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CITY GOVERNMENT

In transition
New bus system 
gets itself going; 
some adjustments 
may need to be 
made  BY JESSE J. SMITH

Ten days after the long-

planned merger of Kings-
ton’s Citibus system with 
Ulster County Area Transit, 
county officials say rider-

ship is up so far. But some users of the 
newly unified bus systems say the service 
changes have left them high and dry.

The merger between the two bus 
systems took effect on July 1. The service 
replaces the old Citibus routes with new 
ones developed by the Ulster County 
Transportation Council based on ridership 
surveys and other data. County officials say 
the new routes are designed to increase 
service in low-income areas and reduce 
wait times. The weekday “Red Route” 
runs from Kingston Plaza to the Ulster 
County Jail with an estimated travel time 
of 15 minutes each way. The weekday “Blue 
Route” runs down Broadway between the 
Plaza and Rondout Gardens. The “Yellow 
Route” runs between the Department of 
Social Services complex on Albany Avenue 
and the Birches apartment complex in 
Port Ewen. On Saturday, buses operate on 
a reduced schedule alternating between 
the Red and Blue routes while the Yellow 
Route alternates service between the Hud-
son Valley Mall and Kingston Point Park.

The new system also incorporates 
“Demand Response Zones” in low-rider-
ship areas. Riders can use an app or call 
dispatch in advance to arrange a ride from 
a pre-approved address in one of the zones 
to a transit hub. The new UCAT app also 
offers real-time tracking of buses, estimat-
ed arrival times, route information and 
schedules. The newly combined UCAT/
Citibus service will be free for all riders 
for the rest of the year.

The merger between the city’s century 
old bus system and the county’s transit 
agency grew out of a 2016 agreement 
hammered out Kingston Mayor Steve 
Noble and then-county executive Mike 
Hein to break an impasse over distribution 
of sales tax revenue. Under the terms of 
the deal, the city will pay Ulster County 
$112,500 for bus service this year and 
$225,000 annually until 2025, when the 
county will assume all costs associated 
with the service.

But, as one might expect in times of 
transition, not everyone is happy with the 
new way. At Kingston Plaza, Tara Porter 
said that she had used Citibus almost ev-

Nardia Bennett

I 
was driving the other day, passing Antonio Delgado’s 

office in Uptown, when I saw a protest gathering in favor of 
closing Trump’s disgraceful border camps. Upwards of 100 
people had gathered under non-optimal weather conditions 
to ask Delgado to not go soft on the issue. Faces of Kingston 

is a project dedicated to getting to know one another better, so I 
thought it would be a good chance to not only support a very worth-
while cause (I think ICE should be abolished), but to get to know 
someone interesting.

This week we are going to talk to Kingston resident Nardia 
Bennett, a 31-year-old volunteer for Citizen Action who graciously 
shared some time afterwards to talk to me. She told stories me about 
seven instances of things she had experienced within our own city 
she believed to have racist motivations within the past year alone. 
I wish I could fit our whole conversation but wanted to share as 
much as I could.  

Morgan Y. Evans: Have you lived in Kingston a long time?

FACES OF KINGSTON
Morgan Y. Evans

HEALTH

50% reduction
New county program aims to curb 
rate of opioid deaths  BY JESSE J. SMITH

C
ounty Executive Pat Ryan 

said he hopes to cut Ulster 
County’s opioid death rate by 
half over the next two years 
by using what he said will be 

innovative approaches to enforcement, 
treatment and prevention. The initiatives 
will be funded through nearly $3 million 
in grant money targeting rural areas of PHYLLIS McCABE

Pat Ryan.

PHYLLIS McCABE

THE DOWNTOWN SKYLINE is silhouetted by the city’s July 4 fi reworks.

The 
rockets’ 
red 
glare
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Gang links disallowed
Judge says prosecutors can’t bring up alleged 
Bloods ties of murder suspects at trial  BY JESSE J. SMITH

Jurors will not hear about the al-

leged gang ties of two men slated to go on 
trial next week on murder and robbery 
charges stemming from last year’s gun 
slaying of Mark Lancaster. The decision 

came after County Court Judge Don Williams ruled 
that prosecutors had failed to present evidence that 
Maurice Stansberry Sr. and Kevin Gardener’s purport-
ed membership in the Bloods gang had any bearing on 
the Dec. 1, 2018 marijuana robbery that ended with 
the death of Lancaster.

Lancaster, 38, was killed by a single gunshot 
wound to the torso after he confronted Stansberry Sr., 

Gardener and Stansberry’s son, Maurice Stansberry 
Jr., on Sawkill Road. Cops say the shooting occurred 
after the trio robbed Lancaster and two associates of 
a quantity of marijuana at the Sawkill Trailer Park. All 
three men are charged with second-degree murder 
under New York’s “felony murder” statute. The law 
holds that in the event a person is killed during the 
commission of certain crimes, including robbery, all 
participants in the crime can be charged with murder 
even if they did not directly cause the victim’s death.

The three men are slated to go on trial starting July 
22. In a series of pre-trial hearings held last week to 
hash out legal and evidentiary issues, Ulster County 

Senior Assistant District Attorney Emmanuel Nneji 
told Williams that he would seek to introduce evidence 
that Stansberry Sr. was a member of the Bloods gang 
and had recruited Gardener into the group. Nneji said 
evidence of the pair’s membership in the gang included 
recordings of phone calls made from the Ulster County 
Jail and social media postings.

But Williams called the evidence of gang mem-
bership “highly prejudicial” and said that he would 
not allow a jury to hear it unless Nneji could provide 
evidence that the alleged marijuana robbery was 
gang-related.

Among the issues Williams must decide before 
the trail is whether to grant a motion by Assistant 
Public Defender Russell Schindler to have Stansberry 
Sr. tried separately from his codefendants. Schindler 
said prosecutors’ plan to introduce text messages 
between the codefendants in which they discuss pre-
vious marijuana robberies raised a potential conflict 
between his client’s right to cross-examine witnesses 
and his codefendants’ right to not take the witness 
stand during the trial.

CRIME

KINGSTON MEETINGS
Thursday, July 11
4:30 p.m. City of Kingston Arts Commission, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
6 p.m. City of Kingston Zoning Board, City Hall, 420 
Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Hurley Zoning Board, Town of Hurley 
Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
7 p.m. Town of Esopus Democrats, Town of Esopus 

Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Monday, July 15
1 p.m. Town of Esopus Seniors, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, community center, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 
339-1811
6 p.m. Town of Hurley Agenda, Town of Hurley Town 
Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
6 p.m. Ulster County Trails Advisory Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 

244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. City of Kingston Planning Board, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
6:30 p.m. Ulster County Laws & Rules, Governmental 
Services Committee, County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen 
L. Binder Library, 244 Fair St., Kingston
7 p.m. Town of Kingston Planning Board, Town of 
Kingston Town Hall, 906 Sawkill Rd., Kingston, 
336-8853
7 p.m. Town of Esopus Parks & Recreation Commit-
tee, Town of Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port 
Ewen, 339-1811

Tuesday, July 16
5:30 p.m. Ulster County Ways & Means Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 
244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Ulster County Caucus, County Office Bldg., 
Democrats-6th fl.-Karen L. Binder Library, Repub-
licans-6th fl.-Legislative Chambers, 244 Fair St., 
Kingston
7 p.m. Ulster County Legislative Session, County 
Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 244 Fair 
St., Kingston
7 p.m. Town of Esopus Zoning Board, Town of Esopus 
Town Hall, community center, 284 Broadway, Port 
Ewen, 339-1811
7 p.m. Rifton Board of Fire Commissioners, Rifton 
Fire Station #1, Rifton
7 p.m. St. Remy Board of Fire Commissioners, St. 
Remy Fire Station, St. Remy
7:30 p.m. Port Ewen Board of Fire Commissioners, 
Port Ewen Fire Station Headquarters, Rt. 9W, Port 
Ewen

Wednesday, July 17
4 p.m. Live Well Kingston, City Hall, 420 Broadway, 
call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
4 p.m. City of Kingston Board of Police Commissioners, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080
5:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Storm Water Management 
Task Force, Town of Esopus Town Hall, community 
center,  284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811
6:30 p.m. Kingston Library Board of Trustees, Kings-
ton Library, 55 Franklin St., Kingston, 331-0507
7 p.m. Town of Esopus Environmental Board, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, community center, 284 Broadway, 
Port Ewen, 339-1811

the state hit hardest by the opioid epidemic. 
At a Wednesday, July 10 press conference at the 

County Office Building to announce the plan, Ryan 
noted that Ulster County’s death rate from opioids had 
risen 345 percent between 2010 and 2018. Last year, 
Ulster led New York’s 62 counties in opioid deaths per 
capita. “We are in a public health crisis,” said Ryan, who 
made combating the opioid epidemic a centerpiece of 
his campaign for county executive.

Ryan’s plan builds on the work of an opioid task 
force appointed by former county executive Mike Hein. 
The proposal will be funded by a $2.5 million federal 
grant that will create a partnership with Columbia Uni-
versity to implement the program. Another $216,000 
in state funds will pay for expanded treatment and 
overdose prevention services. 

Among the most significant changes is a proposal 
to introduce “Medication Assisted Treatment” to the 
Ulster County Jail. MAT programs, which include the 

use of opioid substitutes like methadone and Suboxone 
have been proven effective in reducing deaths from 
opioid overdose and reducing addicts’ dependence on 
street drugs. But, until recently, corrections officials 
have almost universally resisted their introduction 
into jails and prisons. 

At Wednesday’s press conference, Ulster County 
Sheriff Juan Figueroa said that he wanted to give 
addicts entering the jail a range of options, including 
continuing methadone or Suboxone treatment begun 
before their incarceration. Figueroa said that he also 
planned to expand the work of the Ulster Regional 
Gang Enforcement Narcotics Team to include out-
reach to addicts. Under Figueroa’s proposal, URGENT 
would add a detective and a drug counselor. The team 
would be charged with contacting addicts and their 
families within 72 hours of a nonfatal overdose to offer 
treatment options. The effort would also include the 
development of a list of people deemed at high risk 
for an overdose who would be the focus of similar 
outreach efforts. 

“People want action from government, people 
want action from law enforcement,” said Figueroa. 
“The mindset is changing because it has to change.” 

New director

Ryan’s proposal also includes the appointment of 
former Marbletown supervisor Vin Martello to the 
newly created post of director of opioid prevention and 
strategy. In that role, he will be responsible for imple-
menting the recommendations of the county opioid 
task force. The recommendations are grouped into 
three broad categories — reducing supply, reducing 
demand and improving treatment and recovery ser-
vices. Specific recommendations include the creation of 
a peer-to-peer education program targeting addicts, a 
program to educate healthcare providers and the public 
about alternatives to opioids in pain management and 
expanding programs that allow people to dispose of 
unwanted prescription drugs safely. 

County officials said that opioid deaths in the county 
were trending down in 2018 after steadily rising for 
nearly a decade. But Ryan said his goal of a 50 percent 
reduction in two years was just the beginning of what 
he hoped would be the total eradication of overdose 
deaths in the county. 

“We’ve done the thinking, we’ve done the analysis,” 
said Ryan. “Now is the time for action.” 

50% reduction
Continued from Page 1

Must be 21. Drivers license, passport or military ID required. Offer is complimentary and is issued one (1) per person.  
Slot Free Play is valid on date of issuance only; will expire at the end of the day at 5:59am. Offers are non-transferable.  

Offer and schedules are subject to change without notice. Anyone either voluntarily or involuntarily prohibited  
from gaming by the PGCB is ineligible for this offer. Must arrive via line run bus to receive offer. KNP

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER.

Ride the bus to Sands Bethlehem    

Visit PaSands.com for motorcoach information and details on our many exciting promotions. 

BUS SCHEDULE 
1 THURSDAY A MONTH, CALL FOR SERVICE 
Servicing Kingston, New Paltz & Newburgh, NY 

Provided by West Point Tours 
westpointtours.com • 845-561-2671 ext. # 107

SLOT FREE PLAY
YOUR TICKET TO WINNING BIG! 

$45
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Leaving a positive imprint
Canal Press founder Bob Freeston retires; 
Cornerstone Services acquires business  BY FRANCES MARION PLATT

B
eginning in 1976, if you were a pen-

niless poet in New Paltz who wanted some 
posters to put up around town to publicize 
your upcoming reading, or a small envi-
ronmental organization in Gardiner or 

Stone Ridge who needed envelopes with your logo to 
do a year-end fundraising appeal, you knew where to 
go to get the best deal: Canal 
Press in Rosendale. Over his 43 
years in business, owner Bob 
Freeston has always had a rep-
utation for being supportive of 
local artists and not-for-profit 
endeavors. If there was a way 
to make your printing dreams 
come true at a price you could 
scrape together, Bob was the 
guy to make it happen. While 
the presses ran, you could hang 
out at the shop, talk politics 
and philosophy and how the 
world might be made a better place.

But that 43-year run is finally coming to an end. 
Canal Press will soon be closing its doors at 451 Main 
St. forever; a lot of the printing machinery and other 
accumulated remnants of four-plus decades of doing 
business have already been moved out. For most of 
those decades, the owner was also the only employee 
at Canal Press. “At its height, I had one part-time 
person,” he recalls. “My model for the business was 
to work nine-and-a-half hours a day and take seven 
weeks off a year.” Knowing that February and July were 
his slowest months, each January and June Freeston 
would remind his regular clients to get their printing 
needs fulfilled before he shut down for the better part 
of a month. He never started a family or owned pets, 
so he remained free to explore the world. “I did what 
I wanted to do,” he says, with the air of a man at peace 
with his own choices. “I like travel.”

Globetrotting won’t be a focus of his retirement, 
however. At age 75, he wants to devote his remaining 
years to the cause closest to his heart: promoting 
alternative energy technologies. For a long time now, 
Canal Press has only been open in the afternoons, so 
that Freeston could spend most of his hours — even 
when he’s on the premises — educating himself and 
others about a greener future. He was the co-founder 
of the New York Solar Energy Society and remains ac-
tively involved in spreading knowledge about emerging 
technologies for photovoltaics, wind turbines, energy 

storage and related topics. The organization works 
closely with architects and builders, setting up booths 
at industry fairs and conducting webinars. “Net zero 
construction is a priority,” Freeston says.

Times and technologies are changing, he knows, 
and the market for single-color or two-color offset 
printing has been shrinking for years. Many longtime 

Canal Press clients have taken 
their business elsewhere in search 
of four-color options. “I just do 
it to pay the bills,” he says. “The 
presses are 40 years old. The new 
stuff works for five or six years, if 
you’re lucky. I never bothered to 
learn the new technology.” There’s 
no bitterness in his voice; he has 
clearly found his business niche, 
worked it long enough to see the 
world and live on his own terms; 
he is now ready to pass on what 
remains of his client base to a 

younger, more competitive enterprise that can provide 
a broader range of services.

The entity taking the reins — although 

not the location — is Cornerstone Services, 
Inc., a New Paltz-based direct mail company, 

founded by a longtime customer of Canal Press, Sean 
Griffin. “He goes way back,” says Freeston. “I’m giving 
him my contacts, my customer base. A letter already 
went out introducing him. In return I’m getting a lot 
of help with the transition.” Griffin’s employees show 
up as needed to move heavy machinery out of the 
print shop’s basement, and he’s buying up much of 
the leftover Canal Press paper stock.

A Dutchess County native, Griffin started an “acci-
dental career” in the financial sector, finding success 

in his involvement in a startup company founded by 
some of his former Union College fraternity brothers; 
he also worked for a while for Goldman Sachs. But 
he wanted to create his own business, and in 1998 
opened Cornerstone Services in Wallkill as a means of 
“packing my parachute.” Not much happened with it 
for a while, he says; but “I started knocking on printers’ 
doors,” and developed a friendship with Bob Freeston 
that also served as his apprenticeship in the printing 
trade. “I instantly liked him when I met him. He’s very 
genuine, very consistent in how he conducts himself … 
Canal Press was one of the very few phone numbers I 
memorized early on, because I called him so often to 
talk over conceptual things. I learned a lot from him.”

Not only did Freeston offer sage advice, but he also 
sold Cornerstone some secondhand printing equip-
ment, including a standing paper jogger that Griffin 
says they “still use every week.” When business gradu-
ally started picking up for Cornerstone, Griffin would 
job out some of his overflow to Canal Press because “I 
knew he did a good job and I could trust him.”

Printing is only one facet of the services 

that Cornerstone offers, and much of its work 
involves mailings for not-for-profits, municipal-

ities and public agencies, so there’s already considerable 
synergy between the two businesses’ constituencies. 
“This is very natural,” Griffin says of the buyout. “Bob 
and I have been talking about this for two or three years. 
It seemed like a good fit. The Venn diagrams overlap 
with our customers … Bob wants to make sure the 
people for whom he’s working are not left untethered.”

Where those longtime Canal Press clients choose 
to take their future business is up to them, of course. 
But Griffin believes that the good vibes that Freeston 
generated in Rosendale and beyond will continue to 
reverberate. “It’s people like Bob who build commu-
nities,” he says. “He’s the definition of a solid citizen. 
Everyone is better in his presence.”

ROSENDALE

LAUREN THOMAS

Bob Freeston of Canal Press in Rosendale.

‘The presses are 40 years 
old. The new stuff  works 
for fi ve or six years, if you’re 
lucky. I never bothered to 
learn the new technology.’ 
— Bob Freeston

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Homemade cakes,  
pastries, cookies,  

breads, soups  
& sandwiches

8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues - Sat: 7A-5P • Sun: 7A-2P • Closed Monday

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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BRIEFLY NOTED
Lincoln Park project gets 
negative declaration, 
with conditions

During a four-minute special 
meeting held on Tuesday, July 10, 
the Ulster Town Board unani-
mously approved a resolution 
issuing a conditioned negative 
State Environmental Quality 
Review (SEQR) declaration for the 
proposed Lincoln Park Grid Sup-
port Center. While the resolution 
allows the project to continue 
moving forward, there is still 
work to be done before it’s fully 
approved.

“This is a conditional negative 
declaration with regard to the 
Lincoln Park Grid Support Center 
project,” said town attorney Jason 
Kovacs prior to the resolution 
vote by councilmen. “This res-
olution would not approve the 
project in totality. It’s still pending 
before the planning board, and 
there’s a subdivision [relating to 
the project] pending before the 
planning board. And then this 
project, if approved by the plan-
ning board, would come back to 
the town board for fi nal site plan 
review and approval.”

The once-controversial project 
faced strong public opposition 
before announcing last February 

plans to eliminate all fossil-fuel 
generators from their initial pro-
posal as part of a hybrid design, 
instead opting for a battery-only 
system. The change was herald-
ed by former critics of the project.

CRISPIN KOTT

Book talk Sunday

Steve Densmore, a longtime 
local journalist and writer, has 
published his fi rst historical fi c-
tion novel, Where the River Flows 
Both Ways. Drawing on his exper-
tise as an award-winning writer 
and journalist, Densmore’s keen 
eye for detail and commitment to 
historical accuracy bring to life a 

young carpenter’s journey out of 
a tiny, insulated Adirondack mill 
town to join the 44th New York 
Infantry Regiment.

He will be at Rough Draft Bar 
& Books, 82 John St. in Uptown, 
this Sunday, July 14 at 4 p.m. 
to read from the book and sign 
copies.

Where the River Flows Both 
Ways is the story of protagonist 
Ransford Densmore’s journey off 
to the Civil War. It assiduously fol-
lows the true path of Ellsworth’s 
Avengers, a unit organized by 

New York State leaders to avenge 
the death of dashing Col. Elmer 
Ellsworth — President Lincoln’s 
top military aide, his former law 
clerk, and, at just 24 years old, 
the renowned creator of the 
Zoauves Cadets Drill Corps, an 
acrobatic military drilling unit that 
wowed audiences throughout the 
North prior to the outbreak of 
hostilities.

Where the River Flows Both 
Ways is available on Amazon 
in both Kindle and paperback. 
For more information, visit 

Densmore’s website at www.
sedensmore.com, his Facebook 
author page at facebook.com/
pg/wheretheriverfl owsbothways 
or visit Rough Draft’s site at www.
roughdraftny.com.

Conflict resolution, 
Algonquin style

A workshop on “The Way of the 
Heron,” a seven-tiered tradition-
al Algonquin method of confl ict 
resolution which has infl uenced 
major social change movements 
throughout history, will begin on 

MARLA KANTOR

Jen Chapin.

Jen Chapin’s ‘Essential 
Stories’ at Colony

Jazz/Folk artist Jen Chapin 
will debut her Essential Stories, a 
new theatrical show in develop-
ment, featuring Chapin’s songs 
sculpted into an intimate musical 
narrative on themes of family 
roots, parenting, and politics, at 
8 p.m. Sunday, July 14 at Colony 
Woodstock, 22 Rock City Road. 

The show will feature Stephan 
Crump on acoustic bass and 
Jamie Fox on guitar, and consists 
of what NPR called “brilliantly po-
etic urban folk music. Chapin is 
the daughter of master musical 
storyteller Harry Chapin. 

Admission is $15 in advance 
at http://colonywoodstock.ticketfl y.com/ or by calling 845-679-7625. Admission on the day of the show at 
the door is $20. Doors open at 7 p.m.

LOCAL HISTORY

As hometown as it gets
Iris Oseas shares memories, good and bad, 
of Kingston seven decades ago  BY LYNN WOODS

I
ris Oseas and her husband, Jonathan, 

live in one of Ulster County’s most historic build-
ings: the Van Deusen House, an early 18th-cen-
tury stone house in Hurley where, a month after 
the burning of Kingston by the invading British 

troops in October 1777, the nascent state government 
met, hiding its papers in a secret room on the second 
floor. The trap door that provided access still exists, 
in a closet off the kitchen.

“The papers were held in the attic for a month, and 
then Van Deusen [a blacksmith, farmer and member of 
the Ulster County militia, who inherited the house from 
his father] was hired to bring the papers to General 
Clinton,” said Iris, noting that the house’s wide-board 
floors, beams, windows and back door with its ironwork 

pancake hinges are original. Not surprisingly, consid-
ering that for half a century the couple has owned Van 
Deusen Antiques, the house is filled with antiques, 
including two Van Deusen samplers, a magnificent 
Dutch kas, and several Jacobean chairs. Iris has also 
collected bottles and stoneware jugs and crocks that 
once stocked the Van Deusens’ pharmaceutical and 
paint shop, located in Kingston’s Rondout.

Iris’ own lineage in Kingston dates back to the 
1880s, when her grandfather, a Polish immigrant, 
moved to Kingston from New York City and built an 
Italianate brick building on Wall Street where he ran 
his retail fur business (located opposite the Ulster 
County Courthouse, the building still proudly displays 
his name, Levanthal). Now 88, a year younger than 

Jonathan, Iris has vivid memories of her life growing 
up in Kingston. She met her husband while both were 
attending Bard College and after marrying, Jonathan 
had a career in electronic engineering. Jonathan’s 
career took the couple and their four children around 
the country, from Seneca Falls to California to New 
Jersey, where he worked for RCA and was involved with 
the computer that monitored the presence of Russian 
missiles on Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis. Iris 
also started an antique business, with Jonathan help-
ing out in his spare time. Following a position at IBM 
in Yorktown Heights, in 1969 he was transferred to 
the Kingston plant and the family, coming full circle, 
bought the stone house in Hurley.

Here are excerpts from an interview at Iris’ home 
last Friday, which included a fascinating time-travel 
trip to the Kingston of decades ago. 

Lynn Woods: Your grandfather Hyman Levanthal 
emigrated from Poland. Tell us his story.
Iris Oseas: My grandfather was in fear that the Cossacks 
would make him join the army. Because they were 
Jewish, his family was not allowed to own property 
or run a business so they tended an orchard in the 
summer and he learned to make fur coats from pelts 
for the Cossacks in the winter. When he was 15, his 
mother gave him a small bottle of brandy and a little 

PHOTOS BY LYNN WOODS

Above, Iris outside her home, the Van Deusen House, in Hurley; right, Iris Oseas holds a photo of her 

grandfather’s building and store on Wall Street.
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Wednesday, July 17 from 6:30-8 
p.m. at Seed Song Farm, 160 
Esopus Ave., Kingston. Evan 
Pritchard, founder/director of the 
Center for Algonquin Culture, will 
offer a series of fi ve workshops 
on every other Wednesday. The 
sessions will feature an inter-
mission with a farm-fresh snack 
and beverage, and traditional 
drumming and song. Workshops 
may take place in the farmhouse, 
greenhouse event space, or out-
doors depending on the weather. 
The cost is on a sliding scale, 
$5-$20 per workshop or $20-$80 
for all fi ve. Sign up for the twice-a-
month series which runs mid-July 
through mid-September by leaving 
a message with your RSVP 
name(s) and date(s) of atten-
dance to info@SeedSongFarm.org 
or (845) 902-8154, or use those 
contacts for more information.

HRMM gets grant
The Hudson River Maritime 

Museum is has gotten a state 
Documentary Heritage Program 
grant for $12,922. The muse-
um’s project is “Casting the Net: 
Harvesting and Sharing Hudson 
River Resources.” This grant in-
cludes an advisory committee of 
area museum professionals who 
will assist as the museum works 
to optimize the current archives 
space and plan for future col-

lections, including expanding its 
holdings and interpreting Hudson 
River commercial fi shing. Digitiz-
ing of the extensive photographic 
and print collections will continue 
with volunteer help. Also, fi nding 
aids will be created and put on-
line to assist researchers around 
the world in the study of Hudson 
River history.  The work done 
under this grant will form the 
basis for developing a conceptual 
plan for the museum’s physical 
improvements in the future. 

Bank throws community 
a carnival

The public is invited to Ulster 
Savings Bank’s 180 Schwenk 
Drive, Kingston branch this Friday, 
July 12 from 12-3 p.m. to enjoy 
its Summer Carnival Community 
Appreciation Day.

An exciting day is planned, 
including the following:

• Try your luck at dunking the 
CEO and the Branch Manager 
along with Kevin Keaveny of the  
Hudson Valley Center for Veteran 
Reintegration at the Charity Dunk 
Tank. Proceeds will go to Kevin’s 
organization.

• Hope Farm Petting Zoo will 
be featuring Popcorn the Unicorn.

• Have fun with DJ RC Romeo 
and Jam-n-Draw Caricature.

• Enjoy delicious food from 
Spacey Tracy’s Food Truck.

• Fun activities — games, priz-
es, tattoo station and ice cream, 
while supplies last.

No account opening is required 
for attending this event. For more 
information, please contact Tony 
Troccia, branch manager, at (845) 
338-6322, ext. 3603.

What’s your favorite?
The mall would like to know.
Over 35 local businesses will 

be featured at the Hudson Valley 
Summer Showcase hosted by the 
Hudson Valley Mall. The event, 
set for Thursday, July 18 from 2-5 
p.m. will showcase local food, 
entertainment, recreation, health, 
business and more.

The community is invited to 
come see all our area has to 
offer and show their support by 
voting for their “City Favorite” in 
multiple categories. The event 
will feature demonstrations, 
giveaways, raffl es, samples and 
will conclude with the presenta-
tion of the Hudson Valley Favorite 
awards.

Voting will open one week 
before the event and will remain 
open throughout the event. City 
Favorites will be announced at 5 
p.m. the night of the showcase. 
The event is free and open to the 
public.

To view the full list of partic-
ipating businesses and vote 

for your City Favorite visit www.
ourcityfavorites.com.

Immigration vigil 
Friday at City Hall

This Friday, July 12 a nation-
wide protest called Lights for 
Liberty: A Vigil to End Human 
Detention Camps “will bring 
thousands of people across 
the United States to detention 
camps across the country, into 
the streets and at Congressional 
buildings to protest the inhumane 
and dehumanizing conditions,” 
according to organizers.

In Kingston, a rally will be held 
at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 420 Broad-
way. There will be a variety of 
speakers from the community, in-
cluding faith leaders and affected 
residents. Tin Horn Uprising will 
lead the assembled in resistance 
songs. At 9 p.m., participants, in 
sync with other events across the 
country, will hold candles in silent 
protest.

Participants include Citizen 
Action of New York-Hudson Valley 
Chapter, Nobody Leaves Mid-Hud-
son, Ulster County Democratic 
Women’s Committee, Rise Up 
Kingston, Ulster Immigrant De-
fense Network, Kingston Tenants 
Union, Woodstock Immigrant 
Support, Jewish Voice for Peace, 
ENJAN of Kingston and Pough-
keepsie, NY, A.J. Williams-Myers 

African Roots Center, U-ACT, The 
Interfaith Council of Kingston 
and local community leaders and 
residents.

Saugerties Caribbean 
Carnival returns

The second annual Saugerties 
Caribbean Carnival will be held 
on Sunday, Aug. 11 from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at Cantine Veterans 
Memorial Complex, Kiwanis Ice 
Arena, 6 Small World Ave. Admis-
sion is free. Proceeds benefi t the 
Center 4 Creative Education in 
Kingston. Revel in festive fun and 
the culture of the Caribbean and 
learn about the beautiful islands. 
The event is co-sponsored by 
Saugerties’ Seasoned Delicious 
Foods and Kingston’s Harambee.

The Caribbean Carnival is a 
family-friendly festival with live 
music and dance performances, 
a deejay, more than 60 vendors, 
games and activities for all ages, 
art and craft booths, face-painting 
and a costume contest. The pa-
rade begins at 11 a.m. The win-
ner of the Best Carnival Costume 
contest will receive a $250 cash 
prize. For more information or to 
be a vendor, call Tamika Dunkley 
at (845) 616-1689, email info@
seasonedelicious.com or visit 
www.seasonedelicious.com or 
Facebook @Seasoned2017.

JOHN A. TURCK
WEST CAMP- John A. Turck, 84, of West Camp, formerly of King-
ston, passed peacefully Monday morning, July 8, 2019 at Health Alliance  
Hospital, Broadway Campus surrounded by his loving family. 

He was born in Kingston on June 1, 1935 and was the son of the late Joseph  
and Stella Cwill Turck.

He was a graduate of Kingston High School, class of 1954.   
He then served in the U.S. Army from 1955 – 1957.   

After serving in the Army, he was a patrolman for the Kingston Police Department from 
1958 – 1961.  He then joined the New York State Troopers, serving from 1961 until 1978.  

He was the founder of the family business, Aqua Jet Pools & Spas in 1969, moving to the Town of Ulster in 1981.  
He was also a member of the North East Spa Pool Association. (NESPA)

John was a dedicated family man; his family was always his priority and recipients of his adoration. He enjoyed 
working in the family business and wouldn’t allow himself to truly retire. He enjoyed traveling around the world and 
making new friends. He was gregarious, loved the art of socializing and had an absolute gift for making friends. If you 
traveled with John it was commonplace to be in a foreign country or distant airport and hear someone yelling, “Hey 
John” and then come running up and hug him. It would be a friend and apparent honorary member of the Turck family 
that he had met on previous travels. He made everyone he met feel important and good about themselves, whether it 
was a busboy, parking lot attendant, fellow business owner or complete stranger. He was known for his charisma, his 
cheesy smile especially when he had a little something up his sleeve, which was usually him doing something kind and 
generous for someone else. He derived true joy in doing for others. Combined with his infectious cheesy smile you 
would often get his familiar greetings of, “Hey Chief ” or “Hey Baby” and being an avid NY Jets fan the frequent and 
sometimes over the top “J-E-T-S, Jets, Jets, Jets.” John also enjoyed his favorite after dinner drink, a Lemoncello martini. 
He would be more than happy to provide the bartender with friendly instructions on the proper way to prepare the 
drink;  it was an entertaining ritual.

John was the husband of Eleanor Hruska, they wed May 24, 1958 in Yonkers, NY. Also surviving, his daughters 
Kathryn Turck of Kingston, Carlene Hummell and her husband Stephen of Kingston, Christine Leonard and her 
husband Guy of Lake Katrine and Tanya Garraghan and her husband Patrick of Hurley. His grandchildren, Kristene 
Young and her husband Matthew, Brittany Leonard, Taylor Leonard, Stephen Hummell, Alexis Hummell, Jordan 
Hulbert, Gabriel Garraghan and two great grandchildren, Brooklyn Young and Kash Kostue, his siblings, Frank Turck, 
Anthony Turck, Laura Tegart and Daniel Turck and many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his brother 
Joseph Turck.

Entrusted to Keyser Funeral & Cremation Service, 326 Albany Avenue, Kingston, the family will receive their 
 friends on Thursday from 4 – 7 pm.   On Friday the procession will form at the funeral home at 10 a.m.  A Mass 
of Christian Burial will be Celebrated at St. Mary’s of the Snow RC Church, Saugerties at 11 a.m.  Entombment in 
Wiltwyck Cemetery Mausoleum.

For those who wish, contributions in John’s memory may be made to UCSPCA, 20 Wiedy Road, Kingston, NY 12401 

A tribute for John may be found at www.KeyserFuneralService.com, where you may leave memories and 
expressions of sympathy for his family.

money and he walked across Europe to get to England 
so that he could get a passage to America. In England 
somebody stole his passage ticket and he met another 
gentleman with whom he worked to get passage. He left 
in 1880, and while on the boat, in steerage, he met an 
old lady who was ill and he gave her his liquor for the 
voyage to New York. In New York he worked to earn 
money to help his family leave Europe. He didn’t eat 
on Friday, putting money aside to pay their passage, 
and one by one he brought his parents and many of 
his siblings to the U.S. He met his wife, who was also 
Jewish, in New York. My mom told me that if you went 
to an immigrant family’s house, you’d see an extra bed 
in the dining or living room because every family was 
helping another family.

The man he met in England, who also immigrated 
to New York, had opened a business in downtown 
Kingston, so that’s how my grandfather heard of this 
place. After he had a family, he wanted them to live in 
the country and so he moved up to Kingston.

LW: Were you born in Kingston?
IO: No, I was born in New York. My mother was born 
in Kingston in 1901, on Crown Street, and she mar-
ried a gentleman from New York, a dentist, Abraham 
Lipskar. We moved to Kingston when I was seven. 
My father’s family was from Russia, and they were 
wealthy; my grandmother talked about servants and 
carriages. When she was a girl, her father was friendly 
with the chief of police, and when the Cossacks came 
to their town to attack the Jews, he locked the family 
in the jail to protect them. My grandmother was an 
educated woman who spoke English and German, 
and she also did embroidery. After her family immi-
grated to New York, she got a position at the Jewish 
theater and was in the chorus and performed some 
of the greats of Yiddish theater. Abraham got friendly 
with my mother’s two brothers who had gone to the 
city to get work, and when they brought him home 
to visit, he met my mother. I was born in 1931, and 
we moved to Kingston because of the hard times of 
the Depression, staying at my grandfather’s house on 
Washington Avenue. 

LW: Where did you go to school?
IO: I went to Number 7 School on Crown Street. I 
was an only child, and my mother had taught me to 
read before I went to school, so I was bored and a bad 
kid. At Number 7 School there was a teacher, Mrs. 
Connelly, who kept me busy decorating the school for 
holidays, so I got an art background. After graduating 
from Kingston High School in 1948 I went to Bard 
College, which was much more artsy than it is now. 
It was an experimental school for boys, but when the 
war came many boys went to war, so they allowed 
women to attend. 

LW: That’s where you met Jonathan.
IO: We had a transfer student from another college, 
and suddenly there was a new man on campus, a very 

attractive man wearing very tight blue jeans and a 
tight T shirt, field engineer boots and a beard. He was 
from the next generation, and in two weeks we were 
married. We eloped, because you had to apply for a 
blood test, and when they do that, they put your name 
in the Daily Freeman and we were not sure that our 
parents wouldn’t object and want us to wait.

LW: Wow! Two weeks! And it worked out! When your 

parents found out, did they approve?
IO: This year will be our 69th year. When we came 
to our parents and told them it was a done deal, my 
grandfather decided there should be a religious union 
and it would be that night. 

LW: So you had a formal wedding with less than a 
day’s notice? How did that happen?
IO: My grandfather said, call the rabbi and have him 
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A journey, depicted
CITY HALL ON SATURDAY saw the opening of an exhibit titled “En Camino: Destination Forward” by Mex-

ican-American photographer Alexandro “Alekz” Pacheco. The work focuses on his family’s journey as immi-

grants in the United States. Seen here from left are volunteer Elinor Ley, Pacheco, volunteer Susie Jimenez 

and Adrielle Farr, city director of art and cultural affairs.

bring the chuppah. We needed four witnesses, so he 
called the president of the synagogue, Herman Rafa-
lowsky, who had a men’s store in Midtown Kingston. 
My grandfather asked him, “Did your wife bake today?” 
“Yes, she made rugelach.”  “Bring it. We’re having a 
wedding,” my grandfather said. Then he called his 
cousin, Abraham Lipgar, who owned a photo store on 
Fair Street and asked him the same question. “Bring 
it.” Then he called another cousin, Ruth Brenner, who 
lived on Clinton Avenue. They had an egg business, 
and so they brought the golden sponge cake she’d 
baked. Reuben, my grandfather’s son, had married 
Sylvia and my grandfather called them. They were 
going to a Halloween party that evening and came 
in costume: she was the maid of honor and dressed 
as Carmen Miranda and he was the best man was 
dressed as a Chinese house boy. Unfortunately, my 
cousin forgot his camera, so we don’t have pictures. 
The guests all brought the food, and they were having 
so much fun we hid out in the foyer of my grandfa-
ther’s house. The next morning my husband’s father 
and my grandfather were sitting in the little kitchen 
nook singing Yiddish songs. 

LW: Did you graduate from Bard?
IO: No. I was there three years and decided I would be 
a starving artist with or without a degree so why get 
a degree. My husband was a physicist. For his senior 
project, he built a computer from spare parts and went 
down to IBM in Poughkeepsie to ask some questions; 
they thought he was going for his doctorate, not his 
bachelors’. But after he graduated, they would not hire 
him, we think because he was Jewish. Instead he got a 
job at Sylvian Electronics and we moved to Seneca Falls.

LW: Many years later, you moved back to Kingston 
and bought the stone house. In the 1960s, people were 
not interested in the furnishings and architectural 
styles of the past, so this was a little unusual. Had you 
always wanted to live in a stone house?
IO: Yes. As a child I wanted a stone house, because my 
teacher Mrs. Connelly lived around the corner from 
us in a stone house on Pearl Street. 

LW: How did you get into antiques?
IO: I bought my first antique at age 13 from the Junior 
League, on North Front Street. Unbeknownst to Jona-
than and I when we got married, both of our mothers 
used to buy antiques. We had started in antiques 
when we lived in New Jersey. We did shows and after 
moving to Kingston, I became a partner with another 
dealer and we ran shows at the Kingston Armory for 
17 years. Last year, we did the Rhinebeck Antiques 
Show for the last time.

I started the business in the house but it became 
too invasive because everybody wanted to buy what I 
was keeping to decorate the house, so it’s been in the 
garage for 50 years. If we’re home, we’re open. 

LW: Have you found that eBay, other online services 
and the taste for mid-century modern have changed 
the market for antiques?
IO: There are always people who own these historic 
houses who want to be authentic and will buy antiques. 
Things go in and out of fashion. I tell people to buy 
what they love and what touches their senses. When 
people go into your house you’re telling them something 
about you. They might have a table with a plastic top 
and metal chairs because it was in their mother’s house. 

LW: For years you went to shows. Since you stopped 
doing this, how do you get new stuff?
IO: We get a lot from house calls, from people who 
are getting older and moving into smaller quarters or 
to Florida. They know we tend to be fair. 

LW: Do your kids live nearby?
IO: One daughter is a psychiatrist in Rhode Island 
and the other daughter lives in Kingston and works 
in marketing for Puroclean. Our son was working for 
Adirondack Trailways and is retiring. Sadly, our other 
son passed away. 

LW: What do you remember about growing up in 
Kingston?
IO: My mother would get up early and tidy the house 
and then we would dress and walk to Kingston from 
my grandfather’s house on Washington Avenue, which 
was between Pearl and Len’s Court. My grandfather 
walked to his store from his house, which stayed open 
after he died; his son Reuben ran it, then Reuben’s 
wife, Sylvia, who ran the store until she died.

When cars first came in, my grandmother Levanthal 
would call up the local Ford dealer and say “I want 
a demonstration. Could you send a man with a car?” 
She’d make a picnic and with the four kids drive to the 
reservoir, where’d she’d feed the guy. The next time, 

she’d call another company. 

LW: That’s hilarious! I’ve seen photos showing Wall Street 
packed with stores and people up through the 1960s.
IO: The stores were open late on Friday nights, and 
they’d come from Phoenicia, Ellenville, from every-
where to shop in Kingston. The stores were mobbed. 
My grandfather had stuffed animals on the shelf, and 
they’d bring children in to see the “zoo.” When my 
cousin and I were kids and our parents were working, 
they’d give us 50 cents. For a quarter we’d go to one 
of two Chinese restaurants in Uptown or to Italian 
restaurant on North Front and have spaghetti and 
meatballs for a quarter. The other quarter went to the 
movies. The theater was on Wall between John and 
North Front. When I got older I got 10 cents to take 
the bus from the corner of John and Wall to school 
but I’d save the money and walk.

Once in a blue moon somebody would drive to New 
York on a Sunday and shop at the Lower East Side 
and bring back some local delicacies that were hard 
to get in Kingston, like salami and bagels. (Although 
there were two Jewish delis in Uptown, and later, one 
on Broadway.) However, because there were no big 
companies and not a lot of jobs, when we graduated 
from high school we scattered.

LW: Was it a supportive community?
IO: My grandfather was a very kind man. If you 
brought your wife to his store and bought a fur coat, 
he’d go into your store downtown and buy bags of 
groceries. On the right side of Wall looking toward 
North Front was Whelan’s, a pharmacy that had a full 
lunch counter. Everyone got a cup of coffee there for 
lunch or dinner to hear the gossip. It was a small town. 
There was an elderly lawyer, whose wife had passed and 
was alone. He’d walk to Wall Street, and his brothers 
were worried that he didn’t get enough to eat, so they 
bought him lifetime dinners at Whelan’s. He’d passed 
my grandfather’s store, where my mother worked as 
a bookkeeper, and in the winter she’d make sure he 
was wearing a scarf. Everyone looked after everyone 
else. When my mother was a girl and somebody died, 
Rafalowsky, the president of the synagogue, would pin 
a note to her scarf saying that someone needed help 
and she’d go into every store.

During the Depression, my grandfather brought 
friends who’d lost money and their  businesses to the 
second floor of his store, where they could start their 
business again. 

LW: What about racial tolerance? 
IO: When my father came here in the late 1930s we 
rented a place on Pearl Street that had a coal stove. My 
father hired a black man to keep it clean and stoke it. 
Once he got into some kind of trouble and he wanted 
my father to speak up for him, but my father was told 
if he did that, his career was finished. 

LW: Did you experience anti-Semitism? 
IO: In grade school everybody, blacks and whites, 

played together and intermingled, but the minute 
you got to high school and reached dating age, that 
stopped — not just between blacks and whites, but 
also Jews and Christians. There was no intermingling.

A lot of the activities for older children were at the 
Christian Y, and we didn’t go there. A little girl who 
was a Girl Scout asked me if I wanted to be a Girl 
Scout; if you did this, you got a star on your banner. 
My mother said OK, but then the girl withdrew the 
offer; it was a Catholic Girl Scout troop. That was the 
mindset of the time.

They also used to have evangelical stuff as an en-
tertainment in high school. Before we graduated in 
1948, the principal called us into his office one by one 
and asked what colleges we had applied to. When I 
told him Radcliffe and a few others, he said, “Who the 
hell do you think you are? Jews go to NYU.”

There was a great deal of snobbery and wealth. People 
with a Dutch background wouldn’t socialize with you. 
As Jews we weren’t included. This was a time when a lot 
of people did not show their Jewishness much. People 
were guarded. If you had a Jewish name you changed 
it; Tanya became Tillie and Abraham became Al.

And it wasn’t just Kingston. In the mid-1950s, 
when Jonathan got a job in California and we moved 
just south of San Francisco, we decided to buy a small 
house. When Jon when to sign the paper, it said you 
were not allowed to sell the house to any Orientals. 
He said “I can’t buy your house” and they took the 
reference out. 

LW: Being from Kingston, wow do you feel about the 
changes that are happening now? 
IO: When I look at the murals painted on some of the 
exterior buildings, most of them are not appropriate 
to Kingston and don’t relate to its history. They are 
destroying the one thing Kingston has that’s special, 
which is its history. They don’t belong there.

Also, buying online is killing everything. People 
who do this don’t realize they’re killing their own 
towns. And yet, when somebody wants a charitable 
donation, they go to the poor merchant. 

LW: Speaking of history, you helped found the Hurley 
Heritage Society. 
IO: After we moved here, there was some problems 
with people vandalizing the cemetery and so a com-
mittee was formed, consisting of me, Mrs. Paul (of 
the Paul family that owned a farm on the Hurley 
Flats), and Nancy Winter, who was also an antique 
dealer. We decided to ask everybody in Hurley to bring 
something historical from their family to share with 
us. An antique dealer served as the MC and when he 
saw the stuff people brought, such as items from the 
rent wars and the original minutes from the village of 
Hurley, he almost had a stroke. We met at the church 
and decided to form a historical society.  Initially it 
rented space in an extension of the Elmendorf House, 
but after holding numerous bake sales and flea markets 
we raised to the money to purchase a building in 2000, 
which is where we’ve been ever since.
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On the march!
KINGSTON WAS WELL-REPRESENTED at Saugerties’ July 4 parade, with the high school marching band 

and a contingent from Kingston Point BMX Racing making appearances.

ery day to run errands from her home in Port Ewen. 
Since the merger, she said, that service had been 
irregular. Porter said instead of regular bus service 
within walking distance of her home, she now has to 
call ahead for a pickup, something she described as 
inconvenient and unfair.

“It has definitely made it harder for me to get here,” 
said Porter. “It has made it harder for me to go about 
my business.”

Vincent Rua, one of three candidates 

challenging Noble for the mayor’s office in 
November, issued a statement blasting the 

administration for not doing enough to apprise rid-
ers of the service changes. Part of the merger plan 
included a public awareness campaign. But Rua said 
that more could have been done to prevent regular 
riders from being caught unawares by the new routes 

and schedules.
“This merger was approved four months ago,” Rua 

wrote in the statement. “But the city did nothing to 
make riders aware of the upcoming changes by posting 
signage at regular stops or handing out inexpensive 
flyers to bus riders 30 days prior to the switch.”

Noble, meanwhile said that he had received only a 
handful of emails critical of the service changes. More 
people, he said, had responded positively to merger 
which, he said, addressed a number of shortcomings 
with the old Citibus system, including the lack of a full-
time dispatcher and longer wait times. Noble added 
that the new system was still in its earlier stages and 
some growing pains were to be expected.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if some adjustments are 
made going into 2020,” said Noble. “[The county] 
wants to be responsive because they want to grow 
ridership.” 
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From diagnostic testing to medical management to advanced 

treatment, you’ll have access to our high-quality services and 

state-of-the-art technology. Request an appointment with 

Dr. Cohen or Dr. Parikh at healthquest.org/heartcenter.

33 Grand Street, Kingston

845.339.8700 
TTY/Accessibility: 800.421.1220

The Heart Center, a division of Hudson Valley Cardiovascular Practice, P.C.

Gary Cohen, MD, FACC Dineshkant Parikh, MD, FACC

Our renowned cardiology 
team in Kingston is 
accepting new patients. 
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COUNTY NOTES

Johnson named 
county attorney

PHOTO PROVIDED

Clint Johnson.

Clint Johnson, who’s been working as an attorney 
for Ulster County government since 2009, has been 
made permanent county attorney. County executive 
Pat Ryan announced the appointment, made by him as 
per the county charter, this week. “Clint’s work ethic, 
legal knowledge, and decade of experience in county 
government make him a true asset to Ulster County,” 
Ryan stated in a press release.

After graduating from Albany Law School, Johnson 
worked at a private equity firm and as vice president 
and senior counsel of Key Bank of New York. He 
presently resides in Rifton.

State orders dump shutdown
The state Department of Environmental Con-

servation on July 1 ordered Saugerties dump owner 
Joe Karolys to stop taking in and “immediately begin 
removing all solid waste” from his C&D debris dump-
ing sites on Route 212 and Fel Qui Road. In a letter 
to Karolys, the agency spelled out 39 total violations 
of state clean-water and solid-waste disposal laws. 
The alleged violations come after a court-ordered 
inspection of the sites on May 17, where samples of 
the material were taken for testing.

“We’re thrilled with this letter, it verifies every-
thing that we’ve been saying,” said Emily Svenson, an 
attorney for environmental activism group Catskill 
Mountainkeeper. “We don’t know exactly what will 
happen next. The Karolyses could challenge this 
violation, there could be some additional interaction 
with DEC. I’m not sure how this will play out, but it’s 
a step in the right direction,”

Floodwall progress 
in Rosendale

After six months of work by project engineers J. 
H. Maloy, Inc. of Albany and geotechnical consultants 
Hayward Baker, the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) has determined 
that the first phase of the Rosendale floodwall proj-
ect has been completed. The wall is now “stabilized.” 
Additional work remains to be done to reestablish 
proper drainage behind the wall and to remove the 
structures created to accomplish the work.

The biggest mess still to be amended is the tempo-
rary coffer dam and the access road, which is nearly half 
a mile in length and required the delivery of more than 
20,000 tons of rock. DEC promises that the contour 

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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of the creekbed will be restored to its “original design 
elevation” by the placing of armor stone.

The remediation work is expected to be finished 
this year.

25 to life for fatal DWI crash

PHOTO PROVIDED

Ryan Williams.

A Poughkeepsie man was sentenced last week to 
25 years to life for being drunk with a blood-alcohol 
content over four times the legal limit when his SUV 
crashed into a pickup truck, killing a New Paltz woman 
and seriously injuring two other passengers.

Ryan Williams, 29, was on July 1 of last year, police 
say, operating a Porsche Cayenne in speeds in excess 
of 128 m.p.h. in his flight from a Town of Lloyd cop. 
At the intersection of Route 299 and South Street, the 
Cayenne crossed into oncoming traffic and struck a 
Ford 150 pickup truck, killing driver Danielle Pecoraro, 
39, of New Paltz. Pecoraro’s daughter, Mery Rosado, 
and a passenger in a vehicle following the pickup truck 
were seriously injured.

At sentencing, Rosado, the oldest of Pecoraro’s 

four children, addressed the court. According to 
the DA’s office, she said: “Someone was going to 
die that day …. The community lost a gem of a 
woman, but I lost my best friend. Why did I live 
and she die? I live everyday with the pain of losing 
my best friend.”

The defendant, who has not had a valid license 
to drive in NYS since 2011, stated in papers filed 
with the court prior to sentencing that he did not 
intend to injure anyone. In handing down the life 
sentence county court judge Donald Williams told 
Todd Williams that his action “legally and morally 
rises to the same level as premeditated or inten-
tional murder.”

New Paltz industry hub 
Real-estate broker Matt Eyler and developer John 

Johnson have partnered to create what they’re calling 
“an industry hub” on 60 acres zoned for light industry 
along North Ohioville Road in New Paltz. What’s 
needed, the pair say, is space for young creative types 
to stretch their wings

They say they are planning on offering “blank-slate” 
space with high ceilings, concrete floors, and roll-up 
doors. “It’s a box,” Eyler explains, a “utilitarian design” 
the uses of which are limited only by imagination. This 
industry hub would start with a single building, with 
expansion driven by demand for space.

PHYLLIS McCABE

THE STEAM RISES off a road in town, just after a rainstorm.

Summer scene

(continued next page)
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2019 at 9:30 AM, premises 
known as 1490 STATE ROUTE 
28, WEST HURLEY, NY 12491-
5512:  Section 38.10, Block 7, 
Lot 14:  

ALL THAT CERTAIN 
TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND, SITUATE IN THE 
TOWN OF HURLEY, COUNTY 
OF ULSTER AND STATE OF 
NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed Judg-
ment Index # 16-1050. John 
J. Fallon, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.

LEGAL NOTICE
Brown Pink LLC has filed 

articles of organization with the 
NY Secretary of State on June 
7, 2019. The office is in Ulster 
County. The NY Secretary of 
State is designated as agent 
upon whom process may be 
served. The address to which 
the Secretary of State shall for-
ward copies of any process is: 
84 Ten Broeck Ave., Kingston, 
NY 12401. The purpose of the 
LLC is any lawful purpose.

Filed by: RYAN, ROACH & 
RYAN LLP

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

CTFO LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with 

Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 06/12/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. office of 
LLC: 294 Acorn Hill Rd., Olive-
bridge, NY 12461. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to the LLC at the addr. of 
its princ. office. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
DOYLE’S EQUESTRIAN 

CENTRE NEW PALTZ LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 05/10/19. Office: Ulster 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC,737 2nd 
Avenue, New York, NY 10016. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
DOYLE’S FARM ON 87 

LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 05/10/19.

Office: Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 737 2nd Avenue, New 
York, NY 10016. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 

NAME: M1 Enterprise LLC
Articles of Organization 

were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on  06/12/2019  Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: 
M1 Enterprise LLC, 360 New 
Salem Road, Kingston, NY 
12401 Purpose: Any lawful act 
or activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
ASPEN HILL, LLC. Arts. 

of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
06/18/19. Office:

Ulster County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it

may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Andrew Kremer,

PO Box 69, Claryville, NY 
12725. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 

COURT ULSTER COUNTY
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., 

Plaintiff against
LINDA M PAMPINELLA 

A/K/A LINDA M JOHNSON 
A/K/A LINDA PAMPINELLA, 
A/K/A LINDA M RAMOS, et al 
Defendants

Attorney for Plaintiff(s) Fren-
kel Lambert Weiss Weisman & 
Gordon, LLP, 53 Gibson Street, 
Bay Shore, NY 11706 Attorney 
(s) for Plaintiff (s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
May 3, 2019, I will sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder at 
Ulster County Courthouse, 285 
Wall St. Kingston NY 12401 
on August 1, 2019 at 10:30 
AM. Premises known as 5 
Brescia Boulevard, Highland, 
NY 12528. Sec 87.20 Block 4 
Lot 15. All that certain parcel 
of land, situate in the Hamlet 
of Highland, Town of Lloyd, 
County of Ulster and The State 
of New York.

Approximate Amount of 
Judgment is $230,126.64 
plus interest and costs. Prem-
ises will be sold subject to 
provisions of filed Judgment 
Index No 376/2018. For sale 
information, please visit www.
Auction.com or call (800) 280-
2832.

John G. Rusk, Esq., Referee 
01-086470-F00

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of  385 

LEX, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with 

Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 06/21/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. office of 
LLC: 562 South St., Highland, 
NY 12528. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Gabriel Mendelson at 
the princ. office of the LLC. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 

COURT ULSTER COUNTY
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, Plain-
tiff against

NEIL DAVIDSON AKA NEIL R. 
DAVIDSON, et al Defendants

Attorney for Plaintiff(s) Mc-
Calla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLC, 420 Lexington Avenue, 
Suite 840, New York, NY 
10170 Attorney (s) for Plaintiff 
(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale granted 
March 7, 2019, I will sell at 
public auction to the highest 
bidder at Ulster County Court-
house, 285 Wall St. Kingston 
NY 12401 on August 8, 2019 
at 3:00 PM. Premises known 
as 102 Webster Road, Wood-
stock, New York 12498. Sec 
27.1 Block 1 Lot 52. All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the 
Town of Woodstock, County of 
Ulster and State of New York. 
Approximate Amount of Judg-
ment is $11,505.24 plus inter-
est and costs. Premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of filed Judgment Index No 17-

LEGAL NOTICE
11 Glasco TPK, LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 5/23/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Marine Dipaola, PO 
Box 176, Glasco, NY 12435. 
General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The Articles of Organization 

of GGEHS, LLC were filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on January  9, 2009. 
Office location: Ulster County, 
New York. The SSNY is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail a 
copy of the process to 145 S 
William Street, Newburgh, NY 
12550.  Purpose is: all lawful 
acts or activities.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 

NAME: Zamo PR & Com-
munications LLC 

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary of 

State of New York (SSNY) on 
06/11/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 

has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 

served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Zamo PR 
& Communications LLC, 

230 Kings Mall Court #149, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
491 Main Street LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 5/9/2019. Cty: 
Greene. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Gregory S. Smith, 
18 Marina Drive, Catskill, NY 
12414.General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): NAME: A&S Property 
Solutions LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
5/20/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be  served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: A&S 
Property Solutions LLC, 113 
Esopus Ave, Ulster Park, NY 
12487. Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
Greenside Landscaping 

LLC. Filed 4/26/19. Office: 
Ulster Co. SSNY designated as 
agent for process & shall mail 
to: Cindy Tejeda, 16 Roslyn St, 
Ellenville Ny, NY 12428. Reg-
istered Agent: Cindy Tejeda, 
16 Roslyn St, Ellenville, NY 
12438. Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Peter Mostachetti, LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 

06/11/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be  served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Pe-
ter Mostachetti, LLC. P.O. Box 
3882 Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts or ac-
tivities. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Ruzzo Sisters LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 4/8/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 74 Green St., 
Kingston, NY 12401. General 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
THE REAL ARTICLE LLC 

Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 6/6/2019. Of-
fice  in Ulster Co. SSNY  desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to PO Box 304, 
Ruby, NY 12475.  Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. Principal 
business location: 14 Pearl St., 
Kingston, NY 12401.

LEGAL NOTICE
WNDRMADE, LLC. Filed 

5/17/19. Office: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 
Stephen M Biebel, 17 Rocky 
Mountain Rd, Kerhonkson, NY 
12446. Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICE
210 PINE LANE LLC Articles 

of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 5/16/2019. Office in 
Greene Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail  pro-
cess to 143 Kenilworth Rd., 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450.  Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 

NAME: Amanda’s Macaron 
Shoppe, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 02/28/2019 Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: 
Amanda’s Macaron Shoppe, 
LLC, 117 Vineyard Ave #3 
Highland, NY 12528.Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING 
LLC,

V.
HARATIS BANKS, ET AL.
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated March 
20, 2019, and entered in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Coun-
ty of Ulster, wherein BAYVIEW 
LOAN SERVICING LLC is the 
Plaintiff and HARATIS BANKS, 
ET AL. are the Defendants.  I, 
the undersigned Referee will 
sell at public auction at the UL-
STER COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
285 WALL STREET, KINGS-
TON, NY 12401, on July 24, 

1482.
April L. Forbes, Esq., Ref-

eree 9926-3250

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualification of 

EVERLIT WOOD PRODUCTS, 
LLC

Appl. for Auth. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 06/18/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. LLC formed in 
Delaware (DE) on 06/14/19. 
Princ. office of LLC: 191 Roch-
ester Center Rd., Accord, NY 
12404. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to c/o 
Corporation Service Co., 80 
State St., Albany, NY 12207-
2543. DE addr. of LLC: 251 
Little Falls Dr., Wilmington, DE 
19808. Cert. of Form. filed 
with DE Secy. of State, Div. of 
Corps., 401 Federal St., Do-
ver, DE 19901.  Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Infinity Simulation LLC, 
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 
05/22/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 
Infinity Simulation LLC, 61 
Wilson Ave, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.                      

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

MMJD Equities, LLC, Art. of 
Org.  filed w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 6/25/19. Office 
location: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company 230 Kings Mall 
Court, #182, Kingston NY 
12401.   Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
CHRIST THE KING RE-

ALTY HOLDING, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 7/5/2019. Office in 
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to 7227 Route 209, 
Wawarsing, NY 12489, which 
is also the principal business 
location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
HOMEPORT ON THE 

LAKE, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
7/3/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
PO Box 794, Stone Ridge, NY 
12484.  Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of  formation of  

ISBY CONSTRUCTION LLC.  
Art. of  Org. filed w/Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) June 5, 
2019.  Office location: Greene 
Co., NY; SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to 189 Beers Road, Earl-
ton, NY  12058. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF ULSTER
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS 
INDEX NO.: 2019-157
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.,
Plaintiff,
v.
MARY ELLEN PAPE-MUR-

TAGH A/K/A MARY PAPE, 
JAMES J. MURTAGH A/K/A 
JAMES MURTAGH A/K/A 
JAMES J. MURTAGH, JR., MIL-
DRED A. GALLO, CHASE BANK 
USA, NA, NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION 
AND FINANCE,

Defendants.
To the above named Defen-

dants:
You are hereby summoned 

to answer the complaint in this 
action and to serve a copy of 
your answer, or if the com-
plaint is not served with this 
summons, to serve a notice of 
appearance on the Plaintiff’s at-
torneys within thirty days after 
the service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service, 
and in case of your failure to 
appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by de-
fault for the relief demanded in 
the complaint.

NOTICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this 
summons and complaint by 
serving a copy of the answer 
on the attorney for the mort-
gage company who filed this 
foreclosure proceeding against 
you and filing the answer with 
the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can 
lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go 
to the court where your case 
is pending for further infor-
mation on how to answer the 
summons and protect your 
property.

Sending a payment to your 
mortgage company will not 
stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE AN-
SWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

This is an attempt to collect 
a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that 
purpose.

The foregoing summons is 
served upon you by publication 
pursuant to an order of Honor-
able Lisa M. Fisher, Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the State 
of New York, signed the 20th 
day of June,  2019 at Kingston, 
New York.

The object of this action is 
to foreclose a mortgage on the 
following property:

Tax I.D. No. 39.68-4-3
ALL that certain plot, piece 

or parcel of land, situate, ly-
ing and being in the Town of 
County of Ulster, State of New 
York, known and designated 
as Lot No. 15 in Block 15 on 
Map entitled, ‘Whitter-Section 
No. 2-B situate in the Town 
of Ulster, Ulster County, New 
York” made by Nelson & Bald-
win, L.S., dated November 14, 
1956 and May 28, 1957 and 
filed on February 28, 1958 in 
the Ulster County Clerk’s Office 
as Map No. 1934.

These premises are also 
known as 242 Heather Lane, 
Kingston, NY 12401.

WOODS OVIATT GILMAN LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
500 Bausch & Lomb Place
Rochester, NY 14604
Tel.: (855)227-5072

LEGAL NOTICES

Early reaction to the plan by potential stakeholders 
has been “overwhelmingly positive,” Eyler reports, 
and now he’s making a more public pitch in advance 
of a planning-board application. Look for a plan-
ning-board submission as soon as August. Eyler and 
Johnson hope to break ground next year. 

If and when the first building goes up, they plan 
to use fire-rated sheetrock to subdivide the space as 
needed. “We’re responsible for the shell, and the tenant 
does the rest,” Eyler said.

TERENCE P WARD

Big mess in Big Indian
About 15 residents of Big Indian and Oliverea came 

to the July 1 meeting of the Shandaken town board to 

protest the town’s failure to clean up several properties 
in the hamlet of Big Indian, despite complaints at the 
June meeting about a junked car lot, a “perpetual yard 
sale,” and a stripped-down, unsecured store. 

The town board voted to schedule a public meeting 
on the topic with the entire board, zoning enforcement 
officer Howie McGowan, and John Michelotti of the 
Big Indian Beautification Committee immediately 
before next month’s town board meeting.

The number of derelict cars at the former service 
has gone down from 52 to 46. The store, a building 
at the corner of Route 28 and Oliverea Road that 
was once Morra’s Market and Aley’s before that, has 
been boarded up in front. The yard sale, which Marti 
Gailes of the beautification committee understands 
to be “working its way through a code enforcement 
process,” continues to operate on weekends, without 
promised police intervention into illegal parking by 
customers on the shoulder of Route 28.

“I believe the town board has been remiss, leaving 
it up to the supervisor, thinking he’s going to take care 
of it,” said councilmember and deputy supervisor Faye 
Storms, who ran the me eting because supervisor Rob 

Stanley was on vacation. “I think the whole town board 
should meet with the beautification committee. We 
need to come together in a group and resolve this.”

Meet some Eastern 
Europeans

The Bard Center for Civic Engagement is hosting 
its fourth annual study of civic engagement this sum-
mer. This year’s undergraduate cohort of 20 student 
leaders from Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia 
and Turkey will attend a session with a handful of 
Kingston-based journalists next Wednesday, July 17 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. in Bethany Hall at the Old Dutch 
Church in Kingston. The general public is welcome 
to attend. There is no price for admission. 

The foreign students are participating in a 35-
day study tour of the United States with case studies 
focused on the history of civic engagement, art as 
social action, environmental sustainability and civic 
journalism.

COUNTY NOTES cont’d

\4
WHY PRINT?

The record A newspaper can 
be archived and used by future 
generations to learn about 
our time. Web posts are often 
edited several times and rarely 
well archived. 
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PHYLLIS McCABE

Who’s afraid of a snake?
THIS 1967 SHELBY COBRA owned by owned by Chris Lapchick of Kingston drew a lot of attention at last weekend’s Sawyer Motors car show up in Saugerties.

Nardia Bennett: Yeah, I’ve lived here since I was nine. 
On and off. I’m also an immigrant myself. 

MYE: Do you work in the city? 
NB: I’m a property owner in the city, so I’m a land-
lord. Kingston is the type of place that’s actually a big 
immigrant population. I remember when I was a kid 
and I first came to the States. There were maybe five 
Jamaican families that I knew. Now there are so many 
Jamaican families who I don’t even know. That’s how 
much it has grown from age nine to 31. 

MYE: That’s gotta feel good.
NB: It does feel good, but still I feel like we live in two 
different worlds. New York City, no one really cares 
if you are an immigrant because someone’s mom or 
cousin is one. A best friend. Around here there have 
been people that made me feel extremely uncomfort-
able to be an immigrant. 

MYE: That’s pretty stupid considering Henry Hudson 
sailed here and there were people here first before his ass. 
NB: Facts. Back in the day when I first got here you 
could tell maybe there were some people that were rac-
ists, but maybe they would give you an attitude because 
you’re black, which we’ve experienced. Nowadays they 
are saying it, they are making you feel uncomfortable 
and going out of their way to do it. I went to Dunkin’ 
Donuts here famished from walking and long story 
short a cashier stole my money. This girl stole my 
money, $20. When I demanded the manager to run 
the cameras and got irate the manager checked the 
drawer and said it was good. I said, “Absolutely not. 
I need my money.” Who was the girl on the phone 
with? Corporate? 

MYE: The police?
NB: Exactly. Basically, luckily I knew the cop from 
having headache tenants. That could’ve helped that he 
knew me personally and knew I was alright. But what 
if he didn’t? That’s a blessing of community policing, 
which I advocate for. I went to John Jay. That’s my 

favorite type of policing.
What I have realized with many racist people now-

adays, they are overt. However, they aren’t going to 
overtly always tell you the N-word. They will say you 
are “on drugs” or “dishonest” (Note: she tells me about 
a time someone on a trip back here recently insinuated 
she can’t read as an insult). To insinuate in 2019 that 
a black woman can’t read, you are being racist. 

MYE: And this is supposed to be a liberal part of the 
country.
NB: It got me so f----d up, it affected me psychologically. 

MYE: Do you feel like that is part of why you came 
out to the protest today? 
NB: I have to. I came out here today because I care 
about the kids. I remember Anne Frank, she touched 
my heart so much when I read that. Whenever I am in 
an attic I think of that. ‘What would it really be like if you 
had to hide up here? The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. 
That movie had me all the way in my feelings. I cried 
for days. That was crazy but it was deep. I was like, 
“Lord.” Be careful what you allow to happen to others 
because it could happen to someone you love. That’s 
why I came here today. I can’t really comprehend why 
things happen in human nature. I’m trying to come 
to grips with that personally. I have a daughter and I 
couldn’t imagine my daughter being away from me. Not 
because I am a bad parent. Not because of abuse. Not 
because an environment is unsafe. Simply because of 
immigration status and being a person of color. When 
I saw the girl who drowned with her dad, for me as 
an immigrant ... I love my island. I love Jamaica. It’s 
a beautiful place but as beautiful as it is it is ugly as 
well. Violence isn’t everywhere, just like the United 
States. But the thing is, for me growing up I grew up 
in political warfare. “Vote for me” wasn’t something 
happy. Election time was the deadliest time, especially 
back in the ‘90s. 

MYE: It is sad that here in America, Trump wastes 
108 million taxpayer dollars on golf, then looks down 
on people. 
NB: You know how Trump says “Make America Great 
Again”? I say Make America Great. It’s not like it’s 
been great for everyone. I can’t hide who I am. “I’m 
not black today.” OJ, right? (laughing)

MYE: (laughing) Oh my God.
NB: (laughing) You know what I’m saying? It’s crazy, 
dude. But there’s a lot of people that do care around 
here. When the Mueller report came out they were 
out protesting and people were lined up. They were 
talking about making sure love is in the community 
and hate doesn’t belong here. They were saying Black 
Lives Matter. That’s really dope. The craziest thing? 
Most of them were white. I think that’s wonderful. At 
the end of the day, black people been marching. We’ve 
been on the frontlines. They need to be out there be-
cause it might reach them if they can tell their white 
cousin, “No. Don’t treat them that way.”

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is changing, but 
local, on-the-ground, fact-checked jour-
nalism is needed now more than ever. We 
believe it’s important for the entire com-
munity, regardless of economic position, 
to have access to the local news that im-
pacts their lives most. That’s why we don’t 
place our online content behind a paywall. 
But good, local journalism costs money to 
produce. That’s where you come in. We’re 
asking our online readers: If you value 
what we do, please consider making a 
contribution. Your help will ensure inde-
pendent, locally owned journalism will 
continue to thrive in your community.  
For more: hudsonvalleyone.com/support 

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1

Faces of Kingston
Continued from Page 1
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Cosmos horror
New York bludgeons Stockade FC 6-0, closing out Kingston’s season  BY CRISPIN KOTT

I
t’s just inside the 73rd minute on the 

soccer field at Mitchel Athletic Complex in 
Uniondale, and Kingston Stockade FC is down 
5-0 against a New York Cosmos lineup that’s been 
assembled by owner Rocco B. Commisso like a kid 

with cheat codes might put together a juggernaut roster 
for FIFA 19 on his PlayStation. Stockade midfielder 
Gabriel Aguilar sprints toward the Cosmos goalkeeper, 
narrowly missing a chance to steal an errant ball and 
punch it into the back of the net.

Kingston lost this, their final regular season game 
of 2019, 6-0, after opening as strong defensively as 
they have against any other team all season long. For 
around half of the first half, Stockade kept the Cosmos 
honest, swarming on the defensive end to prevent 
flashy goals, and creating offen-
sive opportunities that ultimately 
proved unproductive. Scott Zobre, 
Kingston’s longtime defender-mid-
fielder, deftly dodged Cosmos keep-
er Paul Blanchette on one enticing 
run, but his momentum forced him 
to reset before attempting a shot.

But for all the pride Stockade FC 
showed on the pitch, for every inch 
of space Conner Rezende or Justin 
Jaime fought for while moving the 
ball across midfield, the Cosmos 
are operating on a different level. 
And with Kingston playing without 
electrifying players like Pedro Es-
pindola, Afonso Pinheiro, Alejandro 
Riquelme and Danilo Markovic, the 
outcome was, if not inevitable, perhaps not surprising.

“With our numbers today we had a very specific 
game plan to try to really stay compact, play a little 
bit more off the counter, and we did,” said Kingston 
Coach Jamal Lis-Simmons. “The first 20 minutes I 
thought we created three pretty good opportunities 
that if we put away, maybe the game goes a little bit 
different. But hats off to them. There’s a reason that 
they’re undefeated. They’re a quality side all the way 
through their whole bench. Today was not our day.”

In what is likely to be their final season in the 
National Premier Soccer League’s North Atlantic Con-
ference, the Cosmos are undertaking a barnstorming 
bon voyage through the rest of the league, their sole 
blemish on an otherwise perfect season a 0-0 home 
draw against the Brooklyn Italians on Wednesday, July 
3. It was a matchup between the top two teams in the 
conference, and a preview of their playoff game on the 
same field one week later. For New York, the 6-0 win 
over Kingston was par for the course for a club that 

over 14 games outscored opponents 47-4. Their skill 
is undeniable, but so is their lack of respect for their 
opponents at this level, a team with the game all but 
won by halftime still attempting trick passes and wild 
long distance stabs at piling on. Cosmos center back 
Emmanuele Sembroni, who played professionally in 
Switzerland and Italy before coming to the Cosmos 
earlier this year, opened the scoring with a brace over 
two minutes midway through the first half: By the 60th 
minute Sembroni was showered and dressed and in 
the stands taking photos with fans.

Bledi Bardic, Junior Burgos, Naeem Charles and 
Giuseppe Barone each scored a goal for the Cosmos. 
Greg Monroe and Ryan Sinnott each worked a half 
in goal for Stockade.

For the first time this season, 
Kingston had the opportunity to see 
what it’s like for other teams to play 
at Dietz, with the Cosmos seeing 
roughly 500 fans come through 
the gates, including a loud, ener-
getic supporters group. Stockade’s 
Dutch Guard Supporters Group 
also showed up, representing the 
home fans with clouds of orange 
smoke from the visitors’ bleachers. 

After the game, Lis-Simmons 
said his team was up for playing 
before a hostile crowd.

“We fall in love with our atmo-
sphere at Dietz so much that when 
there’s another atmosphere on the 
road I think our guys get up for it,” 

he said. “They were excited to see the stands filled the 
way they were today, and we just wish we could have 
put on a little bit of a better show.”

However they do in the playoffs, the Cosmos lopsid-
ed reign over the NPSL should come to an end before 
2020. In 2017, the NPSL’s Cosmos B were the lower 
division farm team for the Cosmos A, which played in 
the Division II North American Soccer League (NASL). 
That season, the Cosmos B, at 6-4-2, finished fourth 
in the NPSL’s Atlantic Blue Conference and out of the 
playoff picture. Meanwhile, Stockade FC, 7-4-1, won 
the Atlantic White Conference and beat Hartford City 
FC 2-1 in the conference final at Dietz Stadium on July 
15 before falling 6-3 to the Clarkstown SC Eagles in 
the regional semifinals a week later.

Following their 2017 season, the NASL first can-
celed their 2018 slate, then folded altogether. Mean-
while, the NPSL gave teams like the Cosmos and a 
two-year salary cap break to allow them to keep their 
Division II pro players while the league established 

the Founders Cup.
The Cosmos, once the U.S.’ leading pro soccer team 

but fallen on hard times of late, nearly folded after the 
2017 season. But under new owner Cossimmo they took 
advantage of being free from salary cap restraints in 
the NPSL and stacked their roster primarily with pro-
fessional players, both from their now-defunct Cosmos 
A squad and other professional leagues around the 
world. The league allowed it to ensure Founders Cup 
teams could begin play this summer at full strength, 
but it also meant an imbalance in the NPSL for two 
seasons. In 2018, the Cosmos went a perfect 10-0 in 
the regular season, blasting through the postseason 
before their luck ran out against FC Motown in the 
Regional Finals. Where they wind up at the end of the 
2019 season remains to be seen, but they’ll begin play 
in the Founders Cup almost immediately.

The Founders Cup is a competition that will run 
from August to November of this year, culminating 
in a professional full league schedule with East and 
West divisions in 2020. The Cosmos are among the 
six teams in the East Region, while five teams were 
announced for the west (though one of those, the 
Oakland Roots, announced last week it would instead 
attempt to move to the National Independent Soccer 
Association (NISA), which will begin its inaugural 
season in September 2019. 

All in all, a pretty decent season
For Kingston, an otherwise thrilling first season 

under the guidance of former team captain Lis-Sim-
mons was marred by its bookends. Stockade opened 
its official 2019 slate with a 2-0 home defeat at the 
hands of the Cosmos before going on an 11-game un-
defeated streak. During that run, Kingston outscored 
opponents 20-6, their defense one of the tops in the 
league. But following a second late 2-2 draw at home 
against Brooklyn on Wednesday, June 26, Kingston 
lost 4-2 at Boston before heading into the season finale 
against the Cosmos. Kingston allowed eight goals over 
the first 12 games of the season and 10 goals over the 
final two, an uncharacteristic result for a team with 
an ordinarily stingy defense.

“We did a lot of great things this year, and the last 
two games are definitely not emblematic of the team 
we are,” said Lis-Simmons. “But this can be a funny 
game sometimes. You can’t take anything for granted. 
The last two weeks were tough, but my message to the 
guys is going to be to look at this season as a whole, 
and I think there’s a lot of bright moments and I think 
we set at least the foundation and a standard for what 
we want to do going forward. And I look forward to 
building upon it next year.” 

SPORTS

CRISPIN KOTT

The team embraces after its fi nal match of the season.

‘We did a lot of great 
things this year, and 
the last two games 
are defi nitely not 
emblematic of the 
team we are.’ 
— Stockade FC coach 
Jamal Lis-Simmons
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PAST YOUR BEDTIME

In an age when both widespread public 

gullibility and widespread public cynicism 
weirdly and ironically walk hand in hand, 
where is the hope for the modern American 
true believer rock band amidst so much 

cultural dickery?
It’s easy to be extremely cynical about indie rock 

and the wider canopy of musical entertainment in 
general these days. Most bands seem to have little 
to no motivation beyond hoping for a single to get 
placed on a hipster Spotify corporate playlist or in a 
car or fast food commercial. It’s 
an even lower bar for “selling 
out” — which is, also weirdly 
and ironically, both harder and 
easier to do in our Internet 
era. While plenty of bands 
work hard and deserve a break, just as many stand 
for nothing and will sign on to anything, no matter 
how soul-barren or calculated it is.

The Gotobeds’ new Sub Pop release Debt Begins at 
30 is album-of-the-year material for a very beleaguered 
genre that’s largely lost its own plot. This Pittsburgh 
band reminds me as if they had been spectators if 
Pavement and The Replacements one day had a fake 
smug drinking contest and both imploded. The Got-
obeds seem to have picked up the pieces of the ruins 
and learned the best lessons, without the mistakes of 
such a hypothetical encounter of storied-and-bruised-
yet-remarkable pedigrees. Debt Begins at 30 feels 
securely grounded in the love of creating with peers, 
the band gloriously kinetic as they trade licks and 
get their kicks. You feel like they really believe in the 
mythos of rock and the value in the whole process, 
but you feel they’ve the humble awareness that the 
world can and does crush our dreams on the regular. 
The band seems more than prepared to weather that 
sizeable hurdle via a pragmatic sort of adherence to 
fun and earthy working-class indie tunes that gaze up 
at the stars and then get back to not messing around 
down here on the ground.

The musical results are thrilling — The Gotobeds 
as a band never seem to forget to play as a team and 
perhaps accidentally innovate through their excite-
ment. There are plenty of moments on Debt Begins at 
30 where as a listener you just feel stoked that someone 
made this record’s textures, sweet jams and diatribes. It 
feels like a win for old friends even on the first exposure 
to the band. Suffice to say, I am pretty excited about 
this release. Add cameos from members of Silkworm, 
Downtown Boys, Protomartyr and Shellac (to name a 
few) and you have yourself a very nutritious ear meal. 
I dare you to hear “On Loan” seep into your bones with 

a jangly extended guitar intro and solid pocket drums 
creeping up to support some kind of lyrics written on a 
napkin in blue pen-type spontaneous beat poetry and 
not marvel at the honest nostalgia it stirs for when 
bands seemingly cared more.

To put it another way, this band effin’ 

rips. I strongly urge you all to hustle your buns 
to our new-ish little Broadway sanctuary for 

rad boutique shows, Tubby’s. (Where Broadway Joe’s 
used to be.) You’ve got to see them when they roll 

through town on Friday, July 
19 or else you will, perhaps for 
decades to come, feel a certain 
emptiness inside. I have to 
work so am not going to be able 
to make it, but I am not that 

cool anyway and if you are able it would be criminal 
not to cram yourself in amongst your peers and live a 
little. The band might be wary of meeting me anyway 
since I suggested when they play Comet Ping Pong 
coming up they dedicate a song from their 2016 Blood//
Sugar//Secs//Traffic release to best friends Trump 

and Epstein to piss off the alt-right Pizzagate crowd. 
Anyway, the newer album title Debt Begins at 30

seems to be a reminder of the fact that this can get 
harder with age and so any group that manages to 
balance work and play while still getting the job done 
via killer songs has my respect. It is hard enough to 
even have friends you can count on these days, let alone 
trustworthy bandmates invested in a common vision. 

Michael Azerrad’s more-essential-by-the-day book 
Our Band Could Be Your Life on the ‘81-’91 indie un-
derground might boast a title too earnest for attention 
deficit phone addicted empty calorie stan culture’s 
odd marriage of ego and nihilism these days, but the 
right band at the right time can cut through the psy-
chic malaise mustard and still save your life. I firmly 
believe The Gotobeds music has that power. Exposure 
to it in the right environment or surroundings will get 
even the most stonehearted too-cool-for-school types 
shook like last week’s California quakes. FYI, Motley 
Crue’s Tommy Lee claims on Twitter that the quakes 
were just him tweakin’ his new kick drum. The power 
of rock still looms as large as ever.

KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

PHOTO PROVIDED 

The Gotobeds respond in the negative when told to go to bed.

TO PUT IT ANOTHER WAY, 
THIS BAND EFFIN’ RIPS.
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ELECTIONS 2018VanBlarcum vs. FigueroaIncumbent sheriff will be contested for Dem endorsementBY JESSE J. SMITH

A s he gears up to run for 

a fourth four-year term Ulster 
County sheriff, Paul VanBlar-
cum is facing something new 
— a challenge from within the 

Democratic Party.While the incumbent lawman is count-

PHOTO PR

Juan Figueroa.

DAN BARTON

Paul VanBlarcum.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Biting commentary

CALEV RABE SIMON, 3, of Kingston enjoys an apple at the Kingston Farmers Market, which opened its outdoor season on 

Saturday.

ELECTION 20A race taking shape?Ryan touts poll, Delgado gets major endorsement in Dem Congress tussle  BY JESSE J. SMITH

W ith seven candidates 

vying for the Democratic 
nomination for the 19th 
Congressional District 
— and little ideological 

daylight between them — campaigns are 

touting their candidate’s electability in the 

November battle against incumbent Re-

publican John Faso as they head towards 

a June 26 primary to decide who’ll get the 

party’s line.Last week, Kingston native and former 

Army officer Pat Ryan was touting a new 

poll that showed him narrowly beating 

Faso in a head-to-head matchup. The 

same survey, by the Democratic Party-

aligned firm Public Policy Polling, showed 

Rhinebeck corporate attorney Antonio 

Delgado in a tie with the incumbent. The 

poll, commissioned by Ryan’s campaign, 

was based on a survey of 928 voters in 

SCHOOLSThe whole megillahKCSD voters OK it all — budget, props, 
Dietz deal, school board trustees  BY CRISPIN KOTTK CSD school officials 

celebrated a clean sweep on 
Tuesday night as their $175 
million budget proposal for 
the 2018-19 school year and 

three separate propositions all met wide-

spread approval from voters, who turned 

out in fewer numbers than they had one 

year earlier.In unofficial results, the $175,032,027 

spending plan passed by a margin of 

1,523-597, with voters in all seven el-

ementary schools approving. The budget 

will increase the local property tax levy by 

2.62 percent and increase overall spend-

ing by 3.21 percent. The spending plan 

represents an increase of $5,450,486 over 

the current school year’s budget, but it 

comes with a tax levy increase nearly a 

full percentage point lower than the state-

mandated cap of 3.56 percent.
With a spring storm hammering the 

Hudson Valley during the day, fewer 

voters turned out than they did in 2017. 

A total 2,120 votes were cast on Tuesday 

compared to 2,875 last year. Even so, the 

percentages were greater in favor of the 
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thursday

The Importance 
of Being Earnest in 
Rhinebeck; Silver 
Needle Runway

friday

Blues Traveler’s 
Popper at Bearsville; 
Rhinebeck Antique 
Car Show begins

saturday

Alasdair Fraser and 
Natalie Haas at 
Ashokan Center; 
I Love My Park Day

sunday

New Paltz Regatta; 
Lake Street Dive 
performs at UPAC 
in Kingston

monday

Free/low-cost 
“Spay Shuttle” 
in Poughkeepsie 
and Fishkill

tuesday

Spotty Dog 
Trivia Night in 
Hudson: All-Nerd 
Throwdown

wednesday

Learn the basics 
of sailing at the 
Beacon Sloop 
Sailing Club

A miscellany of Hudson Valley art, adventure and ideas  |  Calendar & Classifieds |  Issue 18 |  May 3 – 10
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KINGSTON TIMES
EDITORIAL

Public art
There are many issues involved with public art. 

Too many to simply reduce it to the issue of freedom 
of expression. Mural art is the one that is most com-
plex. How long will a mural be up? Is there a contract 
that guarantees a limited period of time, say five, six 
years? If not, we are stuck with something that can 
hardly be called temporary. Temporary installations 
like sculptures are much easier to deal with. With the 
Kingston Biennial Sculpture Exhibition we had issues 
with the city or the public here and there. Never was 
a piece censored but there were sure heavy protests 
sometimes. By talking to one another we always 
worked out a solution. But the sculptures were gone 
after a few months. 

With murals there are more issues to contemplate. 
What, where, how? They are not only present for 
a much longer time-period, they also change their 
environment, like the surface they are painted on. 
Questions arise. What if the mural is painted over a 
bare brick wall? It means we will not be able to see the 
brick anymore. Gone from view. Does the artist know 
which wall he or she will be assigned before starting 
to make studies? If not, it easily results in murals that 
do not connect with the area where they appear and 
with the surface they are painted on. 

Then there is the point of saturation. How many 
murals can go up before it becomes an over-kill? What 
about community involvement? Asking people in the 
neighborhood how they feel about a certain mural. 
Why not come up with several proposals for a certain 
location? Having neighborhood schools or kids in-
volved? These are but a few of the questions involved. 
If they are relevant, how should they be dealt with? 
In my experience the answers arise when people from 
different angles approach the issues together: artists, 
arts organizations, history people, city government 
representatives and people in whose neighborhood 
the murals go up. Once the murals are up, you can’t 
say it is just about artistic expression. It is now part of 
the city’s public appearance, so it involves more issues 
than just the artist or the arts organizations. 

My advice is: Slow down, be patient, make long-
term plans. Talk to one another and allow the answers 
to arise in a field of cooperation and joined concerns. 

In all of this the city government has a role to play as 
it is burdened with the concern how things work for 
everybody, the citizens included.

Hendrik Dijk

Visual artist
Kingston

Save yourself, if you can
My political life began at age eight, during the first 

presidential race I remember. Dwight Eisenhower 
looked like my friends’ fathers when they dressed for 
church, or golf, while Adlai Stevenson looked like 
my father and other fathers on whose laps I would 
sometimes sit in synagogue. So I campaigned for Mr. 
Stevenson, sending him the proceeds (minus startup 
costs) from the lemonade business I built in order 
to sweep him into office. (Well, I built the business, 
but I had to ask a handier friend and his Eisenhower 

Dad to build the stand, never letting on that the stand 
stood for Stevenson.)

When Ike was elected, I realized I wouldn’t be 
named Secretary of Lemonade anytime soon — if 
ever! But four years later, Adlai was back, and hope 
sprung anew — as did Adlai’s haul, larger than ever, 
for I now sold individually wrapped Mallomars as 
well as my new, improved lemonade. However, even 
with the profits from my growing empire flooding his 
coffers, Adlai again finished second.

Still, Ike was avuncular, even if it was my friends’ 
uncles he resembled, not mine, and “I Like Ike” rolled 
off my tongue as easily as it did everyone else’s.

But I instinctively did not like the mean-looking 
man whom I would see lurking behind him. And 
when years later that man stalked his way to the 
foreground as president, it became increasingly, and 
alarmingly, evident that my youthful instincts about 
him had been right.

Stop punishing the poor 
and reform bail system
H

ow long will we continue to put 

innocent people in jail? As a public de-
fender, I represented people who were 
poor. In the hundreds of cases I handled, 
the Assistant District Attorney would too 

often ask the court to set bail beyond my client’s reach. 
I would tell the court that it was impossible for my 
client to pay that much, and point out that the Eighth 
Amendment to our Constitution explicitly states that 
“excessive bail shall not be required.” Most times, the 
judge deferred to the DA’s 
recommendation and 
my client was taken to 
jail without being found 
guilty of anything.

Every day in this 
county, legally innocent 
people are behind bars 
simply because they can-
not afford bail.

According to our 
sheriff, Juan Figueroa, 
on average, 60% of the 
jail population is made 
up of people held on bail.

As long as money is a condition of pretrial release, 
poor and working-class people will remain behind 
bars while those who are wealthy go home regardless 
of the likelihood of innocence or guilt. This is a fun-
damental injustice.

The harms of unaffordable cash bail are unequiv-
ocal: people lose their jobs, homes and families while 
detained. Even worse, innocent people sometimes 
plead guilty just to get out of jail. This is how it works. 
After spending days or weeks in jail, you — an innocent 
defendant — are brought back to court and offered the 
chance to plead guilty for “time served.” You have the 
option to plead and go free or go back to jail and wait 
for trial. What choice would you make?

A New York Civil Liberties Union study found that 
between 2010 and 2014 there were 6,344 pretrial 
detainees held in the Ulster County Jail. According to 
the study, over 55 percent of all pretrial detainees who 
spent time in the Ulster County Jail after bail was set 
were charged with only misdemeanors or violations. 
The most common charges were Harassment in the 

Second Degree, Disorderly Conduct and Trespass. 
The maximum fine for these violations is $250. Ap-
proximately 40 percent of the people charged with 
these violations had bail set higher than the maximum 
penalty.

Another unseemly side of our cash bail system is 
the for-profit bail industry. Some defendants are able 
to purchase their freedom with bail bonds, which re-
quire non-refundable premiums of 10 percent or more. 

The for-profit bail industry, comprised of bail 
bondsmen and insurance 
companies that under-
write and nationally col-
lect revenues of over $2 
billion a year, is a tax on 
the poor.

The purpose of bail is 
to ensure the appearance 
of a defendant in court, 
not to exact punishment 
before conviction. The 
cash bail reforms enacted 
by our state legislature and 
signed into law by Gov. 
Cuomo will not take effect 

until Jan. 1, 2020. This law has a mandatory release 
or release with non-monetary conditions for almost 
all violations, misdemeanors and nonviolent felonies.

Our district attorney has enormous discretion to 
implement these changes today and immediately stop 
the injustices that occur under the cash bail system. The 
U.S. Supreme Court says the prosecutor’s interest in a 
criminal case is “that justice be done.” Let it be done 
today, not six months from now. The DA should start 
by reviewing the cases of every defendant currently 
held on bail in the Ulster County Jail and release 
them from pretrial detention unless they pose a risk 
to public safety.

No doubt some people need to be in jail, but no one 
should languish behind bars, waiting for due process, 
simply because they are poor.

David Clegg is an attorney, ordained minister and 
member of the Ulster County Human Rights Commis-
sion. He is the Democratic Candidate for Ulster County 
district attorney in this fall’s election.

COMMENTARY
Dave Clegg

The harms of unaff ordable cash 
bail are unequivocal: people lose 
their jobs, homes and families 
while detained. Even worse, 
innocent people sometimes 
plead guilty just to get out of jail.
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OPINION

Now, my instincts reassure me that just as Nixon 
ultimately destroyed himself, so will today’s even more 
menacing president. But Trump’s nihilism makes 
Nixon’s ruthlessness look like bad manners, and my 
instincts also worry that before Trump destroys him-
self, he’ll bring down the rest of us.

So let those whose instincts are on alert do all we 
can to save ourselves, our children, our country, our 
world, and our planet; let us do all we can to make 
lemonade out of this lemon.

Tom Cherwin

Saugerties

Some thoughts on 
the speed limit

There has been a lot of resistance to this on social 
media: a big complaint is that the speeds are not 
enforced anyway, so why bother.

Y’know, that’s a good point!
If we are going to 25, then, for one thing, there 

needs to be a lot more deployment of those signs that 
inform the driver about their speed and flash a warning 
when the speed is exceeded.  

Of course, nobody ever got a ticket for doing 31 in 
a 30 zone and nobody’s going to get hit up for doing 
26 in a 25 zone, nothing like that, but you’ve been 
warned and if you’ve crept up to 28 or 30 and that’s 
wrong for the traffic situation, then yeah: you ought 
to get a warning.  

That’s what it will look like if we enforce the speed 
limit. And if we are going to enforce the speed limit, we 
must notify the public that a change is coming! And 
start giving out warnings and get the speed-reading 
signs out there. Make very sure that people know they 
have entered the City of Kingston, and if you have a 
sign that says “strictly enforced” then do it.

And the purpose of enforcement is not to increase 
revenue for the city! If people are not heeding the 
traffic signs, then the people who are supposed to 
enforce the limits aren’t getting the job done. That’s 
not just the police on the beat, that can be a break in 
the whole chain of command.

Gerald Berke

Kingston

Election manipulation
One of the privileges and responsibilities of citi-

zenship is the privilege and responsibility to vote. One 
of the duties of government is to facilitate and protect 
that right to vote.

We are witnessing the manipulations and maneu-
verings of political leaders, school boards and their 
bureaucrats attacking this basic right. In the Kingston 
City School District, the rearranging of the time and 
place of voting [made it] so that the elderly, business 
and working persons and handicapped were unable 
to vote. This is a continuation of the manipulation 
of their previous changing of the date and places 
of voting on the expensive renovations on the high 
school so that voters were unable to vote because of 
the superintendent and board switching to a date in 
which the weather and lack of information of voting 
locations interfered with citizens’ ability to vote.

In Ulster County, the politicians and board of 
elections have manipulated future elections by lim-
iting polling locations, times[?] and the availability 
of voting machines. The collusion of political and 
school leaders to control voting outcomes needs to be 
addressed by the public and they need to hold those 
leaders accountable and insist that voting rights and 
opportunities are protected by returning to previous 

IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

A new way to pay for 
community preservation
N

ew taxes are not every taxpayer’s 

cup of tea, especially in the era of New York 
State’s 2 percent cap on increasing a tax levy. 
But there can be method to this madness. 
For decades New York State Republicans 

controlled the state Senate, the Democrats the state 
Assembly and more often than not the governorship. 
The Republicans would only go along with Demo-
cratic spending programs that were combined with 
local control and home rule. This led to some very 
interesting compromises. 

A bill passed in the waning hours of the 2019 session 
of the state legislature last week was a ghost from that 
era. It added Ulster to 2007 state legislation listing 
the counties whose municipalities were permitted to 
impose an extra tax on certain property sales in order 
to preserve aspects of commu-
nity character of importance 
to them. The legislative bill, as 
yet unsigned by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, was “happily” spon-
sored by state Sen. Jen Metzger 
(D-Rosendale) and backed by Assemblyman Kevin 
Cahill (D-Kingston). It has several intriguing home-
rule wrinkles.

Not many taxes are optional. This one is. It is 
opt-in legislation. In order to establish a community 
preservation fund financed by a tax on some transfers 
of real estate, a community has to decide that it wants 
to adopt that tax — that is, to opt in. The jurisdiction’s 
top elected body has to vote for it, and the voters of 
the community then have to approve the program in 
a referendum. The original legislation specifies an 
exemption from the added taxes of properties selling 
below the median residential price.

Though there is an upper limit of 2 percent on the 
transfer tax, each jurisdiction can set its own tax level. 
Red Hook, for instance, exempts the first $100,000 of 
value, making the tax more progressive, and mandates 
a tax of 0.75 percent. Other local formulae, such as ap-
plying it only to million-dollar purchases, are possible.

The original 2007 legislation to which Ulster 
County is now signed on to requires jurisdictions that 
opt in to specify how they can spend the funds they 
accumulate. There’s a community preservation project 
plan, and an advisory committee reviews priorities 
and spending decisions.

An important new tool
We’re talking about real money. Most of the orig-

inal opt-in jurisdictions have accumulated and spent 
millions of dollars. According to Red Hook Town Su-
pervisor Robert McKeon, the preservation fund in his 
town has raised $3 million since its establishment. Red 

Hook has secured development easements over 2,800 
acres of farmland. It presently has $1.4 million in the 
bank and has a couple of projects under consideration.

The tax on property transfers is just one of several 
sources of income available for community improve-
ment, McKeon emphasized. Fund commitment at-
tracts other sources of money. The county, state and 
federal governments have participated in funding. 
Local land trusts and regional environmental organiza-
tions like Scenic Hudson and the Open Space Institute 
have been active partners. Owners of agricultural land 
and open space have been willing to make their own 
contributions to the purchase of development rights.

A wide variety of community resources, the 2007 
state legislation adopted just prior to the Great Re-
cession’s economic shock said, were “becoming at risk 

and endangered due to the nat-
ural progression of growth and 
development.” The enabling 
legislation was written broadly 
enough to permit the use of a 
community preservation fund 

for a great variety of purposes both environmental and 
cultural: parks, recreational areas, nature preserves, 
open space, agricultural lands, exceptional scenic 
views, aquifer recharge areas, beachfront, shoreline, 
wetlands, wildlife refuges, waterways and river areas, 
forest lands, and historic places and properties. Ac-
cording to my reading, the legislation even allows a 
contribution to certain affordable-housing projects. 
The legislative purpose was “to assure the enjoyment 
and survivability [of community assets] for current 
and future generations.”

Not an easy path to adoption
This year, Chester in Orange County decided to 

seek to pass community preservation legislation. 
Until then, no Hudson Valley community had signed 
on through stand-alone town legislation since Red 
Hook and Warwick did. A consortium of five Long 
Island towns have also been participants in similar 
land acquisition legislation since the 2000s. If the 
early participants have been happy with what they 
have accomplished under this approach — and they 
are — why haven’t others joined?

That may have been what Metzger, the new state 
senator from Rosendale, may have been wondering 
when she talked to New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil 
Bettez and county Legislator Jim Delaune, among 
others. Metzger chief of staff Leslie Berliant noted 
that the Ulster legislature’s Economic Development 
Committee had passed a resolution of support. “Ulster 
County really wanted this legislation,” Berliant said.

That’s not the whole story. The resolution was with-

drawn from a vote of the full legislature. Delaune, one 
of its sponsors, said he wasn’t sure it had the votes to 
pass. Kingston Republican Brian Woltman, who voted 
for it because “I thought it was a good law,” found he 
was the sole member of his caucus to support it.  

Rich Gerentine, retiring from the county legislature 
after 28 years of service at the end of this year, was the 
only negative vote in opposing support for the original 
legislation in 2007. “We’re overtaxed,” the Marlboro 
legislator said. “It’s still a tax, and that’s why they’re 
doing it.” He particularly criticized the legislation’s 
impact on first-time homebuyers.

Orange County was originally going to be included 
in this year’s legislation. It wasn’t, because freshman 
state Sen. James Skoufis reportedly backed off his sup-
port after vociferous opposition from his constituents, 
led by the county’s real-estate interests. “He was beat up 
on every level,” explained a local politician in the know.

Robert McKeon in Red Hook said that opposition 
from his local real-estate community, which was strong 
when the 2007 legislation was passed, has since abated. 
“Once you are overdeveloped,” he said he had sought 
to convince them, “will people want to move into your 
community?” 

Just the beginning?
“I’m a big proponent,” said Bettez, who sees the 

community preservation legislation as potentially 
transformative. “The one thing we can do is to pre-
serve open space.”

The towns of New Paltz and Gardiner share a com-
mon geography. Though some parts of the eastern part 
of both towns have environmentally significant habi-
tats, they are also susceptible to small-lot residential 
subdivision.  The sections west of the Wallkill River 
contain rich alluvial farmland allowing a footpath 
to the Shawangunk Ridge, with its long traditions 
of mountain-house hospitality, carriage roads, rock 
climbing, unique species, sky lakes and visual integrity. 
Recently, the River to Ridge Trail (R2R) has sought 
to connect a complex variety of immensely popular 
protected and recreational resources.

In an interview after the state legislature had ended 
its session, Metzger said most of the support for the 
new state legislation affecting Ulster County had come 
from the towns of New Paltz and Gardiner, where, she 
said, there was acute awareness of the need to protect 
open space. “Open space and farmland protection are 
part of our heritage,” said Delaune, whose legislative 
district includes part of New Paltz and Esopus.

Bettez pointed out that the legislation could poten-
tially be used to protect a variety of valued community 
resources, including historic houses, aquifer recharge 
areas and farmland easements. The Benjamin Center 
at SUNY New Paltz, he added, had published a paper 
concluding that “open space more than pays for itself ” 
in increased property values. McKeon said the same 
thing about Red Hook’s purchase of agricultural de-
velopment rights. 

Proponents of the legislation hope that it will have 
a bright future, and opponents worry about that same 
prospect. Andy Bicking, director of policy and special 
projects at Scenic Hudson and a strong supporter, sees 
the available new law as an asset that will make it pos-
sible for local governments to invest in amenities that 
will increase quality of life and pride in community.  

Gerentine, on the other hand, sees the community 
preservation law as a new way of taking Ulster County 
down a slippery slope of unwelcome governmental 
involvement. “This is just the beginning,” he warned.  

NOT MANY TAXES ARE 
OPTIONAL. THIS ONE IS.
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locations, times and places with enough personnel 
and machines at the polling places.

School boards and superintendents and political 
leaders can find all kinds of money for their personal 
projects. The public needs to insist that the right to 
vote and its facilitation become a top priority.

Paul Jankiewicz, Ph.D.

Ulster Park

Make Your Voice Heard
Are you disgusted by our country’s treatment of 

immigrants? Do you want to make it clear that these 
policies do not represent your views? Do you want to 
show support for our neighbors most at risk? Please 
join us on Friday evening, 7/12/19, 7-9 p.m., Kings-
ton City Hall, 420 Broadway, for a candlelit vigil that 
focuses on the detention/concentration camps that 
are the most flagrant violations of human rights and 

international law that that have been uncovered to 
date. Lights For Liberty vigils will be held all across 
our country. Let our numbers be large enough to make 
it clear that most Americans are unwilling to passively 
stand by while atrocities are committed in our name. 
Please join us. Bring a sign. Bring a candle. Bring your 
outrage. Bring yourself. Bring your friends.

Nic Abramson

Shady

Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 
who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and 
backed by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less 
E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 
a member of Westchester Medical Center 

Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member 

of our care team within 30 minutes.  

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 
at HAHV.org/ER30

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. HAHV.org

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

A bit 
of a 

bath
A LOCAL ROBIN 
seeks relief from 

the summer heat 

in a backyard 

birdbath.
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