
Hostel
approved
New Paltz planners 
approve lodging 
facility proposed for 
village

by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ VILLAGE Plan-
ning Board members, satis-
fi ed with changes made to a 
proposal to open a hostel at 

12 Plattekill Avenue, approved the appli-
cation at their August 6 meeting.

The new owner of the former Village 
Tearoom property wishes to convert the 
home on the New Paltz property to a 
“boutique lodging facility” dubbed The 
Vanderlyn. According to the application 
submitted on behalf of owner Claire 
Hussain to the Planning Board, there 
will continue to be a restaurant on the 
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Marty and Jared go caving
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Catching up with the Ruoff  family 
at the Mountain Brauhaus

Greenbacks for green goals
New Paltz Community Foundation hands over funds to Millbrook Preserve 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

 Millbrook Preserve directors and New Paltz Community Foundation board members gathered at the point on Manheim Boulevard 
(north) that is an entry point for the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail. The purpose of the meeting was for the Foundation to hand over to the 
Preserve directors the funds they have been holding as a conduit for the Preserve until they obtained their 501 (c)(3) status, which they 
now have. In this photo, president of the New Paltz Community Foundation Eileen Gulbrandsen Glenn hands over funds to Millbrook 
Preserve President Tal Liany Seweryn. Behind Glenn are Community Foundation members, Sue Diamond, Mike Beck, Bob McKenna and 
Stewart Glenn. Behind Seweryn are Millbrook Preserve members Lynn Bowdery, Jim Delaune and Gerald Benjamin.

by Frances Marion Platt

A
LONG WITH THE passing of the torch came the passing of the check, as representatives 
of Millbrook Preserve, Inc. (MBPI) and the New Paltz Community Foundation (NPCF) 
gathered on Friday morning, August 2 at the Preserve’s trailhead on North Manheim 
Boulevard. The ceremony marked the Preserve’s coming of age as an offi  cial not-for-

profi t organization, legally able to do its own fundraising. MBPI was granted 501 (c) (3) status 
under federal tax law eff ective October 2018, fi ve months after the signing of an agreement among 
the Town and Village of New Paltz and the Wallkill Valley Land Trust granting MBPI the right to 
manage the Preserve henceforward.

Prior to this legal recognition, all monetary contributions to the Preserve were funneled through 
NPCF, which since 2001 has often served in the capacity of umbrella organization for fundraising 
for startup nonprofi ts in New Paltz and Gardiner. Donations in support of the Preserve can now be 
paid directly, via a PayPal link on MBPI’s website at http://millbrookpreserve.org. And individuals 
or groups who wish to organize a fundraiser -- such as by seeking sponsors for participation in an 
event, as former Village trustee Dennis Moore did when he ran in the New York Marathon -- can 
now set it up directly via MBPI’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/millbrookpreserve.

On hand for the August 2 ceremony were MBPI president Tal Liany Seweryn and board mem-
bers Lynn Bowdery, Jim Delaune and Dr. Gerald Benjamin, along with NPCF’s president Eileen 
Gulbrandsen Glenn, vice president Robert McKenna, secretary Stewart P. Glenn, treasurer Mi-
chael Beck and board member Susan Diamond. Community Foundation offi  cials handed over 

New Paltz town 
justice’s
resignation
followed confl ict 
of interest charges
by Terence P Ward

J
ONATHAN KATZ AGREED to re-
sign from his position as town jus-
tice in New Paltz to avoid a hearing 
which might have resulted in him 

being removed from offi  ce. The specifi cs 
of that stipulation of settlement with the 
administrator of the Commission on Ju-
dicial Conduct, signed by all parties last 
month, was made public this week. Ac-
cording to the settlement papers, Katz 
broke confl ict-of-interest rules when in 
2017 he signed an arrest warrant and 
order of protection against a man on be-
half of his wife because Katz was at the 
time also representing the wife as her 
divorce attorney.

“I mistakenly signed an arrest warrant 
for the husband when I was representing 
the wife in a divorce,” Katz responded to 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

Ice cream social at Plutarch United 
Methodist Church

The Plutarch United Methodist Church will hold a 
free ice cream social this Sunday, August 18 from 1 
to 3 p.m., weather permitting, at the church. Build 
your own ice cream sundae with a variety of ice 
cream fl avors and toppings.

Donations will be gratefully accepted for a local 
charity. The church is located at the corner of Black 
Creek and Plutarch Roads. For more information or 
directions, contact Laura at 255-5334

Hawks to hold new
swimmer evaluations

The Hawks Swimming Association, a year-round 
swim club, will hold new swimmer evaluations on 
Wednesday, August 21 at 6 p.m. and August 25 at 
noon at the Moriello Pool in New Paltz. Interested 
swimmers can also e-mail coach Erin Quinn at erin-
maryquinn@gmail.com.

 The mission of the Hawks Swimming Association 
is to provide youth a healthy and enjoyable competi-
tive environment for swimmers of all levels and abili-
ties.  Through high-quality coaching, team-building 
and individual goal-setting, the swimmers are pro-
vided the opportunity to reach their highest poten-
tial, as a person and as an athlete.

For additional information, visit www.hawkss-
wimming.org.

The Historic Preservation 
Commission of the Village of New 
Paltz to hold a special meeting

The Historic Preservation Commission of the Vil-
lage of New Paltz will hold a special meeting on Mon-
day, August 19 at 7 p.m. to consider an application for 
certifi cate of appropriateness from Huguenot Histori-
cal Society to install an exterior condenser at the Freer 
House, located at 98 Huguenot Street in the Village of 
New Paltz. The public hearing that opened on June 17 
remains open for the August 19 meeting. Personnel 
matters and other business will also be addressed.

The meeting will take place at Village Hall, located 
at 25 Plattekill Avenue in New Paltz. For more infor-
mation, please contact the commission secretary 
at hpc@villageofnewpaltz.org, or call the Village of 
New Paltz Building Department at 255-3055.

Free citizenship classes in New Paltz

Free U.S. citizenship classes will be off ered on 
Thursday, September 5 and then every Thursday 
through November 21 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
parish center of St. Josephs Church, located at 34 
South Chestnut Street in New Paltz.

For more information and to register, call 646-342-
4177 or 973-698-0205.

RibFest August 16-18 in New Paltz

The 15th annual Hudson Valley RibFest will be held 
Friday through Sunday, August 16-18 at the Ulster 
County Fairgrounds in New Paltz. The event goes on 
rain or shine, and parking is plentiful and free.

The Highland Rotary Club puts on the three-day 
event, enlisting more than 300 volunteers, with 
IHeart Media and Hannaford supermarkets the ma-
jor sponsors. RibFest proceeds enable the Rotary 
Club to support their many projects locally and pro-
mote humanitarian causes worldwide.

RibFest kicks off  at 5 p.m. Friday, August 16 with 

“$5 Friday.” Tickets off er general admission until 
the fairgrounds close at 10 p.m. Live music begins at 
5:15 p.m. with Thunder Ridge, followed by Williams 
Honor at 7:30 p.m. 

Single-day general admission to RibFest on Saturday 
or Sunday costs $7 for adults, purchased online or at 
the gate. Admission for kids under age 12 is free. The 
cost includes entry to the festival, live music, kids’ 
activities, the demonstration tent and additional en-
tertainment along with access to the contest area and 
same-day re-entry. The fairgrounds will open on Satur-
day, August 17 from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday festival 
hours on August 18 are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Food vendors will include those off ering items 
outside the realm of barbecue, including hot dogs, 
hamburgers and fries, gourmet grilled cheese sand-
wiches, sourdough pizza, jerk chicken, Jamaican 
food and authentic Polish cuisine. Look for vendors 
off ering roasted sweet corn, pickles, ice cream and 
Italian ices -- not all in one place, of course -- and 
adults can engage in wine and spirits tastings at 
several vendors or avail themselves of the Highland 
Rotary Club’s beer tent conveniently located in the 
center of the festival, with a selection of beer and 
bottled cocktails available. IDs are checked once and 
wristbands issued for easy purchase on the second 
round. Tantillo’s Farm will have apple cider dough-
nuts and pies, as usual, and the local 4-H kids their 
“famous milkshakes.”

Activities this year include the return of the me-
chanical bull (by popular demand). For kids, there 
will be craft-making and a “Family Fun Area” with 
infl atable bouncy houses.

The marketplace area at the festival will be full of 
vendors off ering a range of items from gourmet nuts, 
fudge and candy to clothing and cutlery. A complete 

list of vendors is on the event website.
RibFest also includes a barbecue competition. Sixty 

teams of competitors set up their grills in a “village” 
of sorts at the back of the fairgrounds, behind where 
the main action for visitors takes place. Hudson Valley 
RibFest is affi  liated with the Empire State BBQ Cham-
pionship Challenge, a statewide series of competitive 
events intended to promote the love of barbecue. 

On Saturday, August 17, The New England Barbecue 
Society will sponsor a grilling contest that will include 
a category based on New York State’s premier agricul-
tural product: apples. Contestants in the grilled apple 
category must use Hudson Valley apples as a main in-
gredient in their dish, not merely as a garnish.

Sunday’s competition, sponsored by the Kansas 
City Barbeque Society (KCBS), will be all about the 
barbecued meats: chicken, pork ribs, pork butt/
shoulder and beef brisket. Winners earn cash prizes 
and bragging rights.

For more information about Hudson Valley Rib-
Fest or to purchase advance tickets, visit https://
hudsonvalleyribfest.org/. 

Summer songwriter showcase
at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library presents a summer music se-
ries featuring Hudson Valley based singer-songwrit-
ers performing in the round style. The next show 
takes place on August 24 from 2 to 4 p.m. featuring 
Ami Madeleine, Spero and Liana Gabel. Each show 
will be held on the outdoor stage (weather permit-
ting). This is a free, rain or shine event. In case of 
rain, the show will be held in the community room. 

Madeleine is a Rosendale-based singer-songwriter. 
She takes her listeners into dreamlike introspection 
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Immigration vigil

A
N ESTIMATED INTERFAITH crowd of 250 people gathered for an immigration vigil on 
Saturday, August 10 in front of the Old Dutch Church in Kingston on the Jewish com-
memoration of Tisha B'Av, which marks the destruction of the fi rst and second temples, 
to consider the fate of refugees at our border caught in our immigration crisis. Using a 

liturgy prepared by Rabbi Jonathan Kligler (foreground left) of the Woodstock Jewish Congregation 
and read by members of  the Woodstock Congregation, Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Val-
ley, the Jewish Congregation of New Paltz and Kol Hai, the hour-long program interspersed tradi-
tional passages from the Book of Lamentations with quotations from immigrants and asylum-seekers 
suff ering in the detention camps. The event was co-sponsored by the Ulster Immigrant Defense 
Network and T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights.

PENNY COLEMAN

An immigration vigil was held last Saturday in Kingston on the Jewish commemoration of Tisha B'Av.
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and carries them back to life with loving perspective. 
Spero is a songstress and educator with a fondness 

for loops and anything funky. Her ethereal grooves, 
soulful voice and dark lyrics fl oat over an original 
twist on fi nger-style guitar

Through her music, Gabel takes seemingly famil-
iar stories, themes and tropes about being human 
and transforms them into that which is profoundly 
unfamiliar and novel, yet warm and comforting. Her 
observations about the changing landscape of our 
relationships, the country, the world and her own 
life clearly inform her work as a singer, songwriter, 
guitarist and tap dancer. 

For further information, call 255-1255 or visit 
www.gardinerlibrary.org.

 

Anime club at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will host another installment 
of anime club on Wednesday, August 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
Attendees are invited to watch the anime favorite, Po-
nyo while enjoying snacks and drawing and/or color-
ing characters from the movie. Drawing supplies will 
be provided, as well as popcorn and refreshments. 

The program takes place in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Maya Gold Foundation announces 
third teen trip to Nepal

The Maya Gold Foundation has announced its 
third trip to Nepal for Hudson Valley teens, Heart of 
Gold Adventures. In April of 2020, local teens will 
have the opportunity to join foundation team lead-
ers and co-founders Elise Gold and Mathew Swerdl-
off  for a two-week trip to Nepal.

The purpose of Heart of Gold Adventures is to of-
fer Hudson Valley teens an educational experience 
that includes cultural awareness and appreciation, 
service to others and the fun of adventure so they 
can be empowered to gain a greater sense of them-
selves and the world. Participants will develop a pas-
sion for exploration and community engagement, 
and learn skills to enable themselves to put their 
dreams into action.

Participants will work alongside leaders and youth 
from the Himalayan Children’s Charities (HCC), a Ne-
pali based organization that off ers much in the way 
of service, sustenance and enrichment for many 
young people in Nepal. They will work to reduce sex-
ual traffi  cking in Nepal by partnering with SASANE, 
a Nepali NGO that supports survivors of traffi  cking.

The trip will take place from April 4-18, 2020. The 
cost is $3,750 per person, including airfare, lodging, 
food, ground transportation, excursions, guide fees, 
and visa fees. Financial assistance is available pend-
ing eligibility; teens are encouraged to apply regard-
less of ability to pay. All teens selected will have sup-
port for fundraising for the trip.

 Visit the website to learn more and apply: http://
www.mayagoldfoundation.org/apply.

“Drinking liberally” event
at Huckleberry

The New Paltz Democratic Club will be hosting a 
“drinking liberally” event at Huckleberry in New Paltz 
on Thursday, August 22 at 7 p.m. Join fellow progres-
sives to discuss local, state and national politics. Learn 
how to get politically engaged or to meet fellow like-
minded people for a good conversation over drinks.

Senior outings

Seniors are invited to relive the Beatles movie Yes-
terday, as recreated into a contemporary fantasy. 
Sign-up for the bus that will leave the New Paltz Com-
munity Center on Wednesday, August 21 at 12:30 
p.m. for the 1 p.m. movie at the Rosendale Theatre.

If you would like to arrive earlier with your BYOL 
(bring your own lunch), you can enjoy it at the cen-
ter at noon, prior to the 12:30 p.m. boarding. 

Seniors are also invited to sign up at the New Paltz 
Community Center to hear the Hurley Mountain 
Highway band. A bus will leave the community cen-
ter on Saturday, August 24 at 4 p.m. for the concert 
at Thomas Bull Park in Montgomery from 5 to 7 p.m. 
The band will play some favorites from the 60’s, 70’s 
and beyond.

To sign up for the above events, call the commu-

nity center at 255-2512 or 255-3631. Seating is limited.

Race into autumn
at Mohonk Preserve

Lace up your running shoes and register now for 
the Pfalz Point Trail Challenge at Mohonk Preserve 
on Sunday, September 29, 2019. 

Run on ten miles of trails with broad open meadows, 
views, steep and rocky footpaths and gently rolling car-
riage roads. The course, which begins and ends at the 
Preserve’s Spring Farm Trailhead in High Falls, is clear-
ly marked and features four water stops.

All runners will receive a commemorative t-shirt 
and enjoy a free, post-race chili lunch sponsored by 
Main Street Bistro. Spectators and guests can enjoy 
the meal for an additional donation. Prizes will be 
awarded to the overall winners and winners in ten-
year age groups.

Proceeds from the race will benefi t Mohonk Pre-
serve. For a complete list of sponsors, visit www.mo-
honkpreserve.org/events/pptc-sponsorship.html.

A special discount on Preserve membership is be-
ing off ered for fi rst-time members who register for 
the race. Space is limited so sign up today at www.
mohonkpreserve.org/events/pptc.html.

And for a follow-up to the Pfalz Point Trail Chal-
lenge, check out Rock The Ridge, the Preserve’s 50-
mile endurance challenge which will take place on 
May 2, 2020. There’s plenty of time to train for the 
full 50 miles, or as part of a two or four-person relay 
team. Discounted early-bird registration ends on Au-

Getting ready for 
the Library Fair
in New Paltz

T
HE ELTING MEMORIAL Library’s 
63rd annual Library Fair will be 
held on September 21 and 22. The 
library is accepting donations of 

books, toys and jewelry. To make donation 
delivery easier, there will be three drop-off  
days in the library parking lot for donations 
of books, toys and jewelry: August 24, Sep-
tember 7 and 14. Volunteers will be avail-
able to help. 

Flea market drop-off  donations will only 
be accepted on September 7 and 14. 

The following is the general schedule/
guidelines for donations: 

• Books -- now until September 10 at 
the book shed and on August 24 and Sep-
tember 7 drop-off  days (clean and in good 
condition; no college or high school text 
books, Readers Digest condensed books, 
magazines or encyclopedias). 

• Toys -- now at the library circulation 
desk and on all drop-off  days (clean and gently used). 

• Jewelry -- now at the library circulation desk and on all drop-off  days. 
• Flea market -- donations only accepted from September 7 through 18 at the circulation desk. 

Clothing, bedding, furniture, pillows are not accepted. For your convenience, please utilize the 
Saturday September 7 and 14 drop off -days in the library parking lot. 

Check the website for library hours: www.eltinglibrary.org. 

LAUREN THOMAS

Jesse Cohen of Gardiner visited the New Paltz Library 
Fair last year on a quest for books on nature skills.

gust 30, so visit www.mohonkpreserve.org/rock-the-
ridge for more information and to sign up.

Mixer at Twin Star Orchards

Join the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Com-
merce on Thursday, August 22, 5:30 p.m., for its 
monthly mixer at Twin Star Orchard, located at 155 
North Ohioville Road in New Paltz.

While it’s not fall yet, apple picking season is quickly 
approaching, so what better way to kick it off  with a 
mixer where the “ugly apples taste better.” Encounter 
the countless rows of apple trees and a scenic pond 
with a variety of business professionals. With vast ex-
perience from diff erent fi elds, this is an opportunity to 
expand your network and learn something new. 

Sign up to attend; members are free and non-
members pay $15.

For more information and online registration, go 
to newpaltzchamber.org or call (845) 255-0243. 

317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ
Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card

RAYBRADLEYFARM.COM • 845.255.8769

COME HUNGRY, LEAVE HAPPY 
ALL WEEK LONG!

THURSDAY 8/15 - Italian Food Festival 6-9 PM
FRIDAY 8/16 - Happy Hour - Grilling! 5-8 PM

SATURDAY 8/17 - Free Tomato Tasting 1-4 PM

SUNDAY 8/18 - FISH FESTIVAL 12-3 PM
with Hudson Valley Seafood - Smoked 
Salmon Reuben / Fried Oyster Po'Boy  

w/potato pancakes and sides. Live Music!
Tickets at the door or online.
bradleyfarm.bigcartel.com

The Jewish Congregation of New Paltz 
invites you to our

Open House
Bagel Brunch

August 25th 
2019

10:00 am – 12:00 pm
At the JCNP Community Center

30 North Chestnut St., New Paltz

Bring friends and learn about our  
synagogue community, 

our Hebrew School and  
meet Rabbi Bill.

Bring your kids  
for arts & crafts.

Bring yourselves  
and enjoy brunch in our air 

conditioned community center. 

Please call 255-9817  
for more information.

Sponsored by the JCNP Membership  
and Hebrew School Committees and the 

Board of Trustees
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For all his claims about what 

he knows and his listening 

skills, Kenan Porter learned 

-- when he wasn’t talking over 

one or another board member 

-- that board members weren’t 

interested in being told by an 

applicant how they should 

conduct their meetings or 

follow the law. 

NEW PALTZ  | VILLAGE PLANNING BOARD

by Terence P Ward

C
LEMSON BROS BREWERY at the Gilded Ot-
ter owner Kenan Porter took a harder line 
at the August 6 New Paltz Village Planning 
Board meeting. Porter wants to add eight 

parking spots to the lot of the former Gilded Otter 
and also fence in the property to allow him to charge 
to leave a car there. Neighbors in the condominium 
complex just to the north are concerned that there's 
not enough buff er between the lots to support that 
idea. Porter's approach was to interrupt or talk over 
each of the board members while expounding on his 
ability to listen. He alternately asserted that he has 
the right to pave more of his lot even without their 
blessing and seemed to suggest that board members 
should approve his application based on the eco-
nomic impact of his business in the village. In the 
end, board members were not pressured to push the 
application through but did agree to open the public 
hearing at the August 20 meeting.

The revised plans Porter submitted indicate that 
a chain-link fence would be used to regulate traf-
fi c into the lot while allowing access for emergency 
vehicles. No additional landscaping was included, 
with Porter explaining that he felt simply designat-
ing the new spots as employee-only should reduce 
the impact of headlights hitting home windows. "I'm 
not very happy with the neighbors' position, but it's 
no big deal," he said. Whether more was expected 
to mitigate those concerns proved to be an area of 

deep contention for the entrepreneur, who gave this 
reporter the impression that he had considerable ex-
perience working through the planning process and 
that his experience had never before included any 
need to revise plans for any reason.

During public comment Chris White, representing 
the condominium board of Town and Country next 
door, reiterated much of what those neighbors had 

said before, mainly that the lights and noise from 
that lot are already bothersome and that adding val-
id parking even closer would only worsen a diffi  cult 
situation. While there is a wooded buff er of about a 
hundred feet, it's made up of deciduous trees that 
don't fully block those intrusions even in the fullness 
of summer. White didn't want any board member 
left with the impression that this was an "impenetra-
ble barrier."

Board member Tom Rocco fi xed on the buff er 
which already exists, and is entirely on Town and 
Country property, noted that he did not see that Por-
ter was "giving anything," and was instead "relying 
on their goodwill."

"In a perfect world we could all get what we want," 
Porter replied, going on to say that his business is 
important in the village. Many of his other proper-
ties have much less of a buff er, he added, although 
he wasn't asked if those buff ers are also with resi-
dential properties. He reminded board members 
that he'd previously off ered eight trees to bolster 
it. He claimed he'd received a "threatening" email 
from condominium board members who wanted 
more screening than that and said he was "not in 
a position to be strongarmed." At the last meeting, 
he sought the recusal of member Cody Schatzle, a 
Town and Country resident whose name was alleg-
edly mentioned in that email exchange. Schatzle is 
an alternate member of the Planning Board with no 
fi nancial ties to that organization.

Porter may later have regretted mentioning his of-

fer to adding those trees, as he'd actually removed 
those trees from the latest version of the plans and 
claimed it was because he wasn't specifi cally direct-
ed not to leave them. Digging in his heels, he said he 
intended on planting them but didn't want to add 
them back to the plans, because board members 
hadn't specifi cally asked him not to remove them. At 
one point he formally withdrew the suggestion, but 
chair Eve Walter explained to him that it's not actu-
ally his decision.

"I want to work with the village of New Paltz," Por-
ter said. He is improving a property that the former 
owners were not. He demanded that the applica-
tion be either approved or rejected, saying that he is 
"well within his rights" to pave the area regardless. At 
the same time, he touted the "benefi ts to the village" 
provided by that parking lot.

"If you want to pave, you are required to come to 
the Planning Board," said board attorney Rick Gold-
en.

"I know how this works," replied Porter.
For all his claims about what he knows and his lis-

tening skills, Porter learned -- when he wasn't talk-
ing over one or another board member -- that board 
members weren't interested in being told by an ap-
plicant how they should conduct their meetings or 
follow the law. Walter explained that she'd asked 
him to bring "some consideration" for the comments 
made by neighbors, rather than to simply remove el-
ements from the plan without justifi cation.

It seemed that Porter's resistance was based on 
not wanting to make a new plan revision, and he 
blamed board members for not specifi cally telling 
him not to remove the trees which were in the fi rst 
version. However White, from Town and Country, 
also questioned whether the site plan was valid as it 
was not prepared by a licensed professional. That's 
a question which was referred to attorney Golden, 
who said that diff erent parts of the zoning code have 
diff ering requirements. He will research the issue 
and return an answer. Additionally, it was pointed 
out to Porter that he'd made a mistake in referencing 
a chain-link fence when he actually meant a chain 
across the lone gate to the lot. Finally, board mem-
bers want the layout of the lot with dimensions so 
that they can analyze the traffi  c fl ow.

"I can draw it right now," Porter said.
"But you didn't," responded John Oleske. As with 

the trees, that detail was apparently removed from 
the fi rst version of the plan to the second. Oleske also 
had a problem with Porter asserting that doing noth-
ing would still leave neighbors with lights shining in 
their windows because people are already parking 
their cars in that area. He asked Porter to enforce the 
existing rules, but the business owner claimed that 
would require a fence. Other property owners in the 
village contract with towing companies to enforce 
parking regulations in private lots, but the point was 
not raised at the table.

"If you didn't own the business, I would recom-
mend someone else from your business come talk to 
us," Oleske told Porter at one point.

Despite the contentious manner in which the ap-
plicant conducted himself, board members agreed 
to open the public hearing on August 20. ++

Digging in
Public hearing to add eight parking spots at Clemson Bros Brewery at the Gilded Otter will open August 20

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

Our highly experienced staff tailors sessions to 
individual needs.  We include both traditional and 
innovative teaching styles.
Orthopedic and Swedish massage available,

discounted for Pilates of New Paltz students.

START TODAY! 
Call 845.255.0559
www.pi latesnewpaltz .com
12 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz

Pilates of New PaltzFEEL ENERGIZED!
Become stronger 

with PILATES

Bakery • Jane’s Ice Cream
OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30

Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

HOMEGROWN PRODUCE
PICKED EVERYDAY!

Corn, Tomatoes, Strawberries,
Cantaloupe, Watermelon 

& Much, Much More!

Summer Sale - All Pottery 20% Off!
Fresh-cut Sunflower & other flower

bouquets picked daily from our garden!
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N
EARLY 1,200 FIRST-YEAR students and 
850 transfer students will join the SUNY 
New Paltz community this fall, as the col-
lege prepares to welcome one of the most 

diverse and academically qualifi ed incoming classes 
in its history. 

For the third consecutive fall semester, New Paltz 
will exceed the 2,000 new incoming undergraduate 
student threshold, the largest numbers in the institu-
tion’s history. 

“It is a testament to SUNY New Paltz’s reputation 
and high-quality programs that we are able to achieve 
such recruiting success in today’s highly competitive 
market for talented students,” said L. David Eaton, 
vice president for enrollment management. “Our 
warm and welcoming on- and off -campus commu-
nities, high-quality academic and residential spaces, 
and superior location are important sources of insti-
tutional strength.”

This year’s incoming class extends the increasing 
racial and ethnic diversifi cation of the student popu-
lation at SUNY New Paltz. About 48 percent of in-
coming fi rst-year students are from traditionally un-
derrepresented demographic groups, as are about 
35 percent of incoming transfers.

For the second year in a row, the College will also 
see increases in the number of enrolled graduate 
students. About 400 new full- and part-time gradu-
ate students will begin taking the next step in their 
academic and professional journeys at New Paltz 
this fall. 

The SUNY New Paltz Welcome Week tradition 
returns with Moving-In Day on August 22 and the 
Convocation Ceremony and Picnic on August 23, as 
students, faculty, staff  and alumni come together to 
help new students and their families feel at home on 
campus. Returning students will continue to arrive 
through the weekend before classes begin on August 
26.

Here’s what else is happening at SUNY New Paltz 
this fall:

Engineering Innovation Hub opening 
SUNY New Paltz will open a new, state-of-the-art 

engineering building to students, faculty, staff , pub-
lic offi  cials and campus visitors at a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony this fall.

The Engineering Innovation Hub, a 20,000-square-
foot building located near Resnick Engineering Hall, 
was made possible by Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 
NYSUNY2020 grant competition, in which SUNY 
New Paltz was awarded $10 million for its plans to 
improve economic development in New York State. 

The building will serve as home to the College’s 
growing mechanical engineering program and will 
also house the Hudson Valley Advanced Manufactur-
ing Center, one of the most technologically advanced 
3D printing labs in the nation. 

Campus buildings renamed 
In early 2019, the SUNY New Paltz College Council 

and the SUNY Board of Trustees voted to change the 
names of fi ve residence halls and the campus dining 
hall. The following new building names took eff ect 
on August 5:

LAUREN THOMAS

Sylvia Thompson (on far right), gets some help from her family members as she moved into Esopus Hall on the SUNY 
New Paltz campus in 2017.

SUNY | NEW PALTZ

• Hasbrouck Dining Hall is now Peregrine Dining 
Hall

• Bevier Hall is now Minnewaska Hall
• Crispell Hall is now Ashokan Hall
• Deyo Hall is now Awosting Hall
• Dubois Hall is now Mohonk Hall
• Lefevre Hall is now Shawangunk Hall
The decision to rename these buildings followed 

nearly two years of research and inclusive dialogue, 
initiated by President Donald P. Christian and led 
by the Diversity & Inclusion Council. The process 
involved a broad constituency of students, faculty, 
staff , alumni, the College Council, campus leader-
ship and community stakeholders, including Hu-
guenot descendants and Historic Huguenot Street 
leadership. 

The Diversity & Inclusion Council ultimately rec-
ommended that changing the building names would 

On the move
SUNY New Paltz to welcome more than 2,000 fi rst-year and transfer students 

       back to school

position the college to better serve the needs of an 
increasingly diverse student population. President 
Christian supported this recommendation and advo-
cated strongly for its approval by the College Council 
and Board of Trustees.

Consistent with its mission as an academic institu-
tion, a contemplative space will be created on cam-
pus (fall 2020) to present a more complete history 
of the college. That includes the history and lasting 
impacts of slavery, especially northern slavery, the 
contributions of enslaved Africans and their descen-
dants, the history and legacy of indigenous people 
before and after European settlement and the many 
positive contributions of Huguenot descendants to 
civic and educational life in New Paltz and beyond.

To learn more about the renaming of Peregrine 
complex buildings, please visit https://www.new-
paltz.edu/renaming.

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 
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Hostel approved
(Continued from page 1) 

property.
The original application would have relied on 

restaurant employees in a diff erent building on the 
same property to keep an eye on things, but there 
was no enthusiasm to approve lodgings with no 
more supervision than rooms rented out through an 
online brokerage site such as airbnb.com. Hussain 
will instead have to pay a staff  person to be on the 
premises whenever rooms are rented. The house 
will have four rooms for rent, with the maximum 
stay for any one guest being two weeks.

Hussain’s approval also allows her to remove one 
of the rows of planters in front of the restaurant in 

Variances 
needed
Discussions continue for a 
three-story building on Main 
Street in New Paltz

by Terence P Ward

R
EPLACING THE OLD Moxie Cupcake build-
ing at 184 Main Street in New Paltz with a 
three-story restaurant and hotel with out-
door dining and roof deck is going to take 

some variances, including one that’s particularly 
diffi  cult to obtain. New Paltz Village Planning Board 
members agreed to hold off  on reviewing the appli-
cation, reasoning that if the use variance is not ap-
proved, the application will have to be changed sig-
nifi cantly. The use variance is for the hotel portion, 
which is not allowed in the B-1 limited use district.

Milton resident Violet Jamal seeks to build a 
twelve-room, two-story hotel atop a first-floor res-
taurant on the lot sandwiched between Convenient 
Deli and the Awareness Shop. In order to secure a use 
variance at the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), Jamal 
must pass a four-part test. She must show that she 
“cannot realize a reasonable rate of return” without 
the hotel and that the lack of return is “substantial” 
according to state guidelines. This hardship must be 
unique to this property and not shared among other 
lots in the zone. Jamal must provide evidence that 
approving a variance to allow a hotel “will not alter 

LAUREN THOMAS

A new hostel has been approved for 12 Plattekill Avenue to be used by the new owners of the Village Tea Room. 

LAUREN THOMAS

Developers want to turn the former Moxie Cupcake building into a first-floor restaurant with a two-story boutique hotel 
with a rooftop deck and a view of the Ridge.

the essential character of the neighborhood,” and 
also prove that this hardship is not self-created. At-
torney Rick Golden, who advises both boards, noted 
that this is a diffi  cult test to pass.

On the other hand, Planning Board member Tom 
Rocco reported that comments from the Historic 
Preservation Commission were quite positive. The 

architecture is intended to refl ect the 19th-century 
aesthetic more common farther downtown, with 
arched windows and wrought-iron features. Plan-
ning Board members will consider the whole pack-
age if and when ZBA approval is secured for a num-
ber of requested variances. ++

order to provide parking for the new use. The cop-
per beech tree which former owner Agnes Devereux 
protected with these planters will now have vehicles 
parked within its drip line, which compacts soil and 

prevents air, nutrients and water from reaching 
the roots, possibly killing it over a period of years. 
The tree appears to be outside the auspices of the 
Shade Tree Commission, which include certain trees 
within 20 feet of a public roadway. No one spoke at 
the public hearing for the application, for the tree or 
otherwise. ++
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LLOYD  | TOWN BOARD

by Terence P Ward

T
OWN OF LLOYD engineer Ray Jurkowski 
addressed the question of capacity in the 
town's water and sewer systems at the Aug. 
7 town council meeting. There are several 

large projects which have either been approved or 
are under review, and council member Joseph Maz-
zetti had expressed concern. Mazzetti was not pres-
ent to hear the results, which in short were that 
there's still plenty of room to grow as far as the pipes 
and plants are concerned.

Jurkowski explained for the newer council mem-
bers that town water mostly comes from reservoirs 
and the Hudson, with a steady stream from some 
wells supplementing that supply. Well water doesn't 
require treatment, reservoir water must be treated 
because it's exposed to whatever might fall into it, 
and river water takes the most eff ort to bring up to 
drinking standards. It's also costlier because it must 
be pumped to the treatment plant. All the water 
needed is treated during a single work shift when 
workers can produce over a million gallons a day 
of drinking water. The average daily fl ow in town is 
about half that right now, and Jurkowski calculates 
that with Mountain Woods, Dollar General, Views of 
Highland, Village of the Hudson Valley, and Falcon 
Ridge in the mix there would still be 32% of capacity 
left, enough to supply about 600 homes. The Wine 
Village project was not included as it's not clear 
when that will move forward.

Past 2025, the engineer warned, a second shift at 
the water treatment plant will be needed in any case. 
The fi ltration system also needs to be replaced, as it's 
past its useful life and is much less effi  cient than it 
once was: 2.1 million gallons a day is the maximum 
now when it was originally projected to be able to 
handle three or four million gallons.

Wastewater treatment is at 60% of the plants 1.7 
million-gallon capacity per day, and when it hits 85% 
state offi  cials will require a plan to upgrade or re-
place the system. The projects in the queue would 
likely exceed that, but not before the plant's useful 
life is surpassed in any case.

Jurkowski also spoke to the Falcon Ridge proposal 
specifi cally. Developers would have to add pump 
stations to town specifi cations, but how to hook into 
the sewer system for the project on Upper North 
Road might be a challenge as some of the existing 
lines are old and in need of improvement regardless. 
The price tag for the developer to plug is estimated 
to run as high as $5.6 million. ++

Tillson Avenue project
could begin soon

Engineer Tom Baird told Lloyd Town Board mem-
bers last week that they are "very close" to complet-
ing the land acquisition needed to straighten out the 
Tillson Avenue intersection with Route 9W. Only fi ve 
agreements out of 23 remain to be fi nalized.

Baird advised that construction could happen next 

year, and would be completed in one season. One 
time-saving measure under consideration would see 
Tillson closed entirely for at least two weeks, which 
would cut a full month off  the total construction 
time versus allowing traffi  c on one lane at a time. 
That would require approval by state offi  cials.

-- Terence P Ward

Not taken for granted

Former secretary to the Lloyd town supervisor 
Kate Jonietz will not be hired to administer several 
ongoing grants to completion, despite warnings by 
town volunteers and consultants that if the paper-
work isn't fi led timely, the taxpayers could be stuck 
footing the bill. These are reimbursement grants, 
which mean town funds have already been used to 
do the work and it's reimbursed as paperwork is sub-
mitted. Not fi ling timely could well mean that state 
offi  cials reject the claims and the money never turns 
up. Engineer Tom Baird of Barton and Loguidice 
was asked about his fi rm's experience administering 
grants; they do this work, he said, and charge $120 
per hour. Jonietz wants $75 an hour, and outgoing 
supervisor Paul Hansut said that his successor could 
choose another track once the offi  ce changes hands 
in January.

With only four council members present, the vote 
to hire Jonietz failed on a tie. The Democrats on 
the board instead asked building department head 
Dave Barton if he would consider doing the work. 
Deputy supervisor Leonard Auchmoody expressed 
some surprise, as Barton had told them earlier in 
the meeting that he was having diffi  culty hiring a re-
placement deputy in his own department and was 
thus very busy, but Barton nevertheless said he was 
open to the idea. Barton had used his workload to 
justify not having time to work on administering the 
long-ignored town aff ordable housing law. The spe-

Room to grow
How much more development can the water and sewer systems handle in Lloyd?

cifi cs of the grant administration arrangement will 
be discussed at the next meeting.

-- Terence P Ward

Senior citizens face eviction

Construction to expand Village View in the Town 
of Lloyd has been halted by state offi  cials, and town 
building department head Dave Barton warned 
that if the owners cannot demonstrate that the fi re 
sprinklers work by this past Thursday, then all the 
residents will have to move out. The doubling of 
the facility's space was fi rst proposed in 2015, when 
owner Phillip Schonberger claimed a hardship be-
cause state offi  cials had granted their application 
to add 33 beds. He was vague at that meeting when 
asked about health code violations. The variances 
were nevertheless granted; it's nearly unheard of 
for any development project to be rejected by either 
the Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals. It 
appears that state offi  cials are comfortable breaking 
with local tradition.

-- Terence P Ward
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Green goals
(Continued from page 1) 

checks totaling $26,623.28 to Liany Seweryn. The 
money held by the NPCF had come from the Mc-
Bride Endowment, Bruce McKinney, the Mohonk 
Preserve and a variety of smaller donors.

“New Paltz Community Foundation, Inc. was 
pleased to be able to again serve as a conduit for an 
important project in the Village and Town of New 
Paltz,” Gulbrandsen Glenn said of the project com-
ing to an end with the funds transfer.

The Millbrook Preserve comprises 134 acres of 
land to be kept forever wild, located partly in the Vil-
lage of New Paltz and partly in the Town of New Paltz 

and stretching from behind Duzine Elementary School 
to the grounds of Woodland Pond. According to its mis-
sion statement, it was “created to preserve open space; 
conserve biodiversity and wildlife habitats; to allow the 
existing natural systems to provide fl ood protection, 
erosion control, drainage and other natural functions; 
and to provide recreational and educational opportu-
nities for residents and visitors.”

In an offi  cial statement expressing its gratitude for 
NPCF’s assistance, MBPI outlined its projected next 
steps. These include relieving the Town and Village 
of the day-to-day details of management; fundraising 
for permitted improvements and programs; recruit-
ing volunteers; establishing the preserve entrances 
with clear signage; opening more parking and creat-
ing access that minimizes impact on the surrounding 
neighborhoods; and updating the website to include 
a calendar of events. The latter may include BioBlitz-
style citizen science opportunities, walks led by nat-
uralists/biologists, volunteer trail days, fundraising 
events and public forums.

Longer-term goals outlined in the Millbrook Pre-
serve Management Plan include improving the exist-
ing trail system via strategically placed interpretive 
and locational signage, along with enhancements 
such as kiosks, observation platforms, wooden 
bridges over streams and bog bridges over marshy 
areas. A map of the established trails can be down-
loaded at http://millbrookpreserve.org/trail-map. 
Residents interested in volunteering with MBPI are 
asked to e-mail Julie Seyfert Lillis at executivedirec-
tor@millbrookpreserve.org. ++

Longer-term goals outlined in the 

Millbrook Preserve Management 

Plan include improving the existing 

trail system via strategically placed 

interpretive and locational signage, 

along with enhancements such 

as kiosks, observation platforms, 

wooden bridges over streams and 

bog bridges over marshy areas.

an emailed request for comment. “It was not alleged 
that I did that on purpose. It was a mistake. How-
ever, judges are held to very high standards. I accept 
responsibility. I had intended to retire as town jus-
tice and did so rather than litigate.”

The original complaint brought against Katz pro-
vides some details about a divorce which appears 
to have been contentious, at least at that time. Katz 
fi led a motion in August 2017 requesting that the wife 
be given sole custody of the home while the divorce 
was being litigated, but that motion was denied by 
Judge Marianne Mizel. On November 23 of that year, 
it’s alleged the husband “threw heavy boxes” at the 
wife while she was climbing the basement stairs, and 
then held the door shut to prevent her escape. Katz 
brought a motion in family court four days later, ask-
ing for an order of protection. Judge Keri Savona de-
nied that motion. The wife fi led a complaint with New 
Paltz police about the same incident on November 30, 
prompting offi  cers to seek a judge’s signature on an ar-
rest warrant (for harassment) and order of protection. 
It was by signing these documents as town justice that 
Katz made the mistake to which he admits.

Per the complaint fi led by Robert Tembeckjian 
of the commission, the husband’s attorney — Bruce 
Blatchly, a town justice in Gardiner — advised Katz 
of the error, and Katz, in turn, advised police to ask 
James Bacon to handle the arraignment. Signing the 
documents without ensuring that the warrant was 
“facially suffi  cient” or determining that there was 
good cause for the temporary order of protection 
constituted one cause in the complaint against him. 
The other stems from the fact that he continued to 
represent the wife in the divorce for nearly a year 
“notwithstanding that … the judge presiding … ques-
tioned the propriety of [Katz] continuing to repre-
sent [the wife] under the circumstances.”

The penalties for violating these rules can include 
admonishment, censure or removal from offi  ce. In 
settling the matter, Katz agreed not only to resign 
but never again to “seek nor accept judicial offi  ce at 
any time in the future.” To do otherwise would be 
to reopen this matter for a hearing before a referee.

The New Paltz Town Board conducted interviews 
for a new town justice at a special meeting on August 
12. The board is expected to announce the name of 
the new town justice at its meeting on Thursday, Au-
gust 15. ++

Katz
(Continued from page 1) 
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Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 
who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and backed 
by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?
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Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 
a member of Westchester Medical Center 
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at HAHV.org/ER30
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COUNTY | NOTES

Kingston man accused of murder
A Kingston man was charged with second-degree 

murder after the body of a 58-year-old homeless 
man was found in a wooded area under a tarp near 
a bike and pedestrian trail just off  the Thruway Exit 
19 traffi  c circle Sunday night.

According to Ulster town police, at about 8 p.m. on 
August 11, police got the call reporting the body. The 
victim was identifi ed as Guy Andradez, 58, who had 
previously lived in Bloomington. Police launched an 
immediate investigation; personnel from numerous 
agencies set up a command center at the traffi  c circle 

and conducted an extensive search of the vicinity.
Police said their investigation led to the arrest of 

Lance J. Ferguson, 36, of Kingston. Police said he 
was found in Kingston and arrested without incident.

Ferguson was charged with murder and with the fel-
onies of fourth-degree criminal possession of a weap-
on, concealment of a human corpse, and tampering 
with physical evidence. He was arraigned on Monday 
night and held pending a court appearance Tuesday.

The thickets near the traffi  c circle and along the 
banks of the Esopus Creek have become a haven for 
some of Kingston’s homeless population. Some have 
pitched tents or even built crude dwellings in the area. 
On July 15, Andradez was arrested and charged with 
felony assault after, police said, he beat another man 
with a frying pan in the same wooded area off  the path.

Bearsville foreclosure sale

Earlier this month, a notice appeared on the bul-
letin board of the Woodstock Library concerning the 
Bearsville property once owned by Albert Gross-
man, housing the Bear Café, which has been closed 
most of this year, along with the nearby Bearsville 
Theater, Utopia Soundstage and Peterson House.

The notice announces a 10 a.m. Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4, foreclosure sale at the front lobby of the 
Ulster County courthouse, 285 Fair Street, Kingston, 
on the property known for years as the Bearsville 

Complex, around 291 Tinker Street. The July 10 fore-
closure action was fi led with the county clerk’s of-
fi ce on July 17, with Rondout Savings Bank as plaintiff  
and a long list of entities served, including Bearsville 
Associates LLC, Koala Bear Ltd, Pah-hah Inc., The 
Peterson House at the Woodstock Commune LLC, 
John E. Kirkpatrick, The Bear Café Restaurant, The 
Bearsville Theater, and renters on the property and 
others — many of them contractors who had worked 
on recent renovations at the complex. Kirkpatrick 
and his companies are the current owners.

In recent weeks, Kirkpatrick’s properties in Bears-
ville — a 15.32 acre streamside former farm devel-
oped into a complex of restaurants, housing, a video 
studio and theater by Grossman — were moving to-
wards a sales contract under the guidance of Win 
Morrison Real Estate. As of May 28, the Bear Café 
and its accompanying buildings had been listed for 
sale for $2,990,000.

Coleman Catholic closing

After 50 years if operation in the Kingston area, John 
A. Coleman Catholic High School will shut its doors 
for good at the end of the month. The closure was an-
nounced in an August 1 letter from Bryan Smith, presi-
dent of the school’s board of trustees.

“Dear Coleman Families,” read the letter. “It is with 
deep regret that the board of trustees of John A. Cole-
man Catholic High School announces that our beloved 
school will complete its mission and close its doors on 
August 30, 2019.” Coleman Catholic opened in 1966.

While it thrived through the next two decades, enroll-
ment issues began long before the decision was made to 
shutter the school. While a fundraising eff ort kept things 
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going after the Archdiocese of New York withdrew its 
support back in 2001, an incoming freshman class of just 
nine students prompted the decision to close.

Kelly Culver, an English teacher at Coleman since 
the fall of 2007, said she was less surprised by the 
school’s closure than by the timing, coming around a 
month before the beginning of the new school year. 
“You can’t help but notice that the number of stu-
dents is dropping,” she said. “And we all knew that 
there were fi nancial concerns. But I don’t think that 
we expected it quite so soon. I thought that we had 
another year to try and turn things around.”

NY  |  RIO  |  BRAZIL  |  845 256 0620  | 845 430 2739
Located in Historical District on 5 Mulberry Street, New Paltz, NY
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GARDINER  | PLACE

by Frances Marion Platt

C
HANGE IS GOOD, we tell ourselves. Change 
is healthy and necessary. And it’s not nice 
or fair to blame the Millennial generation 
every time a product we’ve relied on for 

years is discontinued, or a favorite local shop or eat-
ery goes under, or its owners decide to retire. And 
yet, a little piece of us dies each time that happens. 
So there’s something tonic in remembering and cel-
ebrating the long-running businesses that show no 
sign of slowing down or going away, but rather are 

being discovered by new generations and visitors 
with the same enthusiasm already shared by old-
timers.

In our neck of the woods, an obvious example 
is the Mountain Brauhaus: the German restaurant 
at the western terminus of Route 299 that sturdily 
weathered the long years when German cuisine 
was considered too heavy and passé, and that now 
serves as a beacon for the current revival of inter-
est in the culinary traditions of Bavaria. Several new 
restaurants serving similar fare have opened in the 
mid-Hudson in recent years, and done quite well; 
but the number of cars packing the parking lot up at 
the Brauhaus on weekends never seems to diminish.

In fact, the Ruoff  family, who have run the restau-
rant since its founding by great-uncle Emil in 1955, 
are planning to expand their parking capacity within 
the next two years. They recently purchased the lot 
across the street, on the northeast corner of the in-
tersection of Routes 44/55 and 299, from the Open 
Space Institute (OSI), which had acquired the prop-
erty to protect the “gateway to the Gunks” from un-
sightly development.

It says a lot about the Ruoff s’ commitment to re-
sponsible stewardship that OSI felt comfortable 
passing off  this vulnerable piece of property to a 
commercial enterprise. As presented to the Gardin-
er Planning Board last month, the plan is to use the 
lot for overfl ow parking for restaurant patrons and 
employees, with half a dozen spaces set aside for 
short-term visitors to check out a tourism informa-
tion kiosk that OSI will erect there. The lot will not 
be paved except at the road entrances, and it will be 
landscaped.

This move is but one in a long series of incremental 
improvements to the Brauhaus over the last several 
years that have been so subtle that many longtime 

Gemütlichkeit in the Gunks
Next generation of Ruoff s in training to run the Mountain Brauhaus
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The Ruoff  and Casey families of the Mountain Brauhaus Restaurant, top row left to right: Veronica and Mark Ruoff  with baby August John,  Kevin Casey and Oliver Casey. Bottom row, 
left to right: Silvia Ruoff , Margarete Ruoff , Ilka Casey, Morgan Casey and Piper Casey.
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patrons think of the place as never having been reno-
vated. Though the “Alpine” interior wood paneling 
maintains a corny-but-comforting sense of continu-
ity, in many other ways the restaurant has changed 
with the times. Those who recall the cramped rest-
rooms of years past can now luxuriate in the updat-
ed ones made possible by the extension of a hallway 
on the eastern end of the building. Old windows 
were replaced with more thermally effi  cient ones 
and insulation added to the attic, making the dining 
room a cozier place to sit on a winter’s evening. The 
bar was rebuilt as well, though its décor retains the 
sense of Bavarian kitsch that lets you know you’ve 
come home to the mountains after you’ve been away 
for a while.

Gemütlichkeit radiates around this place, as sure 
a draw for return visits as the consistently superb 
(though not always traditionally German) food. The 
Ruoff  family and their staff  have always had a knack 
for making their diverse clientele feel welcome, 
whether it’s for a full meal in the dining room or 
drinks and snacks at the bar. Friendly, personable 
bartenders (who also happen to be great mixologists) 
and a terrifi c selection of German and other beers on 
tap and in bottles make the Brauhaus the neighbor-
hood tavern of choice for many Gardinerites, who 
share the space with plenty of out-of-towners who 
know the place by reputation -- especially among 
rock climbers, who have been a mainstay of the cus-
tomer base since the 1950s. It is said that the chris-
tening of the informal climbers’ campground near 
the Trapps Bridge as “Camp Slime” was actually a 
humorous homage to their favorite watering hole 
and its original proprietor, “Slime” being “Emil’s” 
rendered backwards.

Emil Ruoff  and his two brothers came to the US 
from Bodelshausen in southern Germany around 
1917. Emil established a tavern at another site on 
Route 44/55 before building the core of what would 
become the Brauhaus: a modest rectangular struc-
ture that second-generation owner Margarete Ruoff  
calls “the diner on the corner.” Originally named the 
Sugar Bowl, it was conceived as a ‘50s-style road-
house serving burgers and shakes and other “Ameri-
can” fare to hungry climbers and hikers. But the Ger-
man DNA of its owner/operators kept creeping in; a 
vintage menu framed on the wall of the restaurant 
shows the word “sauerbraten” typed in at the bot-
tom as an afterthought.

Emil Ruoff  sold what had become the Mountain 
Brauhaus to his brother Eugen and his wife Rosa in 
1963. Their son John eventually married Margarete, 
who immigrated to the US from a farm in north-
ern Germany in the early ‘60s. According to their 
daughter, Ilka Casey, in the Old Country Margarete 
had attended kochschule, a sort of “apprenticeship 
to become a farm wife” where she learned cooking 
and sewing. But Margarete had other ideas, despite 
being engaged to be married to a local farmer. “She 
came by herself, she just sailed away,” Ilka relates. 
“She wanted to come to America for one year and 
make a lot of money.” Working at the Brauhaus, she 
met and fell and love with John Ruoff , went back to 
Germany for a while, broke up with her fi ancé and 
came back. “It was a real love story,” says Ilka of her 
parents’ lengthy courtship.

“Oma” Margarete is an 80-year-old widow now, 
but her eyes still light up and her voice goes soft 
when she speaks of her “Johnny.” Together they 
raised four children, mostly on the premises, while 
managing the Brauhaus following Eugen and Rosa’s 
retirement. “My mother used to remark that the 
restaurant was being run by a farmer, a mechanic, 
a housewife and an accountant,” Ilka recalls. “No-
body was a trained restaurateur – although in Ger-
many, in their homes people have a gastwirtschaft 
[informal tavern] and invite people in.” Among her 
many duties, Margarete initiated the practice of hav-
ing the female waitstaff  wear traditional dirndls, and 
eventually took over sewing them – a responsibility 
she still holds to this day. She also lent a hand in the 
kitchen when needed; until satisfi ed that a new chef 
was fully broken in, “She insisted that she cook ev-
ery schnitzel,” Ilka notes.

One of those cooks, hired in 1998 and taking 
over as head chef in 2002, caught the eye of daugh-
ter Ilka, who put in her time waiting on tables on 
school vacations. His name is Kevin Casey; he’s still 
the genius in the Brauhaus kitchen, whipping up all 
manner of exotic seasonal specials along with tradi-
tional German fare, and he and Ilka now have three 
children: Morgan, 8, Piper, 13, and Oliver, 16, who 

recently began working as a busboy. Oliver shrugs 
shyly when asked what his ultimate career plans 
might be. “I don’t think he sees himself in a manage-
ment role long-term,” says Ilka. “The girls are more 
envisioning it.”

Of the third generation of the Brauhaus family 
business, two siblings have mostly fl own the coop: 
Sister Karin Ruoff  Skalla runs a farm in Saugerties, 
but takes care of the gorgeous exterior landscaping 
and provides the fl owers that Margarete makes into 
table arrangements. Brother Eugene Ruoff  works as 
an engineer; “When something breaks down, we call 
him in,” Ilka says. Both she and her other brother, 
Mark Ruoff , toyed for a while with the notion that 
they might pursue careers other than running the 
family restaurant. Ilka studied fi lm, English and ex-
ercise science at Ithaca College, and then spent a 
summer at the Finger Lakes School of Massage. She 
maintained a sideline as a certifi ed professional mas-
seuse until her children were born.

For his part, Mark spent a number of years as a 
world-class biathlon competitor, even choosing his 
college, Northern Michigan University, because of 

the sport. He got a degree in International Stud-
ies while participating in national championships 
and world junior championships -- even Olympic 
trials for the biathlon, twice. “That was my life for 
a while,” Mark says. Many know him today as the 
prime mover behind the Shawangunk Nordic Ski As-
sociation.

But when their father John fl oated the idea of retir-
ing and selling off  the Brauhaus in the late 1990s, it 
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was Mark who most wanted to take up the mantle 
of keeping the business in the family. In 2009, he, 
Ilka and Kevin formally assumed ownership, joined 
more recently as a full partner by Mark’s wife Veron-
ica. This was another case of on-the-job romance: A 
fi ne art photographer, Veronica O’Keefe was work-
ing as a bartender at the Brauhaus while pursuing 
her degree at SUNY New Paltz, and Mark was smit-
ten. They now have added two new members to the 
fourth generation of what can only be termed, at this 
point, the Brauhaus dynasty: Silvia, 3, and August, 1.

When the little ones aren’t running her off  her 
feet, Veronica takes care of paperwork and graphic 
design for the business. “I’m still in charge of design-
ing our special cocktail,” she says with pride. (It’s 
currently the Berry Picker: puréed local blueberries, 
freshly squeezed lemonade, Beacon-sourced Maid of 
the Meadow Honey Vodka and citrus bitters.) “This 
place is like another baby. It’s very demanding.” 
Mark is to be found most often behind the bar, Ilka 
in the dining room and Kevin in the kitchen; “Every-
body just does whatever it takes to get it done,” Ilka 
says.

But what if the youngest crop of kids don’t want 
to take over when their turn comes? “They’re cer-
tainly going to grow up exposed to this experience. 
They’re not going to dodge it,” says Mark. “But it’s 
important that they know they can do it their own 
way,” Ilka adds. “We’re not at the point of thinking 
we want to get rid of it. We still like it.” “It’s a good 
meeting ground,” adds Margarete. Says Mark, “We 
are in it for the long haul.”

The Mountain Brauhaus is open from 11:30 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday, 11:30 a.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. Sunday, closed Monday and Tuesday 
(and typically for about a month each year from 
Christmas week until late January). Both lunch and 
dinner menu items are available all day and evening. 
Vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free options are always 
available. For reservations, call (845) 255-9766. To 
view the full menu plus seasonal specials, visit www.
mountainbrauhaus.com. ++
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Community playground build

It takes a village, and we need your support! Our 
playground in Hasbrouck Park is at the end of its ser-
viceable life and we are asking for volunteers to help 
rebuild it just like we did 25 years ago. Our Village 
Board had our DPW assess the playground’s condi-
tion in 2015, which is what put this plan into motion. 

Many may remember in 1994, our community came 
together to build our playground, and we’re asking for 
help again, so we and future generations can enjoy the 
park. The Village Board is working with the same com-
pany that managed the community build 25 years ago 
-- they were also the lowest bid for the new equipment 
-- and they are an incredible resource, but the real work 
will be done by us. It’s a true community eff ort.

Over the last two-and-a-half decades, diff erent play-
ground features would require DPW maintenance as 
they aged. But over time, some features became too 
diffi  cult to patch back together and eventually needed 
to be removed. We also have been managing frayed 
and splintered wood, which has been a hazard. 

This is an enormous undertaking. The Village DPW 
will begin prepping the existing playground site start-
ing 9/16. The following week, beginning in the after-
noon on Tuesday 9/24 through Sunday, 9/29, it will be 
all hands on deck. We need people not to think about 
whether they’re available to volunteer but whether 
they are able to do more than one shift. When you see 
your friend in the grocery store, strolling on Hugue-
not Street or the River-to-Ridge trail, hopefully you 
will not be asking whether they are volunteering, but 
which time slot they signed up for. 

This is a “few times every century” project. Once 
a generation, we come together as a community and 
give our time and energy to a project of joy. As we 
recruit volunteers, some folks tell us about their ex-
perience with the last community build. It is sweet to 
see the history of our community through the lens of 
this playground: people who were too young to par-
ticipate last time are excited to contribute; parents 
whose children have grown up conjure memories of 
building the existing playground; and leaders of the 
last build lend their advice, joking about organizing 
a project of this magnitude before cell phones, Face-
book and online sign-up forms.

We are excited to come together as a community 
for this playground build and look forward to even 
more memories that will be made at Hasbrouck Park.

The sign up sheet can be found here: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m /

go/8050945a5a829a5fc1-community
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 

us at HasParkPlayground@villageofnewpaltz.org. 
Mayor Tim Rogers, Deputy Mayor KT Tobin 

Trustees Alexandria Wojcik, Michele Zipp
and Bill Murray

New Paltz

I am sickened and appalled 

I have been a mental health nurse for 25 years. I am 
also a certifi ed elementary school teacher, as well as 
a mother and grandmother. I know, without a doubt, 
that kind, loving care for our children is natural and 
necessary for their healthy development.

I’m am sickened and appalled and I object to the 
treatment that refugee children are receiving at our 
borders while in U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
custody. My heart breaks every time I hear or read 
about the conditions in these “concentration camps.” 
Children in cages separated from their families, in 
unhygienic conditions sanctioned with no soap. Chil-
dren are lying naked or with dirty diapers all alone 
for hours and days on end! According to a 7/9/19 ar-
ticle in the New York Times:”But a review of the opera-
tions of the Clint station, near El Paso’s eastern edge, 
shows that the agency’s leadership knew for months 
that some children had no beds to sleep on, no way 
to clean themselves and sometimes went hungry. Its 
own agents had raised the alarm and found them-
selves having to accommodate even more new arriv-
als.”

I am a mandated reporter. If I went into a home 
as a mental health nurse and found these condi-
tions were present, I would be mandated to call 
Child Protective Services and report this deplorable 
level of abuse and neglect immediately! The psy-
chological toll of this level of trauma being infl icted 
on these children is horrendous.

I call on all mandated reporters and all people 
with a conscious! Make the call now! Do some-
thing.... we must stop this cruelty, reunite the chil-
dren with their families and act like the caring, 
humane, intelligent people we know we are! Here 
are a few ideas suggested by Clara Long, the act-
ing deputy Washington director at Human Rights 
Watch; and Elora Mukherjee, clinical professor of 
law and director of the Immigrants’ Rights Clinic at 
Columbia Law School: 1.) Contact your local repre-
sentatives and demand that they direct immigration 
agencies to make release of asylum seekers, rather 
than detention, the norm; 2.) Congress should en-
sure that appropriately trained and licensed pro-
fessionals are making child welfare decisions -- not 
border agents; 3.) Continue to rally, protest, write 
letters, hold vigils, make phone calls and write e-
mails until all children and families receive the pro-
fessional, humane and compassionate treatment 
they deserve after fl eeing horrors to get here.

Jo Shuman
Cottekill

Fingers 

Shortly after the El Paso shooting, presumably 
intended to kill Mexicans, Alan Chartock of WAMC 
fame stated that in many countries, “tens of thou-
sands of people would have taken to the streets.” 

In New Paltz last week, a small but stalwart group 
did demonstrate in front of Elting Library. The signs 
they carried were mostly non-confrontational, such 
as: “Make America Grateful Again,” and a bit more 
pointedly, “Bigotry at the Top will Not Defi ne Us.” 

Despite a handful of middle fi ngers directed at us, 
many passersby gave thumbs-up and broad smiles. 
People of color seemed particularly pleased with 
the support. The majority, however, averted their 
eyes in stony silence. 

When we discussed our action with a nurse at a 
local health clinic, which treats predominately His-
panics in New Paltz, she was particularly pleased. 
But she shared that many of her patients are reluc-
tant to even see their doctors out of fear of ICE.

 Wouldn’t it be great if tens of thousands do come 
out in solidarity?!

 Dan and Ann Guenther
 New Paltz

Thank you Ulster County
Executive Pat Ryan 

The cancellation of the band Confederate Rail-
road by Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan is a singu-
larly fantastic use of the power of the offi  ce for the 
common good of the citizens of Ulster County. The 
Ulster County executive is not telling us what music 
we must listen to, but standing up to the symbols 
that the band displays. These symbols represent 
hate, racism, slavery and treason against the United 
States. Mr. Ryan is saying that this type of symbol-
ism does not belong at our county fair. In addition, 
since 2015, the Ulster County Fair Committee has 
banned the sale of “stars and bars” Confederate 
symbol merchandise. Finally, it appears that Mr. 
Ryan is not alone in helping promote decency at 
our fair. The Governor of Illinois recently cancelled 
a performance by this band at the Illinois State Fair 
for exactly the same reasons.

David Sides
Gardiner

Volunteer to help build
the new playground

Michele Zipp and Alex Wojcik seem to be off  to 
a great start as trustees of the Village of New Paltz 
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and they deserve the support and well wishes of ev-
ery village resident. They certainly have mine.

In addition to serving on the board, trustees serve 
as liaisons to the village’s committees, commissions 
and boards. Twice a month, there were three eve-
ning meetings on my calendar, and I suspect that our 
newest trustees face similar responsibilities. 

That makes it all the more notable that Ms. Zipp 
has taken responsibility for recruiting volunteers to 
build the new playground at Hasbrouck Park. Thank 
you Michele! 

 Anyone wanting to volunteer and support Michele 
Zipp in this eff ort can contact HasParkPlayground@
villageofnewpalz.org. 

Donald Kerr 
New Paltz

United States Civil War

I’m about to bore you with numbers and statistics 
that have no faces, that do not bleed, and you won’t 
hear their dying cries as they’re being killed by mass 
murders, nor the wails of their loved ones. Few of 
us have the tolerance for facts anymore, after being 
infected by the virus of non-truth generated in our 
political system. Combine that with the internet rais-
ing to the second power the amount of information 
thrown at us. Our memory chips are overloaded. 
Still, I’m so angry that I’m going to throw this at you 
and the wall to see if anything sticks. 

“As of August 4, 2019, 248 mass shootings have oc-
curred in 2019 that fi t the inclusion criteria of this 
article. This averages out to 1.2 shootings per day. 
In these shootings, 979 people were shot; of those 
people, 246 have died.” 

“Gun Violence Archive,” a nonprofi t research 
group that tracks shootings and their characteristics 
in the United States, defi nes a mass shooting as an 
incident in which four or more people, excluding 
the perpetrator(s), are shot in one location at rough-
ly the same time. The Congressional Research Ser-
vice (Congress’s think tank) narrows that defi nition 
further, only considering what it defi nes as “public 

mass shootings,” and only considering victims as 
those who are killed, excluding any victims who sur-
vive.” (Wikipedia). 

This is an example of how politicians are using 
statistics to distort the reality of the enormous in-
humanity occurring in what I am calling the United 
States Civil War II. 

Since March 2003 when Operation Enduring Free-
dom started, up to 4,410 soldiers have been killed 
(as of August 2019). Then this year’s United States 
mass killing statistics of 1.2 killings per day equals 
438 dead per year. Multiply that times 17 years which 
is how long Operation Enduring Freedom has lasted 
and we get 7,446 mass murdered US citizens, out 
numbering our war deaths by almost double. 

The trillions of dollars spent since Operation En-
during Freedom and the lack of funds used to ad-
dress gun violence makes a statement so loud you’d 
think it would be heard from coast to coast. It’s not. 
Our politicians’ ears and mouths are stuff ed with 
cash. No one in political leadership is capable of the 
courage to deal with stopping the massive amounts 
of money being made by selling arms around the 
world. Add to that, allowing gun manufacturers’ 
sales to third-world countries, and coupled with sell-
ing guns to kids in our streets. If we outlawed selling 
guns at home, we couldn’t ethically sell them to ev-
ery war-torn country in the world. 

The American men and women soldiers who’ve 
gone to war are not in leadership. As a veteran, I 
know what it’s like to both have a gun pointed at 
me and to point a gun at another human being. Our 
politicians are uninitiated to our battlefi elds. They 
do not know how it feels to kill another human with 
their own hands, but they know well what it’s like to 
use the hands of others to kill for them. Politicians 
seldom have guns pointed at them and if they fear 
they will, they surround themselves with others who 
will take their bullets. 

As a vet, I feel a bone-level rage at the fact that 
I spent 13 months of my life and four years in the 
Marine Corp fi ghting communism in Vietnam and 
now we have a president and his party shouldering 

up to a man who was trained by the KGB and has 
taken communism into fascism. What were the lives 
of those taken that I stood next to worth? 

Today we have young folks saying that it may be 
safer to go into the military than go shopping in a 
mall. Americans are killing Americans in our US Civil 
War II, some are armed with guns, some with mor-
als. Moral’s won our fi rst civil war, can we make that 
happen again? 

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Pat Ryan stands up against racism

Thank you to our newly elected County Executive 
Pat Ryan for standing up against racism and enforc-
ing the ban on Confederate symbols on Ulster Coun-
ty property and events. 

The Confederate battle, fl ag adopted long after the 
end of the Civil War by the KKK and the Jim Crow 
South, is nothing but a symbol of white nationalism, 
racism and slavery. It was never a symbol of “states 
rights” or “personal vs government” freedom, as 
some might claim. It is the equivalent of the swastika 
and should have no place in our country, let alone 
on public property and at public events. 

Long ago I stopped visiting the Old South, those 
southern states that still, until very recently, dis-
played this symbol of racial hate on their state fl ags, 
and where, till this day, monuments glorifying the 
traitors who fought for slavery, who fought for an 
institution that allowed the buying and selling of 
African-American men, women and children, who 
fought for the right to use terror to subjugate their 
fellow Americans, these monuments and symbols of 
these traitors, still exist today. Unimaginable. I can 
and do avoid them in the South, but those symbols 
of hate should not be tolerated in our communities 
and certainly not on our public lands and at public 
events. 

Let’s not forget, just two years ago, in Charlottes-
ville, during demonstrations over removing one of 
these Confederate monuments, a young woman pro-

Susan Slotnick

Change
Dr. Margaret Wade-Lewis, the acclaimed SUNY 

professor, author and social justice advocate and I 
used to count black people in New Paltz at a time 
when there were few. Often we were in town and 
never saw one person of color for days at a time. 

We especially counted African-American students 
at school events, the spring concert and the high 
school musical. After she died in 2009, I kept up the 
tradition until there were so many people to count, 
I lost track.

I wanted to ask the newcomers how life was for 
them here. Did they experience any racism? With 
only one exception, I wound up talking mostly to 
people from the black community I already knew 
who have lived here for some time. 

I met the one recent arrival at a wine tasting. Her 
long grey dreadlocks and beautiful dress stood out. 
Here is what she said, “This is the most racist com-
munity. I have to leave. Micro-aggressions happen 
daily. The shopkeepers treat me diff erently. I hate it 
here.” That’s one opinion. 

He was sitting on a stoop on Main Street. He 
looked down on his luck, enough to be one of the 
people who ask for money at the exit from Top’s 
Plaza. I assumed he found his way here from Brook-
lyn or one of the poorer sections of Poughkeepsie or 
Newburgh. Assuming “makes an ass out of you and 
me,” a friend once told me. I was wrong about all my 
postulates. He said, “I arrived here as a foster child 
in 1972. I have lived in New Paltz ever since. Great 
town! No racism here! In all those years I have only 
been called a name once by a drunken kid coming 
out of a bar.”

These two encounters turned out to be fortuitous. 

Diff erent opin-
ions about the 
same subject 
were all that was 
the same.

“The popu-
lation hasn’t 
changed at all. 
No black people 
here. I want to 
move to Kings-
ton.”

“Yes. I agree. I 
see so much ethnic diversity, I want to ask people 
how they got here!”

“The schools are not doing enough.”
“The schools are making a great eff ort to address 

the needs of brown and black students”
What began as an article about population change 

in New Paltz regarding racial diversity, turned out 
to be another subject altogether. How do we form 
our points of view? Each person has their own percep-
tions fi ltered through the prism of their beliefs and ex-
periences. Where do we get our beliefs? From reality? 
From wanting to be right? From other people’s opin-
ions? This is not a comfortable question for me to ask. 
I write an “opinion” column. “Opinion” is how my col-
umn is listed on the New Paltz Times website. 

I decided to pick another subject for inquiry just 
to see if the same phenomena occurred. I chose traf-
fi c and tourism. 

“We can deal with the traffi  c. Tourism is great 
for us, and New Paltz was just voted the Best Small 
Town in America. I am so proud.”

“I hate it here now. I can’t get into the Bistro for 
breakfast anymore. I want to move to Rosendale.”

The most philosophical answer came from a man 
who looked like he just left the Woodstock Festival 
but, of course, much older.

“Traffi  c! Yeah man! It’s a pain! But ya know what 
hell equals? No change. Think about it.”

I did. When I arrived here in 1966, the entire town 
consisted of one block which began at the traffi  c 
light intersecting with Route 32 North, up the hill, 
past Campus Casuals and Manny’s, ending at P&G’s. 
Nostalgia aside, there are good changes as well as 
problems and inconveniences. We argue. There is 
more to disagree about. It is diffi  cult to admit there 
are problems here. There are racial issues that need 
to be addressed. We have had serious drug-related 
troubles with our children. We are far from perfect. 

Nevertheless, we have more choices now -- the 
Denizen Theater and the Roost Art Gallery. We don’t 
have to go to Marshall’s to shop. We can buy clothes 
at Peter Harris in our mini-mall. There are medical 
buildings, great restaurants, masseuses galore, along 
with the lines and traffi  c. 

Over the 53 years I have lived here, change was 
often greeted with resistance. Some of my compa-
triots will remember our fi rst heartbreaking battle 
to keep franchise businesses out of our community 
beginning with Jack-In-The-Box, a precursor to a 
McDonald’s style fast-food establishment. Neverthe-
less, there is “no change” that is wonderful.

Students, like I once was, want to stay here, be-
come part of the community and start families. The 
natural world is still intact. The beauty all around, 
astounding. 

What is the same for me? I love this place. Someone 
once asked me why I have lived here for 53 years, in the 
same small town. Did I not have a spirit of adventure? 
It’s been an adventure. It has not been the same “small 
town,” but an ever-changing refl ection, good and bad, 
of the larger society. Nevertheless, it is my opinion, 
through the prism of my beliefs and because of the 
people who live here, this is a special place. 

It’s home. 
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Marty and Jared go caving
Personally speaking

by Rich Corozine

I
F YOUR WORLD view tilts toward Animism, like 
writer Robert McFarlane -- “Ice breathes. Rock 
has tides. Mountains ebb and fl ow. Stone pulses. 
We live on a restless Earth” -- where everything 

is alive, then maybe, just maybe, caving might be for 
you.

Marty, here, is long-time caver, climber, scrambler, 
hiker, cross-country skier and guide for the Appala-
chian Mountain Club, Marty Carp -- in his mid-70’s; 
Jared Loperfi do, in his mid-20’s, is a climber, hiker, 
scrambler and on this journey into the darkness of 
the Bonticou Caves up at Mohonk, a fi rst-time caver 
joining a small group led by Marty into the “under-
land” of the crag.

“It was more diffi  cult than I thought,” admits Jar-
ed, “with tight spaces throughout the system, with a 
lot of slithering, twisting and crawling through small 
openings in the rock.” And it started right at the en-
trance: The Front Door. “It wasn’t a big opening, 
more a crack to go into. It was a piece of work to get 
in,” says Jared.

Which led to The Lion’s Den: “After The Front 
Door there was a quick decline. A tunnel down 
to avert a steep drop-off  on the right and into this 
chamber, which is a good place to drop your stuff  
and then to rest on the way back.”

And then into Zombie Hallway, “where everything 
is very close, 50-feet long, 8-10 feet high, but very 
tight going, with a turnaround and then over a plank 
and onto a ledge, where there’s a fi ve-foot block to 
climb up, which was more diffi  cult than it sounds. 
If it was wet, it would be very diffi  cult. Then, at the 
top, manteling-up, pushing off  toward The Window, 
which is a small vertical crack through a wall on 
the right-side. It was physically demanding. Then 
circling back around into The Lights-Out Room: a 
roundish chamber 3-4 feet high, that leads to the fi rst 
real challenge -- Yet Another Lemon Squeeze.”

It is called that because there are just so many 
tight spaces called “lemon squeeze” in caving and 
climbing. But this one was daunting.

“It wasn’t long, maybe 5-7 feet long, but you did it 
on your back, rotating through on an angle. It was 
very tight, with rock pressing up against you head to 
foot as you descend into The Make-Out Room,” and 

Jared smiles. “It’s a fl at dirt fl oor, called that, I guess,  
because it’s a spot for romance. You can stand in it...
or lie down if you want.”

Then into a small chamber called The Doll House, 
followed by The Treasure Room and along the way, 
the very dangerous Fred’s Rock. “Jagged rocks 
all around, protruding as you descend head fi rst. 
Squeezed, you wiggle down and through, passing 
Fred’s, which can trap you. It is very tight and you 
use lots of energy to get through and drop into this 
chamber.” Then it is on to The Lost Room. “Two-
feet headspace where it looks as if there’s no place 
to go. It’s confusing. Without a guide (Marty) or my 
map from the North Jersey Grotto Club (from 2015) 
I wouldn’t know my way along, but you take a small 
crevice and drop ten feet down into The Superman.”

This one could be a head-fi rst drop, but the group 
takes it feet-fi rst. “You have to be under control, 
looking where you want to go. So, you decide. It’s 
very tight. You have to pull your legs through one at 
a time.”

You’re then 40 feet below the surface in the Dis-
function Junction and move through and into The 
Dungeon, some 50-60 feet below the surface.. “It’s 
in two sections, fl at, sparkling, beautiful, about 70 
feet long, and it leads you back to the main vein.”

From there it is back through the Disfunction 
Junction, “up The Shaft. Like climbing straight up 20 
feet or so. A tight scramble. Diffi  cult. Lots of man-
teling, pushing off  from your knees and up into the 
AJT Room, which is a large chamber where you can 
stand. It can hold 3-4 people.” It is still 30 feet below 
the surface.

There are diff erent exits out of the Bonticou Cave 
system, some more diffi  cult than others. They go 
up and out through the Nipple Scraper. “You’re on 
your back and it’s a bit of a squeeze. You think you’re 
through, but no, the real nipple scraper comes in and 
you have to grab a ledge, pull your legs back and pull 
through. We exited at Triumph 2. It was diffi  cult.” 
But they could have taken the Thin Man exit, “which 
could be more problematic,” adds Jared, refl ecting 
on their two forays into the caves. The fi rst took one 
hour, the second time less. “Marty did this in 27 min-
utes one time,” says Jared, wide-eyed. “That’s how 
well he knows this cave.”

So, slithering through crevices 60 feet under the 
surface of the crag, rock squeezing you like a tube 
of toothpaste as you crawl through an impervious 
tunnel...I ask, suff ering from a sense of claustropho-
bia just listening to him...why? What’s the draw to 
putting yourself through this? Is it the old George 
Mallory line when asked why he wants to climb 
Mount Everest: “Because it’s there?” Or a special 
kinship with the “underland?” Animism? What? I 
ask them both.

“I love the challenge,” says Jared, who admits he 
would’ve never done this without Marty recruiting 
him. “I’m not claustrophobic at all; I’m the anti-
claustrophobic, but it is that feeling of overcom-
ing, not fear, but something I can do that I wouldn’t 
normally do. It’s a cool thing to do in Nature that’s 
unforgiving and methodical. You can’t really make 
mistakes.”

For Marty, who admits to being a bit claustropho-
bic, his love of rock is enough. “Rocks turn me on. 
Always,” he says, smiling. “And in caving you just 
have to relax, don’t panic and have confi dence in 
your abilities. It’s not for everyone.” ++

Marty Carp leads cavers at Mohonk. 

testing against these racist symbols, Heather Heyer, 
was killed in a hate crime by a white supremacist. 
Let us all remember her name, and continue to fi ght 
against this cancer of racism, and its symbols, in our 
community and beyond. 

Thank you Pat Ryan for leading our county in this 
fi ght against racism and for bringing us a bit closer 
to the America of our ideals, where all Men, Women 
and Children are created equal. 

Matthew Bialecki
New Paltz

Eve of Impeachment

After the disappointment of the Mueller testimo-
ny and the weakness of the Democratic candidates 
revealed by the primary debates: Robert De Niro, 
despite reading William Weinstein’s column “Mr. 
Mueller: Let the evidence speak, “is becoming in-
creasingly afraid that Donald Trump is going to be 
reelected. Seeking to avoid this political disaster, Mr. 
De Niro wrote and recorded the following Eve of Im-
peachment song (sung to the tune of Eve of Destruc-
tion) and sent copies-special delivery return receipt 
requested to Jerry Nadler, Al Green, Maxine Waters, 
Adam Schiff , Hillary Clinton, Egroeg Elivic, MSNBC, 
CNN, his family, all his Tinseltown friends and the 
producer and cast of Saturday Night Live. (It should 

be noted: Mr. De Niro didn’t send Mr. Weinstein a 
copy because he knows William reads the New Paltz 
Times and would be able to sing the song himself -- 
along with other feedback readers -- while reading 
the paper. Additionally, according to Mr. De Niro as 
stated in his cover letter, the word boy in the song 
has no racial connotation and is gender neutral. It 
should be interpreted as all people, especially Demo-
crats.)

(Eve of Impeachment is to be sung in a deep, grav-
elly voice expressing alarm, urgency, foreboding, 
anger and frustration.)

Obama’s head...it is explodin’ 
The Dems on him are now unloadin’ 
They hope that soon teenagers all will be votin’ 
Though they’re too young for a driver’s license to 

be totin’
But that’s not the only bad idea they’ve been fl oa-

tin’
And you tell me over and over and over again my 

friend
You don’t believe we’re on the Eve of Impeach-

ment

You’d better understand what I’m trying to say
You’d better feel the fears I’m feeling today
If Kamala wins the primary; even atheists will pray
They’ll be no party to save; we’ll be diggin’ our 

own grave
Take a look around you boy our candidates should 

scare you boy
And you tell me over and over and over again my 

friend,
Ah, you don’t believe we should be on the eve of 

Impeachment

Trump makes me so mad my blood’s coagalatin’
I’m sittin’ here gaff e prone Biden...contemplatin’
He can’t control his hands; they know no regula-

tion
And Bernie never passed any Senate legislation
And every single candidate is for paying a repara-

tion
And they think forced school busing helped inte-

gration
And Trump’s supporters just add to Bill Wein-

stein’s frustration
And you tell me over and over and over again my 

friend,
Ah, you don’t believe we need to start Trump’s Im-

peachment

Think of all the pollution there is in Red China
Then take a look around at the resort at Ventura
A-listers travelled there at a real rapid pace
They used Jet Planes and Yachts...it’s such a dis-
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It’s the economy

The Big Five in the Big Apple

grace
It was a Climate Change conference that left a gi-

ant carbon footprint trace
And you tell me over and over and over again my 

friend,
Ah, you don’t believe we need to start Trump’s Im-

peachment
No, no, no you don’t believe we should be on the 

Eve of Impeachment
 George Civile

Gardiner

Water conservation declaration

We are in the midst of replacing the fi ltration 
units at our Mountain Rest Road water plant. This 
$5.5-million project is the plant’s largest overhaul 
since it was originally constructed in the early 1990s. 
Enormous care is required because our K-12 school 

district, SUNY New Paltz, local businesses and thou-
sands of town and village of New Paltz residents all 
depend on reliable municipal water. 

New Paltz has been planning this work for the last 
several years. We had originally sought to perform 
the installation during the summer of 2017 and then 
in 2018. But each time we decided to pause to make 
sure more details were buttoned up. The work has 
been timed with the ebb and fl ow of our commu-
nity’s water consumption. We use the least amount 
of water in June, during SUNY New Paltz’s summer 
break, compared to any other month.

To encourage conservation while work is wrap-
ping up, our Village Board moved a resolution cit-
ing Village Code §207-15 asking that folks conserve 
and only use water for household or business con-
sumption through the fall. The code describes this as 
“water for drinking, washing and bathroom facilities 
but shall not include the use of water for sprinkling 

lawns or shrubbery, washing of porches or vehicles 
or use of water in air-conditioning equipment where 
the water is not recirculated or for other uses of simi-
lar character.”

Additionally, our engineers are looking closely to 
see if there are aspects of the new system that can be 
set aside for later in the construction to get the treat-
ment units up and running ASAP. We are renting a 
high-tech and expensive temporary system designed 
to treat up to one-million gallons per day. We are err-
ing on the side of making sure there is ample water. 
Please try to use less water while we’re completing 
this project.

Mayor Tim Rogers 
New Paltz

Shame on you Trump supporters

This just in today (August 12) from the New York 

As a world city, New York can’t aff ord to ignore 
the Big Five tech fi rms — Apple, Microsoft, Amazon, 
Google and Facebook. With a combined market val-
ue of about $4.2 trillion, these fi ve goliaths account 
for more than twelve percent of the dollars in the 
United States stock market. What they do and where 
they do it involves the whole society and is very im-
portant in the world economy.

As goes New York City, so goes the massive New 
York metropolitan area. Nobody in Ulster County’s 
expecting another two-million-square-foot IBM plant 
— that era’s long over — but for the short term at least 
the health of the local economy is intertwined with 
the money Big-Apple commuters, weekenders and 
seasonal visitors bring northward. This increasingly 
wired world also off ers opportunities for tech inno-
vation in the Hudson Valley that go beyond the local. 

According to KPMG Consulting, more than half the 
respondents to its 2019 Global Technology Industry 
Innovation Survey believed the center of the tech in-
novation world will shift four years from now. “The 
belief that Silicon Valley will be displaced as the lead-
ing hub underscores the continuing decentralization 
of technology innovation, spurred by investment in 
other cities and regions globally, as well as by con-
tributing factors in Silicon Valley,” said the report. 
High-profi le announcements this year by tech giants 
helped push New York, Boston and Austin up the 
ranks of innovation cities. 

In answer to a separate KPMG survey question, 
“Tech industry leaders tabbed New York to become 
the top tech hub in addition to Silicon Valley.”

“Innovative fi rms have an incentive to locate near 
other innovative fi rms,” explained Berkeley econo-
mist Enrico Moretti this February. “It is a tipping-
point dynamic. Once a city attracts some innovative 
workers and companies, its ecosystem changes in 
ways that make it even more attractive.”   

What are the Big Five up to in the Big Apple? 
Employee head counts for geographic locations are 
notoriously unreliable. 

West Coast-oriented Microsoft has a retail store on 
Fifth Avenue. Its modest-sized Microsoft Research 
Lab serves as a research center and recruiting post. 
Figures on total Microsoft employment in New York 
City vary widely.

The tech sector in New York City is often over-
looked in New York’s huge and diverse economy, 
tech writer Steve Lohr said in The New York Times 
last November. Tech work in New York has tradition-
ally been in service of other industries, he noted. 
“Everything is tech-driven on the West Coast,” Lohr 
quoted ex-Microsoft Research executive Jeannette 
Wang as saying. “But the East Coast is more well-
rounded. It’s about technology, but not just technol-
ogy for its own sake.”

Apple is not entirely enamored of New York City’s 
charms. "New York City is one of fi ve U.S. cities with 

more than 1000 Apple employees," Apple recently 
said on its website. Of the 4300 Apple employees in 
the Empire State, however, many work in its 21 retail 
stores.

Apple last December said it would be increasing its 
New York City workforce “by hundreds of workers.” 
But it has much bigger plans for other major Ameri-
can cities, especially Austin, where it said it would 
build a 133-acre campus, at which it planned initially 
to add 5000 workers to the 6200-person workforce 
it currently employs in the Texas city.

Amazon is likely to return to the New York City 
spotlight in some form or another. The aftershocks 
of the huge kerfuffl  e after the acrimonious break-
down of negotiations to make New York City the 
on-line retailer’s second headquarters are continu-
ing. The deal, for which Amazon was asking consid-
erable governmental inducements, would have had 
a major impact on the city’s tech ecosystem. But it 
didn’t pan out. 

Amazon, which already had about 2000 New York 
City employees, said then that it would keep adding 
to its Big Apple workforce. Real-estate people, not al-
ways the most reliable of sources, now have Amazon 
eyeing offi  ce space in the Manhattan West megapro-
ject across the street from the even larger Hudson 
Yards. Amazon is already leasing a nearly million-
square-foot warehouse on Staten Island and more 
space in the Bronx. In late July it was reported to be 
in the market for a big logistics facility in Brooklyn. 
Though the pay for distribution jobs in no way com-
pares to the wages that would have been generated 
by headquarters work, the locations will help Ama-
zon’s ambitions for shorter delivery times.

Real-estate reports of Facebook’s active interest 
in New York offi  ce space have surfaced recently. 
Facebook currently operates on a lease in part of a 
large building at 770 Broadway on the outskirts of 
Greenwich Village. Facebook, which prides itself 
particularly on its employee perquisites, has report-
edly been looking fi rst at less than a million and then 
a million and a half square feet at Hudson Yards in 
Midtown. The additional space could house thou-
sands of additional Facebook workers.

Google has so far proven the most sympatico of the 
Big Five to the New York City vibe. “New York City 
continues to be a great source of diverse world-class 
talent,” wrote Google senior vice-president Ruth 
Porat in December. “That’s what brought Google 
to the city in 2000, and that’s what keeps us here.” 
Google had more than 7000 New York City workers 
last year. Informed estimates expect that number to 
double in the next decade.

The tech giant announced in December that it 
would locate its global-business organization at a bil-
lion-dollar campus called Google Hudson Square on 
the West Side of Manhattan between Canal and West 
Houston streets. Most of the rest of the Google’s 
rapidly growing New York City workforce is in large 

Google-owned or leased buildings on the West Side 
between the Meatpacking District and the Chelsea 
neighborhood — near the southern end of the High 
Line. Google and its parent organization Alphabet 
continue to be expansion-minded in New York City; 
it seems that not a season goes by without a substan-
tial Gotham real-estate announcement from Google.

 
New York City is in a strong market position 

as tech innovation evolves toward software designed 
for specifi c industrial situations: e-commerce, fi n-
tech, healthtech, cloud or database apps, media, 
artifi cial intelligence, etc. Applied technology is the 
name of the game. “New York’s advantage is its con-
centration of people in other industries that require 
technology to solve,” writes Steve Lohr in a Febru-
ary New York Times article. Silicon Valley is still the 
place to be for pure tech, Lohr quotes Cornell Tech 
graduate faculty member Deborah Estrin as saying. 
“But when it come to everything else, New York re-
ally has a chance to be the place to be.”

In September 2017, state comptroller Tom DiNap-
oli’s staff  compiled a report indicating that the tech 
sector in New York City accounted for 128,600 jobs 
in 2016, and that 111,500 additional workers held 
tech jobs in non-tech sectors. The larger tech com-
munity employed a combined total of 240,100 jobs 
in 2016. 

Applying the job growth rate in 2014 through 2016 
to a projection from 2017 through this year would 
produce an estimate of the combined present total 
of jobs in the larger tech community in New York 
City of 280,000 jobs. 

The DiNapoli study found that most New York City 
tech workers were 45 years or younger, that most 
had at least a bachelor’s degree, that more than a 
third of them were immigrants, and that a quarter 
were women. Total wages in 2016 were $18.9 billion.     

Using a completely diff erent methodology, the 
Built in New York organization recently compiled a 
list of 70 allegedly tech companies which had at least 
500 employees and a strong New York presence. The 
list didn’t include many companies that should have 
been on it and a few that probably shouldn’t have 
been. My edited estimate of the New York popula-
tion of people in some form of tech work for these 
fi rms came to about 30,000. In the aggregate, inno-
vative fi rms smaller than 500 employees undoubt-
edly employed many multiples of that total.

From its recent track record, the Hudson Valley’s 
no hotbed of tech innovation. That doesn’t mean 
that it can’t and won’t have its successes in the fu-
ture. But it’s more likely it will succeed when its rich 
culture, sense of community and beautiful environ-
ment attract niche players among the urban entre-
preneurs and technologists who’d benefi t from ply-
ing their trade in a less exciting but calmer and less 
expensive place not far from Gotham.    

-- Geddy Sveikauskas     
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LegalsTimes: “The Trump administration will penalize le-
gal immigrants who rely on public programs, such 
as food stamps and government-subsidized hous-
ing, as part of a sweeping new policy to slow legal 
immigration into the United States and reduce the 
number of immigrants who are granted permanent 
legal status.”

Shame on you who support this monster, despite 
his cruelly persecuting already-persecuted immi-
grants, illegal or not (see above). Shame on you 
whose votes separate desperate families and im-
prison panic-stricken children in cages, for the racist 
attitudes you share with this monster and the racist 
policies you endorse.

Shame on you who support this monster, despite 
his injudiciously handing down death sentences to 
life-sustaining climate rules (see “The Trump admin-
istration said it would change the way the Endan-
gered Species Act is applied, signifi cantly weakening 
the nation’s bedrock conservation law,” also just in 
from the New York Times). Shame on you polluting 
corporate donors who know the bottoms of your 
pockets inside out but are strangers to the bottoms 
of your hearts; who see no further than your next 
windfall, forgetting that “windfall” also means “an 
apple blown down by the wind,” and that you and I 
and our kids are apples hanging on the Tree of Life, 
hanging more precariously with every passing day 
as you and your monster chop down our tree -- our 
lives -- for profi t.

Shame on you who support this monster, despite 
his cunningly denying human rights to women, and 
to gays, lesbians, transgenders and all the other Oth-
ers, in order to keep you worshiping him while rein-
forcing your belief that you’re worshiping and obey-
ing the Word of God. Shame on you for -- perhaps 
because you deny evolution -- not having evolved 
further than you have, for valuing the unborn over 
the born, for misreading and misapplying the Bible. 

I could rail at other groups, ad nauseam -- i.e. the 
GOP, AIPAC, the NRA, white nationalists and the 
mass murderers they spawn. But this paper wisely 
asks its letter writers to abide by a word limit and 
I’ve already exceeded it. Shame on me. 

But if you support this monster, my shame is noth-
ing next to yours.

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

Half truths and politcs

In applying to the Democratic Committee, KT 
[Tobin] had spoken of “… my active engagement in 
political campaigns to elect Democrats here in New 
Paltz and across our region and state.” I found this to 
be a misleading statement.

While she has been generally consistent about 
supporting the Democratic Party’s candidates at the 
county and state level, her candidate record “…here 
in New Paltz…” is a diff erent matter entirely. While 
in most, but not all, cases she has supported Dem-
ocrats for offi  ce, it has been her habit to run them 
against the candidates who were endorsed by the 
Democratic Committee. This is signifi cant because 
the committee bylaws call for supporting the best 
candidates.

It would be one thing if her candidates were peo-
ple, who had superior qualifi cations to represent us 
in local government, but that has clearly not been 
the case. As typifi ed by our current supervisor and 
deputy supervisor and the fi nancial damage they’ve 
done to the town, her candidates are not reliably 
good for our government. 

So, while KT has attempted to portray herself as 
something of a loyal Democrat, I fi nd this to be an 
inaccurate characterization, and I fi nd this reliance 
on half-truths to be particularly troubling. We should 
be able to expect more honesty from our public of-
fi cials.

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Just saying

Jeff rey Epstein is found dead the day after Bill Clin-
ton is named in a released document, like Vince Fos-
ter, a suicide. Bill and Hillary, the deadliest couple 
since Bonnie and Clyde. Talk about deplorable. Not 
making any accusations, just saying.

John Habersberger
New Paltz

LEGAL NOTICE
BEAUTIFUL HIGH-
LAND, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 07/02/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Anthony Savino, 8 Hu-
guenot Street, Apart-
ment A, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
152 HOYT STREET 
PORT EWEN LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 6/10/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 152 Hoyt 
Street, Port Ewen, NY 
12466. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Graze Seed & 
Supply LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Graze Seed & Sup-
ply
16 Dusinberee Road 
Gardiner NY 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
ZIPPHORA LLC. Art/
Org. fi led w/SSNY on 
2/28/19.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Cty. SSNY designated 
for svc/proc & shall 
mail
to 243 Main St. #250, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
Triolo Holdings LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 5/30/2019. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 

whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 1326 Rte 9W, 
Marlboro, NY 12542. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Speakeasy Mo-
tors American Whis-
key Company LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/26/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Speakeasy Motors 
American Whiskey 
Company LLC, 14 
Mechelkie Ln, Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activ-
ities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
MY FRIEND REALTY, 
LLC
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of MY 
FRIEND REALTY, LLC, 
a limited liability com-
pany, by the fi ling of 
Articles of Organiza-
tion with the Secretary 
of State of the State of 
New York on July 9, 
2019. The offi  ce of the 
LLC is located in Ulster 
County, New York. 
The Secretary of State 
has been designated as 
agent of the company 
upon whom process 
may be served. The 
Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any 
process against the 
company served upon 
him to MY FRIEND 
REALTY, LLC, 3 Chel-
sea Court, New Paltz, 
New York 12561. The 
purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any lawful 
act or activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
Just Go Vacations, LLC 
(the “LLC”).  Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of New 
York (“SSNY”) on July 
2, 2019.  Offi  ce Loca-
tion:  Ulster County.  
SSNY is designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy 
to:  27 North Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of a Limited Liabil-

ity Company (LLC): 
Ramsey Renovations 
& Restorations LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
secretary of state on 
7/10/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County.
National Registered 
Agents , INC. 28 Liber-
ty St. NY.NY 1005 Has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC. upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of pro-
cess to 114 Mountain 
Rest Rd. New Paltz NY 
12561

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
NAME: Byrd & Gines 
Homes LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/19/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to Byrd & Gines 
Homes LLC, 
17 Roy Lane Highland 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activ-
ities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date

LEGAL NOTICE
48 Tillson Rd LLC Arts 
of Org fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 07/15/19. Offi  ce in 
Ulster Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served & 
shall mail process to 
48 Tillson Rd, Tillson 
NY 12486.  Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of JK Vintage Jewels 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 7/18/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 595 Madison Ave, 
37th Fl, NY, NY 10022. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
AMERIBAG PROD-
UCTS, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 7/8/2019. Off . 
Loc.:Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 

The LLC, 17 Glen Pond 
Drive, Suite 3, Red 
Hook, NY 12571. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act or 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Peck’s Endeavors LLC 
Arts of Org fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/19/19. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Co. 
SSNY desig. agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served & shall mail 
process to Peck’s En-
deavors LLC 51 Glen 
Rock Circle Highland, 
NY 12528.  Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
233 MAIN NEW BE-
GINNINGS, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 07/15/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, c/o
Rick Alfandre, 231 
Main Street, Suite 201, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
JFM HUDSON LLC  
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. 
of State of NY 5/24/19. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to The 
LLC, 56 Main Street, 
Esopus, NY 12429. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act or 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
HUDSON VALLEY 
MANUFACTURING 
LLC  Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 5/24/19. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 56 Main 
Street, Esopus, NY 
12429. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
332 STONYKILL, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 332 
STONYKILL, LLC, a 
limited liability com-
pany, by the fi ling of 
Articles of Organiza-
tion with the Secretary 
of State of the State 
of New York on July 
24, 2019. The offi  ce of 
the LLC is located in 
Ulster County, New 
York. The Secretary 
of State has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the company upon 
whom process may 
be served. The Secre-
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tary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
332 STONYKILL, LLC, 
144 Sparkling Ridge 
Road, New Paltz, New 
York 12561. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualifi ca-
tion of Guston CR LLC. 
App. for Auth. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 6/28/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. Principal 
business location: 
P.O. Box 266, West 
Hurley, NY 12491. LLC 
formed in Delaware 
(DE) on 3/7/19. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, P.O. Box 266, 
West Hurley, NY 12491. 
DE address of LLC: 
CSC, 251 Little Falls 
Drive, Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Arts. of Org. 
fi led with DE Secy of 
State, 401 Federal St, 
#4, Dover, DE 19901. 
Purpose: any purpos-
es permitted by appli-
cable law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 114 Kingston Hos-
pitality LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
7/16/19. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 1511 Centre 
Road, Rhinebeck, NY 
12572. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
I N T E R N AT I O N A L 
VIDEO CHALLENGE 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY on 
06/19/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 541 
Dubois Rd., Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Reg Agent: 
U.S. Corp. Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Ave., Ste 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
MODENA AUTO 
GROUP, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 05/14/19.  Of-
fi ce: Ulster County.  
United States Corpo-
ration Agents, Inc. 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 1950 Route 
32 Modena, NY 12548.  
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
HOT HONEY KITCH-
EN, LLC. Arts. Of Org. 
fi lled with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
7/31/19. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 10 Lin-
coln Place, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.      
3720061

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Canos First Step, LLC. 

Arts. of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 8/1/19. Offi  ce 
location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
218 Forest Hill Drive, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY
Notice is hereby given 
that GSM FAMILY 
PROPERTIES, LLC, a 
limited liability com-
pany, fi led Articles 
of Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
on June 21, 2019. The 
principal offi  ce is in 
the Town of Gardiner, 
County of Ulster, State 
of New York and the 
Secretary of State was 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. The address 
to which the Secretary 
of State shall mail a 
copy of process is: 141 
Dusinberre Road, Gar-
diner, NY 12525. The 
purpose of the com-
pany is to engage in 
any lawful activity for 
which a company may 
be organized under § 
203 of the Limited Li-
ability Company Act.

LEGAL NOTICE
SANTA FE ROSEN-
DALE, LLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 7/5/2019. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY des-
ignated as agent upon 

whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 388 Main 
Street, Rosendale, NY 
12472. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
93 NORTH FRONT 
STREET LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 8/2/2019. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 17 Burgevin 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
REJUVENATE PROP-
ERTIES II, LLC. Art. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 7/30/2019. 
Offi  ce:  Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, PO 
Box 372, Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of 
WILDFLOWER CHILD 
STUDIO LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/08/19. 
Offi  ce in Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the 
LLC, 9 Rock City Road 

Woodstock, NY, 12498. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Metamorphosis Body 
Modifi cations, LLC, 
a domestic LLC, fi led 
with the SSNY on 
4/26/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 436 Broadway, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: any lawful.

LEGAL NOTICE
Maiden Voyage Ven-
tures LLC
a domestic LLC, fi led 
with the SSNY on 
8/12/2019
address:   E. Kharlamb 
10 Lincoln Place, New 
Paltz, 12561
Purpose:  any lawful

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NO-
TICE
Please take notice that 
the Village of New 
Paltz Planning Board 
will hold a Public 
Hearing on the follow-
ing application:
Date Posted:  
August __, 2019 
Project Name:  

PB19-16
Applicant:   
Kenan Porter
For:   
Parking lot expansion
Location:   
3 Main Street
Tax Map Number:  
86.33-2-7.1
Date and Time:         
August 20, 2019 at 
7:00 PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the public hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the agenda.  
Comments submitted 
in writing must be re-
ceived before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and be 
addressed to the Plan-
ning and Zoning Sec-
retary at the address 
listed above.
All reasonable accom-
modations will be 
made for persons with 
disabilities.  In such a 
case, please notify the 
Planning Board Secre-
tary in advance so that 
arrangements can be 
made.

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

— Featuring —

Interactive Music & Dance Class 

Therapeutic Music Circles  • Senior Yoga 

Tai Chi • Strength & Balance Class

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living   
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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A+ Rating with the BBB 

•  $10 when you call to learn more 
•  $75 when you enroll within a week 
•  $150 when you enroll after 24 hours of your first call 

Cash Bonus 
When You Enroll$160 

CASH BONUS 

Going Solar Used to Be a Hassle
But Not Anymore

With Community Solar, you can get the benefits of solar in as little 
as 20 minutes. All you need is a utility bill.

(866) 826-1997

Free to Join No Additional 
Downtime

Monthly Savings No Installations 

The New Way:
20 minutes and you’re done!

The Old Way:
3-6 months of work

•  Get quotes from multiple solar installers
•  Have a site review at your house 
•  Invest thousands in solar panels 

•  Invite construction crews to install panels on your roof 
•  Maintain your panels throughout their lifetime 
•  Wait for years to earn back your investment 

1 2 3
We allocate you a portion of a 
shared solar farm in your area 
that will produce clean 
renewable energy on your 
behalf - no matter the season.

The electricity is sent to your 
utility company. You will see a 
discount on your normal 
utility bill for the electricity 
produced by your allocation.

Your lights turn on as 
always: no installation, 
extra costs, or additional 
downtime. Congrats, you 
finally get to benefit from 
affordable clean energy!

Solar Farm Central Hudson You

Ready to go solar and join other NY residents? 

(866) 826-1997
www.solstice.us/np


