
New Paltz TimesTimes
N E W S  O F  N E W  P A L T Z ,  G A R D I N E R ,  H I G H L A N D ,  R O S E N D A L E  &  B E Y O N D

THURSDAY, JULY 18, 2019
VOL. 19, ISSUE 29

$1.50
www.hudsonvalleyone.com

A fundraiser to help those
in Guirgho will be held July 21

New Paltz

9

New Paltz Board of Education
holds reorganizational meeting

Special section New Paltz

6 10INSIDE

Stone Ridge

Emmanuel’s Marketplace in Stone 
Ridge under new management

Celebrations:
Summer of Love

by Sharyn Flanagan

I
T’S BEEN 26 years since Julie Mazur opened Rambling Rose, her women’s cloth-
ing and accessories boutique on Main Street in New Paltz. Now she’s ready for a 
new challenge, and the shop will close its doors at month’s end. Truth be told, 
so much of the remaining merchandise has already fl own off  the racks since 

Mazur announced her plans, the closing might come even sooner. 
Rambling Rose clientele, who have come to rely on the shop owner’s expertise in 

fashion, may be surprised to learn that Mazur is going into real estate sales. As one 
of her longtime customers put it so succinctly, she will be going “from dresses to ad-
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Coming 
to terms
Rosendale 
seeks to extend 
supervisor, highway 
superintendent terms 
to four years

by Frances Marion Platt

O
N ELECTION DAY 2019, Rosen-
dale residents will decide 
whether or not to extend the 
terms of offi  ce for the town su-

pervisor and the superintendent of high-
ways from the current two years to four. 
At the July 10 meeting of the Rosendale 
Town Board, a resolution was passed 
making January 1, 2020 the eff ective date 
of the changeover, amending a prelimi-
nary resolution expanding the terms that 
had already been adopted in June. The de-
cision sets in motion a process requesting 
that the Ulster County Board of Elections 
add two referenda to the November bal-
lot, one for each of the town offi  ces.

The resolution passed 4-0-1. As town 
attorney Mary Lou Christiana was not 
present at the meeting to advise town 
supervisor Jeanne Walsh as to whether 
it was necessary or advisable for her to 
recuse herself from the vote on a term 
for which she will be seeking reelection 
on the same ballot, Walsh opted to ab-
stain. “I’m committed to stay on, but 
even if it wasn’t me, I would support this 
change,” said the supervisor. “It’s very 
diffi  cult to do a good job if you only have 
two years.” ++

Gardinerites to 
vote on 20%
increase for library

G
ARDINER RESIDENTS WILL 
have a chance to decide on 
Election Day whether or not 
their community library will 

get a 20 percent increase in its budget – the 
fi rst increase in eleven years. The Gardin-
er Town Board agreed unanimously at its 
July 9 meeting to allow the library board 
to put a referendum before voters seek-
ing approval for a total annual budget of 
$275,076 for 2020, up $45,856 over 2019.

-- Frances Marion Platt

From dresses
to addresses

RAMBLING ROSE BOUTIQUE CLOSING AFTER 26 YEARS, 
PROPRIETOR JULIE MAZUR GOING INTO REAL ESTATE 
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Be well
Immunization policy 
in New Paltz schools
revised, informational 
meeting planned
for August

by Sharyn Flanagan

N
OW THAT NEW York State has 
removed the religious exemp-
tion that allowed parents to 
refuse to vaccinate their chil-

dren on grounds of faith-based beliefs, 
the New Paltz Central School District has 
amended its offi  cial policy with regard 
to immunization requirements for stu-
dents.

At their recent fi rst business meeting 
of the 2019-20 school year on July 10, the 
Board of Education held a fi rst reading 
of an amended Policy 7511. After decid-
ing to amend the current policy with the 
same language used by the state in order 
to eliminate any confusion as to whether 
the district is following state law in fu-
ture situations, the BOE held a vote and 
passed a resolution to that eff ect.

Although trustees don’t typically 
adopt a new policy on the same night 
as a fi rst reading of proposed changes, 
the board decided to go ahead in order 
to clear the way for the district to off er a 
parents’ information night next month, 
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After 26 years in business,Julie Mazur is closing Rambling Rose.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

Police investigate apparent 
accidental drowning of Rosendale 
woman in Rondout Creek

Deputies and detectives from the Ulster Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Offi  ce are investigating the death of a 
Rosendale woman in the Town of Rosendale.

On Saturday, July 13 at about 5 p.m., deputies, 
Rosendale Police and state troopers responded to a 
911 call for an unconscious woman in the Rondout 
Creek off  Webster Lock Road in Bloomington.

Barbara Klueber, 44, of Rosendale, was seen 
swimming in the Rondout Creek in the vicinity of 
her residence shortly before she was found and later 
pronounced dead.

A preliminary investigation suggests Klueber ac-
cidentally drowned, however the investigation is 
ongoing.

Detectives were assisted at the scene by the 
Bloomington Fire Department, Mobile Life Support 
Services, Rosendale Police Department and the New 
York State Police.

Attention soccer fans

The NPCSD Foundation for Student Enhancement 
is hosting a special bus trip to Red Bull Arena on Sat-
urday, August 3 to watch the Red Bulls take on To-
ronto. The VIP package includes round-trip charter 
bus, great seats, participation in the half-time High 
Five Tunnel, and after-game fi reworks. The cost is 
$75/ticket, bus leaves at 3 p.m. sharp for a 6 p.m. 
game. Contact John Fracasse at (845) 750-3924 to se-
cure your tickets or with any questions.

What we have learned about the 
moon presentation by Willie Yee

Gardiner Library hosts a presentation by Dr. Wil-
lie Yee entitled “Apollo 11 and After: What We Have 
Learned About the Moon” on Tuesday, July 23 from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. With July 20 marking the 50th an-
niversary of Apollo 11’s landing on the moon, this 
presentation explores the historic event that was 
both a national and technological achievement, as 
well as a scientifi c breakthrough. It sparked a major 
understanding of the moon, and in turn the rest of 
the solar system. This presentation will review some 
of the scientifi c fi ndings of the Apollo missions, and 
others since, as well as future possible missions to 
the moon. 

The presentation will take place in the library 
community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike in Gar-
diner, NY. The community room is equipped. For 
further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gar-
dinerlibrary.org.

U-Haul truck rentals pull into
True Value of New Paltz

True Value of New Paltz, located at 4 Cherry Hill 
Road is now off ering U-Haul trucks and moving sup-
plies.

Normal business hours are 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Reserve U-Haul products at this dealer lo-
cation by calling (845) 255-0075 or visiting https://
www.uhaul.com/Locations/Truck-Rentals-near-
New-Paltz-NY-12561/030072/ today.

Meet and greet with Cheryl Roberts

Join the New Paltz Democratic Women for a meet 
and greet with Cheryl Roberts, candidate for Su-
preme Court Judge in the Third Judicial District, 
on Sunday, July 28 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Cronin 
Contemporary Art Gallery and Jar’d, at Water Street 
Market in New Paltz.

Currently, three of the 15 Supreme Court judges in 
the Third Judicial District are women. The New Paltz 
Democratic Women believe that electing more wom-
en to the bench better refl ects the people served.

Cheryl Roberts has previously served as town 
judge and was the fi rst woman to be Corporation 

Council in Hudson, NY. Currently, she is the execu-
tive director of the Greenburger Center for Social 
and Criminal Justice. The July 28 event will give at-
tendees a chance to talk with Roberts about her can-
didacy and her plans for how to serve the Third Ju-
dicial District. For additional information, visit “New 
Paltz Democratic Women” on Facebook or e-mail 
NewPaltz.Democratic.Women@gmail.com.

Anime club at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host Anime Club on 
Wednesday, July 24 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Attendees 
are invited to watch My Neighbor Totoro while enjoy-
ing snacks and drawing and/or coloring characters 
from the movie. Drawing supplies will be provided, 
as well as sushi snacks, popcorn and refreshments. 

The program takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Gardiner Library presents slow jam

 The Gardiner Library will off er slow jam this Sun-
day, July 21 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. All musicians and 
acoustic instruments are welcome. The slow jam al-
lows those new to playing an acoustic instrument to 

practice with some friendly, local musicians. Musi-
cians gather to play old time, folk songs, bluegrass, 
Western and other homespun-type songs. Partici-
pants play at a slower pace, so everyone is given the 
chance to learn the songs. There’s no audience and 
no pressure.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Summer sugar cookie dance party

The Gardiner Library will hold a summer-themed 
preschool dance party with sugar cookie decorating 
this Saturday, July 20 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

No registration is required. Kids ages 2-5 are in-
vited to decorate an assortment of summer-themed 

 

Longtime Mohonk Preserve president to step down

A
FTER NEARLY 26 years at the helm of Mohonk Preserve, Glenn Hoagland will be leaving the 
organization to become president and chief executive offi  cer of The Seeing Eye, a New Jersey 
nonprofi t and internationally recognized dog guide school for people who are blind.

According to a release from Mohonk, Hoagland has a strong personal connection with 
the organization’s mission, as his mother was blind. He admired The Seeing Eye from a young age, 
being keenly aware of the importance of independence for people who are blind.

“I am so honored and proud to have had the opportunity for a quarter of a century to lead Mohonk 
Preserve, protect and steward a nationally treasured landscape and work every day with a passion-
ate and capable staff , visionary board, dedicated volunteers, many community partners and gener-
ous donors,” Hoagland said.

Under Hoagland’s leadership, Mohonk Preserve has grown from an organization with a dozen em-
ployees, 16 volunteers and 5,400 acres to New York’s largest nonprofi t nature preserve with over 60 
employees, over 400 volunteers and over 8,000 acres of protected lands.

Some of the Preserve’s accomplishments during Hoagland’s tenure, according to the release, in-
clude establishing the Preserve’s Visitor Center; attaining national Land Trust Accreditation; restor-
ing over half of the Preserve’s carriage roads; developing the Samuel F. Pryor III Shawangunk Gate-
way Campground; and initiating the 836-acre Mohonk Preserve Foothills project, which is poised to 
launch public access trailheads and educational facilities over the next two years.

“We have been very fortunate to have Glenn’s knowledge, steady hand, and leadership for a quar-
ter century,” said Mohonk Preserve Board Chair Russ Clune. “The accomplishments to date have 
fi rmly placed us on a positive trajectory toward a successful future.”

Mohonk Preserve’s Board of Directors is currently working on a transition and succession plan.

GARDINER | PEOPLE

PHOTO COURTESY OF MOHONK PRESERVE

Glenn Hoagland.
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Maya Gold Foundation accepts 15 teens
to join Youth Action Team 

F
IFTEEN HUDSON VALLEY teens have joined the Youth Action Team of the Maya Gold Foun-
dation. Each of the teens was selected after an open application and an interview pro-
cess, and now join the current four members in planning and implementing foundation 
programs and eff orts. The Youth Action Team is a key part of the organization; members 

attend board meetings throughout the year and serve on two committees each. Youth Action Team 
members participate in foundation events and partake in leadership training off ered through the 
foundation. In addition to playing an active role in the organization, the youth are in the process 
of planning monthly service opportunities for themselves. For additional information, visit http://
www.mayagoldfoundation.org. 

NEW PALTZ | COMMUNITY

Members of the Maya Gold Foundation Youth Action Team Back row (L-R): Max Miller, Paris White, 
Rhiannon Sloane, Amelia Verderosa, Alana Gerber, Ariana Rodriguez, Phoebe Ramaty. Center row (L-R): 
Frances Schembri, Sarah Perl, Solo Diedhiou, Emily Kucharczyk, Emilia Stacy, Dylan Keessen. Front 
row (L-R): Emma DiValentino, Paige Wilson, Hannah Spilhaus, Quinn Ratynski, Nyah Cunniff , Merin 
Hemminger.

cookies, toss beach balls, have fun under the sprin-
kler, music and a project. Bring your own towel.

The event takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Gardiner Library off ers summer 
reading bingo for all ages

 The Gardiner Library will once again off er a sum-
mer reading bingo program for all ages. Participants 
come to the library to pick up a bingo card. Partici-
pants can read any fi ve books between now and Sep-
tember. They are encouraged to complete a Bingo 
row, but since the library wants to promote reading, 
any fi ve books will be accepted. Players then list the 
fi ve books on the book bingo card and turn it in at 
the front desk for a special prize. All book bingo 
cards turned in will also be entered in a grand prize 
drawing at the end of the summer.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.

gardinerlibrary.org.    

A bus trip for seniors to enjoy big 
band music on Wednesday, July 24 

Seniors are invited to enjoy the sounds of the Big 
Band Sound on Wednesday, July 24 at Vanderbilt 
Mansion in Hyde Park. Sign up for the bus trip that 
will leave the New Paltz Community Center at 5:30 
p.m. Bring a snack and a folding chair.

Seating is limited to 20, so reserve your seat by 
calling 255-2512.

Outdoor theatre event rescheduled

 “Sky Above, Earth Below,” an improvisational 
performance of stories told by audience members, 
has been rescheduled for this Sunday, July 21, 6:30 
p.m., at the Rail Trail Cafe, located at 310 River Road 
Extension in New Paltz. Stories from the natural 
world -- a memory, a moment from right now, a vi-
sion or hope for the future -- will be enacted on the 
spot by Hudson River Playback Theatre’s perform-
ers, along with music.

 The Rail Trail Café, serving food and drinks, is 
right beside the parking lot on Stone Mountain Farm 
off  Springtown Road. 

Admission is free and all are welcome.

La Strada to be shown
at St. Joseph Church

St. Joseph Church in New Paltz will show the fi lm 
La Strada on Sunday, July 21, 1 p.m., in the church 
hall.

This classic fi lm is directed by Federico Fellini 
and in the Italian neorealist tradition stars Anthony 
Quinn and Giulietta Masina and deals with themes of 
redemption and hope.

Refreshments will be served and there will be a 
discussion after the fi lm. All are welcome to attend.

Harry potter party and movie night 
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host a Harry Potter 
Party and Movie Night on Friday, July 26 from 6 to 
9 p.m. Pick up an invitation at the circulation desk, 
or just show up for a night of potions, magical fare, 
hovering owls and mysterious mailings. Attendees 
can bring their own broom to decorate and make a 
Golden Snitch and wand. The night will consist of a 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone movie viewing, 
along with themed snacks and mystical fun.

The program takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Corrections

In last week’s article entitled The GOAT, the New 
Paltz Times wanted to point out that the Duzine as-
sistant principal before Barbara Clinton was Laurie 
Cassel. When Cassel accepted another position, it 
was Debora Banner who became the assistant prin-
cipal at Duzine and helped to school Clinton in el-
ementary education principles and policies.

Also, the March on Washington that Clinton attend-
ed as a young college student. was in May of 1970.

Our apologies.

Fully Licensed & Insured

Heating - Air Conditioning - Refrigeration - Plumbing

845.406.0939
forestairhvac.com 

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine 
with an Irish Twist!

– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

Irish Music 
Every Thursday Night at 7:30pm!

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Our screened porches & patio are  OPEN!

DELICIOUS FRESH PRODUCE 
PICKED EVERY DAY!

Open 7 Days 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

Homegrown Raspberries!
Plus Kale, Swiss Chard, 

Lettuces, Summer Squash, 
Green Beans and More!

Cider Donuts & More at the Bakery!
Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream!

Fresh-cut flower bouquets 
picked daily from our garden!
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Kiddie pool closed three days
for mechanical problem

The little person’s pool at Moriello Park in New 
Paltz was down for half the week last week, but 
it’s up and running again according to New Paltz 
Town Supervisor Neil Bettez, who admitted surprise 
it took as long as it did to solve the problem. “We 
thought the pump was broken,” and since it’s small 
enough to lift out and move, brought it to a mechan-
ic in Kingston. However, a replacement pump didn’t 
solve the problem, and an electrician was brought in 
to look at all the wiring and connections overnight. 
That seems to have done the trick, and tykes can 
now return to splashing in the shallow waters.

Rumors suggested that the problem was tied to 
inappropriate defecation, but Bettez confi rmed that 
this was not the case. On the other hand, poop in the 
pool is a real problem. Bettez brings his own chil-
dren to Moriello daily, and it seems to him that fecal 
release events are on the rise. “They happen almost 
daily,” he said, with three or four incidents over the 
recent holiday weekend. Once an escaped fl oater is 
identifi ed, the pool is cleared because cleanup isn’t 
simple. After the errant turd is secured, chemicals 
must be added to the water to eliminate potentially 
dangerous microbes. It takes 35 minutes for those 
chemicals to rebalance, and until then, “we’re just 
sitting around. It’s pretty annoying. I wish people 
would use swim diapers.” The lack of appropriate 
swimwear could be tied to the fact that the dookie 
alerts only seem to happen in the big pool per the su-
pervisor’s recollection. He speculates that parents of 
slightly older children might underestimate the bow-
el control of their youngsters. There is no test which 
could be used to identify the owner of a given stool 
sample, and Bettez admits that if the attendance re-
cords were compared to the events, “I’d be a prime 
suspect.” To date, no one has taken responsibility 
for any of this year’s fragrant additions.

-- Terence P Ward

New Paltz named one of the best 
small towns in America by Buzzfeed

New Paltz was recently named one of the 26 best 
small towns in America by Buzzfeed.

Well, sort of.
Every year a few local towns pop up on lists like 

these. Usually, a writer provides a few paragraphs of 
description. In this case, Buzzfeed outsourced the 
job to readers and found images on Instagram.

Here’s the write-up, provided by user “emilyp-
46ba393d4”:

“This town is set right on a mountain range so the 
views are incredible and there are so many beautiful 
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Francois Barcomb of New Paltz
and James Holzhauer are  returning to
Jeopardy! for the Tournament of Champions

F
RANCOIS BARCOMB OF New Paltz, who won the Jeopardy! Teachers Tournament in May, 
will be one of the 15 contestants in the game show’s upcoming Tournament of Champions 
to air November 4-8 and November 11-15. Among the other 15 top competitors set to face 
off  for the $250,000 grand prize is James Holzhauer, who recently won 32 consecutive 

Jeopardy! games and amassed more than $2.4 million in winnings. 
Barcomb, a physics teacher at Hendrick Hudson High School in Westchester County, was 

crowned Teachers Tournament champion on the episode that aired May 17, securing the top prize 
of $100,000. 

The Tournament of Champions, like most Jeopardy! tournaments, will whittle its starting fi eld 
of 15 down to three fi nalists by way of fi ve quarterfi nal games and three semifi nal games. The 
winners of the quarterfi nal games, along with the four high scorers among the non winners, will 
advance to the semifi nals. The three semifi nal winners then will play in the championship round.

The championship round consists of two games, and the player with the highest two-game 
money total will be the winner. The guaranteed minimum prize for the champion is $250,000.

Besides Barcomb and Holzhauer, the Jeopardy! Tournament of Champions will feature Josh Hill, 
Ryan Fenster, Kyle Jones, Rob Worman, Alan Dunn, Steven Grade, Eric R. Backes, Anneke Garcia, 
Lindsey Shultz, Emma Boettcher (who dethroned Holzhauer), Gilbert Collins, Rachel Lindgren 
and Dhruv Gaur (who won the College Tournament).

LAUREN THOMAS

Francois Barcomb.

hikes. It’s an artsy, small town in a rural area with a 
great Main Street, featuring funky local businesses 
and awesome restaurants.”

You can’t really argue with that.
Will New Paltz’s inclusion on this prestigious list 

lead to a deluge of summer tourists, causing its great 
Main Street to become even more of a parking lot on 
Friday afternoons than it was already would be? If 
you’re the owner of a funky local business or awe-
some restaurant, you probably wouldn’t mind that. 
In Saugerties, local offi  cials eager to boost tourism 
played up its inclusion on a 2009 list by Budget Trav-

el, even convincing the state to let them put a sign on 
the Thruway boasting of its confi rmed coolness. (But 
apparently, Saugerties’ cool-factor peaked in that 
year, because it hasn’t made the list since.)

But for most residents, the less national attention 
the better. The recent closure of a popular swimming 
hole in the Millstream in Woodstock was blamed on 
overcrowding due to its repeated inclusion in online 
lists of the best places to swim in the Hudson Valley 
and Upstate New York.

A blessing and a curse, indeed.
-- William Dendis

 Vehicle break ins reported
 in New Paltz

According to the New Paltz Police Department, 
numerous complaints have been received about ve-
hicles having their windows broken and personal 
property removed.  In all cases, items were left in 
plain view on the front or rear seats.    

New Paltz police would like to remind everyone to 
be sure when leaving their vehicles, not to leave any 
personal items in plain view such as pocketbooks, 
handbags, cell phones, tablets, cash and any other 
items of value.   

 Chief Joseph Snyder requests residents and visi-
tors alike to be aware of their surroundings and to 
report any type of suspicious activity or subjects that 
may be walking around vehicles and looking in win-
dows.

YOU PICK IT OUT. WE'LL PACK
AND SHIP IT WITH CARE.
We now offer Printing Services!
• Printing, Laminating, Binding
• Passport Photos
• Fax, Copy, Scan
• MailBox Rental

2600 SOUTH RD RTE 9 STE 44
In Poughkeepsie Plaza near Marshall’s
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12601
store4282@theupsstore.com

845-454-3505
Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Sat-Sun 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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by Terence P Ward

G
OVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO has been 
pushing his "climate-smart communities" 
initiative by dangling more opportunities 
for state aid in front of local leaders as an 

incentive. Thanks to a grant secured last year, New 
Paltz leaders are all in and have made more prog-
ress preparing for the future than those in any other 
small communities statewide. At their joint meeting 
on July 10, they received a vulnerability assessment 
report in which the climate future of the commu-
nity was extrapolated from current data. Within 30 
years, New Paltz residents should be prepared for a 
balmier climate such as what's now seen in St. Louis, 
Missouri. As average temperatures rise, the num-
ber and length of heat waves and dry spells will in-
crease, as will the number of fl ooding events from 
extreme precipitation. At the same time, winters will 
also gradually warm, turning some snowstorms into 
more rain. Eighty years on, New Paltz might be more 
like Charlotte, North Carolina.

New Paltz is in a good position for this kind of 
study. Weather data has been collected for over 
100 years at the Skytop tower, and several detailed 
greenhouse gas inventories have been prepared 
for the community. Most vulnerability assessments 
are based solely on state-level data, and local data 
are likely to enhance the value of this report. Kale 
Roberts, a representative of the organization ICLEI 
(formerly called the International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives), prepared the report and 
spoke eff usively about the excellent eff orts put into 
the issue of climate change in New Paltz. The report 
off ers predictions based upon 33 diff erent climate 
models and local climate data.

The baseline for these data is the 1970s, Roberts 
explained, and the trends show big changes ahead. 
New Paltz is now a place where 97.2 degrees is about 
as high as it goes, but in 30 years that could pass 100 
degrees, and climb to 110 degrees by 2100. The num-
ber of extremely hot days will rise from the present 
10 scorchers a year to 15 in 2030, 26 in 2050, and a 
stunning 72 in 2100. Then, there's heat waves, when 
temperatures max out the thermometer for fi ve days 
straight, something which residents suff er through 
about three times a summer right now. Residents 
in 2100 should be prepared for up to 15 heat waves, 
Roberts said. He also said that the duration of heat 
waves -- right now seven days -- will get stretched 
out: nine days in 2030, 13 in 2050 and 28 in 2100. 
Roberts did not comment on how the data intersect, 
suggesting 15 28-day heat waves facing the residents 
of 2100.

Precipitation should increase only slightly, but it's 
more likely to fall in short bursts. That means more 
dry spells, and extreme rainfall -- now, more than 
two inches -- could double in volume per storm. How 
much of that's snow -- which can be moved before it 
fl oods -- will depend on the number of frost days, 
which could drop from the present 108 a year to 99 
in 2030, 89 in 2050 and 58 in 2100. That would be 
in conjunction with the average low temperatures of 
winter, which will rise from just above zero degrees 

to 14 degrees by the time 2100 is rung in.
The next step, now that there's a clearer under-

standing of the future, is the develop a plan to adapt 
to those consequences to changes which have been 
clearly established through multiple scientifi c stud-

ies as caused by human activity. There will be an 
outreach to members of the public this summer, and 
workshops with local leaders, to develop such a plan 
for New Paltz.++

Firehouse energy effi  ciency
to be studied

The new fi rehouse slated to be built on Henry W. 
Dubois Drive in new Paltz wasn't designed with ener-
gy effi  ciency in mind, despite the fact that it's largely 
to be paid for with state money and Governor An-
drew Cuomo has redirected signifi cant resources to 
address issues related to climate change. With state 
support inexplicably lacking, local offi  cials are still 
trying to do the right thing. Village trustees brought 
in local architect Rick Alfandre to make suggestions 
to improve the plans, but have since learned that 
studying how those changes would impact the cost 
of the building and its ongoing maintenance will cost 
$6,000 itself. The fi re department is a village institu-
tion and residents of the remainder of the town pay 
for fi re protection through a town-village contract. 
While town council members have no say on this de-
cision, trustees raised it at a joint meeting last week 
to gather their feedback.

The elected offi  cials spent some time sharing their 
own opinions and recognizing that state offi  cials are 
pressuring them to avoid delays on this project—
even delays that seem to refl ect an important part 
of the governor's agenda, reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. Natural gas is frequently positioned as 
being a transitional energy source since it's deemed 

Meet me in St. Louis
Within 30 years, New Paltz residents should be prepared for a balmier climate

cleaner than coal, but offi  cials agreed that a fi re-
house that depended on natural gas is a bet that its 
price will remain low. An entirely electric fi rehouse 
could receive that electricity from any number of 
sources. Even if that scenario is pursued, a natural 
gas backup generator would remain part of the in-
frastructure.

Village trustees ultimately voted to pay for the 
study and accepted that it would mean a two-week 
delay in the project timeline. Both the cost and the 
time were deemed insignifi cant in the face of a mul-
timillion-dollar project for which ground is expected 
to be broken in 2020.

-- Terence P Ward

Kicking plastic to the curb

Recycling of plastic is becoming a problem, mostly 
because it's an environmental problem for which a 
market solution has been sought. "Hard" plastics 
such as clamshell food packaging are no longer ac-
cepted through the Ulster County Resource Re-
covery Agency (RRA), while the facility for County 
Waste -- a company which serves an area much 
larger than the county-- does have the equipment to 
process these materials. New Paltz village and town 
offi  cials discussed how they might be able to help at 
their July 10 joint meeting.

The RRA change has been hard on the town's re-
cycling facility, where coordinator Laura Petit and 
members of her staff  have had to spend a lot of time 
picking out materials from the containers and pro-
viding "hands-on training" to residents. A container 
that was emptied every ten days now can wait six to 
eight weeks between pulls to the nearby RRA facil-
ity, she said at the meeting. She believes the solution 
should be from the ground up: consumers should 
refuse to purchase non-recyclable containers. Vil-
lage trustee William Wheeler Murray seems to think 
that's impossible, as it's often the only option in local 
supermarkets.

Petit tried to get a price from County Waste to take 
the materials, but learned it would have to be com-
pacted fi rst. Murray wants to get another container 
just for clamshells and bring it to a facility in Beacon, 
but that's more complicated. RRA board members 
would have to give permission, for one. The truck 
which hauls the containers now only needs to go 
about a hundred yards and Petit isn't convinced it 
could make it all the way to Beacon. A way around 
the latter problem might be to chip in for a new 
truck and container with other municipal leaders 
and share the cost more widely. Those phone calls 
are now being made.

-- Terence P Ward

At their joint meeting on 
July 10, the town and village 

received a vulnerability 
assessment report in which 

the climate future of the 
community was extrapolated 

from current data. 

317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ
Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card

RAYBRADLEYFARM.COM • 845.255.8769

BEAT THE HEAT! 
EAT AT BRADLEY FARM!

Friday Happy Hour - Dry Rub Wings 
w/smoked blue cheese / grilled veggies ($13)

Mac and Cheese for the kids, 5-8 PM

SUNDAY - FISH FESTIVAL 12-3 PM 
plus Hudson Valley Seafood Pop Up Shop 

Smoked Salmon Reuben / Fried Oyster Po’boy 
with great sides and a vegetarian option ($24)

Buy tickets for both at door or online: 
bradleyfarm.bigcartel.com/

OPEN HOUSE 
August 3rd and 4th 

845-514-0921 

SAVE 
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STONE RIDGE  | BUSINESS

LAUREN THOMAS

Emmanuel’s Marketplace on Route 209 in Stone Ridge has been bought by Albert Rodriguez, who also owns the My 
Town Marketplace store in Rosendale.

by Frances Marion Platt

W
ITH SHAWANGUNK AND Catskill vis-
tas revealed around every bend in its 
meandering country roads, and lush 
orchards and fertile alluvial cornfi elds 

sprawling in every direction, Stone Ridge is an al-
luringly lovely place to live. But such rural beauty 
has its down side: being inconveniently equidistant 
from such necessary evils of modern life as large 
chain stores.

For the past couple of decades, residents of the 
hamlet have relied on Emmanuel’s Marketplace to 
supply their grocery needs. Located at 3853 Main 
Street (Route 209) on the south side of town, about 
half a mile before Route 213 turns east towards High 
Falls, it’s the anchor store in the Stone Ridge Towne 
Centre, a mini-mall that also includes a bank, a drug-
store, a pizzeria, a Chinese restaurant, a donut shop, 
a liquor store, a fl orist and, right next door, a pet 
shop called Emmanuel’s Pet Agree. The complex is 
an odd nugget of suburban slickness on the outer 
edge of a tightly clustered village dotted with his-
toric stone buildings, but it serves an important pur-
pose for locals and weekenders, saving them long 
car trips into bigger towns like Kingston for staples.

Like a certain time-traveling doctor’s phone box, 
Emmanuel’s is bigger on the inside than it looks 
from the road, and given its remoteness, the goods it 
off ers are surprising in their high quality, freshness 
and variety. Longtime owner Emmanuel Geronda-
ras has always emphasized locally sourced prod-
ucts, and second-homeowners used to the diversity 

of New York City food markets have had little reason 
for disappointment when they shop there.

So, it is with some trepidation that residents have 
been responding on social media to the news that 
Gerondaras has moved on, and Emmanuel’s – as well 
as the adjoining pet shop – has had a change of own-
ership, eff ective June 7. It’ll retain its name at least 
until renovations are completed in 2020, and new 
owner Albert Rodriguez wants to reassure anyone 
nervous about the change that the supermarket’s 
level of quality will be maintained, along with all its 
current employees. “It’s still Emmanuel’s for now. 
Eventually it’s going to change to My Town Market-
place after we do a remodel, early next year,” Rodri-
guez says. “Everybody stayed.”

If the name My Town rings a bell, it’s because Ro-
driguez and his wife Lisa Berrios already run two 
groceries under that name, one of them nearby. The 
Newburgh-based couple opened the fi rst My Town 
Marketplace in Highland Falls in 2011, and took over 
and radically spruced up the former Associated Su-
permarket in the Fann’s Plaza on Route 32 in Rosen-
dale in 2014.

“Nothing’s going to really change much,” says Ro-
driguez of Emmanuel’s, whose layout and selection 
he already admired. “They have a great perimeter 
of the story: produce, bakery, meats. They did a 
good job.” He also notes that both stores “use a lot 
of the same suppliers,” so regular customers should 
fi nd the same breadth of product choices to which 
they’re accustomed. Rodriguez plays down the dis-
parity in demographics between mostly working-
class Rosendalers and the more upscale population 
of Stone Ridge, with its higher concentration of sec-
ond homes: “People are people. They still want a nice 
clean place to go to. They still deserve the best service. 
The most important thing is to treat people right.”

The renovations that he has in mind won’t be radi-
cal, and Rodriguez hopes to accomplish the work 
during the overnight hours, instead of closing the 
entire store for a block of time. “Updated refrigera-
tion and lighting” are his priorities, he says, along 
with a wish to “freshen up the look,” especially in 
the point-of-sale area around the checkouts. Hav-
ing successfully brought a selection of craft beers 
and local microbrews to his Rosendale store for the 
fi rst time, he’s pondering one true innovation to Em-

manuel’s that will please beer-lovers: “Maybe doing 
a growler station.”

But mostly, Rodriguez hopes to retain the same 
clientele who have been relying on the Stone Ridge 
supermarket for some 20 years now. “For all the rea-
sons you wanted to go there, you’ll still want to go 
there,” he promises. For updates on the “new Em-
manuel’s,” visit www.mytown-marketplace.com. ++

ROSENDALE  | BUSINESS

Rosendale’s Red Brick Tavern to be 
reborn as Santa Fe Burger Bar

by Frances Marion Platt

O
NE OF ROSENDALE’S most popular 
downtown eateries and watering holes, 
the Red Brick Tavern, has been sold to 
new owners and is currently closed for 

renovations. The transfer of ownership from Billy 
and Michelle Loughlin to the group who run the San-
ta Fe restaurants in Tivoli, Woodstock and Uptown 
Kingston took place in late June. The space at 388 
Main Street (Route 213) is expected to reopen in the 
early fall of 2019 under the new name of the Santa 
Fe Burger Bar.

“We are in there and we’re working with people to 
renovate,” reports Annie Demosthenes, co-owner of 
the three Mexican restaurants with her husband Jim 
Demosthenes (a/k/a Jimmy Demos) and David Weiss, 
founder of the original Santa Fe in Tivoli. Roxana 
Guerrera, a longtime employee and now a manager 
of Santa Fe Kingston, wanted to run her own place 
and is coming in as a new partner on the Rosendale 
acquisition, Demosthenes says. “We will purchase 
the building down the road. For the time being, 
we’re leasing it and will purchase the business.”

Built in the 1890s, the brick structure was origi-
nally a lumber and coalyard and feed store, with a 
dimly lit interior that suited the working-class bar 
atmosphere of the Tavern and its predecessors, in-
cluding the long-running Ray’s. Replacing the old 
fl oor is the most signifi cant construction task to be 
done, according to Demosthenes. “We’re not going 
to change a lot inside. They already had beautiful 
tables and booths. We plan to brighten the place up 
a little bit. We’re going for an atmosphere that’s ca-
sual, comfortable and welcoming.”

One priority for the new owners is to reestablish 
outdoor dining on the patio behind the building. 
“We’re excited about expanding the back patio and 
making that a usable space,” Demosthenes enthuses. 
“It looks like the patio hasn’t been used in a while. 
We’re going to put in new fencing and nice landscap-
ing. In the Hudson Valley, where we have such long 
winters, I think people should be able to be able to 
sit outdoors whenever the sun is peeking though and 
it’s warm enough to be outside.”

The new owners decided not to have the former 
Red Brick Tavern feature Tex-Mex/Southwest cuisine 
because “the location is too close to our Kingston 
restaurant,” according to Demosthenes. “We’re very 
interested in the craft burger movement that’s going 
on right now. We’re working hard on developing the 
menu. We’ll have some delicious local brews on tap, 
and serve grass-fed craft burgers and build them out 
in several diff erent ways.” Vegetarian options and 
salmon burgers will be among the choices, she says. 
The menu will also include a variety of starters and 
salads, “outrageous and spectacular desserts” and 
a current hipster trend, “boozy milkshakes” for 
grownups.

But the plan is to make the space and menu family-
friendly as well. “We hope that everyone will enjoy 
dining there: Red Brick Tavern regulars and locals 
from Rosendale, including those who remember 
back when the tavern was known as Ray’s,” in ad-
dition to out-of-town visitors and people who come 
for outdoor recreation on the rail trail. “We’re really 
excited to get into the Rosendale community.”

Demosthenes added that the new owners will seek 
to rehire and retrain Red Brick Tavern staff  in time 
for the reopening, if they have not already moved on 
to other permanent positions. Days and hours of op-
eration have yet to be determined. Updates, includ-
ing the Grand Opening date, will be announced on 
the “New & Events” pages of the existing websites 
for the three Santa Fe restaurants, such as www.san-
tafetivoli.com, until new social media sites are cre-
ated specifi cally for the new eatery. ++

Talk of the town
Emmanuel’s Marketplace in Stone Ridge
under new management

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1



June 14, 2012  •  7  July 18, 2019 • 7  New Paltz Times 

GARDINER  | TOWN BOARD
 

GARDINER | MUSIC

Summer songwriter showcase at Gardiner Library

T
HE GARDINER LIBRARY will present a summer music series featuring Hudson Valley based 
singer-songwriters performing in the round style. The next show takes place this Saturday, 
July 20 from 2 to 4 p.m. featuring Frank McGinnis, Ciarra Fragale and Dante DeFelice. Each 
show will be held on the outdoor stage (weather permitting). This is a free, rain or shine 

event. In case of rain, the show will be held in the community room. 
McGinnis is a singer/songwriter/composer who’s lived all over the Hudson Valley for the better 

part of 15 years. He was a founding member of the band Frankie and His Fingers, has been an active 
member of the theater scene and has written and workshopped an original musical called “Safe.” 
His current main project is an indie-pop band called American Film History.

Fragale is a glitzy indie pop gal from the Hudson Valley. Her new album ‘Call It What You Will’ is 
out now.

DeFelice is an indie folk singer-songwriter from the Hudson Valley. His most recent eff orts take 
shape in the form of his hometown band named MARLBORO. Currently, DeFelice is crafting his next 
batch of songs, restoring his old 1830 home and performing around the Hudson Valley.

Future dates in the series include August 24 and September 28. For further information, call 255-
1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Frank McGinnis.

Gardiner seeks
master plan design 
for Ireland Corners
by Frances Marion Platt

I
N THE PROCESS of reviewing the town’s Com-
prehensive Plan, adopted in 2004, in order to 
determine what parts of it need updating and 
which of its recommendations have not yet 

been implemented, Gardiner town offi  cials have 
identifi ed a notable gap: the lack of a master plan 
design for the Ireland Corners hamlet. According 
to town supervisor Marybeth Majestic, the Compre-
hensive Plan mandates that such design schemes be 
drawn up for all of the town’s designated hamlets. 
“The Conway School of Design did master plans for 
all the hamlets except Ireland Corners,” she said at 
the July 9 Town Board meeting.

The supervisor added that the intersection of 
Routes 44/55 and 208 has special economic signifi -
cance in that it is a “gateway” to Gardiner from New 
Paltz and points east. It acquired its popular name in 
1865 when an Irish immigrant, Jimmy Clinton, built 
what was then known as the Ireland Corners Hotel 
on the southwest corner. More recently that build-
ing served as a restaurant, fi rst under the name of 
Benson’s and then as the Gold Fox, which closed in 
2014. The former hotel remains unoccupied, along 
with a building on the northeast corner that was an 
antiques store and before that a gas station. Majestic 
suggested that the town might wish to encourage the 
return of a hotel facility to the intersection, noting, 
“We don’t have much lodging.”

The Town Board concurred that a proposal should 
be developed to hire a planner to create the missing 
hamlet design. “It’s important to have a professional 
do this,” said councilwoman Laura Walls, noting that 
a process for public input including a design char-
rette was required under the Comprehensive Plan. 
“We also need to consider how it would complement 
the other hamlets, and not in a vacuum.” Citing the 
visual blight created by unplanned strip development 
in similar locations on Long Island, councilman David 
Dukler agreed that it was a priority that development 
at Ireland Corners be shaped by deliberate planning, 
“not whatever the marketplace says.”

Walls raised the question of whether a building 
moratorium would be needed until the hamlet mas-
ter plan could be completed, but as no proposals are 
currently pending for Ireland Corners, the board 
did not feel that such a measure would likely be nec-
essary. Majestic said that she would work with the 
town attorney to create a proposal to identify a plan-
ning fi rm to do the work. ++

ROSENDALE  | TOWN BOARD

HBO auto wreck 
shoot in Binnewater 
canceled
by Frances Marion Platt

R
OSENDALERS BRACING FOR possible traf-
fi c nightmares on the fi rst morning of this 
weekend’s Rosendale Street Festival due 
to closure of part of Binnewater Road for 

fi lming can breathe a sigh of relief. The shoot, origi-
nally scheduled to take place at night from July 17 to 
19, has been canceled, councilman Matt Igoe report-
ed at the July 10 Rosendale Town Board meeting.

The fi lm sequence for the upcoming HBO mini-
series I Know This Much Is True, starring Mark Ruf-

falo, was to involve an automobile crashing into a 
dead tree. “We’ll probably do it a hundred times,” 
location manager Nicholas Pray had told the board 
when it issued conditional approval in June. Town 
offi  cials had expressed some unease over the possi-
bility that the shoot might take longer than planned 
and require road closure to continue into the fi rst 
day of the Street Festival, when Route 213 is closed 
in downtown Rosendale and Binnewater Road typi-
cally serves as a favorite detour for motorists.

The fi lming of the collision has been relocated to 
a site in another town, Igoe said. “They found a bet-
ter tree,” affi  rmed town clerk Mandy Donald, who 

had already spent hours on the phone facilitating the 
shoot before the change in venue was announced. 
“That’s what they told me.”

Based on the 1998 novel of the same name by 
Wally Lamb, I Know This Much Is True has been fi lm-
ing for the past several months at various locations 
in the Hudson Valley, including Poughkeepsie, El-
lenville and Marbletown. Derek Cianfrance, whose 
2012 movie The Place Beyond the Pines was shot in 
the Capital District, is the screenwriter and director. 
Also in the cast are Melissa Leo, Rosie O’Donnell, Ar-
chie Panjabi, Imogen Poots, Juliette Lewis and Kath-
ryn Hahn. ++
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learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

Our Summer Sale 
Continues!

40% off Summer Clothing
& sale items throughout the store

Clothing & Gifts For All Seasons 
6 N. Front Street, New Paltz  (845) 255-6277

www.handmadeandmore.com Hours: 10-7 Daily, 10-6 Sundays
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by Jesse J. Smith

A 
FORMER COUNTY EMPLOYEE and can-
didate for the county comptroller’s offi  ce 
said last week she believes politics was 
behind her dismissal earlier this month. 

But County Executive Pat Ryan said that Lisa Cut-
ten’s removal from her post was simply him follow-
ing through on a campaign promise to eliminate du-
plicate services in county government.

Cutten has worked for Ulster County since 2006 
when she was hired as county auditor. After the new 
charter eliminated that post, she went to work for 
County Comptroller Elliott Auerbach. Later, she 
worked directly under former county executive 
Mike Hein as deputy budget director. She was then 
tapped to head up Hein’s offi  ce of Accountability, 
Compliance and Effi  ciency (ACE). The ACE team was 
assigned to monitor county fi nances while reporting 
directly to the county executive.

In May, Auerbach announced that he was stepping 
down to take a post in the offi  ce of State Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli. Cutten and Community Foun-
dations of the Hudson Valley CEO March Gallagher 
both announced plans to seek the Democratic nomi-

nation for a November election to fi ll out the remain-
der of Auerbach’s term, which ends Dec. 31 2021. On 
June 27, The Ulster County Democratic Committee 
voted to hand the party line to Gallagher. Five days 
later, on July 2, Cutten said she was called to a meet-
ing where, she said, Ryan “invited me to resign.”

“This happens a few days after the caucus with no 
warning, no conversation with [Ryan],” said Cutten. 
“It was pretty clear that it was political.”

Cutten said no one in county government had 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Lisa Cutten. 

Cutten’s cut
Was it unkind politics or a wise trim of the budget?

outright told her to drop her bid for Comptroller. 
But she recalled an incident at meeting of a town 
Democratic committee that in retrospect appeared 
ominous to her. Cutten said she was explaining her 
position at ACE while making a pitch for the commit-
tee’s support at the caucus when one member — a 
Gallagher partisan — asked, “So the county executive 
can fi re you?”

“I did not understand the seriousness of that at 
the time,” said Cutten who declined to specify which 
town committee the remark was made at or who 
made it. “I thought it was more of an academic ques-
tion.”

The last casualty of the Hein-Auerbach War?
County offi  cials deny any political motive in Cut-

ten’s dismissal. Instead, they say the ACE team was 
dissolved because it duplicated many functions of 
the comptroller’s offi  ce. Over the course of Hein’s 
decade-long tenure he waged a public and at times 
bitter war with Auerbach over the duties and pow-
ers of their respective offi  ces. Some in county gov-
ernment saw the ACE team as a means for Hein to 
undermine Auerbach’s oversight of county fi nances 
and serve as a base for the argument that Ulster 
didn’t need a comptroller at all. Cutten, who had 19 
years into the state retirement system, herself said 
that some people saw her role as “Hein’s comptrol-
ler” a characterization she disputed.

“The division I headed up was created by [Hein] 
because he thought there was a real need and it had 
real value,” said Cutten.

In a prepared statement, Ryan said the dissolution 
of the ACE unit was an example of following through 
on a core campaign promise to improve effi  ciency in 
county government. Ryan said the decision to reassign 
members the ACE team came in the process of devel-
oping a new “innovation” unit to use data and research 
to improve how county services are delivered.

“I saw an opportunity to repurpose an existing 
team, the ACE, that had signifi cant overlap with the 
Comptroller’s Offi  ce,” wrote Ryan. “County taxpay-
ers should not have to pay twice for the same ser-
vice.” ++
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Mission Center Food Pantry in Highland, so 
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offices for the month of July.
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“After our very first meeting it was clear, 
Vikki was not trying to sell us a house,  
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COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
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Gardiner Gables    2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525
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The Law Offices of 
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NEW PALTZ  | SCHOOL BOARD

by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE NEW PALTZ Central School District 
Board of Education offi  cially launched the 
2019-2020 school year at their annual re-
organization meeting on Wednesday, July 

10. District Clerk Dusti Callo administered the oath 
of offi  ce to recently-elected board members, Sophia 
Skiles and Bianca Tanis. Skiles is beginning her sec-
ond term and Tanis is a fi rst-time member of the 
board. Both were elected to serve three-year terms 
to run through June 30, 2022.

Trustee Kathy Preston was chosen by her col-
leagues as board president for the next year with 
last year’s board president, Michael O’Donnell, tak-
ing the oath as vice-president.

There will be three Board of Education meetings 
over the summer, on July 24, August 7 and August 21, 
all at 6 p.m. in the district offi  ce conference room. 
In September, a workshop meeting will be held on 
September 4 at the high school at 7 p.m. and a busi-
ness meeting at the district offi  ces on September 18 
at 6:30 p.m.

A complete listing of all board appointments and 
designations for the 2019-20 school year may be 
viewed at http://www.newpaltz.k12.ny.us/. ++

Hiring for diversity in the schools

At the recent business meeting of the New Paltz 
Central School District Board of Education on 
Wednesday, July 10, it was noted that the district 

has changed their hiring policy in order to encour-
age diversity in applicants. But new trustee Bianca 
Tanis said she believes the New Paltz district may be 
discouraging a number of applicants who might oth-
erwise expand the range of diversity in New Paltz by 
asking all potential candidates to supply more infor-
mation than is perhaps relevant for an applicant at 
the very beginning stage of the hiring process.

No other school district in the region asks for the 
amount of material New Paltz requires, she said: 
applicants are asked to provide an unoffi  cial col-
lege transcript, a writing sample and three letters 
of recommendation along with their initial inquiry. 
Tanis made it clear she did not dispute the necessity 

of asking for the offi  cial transcript and other materi-
als once an applicant has been screened and made 
it to the interview stage, but wondered if the district 
would get a more diverse fi eld of applicants for posi-
tions if they made the process easier.

And not only does it take less eff ort to apply to oth-
er districts, she added, candidates might not wish to 
reveal their plans to move on by asking their current 
employers for those letters of recommendation at a 
stage in the process where they haven’t made it to 
the interview stage.

Trustee Teresa Thompson disagreed with the 
premise, saying she’d like to keep the hiring process 
as it is. She disputed the diffi  culty of providing all 
of the materials asked for, because she’d obtained a 
copy of her son’s transcript online that very day and 
it took only a matter of minutes, she said. 

Deputy Superintendent of Schools Michelle Mar-
toni, sitting in at the meeting for Superintendent of 
Schools Maria Rice, seemed inclined to agree with 
Thompson, noting that she likes to have all of the in-
formation asked for in the early stages of hiring in or-
der to fully consider a candidate. But trustee Sophia 
Skiles said she thought the board should give the is-
sue some more thought, as Tanis (who is a special 
education teacher in the Suff ern Central School Dis-
trict), is more familiar with the hiring process from a 
potential teacher’s point of view.

The New Paltz Central School District has yet to 
hire three principals for the upcoming school year, 
for Duzine and Lenape elementary schools and for 
New Paltz High School. The district did announce 
the hiring of Meryle Lederer as interim principal at 
Lenape Elementary School eff ective July 8 through 
August 31 at a salary of $7,000.

-- Sharyn Flanagan  

Taking care of business
New Paltz Central School District Board of Education
holds reorganizational meeting

Trustee Kathy Preston was 
chosen by her colleagues as 
board president for the next 

year with last year’s board 
president, Michael O’Donnell, 

taking the oath
as vice-president.

LAUREN THOMAS

The New Paltz School Board (L-R): Bianca Tanis, Diana Armstead, Sophia Skiles, Kathy Preston, Michael O'Donnell and 
Teresa Thompson. Not pictured: Glenn LaPolt.
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Our Pets are Individuals
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by Terence P Ward

T
WO LONGTIME NEW Paltz residents, Vic-
tor and Pascal Guirma, have never stopped 
thinking about how diff erent their lives 
might have been had they remained in 

the village of their birth rather than coming to New 
Paltz, the village that they have considered home 
since they were young boys in the 1960s. It's been 
their lifelong dream to bring to the residents of Guir-
gho, which is deep inside the West African nation of 
Burkina Faso, the same kinds of opportunities that 
they've experienced here in the Hudson Valley. A 
fundraiser organized by the "Friends of Guirgho" to 
support those eff orts will be held on July 21 at Gar-
van's, starting at 1 p.m.

The Guirma brothers were born in what was then 
known as Upper Volta, a region that was being transi-
tioned from French colonization to independence. It 
is a place of high poverty and low education, punctu-
ated by political upheaval, droughts and fl oods. The 
region was a popular target for slave raids as early 
as the 16th century, and by the 1700s Christian mis-
sionaries and European imperialists were looking 
to exploit the native people in various ways. Jesuit 
priests established schools, but villagers were afraid 
to send their children to these institutions. The Guir-
mas were members of the Mossi tribe, whose em-
peror -- the Mogho Naaba -- became friendly with the 
Europeans and decreed that all chiefs should send a 
son to one of these schools to receive western educa-
tion. Their grandfather was tapped because he was 
the second son, and was considered "expendable," 
and at eight years of age was tied up and sent off  to 

the school. No one in Guirgho expected ever to see 
him again. Eight years later he returned, the only lit-
erate person in the community, and now a staunch 
supporter of Jesuit education. All his children and 
several of his siblings were similarly educated.

Frédéric Guirma, father of Victor and Pascal, used 
his education to become the country's fi rst ambassa-
dor to the United States and permanent representa-
tive to the United Nations when Upper Volta became 
an independent nation in 1960. In a largely French-
speaking country, he stood out for being able to 
speak English. His children could not, and had a lot 
of learning to do when he brought his family to this 
country. Pascal vividly recalls his fi rst-grade teach-
ers looking for someone who could speak French to 
him. Victor's teacher made his arrival into a learn-
ing opportunity: "I introduced myself to the class in 
English, and [his classmates] responded in French." 
Within three months, they were mainstreamed into 
regular classes.

"We swam through some deep water," said Pascal.
While other family members eventually returned 

to Burkina Faso, Pascal and Victor Guirma both 
chose to stay. Victor, the elder, graduated high 
school in New Rochelle where they fi rst settled and 
stayed for a short time with an uncle in Hyde Park 
while he considered his options. "I was looking at 
SUNY Buff alo," he recalled, but his uncle cautioned 
him against being so far from his brother. Instead, he 
opted to attend New Paltz.

Nevertheless, said Pascal, "Distance has not erod-
ed the connection to home."

Despite the benefi ts of education demonstrated 
in their family, the literacy rate in Burkina Faso re-

mains very low, with only one-third of adults able to 
read and write. It's a nation with a rising population 
that's straining the old French school system, which 
includes a critical exam given to all fi fth graders to 
determine if they will continue in school at all. In ru-
ral schools like the one in Guirgho, which receives 
little in the way of support, the pass rate for this test 
is extremely low. The test is administered in French, 
which is spoken and taught in the schools, but chil-
dren speak their native More at home and seldom 
master French. Victor and Pascal learned English in 
part by watching American cartoons, but in Guirgho 
children have no television and never hear French 
spoken outside of the classroom. Moreover, the 105 
fi fth graders preparing for this important test in 
Guirgho had only a handful of textbooks and had to 
take turns reading aloud and simply listening.

The local school has other problems. There's no 
running water, and no air conditioning. "Can you 
imagine sitting in a classroom that's 100 degrees, try-
ing to stay awake while listening to someone read?" 
asked Pascal. It's not just high temperatures which 
impact concentration: carbon dioxide which accu-
mulates when air doesn't circulate brings on drowsi-
ness. They solved one of those problems when they 
visited with a few New Paltz friends, including for-
mer school board president Bob Rich, by bringing 
enough texts for all the children.

Among the values of the Mossi people is honoring 
one's ancestors. Pascal explained that, for example, 
it's typical for one to pour the fi rst drops of a drink 
onto the ground in remembrance of those who have 
gone before. While he and Victor are well established 
in the United States, they continue to seek ways to 

It takes a village to help a village
New Paltz residents Victor and Pascal Guirma help to provide state-of-the-art educational 

resources to the residents of Guirgho 

LAUREN THOMAS

A New Paltz-based organization is involved in an ongoing project to bring 21st-century educational tools and technology to a remote rural village 
in West Africa. The village of Guirgho lies in the center of Burkina Faso, a small land locked country with few resources.  The organization was 
inspired and initiated by Victor and Pascal Guirma, two New Paltz residents, in association with their friends and family.  The Guirma Brothers were 
born n what is now Burkina Faso, and have had a life-long dream to give back to their ancestral community.  Now, one village has reached across 
the ocean to help another realize its hopes and dreams for their children's potential. The group has already provided Guirgho's teachers with 
computers, printers and projectors, along with technical training in their use, as well as much needed textbooks and school supplies.  A group is 
returning to the village in September to refurbish the schools in order to set the stage for the next phase of the project. They are having their first 
annual Auction for Education fundraiser at Garvan's on July 21 from 1 to 4 p.m. Pictured are: Victor Guirma, Pascal Guirma (with young PJ Guirma), 
Mary Guirma, Bob Rich, Lina Gingold, Terry Betterton, Jim Ulrich and Scott Goldstein.
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honor their ancestral village. "Our dream is to give 
back," Pascal said, and they don't want to stop with 
just a few textbooks. Their next step was to bring in 
some computers, but that led to the next challenge: 
the teachers, dedicated as they were, had never seen 
computers before, much less used them for teaching. 
They needed training in their use, and according to 
reports were quite enthusiastic. There's no internet 
access, but the software is already transforming how 
they do their jobs. Now, instead of tracking grades 
entirely on paper, they can be tabulated on spread-
sheets, allowing more time to actually teach. Gone 
are the days when villagers feared schools, but much 
more must be done to fully embrace them.

The brothers are aware that bringing in outside 
money and ideas to a place like Guirgho can be dis-
ruptive, even if it's done by native-born people like 
themselves. "We don't want to change the system," 
Pascal explained, "we want to add technology to 
help." Their next goal is building a resource room, a 
space to help teachers manage children at diff erent 

points in their educational journeys. Fast learners 
could use the resource room for more independent 
study, while those needing a bit more support could 
get the needed attention there. New Paltz architect 
Rick Alfandre has designed a space for that purpose. 
In addition to technology, the structure will be de-
signed to foster learning by improving air circulation 
and lowering the oven-like temperature. Air condi-
tioning is not yet feasible given the lack of electricity, 
but they are looking at passive solar fans to move the 
air.

More technology also means that the daunting 
challenge of updating textbooks could become a 
thing of the past. Traditionally, children have had 
to leave home to receive more advanced education, 
although today they probably aren't going to be tied 
up for the journey. Pascal and Victor Guirma want 
to bring education to them through technology, al-
lowing them to earn degrees at a distance and then 
decide if they wish to leave the village. That's also 
good for university campuses, where there simply 
isn't enough physical space should all children at-
tend in this country were most citizens are under 18 
years of age.

These plans could radically change lives in Guir-
gho, but they must be implemented in smaller steps, 
such as training teachers to use computers before in-
troducing them to the children. A new building is a 
larger goal toward which they are working, but fi rst 
they have been addressing broken desks, a dearth 
of books and a latrine which had collapsed leaving 
children to head for the bushes when nature calls. 
"It's step by step," said Rich.

Even feeding students is a signifi cant challenge. 
Schools are sent an allotment of rice in January, 
but school starts in October. Lunchtime without 
food is a dreary time at the Guirgho school, when 
children listless from hunger express no joy or de-

Helping the children of this 
tiny village is personal to 
the Guirma brothers, but 

they also see it as part of a 
solution to global problems. 
“People who are unschooled 

can become desperate,” 
explained Pascal, and that’s 
a factor that contributes to 

human migration. 

sire to play. "These are farmers," noted Pascal. "Why 
do they need to wait for food?" To help in that area, 
he and Victor have turned to members of the Bru-
derhof community, who provide all their own food, 
for guidance and ideas. They want to implement a 
school garden with that help.

Helping the children of this tiny village is personal 
to the Guirma brothers, but they also see it as part 
of a solution to global problems. "People who are 
unschooled can become desperate," explained Pas-
cal, and that's a factor that contributes to human 
migration. The mass crossings of the Mediterranean, 
the waves of unaccompanied minors arriving at the 
southern border of this country, and similar situa-
tions lead to political turmoil and widespread suf-
fering. The brothers believe that better education 
can help provide people with tools they need to stay 
where they are, which most people in dire straits 
would prefer if they had that alternative. Even if mi-
gration is necessary, more education brings with it 
better skills, and better skills make those migrants 
more valuable wherever they end up. Right now, 
people who leave Guirgho seeking opportunity are 
more likely to end up working as gardeners in Japan 
or sweeping streets in Europe. If they had the skills 
to secure better-paying jobs, they would, in turn, be 
able to support their families back home better, ide-
ally helping to break the cycle of poverty.

Those in New Paltz who help in this eff ort could 
get more than just a good feeling, as well. "Learning 
is two ways," said Pascal. His wife Mary, a teacher at 
New Paltz's middle school, was amazed by the class-
room control exhibited by teachers in Guirgho. "The 
teachers left their rooms to greet us when we ar-
rived, and there was not a peep from the children," 
he said.

The culture there is one which, despite mind-
boggling poverty, produces neither the shantytowns 
or the beggars which are prevalent in other parts of 
the world. Rich has seen these in Buenos Aires and 
Mexico City and expected the same in Burkina Faso. 
"I've done a lot of traveling," observed Rich, "and this 
is one place where I never felt unsafe, even at night."

The ancient concept of hospitality is not dead 
here, either: Pascal remembers their mother telling 
them of week-long walks she would take from the 
village, surviving by knocking on a stranger's door 
and asking for food and shelter. "To be poor here is 
cruel," he said, while "there you always have some-
one to feed you. We can learn from that."

As in much of Africa, Burkina Faso is a place where 
"skipping copper" is preferred: rather than install 

power lines to bring in electricity, the brothers want 
to see solar become the norm. "It's right by the equa-
tor," said Victor, and getting enough sunlight isn't go-
ing to be the problem. "We'd like for them to get solar 
from the start."

Rich has known the brothers for many years, and 
their dream of bringing education resonated with 
him deeply. "Education was my key to a better life," 
he said. Growing up in poor conditions, Rich bene-
fi ted from many government programs. "We ate gov-
ernment cheese, I got a public education" and used 
government aid to become the fi rst in his family to 
attend college. "I'm interested in giving back by pay-
ing it forward."

Paying it forward right now involves recruiting lo-
cal craftspeople to make the journey, to help repair 
buildings and broken desks and to teach natives how 
to do the same. Eventually, it might mean bringing in 
rototillers to do work which is now done entirely by 
hand, improving agricultural outcomes. On this Pas-
cal expresses a diff erence in philosophy from those 
who run Heifer International, a charity best known 
for giving people in such places livestock. "They 
want to provide correct technology for the area, 
and would rather give an animal for plowing than 
a machine because no one knows how to repair it. 
There are mopeds everywhere over there, and they 
get repaired."

The Guirma brothers are deliberately looking to go 
small. They are not trying to stop the Chinese from 
building coal-fi red power plants in Kenya (which Pas-
cal calls "backward"), or address issues of pandemics 
and terrorism. Instead, they believe their approach 
is one which can be replicated village by village, 
thereby eroding the causes of those bigger prob-
lems. Where representatives of other organizations 
seek to extract something in return for aid—natural 
resources, perhaps, or commitment to a particular 
religion—they off er their help without any strings.

Help is off ered also with much optimism. Given 
the diffi  cult conditions, that 30% of students pass 
the national exams is "amazing," according to Pas-
cal, who wonders how much they could contribute 
to the greater world if given a chance. He is confi -
dent that someone in this or a similar school might, 
someday, fi nd the cure for cancer.

The fundraiser to help those in Guirgho will be 
held this Sunday,  July 21, 1 to 4 p.m., at Garvan's, 
located at 215 Huguenot Street. More information 
about the project can be found at friendsofguirgho.
org. ++
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Ulster bag ban goes live

T
HE SUN ROSE Monday, July 15 on a new 
era in Ulster County shopping. That day, 
the county’s new Bring Your Own Bag law 
took eff ect, banning the ubiquitous plastic 

shopping bags from most commercial settings in 
the county. The act forbids retailers from providing 
customers with single-use plastic bags at the point 
of purchase. 

Shoppers are strongly encouraged to bring reus-
able bags with them, If they don’t, stores can charge 
them a nickel per paper bag.

With this move, the county anticipates the state-
wide act, scheduled for 2020 enforcement.

Why not just recycle? The evidence is clear. Fewer 
than fi ve percent of single-use plastic bags in Ulster 
were being recycled. It costs more to recycle a plas-
tic bag than to make a new one.

The act applies to establishments engaged in the 
retail sale of personal, consumer or household items, 
including but not limited to pharmacies, grocery 
stores and supermarkets, convenience stores and 
food marts, apparel stores, home centers, hardware 
stores, stationery and offi  ce supply stores, farmers’ 
markets and open-air fl ea markets. It does not include 
food-service establishments outside grocery stores, su-
permarkets, convenience stores or food marts.

The county identifi es plastic bags at least 4 mm 
thick and fabric bags, as well as recyclable paper 
bags, as acceptable reusable bags. A recyclable pa-
per bag is a paper bag that contains no old-growth 
fi ber, is 100 percent recyclable overall, contains a 
minimum of 40 percent post-consumer recycled 
content, and displays the word “Recyclable” on the 
outside of the bag.

Exporting Volunteers Day

This summer WAiV — the Woodstock Volunteers 
Day Committee is launching a campaign to share the 
heartening idea of celebrating a Volunteers Day — A 
Day of Gratitude, throughout the Hudson Valley. It’s 
a day in which all the volunteers from all community 
organizations both current and retired are thanked 
and celebrated for the contributions that they give 
to our communities. 

Each town, city, community and individual is be-
ing encouraged to remember the volunteers in their 
lives. Each town and community can choose to cel-
ebrate Volunteers Day in its own manner, to make it 
their own, but be sure to include all volunteers both 
current and retired.

The idea started in Woodstock 15 years ago, and 
has been celebrated ever since. This year’s event 
is August 17, and everyone’s invited. Contact WAiV 
through the www.volunteersday.org website, or 
email info@volunteersday.org for information. The 
music concert is free, and the event is open to the 
public. 

Work at dumps not stopping

Despite an order from the state Department of 
Conservation to shut down, neighbors say trucks 
keep coming in to Joe Karolys’ controversial con-
struction and demolition debris dumps in Sau-
gerties. Mike Ferraro, who lives across the street 
from Karolys’ Route 212 property, which contains 
both Karolys’ home and one of his dumps, estimated 
that six trucks a day are coming into the site — more 

than the four a day usually seen before the DEC’s 
July 2 stop-work order.

“I have proof of what I see here. I have proof of 
what’s going on for anyone who wants to see it,” said 
Ferraro, who has a video camera trained on the site 
24 hours a day. “By violating these state laws that 
you’re bluntly violating, why aren’t they hauling him 
off  in handcuff s?”

“DEC is pursuing an enforcement action that will 
include penalties and site cleanup for the continuing 
violations at all three Karolys properties,” agency 
spokeswoman Maureen Wren wrote in an email to 
Ulster Publishing.

“The DEC has asked me to start implementation of 
erosion and sediment control measures on my prop-
erties,” wrote Karolys in his own email to Ulster Pub-
lishing. “I have been bringing in aggregate materials 
to improve my site on Route 212 and will continue to 
improve the site conditions to mitigate dust and run-
off  ... [and] do grading work.” As an aside, Karolys 
also wrote that he planned to develop the Fel Qui 
property into a solar farm.

 -- Christina Coulter
 

A key for Cindy

It was quite a surprise for Cindy Cashdollar when, 
during the June 30 show at Levon Helm Studios, 
where the slide- and steel-guitar player was perform-
ing with Asleep at the Wheel, Woodstock town su-
pervisor Bill McKenna and Rennie Cantine appeared 
on the stage and presented her with the Key To The 
City.  

“She had no knowledge of it,” said McKenna. 
"Asleep graciously allowed us to do it in the middle 
of their show .... She’s actually the fi rst one [to re-
ceive the honor] born and raised in Woodstock .... 
The Key to the City is an honor, Woodstock honoring 
its artists."

Cashdollar, a descendant of Albert Cashdollar, 
a town supervisor from 1932 to 1943 whose family 
ran the Locust Grove Dairy Farm, confi rmed her 
surprise. She had previously toured with the band 
for years, while living in Austin, Texas, but moved 
back home to Woodstock several years ago. “It was 
so nice. I thought it was really cool. I'm very happy 
to be part of the occasion.”

What’ll she do with the key? Cashdollar replied, 
“I’m going to fi nd all the skeletons and open all the 
closets ....”

Lincoln Park project gets neg dec

During a four-minute special meeting on Tuesday, 
July 10, Ulster’s town board unanimously approved 
a resolution issuing a conditioned negative State 
Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) declaration 
for the proposed Lincoln Park Grid Support Center. 
While the resolution allows the project to continue 
moving forward, there is still work to be done before 

it’s fully approved.
“This is a conditional negative declaration with 

regard to the Lincoln Park Grid Support Center proj-
ect,” said town attorney Jason Kovacs prior to the res-
olution vote by councilmen. “This resolution would 
not approve the project in totality. It’s still pending 
before the planning board, and there’s a subdivision 
[relating to the project] pending before the plan-
ning board. And then this project, if approved by the 
planning board, would come back to the town board 
for fi nal site plan review and approval.”

The once-controversial project faced strong public 
opposition before announcing last February plans to 
eliminate all fossil-fuel generators from the initial 
proposal as part of a hybrid design, instead opting 
for a battery-only system. The change was heralded 
by former critics of the project.

 – Crispin Kott

Prison for convicted molester

A Saugerties man caught in the act of attempt-
ing to molest a “physically helpless” person at the 
Northeast Center for Special Care in Lake Katrine 
was sent to prison last week.

Juan Torres-Hernandez, 49, of 108 Livingston 
Street was sentenced July 10 in Ulster County Court 
to four years in state prison followed by ten years of 
post-release supervision. He will also be required to 
register as a sex off ender, a status which will last at 
least 20 years. Further, a stay-away order of protec-
tion was issued on the victim’s behalf which will not 
expire until 2033.

According to authorities, Torres-Hernandez, a jan-
itor at the Northeast Center for Special Care, in July 
of last year “attempted to subject another person to 
sexual contact when [the victim] was incapable of 
consent by reason of being physically helpless.” An-
other staff er walked in on the incident and immedi-
ately reported it, authorities said.

The case was prosecuted by Special Victims Bu-
reau chief Katherine R. Van Loan. The defendant 
was represented by the county public defender. The 
defendant, a citizen of El Salvador, was working on a 
properly issued temporary employment visa sched-
uled to expire on September 9.

What’s buried in the cemetery?

SUNY New Paltz geology professor John Rayburn 
and two of his students came to the Woodstock 
Cemetery on June 26 with ground-penetrating radar 
equipment to determine what lies under sections of 
the property that lack gravestones. Members of the 
cemetery task force hope to fi nd unused spots that 
could someday be used for burials, either of coffi  ns 
or cremation urns.

Though some “empty” sections are probably un-
used because they’re underlaid by bedrock near the 
surface, others might contain unmarked paupers’ 
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Ulster County exec Pat Ryan holds up a cloth shopping back at the Hannaford store in Kingaston Plaza. 

LIVE LOCAL. READ LOCAL.
NEWS THAT’S RELEVANT TO YOUR LIFE.

ULSTER
PUBLISHING

NEW PALTZ TIMES   •   WOODSTOCK TIMES 
KINGSTON TIMES   •   SAUGERTIES TIMES

ALMANAC WEEKLY               845-334-8200



June 14, 2012  •  13  July 18, 2019 • 13  New Paltz Times 

graves. Both situations will show up in the radar 
data.

Rayburn agreed to survey the Woodstock Cemetery 
at no cost, as a teaching experience for his students. 
The data, which consists of 3-D slices, will be analyzed 
at the university, where the computers have fi lters and 
sophisticated processing capabilities. 

The team spent eight hours working on eight ten-
by-ten grids at various locations: the front, the hill 
containing Civil-War graves, the top of the knoll off  
to the side, and the very back of the cemetery.

Johnson named county attorney

Clint Johnson, who’s been working as an attorney 
for Ulster County government since 2009, has been 
made permanent county attorney. County executive 
Pat Ryan announced the appointment, made by him 
as per the county charter, last week. “Clint’s work 
ethic, legal knowledge, and decade of experience in 
county government make him a true asset to Ulster 
County,” Ryan stated in a press release.

After graduating from Albany Law School, John-
son worked at a private equity fi rm and as vice presi-
dent and senior counsel of Key Bank of New York. He 
presently resides in Rifton.

State orders dump shutdown

The state Department of Environmental Conser-
vation on July 1 ordered Saugerties dump owner Joe 
Karolys to stop taking in and “immediately begin re-
moving all solid waste” from his C&D debris dump-
ing sites on Route 212 and Fel Qui Road. In a letter to 
Karolys, the agency spelled out 39 total violations of 
state clean-water and solid-waste disposal laws. The 
alleged violations come after a court-ordered inspec-
tion of the sites on May 17, where samples of the ma-
terial were taken for testing.

“We’re thrilled with this letter, it verifi es every-
thing that we’ve been saying,” said Emily Sven-
son, an attorney for environmental activism group 
Catskill Mountainkeeper. “We don’t know exactly 
what will happen next. The Karolyses could chal-
lenge this violation, there could be some additional 
interaction with DEC. I’m not sure how this will play 
out, but it’s a step in the right direction.”

Gene Epstein, FNP
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Schools Student events, profi les & sports

T
EN YEARS AGO, while walking through the 
hallways of New Paltz High School (NPHS), 
Science teacher Cathy Law looked out a 
window and set her eyes upon a forgot-

ten parcel of land that consisted of little more than 
mulch, stones and weeds after an addition to the 
building isolated it from the rest of the campus. 

Fast forward to June 5, 2019. The space, now 
referred to as The Courtyard, is full of blooming 
plants, fl owers and sculptures as students, parents 
and teachers enjoy end-of-year conversation and a 
plethora of homemade food and desserts. Then, as if 
sent down from the heavens, the sounds of the NPHS 
a capella group fi ll the air. 

“We call that event Music in The Courtyard and 
it is always fantastic,” Law said. “When they began 
singing, all of these teachers and students popped 
their heads out of the second-fl oor windows. It was 
a sea of smiling faces -- so awesome! Every time they 
sing I have tears in my eyes. The sound is heavenly.”

NPHS Music teacher Nicole Foti, who conducted 
the a capella group, says that when Law approached 
her three years ago with the idea of adding music to 
The Courtyard, it seemed like the perfect fi t.

“Cathy is always trying to get other teachers to use 
the garden,” Foti said. “She puts in so much hard 
work and wants everybody to use it and enjoy na-
ture. There was a jazz band one year, a chamber 
group of instrumentalists, and even our African 
Drummer class of 15 kids or so during a Lit Mag 
event. It was amazing.”

Over the past decade, celebrations like the one in 
June have become commonplace at NPHS. Consist-
ing of a Children’s Garden, Butterfl y Garden, Medici-
nal Garden, Touch Garden, Scented Garden, Geolo-
gy Garden, Sedimentary Garden, student sculptures, 
a Foot Refl exology Trail, and so much more, The 
Courtyard attracts both humans and non-humans.

However, nature isn’t always that pretty.
“That little house in the corner is called the bug 

hotel,” Law explained, pointing to a wooden struc-
ture positioned just outside one of her classroom 
windows. “It was designed for bugs to build homes. 
Next to it is a thicket and a bird bath. The birds were 
supposed to eat the bugs -- survival of the fi ttest -- but 
doves made nests on the bug hotel. We witnessed a 
dove have two babies and as another nest was be-
ing built, a red-tailed hawk landed not far away and 
stared it down. My students were like, ‘Oh no, what’s 
going to happen?’ The kids and I snuck outside as the 
red-tail hawk caught and gnawed on the bird.”

Getting the outdoor space to this point took count-
less hours of hard work by Law, community volun-
teers, students and school personnel as they tilled 
soil, built sculptures, planted a variety of plants and 
continued the general upkeep of the space. 

One particularly unique area of The Courtyard’s 
garden consists of healing plants, which were re-
searched by Law and planted by students. A sam-
pling includes St. John’s Wort (used to treat depres-
sion), feverfew (used to treat excessive migraines 
and high fevers) and witch-hazel (used as an astrin-
gent for the skin). 

Law, who raised $7,000 for The Courtyard this 
year, says without the support of outgoing NPHS 
Principal Barbara Clinton, who retired this month 
after 48 years in education, her project might not 
have gotten off  the ground.  

“That is nice of Cathy to say, but the truth is The 
Courtyard is wonderful and she deserves all the 
credit,” Clinton said. “When the addition was made 
to the building, Cathy saw the potential to create an 
outdoor space for relaxation, entertainment and 
learning. I cautioned her that it was not a funded 
item, but that didn’t faze her. The kids love it and 
she has literally created an outdoor learning envi-
ronment and I know an outdoor classroom is next 
on her Courtyard to-do list.” ++

Music teacher Nicole Foti and Science teacher Cathy Law enjoy a few moments in The Courtyard at New Paltz High 
School (NPHS).

Music teacher Nicole Foti, with a little help from her daughter, conducts NPHS a capella students at this year’s June 5 
Music in The Courtyard event at NPHS.

Music teacher Nicole Foti conducts NPHS a capella students at the June 5 Music in The Courtyard event at NPHS.

A garden grows
How a teacher's vision became reality
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SeaHawks stay undefeated

It seems to be a constant. At least in DUSO circles. 
The New Paltz SeaHawks are at 4-0 on the 2019 sea-
son with wins over Zena (328.5-282.5) on Wednesday 
and 365-245 over Rosendale on Saturday, stretch-
ing their dual-meet swim streak to an unheard of 
59-straight. And as usual, it is a perfect mix of veter-
ans and precocious newcomers like Violet D'Amour 
(is that the greatest name or what?), Abigail Forstell, 
Ella and Beckett Brassard, SaraRose Emilio, Ella Na-
the, Theo Salamone, Jasper Bacon and others.

Against Zena, it was triples for Brooke Vos (11-12 
girls), Julia Napoli (13-14 girls), Andie Psilopoulos (13-
14 girls), Ashley Benkert (15-18 girls) and Sean Giesler 
(15-18 boys); doubles for Kate Suchowiecki (11-12 
girls), Abbie Santos (15-18 girls) and Tadju Trzewik-
Quinn (15-18 boys); and solo wins for Omar Santos 

(9-10 boys), Brady Saunders (15-18 boys), D'Amour 
(8-under girls), Bacon (8-under boys), Nathe (9-10 
girls), Zofi a Trzewik-Quinn (15-18 girls), Theo Sal-
amone (8-under boys), Quinn Oremus (11-12 girls) 
and Tate Wilson (11-12 boys). In the relays, it was 
Saunders, Benkert, Abbie Santos and Geisler in the 
15-18 class.

Against Rosendale, it was triples for Tate Wilson 
(11-12 boys), Brooke Vos (11-12 girls), Abbie Santos (15-
18 girls) and Ashley Benkert (15-18 girls); doubles for 
Abigail Forstell (8-under girls), Ella Nathe (9-10 girls), 
Omar Santos (9-10 boys), , Delaney Pece (13-14 girls), 
Sean Geisler (15-18 boys), Caden Salmone (9-10 boys) 
and Andie Psilopoulos (13-14 girls); with solo wins 
for Ella Brassard (9-10 girls), Trent Suchowiecki (9-
10 boys), Logan Pece (15-18 boys), SaraRose Emilio 
(8-under girls), Beckett Brassard (8-under boys), 
Marcello Cuya (13-14 boys), Violet D'Amour (8-under 

(L-R): SeaHawks' coach Kaela Santos, with brother Omar and sister Abbie.SeaHawks' Violet D'Amour.

Ezra Engel-DiMauro
A young man with his own computer service business

by Rich Corozine

H
E'S NOT YET 14 years-old and has his own 
computer service business. It deals with 
computer security, privacy and upgrades 
for Windows, Mac OS and Linux and is-

sues like ironing out problems, showing you how to 
get the best out of each system and even re-installing 
the system. "Sometimes it's just best to get a fresh 
start," says Ezra Engel-DiMauro. He also advises on 
the best tech. products and will determine if your 
operating system (OS) is indeed...OK. And coming 
soon, he will clue you in on new technologies com-
ing down the pike.  And, oh yes, he has built his own 
computer.

"Fixing computers is fun," says Ezra. "They're my 
passion. They do exactly what I tell them to do, and 
when a user makes a mistake, it's up to me to fi x it. 
It can be updates, so the  system may be able to fi x 
itself, but if not, then it becomes fun to sort through 
issues and I feel satisfi ed that I fi xed their computer. 
It's kind of like I found the needle-in-the-haystack."

Ezra's computer service business (Ezra's Com-
puter Rescue) is the practical application of the com-
plicated knowledge of computer hardware and soft-
ware, but it goes much deeper than that. He started 
using one at age four. "It was just curiosity at fi rst and 
my interest grew over the years. Just general computer 
stuff , computer history," until at nine years-old he was 
giving a power-point demonstration at a convention in 
Bologna, Italy...in Italian! (his parents are multi-lingual) 
"It wasn't very good," says Ezra, shaking his head.

Then, a few years ago, Ezra made the acquain-
tance of Richard Schwab, a mythologist and com-

puter consultant out of Rosendale, and his world 
suddenly broadened. He began to see the computer 
as a tool to make art, specifi cally games, and Schwab 
became his mentor.

"We do projects, from general programming to 
games to visual eff ects. Presently, we're working on 
Artifi cial Intelligence (AI)," says Ezra, who recently 

partook in a Demo Party in Boston (where he was 
the only "kid' on the scene). "It's about visual eff ects, 
programming the computer to make videos with 
music from scratch, not using an editing tool...live...
no Photoshop...no pre-calculated programs...it's an 
art form...the computer as a tool for art-making. It 
can be repurposing old video-game hardware where 
one simple task can be rewarding, testing the bound-
aries. It's not easy, but when I'm doing it, it puts ev-
erything I think about in some sort of perspective...I 
realize why I'm doing it."

Building his own computer with assistance from 
his mentor, was a "powerful experience. Putting the 
parts together, remodeling it, programming it...and 
once it was built I realized what it can do...what I 
need it to do!"

"Art!" as Ezra answers his own question. "Com-
puter art. Video games immerse you in a world com-
pletely diff erent than ours, and to make them is in-
spiring," adds Ezra. "The aesthetic is of contrasting 
feelings...games have this; and the atmosphere?...
weird environmental elements add to the contrasts."

Ezra likes cooperative ventures best, like with 
Schwab, or his many international fellow gamers 
and fl edgling young artists whom he is in fairly con-
stant touch with.

"We work on things together, sharing ideas and 
concepts. The computer service is a way to earn 
money to get further into my art stuff ," says Ezra. 
"It's fun to help others, and it's important to keep 
learning how to  use the tool as a way to be creative."

If you would like Ezra to help you with your com-
puter, he can be reached at: EZCOMPRESCUE@
gmail.com. ++

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Ezra Engel-DiMauro.

girls), Taylor Burdick (9-10 boys), Nick Napoli (9-10 
boys), Abby Spillman (9-10 girls) and Fin Goldleaf 
(15-18 boys). In the relays, it was Brady Saunders, 
Benkert, Abbie Santos and Logan Pece in 15-18 class.

The SeaHawks are at Red Hook on Wednesday, 
July 17 at 5 p.m.; then return home against Hyde Park 
on Saturday, July 20 at 9 a.m.

-- Rich Corozine

Summer basketball

The New Paltz boys topped Goshen 51-47 in over-
time, as up-from-JV's Jack Rubin led the way with 
eleven points, with last season varsity-sub Justin De-
Maria adding ten points.

-- Rich Corozine
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Mia Bohler-Wragge of Walden, placed fourth in the 
Shawangunk Runners kids’ half-mile run on July 8 at 
Overcliff /Undercliff .

Shiloh and Nate Pileggi, third-generation summer 
series runners.

Steve Schallenkamp gives runners the basic rules of 
running the race at the Undercliff /Overcliff  trailhead.

PHOTOS BY ERIN QUINN

A participant in the kids’ half and one-mile fun run.

by Erin Quinn

“Running is about fi nding your inner peace, and so is 
a life well lived.”

– Dean Karnazes
 

“Running! If there’s any activity happier, more exhila-
rating, more nourishing to the imagination, I can’t 
think of what it might be. In running the mind fl ees 
with the body, the mysterious effl  orescence of language 
seems to pulse in the brain, in rhythm with our feet and 
the swinging of our arms.”

– Joyce Carol Oates

F
OR THE PAST close to a half-century, the 
Shawangunk Runners and their comrades in 
sneakers have been hosting a six-week series 
of running races for kids and adults, in vari-

ous spots throughout New Paltz, known simply as 
“the Summer Series.” This past Monday, July 8, they 
kicked off  their 46th year of dog-days-of-summer 
running at the West Trapps trailhead at the Mohonk 
Preserve with more than 230 entrants, including 31 
kids who participated in the half-mile or one-mile 
“fun run.”

“This was the most we’ve ever had,” said veter-
an Summer Series co-director Steve Schallenkamp, 
whose voice most local runners know well, as he re-
fuses to use a megaphone or any type of amplifi ed 
system to explain the rules of the running road or 
the course outlines. “If you see cones,” he will yell, 
“that means don’t run there! If you see white fl our 
arrows pointing towards a certain direction, follow 
them. If you see fl our arrows in the middle of the 
carriage roads with points on both ends, those are 
comfort arrows!”

Although the race is slated to go off  at 6:45 p.m., 
Schallenkamp can’t help but give the tiny tots some 
advice before their fun run. “Don’t go out too fast,” 
he says with a cautionary tone. “You have to save 
something for the end!”

And this is part of the charm of the Summer Series 
and the Shawangunk Runners, who might appear to 
some as a bunch of mountain goats grazing through 
the trails of the 8,000-acre Preserve, but are really 
some of the most accomplished and humble runners 
in the region.

The races also take place in various scenic loca-
tions, including Monday’s 4.7-mile loop around the 
Undercliff /Overcliff  carriage roads and the new Riv-
er-to-Ridge Trail, Williams Lake or the Wallkill Val-
ley Rail Trail. These are world-class views and with 
shaded roadways, lakeside paths and meadows rife 
with wildfl owers, all for $30 per person or $40 per 
family -- for six races!

“I think what impresses me, aside from the low 
fees, is the quality of runners that show up,” said 
Beth Glace, a longtime member of the Shawangunk 
Runners’ Club and also a veteran co-director with 
Schallenkamp of the Summer Series. “We get aver-
age fi tness enthusiasts and welcome them. However, 
we also get very fast college and high school runners, 
and that is not what most local races are dominated 
by in recent years.”

By way of evidence, some of the top fi nishers were 
throwing down fi ve-minute miles on carriage roads 
with hills. At the same time, there were octogenar-
ians, high school kids, parents pushing infants in 
baby joggers, shirtless wonders and compression-
sock-sporting studs all mixed in together. The be-
ginning of the race has family members, friends, 
competitors, contractors and professors all debating 
which direction is faster: Overcliff  to Undercliff  or 
Undercliff  to Overcliff . Most are fans of running to 
the right and striding by the rock climbers and boul-
derers on Undercliff , while a dozen or so renegades 
take off  towards Overcliff . In the end, it’s still 4.7 
miles -- or, as the race directors will say, “4.7-ish”: an-

other thing that breaks this series out of the contem-
porary obsessive/compulsive-type running culture.

Instead of trophies or medals or ribbons or dry-fi t 
shirts, those who complete the series receive one-
of-a-kind, handcrafted ceramic bowls from Most 
Precious Pottery, designed by Solveig Comer, a New 
Paltz native and runner who is also a well-known 
sculptor. Wyatt and Shiloh Pileggi -- who come from 
Shawangunk Running royalty, with mother Jan Pi-
leggi winning many a series and all of them partici-
pating in the fun runs and adult runs since they were 
kids -- were arguing over what age and what year 
they ran their fi rst summer series. Wyatt thinks he 
was 8, Shiloh believes she was 4; but regardless, here 
they are, both in their 40s, still running the series, 
Shiloh with her 8-year-old son Nate in tow, making 
him a third-generation Shawangunk Summer Series 
runner. “I barely run anymore,” said Wyatt. “This 
is one of the few races I do. I mean, it’s the Summer 
Series!”

While they have welcomed and encouraged many 
a new runner into the fold over the past four-and-a-
half decades, many of the original runners, organiz-
ers, coaches and volunteers are still guiding cars into 

parking lots, passing out cups of water at the halfway 
mark, encouraging the kids as they come towards 
the fi nish line and passing out bibs and safety pins to 
participants, as well as watermelon slices once they 
fi nish the course and the sun is setting. One avid lo-
cal runner, who did not begin lacing up his shoes un-
til his 30s, said that when he completed his fi rst race 
in the series in the 1990s, he was so thrilled to get 
the watermelon slice at the end. “I thought, ‘This is 
just perfect! They give you watermelon when you’re 
done?’”

“The mix of runners is what gives the series its 
energy, atmosphere and feel,” said Schallenkamp. 
“It’s the one time of the year when everyone runs to-
gether, from kids in the half-mile races to high school 
and college runners, age-groupers, right up to those 
still running at 80 years plus! It’s a great mix of sea-
soned runners and beginners. Plus, the places we 
run can’t be beat. We would have to do a lot wrong 
to ruin people’s evenings.” As the sun was setting 
behind the Catskill Mountains, and people were laugh-
ing, sweating, enjoying orange and watermelon slices, 
leaning against the cool surface of the white conglom-
erate rocks, it was a hard statement to argue with.

Trail mix
Shawangunk Runners launch 46th year of Summer Series

In our own backyard
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Be well
(Continued from page 1) 

at which any questions or concerns about immuni-
zation or policies may be addressed. The forum will 
be held in August before the school year begins and 

speakers will include a doctor.
The old Policy 7511 was actually more stringent 

in some ways, keeping children out of school com-
pletely if parents or guardians didn’t provide certi-
fi cation of immunization. The new state policy calls 
for parents to be “encouraged” to have their child 
immunized “as soon as possible” with the deadline 
being 14 days into the school year. Within 30 days 
of the fi rst day of school, parents and guardians of 
these children must show that they have made ap-
pointments for all required follow-up doses.

The extra work of following up on these cases will 
fall on the school nurse.

And while the religious exemption has been re-
moved, a student designated as a refugee, homeless, 
or is in foster care may continue to attend school 
without proof of the required immunizations. ++

 The new state policy 
calls for parents to be 
“encouraged” to have 

their child immunized “as 
soon as possible” with the 

deadline being 14 days into 
the school year.

dresses,” already studying for her real estate license 
with a place waiting for her at Gardiner’s Colucci 
Shand Realty.

The opportunity to make this career change found 
her. Mazur had thought about closing up shop for 
a while, she says, but hadn’t taken any concrete 
steps to do so until last month, when she realized 
she didn’t have the enthusiasm anymore for bringing 
in the fall merchandise. “I still had the passion for 
working with my ladies, but not for the rest of it. And 
I thought, ‘It’s time to go.’”

In considering the feasibility of selling the store, 
she consulted with Teresa Colucci Shand, a longtime 
customer and friend who also happens to be a real-
tor with her own business. “I value her opinion, so 
I went to talk with her. And she said, ‘Have you ever 
thought about going into real estate?’” 

Mazur hadn’t. And on the face of it, running a 
clothing boutique seems a diff erent matter altogeth-
er than selling properties. But with Shand off ering 
to mentor her, it seemed to be an intriguing possi-
bility, and Mazur shadowed the experienced realtor 
recently on a few days at work to see what it was all 
about. She found herself pleasantly surprised that 
the work was very similar, in some ways, to what 
she’d been doing for years at Rambling Rose.

Staging a home for a photographer’s lens was 
much like the visual merchandising she’s always 
done at the shop. And a day spent showing poten-
tial buyers a number of homes was really just about 
listening to them, she says, just as it is when she’s 
working with “her ladies,” as Mazur aff ectionately 
refers to her boutique customers.

“I’ve always loved working one-on-one with peo-
ple. And dressing people is really about listening and 
knowing how to bring it all together, helping them 
to feel good about themselves. This work is still very 

Dresses to addresses
(Continued from page 1) 

personal, and also about listening to people. Show-
ing the homes, it was, ‘What did they like, what 
didn’t they like, and what did they need?’ So I came 
home from shadowing Terri feeling that ‘this is to-
tally my skill set, just with a diff erent inventory.’ And 
I don’t have to buy this inventory!”

The decision to go for this new challenge was 
made easier by having known Shand for 26 years, 
Mazur says. “So I feel very comfortable with her, and 
I know she’s honest and ethical. And her real estate 
company is really established in the community, so 
it’s not some fl y-by-night business. She volunteered 
to mentor me, and has been so generous with her 
time. I feel good about it just by knowing her, and 
the fact that she has faith in me.”

One thing Mazur said she hadn’t anticipated in 
closing the shop was how emotionally draining 
it would turn out to be. “Once we sent out the an-
nouncement, I’ve been totally overwhelmed with 
the outpouring of love and support and aff ection. 
People have brought me gifts, and written cards; 
they’ve posted on Facebook, and emailed us, and 
come into the store. And I hadn’t anticipated what 
a really hard thing that would be. I went home one 
night and told my daughter, ‘I’m emotionally ex-
hausted,’ and I can tell you, I’ve never said those 
words before!”

But hard as it’s been to say goodbye, it’s also been 
very gratifying. “To know I’ve been able to make that 
kind of impression on the community and contrib-
ute really means a lot to me. Because that’s what life 
is about, right? Contributing, and to give a service to 
other people, you know. And I’ve been very fortu-
nate to do that and be able to love what I was doing.”

Mazur says she doesn’t want to lose touch with 
these customers who have also been friends. “I’ve 
known some of these people for 26 years, since I 
opened the shop. I met some of them when their 
children were babies, and those babies are now in 
college. It’s gone so quickly. And it really has been 
a fabulous 26 years. I do want people to know how 
much I’ve appreciated having their business over the 
years, and how dear these people are to me.” ++

Despite the renowned local beauty of the area, 
from the hundreds of miles of carriage roads and 
trails that span the ridgeline from Mohonk Moun-
tain House to Minnewaska State Park and the three 
sky-lakes between them, the Summer Series took 
place for years at the college fi elds around SUNY 
New Paltz. According to Schallenkamp, the series 
was the brainchild of local cross-country running 

coach and enthusiast Joe Keller, a retired fi refi ghter 
who had moved to New Paltz from Staten Island. 
Seeing a need for a developmental program in the 
area to help boost high school cross-country run-
ning, Keller began the fi rst New Paltz X-C Summer 
Series in 1974. Somewhere in the in the early 1980s, 
Keller took his series towards the Kingston area and 
the Shawangunk Runners, an ad hoc group of local 
mountain goats, took over the series. “I think one 
day it just occurred to us that we were hosting this 
series at the college fi elds when we had all of this we 

could have been racing in!” said Schallenkamp with 
a laugh, as he gestured towards the sweeping view of 
the Hudson Valley to one side and the sun spreading 
in a pastel-hued gouache behind the deep blue of the 
Catskill Mountain range.

It was in the 1980s when local running guru Billy 
Glatz took over directing the series, as well as coach-
ing the Shawangunk Runners’ club, while operating 
a running and skiing merchandise store called Catch 
Us If You Can in downtown New Paltz (and eventu-
ally The Running Shoe) until he moved on to start 
following the Grateful Dead and selling tie-dyes, and 
asked fellow club members Schallenkamp and Glace 
to take over, which they did.

The series has continued to be a summer main-
stay for those who love running in the company of 
friends and neighbors and fellow competitors, and 
requires upwards of two dozen volunteers to run. 
It’s a culture that has somehow managed to escape 
the feeling of being part of the running industry and 
commercialized races while still being competitive. 
It has a bit of an outlier feeling, but one where every-
one who is running along the margins in his or her 
own world is encouraged to come into the fold and 
take shelter underneath the canopy of trees or dip 

“I think that people see that 
it is an event organized for 
runners by runners, and I 

think that the culture of the 
Shawangunk Runners is based 

on one overriding principle: 
We exist as an organization 

to promote running, and 
that takes precedence over 
anything else,” said Steve 

Schallenkamp.

their sore feet into one of the many bodies of water 
swelling within the Shawangunks.

Schallenkamp said that the series has endured, in 
his estimation, because of the people and places that 
are attached to it. “I think that people see that it is an 
event organized for runners by runners, and I think 
that the culture of the Shawangunk Runners is based 
on one overriding principle: We exist as an organiza-
tion to promote running, and that takes precedence 
over anything else.”

 If you ever have the opportunity to run in 
the Summer Series or come out to watch the races, 
chances are you’ll be enthralled by how contagious 
the love of running is and how encouraging and spec-
tacular the climate is for those who dare to follow 
the fl oured arrow. To learn more, go to http://shawa-
ngunkrunners.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/
shxc2019.pdf. ++
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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New Paltz Democrats:
Why we have Trump

I attended a meeting of the New Paltz Democrats 
last night, ostensibly to be introduced and inter-
viewed as a prospective Associate Member. Associ-
ates participate, but don’t get to vote on issues unless 
a committee member is unavailable. I wanted, sim-
ply, to get involved. After last night, I’m rethinking 
that. There is an “old guard” of moderates who are 
determined to do anything in their power to maintain 
their dominance, to do anything possible to eliminate 
an infl ux of more progressive voices. Their bylaws 
state that they can have two Associates per district. A 
member of the old guard pointed out that they “can” 
have those Associates, but are not mandated to have 
them, and, citing a need to “heal this broken com-
mittee,” proposed an immediate moratorium on the 
admission of new Associates. This, in spite of the fact 
that several applicants had sat through the previous 
meeting and that there were four applicants sitting 
at last night’s meeting. Then, things got really inter-
esting. A vote was called, during which debate raged 
around the table for two hours about whether it was 
a good idea to have a moratorium. It was clear to all 
in attendance that this was a move by the old guard 
to close ranks and prevent any new voices from be-
ing heard. One of them claimed, particularly dramati-
cally, that this was an “attempt at a hostile takeover.” 
One member of the old guard was so dismissive and 
rude to one of the opposing committee members 
(talking about her as if she wasn’t even there) that it 
made me feel embarrassed to be a Democrat. Hell, 
it made me embarrassed to be a human being. Such 
rancor and bold-faced disdain I’ve never seen, and 
I’ve been a high school teacher since 2001. 

The vote on the moratorium was successful. The 
same person who had proposed the moratorium then 
moved to adjourn the meeting. A majority agreed, 
and the four of us who had sat for two hours waiting 
to be interviewed were sent home without so much as 
even an apology for wasting our time. Keep in mind, 
they had scheduled these interviews with us after we 
applied. The New Paltz Democrats, for now, are safe 
from the terrible possibility that any new voices or 
ideas will be heard, particularly from the more pro-
gressive end of the spectrum. The message they sent 
was clear: We don’t want any new people, ideas or chal-
lenges to the status quo. Rarely, since my elementary 
school days, have I witnessed such selfi shness and 
petty power-mongering going on so openly. As I left, I 
couldn’t help but send a message to them, which I am 
transcribing here now, verbatim: “Y’all are the reason 
that things are the way they are.” This is why we have 
Trump: the old-guard moderates unable to tolerate 
any challenges to their power or way of doing things. 
It was a sad, pathetic reminder that we may just have 
to suff er through another four years of this “presi-
dent” if the Democrats, on a national level, can’t stop 
doing exactly what the New Paltz Dems are doing.

Christopher Tanis
New Paltz

Tivoli resolution

I’d like to publicize a bold and aggressive step re-
cently taken by the Village of Tivoli board, regarding 
potential positive impacts on improving our chances 
with climate change. On June 19, the board unani-
mously adopted a resolution endorsing the Energy 
Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act (H.R. 763) cur-
rently introduced in the House of Representatives. 

This act will put a price on carbon at our mines, our 
wells and at our borders. Whatever fees are collected 
will be distributed monthly to the American people 
(minus a small administrative cost). This price will in-
crease yearly, and the expectation is that the money 
factor will prompt companies to invest in more sus-
tainable forms of energy.

Implementation of the provisions of this act will 
result in a 40 percent reduction of carbon emissions 
in the fi rst 12 years. It’s not the solution to all our 
problems with regard to global warming and climate 

change, but it is a HUGE fi rst step.
I would encourage all the readers of your paper, 

regardless of their political affi  liation, to consider 
and support this bill. We need to come together for 
the common good. Breathing is not a partisan issue.

Tivoli is a small community, but we’re mighty in 
our commitment to deter further destruction of our 
planet. So proud of their initiative.

Kathy OConnor
Tivoli

Delgado has not taken strong 
stances on any vital issue 

Why is Congressman Delgado so timid? Why is he 
failing his supporters and his country? 

Like most people locally I happily voted for Anto-
nio Delgado to become our Congressman. The huge 
turnout in his favor in Ulster County is literally what 
won him his seat. Yet now the supposedly progres-
sive candidate is failing us and America. He has 
become a conservative, cautious Representative, 
eerily like the man he defeated. Delgado is acting 
like John Faso-lite!

Certainly Delgado, of New York’s 19th Congressio-
nal district, is not representing those who elected 
him. The latest example is his failure to condemn 
“concentration camps” that are, in eff ect, tortur-
ous camps for children and adults being run by the 
American government. 

Oh sure, the Congressman has made some mild 
statements to reporters saying such camps have no 
place in America, but shows no leadership in this 
watershed travesty of American democracy. He has 
not shown up at protests, nor visited the camps, 
nor spoken publicly about this crime. 

Not even his website has any inkling of anger or 
opposition. As of July 14, two days after a national 
vigil against the camps, and weeks after the outra-
geous concentration-camp conditions became well 
known and documented, there is nothing on Mr. 
Delgado’s website expressing outrage or opposi-
tion. The bold headline there is, “Delgado Urges Re-
lief for Family Farmers in Testimony Before House 
Judiciary Committee.” Now, that’s a bold stance. 
Very John Faso.

Congressman Delgado has not taken strong stanc-
es on any vital issue since taking offi  ce in January. 
He has failed, for example, to support the Green 
New Deal, instead off ered bland assurances some-
thing must be done to avert climate catastrophe, 
although he proposes no solutions, nor expresses 
urgency. What is he waiting for? Experts give us a 
decade to act. 

To be fair, there is one area Delgado is showing 
himself a leader, however. According to Open Se-
crets as of March 31, in just his initial three months 
in offi  ce Delgado received nearly $750,000 for his 
re-election eff ort. That rate of kowtowing to con-
tributors led all of New York’s 26 Congressional 
representatives. 

So at least we know something that is important 
to our Congressman. 

If you agree we deserve more, that the country 
and world needs more, please call the Congress-
man, at (202) 225-5614 in Washington D.C. or locally 
in Kingston at (845) 443-2930. Please act. Tell him 
time is short and we need leaders. 

Jim Gordon
New Paltz 

My world aft er heart surgery

I can fi nd no politician who tells the whole truth 
in our public arena. America’s current political sys-
tem is not allowing the values of morality and truth 
to manifest themselves in our political leaders’ 
souls or rhetoric. The abundance of theories com-
ing from political experts, historians and academics 
for why there is no real willingness to demand cor-
rections to this dilemma are plentiful and seem to 
add to the complications in understanding of what 
is actually going on in our society. The truest expla-
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nation I have heard is that the political elite believe 
telling the whole truth will make them unelectable. 
Therefore truth, facts and moral values are touched 
upon lightly out of fear of losing voters. 

Where I get stuck is when I ask myself: Do I be-
lieve the majority of people who make up America 
are crooks and corrupt sex abusers? I answer: No I 
don’t. If you asked me do I believe that the major-
ity of politicians are crooks and sex abusers, I would 
say, no I don’t, but I believe the numbers among 
politicians are higher. 

So, why are enough Americans supporting a presi-
dent who has an un-prosecuted rap sheet and com-
mitted more sociopathic crimes than half our incar-
cerated prisoners? My best shot at this is, Americans 
are hypnotized by Trump. Yes, we all know that 
politicians lie, but none as overtly as him. The way 
he uses humiliation on those around him has caused 
a wake of ruined careers and corruption. I believe 
he’s been capable of expanding our acceptability of 
such lying for the same reasons. Government has 
been corrupted by the wealthy and their lobbyists 
for decades. The wealthy pay lobbyists to force poli-
ticians to step over or squash laws supporting civil, 
moral and human rights. So, you’re wondering how 
does all this get half of America to vote for Trump? 
I think those who voted for Trump have suff ered 
the most governmental abuse, have lost the most 
jobs, have endured the greatest lack of health care. 
In their minds no politician really has helped, and 
when they see Trump toppling our governmental 
structures, tearing up organizational systems and 
traditions, their unconscious self is hoping that if 
the government is ripped apart, they cannot be any 
worse off . So, they whisper inside “I’ll take the gam-
ble and vote for the true crook.” Besides, Trump has 
provided a verbal catharsis for many generations of 
lower middle class whites whose social needs were 
neglected. To these folks it doesn’t matter if he’s ly-

ing, it will only bring the end faster. Their illusion is, 
after it is torn down, it may get put back together, in 
a way they’ll be better off . 

How many families in America would want a man 
like Trump (if he didn’t have money) to marry their 
daughter, raise their grandchildren, become their 
son in-law? Trump’s sexual and emotional abuse of 
women gets read by some men as: it’s better to toler-
ate than to speak up. Many men fear if the culture of 
women changes, they’ll lose power. If the “Me Too” 
movement succeeds in giving women a full throat-
ed voice, many men fear the Biblical protections 
they’ve lived with will be removed and expose how 
they have used this power in the past. This is why I 
think many men in power want to keep the lid on 
the (Trump), they fear too much truth will crawl out. 

There is another lesson Trump is teaching that’s 
being ignored by his opponents. America’s tolerance 
for digesting Trump’s lies, corruption and profound 
misdirection astounds me. While I fi nd no coura-
geous Democrats willing to parry him. They don’t 
even have to lie, the panoply of corruption, theft and 
human pain Trump has created in his life and now 
ours is evident enough for him to be impeached. 

No one has the courage to point their fi ngers the 
way Trump does. No Democrat’s face gets engorged 
with blood as they scream the truth. No opponent 
understands why Trump voters like the energy in his 
direct insults, even if they are lies. Lies don’t matter 
to Americans anymore, because we’ve been lied to 
for so many years. The system’s broken and Trump 
is providing the last destructive blow while his oppo-
nents and colleagues watch glassy-eyed, mouthing 
rhetoric and sitting down. 

The bigger truth is that the earth has had it with 
us. It’s no longer waiting for humans to emotionally 
mature. We are on the last length of track speeding 
head on into a monumental wall of disaster. Our il-
lusion that science is going to fi x it before we disin-

tegrate, holds less and less hope. The fact that we 
allow at the helm of America’s ship, a thief, a sex 
abuser, a man with such a lack of emotional intelli-
gence he’s unable to see the value of another human 
life. We are without a leader courageous enough to 
stand and tell us the true direction of America’s com-
pass needle. My hope remains that within our com-
munity of the working, underlings, homeless and 
sick, a spark of courage will be born and one person 
will stand to gather others around them to face the 
fi re of truth. 

I hope then we can have a leader who mirrors the 
majority of Americans’ character values of kindness, 
compassion for the sick and ill, empathy for those 
who are unprotected, a willingness to restore the 
opportunity to live free of domination and dictator-
ship, which is the wall our train is racing to hit before 
Mother Nature slams us against it.

 Larry Winters
New Paltz

Fact vs fi ction, #19 

 Writer’s note: I will submit a three-part article to be 
run consecutively (hopefully) for three weeks. It is a let-
ter addressed to a Republican senator with copies to 
fi ve others. Due to the length of the article, there will 
be Part I and Part II of the actual letter with Part III, 
the end of the letter, which includes the addresses and 
telephone numbers of the senators copied and the re-
cipient of the letter. Needless to say, the letter is a letter 
of complaint regarding the administration’s attack on 
my benefi ts, which is of course an attack on your ben-
efi ts as well! In addition, whichever one of the senators 
copied sends a letter of acknowledgement back with an 
answer, will be printed it its entirety for the benefi t of 
you ‘oldies but goodies’.

FACT: A letter to Senator Lamar Alexander, 445 

As many of you know, I have a podcast. I call it 
The Kvetching Professor, and I’ve been doing it weekly 
for about a year-and-a-half. I, myself, rarely listen to 
podcasts, but I’ve heard that many people do. Unfortu-
nately, not too many people listen to mine. 

Being a retired academic -- the “professor” in the 
title of my show is based on a reality, though I never 
did get to full professor, since I wasn’t the world’s 
best academic, and who can expect the narrow and 
shortsighted academic world to recognize my multi-
faceted brilliance, not that I’m bitter or anything like 
that -- I like to look at data. I’ve always been interest-
ed in data, and today is the era of what is called “big 
data,” so fi nally data has come into its own.

Before I try to defi ne “big data,” and then talk 
a little about why my podcast has not gone viral, I 
want to talk about the biggest problem concern-
ing data. It’s the word itself. Is it singular or plural? 
Do we say, “This data shows,” or is it “These data 
show”? Googling this (and how did we exist without 
Google?) reveals that data is indeed plural and the 
singular is “datum.” Oh sure, now I’m going to start 
using the word “datum.” Yeah, right.

I can imagine an undergraduate woman saying to 
another about some of the nerdier guys on campus, 
“If he says “datum,” I don’t date him.”

But a further examination of this important ques-
tion shows that the word is treated as singular or plu-
ral about the same amount; each has more than ten 
million results on Google, with “the data show” (plu-
ral) used just a bit more often than “the data shows” 
(singular) But if you Google “the datum shows,” you 
get less than a thousand results. 

Anyhow, to a specifi c question: Just how many 
podcasts are there out there? How much competi-
tion is mine facing? It’s hard to fi nd exact numbers 
here, but I saw one estimate of 700,000 active pod-

Mark Sherman

My podcast: Another chance to fail!

A 
LAUGHING 

MATTER

casts. That is approxi-
mately one podcast 
for every 10,000 peo-
ple in the world. That 
sounds like a lot, but 
I gotta tell you, this 
podcasting is enough 
work that I fi nd my-
self envying the 9,999 
people out of every 
10,000 who don’t 
have a podcast. 

I know I’m rambling here, but back to the term 
“big data.” According to the Internet, it means “ex-
tremely large data sets that may be analyzed com-
putationally to reveal patterns, trends, and asso-
ciations, especially relating to human behavior and 
interactions.” In other words, it’s taking us individ-
ual humans, with all our quirks and uniquenesses, 
and looking at us as large groups, so generalizations 
can be made and we can be treated as objects. 

Of course, to me, the expression “big data” gets 
me thinking about its opposite, “little data.” What 
is that? Is it diff erent from “small data”? And what 
about tiny data and huge data? 

I could look all this up, but I’ve wasted enough of 
my time and yours, so I won’t.

But back to the question I posed early: Why has 
my podcast not shot up quickly in listeners, or, to 
use the current terminology, gone viral? There are 
various possible reasons, only one of which would 
really distress me. Here they are, though this list 
might not be exhaustive:

1. I don’t use social media enough. Yes, I’m on 
Twitter (and for others who are, my Twitter name is 
@profmarksherman), but I don’t tweet often at all. 
There are people who tweet ten times a day. I tweet 

less than once a day. My feeling has always been, 
Birds tweet, humans talk.

And I’m not on Facebook at all. This in itself has 
pretty much destroyed any hope I have of achieving 
any kind of fame.

2. I don’t promote myself enough among my 
friends and family. I don’t keep pushing people to 
listen and then try to make them feel guilty if they 
don’t. I may mention my podcast to people, and 
even give them a little sheet with the details, but 
that’s as far as I go.

3. I probably don’t use the best titles for my pod-
cast episodes. It has always troubled me deeply that 
titles of books, articles, podcast episodes, and the like 
are extremely important. You can spend years of your 
life working on a book, and it can be a great book, but 
if the title doesn’t grab people, too bad for you. 

4. This is the one I really don’t want to face – it’s 
the one none of us want to face when we fi nd our-
selves wanting in some area. My podcast is just not 
good enough. I’m competing with 699,999 other 
podcasts. Just by chance alone, I’d expect that at 
least a thousand of them are better than mine, okay 
maybe 950, but still that’s a lot.

I’ve always felt that what really makes something 
popular is word of mouth. If someone who experi-
ences your creative work doesn’t rave about it to 
their friends, you are out of luck. And, of course, 
people don’t want to embarrass themselves by rav-
ing about something that really isn’t so great. 

So fi nally, I ask my readers to give my podcast 
a listen, and if you like it, do let others know. If 
enough people do this, who knows – my monthly lis-
tener numbers could start rising sharply. And before 
you know it, I could have dozens of listeners every 
month! My goal is to go viral before the North Pole 
melts and nobody cares about podcasts any more.

Listen, a guy can dream, can’t he? 
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Dirksen Senate Offi  ce Bldg. Washington, DC, 20510 
(202-224-5972 & 615-736-5129).

OPINION: 
Dear Senator:
 I’m writing to you upset and totally outraged by 

the antics of the showman we have in the Oval Offi  ce. 
I grew up with Eisenhower as President and to see 
the behavior of his Lordship in addressing the de-
mands of his offi  ce as frustrating and frankly ‘scary.’ 
Previous presidents, all 44 of them, had some com-
bination of either military, legislative, judicial and 
or diplomatic experience, either on the local, state 
or national level. Trump had and has none. Think 
about that. And to see this individual with his bom-
bastic speech, carnival barker routine, acting the 
way he does is driving me to switch from the Repub-
lican Party to the Democratic Party.

Let me elaborate. I am an 80-year-old veteran who 

It’s the economy

Kingston’s on fi re again 

has been a Republican since my high school years 
when Dwight Eisenhower was President; I became 
a Republican because of him, what he stood for and 
the way he comported himself. I live in New Paltz, 
NY, with my wife of 54 years, three children and six 
grandchildren. A retired teacher and education di-
rector with a Master’s degree in educational psychol-
ogy. I have voted fairly consistently for Republican 
candidates, local, state and national; not anymore. 
With my fi rst letter to the New Paltz Times, August 
of 2016, I have submitted 44 letters bringing to the 
reader’s attention Trump’s erratic behavior, his emo-
tional outbursts, lying, saying one thing and then re-
canting, etc. You members of the Senate know what 
I am talking about; you live with him on a much clos-
er, personal basis than I do. But the main reason why 
I switched from one party to the other is as follows:

 His statement in August of 2016 of the ‘deconstruc-

tion of the administrative state’ is what led me to fi le 
44 letters to the New Paltz Times, alerting the seniors 
in the 19th Congressional District of New York, what 
this means, particularly what this means for Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid. This means radi-
calization, revamping and in some cases outright 
elimination of parts of these programs which aff ect 
me, Senator, not you, but me!

 After paying into my Social Security since 1956, 
who the hell is this ‘Johnny come lately’ to attack my 
benefi ts? Who is he to drastically curtail my health 
benefi ts when I have suff ered cancer twice and sur-
vived, with my wife, age 75, having survived oesoph-
ageal cancer as well? Who is he to attempt to curtail 
or change my Social Security benefi ts and millions of 
seniors my age? And Senator, just what in hell are you 
stalwart men and women of the Senate going to do 
about it? Nothing. You’re going to do nothing. His Lord-
ship has threatened, bullied and ‘hissy fi tted’ until he 
gets his own way. It seems to me that Congresspersons, 
Senators/Representatives are answerable to their con-
stituents, not toadying to the bully in the Oval offi  ce.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

Mrs. Trump you’ve got a lousy 
husband 

Saludos a otros lectores y escritores del New Paltz 
Times! Después de una larga pausa estoy volviendo al 
formato de la parodia de la canción. Me comprometo a 
escribir cartas más cortas!

-- Sorry about that...I was imagining I was on the 
debate stage with presidential candidates

Corey Booker and Beto O’Rourke

Recently, I issued the following challenge in feed-

Kingston’s burning, but this time don’t blame 
the British, embroiled as they are with Brexit issues. 
With median property prices increasing more than 
20 percent in the fi rst half of this year over last year’s 
fi rst half, the market for Kingston real estate is hot.

The median selling price shot up from $156,750 in 
last year’s fi rst half to $199,100 this year’s fi rst half. 
Buyers of City of Kingston properties spent $20.4 
million on 96 fi rst-half transactions this year as com-
pared to $15.8 million on 88 properties in the same 
half of 2018.

The burst of higher sales prices may have been 
accelerated by increased interest from young New 
York metropolitan area newcomers. But several oth-
er reasons were contributory as well. Greater house-
hold formation among Kingstonians may have been 
a factor. In addition, some longtime Ulster County 
residents, priced out of markets like Woodstock, 
Marbletown and New Paltz-Gardiner, may have de-
cided they must buy in Kingston and other still-af-
fordable municipalities if they wanted to keep living 
in the region. 

Meanwhile, countywide real-estate sales were not 
on fi re. They kept at a level pace in the fi rst half of 
2019, according to industry fi gures. According to 
the data, the median property sale countywide in-
creased in the second quarter to $235,000 from the 
$227,000 price in the same quarter last year — a little 
more than the rate of infl ation. Total county Multiple 
Listing Service sales volume decreased from $110.4 
million in the second quarter of 2018 to $107.5 mil-
lion in the quarter ending June 30 this year. That’s a 
three percent gain in median price and a three per-
cent loss in total dollar sales.

It’s the change in the Kingston marketplace in the 
past year that deserves the headlines. Modest starter 
homes are selling for higher prices. Though only a 
handful of Kingston properties sell for what would 
be the median price in Woodstock, Kingston proper-
ties in the middle range are selling well, too. 

On the lower end, 39 Kingston properties sold for 
under $150,000 in last year’s fi rst half. With sales 
prices rising, this year that lower-end number fell 
to 22. In the fi rst half of last year, only 13 Kingston 
properties sold for more than $250,000. From Janu-
ary through June in 2019, by contrast, 31 Kingston 
sales over $250,000 were reported. According to 
one industry wag, $250,000 has become the new 
$200,000 in Kingston.

The state trade association of brokers, NYSAR, 
reports slightly more optimistic recent numbers for 
Ulster County than did the local Multiple Listing Ser-
vice. According to NYSAR, the median sales price in 
Ulster was $195,000 in the second quarter of 2016, 
$207,000 in May 2017, $213,649 in May 2018, and 
$235,000 in May of this year. NYSAR’s numbers have 
consistently shown Ulster County lagging the aver-
age statewide median selling price of real estate.

The half-year real-estate sales results show 
most towns of Ulster County reporting numbers fall-
ing in line with the countywide pattern of slightly 
higher median prices and slightly lower overall dol-
lar sales. Kingston has been the outlier. 

With the smaller towns having fewer transactions, 
the conclusions reached based on the sales numbers 
should be taken with a grain of salt. The smaller 
numbers negatively aff ect the statistical reliability of 
the results.

The combined market of New Paltz and Gardiner 
reported a less than one per cent increase in the me-
dian price year to year and a decrease of about 20 
percent in dollar sales volume in 2019. Rosendale 
and Marbletown reported a loss of sales volume, 
with the median price in Rosendale increasing and 
total prices decreasing, while in Marbletown both 
the median price and the sales volume markedly de-
creased year over year. 

Woodstock, still the Ulster County town with the 
highest median selling price, recorded a very slightly 

higher median price and a decrease in dollar volume 
of about ten percent. The combined other towns 
in the Onteora school district (Olive, Shandaken 
and Hurley), though, went the other way, markedly 
boosting their median price and their dollar sales 
volume in 2019 over 2018. 

Finally, real estate in Saugerties (town and village 
combined) had an almost fl at median fi rst-half price 
from year to year and an almost fl at dollar volume 
as well. 

Like last year, most of the lower-end transac-
tions in Kingston were for sales prices below the 
assessed value, usually indicating sales between 
relatives or transactions where one party was both 
a buyer and a seller. During the fi rst half of this year, 
only three of the transactions in the top two price 
quartiles — refl ecting mostly arms-length transac-
tions — sold for less than the assessed value, and only 
three more in the third quartile did so. By contrast 
16 of the 24 sales in the lowest quartile sold for less 
than their assessed value. Last year, when 88 fi rst-
half transactions were recorded, 16 of the bottom 
quartile sold for less than their appraised value, and 
an additional one sold for its exact appraised value. 
Four properties in the top half of the market sold for 
less than appraised value last year. 

Though Kingston assessor Dan Baker raised as-
sessments ten percent pretty much across the board 
throughout the city in 2019, market prices this year 
have been going up faster than that. Despite numer-
ous calls on Monday and Tuesday of this week to his 
offi  ce, Baker was unavailable for comment.

The state requires the attachment of a form called 
the RP-5217 for every real-property deed. The form, 
which is attached to the on-line real-estate transac-
tions recorded on the county clerk’s website, is sup-
posed to contain the address of the buyer. It’s not 
always reliable.

A cursory random examination of about half this 
year’s transactions show a mix of Kingstonian, Ulster 
County, Hudson Valley and New York City buyers. 
About a third of the buyers were from the Hudson 
Valley outside Ulster County.  It’s likely a signifi cant 
number of New York-area people already have local 
addresses when they buy property. Kingston’s small-
city vibe seems to be proving attractive to a wide 
range of potential settlers.        

-- Geddy Sveikauskas

Accent Insurance Services can provide vendor insurance for 
food trucks and food concessions, flea market and antique 
show vendors and more. Let us help you find the best 
insurance for your unique business.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:    

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF
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back: “In the spirit of fairness, I thought I would give 
[feedback readers] an opportunity to respond to my 
writings in a song parody of their very own, sung by 
a (pretend) POTUS Trump.” I even provided the fi rst 
two stanzas of just such a song (based on Sonny and 
Cher’s I got you Babe) to help those so inclined, get 
started. As of this writing, no one has taken up my 
feedback challenge by completing my two “getting 
started” stanzas. However, I did receive some origi-
nal parody songs by e-mail from a number of people 
who somehow obtained my e-mail address. Some of 
them were funny, but most were simply too vitriolic 
to be considered true parodies. The following is the 
one I think is the best. (It’s based on the Herman’s 
Hermits song Mrs. Brown You’ve Got a Lovely Daugh-
ter.) I had to clean it up a bit because it contained a 
lot of slander and libel and words I never heard in 
the Bible. This song was written by the Gardiner ce-
lebrity, Trebor Ed Orin, and really lays into Trump. 
It’s titled Mrs. Trump you’ve got a lousy husband. I 
think most feedback readers will agree that Mr. Ed 
Orin has done a (as Corey and Beto would say) “buen 
trabajo!”

Mrs. Trump, you’ve got a lousy husband
Hair like his is rare and hard to comb
But it’s sad...he likes the way it looks
He’ll never change the style and says
...you like it too

He asked me if he has some fans in New Paltz
I told him they are few and far between
But it’s strange...he didn’t seem to care
Says “New York’s hard to win Progressives
... all live there”

(Bridge)

Walking about with the Allies Crowd
He sure stands out; makes his base feel
...so proud!!

Mrs. Trump, Mueller will soon be talking (soon be 
talking)

Bet you’re wondering what he’s gonna say (gonna 
sa-ay)

All...my friends (ooh, ooh) hope he has good news 
(ooh, ooh)

‘Cos if he does Dems’ll start impeachment
...right away

Mrs. Trump, I wonder how you stand him (how 
you stand him)

You’re at his rallies looking so content (so conte-
ent

Don’t you know...he’s such a racist man; (ooh-ooh)
he hates all gays and he’s a brazen 
...misogynist

(Bridge)

Walking about with the Press Corps crowd
He’ll chew them out; makes his base feel
...so proud!

Mrs. Trump they’re calling him a lemon 
someone said “Trump’s worse than Nixon too” 
He said that soon “Trump will destroy himself” 
till than he says...we all should just
...make lemonade

Mrs. Trump you’ve got a lousy husband
I just wish Bar-ack was POTUS...still
But there’s hope; 2020’s almost here (ooh...ooh)
The polls show Trump can’t win; I just hope
...they prove true

(song ends with repeated verse)

Mrs. Trump you’ve got a lousy husband
lousy husband
Mrs. Trump you’ve got a lousy husband
lousy husband
Mrs. Trump you’ve got a lousy husband
lousy husband
Mrs. Trump you’ve got a lousy husband

George Civile
Gardiner

Committee membership

For the last several months, Tricia Bowen has been 

publishing open membership calls for the New Paltz 
Democratic Committee in the letters to the editor 
section of the New Paltz Times. These letters, which 
were written by her in violation of the committee’s 
bylaws, were part of a strategy being run by her and 
others as part of a factional confl ict, which they had 
started within the committee.

After their strategy fell apart at the committee 
meeting last Thursday night, Tricia then acted like 
she had just discovered the bylaws, after two-and-a-
half years on the committee, and made a desperate 
attempt to blame the chair for her actions.

Some, perhaps most of the Associate applicants, 
genuinely had no idea what was playing out at the 
meeting. Of course they were some, friends and 
family of the faction members, who knew what they 
were getting into, even if they might not have fully 
understood it. 

So, for all you who, in good faith, may have ap-
plied to be Associate committee members, Tricia’s 
faction ran this whole scam on purpose. You were 
played. They were using you as pawns in a factional 
struggle, which they had started, within the commit-
tee. I’m sorry for any inconvenience their actions 
may have caused you.

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Giant leap

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the lunar 
landing, we also acknowledge the amazing feat of 
going from rocket neophytes to solar experts in just 
one decade. But why is it that we seem unable to rep-
licate this amazing feat to the challenge of climate 
change?

We believe that a huge part of the problem re-
volves around pronouns, and in conversations about 
climate change: most of us talk about “they” -- and 
not about “we” or “I.”

Let’s start the next decade taking personal own-
ership for the problem so that our kids and grand-
kids might avoid the crisis. A partial list of things to 
choose from, that “we” can do in the next decade, 
might include:

1. Shift to 100% renewable electricity (Central 
Hudson can help).

2. Install some rooftop solar.
3. Sign up for community solar.
4. Buy a super-effi  cient, electric, hybrid or other 

car.
5. Plant ten trees.
6. Shun corporate food, especially meat.
7. Install heat pumps for heat and air conditioning.
8. Take alternative transportation other than fl y-

ing .
9. Try taking a “stay-cation.” 
10. Assist climate politicians in their election.
Lots of small steps will help with the giant leap to 

climate stability.
Dan and Ann Guenther

New Paltz

Associate members blocked

I have written four letters to the editor requesting 
that local Democrats join the New Paltz Democratic 
Committee. Our committee received eleven applica-
tions from a diverse set of candidates. Thank you. I 
appreciate that you took the time out of your busy 
lives to try and participate in local politics. And now 
for the bad news.

At this month’s, July 11, meeting when we were 
scheduled to interview seven of the eleven appli-
cants, the committee voted instead to put a morato-
rium on accepting new Associate members. I believe 

this a violation of our bylaws, and I plan to challenge 
the validity of this rule.

In the meantime, please attend our monthly meet-
ings as an audience member. Our next meeting is 
August 8, and audience members are allowed two 
minutes of public comment. We have a lot of work 
ahead of us in preparation for the November 5, 2019 
General Election, as well as the 2020 elections. We 
need your help in supporting our local candidates.

Tricia Bowen
New Paltz

They take care of anything

I am very cognizant and appreciative of what 
our police force has to deal with: traffi  c, fi ghts and 
brawls, fi res, fl oods, medical emergencies, even 
murders -- all crucial areas of keeping us all safe. 

And then there are some of us who create minor 
emergencies of their own doing and then we contact 
the police, apologetically, and hope they can help. 

It happened to me several times in the past that I 
locked myself out of my car. The fi rst time, another 
person in the parking lot told me to call the police 
and I reluctantly did. And of course they came, very 
elegantly “broke” into the car and when I apologized 
for my clumsiness, the offi  cer said, “don’t worry 
about it, we do this all the time.” So the next time 
I was in the same predicament, I called, a bit more 
self-assured this time, but still rather embarrassed.

This morning, however, was the height of my slop-
py clumsiness. Most people now, in order to operate 
the car windows, have to turn the key on and push 
the window buttons. I, of course, still bemoan my 
old car’s crank-up handle. Well, last night I closed 
the windows and closed the car door.

This morning I could not fi nd my keys! Looking 
frantically in all my pockets, I fi nally realized that I 
can use my spare keys. I opened the car door, and 
was going to put the key into the ignition, but my 
“lost” keys were in! So, I turned the key and -- noth-
ing. Battery was dead. Reason being the design of 
the car: there is no need to engage the engine, just 
turn the key a bit to operate the window. And be-
cause the engine is not engaged, leaving the key in, 
does NOT turn the chimes on! But all that I deduced 
only post facto. 

This being Sunday, rather early morning, there 
was either no one home on my street, or no one yet 
up, and a friend I called was not in town. So, I called 
the police, embarrassingly asking if this is some-
thing they could help with, not really expecting they 
would. Lo and behold: in seven minutes they ar-
rived, with their own charger -- and I was on my way.

So I am again off ering my heartfelt thanks and 
apologies for adding such trivial matters to their 
workday.

Misha Harnick
New Paltz

Davis
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qual. of 
CAMP MOLJO LLC, 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 12/15/17. Offi  ce
loc: Ulster County. 
LLC formed in NJ on 
10/24/17. SSNY is des-
ignated as
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served 
and shall mail pro-
cess
to: The LLC, 415 New-
ark St, Apt 9E, Hobo-
ken, NJ 07030. Ad-
dress required to
be maintained in 
NJ: 415 Newark St, 
Apt 9E, Hoboken, NJ 
07030. Cert of
Formation fi led with 
NJ Sec. of State, 33 
West State St., Tren-
ton, NJ 08608.
Purpose: any lawful 
act.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company: Sweet 
Tooth Studios LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 02/28/2019. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Sweet Tooth 
Studios LLC, 10A 
Colonial Drive New 
Paltz, NY 12561
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
WYTHE & ROEDLING, 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 06/14/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, PO Box 900, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
 Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): An-
galla Williams Con-
sulting,
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 5/10/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Angalla Wil-
liams Consulting, 308 
State Route 32 North, 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
of LLC. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: New York 
properties irrigation 
consulting LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/7/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 

County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: New York 
properties irrigation 
consulting LLC. 192 
Libertyville Rd.  New 
Paltz  NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Skytop Drive 
LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization fi led in the 
Department of State 
of New York on June 
26, 2019. Offi  ce Loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
Principal Business Lo-
cation: Ulster County, 
New York.  Purpose:  
Any and all lawful 
business activities. 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Skytop Drive LLC– 
6 Ohio Street, Kings-
ton, New York 12401

LEGAL NOTICE
40-42 Plattekill LLC 
Notice of Formation 
of 40-42 Plattekill 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 05/23/2019. Offi  ce 
Location 85 South 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 

lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Decisive Billing Solu-
tions, LLC fi led with 
SSNY on 06/20/19. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designed as of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 5 Spring 
Meadow CT Highland 
NY 12528: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Eva Astor LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/14/2019. Offi  ce 
Location: 5 Liberty 
Street, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 5 Liberty Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
MJP Business  Con-
sulting LLC.  Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 
3rd, 2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County.  
LEGALINC COR-
PORATE SERVICES 
INC. 1967 WEHRLE 
DRIVE SUITE 1 #086 
BUFFALO, NY 14221 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Michael Per-
rotta Jr 22 Rosio Lane 
Modena, NY 12548. 
Purpose: Any lawful 

acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEAUTIFUL HIGH-
LAND, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 07/02/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Anthony Savino, 8 
Huguenot Street, 
Apartment A, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose:
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
152 HOYT STREET 
PORT EWEN LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 6/10/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 152 Hoyt 
Street, Port Ewen, NY 
12466. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Graze Seed & 
Supply LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Graze Seed & 
Supply
16 Dusinberee Road 
Gardiner NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 

LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ZIPPHORA LLC. 
Art/Org. fi led w/SSNY 
on 2/28/19.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Cty. SSNY designated 
for svc/proc & shall 
mail
to 243 Main St. #250, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Triolo Holdings 
LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/30/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 1326 Rte 9W, 
Marlboro, NY 12542. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Speakeasy 
Motors American 
Whiskey Company 
LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New 
York (SSNY) on 
06/26/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Speakeasy 
Motors American 
Whiskey Company 
LLC, 14 Mechelkie Ln, 
Wallkill, NY 12589. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
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specifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
MY FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of MY 
FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC, a limited liabil-
ity company, by the 
fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of New 
York on July 9, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
MY FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC, 3 Chelsea Court, 
New Paltz, New York 
12561. The purpose of 
the LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Just Go Vacations, 
LLC (the “LLC”).  
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (“SSNY”) 
on July 2, 2019.  Of-
fi ce Location:  Ulster 
County.  SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy to:  
27 North Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Ramsey Renovations 

& Restorations LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
secretary of state on 
7/10/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County.
National Registered 
Agents , INC. 28 Lib-
erty St. NY.NY 1005 
Has been designated 
as agent of the LLC. 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to 114 Mountain Rest 
Rd. New Paltz NY 
12561

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Byrd & Gines 
Homes LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/19/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to Byrd & Gines 
Homes LLC, 
17 Roy Lane Highland 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or ac-
tivities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date

LEGAL NOTICE
48 Tillson Rd LLC 
Arts of Org fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/15/19. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served & shall mail 
process to 48 Tillson 
Rd, Tillson NY 12486.  
Purpose: Any lawful 

activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO REQUEST A RE-
LEASE OF FUNDS 
(NOI/RROF)
VILLAGE OF NEW 
PALTZ, NEW YORK
July 18, 2019
Village of New Paltz
25 Plattekill Avenue
New Paltz, New York 
12561
845-255-0130
On or about July 26, 
2019 the Village of 
New Paltz will submit 
a request to the Offi  ce 
of Community Re-
newal for the release 
of CDBG funds under 
Title 1 of the Hous-
ing and Community 
Development Act of 
1974, as amended, to 
undertake a project 
known as Consent 
Order Compliance 
Sewer Remediation 
Identifi ed by NYSDEC 
Engineering Planning 
Grant for the purpose 
of continuing to ad-
dress Infi ltration and 
Infl ow by replacing 
and/or reconstruct-
ing aging sewer infra-
structure. At a cost of 
$784,550 the Village 
of New Paltz will in-
stall 1,195 lf of new 8 & 
10 inch sewer mains, 
reline 5,970 lf of 6 & 8 
inch sewer mains and 
replace 9 manholes.
Sewer main installa-
tion and relining will 
occur within exist-
ing publicly owned 
rights-of-way on 
North Manheim Bou-
levard, North Oak-
wood Terrace, Grove 
Street, Prospect 
Street, South Chest-
nut Street, Mulberry 
Street and Hasbrouck 
Avenue.
The activities pro-
posed are categori-

cally excluded under 
HUD regulations at 
24 CFR Part 58 from 
National Environ-
mental Policy Act 
requirements. An 
Environmental Re-
view Record (ERR) 
that documents the 
environmental de-
terminations for this 
project is on fi le at the 
Village of New Paltz, 
Village Hall, Village 
Clerk’s Offi  ce, 25 Plat-
tekill Avenue, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 and 
may be examined or 
copied weekdays 9 
A.M. to 4 P.M.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, 
group, or agency may 
submit written com-
ments on the ERR to 
the Offi  ce of the Vil-
lage Mayor, Village 
of New Paltz, Village 
Hall, 25 Plattekill Av-
enue, New Paltz, NY 
12561.
All comments re-
ceived by July 25, 
2019 will be consid-
ered by the Village 
of New Paltz prior to 
submission of a re-
quest for release of 
funds.
RELEASE OF FUNDS
The Village of New 
Paltz certifi es to the 
Offi  ce of Community 
Renewal that Tim 
Rogers in his capacity 
as Mayor consents to 
accept the jurisdic-
tion of the Federal 
Courts if an action is 
brought to enforce 
responsibilities in re-
lation to the environ-
mental review pro-
cess and that these 
responsibilities have 
been satisfi ed. The 
Offi  ce of Community 
Renewal’s acceptance 
of the certifi cation 
satisfi es its responsi-
bilities under NEPA 

and allows the Village 
of New Paltz to use
Program funds.
OBJECTIONS TO RE-
LEASE OF FUNDS
The Offi  ce of Com-
munity Renewal will 
accept objections to 
its release of funds 
and the Village of 
New Paltz’s certifi ca-
tion for a period of 
fi fteen days following 
the anticipated sub-
mission date or its 
actual receipt of the 
request (whichever 
is later) only if they 
are on one of the fol-
lowing bases: (a) the 
certifi cation was not 
executed by the Cer-
tifying Offi  cer of the 
Village of New Paltz; 
(b) the Village of 
New Paltz has omit-
ted a step or failed to 
make a decision or 
fi nding required by 
HUD regulations at 
24 CFR Part 58; ( c) 
the grant recipient or 
other participants in 
the development pro-
cess have committed 
funds, incurred costs 
or undertaken activi-

ties not authorized by 
24 CFR Part 58 before 
approval of a release 
of funds by the Offi  ce 
of Community Re-
newal; or (d) another 
Federal agency acting 
pursuant to 40 CFR 
Part 1504 has submit-
ted a written fi nding 
that the project is 
unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of en-
vironmental quality.
Objections must be 
prepared and sub-
mitted in accordance 
with the required pro-
cedures (24 CFR Part 
58, Sec. 58.76) and 
shall be addressed to: 
Crystal Loffl  er, Acting 
President, at Offi  ce of
Community Renewal, 
Hampton Plaza, 38-
40 State Street, 4th 
Floor, Albany, New 
York 12207.
Potential objectors 
should contact the 
Offi  ce of Community 
Renewal to verify the 
actual last day of the 
objection period.
Tim Rogers, Mayor
Certifying Offi  cer

 Joyce E. May 
Joyce Ellis May of Wallkill, a resident for 63 years, passed away peacefully at home surrounded by family.  
She was 83. 

The daughter of the late Charles H. Ellis and Evelyn Ayers Ellis, she was born at 
home in Clintondale, NY on May 04, 1936.

She was a bus driver for Thomas K. Wilson & Wallkill School District and worked 
in the Middle School Cafeteria and was also a nurse at Ostrander Elementary 
School until her retirement in 1996. Joyce enjoyed knitting with the ladies in the 
Wallkill Library, going to Penny Socials, and Yard Sales. Joyce participated in the 
Hokey Pokey on the Walkway over the Hudson to set a World Record.  

She is survived by son, John R. May, Jr. and his wife Amy of Wallkill, NY;
son, Jeffrey C. May and his wife Cathy of Plattekill, NY; daughter, Jeryl May of 
Middletown, NY; sisters Beverly Ellis of Crystal River, FL and Marlynn Birch of 
Salt Lake City, Utah. Also 7 Grandchildren: Michael, Matt, Bradford, Danny, Sasha, 
Erin & Taylor; 4 Great Grandchildren, 1 great-great granddaughter, many nieces 
and nephews, and a great family friend, Kayla Iseldyke.

She was predeceased by her husband, John R. May, Sr., brother, Irving C. Ellis & sister, Lorane Lasher Wood.

Memorial services will be held Saturday, July 20, 2019, 11:00 AM at the Wallkill Reformed Church, 45 Bridge St., 
Wallkill, NY 12589.

In Lieu of flowers it is requested that donations be made to Wallkill Reformed Church, PO Box 54, Wallkill, NY, 
Hospice of Orange and Sullivan Counties, 800 Stony Brook Court Newburgh, NY 12550, or St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105-9959. Arrangements were made by Millspaugh Funeral  
Directors.  For directions or condolences please visit millspaughfuneralhome.com.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281
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WHY PRINT?

A website is endless. A weekly 
newspaper gives you every-
thing you need to know for the 
week. The timing and packag-
ing make for an ideal reading 
experience.  

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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COUNTY  | BUSINESS

by Jesse J. Smith

F
EMALE EMPLOYEES OF a Kingston-based 
developer say they were subjected to mi-
sogynist taunts, crude sexual behavior and 
other forms of harassment by Birchez Asso-

ciates founder and managing partner Steve Aaron.
Their allegations are laid out in a lawsuit fi led ear-

lier this month a federal agency charged with combat-
ing workplace harassment and discrimination. It’s the 
second time a company run by Aaron has faced legal 
action based on his treatment of women employees.

“This behavior has impacted just about every fe-
male employee the company has had for a very long 
time,” said Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission trial attorney Sebastian Riccardi. “This is an 
ongoing problem that aff ects lots of people.”

Aaron is owner of Birchez Associates. The company, 
founded in 2002, has built a number of senior housing 
complexes including Chambers Court in Kingston and 
the Birches in Saugerties. A second Aaron-owned com-
pany, Rondout Property Management manages the 
complexes. Both companies are headquartered at 104 
Smith Avenue where the business grew from Aaron’s 
family’s building supply company.

The lawsuit focuses on claims by three women em-
ployed by the company between November 2018 and 
January 2019. Two of the women were hired as book-
keepers; the third worked in the company’s account-
ing department. All three quit within a few weeks of 
their hiring, citing Aaron’s behavior. That behavior, 
described in court papers, includes a steady stream 

DAN BARTON

Steve Aaron.

Feds sue Steve Aaron
EEOC litigation alleges rampant sexual harassment by developer of women workers

“This behavior has impacted 
just about every female 

employee the company has 
had for a very long time,”
said EEOC trial attorney 

Sebastian Riccardi

of sexual comments directed at them by Aaron.
In one instance, Aaron allegedly told one of the 

women that his “dick may not always work, but my 
tongue will.” In other instances, the women claimed, 
Aaron placed his hand down his pants and fondled 

himself while speaking to them. One woman claimed 
that Aaron repeatedly showed her pornography on 
his phone.

The women also claimed that Aaron made re-
peated comments about their bodies in one instance 
remarking that he “felt like a kid in a candy store” 
when one of the women bent over. The suit also ac-
cuses Aaron of abusive and demeaning behavior in-
cluding referring to the women with a vulgar term 
for female genitalia and shouting and throwing ob-
jects at them. The abusive behavior, the lawsuit con-
tends, occurred on a daily or near-daily basis for the 
duration of their employment.

Complaints did nothing
The lawsuit alleges that the behavior continued 

even after the women complained to Aaron and 
Birchez Associates Chief Financial Offi  cer Stephen 
Fell about their treatment. According to the lawsuit, 
attempts by the EEOC to negotiate a “conciliation 
agreement” with Birchez were unsuccessful.

The lawsuit seeks a court order barring Aaron and 
his employees from further acts of discrimination 
and harassment on the basis of sex. The suit also 
seeks unspecifi ed monetary damages for emotional 
pain and suff ering and loss of income. The suit also 
seeks punitive damages.

This is not the fi rst time a company owned by 
Aaron has faced legal consequences based on his 
treatment of female employees. In 1995, two women 
employed by Aaron’s F&K Supply brought a federal 
lawsuit against the company alleging a remarkably 
similar pattern of behavior by Aaron. In 1998 a jury 
awarded the women $1.45 million. In an appeal to 
the jury verdict, attorneys for the company argued 
unsuccessfully that Aaron’s behavior did not amount 
to discrimination because he heaped abuse on male 
and female employees equally.

Representatives of Birchez Associates were un-
available for comment. The lawsuit is scheduled for 
pretrial conferences in October. ++

Why newspapers?
Print is dead, right? Wrong. Studies show 
readers retain more of what they read in 
print because it’s easier to focus. Fewer 
distractions. The web is great for breaking 
news bytes, but our in-depth stories are 
best consumed in print. We only write local 
stories, so every issue is bound to contain 
something you didn’t know about your com-
munity. You lose that sense of discovery on 
the web, where you’re less likely to happen 
on something you weren’t looking for. And 
while our website is too primitive for such 
things, many sites collect browsing data for 
advertising. Our ads would never be so pre-
sumptious. We print on recycled paper when 
possible, so it’s sustainable—and accessible 
to those without the Internet or iPads; not to 
be overlooked in a Democracy. 

S O M E T I M E S  W E ’ R E  A S K E D

Subscribe and save up to 40%  845-334-8200, subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com or 
ulsterpublishing.com/subscribe (Every subscription includes Almanac Weekly)
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