CCA deal will be in eﬀect for two
years and opting in or out will continue to be available throughout. After two years, the process of selecting a supplier for the two ﬁxed-rate options and
the process of public engagement begins again. If
it's decided not to continue with a CCA, all the users simply revert to brown Central Hudson power at
higher rates.
Expect a letter from the mayor or town supervisor explaining the details; that should be mailed in
July. That begins a 30-day opt-out period before the
cheaper rates and cleaner energy kicks in for everyone
else. Do nothing, and suﬀer the consequences: cheaper electricity that does less harm to the planet. ++
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Greenhouse
gases need to
be reduced
Village of New Paltz
climate-change plan
could be aggressive
by Terence P Ward

I

N ORDER TO reach the greenhouse-gas emission goals set by Governor Cuomo, New Paltz
village oﬃcials have to change how government
business is done. The goals set by the governor
reduce greenhouse gases by 85% by 2050. The plan
pitched by Janelle Peotter and Amanda Gotto of the
New Paltz Climate Smart Task Force calls for more
electric vehicles in the village ﬂeet, ﬁnishing the conversion of street lights to light-emitting diodes and
cutting energy consumption in the water and wastewater treatment plants especially.

"There's no need to
warm up modern cars,"
deputy mayor KT Tobin said,
and few reasons to leave any
village engine idling for any
period of time.

The greenhouse gas inventory revealed that
636-and-a-half tons of carbon or its equivalent were
produced from village assets and facilities in 2016
and from that baseline this plan would reduce that
by 335 tons over the next ﬁve years. Much of that
— 266 tons — has already been achieved by trustees
switching electricity providers in the time since the
inventory data were collected. What's left will take
more eﬀort than a simple vote, but work is already
in progress. The LED conversion of street lights has
been ongoing for more than two years, for example,
and an architect was hired to ﬁnd ways to green-up
the design for the new ﬁrehouse to be built next
year. Mayor Tim Rogers talked about plans to build
solar arrays at both water and wastewater treatment
plants; this would in no way reduce the tremendous
amount of energy necessary to pump water and
compress raw sewage, but both locations are promising for siting arrays to use to oﬀset those consumptive processes.
Rogers said that there won't be electric alternatives for the largest trucks needed for some time, but
seeking to procure smaller vehicles that are fullyelectric is a possibility. Alongside that, trustees can
pass a policy on idling. "There's no need to warm up
modern cars," deputy mayor KT Tobin said, and few
reasons to leave any village engine idling for any period of time. State law does limit how long truck engines are allowed to idle, but the new policy would
likely be more restrictive in terms of time and more
inclusive in terms of vehicle types. Gotto predicted
that such measures could also end up saving taxpayers $60,000 a year in fuel expense.
Current trustees are willing, but the changes are
becoming more diﬃcult to ﬁnd. William Wheeler
Murray was skeptical about how much energy savings could be found in the treatment plants, and
whether it's feasible to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 10%. Rogers said that all the "low-hanging
fruit" in the village's energy tree had already been
picked. Nevertheless, Tobin applauded the fact that
they can now base these discussions on "real data"
from the inventory. ++

Think of the pedestrians -- village
considers adding crosswalks to
Route 299
A clash of philosophies has kept the New Paltz
village from being as pedestrian-friendly as leaders
might wish it to be, but Mayor Tim Rogers sees a
path forward when it comes to adding crosswalks to
Route 299. The village is a "complete streets" community, meaning that trustees formally agreed that
transportation systems should be usable by everyone, whether or not they're in a motorized vehicle.
However, state transportation oﬃcials tend to prioritize automobiles. Case in point: it's not easy to
get more crosswalks on state roads. Not only are
they seen as causing congestion in car traﬃc, but
the lights on Main Street are also synchronized and
people in crosswalks (or worse yet, who use walk
signals) disrupt that pattern.
Rogers has seen that DOT oﬃcials are sometimes
amenable to crosswalks on their roads if there is a
review being conducted anyway. That happened
at the corner of Mohonk Avenue and South Chestnut Street: when that intersection had its safety improved by removing the "early turn," a crosswalk
was painted there as well. The mayor anticipates
that when an upcoming review of Route 299 is performed to check for compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, he may be able to secure some
crosswalks at that time. Rogers is eyeing Prospect
Avenue as an important place to site a crosswalk and
said there are "others" he will ask about as well.
-- Terence P Ward

There will now be a charge to use
rooms in Village Hall
It’s now going to cost to use rooms in New Paltz
Village Hall. Last week, trustees approved a policy
to charge town residents $10 to use a room for two
hours or $100 to reserve it weekly for a year. Those
who live outside of New Paltz will have to pay 50%
more.
-- Terence P Ward

Free parking at the park
Parking spots nearest Hasbrouck Park in New Paltz
are going to be free on weekends. Trustees set a hear-

ing for July 10 (all village hearings, no matter how
many are scheduled for the same night, are scheduled for 7 p.m.) to formalize the plan, but agreed in
the short term to direct parking enforcement oﬃcers
to turn their gazes elsewhere on weekends. Eventually, parking payment will be possible through kiosks
or a mobile app, allowing for the mechanical meters
to be relocated.
-- Terence P Ward

State funding push
Even as they ratchet back parking and plan to replace the playground at Hasbrouck Park, Village of
New Paltz trustees also want to ﬁx what Mayor Tim
Rogers calls the "sketchy intersection" of Mohonk
and Elting avenues, where a wide turn near the playground encourages faster driving. The corner will be
the focus of one request in this year's round of state
funding. Rogers would like to replace that expanse
of pavement with some green infrastructure to better absorb runoﬀ. The improvement was part of a
wider town-village recreation plan which was left
unfunded the past two years by money designated
for parks; by breaking it out, this application will be
directed to a diﬀerent program. If successful, Rogers
hopes to use general funds to make needed improvements to the adjacent ball courts. "No single parking
spot would be lost" under the plan, the mayor said.
Another project for which funding is sought is to
ﬁx leaky sewer laterals, the pipes connecting buildings to the system. These are private property and
usually that's enough to get a quick rejection, but the
village remains under a DEC consent order because
of a shaky sewer system. Leaky laterals are likely
contributing to the problem of too much water in
the system, and homeowners are not likely to notice
problems — or pay to ﬁx them — quickly.
-- Terence P Ward

Bee friendly
Village of New Paltz trustee William Wheeler Murray turned to local beekeepers to help him write
some standards for keeping bees in the village. The
result is a set of rules which will be considered for
passage into law at a hearing on July 10. KT Tobin
called Murray's work "exactly what we needed" to
make it possible to keep bees in the village.
-- Terence P Ward

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES

AARP Member
Discount - 15%
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vide an essential source of timber for furniture, ﬂooring, interior ﬁnishing, and veneer. Cork is sourced
from oak and the impervious heartwood of oak is
used for shipbuilding and wine and whiskey casks.
Oaks are prominent in many forest ecosystems and
their acorns are a vital food source for wildlife, high
in fat and nutrients. In addition, oaks have an important role to play in urban and suburban landscapes
as they are durable, long-lived and majestic trees.
They can be an outstanding feature in any park with
a large and spreading growth habit. The grand size,
longevity, and sturdiness of oaks have made them a
familiar symbol in many cultures around the world."
Urban environments — and New Paltz qualiﬁes
— are stressful for trees. Soil gets compacted under vehicles and construction, driving out the nutrients while adding plenty of road salt. It may be
that breeding a tree to tolerate salt is easier than
weaning a road crew oﬀ using it. High pH, limited
soil volume and drought stress are also among common stressors of urban street trees. Each of the ﬁve
trees has diﬀerent parentage and each will be closely
monitored to see how well they do over time. The
parents were selected from the Quercus species
minima, bicolor, warei, x. comptoniae, mysinifolia,

LAUREN THOMAS

Pictured are some of the volunteer members of the Village of New Paltz Shade Tree Commission (L-R): Robert Brunet,
Neil Bettez, Shelley Ottens and volunteer consulting arborist Dwight Bayne. The group is posed next a hybrid oak,
which is part of a project to introduce trees which might be better suited to grow in the types of soil found along the
streets and sidewalks of the village.

Street trees
Experimental oaks planted in the Village of New Paltz
by Terence P Ward

N

EW PALTZ SHADE tree commissioners
have been upping their game in recent
years in the way they expend their budget
for street trees. For a while, there was an
emphasis on fruit trees and food justice, but now the
hunt is on for an oak that's adapted to the stresses
of village life. Majestic as the oak might be, they can
suﬀer roadside, with the ﬁrst symptom usually be-

ing chlorosis: yellowing leaves. They've tapped into
a program oﬀering experimental hybrids to help
answer that question, and ﬁve were planted around
the village this spring -- including one in memory of
Vietnam veteran Hank Schulte.
The trees stem, as it were, from a joint program
of Cornell University and Landscape Plant Development Center. Much praise is given to oaks in the
supporting literature: "It is diﬃcult to overstate their
ecological, economic and cultural value. Oaks pro-

Fighting Spirit   

Urban environments — and
New Paltz qualifies — are
stressful for trees.

libani, and polymorpha; tags on the trees indicate
the mommy and daddy tree. These trees are also
larger than the ones planted on village streets in the
past, as older trees apparently survive transplanting
in greater numbers. With larger root balls, Masseo
Landscaping was brought in to care for and plant the
trees when they were delivered. The ﬁve trees were
planted in Hasbrouck Park, in front of the courthouse parking lot entrance, at the Mohonk Avenue
intersection with South Chestnut Street, in front of
the Awareness Shop at 180 Main Street, and Hank
Schulte's memorial tree was planted at 39-41 Church
Street. They are recognizable by the large watering
bags attached, which will remain this year.
Breeding oaks intentionally takes time and vigilance. Trees produce tiny female ﬂowers ﬁrst, which
are soon overshadowed by "long, draping catkins
of the male ﬂowers," spilling pollen everywhere.
Breeders must pollinate the female ﬂowers — piling
on the pollen collected from a male ﬂower on another tree — before the boy ﬂowers open up. Acorns
take a season to mature, and breeders must compete
with squirrels to collect them. The research project,
begun in 2003, has yielded a handful of promising
hybrids out of thousands of seedlings. Those are
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Gastropub • Dining • Events
Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

Happy
Independence Day!
Celebrate with us Open July 4th!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM

Our screened porches & patio are OPEN!
215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA
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then propagated by cloning. Learning how to replicate full trees, rather than grafting hybrids onto
possibly inferior roots, is itself continuing. Oaks are
particularly hard to reproduce asexually, and that's
actually a characteristic for which these trees have
been bred. Researchers hope to be able to expand
the scale of the hybrid testing as the cloning regimen
is perfected.
Dr. Nina Bassuk, head of the research program,
did not respond to questions about the program's
funding by press time. However Neil Bettez, one of
the shade tree commissioners, said that these trees
were slightly less expensive than similarly-sized trees
purchased locally, even considering shipping. That
they will be involved in ongoing research is simply
an added beneﬁt. ++

B & L Jewelers
For All Your Jewelry Needs
Diamonds • Fine Jewelry
Mountings • Repairs • Appraisals
All At Discount Prices
845-255-8919 • FAX 845-255-0004
www.bljewelers.com
Main St. New Paltz, NY 12561

Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of
the Lunar Landing at Elting Library
In observance of the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon landing, NASA Solar System Ambassador
Dr. Willie K. Yee will be speaking about moon science from Apollo 11 until the present day on Thursday, July 11, 7 p.m., in the Steinberg Reading Room
at Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 Main Street
in New Paltz.
The program is free and open to all ages. For additional information, call 255-5030.

hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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2-DAY BBQ BRADLEY BONANZA!

FRI. JULY 5TH (5-8 PM) • SAT. JULY 6TH (12-3 PM)
BBQ with Ray’s farm-grown
spare rib platter ($20),
pork burger platter ($15).
Both served with side of
mac and cheese, slaw,
corn bread and pickles.
Vegetarian & kids options,
desserts and NYS wine,
beer and cider on tap!

845-255-2244
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Great Coffee

Homestyle, Organic
Breakfast & Lunch Deli
No Preservatives – No Hormones – No Antibiotics
79 Main Street, New Paltz

KITCHENS
•
Woodstock
New Paltz
845.255.2022 / 845.679.2002

Help keep local
journalism strong
The business of media is changing,
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked
journalism is needed now more than ever.
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BRADLEY FARM • 845.255.8769
317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ
Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card

Good news.
Rates just
got lower.

RAYBRADLEYFARM.COM

Homegrown Raspberries!

Homegrown Sugar Snap Peas, Kale,
Swiss Chard, Lettuces, Summer Squash
& Local Strawberries!
Cider Donuts made every morning!
Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream!

Jim DeMaio, Agent
246 Main Street
New Paltz, NY 12561
Bus: 845-255-5180
www.jim-demaio.com

I’m excited to announce auto insurance
rates just went down. I can help you ﬁnd
coverage that works for you.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

THE GARDENER’S PLACE TO BE!
• Flowering Annuals
• Huge Selection of Perennials
• Vegetable Plants and Herbs
• Trees, Shrubs & Rose Bushes
• Gifts and Supplies for Gardening
• Bulk Mulch, Compost & Top Soil
Open 7 Days 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
1901155
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Richardson, TX
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Red flags
Saugerties man who killed father in New Paltz should not have had a gun: Law enforcement oﬃcials say
by Christina Coulter

J

EREMY KAARTINE OF Saugerties, who on
June 1 shot and killed his estranged father
in a New Paltz diner parking lot and then
turned the gun on himself after he led cops
on a car chase back to his hometown, was issued a
pistol permit by state Supreme Court Justice Julian
Schreibman. Schreibman approved the permit over
the strenuous objections, on the grounds of Kaartine’s repeated run-ins with town police, of Sheriﬀ
Juan Figueroa, Sheriﬀ ’s Chief Civil Administrator
John McGovern and Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra.
Law enforcement can’t conﬁrm that the gun used
in the June 1 incident was the one Schreibman issued
the permit for, but according to New Paltz police, the
gun Kaartine used to slay his father and then himself
was registered to him. An email between McGovern
and Chief Sinagra in which the former warns that
Kaartine has obtained a permit is dated May 9 of this
year.
Schreibman did not return a phone call seeking
comment.
To obtain a pistol permit in Ulster County, applicants must submit a detailed form, submit to ﬁngerprinting and provide four character references. That
information is used by the sheriﬀ ’s oﬃce to conduct
a detailed background investigation that includes juvenile records and instances of police contact that
did not result in criminal charges. The results of the
investigation are then turned over to a judge who
has sole discretion on whether to issue the permit
and what, if any, restrictions are placed on it. All applicants must undergo an in-person interview with
the judge prior to issuance of the permit. In addition
to issuing a permit, judges must also approve the
purchase of each individual handgun. Judges may
also order the suspension or revocation of a permit.
In an interview this week, Sinagra said there was
no way Kaartine should have been allowed to have
a handgun.
“At the end of the day what this really demonstrates is there’s a need for law enforcement to have
a voice with respect to individuals having the ability
to obtain a pistol permit,” said Sinagra. “In this case,
when you take a look at the history, the question that
begs to be answered is, ‘How did this individual get
the permit in the ﬁrst place?’”
By the time Kaartine, 22, had gotten his pistol
permit, he had a long history of interactions with
Saugerties police. According to documents obtained
from the Saugerties Police Department, Kaartine
had racked up approximately two dozen interactions with town police over the last decade or so, including ten domestic disputes. It’s unclear whether
he had interactions with other police agencies.
According to documents, Andrew Kaartine, the
father slain by the son, placed two calls to police in
2011 when Jeremy was 15, telling police he feared for
his safety and requesting a police escort to pick his
child up for custody visits. Also in that year, Jeremy

Kaartine allegedly threatened to harm his father and
destroy his home.
In interviews with police, documents show, Jeremy Kaartine’s mother said that he suﬀered from
clinical depression, obsessive compulsive disorder and
“physical and mental disability.” One incident, also in
2011, resulted in charges of second-degree harassment,
third-degree assault and unlawful imprisonment. (The
disposition of those charges, due to his status as a minor when charged, is not public at this time.)
According to a police report, Kaartine pushed his

“In this particular case,
there’s enough red ﬂags
that really should have
prevented this person from
obtaining a pistol permit,”
Saugerties Police Chief
Joe Sinagra said.
mother in a stairwell, where she sustained an injury
to her thigh from a nail jutting out of the wall, and
barricaded her there. In January of 2012, police were
called to Saugerties High when Kaartine refused to
leave a classroom. The police report on that incident
said that Kaartine was “abusive and confrontational” toward the responding oﬃcer, and “punched the
door, slamming it open” upon leaving the room —
ultimately, Kaartine had to be physically restrained
before he calmed down. At age 16, he was put on a
Person in Need of Supervision Petition, which gets
family court involved when other disciplinary actions by parents have failed.
Since Kaartine was 11 years old, both parents had
called police multiple times to seek out police assistance in such situations, according to the documents. Police had also responded to Kaartine’s
home in 2017 when he threatened suicide.
“As discussed, despite the history of domestics
between Karen Masters, who was forced to surrender her pistol permit, and her son, Jeremy Kaartine,
Hon. J. Schreibman, over the strenuous objections
of myself and Sheriﬀ [ Juan] Figueroa, granted Jeremy a pistol permit, restricted to the premises [of
his home],” wrote Sheriﬀ ’s Department Chief Civil
Administrator John McGovern, who oversees the department’s pistol permit bureau, to Saugerties Police
Chief Sinagra via an email with the subject line “Ofﬁcer Safety” on May 9 of this year.
While Schreibman approved the pistol permit, the
paperwork to actually collect them — referred to as
coupons — was approved by state Supreme Court
Justice James Gilpatric.
“Jeremy purchased two handguns, which were approved by Hon. J. Gilpatric. The coupons to take possession of the handguns are here at UCSO for Jeremy
to pick up.”
McGovern’s unsettling valediction punctuating
the email was “be safe.”
On May 15 of this year, less than a month before

the murder-suicide took place, a neighbor reported
that Kaartine was shooting a pistol repeatedly at a
trash pail atop a chair at their apartment complex
with his mother looking on. Although an investigation revealed that Kaartine had, in fact, been shooting his pistol within 500 feet of the neighboring residence — a misdemeanor under state penal law — the
neighbor declined to press charges and rescinded
her previous statement.
“We do what we’re supposed to do here at the
sheriﬀ ’s oﬃce, which is gather the information and
give that to the licensing oﬃcer,” said Figueroa,
who said that he had spoken to a county attorney
to determine what he could release to the press on
the matter. “Ultimately that decision is made by the
licensing oﬃcer … any and all information regarding any interactions with law enforcement on all
applications we submit to the court. It’s ultimately
the decision of the court, the licensee renders the
decision.”
Masters surrendered her own pistols and pistol
permit in November 2017, four days after police
were called to her home when her son threatened
suicide on the ﬁrst of the month.
“Sometimes, people are nice to you after your
[sic] dead,” said Kaartine, according to Masters in
her statement to responding police. “On the day of
the funeral, everybody acts like they care.”
Kaartine allegedly went on to say that no one
cared about him, that he was not normal and that
his existence was meaningless. Police brought him
to HealthAlliance Hospital in Kingston for a mental
evaluation. The handgun in Kaartine’s bedroom,
a Beretta 9mm, had reportedly not been removed
from the box at that time. Kaartine told police that
his mother had “bought the gun for him as a present
… for his own protection because he spends most
of his time at home.” Masters told police, the documents show, that she had purchased the gun for her
son three months prior from a gun shop in the Albany area, and that she had a H&R .32-caliber revolver
of her own.
According to police documents, Masters told oﬃcers that she and her son Jeremy felt threatened by
the family living next door for lodging a number of
noise complaints against them earlier that year (according to police documents, Kaartine made eight
noise complaints about his neighbors and the children that lived there within two months that year.
Many of the instances were “unfounded” according to police — in one incident, a responding oﬃcer
wrote that they “[assured the neighbor] that she and
her grandchildren could have fun and make noise in
the pool” and noted that they were not making any
noise upon arrival and “were doing nothing wrong.”
Masters approached police in this period asking
whether an order of protection could be arranged
on her and her son’s behalf; because no arrests were
made, it could not.
Along with the applicant’s criminal record, licensing
oﬃcers receive a detailed questionnaire ﬁlled out by
four area residents testifying to the gun-seeker’s good
character, and conduct an in-person interview with the
applicant. Any Ulster County resident that is charged
with a crime is ordered to turn in their permitted guns
to authorities until the case is adjudicated.
“In this particular case, there’s enough red ﬂags that
really should have prevented this person from obtaining a pistol permit,” Sinagra said. “This tragedy may
have still occurred whether this individual had a permit or not, but we need to be responsible enough to be
sure that when we recognize that there’s an issue, particularly with mental health issues, that the individual
not be allowed to get a permit.” ++
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PHOTO SUPPLIED BY ULSTER COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Backed by public officials and firemanic volunteers at the Volunteer Fireman’s Hall in Kingston last Friday, Ulster County
executive Pat Ryan signs the legislation authorizing funding for expanded public safety training in Ulster County.

Thank you for your service
Volunteering is still alive and well in Ulster County
“In the United States, as soon as several inhabitants
have taken an opinion or an idea they wish to promote
in society, they seek each other out and unite together
once they have made contact. From that moment, they
are no longer isolated but have become a power seen
from afar whose activities serve as an example and
whose words are heeded.”
-- Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in
America (1831)
by Geddy Sveikauskas

A

MERICA HAS ALWAYS been a society of
joiners, and it was in that spirit that Ulster County executive Pat Ryan last Friday
signed resolutions at the historic Volunteer
Fireman’s Hall on Fair Street in Kingston to authorize up to $6.2 million in bonding for construction
of a public safety training center on Ulster Landing
Park in the Town of Ulster. The funding, which will
also pay for equipment and hands-on education,
speciﬁes that the facility will be available for training purposes to law-enforcement agencies and other
ﬁrst responders.
Noting in a self-deprecatory manner that he had
had nothing to do with the legislation which was be-

ing celebrated that day, Ryan praised its intent. In its
emphasis on cooperation, sharing and working together, he said, it reinforced that volunteers felt they
were “part of something bigger than we are.” It’s a
theme he has often voiced before.
Ryan was blunt in what that concept of service might
involve. Volunteer ﬁreﬁghters and emergency personnel had to overcome “the instinct to run away rather
from than to run toward the danger.” For being prepared to risk their lives to help others, the West Point
graduate and former Afghanistan combat veteran said,
they deserved the best training they could get. “Let no
man say his training let him down,” he said.
Aﬃxed to the front of the table where Ryan sat

TLK

LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

was the appropriate three-word slogan for the photo
opportunity: “Support Our Volunteers.” Standing
around Ryan as he signed were ﬁve county legislators, the sheriﬀ and undersheriﬀ, and volunteer
ﬁreﬁghters in spiﬀy uniforms and shined shoes from
some of the 49 independent ﬁre companies in Ulster
County whose badges identiﬁed their allegiance:
Clintondale, Esopus, Marlboro, New Paltz, Olive,
Rosendale, Spring Lake and Wawarsing.
The inevitable county staﬀ took photographs to
commemorate the event. A press release with laudatory sentiments about the occasion — quoting
even those who hadn’t shown up for it — appeared
promptly after the ceremony.
In recent years, there has been considerable literature about the decline of American volunteerism.
It’s clear that the kind of volunteering represented
by the ﬁreﬁghters and emergency personnel at the
ceremony last Friday has been in decline. Most community ﬁre companies in Ulster County have been
ﬁnding it diﬃcult to sustain their membership.
But the traditions of local government, where people can most easily see and evaluate what they’re
getting for their taxes, remain strong. Residents
show up for meetings of school boards, town boards,
planning boards, environmental committees and
other agencies when the right occasions arise. Nonproﬁts continue to proliferate. Human-service agencies are much more active.
A local historian once reminded me that there
once had been a time, perhaps now before the recollection of our oldest residents, when it was a point
of pride among long-time citizens in many Catskills
towns not to pay their local taxes in cash. Instead,
I was told, they would work a few days on the local roads instead or cook meals for the community’s
unfortunate and indigent. A few remnants of these
practices, I am told, such as the highway department
showing up for lunch when they’re working in the
neighborhood, still persist among the oldtimers.
Volunteerism takes many forms. Though there’s
still a premium, as there always should be, on risking
one’s life for one’s neighbors, the occasions for such
behavior have diminished. That’s a good thing, not
a bad one. Now community-minded Americans will
need to explore new ways “to unite together once
they have made contact.”
Martin Luther King, Jr. may have expressed the communitarian ethic best. “Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve,” he said at the Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Atlanta in 1968. “You don't have to
have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make
your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a
heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.” ++
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We’re here to help.

Join us at Hasbrouck House for our
FREE ‘Sunset Flix’ ﬁlm series! The fun
continues throughout the Summer.
Come early for themed food, drinks and
surprises!
Visit www.hasbrouckhouseny.com
for details.

Saturday July 6
Wet Hot
American Summer
7:30 — 11:30pm, Movie @ 8:30pm

Saturday August 10

Dirty
Dancing
7 — 11pm, Movie @ 8:15pm

Sunday September 1

Rocky Horror
Picture Show
7 — 11pm, Movie @ 8:15pm

Hasbrouck House
3805 Main St, Stone Ridge | 845.687.0736
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Community health
The right check-up will leave you feeling...
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Our banking check-up can
introduce you to solutions that
can save you time and money.

New Paltz
845.256.0003

Newburgh
845.562.6766

hudsonvalleyone.com

check

Visit your local branch or
check-up.salisburybank.info
to schedule a review of your banking health.

Fishkill
845.896.9300

Everything Ulster Publishing
in one place.

Poughkeepsie
845.454.5511

Red Oaks Mill
845.463.2265

salisburybank.com
Member FDIC

©Salisbury Bank and Trust Company

NMLS#562127

Equal Housing Lender

The right team
and the right technology
to fight cancer.

Lawrence
D. Koutcher, M.D.
Lawrence D. Koutcher, M.D.

Leah M. Katz, M.D., M.P.H.
Leah M. Katz, M.D., M.P.H.

19 Cook Street, Poughkeepsie
845-485-PROS prosoncology.com
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Get Well & Stay Well with ǷǷ

Gene Epstein, FNP

Most Insurances Accepted!

Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

845.255.2398

Now Approved for PTSD
& Chronic Pain

231 Main St.
 ȱĵǰȱ

For Information
& Appointment Call:

www.Nutrition-wise.com

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

CMS 5 Star Ratings!

————————
Full Medical Coordination
Unmatched Recreational Activities

• Updated and New Additions to
Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

It always feels like a
vacation here at MVM!

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

“Partnering your Health and Care
with Healing and Compassion”
OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS,
WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

845-430-4239

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

Voted Best Assisted Living
in the Hudson Valley
Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to
schedule a tour, please call our admissions ofﬁce at
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

ULSTER COUNTY
BRING YOUR OWN BAG ACT
LOCAL LAW NUMBER 5 OF 2018

The BYO Bag Act results in the ban of single use plastic bag
distribution at most retail locations and promotes all residents
to use reusable bags when buying food or merchandise.

This law goes into effect on July 15, 2019 and covers all of Ulster County.
As of July 15th, 2019, you will not be able to receive
single use plastic bags at the point of sale in grocery
or retail stores. We encourage you to bring your own
reusable bags, however if you forget, there will be a
minimum 5¢ fee for paper bags upon checkout.

This law will go into effect before the New York
State Plastic Bag Ban in March 2020. Based on the
similarities of our laws, once the New York State Law
comes into effect, there should be very few overall
changes, especially for consumers.

Over four decades and four
generations, helping the
chemically dependent and
their families.

Bring your own bag for no fee

Available for a 5¢ minimum fee

Not available for use

Any type of bag that the
customers bring to the store
themselves is encouraged.

Recyclable paper bags, bags made
of cloth or washable material, or
durable plastic over 4mm thick.

Single use plastic bags less
than 4mm thick and provided
to customers at a point of sale.

How Will this Affect You?
For Businesses: All businesses and markets
selling personal, consumer or household items will
withhold the distribution of plastic bags, however
recyclable paper bags can be supplied for a minimum
5¢ fee. However, food service establishments such as
restaurants, are not included in this law.

For Consumers: Consumers should start carrying
reusable bags with them when shopping, as this is
the most environmentally responsible approach. For
durability, we recommend canvas bags. Recyclable
paper bags will be available at checkouts for a
minimum 5¢ fee.

For
Formore
moreinformation
information

please
pleasesee
see our
FAQwebsite:
website:ulstercountyny.gov/BYOBagAct
ulstercountyny.gov/BYOBagFAQ
oremail:
email: BYOBagAct@co.ulster.ny.us
BYOBagAct@co.ulster.ny.us
or
Office of Ulster County Executive (845) 340–3800 • UC Department of Environment (845) 338–7287 • ulstercountyny.gov
@ulstercountyenvironment

S P R E A D

@UCDeptEnvironment

@UCDeptEnv
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A bill too far
Legal weed fails in Albany, but lawmakers see progress on cannabis
next year’s version of marijuana legalization could pass
with a much shorter time frame for implementation.
“We can work out all of the details that we didn’t
have complete agreement on, details we were willing
to discuss because the iron was hot,” said Cahill. “So
this may not result in a delay for the general public
so much as a delay in all of the legislative folderol.”

by Jesse J. Smith

I

N A HISTORIC legislative session last month,
New York lawmakers passed a long-bottled
ﬂood of progressive bills covering everything
from early voting to rent control.
But legalized recreational marijuana failed to
make the cut, despite support from Gov. Andrew
Cuomo and strenuous eﬀorts by Democrats in the
state’s two houses. Despite the failure, two local
lawmakers say they believe New York has made signiﬁcant progress on the issue, with bills that extend
decriminalization of marijuana possession and lay
the groundwork for small- and mid-sized farmers to
get in on the booming industrial hemp sector.
“We got to decriminalization, we just didn’t get to
commercialization,” said Assemblyman Kevin Cahill
(D-Kingston), a longtime supporter of marijuana legalization. “We made a lot of progress and in the end
it may not matter very much that we didn’t get there
in this legislative session.”
Marijuana reform advocates came into 2019 with
high hopes. A new Democratic majority in the state
Senate appeared poised to push through a whole
host of progressive legislation that had long been
blocked by Republican control of the body. Cuomo,
who had previously spoken against legalization and
described pot as a “gateway drug,” signaled a change
of heart. In his State of the State address in January,
Cuomo said he wanted to see legalization of recreational use marijuana pass as part of the state’s budget process. Many lawmakers were looking towards
Massachusetts, where the ﬁrst recreational-use pot
shops opened late last year, drawing a ﬂood of New
Yorkers — and their tax dollars — across the border.
In New Jersey, lawmakers appeared poised to pass
their own recreational use law raising the prospect
of millions more in New York weed money ﬂowing
into another state’s coﬀers.
But that early momentum appeared to fade after
New Jersey’s legalization eﬀort fell apart at the last
minute. New York lawmakers debated how the law
would work, how much control to give municipalities over the decision to allow marijuana sales and,
critically, how to allocate the anticipated windfall in

Some improvements
Cahill and state Sen. Jen Metzger (D-Rosendale)
both pointed to progress on marijuana issues in the
legislative session, particularly the expansion of a
1970s-era decriminalization law that makes simple
possession of marijuana a civil oﬀense similar to a
traﬃc ticket, rather than a crime. The new legislation raises limit on non-criminal possession of marijuana from 25 to 50 grams. The law also eliminates
an exception that made possession of any amount
of marijuana a misdemeanor if the substance was
“burning or in public view.” Civil liberties advocates

weed-tax dollars. Many downstate lawmakers wanted to see that revenue rolled into poor communities
of color that have borne the brunt of the half-century old War on Drugs in the form of incarceration,
heavy-handed policing and diminished prospects
for thousands of people with low-level marijuana
convictions. The legislative session ended without
an agreement satisfactory to both houses and the
governor’s oﬃce, and with the proposed Marijuana
Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA) unvoted upon.
“The real reason this didn’t pass was because the
parties couldn’t get together and ﬁgure out how to
re-compensate communities that have been disproportionately impacted by prohibition,” said Cahill.
Cahill said he believed lawmakers would build on
this year’s negotiations, potentially speeding up implementation of legal recreational pot sometime next
year. Cahill said that the MRTA was drafted with a long
phase-in period to allow the construction of a regulatory structure from scratch. With much of the heavy
lifting on those issues already agreed upon, Cahill said,

John G. Rusk

255 Fair Street
Kingston, NY
(845) 331-4100

“I can tell you that many
a client says, ‘The oﬃcer
claimed they smelled
mari juana, they searched
the car, the searched us, but
none of us smoke pot,’” said
Andrew Kossover.
have long complained that the public-view exception
allowed cops to make arrests from small amounts of
marijuana when the holder exposed their stash to
public view by turning out their pockets on orders
from a police oﬃcer. Another section of the law creates a process for people to have their convictions on
marijuana charges expunged.
Ulster County Public Defender Andrew Kossover
said the reforms were a good ﬁrst step towards
righting some of the wrongs of marijuana prohibition. But, he added that prohibition would continue
to negatively impact the lives of thousands of New
Yorkers as long as it remained in eﬀect. Kossover
added that while “pure marijuana” arrests had declined over the years, police frequently claimed to
smell marijuana as a pretext to search vehicles and
people leading to arrests on other charges.
“I can tell you that many a client says, ‘The oﬃcer claimed they smelled marijuana, they searched
the car, the searched us, but none of us smoke pot,’”
said Kossover.

Daniel J. Rusk

w w w. rw h m .c o m

1390 Route 9W
Marlboro, NY
(845) 236-4411

Helping Injured People for Generations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Catastrophic Injuries
Traumatic Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Car / Truck Crashes
Slip and Fall
Dangerous Premises
Dog Bites/Vicious Animal

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

Hemp’s prospects
Metzger said she was excited about new laws creating regulatory framework for the production and
distribution on industrial hemp and the non-intoxicating hemp extract CBD that passed just as the 2019
legislative session was about to end. Federal law allows the production of CBD and industrial hemp, but
until now New York lacked a regulatory framework for
the industry. Metzger said she and fellow members of
the Senate’s Agriculture Committee were able to maneuver the hemp provisions to a vote separately, once
it became clear that the larger legalization bill would
not pass. The bill creates licensing, labeling and production rules that she said would allow hemp production in New York to grow signiﬁcantly.
Critically, Metzger said, the bill mandates that all
hemp sold In New York be grown in New York, something she said would provide a lifeline for small and
mid-sized farmers, rather than simply create a new
market for “Big Marijuana.”
“We needed these licensing and other regulations
in place to allow the industry to really move forward
and ﬂourish,” said Metzger.
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The Flavorful Ladle
New restaurant now serving tasty fare on Route 44/55 in Highland

The Flavorful Ladle ofﬁcially opened on June
5, and a Facebook page
HE TOWN OF
where Krista posts phoLloyd has
a
tos of the Specials blackbrand-new eatboard three times a day
ery, this one outhas been the new restauside the Highland hamlet –
rant’s primary way of conjust across the street from
necting with customers
the Rocking Horse Ranch,
so far. “We believe spein fact, in the building that
cials shouldn’t be oﬀ the
most recently housed the
menu,” she says, and they
restaurant Piccolo Fiore,
do indeed sound enticing.
Paese Mio before that and
Portions are generous,
in the old days, a tavern
and everything we tried
called McCabe’s.
was fresh, tasty and wellNow rechristened The
seasoned.
Flavorful Ladle, the place
German doesn’t speno longer bears any recialize in any particular
semblance to a rural dive.
type of cookery, but they
The main dining room
are already beginning to
is bright and airy, with a
experiment with regular
high cathedral ceiling and
weekly specials, such as
brass chandeliers. MirTaco Tuesday and All You
ror panels line the back
Can Eat Pasta Monday.
wall, making the room
So far, dinnertimes have
appear even more spabeen busiest, according
cious. Rotted wood ﬂoorGerman and Krista Ortiz have opened the Flavorful Ladle at 591 Route 44/55 in Highland. They are open seven days a
to Krista: “We’d like to
ing has been torn out and
week from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. The staff are all members of the family . Pictured left to right are: Stacey DuBois, Matthew
see more of a breakfast
replaced by painted conDuBois, Krista Ortiz, Cristina Ortiz, German Ortiz and Brian Hadden.
crowd.” Indeed, part of
crete. The décor features
the place’s appeal is the fact that anything on the
black wrought-iron accents and a subtle Mid-Centuneighborhood for generations. After another locamenu can be ordered all day; there’s no shutdown
ry Modern ﬂavor that says “diner” without seeming
tion they were scouting for a restaurant fell through,
of the grill at 11 a.m. to disappoint late risers in the
too kitschy. White tablecloths are topped with plate
Krista started getting persistent phone calls from an
mood for brunch in the afternoon. Patrons can also
glass, and the chairs evoke the bucket seats in a vinuncle to tell her that the former Piccolo Fiore had
call in ahead at (845) 261-2200 to pick up takeout
tage Thunderbird, with quilted red leatherette cushions
come back on the market. Other relatives urged
orders, such as the Work Week Special: a breakfast
framed by gleaming chrome. When they aren’t serving
her to check out the space. “To keep them quiet, I
sandwich with your choice of ham, bacon or sausage
guests, the wait staﬀ keep busy spritzing the glass and
came to look at it – and here I am.” When the down
plus a cup of coﬀee to go.
chrome with window cleaner and wiping them down,
payment to purchase the building turned out to be
The Flavorful Ladle is open seven days a week
so that everything sparkles with cleanliness.
more money than the couple could raise, the owner
from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. You can ﬁnd it at 591 Route
The service is attentive, and the visitor is made to
oﬀered them a two-year lease-to-purchase arrange44/55 in Highland, or online at www.facebook.com/
feel as welcome by the staﬀ as by the appealing amment that was too good to resist.
theﬂavorfulladle. ++
biance. The menu (www.facebook.com/theﬂavorfulladle/menu) consists of classic diner comfort food,
although, says co-owner Krista Ortiz, “We didn’t
want ‘diner’ in the name. We wanted people to be
able to make up their own minds about whether
we’re a restaurant, café or diner.”
Krista’s husband and business partner Alfonso
Ortiz, known to all as German, is the chef -- not to
mention the prep cook, food buyer and sometimes
even the dishwasher. “He worked so hard to get to
this. I’m so proud of him. No one helped him,” Krista says. Born in Oaxaca, German came to the US a
quarter-century ago at the age of 15, working his way
up through the restaurant business. The couple met
when he was working as a cook and she as a waitress
at the Colonial (now City Lights) Diner in Kingston;
this is their ﬁrst stab at running their own business
together. Krista hasn’t yet given up her day job, in
the accounting oﬃce for the Ulster County governDiscounted
Wellness
Discounted
Wellness
ment. Their 11-year-old daughter Cristina, whom
Care Care
Packages
Packages
We care.
We care.
Krista wryly calls “the Princess,” has her own space
for all phases
of life.of life.
for all phases
Newburgh
We
have
pets
too.too.
W
We
have
pets
set aside to hang out after school in the restaurant’s
Veterinary
Hospital is
oﬃce, including a table dedicated to crafts. “She alDr. Flanagan
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ready made three paintings today,” Krista notes on
the Saturday when the New Paltz Times came to investigate The Flavorful Ladle.
Getting this project oﬀ the ground has been a family eﬀort from the get-go, according to Krista, who
grew up close by, on Crescent Avenue. The Ortiz
family now has a house in Hurley, but Krista’s Sutton
and DuBois forebears have lived in the immediate
by Frances Marion Platt
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Our Pets are Friends

We need them as much as they need us. So to help ensure a long and healthy life, our
discounted wellness care packages cover every phase of their development. Our kitten
and puppy packages provide head-to-tail checkups, spay/neuter, vaccinations, blood
screenings, parasite tests and more.
And for the later stages of life, our comprehensive wellness packages and preventive
care provide the same TLC for adult canines and felines.
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Geek out!
Highland Library Comic Fest on July 6 features Archie memorabilia,
giant puppets, artists, authors, games & much more
by Frances Marion Platt

D

O YOU READ about the fun goings-on at
ComiCons all summer long and wish that
San Diego were closer, or that you had an
aﬀordable place to stay overnight in Manhattan? Despair not, fellow fantasy/science ﬁction/
superhero nerd! There are smaller-scale events of
this nature happening right here in the mid-Hudson
nowadays. They may not have the budgets to draw
big-name TV and movie stars, but they do spotlight
fascinating people working in the ﬁeld who have talents to share and stories to tell. And they provide excellent opportunities to hone your cosplaying skills,
purchase books signed by the authors and connect
with fellow obsessives.
Here’s one coming up close by: The Highland Library Comic Fest returns this Saturday, July 6 -- on
a much grander scale than last year’s event, which

The Highland Library will
be using this event as an
opportunity to put a newly
acquired piece of technology
through its paces:
a green screen.
drew about 150 attendees, according to Young Adult
librarian Caitlyn Stever, who adds that about 20
more exhibitors have signed onto the 2019 Comic
Fest. There will be authors, illustrators and graphic novelists showing their work, at least one panel
discussion, hands-on activities, a costume contest,
raﬄes, food trucks and plenty of attractions for fans
of all ages.
One component of the event is an exhibition that
will remain on view in the Highland Library through
the end of July: a display of Archie memorabilia that’s
part of a traveling collection assembled over many
decades by the former co-CEO of Archie Comics. Besides mint-condition vintage comic books and associated art, it includes “toys and costumes dating back to
the ‘50s and ‘60s,” says Stever, along with items from
the current Riverdale TV series. Sounds like a good excuse for a grandchild/grandparent outing!
The Comic Fest will have two headliners, one of
them a native mid-Hudsonite who went on to fame
and fortune within the comics universe: Scott Lobdell, who grew up in Marlboro. He wrote the screenplay for the 2017 time travel/slasher movie mashup
Happy Death Day (like Groundhog Day, except that

Sore Feet?
New
Patients
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber

845 331 0601 | 190 Fair St., Kingston, NY
•

•

LISA GILL

Winners of the costume contest at last year's Comicfest at the Highland Library. This year's festival will take place on
July 6.

the protagonist is a college student who has to ﬁgure out who keeps murdering her over and over).
Lobdell has had a long career as a story writer for
both DC and Marvel Comics; beginning in the 1990s,
he was deeply immersed in the X-Men part of the
Marvel franchise, creating many new characters
under the Generation X series. His work for DC has
included stints on the Teen Titans and Red Hood. According to Stever, Lobdell will be interviewed live at
the library at 1 p.m. for the podcast It Came from the
Radio.
The other big name on the Comic Fest roster is veteran puppetmaker Bill Diamond, noted for his 1980s
TV show for kids, Land of the Moonshins. Over the
years, Diamond worked frequently with Jim Henson,
including such projects as the movie Labyrinth, several of the Muppets movies and the Sesame Street TV
show. Stever says that he’ll be bringing along some of
his “giant amazing puppets,” hopefully including the
Audrey 2 that he created for the touring production
of Little Shop of Horrors: “As long as it ﬁts through
the door, we are good.”
Exhibits and presentations will be staged throughout the new library building, which was designed for
modular rearrangement. All the exhibitors will be on
hand the whole day, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. At various tables visitors will be able to meet comic book
artists Belinda Sinnott, Christian St. Pierre and Eddy
Eder; graphic novelist and illustrator Kayla Miller;
and authors C. L. Schneider (Crown of Stones, Nite
Fire series), Jen Place (Building 51, Journey’s End),

Dolphin
Plumbing Inc.
Fully insured | Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797

www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Myael Simpkins (the Emancerian Chronicles), A. V.
Griﬃn (The Demon Rolmar) and Nirmala Narine (Ellishiva Cinnamon). The latter, known locally as an
expert on spices and the proprietor of Nirmala’s
Kitchen, will set up “an interactive tent representing
the world she created in her ﬁction,” says Stever.
Other vendors on hand will include the Alterniverse Comic Shop and Kirwan’s Game Store, who
will conduct demonstrations of both tabletop and
electronic games, including a retro videogame station featuring low-tech classics from the early days
of video arcades. Youngsters can try their hands at
making ectoplasmic slime at the booth of the Hudson Valley Ghostbusters, who will have their iconic
Ghostbuster vehicle parked outside the library and
will interact in-character with anyone who wants to
roleplay. 50 Shades of Blue Eyes Cosplay will oﬀer
advice on how to perfect your costume for the next
ComiCon and do the judging for the cosplay contest
set to start around 3 p.m.
The Highland Library will be using this event as
an opportunity to put a newly acquired piece of
technology through its paces: a green screen, just
like those used to insert CGI backdrops in TV and
movie scenes. At the Comic Fest, visitors will be able
to choose a background from “a substantial collection on an app,” and take selﬁes or make videos
of themselves in an alien landscape, dragon’s lair
or whatever other fantastical scenario strikes their
fancy. Photo ops are only the beginning of the new
programming that the library plans to do using the
green screen, according to Stever: Expect to see ﬁlmmaking, theater and other workshops for youth being oﬀered in the near future. A “Tween and Teen
Green Screen Makerspace” session is already scheduled for 2 p.m. on Thursday, July 11.
The Comic Fest is a fundraiser for the Highland Library’s programs for children, teens and adults with
special needs. Admission for the full day costs $5
with any library card and $10 without. To purchase a
ticket or ﬁnd out more, visit https://highlandlibrary.
org/about/news-updates/comic-fest-saturday-july6th-10-4 or call (845) 691-2275. ++
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Personally speaking

Crazy Dan
and the new music venue on Church Street

by Rich Corozine

“D

O YOU KNOW Crazy Dan?” two longhaired young kids asked me last Thursday evening as I sat out in front on my
stoop on Church Street in New Paltz.
They were part of a band out of Newburgh.
“Yeah,” I told them, as the music began next door
and a hip young crowd gathered outside. "He's right
in there," and I pointed toward the open door at
Number Seven, the once-and-famous Crazy Dan's
Second-Hand Hardcore and More store that sold Tshirts, CD's, records...all kinds of music stuﬀ.
"Wow!" they beamed, "He's right in there?"
And so it happened...Crazy Dan, one Dan Chisena,
drummer and ﬂedgling impressario, has become
to young local musicians on the prowl for venues
to play their music -- unexpurgated and mostly unadorned -- the kind-of second coming of Bill Graham
(or at least the Bill Graham of pre-1960's fame before
he opened the Fillmore in New York's East Village).
Crazy Dan, being the local legend, has turned his hitand-miss second-hand shop into New Paltz's newest
(and hottest) music venue. It all happens on a guerrilla-basis, with no set schedule of bands, just advertised on Facebook. Once it's posted, the gig is on.

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Crazy Dan inside the "venue" on Church Street.

"Dead Witch Walks" -- Marcus Frederick (guitar), Crazy Dan Chisena (drums).

"I'm interested in the dark-side of New Paltz, the
underbelly," says Dan, "the counter-culture of now.
The revolution of upcoming artists that are a reﬂection of the mask put on our culture, hiding the angst,
the anger and trying to make it somewhat positive in
musical forms."
His bonaﬁdes are long, drumming with the heavymetal band "Minotaur's Redemption" for a decade
and for the last ﬁve, with an oﬀ-shoot of that called
"Dead Witch Walks," a duo with rambunctious punk/
metal guitarist Marcus Fredericks.
The venue, still called Crazy Dan's Hardcore and
More, started as an 8-foot-by-20-foot rehearsal space
for his bands -- it is the front room of the apartment
he shares with his ﬁancee after all -- when he put
on a Halloween show in 2013 that drew a big crowd
and turned into an annual event. College kids started asking him about the space. "I always wanted a
place for myself and my friends to play. It's hard
to ﬁnd places to practice in town. So it started like
that, morphing into a practice space and then the
kids said they wanted to do shows...So it's become
a community venue...an all-ages club to just play...
non-proﬁt (donations to the band)...no charge...no

alcohol...a safe-space, like the old Cafeteria...an informal music scene on Church Street from 7-10 p.m.
on selected nights -- the neighbors are cool -- so, I
guess you could say: Crazy Dan's has been resurrected and re-zombiﬁed," laughs Dan.

He began in music as a guitar player, switching to
bass when he started with "Minotaur's Redemption,"
but the band felt it needed a drummer. "My friend had
a drum kit, so I jumped in"...and the rest, as they say...
Easy-going and laid-back, Dan, though, does have
his big ambitions.
"I'd like to build a rep to open a legit venue. A
schooling thing: how to run shows, how the sound
works, etc., and be a good host. I've always liked being on stage. It's an invincible feeling. And I always
like to showcase others, especially younger kids."
And Dan mentions a Saugerties teen band called:
"Sledge Wolf"..."an up-and-coming metal band that
played this past Halloween, giving them exposure...
they're really good."
As of now, most of the bands at Crazy Dan's run in
three categories out of the Indie-Hipster world: Melodic Metal -- "structured, not so chaotic, a melody,
story-telling"; Death Metal -- "really heavy, music
down to the bone"; and Dark-Hippie -- "psychedelic
metal, a jam feeling"...
"But I really like it all," adds Dan, smiling. "I want
to keep it as simple as possible. Have fun. Be a small
venue with a big attitude."
So...out on a Thursday evening? Strolling in town?
And you hear some raucous music coming from
down on Church Street? And you see a crowd of
young people spilling out of a doorway and onto the
sidewalk?...don't walk away...it's just some new music at a brand-new venue on New Paltz's last street of
dreams. It's Crazy Dan's. ++
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Schools

Student events, proﬁles & sports

Profile of a young journalist
New Paltz Times student columnist Dayna Thomas takes a turn in the interviewee seat
by Sharyn Flanagan

W

HEN DAYNA THOMAS
heads oﬀ to college this
fall to major in journalism, she takes with her a
year’s experience as student columnist
for New Paltz Times. Every school year,
a diﬀerent New Paltz High School senior is chosen for the job by AP English
teacher and school newspaper advisor,
Joel Neden. The position brings with it
the same requirement to meet a weekly
deadline that the professional writers
for the paper have, all the while keeping up with school assignments. Not to
mention, Thomas was also the editorin-chief this year for the school newspaper, The Maroon.
“At ﬁrst it was very diﬃcult, balancing everything with college apps, but
after a while, it became second nature,”
Thomas says. “It was: sit down, write
it, and you’re done. I got a lot more relaxed by the end, because I knew what I
was doing and was comfortable.”
Going into the experience, proﬁles were not her strong point, she
says. “When I ﬁrst started doing this,
I thought, ‘What am I getting myself
into?’ But I think strengthening things
you’re already good at isn’t always in
your best interests. Even though it’s
harder to work on things you’re not as
good at, it’s very beneﬁcial in the end.
I struggled a lot with the ﬁrst ones, and
then it became a routine.”
The job did turn out to be a little different than she had anticipated, though.
The time-consuming part, Thomas
learned, includes all of the things that
have to be done before one even sits
down to write. “It’s the time spent not
writing; setting up the interview, driving there, doing the interview, driving
home, and then ﬁguring out how you
Dayna Thomas.
want to structure it. There is deﬁnitely
more to it.”
The student columnist writes a weekly proﬁle of
a fellow classmate. A number of students contacted
Thomas early in the school year to express their interest in being featured, but by February her list of
interviewees had dwindled. She did some recruiting
to ﬁnd more students to write about, discovering
some who were interested but had just not spoken
to her about it until she approached them. Thomas
tried to balance out the number of male and female
subjects she wrote about – “the guys were more hesitant to do this,” she says – and she tried to reach out
to everyone. “In doing that, I did get some people I
didn’t know that well. That was a challenge, because
with people you know, you can obviously read them
better.”
But Thomas says she found that even when she
was interviewing someone who was already a close
friend, she learned new things about them through
the interview process. “They shared things that we
wouldn’t normally talk about on a daily basis. And
that was great; it was really nice to get a deeper insight into who they are, as well as to get to know
people that I’d shared the halls of the schools with
for 12 years but didn’t really know. And now I get to
know these people just as I’m leaving!”
Overall, the experience provided “a very nice closure to my time at New Paltz High School,” Thomas
says. “In the entire district, really, because I’ve been

there since kindergarten.”
New Paltz has the local skydiving community to
thank, in a way, for acquiring Thomas as a student.
Before she was born, her parents used to drive from
New Jersey to Gardiner on weekends to go skydiving,
ultimately deciding to move to the area. “And shortly
after that, they had me,” Thomas adds.
She grew up an only child. “It does have its perks.
It’s nice to set your own standards as a child and not
have to live up to or better an older sibling. And it’s
very beneﬁcial to have the attention of both your
parents; not in a spoiled way, but just in a supportive way.” Despite her parents’ divorce when she was
in fourth grade, the split was amicable and Thomas
says it never aﬀected her adversely. “I’m very close
with both of them. They’re always there, somewhere
nearby; both of them. I can go to them for parental
stuﬀ or if I need advice. I will miss them a ton when
I go oﬀ to school this fall.”
Thomas will major in journalism in the Roy H.
Park School of Communications at Ithaca College,
with a minor in Spanish and dance. And while she
says she’s “very excited” about the prospect of
studying journalism, she’s received a lot of criticism
in her choice of major. “Many, many adults came up
to me and said, ‘You’re making the wrong choice;
journalism is dying, you need to do something else.’
I tried not to take it to heart, because this is some-

thing that I really enjoy doing. And journalism is never going to die; there are always going to have to be ways to report
the news. It’s not just the physical paper:
it’s ideas.”
As editor of the school newspaper at
New Paltz High School, Thomas discovered she most enjoys behind-the-scenes
work. “The editing, laying everything
out, all of that was very interesting to
me. I’m not sure exactly what I want to
do later, but I did love that work more
than actual writing and reporting.”
Thomas was part of a core group of
students on The Maroon staﬀ this year
responsible for a redesign of the paper,
changing it from the traditional long
rectangle – somewhat obtrusive in class
when a student opened it up – to a contemporary square shape, smaller and
easier to hold. “We made it more geared
toward a teen audience,” Thomas says.
“It brought a new life back to it.”
This fall will also bring a change in
location for where Thomas practices
dance, a discipline she’s maintained
for 14 years at the same Gardiner studio, “Take the Leap” (formerly “Got
Rhythm”). “Dance is something I could
never give up. I’ve been dancing with a
lot of the same people since I was three
years old. It’s almost like therapy for
me; no matter what I’m feeling, I snap
out of it and get into dance mode when
I’m there.”
Her main interest is in contemporary
dance, but Thomas does it all: lyrical
contemporary, jazz, ballet and pointe.
The recent change of ownership at the
Gardiner dance studio brought with
it a new focus on competition, something she had not experienced in dance
before. “It switched the way I viewed
dance; more that you were practicing
to perform and get judged rather than
LAUREN THOMAS
for your own beneﬁt. I think if I’d done
that all along, I would have lost my love
for the sport. But competing made me
work harder, and I didn’t know what I could do until
I pushed myself.” Taking both approaches to dance
makes for a good balance, she notes.
Thomas also participated last year in Choreography on the Edge in Woodstock, dancing for a ﬁlm,
which brought a whole new set of dance challenges
in how the moves are executed for camera.
And Spanish is another long-term interest. Thomas hopes to study abroad one day and utilize what
she’s learned. She took Spanish through the SUNY
New Paltz program at the high school and already
has almost all the credits she needs to achieve a minor. She earned the New York State Seal of Biliteracy
this year, a formal recognition of students who have
attained a high level of proﬁciency in foreign language. A seal denoting the recognition is placed on
her diploma. The process involved writing a 1,000word essay in Spanish on a topic of interest and then
doing a presentation before a board made up of foreign language teachers.
Thomas got a chance to practice her Spanish in
real life while working part-time over the past ﬁve
years at Tantillo Farms, at their ice cream shop and
farm stand, where the family who owns the business
treated her like a member of the family, she says.
“People were always asking me, ‘Are you a Tantillo?’
and I’d say, ‘No, but I feel like one!’”
Involvement with the nonproﬁt Maya Gold Foun-
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The game of women’s soccer
New Paltz alum Jeﬀ Kassouf's new book chronicling the Women's World Cup
by Rich Corozine

“‘I

’D HAD TO ﬁght to get women's football recognized in Norway and I
wanted to continue that internationally’, said FIFA (the international soccer organization) delegate from Norway Ellen Wille
in 1986, decades later. 'So, I took to the stage at the
FIFA Congress and pointed out that women's football (soccer) was mentioned nowhere in any of the
documents. I also said it was high time the women
had their own World Cup and took part in the Olympic Football Tournament’. "
"FIFA president Joko Havelange agreed and the
wheels were put in motion to change this. A test
event dubbed the FIFA Women's International Tournament was held in China in 1988. Twelve teams
from six countries were invited to take part in the
tournament, which Norway won, defeating Sweden
1-0 in the ﬁnal behind a goal from Linda Medalen.
The most important result, however, was the overall
success of the tournament."
In 1985, the United States women played in their
ﬁrst international tournament in Italy -- "The Mondialito" -- with a 1-0 loss to the host country, with the
oﬃcial Women's World Cup held in China in 1991
(which was won by the US) -- the ﬁrst of three World
Cup titles, to go with four Olympic gold medals.
And so it began, culminating in this month's 2019
World Cup in France, all chronicled by New Paltz
alumni (2008) Jeﬀ Kassouf -- co-written with Kieran
Theivam in their new book: The Making of the Women's
World Cup (deﬁning stories from a sport's coming of
age), published by Great Britain's Robinson Press.
Kassouf, who was a varsity starter at New Paltz
High School for four years (playing for then coach
Frank Alfonso) and was a second-team Section 9
All-Star his senior year and went to Division 3 Utica
College, playing soccer and majoring in sports journalism, has a well-established rep to report on these
events, working the 2012 London Olympics for NBCTV/Digital, where as part of the production team
he managed the website for table tennis, shooting,
weightlifting and equestrian events, and soon after
moving into soccer for NBCsports.com. He stayed
with NBC until 2018, when the NBC digital subsidiary
he was editing out of the United Kingdom (UK) was
sold to another company and he was laid oﬀ.
So Kassouf, who had founded the digital women's
soccer website "The Equalizer" in 2009 -- "I did it on
the side" -- decided to put everything into the site.
In March 2018 he started a subscription model from
the website, which allowed him to develop the site,
gather a staﬀ of writers and give it his full-time attention. It was all about women's soccer.
"There was a lack of attention in coverage of women's soccer," says Kassouf, "and for awhile we were
the coverage. We shifted our focus away from hard
news to more of an analysis of the women's game."
Which led to the book, just in time for the 2019
Women's World Cup in France, where Kassouf is as
of this moment.
"It's a compilation of stories about the history of
international women's soccer, written and edited
with a London colleague (Kieran Theivam), with
each chapter dedicated to a team and speciﬁc World
Cups," adds Kassouf, mentioning a foreword by English star player Kelly Smith and chapters on "The Ear-

dation has also been important to Thomas. Last year
she was on their Youth Action Team, a panel of teens
that oﬀers advice to the adult board members to aid
in the group’s decision-making process. Thomas participated in two trips to Nepal that involved eﬀorts to
empower youth and reduce human traﬃcking.
“The trips were amazing,” she says. “The whole
experience brought me closer to my local community and was a catalyst to doing work for this global

PHOTO BY ANGELIA KASSOUF

Jeff Kassouf.

ly Years" (the pre-World Cup days -- quoted above),
Marta's Time to Shine (about the Brazilian "magician"
who is the leading World Cup goal-scorer of all-time)
and Lifting Up A Nation From Tragedy (about the 2011
team from Japan, in the World Cup just three months
after the Fukashima nuclear disaster brought on by
an oﬀshore earthquake and tsunami), among others.
But mostly it is an appreciative look at the game
of women's soccer. "In the moment, as the game has
evolved, it is hard to appreciate what has been accomplished by these women over the past 30 years.
And since soccer is my passion, it is the best thing
that ever happened for the sport itself," says Kassouf.
"Playing in a World Cup was the highlight of my career," said Kelly Smith in the foreword. "Yes, there was
heartache, but to say you played in two World Cups,
and to say you have represented your country and
have been on that journey, is a dream come true." ++

Two New Paltz residents to pedal in
the 40th Pan-Mass Challenge
On August 3 and 4, more than 6,700 riders, including Rich Rowley and George Sifre from New Paltz, will
pedal up to 192 miles in the Pan-Mass Challenge (PMC)
with the goal of raising $60 million for cancer research
and patient care at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.
Cyclists from 43 states and 12 countries will convene in Massachusetts to take on one of 12 routes,
which pass through 47 towns and range from 25 to
192 miles, designed to cater to all levels of cycling
and fundraising ability. Riders range in age from 13
to 88 and include everyone from seasoned triathletes to weekend warriors. Many ride to honor a family member or friend who has battled cancer, while
more than 950 riders and volunteers are cancer survivors or current patients themselves.
Participants are required to raise between $600

community that I want to keep on pursuing into the
future. We partnered this year with SASANE, a Sisterhood of Survivors organization, made up of women who have been traﬃcked. The goal is to get them
work after they’ve been rescued.”
By the end of August, Thomas will be settled into a
dorm room on campus at Ithaca College. And about
that future of journalism? “I think we just need to
ﬁnd more innovative ways to approach the challeng-

and $8,500, depending on their chosen route,
though the average cyclist raises more than $8,825,
which exempliﬁes the spirit of the PMC and has
helped the organization continue to increase its gift
year after year, despite declining trends in the industry. Volunteers, spectators, donors and sponsors
are also part of the camaraderie on ride weekend,
all working together to make a diﬀerence in the ﬁght
against cancer.
“As we prepare for our milestone 40th PMC, we
are humbled by the continued support from our
growing community,” said Billy Starr, founder and
executive director of the PMC. “It is thanks to the
unwavering passion and commitment of our riders,
volunteers, donors and sponsors that the PMC has
been able to make such a tangible impact on advancements in cancer research and treatment since
1980. We can’t wait to see everyone on the road
come August for what we hope will be a safe and enjoyable ride!”
To make a ﬁnancial contribution to a rider or become a virtual rider, visit www.pmc.org or call (800)
WE-CYCLE.

New Paltz Recreation Soccer
registration notification
New Paltz Recreation Soccer registration for the
fall 2019 season is in full swing. Registration closes
July 15. The program serves all children ages 3-5 and
in grades one through eight and provides a quality
soccer program that promotes a fun, family environment. Interest and enthusiasm are the only criteria.
In order to allow enough time to organize teams
and coaches, no registrations will be accepted after
July 15. For more information about the program,
to see volunteer opportunities and to register, visit
www.newpaltzrecreationsoccer.com.

es. I think that’s what’s next; more creativity, more
innovation.” ++
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Feedback
Phillies Bridge meal-in-the-field
with TeaRoom chef

Letter guidelines:
The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers.
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all
print publications, available space is determined by ads
sold. If there is insufficient space in a given issue, letters
will be approved based on established content standards
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.
All letters should be signed and include the author’s
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:
The New Paltz Times editorial office is located at 322 Wall
Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news
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If you were a fan of the Village TeaRoom restaurant
and bake shop and miss the creations of chef Agnes
Devereux, you will have a chance to experience her
culinary delights again soon. Agnes Devereux Catering has teamed up with the Phillies Bridge Farm
Project to bring back the “meal in the ﬁeld” at Phillies
Bridge Farm on September 7.
This three course farm-to-table feast will feature
food grown right at Phillies Bridge and other Hudson Valley farms, all served outdoors with spectacular views of the Shawangunk Ridge. Space is limited
so make your reservation soon. Tickets can be purchased at philliesbridge.org where you will also ﬁnd
the evening’s menu and other information. All proceeds go to support the local agriculture education
and food justice mission of the Phillies Bridge Farm
Project. See you at the farm!
Myriam Bouchard, Administrative Coordinator
Phillies Bridge Farm Project, Inc.
New Paltz

Help to enhance communication
and transparency in our community
The New Paltz Town Council is looking for residents
interested in serving on the Citizens Police Advisory
Board. It is our intention that this newly formed
board will be utilized to help promote enhanced connection, cooperation and communication between
the police and the New Paltz Community.
The CPAB is tasked with oﬀering recommendations
to the Police Commission with regard to police services, serving as liaisons to enhance community and
police relations and providing to the Police Commission reasonable and responsible perspectives regarding potential community impacts of the policies and
practices of the New Paltz Police Department.
We are actively seeking applicants who wish to
serve in this capacity, and ask those who are interested to send a letter of interest along with a resume
to assistant@townofnewpaltz.org. With your help,
we believe that this board will serve as an important
body of New Paltz residents enhancing communication and transparency in our community.
Supervisor Neil Bettez
Deputy Supervisor Dan Torres
Councilmember David Brownstein
Councilmember Marty Irwin
Councilmember Julie Seyfert-Lillis
New Paltz

Facts vs opinions
Once again there was a letter to the editor, which
is long on opinion and short on facts. The fact is that
being elected, in and of itself, is no great accomplishment. Any fool can get elected; what matters is how
responsibly a person manages the government once
they are in oﬃce.
Our current supervisor thanked the community for
their vote of conﬁdence by giving us a ridiculous 2019
budget with yet more excessive taxes. That is a fact.
Yes, he was elected, but any fool can get elected. Our
supervisor has demonstrated, for the third year in a
row, that he is not qualiﬁed to be the town’s chief ﬁnancial oﬃcer and manage the town’s ﬁnances. These
are veriﬁable facts.
There are 20 towns in Ulster County. Most of them
post their budgets online, and any one can compare
their budgets and taxes to New Paltz and see how we
measure up. For example, it is a fact that over the last
three years, while Town of Saugerties ‘A’ fund taxes
went up a total of 2.1%, the Town of New Paltz ‘A’ fund
taxes went up by 23%!
Our current, demonstrably unqualiﬁed supervisor
was not brought to you by the Democratic Committee. The committee had endorsed a qualiﬁed supervisor candidate, someone who had started and run
two successful businesses, someone who knows how
to manage ﬁnances. The priority of the Democratic
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Committee is good government, but that could
change.
The current, demonstrably unqualiﬁed supervisor, with his miserable budgets and ridiculous tax
increases, was brought to you by someone else,
who thinks of politics as a game, and the same
people who brought you the current supervisor are
now trying to get control of the Democratic Committee.
Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Bring back Barack
Although we can’t get President Obama back
again, and Trump has done everything in his power
to eradicate his legacy, we believe that Obama left
us with a high standard to strive for, especially as
we begin the 2020 campaigns.
He was honest, kind, exhibited integrity and embraced science, people of color, refugees, women
and their rights, struggling countries that needed
our help, LGBTQ, etc. His Obama Care was an attempt to make health care aﬀordable for everyone,
and the list goes on.
We feel that he set the highest “presidential bar”
of our lifetime, and there is no need to compromise
that now. Shouldn’t we try to reproduce that in
2020?!
Let’s elect a candidate who exhibits the Obama
values.
Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Should there be free weekend
parking at Hasbrouck Park?
It makes sense to charge for parking in areas where
there is signiﬁcant demand and limited supply, especially in New Paltz’s downtown core and on busy
weekend days. Parking space rotation facilitated by
meters and parking enforcement oﬃcers helps manage traﬃc congestion, supports businesses and improves the likelihood one will be able to ﬁnd parking.
There are 82 parking spots at Hasbrouck Park and
van den Berg Hall (formerly known as the Campus
School) on Tricor, Mohonk and Hasbrouck avenues
that the Village Board will consider making free
for parking on Saturdays and Sundays. This area is
well used and congested during the week Monday
through Friday and folks have paid to park in these
spaces for many years. But on weekends there is
signiﬁcantly less demand and therefore less need
for weekend parking enforcement at these 82 spots.
The Village Board will open a public hearing for
this proposed law change on July 10 at 7 p.m. at Village Hall.
Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Loving kindness
Sylvia Spritzer, Ellen’s mother and by aﬀection
Tom’s also, died at Woodland Pond on Monday,
June 24. Sylvia had lived here for about eight years,
progressing through independent and assisted living and ﬁnally in memory care. We wish to thank all
of the staﬀ and administration of Woodland Pond
for the outstanding professional and personal care
that they gave to her. We had been more than aware
of the exceptional services that were provided for
our Mom throughout these years, but we were so
deeply impressed by the loving care that was shown
to her, even by members of the staﬀ who had not
worked with or for her for years. Some of them
stopped by as we were waiting with her during the
ﬁnal days, just to sit for a while, hold her hand and
talk a bit, even though she was seemingly without
consciousness.
Also, during this time, with the help of Woodland Pond, we had Hudson Valley Hospice tend to
Mom’s and our needs. They too were exceptional
in their help. We felt so lucky to have Hospice folks,
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Susan Slotnick

The power of love
I don’t believe you will find this story. I found
it by accident on the way to teaching philosophy in
a prison. It was one of 427 episodes from the podcast “Snap Judgment.” I pulled over to really listen.
It was then that I tore up the planned syllabus and
decided to tell this story to the prisoners instead.
The story
Rabbi Wiser moved with his wife, Julie, from New
York City to Lincoln, Nebraska. The culture was different there than on the East Coast -- slower and the
people seemed more reticent. Nevertheless, the rabbi thought it was a nice place to live until he received
a call from a stranger. “You’ll be sorry you ever moved
here, Jew- boy.” The police told him they knew who
called him -- a notorious white supremacist and the
grand dragon of the local chapter of the KKK.
The policeman warned, “Don’t let your children
walk the same path to school each day.”
Soon, Wiser received a packet of hateful literature
mail that included a picture of Martin Luther King, a
gun held to his head, with the caption, “Our dream
came true,” along with a business card from the KKK
with a phone number. On the back was written, “We
are watching you scum.”
Rabbi Wiser called the number. He listened to a
long recorded diatribe against Asian people. The
rabbi left the ﬁrst message of dozens for the person
the police told him was Larry Trapp, a diabetic disabled amputee and a notorious hater.
Wiser left messages on Larry’s phone he referred
to as “Love notes.” In the ﬁrst he said, “Hello Larry.
There’s a lot of love out here and you are not get-

with their professional experience with the dying, to
advise us and to sit with Mom for so much of the this
time.
While it was indeed sad to watch Mom decline
and then die, it was also gratifying to have our family come and share the vigil with us and to have the
loving kindness of the Woodland Pond and Hospice
personnel to help her and us.
Ellen and Tom Rocco
New Paltz

The tale of four films
“My hand ﬂew to my mouth in shock, I swallowed. I
didn’t want to say it but the word ‘murder’ came to my
lips.”
-- Spoken by pro choice journalist Lauren Booth, who
had undergone her own abortion, relating her reaction
while watching the pivotal moment during the ﬁlm of an
actual abortion broadcast by the BBC titled My Foetus as
reported in the Herald Sun 4 /22/ 2004.
When the Movie Gosnell was going to be released, I
checked Rotten Tomatoes to see its release date and
read any reviews that may have been posted. Rotten Tomatoes has three categories of movies: movies
opening this week, top box oﬃce and coming soon
to theaters with the release date. When I accessed
the site, Gosnell, a ﬁlm that deals indirectly with
abortion without showing any graphic depictions of
the procedure, wasn’t listed anywhere. Typing in the
title, there were a few reviews of the ﬁlm. However,
Rotten Tomatoes never advertised Gosnell in any of
the three aforementioned categories. The ﬁlm is the
true story (much of the dialogue taken directly from
the trial record) of Kermit Gosnell, a physician who
owned and operated the Women’s Medical Society
Clinic in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was convicted of murdering three infants who were born
alive during attempted abortion procedures. Gosnell
was also convicted of involuntary manslaughter of
one woman during an abortion and could have been
charged with much more. Although the movie did
well during its run in the few theaters that would
show it; the ﬁlm quickly went to streaming. An-

ting any of it.”
In another Rabbi Wiser asked,
“Why do you
love the Nazi’s
so much? They
would
have
killed you ﬁrst
because you are
disabled.”
Every Thursday at 3 p.m.
for months the
Rabbi called Larry Trapp. Finally, one day Larry answered the phone screaming, “Why are you calling
me? Stop bothering me!”
“I just want to talk to you, see if you need a ride to
the store to buy groceries.” After a very long silence
Trapp said, “ I got it covered. Don’t call me again,”
and he hung up.
Still, every Thursday at 3 p.m. the rabbi called
with another “love message.”
One Saturday night Trapp called and said, “I want
out and I don’t know how.”
“I know where you live. Julie and I are coming
over. We can talk,” Wiser replied.
Then the rabbi told his son, “I am picking up some
chicken and going to Trapp’s house to break bread."
” His son said, “You are crazy. When a Nazi invites
you for diner, he means it literally.”
The rabbi called a friend and said, “ If you don’t
hear from me by midnight, call the police. This
could be an ambush.”

other ﬁlm dealing with abortion, Unplanned, fared
much better on the Rotten Tomatoes website being
listed in all three categories. This ﬁlm concerns, a
former Planned Parenthood worker turned director,
Abby Johnson, who after two abortions of her own
-- and witnessing and participating in an actual abortion -- changed her pro-choice views and quit her
Planned Parenthood job in Texas in October, 2009.
Unplanned was a commercial success even though,
from the reviews I have read, it was panned by some
critics as a bloody, graphic, anti-choice propaganda
piece because of its realistic portrayal of abortion
and failure to adequately justify the need for the
procedure during the ﬁlm. Although, I haven’t yet
seen Unplanned, I watched Gosnell, which is similar
to a Law and Order episode in its presentation, and
would recommend it to those who are interested in
the story. Although Gosnell was not graphic, it was
attacked and not accepted by most theaters leading
me to believe that even if Unplanned was less graphic;
it would still be unpopular with those who view the
complex subject of abortion primarily as a woman’s
diﬃcult choice. Although I intend to see Unplanned,
I imagine -- because of its graphic presentation of
what actually occurs during an abortion -- those who
are pro choice will avoid this one despite any recommendations I might make in the future.
With this in view, there is another ﬁlm that I would
recommend that deals with abortion from a diﬀerent
perspective. The 2007 movie 4 months, 3 days and 2
weeks (the time the woman in the ﬁlm is pregnant)
is writer and director Crisian Mungius’s harrowing
story of a young Romanian student, Gabita, and her
attempt to procure an abortion at a time when the
procedure was illegal during the Ceausescu Communist regime in the 1980s. (This illegality was based
not on moral grounds but the regime’s belief that an
increased birth rate was beneﬁcial to the state.) With
the heroic help of her roommate, Otilia, who does
everything but have the abortion for her troubled
friend, Gabita overcomes diﬃculties and dangers
and has the abortion. While watching the ﬁlm and
understanding the risks to personal safety and the
consequences of being caught for those seeking an
illegal abortion under an oppressive totalitarian re-

Larry Trapp was sitting in his wheelchair with a
Mac 10 automatic weapon as well as a pistol in his
lap. On the back corner of his wheelchair was slung
a shot gun. “We’re dead!” the Rabbi thought. Trapp
reached out, shook Wisner’s hand and then burst
into tears. He took oﬀ two swastika rings. He said,
“These have caused me nothing but trouble.” He
then told harrowing tales from his childhood, full of
abuse, violence and hatred.
That night, Larry decided he was going to live diﬀerently. He gave the rabbi copious amounts of detestable
literature and abominable Nazi paraphernalia.
He asked him to dispose of all of it.
Shortly after that, Larry began to have kidney failure. Julie said, “Maybe we shouldn’t abandon him.
He’s all alone. We invited him to come live with us.
We moved him in to what had been our daughter’s
bedroom. He became a member of the family.”
Julie quit her job in order to take care of him. After
a short time, Trapp started to “bug” the rabbi about
wanting to become Jewish. Wiser tried to “pawn him
oﬀ ” on some Christian clergy he knew, but Trapp
was insistent.
“I had a miracle in my life and it came from Judaism,” Trapp stated.
“No. It came from you,” Wiser said. But still Trapp
wanted to live the remainder his life as a Jewish person.
“We held a conversion ceremony at the synagogue
attended by the congregation. He lived the rest of his
life, only nine months, in our home until one morning he died. He died a better man than he lived. I was
happy for him. The funeral at the temple was ﬁlled
with mourners. Larry did a lot of work on himself.
He made amends with people. He was constantly on
the phone apologizing to those he hurt. He spoke
several times at the high school against hatred. I felt
like a member of the family had died.”
If you want to hear the story in Wiser’s voice, just
Google “Snap Judgment, The Rabbi and The KKK.”
You will be struck as I was, by the absence of the
clergyman referencing his religiosity. No talk of God
either, just holy action.

gime, the viewer must consider whether abortion
should ever be illegal. One reviewer wrote that the
strength of Mr. Mungiu’s ﬁlm is that he “never forgets the palpably real women at the center of the
ﬁlm, and one of its great virtues is that neither do
you.” After Gabita has the abortion Otilia, who has
left the hotel before the abortion was completed,
returns. Informed by a distressed Gabita, that the
fetus has passed in the bathroom Otilia, ever the
servant friend, goes to clean up the room. As she
views the remains of the bloodied sheets, the surprised look of shocked recognition on Otilia’s face,
and the camera’s uncompromising view of what
she sees -- a four-month, three-week and two-day
old developing human being -- gives the reason why
abortion should never be legal in any society: abortion results in the death of an innocent human life.
Contrary to the aforementioned reviewers opinion,
the greatest strength and virtue of Mungiu’s ﬁlm is
that he doesn’t let the viewer forget the palpably
real human being that is killed in an abortion. Many
pro-choice people would never watch ﬁlms that deal
with abortion like Gosnell or Unplanned. However,
they will attack them and even protest their release
because they don’t want anyone to consider what
abortion actually involves. They do so because of
their political convictions that making abortion illegal is an attack on women’s rights and a danger to
their health. However, 4 months 3 days and 2 weeks,
which received a 96% positive rating and is certiﬁed
fresh on Rotten Tomatoes, is a ﬁlm worth seeing
because it tells the truth not only about how illegal
abortion in an oppressive Communist Regime eﬀects
palpably real women, but because it never lets the
viewer forget that palpably real developing male and
female human beings are always killed (as shown in
the ﬁlm My Foetus) whenever an abortion occurs...
even before four months, three weeks and two days.
And after 60-million deaths by legal abortion in the
non communist, civilized country that is the United
States of America; that is the tale of all four ﬁlms that
must be told.
George Civile
Gardiner
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the Wallkill, a short distance above the Dashville
Falls. Another dam will be built below the falls at Rifton
and electricity will be generated to supply the Hudson
Valley. The ﬁrst of these dams on which work is now
to begin will dam back the stream as far as Perrine’s
Bridge or a little farther, but it is not intended to throw
the ﬂats father up the stream under water.
The dimensions of the building now in course of
erection as a cold storage plant at Clintondale are:
Length, 160 feet; width, 75 feet; height, two stories.
The structure will be equipped with machinery costing a large sum of money.
At the new Normal building the ﬂoors are laid and
oiled. The painters have two-weeks work. A little mason work is yet to be done. Some cleaning up is in
progress about the grounds. One of the Poughkeepsie painters employed on the new Normal building
fell from a ladder on Tuesday, breaking one of the
bones in his leg and sustaining other injury.
Fully a hundred men are employed in the work of
enlarging and building the Schule Grape Juice Plant
at Highland. Much blasting is required in the cellar.
Concrete work at the south end of the building began last week.
A number of village children go to Clintondale each
morning to pick fruit. They go by auto. The price for
picking currants is two cents a quart. Twenty-four
boys have recently come to engage in fruit picking at
Highland. They are located in four diﬀerent camps.

Irving Milham picked 50 four-quart baskets of cherries at Philip H. DuBois in one day. He received eight
cents a basket for picking -- $4 in all. There have been
of late fully 700 girls of the Women’s Land Army at
work picking fruit in southern Ulster County.
Mrs. Oscar Lyons, Mrs. Perry Minard and daughter
and Mrs. Egbert DuBois went huckleberrying, last
week to the Millbrook mountains, south of the Wildmere house. They found berries plentiful and a prosperous season at Minnewaska. These ladies have a
camp, just below the crevices east of the Cliﬀ House.
The New Paltz boys who went to Montgomery on
Sunday to play baseball were beaten 15 to 7. We are
glad to learn that they do not propose to play Sunday
baseball hereafter.
There will soon be an opportunity for everyone in
town to become a member of the New Paltz Community Tennis Club for the small sum of 50 cents a season. The Normal School courts have been secured
for the season, and the membership fees to the club
are placed at this small amount simply to encourage a large membership and get only enough money
to purchase nets and keep the courts in shape. It is
urged that permanent and summer residents back
up this movement so we will have at least one good
place to enjoy a real American sport in our village.
Our summer visitors must have some enjoyment
while they are here, and it is up to all of us to back
this as a starter and so make our village even more
attractive to summer visitors. We must have more
than scenery to oﬀer. The Fire Department baseball
team is doing its share in the way of furnishing games
during the summer and should have the support of
our village people. Another good suggestion is that
bath houses be erected along the Wallkill for use of
our summer visitors, as well as for the townspeople.
All along the mountain side the chestnut trees are
dying, branch by branch and year by year, from the
disease that has nearly destroyed all the chestnut trees.
At a meeting at the rooms of the Fire Department
on Monday evening, steps were taken to organize
a Post of the American Legion for this town. It was
resolved to call the Post the Sullivan-Shafer Post in
honor of the two young men from this town who
lost their lives in the army. The American Legion
is similar in its objects and purposes to the G.A.R.
All who were in the service are eligible to membership, whether they crossed the ocean or not. Peter
Harp was chosen as secretary and Howard Grimm
as treasurer. The following joined: Peter E. LeFevre,
Jesse E. DuBois, Jay LeFevre, Albert Fowler, Harold
Coutant, Raymond Miller, Harry Hornbeck, Harry
Prindle, John Adams, Peter Harp, Harry Petersen,
Kenneth Vanderlyn, Howard Grimm, Edward Walsh,
Grover Neilson and Cornelius DuBois.
Friday evening of next week, July 25, is the date set
for the big block dance and carnival in this village.
The time is not far distant, so let everyone spread the
news, and let all New Paltz get into the matter with
a spirit and vim that will make the aﬀair a whirling,
blazing, glittering success. We believe it will be such,
because the right people have been appointed on
the committees; and those committees are meeting
regularly and putting splendid plans through. The
general plan is to hold a carnival and block dance in
the evening on the street at the Huguenot Bank corner [Plattekill and Main], with dancing in the center
of the square. Aside from the dancing there will be
plenty of other attractions, including refreshments,
music, candy and similar pleasure-givers. In all, 124
of our citizens have been given places on various
committees. It is to be New Paltz’s big night, and it
must be truly a big one -- big in its enthusiasm, big in
its pleasure, big in its success.
-- Carol Johnson

do the right thing. Watching the miracle of spring unfold outside our windows has been an inspiration in
my recovery. I began to truly appreciate the wonders
of life in our beautifully ﬂawed town.
Lately though, I have been sadden by the action
of our school, village and town boards. The burdens
that our boards are placing on us, aesthetically (i.e.
buildings and barriers) and ﬁnancially (higher taxes)
are beginning to take a toll on me. The desire of our
boards to “improve” our town seems to be driven by
what the wishes of a future, more aﬄuent population might require. There seems to be a concerted ef-

fort to turn our future over to an army of consultants
and grant writers who wish to make our town into a
playground for the rich.
Please ask yourselves if it is really more important
for our children to have a “state-of-the-art” wellness
center rather than teachers who look forward to instructing them? Do we really need paved bike paths
instead of our cinder trail that has survived the last
150 years? Do we really need to foot the bill for improvements that will simply price us out of the area?
I realize now that my future will not be as long as I
anticipated, so these changes won’t have as great an

Our towns
What the newspapers said 100 years ago

PHOTO COURTESY OF FAWN TANTILLO

In July 1919, construction began on the dam at Dashville Falls on the Wallkill River. The work crew included many New
Paltz men including Harry Hornbeck, Van Pine and Frank Van Gonsic. If anyone can help us identify the men in this
picture, please call the Historical Collection at the Elting Library.

The ‘‘Our town’’ column is compiled each month for the
New Paltz Times by Carol Johnson, coordinator of the
Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection. The entries
have been copied from the July issues of the New Paltz
Independent. If you would like to get a closer look at
these newspapers of the past, visit Carol Johnson and
the staﬀ of the Haviland-Heidgerd Historical Collection at the Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 Main
Street, or call 255-5030. Meanwhile, enjoy these words
from a century ago.

The children of the practice school have conducted a Mitten Drive for Belgian children during
the past four weeks. The need for mittens for the
overseas children was brought to their attention by
a request from the committee for Protection of Children of the Frontier, New York City. One hundred
seventy-ﬁve pairs of mittens were procured by the
children, over 100 of which and 170 mitten chains
being crocheted by the children themselves. When
ﬁnished, they made a very ﬁne display. In the drive,
grade six won out as the banner grade, securing 43
pairs. Mary Andradez of grade four and Eleanor
Plata of grade eight each made six pairs and were
presented with silk American ﬂags. Again the children of the practice school and their teachers have
responded heartily to a patriotic call.
Work is expected to begin, this week by the Hudson Power Co. on the construction of a dam across

Is this the direction you truly want
your town to take?
Last October I was diagnosed with leukemia, consequentially the last ten months I have been ﬁghting
for my life. The greatest ally I’ve had through this
has been my wife, who has been a tower of strength
for me. Another source of inspiration has been our
house and home in our little town. From the solar
panels on the roof, to the geo-thermal system in the
basement, to the organically grown yard, our third
of an acre is a testimony that we have always tried to

June
July14,
4, 2012
2019 •• 25

New Paltz Times

It’s the economy

The luck of the Vikings
Maybe badly buffeted Norwegian Air will experience a resurgence. Maybe it’ll thrive again. Maybe it’ll survive only in another form under another
ownership. Maybe it’ll go bankrupt.
With Norwegian Air as its single international carrier at Stewart Airport, the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey is building a $53-million terminal addition there exclusively for international travelers. It takes a lot of available capital and quite a
bit of risk tolerance for an airport owner to spend
that kind of money on such a wobbly entrepreneurial partner as Norwegian has turned out to be. Port
Authority has both.
After the second of two air disasters, Norwegian
was forced to ground its 18 Boeing 737 Max airplanes
indeﬁnitely back in March. It already had been having recurrent troubles in some of the Rolls-Royce
engines in its ﬂeet of 16 Boeing 787 Dreamliners, so
Norwegian was not exactly an ambitious airport’s reliable partner. But so far the airline’s been hanging
in there, still attracting passengers with its low ticket
prices to Europe.
Last Thursday, a journalist from industry website
One Mile at a Time opined that the Boeing 737 Max
situation had just gone from bad to worse, and that
“the timeline for the plane returning to service has
probably slipped quite a bit.” The FAA, the federal
agency which grounded the 737 Max, had “recently
found [another] potential risk that Boeing must mitigate” before the plane could return to service. Industry experts remain divided as to when the planes
will be permitted to ﬂy again. After a full quarteryear of intense scrutiny after that second fatal crash
in March, they’re still anticipating a time frame of
several months rather than a few days before the
Max can operate again. There’ll be tests and more
tests.
No matter what happens with Norwegian, the
2500-acre New York Stewart International Airport
will remain where it is: 67 miles north of Manhattan.

For the past two years, the Newburgh airport has
hosted the pioneering low-cost air carrier’s strategy
of providing transatlantic service out of secondary
metropolitan airports. In all, airport owner Port Authority has invested close to $200 million in Stewart.
What’s an additional $53 million? Port Authority has
bought into the Norwegian business plan as a way of
accelerating Stewart’s evolution.
Just 14 months ago, Port Authority executives
explained the agency’s new strategy to a reporter
for The New York Times. Other airlines would be
encouraged to oﬀer ﬂights at Stewart if Norwegian
and domestic low-cost carrier Allegiant continued
to succeed there, they said. Stewart was part of a
growing trend of low-cost carriers utilizing secondary airports on the outskirts of major cities, reporter
Christine Negroni wrote.
Stewart general manager Ed Harrison was on vacation last week and this week and was unavailable
for comment. A phone call to Port Authority media
head Cheryl Albiez received no response prior to
press time.

impact on me as they may for you. Please, for your
own sake, pay attention to what is happening here
and come to your own conclusions if this is the direction you truly want your town to take.
Thank you for taking the time to read this and all
my past rantings and ramblings.
Paul J. Bishop
New Paltz

mitigated power.
Mr. McGee’s contortion of labeling an act as a hate
crime as perpetrated by “thought police” is disingenuous. Prosecutors, local, state and federal, evaluated the
videotapes and came to their conclusions. On March
27, 2019, James Fields, an avowed Nazi, pleaded guilty
to 29 of 30 hate crime charges after driving his car into
a crowd protesting the Charlottesville march. He has
been sentenced to life in prison.
In regards to the causes of the Civil War, Mr. McGee
resurrects the “States Rights” arguments as justiﬁcation. Interestingly, the ﬁrst state to secede was South
Carolina. It did so because the Federal Government
would not force the state of Pennsylvania to return
fugitive slaves! In addition, in the Constitution of the
Confederacy it stated that all states must recognize the
institution of slavery. All states, regardless of whether
or not they wanted it. States rights? The Civil War was
about slavery; everything else is window dressing.

I believe that Trump is amoral
In his letter of June 27, 2019 to the New Paltz Times,
Tom McGee bends over backwards in his defense of
Donald Trump. First, let me state that I don’t think
that Trump is a racist. Racism involves a moral
choice, a loathsome choice but a choice nonetheless.
I believe that Trump is amoral. Incapable of making
a moral choice, he panders to those whom he thinks
can further his ambition of unlimited wealth and un-

After two years of Norwegian’s service, generating over a half-million paying passengers, the encouragement oﬀered by the example of the carrier’s
success to “other airlines” hasn’t reached the point
of additional international airlines oﬀering ﬂights to
and from Stewart.
Despite its straitened circumstances, already debtladen Norwegian appears to have been reasonably
successful at the former army base outside Newburgh. Its bet that European passengers will tolerate
$20 one-way bus rides between Stewart and Times
Square if airline fares are low enough has attracted
an audience on both sides of the Atlantic. There’s
a substantial market for what Norwegian has been
oﬀering at Stewart. With the peak ﬂying season approaching, there will be greater demand for passenger seats this year. Given the present circumstances,
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there’s no way Norwegian will be able to turn a proﬁt
serving that increased demand. But it’ll try.
With fewer, larger planes ﬂying to fewer destinations since the March 737 Max groundings, Norwegian still has a solid customer base. In 2018, Stewart
had its best year in a decade in terms of passenger
traﬃc, with 690,411 revenue passengers, of which
366,130 were domestic passengers and 324,281 ﬂew
on Norwegian. This April, Norwegian managed to
tally 18,561 revenue passengers at Stewart, only 4025
fewer than it had in the same month of the previous record year. To the budget-minded passenger, its
low-cost ﬂights between Stewart and Dublin are an
aviation bargain.

Port Authority plays the very long game. Its
bet on Stewart Airport is like paying a premium for
the additional protection of an insurance policy. The
place is a safety valve, a potential future resource.
With 138.5 million airline passengers using all Port
Authority airports in 2018, an increase of almost
six million passengers over the previous year, Port
Authority handles more airline passenger traﬃc in
less than two average days in its system as it does
at Stewart in an entire year. The increase in air passengers in the system in 2018 alone was about nine
times Stewart’s total traﬃc.
The interstate agency’s budget for 2019 calls for
spending $3.7 billion in its capital plan and $3.3 billion for operations. Port Authority raises the money
it needs not from government taxes but through
tolls, fees and other user charges. Its quasi-governmental monopoly position has earned it a unique
privileged position in the ﬁnancial community. For a
wonderful story about what Robert Moses was able
to do with this position, read writer and researcher
Robert Caro’s compelling classic The Power Broker.
Considering the magnitude of Port Authority
spending, the agency’s dropping a quarter of a billion dollars over the years into future prospects at
Stewart becomes less proﬂigate a gesture. Last Tuesday, the Port Authority announced plans to spend —
excuse me, invest — additional billions over the next
decade on such big-ticket airport items as a monorail
air-train project to LaGuardia, replacing the Newark
Airport air-train, and the continuing redevelopment
of JFK.
-- Geddy Sveikauskas

If the Charlottesville march was really about maintaining cultural symbols, why weren’t the chants “Save
the monuments’” instead of the preponderance of antiSemitic, anti-Black and anti-Islamic chants? Regardless
of the stated intentions, the real motive for the march
was there for all to see and hear.
Ted Reiss
New Paltz
These are my opinions and do not reﬂect the views of
any organizations with which I am associated.

Effective June 1, 2019,
due to increased costs,
every legal notice printed
in Ulster Publishing’s
newspapers Almanac
Weekly, Kingston Times,
New Paltz Times, Saugerties
Times and Woodstock Times
will have a $25 afﬁdavit
fee in addition to the
government mandated rate
for publication itself.
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Legals
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
(LLC): 35 BVD LLC.
Art. of Org. were ﬁled
with SSNY on May 13,
2019. Oﬃce location:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to: 40 Sunset Ridge,
Suite 120 New Paltz
NY 12561. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of a Limited Liability
Company (LLC)
NAME: MIND THE
FOREST LLC
Articles of Organization ﬁled with the
Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on
05/10/2019.
Oﬃce location: Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to Legalinc Corporate
Services
Inc.,1967
Wehrle Drive, Suite
1 #086, Buﬀalo, NY
14221. Legalinc Corporate Services Inc.,
1967 Wehrle Drive,
Suite 1 #086, Buﬀalo,
NY 14221 has been
designated as the registered agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. Purpose:
Any lawful act or activities. Latest date
upon which LLC is to
dissolve: No speciﬁc
date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of BROOKBEAM ORTHODONTICS AND
DENTISTRY, PLLC
Arts. of Org. ﬁled with
Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 05/17/19.
Oﬃce location: Ulster
County. Princ. oﬃce
of PLLC: 3 Plattekill
Ave., New Paltz, NY
12561. SSNY designated as agent of PLLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to the
LLC, 1153 Flatbush
Rd., Kingston, NY
12401. Purpose: Orthodontics and dentistry.
LEGAL NOTICE
Belluck Law, PLLC
ﬁled Arts. of Org. with
the Dept of State of
NY on

New Paltz Times

5/17/19. Oﬃce: Ulster
County. The Sec'y of
State of NY has been
designated
as agent of the PLLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served and shall
mail a copy of any
such process to: Joseph Belluck, 52 Laura Ln, Woodstock,
NY 12498. Purpose:
Law.
LEGAL NOTICE
Law Oﬃces of Joseph
Belluck, PLLC ﬁled
Arts. of Org. with the
Dept of
State of NY on
5/20/19. Oﬃce: Ulster
County. The Sec'y of
State of NY has
been designated as
agent of the PLLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served and shall mail
a copy of any such
process to: Joseph
Belluck, 52
Laura Ln, Woodstock, NY 12498. Purpose: Law.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of MFH DEVELOPMENT LLC (LLC).
Art. Org. ﬁled with
Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 5/21/19. Ofﬁce location: Ulster
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
served to: 40 Canaan
Road, New Paltz, NY
12561. Any legal purpose.

cess to: subPixel Media LLC, 10 Longyear
Ave, Tillson NY 12486.
Purpose: Any lawful
act or activities. Latest date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No
speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of SELBY LEGAL,
PLLC. Art/Org. ﬁled
w/SSNY on
1/25/17. Oﬃce location: Ulster Cty. SSNY
designated for svc/
proc &
shall mail to 243 Main
St. #250, New Paltz,
NY 12561. Purpose:
Any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Saddle Ridge
Farm LLC Articles
of Organization ﬁled
with the Secretary
of the State of New
York on 05/30/2019.
Oﬃce Location: Ulster County. Heather
Erichsen has been
designated as Agent
upon whom process
against it may be service. the address to
which SSNY shall mail
a copy of any process
again the LLC serviced upon his is the
LLC, 3432 Route 9W
Highland NY 12528.
Purpose to Corporation: To engage in any
lawful act of activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Doc’s Winery, LLC.
Arts. of Org. ﬁled with
the Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on
5/28/19. Oﬃce location: Ulster County.
SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon
whom process against
it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy
of the process to the
LLC, 5 Tina Drive,
Gardiner, NY 12525.
Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of MDM Acres
LLC Articles of organization ﬁled with
the Secretary of the
State of New York on
05/30/2019. Oﬃce Location: Ulster County.
Christian
Erichsen
has been designated
as Agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. The address to which SSNY
shall mail a copy of
any process against
the LLC served upon
him is the LLC, 34322
Route 9W Highland
NY 12528. Purpose to
Corporation: to Engage in any lawful act
or activity

LEGA NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of a Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
NAME: subPixel Media LLC
Articles of Organization were ﬁled with
the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
on 2/26/2019. Oﬃce
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of pro-

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qual. of
CAMP MOLJO LLC,
ﬁled with the SSNY
on 12/15/17. Oﬃce
loc: Ulster County.
LLC formed in NJ on
10/24/17. SSNY is designated as
agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served
and shall mail process
to: The LLC, 415 Newark St, Apt 9E, Hoboken, NJ 07030. Address required to
be maintained in

NJ: 415 Newark St,
Apt 9E, Hoboken, NJ
07030. Cert of
Formation ﬁled with
NJ Sec. of State, 33
West State St., Trenton, NJ 08608.
Purpose: any lawful
act.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of a Limited Liability Company: Sweet
Tooth Studios LLC
Articles of Organization were ﬁled with
the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
on 02/28/2019. Oﬃce
location: Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: Sweet Tooth
Studios LLC, 10A
Colonial Drive New
Paltz, NY 12561
Purpose: Any lawful
purpose. Latest date
upon which LLC is to
dissolve: No speciﬁc
date.
LEGAL NOTICE
WYTHE & ROEDLING,
LLC, Arts. of Org.
ﬁled with the SSNY
on 06/14/2019. Oﬃce
loc: Ulster County.
SSNY has been designated
as
agent
upon whom process
against the LLC may
be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The
LLC, PO Box 900,
Highland, NY 12528.
Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC): Angalla Williams Consulting,
LLC. Articles of Organization were ﬁled
with the Secretary
of State of New York
(SSNY) on 5/10/2019.
Oﬃce location: Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: Angalla Williams Consulting, 308
State Route 32 North,
New Paltz, NY 12561
of LLC. Purpose: Any
lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon
which LLC is to dissolve: No speciﬁc
date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of a Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
NAME: New York
properties irrigation
consulting LLC
Articles of Organiza-

tion were ﬁled with
the Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on 06/7/2019.
Oﬃce location: Ulster
County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: New York
properties irrigation
consulting LLC. 192
Libertyville Rd. New
Paltz NY 12561. Purpose: Any lawful act
or activities. Latest
date upon which LLC
is to dissolve: No speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
(LLC)
Name: Skytop Drive
LLC. Articles of Organization ﬁled in the
Department of State
of New York on June
26, 2019. Oﬃce Location: Ulster County.
Principal Business Location: Ulster County,
New York. Purpose:
Any and all lawful
business
activities.
Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to Skytop Drive LLC–
6 Ohio Street, Kingston, New York 12401
LEGAL NOTICE
40-42 Plattekill LLC
Notice of Formation
of 40-42 Plattekill
LLC. Articles of Organization ﬁled with
the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
on 05/23/2019. Oﬃce
Location 85 South
Chestnut Street, New
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ulster County). SSNY
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to: 85 South Chestnut
Street, New Paltz, NY
12561. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Decisive Billing Solutions, LLC ﬁled with
SSNY on 06/20/19.
Oﬃce: Ulster County.
SSNY designed as of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to the LLC, 5 Spring
Meadow CT Highland
NY 12528: Any lawful
purpose
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Eva Astor LLC.

Articles of Organization ﬁled with the
Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on
05/14/2019.
Oﬃce
Location: 5 Liberty
Street, New Paltz,
NY
12561
(Ulster
County). SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to: 5 Liberty Street
New Paltz, NY 12561.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
MJP Business Consulting LLC. Articles
of Organization were
ﬁled with the Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on March
3rd, 2019. Oﬃce location: Ulster County.
LEGALINC
CORPORATE SERVICES
INC. 1967 WEHRLE
DRIVE SUITE 1 #086
BUFFALO, NY 14221
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: Michael Perrotta Jr 22 Rosio Lane
Modena, NY 12548.
Purpose: Any lawful
acts or activities. Latest date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No
speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Town of New Paltz
The Town Board of
the Town of New
Paltz is seeking sealed
bids from individuals
for commercial cleaning of multiple town
buildings. Interested
bidders should submit their proposals
by Thursday July 18,
2019 at 12 p.m. These
bids are to be opened
and read publicly and
then presented to
the New Paltz Town
Board for review and
possible approval to
perform the scope
of work, at the town
board meeting on
Thursday August 1,
2019.
General Information:
Seeking commercial
cleaning of four (4)
buildings which currently the Town of
New Paltz maintains.
One (1) building is
located at 52 Clearwater Road, one (1)
building is located
at 3 Veterans Drive,
one (1) is located at 83
South Putt Corners
Road and one (1) is located at 23 Plattekill
Avenue.

June
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4, 2012
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All bidders must arrange a walk through
prior to submission
of bids for the scope
of work, by contacting Chris Marx at the
Town’s Highway garage at 845.255.5050.
Speciﬁcations
1.
The Bidder
shall be in full compliance with all applicable federal, state, and
local laws, rules, regulations, and orders
of all governmental
agencies;
2.
The Bidder
should provide a reference and experience in the business
of commercial cleaning;
3.
The successful Bidder will be
required to provide
all labor, tools, materials, equipment for
these seven (7) buildings;
4.
The
successful Bidder shall
provide commercial
cleaning on a schedule to be determined
at the walk through
or on a phone conference.
5.
The
New
Paltz Town Board will
be presented with
bids to review and
possibly approve to
perform the scope of
work described.
6.
Prior to the
execution of the purchase contract, the
successful
bidder
should provide a Certiﬁcate of Insurance,
naming the Town of
New Paltz as an additional insured with a
waiver of subrogation

on the certiﬁcate, in
the amount of not
less than $1,000,000
for General Liability each occurrence,
$3,000,000 Aggregate, and Business
Auto
Liability
of
$1,000,000, OR if
you can only give
$1,000,000
each
occurrence and a
$2,000,000 Aggregate you can provide
a $1,000,000 umbrella and it will meet the
$3,000,000
aggregate required;
7.
Bidders nee
to supply appropriate vetting and bonding due to the level
of security clearance
needed in multiple
buildings listed within the contract;
Duration of Contract:
It is the intent of the
Town to enter into a
contract for one (1)
twelve (12) month
duration beginning
at the signing of the
contract and ending
one (1) calendar year
later with the option
to renew an additional year.
Termination:
The Town or Successful Bidder may, with
just cause, terminate
this contract at any
time. Termination by
either party shall be
by a certiﬁed letter
with thirty (30) days
notice.
Submission
format
and Speciﬁcations:
Proposals should be
submitted on or before the submission
deadline. Proposals
received after the

above date and time
will not be opened
and will not be considered. The Town is
under no obligation
to return unopened
bids.
All Proposals shall be
placed in an envelope
securely sealed and
labeled “Commercial
Cleaning Bid” by bidder with the date of
opening noted and
delivered either by
hand to the Town of
New Paltz Clerk’s ofﬁce at 52 Clearwater
Road, New Paltz, NY
12561 or by certiﬁed
mail to the Town of
New Paltz Clerk’s ofﬁce at PO Box 550,
New Paltz, NY 12561
on or before Thursday July 18, 2019 at
12:00 pm.
A “Non-collusive Bidding
Certiﬁcation”
must accompany all
proposals.
Notwithstanding
any other provisions
of this document,
the Town Board reserves the right to
award this contract
to the vendor(s) that
is best at meeting
the requirements of
the document and
not necessarily to
the lowest bidder.
Further, the Town
Board reserves the
right, for any or no
reason, and in its
sole absolute discretion, to (1) amend in
whole or part, withdraw or cancel this
document, and (2)
accept or reject any
or all proposals prior
to execution of the

services contract for
any or no reason and
with no penalty to the
Town.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of completion
of Final Assessment
Roll (pursuant to §516
of the Real Property
Tax law).
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Assessor of the Town of
New Paltz, County of
Ulster, has completed
the Final Assessment
Roll for the current
year.
A certiﬁed copy of the
Assessment Roll can
be seen at the oﬃces
of the Town Clerk
and Assessor located
at 52 Clearwater Road
New Paltz, NY 12561
during regular oﬃce
hours, on or after July
1, 2019
DATED: June 25,
2019
Tricia Masterson, Assessor
LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD
ZBA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
Notice is hereby given
that a public hearing
will be held by the
Town of Lloyd ZBA,
Ulster County, State
of New York, on the
application of Watson, David - for property at 10 Bellevue
Road. (SBL: 88.17-236.120),
Highland
NY, 12528, seeking
to overturn a determination of the code
enforcement oﬃcer,
in the alternative, ob-

Sylvia Spritzer (née Celia Lerner)
Sylvia Spritzer died peacefully at 96 years of age on Monday, June 24, at Woodland Pond in New
Paltz, NY after a prolonged period of illness. During the past several weeks while she was failing,
she was surrounded by many of her loving family members.
Sylvia, also known as Mom, Grandma, and GG, was born in Brooklyn on July 20, 1922. Sylvia was
married to Murry Spritzer in 1943 and moved to Albany, NY. They had two children, Ellen and
Sam, and they lived a very family oriented life in Albany for more than 25 years. Sylvia lived a long,
very active life, ﬁrst as a wife and mother, then in hotel work at the Hyatt Hotel and for a long time
as executive assistant for several assembly persons in the New York State legislature.
When Murry died in 1970, Sylvia threw herself even more vigorously into her work at the
Legislature and became the executive assistant for several high ranking assemblymen. Harvey
Strelzin, then chairman of the Judiciary Committee, wrote that Sylvia managed his office of
approximately 70 persons, “did considerable legislative research and conferred with countless
constituents. She was all anybody could ask for. Her talents are countless.”

Hall on Thursday, July
11, 2019 at 7:00PM, or
as soon thereafter as
may be heard.
Date: June 18, 2019
Any questions, call
(845) 691-2144 Ext.
117, Monday through
Friday, 8:30am –
4:30pm, or email
us at loddo-kelly@
townoﬂloyd.com

tain an area variance
relief of 5' for the side
yard to construct a
post and beam carport roof with landscaping pergola. The
required setback for
the side yard is 35'
and applicant has 30'.
The public hearing
will take place at the
Town of Lloyd Town
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Hudson Valley One is the one-stop
shop for content from all Ulster
Publishing newspapers, including
New Paltz Times , Woodstock
Times, Kingston Times, Saugerties
Times and Almanac Weekly.
Visit hudsonvalleyone.com and
check it out.
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Central Ulster location

• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro,
Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,
West Park, Esopus & Kingston
• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial,
cremation and memorial services
• Pre-arrangement counseling

Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents
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• Vast off-street private parking
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When she retired, Sylvia moved to Delray Beach, Florida, where she lived very happily with
the companionship of Milton Shapiro, with whom she had a loving relationship and traveled
widely. She became an avid tennis player and they were also active volunteers for several cultural
institutions, but however busy she was, she never lost touch with her now quite extended family.
Sylvia is survived by her children and their families, Ellen (Thomas) Rocco of New Paltz, NY
and Samuel (Stephanie) Spritzer of Buffalo, NY; her grandchildren Josh Cowan, Julie Lusthaus,
Michael and Daniel Spritzer, Vanessa and Alan Chin and Jonas Levine, spouse of now deceased
Joanna; and Sylvia’s great-grandchildren Tovah and Talia Cowan, Robbie, Emma, Jake, and
Allison Lusthaus, Cecilia and Adeline Spritzer; Nora and Zack Chin.
Services and interment were held at the Beth Emeth Cemetery in Loudonville, NY on June 26, 2019.
Memorial donations may be made to The Woodland Pond Fund at 100 Woodland Pond Circle,
New Paltz, NY 12561. The family wishes to extend their gratitude to Hudson Valley Hospice, who
were wonderfully helpful in Sylvia’s last days.

A former Elting Family Home

38 Main Street
Highland,
New York
(845) 691-2281
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COUNTY | NOTES

Gallagher easily wins nomination
With a slogan of “Shine A Light & Follow The
Money,” president and CEO of Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley and former Ulster County
director of business services March Gallagher easily
won the Democratic nomination for Ulster County
comptroller at a special convention at the Kingston
city hall last week. Gallagher defeated Lisa Cutten in
a weighted vote of the reported 250 delegates present (there are 318 members), by 63 percent to 37 percent.
Adele Reiter, who served as chief of staﬀ for county executive Mike Hein and then succeeded him as
interim executive from February to June, will serve
as comptroller for the rest of 2019. The winner of the
election in November will serve the remaining two
years of the term from which former comptroller Elliott Auerbach resigned to take a job with the state
comptroller’s oﬃce.
There is no currently named Republican candidate.
Gallagher has also served as chief strategy oﬃcer
at Pattern for Progress. She has been succeeded
as president of Community Foundations by Nevill
Smythe of Red Hook. Longtime board member Jeffrey Wood of Ulster Savings Bank will become board
chair.
“It has been my honor over the last few years to
work with so many talented, generous, kind and
competent donors, staﬀ, board members, nonproﬁt
partners and community members,” Gallagher said.

Costello and Schoonmaker win
Saugerties town supervisor Fred Costello Jr.
and county legislative candidate in District 2 John
Schoonmaker enjoyed victories in their primary
races last week.
In the Independence Party primary for town supervisor, Costello beat challenger and town councilman Paul Andreassen, 88-57. The two will meet again
in November as Costello also has the Democratic and
Working Families Party lines and Andreassen the Republican, Conservative and Libertarian lines. “I feel
very conﬁdent and I’m honored — these things are
always humbling, and this one was very humbling,”
said Costello.
Andreassen expressed disappointment. He felt
that the loss of the Independence line wouldn’t be
a signiﬁcant detriment come November, however. “I
think what was surprising is the low turnout everywhere, in all the towns,” he said. “I think it sends a
signal that people just aren’t politically attuned, and
they just may be overall disgusted with politics in
general, perhaps.”
In the District 2 county legislature Democratic
primary, Schoonmaker, a town councilman, beat
Allen, who had held the seat for two terms before
losing it in 2017 to Joe Maloney, 152-114. “I’m feeling
really good. All of the hard work [carried out by]
myself and the volunteers put forth really showed
last night,” said Schoonmaker on Wednesday. Allen
could not be reached for comment.
All results are unoﬃcial.
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new paltz, ny
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New Paltz Deputy Mayor KT Tobin, left, introduces March Gallagher at her campaign kickoff in May.

Nolan defeats Parete again
In the June 25 Democratic primary, in which 597
Democrats voted, county legislator Kathy Nolan won
handily, polling 490 votes, or 82 percent, to John Parete’s 106 votes. The district covers Shandaken, Olive, Denning and Hardenburgh.
Parete, a Democratic former legislator unseated
by Nolan in 2017, has been endorsed by the Republican, Conservative and Independence parties, and
obtained enough petition signatures from Democrats to require a primary.
In the Working Families Party, Nolan, the sole candidate, received two votes (with one write-in). All
results are unoﬃcial.
“I’m very, very pleased with the turnout for a nonpresidential year, with this the only race in the primary,” said Nolan. “Democrats in the western part
of the county have said decisively who they want to
be their candidate in November. I’m ready to talk to
all the voters in the district about how we can move
forward toward November.”

Firefighter guilty of arsons
A volunteer ﬁreﬁghter is facing 15 years in state
prison after he was convicted of arson in connection
with two February 2018 blazes that destroyed two
abandoned buildings in East Kingston. A jury deliberated for two hours before ﬁnding Michael Watzka
Jr., 30, guilty of arson in the third- and ﬁfth-degree
and third-degree criminal mischief following a threeday trial in Ulster County court.
On February 22, 2018 ﬁreﬁghters and police responded to reports of a ﬁre in an abandoned garage
at 114 John Street in East Kingston. By the time ﬁreﬁghters arrived, the building was fully ablaze and
was eventually destroyed. Two days later and less
than a block away, a second ﬁre tore through an
abandoned church at 61 Brigham Street. Fireﬁghters pumped thousands of gallons of water into the
two-story structure in an eﬀort to contain the blaze.
Eventually, the exterior walls of the church collapsed
outward, nearly crushing several ﬁreﬁghters.
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Both ﬁres were immediately deemed suspicious
based on the fact that the buildings were abandoned
and disconnected from electrical service, as well as
their close proximity and the fact that both blazes occurred at the same time of night just two days apart.
Watzka, a member of the East Kingston Fire Department, was identiﬁed as a suspect following a
four-month investigation by Ulster police. Watzka
was present as a ﬁrst responder at both ﬁres. Police said Watzka had been having problems with his
girlfriend, who lived next door to the scene of the
ﬁrst ﬁre. Watzka allegedly told the woman and others that he wanted to burn the buildings so that he
would have a clear line of sight from his home at 834
Main Street to his girlfriend’s residence.
Watzka also allegedly told people that you could
conceal your footprints by wrapping your shoes in
duct tape. Police found footprints with duct-tape impressions near both ﬁre scenes. A video shot of one
of the ﬁres showed Watzka reaching deeply into a
trash can where cops later found a wadded up piece
of duct tape, and shoe impressions found on the recovered duct tape were found to match a pair owned
by Watzka.
His DNA was discovered by arson investigators
at one of the ﬁre scenes. Watzka could get up to 15
years in state prison when he is sentenced on September 6.
-- Jesse J. Smith

Incumbents win in Woodstock
Results show that Woodstock Democrats opted to
keep the status quo in the June 25 primary, placing
councilpersons Laura Ricci and Reggie Earls on their
line for the November 5 general election.
Earls garnered 368 votes, the most of the three
running for two seats, followed by Ricci with 323
and Conor Wenk with 286. A total of 519 ballots were
cast. According to county elections commissioner
Ashley Dittus, 33 absentee ballots were received. All
results are unoﬃcial.
Republicans have not caucused this year and to
date there have been no announcements of an independent candidacy for town board. If that remains
the case, Earls and Ricci face no roadblocks to reelection in November.
Also facing no opposition to date are town supervisor Bill McKenna, town clerk Jackie Earley and
highway superintendent Mike Reynolds, who are all
running on the Democratic ticket.
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