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Second 
childhood
Hundreds of 
volunteers needed for 
Hasbrouck playground 
reconstruction

by Frances Marion Platt

T
HE REBUILDING OF the play-
ground at Hasbrouck Park in 
New Paltz has been offi  cially 
scheduled for Wednesday, 

September 25 through Sunday, Sep-
tember 29. The construction will be 
conducted under the supervision of the 
Village’s Department of Public Works, but 
will “require hundreds of volunteers,” ac-
cording to Ariana Basco, assistant to the 
mayor and Village Board. “We have an 
extremely tight timeline to be able to orga-
nize the number of volunteers we need.” 
Donations of tools and materials are also 
being sought by the project organizers.

Somewhat complicating the execution 
of the project is the fact that the trustee 
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Hail to 
the chief
Looking back with 
New Paltz Police Chief 
Joseph Snyder, who is 
set to retire next year 

by Terence P Ward

I
N 1987, JOSEPH Snyder applied for a 
police job in the Village of Walden. 
At the time, admission to a police 
academy required sponsorship, and 

he needed an opportunity to show that 
he was worth the investment. He was 
persuasive enough to land a job as a dis-
patcher, but he soon got to wear a badge 
as he desired. Next April, New Paltz Po-
lice Chief Joseph Snyder will wear that 
badge for the last time, retiring from 
a police career almost entirely in New 

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Chief of Police Joe Snyder will be retiring in 2020.

A rendering of the new playground at Hasbrouck Park.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 
GARDINER | SENIORS

Gardiner resident dies from rare 
tick-borne virus

The Ulster County Department of Health was noti-
fi ed last Wednesday that an Ulster County resident 
passed away from the Powassan virus, a rare and of-
ten serious disease spread by infected ticks. This is the 
fi rst known case of an individual diagnosed with the 
Powassan virus in New York State this year. The resi-
dent, who lives in Gardiner, had additional underlying 
health conditions and passed away earlier last week.

The Ulster County Commissioner of Health has 
been in communication with the New York State 
Department of Health which follows the reports of 
testing for tick-borne diseases and reports positive 
results to the United States Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Powassan virus is transmitted by the bite of an in-
fected deer tick. Since this is a viral disease, it cannot 
be treated with antibiotics.

According the Ulster County Health Department, 
the risk of getting Powassan is exceedingly low. Tens 
of thousands of people get tick bites every year, and 
typically, in New York State, anywhere from only 0-6 
cases of Powassan infection are diagnosed each year.

Dr. Carol M. Smith, Ulster County Commissioner 
of Health and Mental Health had this statement:

“It is imperative that all residents take every pre-
caution necessary against tick-borne illnesses, es-
pecially during outdoor activities. Residents should 
vigilantly check themselves and their pets for ticks 
and tick bites.”

Symptoms of the Powassan virus include fever, 
headache, vomiting, weakness, confusion, loss of 
coordination, speech diffi  culties and memory prob-
lems. If you or a family member has been bitten by a 
tick and are experiencing one or more of these symp-
toms, please consult your doctor as soon as possible.

The best way to avoid becoming ill with tick borne 
diseases is to take proper precautions when spend-
ing time outdoors. These include: Staying on clear 
well-travelled paths, wearing light colored clothing to 
spot ticks easily, tucking pants into socks, use of insect 
repellents containing DEET for skin applications and 
Permethrin for clothing and shoes, showering as soon 
as possible after spending time outdoors, checking ev-
eryone including pets frequently at the end of each day, 
and removing all ticks promptly and properly.

Additional information can be found on https://
www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/powas-
san/ and www.cdc.gov/powassan.

Riverside Bank will off er a free 
community shred day on August 10

Riverside Bank, a division of Salisbury Bank and 
Trust Company, will off er a free community shred 
day to fi ght against identity theft on August 10 from 9 
a.m. to noon at the New Paltz branch, located at 275 
Main Street in New Paltz.

“Identity theft continues to be a concern for indi-
viduals and businesses,” stated Amy Raymond, Chief 
Retail Banking Offi  cer at Salisbury Bank. “Shredding 
documents with personal information is one way 
you can ensure that thieves don’t gain access to in-
formation that could be confi dential.”

Each person may bring up to four boxes of paper 
for shredding by Legal Shred personnel. Please con-
sider bringing a non-perishable food donation as 
well. Local pantries are in need of a variety of do-
nations including canned goods, cereals, macaroni 
and cheese, cake mix, peanut butter, mayonnaise, 
ketchup, mustard and tomato sauce. Household ne-
cessities such as paper towels, diapers, shampoo, 

and soap are also appreciated.
All shredded paper will be recycled; all food and 

household items will be donated to the local food 
pantry.

Save the date for the fi rst annual 
Great Wallkill River Race

The Wallkill River Watershed Alliance is hosting 
the fi rst annual Great Wallkill River Race in New 
Paltz on Saturday, September 14 (with a rain date of 
Sunday, September 15). 

Unlike the New Paltz Regatta, competitors will use 
traditional craft such as kayaks and canoes to race 
a one-mile course from Sojourner Truth Park to the 
River to Ridge trailhead and back again. The race is 
a time for the community to come together to enjoy 
and celebrate the river. 

Boat drop-off  begins at 9 a.m., the launch is at 10 
a.m. and the race begins at 11 a.m. 

Following the race there will be a celebration with 
prizes for diff erent categories of racers, live music, 
food and an environmental resource fair with hands-
on activities for the whole family. 

A $25 registration fee helps support protecting 
and restoring the Wallkill River. Spectators are free. 

For more information or to register, visit www.
wallkillalliance.org/race or www.facebook.com/
events/ 2451560205074107/wallkillalliance.

Peace mass on August 10

Join the Pax Christi community for a special peace 
mass on Saturday, August 10, 11 a.m., at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in New Paltz. The mass will be fol-
lowed by a light reception at noon. This mass is held 
in observance of the atomic bombings of Japanese 
city’s Hiroshima on August 6, 1945 and Nagasaki on 
August 9, 1945 by the U.S.

The church is located at 34 South Chestnut Street 

in New Paltz. For additional information, call (845) 
255-5635.

New Paltz/Gardiner Seniors
to meet on August 14

The New Paltz/Gardiner Senior Club will meet on 
Wednesday, August 14, 1:30 p.m., at the VFW social 
hall, located at Route 208 South in New Paltz.

Kevin Woyce, a lecturer and developer for the 
American space program, will give a power point 
presentation about “The Space Race.” Stay for ques-
tions, cake and beverages.

Sign up for a trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for 
dinner and the play Barefoot in the Park on Septem-
ber 25.

For trips, call Phyllis Maier at (845) 255-6878 and 
for programs, call Kathy Rivera at (845) 256-9490.

Donate to the Elting
Memorial Library Fair

The Elting Memorial Library’s 63rd annual Library 
Fair will be held in New Paltz on September 21 and 
22. The library is now accepting donations of books, 
toys and jewelry. To make donation delivery easier, 
there will be four drop-off  days in the library parking 
lot for donations of books and toys: August 17 and 24 
and September 7 and 14. Volunteers will be available 
to help. Flea market drop-off  donations will be ac-
cepted only on September 7 and 14. 

The following is the general schedule and guide-
lines for donations: Books -- now until September 
10 at the book shed and on the fi rst three drop-off  
days (clean and in good condition; no college or high 
school text books, Readers Digest Condensed books, 
magazines or encyclopedias). Toys -- now at the li-
brary circulation desk and on all drop-off  days (clean 
and gently used). Jewelry -- now at the library circu-
lation desk and on all drop-off  days. 

Gardiner Senior Resource Committee 
luncheon at Gardiner Library

T
HE GARDINER SENIOR Resource Committee (GSRC) invites all Gardiner area seniors to 
enjoy their next gathering at the Gardiner Library on Monday, August 19 from noon to 
3 p.m. This will be a potluck luncheon with participants bringing a protein, vegetable, 
fruit or dessert. After an hour of fun and food, attendees will break out the games and 

play. Those that are not in to games are free to sit and talk and enjoy some coff ee/tea. Space is 
limited in the community room so those who wish to attend are asked to call 255-4442 to reserve 
a spot. If no one answers, please leave a voice mail specifying if you need transportation; this can-
not be guaranteed, but every eff ort will be made to accommodate. Although this is a free event, a 
small donation is requested to defray library and club expenses.

Events take place in the library community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. The community room 
is equipped with T-coil technology for those with compatible hearing aids and cochlear implants. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

The first Gardiner Senior Resource Committee luncheon.
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Flea market -- donations only accepted from Sep-
tember 7 through 18 at the circulation desk. For your 
convenience, please utilize the Saturday, September 
7 and 14 drop-off  days in the library parking lot. 

Check the website for library hours at www.elt-
inglibrary.org. The library is located at 93 Main 
Street in New Paltz.

Free addiction recovery 
acupuncture clinic

New Paltz Community Acupuncture will be off er-
ing a free addiction recovery acupuncture clinic on 
Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m. at 21 South Chestnut Street 
in New Paltz. Walk-ins only -- fi rst come, fi rst served.

A specifi c treatment using ear points only will be 
available free of charge. Stop by and let acupuncture 
help to reduce cravings, assist the detox process, 
calm your nervous system and support recovery. It 
could be helpful for all types of addictions and all 
stages of recovery. For more information, call (845) 
255-2145 or visit www.newpaltzacu.com.

Gustiamo comes to Bradley Farm
to celebrate Ferragosto

Bradley Farm will host its second annual Ferragos-
to Festival on Thursday, August 15 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
to celebrate the famed Italian holiday of the harvest 
season. Gustiamo, a Bronx-based food importer of 
Italian farmers and food makers will be at the farm 
to prepare a meal featuring three authentic pastas, a 
harvest salad, crusty bread and desserts. Live Italian 
music will be provided by New Paltz’s own Leonissa 
Ardinzonne.

The farm is located at 317 Springtown Road in 
New Paltz. For ticket info, visit https://bradleyfarm.
bigcartel.com/product/august-15th-6-9-pm-second-
annual-ferragosto-pasta-fesival-with-gustiamo.

Seafood boil and sidra fest
at Twin Star Orchards

Twin Star Orchards in New Paltz will host its 
second annual seafood boil and sidra fest this Sun-
day, August 11 from noon to 5 p.m. Brooklyn Cider 
House’s upstate orchard will celebrate mid-summer 
with a seafood feast, traditional basque cider ‘throw-
ing’ of their signature raw cider and live music.

Tickets for the event include a platter of fresh 
shrimp, mussels, calamari, clams, crab, potato and 
corn. The cost is $27 in advance, $32 at the door. Oth-
er natural sidras (Spanish-style dry ciders) by Black-
duck Cidery and Graft Cider will be available, along 
with craft beer and wine (beverages sold separately). 

Twin Star Orchards is located at 155 North Ohio-
ville Road in New Paltz. For additional information, 
visit twinstarorchards.com. 

Gardiner Library presents
ukulele club

The Gardiner Library will host another meeting 
of the ukulele club, the Ukuleleans, led by Jeff  Pfef-
fer on Wednesday, August 14 from 7 to 9 p.m. This 
free monthly club is for all ages of ukulele players, 
from beginner to experienced. Individuals will also 
be given the opportunity to perform for the group, if 
they desire, building confi dence to perform in front 
of audiences.

Clubs meet in the library community room, 133 
Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Fiber arts at Gardiner Library

 Gardiner Library will host this month’s fi ber arts 
meeting on August 11 from noon to 3 p.m. This group 
is for all stages of knitters, crocheters, spinners or 
sewers. Bring your own needles, yarn and project. 
Attendees can share tips and techniques and social-
ize with the group. Newcomers and all skill levels are 
always welcome. 

The fi ber arts group meets in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, 
call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

 “Images and Stories from Nepal”
at the Gardiner Library

 The Maya Gold Foundation is hosting a gallery 
show at the Gardiner Library for the month of Au-
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Claudia Goldstein and her daughter Julia Fetherolf seek some shade to taste their empanandas at the 
Taste of New Paltz in 2017.

Scenic helicopter rides and a vintage car show are 
new features at this year’s Taste of New Paltz

S
AVE THE DATE: The 29th annual Taste of New Paltz will be held on Sunday, September 15 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Ulster County Fairgrounds, located at 249 Libertyville Road in 
New Paltz. Taste all that the area has to off er, enjoy free activities for kids, local craft vendors 
and craft beer.   In addition, there will be scenic helicopter rides off ered this year above the 

Shawangunk Ridge, as well as a vintage car show. The event will also feature health and wellness 
practitioners and live music and live demonstrations throughout the day. Enjoy the main stage per-
formances by Yard Sale, Soul City, Blue Plate Special and the up-and-coming Laila Mach.

This is the second year for the “Best of the Taste”competition in three categories. The competition 
entails an opportunity for all attendees to vote for their favorite “taste” in each category throughout 
the day, including one ticket for each category: restaurant, food truck, winery/distillery. 

For more information or to obtain a vendor application, go to www.tasteofnewpaltz.com. Tickets 
will be on are on sale soon and cost $3 in advance and $5 at the gate. Kids 12 and under are free.

The Taste of New Paltz is the annual fundraiser for the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce. 
For more information, visit www.newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243.

gust entitled, “Images and Stories from Nepal.”
The show will feature photographs of the 2019 

youth trip to Nepal, the “Heart of Gold Adventures.” 
Sixteen New Paltz teens took part in the two-week 
trip to Nepal. The images and annotations will focus 
on the impact the trip had on the Youth Ambassa-
dors and what they learned from their experience 
in Nepal.

The exhibit will be on display for the month of Au-
gust at the Gardiner Library, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
Framed prints are available with a donation to the 
Maya Gold Foundation.

 For additional information, visit http://www.may-
agoldfoundation.org.

Creation Care for Congregations

Join Reformed Church of America ministry lead-
ers for an evening of idea sharing and information 
gathering to generate congregational and local ex-
citement around the work of caring for God’s cre-
ation on August 12 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Re-
formed Church of New Paltz, located at 92 Huguenot 
Street in New Paltz. Participants will discuss some 
challenges as well as practical next steps for living 
a “creation-aware lifestyle” personally, locally and 
globally. 

Dinner will be provided. This event is free to all 
participants. 

RSVP to Earl James at creationcare@rca.org. For 
more information, contact Jim O’Dowd at 255-4170 
or jimmyodowd@yahoo.com.

Gardiner Library special story time: 
beautiful birds

The Gardiner Library presents a special story time: 
Beautiful Birds on Thursday, August 15 from 11:30 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Join special guest Laura Conner, 
environmental educator at Minnewaska State Park 
Preserve and children’s librarian Amy Laber for a 
story time that’s for the birds, literally. Children will 
hear stories featuring birds and they’ll listen to bird 
calls, see bird nests and touch bird feathers. Then, 
with some help from their parents, each child will 
make their own binoculars that they can take home. 
The event will conclude with a short walk to look 
and listen for birds outside near the library. This 
program will take place during the normal summer 
story time for four and fi ve year olds, accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. No registration required.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, contact the Gardiner Li-
brary directly at (845) 255-1255 or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

Board of Education members 
appointed to sub-committees
for 2019-20 (corrected)

Each member of the New Paltz Central School 
District Board of Education also serves on at least 
two sub-committees throughout the year, meeting 
once a month. This year’s sub-committee appoint-
ments were announced by new board president 
Kathy Preston at the BOE’s recent regular meeting 
on July 24, and are as follows: Audit Committee: chair 
Diana Armstead, Michael O’Donnell and Bianca Tanis; 
Facilities Committee: chair Teresa Thompson, Glenn 
LaPolt and Kathy Preston; Health Advisory Commit-
tee (HAC): Sophia Skiles; BOE Representative Legisla-
tive Action Committee: chair Glenn LaPolt, Sophia 
Skiles and Bianca Tanis; Policy Committee: chair Mi-
chael O’Donnell, Kathy Preston and Teresa Thompson; 
Racial Equity Initiative Advisory Committee: Sophia 
Skiles (representative) or Diana Armstead (alternate).
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NYS Senate honors Jeopardy!
champion Francois Barcomb

A
T THE AUGUST 1 joint meeting of the New Paltz Town and Village Boards, District 42 Sena-
tor Jen Metzger presented a proclamation on behalf of the New York State Senate to “one 
of New Paltz’s superstars,” Jeopardy! Teachers’ Tournament champion Francois Barcomb. 
Metzger noted that Barcomb had taken the qualifying test to compete on the game show for 

12 years in a row and been interviewed three times before fi nally being selected. Barcomb swept his 
tournament in May, and is due to compete again this fall in the Jeopardy! Tournament of Champions.

-- Frances Marion Platt

NEW PALTZ | RECOGNITION

Pain relief
New Paltz Town/Village 
Boards endorse single-payer 
health care for New Yorkers

by Frances Marion Platt

A
T A JOINT meeting on August 1, the New 
Paltz Town and Village Boards unani-
mously approved a resolution urging pas-
sage of the New York Health Act (NYHA), 

A.4738/S.4840. First introduced in 1992 by Manhat-
tan assemblyman Richard Gottfried, the bill estab-
lishing a single-payer health care system in New 
York State has passed in the Assembly for the past 
four terms, but invariably stalled in the State Senate, 
where its primary sponsor is senator Gustavo Rivera 
of the Bronx.

Under NYHA, doctors and hospitals would be paid 
for their work by a single tax-supported fund, simi-
lar to Medicare, rather than through hundreds of in-
surance companies as under the current multi-payer 
system. Instead of the multitude of plans currently 
available, each with diff erent networks of provid-
ers and diff erent services covered, every resident, 
regardless of age, employment status or preexist-
ing conditions, is automatically enrolled in the same 
comprehensive plan. NYHA fully covers all medically 
necessary services: comprehensive outpatient and 
inpatient medical care, primary and preventive care, 
prescription drugs, laboratory tests, mental health, re-
productive health, rehabilitation, dental, vision, hear-
ing, medical supply costs and even long-term care.

Elimination of insurance paperwork, new lever-
age for bulk purchasing of pharmaceuticals and oth-
er effi  ciencies are projected to result in a net savings 
of 3.6 percent in the cost of health care statewide, 
according to a 2018 RAND Corporation study. While 
ultimately “the costs are going to depend on what’s 
negotiated between the government and the provid-
ers,” state senator Jen Metzger told the two boards, 
“the modeling is very positive. The current system is 
totally broken.”

Removing all fi nancial barriers to care, the system 
is funded through “progressive” (income-based) 
taxation, and eliminates all premiums, co-pays, de-
ductibles and out-of-network providers. All doctors 
within the state would be included in the network of 
approved providers. Employers would pay at least 
80 percent of the tax on payroll, and employees 
up to 20 percent. The RAND study estimates that a 
New Yorker with a $50,000 annual income, taxed at 
an eff ective 6.9 percent rate, would lay out $690 a 
year for health coverage, while his or her employer 
would pay $2,760; a self-employed person would 
pay $3,450 for the year.

Public hearings on the bills are currently being 
held around the state, and the collection of en-
dorsement letters from municipalities, such as New 
Paltz just approved, is part of that process. The leg-
islation’s staunchest opponents are the insurance 
industry and some unions whose members argue 
that they traded away salary increases for enhanced 
health plans as part of labor negotiations. Governor 
Andrew Cuomo has expressed general support for 
the single-payer concept, but so far not specifi cally 
committed to signing NYHA as drafted.

The State Senate is not expected to vote on S.4840 
until 2020, but the realignment of that body from 
red to blue in the 2018 elections has greatly in-
creased its chances of passage. Actual implementa-
tion “will take years. This legislation is just a frame-
work,” Metzger said. ++

Special meeting of
the New Paltz Town Board

The New Paltz Town Board has scheduled a spe-
cial meeting for the purposes of conducting inter-
views for town justice on Monday, August 12, 7 p.m. 
at the courthouse.

The Historic Preservation 
Commission of the Village of New 
Paltz to hold a special meeting

The Historic Preservation Commission of the Vil-
lage of New Paltz will hold a special meeting on Mon-
day, August 19 at 7 p.m. to consider an application 
for certifi cate of appropriateness from Huguenot 
Historical Society to install an exterior condenser 
at the Freer House, located at 98 Huguenot Street 
in the Village of New Paltz. The public hearing that 
opened on June 17 remains open for the August 19 
meeting. Personnel matters and other business will 
also be addressed.

The meeting will take place at Village Hall, located 
at 25 Plattekill Avenue in New Paltz. For more infor-
mation, please contact the commission secretary 
at hpc@villageofnewpaltz.org, or call the Village of 
New Paltz Building Department at 255-3055.

New Paltz Town Board meeting
to be held via video conference

The New Paltz Town Board meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, August 15 at 7 p.m. will be held via video 
conference at the Community Center, located at 3 
Veterans Drive in New Paltz and at the Park Coun-
ty Public Library, located at 1500 Heart Mountain 
Street in Cody, Wyoming at 5 p.m. (mountain time). 

FRAN PLATT 

Francois Barcomb (center with his daughter Maddie in front), Senator Jen Metzger and members of the 
New Paltz town and village boards.

NEW PALTZ | SCHOOL DISTRICT

New Paltz BOE solicits volunteers
to serve on Facilities and Legislative 
Action Committees 

 The New Paltz Central School District Board of 
Education is seeking interested persons to fi ll two 
vacancies on the Legislative Action Committee. The 
committee is designed to: inform, educate and advise 
the Board of Education and community concerning 
legislative issues and matters aff ecting public educa-
tion; provide the community with a practical way to 
get involved in legislative issues relating to the school 
district; advocate for the school district on the federal, 
state and local levels; review and monitor legislation to 
determine its impact on the school district; build posi-
tive relationships with legislators for the school district; 
make known the school district’s needs to our elected 
offi  cials; enlist community support for legislative is-
sues that aff ect our schools; and inform and make rec-
ommendations to the Board of Education accordingly. 
The community members would serve on the Legisla-
tive Action Committee for the term indicated below:

• Community-At-Large vacancy (one-year term 2019-
2020)

• Community-At-Large vacancy (two-year term 2019-
2021) 

The New Paltz Central School District Board of Edu-
cation is seeking one community volunteer with ex-
pertise in construction, architecture, facilities project 
management, facilities planning or related fi elds. 

The Facilities Committee assists the Board of Educa-
tion in providing oversight and support to the adminis-
tration and staff  of the district. The Facilities Commit-
tee also advises and recommends to the full Board of 
Education action pertaining to the district’s facilities. 

Interested parties are invited to send a letter and 
resume no later than August 15, 2019 indicating inter-
est in being considered for the Facilities or Legislative 
Action Committee to: Dusti Callo, District Clerk, New 
Paltz Central School District, 196 Main Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 or boe@newpaltz.k12.ny.us.\1

WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE BIGGEST BARBECUE gathering in this 
region happens every August at the Ulster 
County Fairgrounds, where the 15th an-
nual Hudson Valley RibFest will be held 

Friday through Sunday, August 16-18. The event goes 
on rain or shine, and parking is plentiful and free.

The Highland Rotary Club puts on the three-day 
event, enlisting more than 300 volunteers, with 
IHeart Media and Hannaford supermarkets the ma-
jor sponsors. RibFest proceeds enable the Rotary 
Club to support their many projects locally and pro-
mote humanitarian causes worldwide.

RibFest kicks off  at 5 p.m. Friday, August 16 with 
“$5 Friday.” Tickets off er general admission until 
the fairgrounds close at 10 p.m. Live music begins at 
5:15 p.m. with Thunder Ridge, followed by Williams 
Honor at 7:30 p.m. 

Friday evening also brings the fi rst of two “Best of 
the Fest” VIP experiences for those age 21 and over. 
The cost for Friday’s VIP event is $60, with just 100 
tickets available. VIP ticketholders receive unlim-
ited ribs, beer, wine and soda along with exclusive 
sampling from RibFest vendors and a wide variety of 
side dishes and desserts in a private tent close to the 
stage with roped-off  access. The tent opens at 5 p.m. 
with food served from 6-9 p.m. Saturday’s VIP expe-
rience costs $70, which brings an additional hour of 
food and beverage service and is also available for 
just 100 ticketholders. No children are allowed in the 
tent. Tickets are available in advance online only.

Single-day general admission to RibFest on Sat-
urday or Sunday costs $7 for adults, purchased on-

line or at the gate. Admission for kids under age 12 
is free. The cost includes entry to the festival, live 
music, kids’ activities, the demonstration tent and 
additional entertainment along with access to the 
contest area and same-day re-entry. The fairgrounds 
will open on Saturday, August 17 from 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Sunday festival hours on August 18 are 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Touch of Rhythm will kick off  Saturday’s live mu-
sic, performing from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by Mister Kick from 2-4 p.m. Spinn takes the 
stage from 5:30-7 p.m., followed by headliner Nikki 
Briar at 7:30 p.m. On Sunday, live music begins at 11 
a.m. with a short set by 14-year-old New Paltz native 
Laila Mach, who plays guitar, piano and ukulele and 
includes singing and songwriting among her talents. 
She’ll be followed by Jennie Angel from 11:45 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Kolby Oakley takes center stage at 1 p.m., 
with Jordan Stoner closing out the festival from 3-5 
p.m. The RibFest website contains detailed bios and 
information about all the performers.

Food vendors will include those off ering items 
outside the realm of barbecue, including hot dogs, 
hamburgers and fries, gourmet grilled cheese sand-
wiches, sourdough pizza, jerk chicken, Jamaican 
food and authentic Polish cuisine. Look for vendors 
off ering roasted sweet corn, pickles, ice cream and 
Italian ices -- not all in one place, of course -- and 

adults can engage in wine and spirits tastings at 
several vendors or avail themselves of the Highland 
Rotary Club’s beer tent conveniently located in the 
center of the festival, with a selection of beer and 
bottled cocktails available. IDs are checked once and 
wristbands issued for easy purchase on the second 
round. Tantillo’s Farm will have apple cider dough-
nuts and pies, as usual, and the local 4-H kids their 
“famous milkshakes.”

Barbecue vendors (as of press time) include Big 
Kev’s BBQ, Butch’s Smack Your Lips BBQ, Handsome 
Devil barbecue and Jack McDavid’s Down Home Diner. 
Each will have half and full racks of ribs available along 
with other barbecued meats and side dishes, and they 
sell bottles of their sauces and spice rubs, too.

Activities this year include the return of the me-
chanical bull (by popular demand). For kids, there 
will be craft-making and a “Family Fun Area” with 
infl atable bouncy houses.

The chef demo tent on Saturday and Sunday hosts 
all-day cooking demonstrations and tastings, includ-
ing spirits tastings with Tuthilltown Distillery. Cook-
book authors and professional chefs off er barbecue 
and grilling secrets along with a host of other culi-
nary information. The last demo in the tent on Sat-
urday begins at 7 p.m. and on Sunday at 4:30 p.m.

The marketplace area at the festival will be full of 
vendors off ering a range of items from gourmet nuts, 
fudge and candy to clothing and cutlery. A complete 
list of vendors is on the event website.

The barbecue competition
RibFest also includes a barbecue competition. Six-

ty teams of competitors set up their grills in a “vil-
lage” of sorts at the back of the fairgrounds, behind 
where the main action for visitors takes place. Hud-
son Valley RibFest is affi  liated with the Empire State 
BBQ Championship Challenge, a statewide series of 
competitive events intended to promote the love of 
barbecue. 

On Saturday, August 17, The New England Barbe-
cue Society will sponsor a grilling contest that will 
include a category based on New York State’s pre-
mier agricultural product: apples. Contestants in 
the grilled apple category must use Hudson Valley 
apples as a main ingredient in their dish, not merely 
as a garnish.

Sunday's competition, sponsored by the Kansas 
City Barbeque Society (KCBS), will be all about the 
barbecued meats: chicken, pork ribs, pork butt/
shoulder and beef brisket. Winners earn cash prizes 
and bragging rights.

The judges for the contest have all completed 
a KCBS-sanctioned rib-judging training program. 
Spots to act as judges at Hudson Valley RibFest are 
snapped up quickly each February when the word is 
put out to apply. The ribs cooked up by the competi-
tive teams are strictly for judging, not for sale to the 
public, but some of the contest teams do act as “tail-
gate vendors,” selling sauces and t-shirts or other 
BBQ-related products. Competitors are also happy 
to chat with visitors who wander back to the contest 
area. For more information about the competition, 
visit www.empirestatebbqchampionship.com.

For more information about Hudson Valley Rib-
Fest or to purchase advance tickets, visit https://
hudsonvalleyribfest.org/. ++

Barbecue, bands and 
community camaraderie
Hudson Valley RibFest returns to the Ulster County 
Fairgrounds August 16-18

LAUREN THOMAS

The Hudson Valley RibFest will be held August 16-18 at the Ulster County Fairgrounds. 
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NEW PALTZ  | MOHONK CONSULTATIONS

by Erin Quinn

F
OR MORE THAN a century, Mohonk Moun-
tain House has served as a gathering place 
for local, national and international leaders 
to focus on ways of promoting peace, envi-

ronmental protection and civil rights. Founded in 
1869 by the Smiley family, this year marks the 150th 
anniversary of the Mountain House. In honor of this 
milestone the owners have teamed up with Mohonk 
Consultations to off er a weekend-long peace confer-
ence from November 1 through 3, titled “Creating 
and Sustaining Peace.”

Mohonk Consultations’ tradition of creating 
gatherings designed to invite the exchange of ideas 
through dialogue began a hundred years ago with 
the Lake Mohonk Conferences on International Ar-
bitration between 1895 and 1916: a series of public 
dialogues credited with being one of the forces that 
gave rise to the United Nations. The beauty of the 
natural surroundings of Mountain House, perched 
upon a pristine sky lake in the bosom of the Shawan-
gunk Ridge, coupled with the Quaker tradition of in-
clusiveness has provided the perfect setting for peo-
ple of all political, religious and ethnic backgrounds 
to meet, exchange perspectives, possible solutions 
and common ground of being part of a global ecosys-
tem and wanting all life to thrive.

Although the conferences have been taking place 
for a century, the not-for-profi t volunteer group Mo-
honk Consultations was founded by third-genera-
tion family member Keith Smiley in 1980. This cre-
ated a governing, democratic mechanism whereby 
the Mohonk Consultations Board of Directors could 
work collaboratively to help gather people of diverse 
backgrounds to discuss critical issues facing the 
Hudson Valley and throughout the world, while at 
the same time inspiring grassroots solutions to these 
problems.

“We off er a conference every year,” said Brad 
Berg, the long-term chair of Mohonk Consultations 
who is now turning over his position to Martin Ir-

win, a lifelong environmentalist, local volunteer and 
member of the New Paltz Town Board. “As well as 
Environmental Distinguished Achievement Award 
and a Sunday forum,” Berg added. “But this year 
we’re teaming up with Mohonk Mountain House for 
a three-day event that will allow their guests to regis-
ter and participate and have several keynote speak-
ers, breakout sessions, networking opportunities. 
What we want to do is to allow people to become 
educated, inspired, network with one another and 
then act.”

Both Irwin and Berg enjoy volunteering with Mo-
honk Consultations because of the model it has cre-
ated over the past century. “We’ve learned that the 
Smiley family was more interested in having a place 
that people could meet and discuss issues of local 
and global concern than they were a fancy hotel,” 
said Berg. “Their tradition of bringing together dif-
ferent political, religious, education and economic 
leaders, as well as members of the media and inter-
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Marty Irwin is the new chair of Mohonk Consultations.
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national representatives, can really be traced direct-
ly to the formation of the World Court and United 
Nations. They had meetings here in an eff ort to try 
and avoid World War I. That dedication to peace-
seeking eff orts and fi nding common ground is so 
critical.”

Some of the hallmark conferences over the years 
addressed preserving family farms, community-sup-
ported agriculture models, how to control sprawl, 
protecting fresh water, crime prevention and the 
creation of an environmental hotline, as well as ad-
dressing hunger in the Hudson Valley and fi nding 
more ways to create farm-to-table channels to food 
pantries and families in need.

“For me, the greatest issue facing us today is cli-
mate change,” said Irwin, who has worked for years to 
support the Town of New Paltz Clean Water and Open 
Space Protection Commission, including its eff orts to 
create the Millbrook Preserve, as well as serving on the 
Wallkill Valley Land Trust and the Wallkill River Water-
shed Alliance. Irwin said that he is honored to serve 
as chair of Mohonk Consultations, a post that he took 
over only a few months ago. “I grew up totally engaged 
in the natural environment. I was a Boy Scout and an 
Eagle Scout, and my family was always out hiking and 
fi shing and canoeing and camping.” He said that he 
feels that people need to come together to address cli-
mate change because it impacts all life. “I care about 
clean water and clean air and having enough food and 
water for life to sustain itself.”

Berg concurred. “We are going to have to step 
out of our own lives and work on solving the great-
er problems that threaten all of our lives,” he said. 
“Some of these keynote speakers have done such in-
credible things, and we want them to show us mod-
els that work, get people talking to one another, have 
them network and then go back home to wherever 
they live and hopefully take action towards peaceful 
and sustainable change.” Although Berg is stepping 
down as chair after a seven-year stint, he remains 
on the board and has worked to bring this dynamic 
group of speakers together for the three-day peace-
seeking conference.

Irwin said that the culture of Mohonk Consulta-
tions is embodied by the Smiley’s strong Quaker tra-
dition of inclusiveness, consensus, environmental 
activism, “the recognition of the interdependence 
of all life on Earth” and volunteerism. “I decided 
to get involved with this organization because I be-
lieve so strongly in its mission. Having attended so 
many conferences and Distinguished Service Awards 
events at the Mountain House, I believe that parlor 
is sacred,” Irwin said, referring to the century-long 
tradition of dignitaries and farmers and religious 
leaders and politicians all convening in the ornate 
room to try to deescalate tensions, build peaceful re-
lationships and collaborate on ways to enhance ag-
riculture, nutrition and environmental stewardship.

Keynote speakers Philip Hellmich and Dr. Sakena 
Yacoobi will address the emerging art of science 
and peace, and the importance of educating girls 
and women in cultures that attempt to silence and 
marginalize them. Panels and breakout sessions will 
focus on the nuts and bolts of programs and methods 
that local communities can use to help foster peace 
and communication where there are divides and 
breakdowns between various factions. “If people can-
not fi gure out how to get along with each other, then 
we will not be able to solve serious problems in the 
world – and those problems are growing,” said Berg.

If people are going to come together to address 
critical issues that face our community, our culture, 
our environment, our world, there are few places 
more restorative to the soul and inspiring to the hu-
man spirit than Mohonk Mountain House. To learn 

Work proceeding in the Mohonk Preserve Foothills

M
OHONK PRESERVE IS has announced that work is proceeding on the organization’s fi rst 
new trailhead in 25 years in the Mohonk Preserve Foothills. The Preserve’s contractor, 
Trinity Construction, is now onsite and work is expected to continue through May 2020 
on the Testimonial Gateway Trailhead, which will include off -road parking, an entry 

booth, kiosks, restrooms, electric vehicle charging stations, landscaping and signage.
Intermittent resurfacing work is also commencing on the Lenape Lane Carriage Road from the 

Testimonial Gateway Tower to the Lenape Lane Bridge. Stabilization work on the Testimonial Gate-
way Tower will also be resuming soon, including work on the roof, windows and selected masonry 
by contractor Yankee Construction.

As an active work site, the Testimonial Gateway Tower area is now closed from Route 299 and 
Gate House Road to the beginning of the Pin Oak Allee and construction fencing and fl agging are in 
place. No unauthorized access is permitted. Intermittent closures may also occur along Lenape Lane 
Carriage Road during resurfacing.

Mohonk Preserve reminds visitors to avoid all active work areas, construction vehicles and equip-
ment and respect all posted closures.

For more information on the Mohonk Preserve Foothills project, visit  https://www.mohonkpre-
serve.org/what-we-do/land-protection/mohonk-preserve-foothills.html.

NEW PALTZ | PLACE

LAUREN THOMAS

The Testimonial Gateway Tower.

more about the upcoming conference or about 
Mohonk Consultations and its mission and board 

members, or how to register and get engaged, go to 
https://mohonk-consultations.org. ++
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by Frances Marion Platt

O
N SEPTEMBER 2, 1989, after several years 
of migrating among various locations, 
including the Middle School and the St. 
Joseph’s Church basement, the New Paltz 

Youth Program found a permanent home at 220 
Main Street. That makes this summer the 30th an-
niversary for the current Youth Center, sometimes 
known as the Teen Seen. Program director Jim 
Tinger has been around for the last 25 of those years, 
and he has been busy since the school year ended 
organizing various ways of celebrating the commu-
nity organization’s big milestone.

“We’ve been doing fundraisers, such as car wash-
es, and having more trips over the summer than 
usual,” Tinger reports. “We’re having a bunch of 
diff erent events to honor the 30th year. You know 
we sponsor an ongoing series of movies down at the 
Water Street Market, but this Monday, we’re show-
ing The Simpsons Movie. It’s the 30th anniversary of 
The Simpsons this year as well, so we thought that 
was appropriate.”

That screening will be over by the time this issue 
hits the newsstands, but the big culminating event 
is yet to come: This Saturday, August 10 from 2 to 
7 p.m., the New Paltz Youth Program 30th Birthday 
Party will take place at the Youth Center. “It’s free, 
and it’s open to everybody. Anybody can come,” 
says Tinger. Many former employees, interns and 
volunteers are expected to show up, as well as many 
former youths who have taken advantage of the Cen-
ter’s program off erings over the decades.

Some of these special guests are expected to off er 
themselves up for a public drenching in a dunk tank, 
according to Tinger: “Certainly I’ll be there.” But 
what about the potential victims whom many peo-
ple consider most heartily deserving of such soggy 
humiliation, local politicos? Tinger isn’t promising 

anything. “We’ll see if we can get Neil [Bettez, New 
Paltz town supervisor] to show up for that one. It’s 
kind of a hard sell.” Dignitaries dropping by to off er 
their congratulations to the organization would be 
well-advised to bring a towel, however.

Besides the dunking booth, attractions at the 
Birthday Party will include organized games for the 
whole family, a bounce house for little ones and mu-
sic provided by a deejay going by the handle of DJ 
Jay Smooth, whose secret identity is Johnny Coxum. 
“He’s an offi  cer on campus,” says Tinger. “He does 
a lot on the side.” There will also be a huge free 
barbecue, featuring “tons of food donated by local 
businesses.” Inside the Center, Tinger is hanging a 
gallery display of photo collages of program users, 
staff  and volunteers going all the way back to 1994. 
Alumni should have fun fi nding pictures of them-
selves and people they knew in their teen and tween 
years.

One disappointment for Tinger is the fact that the 
new van that the Center has ordered for fi eld trips, 
and paid for by a combination of developer fees to 
the town, donations and fundraising events over the 
past year or more, will not be ready in time to put on 
display at this event. The vehicle is not scheduled to 
be delivered until the end of August.

But that’s just a minor glitch, he notes. “Around 
4:30 [p.m.] we’re going to have cake and a toast” – 
non-alcoholic, of course. “There will be a little cer-
emony… It should be a good party.”

Refl ecting back on the Youth Program’s three-
decade history, Tinger notes that program off erings 
have come a very long way, thanks in part to con-
sistent support from the Town of New Paltz under 
many diff erent administrations. “When I started, 
there wasn’t any educational component, there 
wasn’t any weekend program. So I started the tutor-
ing and the GAMES program. Kids were getting in 
trouble because they were bored. We needed to of-

fer programming on nights and weekends: the cru-
cial times when they’re most at risk.”

Nowadays, the Youth Center supplies “more tutor-
ing than any other school district in New York State,” 
with volunteer tutors – mostly interns and work/
study students from SUNY New Paltz – participat-
ing in 60 classes a day at the Middle School during 
the spring semester, 30 to 40 in the fall. The long-
running Saturday night GAMES program has been 
on hiatus since the Middle School renovation project 
began, but it will resume its 7-to-10 p.m. hours at Le-
nape Elementary School this September.

A “really successful” new program that was pi-
loted at the High School last fall, called Cafeteria 
Alternative for Everyone (CAFE), will be back this 
September during the Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday lunch blocks. Geared toward students who 
aren’t comfortable with the “drama” that character-
izes the regular cafeteria environment, CAFE off ers 
casual drop-in spaces in the small gym and a for-
mer guidance offi  ce where high school students can 
play basketball, play games or musical instruments, 
get counseling, do homework or simply hang out. 
Tinger says that 50 to 75 students per day were tak-
ing advantage of the program during the parts of the 
2018/19 school year that it was in operation. Now it’s 
offi  cial, with a contract signed between the Youth 
Program and the school district, and will be off ered 
throughout the school year.

To learn more about the New Paltz Youth Pro-
gram, call (845) 255-5140 or e-mail newpaltzyp@
gmail.com. For more details on the Birthday Party, 
including updates on where to park (as of press-
time, at the Middle School), visit www.facebook.
com/events/new-paltz-youth-center/the-npyps-30th-
birthday-party/393865441245688. To RSVP, visit 
www.eventbrite.com/e/the-npyps-30th-birthday-
party-tickets-65187566767. ++

NEW PALTZ  | YOUTH PROGRAM

LAUREN THOMAS

The New Paltz Youth Program is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year and they have a big party scheduled for August 10.

Celebrating youth
New Paltz Youth Center hosts free 30th Birthday Party this Saturday
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REGION  | IMMIGRANTS

by Jesse J. Smith

I
T’S AN INCREASINGLY common sight 
on social media. Warnings appear 
about a law enforcement sweep, pho-
tos are posted of the enforcers’ un-

marked vehicles. More photos show men 
in bulletproof vests peering into windows.

For most Kingstonians, the posts don’t 
really mean much as the agents aren’t look-
ing for them. But for many in the city’s 
growing immigrant community, warn-
ings of raids by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement are a deadly serious matter. 
While it’s unclear whether ICE is actually in-
creasing its eff orts to detain and deport un-
documented residents, harsh rhetoric and 
promises of even harsher treatment by 
President Donald J. Trump have prompt-
ed new eff orts by grassroots groups and 
local governments to thwart federal immi-
gration enforcement.

“ICE has always been in and out of Kingston but 
in the past it was mostly outside of probation offi  c-
es, courts, government offi  ces,” said Diana Lopez, 
a community organizer for immigration advocacy 
group Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson. “But now it’s to 
the point where they’re knocking on doors. It’s ter-
rifying.”

Earlier this month, ICE agents visited several loca-
tions in Midtown Kingston, apparently seeking out 
individuals wanted for deportation. (A spokeswom-
an for New York’s ICE offi  ce did not return an email 
and several calls seeking comment). It’s unclear if 
the enforcement action was part of a nationwide 
crackdown targeting some 2,000 undocumented 
immigrants subject to removal orders, mostly based 
on criminal convictions. Trump’s recent tweets 
about the threatened large-scale enforcement action 
sent a wave of fear through local immigrant com-
munities, in part because of ICE’s policy of “collat-
eral apprehension.” This allows agents to detain any 
undocumented immigrants they come across in the 
course of their duties, whether or not they are on the 
target list. Lopez said that fear was palpable in Mid-
town Kingston. “You look at Broadway and normally 
there’s a lot of people there,” said Lopez of the day 
of the ICE action. “But it was a ghost town.”

Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson off ers a range of ser-
vices for undocumented immigrants facing stepped-
up enforcement by ICE. Lopez said the group fi elds 
phone calls from area residents seeking information 
about ICE activity, arranges rides for people who 
are worried about walking to work and helps set up 
guardianship arrangements for the American-born 
children of people threatened with deportation. The 
group also helps educate immigrants about their 
rights when dealing with ICE offi  cials. (Courts have 
long held that undocumented immigrants have the 
same due process rights as other Americans).

Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson has also worked to 
prevent the kind of mass panic that can occur when 
unfounded rumors of ICE activity circulate on so-
cial media. The group encourages reports of ICE 
presence, but only if verifi ed by a reliable fi rst-hand 
source. 

Guatemalan chaos
Recently, the group’s eff orts have been compli-

cated by a fl ood of new arrivals fl eeing near total 
economic and social collapse in Guatemala. The 
newcomers, who, Lopez said, have been arriving in 
Kingston in increasing numbers over the past year, 
come from the central highlands of the country and 
speak K’iche’. The language, which derives from an-
cient Mayan, is divided into 20 diff erent dialects, not 
all of which are mutually intelligible.

“We’re trying but it has been very diffi  cult because 
many of them don’t speak Spanish or English,” said 
Lopez of eff orts to assist the K’iche’ speakers. “And 
there’s just not a lot of people we know who can 
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Demonstrators at a vigil at Kingston’s City Hall last month hold up a sign. 

serve as interpreters.”
While Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson off ers advo-

cacy services for the undocumented, the Immigrant 
Defense Network of Ulster County takes a more di-
rect approach. The group, organized in 2017, has 
developed a network of volunteers and a protocol 
to respond whenever ICE seeks to detain a person. 
Woodstock resident Nic Abramson, co-leader of the 
group, said the eff ort relies on a network of 54 volun-
teers linked via a group text. Whenever the network 
is advised of ICE activity at a specifi c location, teams 
are dispatched there in an eff ort to lawfully prevent 
the detention of the targeted person.

“Our goal is to be there as witnesses both to sup-
port the family involved and to make sure that their 
rights are respected and that it is a legal ICE encoun-
ter,” said Abramson.

The network’s response protocol includes assess-
ing the situation and making contact with the family 
by getting to their front door, if possible, or by phone 
if not. The responders will advise family members 
not to open the door or talk to ICE agents unless 
they have a warrant signed by a judge. (Many ICE ac-
tions are carried out using administrative warrants 
that critics argue do not have the force of law). Other 
team members will try to speak to ICE agents to de-
termine the circumstances of the enforcement ac-
tion and identify any potential legal issues involved. 
The response team also includes a videographer and 
one of two attorneys with expertise in immigration 
matters who have signed on to the eff ort.

In the event the targeted person is taken into cus-
tody, the network will help family members left be-
hind, for example, by connecting children with pre-
arranged guardians. Abramson said the group was 
trained to operate within the bounds of the law and 
not to obstruct ICE agents’ lawful activity.

“We don’t interfere with ICE,” said Abramson. 
“We are not, at this point, putting our people at 
risk.”

Local governments’ resistance
Along with nonprofi t groups, local governments 

have signed on to eff orts to protect residents threat-
ened by ICE actions. In 2017, Kingston offi  cially ad-
opted a policy barring city employees, including 
police from providing information or otherwise 
assisting ICE. Last month, following revelations of 
squalid conditions at children’s detention facilities 
maintained by the department of Customs and Bor-
der Protection and escalating threats from Trump 
of a large scale sweep by ICE, County Executive Pat 
Ryan signed an executive order barring county em-
ployees from collecting information about residents’ 
immigration status or otherwise assisting immigra-
tion authorities.

Proponents of the non-cooperation policies ar-
gue that local law enforcement has no duty to as-
sist federal offi  cials in enforcing laws against ac-

tions, like overstaying a visa, that are 
not crimes under New York penal law. 
Others, including Ulster County Sheriff  
Juan Figueroa, say that ICE’s reliance on 
administrative warrants, as opposed to 
court orders, casts doubt on the consti-
tutionality of cooperation by local cops. 
(Both the city and county non-cooper-
ation policies contain exceptions when 
ICE agents provide a warrant or court 
order signed by a judge.)

“These orders are about due process 
and protecting the rights of people who 
are arrested or detained. Everybody has 
the right to go before a judge and jury,” 
said Figueroa in a statement regarding 
the executive order. “I am a big sup-
porter of the Constitution, and I repre-
sent the people of this county, not the 
interests of our federal immigration of-
fi cials.”

Kingston Police Chief Egidio Tinti said 
city police had adopted a hands-off  attitude about 
immigration for as long as he had been in law en-
forcement. ICE agents, he said, operate completely 
independently of local law enforcement and do not 
let local cops know when they plan to be in town. 
City police, meanwhile, will take no action to either 
help or hinder ICE. Tinti said offi  cers on patrol who 
spot ICE activity are expected to report it, simply to 
avoid potentially hazardous situations when fellow 
offi  cers come across armed agents in plainclothes. 

“Our policy has always been that we do our lo-
cal law enforcement stuff  and the government does 
what they do,” Tinti said.

When ICE showed up in Kingston earlier this 
month, however, the city went beyond non-cooper-
ation and took steps to warn residents about their 
presence. The warning, which was accompanied 
by information advising people of their rights, was 
posted to the city’s offi  cial social media platforms 
once immigration advocates confi rmed ICE was in 
fact operating in Kingston.

Mayor Steve Noble personally authorized the post. 
Noble said the city would do everything legally pos-
sible to protect the rights of Kingston residents, re-
gardless of immigration status.

“It’s diffi  cult when we have a federal law enforce-
ment agency that still has the power to come into 
our community and harass citizens who live here,” 
said Noble. “They know they’re not welcome, but I 
don’t think there’s any way we can legally keep them 
out.”

What is ICE actually up to?
Despite the declarations of non-cooperation and 

the rise of advocacy groups like Nobody Leaves Mid-
Hudson, it’s unclear whether ICE is actually increas-
ing their activity. Nationwide, the number of undoc-
umented immigrants ticked up to 256,000 last year 
compared to 235,000 in 2015. But those numbers re-
main far below the record of 409,000 deportations 
in 2012 as then-President Obama initiated a crack-
down in an ultimately unsuccessful eff ort to win Re-
publican support for an immigration reform bill.

In a recent article in The New York Times, current 
and former offi  cials in the Department of Homeland 
Security, which includes ICE, described Trump’s 
growing frustration with the agency’s inability to 
carry out the mass roundups and deportation on 
undocumented immigrants that he promised in his 
2016 campaign.

That inability is largely a function of resources — 
ICE and immigration courts simply lack the capacity 
to detain and process more than a tiny fraction of 
the estimated 11 million undocumented immigrants 
in the country.

“I would say it’s more of a perceived threat,” said 
Abramson. “We are certainly attuned to changes in 
policy, but we haven’t seen a huge increase in ICE 
activity in Ulster County.” ++

Ulster against ICE
Local groups and governments strive to help immigrants avoid falling into feds’ clutches
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Confederate Flag controversy looms 
over Ulster County Fair opening

Anyone expecting a typical opening day of the 
Ulster County Fair must not have been reading the 
news last week. The controversy over the cancella-
tion of a performance by the country/southern rock 
group Confederate Railroad, and renewed attention 
to the public display of symbols of the Confederate 
Flag, carried over into the fair’s fi rst day and night.

First, as the Daily Freeman reported, some ven-
dors were selling items with symbols of the Con-
federacy despite a 2015 ban. By day two of the fair, 
those items were reportedly nowhere to be seen.

Next, the opening night entertainment, the local 
band 90 Proof, made a statement on stage in sup-
port of the group Confederate Railroad and critical 
of the cancellation by the fair’s management, which 
came at the urging of Ulster County Executive Pat 
Ryan, who called the Confederate Flag a “symbol of 
division and racism.” (Aside from the band’s name, 
its logo also includes two Confederate battle fl ags.)

Singer Raymond Minew, donning a shirt with 
a Confederate Railroad logo on the front and the 
words “90 PROOF SUPPORTS CONFEDERATE RAIL-
ROAD” on the back, said:

“In this great country we live in, we all have the 
right and the honor to have our own opinions and 
our own beliefs, and it is my opinion, and the rest 
of us [gesturing toward the group], that cancelling 
Confederate Railroad was the wrong decision. But it 
was not the fair’s fault. So to all you haters out there, 
and all you politicians who think you can tell us what 
to do, we got one thing to say to you, you can kiss my 
country ass!”

The band launched into the song bearing the 
name of those last four words by Blake Shelton and 
later performed Confederate Railroad’s biggest hit, 
“Trashy Women.”

Jewish Congregations gather
on behalf of immigrants

 On Tisha B’Av, the saddest day of the Jewish cal-
endar, Jews mourn the destruction of the fi rst and 
second temples and consider the fate of refugees in 
the wake of those catastrophic events. This year, on 
Tisha B’Av on Saturday, August 10, from 7:30-8:30 
p.m. at the Old Dutch Church, 272 Wall Street, Kings-
ton, members of four local Jewish communities will 
come together with members of area churches and 
other faith groups to commemorate the plight of our 
immigrant neighbors and friends. 

Members of the Woodstock Jewish Congregation, 
Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley, the 
Jewish Congregation of New Paltz and Kol Hai will 
assemble to combine traditional readings from the 
Book of Lamentations with stories and quotations 
from immigrants and asylum-seekers in Ulster Coun-
ty and those currently suff ering in the detention 
camps at our borders. The event is co-sponsored by 
the Ulster Immigrant Defense Network and T’ruah: 
The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Sheriff  withholds suspects’ names

Under a new policy implemented by Ulster Coun-
ty sheriff  Juan Figueroa, the department will no lon-
ger post the names of people arrested for less seri-
ous crimes on their Facebook page and other social 
media platforms. The sheriff ’s offi  ce announced the 
new policy on July 29.

Instead of including the names of those arrested, 
posts announcing arrests will simply provide age, 
gender and details of the incident. Figueroa said 
that the policy would apply to less serious, mostly 
non-felony crimes. The offi  ce will include suspect’s 
names in press releases distributed directly to news 
organizations and upon request from reporters. 
Figueroa said that the agency would continue to 
post names on social media in cases where suspects 

remained at large or when it was otherwise deemed 
necessary to protect public safety. “This is really the 
press’ responsibility,” said Figueroa. “And we are 
not the press.”

Figueroa noted that people arrested are consid-
ered innocent until proven guilty in court. He hoped 
that the new policy would help build trust between 
the department and the community.

 -- Jesse J. Smith

Cops cuff  dump owner

The owner and operator of several controversial 
construction and demolition dumps in Saugerties 
which the town and the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation have being trying to close 
for months has been arrested and charged with il-
legal dumping, Saugerties town police said.

According to police, on August 2 offi  cers spotted 
“a number” of tractor-trailers dumping materials at 
6 a.m. Friday morning on Joe Karolys’ 1446 Route 
212 property. Offi  cers then stopped the vehicles 
and confi rmed with the drivers that the materials 
dumped had been transported up from New York 
City. The town building department issued the three 
violations against Karolys that afternoon.

The town, driven by concerns voiced by neighbors 
about noise caused by truck traffi  c in and out of the 
four sites and about the possibility of harmful chem-
icals getting into surrounding well water, has been 
trying to halt the operations in court, but are waiting 
for a ruling from the state Supreme Court. The DEC 
says the operation has been in violation of its dump-
ing rules since 2016. Town offi  cials also say Karolys’ 
dumps are breaking the townwide anti-dumping law 
as well. Samples taken by the DEC in May after the 
agency got a court order to go onto the dumpsites re-
sulted last month in the agency ordering Karolys to 
“immediately begin removing all solid waste” from 
his sites. The agency spelled out 39 total violations of 
state clean-water and solid-waste disposal laws.

Police said he was released pending an August 22 
appearance in town court. As of August 6, town su-
pervisor Fred Costello Jr. said trucks were still com-
ing into the dumpsites.

Ulster Savings grant

Breast Cancer Options, Inc. has been awarded 
a $2000 grant from the Ulster Savings Charitable 
Foundation for Camp Lightheart, a free sleepaway 
camp for children who have a mother with breast 
cancer or have lost their parent to the disease. Breast 
cancer patients, their families, and especially their 
children need support and there are few resources 
dedicated to them. Breast Cancer Options (BCO) 
started Camp Lightheart in 2007 to help fi ll this void 
and is still one of the only, if not the only, services for 
children in this situation.

BCO is a non-profi t organization providing free 
breast cancer support, education, and advocacy ser-
vices in the Hudson Valley. Its service area includes 
Ulster, Greene, Columbia, Dutchess, Orange and Sul-
livan counties.

For information about Breast Cancer Options, visit 
www.breastcanceroptions.org.

Veterans stand-down Friday

Ulster County executive Pat Ryan announced a vet-

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM
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erans’ stand-down this Friday, August 9 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The event will take place rain or shine at 
Cantine Veterans Memorial Complex in Saugerties.

More than 30 service providers will be on hand to 
acquaint veterans with services and benefi ts, with a 
particular focus on homeless veteran intervention 
and prevention. Federal, state and county agencies 
will be on hand to assist veterans and their families, 
particularly concerning benefi ts and accredited ser-
vice offi  cer topics.

The event is open to any veteran or veteran family 
member. Lunch and beverages will be available free 
of charge, as well as military surplus goods for vet-
erans only. Veterans must provide proof of military 
service at the event registration. Veterans needing 
transportation assistance may call 340-3190 to make 
space-available arrangements.

Fire-engine muster Saturday

The Volunteer Firemen’s Hall and Museum of 
Kingston will hold its antique fi re-engine Muster this 
Saturday, August 10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the mu-
seum on Fair Street in Kingston. There will be a si-
lent auction with baskets containing donations from 
local merchants, a bucket brigade for children and 
adults, and a raffl  e.

The silent auction will be open for bidding from 
10 a.m. until 3 p.m. with the announcement of the 
winning bidders starting at 3 p.m. The closing pa-
rade will start at 4 p.m. and proceed to the Spring 
Lake Fire Department for a reception for the par-
ticipants. People and organizations with vintage fi re 
apparatus who would like to participate should call 
Bill Knowles at 443-3905 or email vfmuseumofkings-
ton@gmail.com.

KHS graduation rate 

Kingston schools superintendent Paul Padalino 
recently reviewed tentative graduation rates for the 
2018-19 school year, with the stipulation that they 
are likely to change at the end of the summer school 
period. The 81.5 percent overall graduation rate rep-
resents a slight increase over the 2017-18 rate of 80.7 
percent.

The KHS graduation rate was 68.6 percent in June 
of 2012. The following year, it was 74.9 percent, and 
the year after 77.4 percent. In 2015 it reached 82.45 
percent, and has hovered around that fi gure ever 
since.

“This is where it gets really hard, when you’re in 

that 83 to 85 percent,” Padalino said. “Not that it’s 
easy, 60 to 80 percent, don’t get me wrong. But 60 
to 80 [percent], there’s a lot of diff erent strategies 
you can look at. That 80 to 85 or that 85 to 90, that’s 
where we really have to dig in …. I always compare it 
to dieting. Those fi rst ten pounds more easily come 
off , but those last fi ve are harder to get.”

2019 annual business recognition 
award nominations

The New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce is  
now accepting nominations for its 2019 annual busi-
ness recognition award ceremony, which will take 
place this year on November 14 from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
Novella’s on Terwilliger Lane in New Paltz. There 
will be a buff et dinner from 6 to 7 p.m., including 
dessert, with the awards ceremony to follow.

Last year, the recipients were awarded in three 
diff erent categories -- Excellence in Business, Com-
mitment to the Community and Entrepreneur of the 
Year. This year, the Chamber will be selecting a re-
cipient to receive the Lifetime Achievement Award 
and for the fi rst time an Emerging Young Leader 
Award. Ideal candidates for the Lifetime Award 

You’re invited to a Party!  to celebrate all the wonderful volunteers in 
our community both current and retired  Saturday, August 17, 2019.

Come out and break bread with some of the best people in the community, our volunteers. 

WOODSTOCK IS THE ONLY TOWN IN AMERICA THAT CELEBRATES ITS VOLUNTEERS LIKE THIS. 

To support Volunteers Day – A Day of Gratitude mail checks to WAiV P.O. Box 1291, Woodstock, NY 12498

Website:   www.volunteersday.org   To help with the event:  info@volunteersday.org 

Music, Food, Fun for kids, 

Fireworks

Entertainment Featuring 

The Cupcakes, also

The beBhakti Band, 

Pops and the Weasels 

The Woodstock 

Guitar Festival

Lunch served 

at 2:00 pm

Music from 2:00 PM 

and all afternoon
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window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner
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will be chosen for displaying certain criteria, such 
as long-term business success, strong community 
involvement and more. As for the Emerging Young 
Leader Award, this award recognizes an individual 
under the age of 40, that demonstrates leadership 
qualities and a commitment to bettering the New 
Paltz Region. 

Nomination forms are available at www.newpaltz-
chamber.org. Be sure to submit your nominations 
following each requirement: 

• Open ONLY to members of the New Paltz Region-
al Chamber of Commerce 

• Submitted by any business or person in the com-
munity

• Incomplete nomination forms will be disquali-
fi ed 

Please get your nomination forms to the New Paltz 
Regional Chamber of Commerce by Friday, August 
16.

Please submit the nomination form with addition-
al information to: New Paltz Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, 257 Main Street New Paltz, NY 12561; by 
fax (845) 255-5189; or email info@newpaltzchamber.
org 

For more information and online registration, go 
to newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243.  
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Hail to the chief
(Continued from page 1) 

Paltz, but for the fi rst few months.

Snyder’s younger days
When he fi nally got to the academy run by the 

Kingston police, young Snyder had to sell his car 
to help pay the $300 tuition. The canceled check is 
framed in his offi  ce. Today, rookie offi  cers have to 
fork over $4,500 to SUNY Ulster for their education, 
but they also receive college credit. He entered a law 
enforcement community where reports and tickets 
were written in pen (“Your hand would get tired if 
you had to write a lot of them,” he remembered), fi n-
gerprints were taken with black pads of ink and mug 
shots were taken with polaroid cameras and taped 
to index cards. He leaves a department where cita-
tions are generated with a button, police cars have 
computers for writing reports and both mug shots 
and fi ngerprints are entirely digital. His fi rst New 
Paltz uniform was brown, rather than the blackish-
blue worn today. Police offi  cers don’t actually wear 
badges any longer, either: the insignia is embroi-
dered on because metal badges can cause injury in a 
scuffl  e and may also reveal an offi  cer’s position as it’s 
refl ective. The police hats, in those days, were stet-
sons rather than the baseball-style caps worn most 
commonly now. The cars had AM radios and manual 
windows, and offi  cers were separate from suspects 
with a metal cage. Today’s cars have a solid plastic 
barrier which prevents spitting and minimizes ver-
bal abuse, and the back seat is hard plastic, which 
can be easily hosed off .

Snyder lived in New Paltz from the time he was 14, 
and he was hired as a part-time offi  cer in his then-
hometown on April 15, 1988, by Chief Dennis Zap-
pone. He secured a full-time position in November 
of that year and worked as a patrol offi  cer until May 
1, 1995, when he was promoted to detective. Even 
today, the number of leadership positions in the 
New Paltz police department is small, but a quarter 
of a century ago there was just one detective on the 
force. Robert Murphy, who was chief at the time, 
successfully lobbied for a second detective position, 
and Snyder was promoted into that slot. Some fi ve 
years later he became a road sergeant, and then 
made detective-sergeant the year after that. Chief 
Ray Zappone, brother to Dennis who hired Snyder 
in New Paltz, promoted him to lieutenant in January 
of 2003. When that Zappone retired nearly six years 

later, town offi  cials made Snyder chief of police. 
With eleven years in the top job, Snyder said that 
he’s been chief four years longer than anyone else -- 
at least since the village department was dissolved in 
the 1970s. He didn’t have records going back further.

“It’s amazing how fast it went,” Snyder said in 
his South Putt Corners offi  ce, where the walls are 
adorned with memorabilia such as an historical col-
lection of New Paltz police offi  cer hats. “It seems like 
I started in Walden yesterday.” His long-held retire-
ment plan was to grow his hair long again, and pos-
sibly even add a beard, but time has caught up with 
him. “I don’t have much hair, and my beard’s grey,” 
he said with a laugh.

Reasons for leaving
Counting his time as second in command, Sny-

der’s been setting the tone for New Paltz offi  cers 
since this year’s high school graduates have been 
alive. He feels that this is the right time to exit the 
stage because he sees the department as “well-liked” 
and recognizes that the current period of harmony 
between town and village boards is historically rare 
and remarkably good for the community. His succes-
sor will oversee a move to a new headquarters, as-
suming that no one forces a vote to try to prevent the 
purchase of 59 North Putt Corners Road, the ware-
house slated to house police and court functions.

To his as-yet-unnamed successor, the chief has 
some advice about that move. “Preparation and 
planning, from the phones and computers to every 
last chair. You have to be able not to skip a beat when 
you move.” When the police left their Plattekill Av-
enue space, one group of offi  cers and dispatchers 

wrapped up over there while the next shift started 
duty on Putt Corners Road. “It was very smooth, and 
that means hard work,” he said. Most of the work 
was done by the offi  cers in their own free time. No 
moving company was hired: Snyder brought his 
trailer, and many others their trucks, which they 
loaded with all the equipment and furniture they 
needed. They even built the sign which is out front 
and mounted it in the ground.

As he’s not leaving the job until next April, Snyder 
will be involved in the planning, but intends only 
to weigh in with his experience as needed. “I don’t 
have to work there,” he said, and thus he doesn’t 
plan on imposing his opinion on those who will.

Snyder has a gift for empathetic listening, which 
set him apart during his years as a detective. He re-
calls that the district attorney “was amazed at the 
confessions I got” by treating people with respect 
and making it clear that he understood that “people 
make mistakes.” While he believes that there are 
bad people in the world, in his view most lawbreak-
ers are more likely guilty of bad judgment than bad 
intent. Assume a good person is guilty until proven 
innocent will cause that person to “shut down” and 
possibly start them down a criminal path. “Bad 
people are not easy to change,” he said, “but good 
people, if treated well, will change.” He began pro-
mulgating that philosophy as chief, carefully hiring 

new offi  cers based on their temperament and train-
ing his sergeants to reinforce his approach to law en-
forcement. “Today’s policing needs to be open and 
friendly to the community,” he explained, “but not 
every offi  cer is like that.”

This past year has put the chief’s listening skills 
to the test. When Ellenville resident Paul Echols as-
serted that he’d been physically abused by New Paltz 
offi  cers, Snyder listened to a lot of angry residents in 
public and private meetings alike. At one point he spent 
seven hours with members of Concerned Parents of 
New Paltz hashing out that incident at the Plaza Diner. 
Police commissioners found no wrongdoing by any of-
fi cer, and Echols was cleared in a jury trial of the most 
serious charges, but it’s possible the next chief will still 
be dealing with ramifi cations from that incident.

The hiring practices which focus on an even-
keeled temperament have had an unintended conse-
quence: New Paltz has the most diverse police force 
for a community this size in the entire state. “I’m 
proud of that,” Snyder said, and he says it comes 
simply from “picking the best employee available 
at the time.” When he started his career, if a female 
suspect needed to be searched, then it might require 
getting an offi  cer from another town to do it. Now, 
there’s a woman on nearly every shift. Snyder found 
that as women and people of color have been hired 
in New Paltz, more of them have applied, meaning 
that “there’s more to pick from,” which is quite im-
portant since he’s competing against municipalities 
where the starting pay is much higher. The chief has 
said in the past that it’s diffi  cult to hire part-timers in 
general, but they are important to control costs by 
eliminating the need for overtime.

Police do get the largest percentage of town taxes, 
but Snyder points out that the main diff erence is the 
fact that he has employees working every hour of ev-
ery day. “If the highway department was on a 24/7 
schedule, it would cost just as much,” he said. Never-
theless, he is cost-conscious, and it’s from that need 
that one of his biggest regrets is spawned: there’s rarely 
enough people on a shift for any to use the all-terrain 
vehicles and bicycles for patrols. “We work with the 
minimum to get the job done,” and that means setting 
some tools aside much of the time.

Other changes will be coming as New Paltz resi-
dents labor to do what they can to control green-
house gases. The fi rst hybrid patrol car will be pur-
chased soon; there were initial hopes to make the 
next cruiser fully electric but the technology doesn’t 
yet support that goal. Police cars, with all their elec-
tronic equipment, draw a large amount of power. 
That’s why offi  cers can be seen in cars left idling as 
they write reports, and it’s why Snyder thinks any 
anti-idling policy considered by town council mem-
bers will have to exempt those cars.

In some ways, policing hasn’t changed at all. Sny-
der sees the same types of calls, with drug issues 
continuing to be among the most pernicious. Thanks 
to modern technology and interdepartmental coop-
eration it’s now easier to track and curtail chronic 
domestic violence issues, and now “good samaritan” 
laws are in place to protect anyone calling in an opi-
ate overdose from being arrested. Laws that prevent 
loss of life are a-ok in Snyder’s book. Traffi  c injuries 
and fatalities are among the most haunting things 
he’s had to deal with, and he’s glad that the conve-
nience of services like Uber and Lyft at least seem to 
reduce alcohol-related crashes.

Serving in New Paltz, a community full of diverse 
opinions and lively debate has been an honor, he 
said. “It’s been a fantastic ride through this career,” 
he added. Even though he eventually did buy a 
house in Wallkill, “I’ve been here every day of my 
life.” He sees this as the best time to leave because 
the community itself seems to be at a high point, 
with relatively little controversy and almost no polit-
ical rancor among town and village elected offi  cials.

What’s next
As for what’s next, Snyder just fi nished up an 

MBA but he has no particular plans to use it quite 
yet. He wants to fi nish up projects around the house 
and spend a lot more time with his sons, trying as 
best he can to make up for lost nights and weekends 
when they were younger. There’s also his boat, and 
he wouldn’t mind spending more time playing golf. 
Even after he’s mustered out, though, some things 
are not likely to change: “If I see a car broken down 
by the side of the road, I’m going to stop to help. A 
helper is always a helper.” ++

 “Bad people are not easy to 

change,” Joseph Snyder said, 

“but good people, if treated well, 

will change.”

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com
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AKIMBO
IS BACK!

Akimbo theatre classes for girls 
Pre-Teen (4th – 6th grades)

Fridays Sept. 13th – Oct. 18th • 4:30-6pm
$150 (Limited Scholarship Available)

Taught by Hannah Fox and Kristen Masson-Diedhiou.
For more info and registration, call Kristen at 845-663-8400 

or email Hannah at: hannahkfox@gmail.com
ROOST STUDIOS • 69 Main St., New Paltz
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Senior outings

T
HE NEW PALTZ Community Center recently held its annual picnic for seniors. The event is 
usually held in the pavilion at the Field of Dreams, but was moved to the New Paltz Com-
munity Center due to inclement weather. The BBQ was prepared by Willie Dixon and crew. 
Two weeks ago,  a group of seniors enjoyed an outdoor concert performed by the Big Band 

Sound at Vanderbilt Mansion. 
Future events for seniors will be noted in upcoming editions of the New Paltz Times. 

NEW PALTZ | SENIORS

Seniors enjoying  a BBQ meal at the New Paltz 
Community Center.

A group of seniors enjoying an outdoor concert at 
Vanderbilt Mansion. 

Second childhood
(Continued from page 1) 

who has taken the lead on researching the recon-
struction project over the past several years, Dennis 
Young, was voted off  the Village Board. He remains 
involved with the eff ort, however, and has created a 
dedicated Facebook account at www.facebook.com/
pages/category/playground/hasbrouck-park-play-
ground-652041898598914 to provide updates on the 
organization of the rebuild. “Dennis began this while 
he was on the board, but I do not believe that anyone 
(except for Bleu [Terwilliger]) understood what an 
enormous undertaking this is,” Basco wrote in an e-
mail to the core group of volunteers organizing the 
project. She has off ered to serve as a “behind-the-
scenes” project manager until other volunteers step 
up.

A design fi rm called Playgrounds by Leathers was 
engaged by the Village to draw up plans for the reno-
vation. While incorporating many of the same play 
features and “castle” silhouette that characterized 
the original playground built in 1996, and slated to 

occupy essentially the same footprint, the new de-
sign will substitute structural plastic lumber for the 
original pressure-treated wood, which has grown 
splintery over time. The plastic boards are made 
from recycled milk jugs, using fi berglass strands for 
structure, tensile strength and to simulate wood-
grain. Some of the design changes are necessary 
to bring the playground into compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, and many new fea-
tures will make the structures more accessible for 
children with special needs.

Persons wishing to get involved as volunteers on 

The rebuilding of the 

playground at Hasbrouck Park 

in New Paltz has been offi  cially 

scheduled for Wednesday, 

September 25 through Sunday, 

September 29. 

the various committees can sign up for the listserv 
by e-mailing their contact information to haspark-
playground@villageofnewpaltz.org. To sign up to 
participate during the construction phase, go to 
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050945A5A829A5FC1-
community. On this website, volunteers can choose 
particular shifts when they will be available. Morn-
ing (8 a.m. to noon) and afternoon (12:30 to 5 p.m.) 
shifts will need 70 each of skilled and unskilled vol-
unteers on Wednesday and Thursday, 100 of each 
on Saturday and 75 of each on Sunday. The evening 
shift, 5:30 to 8 p.m., calls for 80 each of skilled and 
unskilled volunteers on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday and 75 on Saturday; no evening session is 
planned for Sunday.

The criterion for “skilled” is being able to cut a 
straight line with a circular saw, coincidentally of-
ten known by the brand name of Skilsaw. There will 
also be opportunities for children aged 10 and up 
to participate as volunteers. According to Leathers 
Associates project manager Kyle Cundy, “Our ‘kid 
rules’ for the build are as follows: No one under 10 
years old allowed on-site – must report to childcare. 
10-13 must be within arms’ reach of their parent at 
all times. 14-17 may work independently (some proj-

ects have permission/waiver forms for parent info 
in case they need to be contacted to pick up their 
children). No one under the age of 18 is allowed to 
use power tools.” The group is seeking to make St. 
Joseph’s Church available as a childcare center for 
volunteers. “We need adults who can lift/build as 
well as kid involvement,” Village trustee Michele 
Zipp emphasized.

During the period of the actual reconstruction, 
September 25 to 29, the rest of Hasbrouck Park will 
remain open to the public. The playset will not. ++

Persons wishing to get involved as volunteers on the 
various committees can sign up for the listserv by e-
mailing their contact information to hasparkplay-
ground@villageofnewpaltz.org. To sign up to partici-
pate during the construction To sign up to participate 
during the construction phase, go to www.signupge-
nius.com/go/8050945A5A829A5FC1-community.

                                              
By Adam Reid 

The Masterpiece Massage
By popular demand at 

“The L Salon”
Uptown, New Paltz

For Services and Bookings: 

TheMasterPieceMassage.com 
845.250.ADAM

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528

Auto • Home 
Motorcycle

Boat • Business
FOX
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

Always ahead of the pack

845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15TH, 6-9 PM
BRADLEY FARM

Second Annual
Ferragosta Italian Festival

The team from Gustiamo will be headed up to cook authentic dishes 
with the best of their products and Ray’s ingredients! Get ready for 
three incredible pastas, and Insalata Pantesca - $32 including tax & 
service, served with crusty bread. Also available - NYS beer and wine 
on tap plus some special desserts.  
Advance tickets on sale now: www.raybradleyfarm.com 

317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ
Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card

RAYBRADLEYFARM.COM • 845.255.8769

TIME TO FIX YOUR MUDDY
DRIVEWAY? WE CAN HELP!

Homeowner Excavation & Dump Truck Service
• Top Soil, Gravel & Shale
• New Footing Drains for Old Houses
• Foundations • Site Clearing
• Septic Systems
• All Your Excavating Needs 
• Commercial & Residential Work

� “Satisfying Homeowners Since 1993” �

BRUCE KATZ • (845) 255-0803

DDDDD
Homeowner

WE’RE
LOCAL!

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

m 

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY

Bakery • Jane’s Ice Cream
OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30

Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

HOMEGROWN SWEET
CORN IS HERE!

HOMEGROWN STRAWBERRIES!
DELICIOUS FRESH PRODUCE

PICKED EVERY DAY
Including Green Beans, Kale, Lettuces, 

Summer Squash, Cantaloupe & Much More!
Summer Sale - All Pottery 20% off 
Fresh-cut sunflowers & flower bouquets 

picked daily from our garden!
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Wells not walls

The head of the crew for our recent heat pump 
installation is from Nicaragua. He fell in love with a 
Peace Corps worker, married her and they now live 
in Walden. 

We queried him about Nicaragua and climate change. 
His family, in a small agrarian village on the west coast, 
now gets public water only every third day; the rainy 
season is only three months instead of six; and as the 
temperatures sky-rocket, crops are failing. Here is a 
country smaller than New York State, with a population 
less than New York City, which is beginning to experi-
ence the ultimate climate crisis. 

At present, his family has no intention of migrating. 
But clearly, a lack of food and water will ultimately 
alter that. 

To have our president, who is a climate denier, and 
expect him to have a long view of refugees and migra-
tion, is fl awed. Shouldn’t we be building WELLS not 
WALLS so that people can continue to survive -- de-
spite climate change?

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Brainwashed by Fox “news”

Divide and conquer: How Roger Ailes and Vladimir 
Putin succeeded in Splitting the U.S. should be an op-
ed in some magazine, but it doesn’t need a whole lot 
of development, does it? I mean, it’s common knowl-
edge that Roger Ailes’s basic strategy in founding Fox 
news was to create an us-versus-them scenario, and 
then demonize the opposition. Thus, the Democrats 
and the “liberal media” are the ”enemies of the peo-
ple.” Needless to say, it’s worked well. From the idiot 
who shot up Gabby Giff ord’s offi  ce to the loser who 
sent pipe bombs to Democratic leaders and media 
members. He admitted to an addiction to Fox news, 
and felt he was “brainwashed” by President Trump 
and Hannity. Fox “news” continues to be a mouth-
piece for the Republican Party and the most divisive 
factor in the culture since the Vietnam War.

Then there’s Putin. Does anything more really need 
to be said? His people actually got a bunch of Face-
book members to go to rallies that were manufac-
tured by fake groups and websites. Some were politi-
cal, some racial, all part of an attempt to divide the 
country further.

Trump loves an adversarial situation, thrives on 
it, actually. And so, obviously, so does 40 percent of 
the population. Problem is, he’s in charge of the en-
tire population, and the educated ones know that an 
occasional reach across the aisle will serve us better 
down the road, when a serious outside threat chal-
lenges our ability to unite. And don’t kid yourself, 
that’s coming. Maybe sooner than we’d like.

Kenneth Dyer
New Paltz

Proud of shepherding this important 
multi-year project

In 2015, we began examining our community’s 
water consumption to see where we may have been 
wasting water and the accuracy of meters in our near-
ly one-million gallons per day system.

SUNY New Paltz had represented 21% of our sys-
tem’s metered water consumption. SUNY had been 
self reporting their own usage. We worked with SU-
NY’s staff  to improve the process so village staff  would 
perform readings of their +50 service connections in-
side buildings and at ball fi elds. We also worked to-
gether to reconcile past reports where some meters 
had been misread. Senior SUNY staff  and their whole 
team were committed to making sure we made the 
needed improvements.

By 2017 and 2018, SUNY New Paltz’s share of our 
metered water consumption increased to 27%.

But what we were really daydreaming about back in 
2015 was a complete overhaul of the way we accounted 
for water at SUNY. We dreamt about having master me-
ters where water entered the campus from the village 

instead of only keeping track of individual building or 
ball fi eld use. This was an expensive dream. During 
numerous conversations with the DEP we would keep 
asking them for fi nancial assistance because more ac-
curate readings would promote awareness and foster 
conservation that could take some pressure off  our 
demand for DEP water. We purchase approximately 
60% of New Paltz’s water from their Catskill Aque-
duct. 

Working with the village’s engineers and SUNY 
New Paltz’s facilities department we developed a 
plan to install nine master meters where water en-
tered the campus to augment the existing building 
meters and more accurately account for campus 
water usage. Eventually we were able to get the DEP 
and SUNY New Paltz to agree to co-fund these new 
master meters and their installation. The project is 
estimated to cost approximately $470,000.

Roehrs Construction was the low bidder to per-
form the installation. We were especially pleased 
because projects like these can be expensive and 
complicated. Having a known entity like Roehrs 
that the village has worked with many times for 
years goes a long way towards getting things done 
correctly and on schedule. The project should fi n-
ish this summer.

Mayor Tim Rogers 
New Paltz

The discussion of abortion

The discussion of abortion is fraught in the ex-
treme. Polarization rules the conversation and be-
gins with the two false and specious constructs that 
label the opposite camps. Neither “pro-life” nor 
“pro-choice” accurately describe the faith/political 
perspectives that present as so diametrically op-
posed. 

If the Christian communities for whom “pro-life” 
is claimed as the standard were truly pro-life, they 
would manifest this belief in more ways than just 
defense of the unborn. These churches would be 
universally opposed to war and capital punishment 
and demand care for the needy. That is certainly 
not the case and the hypocrisy is stunning. In truth, 
theirs is more a political position manufactured 
by those who gain politically. This stance is often 
further justifi ed by questionable interpretation of 
ancient texts. Those ancient texts were written by 
men who had zero comprehension of the biology 
involved and to my knowledge never mention pre-
natal reality. “I knew you before I formed in the 
womb” in actual context is more than a stretch. 
( Jeremiah 1:5) 

The secular communities for whom “pro-choice” 
is the standard have focused entirely on the preg-
nant mother -- as if another, completely unique and 
separate human does not begin to exist until some 
arbitrary moment in which they, God-like, discern 
that this entity becomes suffi  ciently human not to 
kill. And kill is the correct word. Dispensing entirely 
with faith and the “soul” and taking a 100% scien-
tifi c perspective, it is incontrovertible that every 
embryo or fetus is 100% human, 100% unique and 
that abortion kills that being. My personal politi-
cal position is that the establishment clause of the 
Constitution precludes the state from making laws 
based solely in Christian faith constructs. 

I close with my idealistic and unproven belief: If 
every pregnant mother were confi dent that both 
she and her baby would be loved, nurtured, fed and 
cared for by a devoted community, abortion would 
become rare and more likely limited to infrequent 
medical necessity. May both sides of this destruc-
tive and useless “debate” expend their eff orts in 
that profoundly more righteous cause. 

Don Badgley
Gardiner

Grudges and ethics

For anyone who is aware of the history and cir-
cumstances behind the whole Pat Ryan-Dan Torres-
Lisa Cutten incident, this raises some red fl ags re-
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Mr. Mueller: Let the evidence speak

garding our new county government. 
A few years back, Dan, a friend of the comptroller, 

was given a position in the county comptroller’s of-
fi ce. He had not taken a civil service qualifying exam 
for this position, nor was he on a civil service list. 
When a subsequent study by a county auditor raised 
questions about the effi  cacy of the position, which 
had been created for him, the county legislature dis-
solved the position. Dan blamed Lisa for his loss of 
the position and never forgave her.

Years later, when the New Paltz Democratic Com-
mittee was discussing endorsing a candidate for 
county comptroller, Dan recalled Lisa preparing the 
study, which contributed to the legislature’s elimina-
tion of his county position.

The article in the August 1 edition of the New Paltz 
Times mentioned that other ace team members were 
reassigned, but not Lisa. And at the same time that 
she was being dismissed, Pat Ryan had hired another 
fi nancial person. This has all the earmarks of a politi-
cal action.

Is it just a coincidence that after working on two 
Ryan campaigns Dan was given a county job for 
which he had not taken a civil service qualifying 
exam for this position, nor was he on a civil service 
list? And then Lisa Cutten, a qualifi ed professional, 
against whom he bore a grudge, was dismissed?

In the New Paltz Times article she stated her belief 
that it was pretty clear her dismissal was politically 
motivated. I think that she’s correct.

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Tender mercies

(To be sung to Desolation Row)
They’re selling postcards...of their letters
Claire’s saying stop calling abortion...a bad sin
If the New Paltz Times gets more abortion letters 

from...Georgie boy
They should put them in the Feedback...rejection 

bin
And angry Michael from Rosendale...is writing 
If you won’t “shut up” Civile, please...tell me why
His political songs and parodies are...bad enough
but his bible talk sets me to...”screaming at the 

sky”
And the God of Abraham and Jesus... softly speaks 
Michael, I gave these words for all...so long ago
“Seek me now while I can...still be found;
and my tender mercies you will come to know.” 

George Civile 
Gardiner

A love letter to the New Paltz Times

This morning’s edition of the New York Times had a 
very interesting set of articles about the demise of lo-
cal newspapers. We are writing to say that we would 
miss the New Paltz Times greatly if it ever stopped 
publishing. It is full of “stuff ” we need to know: local 
news and issues, upcoming meetings, events, sports 
and letters to the editor, even when we disagree with 
the position of the letter writer. It is an important 
forum for local opinion. Our paper comes in the mail 
on Thursdays and we almost always read it imme-
diately. Consider this a love letter to the New Paltz 
Times.

Tom and Ellen Rocco
New Paltz

Fact vs. Fiction, #20

Fact: 
 I had occasion to bump into Congressman Mau-

rice Hinchey at Hoff man’s Car Wash in Kingston be-
fore he retired. He would travel around going into 
the diners and libraries talking to his constituents. 

I had an interesting talk with him over coff ee in the 
diner next to the car wash. I enquired, “Do the rep-
resentatives read the letters and fi eld the telephone 
calls coming in on a daily basis? His answer: The 
representatives do not have the time to address such 
volume; rather they have offi  ce staff  in all the regional 
offi  ces of their respective states, as well as in Washing-
ton. When the letters come in, likewise for the tele-
phone calls, they are read by the staff  and categorized 
and fi led in the computer under certain topics, which 
can number into the dozens. In addition, letters can be 
weighted by the pound. For example, a ream of paper 
consisting of 500 sheets weighs 20 pounds, compared 
to only 45 sheets of a lesser amount. This testifi es to the 
importance the public has for the topic refl ected in the 
500 letters, etc.

Opinion:
So when a letter from Bob LaPolt comes in, like 

what was just submitted to Senator Alexander and 
copied to others, a fi le is brought up, ‘health con-
cerns’, which has Medicare and Medicaid concerns; 
likewise for Social Security. And dozens of others. In 
these categories a mark is made highlighting that a 
letter (issue) was received this day and date; likewise 
for any telephone calls coming into the offi  ce. Mul-
tiply this by hundreds over a period of a few weeks, 
months and the senator or congress person has a 
data bank of how their constituents feel about cer-
tain topics and most important of all, the tenor or 
emotion behind some of the incoming calls or let-
ters. Those that have an emotional ring or sensitivity 
that stand out are passed up to the representative for 
his perusal and most likely a letter to the sender or 
congress person. 

Just recently, I had a friendly encounter in the gym 
that I attend. And the basis for this encounter was 
the comment, “Why vote, the corporations all run 
the country anyway.” Well, I took the time to ex-
plain to this person what I just relayed to you folks 

Regarding the testimony of Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller to Congress:

 The hearings provided an emphatic reminder that 
Russia blatantly interfered with our 2016 elections 
and is laying the groundwork for doing so again. 
Adam Schiff , House Intelligence Committee Chair, 
asked Mr. Mueller the following:

 
• Did Russian interference take place?
• Did Russian agents make outreach to members of 

the Trump campaign?
• Did members of the Trump campaign welcome 

this outreach?
• Did Donald Trump, Jr. say he would love to get 

“dirt” about Hillary Clinton from Russian agents?
• Did Mr. Trump in public call on Russian agents to 

hack Mrs. Clinton’s emails, at the same time praising 
the involvement of Wikileaks, a funnel for ill-gotten 
Russian intelligence timed for release at crucial mo-
ments of the 2016 campaign?

• Did the Trump campaign plan a “a press strat-
egy, communications campaign and messaging” 
based on Russian assistance?

 
To each of these questions, Mr. Mueller answered 

yes. The source material for these questions was 
documented in Mr. Mueller’s report.

Mr. Schiff  also pointed out that Paul Manafort, 
Michael Flynn and Donald Trump himself were all 
trying to make money during the campaign. Most 
egregiously, Donald Trump, now our President, was 
trying to close a deal on a hotel in Moscow while he 
was running for our most sacred offi  ce. Mr. Mueller 
agreed that these, too, were documented in the spe-
cial counsel’s report.

Mr. Trump, a traitor with no love of country, has 
while President met in secret talks with Vladimir Pu-
tin six times, yet he refused fi ve face-to-face meet-
ings with Robert Mueller’s offi  ce.

Mr. Mueller was also questioned by Texas Con-
gressman Will Hurd, a former CIA offi  cer and the 
only Republican on the committee who did not fol-
low his party’s offi  cial line. He did not attempt to 
undermine Mr. Mueller or score semantic points. 
His questions were serious. His fi nal question was, 
“In your investigation, did you think that this was a 
single attempt by the Russians to get involved in our 
election? Or did you fi nd evidence to suggest they'll 
try to do this again?” Mr. Mueller replied, “It wasn't 
a single attempt. They're doing it as we sit here.” Mr. 
Mueller also voiced concern that other countries are 
adopting Russian tactics in order to attack us from 
multiple directions. (At time of writing, Mr. Hurd is 
the sixth House Republican to announce he or she 
will not run for re-election.)

What was the Trump-Republican response to 
Mr. Mueller’s testimony, aside from the President’s 
inane tweet-rants?

 
1. The day after the hearings, Mr. Trump’s Justice 

Department moved to reinstate the death penalty in 
federal cases, despite all the evidence that it does 
nothing to deter murder and too often involves 
the execution of innocents. It does satisfy the often 
racially colored bloodlust of a large subset of Mr. 
Trump’s supporters. It also serves to demonstrate 
Mr. Trump’s mastery of media distraction, because 
a policy announcement of this magnitude had not 
been dreamed up the day before. It was a planned 
distraction from Mueller’s testimony, one that will 
involve the death of human beings. Execution is one 
of Mr. Trump’s long-term themes, stemming most 
memorably from the days of the Central Park Five, 
whose murder he called for when they were charged 
with a rape for which they were eventually exon-
erated. (“Exonerated.” An interesting word in the 
Trumpian context.)

 2. Mr. Trump appointed John Ratcliff e, one of Mr. 

Mueller’s Texas Tea-Party Republican inquisitors 
from the House Intelligence Committee to replace 
Dan Coats as Director of National Intelligence. Mr. 
Ratcliff e proved his loyalty to the mafi a-don-in-chief 
by trying to undermine Mr. Mueller’s testimony at 
the hearing. Recent news articles suggest that Mr. 
Ratcliff e has infl ated several resume items to fl uff  
up his counterintelligence experience. Perhaps he 
learned his tradecraft in one of Betsy DeVos’s trade 
schools.

 3. “Moscow Mitch” McConnell proved his love of 
country by blocking the $775 million House-passed 
bill that would authorize assistance to states to pro-
tect their voting systems from foreign manipulation 
(Russian + others), money that should have been al-
located in 2017 in order to get the protection jump-
stated. (Apparently Moscow Mitch doesn’t like his 
new nickname.)

 Mr. Trump cooperated with Russian interference 
in our elections.

After a lifetime of adhering to stringent codes of 
honor, conduct, professionalism and patriotism, all 
of which are closely linked and which fl ow in and 
out of each other, Mr. Mueller cannot be expected 
to change course and, in so many words, call Donald 
Trump the liar and traitor he so obviously is, even if 
he believes it to be the case, which is likely.

Mr. Mueller chose to follow the letter of the law, 
letting evidence speak for itself and remaining un-
impeachable by rejecting even the semblance of po-
litical bias. (“Unimpeachable.” Another interesting 
word in the Trumpian context.)

Let the evidence speak.
If you support Mr. Trump, Mitch McConnell and 

the Republican Party, how can you still profess love 
of country?

William Weinstein
New Paltz
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It’s the economy

Identity crisis at Stewart?

regarding Congressman Hinchey’s statement told to 
me that day. Inasmuch as this person was a Republi-
can, his words, he would not vote for anything that a 
Democrat said or told anyone. I then replied, “I am 
a Republican.” That got his attention. Then he started 
to quiz me as to why I would listen to Hinchey, with 
me replying that I have switched from the Republican 
Party to the Democratic Party. And then I gave him a 
history lesson of Social Security, Medicare and Medic-
aid being put into eff ect by Roosevelt and Lyndon John-
son and the importance of fi ghting to keep our benefi ts 
no matter what party one belongs to. Did I change his 
outlook? Possible, but I did engage him about the impor-
tance of contacting these representatives, our representa-
tives, and letting them know one’s feeling about certain 
topics so they can categorize them into a data bank for 
their awareness when election time rolls around.

 And that is what we seniors and those about to be-
come seniors, have to do. Get on the phone or write 
a letter setting forth your concerns. In all fairness, 
many seniors do not have a computer or cannot 
type. That’s where the telephone comes in. And if 
you want a letter written, I’m sure there are family 
members, students (very adept), neighbors who can 
dash off  a line for you. And if need to, contact me 
and I will gladly draft a letter for you.

The lesson is to become involved for our benefi ts! 
Each senator and congress person has a Washing-
ton telephone number as well as seven, eight, nine 
regional offi  ces through their respective states, one 
number which I stated last week. Pass this informa-
tion around and encourage people to call or write.

I am your man on the line for our benefi ts. I will 
keep you informed.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz

I highly recommend
seeing The Isis Trial

The Isis Trial, local fi lm-maker Ellie Bernstein’s 
new documentary, confronts deadly abuses by our 

government to the Somali community of Minneapo-
lis -- also the home of Ilhan Omar. Paraphrasing Ilhan 
Omar: “The nation’s ideals are under attack and it 
is up to all of us to defend them... Having survived 
civil war in my home country as a child, I cherish 
the values (of equal protection under law, pluralism, 
religious liberty) that are under attack, and it is up 
to all of us to defend them... The only way to push 
back is to be unequivocal about our values. It is not 
enough to condemn Mr. Trump’s racism. We must 
affi  rmatively confront racist policies ...” This is what 
Bernstein’s fi lm is doing: confronting racist politics 
and policies. I followed the fi lm-maker through the 
laborious process of research and fi lming. I highly 
recommend seeing The Isis Trial: Now showing, with 
the fi lm-maker present for discussion: August 9, 7 
p.m., Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Kings-
ton. 

Jane Toby
Catskill

Denizen expands its staff 

We are proud to announce that the Denizen The-
atre at Water Street Market in New Paltz at less than 
a year old (our fi rst play opened in October of last 
year) will be adding our second full-time team mem-
ber who is also a graduate of SUNY New Paltz The-
atre Department.

Liz Corey will be joining Christine LaBoy ( our 
production manager and stage manager and SUNY 
New Paltz alum) as a full time house/patrons services 
manager.

We at the Denizen Theatre are excited to share 
with the Hudson Valley talented professional theatre 
artists creating work in our community. We at the 
Denizen are grateful to produce works that speaks 
to the human condition in a truthful way as we raise 
empathy in our world .

Harry Lipstein
Founder and Producing Artistic Director

Denizen Theatre, New Paltz

Note of clarifi cation

I am writing in reference to Sharyn Flanagan’s arti-
cle on Unison Arts Center’s sculpture garden exhibit 
“Compose to Decompose” in the July 25 edition of 
the New Paltz Times. As the executive director and 
proponent of that cutting-edge exhibit in our sculp-
ture garden, I was very surprised to see Ms. Flana-
gan’s reference to there being “ human feces” in one 
of the installations. If she had read the description 
carefully, she would have gleaned that the piece is 
only a reference to the historical use of waste in ear-
ly European landfi lls, a habit that was later exported 
to this country. The installation resembled the use 
of human consumption and expulsion, but clearly 
we would not allow the use of human “poop” in any 
Union installation! 

Let the readers and the sanitation department be 
clear on this issue.

Alexandra Baer
Unison Arts Center

New Paltz

Response from writer Sharyn Flanagan: Dear Ms. 
Baer,

The brochure accompanying the exhibit clearly 
states the installation in question includes biological 
waste. “It seems only fi tting to fi ll our garderobe as a 
collective chamber for unwanted objects, from biologi-
cal waste to items of utility, a tribute to the human his-
tory of consumption and expulsion.”

And the most troubling aspect of what you’re doing, 
and what you disregard here completely, are the mos-
quitoes you’re allowing to breed on the installation.

Again, your own words:
“Unfortunately mosquitoes have taken over the stag-

nant water as a breeding ground.”
When I notifi ed the DEC, they did, indeed, confi rm 

that this is a public health hazard. With all the diseases 
that mosquitoes are known to spread, I personally feel 
it is hugely irresponsible for an arts center to invite the 
public in to be exposed to that type of condition. 

Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 
seems to be having cold feet in regard to construction 
of a $40-million, 20,000-square-foot terminal addi-
tion to house a permanent federal inspection station 
for processing international passengers at Stewart 
International Airport. The winner of that contract, J. 
Kokolakis Contracting Inc., reported back in January 
that it was almost ready to start work on the site. A 
spokesperson for the powerful public authority that 
runs the airport reported non-committally this week 
that “there has not been a ground-breaking on any 
aspect of Stewart.” 

The self-contained addition was scheduled to have 
its own entrances from the gates, baggage-claim 
area, bathrooms and other services. Norwegian Air’s 
fl ights between Stewart and Dublin are presently the 
sole international passenger activity at the airport. 
Norwegian has been fl ying out of Stewart for two 
years and two months. In 2018, its activities contrib-
uted 324,000 revenue passengers to an airport total 
of 690,000. But Port Authority has been unable to 
persuade other international carriers to join it there. 
And Norwegian has reduced its European route des-
tinations from Stewart from fi ve to one.

The aviation picture has changed. Stewart may be 
at a strategic crossroads.

(DROP CAP) The 18 eggs in the carton I bought at 
the Hannaford supermarket in Kingston Plaza this 
week were lined up in corseted rows like passengers 
on a crowded airliner. Not one dozen or two dozen 
eggs, but 18 eggs. Right in the middle between one 
dozen and two dozen.

Once a day a A330-300 Airbus bound for Dublin 
lumbers down the runway at Stewart International 
Airport. On short-term lease from Evelop Air to Nor-

wegian Air, the large craft can accommodate up to 
388 passengers. Filled to capacity every day, the Air-
bus could carry a maximum of 23,280 paying cus-
tomers to Dublin and back to Stewart in a 30-day 
month. 

That’s fi ne in the slow winter and spring season, 
but the data seems to suggest that it’s not enough ca-
pacity for the busy summer, when demand is, as in 
the case of the 18-egg carton, somewhere in the mid-
dle. Enough to fi ll more than one Airbus with Dublin 
travelers each way per day but not enough to fi ll two.

Norwegian carried 20,159 international revenue 
passengers to and from the airport in May, the most 
recent month for which published data is available. 
That number was perilously close to the one-Airbus 
capacity ceiling of 23,280.       

Last year, when Norwegian was serving several 
European destinations on its fl ights from Stewart, it 
had carried a total of 29,432 revenue passengers in 
May — up dramatically as the weather warmed, from 
the previous month’s 22,536. 

In the three high-traffi  c months after May last year, 
Norwegian served 33,592, 34,906 and 37,765 (the an-
nual peak) revenue passengers per month at Stew-
art. 

According to Norwegian spokesperson Anders 
Lindstrom, the discount airliner had planned two 
fl ights a day to Dublin on the smaller and very fu-
el-effi  cient Boeing 737 Max 8 planes that have been 
grounded for the past six months over safety con-
cerns. The option of fl ying three 737 Max 8 per day 
out of Stewart to Dublin is unavailable. 

With the Airbuses, there was potentially greater 
demand for seats on the summer Dublin-Stewart 
fl ights than there has been supply. In the highly sea-

sonal international airline business, that’s not a good 
way to grow a business. You gotta make hay while 
the sun shines.

Executive changes at Norwegian are signaling 
further disruption. “Bye, bye, Bjorn,” exulted avia-
tion writer Brett Snyder, alias The Cranky Flier, in a 
recent column. The impending departure of Bjorn 
Kjos, the ex-fi ghter fl ier who was founder and CEO 
of Norwegian Air, has been interpreted as a sign of 
the carrier’s willingness to change strategies. Slower 
growth, more emphasis on profi tability. 

More route cancellations will increase the likeli-
hood of changes that will disrupt the carrier’s part-
ners as well. It has already canceled many routes 
and said it expected to make further revisions. Pes-
simistic industry sources are increasingly predicting 
three possible futures for the Viking risk-taker: bank-
ruptcy, sale to a larger air carrier, and precarious 
survival as a niche carrier.

Norwegian’s talk of “route optimization” isn’t re-
assuring to secondary airports of major American 
metropolitan areas like Stewart. 

With only a single discount carrier presently serv-
ing the low-cost international niche with fl ights to 
a single destination, albeit a potentially profi table 
one, Stewart is in a precarious position. A $40-mil-
lion facility for low-cost international travel makes 
no sense for an airport that off ers no international 
fl ights.    

A gateway airport is the last stop, sort of an accumu-
lation point, prior to an international fl ight. “Stewart 
has enormous potential to be a real gateway airport to 
the New York area,” Rick Cotton, PA’s executive direc-
tor, told The New York Times reporter Christine Negroni 
last year. Negroni’s story’s was headlined “Stewart Air-
port Adopts a New Identity: New York Area’s Budget 
Flight Hub.” She wrote that “Port Authority has bought 
into the Norwegian business plan as a way of accelerat-
ing Stewart’s evolution.”

Without additional international destinations and 
other carriers, there may be no business plan for Port 
Authority to buy into. Back to the drawing board?

--  Geddy Sveikauskas
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For me there is but one reason to go to the fair. 
Any fair. But in this instance: this year’s version of 
the Ulster County Fair. So, venturing out on a blaz-
ingly hot late afternoon -- getting in for free because 
I’m covering this for the paper once again --  and 
negotiating the thousands of over-heated fair-goers 
swirling through the grounds with its over-abun-
dance of sausage-and-peppers, pizza, chicken wings, 
carnival rides, business ventures, stages and miracle 
inventions. I head, like a homing pigeon, for the 4-H 
barns to the rear of the grounds. It is nothing but 
Peace and Love. There is “Snickers” the Yorkshire 
Pig, snorting up at me behind a low-mesh fence; 
“Delilah” the Himalayan Rabbit, her nose twitching 
frantically as I stick my fi nger toward her; “Phoenix” 
the All-American rooster, all prideful and irritated, 
strutting his stuff ; “Andy” the big Morgan horse, 
letting me pet him through the boards of his pad-
dock; “Elizabeth” the Nigerian dwarf goat, nose and 
lips against my face as I bend to pet her; “Lelo” the 
Shropshire sheep, unhappily set in a head-vice so she 
can be washed down... and “Reign” the Dutch Beltee 
cow, nuzzling her friend and cohort-in-dairy-cow-
competition: Michelle Campbell, in the big barn.

Campbell, 19 and a 2017 New Paltz High School 
graduate, now taking veternarian tech classes at 

SUNY Ulster, and a lifetime 4-H’er, works out of Gar-
diner’s Goodnow Farm, raising pigs besides a herd 
of cows. “I’ve been doing this (raising and working 
with animals) since I was three, so the vet idea has 
been a constant, and the vet tech program is like be-
ing a nurse to animals, which I kind-of am anyway. It 
doesn’t take as much study -- years-wise -- as being a 
vet, but you do more-or-less the same things.”

Campbell has had Reign for a couple years. “Since 
she was a calf. I bought her at auction in Orange 
County and she’s become like my child, following 
me around all the time.” Campbell does the requi-
site care for Reign: feed her hay, nutrient supple-
ments, make sure she gets vaccinated, always has 
water and, if she gets pregnant (Reign, not Michelle), 
will care for her until the birth of the calf. “Which I’ll 
keep and raise.”

“I do all the things all the time that -- like people -- 
she needs to survive and thrive.” Indeed, Reign looks 
extremely healthy and content, playful even, as she 
nudges Michelle toward me for the picture I took for 
this article. But there is competition for Reign...and 
Michelle. It’s on Saturday, and it requires Reign to 
be on her best and at her best. Michelle too. “She 
has to have a smooth gait, straight back strong front 
shoulders, minimum of ribs showing and not be 

overweight. Also, she must be the traditional black-
white-black of all Beltees. And for me, I have to have 
some showmanship: paying attention, look neat and 
presentable, answer the judge’s question correctly 
and just basically know everything about not only 
the breed, but Reign also...you have to know your 
cow.”

After my exhausting communion with the 4-H 
crowd, I felt I deserved something special. Which 
brings me to the second reason for me to go to the 
fair. Any fair: fried dough. I only have it once a year 
(if that) and it connects me to my childhood, where 
my late jazz-sax-playing father would carve up some 
pizza dough into various animals on Sunday after-
noons: elephants, hippos, dogs, cats, lions, bears...
rudimentary carvings that he then dropped into a 
fry-pan of Crisco to deep-fry until golden brown, 
taking them out and rolling the “animals” around on 
the home-town paper to drain, and while still hot, 
sprinkling them liberally with powdered sugar.

So, just before leaving the fair, I went over to Jean-
nette’s Fried Dough wagon and had a very under-
priced $6 disc of fried dough, covered in powdered 
sugar. It was delicious. And the end of a perfect af-
ternoon at the fair. 

-- Rich Corozine

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Michelle Campbell and Reign.

Snickers.Phoenix. Andy.

Ulster County Fair

4-H and fried dough at the fair 
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Skytop Drive 
LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization fi led in the 
Department of State 
of New York on June 
26, 2019. Offi  ce Loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
Principal Business Lo-
cation: Ulster County, 
New York.  Purpose:  
Any and all lawful 
business activities. 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Skytop Drive LLC– 
6 Ohio Street, Kings-
ton, New York 12401

LEGAL NOTICE
40-42 Plattekill LLC 
Notice of Formation 
of 40-42 Plattekill 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 05/23/2019. Offi  ce 
Location 85 South 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 

mail copy of process 
to: 85 South Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Decisive Billing Solu-
tions, LLC fi led with 
SSNY on 06/20/19. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designed as of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 5 Spring 
Meadow CT Highland 
NY 12528: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Eva Astor LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
05/14/2019. Offi  ce 
Location: 5 Liberty 
Street, New Paltz, 
NY 12561 (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 5 Liberty Street 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
MJP Business  Con-
sulting LLC.  Articles 

of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 
3rd, 2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County.  
LEGALINC COR-
PORATE SERVICES 
INC. 1967 WEHRLE 
DRIVE SUITE 1 #086 
BUFFALO, NY 14221 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Michael Per-
rotta Jr 22 Rosio Lane 
Modena, NY 12548. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEAUTIFUL HIGH-
LAND, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 07/02/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Anthony Savino, 8 
Huguenot Street, 
Apartment A, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose:
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
152 HOYT STREET 

PORT EWEN LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 6/10/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 152 Hoyt 
Street, Port Ewen, NY 
12466. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Graze Seed & 
Supply LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Graze Seed & 
Supply
16 Dusinberee Road 
Gardiner NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of ZIPPHORA LLC. 
Art/Org. fi led w/SSNY 
on 2/28/19.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 

Cty. SSNY designated 
for svc/proc & shall 
mail
to 243 Main St. #250, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Triolo Holdings 
LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/30/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 1326 Rte 9W, 
Marlboro, NY 12542. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Speakeasy 
Motors American 
Whiskey Company 
LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New 
York (SSNY) on 
06/26/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Speakeasy 
Motors American 
Whiskey Company 
LLC, 14 Mechelkie Ln, 
Wallkill, NY 12589. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
MY FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of MY 
FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC, a limited liabil-
ity company, by the 
fi ling of Articles of 
Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
of the State of New 
York on July 9, 2019. 

The offi  ce of the LLC 
is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated 
as agent of the com-
pany upon whom 
process may be 
served. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
MY FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC, 3 Chelsea Court, 
New Paltz, New York 
12561. The purpose of 
the LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Just Go Vacations, 
LLC (the “LLC”).  
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (“SSNY”) 
on July 2, 2019.  Of-
fi ce Location:  Ulster 
County.  SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy to:  
27 North Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Ramsey Renovations 
& Restorations LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
secretary of state on 
7/10/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County.
National Registered 
Agents , INC. 28 Lib-
erty St. NY.NY 1005 
Has been designated 
as agent of the LLC. 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to 114 Mountain Rest 
Rd. New Paltz NY 
12561

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Byrd & Gines 
Homes LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
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the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/19/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to Byrd & Gines 
Homes LLC, 
17 Roy Lane Highland 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or ac-
tivities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date

LEGAL NOTICE
48 Tillson Rd LLC 
Arts of Org fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/15/19. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served & shall mail 
process to 48 Tillson 
Rd, Tillson NY 12486.  
Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of JK Vintage Jewels 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 7/18/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 595 Madison 
Ave, 37th Fl, NY, NY 
10022. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
AMERIBAG PROD-
UCTS, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 7/8/2019. 
Off . Loc.:Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 17 Glen 
Pond Drive, Suite 3, 
Red Hook, NY 12571. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Peck’s Endeavors LLC 
Arts of Org fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/19/19. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served & shall mail 
process to Peck’s En-
deavors LLC 51 Glen 
Rock Circle Highland, 
NY 12528.  Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
233 MAIN NEW BE-
GINNINGS, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 07/15/19.

Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Rick Alfandre, 231 
Main Street, Suite 
201, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
JFM HUDSON LLC  
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. 
of State of NY 5/24/19. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 56 Main 
Street, Esopus, NY 
12429. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
HUDSON VALLEY 
MANUFACTURING 
LLC  Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 5/24/19. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 56 Main 
Street, Esopus, NY 
12429. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
332 STONYKILL, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 332 
STONYKILL, LLC, a 
limited liability com-
pany, by the fi ling of 
Articles of Organiza-
tion with the Secre-
tary of State of the 
State of New York on 
July 24, 2019. The of-
fi ce of the LLC is locat-
ed in Ulster County, 
New York. The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
of the company upon 
whom process may 
be served. The Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
332 STONYKILL, LLC, 
144 Sparkling Ridge 
Road, New Paltz, New 
York 12561. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualifi ca-
tion of Guston CR 
LLC. App. for Auth. 
fi led with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
6/28/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
Principal business 
location: P.O. Box 
266, West Hurley, NY 
12491. LLC formed 
in Delaware (DE) on 
3/7/19. SSNY desig-

nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, P.O. Box 266, 
West Hurley, NY 
12491. DE address of 
LLC: CSC, 251 Little 
Falls Drive, Wilming-
ton, DE 19808. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with DE 
Secy of State, 401 
Federal St, #4, Dover, 
DE 19901. Purpose: 
any purposes permit-
ted by applicable law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 114 Kingston Hos-
pitality LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 7/16/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 1511 Centre 
Road, Rhinebeck, NY 
12572. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
I N T E R N AT I O N A L 
VIDEO CHALLENGE 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY on 
06/19/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 541 
Dubois Rd., Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Reg Agent: 
U.S. Corp. Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
MODENA AUTO 
GROUP, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 05/14/19.  Of-
fi ce: Ulster County.  
United States Corpo-
ration Agents, Inc. 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, 1950 
Route 32 Modena, NY 
12548.  Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of HOT HONEY 
KITCHEN, LLC. Arts. 
Of Org. fi lled with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 7/31/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 10 
Lincoln Place, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-

pose: any lawful ac-
tivity.      3720061

LEGAL NOTICE
GARDINER FIRE DIS-
TRICT
NOTICE is given that 
the Gardiner Fire Dis-
trict , Board of Fire 
Commissioners will 
hold a Budget Work-
shop on August 12, 
2019 at 7:00 PM at the 
Gardiner Firehouse, 
2349 Rte. 44-55, Gar-
diner, Ulster County, 
NY  for the purpose 
of preparing the 2020 
Gardiner Fire District 
Budget.  The Gar-
diner Fire District is 
a taxing entity and all 
Gardiner Fire District 
residents are encour-
aged to attend this 
workshop. 
By Order of the Gar-
diner Fire District, 
Board of Fire Com-
missioners, 
Cheryl Oakley, Secre-
tary. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN THAT A 
PUBLIC HEARING 
WILL BE HELD BY 
THE TOWN OF NEW 
PALTZ PLANNING 
BOARD, TOWN OF 
NEW PALTZ, COUN-
TY OF ULSTER AT 
THE TOWN COM-
MUNITY CENTER, 
ROUTE 32 NORTH 
ON:
DATE:  August 12, 
2019
TIME:  7:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard.
FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CONSIDERING 
THE FOLLOWING
APPLICATION OF:  PB 
19-128, Raymond and 
MaryBeth Lunati who 
are seeking subdivi-
sion (lot line revision) 
approval of the prop-
erty on 147 Spring-
town Road, SBL # 
78.3-3-32 and 78.3-3-
33.  The application 
and supporting docu-
ments are available in 
the Planning Board 
offi  ce for review by 
the public or on the 
Town of New Paltz 
website under Plan-
ning Board commit-
tee at http://www.
townofnewpaltz.org/
planning-board.  
At 7:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard, 
the public hearing 
will be opened and 
the Planning Board 
will accept comments 
from all interested 
members of the pub-
lic.  The public hear-
ing may be closed 
or continued at the 
Planning Board’s dis-
cretion.
The Town of New 
Paltz will make every 

eff ort to assure that 
the hearing is acces-
sible to persons with 
disabilities.  Anyone 
requiring special as-
sistance and/or rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions should contact 
the Town Clerk.  All 
interested parties are 
invited to attend.
ALL PARTIES FOR OR 
AGAINST SAID SUB-
JECT WILL BE GIVEN 
AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO BE HEARD IN RE-
SPECT TO THIS AP-
PLICATION.
Pat Atkins, Secretary, 
Town of New Paltz 
Planning Board

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz will hold a 
Public Hearing on the 
following application 
(to review all submit-
ted materials, please 
contact the Building 
Department, 8 AM-4 
PM, M-F, 255-3055):
Date Posted:  
JULY-AUGUST __, 
2019  
Project Name:  
ZB19-02/212-13(F)(4)
Applicant:   
Dimitri Viglis
For:   

Seeking variance 
from minimum lot 
size for multi-use 
structure
Location:   
51 Main Street
Tax Map Number:  
86.143-1-9.200
Date and Time:   
August 13, 2019 at 
7:00 PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
 
The Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hear all 
persons in support 
of such matter or any 
objections thereto 
during the public 
hearing at 25 Plat-
tekill Avenue in order 
of appearance on the 
agenda.  Comments 
submitted in writ-
ing must be received 
before 4:00 PM on 
the date of the above 
hearing and be ad-
dressed to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Sec-
retary at the address 
listed above.
All reasonable accom-
modations will be 
made for persons with 
disabilities.  In such a 
case, please notify the 
Planning Board Secre-
tary in advance so that 
arrangements can be 
made.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281



 New Paltz Times 20 •  Agust 8, 2019

Overpaying 
Central Hudson? 

Ready to go solar and join other NY residents? 

(866) 826-1997
www.solstice.us/np

A+ Rating with the BBB 

•  $10 when you call to learn more 
•  $75 when you enroll within a week 
•  $150 when you enroll after 24 hours of your first call 

Cash Bonus 
When You Enroll$160 

CASH BONUS 

Join Your Local Solar Farm

Tired of overpaying Central Hudson? Go solar and get a monthly discount 
on your electric bill. Savings add up fast - our average customer saves 

$3,600* throughout the lifetime of the solar farm.

(866) 826-1997

Get $10 When You Call To Learn More 

Free to Join No Additional 
Downtime

Monthly Savings No Installations 

Estimated savings are based on a $120 average bill for a 25-year period. 
Your rate will be 10% lower compared to your utility's rate. Final savings 
depend on your monthly usage.

*

"I can go there and show my kids and 
say, 'See that solar garden over there? 
We belong to that!'"

Joan Karasik
Mother and 
Rockland County Community Member

"The electricity bills from this 
year are substantially down 
from last year."

Rev. Paul Sprecher 
Pastor of the First Parish 
Unitarian Universalist Church

You Are Not Alone
This Is Why Others Have Joined

Guaranteed Savings Great For Renters (And Homeowners)


