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‘Empower 
the next 
generation’
Incoming New Paltz 
High School principal 
takes the reins

T
HERE IS A new principal in 
town, and his name is Dr. Mario 
Fernandez. A native of South 
Florida who has served as prin-

cipal at various stops in New York for the 
better part of the last decade, Fernandez 
is thrilled to now be the leader at New 
Paltz High School (NPHS).

“Coming to New Paltz was an easy 
choice,” said Fernandez, who was ap-
pointed on June 19, 2019. He offi  cially 
took the reins from now-retired Barbara 
Clinton on July 10. “It [New Paltz] has a 
tremendous reputation as both a high 
school and a community. It is a college 

Continued on page 15
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The several cooling stations located around the Rosendale Street Festival got a lot of use 
over this past weekend.

Highland’s volunteer firefighters and parade committee members (in alphabetical order): 
Jimmy Anzalone, Jim Balint, Alan Barone, Taylor Dailey, Fred Demaio, Steve DiLorenzo, Jacob 
Dunham, Michael Gaff ney, John Gallagher, Christine LaForge, Roger LaForge, Peter Miller, 
George Monteverdi, Nathan Peura, Francis Piscopo and Alfred Zimmerman. 

“Hot people, cool music”
Intrepid music fans defy scorching weather

at Rosendale Street Festival

by Frances Marion Platt

B
RUTALLY HOT WEATHER, topping 100-degree readings on both Saturday 
and Sunday, suppressed turnout markedly at the 2019 Rosendale Street Fes-
tival. But not one of the 80+ bands who signed up to play for free failed to 
show up on account of the heat, and not one attendee needed to be treated 

for heat-related illness, according to Festival offi  cials.
With the exception of a couple of individuals with health issues, “Almost every 

single performer kept their commitment, turned up, played their heart out and kept 
the spirit of the Festival going,” event co-chair Carrie Wykoff  said late on Sunday af-
ternoon. “I’ve never seen so many people walk around and give each other water, 
remind each other to use sunblock, pass around wet towels. There was a real sense 
of community.” Organizers always make a point of providing bottled water to Festival 
staff , volunteers and performers, but this year demand exceeded supply: “We blew 

by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE ULSTER COUNTY Volunteer Firemen’s Association has held a parade 
every summer for nearly a century, but this year’s 84th annual parade will 
be special. According to John Gallagher, a former chief and past commis-
sioner of the Highland Fire District, the 2019 parade will be the fi rst such 

event to be held in the evening. Highland Hose Company #1, Inc., which is celebrating 
125 years of service to its community this year, will host the parade in the hamlet on 
Saturday, July 27 at 6 p.m. Afterward, the fun will continue at the Town of Lloyd Town 

Field, where trophies in several catego-
ries will be awarded to fi re companies and 
there will be live music by The Hillbillies. 
Hot dogs and hamburgers will be available 

Community heroes
Ulster County Volunteer Firemen’s Association will hold
fi rst evening parade, culminating in fi reworks
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Snyder to retire next year
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Heartwood site plan
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New Paltz

Unison Arts Center opens year-
long exhibit in sculpture garden

NPHS Principal Dr. Mario Fernandez.

Jonathan 
Katz resigns 
as New Paltz 
Town Justice

by Terence P Ward

W
ITH A TERSELY-WORDED 
letter sent to New Paltz 
Town Council members, 
Jonathan Katz ended his 

24-year run as town justice, eff ective Au-
gust 8. Interviews to fi ll the position until 
a permanent replacement is elected will 
be held at the Town Council meeting on 
August 1.

The body of Katz’s letter, dated July 
16, was just one sentence: “I am resign-
ing my position as New Paltz Town Jus-
tice eff ective August 8, 2019.” The news 

Jonathan Katz.

Continued on page 8
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond
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Call for applicants: Town justice 

The Town of New Paltz will be interviewing can-
didates to be appointed as town justice. Interested 
candidates should send a letter of interest and a re-
sume to supervisor@townofnewpaltz.org. Submis-
sions will be accepted through 4 p.m. on Friday, 
July 26.  The Town Board will be holding a special 
meeting in executive session on Monday, July 29 to 
review applications, then will be holding interviews 
during the regularly scheduled Town Board meeting 
on Thursday, August 1. Applicants chosen for inter-
view will be notifi ed on Wednesday, July 31. 

Forest Bathing at Minnewaska State 
Park Preserve 

Join Jane Dobson, a Kripalu-certifi ed mindful out-
door nature guide with MindtheForest LLC, and Lau-
ra Conner, environmental educator at Minnewaska 
State Park Preserve, on Sunday, August 4 from 9:30 
to 11 a.m. to learn about and experience the Japanese 
practice of Forest Bathing or “Shinrin-yoku.”

Forest Bathing is a wellness practice that recon-
nects us with nature and its healing properties. It is 
not hiking or exercise, it is simply being wide awake 
in the present moment. 

This fi rst-ever forest bathing program at Min-
newaska will integrate light exercises, light hiking, 
breathing techniques and quiet nature observation 
to heighten our connections to ourselves, to others 
and to the natural world.

This program is recommended for people 16 
years of age and older. Participants younger than 
18 must be accompanied by a legal guardian or par-
ent. Please wear outdoor-appropriate clothing and 
proper foot wear and bring any water or food that 
you may need. There is no fee for this introductory 
program. Meet at the Peter’s Kill park offi  ce.

Pre-registration is required by calling Minnewaska 
at (845) 255-0752.

Peace mass on August 10

Join the Pax Christi community for a special peace 
mass on Saturday, August 10, 11 a.m., at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in New Paltz. The mass will be fol-
lowed by a light reception at noon. This mass is held 
in observance of the atomic bombings of Japanese 
city’s Hiroshima on August 6, 1945 and Nagasaki on 
August 9, 1945 by the U.S.

The church is located at 34 South Chestnut Street 
in New Paltz. For additional information, call (845) 
255-5635.

Story time from space
at the Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will have a story time from 
space this Saturday, July 27 from noon to 1 p.m. As-
piring space travelers and explorers of all ages can 
come read with the astronauts. Real astronauts on 
the International Space Station will read picture 
books to the audience via the internet. There will be 
some craft time, where participants make their own 
space crafts to take home. No registration is required 
and all ages are welcome.

The program takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Minnewaska Distance Swimmers 
test set for July 27 at Moriello pool

The fi nal opportunity to take the test to join Min-
newaska Distance Swimmers Association will be 
held this Saturday, July 27 from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
Moriello Pool ($6 entrance fee), located on Mulberry 
Street in New Paltz.

To become a member, swimmers must be at least 
18 years of age and pass a test requiring that they 
swim continuously for 500 yards (including 25 yards 
each of the crawl, breast stroke, side stroke and free 
style back stroke) and tread water for three minutes.

Applicants should apply online at www.min-
newaskaswimmers.org and bring a printout of their 
submitted online application, a signed Release of Li-
ability form (PDF on the website), two copies of their 
driver’s license photo and the annual membership 
fee of $20. 

History and fossils of NY with Karen 
Hoferichter at Gardiner Library

Gardiner Library hosts a presentation on the histo-
ry and fossils of New York State and nearby regions 
with teacher Karen Hoferichter on Tuesday, July 30 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. This program is appropriate 
for kids eight and over and adults. Learn and experi-
ence New York State’s history. A brief history of the 
regions of New York State and the changes the land 
has gone through with a hands-on experience of 
New York State fossils. Attendees will examine how 
fossils form and participants will have a chance to 
form their own “fossil.”

The presentation will take place in the library 
community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For fur-
ther information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

Out of this world

Sciencetellers will present “Aliens: Escape from 
Earth” on Friday, August 2, 2 p.m., at Elting Memo-
rial Library, located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

The show is an action-packed and educational 
alien adventure, which with the help of volunteers 
from the audience, uses physics and chemistry to 
bring the story to life. The show is rooted in Next 
Generation Science standards, so the content of the 
show supports curriculum in the classroom.

Gardiner Library cookbook club: 
salad night

The Gardiner Library book club will host another 
meeting of the cookbook club on Thursday, August 
1 starting at 7 p.m. Share stellar recipes in this new 
pot luck, recipe-swapping book club. This month’s 

See what’s below the surface at Historic Huguenot Street

S
EE WHAT’S BELOW the surface at Historic Huguenot Street (HHS) in New Paltz this Sun-
day, July 28 from 3 to 5 p.m. Join HHS for a reception to unveil the fi rst of a series of com-
missioned paintings, based on decades of archaeological research done on the museum’s 
grounds by artist Len Tantillo. With a heavy emphasis on the use of primary resources 

and modern technology to create historically accurate paintings, Tantillo’s paintings will trans-
form the museum’s interpretation of periods for which HHS lacks pictorial representations.

RSVP by contacting Shane Stuart at shane@huguenotstreet.org or (845) 255-1660, extension 
104. For more details on this project and the artist, visit huguenotstreet.org/painting.

L.F. TANTILLO, 2019

Early French Huguenot House C. 1685.

meeting will be a salad night. Avoid the stovetop and 
oven and bring in a favorite salad. Choose a salad 
recipe from any cookbook to bring and share in good 
food, great cookbooks and foodie conversation. At-
tendees can bring tupperware to take home shared 
leftovers. A number of cookbooks are available for 
loan at the library.

The club meets in the library community room, 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Kids’ painting class
with Whitney Burns

The Gardiner Library will host a kids’ painting 
class with Whitney Burns on Tuesday, August 6 from 
4 to 5 p.m.. Pre-register by August 2 by visiting or 
calling the library. This class is for ages fi ve and up 
and costs $16 for materials and supplies which in-
cludes the masterpiece attendees will bring home. 
Create a step-by-step painting using provided acrylic 
paints on an 11 x 14” canvas. Follow along with the 
class or attendees can be provided help with their 
own ideas. Those who wish to attend are welcome to 
bring their own smocks.

Burns is a local mom of two and art teacher. The 
workshop takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Clutterbusting and organizing
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host a workshop on clut-
terbusting on Saturday, August 3 from 11:30 a.m. to 
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1:30 p.m. Pre-registration is required by August 2 
and costs $5. This workshop begins with a lecture 
covering basic clutterbusting and organizing as well 
as time, paper and stress management. This is fol-
lowed by sharing and addressing individual situa-
tions. Group input is highly encouraged in this part 
of the workshop because it provides opportunities 
for other participants to come up with wonderful so-
lutions for real-life individual problems.

Sue Story began ClutterBusters, an organizing ser-
vice for businesses and residences, in 2000. Story 

says she discovered a need for such assistance when 
several of her editing/typing business clients asked 
if she could help organize their offi  ces, which were 
often home-based. Story has been studying the art of 
Feng Shui since 2001 and has taught basic organizing 
in the continuing education divisions of several area 
community colleges and high schools.

The workshop takes place in the library commu-
nity room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

Gardiner Classic 5K

T
HE 17TH ANNUAL Gardiner Classic 5K was held on Thursday, July 18. The course is offi  -
cially described as “a scenic 5K race with rolling hills on paved highway and rail trail.” The 
start and fi nish were in George Majestic Memorial Park. The route went down Sand Hill 
Road, then they hopped onto the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail and came back.

The 5K began at 6:30 p.m., and there was a Kids’ Fun Run for children under 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
baseball fi eld in Majestic Park. Both groups of runners gathered afterwards in the Pavilion for a barbe-
cue with friends, families and supporters, followed by an awards ceremony for the winners in all race 
categories.

This event is a major annual fundraiser for the Gardiner Fire Department.

New Paltz meeting will be held
via video conference

The New Paltz Town Board meeting scheduled 
for Thursday, August 1 will be held via video confer-
ence at the New Paltz Community Center, 3 Veterans 
Drive at 7 p.m., and at the Park County Public Li-
brary, 1500 Heart Mountain Street, Cody, Wyoming 
starting at 5:30 p.m. (Mountain time).

Anime club at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host another installment 
of anime club on Wednesday, July 31 from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. Attendees are invited to watch the anime favor-
ite, Kiki’s Delivery Service, while enjoying snacks and 
drawing and/or coloring characters from the movie. 
Drawing supplies will be provided, as well as pop-
corn and refreshments.

The program takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Ribbon cutting at Village Pizza

Join the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Com-
merce in celebrating Village Pizza’s new owners, 
Mike Katz and Lara Alicandro, on Tuesday, July 30 
at 5 p.m.

The new owners plan to keep some of the last-
ing memories, all the while implementing their 
own spin. They described how the pizza dough and 
sauce will remain the same, but this opportunity has 
brought forth further possibilities of collaboration 
with the use of ingredients from Los Jalapenos to 
create unique pies.

For more information and online registration, visit 
newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243.  

Correction

The article in last week’s issue about the recent 
New Paltz Board of Education reorganizational 
meeting contained a factual error in saying that the 
district has yet to hire three principals for the up-
coming school year, for Duzine and Lenape elemen-
tary schools and for New Paltz High School. Duzine 
principal Ross Hogan was appointed at the June 6, 
2019 BOE meeting, eff ective July 10. High school 
principal Mario Fernandez was appointed at the 
June 19, 2019 meeting, eff ective July 10.

The district is currently interviewing candidates to 
fi ll the Lenape principal slot and should have some-
one in place by mid-August.

LAUREN THOMAS

The Gardiner Classic 5K took place last Thursday evening.

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating

OPEN HOUSE 
August 3rd and 4th 

845-514-0921 
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New Paltz police 
chief to retire next 
year
by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ POLICE Chief Joseph Snyder 
told Town Board members last week that 
he will be retiring in April 2020. He broke 
the news in executive session for the po-

lice commission (a body which for the past several 
years has been populated by Town Council mem-
bers, rather than the citizens who had been appoint-
ed to it previously), but they announced it in public 
as soon as they returned to public session.

Snyder joined the town police force in 1987 as a 
part-timer and was hired as a full-time offi  cer the fol-
lowing year. His rise through the ranks reached its 
pinnacle in 2008, when he was promoted to chief.

The current plan is to promote from within, ac-
cording to Town Supervisor Neil Bettez. ++

Greening the town

New Paltz town offi  cials now have data showing 
how much greenhouse gas is released through mu-
nicipal operations, and have learned about the cli-
mate impacts likely to occur here in New Paltz. At 
their July 18 meeting, they discussed an action plan 
to reduce town-spawned carbon by 46% over the 
next fi ve years. While the prospect of hitting that 
state target may seem daunting, decisions already 
made will make the process much easier.

According to data provided by Amanda Gotto of 
the Climate Action Committee, a 26% drop in the 
fi rst year could be achieved in large part by switch-
ing to a greener electricity provider. With the com-
munity choice aggregation process underway, 100% 
green power will become the default choice and 
make checking that box easier.

Other reductions could come from policy changes 
and accumulate over time. Instructing town em-
ployees to stop idling their engines to keep warm, 
committing to purchasing electric vehicles when 
warranted, swapping out bulbs for LEDs and in-
stalling smart thermostats all will play a part. The 
electric vehicle question is already being answered: 
the next new police car in town will be electric. 
While the heaviest construction equipment is not 

yet practical, the existence of all-electric police cars 
gives hope that before long all types of vehicles will 
be built to use electricity rather than petroleum. As 
new vehicles are purchased, even the dirty ones will 
be more effi  cient than those being replaced. Electric 
vehicles, when available, don't have an idling prob-
lem at all.

The proposed justice center, if outfi tted for high 
effi  ciency, will make a big dent in the numbers. Like-
wise, replacing the town hall trailers with an energy-
effi  cient green building would sharply reduce ener-
gy use and carbon-equivalent output.

Town Supervisor Neil Bettez didn't want to agree 
to all of what Gotto proposed, in particular pointing 
out that changing all town thermostats and bulbs in 
the fi rst year could be cost-prohibitive. The debate 
was thus framed as to whether it's more important 
to set the goal high enough to help solve the wider 
problems of carbon emissions, or low enough that 
they will be achieved and people motivated to strive 
for more. At this meeting, it seemed board members 
were leaning toward the easier win.

-- Terence P Ward

Putt-putting along

New Paltz Town Council members took several 
important steps toward buying a new building to be 
used as some kind of criminal justice center at their 
July 18 meeting. Some of those steps had been taken 
earlier, but after reviewing the process with their le-
gal counsel it was decided that doing it all again was 
the safer bet.

Guided by member Marty Irwin, they fi rst de-
clared their intention to serve as the lead agency 
during the environmental review. Coordinating re-
view in this manner is intended to simplify things 
when more than one body has permits to issue for 
a given matter. Then they determined this to be an 
unlisted action pursuant to state environmental law 
and made a negative declaration of environmental 
signifi cance. That was backed up by a detailed envi-
ronmental compliance resolution which laid out all 
the particulars to show that board members took the 
mandated "hard look" at the impacts before making 
that declaration.

The care given to this process may be due to 
the way this building will be funded, with up to 
$8,000,000 of borrowed money, which residents 
have a longshot chance of thwarting if there's strong 
opposition to this plan, which would relocate both 
court and police headquarters to 59 North Putt 
Corners Road. Town justices and police brass have 
wanted to reunite the two departments under one 
roof since the police left Plattekill Avenue during the 
Hokanson administration.

Should anyone object to this marriage, they would 
have to obtain an estimated 330 signatures (fi ve per-

cent of the number of votes cast in the last general 
election) on a petition to force a referendum on the 
question. Then, the opponents would have to con-
vince voters to reject the building purchase this No-
vember.

Unless that particular form of political theater is 
rolled out, plans will proceed apace to get the build-
ing ready for police, whose lease expires in 2021. 
This purchase is expected to actually save money in 
the long run, as the court is in disrepair and the po-
lice lease was negotiated with a four percent annual 
rent increase.

-- Terence P Ward

Trailing along

New Paltz town offi  cials have agreed to maintain 
the local portion of the Empire State Trail. Negotia-
tion with state leaders was necessary, as the incen-
tive of a mower wasn't what buildings and grounds 
superintendent Chris Marx wanted. He's more 
concerned about removing snow, especially on the 
Thruway overpass. The new railing cost $600,000, 
and it's important to avoid damaging it. At the same 
time, snow can't just be dropped off  the edge onto the 
interstate highway below. If the snow is heavy enough, 
the bollards will have to be removed entirely.

Mowing under those handsome fences would be 
diffi  cult, but now there's some talk of planting wild-
fl owers to minimize the need.

-- Terence P Ward

New Paltz awarded for data-driven 
climate action with fi rst GHG 
inventories

The town and village of New Paltz have completed 
their fi rst community greenhouse gas inventories to 
quantify community-wide greenhouse gas emissions 
that contribute to climate change. For their eff orts, 
the town and village of New Paltz have each achieved 
Milestone 1 of the ICLEI framework and been award-
ed the ICLEI Milestone Award in recognition. This 
award indicates that the town and village have ad-
opted best practices to align their community-scale 
GHG inventories with the U.S. Community Protocol 
for Greenhouse Gas Emissions Accounting. 

By creating these community greenhouse gas in-
ventories, the town and village of New Paltz advance 
their commitment to climate action as part of New 
York State Department of Conservation’s Climate 
Smart Communities program. The community GHG 
inventories were created with funding by The Cli-
mate Smart Community Grant Program, Title 15 of 
the Environmental Protection Fund through the NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation. The 
complete report can be found on both the town and 
village of New Paltz websites.

“The Town of New Paltz’s community greenhouse 
gas inventory will serve as our road map to set a da-
ta-driven GHG-reduction targets and prioritize our 
actions,” said Neil Bettez, Town of New Paltz Super-
visor. “New Paltz is committed to advancing these 
goals, in order to prepare for the coming changes, 
and to ensure that our quality of life will be pre-
served for generations to come.” 

“New York State has just adopted the most aggres-
sive emission reduction goal in the nation,” said Tim 
Rogers, Village of New Paltz Mayor. “The results of 
the Village of New Paltz’s community greenhouse 
gas inventory highlights the areas where the village 
can focus eff orts to do our part in supporting this 
goal.”   

“ICLEI is proud to recognize the town and village 
of New Paltz for their pioneering eff orts to create 
one of the Hudson Valley region’s most comprehen-
sive greenhouse gas inventories,” said Angie Fyfe, 
ICLEI USA Executive Director. “And by doing so, 
they’re also saving energy and money, strengthen-
ing their local economy and creating a more livable 
community.”

The next steps for New Paltz will be to establish 
an emissions-reduction target and develop a climate 
action plan. New Paltz and ICLEI are currently con-
ducting a climate vulnerability assessment to sup-
port climate adaptation alongside mitigation. The 
vulnerability assessment project has been funded by 
The Climate Smart Community Grant Program, Title 
15 of the Environmental Protection Fund through the 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Police Chief Joseph Snyder. 
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by Terence P Ward

W
HEN HE ACQUIRED the Gilded Otter 
for his Orange County-based Clemson 
Bros Brewery in March, Kenan Porter 
said he was hoping to build on the 

goodwill of existing customers as he made "small, 
subtle changes" to "benefi t the current staff , custom-
ers and Town of New Paltz." Current neighbors do 
not consider the changes he started making -- with-

out the benefi t of a permit -- to be either small or 
subtle, and it's straining what goodwill they might 
have otherwise felt.

The board of managers of Town and Country Con-
dominiums right next door on Huguenot Street passed 
a unanimous resolution asking for denial of Porter's 
application to modify the site plan to add extra park-
ing, and to convert it into a paid lot. It appears that 
many of the cars getting parked there don't belong to 
restaurant patrons, and charging those people is the 
plan to open up spots for the business itself. Anyone 
driving there to have a drink or a meal need not worry; 
parking will be validated for customers.

Town and Country Condominiums representative 
Chris White recounted at last week’s Village of New 
Paltz Planning Board meeting, how he saw prelimi-
nary work to add eight parking spots from his own 
window, and how a stop-work order was issued by 
a village building inspector. The Gilded Otter was 
right up against a residential neighborhood when it 
was approved in the '90s and required careful bal-
ancing of those factors, White recalled. "Overall, it's 
worked," he said. Approving what he described as 
an inadequate plan to add parking, which White be-
lieves isn't even needed, would not be a good idea, 
in his view. Noise and light impacts, as well as storm-
water issues, all give him and other managers at 
Town and Country cause for concern.

Charlotte Moss, another resident of the neighbor-
ing complex, said that even with the current buff er 
she hears horns, buses left to idle while passengers 
dine (which could get the driver a fi ne as high as 
$18,000 for a fi rst off ense, if a DEC agent sees it), 
dogs crying while their owners eat, motorcycles 
being started, vehicle doors slamming and jovial 
patrons shouting to one another on their way out. 
"They have a great time there," she observed. When 
deliveries are made -- beginning as early as 3:30 
in the morning, by her account -- truck headlights 
shine in her windows as the vehicles are backed into 
position, drivers greet each other cheerfully with 
shouts and horns, and again, the sonorous tones of 
continuously-idling engines fi ll the air.

Porter's attorney, Eric Goldstein, led with a de-
mand for the recusal of Planning Board member 
Cody Schatzle, a resident of the complex whose 
name was in some way included in email exchanges 
over the work. Schatzle was not present, and Plan-
ning Board chair Eve Walter referred the question of 
his recusal to the board's attorney.

Goldstein played up the challenges Porter has 
faced in purchasing a building "in disrepair" in which 
80 "local people" are employed. He called the im-
pact of eight parking spots at the north end of the 
lot "minimal," saying it could be managed with the 
"substantial buff er that's already in place."

Porter told board members he'd never intended 
on adding the spots, but as cars are being parked on 
-- and ruining -- the grass, he feels it's the only op-
tion. He'll designate it employee parking, minimiz-
ing how often the spots will be turned over. The idea 
of charging arose after putting up more "you can't 
park here" signs did little to change behavior. Those 
not dining in-house would have to pay from one to 
three dollars an hour, he said. Porter expects that 
some people will prefer to pay that rather than hike 
the extra distance to the only remaining free village 
lot, by the sewage treatment plant.

Walter, however, wondered if the extra parking is 
really necessary together with a plan to charge for all 
the parking. Her colleague John Oleske echoed that 
sentiment, but Porter never directly responded.

Zoning allows for 100% coverage of this lot; there 
is no requirement for any green space. That doesn't 
mean board members are ready to approve the 
scheme, though. Porter was told that his off er to 
plant some fast-growing arbor vitae trees "out of the 
kindness of my heart" wouldn't result in an eff ective 
buff er against light and sound. Tom Rocco noted 
that the existing buff er which Goldstein touted was 
entirely off  the property, and Denis McGee thought a 
fence wouldn't be unreasonable.

Board members agreed with White that the plans 
fell short of what they needed, and directed Porter 
to give them more details before the project is put 
back on the agenda. ++

It's all about the framing

Some neighbors of 7 Taylor Street in New Paltz, 
where Valentina Suarez is seeking to legitimize her 
home business of picture framing, told Town of New 
Paltz Planning Board members during the public 
hearing on July 16 that they weren't keen on the idea. 
The home is on a dead-end street deep in a residen-
tial neighborhood, and the additional traffi  c is some-
thing they do not welcome.

Carol Ward "paid a lot of money" to own a home 
on a quiet road, she said. That road, Bonticou View 
Drive, is the only way to get to Taylor Street. If there's 
to be a business there, she reasoned, why not get the 
chained-off  access to the town-owned community 
center opened up to allow patrons to drive in that 
way instead?

Other neighbors do welcome the home occupa-
tion. Connie Battaglia said that it's "not likely to at-
tract streams of customers" due to the nature of the 
business, but also because it's all done by appoint-

NEW PALTZ  | VILLAGE PLANNING BOARD

Neighborly disagreement
Board of managers of Town and Country Condominiums pass a resolution asking for denial
of an application to add extra parking at the Clemson Bros Brewery at the Gilded Otter

ment. Battaglia predicted a car a day at fi rst, and by 
the time business picks up Suarez will have already 
relocated. Suarez has said she hopes to rent at Zero 
Place once it's built.

The home occupation was started without a per-
mit, making this a case of essentially seeking forgive-
ness rather than permission. It was the addition of 
a sign which attracted the notice of village offi  cials, 
and it's one word on that sign -- "gallery" -- which has 
given some neighbors concern. Galleries bring to mind 
art openings, and in a community with poor public 
transportation options, car traffi  c. However, Suarez 
assured board members that this was not her intent. 
Local art is on the walls to provide some visual appeal, 
but not the fanfare of a formal gallery. That resonated 
with chair Eve Walter, who said she'd presumed the 
word was referring to a "gallery of frames."

It's good that Suarez doesn't want to operate both 
a gallery and a frame shop, as that would be two dif-
ferent home occupations under village code, and 
not allowed. Board members, satisfi ed with her ex-
planation, approved the frame shop business. She 
doesn't need to take the "gallery" off  the sign to make 
it offi  cial.

-- Terence P Ward

Church Street project approved

John Johnson's bid to add some business and resi-
dential to the front of his property at 24-26 Church 
Street in New Paltz (formerly the Inn at Orchard 
Heights) was approved last week by the Town of 
New Paltz Planning Board. The new structure will 
have to be painted one of the colors approved by 
historic preservation commissioners, but at no point 
did anyone ask if any care needed to be taken dur-
ing construction to protect the historic Elting Memo-
rial Library just next door. The mature trees along 
the road will pay the price of this progress; death by 
chainsaw is the likely outcome. Once fi nished, the 
project will off er additional retail spaces and apart-
ments in a village many believe lacks both.

-- Terence P Ward

New plan for 12 Plattekill

Clare Hussain brought to the July 16 Town of New 
Paltz Planning Board meeting a revised plan for her 
property at 12 Plattekill Avenue (the site of the for-
mer Village Tearoom). The lot contains two houses, 
one of which she will continue to operate as a restau-
rant. The other she intends on being a hostel, but her 
original idea of having restaurant employees double as 
the on-site staff  didn't sit well with board members last 
month. The new plan will have someone in the hostel, 
with one room becoming an offi  ce. A hearing on the 
application was scheduled for August 6.

-- Terence P Ward

Porter’s application is to 
modify the site plan to add 

extra parking and to convert 
it into a paid lot.

Colleen Fox
President
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Gardiner signs off  on 
Heartwood site plan
by Frances Marion Platt

N
EARLY TWO-AND-A-HALF YEARS after 
Phillip Rapoport and Kristin Soong Rapo-
port fi rst came before Gardiner offi  cials 
to broach the subject of their Heartwood 

eco-cabin project in Tuthilltown, the Planning Board 
voted at its July 16 meeting to put its imprimatur on 
the fi nal version of the site plan, dated July 8. “We’re 
now at the 11 1/2th hour of the approval process. 
They want me to sign the plans,” said board chair 
Paul Colucci. “Do you get a special pen?” joked Plan-
ning Board member Josh Verleun.

Colucci read aloud a memorandum from town 
planner Jim Freiband summarizing his fi nal docu-
ment review and recommending the signature, with 

the additional condition that the Rapoports’ de-
velopment company, Shinrin Yoku, LLC, close the 
site’s existing driveway adjacent to the Stone Wave 
Yoga studios once a proposed “stabilized entrance” 
is constructed. “The applicant has addressed all re-
quirements on this July plan set. As such, the plans 
are ready for board signature,” Freiband wrote.

Carol Richman, the Planning Board’s most vocal 
skeptic of the Heartwood proposal from the outset, 
made one fi nal eff ort to block the project being green-
lit. “How can you approve this without the [terms 

An Article 7 8 lawsuit by the 

Friends of Gardiner against the 

Town of Gardiner, challenging 

the approval on January 17 of 

the special permit, site plan 

and subdivision request for the 

Heartwood project, continues to 

make its way through the courts. 

Rendering of Heartwood’s lobby, spa and restaurant buildings.

Rendering of Heartwood’s double cabin.

of the] conservation easement being known?” she 
asked. “You don’t fi le an easement on a site plan,” 
Freiband replied. Heartwood attorney Mike Moriello 
reminded Richman that the conservation easement 
is attached to the site map fi led with the lot line revi-
sion already approved by the Planning Board. “This 
board’s done with that document,” he said. 

“The language for the conservation easement will 
come before the Town Board, possibly in August,” 
agreed Colucci. “Last I heard, the Open Space Com-
mission was reviewing it and making recommenda-

tions.” “It will not come to us for approval,” affi  rmed 
Planning Board member Ray Sokolov.

Moriello further explained that his clients could not 
move forward with applying for a building permit until 
they have signed plans indicating that they have met 
all conditions, and that the Rapoports’ business inves-
tors were growing restive. “We have been held up four 
months” since site plan approval was granted, he said.

Authorization for Colucci to sign off  on the site 
plan passed by a vote of 4-2, with Richman and Marc 
Moran voting against the motion and newly installed 
Planning Board member Ralph Varano and alternate 
member Becky Fullam ineligible to vote.

Meanwhile, an Article 78 lawsuit by the Friends of 
Gardiner against the Town of Gardiner, challenging the 
approval on January 17 of the special permit, site plan 
and subdivision request for the Heartwood project, 
continues to make its way through the courts. “There 
were oral arguments made, and the judge asked for 
transcripts,” Colucci reported. “It should take 90 days, 
more or less, for the decision.” Freiband noted that the 
judge in the case did not choose to stay the action that 
the Planning Board was about to take, approving the 
site plan. ++
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LLOYD  | TOWN BOARD

by Terence P Ward

C
HANGES AT THE seventh-generation Hep-
worth Farms, mostly in Milton but a bit 
over the town line into Lloyd, have started 
to cause a stir, prompting Gail and Amy 

Hepworth to visit a Lloyd Town Board meeting last 
week as part of a public-relations campaign. They've 
formed a cooperative called Hempire State Growers to 
cultivate hemp for the production of CBD, the cannib-
inoids which don't create a high but are said to have nu-
merous health benefi ts. It's perfectly legal and heavily 
regulated, but the hemp plants in question look -- and 
smell -- a whole lot like their headier cousins. In fact, 
farmer Amy acknowledged that even she can't be sure 

of the diff erence without careful testing.
A 2018 federal rule change opened the door to 

hemp cultivation, with the specifi c rules to be deter-
mined at the state level. New York was one of the 
fi rst states with a full program, and the Hepworths 
have joined with others to form this 30-farmer coop-
erative to bring in a revenue stream other than sell-
ing organic vegetables. Hemp can also be grown for 
its strong fi bers, but the Hepworths explained that 
the approach needed for that is better suited to the 
Great Plains than the Mid-Hudson Valley, which is an 
"exceptional growing area" for CBD cultivation spe-
cifi cally. As of now, they have 160 acres devoted to 
hemp. They will process the plants and then sell it 
on the wholesale market.

There are no fences around the area, but it's moni-
tored. Anyone sneaking in for a buzz will be sorely 
disappointed, as the farmers no doubt also would be 
should this valuable cash crop be damaged by igno-
rant interlopers. ++

Comprehensive, but diverse?

Former Lloyd Planning Board chair Dave Plavchak 
isn't sure the Comprehensive Plan Committee now 
constituted will give voice to all the stakeholders in 
the town. Prior to the committee's membership be-
ing approved, Plavchak expressed concern about 
it being "dominated" by members of the Planning 
Board. Town Council member Joseph Mazzetti 
thought the group's makeup represented "diverse 
expertise" needed for the complex process of updat-
ing the master plan.

A comprehensive plan is supposed to refl ect com-
munity will as to how the town is allowed to grow 
over time. The process of updating one can be dif-
fi cult for volunteers, but hiring consultants is an 

expensive alternative. A critical step following the 
adoption of a plan is to update zoning to refl ect the 
stated priorities.

While not raised in the context of the master plan 
specifi cally, questions about future development in 
the town were asked. Mazzetti wondered about how 
the succession of completed and planned large de-
velopments impacts the capacity of the town's water 
and sewer systems, and former council member Jeff  
Paladino asked what plans are in the works to ad-
dress increasing traffi  c as a result of such growth. A 
well-considered plan might help address both.

-- Terence P Ward

Slow down, you move too fast

Residents of the Highland Hills development in 
the Town of Lloyd are feeling the eff ects of growth 
in the town and would like to have the speed limit 
lowered in their neighborhood. Speed limit changes 
are subject to approval in the state's Department of 
Transportation, where the rules are not particularly 
pedestrian-focused. However, stop signs are entirely 
under town control, and a related request to add 
stop signs to make each of the eight intersections an 
all-way stop is somewhat easier to accomplish. Lloyd 
Town Council member Joseph Mazzetti suggested 
simply directing the highway superintendent to in-
stall them. More "children at play" and speed-limit 
signs will be added to the mix of warnings to drivers.

After the meeting, board attorney Sean Murphy 
confi rmed that the usual practice when putting in 
stop signs is to pass a law as well. Someone with a 
penchant for research, after receiving a ticket for 
passing a stop sign, might be able to get the charge 
dismissed if there is no law empowering that sign.

-- Terence P Ward

Reluctant to act

With Lloyd Town Supervisor Paul Hansut absent 
at last week’s board meeting, his Democratic col-
leagues didn't vote on some of what was on the agen-

What's that smell?
Hepworth Farms form a cooperative called Hempire State Growers to cultivate hemp for the production of CBD

da. They tabled a motion to hire Hansut's former 
confi dential secretary Kate Jonietz to administer sev-
eral grants with which she was intimately familiar at 
a rate of $75 per hour, and briefl y tabled a resolu-
tion in support of a state aid application for the John 
Burroughs Black Creek Trail; they approved it after 
getting more details and being advised that this was 
the last chance to support this project as they had 
during past rounds of funding applications.

The vote to allow the Hudson Valley Rail Trail lot 
near the caboose to get paved to improve handi-
capped access to the Walkway Over the Hudson was 
a bit grudging, as rail-trail board members only were 
told about the plan that week. The project faces the 
same state-aid deadline, but concerns were raised 
about whether this would preclude town offi  cials 
from charging for use of the lot in the future. In the 
end, they agreed it did not.

-- Terence P Ward

What's the benefi t of fi lms
being shot in the area?

There are more fi lms being shot in the region, but 
not all of Lloyd's Town Council members are con-
vinced that this is a good thing. At their July 17 meet-
ing, Lloyd Town Board members discussed whether 
fees should be assessed for a fi lm shoot.

"We should set up some kind of fees, to generate 
revenue," said Joseph Mazzetti.

Leonard Auchmoody saw it diff erently. "You just 
don't want publicity," he said with a smile.

Mike Guerrero seemed to understand Mazzetti's 
concern. The pizza shop owner said that fi lming re-
sults in closed streets, but not necessarily any eco-
nomic boon. "They don't use our food anyway," he 
said.

Economic Development Committee chair Charles 
Glasner noted that fees are a good way to convince 
crews to select another location. Building depart-
ment head David Barton suggested that in lieu of 
a fee, thanks might be placed in the credits. Board 
members present seemed to accept that proposal.

-- Terence P Ward

It's perfectly legal and heavily 
regulated, but the hemp 

plants in question look -- and 
smell -- a whole lot like their 

headier cousins.
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town and, as a high school principal, I have had a 
great deal of success linking to colleges and giving 
kids opportunities to succeed.”

Prior to NPHS, Fernandez spent nine years as princi-
pal at Stillwater High School in Stillwater, NY and most 
recently served as an elementary school principal in 
East Ramapo. His goal at NPHS is to foster a learning 
environment that includes and refl ects the community.

“If you are going to pay attention to diversifi ca-
tion, then you must pay attention to those in the 
community who support you,” he said. “Empower-
ing the next generation means giving them a sense 
of worthiness within the high school environment. 
A high school is a microcosm of a community, so it’s 
my charge to make sure that microcosm is inclusive 
for everybody.”

Working closely with the community is nothing 
new to Fernandez.

“I started out as a middle school Math teacher in Mi-
ami and took on a lot of administrative duties,” he said. 
“The school had a population of 2,400 kids but didn’t 
have an intramurals program. I started one and even-
tually we had upwards of 1,000 kids participating. As 
a high school teacher at East High School in Rochester, 
I was the two-plus-two coordinator working with kids 
who wanted to start going to college early, varsity base-
ball coach, JV volleyball coach, a department head and 
was responsible for introducing and explaining the 
World Wide Web. There was a whole series of things 
that I did outside of the classroom with students, par-
ents and members of the community.”

Fernandez, who has a son in college, said he and 
his fi ancé plan on moving into the district once 
things are settled.

Fernandez was recruited through an extensive 
search conducted by Hazard, Young, Attea & Associ-
ates, a consulting fi rm specializing in educational lead-
ership recruitment. He underwent an extensive multi-
step interview process, which included interviewing 
with student representatives and parents from four 
groups: parents of general education students, parents 
of color, parents of students with disabilities and par-
ents of English as a New Language (ENL) students.

New Paltz Superintendent of Schools Maria Rice is 
pleased to have Fernandez onboard. “I’m look for-
ward to seeing how his leadership experience will 
contribute to the continued success of the New Paltz 
High School,” she said. ++

New principal
(Continued from page 1) 

wasn’t shared at the July 18 Town Council meeting, 
but the following day a call for applicants was posted 
to the town’s website. According to deputy supervi-
sor Dan Torres, town offi  cials were awaiting a legal 
opinion on how to proceed with the replacement.

When there is a resignation in most cases, an ap-
pointment is made until an election is held to fi ll the 
remainder of the term. For justices, according to 
Torres, the election is instead for a full term starting 
with the new year. Due to the timing of this resig-
nation, the election will not take place until Novem-
ber of 2020, leaving the appointee in place for more 
than a year. The cycle of electing a justice every oth-
er year is now over in New Paltz: one will remain an 
off -year town election race while the other will now 
occur during presidential election years instead.

Katz’s fellow justice on the New Paltz bench, James 
Bacon, acknowledged that the decision hadn’t come 
as a surprise to him. “Everybody at the justice court 
is very sorry to see Jon go,” he said. “You can talk to 
the attorneys in town . . . his reputation as a judge is 
well known, and he is very highly regarded. I think 
he served the town well, in a conscientious manner, 
and I’ll miss him as a colleague.”

Andrew Kossover is one of the attorneys in town 
with a long history of practicing before Katz’s bench. 
“I believe it is safe to state, that on behalf of myself 
and my colleagues who have appeared before Judge 
Katz, that his continuous hard work, the professional 
manner in which he carried out his responsibilities, 
the patience and respect he showed all attorneys 
and litigants who came before him, and, of course, 
his dry wit, made appearances in his courtroom as 
professionally pleasurable as one could hope for in 

Jonathan Katz resigns
(Continued from page 1) 

the trying environment of a court of law. He is well 
respected for endeavoring to render fair and just re-
sults. He will be sorely missed,” he said in a state-
ment.

When asked for comment, Katz provided a state-
ment that read, “I have had the honor of serving as 
town justice for 24 years. I have done my best to 
treat people fairly and with the dignity they deserve. 
It’s time to let a younger person have the chance 
to experience the unmitigated joy of being a judge 
in such a wonderful town. My private law practice 

is growing and I want to concentrate on that. I am 
also grateful for the support that I have had from the 
community since my fi rst election in 1995.”

Bacon advised that anyone interested in the posi-
tion to “be ready for a commitment, and know your 
rules of evidence. I think being a lawyer is a help to 
being a justice.” There is no requirement in New 
York that town justices be attorneys, based on the 
tradition that residents should have the opportunity 
to elect anyone they feel is fair-minded to the posi-
tion. According to a 2018 New York Law Journal arti-
cle, 1,110 of the state’s 1,850 town and village justices 
are not lawyers. Residency in the town is a require-
ment, however.

Anyone interested in being interviewed should 
send a resume and letter of interest to supervisor@
townofnewpaltz.org by 4 p.m. on July 26. Council 
members will review these in executive session at a 
special meeting on July 29 to select candidates to in-
terview. Those conversations will take place during 
the regular August. 1 board meeting. ++

“I have had the honor of serving 

as town justice for 24 years,” said 

Jonathan Katz. “I have done my 

best to treat people fairly and 

with the dignity they deserve. It’s 

time to let a younger person have 

the chance to experience the 

unmitigated joy of being a judge 

in such a wonderful town. 
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Ulster County Fair returns to New Paltz July 30-August 4

N
EWSPAPERS CAPTURE HISTORY in 
the making. If they bear witness to it 
long enough, they eventually become 
part of the fabric of that history. Over 
the past several decades, thanks to the 

dedication and skill of our staff  photographer Lau-
ren Thomas, the New Paltz Times has amassed a visu-
al chronicle of community events that happen year 
after year, the places where they occur, the people 
who bring them into being. Once each month, we 
plan to take a deep dive into our extensive visual ar-
chives and piece together a longitudinal portrait of 
aspects of our community that have persisted or re-
curred regularly over time. Our readers will be able 
to see what has changed and what has not. Nostal-
gia for our shared past, confi dence in what endures, 
hope for our future are all aspects of what we hope 
to fi nd, exploring together. 

And now, the story behind the Ulster County Fair, 
captured in pictures.

The armchair time traveler

FILE PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

In 2007: In front of the funhouse at the fair: (clockwise from top left) Douglas Schultes, Debbie Schultes, Danyelle 
Barrett, Amanda Schultes and Robert Schultes.  

 Racing and swimming pigs at the Ulster County Fair in 2007. A strange looking form of aquatic kiddie entertainment at the Ulster County Fair in 2010.

On the Himalaya at the Ulster County Fair in 2017.At the Ulster County Fair in 2008: This nine-month-old joey named Pixie, is being held by 
Casey Ianucci.

The 2019 edition of the Ulster County Fair returns to the Ulster County Fair-
grounds in New Paltz from July 30 to August 4 and opens with a bang: an awesome entry 
discount of $50 for up to eight people on Carload Night, beginning at 4 p.m. on Tuesday. 
Seniors are admitted free from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday, August 1; otherwise, the pay-
one-price admission of $17 per person covers all midway rides, shows and entertainment 
(not counting games). The fairgrounds are open from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday, midnight Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. on Sunday. Rides open at 11 a.m. Daily en-
tertainment includes music, Robinson’s Racing Pigs, the Two by Two Petting Zoo, stiltwalk-

er Carrie McQueen, Professor Chalmers Bodkin-Child’s Amazing Patent Medicine and Magic 
Show, the Butterfl y Experience and chainsaw carver Josh Landry. Wednesday evening ends 
with fi reworks. There’s a garden tractor pull on Tuesday evening, a truck pull on Thursday 
evening and an antique tractor pull on Friday evening. Horse shows spotlight draft horses 
on Wednesday and Friday, ponies on Thursday, a Western gymkhana on Saturday and Eng-
lish dressage on Sunday. Other attractions include police dog drills, spinning and weaving 
demonstrations, all the usual competitions for farm animals, preserves and pies -- not to 
mention the 4-H Club’s booth selling justly famous extra-thick milkshakes. For full County 
Fair schedules and much more info, visit http://ulstercountyfair.com.
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Heppner cited by City & State

Ulster County legislature majority leader Jon Hep-
pner, whose district includes all of Woodstock and 
a portion of Hurley, has been recognized by City & 
State, a media organization that publishes a weekly 
magazine covering politics and government in New 

York City and New York State, in its “2019 Albany 
40 Under 40.” These are among “the countless indi-
viduals who are driven by an unwavering determina-
tion to truly improve state government — especially 
among the younger generation. That’s why City & 
State takes time each year to identify 40 people un-
der the age of 40 who are shaking up state politics.”

His day job is that of press secretary to the state 
senate Democrats. Heppner, 31, is keeping his op-
tions open. “I wouldn’t rule out any future possibil-
ity,” he says. “When I fi rst ran for the county leg-
islature at age 28, it wasn’t really something I had 

planned on doing [but] I took the chance and it was 
successful.'”

Flag’s father remembered

Gilbert Baker, the creator of the Rainbow Flag, the 
globally recognized symbol of the LGBTQ commu-
nity, will be remembered in a special event on Sat-
urday, July 27 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Hudson Valley 
LGBTQ Community Center, 300 Wall Street in Up-
town Kingston.

Baker’s artistry and legacy will be celebrated in 
an afternoon reading of his new posthumously pub-
lished memoir, Rainbow Warrior: My Life in Color. 
A short fi lm about Baker’s life, directed by Oscar-
winning producer Bruce Cohen, will be screened. 
Center executive director Jeff  Rindler will introduce 
a group of community activists who will read short 
passages from Baker’s memoir. Books will be sold 
on-site by The Golden Notebook of Woodstock.

Admission is free. The public is welcome. Refresh-
ments will be provided by Sharkie’s Meatballs of 
Woodstock. For more information, visit http://lgbtq-
center.org/

Crowd causes Kingston date change

The Town of Kingston planning board crossed 
several thresholds at its long-anticipated July 15 con-
tinuation of a recessed public hearing on Thomas 
Auringer’s proposal to build a half-million-square-
foot manufacturing facility off  Route 28 on property 
surrounded by the Bluestone Wild Forest and associ-
ated conservation lands recently purchased by the 
Open Space Institute. 

Town and local fi re department offi  cials directed 
parking outside and used a metal directing wand to 
check all entering the Kingston town building July 15. 
But following a public hearing on a new solar array 
farm proposed for the town, a recently hired legal 
consultant for Kingston stood and announced that 
the public hearing that had drawn the crowd would 
be postponed indefi nitely. The reason? Mandatory 
visitor sign-ups had indicated the crowd inside town 
hall had exceeded a 150-person capacity and accord-
ing to the state’s Open Meetings Law the hearing 
would need to be cancelled.

As Kingston town planning board chairman John 
Konior put it, in regard to both the cancellation and 
security precautions, “The town board didn’t want a 
repeat of the last time we met about this, which they 
called a riot.”

 “There’s a lot that has to be done,” said attorney 
Richard Golden, recently hired by the town. “We’ll 
announce when and where our next meeting takes 
place in the town’s legal newspaper (the Daily Free-
man), as well as on the planning board’s website.”

The planning board’s next scheduled meeting is 
on August 29.

Prison for driver in DWI crash

A Saugerties man was sentenced to four to twelve 
years in state prison last week for a drunken driving 
accident that left two of his friends with devastating 
injuries. County court judge Donald Williams hand-
ed down the sentence after family members of the 
victims read emotional statements about the impact 
of the January 6 accident on Route 32 in Saugerties.

That day, police say, 35-year-old Tyler Kuhn picked 
up friends Kieshawn Blanche, 24, of Kingston and 
Brittany Ruskie and Justin Malloy, both 23, of Sau-
gerties. The group drove to Catskill to do some work 
on a home owned by Kuhn’s family.  Along the way 
they picked up a twelve-pack of beer at a Stewart’s 
store. Around 11 a.m., the friends headed back to 

Cruise for a Cause  Friday, August 16th on Hudson River Cruise
The KidsPeace “Cruise for a Cause” event starts and ends at 

the Hudson River Cruises facility at Historic Rondout Landing, 1 
East Strand in Kingston. The two-hour cruise aboard the Rip Van 
Winkle riverboat includes dinner, a cash bar, a raffle and silent 

auction, as well as music and stunning views of the Hudson River Valley at sunset. 

Tickets for the cruise are $50 each and can be purchased  
during regular business hours at the KidsPeace Foster 

Care office at 200 Aaron Court in Kingston.

Proceeds from the cruise will help KidsPeace’s 
therapeutic foster care efforts for the growing 

number of children entering the foster care 
system in the Hudson Valley region.

We respect our clients’ privacy. The models represented in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and in no way represent or endorse KidsPeace. © 2015 KidsPeace.

fostercare.com
845-331-1815
200 Aaron Court
Kingston, NY 12401

Antique Fair and Flea Market
August 3rd - 4th, 2019

at the Washington County Fairgrounds

Rte. 29, Greenwich, NY (12 mi. East of Saratoga Springs, NY)

$4 admission, 
(65+  $3, under-16 - FREE)

Old-Fashioned Antique Show
featuring 200+ dealers, free parking,  

great food, and real bathrooms.
($10 - Early Buyers -  Fridays before show)

$90 - Dealer Spaces Still Available:
FAIRGROUND SHOWS NY

PO Box 528, Delmar, NY 12054
www.fairgroundshows.com
fairgroundshows@aol.com

Ph. 518-331-5004

Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 

who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and 

backed by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less 
E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 

a member of Westchester Medical Center 

Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member 

of our care team within 30 minutes.  

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 
at HAHV.org/ER30

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. HAHV.org

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.
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Saugerties to get lunch.
They never made it back. According to prosecu-

tors, Kuhn’s car was traveling as fast as 110 m.p.h. 
when it became airborne and hit a tree. Ruskie and 
Malloy were ejected from the vehicle while Blanche 
was pinned inside the overturned car. Ruskie, who 
was in court at sentencing, was left paralyzed from 
the waist down. Blanche had his right leg amputated 
at the hip and has been hospitalized at Albany Medi-
cal Center since the accident. Malloy suff ered less 
serious injuries while Kuhn walked away from the 
crash with severe facial lacerations.

Kuhn’s eff ort to apologize to his victims was cut 

short by judge Williams, who said he didn’t believe 
Kuhn was genuinely remorseful. Williams noted that 
in the immediate aftermath of the accident, Kuhn 
had lied to investigators rather than accept responsi-
bility for his actions. “I don’t buy any of the stuff  you 
said today,” said Williams. “None of it.”

 -- Jesse J. Smith

Bakery • Jane’s Ice Cream
OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30

Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

HOMEGROWN SWEET
CORN IS HERE!

HOMEGROWN STRAWBERRIES!

DELICIOUS FRESH PRODUCE
PICKED EVERY DAY

Including Green Beans, Kale, Lettuces, 
Summer Squash & Much More!

Fresh-cut flower bouquets picked 
daily from our garden!

Portfolio by Wells Fargo 3

1. 

 

 

This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.

Platinum Savings Account

2.00% 

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

2.10% 

Enroll in a branch by August 30, 2019.

Ask about our business savings rates. 

THIS MONTH’S TOPIC: AGING IN PLACE
Aging in Place is allowing you to stay in your own 

home as you age and receive services at home

JULY 30TH
2:00pm

Best Western Plus
503 Washington Ave.
Kingston, New York

RSVP
845.338.6405
info@herzoglaw.com

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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by Sharyn Flanagan

U
NISON ARTS CENTER has mounted a year-
long exhibition designed to disappear on 
its own. “Composed to Decompose,” the 
21st annual show to be featured in the art 

center sculpture garden, opened Sunday, July 21 and 
will remain on view through July 2020.

Co-curated by Michael Asbill, head of the sculp-
ture program at SUNY New Paltz, and Linda Wein-
traub, author of What’s Next: Eco-Materialism and 
Contemporary Art, “Composed to Decompose” is 
comprised of site-specifi c installations meant to 
challenge people’s desires for material stability and 
provoke an awareness that we humans disturb eco-
system functions when we suppress the life-support-
ing dynamics of decomposition through our actions. 
According to the curators, the exhibition “demon-
strates that it is through decomposition that fertility 
is replenished, ecosystems are revitalized, and life is 
renewed.”

Based on the concept of eco-materialism explored 
in Weintraub’s book, which advocates for humans to 
respect non-human systems and functions, the in-
stallations invite the eff ects of weather, season and 
wildlife. “By July 2020, when the exhibition year 
ends, the vitality of each site will be enlivened and 
enhanced by these decomposed artworks,” say the 

curators.
The 32 participating artists created their works 

using biodegradable materials that will decompose 
and change with time and weather over the course 
of the year to come, with return visits to the instal-
lation driving home the concepts inherent in the ex-
hibit. The contributors to the exhibit dispensed with 
conventional art practices – “which tend to be pol-
luting and depleting,” according to the curators – in 
favor of using natural materials that will ultimately 
restore the ecosystem in which the works have been 
placed.

In addition, 14 artists will mount monthly se-
quential installations in a companion exhibition, 
“Composed to Decompose: Sequential Responsive 
Transformations,” 12 projects staged on a single site 
changing monthly until the show ends next summer. 
According to Weintraub and Asbill, “Each month a 
new artist will enter the site to add to and/or alter 
the remains of previous artists’ installations, con-
tributing to an ongoing sequence of interactive inter-
ventions. In this manner, artists emulate the respon-
siveness that prevails among wildlife, instead of the 
domination that prevails in contemporary industrial 
practices.”

For example, July’s sequential artist, Michael Mc-
Donough, not only chose to work with bamboo, he 
brought his materials to Unison Arts Sculpture Gar-
den using an electric vehicle. Mary Ann Davis, Maria 
Patricia Tinajero and Kate Farrington created the ink 
used in their installation with wild mulberries, craft-
ing paper from pulp fermented by human saliva. 
And Eliza Evans’s “Vault” uses adobe fi gures con-
taining a single seed from the functionally extinct 
American Chestnut tree, setting up the conditions 
for a small chestnut orchard to potentially emerge 

if the seeds breed with engineered trees that will be 
released into the forests within the next two years.

Another installation in the exhibit involving tree 
sustainability is Allyson Levy’s “Ashes to Ashes,” 
which involves her use of wax to preserve seeds 
from the Ash tree population decimated in recent 
years by the Emerald Ash Borer beetles, attach-
ing seeds from a surviving ash tree to the standing 
trunks of dying Ash trees. According to Levy’s artist 
statement in the accompanying exhibition brochure, 
“The goal with this project is that during the next 
year, the seeds will fall off  the tree trunks and be 
spread by the wind. Unlike fresh seeds that germi-
nate quickly when hitting soil, these seeds coated in 
beeswax will take longer to decompose in nature. By 
the time the wax breaks down naturally, these ‘fresh’ 
Ash seeds will produce trees in an environment no 
longer plagued by the Emerald Ash Borer.”

Some of the installations are more successful than 
others. This reporter personally found the project 
mounted by Joanne Alvis and Tasha Depp, “Clogging 
the Garderobe,” to be off ensive in its use of human 
feces that created an unbearable stench throughout 
the garden, making it impossible to stand anywhere 
near the piece long enough to even consider its con-
ceptual message of utilizing biological waste as “a 
tribute to the human history of consumption and 
expulsion.” The artist statement in the brochure is 
equally troubling in its assertion that because the 
clay soil at Unison will not allow water to drain from 
the pits comprising the project, “mosquitoes have 
taken over the stagnant water as a breeding ground.” 

Unison Arts Sculpture Garden is free to the public 
and open year-round from dawn to dusk.

Unison is located at 68 Mountain Rest Road in New 
Paltz. For additional information, call (845) 255-1559. ++

NEW PALTZ  | ART

Composed to Decompose
Unison Arts Center opens year-long exhibit in sculpture garden

A detail of Maria Lupo's "Wishin' and Hopin'-A Living Quilt." PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

A detail of Nicolae Golici's "42 Seeds".

Beth Haber's "Leaves of Grass." A detail of Daniel Totten's installation "Skins as New Testament."

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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Opening night: Ben Williamson (First Rabbit and co-artistic director) and Harry Lipstein (founder/producing artistic 
director).

Carrot & 
stick
Denizen pushes the 
theatrical envelope with 
“White Rabbit Red Rabbit”

by Frances Marion Platt

W
HEN IRANIAN PLAYWRIGHT Nassim 
Soleimanpour wrote his groundbreak-
ing theatrical experience White Rabbit 
Red Rabbit in 2010, he wasn’t allowed 

to leave the country. A conscientious objector, he 
refused to sign up for obligatory military service, 
thereby becoming ineligible to obtain a passport. 
So he wrote a play designed to go viral around the 
world and bring him feedback from audiences in 
many countries – literally: Part of the script involves 
giving out his e-mail address and encouraging view-
ers to report back to him on how the show went. It 
was his vehicle for virtual travel, connecting with 
others via the magic of the stage.

There isn’t much more detail in which a reviewer 
of White Rabbit Red Rabbit can indulge without spoil-
ing its content. It is structured to be performed as a 
“cold reading” by a diff erent actor every night – an 
actor who has neither read the script nor ever seen 
a performance of the play. Thousands of actors have 
risen to the challenge over the past decade, some of 
them quite famous, and not every one has relished 
such a raw experience of “winging it.” There’s some 
room for improv built into the script, but mostly it 
requires a close and exact reading. Following the 
author’s instructions to the letter is essential to the 
message he’s trying to convey.

And boy, what a message. Given what we know go-
ing in about the author’s life experience, it’s prob-
ably safe to divulge that White Rabbit Red Rabbit can 
be interpreted politically. But the questions the play 
raises are broader and more philosophical than that. 
Audiences certainly don’t need to have ever lived in a 
place like Iran to spot how these questions challenge 
our assumptions – about art, about life, about free 
will and responsibility, about the choices we make 
or decline to make, about how beliefs and behavior 
patterns become self-perpetuating. In The Making 
of Americans, Gertrude Stein divides people up into 
two categories she sees as fundamental: those who 
act and those who resist. I suspect she would have 
found White Rabbit Red Rabbit as delightful, unset-
tling and thought-provoking as I did.

All this comes alive and starts to make sense once 
the play gets underway, as it is doing 14 times this 
month at Denizen Theatre in New Paltz’s Water 
Street Market. The audience is seated in view of a 
simple stage setup: a rug on the fl oor, a ladder, a 
stool and a little table on which rest two glasses of 
water. The actor of the moment – Connie Ray (Thank 
You for Smoking, Stuart Little, ER) on the night that 
this reviewer attended – is introduced and handed 
a sealed envelope. One additional prop has been 
placed in the actor’s pocket on the way in.

The performance begins, and with it, almost im-
mediately, the audience interaction. In one way or 
another, you will be asked to cooperate (if you’re a 

reviewer bearing a notepad, you might end up tak-
ing notes). You can accept; you can decline; you can 
do something other than you’re directed to do. All 
such choices help shape the experience of the play, 
as will your ability to suspend disbelief in seemingly 
improbable outcomes.

The rabbits in the title are meaningful, at least 
metaphorically. Animal imagery starts out fanciful 
and ends up something much more sober as the 
stakes of the action escalate. One thing’s for certain: 
For all its interactivity, White Rabbit Red Rabbit is no 
lightweight murder-mystery dinner theater. Serious 
questions are raised here, and the audience as well 
as the designated actor are challenged to grapple 
with them.

If this all sounds tantalizingly vague, go with the 
being-tantalized part, lest I divulge far too much. Suf-
fi ce it to say that White Rabbit Red Rabbit is a must-
see for anyone who looks to theater for more than 
entertainment, who thinks deeply about what is 
asked of us in being human and living on this fragile 
planet in diffi  cult times, in societies and under lead-
ership that may not have our best interests at heart.

Upcoming performances of White Rabbit Red Rab-
bit at Denizen begin at 8 p.m. Wednesdays through 
Saturdays and at 2 p.m. on Sundays. Actors sched-

uled to undertake the challenge are the TMI Proj-
ect’s Julie Novak on July 24, Hettie Barnhill on July 
25, Shadowland Theater’s Brendan Burke on July 
26, Sean Cullen on July 27, Carolyn McCormick on 
July 28, the Rosendale Theatre’s Ann Citron on July 
31, J. J. Kandel on August 1, John Leonard Pielmeier 
on August 2 and Thomas Sadoski on August 3. Tick-
ets cost $28 general admission, $24 for seniors, $15 
for young people under age 30 and $5 for students. 
Those who wish to reexperience White Rabbit Red 
Rabbit a second or third time with a diff erent actor 
get a $5 discount. To order, visit https://ci.ovationtix.
com/35097/production/1006681.

Also, leave time before the performance to check 
out “A Picture Paints 1,000 Words,” the art exhib-
it currently on view in the Denizen Theatre lobby, 
curated by Wendy Lipstein, Marcy Bernstein and 
Alex Baer. Thirteen local artists were given canvas-
es and invited to a “mystery painting party” where 
they were given two hours to paint their response 
to a one-word prompt: either “Freedom” or “Con-
formity.” The paintings are for sale for either $75 or 
$90 depending on size, and proceeds will be split 
between the artists and Wild Earth.

For more information, visit www.denizentheatre.
com/white-rabbit-red-rabbit. ++

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

Our Pets are Friends
We need them as much as they need us. So to help ensure a long and healthy life, our 
discounted wellness care packages cover every phase of their development. Our kitten 
and puppy packages provide head-to-tail checkups, spay/neuter, vaccinations, blood 
screenings, parasite tests and more.

And for the later stages of life, our comprehensive wellness packages and preventive 
care provide the same TLC for adult canines and felines.

We care.
We have pets too.

 Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman

Newburgh 
Veterinary 
Hospital is

14 North Chestnut St. New Paltz
845-255-1890

All Creatures Veterinary Hospital
Open every day except Sunday.

For appointments call (845) 255-1890 or visit
us at newpaltzvet.com or on Facebook.

Law enforcement & military discounts available. 
1716 Route 300 Newburgh

845-564-2660

Discounted Wellness
Care Packages
for all phases of life.

Family owned since 1993.

We care.
We have pets too.

 Dr. Flanagan and Dr. Friedman
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 Community heroes
(Continued from page 1) 

and some vendors will be on hand, too, with all the 
activity culminating in fi reworks at approximately 
9:30 p.m.

The parade is expected to last an hour and a half, 
with some 39 diff erent fi re companies participating. 
Those who come to watch should be able to view 
the parade by lining up on any of the main streets in 
downtown Highland, said Gallagher, with the Town 
Field celebration following planned to be much like 
Highland’s Independence Day celebration.

“We hope the community comes out to see what 
their fi re department is all about, and just have an 
enjoyable evening,” said Gallagher. “It should be a 
pretty good event!”

The parade will kick off  with a Town of Lloyd 
Police escort and the Ulster County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
color guard unit. 

Michael DePaola, president of the Ulster County 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association, will escort the pa-
rade’s Grand Marshall Steve DiLorenzo, who joined 
the Highland department in 1969 and has been a 
driver/operator, line offi  cer, captain and then chief 
from 1987-1989. He won his fi rst fi ve-year term as fi re 
commissioner in 1998 and today is chairman and 
still an active responder.

Additional participants in the parade will be High-
land Hose Co. #1 Life Members, Amerscot Highland 
Pipe Band, Highland Hose Co. #1, Highland Ladies, 
Ulster County Department of Emergency Services, 
20th Century Color Guard, Past Chief Ben Bragg, Ar-
dsley Band, Ardsley Fire Department, Professional 
Musicians of Orange County, SW Johnson Engine 
Co. #2, Coldenham Fife and Drum Corp, Coldenham 
Fire Department, Hyde Park FD, First Vice President 
UCFVA -- John Kelly, Ulster Hose Co. #5, Esopus Fire 
Department, Esopus Ladies, Kerhonkson Fire Com-
pany, Walker Valley Marching Band, Walker Valley 
Chemical Engine Co. #1, Walker Valley Ladies, Port 
Ewen Fire Department, Marbletown Fire Company, 
High Falls Fire Company, Second Vice President 
UCFVA Rick Dillon, Napanoch Band, Napanoch Fire 
Department, Napanoch Ladies, Professional Musi-

SeaHawks at 59 straight

T
HE NEW PALTZ SeaHawks ran their dual-meet string to 59-in-a-row with Saturday's 400-
209 home win over Hyde Park. The SeaHawks are 5-0 on the season and fi nish the regular 
season with a make-up meet at Red hook on Monday (too late for this edition of the New 
Paltz Times) and at Kerhonkson on Wednesday, July 24 at 5 p.m.

New Paltz got triple wins from Brooke Vos (11-12 girls), Julia Napoli (13-14 girls) and Abbie Santos 
(15-18 girls); with double wins for Ashley Benkert (15-18 girls), Theo Salamone (8-under boys), Omar 
Santos (9-10 boys), Nick Napoli (9-10 boys), Rowan Santos (11-12 boys), Tadju Trzewik-Quinn (15-18 
boys), Caden Salamone (9-10 boys) and Andie Psilopoulos (13-14 girls); with solo wins for Katelyn 
Otis (11-12 girls), Cameron Heiz (13-14 girls), Ava Demassio (13-14 girls), Logan Pece (15-18 boys), Alex 
Demis (15-18 boys), Violet D'Amour (8-under girls), Jasper Bacon (8-under boys), Tate Wilson (11-12 
boys), Zofi a Trzewik-Quinn (15-18 girls), Abbie Forstell (8-under girls) and Delaney Pece (11-12 girls).

The SeaHawks also won the Mixed 200 relay with Mike Messina, Andie Psilopoulos, Brook Vos 
and Omar Santos; the 8-under relay with Abiie Forstell, Beckett Brassard, Melanie Laurie and Theo 
Salamone; the 9-10 relay with Nick Napoli, Ella Brassard, Trent Suchowiecki and Renata Martinez; 
the 11-12 relay with Tate Wilson, Rebecca Lucchesi, Rowan Santos and Delaney Pece; and the 13-14 
relay with Julia Napoli, Griffi  n Santos, Riley Burdick and Will D'Angelo.

New Paltz goes for its seventh straight DUSO Championship this coming Saturday, July 27 at the 
Ulster County Pool at 9 a.m.

-- Rich Corozine

NEW PALTZ | SPORTS

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Julia Napoli.
Brooke Vos.

cians of Orange County 2nd, Milton Engine Co #1, 
Maybrook Boy Scouts Musical Unit, Plattekill Fire 

Department, Cragsmoor Fire Company, Vly-At-
wood Fire Company, Saugerties Fire Department, 
East Kingston Fire Department, 3rd Vice President 
UCFVA Michael Scaturro, Marlboro Musical Unit, 
Marlboro Hose Co. #1, Clintondale Fire Department, 
Accord Fire Company, St. Remy Fire Department, 
Kripplebush-Lyonsville Fire Company, Big Indian-Ol-
iverea Fire Company, Big Indian-Oliverea Ladies, Ol-
ive Fire Department, 4th Vice President UCVFA Fred 
DeGraff , Wallkill Musical Unit, Wallkill Fire Depart-
ment, Wallkill Ladies, New Paltz Fire Department, 
Modena Fire & Rescue, Modena Ladies, Gardiner 
Fire Department, Saxton Fire Department, Bloom-
ington Fire Company, 5th Vice President UCFVA 
Stephanie Rice, West Hurley Fire Department, Rifton 
Fire Department, Tillson Fire Department, Saints of 
Swing Band, Ellenville Fire Department, Centerville 
Fire District, Lomontville Fire Department, Sawkill 
Fire Department and the Rosendale Fire District. ++

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations 
You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

TIME TO FIX YOUR MUDDY
DRIVEWAY? WE CAN HELP!

Homeowner Excavation & Dump Truck Service

• Top Soil, Gravel & Shale
• New Footing Drains for Old Houses
• Foundations • Site Clearing
• Septic Systems
• All Your Excavating Needs 
• Commercial & Residential Work

� “Satisfying Homeowners Since 1993” �

BRUCE KATZ • (845) 255-0803

DDDDD
Homeowner

WE’RE
LOCAL!

WHY WE’RE THE
PREFERRED TEAM!!

“Colucci Shand Realty strategized with me on 
the best way I could maximize my investment  

to sell it quickly for the best price”.
— Hope Mauran  

COLUCCI SHAND REALTY, INC
255-3455

Gardiner Gables    2356 Rte. 44-55 Gardiner, NY 12525
www.coluccishandrealty.com

** Become a Fan of Colucci Shand Realty on Facebook **
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“Hot people, cool music”
(Continued from page 1) 

Rondout Valley High School students at the Rosendale Street Festival (L-R): Vlad Perry, 
Dahlia Rosen, Hazel Parker-Myers, Kara Hogan and Lara Goldstein.

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Pitchfork Militia's Peter Head on the firetruck and Joe Morgan on the drums.

Rosendale's Queen of the Hoops Elena Brandhoher.Volunteering for garbage detail at the Rosendale Street Fest is an annual family tradition. 
Pictured (L-R):Jeannine Goetschius, Phil Goetschius, Jim McGee and Justin McGee.

everything that we usually do in two days yesterday.”
Water was accessible up and down the length of 

Main Street in downtown Rosendale in a variety of 
ways all weekend, and not only for drinking. The 
Fire Department had a sprinkler running in front of 
the fi rehouse, and another one hooked up to a hy-
drant on Hardenburgh Lane alongside the municipal 
parking lot; several private homeowners along Main 
let sprinklers run in front of their houses as well.

Down a leafy alleyway at 375 Main Street, resident 
Ron Parenti was doing what he does every year at 
Festival time: keeping a rented infl atable water slide 
clean and ready for the waves of children who come 
by, sometimes as many as 10 or 12 at a time. This 
weekend was such a scorcher that even some adults 
could be seen emerging from the site with their 
shorts soaked from sliding. Parenti charges a small 
fee to help cover the rental cost, but “It’s a really bad 
business model,” he said. “It costs me about $300, 
and I get about $240 back.” Nevertheless, now that 
he has been hosting the slide for about eight years, 
he knows that the kids will miss it if he ever stops, 
so he keeps on doing it as a sort of public service, 
noting, “It’s always the hottest weekend of the year.”

Remarkably, attendees seemed to have heeded all 
the public health warnings about the heat emergen-
cy and taken care to drink plenty of water, stay in the 
shade and not overexert themselves. “Everyone’s 
keeping hydrated,” Andrew Russell of Mobile Life 
Services said late on Sunday afternoon at the fi rst aid 
station at the fi rehouse. No one had needed treat-
ment beyond a few bandages. “A couple of people 
fell, but we had no heat-related emergencies.”

There was some unwelcome excitement on Satur-
day evening, however, when a toppled tree brought 
down a power line and started a transformer fi re 
near Fann’s Plaza on Route 32, triggering a cascad-
ing blackout that soon aff ected all of downtown 

Rosendale. The loss of power, and thus amplifi ca-
tion, meant that most of the six stages had to wrap 
up the music earlier than planned. But two bands us-
ing acoustic instruments were able to continue play-
ing unplugged, and audiences congregated in those 
spots for a more intimate concert experience. 

“The Mountain Stage and the Café were the only 

ones that kept going,” reported Carl Welden, who 
ran the sound booth both days at the Café Stage, in the 
Rosendale Café parking lot. “Yard Sale had an upright 
bass, a banjo and a violin. They drew the biggest crowd 
of my day.” Meanwhile, Lara Hope and the Ark-Tones 
soldiered on at the Mountain Stage, situated in Willow 
Kiln Park. “People seem happy to be here,” Welden 
added. “They’re hot, but they’re not miserable. We’ve 
got hot people and cool music.”

For those brave enough to walk the whole length of 
Main Street in the blazing sunshine, there were plenty 
of other attractions to enjoy: food and drink vendors 
off ering two-for-one specials to boost business; local 
shops and restaurants touting their air-conditioned 
premises; chalk art in front of Soy; various perfor-
mances inside the cool dimness of the Rosendale The-
atre; an array of homemade rhythm instruments in 
front of the Redwing Blackbird Theater that tempted 
passersby into impromptu drumming sessions; roller 
derby queens from the Mid-Hudson Misfi ts skating at 
a leisurely pace through the sparse crowds; an elegant 
antique carriage called a basket phaeton on display at 
the Century House Historical Society booth.

There was no shortage of fun to be had, but as Car-
rie Wykoff  noted, low turnout makes organizing the 
following year’s Rosendale Street Festival -- which 
costs about $60,000 annually to produce and relies 
entirely on voluntary donations and vendor fees -- a 
bigger-than-usual challenge. “Our numbers were ex-
tremely low because of the heat and humidity. At the 
gates alone, we were down $6,000 from last year,” 
she said. “We’re going to have to rally and do some 
serious fundraising to make next year a reality.” She 
recommended that supporters follow the Festival’s 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/rosendal-
estreetfest to fi nd out about upcoming events, includ-
ing a volunteer appreciation party in the fall where 
new recruits for 2020 are welcome to attend. ++

At the gates alone, we were down 

$6,000 from last year,” event 

co-chair Carrie Wykoff  said. 

“We’re going to have to rally and 

do some serious fundraising to 

make next year a reality.” 
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Our seniors deserve better
I just fi nished serving on the former County Execu-

tive’s task force on making Ulster County more senior 
friendly.

I served with over 30 people from all over Ulster 
County, from Shandaken to Saugerties, from Marl-
boro to Mount Tremper.

The number-one issue that we all discussed and 
agreed upon was the need for senior housing, and 
not just some housing stuck away in some corner, but 
senior housing in a nice respectable setting.

It was a priority to us all.
I come home to my local paper and read about a 

local family that has three generations of successful 
businesses already in our community getting a hard 
time from our own local planning board? I under-
stand the neighbors’ concern because that’s a nice 
quiet neighborhood, but number one there is no 
guarantee ever that the quiet road will stay the quiet 
road -- just ask the families over on Henry W DuBois.

I know all about the wetland’s weapon too.
The wetlands have been used to stymie many other 

projects before this one, and yet not one drop of wa-
ter has ever emerged for taxpayers to use.

They just blacktopped miles of land contiguous to 
these same wetlands for a bike trail without a peep 
from anyone, so this can be done.

We have many experts well paid to help fi nd mitiga-
tion for bumps in the road like this if we prioritize our 
senior citizens.

Secondly this is a family that has multiple busi-
nesses for generations in our community. Our plan-
ning board is tasked to help our community members 
too. If you can’t reach out and professionally fi nd a 
way for the Panessa family to open this senior facility, 
which will be a benefi t to our community on many 
levels, then what is the planning board doing?

I even read about one of the planning board mem-
bers condescendingly chastising the applicant about 
a lost opportunity years ago. 

Shame on them.
That is not your place.
I sat on the planning board years ago when that car 

wash right-of-way question came up, it was ludicrous 
to us to think that he would never be able to have the 
access from that property on Brouck-Ferris Road to 
Route 299. It was a no brainer, but those days were 
much much diff erent than the planning board of to-
day. What I’m just trying to say is that the Panessa 
family has served our community for three genera-
tions of beautiful successful businesses, well run and 
friendly to everybody. I can’t imagine not fi nding a 
way to have this wonderful senior citizen project in 
our community!

Please everybody, let’s put your heads together and 
fi nd a way, we need this Panessa senior  housing proj-
ect in our community.

Thank you.
Leon “Butch” Dener, former chair

New Paltz Town Planning Board

Climate vs comfort

We have been met with a summer conundrum: nev-
er having had air-conditioning before, we just joined 
87% of Americans who do, when we recently installed 
heat pumps. Although it was grueling last weekend, 
and we were tempted to use the AC, we instead 
moved cooler air at night with window fans, then dur-
ing the day, shut down windows and shades. We also 
cooked most of our food outside on the grill. Both 
made a signifi cant diff erence, but nothing compared 
to putting the heat pump on drying mode. What a dif-
ference that lower humidity made.

Europeans think we are “stupid” about AC be-
cause we set them so low, and then wear sweaters. 
But in 2003, a northern European heat wave resulted 
in 70,000 premature deaths! And this year, France 
broke its all-time record, with 113 degrees. 

Each degree we raise the summer thermostat saves 
six percent in money and, presumably, energy. The 
US Department of Energy suggests setting summer 
thermostats at 78 when at home, and 88 when out. 

With 5.6 billion air conditioners predicted world-
wide in the next 30 years, not adding more CO2 will 
clearly be one of our biggest challenges. 

Let’s re-defi ne the word “comfort.”
Dan and Ann Guenther

New Paltz

You are all racists

The present vitriolic twitter and verbal war be-
tween POTUS Trump (or the present occupant of 
the White House if you prefer) and four freshmen 
congresswomen shows no signs of abating. And 
it appears that the constant charge of racism be-
ing leveled against DJT and his supporters (by the 
host of Democratic presidential candidates and the 
AOC “gang of four”) won’t end any time soon. With 
this in view, the self described “women of color” 
-- Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY); Rep. Ayan-
na Pressley (D-MA); Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN); and 
Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-MI) -- recently penned the fol-
lowing Democratic anthem song “You are all rac-
ists” (based on Queen’s “We are the champions”). 
This anthem was submitted to Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi who, along with Congressman Al Green, spon-
sored a “simple” House resolution regarding the 
singing of the anthem. (The resolution passed by 
a unanimous majority vote.) According to Pelosi, 
this resolution should be considered bi-partisan 
because, Justin Amash, the Republican turned In-
dependent, voted with the Democrats. The resolu-
tion stated the following: “Let it be known that it 
has been resolved this day, July 19th, 2019 CE, that 
each session of the Congress will forthwith begin 
with the singing of the Democratic Anthem “You 
are all Racists.” This anthem will be sung at the be-
ginning of each House session by all majority mem-
bers of Congress, including Rep. Justin Amash. The 
song will be addressed to the Republican minority 
and the present occupant of the White House, be-
fore any normal business will commence.” When 
questioned by CNN’s Chris Cuomo concerning the 
prospects for success of changing the hearts and 
minds of Republican House members and Trump 
supporters by using this latest Democratic Congres-
sional political tactic, Speaker Pelosi stated, “At 
this point, it’s way too early to tell what eff ect the 
anthem is going to have on the House’s Republican 
members or the American people; but I’ll have to 
ask Congresswoman AOC what course to take next 
if nothing changes.”

(To be sung in a condescending, self righteous 
manner that expresses frustration and angst.)

You’ve shared your views; 
line upon line
and we disagree; most of the time 
but we won’t be debating; 
nor let new arguments live 
we’ll just call you all racists 
for there’s no good ideas to share
that we have to give

(chorus)

You are all racists our friends
and you’ll keep on hating till the end 
you are all racists; you are all racists 
Our ideas are competing so we’ll 
keep repeating this
...till the end 

We’ve spoken our truth; 
and you’ve spoken yours 
but we never listened to you 
cos we think that you are wrong;
...you know that of course 
But we want you to listen; 
and do all that we say 
and if you won’t we’ll call you names 
before the whole human race
...be sure you will pay
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(And we will just go on and on, and on, and on)

(chorus)

You are all racists our friends
and you’ll keep on hating till the end 
you are all racists; you are all racists 
Our ideas are competing so we’ll 
keep repeating this
...till the end 

We’ve said all we can; 
so don’t write or call 
We hate your regressive views and 
everything that goes with them;
We hope they will fall
Don’t buy us no...pretty roses
don’t sing us no...blues 
why don’t you just go away and 
shut your supremacist mouths 
‘cos we ain’t gonna lose

(chorus 2X)

You are all racists our friends
and you’ll keep on hating till the end 
you are all racists; you are all racists 
Our ideas are competing so we’ll 
keep repeating this
...till the end 

George Civile 
Gardiner

Please shut him up

Mr. Civile’s incessant preaching about the Gospel 
is best suited for mission work somewhere afar and 
not the letter to the editor section of a local news-
paper. 

In hopes he might be “ushered” into fi nding a real 
pulpit, I convey this succinct message:

George:
My God says your God is full of shi*

Michael Cacchio
Rosendale

Fact vs opinion #19, Part II 

Fact: Part II of the letter to Senator Lamar Alex-
ander.

Opinion:
Alas! It’s not just (Trump) Senator, but the Repub-

lican Party, period. The Republicans railed against 
Roosevelt’s 74th Congress when they passed Social 
Security; and they railed against Lyndon Johnson’s 
89th Congress when they passed the amendments to 
Social Security (Medicare and Medicaid) and given 
the opportunity they will starve, strangle, piece by 
piece these benefi ts under today’s guise of ‘we have 
to trim these benefi t in order to bring the budget 
under control.’ B***S***! If his Lordship and the Re-
publican Party did not push his trillion dollar tax 
cut through with the support of the Republicans for 
the benefi t of the wealthy and corporations, there 
would be no such defi cit, at least not that large. But 
the justifi cation for this largess is for the fi nancing of 
the wars; that’s big business or as General Smedley 
Butler, United States Marine Corps, Medal of Honor 
recipient states:

 
“War is a racket. It always has been. It is possibly 

the oldest, easily the most profi table, surely the most 
vicious...it is the only one in which the profi ts are 
reckoned in dollars and the losses of lives.”

In order to support these wars, though, the justifi -
cation is to ‘trim the benefi t outlays’ as they are get-
ting out of control. The Republicans hate the ‘benefi t 
state’ and any justifi cation they can devise to attack 
them is fair game. And what better fair game than 
drumming up the dangers from another country ne-
cessitating defence outlays, with millions of seniors 
feeling the eff ect of this ‘drumming up.’

Senator, I’m a selfi sh man. Trump’s threat upon 
my benefi ts has driven me out of the Republican Par-
ty into the Democratic Party where I donate money 
to the party, as well as the AARP and the NCPSSM. 
I don’t want anyone, even Christ himself, screwing 
around with my benefi ts.

I write letter after letter to the constituents in the 
19th Congressional District bringing to their atten-

tion the hell that waits for all seniors with Trump in 
offi  ce. I consistently get in the face of men my age 
and younger (60s/70s) to convince them of what is 
going to happen if his Lordship gets his own way. ‘Do 
you have any idea what it is like to talk to a Trump  
fanatic wearing his hat ‘Make America Great Again’? 
It is like talking to the ass end of a horse; at least in 
the front, one could make eye contact. (Part III to 
come.)

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

Democrats 1968; Republicans 2019

Here’s a thought experiment directed to a specifi c 
demographic group: older Americans. And to a sub-
set of that group: self-described “reluctant” Trump 
supporters who dislike, maybe even abhor, the man 
but voted for him and might again because of his 
policies on taxes, abortion and judges. Go back to 
1968, the year Democratic Governor George Wal-
lace of Alabama, running as an American Indepen-
dent for president, won nearly 14% of the popular 
vote and 46 electoral votes of fi ve Southern states 
-- George Wallace, known for his defi ant promise, 
“segregation now, segregation tomorrow, segrega-
tion forever”; George Wallace, who ran again in 1972 
until he was struck down and permanently crippled 
by a would-be assassin. 

Knowing what you know about the Democratic 
Party then and now, can you imagine a scenario in 
which Wallace somehow took over the party’s ban-
ner and managed to be elected president? In fact, 
Democrats repudiated him and chose Hubert Hum-
phrey as their candidate against Nixon. But imagine 
that in a three-person race he somehow slipped into 
the White House. Do you think Wallace would have 
taken over the Democratic Party and made it in his 
own image? Do you think Democratic voters would 
have swallowed him whole because he espoused 
some populist policies that suited their agenda? 
Would they have accepted the label of champions of 
America’s segregationists?

Nah, probably not -- right? So what about your Re-
publican Party?

Tom Denton
Highland

Who has your back

“I got your back.” “I got your Six.” “My back’s 
against the wall.” “Stabbed in the back.” All these id-
ioms came to mind after watching last night’s news.

“I got your back,” comes from World War II bomb-
er pilots who would say to each other, “I got your 
Six,” meaning six o’clock or the air space behind 
your plane. 

The news commentator said “Big Pharma” was 
connected to over 200,000 opioid deaths, and 
for over 76 billion opioid pills being spread across 
America. That’s 36 pills for every person living in the 
United States. I wondered who has America’s back?

Marines in Vietnam lived by a code drill instruc-
tors planted in us in boot camp. “No Marine is ever 
left behind.” We lived this statement, and seldom 
did we ever leave an American on the battlefi eld. 
Only God knows how many we lost who went to pull 
the wounded or the dead back to safety.

Numbers like 200,000 people dying on the opioid 
battlefi elds in America force me to conclude that our 
political lawmakers do not have our backs. Politi-
cians have little diffi  culty sending troops to foreign 
lands to protect American backs from enemies thou-
sands of miles away. Yet, in our backyards, and on 
our schools’ playgrounds, an opioid war has been 
waging. Ask any rescue squad member in America 
how many overdoses they are forced to deal with. 
Instead of enforcing and making new laws to protect 
American backs, politicians are blaming the victims 
for having weak morals and becoming addicted. At 
the same time they are neglecting the morality of 
“Big Pharma” who is making billions by handing out 
opioids like candy. Washington Post reporters have 
forced the courts to intercede, not our law makers. 

Politicians sent tens of thousands of troops into 
war after the “Twin Towers” went down killing 
2,977. The president deployed millions of soldiers to 
Afghanistan for the next 15 years, and drew Iraq into 
war because someone thought there were WMDs 
there, and there weren’t. Then we have Vietnam, 
where over 58,0000 Americans were killed and a 
much greater number here at home are still taking 

their own lives, because our government lied about 
a Vietnamese boat being fi red on by an American 
Navy ship. That never happened. 

I believe the Vietnam War ended when enough 
people knew of someone killed or maimed in that 
war. In today’s OxyContin ten-year war, you must 
know of someone who’s lost a loved one or known 
someone who has. “Big Pharma” has spent enough 
human capital that the aftereff ects shall last genera-
tions. Look around you at those drowning in waves 
of grief. 

Has anyone got our back? Or have they left to go to 
the bank? I can feel I’m being backed against a wall. 
Indiff erence is being manufactured wholesale by our 
government, by using distraction. Our capacity to 
sort out the value of human life beyond our own and 
our loved ones is being diminished by escapades of 
unscrupulous behavior. Only tragedy can get our at-
tention now, and it is inevitable if we don’t protect 
the backs of those around us and beyond us.

Larry Winters
New Paltz 

A myriad of concerns

Dear Mr. Rogers: I drove into New Paltz from my 
home in Highland. I found an open parking spot east 
of Manny’s art shop. No one loads or unloads on Satur-
day, so I put eight quarters in the meter and started to 
shop and run errands. Lucky me, I thought, since the 
lot in back of Starbucks/dentist is always packed.

I came back to fi nd a parking ticket on my car 
for $15 (if I pay it within fi ve days.) I had just spent 
$561.85 in New Paltz. Why do I keep going here? Ev-
erything I need can be obtained in Kingston, Rhine-
beck, Saugerties, Poughkeepsie, etc., with never a 
parking ticket!

There is no reason to come into New Paltz to shop, 
especially when they hand out expensive parking 
tickets, willy-nilly.

I will shop elsewhere!!
George Civile keeps writing anti-abortion letters to 

the New Paltz Times and the paper keeps publishing 
them. I have advice for Mr. Civile and the New Paltz 
Times staff  -- don’t you ever have an abortion and 
keep your nose out of other peoples’ business. There 
are as many medical and psychological reasons for 
having abortions as there are grains of sand.

When the U.S. passes laws as to when you can and 
cannot have prostate surgery, when testicles are re-
moved as the punishment for rape and when vasec-
tomies are outlawed, then I’ll trade you for a vote on 
abortion. Until then, keep your self-righteous nose 
out of other peoples’ business. You must have some-
thing better to do with your life besides constantly 
attacking women’s civil rights.

In response to Geddy Sveikauskas’s letter about 
Stewart Airport -- to be actually successful with 
Stewart the Port Authority must build a high speed 
spacious train from Stewart Airport to Manhattan. 
Period. One hour from Stewart to Manhattan will do 
it.

They could modify the train tracks which run 
down the west side of the Hudson. Until then, Stew-
art is a losing proposition

Claire Frankel
New York, NY

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is changing, 
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked 
journalism is needed now more than ever. 
We believe it’s important for the entire 
community, regardless of economic 
position, to have access to the local news 
that impacts their lives most. Your sup-
port ensures independent local journalism 
will thrive in the Hudson Valley for years 
to come. More: hudsonvalleyone.com/
support.

hv1UP Ulster 
Publishing
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company: Sweet 
Tooth Studios LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 02/28/2019. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Sweet Tooth 
Studios LLC, 10A 
Colonial Drive New 
Paltz, NY 12561
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
WYTHE & ROEDLING, 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY 
on 06/14/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, PO Box 900, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
 Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): An-
galla Williams Con-
sulting,
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 5/10/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-

cess to: Angalla Wil-
liams Consulting, 308 
State Route 32 North, 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
of LLC. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: New York 
properties irrigation 
consulting LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/7/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: New York 
properties irrigation 
consulting LLC. 192 
Libertyville Rd.  New 
Paltz  NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Skytop Drive 
LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization fi led in the 
Department of State 
of New York on June 
26, 2019. Offi  ce Loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
Principal Business Lo-
cation: Ulster County, 
New York.  Purpose:  
Any and all lawful 
business activities. 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Skytop Drive LLC– 

6 Ohio Street, Kings-
ton, New York 12401

LEGAL NOTICE
40-42 Plattekill LLC 
Notice of Formation 
of 40-42 Plattekill 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 05/23/2019. Offi  ce 
Location 85 South 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Decisive Billing Solu-
tions, LLC fi led with 
SSNY on 06/20/19. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designed as of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 5 Spring 
Meadow CT Highland 
NY 12528: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Eva Astor LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/14/2019. Offi  ce 
Location: 5 Liberty 
Street, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 5 Liberty Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
MJP Business  Con-
sulting LLC.  Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 

(SSNY) on March 
3rd, 2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County.  
LEGALINC COR-
PORATE SERVICES 
INC. 1967 WEHRLE 
DRIVE SUITE 1 #086 
BUFFALO, NY 14221 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Michael Per-
rotta Jr 22 Rosio Lane 
Modena, NY 12548. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEAUTIFUL HIGH-
LAND, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 07/02/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Anthony Savino, 8 
Huguenot Street, 
Apartment A, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose:
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
152 HOYT STREET 
PORT EWEN LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 6/10/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 152 Hoyt 
Street, Port Ewen, NY 
12466. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Graze Seed & 
Supply LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 

as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Graze Seed & 
Supply
16 Dusinberee Road 
Gardiner NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ZIPPHORA LLC. 
Art/Org. fi led w/SSNY 
on 2/28/19.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Cty. SSNY designated 
for svc/proc & shall 
mail
to 243 Main St. #250, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Triolo Holdings 
LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/30/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 1326 Rte 9W, 
Marlboro, NY 12542. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Speakeasy 
Motors American 
Whiskey Company 
LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New 
York (SSNY) on 
06/26/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Speakeasy 
Motors American 
Whiskey Company 

LLC, 14 Mechelkie Ln, 
Wallkill, NY 12589. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
MY FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of MY 
FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC, a limited liabil-
ity company, by the 
fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of New 
York on July 9, 2019. 
The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
MY FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC, 3 Chelsea Court, 
New Paltz, New York 
12561. The purpose of 
the LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or 
activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Just Go Vacations, 
LLC (the “LLC”).  
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (“SSNY”) 
on July 2, 2019.  Of-
fi ce Location:  Ulster 
County.  SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy to:  
27 North Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Ramsey Renovations 
& Restorations LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
secretary of state on 
7/10/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County.
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National Registered 
Agents , INC. 28 Lib-
erty St. NY.NY 1005 
Has been designated 
as agent of the LLC. 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to 114 Mountain Rest 
Rd. New Paltz NY 
12561

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Byrd & Gines 
Homes LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/19/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to Byrd & Gines 
Homes LLC, 
17 Roy Lane Highland 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or ac-
tivities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date

LEGAL NOTICE
48 Tillson Rd LLC 
Arts of Org fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/15/19. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served & shall mail 
process to 48 Tillson 
Rd, Tillson NY 12486.  
Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of JK Vintage Jewels 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 7/18/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 595 Madison 
Ave, 37th Fl, NY, NY 
10022. Purpose: any 

lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
AMERIBAG PROD-
UCTS, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 7/8/2019. 
Off . Loc.:Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 17 Glen 
Pond Drive, Suite 3, 
Red Hook, NY 12571. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Peck’s Endeavors LLC 
Arts of Org fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/19/19. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served & shall mail 
process to Peck’s En-
deavors LLC 51 Glen 
Rock Circle Highland, 
NY 12528.  Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
233 MAIN NEW BE-
GINNINGS, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 07/15/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Rick Alfandre, 231 
Main Street, Suite 
201, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
JFM HUDSON LLC  
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. 
of State of NY 5/24/19. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 56 Main 
Street, Esopus, NY 
12429. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
HUDSON VALLEY 
MANUFACTURING 
LLC  Art. Of Org. 

Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 5/24/19. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 56 Main 
Street, Esopus, NY 
12429. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby 
given that a license, 
number “Pending” 
Has been applied for 
by the undersigned 
to sell Beer, Wine and 
Liquor at retail under 
the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Law at1 
KING STREET, MARL-
BORO, NY 12542 for 
On Premises Con-
sumption.
BRICK GASTROPUB 
CORP
BRIX GASTROPUB
1 KING STREET
MARLBORO, N 12542 

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE  is 
hereby given that the 
fi scal aff airs of the 
Gardiner Fire Dis-
trict for the period 
beginning January 
1, 2018 and ending 
December 31, 2018 
have been examined 
by RBT CPA’s ,LLP, 
and the audit and the 
management letter 
prepared in conjunc-
tion with the external 
audit by RBT CPA’s , 
LLP have been fi led in 
the offi  ce of the Sec-
retary of the Gardiner 
Fire District where it 
is available as a public 
record for the inspec-
tion by all interested 
persons. Pursuant to 
section thirty-fi ve of 
the General Munici-
pal Law by August 3, 
2019, the Board of 
Fire Commissioners 
of the Gardiner Fire 
District may prepare 
a written corrective 
action plan in re-
sponse to any fi nd-
ings contained in the 
management letter 
by RBT CPA’s LLP 
and fi le any such re-
sponse in the offi  ce of 
the Secretary of the 

Gardiner Fire District 
as a public record for 
inspection by all in-
terested persons. 
Cheryl Oakley 
Secretary Gardiner 
Fire District 

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
  
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Town 
Board of the Town 
of New Paltz (the 
“Town”), situated in 
the County of Ulster, 
in the State of New 
York, has adopted, 
on July 18, 2019, pur-
suant to the Local 
Finance Law of New 
York, a bond resolu-
tion which:

(1) au t h o r i z e s 
the Town Board 
of the Town to fi -
nance acquisition of 
real property and a 
building suitable for 
new facilities for the 
Town Police Depart-
ment and Town Jus-
tice Court and other 
Town functions and 
the construction, 
reconstruction and 
installation of such fa-
cilities and authorizes 
the issuance of not to 
exceed $8,000,0000 
aggregate princi-
pal amount of serial 
bonds of the Town 
to fi nance such pur-
pose, and

(2) states the 
estimated maximum 
costs of such pur-
pose to be not in ex-
cess of $8,000,000, 
states that such costs 
will be fi nanced with 
$8,000,000 proceeds 
of the serial bonds or 
bond anticipation 
notes authorized in 
the bond resolution 
and sets forth the 
plan of fi nancing of 
such costs for the 
purpose, and
(3) determines 
the period of prob-
able usefulness to be 
thirty (30) years, and
(4) determines 
that the maximum 
maturity of such seri-
al bonds will be in ex-
cess of fi ve (5) years, 

and
(5) delegates to 
the Supervisor the 
power to prescribe 
the terms, form and 
contents of such se-
rial bonds and to au-
thorize the issuance 
of, and to prescribe 
the terms, form and 
contents of any bond 
anticipation notes 
issued in anticipa-
tion of the issuance 
of such serial bonds 
or renewals thereof, 
and to issue, sell and 
deliver such serial 
bonds and such bond 
anticipation notes, 
and
(6) states that 
the validity of such 
serial bonds or any 
of such bond antici-
pation notes issued 
in anticipation of the 
issuance of such se-
rial bonds may be 
contested only if:  
(a) such obligations 
are authorized for 
an object or purpose 
for which the Town 
is not authorized to 
expend money, or 
(b) the provisions of 
law which should be 
complied with at the 
date of the publica-
tion of such resolu-
tion are not substan-
tially complied with, 

and an action, suit or 
proceeding contest-
ing such validity is 
commenced within 
twenty (20) days after 
the date of such pub-
lication, or (c) if such 
obligations are autho-
rized in violation of 
the provisions of the 
Constitution of New 
York.
  
Such resolution is 
subject to a permis-
sive referendum un-
der the provisions of 
Article 7 of the Town 
Law and petitions 
protesting against 
such resolution and 
requesting that it be 
submitted to the elec-
tors of the Town of 
New Paltz for their 
approval or disap-
proval, may be fi led 
with the Town Clerk 
at any time within 
thirty (30) days after 
the date of the adop-
tion of such resolu-
tion.
Dated: July 19, 2019 

By order of the Town 
Board of the Town of 
New Paltz, New York.
ROSANNA ROSEN-
KRANSE
Town Clerk
Town of New Paltz, 
New York

ELIZABETH MARIE HARSCHOW
April 17, 1957 – July 13, 2019

Elizabeth Harschow died July 13th after a long illness. Her quirky humor and 
upbeat personality will be sorely missed by family and friends. After graduating 
from New Paltz High School, she earned a degree in Forestry and Surveying from 
Paul Smith’s College. Elizabeth then joined the army, where she taught geodetic 
surveying at Defense Mapping School at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. After leaving the 
army, she worked for Bendix, a subsidiary of N.O.A.A. and travelled extensively 
to remote areas surveying, including Alaska, South America, and Easter Island. 
Elizabeth then worked stateside for various survey and engineering groups. She 
returned to the Hudson Valley in 2008 to begin her 11 year battle with Cancer, 
during which time she was an active member of various village boards.

Elizabeth is survived by her mother, Trudy Harschow and her sister, Julie Harschow, 
both of New Paltz. She was predeceased by her father, William Harschow.

There will be a memorial service at a later date.

Donations can be made to the ASPCA and/ or the American Cancer Society.
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It’s the economy

Improving the jobs future
It pays to be skeptical of numbers one doesn’t 

know much about. In economics, early numbers are 
often based on assumptions subject to substantial 
later correction. People appreciate the timeliness of 
early jobs numbers — which often regrettably prove 
to have been erroneous.

About halfway through every month, New York 
State’s labor department publishes a jobs report by 
place of work for the previous month. The jobs data 
for June just came out. The July one is scheduled for 
release August 15. About a week later every month 
more detailed data is published about changes in the 
labor force. 

It doesn’t take long for the media to publish the 
new numbers as though they were the gospel truth. 
June’s jobs data was released by a Department of La-
bor email last Thursday, July 18 at 12:36 p.m. The Dai-
ly Freeman, a Kingston newspaper, placed the data 
on its website under the category “Breaking News” 
at 1:37 p.m. that day. Page 3 in the print edition the 
next morning featured a story headlined “Ulster 
tops in private-sector growth.” Attributed to “Free-
man staff ,” the article proclaimed that the non-farm 
labor force in Ulster County had risen in June by 
1600 potential workers to 65,700 over the previous 
June, which it correctly described as “a healthy 2.5 
percent gain.” Regrettably for the optimists, these 
numbers might well be overstated. Or they may yet 
turn out to be understated.

Anybody who has looked at the monthly New York 
data over a prolonged period of time can tell that 
these numbers have been, well, cooked. Except for 
changes caused by big new job opportunities — the 
casino and resort in Sullivan County, for example — 
current employment statistics (CES) for geographic 
sub-markets almost always move each month the 
same proportion in the same direction — as a well-
trained chorus line is trained to do. Already dubious 
numbers are largely allocated on a geographical ba-
sis. It’s not the stuff  that should be dutifully regur-
gitated by the media every month, recycled every 
month, and then forgotten until the next time like in 

the movie Groundhog Day. 

The New York Federal Reserve Bank admits 
the accuracy of the monthly CES survey, supposedly 
based on a sample of about a third of the nation’s 
non-farm employers, “can vary, particularly for 
smaller geographic areas.” The data is subject to re-
visions “which can sometimes be quite substantial.” 
So the New York Fed now dilutes its releases through 
the addition of data from the most recent Quarterly 
Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW), a diff er-
ent federal employment series based on unemploy-
ment insurance records that capture nearly a full 
count of jobs. This ‘early benchmark’ revises the CES 
employment data. Every March, that revision is itself 
revised in a fi nal benchmark. Got it: Estimate, early 
benchmark, fi nal benchmark.

The early-benchmark data based on the QCEW is 
available for estimates of total employment in vari-
ous sub-markets of the New York Fed’s geographic 
district. Since the early benchmark estimates more 
closely track the fi nal benchmark than do the initial 
monthly releases, The Fed has concluded, they pro-
vide better, more reliable data.

How has the systemic addition of more reliable 
information been useful in telling us about the real 
world of the changing economy? Let’s look at the 
eff ect of early benchmarking on the data on Ulster 
County economy in the past two and a half years.

In 2017 and the fi rst half of 2018 the revised bench-
mark data tracked reasonably closely with the Depart-
ment of Labor monthly employment data. But then the 
two diverged. The early-benchmark data lagged mark-
edly behind the monthly data. Not good news.

By the end of the fi rst half of the year last month, 
according to Fed fi gures (which vary slightly from 
state fi gures), Ulster County total non-farm employ-
ment had increased roughly to 64,400 according to 
the monthly data and about 63,600 — 800 fewer — 
when the early-benchmark data was added. If the 
early-benchmark fi gures are confi rmed in the fi nal 
benchmarks, Ulster County will have created not 

1600 new jobs this June over last June but 800. For 
the alert headline-writer, that’s quite a diff erence.

Of the 1600 jobs reportedly created in Ulster Coun-
ty in the entire past year, moreover, 1300 were in 
the low-paying tourism-based leisure and hospitality 
industries. Everything else was virtually stagnant. 
The fi nal benchmark fi gures will show how many of 
these tourism jobs were illusory or whether there 
might have been a decline in other kinds of jobs.

According to the state, Ulster County residents held 
65,700 jobs in the latest count — many outside the coun-
ty. That was the highest Ulster County June number in 16 
years, tying June 2003. It has taken Ulster County 16 years 
to clamber back to the numbers it had then.  

An economic development strategy is based on 
a data-driven alertness to economic opportunity. 
In my opinion, Ulster County hasn’t had the data, 
hasn’t had the alertness, and doesn’t have a coher-
ent economic development strategy. I’m sayin’ it 
may be time for a new approach and fresh thinking.

In June 2019, employment in New York State 
had climbed to 9,885,300, an increase of 1,298,000 
in the past decade. More than 86 percent of that 
employment growth was in downstate (New York 
City or Long Island and Westchester, Rockland and 
Orange counties). Other than a very few economic 
hot spots, upstate job growth was sparse. Though 
160,000 more jobs in the past decade may sound 
like a lot, spread over all of upstate it doesn’t amount 
to much. There are too many economically stagnant 
communities. The trick is not to be one of them.  

The New York City connection is the main re-
source for the Hudson Valley economic future, just 
as the Silicon Valley and San Francisco connections 
are to Marin County's future, or the Washington DC 
connection to northern Virginia’s future, or the pres-
ence  of the Boston metropolitan area to all eastern 
Massachusetts. The remarkable agglomeration of 
knowledge workers of all description in a huge me-
tropolis creates a variety of opportunities. Though 
exurban tourism will be one important driver in the 
Hudson Valley, it shouldn’t be the only one. 

Again in my opinion, job quality in the Hudson 
Valley is key. Good jobs, better-paying jobs, more in-
teresting jobs create a higher quality of life. Ordinary 
ones don’t. It’s worth it to seek better. Thoughtful 
local eff orts toward economic development should 
be focused in that direction.

Just sayin’. 
-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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