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Retiring New Paltz High School principal Barbara Clinton.

New Paltz
Independence 
Day celebration 
happens thanks 
to community
volunteers and 
sponsors, but 
what about next 
year?

by Sharyn Flanagan

H
OT AND HUMID weather did 
nothing to dampen the enthu-
siasm of the hundreds of peo-
ple who showed up for New 

Paltz’s annual display of Independence 
Day fi reworks at the Ulster County Fair-
grounds on Friday, July 5. 

Armed with folding chairs and blan-
kets, it was a good-sized crowd. They 
spread out on the spacious property, 

The 
GOAT
Retiring NPHS principal 
Barbara Clinton looks 
back 
by Erin Quinn

W
HILE SHE MAY not ap-
pear to be an activist 
or a maverick at fi rst 
glance, or even at sec-

ond glance, Barbara Clinton has always 
been ahead of her time. When she fi rst 
came to the New Paltz Central School 
District (NPCSD) in May of 1971, she was 
the only female in the school’s Social 
Studies Department -- in fact, she was 
the fi rst female chair of the Social Stud-
ies Department.

“I’m not a historian,” she says from 
her offi  ce, surrounded by her beloved 
Jets gear, New Paltz High School (NPHS) 
class photos dating back generations 
and her constant smile that seems to 
slip out of the corners of her mouth as 

Hundreds of people came out for the New Paltz fireworks celebration last Friday evening.
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Industry hub is being proposed 
for North Ohioville Road

New Paltz

4

New Paltz’s Plaza Diner marks its 
fi ft ieth anniversary

New Paltz Rosendale
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New Paltz

Village Planning Board reviews 
revised site plan for 51 Main Street

PLUS: ALMANAC WEEKLY I N S I D E

Canal Press founder Bob 
Freeston retires
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 LLOYD | RECOGNITION

Town of Lloyd Republican Committee 
awards scholarship

O
N JUNE 24, the Town of Lloyd Republican Committee presented a $500 scholarship to 
Highland High School class of 2019 graduate Sofi a CrimiVaroli. She submitted an essay 
on: "What Being an American Means to You" and was selected for the award. CrimiVa-
roli plans on attending Notre Dame University in the fall.

Pictured are George CrimiVaroli (father), Sean Hammond (who coordinated the scholarship process), 
Dave Plavchak (chairman of the Republican Committee), Sofia CrimiVaroli (recipient), Herb Litts 
(Ulster County District 9 Legislator and chairman of the Scholarship Committee) and Carol CrimiVaroli 
(mother).

Poughkeepsie man gets 25 to life for 
crash that killed New Paltz woman

Ryan Williams, 29, of 28 May Street, Poughkeep-
sie, was sentenced July 2 in Ulster County Court to 25 
years to life in prison for his conviction for second-
degree murder.

The case stems from an incident on July 1, 2018 
which took place on Route 299 in the Town of Lloyd 
when the defendant, operating a Porsche Cayenne 
in speeds in excess of 128 mph, fl ed from a Town of 
Lloyd police offi  cer. At the intersection of Route 299 
and South Street in the Town of Lloyd the defendant 
crossed into oncoming traffi  c and struck a Ford 150 
pickup truck, killing driver Danielle Pecoraro, 39, of 
New Paltz. Pecoraro’s daughter, Mery Rosado, and 
a passenger in a vehicle following the pickup truck 
were seriously injured.

The defendant’s BAC at the time of the crash was 
.33.

Prior to trial, prosecutors sought to have evidence 
that the defendant had been convicted of crimes 
committed while fl eeing from a police offi  cer on four 
previous occasions admitted, arguing that that in-
formation was relevant to the jury’s determination 
of whether the defendant was acting with depraved 
indiff erence to human life. However, the court ruled 
that the evidence of defendant’s previous fl eeing 
from a police offi  cer, though relevant, would be prej-
udicial to the defendant and the jury was not allowed 
to hear that proof.

At sentencing, Rosado, the oldest of Pecoraro’s 
four children, addressed the court. According to the 
DA’s offi  ce, she said: “Someone was going to die that 
day . . . the community lost a gem of a woman but I 
lost my best friend. Why did I live and she die? I live 
everyday with the pain of losing my best friend.”

The defendant, who has not had a valid license to 
drive in NYS since 2011, stated in papers fi led with 
the court prior to sentencing that he did not intend 
to injure anyone.

In his comments to the court, prosecuting attor-
ney Joey Drillings stated “that the defendant acted 
with depraved indiff erence to human life in that he 
recklessly engaged in conduct which created a grave 
risk of death. He acted with an utter disregard for 
the value of human life -- a willingness to act, not 
because he intended grievous harm to the person 
who was killed, but because he simply did not care 
whether or not grievous harm resulted. He took a 
grossly unreasonable risk to human life and did not 
care how that risk turned out. His actions refl ected a 
wicked, evil, inhumane state of mind, as manifested 
by his heinous and despicable acts.”

In handing down the life sentence County Court 
Judge Donald Williams stated to the defendant: “your 
action and conviction legally and morally rises to the 
same level as premeditated or intentional murder.”

Ryan Williams was represented by Carol Morgan, 
Esq. The case was prosecuted by Sr. Assistant District 
Attorneys Joey Drillings and Lisa Bondarenka.

Still painting at 90: Raymond 
Schleinkofer art exhibit and 
reception at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host an exhibit entitled 
“Still Painting at 90” from July 3-31 exploring the 
work of Raymond Schleinkofer, a Hudson Valley lo-
cal, and his journey as an artist through trial and er-
ror. Meet the artist at a reception on Saturday, July 13 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

As an untrained artist, Schleinkofer has always 
shared his past paintings and thoughts with new 

friends. He enjoys painting scenery, ships, birds, 
wolves, orcas, dolphins and large gamefi sh, mostly 
in acrylics on canvas, board or wood.

The works will be on display in the library exhibit 
space, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike through July 30. For 
further information, call the library at 255-1255 or 
visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

New Paltz meetings will be held
via video conference

The New Paltz Police Commission and Town 
Board meetings scheduled for Thursday, July 18, will 
be held via video conference at 7 p.m. at the New 
Paltz Community Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive 
and at the Park County Public Library, 1500 Heart 
Mountain Street, Cody Wyoming starting at 5:30 
p.m. (mountain time).

“One More Time” Thrift  Shop 
expands its hours

Saint Augustine’s “One More Time” Thrift Shop, 
located at 35 Phillips Avenue in Highland, is expand-
ing its hours. The shop is currently open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from noon to 3 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Beginning July 17, the shop will 
also be open Wednesdays from 4 to 7 p.m.

Animals in constellations

A special program for children at Elting Memorial 
Library on Wednesday, July 17 at 3 p.m. will explore 
the many animal constellations that share the night 
sky and identify their origins The program will be 
presented by Jan Berlin of Everything Animals, along 
with a group of her real animal friends.

The library is located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz. 

Monopoly game-making day
at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library will host a Monopoly game-
making day on Sunday, July 21 from 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
This family program is for ages seven to adult. There 

is a material cost of $12 and attendees must register 
by July 14 with their choice of one theme from the 
following: Harry Potter, Wings of Fire, Warriors, 
Mythology or Star Wars. Design a table-top game 
board version of Monopoly just like the original in-
ventor Lizzie Magie. Listen to the story Pass Go and 
Collect $200: The Real Story of How Monopoly Was In-
vented by Tanya Lee Stone and be inspired to make a 
unique monopoly-style board game.

Events take place in the library community room, 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org. 

Attention soccer fans

The NPCSD Foundation for Student Enhancement 
is hosting a special bus trip to Red Bull Arena on Sat-
urday, August 3 to watch the Red Bulls take on To-
ronto. The VIP package includes round-trip charter 
bus, great seats, participation in the half-time High 
Five Tunnel, and after-game fi reworks. The cost is 
$75/ticket, bus leaves at 3 p.m. sharp for a 6 p.m. 
game. Contact John Fracasse at (845) 750-3924 to se-
cure your tickets or with any questions.

Flower show in New Paltz

The New Paltz Garden Club will hold its annual 
fl ower show this Saturday, July 13 from 1 to 4 p.m. 
and Sunday, July 14 from noon to 4 p.m. in the Stein-
berg Room at Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 
Main Street in New Paltz.

The show is free and open to the public. Non-
garden members may submit horticulture specimen 
(fl owers, herbs, etc. in a clear bottle or vase) on Fri-
day, July 12 from 4 to 7 p.m. or Saturday, July 13 from 
8 to 9 a.m. Judging takes place from 10 a.m. to noon. 

    

Children’s nature program
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host a children’s nature 
program entitled “I Love Bugs” on Wednesday, July 
17 from 1 to 2 p.m. Pre-register for this free program 
as space is limited. Children ages four to seven are 
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welcomed to join special guest Laura Conner, en-
vironmental educator at Minnewaska State Park Pre-
serve, and children’s librarian Amy Laber, for a fun 
program all about bugs. Attendees will learn about 
the basic characteristics of insects, read stories, sing 
songs about them and go on a bug hunt. Children will 
have the opportunity to search for insects outside the 
library with nets and magnifi ers and create a bug craft! 

To pre-register, stop by the library at 133 Farmer’s 
Turnpike or call 255-1255.

Family movie night
at Phillies Bridge Farm Project

A family movie night will be held this Friday, July 
12 from 6 to 9 p.m. in the barn at Phillies Bridge 
Farm Project, located at 45 Phillies Bridge Road in 
New Paltz Watch the movie E.T. the Extraterrestrial 
and sample homemade fi re-oven pizza, cookies and 
more between 6-7 p.m. Food is by donation. The 
movie starts at 7 p.m. (free). Bring your chair or 
blanket. For more information, visit PhilliesBridge.
org/events.

Teddy bear tea party in Gardiner

 The Gardiner Library will host a teddy bear tea 
party this Saturday, July 13 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Join Rebecca Burdett, kindergarten teacher, 
and her friend, John Emerson Thoreau Bearroughs, 
Nature Adventure Bear. Attendees can sing, eat tiny 
cakes, drink herbal tea and start a summer nature 
journal. BYOB (bring your own bear). 

Events take place in the library community room, 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Family art workshop with Jill Obrig

The Gardiner Library will host a family art work-
shop with Jill Obrig on Wednesday, July 17 from 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m. entitled “Birds All Around Us.” Sign up 
by July 15. Children ages 5-12 are welcome with the 
help of a parent, sibling or other adult. Families will 
listen to the story Rainbow Crow and then analyze 
the sculptures of artist Pablo Picasso. See the ce-
ramic owls he made and delve into the techniques of 
sculpting your own owl.

The workshop takes place in the library community 

room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, 
call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

“H2O -- Water in Art -- a Group Show,” 
at the Mark Gruber Gallery

“H2O -- Water in Art -- a Group Show,” the sum-
mer exhibition featuring over 20 artists at the Mark 
Gruber Gallery, opens this Saturday July 13 and runs 
through September 7. An artists’ wine and cheese 
opening reception will be held on Saturday, July 13 
from 5 to 7 p.m. The public is invited to attend this 
free event and meet the artists.

“H2O—Water in Art” brings us to waterfalls by 
James Cramer and tonal glasslike lakes by James 
Coe; enjoy a dip in the ocean’s refreshing waves by 
Richard Segalman or a canoe ride down a winding 
river by Andrea McFarland. These watery realms are 
sometimes a delight, sometimes terrifying, full of en-
ergy or peace (or both), but always an element of the 
sublime, of refraction and refl ection.

Oils, pastels, watercolors, acrylics, photography 
abound. Visit the beach on a hot summer day with 
Sue Barrasi. Keith Gunderson takes us into a rainy 
city night. Fog permeates the air in Staats Fasoldt’s 
mountainscapes. Refl ections, boats, abstracted vis-
tas and keenly rendered views, water breaking over 
rocks or on the shore, fl owers refracted in a glass or 
water in a swimming pool, watery realms reach ev-
ery nook of our world. See them depicted by such 
talents as Jane Bloodgood-Abrams, Paul Abrams, 

Eric Angeloch, Robert Carsten, Kevin Cook, Mireille 
Duchesne, Carolyn H Edlund, Marilyn Fairman, 
Gayle Fedigan, Gary Fifer, Taryl Gabel, Susan Miiller, 
Vince Natale, Linda Puiatti, Robert Trondsen, Mar-
lene Wiedenbaum and more. 

The Mark Gruber Gallery is located in the New 
Paltz Plaza. For more information, call (845) 255-1241 
or visit markgrubergallery.com.

Town-wide festival in High Falls
on July 13

“A Fair Day in High Falls,” the annual town-wide 
street festival, will return this Saturday, July 13. This 
year’s Fair Day will celebrate the hamlet’s 350th an-
niversary.

The event runs from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and admis-
sion is free to all. The event will feature food, live 
music, craft vendors, farm animals, 50/50 raffl  e, 
beer and wine garden, fl ea market, historic tours, lo-
cal celebrity dunking booth.

For a complete list of activities, visit www.high-
fallscivic.org/.

New Paltz Film Festival invites local 
fi lmmakers to submit their fi lm

New Paltz Film Festival (NPFF)announces that it 
will be returning for its second annual event on Sep-
tember 28. The event kicks off  at 7:30 p.m. at Studley 
Theater on the SUNY New Paltz campus. NPFF aims 
to build a creative community which focuses on cel-
ebrating the talent of filmmakers from the Hudson 
Valley. Now in its second year, NPFF is gearing up for 
an even grander celebration than their debut in 2018 
by switching venues, extending their submission pe-
riod and growing their creative circle to include films 
from all over the Hudson Valley. 

Are you or someone you know a filmmaker? 
Would you love to see your film on the big screen? 
NPFF is off ering a free submission period through 
August 1, 2019 and will continue to accept submis-
sions until August 31. All rules and guidelines can 
be found on their Facebook page at Facebook.com/
NewPaltzFilmFestival, or you can e-mail any ques-
tions to NewPaltzFilmFestival@gmail.com.

New Paltz Film Festival was founded by local 
filmmaker Allyson Ferrara and is run by her and fel-
low filmmaker Danny Asis, as well as a rotating panel 
of filmmakers and artists in the community who sit 
on the board of submissions. Ferrara, director of 
NPFF, explains that festival’s core values are to “en-
sure that there is always a space available for people 
to be inspired, create and collaborate together -- for 
free.” NPFF’s main event is open to the public and 
always free to attend. Filmmakers from all stages 
of their creative career are encouraged to submit 
their projects. If you are looking to share your video 
project, submit it to this year’s New Paltz Film Fes-
tival. Be it narrative, documentary, music video or 
otherwise, NPFF is looking for your submission and 
encourages all to contribute and attend the event. 
Submissions must be 20 minutes or under, contain 
original content or filmmakers must have permission 
to use content within the project, and filmmakers 
must be from New York or their film partially shot in 
the Hudson Valley.

 

Free the families

SOMEWHERE CLOSE TO 100 people gathered at U.S. Rep. Antonio Delgado’s offi  ce in Up-
town Kingston last Tuesday to demonstrate against the Trump administration’s policies in 
handling asylum seekers and undocumented immigrants at the border.

REGION | POLITICS

 PHYLLIS MCCABE

The Rev. Jennifer Berry of the New Paltz United Methodist Church leads a chant.

OPEN HOUSE 
August 3rd and 4th 

845-514-0921 

SAVE 

\1
WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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NEW PALTZ  | TOWN & VILLAGE

by Terence P Ward

5
1 MAIN STREET, a building which briefl y 
had a Facebook group renamed in its joking 
honor as the "New Paltz Rectangle Apprecia-
tion Society," may become a usable building 

yet. Developer Dimitri Viglis appeared before the 
New Paltz Village Planning Board on July 2 to try to 
square the problems with the highly visible building 
on lower Main Street.

"What's better about this?" asked board alternate 
Tom Rocco. The question was loaded with the his-
tory of this project, which is rather long for a build-
ing under construction. Earlier members of the 
board had approved this three-story building more 
than fi ve years ago when they were told the fi rst two 
fl oors would be a single Greek restaurant, topped by 
a penthouse apartment with commanding views of 
the ridge. Once construction fi nally began, residents 
quickly noticed that the new building was large 
enough to demand commanding views of itself. Be-
cause it was designed to max out the height require-
ment and it was also on a slope, the "rectangle" drew 

the eye, and a lot of online conversation followed. 
That the construction took place over months and 
years only added to the interest.

A number of changes to the plans seem to have 
taken place, including changes to the number of 
apartments and a proposal to put more rentable 
space in the basement. Eventually, it all resulted in 
Viglis having no place to put the air conditioning 
units, propane tanks and other machinery needed 
for a restaurant. Such mechanicals can take up as 
much as 10% of the roof, or could have if the building 
were not right at the maximum height. There may 
have been a verbal agreement with a neighbor, but 
it was never put in writing. Viglis asked for permis-
sion to bury propane tanks under the village-owned 
parking lot behind the building, and when he was 
turned down, he made an off er to buy that land. 
Trustees are now negotiating with a party who they 
say made a better off er.

Viglis answered Rocco's question by explaining 
some of the major diff erences. Gone is the restaurant 

entirely, with plans now calling for a jewelry store on 
the fi rst fl oor, with two offi  ces directly above. The 
penthouse is being returned as the sole apartment 
on the top fl oor, and the basement will be used for 
storage only. This plan avoids the need for propane 
or large machinery.

John Oleske eyed the drainage plan with suspicion, 
not about whether it would work but about wheth-
er it would ever get built. Permeable paving stones 
will be laid atop a layer of gravel, allowing water to 
percolate through and be stored during a heavy rain 
event and only then drain out over time. It would 
be a marked improvement for a lot which was 100% 
covered by building and pavement. The basins go be-
yond what's required, according to architect Richard 
Miller. "Four wells are required," he said. "How much 
will this cost?" He added that this part of the project 
might have been less "complicated and expensive" had 
it been done before putting up the building. Now there 
will be a lot of excavation needed.

Board attorney Rick Golden suggested simply 
making proper operation of the system a condition 
for fi nal approval, which mollifi ed Oleske. He did 
have other suggestions which won't end up in the ap-
proval. "Could you take down the construction fence 
and clean up the back?" he asked, as the lot right 
now looks "kind of like a blight downtown." That 
would be a good-faith gesture of a desire to work in 
partnership, Oleske told Viglis.

Viglis denied that there was trash behind the build-
ing, to which Oleske replied, "I took a photo, and I 
have it here in my pocket." After viewing it, Viglis 
had nothing more to say on the subject.

Planning Board members did not set a public 
hearing on this revised site plan, because fi rst Vig-

lis must secure a variance because the building is 
10,000 square feet in area. He was granted such a 
variance years ago, but that approval lapsed and 
now he needs to ask for it again. In the likely event 
ZBA members do not say "no," he will return to the 
Planning Board to get that hearing scheduled. ++

Framed

Valentina Suarez fi rst applied her artist's eye to 
the problem of framing other works of art when she 
was still living in her native Colombia. According to 
her website, she has lived in the United States for 20 
years, and now she's seeking approval to offi  cially 
operate her framing business and gallery out of her 
New Paltz village home. She brought her vision be-
fore the Planning Board on July 2.

Suarez has been taking jobs on an appointment-
only basis, but now she is applying for a change of 
use to convert her home at 7 Taylor Street to a single-
family residence with a home occupation, "a gallery 
and frame shop, using existing fi nished basement at 
our private residence," according to details in the ap-
plication. A business shingle would be hung at the 
end of the drive, which with a capacity of three cars 
should be suffi  cient for the expected traffi  c there. The 
house is at the end of the cul-de-sac drivers used to ac-
cess the community center when the old town hall was 
being demolished. The interior layout shows half the 
basement devoted to gallery space, with half the re-
maining an offi  ce and showroom. The rest of the space 
is needed for the geothermal and other mechanical de-
vices needed to run a net-zero-energy home like this 
one. The home business would remain a by-appoint-
ment aff air. Suarez said her long-term goal is to move 
the business into Zero Place, once it's built.

Board members were satisfi ed that all the require-
ments were met to set a public hearing on this ap-
plication, which will be held July 16.

-- Terence P Ward

Rectangle redux
Developer of 51 Main in New Paltz presents the Planning Board with a revised site plan

"What's better about this?" 
asked board alternate Tom 

Rocco. The question was 
loaded with the history of 

this project, which is rather 
long for a building under 

construction.

LAUREN THOMAS

51 Main in New Paltz.

SADIE PENZATO STELLEFSON

Last, Final Art Sale!

Oils, Pastels, Drawings & Prints
at reasonable prices
ALL MUST GO!

July 12th – July 21st at
Knaus Gallery & Wine Bar
76 Vineyard Ave., Highland

Goodbye Reception, July 12th, 6 – 9pm
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NEW PALTZ  | DEVELOPMENT

by Terence P Ward

T
HE ECONOMY OF New Paltz is dependent 
upon visitors: tourists, college students, 
people bringing money from somewhere 
else to spend here. While the presence of 

SUNY New Paltz ensures a certain number of jobs 
in the community, there is a sense that many young 
people growing up here cannot aff ord to stay as 
adults. If the problem of job diversity is one of space, 
Matt Eyler and John Johnson have a fi x for that. The 
two, a real estate broker and a developer, have part-
nered to create what they’re calling an “industry 
hub” on 60 acres along North Ohioville Road.

Eyler, a marketing maven and all-around people 
person, is serving as the public face for the project. 
He’s familiar with the town government insofar as 
he helped fi nd the site for a new police station and 
courthouse while acting as a consultant. Eyler knows 
how to value real estate, but Johnson knows how to 
build on a budget. Eyler calls it a “magical” partner-
ship, as the two’s skills complement each other: one 
holds the arcane knowledge of marketing, while the 
other has building codes and costs on lockdown.

A concern that drives this project, says Eyler, is 
that New Paltz is being “hollowed out” as young 
adults leave for college, never to return due to lack 
of opportunity to succeed right here. “There are not 
enough jobs,” he says, and a diversity of jobs is need-
ed to keep a community vibrant, and strong. What’s 
needed is space for young creative types to stretch 
their wings, but there is defi nitely a lack of space for 
that right now. “Buildings are expensive,” he explains, 
too expensive for someone trying to assume all the re-
sponsibility of adulthood to simply construct on their 
own. He and Johnson want to build this hub to make 
New Paltz more attractive to anyone seeking a place 
where they can fi nd their way in the world.

The site seems suited to this purpose: it’s a quiet 
stretch on the outskirts of town, a mile up Ohioville 
Road where the sound of power tools would be un-
likely to rattle neighbors. With power lines running 
across one corner, this parcel of land is unlikely 
to become a place where children play or outdoor 
concerts are held. Those power lines are, at the mo-
ment, the clearest reminder that this is zoned as 
light industrial space. Light industry, in New Paltz, 
is an area where neither residential nor retail is al-
lowed. It’s intended for manufacturing (as long as 
it’s not with hazardous materials), offi  ces, fl exible 
spaces in which business can be conducted but cus-
tomers will not be served. The limitations in the zon-
ing code lay out that anything “noxious or off ensive 
by reason of the emission of odor, dust, smoke, toxic 
or noisome fumes, radiation, gas, noise, vibration 
or excessive light, or any combination of the above, 
which is dangerous and prejudicial to the public 
health, safety and general welfare” isn’t permitted. 
Someone could make furniture there, for example, 
or operate an art or fi lm studio. Light industry also 
includes research laboratories — which could benefi t 
from the presence of the college — and storage facili-
ties, which isn’t being considered at all.

“This could be the most exciting thing I’ve ever 
worked on,” Eyler says, his voice suff used with 
enthusiasm. He sees it as fi tting well into the com-
munity and fulfi lling a need by providing space for 
both blue- and white-collar entrepreneurs in what’s 
promised to be a very fl exible space. “Our aim is to 

make everyone feel comfortable, and that’s hard 
to do,” he admits. The solution they are off ering 
is “blank slate” space with high ceilings, concrete 
fl oors, and roll-up doors. Spaces can be sized to the 
tenant, but in theory how the tenant uses it won’t be 
constrained by any building design features. “It’s a 
box,” Eyler explains, a “utilitarian design” the uses 
of which are limited only by imagination. “It’s hard 
to know where the demand will be,” but they will 
work to make the site as appealing as possible.

Under the scheme, this industry hub would start 
with a single building, with expansion driven by 
demand for space there. New tenants will always 
be part of that mix, but Eyler expects some of the 
growth will be to provide more room for growing 
companies. A number of steel structures could fi t 
comfortably on the site with suitable parking, but 
the exact capacity won’t be known until a site plan is 
submitted for review. That plan would show features 
like wetlands which could constrain development. 
Eyler wants to see green and community spaces in-
corporated into the hub, as well; he off ers ideas like 
a pavilion as a possibility.

Early reaction to the plan by potential stakehold-
ers has been “overwhelmingly positive,” Eyler has 
found, and now he’s making a more public pitch 
in advance of an inevitable planning board appli-
cation. College offi  cials including President Donald 
Christian have off ered resources and support, such 
as ways to collaborate with the existing campus in-
cubator and access to people who guide economic 
development funds in the county. Eyler says there is 
a lot of interest in the concept, especially since most 
developers are focused on housing. That’s a chal-
lenge because the demands of apartment buildings 
on roads, water, sewer and emergency services are 
always more than is collected in property tax. Com-

mercial and industrial land can off set that, reducing 
strain on individual taxpayers. That’s especially rel-
evant in New Paltz, where large swaths of land are 
off  the tax rolls entirely.

“We love schools here, but land off  the rolls isn’t 
paying for them,” Eyler points out.

Look for a planning board submission as soon as 
August. Eyler and Johnson hope to break ground next 
year. If and when the fi rst building goes up, they will 
use fi re-rated sheetrock to subdivide the space as need-
ed. “We’re responsible for the shell, and the tenant 
does the rest,” which includes applying for any needed 
permits for what they’ve got in mind. In some cases, 
tenants may fi nd themselves also appearing before the 
planning board, but none of that will happen until the 
industry hub itself is taken off  the drawing board.

Eyler welcomes questions about the plans by 
email to matteyler@yahoo.com. ++

60 acres and a dream
New Paltz industry hub is being proposed for North Ohioville Road

LAUREN THOMAS

Matt Eyler (on right) is proposing a light industrial park in New Paltz on North Ohioville Road, which has yet to go 
before the Planning Board. He and his partner John Johnson (on left)  believe this project will fill a critical local need: 
aff ordable, convenient, utilitarian space for entrepreneurs and businesses in our area.

BOOKKEEPER
Small Veterinary office looking for a part time 
bookkeeper.  Payroll, A/P, A/R. Knowledge of 
Intuit Quick Books helpful. 10-12 hours per 

week. Drop off resume: 

204 Plutarch Road, Highland, NY 12528 or 
email npcompassionvet@aol.com. No phone calls please.

TIME TO FIX YOUR MUDDY
DRIVEWAY? WE CAN HELP!

Homeowner Excavation & Dump Truck Service

• Top Soil, Gravel & Shale
• New Footing Drains for Old Houses
• Foundations • Site Clearing
• Septic Systems
• All Your Excavating Needs 
• Commercial & Residential Work

� “Satisfying Homeowners Since 1993” �

BRUCE KATZ • (845) 255-0803

DDDDD
Homeowner

WE’RE
LOCAL!

BRADLEY FARM • 845.255.8769
317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ

Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card
RAYBRADLEYFARM.COM

SUNDAY, JULY 14TH  12-3PM
Pierogies, Pints and Vodka!!

Cheddar Potato Pierogies with  
caramelized onions, herb seasoned 

sour cream $13/plate
Sausage or zuc on a stick!

Paired with Muddled Lemon Verbena 
1857 Vodka cocktails 

or our NYS beer and wine!
Plus Vodka Tasting/bottle sales

Don’t Forget! Friday July 12th, 5-8PM
TAMALE HAPPY HOUR & LIVE MUSIC!
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PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Bob Freeston of Canal Press in Rosendale. 

by Frances Marion Platt

B
EGINNING IN 1976, if you were a penni-
less poet in New Paltz who wanted some 
posters to put up around town to publicize 
your upcoming reading, or a small envi-

ronmental organization in Gardiner or Stone Ridge 
who needed envelopes with your logo to do a year-
end fundraising appeal, you knew where to go to get 
the best deal: Canal Press in Rosendale. Over his 43 
years in business, owner Bob Freeston has always 
had a reputation for being supportive of local artists 
and not-for-profi t endeavors. If there was a way to 
make your printing dreams come true at a price you 
could scrape together, Bob was the guy to make it 
happen. While the presses ran, you could hang out 
at the shop, talk politics and philosophy and how the 
world might be made a better place.

But that 43-year run is fi nally coming to an end. 
Canal Press will soon be closing its doors at 451 Main 
Street forever; a lot of the printing machinery and 
other accumulated remnants of four-plus decades 
of doing business have already been moved out the 
door. For most of those decades, the owner was also 
the only employee at Canal Press. “At its height, I 
had one part-time person,” he recalls. “My model 
for the business was to work nine-and-a-half hours a 
day and take seven weeks off  a year.” Knowing that 
February and July were his slowest months, each 
January and June Freeston would remind his regular 
clients to get their printing needs fulfi lled before he 
shut down for the better part of a month. He never 
started a family or owned pets, so he remained free 
to explore the world. “I did what I wanted to do,” 
he says, with the air of a man at peace with his own 
choices. “I like travel.”

Globetrotting won’t be a focus of his retirement, 
however. At age 75, he wants to devote his remaining 
years to the cause closest to his heart: promoting al-
ternative energy technologies. For a long time now, 
Canal Press has only been open in the afternoons, 
so that Freeston could spend most of his hours – 
even when he’s on the premises – educating himself 
and others about a greener future. He was the co-
founder of the New York Solar Energy Society and 
remains actively involved in spreading knowledge 
about emerging technologies for photovoltaics, 
wind turbines, energy storage and related topics. 
The organization works closely with architects and 
builders, setting up booths at industry fairs and con-
ducting webinars. “Net zero construction is a prior-
ity,” Freeston says.

Times and technologies are changing, he knows, 
and the market for single-color or two-color off set 
printing has been shrinking for years. Many long-
time Canal Press clients have taken their business 
elsewhere in search of four-color options. “I just 
do it to pay the bills,” he says. “The presses are 40 
years old. The new stuff  works for fi ve or six years, 
if you’re lucky. I never bothered to learn the new 
technology.” There’s no bitterness in his voice; he 
has clearly found his business niche, worked it long 
enough to see the world and live on his own terms; 
he is now ready to pass on what remains of his client 
base to a younger, more competitive enterprise that 
can provide a broader range of services.

The entity taking the reins – although not the lo-
cation – is Cornerstone Services, Inc., a New Paltz-
based direct mail company, founded by a longtime 
customer of Canal Press, Sean Griffi  n. “He goes way 
back,” says Freeston. “I’m giving him my contacts, 
my customer base. A letter already went out intro-
ducing him. In return I’m getting a lot of help with 
the transition.” Griffi  n’s employees show up as need-
ed to move heavy machinery out of the print shop’s 
basement, and he’s buying up much of the leftover 
Canal Press paper stock.

A Dutchess County native, Griffi  n started an “acci-
dental career” in the fi nancial sector, fi nding success 

Leaving a positive imprint
Canal Press founder Bob Freeston retires; Cornerstone Services acquires business

WHY WE’RE THE PREFERRED TEAM!!
“Terry’s grasp of the market, experience, 

professionalism and enthusiasm put her in 
a class by herself - unparalleled!  Hands 
down, if you’re looking for a real estate 

agent to buy or sell, you need to make just 
one call, and that’s to Terry Jacobus.”

COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
255-3455

Gardiner Gables    2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525
www.coluccishandrealty.com

** Become a Fan of Colucci Shand Realty on Facebook **
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 Bob Freeston of Canal Press in Rosendale with Sean Griff in of Cornerstone Services  in New Paltz.

in his involvement in a startup company founded by 
some of his former Union College fraternity brothers; 
he also worked for a while for Goldman Sachs. But 
he wanted to create his own business, and in 1998 
opened Cornerstone Services in Wallkill as a means 
of “packing my parachute.” Not much happened 
with it for a while, he says; but “I started knocking 
on printers’ doors,” and developed a friendship with 
Bob Freeston that also served as his apprenticeship 

in the printing trade. “I instantly liked him when I 
met him. He’s very genuine, very consistent in how 
he conducts himself…Canal Press was one of the 
very few phone numbers I memorized early on, be-
cause I called him so often to talk over conceptual 
things. I learned a lot from him.”

Not only did Freeston off er sage advice, but he 
also sold Cornerstone some secondhand printing 
equipment, including a standing paper jogger that 
Griffi  n says they “still use every week.” When busi-
ness gradually started picking up for Cornerstone, 
Griffi  n would job out some of his overfl ow to Canal 
Press because “I knew he did a good job and I could 
trust him.”

Printing is only one facet of the services that Cor-
nerstone off ers, and much of its work involves mail-
ings for not-for-profi ts, municipalities and public 
agencies, so there’s already considerable synergy 
between the two businesses’ constituencies. “This is 
very natural,” Griffi  n says of the buyout. “Bob and I 
have been talking about this for two or three years. 
It seemed like a good fi t. The Venn diagrams over-
lap with our customers…Bob wants to make sure the 
people for whom he’s working are not left unteth-
ered.”

Where those longtime Canal Press clients choose 
to take their future business is up to them, of course. 
But Griffi  n believes that the good vibes that Freeston 
generated in Rosendale and beyond will continue to 
reverberate. “It’s people like Bob who build commu-
nities,” he says. “He’s the defi nition of a solid citizen. 
Everyone is better in his presence.” ++

VETERINARY RECEPTIONIST
Part-time receptionist needed. Answer phones, 
schedule appts., provide general adminstrative 
and clerical support. Computer skills required. 

Drop off resume: 

204 Plutarch Road, Highland, NY 12528 or 
email npcompassionvet@aol.com. No phone calls please.

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating

Our goal is to create beautiful, healthy smiles 
for our patients that will be valued for a lifetime!
Our team works togeth-
er to create a comfort-
able and stress-free 
experience for you. We 
provide leading edge 
orthodontic care using 
a range of treatment 
options, including tradi-
tional braces, clear brac-
es and Invisalign’s vir-
tually invisible aligners. 
Specialist Orthodontist 
Dr. Ahmed Mansour 
is highly experienced 
in his field and works 
closely with your gen-
eral dentist throughout 
your treatment.

CALL TODAY 
FOR YOUR 

APPOINTMENT
RHINEBECK 
845-876-5787

KINGSTON 
845-853-8073

NEW PALTZ 
845-592-2292Dr. Ahmed Mansour

State-of-the-Art Technology
Affordable Treatment Options
Flexible Appointments

It’s Summer Sale time!
40% off Summer Clothing

& sale items throughout the store

Begins Friday, July 12th

Clothing & Gifts For All Seasons 
6 N. Front Street, New Paltz  (845) 255-6277

www.handmadeandmore.com Hours: 10-7 Daily, 10-6 Sundays
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Rosendale fl oodwall
declared “stabilized”
by DEC
by Frances Marion Platt

A
FTER SIX MONTHS of work by project 
engineers J. H. Maloy, Inc. of Albany and 
geotechnical consultants Hayward Baker, 
the New York State Department of Envi-

ronmental Conservation (DEC) has determined that 
the fi rst phase of the Rosendale Floodwall project 
has been completed and that the wall is now “sta-
bilized.” Additional work remains to be done to re-
establish proper drainage behind the wall and to re-
move the structures created to accomplish the work, 
including the riprap access road built through the 
Rondout Creek from Snyder Road to the point just 
downstream from the Keator Avenue bridge where 
the wall was threatening to give way.

The fl oodwall is part of the superstructure erected 
by the US Army Corps of Engineers in the 1970s to 
control periodic fl ooding of downtown Rosendale. 
In December 2018, DEC divers began investigating 
the extent of the erosion problem that was causing 
a section of the wall to separate from the northern 
embankment and lean in toward the riverbed. “The 
panels have shifted out, and there’s nothing holding 
them up,” highway superintendent Bob Gallagher 
reported to the Rosendale Town Board in February. 
“The water comes underneath the apron into the 
creekbed, and excavates up to seven feet deep un-
derneath.” Gallagher surmised that the source of the 
water fl ow was from the mines and caves in Joppen-
bergh Mountain, which were fi lling up with rain and 
snowmelt from an unusually wet winter.

According to the DEC, the “scour hole” that had 
developed underneath the concrete apron of the 
wall has been stabilized by the insertion of grout 
bags and injection of tremie grout. Riprap laid down 
in front of the footings will remain in place to pre-
vent future scouring while the rest of the temporary 
road is removed over the months to come. Hay-
ward Baker brought in an enormous drill to extract 
cores for testing and make channels for soil anchors 
through the bulging wall, three to each of four con-
crete panels. Square boxes can now be seen at each 
point where the tieback rods were inserted. While 
the wall panels still lean out, the anchors are expect-
ed to prevent further movement.

Weep holes in the wall were also cleaned out as 
part of the project, and jet fi lters will be installed to 
keep them clear. Unspecifi ed additional improve-
ments reestablishing drainage behind the wall of 
runoff  from Joppenbergh remain to be done, accord-
ing to a DEC spokesperson. The fence and tempo-
rary wooden stairs that provided access to the con-
struction zone behind the Roos Arts and Canal Press 
buildings, as well as a wooden work platform, have 
already been removed. The biggest mess still to be 
amended is the temporary coff er dam and the ac-
cess road, which is nearly half a mile in length and 
required the delivery of more than 20,000 tons of 
rock. DEC promises that the contour of the creekbed 
will be restored to its “original design elevation” by 
the placing of armor stone.

The remediation work is expected to be complet-
ed in 2019, and DEC will continue to monitor the sta-
tus of the retaining wall and its enhanced drainage 
system in the future. ++

October cleanup slated for 
Rosendale Cleaners Superfund site

In 1981, a dry-cleaning shop at 1090-1094 Route 

LAUREN THOMAS

The Rosendale floodwall is declared “stabilized” by DEC This picture was taken in February.

32 in Rosendale, near the bridge that crosses the 
Rondout Creek, was destroyed by fi re. Now, 38 years 
later, the Rosendale Cleaners site has fi nally worked 
its way to the top of the list of contaminated sites 
scheduled for remediation under the New York State 
Superfund Program (SSF). A public comment peri-
od is now underway, and Rosendale residents have 
until July 26 to submit their input on the proposed 
“expedited” cleanup, scheduled to commence in Oc-
tober 2019 and take about one month to complete.

According to a fact sheet recently released by the 
New York State Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC), this parcel is listed as a Class 2 site in 
the State Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Sites, 
signifying that a “signifi cant threat to public health 
or the environment” exists and that remedial action 
is required. The contaminants of concern here in-
clude volatile organic compounds (VOCs), specifi cal-
ly tetrachloroethene (PCE), trichloroethene (TCE), 
cis-1,2 dichloroethene (DCE) and vinyl chloride. All 
four of these chemicals are closely associated with 
dry cleaning, either as petroleum-based solvents or 
their “degraded” forms as the solvents break down 
in the environment over time.

Nothing but a foundation remains of the former 
dry cleaners, but a hardware store and a diner also 
operated on the same 1.94-acre property until ap-
proximately 2009; the two-story structure that 
houses them is now abandoned and in disrepair. A 
debris pile adjacent to the foundation of the burned 
building, near the southern end of the lot, was iden-
tifi ed by DEC as the “source area” of the contami-
nation during its remedial investigation, which in-
cluded soil borings, groundwater wells and test pits. 
Contamination has also migrated off site via ground-
water, according to DEC.

Based on its fi ndings, the state agency has com-
pleted a Draft Interim Remedial Measure (IRM) Work 
Plan. The proposed cleanup activities include exca-
vation and disposal of 300 cubic yards of contami-
nated soil, treatment of contaminated groundwater 
with a chemical reagent, testing of post-remedial 
groundwater samples, backfi lling with clean mate-
rial and monitoring air quality during “ground-in-
trusive” activities.

The full proposed plan is available for public re-
view at the Rosendale Library at 264 Main Street and 
at DEC’s headquarters at 625 Broadway in Albany. 
Public comments and questions should be addressed 
to project manager John Miller at (518) 402-9589 or 
john.miller@dec.ny.gov.

Additional site details, including environmental 
and health assessment summaries, are available by 
visiting DEC’s Environmental Site Remediation Data-
base at www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/derexternal/
index.cfm?pageid=3 and entering the Site ID num-
ber, 356050. The fact sheet, including a site map, 
can be downloaded at www.dec.ny.gov/data/der/
factsheet/356050irm.pdf. “NYSDEC will keep the 
public informed throughout the investigation and 
cleanup of the site,” the agency promises.

-- Frances Marion Platt
Must be 21. Drivers license, passport or military ID required. Offer is complimentary and is issued one (1) per person.  
Slot Free Play is valid on date of issuance only; will expire at the end of the day at 5:59am. Offers are non-transferable.  

Offer and schedules are subject to change without notice. Anyone either voluntarily or involuntarily prohibited  
from gaming by the PGCB is ineligible for this offer. Must arrive via line run bus to receive offer. KNP

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER.

Ride the bus to Sands Bethlehem    

Visit PaSands.com for motorcoach information and details on our many exciting promotions. 

BUS SCHEDULE 
1 THURSDAY A MONTH, CALL FOR SERVICE 
Servicing Kingston, New Paltz & Newburgh, NY 

Provided by West Point Tours 
westpointtours.com • 845-561-2671 ext. # 107

SLOT FREE PLAY
YOUR TICKET TO WINNING BIG! 

$45
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NEW PALTZ  |PLACE

by Frances Marion Platt

Q
UITE A FEW golden anniversaries of nota-
ble events are being observed in 2019: the 
fi rst human on the moon, the Woodstock 
Festival, the Stonewall riots. An event 

took place in New Paltz 50 years ago that didn’t grab 
headlines, but created a lasting legacy: Harris Dari-
otis, a 26-year-old immigrant from Greece, and his 
friend George Demosthenous had a foundation built 
in a mall parking lot and assembled a prefab diner, 
manufactured in three sections in New Jersey, on the 
site. They signed the lease in March 1969 and opened 
the Plaza Diner to the public in November.

Dariotis and Demosthenous remained partners in 
the business for 25 years, with Dariotis taking over 
full ownership in 2005. Half a century after the Pla-
za Diner’s founding, Harris – known to most of his 
staff  and customers as Bob or Bobby – is still running 
the place. Many of his customers have been coming 
here nearly as long as he has, and many items on the 
menu are the same as they were back in the restau-
rant’s earliest days. 

Looking the menu over, this correspondent was 
nostalgically reminded of late-night suppers after a 
movie during 1970s college days. That old reliable, 
vegetarian souvlaki, is still available. The folding 
room dividers that used to segregate smokers from 
non-smokers now simply denote the border between 
the diner’s original core and the “new” dining room 
that expanded seating from 89 to 243, circa 1985.

At age 76, Bob Dariotis says he doesn’t work as 
much as he used to, which still translates to six days 
a week, most of the time. In early June he took a rare 
vacation and traveled to his native land for a big fam-
ily reunion in Athens and a side excursion to the is-
land of Santorini. 

“There were 14 of us, including kids and grand-
kids. When I came back from Greece after two 
weeks, it was a Saturday and I was tired. But on Sun-
day, it was Father’s Day, and I saw balloons put up 
outside the diner.” With a little coaxing from one of 
his daughters, Bob stopped in to see what was going 
on, His staff  had organized a surprise party for him 
to celebrate the Plaza Diner’s golden anniversary.

It’s clear from the glacially slow turnover in staff  
that Bobby is a beloved boss. “I feel fortunate to 
have so many good people working here for so many 
years,” he says modestly. “My baker has been with 
me for 48 years.” That’s Ray Crispino, known to one 
and all as Chippy. “Most of the kitchen staff  has been 

here over 20 years, and the wait staff  – most of them, 
close to 20 years.”

The regular customers come back day after day, 
year after year, grabbing their favorite booths and 
shooting the breeze with their friends. “I know most 
of their fi rst names,” says Dariotis.

John Magaletta, who says that he has been coming 
to the Plaza Diner regularly for 40 years, is a retired 
golf-course designer known simply as The Pro to 
many fellow patrons. “Mostly I come for breakfast,” 
he says, “and for the sociable people I meet here. I see 
the same people in the morning every day. We say hel-
lo, goodbye, we argue politics.” Pointing out his usual 
spot, Magaletta says, “Everybody wants the corner.” 
When his daughter wants to track him down when he’s 
not at home, she phones the Plaza Diner and asks for 
him. She has to ask for The Pro, not for John.

Although the Plaza serves the Mediterranean dish-
es to be found in any diner founded by Greeks of a 
certain generation, it’s not particularly known for 
any specialty dish, beyond the fancy cakes that Chip-
py has perfected over the decades. It’s your basic, 
eclectic diner menu, off ering mostly solid, whole-
some, all-American comfort food. Customers praise 
the burgers, the turkey dinner, the Reuben and Mon-
te Cristo sandwiches. Nothing is particularly trendy, 
but everything is just right: fries that are crispy, cole 
slaw without too much mayonnaise, deli pickles that 
snap when bitten into. 

It’s nice to know that some things that started out 
good have never changed.

“This place is blessed,” claims waitress Sue Minerv-

ini. She points to the back door that was struck by a 
stray bullet this past June 1, only about a foot from a 
dining room window, when a 22-year-old man from 
Saugerties, Jeremy Kaartine, arranged to meet his es-
tranged father at the Plaza Diner as a convenient half-
way point. The younger Kaartine killed the elder in the 
parking lot and then shot himself during a police car 
chase. Murder-suicides nearby aren’t normally good 
for business, but Minervini sees her patrons’ narrow 
escape as an example of the diner’s “good energy.”

Longtime employees will surely never forget the 
day in September 1997 when a frequent customer, 
Barry Weingartner, staggered into the diner covered 
with the blood of their colleague, 28-year-old wait-
ress Darlene Bower, whom he had been dating – or 
perhaps simply stalking. Weingartner confessed on 
the spot to having bludgeoned Bower to death with 
a hammer. He was apprehended shortly thereafter 
by police, convicted of second-degree murder and 
sent to prison.

That’s not the history that the Plaza Diner’s staff  
and patrons want to remember. But any place of 
business that stays open continuously for 50 years is 
bound to have its very bad days. 

The karma that sticks to this restaurant, everyone 
seems to agree, is almost always excellent. After all 
these years, it’s still open 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. You can get any meal off  the menu you want, 
any time of day, whenever you’re hungry. And you’ll 
probably run into someone you know, no matter 
what the hour.

Meanwhile, Bob Dariotis isn’t even thinking about 
retiring. No one is in line to take over the business. 
His wife Lorraine died in 2018. Their six children 
are all grown, well-educated professionals pursuing 
careers outside the restaurant world. “If I ever start 
not feeling good, I’ll probably sell it,” he says of the 
diner where he has spent most of the days of his long 
life. “But the doctor can’t fi nd nothing wrong with 
me yet …. I stay busy all the time.”

The Plaza Diner is at 271 Main Street in the New 
Paltz Plaza. Some would call it the Tops Plaza, but 
when one tries to remember the names of all the 
diff erent department stores and supermarkets that 
have anchored that shopping center over the years 
and then gone out of business, it becomes more ap-
parent how extraordinary it is that this diner has 
stood fi rm for so long. 

Stop in, grab a bite, and say hi to Bobby. He’ll have 
your name down before you leave. ++

Comfort food central
New Paltz’s Plaza Diner marks its fi ftieth anniversary 

LAUREN THOMAS

Pictured are most of the staff  of the New Paltz Plaza Diner: Heidi, Horetensia, Maeve, Zoey, Sue, Irma, Francisco, Elmer, Miguel and Feli. On the far 
right is diner owner Harris "Bob" Dariotis.

The regular customers come 
back day after day, year after 
year, grabbing their favorite 

booths and shooting the 
breeze with their friends. 
“I know most of their fi rst 

names,” says Harris Dariotis.



 New Paltz Times 10 •  July 11, 2019

Independence Day
(Continued from page 1) 

Elise Ludewig and Sophia Tortorici at the New Paltz fireworks celebration last Friday 
evening at the Ulster County Fairgrounds.

Robert "Cue" Gerhards and Sara Espinosa of Soul Purpose at the New Paltz fireworks 
celebration last Friday evening.

with plenty of room for music fans to congregate 
near the bandstand while others chose a quieter 
spot on the lawn. The more energetic threw Frisbees 
or footballs, and some people never left the parking 
lot, with tailgaters seeming quite content with stak-
ing out the territory surrounding their cars. 

Kids’ activities included the return of Batman; that 
is, the return again this year of an infl atable obstacle 
course and slide contained beneath the superhero 
cape of (infl atable) Batman. The Zero Gravity Cham-
ber was also a popular activity brought back from 
previous years’ events, with infl atable globes sus-
pended in jets of air waiting to be brought down by 

thrown balls. A fi shing game in a wading pool award-
ed the prize of one’s choice to little ones who hooked 
a fi sh, and The Candy Factory bouncy house had no 
shortage of children doing their best impression of 
Winnie the Pooh’s Tigger.

The New Paltz Karate Academy had a table ready 
to off er information on classes and an activity set up 
that involved kids hitting each other with a foam mal-
let, and what would a festival be without the requi-
site body adornment for kids, in this case airbrushed 
temporary tattoos and glitter face gems along with 
the henna designs of Tipsy Turtle.

Sweets were available to purchase from Lakeside 
Licks ice cream truck and Frankie’s Fried Dough. 
Spacey Tracey’s food truck off ered battered-and-
fried pickles along with some other edibles given the 
same treatment, including mushrooms and – what 
seemed to be the most popular option – fried Oreos 
dusted with powdered sugar. While lines were long 

at each of these vendors, visitors seemed patient 
enough, even in the particularly long line of people 
waiting for one of the 4-H Club’s famous milkshakes.

ShopRite, the major sponsor of the fi reworks 
event, donated hot dogs, served up free of charge 
to attendees (with chips included). But as the sign 
noted, “The hot dogs are free, but our freedom is 
not,” and donations to a jar designated for veterans’ 
programs in exchange for the dogs was suggested; a 
good deal any way you look at it.  

ShopRite also off ered a raffl  e for $100 worth of 
scratch-off  lotto tickets and a $10 chance to win a 7-day 
cruise for two on a major cruise line. They sold “Mardi 
Gras” style strings of red, white and blue beads along 
with glow necklaces that made a colorful statement 
when the sun went down. Their $1 kids’ mystery “swag 
bags” seemed pretty enticing to the little ones, as well.

The opening act on the bandstand was the four-
piece acoustic group, Wind & Stone, an established 
group but performing for the fi rst time at this event. 
They off ered covers of well-known songs with a folk 
sensibility, played out with pleasing vocal harmonies 
and fi nesse on guitar, mandolin and stand-up bass. 

The evening’s headliner was Soul Purpose, who 
played a blend of danceable New Orleans-style funk, 
soul and R&B. One of the band members is saxo-
phonist and vocalist Dr. Lori Morris, who was also 
the catalyst for ensuring that this year’s fi reworks 
happened at all. The annual display was nearly can-
celled this year after it was revealed the Town of New 
Paltz no longer had enough in its coff ers to contrib-
ute to the event. Morris has been a longtime mem-
ber of the Independence Day Committee – on and 
off  over the past two decades – and not wanting to 
see the annual fi reworks come to an end, she volun-
teered to take on the job of organizing it.

The Independence Day celebration was free of 
charge to attend, as always, but visitors were met at 
the gate with donation jars and a cheerful request to 
contribute. The jar later made its way to the band-

Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 
who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and 
backed by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less 
E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 
a member of Westchester Medical Center 

Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member 

of our care team within 30 minutes.  

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 
at HAHV.org/ER30

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. HAHV.org

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Cousins Mya Stevens, Jack Giunta and Kalli Stevens pose for a photo at the New Paltz 
fireworks celebration last Friday evening.

Becky, Danny and ten-month-old Skylar Kuper at the New Paltz fireworks celebration last 
Friday evening.

stand, where visitors were asked to pitch in.
The sum total donated (mostly in dollar bills, ac-

cording to Morris) turned out to be $1,000 (and fi fty 
cents). This is a considerable jump from the amount 
collected at the event last year – just $150 – but still 
far from enough to put on the fi reworks display 
again next year without some “serious” fundraising, 
Morris confi rmed, noting that it costs approximately 
$12,000 to put on the annual summer celebration. 
The town used to cover half of the cost, with addi-
tional help from at-the-event donations, vendor fees 
and local business sponsorship. Organizers say ev-
ery year that “they couldn’t do it” without ShopRite.

Other donors this year included the New Paltz 
Police Benevolent Association, the Devine Agency, 
Green Mountain Energy and Copeland Funeral 
Home. There were also cash contributions facilitated 
by Mike Beck of P&G’s, who serves as treasurer of the 
New Paltz Community Foundation. And as always, 

parking assistance was provided by friendly and 
helpful teen volunteers from Jim Tinger’s New Paltz 
Youth Program, and the town fi re department and 
rescue squad were on hand to assist if needed.

In fact, that type of community involvement is the 
other crucial component in all of this; Morris says she 
is willing to be a part of the organizing committee again 
next year, but only if additional volunteers throw their 
hats into the ring, too; the event is too much for one 
person to take on by themselves. “I would be happy 
to help, but we would need a committee of fi ve to six 
people committed to working on it,” she says.

Fireworks on – or around – the Fourth of July have 
been a tradition in New Paltz for decades now, a part 
of many family memories for local residents who 
hope that this year’s show wasn’t the last.

As this year’s event came to a close, Soul Purpose 
performed right up until darkness fell. A stirring 

rendition of the National Anthem was sung by Jian 
Oldale-LaPoint, capped off  by a 20-minute fi reworks 
spectacle that was worthy of the eff ort put in, with 
boomers and bursts loud enough and visually striking 
enough to satisfy the most demanding of spectators.

And even as the last embers fell and melted into 
the night sky, the celebration continued, with Soul 
Purpose taking the stage for another set so that at-
tendees didn’t all leave at the same time and end up 
embroiled in traffi  c jams on Libertyville Road. The po-
lice did a great job of directing visitors as they left the 
property, and with any luck – and the generosity of this 
year’s attendees – it’ll all happen again next year. 

Interested volunteers should send an e-mail to doc-
torlorimorris@gmail.com, while donations can be sent 
to the New Paltz Community Foundation at P.O. Box 
1112, New Paltz, with “fi reworks” in the memo to distin-
guish it from a general donation to the foundation. ++
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Jennifer Deering.
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by Frances Marion Platt

I
T SEEMS THAT there’s no truly safe 
place to live: California has earth-
quakes and wildfi res, the Rockies 
have epic blizzards, the Midwest 

has tornados, Florida has hurricanes. 
By comparison, we have it easy here 
in the Northeast. Once we’ve learned 
how to drive on snow, we can cope 
with most of what Nature throws our 
way. Or at least that was true until the 
scourge that is Lyme disease worked its 
way over the Connecticut border circa 
1980 and began to entrench itself in our 
region.

Nowadays, the lower Hudson Valley 
is regarded as part of the epicenter of 
the Lyme epidemic. In 2016, 351 new 
cases of the disease were reported in 
Ulster County, aff ecting an average of 
195 individuals per 100,000 population. 
Our resident deer ticks test out with a 
high rate of infection with the bacte-
rium Borrelia burgdorferi: a stagger-
ing 82 percent of adult ticks in Orange 
County, as measured in 2018. While 
adult ticks are twice as likely to be in-
fected, the nymphs are tinier and much 
more diffi  cult to spot, and believed by 
epidemiologists to be responsible for 
most infections in humans. The telltale 
“bullseye rash” associated with Lyme 
actually occurs in a minority of victims, 
so it’s not uncommon for the disease to 
go undetected for long periods of time, 
its symptoms dismissed because the pa-
tient doesn’t remember getting a bite.

New Paltz resident Jennifer Deering 
knows all about the dangers of undi-
agnosed Lyme disease; in 2011, it left 
her eff ectively crippled for about six 
months with extreme joint pain and a 
raft of neurological symptoms triggered 
by her autoimmune response. Deering 
has written and self-published a book 
about her experiences, Stronger than 
Lyme: My Battle and Blueprint for Over-
coming This Strange Disease, and will be giving a pre-
sentation about it from 4 to 6 p.m. this Saturday, July 
13 at Roost Studios.

Currently working as a credentialed personal 
trainer and wellness coach following her harrowing 
health crisis, Deering was working in the real estate 
fi eld at the time that the disease struck, but she was 
already much more physically fi t than the average 

person. Her generally strong state of health might, 
ironically, have masked Lyme symptoms as ordinary 
aches and pains from overexertion during a work-
out. “Being fi t, sometimes you are just sore. You pass 
it off ,” she says.

That was certainly the assumption made by an 
urgent care physician whom she consulted the day 
after she awakened in the middle of the night with 

sudden, excruciating pain in her hip 
joint and found herself unable to drive 
a stick shift, or indeed to move except 
from a crouching position. The doctor 
dismissively advised Deering to “de-
crease your activity level,” but she in-
sisted on having her blood tested imme-
diately. Less than two hours later, the 
skeptical doctor called her back to say 
that her levels of Borrelia were “some 
of the highest I’ve ever seen,” and that 
she needed to start taking doxycycline 
without any delay.

Agonizing as her joint pain was – in-
fl ammation so extreme that she will 
likely live with arthritis in that hip for 
the rest of her life – the onset was mere-
ly the beginning of Deering’s woes. Be-
cause the levels of the spirochetes in her 
blood were so high, they released large 
quantities of endotoxins as her antibi-
otic treatment killed them off  and they 
fragmented. Her immune system went 
into overdrive, triggering a rare phe-
nomenon called a Jarisch-Herxheimer 
reaction. It’s a systemic infl ammatory 
response that in Deering’s case caused 
more pain, exhaustion, immobility, 
forgetfulness and mental confusion. “I 
thought I was having an allergic reac-
tion to the medicine,” she writes.

Eventually the “Herx” wore off , and 
she made it her mission to educate 
herself about Lyme disease and how to 
support the body’s recovery via diet, 
meditation and gentle exercise. She had 
to give up running, but taught herself 
to swim. One thing Deering quickly no-
ticed was that her illness had given her 
a craving for sugar; she was drinking li-
ters of soda daily, which she had avoid-
ed before. Her researches pointed to a 
direct cause: “Simply put, the Borrelia 
burgdorferi, the spiral-shaped Lyme 
bacteria, thrive on glucose. You are the 
host to the parasite, and it wants sugar. 
Do not feed it!” she writes.

This correlation, along with the ex-
istence of the Herx reaction and the fact that the 
bullseye rash can show up (if it does at all) quite far 
from the site of the initial tick bite, are among many 
surprising revelations that Deering shares with her 
readers. Inspired to a career change as well as a 
“mindset change” by her ordeal, she’s now devoting 
her time to educating people about how to prevent 
and cope with Lyme disease, and on a broader scale, 

Stronger than Lyme
Jennifer Deering’s new book gives tips on how to avoid, recover from Lyme disease

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 
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All-Inclusive Living
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NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home
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Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

ATTORNEYS at LAW
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CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION
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“If you do come down with 
Lyme, you need to be ready 

to advocate for yourself, 
because our medical 

response systems haven’t 
evolved as fast as the ticks 

are spreading, says
Jennifer Deering .

get and stay healthy, through her business Destinfi t. 
She gives structured group fi tness classes – including 
high-intensity interval training that provides aerobic 
cardiovascular benefi ts without having to go for a 
run – at her home, at Ignite Fitness and at the spa at 
Mohonk Mountain House. But her specialty is what 
she calls a Concierge Training Program, designed to 
“bring exercise to you.” She also advises her clients 

on how to support their training by modifying their 
diets, especially with regard to sugar intake. “You 
can tune it back, let your palate readjust,” she says.

That doesn’t mean that Deering is what anyone 
would call a health Nazi, however. The blog page 
of her website, https://destinfi t.org, includes regu-
lar entries debunking fi tness myths, “inspiration 
bullies” and people who obsess so much over their 
appearance that they will, for instance, simulate 
“six-pack abs” via implants. Hers is a far more mod-
erate, rational and achievable approach to wellness, 
healthy diet and active lifestyle. Potential clients can 
inquire about her services at jenniferdeering039@
gmail.com.

When it comes to Lyme disease, though, Deering 
advocates a strict tick control regimen to keep the 
beasties out of your bloodstream in the fi rst place. 
“Be paranoid,” she advises bluntly. And if you do 
come down with Lyme, you need to be ready to ad-
vocate for yourself, because our medical response 
systems haven’t evolved as fast as the ticks are 
spreading. To learn more, come to her free talk this 
Saturday afternoon at Roost Studios, located at 69 
Main Street in downtown New Paltz, or order Stron-
ger than Lyme through Amazon at https://amzn.
to/2VirrKh. The book – a quick, lively and eye-open-
ing read – costs $12.95 in paperback and $4.49 on 
Kindle. ++
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WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 
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Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music 
Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Our screened porches & patio are  OPEN!

VINCE FISHER

Friday, July 12, 8:00 pm

Anneliese Mordhorst is passionate 
about supporting the well being of her 
students. She incorporates Body-Mind 
Centering®, Continuum Movement® 
and Bartenieff Fundamentals into her 
Pilates teaching. Anneliese teaches all 
levels of machine work, as well as the 
highlighted Mat/TRX classes (right).

Pilates of New Paltz
— meet  our  staff  —

845.255.0559  |  www.pi latesnewpaltz.com  |   12 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz

MAT & TRX/MAT BLEND 
SCHEDULE

Class size is limited to insure quality instruction. 
CALL or TEXT ahead 845.255.0559  

to reserve your spot. $18 class / $160 10 class
Cash or Check Only

Monday:
9:30am Mat
10:30am Mat/TRX
5:30pm Mat

Tuesday: 
4:30pm Mat/TRX
Wednesday: 
9:30am Mat/TRX
Friday: 
7am Mat

Our Pets are Everything
We can’t imagine life without them. But when they’re sick, need emergency care, routine 
exams, vaccinations, clean and safe boarding, or attention for any reason at all, we’re here 
for them — and you — with all the warmth and compassion they deserve.

Our skilled doctors and staff provide the latest, safest diagnostics and treatment for dogs, 
cats, birds and exotic pets. Plus a full range of discounted wellness care packages and 
post-operative rehabilitation to help keep your pet happy and healthy through every stage 
of their lives.

We care.
We have pets too.

 Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman

Newburgh 
Veterinary 
Hospital is

14 North Chestnut St. New Paltz
845-255-1890

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Open every day except Sunday.

For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

Law enforcement & military discounts available. 
1716 Route 300 Newburgh

845-564-2660

Discounted Wellness
Care Packages for all

phases of life.

Family owned since 1993.

DR. M. SCHWARTZ DENTAL 
FEEL AT EASE WITH US

Kelli and Dr. Schwartz are here to ensure  
a comfortable and hassle-free experience.

Our mission: Honesty in recommending what is in your best 
interest — Transparency in financial matters — Your choice of 
treatment or maintenance provided with comfort. 

NYU Grad • 18 Years at This Location
Voted into Hudson Valley Magazine Top Dentists Since 2008

NEW PALTZ
845-255-2902

www.schwartzqualitydental.com
223 Main St. (Next to “Asian Fusion”)
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Gratitude for political courage
Your recent story “A Bill too far” addressing the 

slow-and steady march towards legalization of mari-
juana was eye-opening for one particular reason: 
political courage. Kevin Cahill, Jen Metzger (and on 
a local level, Don Kerr) are just a few of the people 
that have stuck their necks out on an issue that under-
standably off ends some.

I am grateful for this progress, as our nation’s mari-
juana laws have always been very heavy-handed and 
discriminatory.

When I was younger, I was an active user of canna-
bis. These days, much less frequently. But I am grate-
ful for a movement that moves away from classifying 
me as a criminal. More to the point, I never was risk-
ing too much by having a joint in my pocket and get-
ting caught. A judge would likely take one look at me 
and let me off  easy. But if I were black or Hispanic, the 
consequences would have been much more severe. 
Possession of cannabis has been a key factor behind 
our society’s disparate levels of incarceration based 
on one’s ethnic or economic circumstance. Knowing 
that I had less at risk as a white cannabis consumer 
made me feel tremendously guilty, from a social jus-
tice perspective.

Fact is, I didn’t consume cannabis until college -- 
long after my young brain had time to fully develop. 
So I sympathize with parents that would rather not see 
their teens smoke pot. I agree with them. I wouldn’t 
want my 14-year-old smoking pot. But the social rami-
fi cations around the inherently biased application of 
marijuana possession as a crime outweighs that.

The political courage shown by Kevin Cahill and Jen 
Metzger makes me grateful for political leadership on 
matters of right and wrong. A rare commodity in the 
times.

David Sterman
New Paltz 

Thank you, Congressman Delgado

I am so glad to see the climate crisis at the top of the 
Democratic debate agenda. I am equally grateful to 
Congressman Antonio Delgado for his recent votes to 
protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, the crown 
jewel of our nation’s National Wildlife Refuge system. 
The Trump administration used the 2017 Tax Bill to 
allow oil and gas drilling in this critical habitat – a wil-
derness refuge that belongs to all Americans. 

Congressman Delgado supported HR 1146, the “Arc-
tic Cultural and Coastal Plain Protection Act,” and it 
has just passed out of the Natural Resources Commit-
tee in the House where -- I hope -- it will pass. 

And just this week, Congressman Delgado voted for 
an Interior Appropriations bill that makes it harder 
for the Trump administration to lease our public land 
to the lowest oil industry bidder. 

We must restore protections to stop destructive 
oil exploration and drilling. The “Arctic Cultural and 
Coastal Plain Protection Act” will keep drills out of 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Congressman 
Delgado’s commitment to this climate crisis solution 
is appreciated.

 Thank you, Congressman Delgado, for represent-
ing our district’s widespread support for protection 
of America’s public lands.

Kitty Brown
New Paltz

Sanctuary communication breach

In the years before the horrifi c 9-11-01 attack on 
America, many police and government agencies did 
not share critical intelligence information. Many fed-
eral, state and local police agencies did not actively 
cooperate with each other. This lack of cooperation 
was identifi ed as a weakness in our national security 
and a contributing factor in the attack conspiracy. 
The polarized police agencies may have been able to 
protect America if they had only communicated with 
each other.

Since 9-11-01, police agencies on all levels have 
made a concerted eff ort to share intelligence infor-

mation and enhance interagency working relation-
ships. The Ulster County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce did an ex-
emplary job of fostering interagency cooperation 
under Sheriff  VanBlarcum. The Ulster County Exec-
utive Order to protect illegal aliens and refuse infor-
mation to federal police agencies is a step backward 
to a dangerous place. I suggest the Ulster County 
Executive and Sheriff  rethink this policy.

Jack Hayes
Gardiner

A letter to Peter from “Joseph”

This is my fourth cutesy “pretend” letter. Despite 
the fact that at least one feedback reader will fi nd 
this irritating, I believe that even pretend charac-
ters deserve a voice when challenged in the New 
Paltz Times.

Dear Peter and fellow progressives,
The reason I am writing to you all is because it has 

come to my attention that I’ve received some criti-
cism from Peter in the New Paltz Times because of 
my decision to “move on” after hearing AG William 
Barr’s four-page summary of the Mueller report. This 
decision was revealed in a parody of a Dear Abby let-
ter in which I (Desiree’s husband, Joseph) expressed 
my feelings about further resistance against Trump. I 
did so by telling my wife, Desiree, that, after hearing 
the Mueller report’s fi ndings, the dream of a “Trump 
free” presidency “is over...at least for me.” Peter, 
stated that I (“Joseph...the wavering husband”) had, 
“apparently” relied exclusively on the Barr summary 
to exonerate Trump, without reviewing the “redact-
ed” version of the Mueller report released two weeks 
later. Since the defi nition of apparently is “as far as 
one can know or see,” I must inform Peter and other 
critics sharing his view that because they don’t know 
enough about my decision-making process, they have 
reached the wrong conclusion in this regard.

I became skeptical of the whole “Trump colluded 
with the Russians to steal the election and is probably 
a puppet of Putin or worse movement” in its early 
stages. Moreover, I didn’t become skeptical because 
of listening to Fox news. No, my questioning began 
when I started listening to progressive Jimmy Dore 
and civil libertarian Glenn Greenwald. After hearing 
collusion conspiracy true believers and examining 
their “evidence” and accusations, both Dore and Gre-
enwald found such accusations laughable. I gradually 
became convinced that they might be right but waited 
for the Mueller report to draw any fi nal conclusions. 
After hearing so many reports (for over two years) 
that Mueller was going to charge Trump with a crime 
and indict some of his family members and staff , AG 
Barr’s summary surprised and disappointed me. Af-
ter hiring a legal staff  of 18 prosecutors that included 
13 democrats -- whose support of the Democrat Party 
has been fi nancial as well as ideological (especially An-
drew Weismann) and all the time, money and eff ort 
Mueller spent investigating, I decided that-unless Barr 
was a fool -- his summary was probably truly indica-
tive of the Mueller report’s bottom line fi ndings. (And, 
no, I didn’t read the full report but then again neither 
did the vast majority of Democrat congressman and 
-- would venture to guess -- neither did the vast major-
ity of Democrats who think it proves Trump is really 
guilty of every accusation leveled against him.) Since 
then, nothing I’ve seen or heard on the subject has 
been persuasive enough to change my mind. 

Peter cited 900 prosecutors who are convinced 
Trump obstructed justice according to the Mueller 
report and thinks this fact should be enough to per-
suade anyone that my decision to accept Barr’s verdict 
of “Not enough evidence to indict Trump of obstruc-
tion of justice” is wrong. I imagine Peter and I could 
play a game of dueling lawyers, but the fact remains 
that Mueller made no charges; and unless Trump is 
impeached by the congress (perhaps Peter’s last hope 
his dreams will come true), Trump is in no legal jeop-
ardy, and I’m happy with my decision to move on. 
And, Peter, I encourage you to join me on this jour-
ney. In any event, the Horowitz Inspector General Re-
port will be released soon and the DOJ investigation of 
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It’s the economy

Community preservation

the FISA warrants and the predication upon which any 
monitoring of the Trump campaign was based will also 
eventually be made public. Perhaps we will learn more 
about the Steele Dossier, Bruce Orr, James Comey, John 
Brennan, James Clapper, Fusion GPS et el. Hopefully, 
the truth regarding these matters and people will be 
uncovered. Until then, maybe Peter will stop using “re-
dacted” as a pejorative since, because of present laws, 
Grand Jury testimony must be redacted when present-
ed to the general public in a report. Peter and others 
might also consider forgoing further attempts to make 
it seem that the only president who ever “hand picked” 
an attorney general or other members of his adminis-
tration is Donald J Trump.

As hard as it may be to imagine, there is much more 
I could say and perhaps will have the opportunity to 
do so if Mr. Civile calls upon me again in response to 
challenges to this letter. (I can only hope.) In any event 
I can (happily) report that Desiree and I have been at-
tending marriage counseling and we have both Mr. 

Pmurt and Dear Abby to thank for this development. 
During his response to Desiree, Mr. Pmurt, because of 
the opportunity aff orded him by Abby, began to advise 
Desiree to “think of the reasons you fi rst fell in love 
with Joseph...” and left the thought unfi nished by in-
dicating “well maybe that’s not such a good idea right 
now.” I’m sure he did so because Mr. Pmurt knew that 
the major cause of our attraction to each other was our 
shared political convictions and, at that moment, this 
was also the major cause of our marital diffi  culties. Af-
ter talking about the situation, Desiree and I decided to 
seek counseling together. In our counseling sessions, 
Desiree and I have begun to realize that although our 
shared political beliefs were certainly a reason for our 
attraction, they were not the most important ones. Our 
counselor was aware of Mr. Pmurt’s truncated advice 
and thought, during our last session, it would now be 
benefi cial to consider all the things that caused us to, 
not only be attracted to each other, but to make a com-
mitment -- through marriage -- to love each other for 

the rest of our lives. She advised us to read the follow-
ing passage about love in light of our present troubled 
relationship:

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but re-
joices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres... Love never fails.

After reading this passage, both Desiree and I agreed 
that we had never experienced this kind of love from 
one another. Indeed, we admitted that one of the 
major causes of our present marital problems is that 
we were, too often, guilty of keeping records of one 
another’s wrongs...both real and imagined. We also 
agreed that we would like to have the power to love 
each other in the manner described in the passage 
we were given to read. Moreover, we are becoming 
convinced that this ideal of love -- which “always 
protects” the physical, emotional and spiritual well 

New taxes are not every taxpayer’s cup of 
tea, especially in the era of New York State’s two per-
cent cap on increasing a tax levy. But there can be 
method to this madness. For decades New York State 
Republicans controlled the state senate, the Demo-
crats the state assembly and more often than not the 
governorship. The Republicans would only go along 
with Democratic spending programs that were com-
bined with local control and home rule. This led to 
some very interesting compromises. 

A bill passed in the waning hours of the 2019 ses-
sion of the state legislature last week was a ghost 
from that era. It added Ulster to 2007 state legisla-
tion listing the counties whose municipalities were 
permitted to impose an extra tax on certain prop-
erty sales in order to preserve aspects of community 
character of importance to them.  The legislative bill, 
as yet unsigned by governor Andrew Cuomo, was 
“happily” sponsored by state senator Jen Metzger 
and backed by assemblymember Kevin Cahill. It has 
several intriguing home-rule wrinkles.

Not many taxes are optional. This one is. It is opt-
in legislation. In order to establish a community 
preservation fund fi nanced by a tax on some trans-
fers of real estate, a community has to decide that 
it wants to adopt that tax — that is, to opt in. The 
jurisdiction’s top elected body has to vote for it, and 
the voters of the community then have to approve 
the program in a referendum. The original legisla-
tion specifi es an exemption from the added taxes 
of properties selling below the median residential 
price.

Though there is an upper limit of two percent on 
the transfer tax, each jurisdiction can set its own 
tax level. Red Hook, for instance, exempts the fi rst 
$100,000 of value, making the tax more progressive, 
and mandates a tax of three-quarters of one percent. 
Other local formulae, such as applying it only to mil-
lion-dollar purchases, are possible.

The original 2007 legislation to which Ulster Coun-
ty is now signed on to requires jurisdictions that opt 
in to specify how they can spend the funds they ac-
cumulate. There’s a community preservation proj-
ect plan, and an advisory committee reviews priori-
ties and spending decisions.

An important new tool
We’re talking about real money. Most of the origi-

nal opt-in jurisdictions have accumulated and spent 
millions of dollars. According to Red Hook super-
visor Robert McKeon, the preservation fund in his 
town has raised over three million dollars since its 
establishment. Red Hook has secured development 
easements over 2800 acres of farmland. It presently 
has $1.4 million in the bank and has a couple of proj-
ects under consideration.

The tax on property transfers is just one of sev-
eral sources of income available for community 

improvement, McKeon emphasized. Fund commit-
ment attracts other sources of money. The county, 
state and federal governments have participated in 
funding. Local land trusts and regional environmen-
tal organizations like Scenic Hudson and the Open 
Space Institute have been active partners. Owners of 
agricultural land and open space have been willing 
to make their own contributions to the purchase of 
development rights.

A wide variety of community resources, the 2007 
state legislation adopted just prior to the Great Re-
cession’s economic shock said, were “becoming at 
risk and endangered due to the natural progression 
of growth and development.” The enabling legisla-
tion was written broadly enough to permit the use 
of a community preservation fund for a great variety 
of purposes both environmental and cultural: parks, 
recreational areas, nature preserves, open space, ag-
ricultural lands, exceptional scenic views, aquifer re-
charge areas, beachfront, shoreline, wetlands, wild-
life refuges, waterways and river areas, forest lands, 
and historic places and properties. According to my 
reading, the legislation even allows a contribution to 
certain aff ordable-housing projects. The legislative 
purpose was “to assure the enjoyment and surviv-
ability [of community assets] for current and future 
generations.”

Not an easy path to adoption
This year, Chester in Orange County decided to 

seek to pass community preservation legislation. 
Until then, no Hudson Valley community had signed 
on through stand-alone town legislation since Red 
Hook and Warwick did. A consortium of fi ve Long 
Island towns have also been participants in similar 
land acquisition legislation since the 2000s. If the 
early participants have been happy with what they 
have accomplished under this approach — and they 
are — why haven’t others joined?

That may have been what Jen Metzger, the new 
state senator from Rosendale, may have been won-
dering when she talked to New Paltz town supervi-
sor Neil Bettez and county legislator Jim Delaune, 
among others. Metzger chief of staff  Leslie Berliant 
noted that the Ulster legislature’s Economic Devel-
opment Committee had passed a resolution of sup-
port. “Ulster County really wanted this legislation,” 
Berliant said.

That’s not the whole story. The resolution was 
withdrawn from a vote of the full legislature. De-
laune, one of its sponsors, said he wasn’t sure it had 
the votes to pass. Kingston Republican Brian Wolt-
man, who voted for it because “I thought it was a 
good law,” found he was the sole member of his cau-
cus to support it.  

Rich Gerentine, retiring from the county legisla-
ture after 28 years of service at the end of this year, 
was the only negative vote in opposing support for 

the original legislation in 2007. “We’re overtaxed,” 
the Marlboro legislator said. “It’s still a tax, and that’s 
why they’re doing it.” He particularly criticized the 
legislation’s impact on fi rst-time homebuyers.

Orange County was originally going to be included 
in this year’s legislation. It wasn’t, because freshman 
state senator James Skoufi s reportedly backed off  his 
support after vociferous opposition from his constit-
uents, led by the county’s real-estate interests. “He 
was beat up on every level,” explained a local politi-
cian in the know.

Robert McKeon in Red Hook said that opposition 
from his local real-estate community, which was 
strong when the 2007 legislation was passed, has 
since abated. “Once you are overdeveloped,” he said 
he had sought to convince them, “will people want 
to move into your community?” 

Just the beginning?
“I’m a big proponent,” said New Paltz town super-

visor Neil Bettez, who sees the community preserva-
tion legislation as potentially transformative. “The 
one thing we can do is to preserve open space.”

The towns of New Paltz and Gardiner share a com-
mon geography. Though some parts of the eastern 
part of both towns have environmentally signifi cant 
habitats, they are also susceptible to small-lot resi-
dential subdivision.  The sections west of the Wallkill 
River contain rich alluvial farmland allowing a foot-
path to the Shawangunk Ridge, with its long tradi-
tions of mountain-house hospitality, carriage roads, 
rock climbing, unique species, sky lakes and visual 
integrity. Recently, the River to Ridge Trail (R2R) has 
sought to connect a complex variety of immensely 
popular protected and recreational resources.

In an interview after the state legislature had end-
ed its session, state senator Metzger said that most 
of the support for the new state legislation aff ecting 
Ulster County had come from the towns of New Paltz 
and Gardiner, where she said there was acute aware-
ness of the need to protect open space. “Open space 
and farmland protection are part of our heritage,” 
said Delaune, whose legislative district includes part 
of New Paltz and Esopus.

Bettez pointed out that the legislation could po-
tentially be used to protect a variety of valued com-
munity resource, including historic houses, aquifer 
recharge areas and farmland easements. The Benja-
min Center at SUNY New Paltz, he added, had pub-
lished a paper concluding that “open space more 
than pays for itself” in increased property values.

Red Hook supervisor Robert McKeon said the 
same thing about that community’s purchase of ag-
ricultural development rights. 

Proponents of the legislation hope that it will have a 
bright future, and opponents worry about that same 
prospect. Andy Bicking, director of policy and special 
projects at Scenic Hudson and a strong supporter, sees 
the available new law as an asset that will make it pos-
sible for local governments to invest in amenities that 
will increase quality of life and pride in community.  

Rich Gerentine, on the other hand, sees the com-
munity preservation law as a new way of taking Ul-
ster County down a slippery slope of unwelcome 
governmental involvement. “This is just the begin-
ning,” he warned.

-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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being of those we have decided to love -- is not only 
stronger than diff erences over political issues, but 
for those who embrace it and strive to follow its call; 
such love is strong enough to restore life to a rela-
tionship like ours that was in the throes of death. 
(Signed, “Joseph.”)

George Civile
Gardiner

Trees: the problem and the solution 

We all know that forests and trees are the great-
est “drawdown” of carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere, through photosynthesis. What we may not 
know is that our forests, covering one-third of the 
land mass of the planet, absorb one-third of the car-
bon dioxide that we are emitting. 

Another thing we may not know is that recent tests 
show tree rings increasing in diameter. This is due 
to warmer and wetter conditions over the last 150 
years, resulting in lighter and less dense wood. 

This change has allowed diff erent pests and patho-
gens to attack such iconic trees as Hemlock, with the 
Wooly Adelgid; Ash, with the Emerald Ash Borer; 
and now White Pine, with a new fungus, Septoriodes 
strobi. 

If every person on earth planted one tree a year, 
we could reverse global climate change -- and save 
our trees. If you’re unable to do that on your own, 
you can at least support the work of the New Paltz 
Shade Tree Commission. 

Dan and Ann Guenther 
New Paltz

We must act

My name is Frank Kraat. I am an 80-year-old immi-
grant to the United States. I was born in The Nether-
lands in 1939, under the Nazi occupation. My father 
was turned in to the gestapo as a spy, which he may 
or may not have been.

My grandmother had both U.S. and British pass-
ports. My father, as a crew member of an American 
shipping line, had an American passport, as did my 
grandfather. We contacted the American Embassy 
in Rotterdam and were told to leave immediately. 
First we needed to go to Berlin in order to request 
a German exit visa for my Dutch mother, since the 
Netherlands was a Nazi-controlled country. She was 
granted the visa and our journey began.

With just 20 pounds of luggage for the three of us, 
we took a train to Lisbon and waited for my grand-
father to fi nd us a ship to the United States. Finally, 
after three months of living in a single room, he se-
cured passage for the trip. 

We arrived in Hoboken, NJ in November of 1941. 
My mother wrote to her family in Holland to say that 
we were okay. The letter was returned to us, because 
it was dated December 6, and the post offi  ce told us 
that the U.S. was now at war and letters of this na-
ture must be sent through the Red Cross.

When WWII ended, my family decided to stay in 
the U.S. I continue to be haunted by our story, es-
pecially when I see little children held by the U.S., 
in cages. I think about how would things have gone 
for my family if my mother and I had been held in 
Berlin, while my father and grandmother had been 
forced to leave the Netherlands. 

My fellow Americans, this is happening now in 
America! We are imitating the Nazi policies to intimi-
date and destroy families. Which one of you is wait-
ing for the knock at the door? We must act now be-
cause it is my belief that it will happen sooner rather 
than later.

Frank Kraat
New Paltz

Reverend Billy to perform Saturday 
In Dutchess County

Reverend Billy & the Stop Shopping Choir will join 
area residents to rally this Saturday, July 13 at Cricket 
Valley Energy, a fracked gas power plant that is un-
der construction. Reverend Billy and the Stop Shop-
ping Choir is a New York City based Earth-defending 
performance community that “resists extinction, 
but bring humor and music to the end of the world. 
And, we do get arrested a lot”... Other perform-
ers for the day include folksinger Pat LaManna, 
the Hummingbird Duo and more. The rally will be 
held Saturday, July 15 from 11 a.m. to noon at 2241 
NY-22, Dover Plains, NY 12522. Following the rally, 
there will be a BBQ and music at a nearby residence 
(noon to 3 p.m.). Cricket Valley Energy Center (CVE) 
is an 1100MW fracked gas power plant that’s under 
construction, despite the project being approved be-
fore fracking was banned. Circumstances have sig-
nifi cantly changed since an Environmental Impact 
Statement was originally prepared for CVE in 2011, 
and opponents of the project have petitioned Gov-
ernor Cuomo for a Supplemental Environmental Im-
pact Statement. The role of governor is to serve the 
people, however, Cuomo has yet to respond. CVE 
was also permitted without any input from the Scha-
ghticoke people -- an indigenous community with a 
reservation less than two miles from the plant. This 
is in violation of “Free, Prior and Informed Consent” 
(FPIC), is a specifi c right that allows indigenous com-
munities to give or withhold consent to a project that 
may aff ect them or their territories. The concept is 
recognized in the Declaration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which was adopted in 
2007 by the United Nations and ratifi ed by the U.S. 
For additional information e-mail sallyhamm@ya-
hoo.com for info. 

Jess Mullen
New Paltz Climate Action Coalition

Collateral damage

In late Fall of 2017, after the New Paltz Town Board 
had adopted the 2018 Budget, with an ‘A’ fund tax 
increase of 10.7%, a major village landlord sent rent 
increase notices to all of their tenants. After all, it’s 
not reasonable to expect a landlord to just absorb 
that kind increased expense.

I knew a young family in one of those buildings, 
who, after receiving the rent notice, realized that 
they could no longer aff ord to live in New Paltz and 
would have to move. By that time, we were all en-
tering the holiday season, and they did not want to 
spoil their children’s holiday by telling them that 
they had to move. In the hustle and bustle of the hol-
idays, the children didn’t notice the extra cardboard 
boxes coming into the apartment.

Another time, when I was canvassing before elec-
tions, I came to a house where the living room was 
piled high with sealed boxes. The homeowners had 
reached the point, where they could no longer af-
ford to live in New Paltz and had to sell their house. 
They were very upset with having to leave the com-
munity, which had been their home for so long and 
having to make their children leave their friends.

A few months ago, when KT Tobin applied to the 
Democratic Committee, she talked about her “… 
history of public service to this community and 
[her] active engagement in political campaigns …” 
The problem is that when I look at all of the dam-
age to our community that has been caused by the 
candidates she supported, I don’t see her political 
involvement as a public service to our community. 
Working to elect candidates, who, as typifi ed by our 
current supervisor and his deputy, are not qualifi ed 
to perform the primary duties of their offi  ce, is not a 
service to the community.

Politics is a game for her and her supporters, and 
when their candidates are elected, they win the 
game. The problem is that when these unqualifi ed 
candidates mess up our government, the rest of us 
lose. And the people, whose families have suff ered 
personal injury as a result of the governmental mis-
management by these incompetent candidates, I 
guess that’s just collateral damage. 

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Thanks County Exec Ryan

The annual selection process for the $10 million 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) grant is es-
pecially competitive in our region. The Mid-Hudson 
Regional Economic Development Council covers the 
seven counties between New York City and Albany: 
Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ul-
ster and Westchester.

We have received lots of excellent feedback sup-
porting the ideas in our New Paltz DRI proposal. Our 
fi ngers are being kept crossed while the MH-REDC 
reviews all the applications submitted by our various 
Mid-Hudson neighbors. But it was especially heart-
ening when Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan of-
fered this powerful and thoughtful quote supporting 
our application:

“With a dynamic mix of tech talent, innovative 
academic researchers, and committed and engaged 
community members -- and with an enviable loca-
tion that blends stunning natural beauty with easy 
access to the NYC metro area -- the Village of New 
Paltz stands at a pivotal moment, when targeted pub-
lic investments promise to yield outsized returns. 
This year’s DRI represents an opportunity for the 
Mid-Hudson REDC and Governor Andrew Cuomo to 
leverage prior investments, spanning both Cuomo 
administrations, and provide the fi nal push that New 
Paltz needs to propel it toward community revital-
ization and growth. Selecting New Paltz as the fi rst 
village in the Mid-Hudson region to receive an award 
also demonstrates that the concept behind the DRI 
-- promoting development that encourages dense, 
walkable communities where people want to live, 
work and raise families -- applies equally to the small 
villages and hamlets throughout our region as to 
our cities. Not only do I enthusiastically support the 
New Paltz application, but I off er my commitment to 
align our county’s resources and eff orts in support 
of the vision outlined in the New Paltz application, 
which dovetails with my own vision for a growing 
and diverse economy here in Ulster County.”

Our complete 2019 DRI application for New Paltz 
can be found at: villageofnewpaltz.org under re-
sources and grant applications.

Mayor Tim Rogers 
New Paltz

Let us do all we can to make 
lemonade out of this lemon

My political life began at age eight, during the fi rst 
presidential race I remember. Dwight Eisenhower 
looked like my friends’ fathers when they dressed 
for church, or golf, while Adlai Stevenson looked like 
my father and other fathers on whose laps I would 
sometimes sit in synagogue. So I campaigned for Mr. 
Stevenson, sending him the proceeds (minus startup 
costs) from the lemonade business I built in order to 
sweep him into offi  ce. (Well, I built the business, but 
I had to ask a handier friend and his Eisenhower Dad 
to build the stand, never letting on that the stand 
stood for Stevenson.) 

 When Ike was elected, I realized I wouldn’t be 
named Secretary of Lemonade anytime soon -- if 
ever! But four years later, Adlai was back, and hope 
sprung anew -- as did Adlai’s haul, larger than ever, 
for I now sold individually wrapped Mallomars as 
well as my new, improved lemonade. However, even 
with the profi ts from my growing empire fl ooding 
his coff ers, Adlai again fi nished second.

Still, Ike was avuncular, even if it was my friends’ 
uncles he resembled, not mine, and “I Like Ike” rolled 
off  my tongue as easily as it did everyone else’s.

But I instinctively did not like the mean-looking 
man whom I would see lurking behind him. And 
when years later that man stalked his way to the 
foreground as president, it became increasingly, and 
alarmingly, evident that my youthful instincts about 
him had been right. 

Now, my instincts reassure me that just as Nixon 
ultimately destroyed himself, so will today’s even 
more menacing president. But Trump’s nihilism 
makes Nixon’s ruthlessness look like bad manners, 
and my instincts also worry that before Trump de-
stroys himself, he’ll bring down the rest of us. 

So let those whose instincts are on alert do all we 
can to save ourselves, our children, our country, our 
world, and our planet; let us do all we can to make 
lemonade out of this lemon.

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 
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if she just can’t help but see a touch of humor in 
any situation. “I am a social studies teacher. They’re 
very diff erent professions. I’m not interested in a 
specifi c date, but I’m fascinated by the context of 
various times in history. What was going on with the 
people? What was the social climate like, the domi-
nant psychology? How did government and politics 
play a role, and how did it all come together during 
the Civil Rights movement and the Women’s Rights 
movement? That’s what I’m interested in, and those 
questions always stay current.”

Although she has served the school district for the 
past 48 years in a variety of capacities, from teacher 
to coach to department head to assistant principal, 
and principal of Duzine Elementary, Lenape Elemen-
tary and fi nally the High School, where she will fi nal-
ly hang her hard hat, Clinton’s single most reward-
ing thing has never changed and never wavered. “It’s 
the kids: making sure that they’re prepared for their 
next step in life, that they have everything that they 
need to go beyond these doors.” Although these are 
the maroon-lockered corridors that she has walked 
through for decades, Clinton is quick to note, “This 
is not the end-all, be-all. There is a whole life outside 
of this school waiting for them.”

As an AP History student of Clinton’s, and a NPHS 
graduate who walked the halls as she moved up to 
vice principal, I can say, hands down, that she was 
a formidable teacher as well as a grounding force 
for the student body and ultimately the community. 
“When I taught, I never shut my door, you remem-
ber?” she says to me, and I do. “All the teachers 
would walk by and stop in and I’d ask them who they 
were voting for or what their opinion was on a cur-
rent event. In would walk Ginny McCardle or Frank 
Ciliberto, Pat Masson. Kemble Matter would talk so 
long that we’d have to put up a timer for him. But that 
was my unoffi  cial public opinion poll. It got the kids 
and the teachers interacting and thinking about things 
from various perspectives.” Clinton prides herself on 
reading no fewer than three newspapers a day.

Having grown up near the State Capitol in Albany, 
Clinton was no stranger to politics. Even back in 
the 1980s, she always referred to herself as a “Rock-
efeller Republican,” and remembers the time she 
boarded the bus from SUNY New Paltz, where she 
was an undergraduate, to the nation’s capital so that 
she could be a part of the 1968 March on Washing-
ton. “My dad came to visit me at school, where there 
were all of these student protests. He always smoked 
a pipe, and as we drove down Main Street, he puff ed 
on his pipe and said, ‘What are you doing here?’ I 
said, ‘Dad, don’t worry; all of New Paltz isn’t like 
this.’”

And maybe that’s part of how Clinton was able 
to suture the district up time and time again when 
it was awash in controversy: She has that rare abil-
ity not only to listen, but also to respect everyone’s 
point of view, and at the same time pull the trigger 
when decisions had to be made. “The fi rst thing I 
worked on was getting rid of the 40-minute periods. 
That was crazy. We had nine periods in one day, and 
all it did was create chaos. With the block schedul-
ing, there is more time to actually learn and less time 
to get in trouble in the hallways.”

Another change Clinton fully supported was get-
ting rid of the “smart class,” or the “advanced class.” 
There were the Regents class, the non-Regents class 
and then the Super X class that Dick James used to 
teach. “I had the non-Regents class, and I can re-
member this one class that had Bobby Delay, Charles 
Majestic, Doris Dietz,” she recalls. “And they were 
some of the greatest entrepreneurs to come out of 
New Paltz High School!”

Looking back, Clinton realizes that not only was 
she the new kid on the block. but also surrounded 
by an alpha-male culture that included coaches Billy 
Freer and John Ford, Dick James and Al Fiore, to 
name a few. “There were varsity athletes that had 
passes all the time,” she says. “They would have 
passes allowing them to leave class and ‘fi ll the soda 
machines’ or work out or any number of things. 
That’s how it was back then.” Having grown up with 
four brothers, Clinton was not ruffl  ed by this. In fact, 
it was Freer who gave her a piece of advice early on 

that she still uses to this day during her September 
faculty meetings.

“There was a student of mine, Diane Marks, who 
was a good athlete, and she asked if I would coach 
the basketball team. I know how to play basketball 
and played a bit in college, but I had never consid-
ered coaching,” recalls Clinton. Not wanting to step 
on any toes, she ran the request by Coach Freer 
and Ford, who were both supportive of her taking 
the post. “That was back when the girls’ basketball 
scores were like 4-2 or 10-2 and we were the ‘2!” she 
says. “I walked into the gym the fi rst day of prac-
tice, and some of them were rolling the ball on the 
ground. They didn’t know how to dribble!” She re-
members one game, towards the end of the season, 
where she went to put a girl in who had been sit-

ting on the bench. “There were only a few minutes 
left and we had fouled someone on the other team, 
so I told her to get in. She told me she couldn’t. I 
said, ‘What do you mean you can’t go in?’ She said, ‘I 
don’t know how to make a foul shot.’ She didn’t real-
ize that when we fouled someone, they took the shot 
and not us.” Exasperated, she ran these scenarios by 
Freer and asked him what to do. And he said, ‘You 
start with ‘This is a basketball,’ and go from there. 
Never assume anything.’ And I don’t!”

It’s a good thing, because life was throwing some 
wild curves at Clinton, who married a local Gardiner 
boy, Dick Clinton, which helped her acclimate quick-
ly into the community. “I had planned to go to SUNY 
Cortland, when my best friend at the time talked me 
into applying to New Paltz. So I did.” As the days and 
weeks and months passed, she wondered why SUNY 
New Paltz had not gotten back to her, so she called 
the Admissions Department. “My guidance counsel-
or had never sent my transcripts!” Long story short, 
Clinton, who now had nowhere to go, had to reapply to 
New Paltz and was accepted – except not until March 
of the following year, as the college was on quarter sys-
tems in the 1960s. “My orientation consisted of six oth-
er students,” she says with a laugh. “So that’s why I’m 
always on the kids about making sure that they have 
everything they need from guidance!”

In the meantime, Clinton worked with the Depart-
ment of Transportation on traffi  c analysis and mu-
nicipal road planning. “I loved it,” she says. “Had 
the New Paltz thing not worked out, I might still be 
there!” But the New Paltz thing did work out, and the 
graduate went on to rise up the ranks at the NPCSD. 
“Back then I only needed one course to become de-
partment chair, which I took, and that also allowed 
me to become the assistant principal.”

It was a charged time, and the district had gone 
through principal after principal, including one who 
commuted from Maine where his wife worked. A se-
ries of controversies had the Board of Education pro-
pose to eliminate the assistant principal’s job, only 
for the high school. At the time, Clinton was the assis-
tant principal, John Ford was the director of athletics 
and discipline. “All of a sudden I was out of a job, 
and I hadn’t been a part of any of the controversy 
and it was a shock. Then the principal of Duzine an-
nounces she’s leaving and so I apply for the job, and 
I get it, even though I was much less qualifi ed than 
the existing vice principal, Deb Banner.” After taking 
the job as the Duzine principal, she was schooled by 
Banner on elementary education: “I read a book a 
night and we went to conferences, and it was like 
getting another Master’s degree. There was so much 
to learn about elementary education!”

She was at the helm of Duzine when Lenape was 
being built, and the community was in an uproar about 
the potential negative impacts of pesticides on chil-
dren as the school was being built on excavated land 
that was once used for apple farming. They were also 
concerned about cost overages and delays. They were 

begging Clinton to step in and get the building opened. 
And of course, she did. Working around the clock with 
the contractors and planners, faculty and commu-
nity, the school opened – not without problems, but 
it opened. “I had a kid in every class that I appointed 
as my ‘Lenape Leaders,’” she says with a laugh. “We 
would meet every week, and they were my eyes and 
ears and would tell me what needed to get done to get 
the building working properly – and we did!”

It was when her daughter Jackie entered the high 
school that Clinton was lured back. “I drove her to 
school one day because she was late, and she asked me 
to walk her in. I was like, ‘Walk you in? Who wants their 
mother walking them into high school?’ But she said, 
‘Mom, it’s a lot diff erent now. I don’t feel safe here.’

“It was a mess. Kids were smoking everywhere, 
there were fi ghts in the hallways, teachers didn’t 
feel supported, the Board of Education meetings 
would go on until 2:30 or 3 a.m. It was nuts. So I 
went back.” Clinton worked to build a team with the 
faculty and administration, as well as reaching out to 
parents and students and “having a presence. That’s 
so critical – just being here every day and walking the 
hallways and talking to teachers and students and 
showing them that you care. I also wanted to make 
sure that we were involved in the larger New Paltz 
community.” Participation in Government (PIG) be-
came a tradition under Clinton, where high school 
students got credits for attending local govern-
ment meetings and engaging with their community 
through volunteerism. “But you also have to have 
consequences. I don’t enjoy suspending anyone, but 
if they do something that merits suspension, then 
that’s the repercussion.”

All in all, Clinton is more apt to talk about funny 
coaching stories, certain students with whom she 
has become friends over the years, people who have 
mentored her, the new principal – anything except 
herself. Asked what her legacy will be, she laughs, 
“The Jets? Maybe this will be their year!” Clinton 
has always been a supporter of underdogs, whether 
in her choice of football teams or her non-Regents 
classes or a girls’ basketball team that only had a few 
players who could dribble.

In fact, if you’ve ever spent any time around 
NPHS or at any of its athletic events, concerts, art 
shows, mathlete meets, Garden Club receptions or 
Glee Club performances, you will have seen Clinton 
standing sentinel as the guardian of the district, be-
ing sure that each student felt supported in what it 
was that they were passionate about. Asked what 
she would miss the most, she says, “The kids. That’s 
what it’s always been about for me.”

As she got a bit teary-eyed – a rare thing for Clinton – I 
asked her if she was going to miss the school. Out of the 
corner of her mouth came that smile: “I only live a mile 
down the road!” And that’s the Barbara Clinton whom 
we all know and love: her sense of lightness commin-
gled with gravitas, and the feeling that all is well when 
she’s in charge. Now it’s time to pass the baton, but 
what a run it has been. Thank you, Barbara! ++

 “It’s the kids: making sure 
that they’re prepared for 
their next step in life, that 
they have everything that 

they need to go beyond these 
doors,” says Barbara Clinton. 

Open 7 Days 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

THE GARDENER’S PLACE TO BE!
• Flowering Annuals
• Huge Selection of Perennials
• Vegetable Plants and Herbs
• Trees, Shrubs & Rose Bushes
• Gifts and Supplies for Gardening
• Bulk Mulch, Compost & Top Soil

Homegrown Raspberries!
Homegrown Sugar Snap Peas, Kale,

Swiss Chard, Lettuces, Summer Squash
& Green Beans!

Cider Donuts made every morning!
Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream!
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Renee Mitchell: fostering a child
Personally speaking

(L-R) Renee Mitchell's foster son and biological 
daughter Reese.

by Rich Corozine

“H
E'S THREE-AND-A-HALF,” SAYS Re-
nee Mitchell of her foster son, whom 
she has had home for one month. "His 
mother's in rehab in Greene County, an 

addict with two other kids. He's the middle one. His 
father is unknown. The older one -- a girl -- is in fos-
ter care and the younger one -- another boy -- is in 
the custody of his father. And as of right now, I'm 
waiting to see if his mother will give up all rights to 
him so I can keep him with me...I'm open to adop-
tion."

Mitchell, who is a single mom with a biological 
four-and-a-half-year-old daughter (Reese), tried be-
ing a foster mom just over fi ve years ago. "A 13-year-
old girl who had been bounced around and needed 
lots of care. She was with me a month, and I just 
couldn't do it. I didn't have the tools. She was bi-
polar, uncontrollable, a truant, suicidal and I was 
just pregnant, so she was moved to another family 
in New Paltz and fi nally, with all her problems, to a 
group home. I felt like a failure."

Mitchell waited until she was in her mid-30's be-
fore thinking of having a child. Any child. She had 
dedicated herself to her business: Reneevations, a 
specialized renovation and construction company 
that she started 15 years before. It was a success. 
"But I wanted a child and being unmarried I went 
through a private donor. It was fi ne. I didn't really 

RICH COROZINE

Renee Mitchell.

know him, but he's okay and asks about Reese. A 
child completed me," adds Mitchell. "I think I was 
always looking for something and I found it with Re-
ese."

Mitchell fi rst became aware of fostering children 
when she was a nanny for Ron and Teresa Bonagu-
ra's fi ve foster kids when she was 18 years old. "They 
were all siblings and all under seven years old. It was 
all-consuming and I became part of the family. It was 
a great experience and Lenny Le -- one of the kids 

-- years later worked for me at Village Pizza (which 
Mitchell owned for four years and just recently sold). 
The idea is to keep the kids together if possible."

In the case of Mitchell's foster son, he had previous-
ly been with another foster family for nine months, 
but that family had a biological daughter that had 
special needs, so it became too diffi  cult for them to 
care for him too. "So, Kids Peace, a private foster-
care organization out of Kingston, contacted me and 
asked if I could take him in," says Mitchell. "He need-
ed a stable home. He had grown up in a drug house 
and was addicted when he was born...Drugs are the 
main reason why so many kids and so young, are in 
foster care. More than ever. So I said yes. And Reese 
was okay with it. He's like her brother."

The waiting period, though, can be daunting. "It's 
day-by-day until the birth parent signs the release. It's 
always the parent's choice. So you get involved with the 
child and then the rug may get pulled out from under 
you and the child. It's devastating for everyone. And 
with him (name withheld until the parent signs) there 
is that potential. His grandparents are also involved, 
maybe trying to adopt him...so, it's up in the air."

But these are the "bad things", according to Mitchell. 
She'd rather stay positive. "He calls me mom. I take it 
day-by-day, but the boy needs someone to love him...
that's all. I try not to look at the negatives....Look, the 
system is broken. These kids get shuffl  ed around. The 
parents can't take care of them. I decided to do it my-
self. I'm not a father-fi gure, so I fi gured I could lead 
by example. I just want to help. And he's a sweet little 
guy....I'm keeping my fi ngers crossed." ++
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Doc’s Winery, LLC.  
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
5/28/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of the process to the 
LLC, 5 Tina Drive, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGA NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: subPixel Me-
dia LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 2/26/2019. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: subPixel Me-
dia LLC, 10 Longyear 
Ave, Tillson NY 12486. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of SELBY LEGAL, 
PLLC. Art/Org. fi led 
w/SSNY on
1/25/17. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster Cty. SSNY 
designated for svc/
proc &
shall mail to 243 Main 
St. #250, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
Any
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of Saddle Ridge 
Farm LLC Articles 
of Organization fi led 
with the Secretary 
of the State of New 
York on 05/30/2019. 
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County. Heather 
Erichsen has been 
designated as Agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be ser-
vice. the address to 
which SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process 
again the LLC ser-
viced upon his is the 
LLC, 3432 Route 9W 
Highland NY 12528. 
Purpose to Corpora-
tion: To engage in any 
lawful act of activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-

tion of MDM Acres 
LLC Articles of or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of the 
State of New York on 
05/30/2019. Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
Christian Erichsen 
has been designated 
as Agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. The ad-
dress to which SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
any process against 
the LLC served upon 
him is the LLC, 34322 
Route 9W Highland 
NY 12528. Purpose to 
Corporation: to En-
gage in any lawful act 
or activity

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qual. of 
CAMP MOLJO LLC, 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 12/15/17. Offi  ce
loc: Ulster County. 
LLC formed in NJ on 
10/24/17. SSNY is des-
ignated as
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served 
and shall mail process
to: The LLC, 415 New-
ark St, Apt 9E, Hobo-
ken, NJ 07030. Ad-
dress required to
be maintained in 
NJ: 415 Newark St, 
Apt 9E, Hoboken, NJ 
07030. Cert of
Formation fi led with 
NJ Sec. of State, 33 
West State St., Tren-
ton, NJ 08608.
Purpose: any lawful 
act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company: Sweet 
Tooth Studios LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 02/28/2019. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Sweet Tooth 
Studios LLC, 10A 
Colonial Drive New 
Paltz, NY 12561
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
WYTHE & ROEDLING, 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 06/14/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, PO Box 900, 
Highland, NY 12528. 

Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
 Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): An-
galla Williams Con-
sulting,
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 5/10/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Angalla Wil-
liams Consulting, 308 
State Route 32 North, 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
of LLC. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: New York 
properties irrigation 
consulting LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/7/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: New York 
properties irrigation 
consulting LLC. 192 
Libertyville Rd.  New 
Paltz  NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Skytop Drive 
LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization fi led in the 
Department of State 
of New York on June 
26, 2019. Offi  ce Loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
Principal Business Lo-
cation: Ulster County, 
New York.  Purpose:  
Any and all lawful 
business activities. 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Skytop Drive LLC– 
6 Ohio Street, Kings-
ton, New York 12401

LEGAL NOTICE
40-42 Plattekill LLC 
Notice of Formation 
of 40-42 Plattekill 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 05/23/2019. Offi  ce 
Location 85 South 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Decisive Billing Solu-
tions, LLC fi led with 
SSNY on 06/20/19. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designed as of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 5 Spring 
Meadow CT Highland 
NY 12528: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Eva Astor LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/14/2019. Offi  ce 
Location: 5 Liberty 
Street, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 5 Liberty Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
MJP Business  Con-
sulting LLC.  Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 
3rd, 2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County.  
LEGALINC COR-
PORATE SERVICES 
INC. 1967 WEHRLE 
DRIVE SUITE 1 #086 
BUFFALO, NY 14221 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Michael Per-
rotta Jr 22 Rosio Lane 
Modena, NY 12548. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 

specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEAUTIFUL HIGH-
LAND, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 07/02/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Anthony Savino, 8 
Huguenot Street, 
Apartment A, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose:
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
152 HOYT STREET 
PORT EWEN LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 6/10/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 152 Hoyt 
Street, Port Ewen, NY 
12466. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Graze Seed & 
Supply LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Graze Seed & 
Supply
16 Dusinberee Road 
Gardiner NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ZIPPHORA LLC. 
Art/Org. fi led w/SSNY 
on 2/28/19.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Cty. SSNY designated 
for svc/proc & shall 
mail
to 243 Main St. #250, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of completion 

of Final Assessment 
Roll (pursuant to §516 
of the Real Property 
Tax law).
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that the Asses-
sor of the Town of 
New Paltz, County of 
Ulster, has completed 
the Final Assessment 
Roll for the current 
year.
A certifi ed copy of the 
Assessment Roll can 
be seen at the offi  ces 
of the Town Clerk 
and Assessor located 
at 52 Clearwater Road 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
during regular offi  ce 
hours, on or after July 
1, 2019
DATED: June 25, 
2019 
Tricia Masterson, As-
sessor

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Posted: July 
5, 2019 
Project Name:  
PB19-13
Applicant:   
Valentina Suarez
For:   E s -
tablishment of home 
business
Location:   
7 Taylor Street
Tax Map Number:  
86.26-2-38
Date and Time:   
July 16, 2019 at 7:00 
PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the public hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the agenda.  
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary at the ad-
dress listed above.
All reasonable ac-
commodations will 
be made for persons 
with disabilities.  In 
such a case, please 
notify the Planning 
Board Secretary in 
advance so that ar-
rangements can be 
made.

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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SPORTS  | NEW PALTZ & HIGHLAND

Hoff man bats and pitches Lloyd 
Legion to a win

Legion Post 193 out of Lloyd's Aidan Hoff man 
didn't seem to mind the 90-degree heat and 100% 
humidity, throwing a six inning three-hitter, striking 
out seven in Post 193's 10-1 win over Middletown at 
Tony Williams Park last Saturday. And he did pretty 
well with the bat too, stroking a three-run triple and 
an RBI single to help his own cause.

The game was 0-0 through two-and-a-half innings, 
when Post 193 exploded for eight runs in the bottom 
of the third. And it started with a walk...well, two 
actually, to Liam Whalen and Tyler Johnston, with 
a single into centerfi eld by leadoff  hitter Zach Mus-
so loading the bases for Hoff man and his following 
triple to the right-centerfi eld fence. Teddy Saracino 
singled to rightfi eld to score Hoff man with the fourth 
run of the inning, but Post 193 wasn't done. Logan 
Scott reached on an error at third base, moving Sara-
cino to second. Chris Crimi followed with a single 
into rightfi eld, scoring Saracino and Dave Yannity 
walked. Matt Thomas reached on a force of Yannity 
at second and Whalen -- batting for the second time 
in the inning -- cleared the bases with a double into 
leftfi eld. Johnston grounded out to end it, but Post 
193 had their biggest inning of the season so far.

Lloyd tacked on two more runs in the fourth, as 
Musso doubled to the fence in right and Hoff man 
scored him with a single into centerfi eld. Hoff man, 
after two were out, moved to second on a Crimi sin-
gle and third on a wild pitch,  scored when Yannity's 
grounder was booted at shortstop.

Middletown scored their sole run in the fourth 
on a couple of Hoff man walks and a single, but he 
escaped with no further damage. Zach Angelone 
pitched the seventh inning and showed some con-
trol problems, walking the bases loaded with two 
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(L-R): Post 193's Teddy Saracino and Aidan Hoff man.

outs, but shut-off  the Cobras on a comebacker to the 
mound.

Hoff man went three-for-four with two runs scored 
and the four RBI's; Musso three-for-three  with two 
runs scored;  Saracino was one-for-four with a pair 
of RBI's; Crimi two-for-three and an RBI; and Whalen 
one-for-one with two RBI's.

Post 193 is 7-5 on the season.
-- Rich Corozine

SeaHawks off  and fl ying

The New Paltz SeaHawks ran their dual-meet win 
streak to 57 in-a-row with a 458-106 victory over 
Hurley last Wednesday and 437-151 over Rhinebeck 
at Moriello on Saturday. Against Hurley, it was triples 
for Theo Salamone (8-under boys), Renata Martinez 
(9-10 girls), Omar Santos (9-10 boys), Brooke Vos (11-
12 girls), Julia Napoli (13-14 girls), Andie Psilopoulos 
(13-14 girls), Will D’Angelo (13-14 boys), Ashley Ben-
kert (15-18 girls) and Tadju Trzewik-Quinn (15-18 
boys); double winners were Caden Salamone (9-10 
boys), Delaney Pece (11-12 girls), Rowan Santos (11-12 
boys), Griffi  n Santos (13-14 boys) and Abbie Santos 
(15-18 girls).

New Paltz also swept the relays, with Brooke Vos, 
Campbell Heiz, Sean Geisler and Ella Nathe in the 
Mixed 200; Theo Salamone, Declan O’Rourke, Ab-
bie Fentell and Violet D’Amout in the 8-under; Jenna 
Brassard, Bennett Sheeley, Isla D’Angelo and Nick 

Napoli in the 9-10; Kate Suchowiecki, Micah McDuff -
ie, Maya Pizzarella and Rowan Santos in the 11-12; 
Koby Wolfmeyer, Natalie Watts, Griffi  n Santos and 
Andie Psilopoulos in the 13-14; and Ashley Benkert, 
Brady Saunders, Logan Pece and Abbie Santos in the 
15-18.

Against Rhinebeck it was triples for Theo Sal-
amone (8-under boys), Rowan Santos (11-12 boys), 
Delaney Pece (11-12 girls) and Tate Wilson (11-12 
boys); with doubles for Omar Santos (9-10 boys), 
Trent Suchowiecki (9-10 boys), Brooke Vos (11-12 
girls), Brady Saunders (15-18 boys), Ashley Benkert 
(15-18 girls) and Mike Messina (15-18 boys).

In the relays it was Ava Dones, Jasper Bacon, Beck-
ett Brassard and SaraRose Emilio in the 8-under; Es-
tella Raphael, Andrew Lamark, Lyric Schenker and 
Tate Wilson 11-12; Marcella Cuya, Celia Penn, Mag-
dalena Reganauer and Koby Wolfmeyer in 13-14; and 
Brady Saunders, Kendall Lucchesi, Tuari Schenker 
and Ashley Benkert in 15-18.

The SeaHawks - 2-0 in the DUSO this Summer -- are 
at Zena on Wednesday, July 10 at 5 p.m. and come 
home to host Rosendale on Saturday, July 13 at 9 a.m.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz boys summer basketball

It is the changing of the guard for New Paltz boys 
basketball. Gone are four-year starters Axel Rodri-
guez and Casey Burke, and big-minute seniors Chris 
Sifre and Sam Marshall -- the core of the Huguenots’ 
two straight Section 9 titles. Returning are junior 
starting center, 6-7 Patrick Murphy and sophomore 
swingman and top defender Matt Simmons. The 
“new’ team opened up the Summer season with a 
39-29 loss to Wallkill, as up-from-JV’s (where he im-
pressed last season) Jack Rubin led the way with 10 
points. Jeff  Robinson added fi ve and Zach Capreal 
three. Murphy and Simmons had two points apiece.

-- Rich Corozine

Marie J. Wiersum
On June 25, 2019, Marie J. Wiersum passed away at Vassar Brothers Medical Center 
of Poughkeepsie, NY. She was 95 years old.
Born January 23, 1924 in New Paltz, she was the daughter of the late George and 
Elsie (Dubois) Jenkins. She was a lifelong resident of New Paltz and a descendent 
of the original Huguenot New Paltz family though her DuBois lineage. She was an 
active member of the Huguenot and Dubois family associations in support of the 
associations and Huguenot Street.
After graduating from Hope College in Holland, Michigan with a BA in English 
and then a BA in Children’s Library Science at Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio, she attained her Master’s Degree in Library Science at SUNY in 
Albany, New York. Marie worked at the Elting Memorial Library as Children’s Li-
brarian in New Paltz until her retirement. Her children’s hour book reading and book 
displays were enthusiastically attended and highly praised. Prior to Elting Memorial, Marie worked at the Gra-
cious Gourmet, the Yarn Barn, Ariel Booksellers and Port Ewen Nursery School as head teacher for a new school. 
She was an avid reader and especially liked mysteries and British history. Marie was an expert knitter and made 
sweaters and socks for her family, friends and local charities. She was fond of gardening and grew vegetables and 
flowers. She loved to cook and was inspired to try new recipes through her experience at the Gracious Gourmet, 
much to the chagrin of her three children who appreciated her efforts. Most dear to her heart was her love for 
furry friends (i.e. cats), who provided love and companionship throughout their mutual lives.
She is survived by her children, Pamela Smith and her husband, Clifford of Washington, DC and Virginia, 
Schuyler Wiersum and his wife, Cindy of Oregon and Derek Wiersum and his wife, Bunny of New Paltz, NY; 
seven grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
There will be a memorial service at the Dutch Reformed Church in New Paltz on July 12, followed by a private 
family burial at the New Paltz Rural Cemetery. Donations to the Elting Memorial Library in Marie’s name 
would be appreciated.
Copeland Funeral Home is honored to assist Marie’s family with the arrangements.


