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CRIME

The sins of the father
Jury finds Stansberry Sr. guilty of 
murder in weed heist  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A Kingston man is facing 

25 years to life in state prison 
after his conviction for the 
Dec. 1 murder of Mark Lan-
caster following a marijuana 

robbery gone very wrong at the Sawkill 
Trailer Park. The eight-man, four-woman 
jury deliberated for just over four hours 

on Friday, July 19 before finding Maurice 
Stansberry Sr., 39, guilty of second-degree 

Andrew Parker

A
ndrew (or more popularly known as Andy) Parker has been a 

valuable member of the Kingston community for a long time. A half per-
petually inspired/half world-weary soul who plays a mean harmonica while 
gravitating towards laughter and yarn spinning, many of us around here 
have an Andy memory or two, or three, or seven. If you don’t know him at 

all, well, here’s your chance. 

Morgan Y. Evans: Tell us the 
most embarrassing thing 
about you. I mean, only if 
you want. 
Andrew Parker: (Tells a com-
pletely unprintable fake story 
involving an imaginary “esca-
pade” with basically the entire 
cast of Young Frankenstein). 

MYE: Dude, there is no way 
in hell even I can get that in 
print (laughing). 
AP: So I have to talk about 
Kingston, not Teri Garr? 

MYE: I mean, that would help 
me. People like hearing about, 
y’know, first impressions of 
the area. 
AP: I’ve thought about that 
one a lot. I am prepared for 

FACES OF KINGSTON
Morgan Y. Evans

Andrew Parker.
MORGAN Y. EVANS

REGION

Ulster 
against ICE
Local groups and 
governments strive 
to help immigrants 
avoid falling into 
feds’ clutches
BY JESSE J. SMITH

It’s an increasingly common 

sight on social media. Warnings 
appear about a law enforcement 
sweep, photos are posted of the 
enforcers’ unmarked vehicles. 

More photos show men in bulletproof 
vests peering into windows.

For most Kingstonians, the posts don’t 
really mean much as the agents aren’t 
looking for them. But for many in the city’s 
growing immigrant community, warnings 
of raids by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement are a deadly serious matter. 
While it’s unclear whether ICE is actually 
increasing its efforts to detain and deport 
undocumented residents, harsh rhetoric 
and promises of even harsher treatment 

POOL PHOTO BY TANIA BARRICKLO/DAILY FREEMAN

Maurice Stansberry Sr. in court.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Get in the pool!
GIOVANNI JONES, 7, of Kingston, does a twist off the diving board at the City of Kingston’s day camp this week.
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Sheriff’s office withholds suspect names from social media

Under a new policy implemented by Ulster County Sheriff Juan Figueroa, the depart-

ment will no longer post the names of people arrested for less serious crimes on their Facebook page 
and other social media platforms. The sheriff ’s office announced the new policy on Monday.

Instead of including the names of those arrested, posts announcing arrests will simply provide their 
age, gender and details of the incident. Figueroa said that the policy would apply to less serious, mostly non-fel-
ony crimes. The office will include suspect’s names in press releases distributed directly to news organizations 
and upon request from reporters. Figueroa said that the agency would continue to post names on social media in 
cases where suspects remained at large or when it was otherwise deemed necessary to protect public safety. 

“This is really the press’ responsibility,” said Figueroa. “And we are not the press.”
Figueroa noted that people arrested are considered innocent until proven guilty in court and added that he 

hoped that the new policy would help build trust between the department and the community.
JESSE J. SMITH

murder, robbery and criminal possession of a weapon.
On the morning of Dec. 1, 2018, Stansberry, his 

son Maurice Stansberry Jr., then 17 and their friend 
Kevin Gardener, also then 17, went to the trailer park 
with a plan to rob 16-year-old Patrick Sutton of two 
ounces of marijuana. According to witnesses testimony 
— including Stansberry Jr. who testified against his 
father — the elder Stansberry hatched the plan and, 
at Gardener’s request, brought along a 9mm handgun. 
The trio then traveled to the trailer park to meet up 
with Sutton.

S u tt o n ,  m e a nw h i l e , 
reached out to his friend, 
Lancaster’s son, Jahsi Quilles, 
17, who agreed to bring him 
the marijuana to sell to Stans-
berry. Shortly before noon, 
Lancaster arrived at the trailer 
park in his black Honda Pilot 
with Quilles and Quilles’ 
friend Sebastian Lynch, 17. 
Lynch and Quilles met up with Stansberry Sr., Gar-
dener and Sutton outside a trailer while Lancaster 

and Stansberry Jr. waited in their respective vehicles. 
At trial, Sutton, Quilles, Lynch and a fourth teen who 
witnessed the incident all testified that Stansberry Sr. 
produced a handgun before fleeing back to his son’s 
car with Gardener and the stolen pot.

Lancaster, Quilles and Lynch took off in pursuit. 
A mile and a half down the road, Lancaster managed 
to pull ahead of Stansberry Jr.’s Honda Civic, forcing 
him to stop. Lamcaster, Quilles and Lynch then sur-
rounded the car. According to testimony, Lancaster 
had forced the Pilot’s driver’s side door open and was 
attempting to pull Stansberry Jr. out while demanding 
his marijuana back when someone inside the car fired 
a single gunshot.

Accounts diverge about who fired the fatal shot. 
Gardener, who pleaded guilty to murder days before the 
trial began, said he shot Lancaster from the back seat 
after Stansberry Sr. handed him the gun. Stansberry 
Jr. gave similar testimony on the witness stand. But 
Lynch, who was standing directly behind Lancaster 
during the scuffle, testified that Stansberry Sr. actually 
fired the shot. Speaking after the trial, District Attorney 
Holley Carnright said forensic evidence, crime scene 
reconstruction and his knowledge of Stansberry Sr. 
all led him to believe that the older man was in fact 
the killer.

“Just based on his personality, his maturity and his 
criminal history, it doesn’t make sense that [Stansberry 
Sr.] would give up the gun.”

Lancaster fell into the road, mortally wounded by a 
bullet which entered the left side of his lower abdomen 
and came out his right buttock, shredding a major blood 
vessel along the way. As Quilles, Lynch and a passing 
motorist tried to stem the bleeding, the robbery crew 

drove off, taking refuge at a friend’s apartment in the 
Stony Run complex. There, they smoked some of the 
stolen marijuana, disposed of the gun by handing 
it off to an acquaintance — the weapon was never 
recovered — and eventually surrendered to police as 
SWAT teams surrounded the complex.

The Stansberrys and Gardener were all charged 
with second-degree murder under New York’s felony 
murder statue. The law holds that when someone is 
killed during or in immediate flight from a crime, all 
participants in the underlying crime can be held liable 
for the death.

At trial, Stansberry Sr.’s lawyer, Assis-

tant Public Defender Russell Schindler, argued 
that no gun was displayed during the weed 

ripoff. Instead, he suggested the group either paid 
for the marijuana using fake $100 bills or simply 
grabbed it and ran off. If that was the case, Schindler 
argued, there was no felony crime committed and thus 
Stansberry Sr. could not be convicted of felony murder.

Prosecutors, meanwhile, argued that eyewitness 
testimony and a text sent by Stansberry Jr. to his 
girlfriend in which he says he believes his father is 
going to “put a gun to this guy’s head” all indicated 
that Stansberry Sr. produced the firearm. Assistant 
district attorneys Emmanuel Nneji and Timothy 
Lawson handled the case for the prosecution.

Stansberry Sr. faces a maximum of 25 years to life 
when he’s sentenced in October. Carnright said the 
elder Stansberry was a member of the Bloods gang 
with a rap sheet going back 20 years that includes 
numerous misdemeanors and a felony conviction for 
drug sales.

In exchange for his guilty plea, Gardener, who did 
not testify at the trial, is expected to receive a sentence 
of 20 years to life. Carnright said that according to the 
terms of a plea deal worked out with Stansberry Jr. in 
June, his office will drop the murder charge against 
the teen in exchange to a plea of guilty on a single 
charge of first-degree robbery. Carnright said that 
based on Stansberry Jr.’s youth and lesser degree of 
culpability in the robbery and subsequent shooting, 
his office would recommend that he receive less than 
the 15-year maximum prison sentence for robbery.

The sins of the father
Continued from Page 1

‘Just based on his personality, his maturity 
and his criminal history, it doesn’t make sense 
that [Stansberry Sr.] would give up the gun.’ 
— District Attorney Holley Carnright

Canceled!
Woodstock 50 runs out 
of time  BY PAUL SMART

M
ichael Lang tossed in the towel 

on his Woodstock 50 dream on July 31 
after a tumultuous week in which he 
was turned down for permits at Vernon 
Downs Racetrack & Casino in central 

New York, announced a move to the 52-year-old 
Merriweather Post Pavilion in Columbia, Md., halfway 
between Baltimore and Washington, D.C, then said 
the festival would be free, and finally saw most of the 
engaged artists pull out. 

“We are saddened that a series of unforeseen set-
backs has made it impossible to put on the Festival we 
imagined with the great line-up we had booked and 
the social engagement we were anticipating,” Lang 
said in a statement. “We thank the artists, fans and 
partners who stood by us even in the face of adversity. 
My thoughts turn to Bethel and its celebration of our 
50th Anniversary to reinforce the values of compas-
sion, human dignity, and the beauty of our differences 
embraced by Woodstock.”

Along the way, with just two more weeks until 
the Aug. 16-19 dates they’d originally set for Watkins 
Glen Speedway, Lang and his cohorts released all their 
contracted, and reportedly paid-for concert artists, as 
they one by one announced they would not perform.

As he scrambled for a way save the Festival, Lang’s 
statement went on to note how his failure to secure a 
site for his commemorative festival in New York State 
led him to work towards doing “some good rather than 
just cancel.” He talked about the shift to Maryland as “a 
collaboration with HeadCount to do a smaller event” 
for fundraising purposes “to get out the vote and for 
certain NGOs involved in fighting climate change.”

Greg Peck, Lang’s chief partner in the 50th anni-
versary effort, put out a separate statement in which he 
noted how, “the unfortunate dispute with our financial 
partner and the resulting legal proceedings set us off 
course at a critical juncture, throwing a wrench in 
our plans and forcing us to find an alternate venue 
to Watkins Glen. We worked hard to find a way to 
produce a proper tribute — and some great artists 
came aboard over the last week to support Woodstock 
50 — but time simply ran short.”

As this newspaper went to press Wednesday eve-
ning, about half the elements on the Woodstock.com 
website were already down, with no new statements 
or graphics up to replace them. Wikipedia was already 
referring to the would-be festival in the past term.

Months of trouble began when Woodstock 50’s 
original funder Dentsu Aegis not only pulled out in late 
April, but declared the festival canceled. That prompt-
ed the dropping of Lang’s original festival producing 
partner, Superfly, and a flurry of legal maneuverings 
led by top Manhattan attorney Marc Kasowitz, who 
Woodstock 50 had hired still fresh from his stint as 
Donald Trump’s personal lawyer.

The next bad news came weeks later when Watkins 
Glen dropped out, also stating that Lang and cohorts 
were disorganized and dangerously behind on permit-
ting applications and event planning. Woodstock 50 

kept coming back with new financial and producing 
partners, and finally a new venue at Vernon Downs, 
noting all along that their talent was already paid for.

But then the talent started dropping in recent 
weeks from an original lineup that included the 
Killers, Miley Cyrus, Santana, Dead and Company, 
Chance the Rapper, Jay-Z, and Imagine Dragons, 
among over 50 contemporary and “legacy” acts. Jay-Z 
said no, as did Dead & Company, Santana, Country 
Joe MacDonald, and even longtime Lang Woodstock 
friend John Sebastian. 

“Woodstock’s values of peace and tolerance are 
more important today than ever for all of us to stand 
for,” said Peck. “We look to the future for ways to honor 
and celebrate these ideals.”

Woodstock Cannabis Company?
As for that other Woodstock-related news this week, 

a U.S. District Judge ruled last week that Lang and his 
fellow owners of the Woodstock music festival name 
can license it to create a marijuana brand marking the 
50th anniversary of the famed gathering, rejecting a 
years-old claim that the deal would infringe on the 
name of another company, Woodstock Roots. Wood-
stock Ventures had argued recreational marijuana falls 
within its “natural zone of expansion” under federal 
trademark law. 

In a press release on its design work for the new 
Woodstock Cannabis Company, the company Penta-
gram spoke about “a line of marijuana extracts that 
are very different from the comparably mild strains of 
pot the sixties counterculture — the hippies — were 
smoking to ‘turn on, tune in, and drop out,’” as well as 
their work with Lang on branding elements, including 
the promoter’s own youthful face.

REGION
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Cutten accepts 
the GOP line
Showdown for county 
comptroller between 
former county auditor, 
Dems’ March Gallagher set 
for November  BY JESSE J. SMITH

F
ormer county auditor Lisa Cutten 

will run on the Republican, Conservative 
and Independence Party lines for the post 
of county comptroller.

A veteran of the administration of former 
county executive Mike Hein, Cutten faces a challenge 
from nonprofit director March Gallagher who holds 
the Democratic Party line. The two women will vie to 
replace ex-county comptroller Elliot Auerbach, who 
stepped down earlier this year to take a post in the 
office of State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli.

“In my view the people of Ulster County should 
have a choice,” said Cutten. “And they were not being 
given a choice.”

Cutten is a registered Democrat who headed up 
an auditing unit working directly for Hein until the 
unit was disbanded and she was let go by new County 
Executive Pat Ryan last month. In June, Cutten lost 
out to Gallagher in a vote by members of the Ulster 
County Democratic Committee to choose a candidate 
for the November election. (The selection was done by 
a committee vote because Auerbach’s resignation in 
May came too close to the June primary to allow can-
didates to get on that ballot). Cutten lost to Gallagher 
by a margin of 1,400 to 800, using weighted voting.

One week after the Democratic caucus, Cutten was 
dismissed from her county job. Cutten said she be-
lieves the dismissal was intended to thwart a potential 
challenge and position Gallagher for an eventual run 
at the county exec’s office. (County officials have said 
that the dismissal was simply to eliminate duplicative 
services in county government between her office and 
the county comptroller’s).

“Quite frankly, my dismissal put things in quite a 
different light,” said Cutten.

Cutten, a CPA, is running on her long experience 
in municipal finance, including stints as Kingston’s 
treasurer, as county budget director before the 2009 
transition to a county executive form of government 
and in the comptroller’s and county exec’s offices 
afterward. In her capacity as county auditor, Cutten 
uncovered massive financial fraud involving a former 
county contractor, the Lower Esopus River Watch.

“In terms of watching out for the people’s money, 
I have done it for a very long time and I have done it 
successfully,” said Cutten.

Gallagher is an attorney and, until resigning to run 
her campaign, CEO of Community Foundations of the 
Hudson Valley. The nonprofit administers millions in 
charitable contributions and grants on behalf of local 
community organizations.

Not a ‘backroom deal” says Gallagher
Gallagher dismissed Cutten’s portrayal of her selec-

tion as the Democratic party candidate as a “backroom 
deal” and denied having any aspirations for the county 
executive’s office. Gallagher noted that both she and 
Cutten spent the six weeks leading up to the caucus 

making their pitches 
to town Democrat-
ic committees in 
what she likened 
to a “really tough 
job interview.” Gal-
lagher added that 
her vision for the 
comptroller’s office 
goes beyond serv-
ing as a watchdog 
over county funds 
and includes seeking 
innovative ways to 
use taxpayer dollars 
more effectively and 
efficiently. 

“I bring a great 
set of skills to this of-
fice,” said Gallagher. 
“Yes, you need CPA’s 
in the comptroller’s 
office, but you also 
need vision.”

PHOTOS PROVIDED

March Gallagher.Lisa Cutten.

ELECTION 2019

PHYLLIS McCABE

Interspecies communication
STEWIE THE SHEEP is nuzzling Kaden Maguire, a tour program manager at Catskill Animal Sanctuary, at 

the sanctuary’s “Behind the Scenes” tour last weekend.

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Homemade cakes,  
pastries, cookies,  

breads, soups  
& sandwiches

8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues - Sat: 7A-5P • Sun: 7A-2P • Closed Monday



4  THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2019  KINGSTON TIMES  NEWS

BRIEFLY NOTED
City launches 
lead water pipe 
replacement program

The City of Kingston’s Offi ce of 
Economic and Community Devel-
opment will be collecting informa-
tion from residents who believe 
they may have “supply-side” lead 
water pipes connected to their 
home. 

Those who think they have lead 
pipes coming into their homes 
will be asked to fi ll out a form, 
after which the city will decided 
whether to send someone over 
to confi rm. If it is confi rmed, the 
property will be placed on a wait-
ing list for replacement. The form, 
available at kingston-ny.gov/
fi lestorage/8399/8469/8547/
LSLRP_Home_Owner_Contact_
Request_Form.pdf or at the Offi ce 
of Economic and Community 
Development on the ground fl oor 
of City Hall at 420 Broadway, or 
by calling (845) 334-3920 or 
emailing lslrp@kingston-ny.gov, 
will be accepted until Friday, Aug. 
16, at 3 p.m.

The City of Kingston’s high 
quality drinking water does not 
contain lead, but the corrosion 
of lead pipes and lead solder in 
a home can cause lead to leach 
into drinking water. Based on 
historical documentation and 
service line installation dates, 
the City of Kingston Water De-
partment estimates that approxi-
mately 59 percent of existing City 
water service lines may contain 

lead pipes.
To be considered for the 

Lead Service Line Replacement 
Program the home must be in 
the City of Kingston, built before 
1940, a residential single or 
multifamily property (mixed use, 
industrial, manufacturing and 
commercial properties are not 
eligible), and a Housing Rehabili-
tation Specialist must be able to 
visually verify that a lead pipe is 

connected to the supply side of 
the water meter.

Las personas que no hablan 
inglés y que desean participar en 
el Programa y necesitan asis-
tencia deben comunicarse con 
Arlene Puentes al 845-334-3920.

Brownell book 
talk Aug. 10

Local motivational speaker/
author Neal G. Brownell will 

appear at a free and kid-friendly 
event at the Kingston Barnes 
& Noble on Saturday, Aug. 10 
from 2-4 p.m. Neal’s book, You’re 
Amazing And I’ll Prove It!, is the 
basis of the workshop. The book 
is an educational, motivational 
book for middle-grade students, 
but can help anyone from the 
age of 9 to 99. Through simple 
thought exercises and real-life 
stories about everyday people 

doing extraordinary things, the 
book, its author says, “shows the 
reader the importance of not only 
accepting the people around you, 
but also the vital importance of 
accepting yourself.”

Books will be for sale and the 
author will be glad to sign them.

Winfield down on the farm
A presentation by Odell Win-

fi eld, founder of the A.J. Wil-

PHYLLIS MCCABE

Josh Kwiecinski, then 4 of Kingston, was in the driver’s seat at 

2016’s muster.

Fire engine muster set for next Saturday

The Volunteer Firemen’s Hall and Museum of Kingston has set the 
16th Annual Antique Fire Engine Muster for Saturday, Aug. 10 from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Fair Street museum.  There will be a silent auction 
with baskets containing donations from generous local merchants, a 
Bucket Brigade for children and adults and a raffl e for a child’s Paw 
Patrol Fire Truck Battery Powered ride-on toy by Kid Trax.

The silent auction will be open for bidding from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
with the announcement of the winning bidders starting at 3 p.m. The 
Bucket Brigade will start go from 1-2 p.m. and will have teams of fi ve 
that will take water from a pond and put out a fi re, as it was done 
before fi re engines.

The pond and the location of the fi re are stock tanks purchased 
from Tractor Supply. The tickets for the Paw Patrol fi re truck are $5 
each or three for $12.

The closing parade will start at 4 p.m. and proceed to the Spring Lake 
Fire Department for a reception for the participants. People and orga-
nizations who have antique and vintage fi re apparatus that would like 
to participate in the Antique Fire Engine Muster, are asked to call Bill 
Knowles at (845) 443-3905 or email vfmuseumofkingston@gmail.com.

Robeson’s ‘Real History’
The AJ Williams-Myers African Roots Center is presenting “The Real 

History Series: Celebrity Activism from Paul Robeson to Colin Kaeper-
nick.”

The six-part series kicks-off with a spotlight on Paul Robeson — the 
singer, actor, and political force whose booming baritone and oratory 
skill made him an iconic fi gure of the 20th century — and provides an 
understanding of the way in which individuals leverage their celebrity to 
advance social equality and racial justice.

Robeson will be featured in three programs. “Paul Robeson: The 

Early Days” on Saturday, Aug. 3 from 4-6 p.m.; “Paul Robeson: The 
Athlete” on Friday, Sept. 13 from 6-8 p.m., and “Paul Robeson: The 
Stage and Screen Actor” on Saturday, Sept. 21 from 4-6 p.m.

The series will include talks about Jack Johnson, Jesse Owens, 
Jackie Robinson, Tommie Smith, John Carlos, Muhammad Ali and Colin 
Kaepernick. Future dates are Friday, Oct. 11 at 6 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 
19 at 4 p.m. and Friday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m.

Admission is free. Refreshments will be served. The African Roots 
Center is located at 43 Gill St. in Kingston; for more information, visit 
africanrootslibrary.org.

SCHOOLS

Hovering 
around 80
KHS Class of 2019 
graduation rate comes in 
at 81.5%  BY CRISPIN KOTT

Kingston City School District 

Superintendent Paul Padalino recently 
reviewed tentative graduation rates for 
the 2018-19 school year, with the stipu-
lation that they are likely to change at 

the end of the summer school period. The 81.5 percent 
overall graduation rate represents a slight increase 
over the 2017-18 rate of 80.7 percent.

“We’re staying right around in that 80-area,” said 
Padalino during the presentation at the July 10 school 
board meeting. “This year we’d like to see that 81.5 
[percent] go up with our summer school graduation.”

The KHS graduation rate was 68.6 percent in June 
of 2012. The following year, that number leaped to 74.9 
percent, followed by another climb to 77.4 percent in 
June of 2014. In 2015 it reached 82.45 percent, and 
has hovered around that figure ever since.

“This is where it gets really hard, when you’re in 
that 83-85 percent,” Padalino said. “Not that it’s easy, 
60-80 percent, don’t get me wrong. But 60-80 [per-
cent], there’s a lot of different strategies you can look at. 
That 80-85 [percent], or that 85-90 [percent], that’s 
where we really have to dig in. … I always compare it 
to dieting. Those first 10 pounds more easily come off, 
but those last five are harder to get. It’s very similar 
to the situation here.”

The district also saw gains among most subgroups 
from 2017-18 to 2018-19, including white students 
(90.5 percent, up from 88.4 percent), African-Ameri-
can students (76.6 percent, up from 74 percent), mul-
tiracial students (79 percent, up from 75 percent) and 
economically disadvantaged students (69.9 percent, 
up from 69 percent).

But one subgroup has seen its graduation rate fall 
from 74 percent to 62.2 percent to 58.3 percent between 
2016-17 and 2018-19: Latino students.

“This is a significant drop in our Latino population,” 
Padalino said.

Padalino said that school officials, in particular 
Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education 
Mary Beth Bonville, Assistant Superintendent for 
Elementary Education Stacia Felicello and new Kings-
ton High School Principal Vince DeCicco, have been 
working on how best to meet the needs of the district’s 
Latino student population. The superintendent added 
that the figures are slightly misleading.

“Much of this is about new students enrolling 
in Kingston High School in the last 12-24 months,” 
Padalino said. “We’ve had a significant increase in our 
Latino population, many of them coming to us high 
school age, or not having been in high school or any 
school for a while. We have some areas we need to 
address here, and we’re focused on it.”

To support this, Padalino compared the entire 
number of students enrolled in the Class of 2019 to the 
number who’ve been in the district since ninth grade. 
The 81.5 percent overall graduation rate is based on 
413 out of a possible 507 students who graduated in 
June. The figure rises to 84.2 percent with the four 
year cohort, with 393 students out of a possible 467 
graduating in June.

The difference is most pronounced with Latino 

students, with the graduation rate rising from 58.3 
to 65.4 percent in the four-year cohort.

“We’re really looking at our curriculum,” said Pad-
alino with regards to bringing the rates up across the 
board. “We’re really looking at instruction.”

Elsewhere, the presentation revealed 

that female students in all available subgroups 
are graduating at a higher percentage than 

male students in the non-four year cohort model. 
That’s true with white (93.8 percent, 87 percent), Af-
rican-American (83.7 percent, 70.6 percent), Latino 
(67.4 percent, 48.9 percent), multiracial (84.6 percent, 
66.7 percent) and economically disadvantaged (79 
percent, 61.6 percent) students.

Similar gender breakdowns were unavailable for the 
four-year cohort, but the superintendent said a more 
thorough graduation presentation closer to the end 
of August when the summer school graduation rates 
and credit recovery figures are added to the overall 
graduation rate for the 2018-19 school year. 

The next school board meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Aug. 7, with another scheduled three 
weeks later on Aug. 28.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Erica was one of the 81.5 percent who got their diplomas back in June.
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liams-Myers African Roots Center, 
and a potluck supper with en-
trees fresh from the farm will be 
featured at the Friends of Seed 
Song Farm monthly gathering on 
Wednesday, Aug. 7 at 6 p.m. at 
Seed Song Farm, 160 Esopus 
Ave., Kingston.

Participants can enjoy and 
participate in home-cooked food 
from the fi elds, meet the farm’s 
staff, community members, and 
partner organizations, and learn 
all of the ways to get involved 
with the farm’s critical cul-
ture-changing work to “celebrate 

the land through healthy food 
and farm experiences for all in 
our community.” They may also 
visit the farm animals, pick some 
fl owers and vegetables and stroll 
through the scenic farm fi elds 
and natural habitats along the 
Esopus Creek at the foot of the 
Catskill Mountains. Chemical-free 
vegetables will be available for 
sale. Music and singing will 
follow.

Information will be available 
about the farm’s CSA weekly 
fresh, chemical-free vegetable 
pickup program, youth summer 

farm camp, fi eld trips, upcoming 
events, volunteer opportunities 
and agro-ecological projects.

Participants are asked to bring 
a potluck dish to share, or give a 
donation towards dinner or give 
two hours of help for the event 
(harvesting/washing vegetables, 
cooking, doing dishes, or other 
tasks). No one will be turned 
away.

A hat will be passed for 
donations for the African Roots 
Library and for use of the event 
space. Ride support is available 
for this event. For more informa-

tion, please leave a message at 
info@seedsongfarm.org or (845) 
383-1528.

‘The ISIS Trial’ at UUCC
On Friday, Aug. 9 from 7-9 

p.m. at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Congregation of the 
Catskills, 320 Sawkill Rd, Kings-
ton there will be a fi lm show-
ing — “The ISIS Trial” — plus 
special guest, fi lmmaker Ellie 
Bernstein. The documentary 
takes a look at why young men 
with no criminal background 
would be attracted to join a 
terrorist organization. Was it 
because the FBI planned and 
bankrolled the operation?

The showing is cosponsored 
by Middle East Crisis Response 
(mideastcrisis.org); Hudson 
Valley BDS (hudsonvalleybds.
org); Jewish Voice for Peace-HV 
(hudsonvalley@JVP.org0; Veterans 
For Peace-Catskill Mountains and 
Women in Black-New Paltz. For 
more information, email mecr@
mideastcrisis.org or call (845) 
876-7906.

Solidarity with 
immigrants

On Tisha B’Av, the saddest 
day of the Jewish calendar, Jews 
mourn the destruction of the fi rst 
and second temples and consider 
the fate of refugees in the wake 
of those catastrophic events. 
This year, on Tisha B’Av on Sat-
urday, Aug. 10, from 7:30-8:30 
p.m. at the Old Dutch Church, 
272 Wall St., Kingston, members 
of four local Jewish communities 

will come together with members 
of area churches and other faith 
groups to commemorate the 
plight of our immigrant neighbors 
and friends. 

Members of the Woodstock 
Jewish Congregation, Congre-
gation Emanuel of the Hudson 
Valley, the Jewish Congregation 
of New Paltz and Kol Hai will 
assemble to combine tradition-
al readings from the Book of 
Lamentations with stories and 
quotations from immigrants and 
asylum-seekers in Ulster County 
and those currently suffering in 
the detention camps at our bor-
ders. The event is co-sponsored 
by the Ulster Immigrant Defense 
Network and T’ruah: The Rabbinic 
Call for Human Rights. Everyone 
is welcome.

Care packages for troops
On Tuesday, Aug. 6 at 6:30 

p.m. Operation SOS will be 
preparing packages of comfort 
items for deployed members of 
the military. The organization 
is also accepting new names 
and addresses of those who 
are deployed to be added to 
the shipping list. SOS is also 
reaching out for those interested 
in volunteer opportunities. For 
more information contact Gae-
tana Ciarlante at patriot246@
gmail.com or call Steve Brennan 
at (845) 246-5641. The event 
will take place at the Frank 
Greco senior center on Market 
Street in Saugerties.

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Big Takeover.

Woodstock Reggae 
Fair at Colony

Colony and Upstate Reggae 
Present Woodstock Reggae Fair 
featuring The Big Takeover and 
Royal Khaoz, at 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 3 at Colony Woodstock, 22 
Rock City Road. 

Fronted by the charismat-
ic Jamaican-born singer and 
songwriter Nee Nee Rushie, 
the seven-piece New York band 
The Big Takeover plays original 
music that is rooted in and 
reverent toward the genres and 
rhythms of Jamaican pop: reg-
gae, rocksteady, ska. They are 
devotees of Desmond Dekker 
and the way the old school did 
it. At the same time, The Big 
Takeover crosses lines and blends traditions like global pop fusionists.

Reggae Fusion takes on new meaning and captivating energy whenever Royal Khaoz shows up. Formed 
in the Bronx by Jamaican natives, the band as crafted a stamp of versatility and vibrancy — as a vehicle to 
spread their vibe through music.

Tickets are $20 in advance at colonywoodstock.com or by calling (845) 679-7625, or $25 at the door on 
the day of the show.

Volunteer Firemen’s Hall  
& Museum of Kingston, NY

16th
 Annual Antique  

Fire Engine Muster
AT THE MUSEUM

265 Fair St., Kingston, NY

August 10, 2019
10 AM - 4 PM

OPEN HOUSE • DO NOT MISS THIS EVENT
Antique, Vintage & New Fire Apparatus  

& Emergency Vehicles
Free Hot Dogs & Soda • Silent Auction

Bucket Brigade Contest at 1 PM

A closing parade will start after the muster
For More Info: 

Call (845) 331-0866 or (845) 443-3905
vfmuseumofkingston@gmail.com

Jimminy Peak
Over 35 Years Experience

Full Chimney Service
Installation of 

Chimneys
Stainless Steel 

Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

845-338-0704

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY

TOWN OF ULSTER

The junkyard that wouldn’t die?
Despite closure order, neighbors say 
Buck’s still up and running  BY CRISPIN KOTT

O
ver two years ago, State Supreme 

Court Justice Richard Mott ruled that the 
Town of Ulster had demonstrated that 
Buck’s Junk Yard owner Don Mackenzie 
had violated a local law by continuing to 

operate. But some area residents and town officials 
say that the business is still running.

In the ruling from 2017, Mott found that town of-
ficials were correct in their assertion that Buck’s Junk 
Yard was in violation of Ulster Town Law Section 101-4a 
with is ongoing operation, and that the “Defendant has 
failed to submit any competent evidence in rebuttal 
or to demonstrate any palpable effort to correct the 
cited deficiencies in order to obtain a junkyard license.” 
According to town officials, the status of Buck’s has 
not changed.

During a meeting of the town board held on Thurs-
day, July 18, Town Clerk Suzanne Reavy read a letter 
from Eddyville residents Helene and Robert Browning 
which claims that despite the closure over two years 
ago, there is still plenty of activity happening on the 
property at 1015 Route 213.

“We are wondering what is happening with Buck’s, 
which has had a legacy of pollution and is an eyesore 
in the community,” said the Browning letter. “To our 
best understanding, Buck’s was closed in 2017, but 
oftentimes there are different trucks outside and 
inside the premises, and there still appears to be a 
lot of junk inside. We trust that the contamination 
it caused will be cleaned up. We would like to know 
what is the current status of Buck’s. Is it still operating 
in any capacity? Has the owner expressed any plan 
to reopen or renovate, and to clean up the pollution? 
And are taxes still in arrears? We wish to know what 
is the likely future for Buck’s and what the town can 
do to help the community.”

At the meeting, Town Supervisor James Quigley 
III said town officials were aware of activity at Buck’s 

Junk Yard and have been keeping an eye on it.
“The Building Department has been monitoring the 

site,” Quigley said. “They have been noticing people. 
They have been approaching those people and taking 
names and addresses and getting into conversations 
with them. And once challenged the people pick up 
and leave. We will continue to monitor it.”

The town’s issues with Mackenzie and Buck’s Junk 
Yard, which is located at 1015 Route 213, go back to 
March 2010, when the DEC conducted an inspection 
of the site after a fire, concluding that tires and other 
debris were found in a wetland portion of the 10-acre 
property, and that junked vehicles had not been dis-
posed of properly. In 2016, Quigley, said that while 
the DEC found surface oil contamination, there was 
no indication of serious in-ground contamination. 

Despite the issues, Mackenzie was granted con-
ditional site plan approval to continue operating his 
business; issuance of a permit to continue operating 

the business was denied by the town board in 2012.
In 2013, the town Zoning Board of Appeals voted 

unanimously to uphold a determination from the 
Building Department that because the junkyard did 
not have licensing or end-of-life breaking permits 
from the DMV, it was operating illegally. In December 
2013, Mackenzie went to court and filed an Article 78 
action to try and have the ZBA decision overturned, 
but in July 2014, the state Supreme Court sided with 
the town. As recently as July 2016, Town officials said 
Mackenzie was given a deadline he did not honor to 
comply with town codes.

As of press time, Mackenzie owes the school district 
taxes for the years 2016-2018 totaling roughly $8,578.

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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Ulster against ICE
Continued from Page 1

by President Donald J. Trump have prompted new 
efforts by grassroots groups and local governments 
to thwart federal immigration enforcement.

“ICE has always been in and out of Kingston but 
in the past it was mostly outside of probation offices, 
courts, government offices,” said Diana Lopez, a com-
munity organizer for immigration advocacy group 
Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson. “But now it’s to the 
point where they’re knocking on doors. It’s terrifying.”

Earlier this month, ICE agents visited several 
locations in Midtown Kingston, apparently seeking 
out individuals wanted for deportation. (A spokes-
woman for New York’s ICE office did not return an 
email and several calls seeking comment). It’s unclear 
if the enforcement action was part of a nationwide 
crackdown targeting some 2000 undocumented im-
migrants subject to removal orders, mostly based on 
criminal convictions. Trump’s recent tweets about the 
threatened large-scale enforcement action sent a wave 
of fear through local immigrant communities, in part 
because of ICE’s policy of “collateral apprehension.” 
This allows agents to detain any undocumented immi-
grants they come across in the course of their duties, 
whether or not they are on the target list. Lopez said 
that fear was palpable in Midtown Kingston. “You 
look at Broadway and normally there’s a lot of people 
there,” said Lopez of the day of the ICE action. “But 
it was a ghost town.”

Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson offers a range of ser-
vices for undocumented immigrants facing stepped-
up enforcement by ICE. Lopez said the group fields 
phone calls from area residents seeking information 
about ICE activity, arranges rides for people who 
are worried about walking to work and helps set up 
guardianship arrangements for the American-born 
children of people threatened with deportation. The 
group also helps educate immigrants about their rights 
when dealing with ICE officials. (Courts have long 
held that undocumented immigrants have the same 
due process rights as other Americans).

Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson has also worked to 
prevent the kind of mass panic that can occur when 
unfounded rumors of ICE activity circulate on social 
media. The group encourages reports of ICE presence, 
but only if verified by a reliable first-hand source. 

Guatemalan chaos
Recently, the group’s efforts have been complicated 

by a flood of new arrivals fleeing near total economic 
and social collapse in Guatemala. The newcomers, 
who, Lopez said, have been arriving in Kingston in 
increasing numbers over the past year, come from the 
central highlands of the country and speak K’iche’. 
The language, which derives from ancient Mayan, is 
divided into 20 different dialects, not all of which are 
mutually intelligible.

“We’re trying but it has been very difficult because 
many of them don’t speak Spanish or English,” said 
Lopez of efforts to assist the K’iche’ speakers. “And 
there’s just not a lot of people we know who can serve 
as interpreters.”

While Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson offers advo-
cacy services for the undocumented, the Immigrant 
Defense Network of Ulster County takes a more direct 
approach. The group, organized in 2017, has developed 
a network of volunteers and a protocol to respond 
whenever ICE seeks to detain a person. Woodstock 
resident Nic Abramson, co-leader of the group, said 
the effort relies on a network of 54 volunteers linked 
via a group text. Whenever the network is advised of 
ICE activity at a specific location, teams are dispatched 
there in an effort to lawfully prevent the detention of 
the targeted person.

“Our goal is to be there as witnesses both to support 
the family involved and to make sure that their rights 
are respected and that it is a legal ICE encounter,” 
said Abramson.

The network’s response protocol includes assessing 

the situation and making contact with the family by 
getting to their front door, if possible, or by phone if 
not. The responders will advise family members not to 
open the door or talk to ICE agents unless they have 
a warrant signed by a judge. (Many ICE actions are 
carried out using administrative warrants that critics 
argue do not have the force of law). Other team mem-
bers will try to speak to ICE agents to determine the 
circumstances of the enforcement action and identify 
any potential legal issues involved. The response team 
also includes a videographer and one of two attorneys 
with expertise in immigration matters who have signed 
on to the effort.

In the event the 
targeted person is 
taken into custody, 
the network will help 
family members left 
behind, for example, 
by connecting chil-
dren with pre-ar-
ranged guardians. 
Abramson said the 
group was trained 
to operate within the 
bounds of the law 
and not to obstruct 
ICE agents’ lawful 
activity.

“We don’t inter-
fere with ICE,” said Abramson. “We are not, at this 
point, putting our people at risk.”

Local governments’ resistance
Along with nonprofit groups, local governments 

have signed on to efforts to protect residents threatened 
by ICE actions. In 2017, Kingston officially adopted a 
policy barring city employees, including police from 
providing information or otherwise assisting ICE. Last 
month, following revelations of squalid conditions 
at children’s detention facilities maintained by the 
department of Customs and Border Protection and 
escalating threats from Trump of a large scale sweep 
by ICE, County Executive Pat Ryan signed an execu-
tive order barring county employees from collecting 
information about residents’ immigration status or 
otherwise assisting immigration authorities.

Proponents of the non-cooperation policies argue 
that local law enforcement has no duty to assist federal 
officials in enforcing laws against actions, like over-
staying a visa, that are not crimes under New York 
penal law. Others, including Ulster County Sheriff 
Juan Figueroa, say that ICE’s reliance on administra-
tive warrants, as opposed to court orders, casts doubt 
on the constitutionality of cooperation by local cops. 
(Both the city and county non-cooperation policies 
contain exceptions when ICE agents provide a warrant 
or court order signed by a judge.)

“These orders are about due process and protect-
ing the rights of people who are arrested or detained. 
Everybody has the right to go before a judge and jury,” 
said Figueroa in a statement regarding the executive 
order. “I am a big supporter of the Constitution, and 
I represent the people of this county, not the interests 
of our federal immigration officials.”

Kingston Police Chief Egidio Tinti said city police 
had adopted a hands-off attitude about immigration 

for as long as he had been in law enforcement. ICE 
agents, he said, operate completely independently of 
local law enforcement and do not let local cops know 
when they plan to be in town. City police, meanwhile, 
will take no action to either help or hinder ICE. Tinti 
said officers on patrol who spot ICE activity are expect-
ed to report it, simply to avoid potentially hazardous 
situations when fellow officers come across armed 
agents in plainclothes. 

“Our policy has always been that we do our local 
law enforcement stuff and the government does what 
they do,” Tinti said.

When ICE showed 
up in Kingston earlier 
this month, how-
ever, the city went 
beyond non-cooper-
ation and took steps 
to warn residents 
about their presence. 
The warning, which 
was accompanied by 
information advising 
people of their rights, 
was posted to the 
city’s official social 
media platforms once 
immigration advo-
cates confirmed ICE 
was in fact operating 

in Kingston.
Mayor Steve Noble personally authorized the post. 

Noble said the city would do everything legally possible 
to protect the rights of Kingston residents, regardless 
of immigration status.

“It’s difficult when we have a federal law enforce-
ment agency that still has the power to come into our 
community and harass citizens who live here,” said 
Noble. “They know they’re not welcome, but I don’t 
think there’s any way we can legally keep them out.”

What is ICE actually up to?
Despite the declarations of non-cooperation and the 

rise of advocacy groups like Nobody Leaves Mid-Hud-
son, it’s unclear whether ICE is actually increasing its 
activity. Nationwide, the number of undocumented 
immigrants ticked up to 256,000 last year compared 
to 235,000 in 2015. But those numbers remain far 
below the record of 409,000 deportations in 2012 
as then-President Obama initiated a crackdown in 
an ultimately unsuccessful effort to win Republican 
support for an immigration reform bill.

In a recent article in The New York Times, current 
and former officials in the Department of Homeland 
Security, which includes ICE, described Trump’s grow-
ing frustration with the agency’s inability to carry out 
the mass roundups and deportation on undocumented 
immigrants that he promised in his 2016 campaign.

That inability is largely a function of resources — 
ICE and immigration courts simply lack the capacity 
to detain and process more than a tiny fraction of 
the estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants 
in the country.

“I would say it’s more of a perceived threat,” said 
Abramson. “We are certainly attuned to changes in 
policy, but we haven’t seen a huge increase in ICE 
activity in Ulster County.”

‘It’s diffi  cult when we have a federal 
law enforcement agency that still 
has the power to come into our 
community and harass citizens who 
live here. They know they’re not 
welcome, but I don’t think there’s any 
way we can legally keep them out.’ 
— Kingston Mayor Steve Noble

PHYLLIS McCABE

Demonstrators at a vigil at Kingston’s City Hall last month hold up a sign.
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Faces of Kingston
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that! It was my dad bringing me to Ed Surowitz old 
guitar shop, Allegro Music. Across from the park. 
The original Allegro by Academy Green. I was split 
between parents’ houses in Woodstock or Kingston 
but my dad would buy me drumsticks while he was 
buying guitar strings when I was like seven. I moved 
to New York when I was seven. Ed was my neighbor. 
Dave, my brother, used to cut his grass. 

MYE: That was a great store. 
AP: So, I was curious why you’d pick me?

MYE: You’ve seen a lot of sides of the city for good 
and bad. How would you summarize it? You’ve lived 
through a lot of it.
AP: Well (laughs), the drinking fountains are a lot 
shorter. I am completely unprepared (laughs). 

MYE: No more gas pumps at most Stewart’s. That 
kind of sucks. 
AP: You can still get free air for your bike tires, though. 
I haven’t driven a car in 15 years. You have to break 
the law to be safe. You have to ride in the street and on 
the sidewalk. I’ve been hit by two cars as a pedestrian 
and two on my bicycle.

MYE: Do you think that has ... affected your person-
ality? (laughs)
AP: It might have (chuckles). 

MYE: How would you compare the music scene now 
to what it used to be? 
AP: (laughing) I think everyone’s too worried about 
being a product, selling their music as a product and 
dressing appropriately. I think it is less cliques than 
opportunity.

MYE: Brand marketing? Instead of people just wilin’ 
out and being weirdos? 
AP: Yeah. I went to Woodstock the other day and I 

grew up there. I hadn’t been there in 10 years and you 
can’t get a taco at [expletive] Taco Juan’s. They only 
sell ice cream now for some reason. So call yourself 
Ice Cream Juan. 

MYE: That’s so funny because someone was just telling 
me about a guy that used to hang out there was always 
calling the FBI from the pay phone. 
AP: The first time we got caller ID at home the first 
number that called was the FBI. 

MYE: What? Because of your dad? Tech consultation? 
Or is he like the gong show guy?
AP: Sam Rockwell? We will find out years from now. 
Who knows. 

MYE: An assassin. I could see 
your dad doing that on the sly. 
Um, how long have you been 
playing harmonica?
AP: Started when I was 17. 
Twenty years. I was playing in a 
punk rock band, So On and So 
Forth. Everyone made fun of 
me and said play guitar, ’cuz you’re good at that. A piv-
otal moment was my dad took me to Jorma Kaukonen’s 
(Jefferson Airplane) Fur Peace music ranch in Ohio. 
I took guitar lessons from him and Roy Bookbinder 
and Michael Falzarano. Which is how I booked Roy 
at the Rondout Music Lounge once. The guy who ran 
the gift shop gave me a disc of harmonica players and 
a Paul Butterfield record. I listened to the Paul record 
over and over again the whole drive back to New York.

MYE: I bet you never thought you’d jump onstage with 
Murphy’s Law on harmonica.
AP: But I’ve done that multiple times! Harmonica 
opened up everything. I made a living just playing 
harmonica for over two years and traveled over the 
whole country on foot. Trains, ride shares and psy-
chopaths. (laughing) But I’ve done that. 

MYE: Is there any place you miss that’s no longer here 
in Kingston.
AP: God, how many times I cracked my head bombing 
the parking garage. 

MYE: You mean skating?
AP: Yeah. There was that little lip at the end and you’d 
jump up to ollie it and just crack your head at the end 
of it. Also the old skate spot that is where they did the 
Bob Dylan concert that lost money. The Brickyard. 

MYE: That used to be a skate spot? I got a stray dog 
from there once. 
AP: Yeah, I used to skate there. 

MYE: What do you think of the planned developments 
Uptown where the parking garage used to be? 
AP: Do it. Just [expletive] do it and see what happens. 
The economy will collapse again and Kingston will 

become a shitty place and a 
depressed economy again. 
It’ll be great (laughing). Then 
everyone else will leave. I 
lived through IBM leaving. 
Who cares anymore (laughs)? 

MYE: God, imagine every-
thing collapses again and 
the only people left in the 

smoke and rubble is ex-staff members of The Basement 
(laughing). We are the cockroaches. 
AP: I used to have to clean up all the goddamn PBR 
recyclables off the floor after the punk shows. Rob 
would hang them from full trashbags to be piñatas. 

MYE: Can’t be worse than that. 
AP: The article is the Faces of Kingston, so I wanted 
to talk about ... I’ve worked in homeless shelters, soup 
kitchens, the inpatient psychiatric unit, bars. I know a 
lot of people around here. There was one day where I 
walked the entire length of Broadway from The Strand 
to Uptown. Every single person walked by I knew. 

MYE: Pretty good. You got bingo.
AP: It was surreal to brush shoulders and no one 
knew me out of context. They were used to see me 
in the grungiest clothes cleaning a toilet or scrubs or 
elsewhere. None of them knew who I was. But I could 
look at them and know their full name, medications, 
parents names. I felt like a ghost. It was a very strange 
moment.

‘Harmonica opened up everything. I 
made a living just playing harmonica 
for over two years and traveled over 
the whole country on foot.’ 
— Andrew Parker
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Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

Leah M. Katz, M.D., M.P.H.Lawrence D. Koutcher, M.D. 

19 Cook Street, Poughkeepsie
845-485-PROS     prosoncology.com

The right team  
and the right technology  

to fight cancer.

Leah M. Katz, M.D., M.P.H.Lawrence D. Koutcher, M.D. 

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

Lodge to play by the rules
The new management of The Woodstock Lodge, 

including the president of all Selina operations world-
wide, assured the Woodstock planning board earlier 
this month Selina would do whatever was asked of it 
to bring its property into compliance and correct a 
string of bad building permits that were vacated by 
the town zoning board of appeals earlier this month. 
The Woodstock project is one of the first American 
facilities owned by Selina, which calls itself a lifestyle, 
travel and hospitality platform

Selina president Yoav Gery said that his company 
has terminated its relationship with The Lodge’s 
previous owner, Michael Skurnick, who had been 
serving as general contractor on renovations at the 
property since selling it to Selina for $2.8 million this 
past spring. Selina’s statements came after planners 
began their second sketch plan review of The Lodge’s 
current application before the board.

The place has been in the news, off and on, for 
years as one of Woodstock’s more troubled lodging-
and-food establishments.

Applications for 
service academies

Congressman Antonio Delgado said last week he’s 
accepting applications from high-school students from 
his district for nominations to the armed services 
academies for the class entering in fall 2020. “There 
is no higher honor than serving our nation, and our 
military academies provide young people with not 
only a first-class education, but also the tools to be-
come the next generation of leaders in our country,” 
Delgado stated.

Students interested in applying can visit Delgado’s 
website to learn more about the process and download 
an application. The website features specific instruc-

tions about the accompanying forms and required 
documents, including an application form, essays, 
high school transcript, ACT/SAT scores, and letters 
of recommendation. Since these materials take time 
to compile, interested students are encouraged to 
start obtaining the materials needed for the packet 
as soon as possible. 

The deadline for submitting a completed nomina-

tion packet to Delgado’s office is Friday, October 22 
at 5 p.m. Students with questions should contact the 
service-academy coordinator in the Kingston district 
office at 443-2930.

Rhinebeck breast milk depot
To make breast-milk dropoffs convenient for local 

donors, Northern Dutchess Hospital in Rhinebeck 
recently became a milk depot for the New York Milk 
Bank. The Valhalla-based nonprofit collects milk 
from carefully screened donors, then pasteurizes and 
distributes it to hundreds of babies across the state.

The New York Milk Bank requires all donors go 
through a screening process before bringing milk to 
depots such as Neugarten. To find out how to become a 
donor, call the New York Milk Bank at 212-956-MILK.

Registered New York donors can call the birth 
center at 871-3355 to make an appointment to drop 
off their frozen milk.

LAUREN THOMAS

Nina Smiley and Eric Gullickson of Mohonk Mountain House.

The flavor of history

Mohonk Mountain House is celebrating its 150th anniversary this year. To mark the 

occasion, the New Paltz hotel commissioned its own signature ice-cream flavor, available on the moun-
tain and at scoop shops across the region. Mohonk Mountain Crunch features a rich vanilla base with 
chocolate-covered pretzels, dark chocolate fudge and a salted caramel swirl.

Mohonk Mountain Crunch was created in a collaboration between the hotel’s culinary team and Jane’s Ice Cream 
of Kingston. There’s no word yet on whether this will be a limited-edition flavor available only this anniversary year 
or whether it will be produced for years to come.

Mohonk Mountain Crunch is available in the hotel’s gift shop and dining venues and at ice-cream shops in the 
Hudson Valley that include the Frozen Caboose in Highland, Kingston Candy Bar in Kingston, Beacon Creamery 
in Beacon, Village Pizza in Rhinebeck, Cherries in Stone Ridge and the Omega Institute in Rhinebeck.

COUNTY NOTES

     Community health
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After Hours: 845.532.2418
845.626.3555 • www.villaveritas.org

5 Ridgeview Rd, PO Box 610, Kerhonkson, NY 12446
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888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

BEAT
THE HEAT

Knothole League fundraiser
Event Saturday to help kids’ baseball league 
that serves city kids  BY CRISPIN KOTT

A bake sale and car wash fundraiser 

for the Metropolitan Knothole Baseball 
League in Kingston will take place this 
Saturday, with players 
in the league eligible 

for a free coaching clinic. The event 
was organized by the Mid-Hudson 
Tigers’ 15U travel baseball team 
Coach Chris Connolly and will in-
clude participation from his players.

Connolly, who works for the 
Coordinated Children’s Services of 
the Ulster County Department of 
Social Services, said that he was first 
made aware of the Knothole League 
through his job.

“A kid that I work with asked me 
to go to his game, he told me where 
it was, I showed up and I saw some 
things I thought maybe I could help 
improve on as far as teaching the kids fundamentals,” 
Connolly said. “And then I found out that their main 

source of funding was their concession stand, and they 
recently had a fire. I wanted to put something together 
as a fundraiser on one hand and a baseball clinic for 

the league as well.”
The Metropolitan Knothole 

Baseball League is comprised 
of roughly 60 kids between the 
ages of 8-13, many of whom 
are underprivileged, some 
disabled.

“There are a lot of kids that 
can’t afford Little League or 
don’t have transportation to 
get to and from the different 
Little Leagues or Cal Ripken 
Leagues in Kingston,” Connolly 
said. “It’s a good thing that they 
have going. They’re keeping 
kids off the street and involved 
in baseball.”

Connolly said his Mid-Hudson Tigers players will 
be conducting much of the clinic under his direction, 
as he will also be busy coordinating the car wash and 
bake sale. He said his players have already responded by 
doing everything from donating baseball equipment to 
collecting bottles and cans to help raise money for the 
Knothole League. Connolly said he thinks the Tigers 
will get a lot out of the experience as well.

“I really wanted them to get the full experience of 
travel baseball, but in some ways the travel baseball 

system, so to speak, is broken in the sense that it’s all 
about winning and how many trophies we can get,” 
Connolly said. “I want them to get a little bit more 
than that out of it. I want them to experience being 
role models and help these younger kids that might 
need some help.”

Connolly said he hoped he and his Mid-Hudson 
Tigers players will be able to help foster a lifelong love 
of baseball in the Knothole League kids.

“These kids can kind of fall through the cracks in 
some ways if they don’t find productive avenues to 
do different things,” Connolly said. “There’s been a 
drop in inner-city participation in baseball. And as 
somebody who played travel baseball, who played 
high-level baseball in college, I made my best friends 
playing baseball and developed so many social skills. 
I knew if I wanted to play baseball I had to have good 
grades. It kept me on the straight and narrow path.”

The fundies
Connolly said the baseball clinic will cover numer-

ous aspects of the game of baseball.
“We’re going to do very fundamental things with 

these kids,” he said. “Just the basics of hitting, throw-
ing, running the bases. And then also, which I think is 
just as important, is we’re going to talk about baseball 
etiquette and some of the nuances of the game. Don’t 
argue with the umpire, don’t throw your equipment, 
don’t fight with your teammate when he makes an error. 
Little things like that that kids can really benefit from.”

Connolly added that he hopes many players in 
the Metropolitan Knothole League will take part in 
the clinic.

“I’m sure we’re not going to get all of them,” he said. 
“But I hope we’re going to get as many as possible.”

The event, including the bake sale, car wash, 
and baseball clinic will be held at the Metropolitan 
Knothole League’s baseball field at the intersection 
of Clinton and Greenkill avenues on Saturday, Aug. 
3 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

‘These kids can kind 
of fall through the 
cracks in some ways 
if they don’t fi nd 
productive avenues to 
do diff erent things.’ 
— Chris Connelly

PHYLLIS McCABE

On with the show
THE CITY’S MOVIES IN THE PARKS SERIES drew a decent crowd to Academy Green last Friday for Mary 
Poppins. Kingston residents and cousins Peighton Rogers, 9, Anessa Treasure, 9, her sister, London Treasure, 

4, and Elora Concepcion, 7, are enjoying the previews, along with Krista McKiernan and Noel Concepcion.

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

m 

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST? CALL 845-246-8720

SERVING 
ULSTER & ALL 
SURROUNDING

COUNTIES 

INSTALLATIONS • .032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
COPPER WORK • FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE

Fully Insured • Over 30 Years Experience
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Celebrated singing
Phoenicia Festival of the Voice’s 10th year highlights African-American music BY VIOLET SNOW 

I
n opera, as in Shakespearean theater, 

selecting a setting is a big decision these days. 
Does the director stick to the traditional presen-
tation that hearkens back to 19th century Italy or 
Elizabethan England, or should she find a more 

modern locale that will make the work more relevant 
to contemporary society?

Maria Todaro, co-founder and executive director 
of the Phoenicia International Festival of the Voice, 
has set Donizetti’s opera The Elixir of Love in an Af-
rican village for the 2019 festival, which will be held 
Friday, August 2, to Sunday, August 4. This choice led 
to the theme of African-American artists and music 
that weaves through a number of this year’s events, 
including a performance of selections from a historic 
ragtime-influenced opera, Treemonisha, by composer 
Scott Joplin.

The question of traditional versus contemporary 
setting is controversial. Placing Salome in a junkyard or 
La Bohème in a spaceship can feel absurd, and there’s 
a fear that the spirit of the original opera will get lost. 
“It’s an interesting debate,” said Todaro, whose career 
has shifted from singing to directing in recent years. 
“We still feel we have to do a mix. We have a respon-
sibility not to confuse the audience with a concept 
disconnected from the essence of the play.” However, 
for Donizetti’s light-hearted opera, which is based on 
small-town life, a Ghanaian village seemed appropriate 
to the theme, while giving The Elixir of Love a lively 
twist, complete with African drumming and dancing.

The cast features internationally known Afri-
can-American opera singers, including Lawrence 
Craig, a veteran of several Phoenicia Voicefests, Jas-
mine Habersham, Leroy Davis, and Jordan Taylor, 
as well as drummer Sylvestre K. Akakpo Adzaku and 
dancers Mamoudou Konater and Pia Monique Murray. 
The performers will be backed by the Phoenicia Fes-
tival of the Voice Orchestra and an African-American 
chorus. Also appearing will be Houdini the goat and 
a flock of chickens.

Treemonisha, which explores the conflict between 
education and traditional customs in the years follow-
ing the Civil War, stars Brandie Sutton, Djore’ Nance, 
Norman Shankle, Geraldine McMillan, and others. The 
music is arranged and conducted by the multi-talented 
Damien Sneed, who directed and performed in last 
year’s blockbusting gospel concert. 

The A CAPELLA group Lady Parts returns to 

the festival with “Music of the Abolition Move-
ment,” featuring songs about the role of abo-

litionists, the struggle for racial equality, and secret 
meanings for escaping slaves embedded in the musical 
form of the spiritual. In a separate performance, pi-
anist Justin Kolb plays jazz, polyrhythms, and other 
African-derived forms in “Music of the African Dias-
pora,” with actor and professor Carey Harrison reading 
aloud poems by Langston 
Hughes and other texts.

The Friday night 
opening celebrates the 
festival’s tenth anniversa-
ry with favorite stars and 
arias of past years. Among 
the performers will be 
Robert McLaughlin, who 
taught himself Tuvan 
throat-singing as a teen 
in New Jersey, had his 
first public performance 
at the Voicefest several 
years ago, and has gone 
on to sing with a Mon-
golian band at Carnegie 
Hall. Also returning will 
be Morris Robinson, 
Barry Banks, Michelle 
Jennings, Nancy Allen 
Lundy, and others.

The Saturday morn-
ing Latte Lecture, with 
Todaro and conductor 
David Wroe, will pro-
vide interesting tidbits 
of information on the 
producing of The Elixir 
of Love. On Sunday morn-
ing, a panel discussion on 
“Erased Women of the 

Catskills” will examine the lives of Sojourner Truth 
and three other remarkable women from local history, 
presented by Cara Cruickshank.

Stephen Temperley’s Souvenir, the biographical 
play about dissonant diva Florence Foster Jenkins, 
returns by popular demand. Broadway actors Liz Mc-
Cartney and Bob Stillman play the amateur operatic 
soprano and her manager.

Rock Academy kids will perform songs from the 
rock opera Jesus Christ Superstar. A closing gala cel-
ebrates homegrown talent with Loren Daniels, Rob-
ert Burke Warren, elementary school music teacher 
Harvey Boyer and his children’s chorus, the Phoenicia 
International Festival of the Voice Chorus, and Rock 
Academy students. 

But wait, there’s still more. At 9 p.m. on Sunday, 
DJ Skoob E will spin music for a dance party on the 
bandshell stage, free to attendees of the closing gala, 
$10 for others. All are invited.

The Phoenicia International Festival of the Voice will 
take place Friday, August 2, to Sunday, August 4, with 
performances on the outdoor bandshell at the Parish 
Field and at other venues around town. Tents shelter 
spectators from sun or rain. Tickets to most events are 
$35 or less. For details of scheduling, locations, and 
tickets, go to https://www.phoeniciavoicefest.org.

REGION ARTS

DION OGUST

Moments from past festivals.

DION OGUST

VIOLET SNOW
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HEART’S HUM

When was the last time that 

you heard music where you felt 
like the artist would be making 
the work one way or another, 
regardless of if you were listen-

ing? This is not to say that all music needs to be like 
singing an entry from a diary (though if I had only 
Diary by Sunny Day Real Estate to listen to while 
trapped on a desert island I wouldn’t be mad). But 
there’s no shame in making sure work resonates with 
yourself as a human being first and foremost. Some 
of the best art keeps the audience in mind but lets 
them in by degrees.

Area folk notable Ella Ray Kondrat is a welcome 
presence in our music scene, a ray of hope for those 
who are less impressed by posturing and ego and more 
impressed by talent, empathy and depth. Kondrat 
is releasing a debut solo album called Hum to Your 
Heart any day now, a soothing title that could serve as 
a guiding star during our at-times cynical and harsh 
zeitgeist. We are often hammered into different, sterner 
shapes by the modern world, told we have to constantly 
hurry up or become used to an ever-growing spire of 
dissatisfaction as consumers, priming us to be perfect 
little cogs and customers nervously scanning to keep 
up with what we are supposed to need to make us 
better people. Often what we need is far simpler than 
more stuff or more distance between our healthiest 
self, others and overbearing expectations.

“I am evoking a subtle undercurrent of rhythm in 
order to convey, and hopefully induce, a state of being,” 
Kondrat tells me. “This album resonates at my base 
frequency. One of the best parts of recording was being 
able to make things sound exactly as I want them, to 
create my own harmonies and layers in order to evoke 
the ethereal atmosphere that immerses me.”

Billy Corgan once famously sang, “Life’s a bum-
mer when you’re a hummer.” Maybe the world likes 
to shatter sensitive people like ships on harsh rocks, 
but that doesn’t mean it’s inevitable or that we have 
to encourage hopelessness on a general day-to-day 
level. Even if you know it is gonna rain the next day, 
it’s still OK to draw in colorful chalk on the sidewalk 
if the moment strikes you.

“It’s a vulnerable thing to present my music to the 
public; it’s like saying. ‘Here is the best I can do at 
this moment,’ and of course it’s not perfect and so it 

PHOTO PROVIDED

According to our sources at NASA, Ella Ray Kondrat has been penciled in for the Apollo 18 mission.

KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

LEGAL NOTICE
HOMEPORT ON THE 

LAKE, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
7/3/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
PO Box 794, Stone Ridge, NY 
12484. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of ISBY 

CONSTRUCTION LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) June 5, 2019. Office lo-
cation: Greene Co., NY; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to 189 Beers 
Road, Earlton, NY 12058. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF ULSTER
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS 
INDEX NO.: 2019-157
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.,
Plaintiff,
v.
MARY ELLEN PAPE-

MURTAGH A/K/A MARY PAPE, 
JAMES J. MURTAGH A/K/A 
JAMES MURTAGH A/K/A 
JAMES J. MURTAGH, JR., MIL-
DRED A. GALLO, CHASE BANK 
USA, NA, NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION 
AND FINANCE,

Defendants.
To the above named Defen-

dants:
You are hereby summoned 

to answer the complaint in this 
action and to serve a copy of 
your answer, or if the com-
plaint is not served with this 
summons, to serve a notice of 
appearance on the Plaintiff’s at-
torneys within thirty days after 

the service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service, 
and in case of your failure to 
appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by de-
fault for the relief demanded in 
the complaint.

NOTICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this 
summons and complaint by 
serving a copy of the answer 
on the attorney for the mort-
gage company who filed this 
foreclosure proceeding against 
you and filing the answer with 
the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can 
lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go 
to the court where your case 
is pending for further infor-
mation on how to answer the 
summons and protect your 
property.

Sending a payment to your 
mortgage company will not 
stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE AN-
SWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

This is an attempt to collect 
a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that 
purpose.

The foregoing summons is 
served upon you by publication 
pursuant to an order of Honor-
able Lisa M. Fisher, Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the State 
of New York, signed the 20th 
day of June, 2019 at Kingston, 
New York.

The object of this action is 
to foreclose a mortgage on the 
following property:

Tax I.D. No. 39.68-4-3
ALL that certain plot, piece 

or parcel of land, situate, lying 
and being in the Town of Coun-
ty of Ulster, State of New York, 
known and designated as Lot 

LEGAL NOTICE
ASPEN HILL, LLC. Arts. 

of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
06/18/19. Office:

Ulster County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it

may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Andrew Kremer,

PO Box 69, Claryville, NY 
12725. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 385 

LEX, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with 

Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 06/21/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. Princ. office of 
LLC: 562 South St., Highland, 
NY 12528. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Gabriel Mendelson at 
the princ. office of the LLC. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualification of 

EVERLIT WOOD PRODUCTS, 
LLC

Appl. for Auth. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
06/18/19. Office location: Ul-
ster County. LLC formed in Del-
aware (DE) on 06/14/19. Princ. 
office of LLC: 191 Rochester 
Center Rd., Accord, NY 12404. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to c/o Cor-
poration Service Co., 80 State 
St., Albany, NY 12207-2543. DE 
addr. of LLC: 251 Little Falls Dr., 
Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert. 
of Form. filed with DE Secy. of 

State, Div. of Corps., 401 Fed-
eral St., Dover, DE 19901. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Infinity Simulation LLC, 
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 
05/22/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 
Infinity Simulation LLC, 61 
Wilson Ave, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.           

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

MMJD Equities, LLC, Art. of 
Org. filed w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 6/25/19. Office 
location: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company 230 Kings Mall 
Court, #182, Kingston NY 
12401. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
CHRIST THE KING REAL-

TY HOLDING, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 7/5/2019. Office in 
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 7227 Route 209, 
Wawarsing, NY 12489, which 
is also the principal business 
location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

No. 15 in Block 15 on Map en-
titled, ‘Whitter-Section No. 2-B 
situate in the Town of Ulster, 
Ulster County, New York” made 
by Nelson & Baldwin, L.S., dat-
ed November 14, 1956 and 
May 28, 1957 and filed on Feb-
ruar y 28, 1958 in the Ulster 
County Clerk’s Office as Map 
No. 1934.

These premises are also 
known as 242 Heather Lane, 
Kingston, NY 12401.

WOODS OVIATT GILMAN LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
500 Bausch & Lomb Place
Rochester, NY 14604
Tel.: (855)227-5072

LEGAL NOTICE
5355 Main Street, LLC, 

Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 5/9/2019. 
Cty: Greene. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to The LLC, 5365 
State Rte. 23, #405, Windham, 
NY 12496. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 

COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER CIT 
BANK, N.A., Plaintiff AGAINST 
TONI ANZALONE AS EXECUTOR 
OF THE ESTATE OF LUCY M. 
BUCKMAN WHO WAS SURVIV-
ING SPOUSE OF WILLIAM H. 
BUCKMAN, JR., ET AL., Defen-
dant(s) Pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated May 31, 2019 I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Side Lobby 
of the County Courthouse, First 
Floor, 285 Wall Street, Kings-
ton, NY, on August 19, 2019 at 
12:45PM, premises known as 
167 HILLTOP ROAD, SAUGER-
TIES, NY 12477. All that certain 
plot piece or parcel of land, with 
the buildings and improvements 
erected, situate, lying and being 

in the Town of Saugerties, Coun-
ty of Ulster and State of New 
York, SECTION 28.4, BLOCK 6, 
LOT 37. Approximate amount 
of judgment $165,176.93 plus 
interest and costs. Premises will 
be sold subject to provisions of 
filed Judgment for Index# 17-
2237. Elizabeth F. D’Andrea, 
Esq., Referee Gross Polowy, 
LLC Attorney for Plaintiff 1775 
Wehrle Drive, Suite 100 Wil-
liamsville, NY 14221 64403 

LEGAL NOTICE
BurtStar Properties LLC, 

Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 7/8/2019. 
Cty: Ulster. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to Rhonda 
S. Leonard, Esq., 110 Pond-
view Lane, New Rochelle, NY 
10804. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
CPR KINGSTON LLC. Arts. 

of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
06/27/19. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 99 South Elliott Place, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY 

OF ULSTER 
CITIMORTGAGE, INC., Plain-

tiff -against- JILL DUNHAM, et 
al Defendant(s). Pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered herein and dated 
November 26, 2018, I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell 
at public auction at the Ulster 
County Courthouse, 285 Wall 
Street, Kingston, NY on August 
16, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. prem-
ises situate in the Town of Ol-
ive, County of Ulster and State 
of New York, being more partic-

LEGAL NOTICES
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Is it not true that if we 
always expect the worst 
or believe confl ict is a 
certainty that, perhaps, 
we may never fi nd 
peace and love?

ularly bounded and described 
as follows: Beginning at a 
found spike in the centerline of 
Grassy Ridge Road, said spike 
being the Southeasterly corner 
of lands of Claude Schambach; 
thence South west, 35.43 feet 
and South West 58.32 feet; 
thence North West, 553.08 
feet by and 17.43 feet; thence 
North East 89.69 feet and 
South East 496.55 feet. 

Section: 53.4 Block: 2 Lot: 
26

Said premises known as 
144 GRASSY RIDGE ROAD, OL-
IVEBRIDGE, NY

Approximate amount of lien 
$269,349.93 plus interest & 
costs.

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed Judg-
ment and Terms of Sale.

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only 
to a return of the deposit paid. 
The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Index Number 3890/2013.
STEPHANIE M. WHIDDEN, 

ESQ., Referee
David A. Gallo & Associates 

LLP 
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff 
99 Powerhouse Road, First 

Floor, Roslyn Heights, NY 
11577

File# 5025.2292

LEGAL NOTICE
Erin Claus LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 7/9/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail pro-
cess to 75 W. Chester Street, 
Kingston, NY 12401. General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT- COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSO-

CIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR J.P. 
MORGAN MORTGAGE ACQUISI-
TION CORP. 2005-OPT1, AS-
SET BACKED PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-
OPT1, Plaintiff,

AGAINST
David W Utley, Jodi L Utley, 

et al. Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a judgment of 

foreclosure and sale duly en-
tered on March 25, 2019.

I, the undersigned Referee, 
will sell at public auction at 
the Ulster County Courthouse, 
285 Wall Street, Kingston, NY 
12401 on August 21, 2019 at 
10:30 AM premises known as 
409 Delaware Ave, Kingston, 
NY 12401.

All that certain plot piece or 
parcel of land, with the build-
ings and improvements there-
on erected, situate, lying and 
being in the 4th Ward of the City 
of Kingston, County of Ulster 
and State of New York. Section 
56.35, Block 9, and Lot 8.

Approximate amount of 
judgment $111,395.58 plus 
interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to provi-
sions of filed Judgment. Index 

#17-1220.
JOHN GEORGE RUSK, ESQ., 

Referee,
Aldridge Pite, LLP - Attor-

neys for Plaintiff - 40 Marcus 
Drive, Suite 200, Melville, NY 
11747

LEGAL NOTICE
Warren Building, LLC 

has filed articles of organiza-
tion with the NY Secretary of 
State on June 26, 2019. The 
office is in Ulster County. The 
NY Secretary of State is des-
ignated as agent upon whom 
process may be served. The 
address to which the Secretary 
of State shall forward copies 
of any process is: 3792 Main 
St., Stone Ridge, NY 12484 . 
The purpose of the LLC is any 
lawful purpose.

Filed by: RYAN, ROACH & 
RYAN LLP

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): 

NAME: Common Ground 
Growers LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY) on 
04/01/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 
Common Ground Growers 
LLC, 221 Marcott Rd, Kings-
ton NY 12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
State of New York Mortgage 

Agency,
Plaintiff
-against-
Joseph A. Miller a/k/a Jo-

seph Miller, The Kingston Hos-
pital, People of the State of 
New York, Philip Gumprecht, 
Ulster Town Court, Mid-Hudson 
Valley Federal Credit Union, In-
ternal Revenue Service- United 
States of America

Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a judgment of 

foreclosure and sale entered 
on July 2, 2019

I, the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder at THE ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, 
NEW YORK on August 28, 
2019 at 10:00 AM premises 
known as 33 Warren Myer 
Road, Saugerties, NY.

ALL that certain piece or 
parcel of land with buildings 
and improvements thereon, 
situate lying and being at 33 
Warren Myer Road, Town of 
Saugerties, County of ULSTER 
and State of New York. 

Section: 28.4 Block: 3 Lot: 
3

Approximate amount of lien 
$154,165.17 plus interest and 
costs.

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed judg-

ment Index # 18-2976
Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, 

Esq., REFEREE
STEIN, WIENER AND ROTH, 

L.L.P., ATTORNEYS FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF

ONE OLD COUNTRY ROAD, 
SUITE 113 CARLE PLACE, NY 
11514

DATED: July 18, 2019
FILE #: ULSTER 75120

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT – COUN-

TY OF ULSTER 
E*TRADE BANK, Plaintiff 

against
PHALANDER PATTERSON 

AND CHANDRA R. NATHANIEL 
A/K/A CHANDRA NATHANIEL, 
et al Defendant(s). 

Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale dated on 
June 17, 2019.    

I, the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction at the 
front Lobby of the Ulster Coun-
ty Courthouse, 285 Wall Street, 
Kingston, N.Y. on the 27th day 
of August, 2019 at 12:00 
p.m. premises described as 
follows: All that certain plot, 
piece or parcel of land situate, 
lying and being in the Town of 
Plattekill, County of Ulster and 
State of New York, and being 
more particularly bounded and 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at a point on the 
easterly side of Huckleberry 
Turnpike said point being on 
the division line of the herein 
described parcel and lands nor 
or formerly of King Rock Corp., 
and running thence along said 
division line North 65-27-03 
East 214.57 feet; thence along 
the westerly bounds of lands 
now or formerly of Evelyn Gil-
berto North 24-32-57 West 
252.23 feet, thence along the 
division line with lot 1 South 
65-27-03 West 75.00 feet to 
the easterly side of the afore-
mentioned Huckleberry Turn-
pike, thence along said road 
North 65-38-00 West 168.72 
feet and North 37-27-13 West 
128.33 feet to the place of 
beginning.

TOGETHER with and as to 
appurtenance to the property 
until said road is dedicated as 
a town road, a Right-of-Way 
over proposed Road on a map 
of Subdivision of lands of Gar-
cia and Gilberto, May by Roy H. 
Paull, LLE, Highland, New York, 
leading to Huckleberry Turn-
pike, and being more particu-
larly bounded and described 
as follows;

BEGINNING at a point on the 
easterly side of Huckleberry 
Turnpike said point being on 
the division line of the herein 
described parcel of lands now 
or formerly of King Rock Corp. 
and running thence along said 
division line North 65-27-03 
East 214-.57 feet; thence 
along the westerly bounds 
of lands now or formerly of 
Evelyn Gilberto, North 24-32-
57 West 252.25 feet; thence 
along the division line with Lot 
1 South 65-27-00 West 75.00 
feet to the easterly side of the 
aforementioned Huckleberry 
Turnpike, thence along said 
North 65-38-00 West 168.72 
feet and North 37-27-13 West 

128.33 feet to the place of 
beginning. 

Said premises known as 
291 Huckleberry Turnpike, 
Plattekill, N.Y. 12589.  

(Section: 108.1, Block: 4, 
Lot: 2.4).

Approximate amount of lien 
$378,228.43 plus interest and 
costs. 

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed judg-
ment and terms of sale. 

Index No. 00000657-17. 
Peter Case Graham, Esq., Re-
feree.    

DeRose & Surico
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
213-44 38th Avenue
Bayside, N.Y. 11361

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE United 

States District Court Northern 
District of New York U.S. BANK 
TRUST, N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR 
LSF8 MASTER PARTICIPATION 
TRUST, Plaintiff AGAINST AR-
THUR TABASCO, CHRISTINA 
TABASCO, et al., Defendant(s) 
Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated April 25, 2019 I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell 
at public auction at the Side 
Lobby of the County Court-
house, First Floor, 285 Wall 
Street, City of Kingston, NY 
12501, on August 27, 2019 
at 11:00AM, premises known 
as 629 SOUTH ROAD, MILTON, 
NY 12547. All that certain plot 
piece or parcel of land, with 
the buildings and improve-
ments erected, situate, lying 
and being in the Town of Marl-
borough, County of Ulster and 
State of New York, SECTION 
103.1, BLOCK 3, LOT 46. Ap-
proximate amount of judgment 
$312,954.33 plus interest and 
costs. Premises will be sold 
subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment for Index# 15-cv-
410-GLS-RFT. MICHAEL J. LO-
NERGAN, ESQ., Referee Gross 
Polowy, LLC Attorney for Plain-
tiff 1775 Wehrle Drive, Suite 
100 Williamsville, NY 14221 
64495

LEGAL NOTICE
692 LLC has filed articles 

of organization with the NY 
Secretary of State on July 18, 
2019. The office is in Ulster 
County. The NY Secretary of 
State is designated as agent 
upon whom process may be 
served. The address to which 
the Secretary of State shall 
forward copies of any process 
is   715  Abeel St., Kingston, 
NY 12401. The purpose of the 
LLC is any lawful purpose.

Filed by: RYAN, ROACH & 
RYAN LLP

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limit-

ed Liability Company (LLC): 
   ASBURY TAX ADVISORS, 

LLC, Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
6/1/19. Office location: Ulster 
County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: Asbury 
Tax Advisors, LLC, 750 Lucas 

Avenue, Hurley, NY 12443. 
Purpose: Any lawful    acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BRS PLACE, LLC. Arts. 

of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
07/25/19. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, c/o Ann Poskas, 239 
Brickyard Road, Ferrisburgh, 
VT 05456. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 

COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER 
U.S. Bank National Associa-
tion, not in its individual ca-
pacity but solely as trustee for 
the RMAC Trust, Series 2018 
G-CTT, Plaintiff AGAINST Mi-
chael Caban, Erica Dewitt, et 
al., Defendant(s) Pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale duly dated 4-12-2019 I, 
the undersigned Referee will 
sell at public auction at the Ul-
ster County Courthouse, 285 
Wall Street, Kingston, NY on 
9-4-2019 at 10:00AM, premis-
es known as 166 Ruby Road, 
Kingston a/k/a Town of Kings-
ton, NY 12401. All that certain 
plot piece or parcel of land, 
with the buildings and improve-
ments erected, situate, lying 
and being in the Town of Kings-
ton, County of Ulster and State 
of New York, SECTION: 39.3, 
BLOCK: 2, LOT: 9.211 Ap-
proximate amount of judgment 
$184,550.04 plus interest and 
costs. Premises will be sold 
subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index #1177/2018. 
Adam T. Mandell, Esq., Referee 
Frenkel Lambert Weiss Weis-
man & Gordon, LLP 53 Gibson 
Street Bay Shore, NY 11706 
01-087630-F00 64351

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
NAME: Galo Food Produc-
tions LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization were filed with the 
Secretary of   State of New 
York (SSNY) on 07/19/2019. 
Office location: SBDC, Ulster 
County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be  served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Galo Food 
Productions LLC,  101 West 
Chester Street, Kingston, NY 
12401.  Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 

COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER 
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC 
D/B/A/ MR. COOPER, Plaintiff 
AGAINST CINDY A. HAGEN, 
et al., Defendant(s) Pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale duly dated June 17, 
2019 I, the undersigned Refer-
ee will sell at public auction at 
the Side Lobby of the County 
Courthouse, First Floor, 285 

Wall Street, City of Kingston, 
on September 04, 2019 at 
2:00PM, premises known 
as 81 WESTERN AVENUE, 
MARLBORO, NY 12542. All 
that certain plot piece or par-
cel of land, with the buildings 
and improvements erected, 
situate, lying and being in the 
Village and Town of Marlbor-
ough, County of Ulster and 
State of New York, SECTION 
108.2, BLOCK 6, LOT 18. Ap-
proximate amount of judgment 
$301,370.92 plus interest and 
costs. Premises will be sold 
subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment for Index# 18-2632. 
ANDREW J. GILDAY, ESQ., Ref-
eree Gross Polowy, LLC Attor-
ney for Plaintiff 1775 Wehrle 
Drive, Suite 100 Williamsville, 
NY 14221 64627

LEGAL NOTICE
IT COULD HAPPEN LLC. 

Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 07/26/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualification of 

MODENA MHC, LLC. Appl. 
for Auth. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/22/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. LLC formed in 
Delaware (DE) on 07/03/19. 
Princ. office of LLC: 8800 N. 
Bronx Ave., 2nd Fl., Skokie, IL 
60077. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
c/o Corporation Service Co. 
(CSC), 80 State St., Albany, 
NY 12207-2543. DE addr. of 
LLC: CSC, 251 Little Falls Dr., 
Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert. 
of Form. filed with Secy. of 
State, John G. Townsend Bldg., 
Federal St. - Ste. 4, Dover, DE 
19901.  Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, 1669 Ulster 
Heights Road, Ellenville, NY 
12428. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualification 

of   RIVIERA HOMES, LLC.  
Appl. for Auth. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/22/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. LLC formed in 
Delaware (DE) on 06/09/15. 
Princ. office of LLC: 8800 N. 
Bronx Ave., 2nd Fl., Skokie, IL 
60077. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
c/o Corporation Service Co. 
(CSC), 80 State St., Albany, 
NY 12207-2543. DE addr. of 
LLC: CSC, 251 Little Falls Dr., 
Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert. 
of Form. filed with Secy. of 
State, John G. Townsend Bldg., 
Federal St. - Ste. 4, Dover, DE 
19901.  Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

allows me the opportunity to practice,” Kondrat says. 
“Hopefully in the meantime I am able to connect 
deeply to my audience who may find resonance in 
these songs.”

I have noticed a very pronounced trend in Twit-
ter culture, for example, towards the inevitability of 
failure, more “likes” for transparently not-that-ironic 
potentially harmful self-depreca-
tion and pop artists being praised 
for nihilism or called naive if 
they try to straddle apathy with 
any semblance of warmth. Is it 
not true that if we always expect 
the worst or believe conflict is a 
certainty that, perhaps, we may 
never find peace and love? It’s 
good to be realistic but also to 
identify the reality we want to live 
in and work towards manifesting 
or achieving it free of shame.

“I was inspired by queer rev-
elations, the Me Too movement, 
and the inner transformation that was taking place 
within myself at the time,” offers Kondrat. “Hum to 
Your Heart reflects a time when I was learning to return 
to myself, to make myself feel at home within myself.”

The idea of self-care is even the essen-

tial core of the album title itself, something 
it often takes daring to allow ourselves to 

make time for. Art is obviously a time-honored way 

to empower oneself, but it still can take courage to 
step across that threshold, and afterwards be able to 
achieve a measure of objectivity about the process.

“The title track for Hum to Your Heart is perhaps 
the most ethereal, a call to treat myself with the same 
tenderness, depth of caring, warmth that I would give 
to a lover,” Kondrat explains. “Another song, ‘Bringing 

Myself Back Home’ is reflective of 
introspection regarding romantic 
relationships, ultimately landing 
the narrator choosing to return 
to herself. ‘Do You Mind’ presents 
a playful perspective on every-
one’s favorite muse, heartbreak. 
Throughout the album runs a 
current of slow, gentle encourage-
ment, of a tender power that comes 
from compassionately delving into 
the core of painful experiences.”

Hum to Your Heart was record-
ed by Eli Winograd at Lone Pine 
Studios in Kingston and mastered 

by Jamal Ruhe. Jacqueline Timberlake appears on 
several songs with her viola accompaniment, and Katy 
Kondrat contributes harmony on “Rub the Soles,” a 
song that Ella wrote based on a poem written by their 
grandfather. Album art was created by Dina Kravsov 
based on a vision that Ella had in 2012.

Hum to Your Heart will be released on Aug. 9 at 
the Beverly Lounge in Kingston, with special guests 
accompanying. There is a suggested donation of $10. 

The fun and accommodating venue is sure to be an 
ideal setting for people to relax and take in the sound of 
an artist really stepping through into the next chapter 
of their creative journey.

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is changing, 
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked 
journalism is needed now more than ever. 
We believe it’s important for the entire 
community, regardless of economic 
position, to have access to the local news 
that impacts their lives most. Your sup-
port ensures independent local journalism 
will thrive in the Hudson Valley for years 
to come. More: hudsonvalleyone.com/
support.

hv1UP Ulster 
Publishing
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KINGSTON TIMES
EDITORIAL

Kingstonian needs 
informed discourse

In response to Marissa Marvelli’s commentary, 
Building on the Past: Kingston Stockade District’s 
tipping point, July 25, 2019.

Ms. Marvelli has penned an insightful, tangible 
treatise that should be required reading for every 
civic-minded “Kingstonian.”

Kingston is a 360-year amalgam of America’s 
richest history, therefore, every development project 
deserves a complete and scrupulous filtering, by and 
for every stake holder and augmented by the most 
comprehensive agency oversight.

That Mayor Steve Noble has seen fit to dismiss 
Ms. Marvelli, her studious preservation acumen, 
dedication and genuine concern for the Kingston 
community, as member and vice-chair of our Land-
marks Commission, is surprising and shockingly in-
congruent. This is not the Steve Noble I have known, 
respected and supported for many years. First and 
foremost, the mayor is here to bring people and policy 
together. When the voices of “progress” become loud 
and impatient is not the moment to relent, but to let 
the process unfold on its own terms, in its own time. 
Informed discourse is tantamount to Kingston’s suc-
cessful economic development.

Avery Smith

Kingston

Roberts an excellent choice
In 2013, Cheryl Roberts and I partnered to explore 

incorporating a nonprofit to advocate on behalf of 
people living with serious mental illness involved in 
the criminal justice system. I came to understand the 
plight of people in this population intimately when my 
oldest son was sentenced to five years in state prison. 
In 2014, we founded the Greenburger Center for Social 
and Criminal Justice.

As part of the Greenburger Center’s work, Cheryl 
and I developed a model for an alternative to incarcer-
ation (since named Hope House) to divert appropriate 
people from prison and into treatment, a solution that 
is more humane to people living with mental illness; 

safer for victims, society and correction officers; and 
fiscally responsible.

This common sense goal turned out to be a gargan-
tuan five-year task, one that has taken an enormous 
amount of ingenuity, legal skill, patience, intelligence 
and plain old relentlessness. Cheryl was more than up 

to the task and I can certainly say that without her, the 
Hope House model would not have been developed.

Now Cheryl is running for the New York State 
Supreme Court and I cannot think of a better person 
to serve the public as a judge. In addition to being a 
town judge for eight years, the City of Hudson’s first 

A work in progress
“Believing in progress does not mean believing that 
any progress has yet been made.”

— Franz Kafka

T
he revised leadership structure of 

Ulster County government under county 
executive Pat Ryan is taking shape. The 
executive team consists at this point of an 
amalgam of old hands and new faces. That’s 

no surprise.
Responsibility for getting through the all-import-

ant budget season for 2020 lies mostly with the old 
hands. The operations team is headed by assistant 
county executive Marc Rider and budget director and 
finance commissioner Burt Gulnick. Incumbent Clint 
Johnson has also been reappointed county attorney 
by Ryan.  

At the same time, the new executive’s office has 
been asking the department heads what they do and 
what they are trying to accomplish. This prolonged 
get-acquainted tour is a nod to a management tech-
nique called performance management, which starts 
with defining a job and getting it done.  

Meanwhile, addressing the so-called Big Five prob-
lem areas which Ryan identified in his inauguration 
speech has been a major center 
of attention for the new admin-
istration. Considerable system 
disruption may be involved. 

His priorities, Ryan had 
said in that June 7 speech in the 
county courthouse in Kingston, 
included a Green New Deal 
for Ulster County, tackling the 
opioid crisis, growing and di-
versifying the county economy, 
redefining the justice system to 
emphasize rehabilitative and re-
storative elements, and making 
county government more responsive and responsible.

Here, Ryan appears to be giving a nod to the 
thought that government is capable of walking and 
chewing gum at the same time. His message represents 
a change in approach from that of the Hein admin-
istration. Ryan’s style has been more reminiscent of 
business management than public administration. 
He’s a problem-solver. He sets measurable goals for 
improvement in problem areas and deploys personnel 
toward meeting those targets. 

Finally, despite facing another election in Novem-
ber to confirm his status for a full four-year term, Pat 
Ryan’s overwhelming electoral victory against Repub-
lican opponent Jack Hayes on April 30 has given him 
a mandate. Though no future election can be taken 
for granted, the re-run between the same two on No-
vember 5 probably won’t lead to a different outcome, 
with Hayes not expected to campaign actively. 

The portfolio of John Milgrim, the high-

est-ranking new appointee in the Ryan admin-
istration, will include communications and new 

policy initiatives. Milgrim’s no new face to Ulster 
County, having worked first in Middletown as a news-
paper staff writer and then as Albany bureau chief for 
the Ottaway papers for 15 years. He has commuted 

for the past dozen years or so from Ulster County to 
work in various communications and investigative 
positions in state government in Albany. In his first 
week at his new job, Milgrim last week expressed 
happiness at not having to make that daily Thruway 
commute any more. 

Two obvious tasks await attention. One is the 
continuing in-depth evaluation of the performance 
of the various departments, a complex process that 
can involve connections to state agencies and inde-
pendently elected county officials. The other involves 
systemic organizational change: data-driven disrup-
tion, innovation, engagement and transformation. An 
important consideration for Ryan’s appointments is 
whether they advance the accomplishment of one or 
more of his top five priorities.

The 37-year-old Ryan’s initial county appointee 
was his campaign manager, 29-year-old Dan Torres, 
who became a deputy county executive. Torres is in 
effect Ryan’s chief of staff. 

Ryan appointed veteran county Health 

Department official Vin Martello Director 
of Opioid Prevention Strategy, with a goal of 

cutting county opioid fatalities by half in two years. 
An award of a $2.5 million state 
grant through Columbia Uni-
versity and an additional state 
allocation of $216,000 will help 
the county meet that goal.

Tim Weidemann was pro-
moted from a county economic 
development functionary to as-
sistant deputy county executive 
and was given the impressive 
title of Director of Innovation. 
Replacing the Hein-created 
Division of Accountability, Com-
pliance and Efficiency headed by 

Lisa Cutten, the Department of Innovation team pres-
ently consists only of its leader. Torres explained to the 
Daily Freeman, a local newspaper, that his colleague 
would work with entities at various institutional levels, 
focusing on data and providing “a new way to evaluate 
what we’re doing.” The overall goal is to make county 
government more responsive and more responsible.

The Green New Deal program will pursue the goal 
of county-owned facilities achieving one hundred per-
cent renewable energy by 2030 and increasing private 
conversions from fossil fuels to renewable sources. 
Various county departments will work together on 
action projects that improve energy efficiency and 
climate resilience.

A partnership involving Ryan, Sheriff Juan 
Figueroa, the county Probation Department and 
other law-enforcement authorities will tackle the 
job of maximizing the rehabilitative and restorative 
elements of Ulster County’s criminal justice system.

It’s not yet clear how Ryan intends to go about 
growing and diversifying the county economy. He has 
a great interest in workforce training, and he’s been 
talking about the county government contributing to 
local infrastructure projects.

Further appointments are likely in the near future, 
Milgrim has predicted.

RYAN APPEARS TO 
BE GIVING A NOD TO 
THE THOUGHT THAT 
GOVERNMENT IS 
CAPABLE OF WALKING 
AND CHEWING GUM AT 
THE SAME TIME.

IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas
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female corporation counsel and a licensed bond agent 
who bails out indigent people for another nonprofit 
she helped form, she has 10 years of litigation expe-
rience as an environmental and land use lawyer. But 
her legal experience is not why the judicial delegates 
should nominate Cheryl to run for the Supreme Court.

Cheryl should be the judicial nominee because she 
has a keen sense of social justice, is independent, and 
not dependent on any elected official, party boss, or 
funder — and she can win. She will add diversity to a 
bench of 18 judges that currently includes only three 
women. Not endorsing Cheryl would be a huge mistake.

If the Democrats miss their chance, it will be the 
state’s loss, but my gain, as we would be lucky for Cheryl 
to remain at the helm of the Greenburger Center for 
as long as possible. Nevertheless, I support her in 
her quest to become a Supreme Court judge for the 
greater good of our community. It would be a loss for 
the court and a loss for the community to not have this 
talented, innovative and progressive woman join the 
New York State Supreme Court bench.

Francis Greenburger

New York
Editor’s note: Greenburger is the founder and president 
of the Greenburger Center for Social and Criminal Jus-
tice, the founder and chairman of Art Omi, and founder 
and CEO of Time Equities Inc. in New York City.

Vote for Clegg
I am writing in support of Dave Clegg for Ulster 

County district attorney. Besides being a man of 
integrity; he is smart, well-spoken and a person 
who really cares about people. His life experience 
combined with these traits make him an excellent 
candidate for a position that can make such an impact 
on so many lives. We all know that our prison system 
isn’t working on so many levels. We have too many 
people in prison and we’re spending too much money 
on incarceration, when we could be helping most of 
the minor offenders and their victims. This is called 
Restorative Justice, and Dave is a strong proponent 
of this method of dealing with many more minor 
crimes that actually can be dealt with in a healing, 
healthy manner instead of just throwing someone 
in jail and leaving the victim without closure. This 
method not only provides space for the criminal to 
rehabilitate to become a productive citizen (including 
making amends with the victim), it also saves the 
taxpayer a great deal of money.

It’s past time for our society to start looking at a 
different way of dealing with crime, a way that will 
both protect society from serious offenders but will 
offer lesser offenders a helping hand and a chance to 
change their life’s path. Please find out more about 

Dave, check out his website, go hear him speak. He’s 
the real deal.

Amy Kletter

New Paltz

Support Roberts
As a kid, I was always told by my father why he 

was a Democrat. He spoke of FDR, who despite 
being called a traitor to his elitist class, championed 
policies that benefited the poor and working class. 
My dad had JFK’s Profiles in Courage, the stories of 
eight U.S. senators who demonstrated bravery to do 
the right thing by defying pressure from their party. 
I took it all in and knew that I would someday be a 
Democrat. When I became a teenager I saw politicians 
succumb to party pressure, donors, and other powerful 
people and challenged my father about his stories of 
Democrats standing with the people. He explained 

that the examples he gave were aspirational. While 
not perfect, the Democratic Party worked toward 
the ideals of standing for justice and equality and 
the people over the powerful. With my late father’s 
idealism, I am asking the judicial delegates who will 
decide the Democratic Party’s nominee for New York 
Supreme Court to demonstrate political courage and 
stand with the people. Please vote for Cheryl Roberts 
at the Aug. 9 judicial convention.

Christine Dinsmore

Saugerties

Free the children
Education is the role and responsibility of the 

parent. It is often shared with a community program 
called the school, whose mission is to help each child 
become all that she/he is capable of being. The school’s 
primary responsibility is to provide a safe environment 
in which learning takes place, and a curriculum focused 
on the social, civic and intellectual development of the 
child. The school’s agents are professional educators 
whose primary responsibility is to empower each child 
with an appreciation of lifelong learning and a devel-
opment of “can do” attitude. The schools are financially 
supported by the local community and government. 

Unfortunately, we have allowed government and 
their agents to assume control of the education of the 
child, dictating the composition and curriculum of the 
schools and the role of the teacher, to the detriment 
of the child. 

Parents and teachers need to accept their primary 
responsibility for the education of children and unite 
with the associations and unions in demanding an end 
to the anti-child curriculums and mandated govern-
ment control of testing. Education is a personal and 
local responsibility and parents and teachers need to 
regain control and advocacy for our children and the 
future of our nation.

Paul Jankiewicz, Ph. D

Ulster Park

PHYLLIS McCABE

Down to the brassroots
BRASSKILL BAND PERCUSSIONIST CHELSEA SNIDER leads her band at the Second Annual Hudson 

Valley Brassroots Festival at Seed Song Farm. The event featured 11 brass bands from New York, Pennsylva-

nia and Massachusetts, along with local farm vendors, a bonfi re and more.

County 
exec 

expands 
family

Ulster County 

executive Pat 
Ryan and wife 
Rebecca  on 

July 27 welcomed their 
newborn son, Theodore 
Willem “Theo” Ryan. 
According to a post on 
Ryan’s Facebook page, 
Theo arrived weighing 7 
lbs. 10 oz., and measured 
21 inches. “He’s healthy, 
happy, hungry, and excited 
to meet everyone soon,” 
Ryan wrote. “Rebecca was 
a total rock star through-
out delivery and is recov-
ering nicely.”

Theo is the couple’s 
first baby.

The Ryan family.
PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK
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Go Solar, For Free

How Is Solstice™ Community Solar Free To Join?

(866) 826-1997
Get A $160 Cash Bonus When You Sign Up

Signing up for Solstice™ Community Solar gives you a fixed defined 10% 
discount on your energy for the duration of your membership.

With Solstice  Community Solar TM

Lower Your Central Hudson Bill

1 2 3Electric companies use a 
variety of sources to produce 
electricity. Besides being 
extremely harmful to the 
environment, these sources of 
energy are also much more 
expensive than solar.

New York is aiming to 
become 100% renewable 
by 2040. Tax incentives 
at the state and federal 
level allow this to be a 
possibility while keeping 
the price of renewable 
energy low.

You are not buying 
panels, hence why this is 
free to join. When you 
sign up, you get to 

they produce and receive 
a 10% monthly discount.

Questions? Ready to enroll?

(866) 826-1997
www.solstice.us/kt

A+ Rating with the BBB 

"You guys have been wonderful and 
answered all my questions. I drove out 
to see the farm being built - it was nice 
to see and almost be part of it in a way."

Dick & Linda Rosin
Passionate Traveler 
& Elmira Community Member

"The true, well qualified young 
people from Solstice blew us 
away with their expertise."

Douglas & Camille Johnston 
Grandparents & Homeowners

•  $10 when you call to learn more 
•  $75 when you enroll within a week 
•  $150 when you enroll after 24 hours of your first call 

Expires 

08/08/19$160 
CASH BONUS 


