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HERE’S NOTHING THAT quite signiﬁes the beginning or the end of summer in New Paltz like the opening and closing of its longstanding public watering hole, the Moriello Pool. It’s where the majority of
Paltzonians have learned how to swim, dive, walk-not-run and play Marco Polo, tetherball and sharksand-minnows, or had their children and grandchildren become versed in all of that chlorine-laden, icepop-staining, sun-scorching summer skillsets that are rites of passage for any local aquatic enthusiast.
The man behind the magic of Moriello is the one and only Bill Russell, a lifelong member of the pool, the director of this public water carnival for the past 20-plus years, as well as the individual responsible for opening,
closing, troubleshooting, Supergluing, plugging, unplugging, lifting, lugging, lifeguard training, CPR-mandating,
sprinkling, grass-growing, chemically treating and operating this seven-acre pool and park for all to enjoy.
Although he has threatened for at least a decade that “This will be my last year,” he is still back behind the
captain’s wheel – or in this case, the air-conditioned guard oﬃce, making sure all is well at 15 Mulberry Street,
even after his retirement from teaching.
While it takes a small army of local youth to lifeguard, work the gate, keep Russell’s grass in good condition, the
playground mulched, the chlorine levels not too low or too high, the hairballs and crusty Band-aids vacuumed
from the bottom of the pool, the garbage cans washed, the bathrooms cleaned and unclogged, ultimately it is
Russell who is the great conductor of this summer symphony.
Continued on page 14
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News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

Volunteers needed
The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Commission,
Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public Access
Committee and the Recreation Committee. Interested
parties may submit a letter of interest and resume to
the Supervisor’s oﬃce at P.O. Box 550, New Paltz, NY
12561 or email assistant@townofnewpaltz.org.

NEW PALTZ | EVENT

Elting Library volunteer
The 63rd Elting Memorial Library Fair will be held
on Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the library’s parking lot, corner of North Front and
Church Streets in New Paltz. The early-bird book sale
($10 donation per person) will take place from 8 to 9
a.m. The book sale will continues on Sunday from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.
With over 10,000 books, the fair also oﬀers jewelry, crafts, toys, kids’ activities, plants, a silent auction, ﬂea market, lots of food and live music all day
long. Featured is a super raﬄe with over 100 prizes.
The top prize is two midweek nights for two at Mohonk Mountain House, which includes three meals a
day, afternoon tea and cookies and activities. You do
not have to be present to win. Tickets are available at
the circulation desk and at the fair itself.
The library accepts donations of books, ﬂea market items, toys and jewelry. There will be two dropoﬀ days in the library parking lot: September 7 and
14. Volunteers will be available to help. Donation guidelines: Books -- accepting now until September 10 at the
book shed and on September 7 drop-oﬀ day (clean
and in good condition; no college or high school text
books, Readers Digest condensed books, magazines or
encyclopedias). Toys -- now at the library circulation
desk and on all drop-oﬀ days (clean and gently used).
Jewelry -- now at the library circulation desk and on all
drop-oﬀ days. Flea Market -- donations only accepted
from September 7-18 at the circulation desk (Clothing,
bedding, furniture, pillows are not accepted). For your
convenience, please utilize the September 7 and 14
drop oﬀ-days in the library parking lot.
Fair vendors -- limited space is available for community vendors to set up a booth -- must sell goods
with price points below $100 that can be bagged and
carried home that day. Vendors are responsible for
securing necessary permits and licenses and cannot
sell books as their primary item. Available spaces
are 10 x 10. Applications will be reviewed by the fair
committee. Applications can be found at eltinglibrary.org. Click on Elting events and then Library Fair
or pick application up at the library, located at 93
Main Street in New Paltz.

Free Reiki at Gardiner Library
The next Gardiner Library free monthly Reiki session will be held on Sunday, September 1 from noon
to 2 p.m. Members of the Hudson Valley Community
(HVC) Reiki group will oﬀer 20-minute individual
Reiki sessions, free of charge, on a ﬁrst-come ﬁrstserved basis.
The Reiki will be oﬀered in the library community
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.
ULSTER PUBLISHING’S REASON
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WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain
more of what they read in print.
It’s easier to focus, with fewer
distractions than the web. This
makes print the best platform
for in-depth stories—like ours.

Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases
from its readers. They should be submitted by
Sunday to increase the chance that they will
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

The Myles Mancuso Band.

Three days of peace, art and music this Labor Day
weekend at the Woodstock-New Paltz Art & Crafts Fair

W

OODSTOCK 50 MAY have been canceled -- despite months of excitement throughout and beyond the Hudson Valley -- but the iconic Woodstock-New Paltz Art &
Crafts Fair lives on. After 38 years and 75 shows, this book-end summer festival is
back for three days of peace, art and music to be held on Saturday, August 31 and
Sunday, September 1 from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Monday, September 2 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Ulster County Fairgrounds in New Paltz.
The Woodstock-New Paltz Art & Crafts Fair will feature a vast array of handmade features including 200+ juried exhibitors, local wine, brew and spirits, small-batch artisanal foods and entertainment. And this year, in honor of Woodstock’s 50th anniversary, there will be more acts than
ever before (eleven to be exact).
On Saturday, August 31 at 3:45 p.m., the fair welcomes The Myles Mancuso Band. Noted by True
Fire as one of the Top 10 Guitar Prodigies in the World, Myles has been performing professionally
since the age of ten. He’s “rockin’ rhythm and soul” with a mix of traditional, blues and funk and
New Orleans ﬂavor. Sunday, during the same time slot, fair visitors will be lured away from craft
demonstrations, food and shopping as the unique modern rock sounds of The Velvet Weekend
permeate the grounds. And closing out the fair on Labor Day will be the vocal and keyboard stylings of newcomer Lara Grant, an exceptionally talented 14-year-old whose vast repertoire -- running the gamut from Lynard Skynrd to Bob Dylan to Lady Gaga -- is anything but amateur.
The full entertainment schedule and exhibitor list are available at quailhollow.com.

Zero Emissions Parade
and Green Vendor Fair
The second annual Zero Emissions Parade and
Green Vendor Fair will be held on Saturday, September 21 as part of National Drive Electric Week
and sponsored by New Paltz Climate Smart and the
Climate Action Coalition. The event is being held
in conjunction with the Climate Solutions Summit,
which is open to the public and being held on the
SUNY New Paltz Campus.
If you are interested in participating in the parade
as a pedestrian, bicyclist, skateboarder or as a driver
of your all-electric car, meet at the west parking lot
on the SUNY New Paltz campus by 3:15 p.m. on September 21. There will be opportunities at this event
to meet the owners of many kinds of electric cars,
as well as dealerships. You can even take a test ride.
Register at www.driveelectricweek.org. For additional information about the Zero Emissions Parade and Green Vendor Fair or if you are interested
in helping New Paltz become certiﬁed as a Climate
Smart Community, please contact Janelle Peotter,
volunteer coordinator, at 920-883-1788.

Training in Non-Violent Direct
Action offered in New Paltz
Training in Non-Violent Direct Action (NVDA)
will be oﬀered this Saturday, August 31, from 2 to 5
p.m., at the New Paltz Village Hall (left side of the

ﬁrehouse) on Plattekill Avenue. This basic training
in the principles of non-violent direct action, hosted
by Extinction Rebellion New Paltz and the New Paltz
Socialists, will include information that is essential
for activists, whether or not they plan to get arrested. Participants will learn about their rights, such
as the right to assemble, and how to prepare for the
kinds of situations that may arise during an action.
The trainer will be Chelsea MacMillan, a spiritual director, facilitator, writer and cofounder of the
Brooklyn Center for Sacred Activism (www.sacredactivism.nyc). MacMillan is cohost of “The Rising:
Spirituality for Revolution” podcast, and a lead coordinator of the regenerative culture working group
with Extinction Rebellion NYC.
This NVDA training is provided free of charge, but
participants are asked to register by calling Margaret
Human of Extinction Rebellion New Paltz at (845)
255-5727, or via Facebook (https://www.facebook.
com/events/878004692573442/).

Gardiner Library book club meeting
The Gardiner Library book club will meet on
Wednesday, September 4 from 3 to 4 p.m. to discuss
The American Plague: The Untold Story of Yellow Fever
by Molly C. Crosby.
The club meets in the library community room,
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.
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Shaft Road subdivision
in Gardiner gets ﬁnal
signoﬀ
by Frances Marion Platt

D
LAUREN THOMAS

Last Thursday was SUNY New Paltz Move-In Day. Pictured (L-R): dad Patrick Molumby, sister Niamh
Molumby, freshman Ciara Molumby from Scotia, transfer student Hannah Keane, mom Alison Molumby
and mom Karen Keane.

More than 2,000 new students settle into
SUNY New Paltz campus for fall semester
by Frances Marion Platt

E

FFECTIVE AUGUST 5, six buildings on the SUNY New Paltz campus that had originally been
named for slaveholding Huguenot families had these names oﬃcially changed to new ones
less likely to trigger a sense of unwelcome in minority students: Hasbrouck to Peregrine
Dining Hall, Bevier to Minnewaska Hall, Crispell to Ashokan Hall, Deyo to Awosting Hall,
DuBois to Mohonk Hall and LeFevre to Shawangunk Hall. The decision by the College Council and
the SUNY Board of Trustees was well-timed, considering that the incoming class that arrived on
campus last Thursday was the most racially and ethnically diverse in the college’s history. About
48 percent of incoming ﬁrst-year students are from traditionally underrepresented demographic
groups, as are about 35 percent of incoming transfers, according to college oﬃcials.
The change from the sea of white faces of yesteryear was apparent at Esopus Hall last Thursday: Moving-in Day for nearly 1,200 ﬁrst-year students and 850 transfer students, a few days ahead of the sophomores, juniors and seniors. For 18-year-old Brianna Hicks of East Harlem, a “very nice, diverse campus”
that “feels like home” was one of the major selling points of her visit to New Paltz while shopping for a
college. She also liked the fact that the school oﬀers “a lot of activities that I can get into,” including a
continuation of her involvement with the step team and photography club at her high school.
That’s an ambitious wish list for Hicks, who’s planning a double major in Political Science and
Psychology. “I want to become a lawyer,” she said. “I’m going to miss my family, but I’m excited to
be making a new journey.”
Another incoming ﬁrst-year student, 17-year-old Samantha Santana of Chestnut Ridge in Rockland County, also praised the “really beautiful campus” and “lovely town.” Like many metro area
students who come to New Paltz, part of its appeal is the fact that it’s “close, but not so close that I
have to stay home,” in Santana’s words. “I have freedom.” Samantha’s parents, Ozzie and Madeline
Santana, grinned and agreed, “We’re going to give her space.”
Santana plans to major in Psychology and minor in Communications, her career path as a social
worker shaped by childhood experiences: “When I was younger I was bullied, and I didn’t have a
lot of support from anyone outside my family,” she recalled. “I would like to provide that support
for someone.” She was active in theater in high school, and her father noted that SUNY New Paltz’s
reputation for having a good Theatre Arts curriculum was “another draw” for Samantha to choose
to matriculate here.
Kayla Weir, 18, a Bronx native, is another former high school Drama Club kid who was enticed by
New Paltz’s “far, but not too far” location and the sense of community that she felt both on the campus and in the town when she visited. Mostly, though, she was sold on the fact that SUNY New Paltz
is “a really good school for education.” “I’m leaning toward becoming a teacher,” Weir explained.
“I really like to read, and I want to encourage other kids to enjoy reading. I ﬁgure the best way to do
that is to become a teacher.”
Undeterred by a brief midafternoon rainstorm that interrupted the bustle of students, parents and
student volunteers hauling gear into the dorm, Weir got settled into her room in Esopus Hall with a
view of the lake, before engaging in some teary farewells, a ﬂurry of hugs and selﬁes with her parents
and two sisters. For more than 2,000 new seasonal residents of New Paltz, a brand-new adventure
was beginning. ++

EMONSTRATING THAT DEVELOPMENT
proposals that start out with a bang sometimes end with a whimper, the Gardiner
Planning Board last week dotted the I’s
and crossed the T’s on the ﬁnal document outstanding for work to begin on the Shaft Road, LLC project.
Neither the parcel’s owner, David Kiviat, nor his attorney, Mike Moriello, nor any of the crowds of vociferous opponents who turned out for public hearings
for the project were in attendance as the Planning
Board voted unanimously to authorize chair Paul
Colucci and vice-chair Keith Libolt to sign oﬀ on the
ﬁnal maps for the subdivision.
The 87-acre property at 85/91 Shaft Road, at its
conﬂuence with South Mountain Road, situated in
a Rural Agricultural (RA) zone, wraps around the
town’s highway garage property and is bisected by
both the Catskill Aqueduct and a Central Hudson Gas
& Electric transmission line right-of-way. Subdivision
and development of the property was highly contentious from the time that the Planning Board began
discussing it in 2016. It was the ﬁrst “open space development” to undergo the permit review process
since that category was added to Gardiner’s Zoning
Code, and the board was learning what sorts of issues such a development might confront as it went
along.
Several revisions of the plan were required, creating larger buﬀers and clarifying delineations for
some 36 acres of designated wetland, and also combining fragmented conservation easements initially
suggested for each lot into a single large easement,
which was approved by the Town Board in June
2018. Much of the controversy swirling around the
proposal focused on the building lot initially identiﬁed as Lot 10, which abuts the Kiernan Farm, previously protected in perpetuity after a long fundraising
campaign by the town’s Open Space Commission.
Lot 10 was landlocked and would have required an
unusually long driveway crossing part of a wetland
as well as rights-of-way for the aqueduct and power
lines. Ultimately, Lots 9 and 10 were merged, with
construction permitted only on the Lot 9 portion. In
addition, Lot 3 was broken up, its acreage divided
between Lots 1 and 2, leaving a total of eight lots
available for development in the ﬁnal subdivision
plan instead of the ten originally envisioned. Several
proposed homesites and an access road were also
shifted to protect environmentally sensitive areas.
Final plat approval, subject to the developer’s
satisfaction of several conditions, was conferred in
September 2018. At the August 20, 2019 meeting,
the Planning Board reviewed a memo from town
planning consultant Jim Freiband noting that all outstanding issues had been resolved, and recommending for “maps to be released when all fees are paid.”
“Which he has done,” Chairman Colucci aﬃrmed as
he called for the ﬁnal vote on the project. “This is
just a formality. Now he can move forward with the
sale of lots and construction.” ++

FAMILY OWNED FOR 30+ YEARS

Always ahead of the pack
Colleen Fox
President

FOX

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528

Auto • Home
Motorcycle
Boat • Business

INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.
845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

GROUP DISCOUNT RATES
100+ TV channels, free wireless internet,
fitness area and guest laundry.
Free Continental Breakfast.
Handicap accessible rooms available.
1/4 mile to NYS Thruway.
All local police, firefighters, and EMTs 15% off with valid ID.

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz
845-255-8865 • www.abviofnewpaltz.com
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A local
memorial
“Hundred year” expansion
to veterans' cemetery
by Terence P Ward

T

HE ULSTER COUNTY Veterans Cemetery
presently occupies a tiny—but prominent—
section of the New Paltz Rural Cemetery
on Plains Road. With 25 to 30 veterans and
spouses interred each year, that parcel -- opened
for the purpose in 2008 -- will be full up in 2021. To
preserve the option for Ulster County veterans to
receive a local memorial, county and cemetery ofﬁcials have struck a deal to signiﬁcantly expand the
veterans section by adding 8.1 acres to it. A portion
of that land is within the village and another is not,
and Dennis Doyle of the Ulster County Planning
Department is going to be asking members of both
boards to largely exempt the project from zoning,
while still weighing in on site-plan issues. Anything
else would be a deal-breaker for the village portion
at least, as cemeteries are neither allowed nor permitted in that zone.
Doyle explained that county planners intend on assuming lead agency status, a role which is used to coordinate review by several groups with permit-granting
authority. The lead agency is tasked with the environmental impact review, studying issues such as storm
water runoﬀ and traﬃc. They will also look at the impact on existing wells which will be used to water the
lawn. No xeriscaping or focus on local plants was mentioned as part of the landscaping plan.
The new portion is the open ﬁeld which is directly
north of the occupied portion of the cemetery. A
wooded section near the river would be retained, and
the new section will be designed to be similar in appearance to the original, so as not to give the impression that one section is more important than the other.
A second ﬂagpole will be installed at the same height
as the ﬁrst, the chain border will be extended, and the
memorial plaques will be in the same style. The new
section will have columbaria toward the rear. It does
not appear that any option for natural burial for veterans is being contemplated. The entire site was designed
in consultation with a group of volunteer veterans,
who were able to provide an important perspective.
The expanded cemetery will have a dedicated spot for
conducting services, which veterans feel is important
because they consider walking upon the graves of their
fellows to be disrespectful. Graveside services have until now been the only option in the county cemetery.
Doyle explained that this ﬁeld is not actually in the
ﬂood plain, as it's protected by a steep bank. There
are graves already interred which are closer to the
ﬂood plain than any proposed in this project, he
added. That is an important detail since roads in the
new section will be paved, unlike those throughout
the historic cemetery proper, to "provide a more formal appearance" and to "provide some distinction"
between spaces reserved for military and civilian
dead. Another distinction not speciﬁcally mentioned

SPEND LABOR DAY WEEKEND
ON BRADLEY FARM!
FRIDAY 8/30 - 5-8 PM HAPPY HOUR

Artisanal farm fresh pizza w/side salad $18 all in.

SUNDAY 9/1 - FARM BBQ, 12-3 PM
Grilling sweet Italian sausage, or a
double patty pork burger, with grilled
onions on buns with RAY’S FRIED PICKLES,
and seasonal sides. Vegetarian options $18
all in. Plus, Live Music and Annie from
Wild Mountain Bird exhibit!

Tickets at the door or online.
bradleyfarm.bigcartel.com
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A new Stewart's at the corner of North Chestnut Street and Henry W. Dubois Drive has been approved.

The demolition for a new Stewart’s could
start in as little as two weeks

S

OME BUREAUCRATIC TWISTS and turns slowed the process down, but New Paltz Village
Planning Board members on August 20 approved the application to build a new Stewart's
at the corner of North Chestnut Street and Henry W. Dubois Drive. According to company
representative Chuck Marshall, demolition could start in as little as two weeks. New Paltz
Village Planning Board members declined to require the applicant to install a traﬃc light, but did
get the building moved closer to the road to preserve the pedestrian feel sought for this stretch. As
a consequence, the owner of Tow-Riﬁc will no longer be required to move his business; the application to relocate it to Old Kingston Road has been met with some resistance at town Planning Board
meetings. In ﬁnalizing the approval, board members reviewed the landscaping plan and learned
about a new fence which will be installed to the south at the request of a neighbor.
-- Terence P Ward

is that the veterans' markers are ﬂush to the ground
while in the remainder of the rural cemetery a wide
variety of memorial styles has been used. The additional pavement and site work will result in an area
of disturbance of .94 acres for the work on both parcels; state requirements for an extensive storm water pollution prevention plan kick in at exactly one
acre of disturbance. Doyle was not asked if there are
contingency plans should the area of disturbance
surpass that threshold.
This will no doubt prove a boon for the cemetery's
ﬁnances. Burying the dead and leaving their remains
undisturbed in perpetuity is a challenging business
model, because the only way to make more money is
buy selling more plots. This deal ensures that many
more plots -- paid for by county taxpayers -- will be
purchased. If a cemetery is abandoned or rendered
insolvent, its upkeep -- including even the selling of
graves -- falls to oﬃcials of the relevant municipality,
who usually have no interest in taking on the added

responsibility and cost.
The "limited immunity" from local zoning stems
from a court decision which found that when representatives of one government are seeking approval
from another, a "balance of public interest test" is
used to determine if some requirements might be
waived. Doyle said that the project will be the subject of a public meeting locally in October, and Planning Board members would be asked to review and
comment on the site plan, but that the project would
be completed without being subject to village zoning code per se. It's not entirely clear who gets to
perform that test, however; board chair Eve Walter
thought it a question for village trustees, but Doyle
deemed Planning Board members better qualiﬁed.
They settled on a compromise: trustees will be given
the right of ﬁrst refusal on making the decision.
Doyle will be having a similar conversation with
town Planning Board members at the August 26
meeting. ++

Dolphin
Plumbing Inc.
Fully insured | Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley
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Too soon
New Paltz parents of the unvaccinated seek more time to comply
by Terence P Ward

W

ITH THE NEW school year looming,
parents whose right to have their
children exempted from vaccination
requirements was yanked by a state
law passed in June are feeling pressure, both from
mandated deadlines to get their kids enrolled and
from their neighbors in the community. Much of the
August 21 New Paltz School Board meeting was devoted to hearing and responding to those concerns.
Board members voted to write letters in support of
revisiting the timeline to administer all of the vaccines required, but board president Kathy Preston
noted that they must follow the law as written. They
listened also to people who feel they are being marginalized in a community regarded as being welcoming to a diversity of diﬀerent walks of life.
A law eliminating religious exemptions was signed
June 14, in response to a measles outbreak in Rockland County. More recently, medical exemptions
have been tightened, with doctors now having to
provide speciﬁc documentation regarding each vaccine for which an exemption is sought. Superintendent Maria Rice, who wrote a letter to the state judge
deciding in a lawsuit intended to stop the law's implementation before the school year begins, agrees
that not a lot of time was given to implement the new
rules. District policy was changed to reﬂect the law,
but as she put in her August 15 letter to Justice Denise Hartman, lawmakers' "lack of consultation with
educators and limited time for comment resulted in
a timeframe that did not take into consideration a
smooth transition, allowing parents to weigh their
options and districts time to prepare for the results
of their decisions." In other states, she added, parents were given "years to come into compliance."
Some parents had questions about the speciﬁc
rules, because diﬀerent health professionals have
given them diﬀerent answers when they've asked
about how quickly vaccines must be administered to
comply with the requirements. The implementation
scheduled "is just unworkable" according to Kimiko
Link, and is resulting in "a diﬀerent kind of public
health crisis." When philosophical exemptions were
rolled back in California, she said, the schedule was
"magnitudes diﬀerent:" years, instead of weeks. Per
Megan Shapiro, another parent, the ﬁrst doses of all
vaccines must be given by September 18, with proof
all remaining appointments scheduled to be ﬁled by
October 4.
Selma Cappolina spoke about the confusion in
force since the law was passed. Her child, a rising
junior, needs four more inoculations but must wait
28 days between some doses. "We've done all we
could," she said. Rice interjected that Connie Hayes,
who is the director of pupil personnel services, has
worked to become fully familiar with the law and
its interpretations; she can be reached by phone at
256-4040. Parents present had information diﬀerent
from what the superintendent believed to be true,
highlighting the constraints in conveying accurate
information about what to expect.
Shapiro said that her decision not to have her child
vaccinated was informed by history. She asserted
that the creator of the polio vaccine, Jonas Salk, later
proved that its live version was sometimes harmful
while a vaccine made from dead organisms was not,
but it "took 30 years to listen to him." She is skeptical that the interest in a fully-vaccinated population
is based on science rather than politics or money.
Absent that conﬁdence, she does not believe in using children as a "testing ground." Shapiro used that
term because of what she sees as a catch-22: children
must have a preexisting condition to receive a medical exemption, but evidence of that condition might
only be revealed by administering the vaccine itself.
"The only way to know is to give it to them." She forecast that "in 50 years we will look back on this" as
worse than allowing tobacco, and that full vaccina-

tion "does not solve a public health problem."
Medical doctor Anna Steinhardt said that there is
still "absolutely zero science" showing that healthy
people who have not been vaccinated pose a risk to
others. She noted that many adults have lost immunity once conferred, and that up to ten percent of
vaccine recipients never become immune in the ﬁrst
place. Part of her evidence is a statement released
by Physicians for Informed Consent about a similar
rollback in California, in which those doctors stated
that "about half of all California schoolchildren, who
are fully vaccinated with the MMR vaccine, can still
be infected with and spread measles, irrespective of
the medical exemption rate."
Voice breaking, Megan Rose recounted the feeling
she'd had to hold oﬀ starting vaccinations on her second child. "I just felt intuitively that this is not right."

Megan Shapiro said that
she and her peers have
researched these issues with
care, yet are "portrayed as
wacky hippies who live in the
woods" by others.

She allowed her doctor to overrule those worries,
and her child was later diagnosed with leukemia.
While she doesn't think one caused the other, "You
don't give a vaccine to a child with leukemia," a child
who died at 13 months of age. Her concerns about
the protocols stem from that experience.
Bearing reams of paper documentation to back up
her comments, Link explained that vaccines meet a
lower safety standard than prescription drugs, and
that "there is risk." That risk isn't to the manufacturers, however, because those companies have immunity from lawsuits stemming from vaccine injuries,
which are instead referred to the National Vaccine
Injury Compensation Program, through which an
estimated $4 billion has been awarded since 1986.
That's frequent enough to give some parents pause,
while many others consider the odds to be in their
favor.
Many of the parents who spoke touched on other
consequences of the legislation, such as a sense of
marginalization within the community. Shapiro said
that she and her peers have researched these issues
with care, yet are "portrayed as wacky hippies who
live in the woods" by others. Acknowledging that
the issue has been "polarizing" in the community
"like many others," Kimiko Link encouraged taking
a "broader look" at the issues than what's been presented in media coverage, where complex issues are
frequently summarized.
While Steinhardt is opting to home-school her
own children, she's concerned about the wedge this
issue is driving into the community. She referenced
editorials recommending that those who have not
been vaccinated be included in a public database
"like sex oﬀenders." Later she provided this reporter
with a picture of a sign hanging at Elting Memorial
Library warning patrons with compromised immune systems that "members of the New Paltz community who have not been vaccinated frequent this
library." About the sign she observed, "The irony of
a posting like this is that there is often a similar posting outside the doors of those undergoing chemo or
have a bone marrow transplant in the hospital (basically those who are severely immunocompromised).
However, that posting warns to please not enter if

you have been recently vaccinated with a live virus
vaccine such as MMR or varicella as the vaccine can
shed to others for several weeks."
"We do not like to be on the fringe," said Megan
Rose in her comments, to be "seen as outcast" over
this issue. Members of the community "all need to
come together, whether we believe it or not."
Link spoke of how the law change has pitted parents against each other, particularly when a family
spans two households. "It's just not necessary," she
said. "We're afraid to even come out" as skeptical
about vaccines because "overriding public sentiment" is that they are safe. A longtime employee of
the federal Environmental Protection Agency, she
has observed "varying levels of trust" in government
during her career, because decisions are invariably
made not just using science but political considerations.
As to the power wielded by this board, the parents
sharing their stories disagree with the trustees themselves on that. Many of them asked for more time,
but this board is also seen as inﬂuential because of
the reputation the district enjoys. One woman explained after the meeting that a request to reconsider the rules entirely might get noticed if it came from
this board, perhaps with others joining in. Board
of Regents members also have a say in how the law
is rolled out, and that's seen as an avenue for this
board.
Board members themselves appeared sympathetic, and agreed to sending their own request to
stretch out the implementation schedule to back up
Rice's letter. Vice president Michael O'Donnell urged
that any such request "be very speciﬁc" regarding
how much time is being sought and precisely why.
O'Donnell also reminded his colleagues about a
perspective not represented at this meeting: people
who are concerned about what might happen if
there was no such law.
Preston did say, "The powers of the board are limited
in this," but invited further comment via email. ++

School safety informational forum
scheduled for September 10
The New Paltz Central School District (NPSCD)
will hold a School Safety Informational Forum: Facility Recommendations Based on a Threat and Vulnerability Assessment, on Tuesday, September 10, 6:30
p.m., in the auditorium at New Paltz High School.
The purpose of this forum is to outline the physical safety recommendations and a tentative plan for
procurement.
Information will be presented by Dr. Michael
O’Rourke, Ulster BOCES Health, Safety & Risk Management Program Administrator. Also present will be Safety Committee co-chairs Maureen Ryan and Michael
Robinson and other members of the NPCSD School
Safety Committee, including New Paltz Police Chief Joseph Snyder and Lieutenant Robert Lucchesi, building
administrators and Superintendent Maria Rice.
Childcare will be provided by the high school
PTSA from 6:20 to 8:05 p.m. in the audion.
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From seed to oil
Area farmers form Hempire State Growers Hudson Valley to capitalize on CBD market

LAUREN THOMAS

Left to right: Gerry Greco, Amy Hepworth and Gail Hepworth of Hempire State Growers.

by Sharyn Flanagan

E

VERY FIVE YEARS, Congress passes a new
Farm Bill, legislation that establishes national policy in agriculture, nutrition, conservation and forestry. The 2018 Farm Bill
included “The Hemp Farming Act,” which moved
hemp from the category of a controlled substance
to that of an agricultural commodity, oﬃcially ending a
federal prohibition on hemp farming and opening the
door to new opportunities for Hudson Valley farmers.
Hemp plants contain cannabidiol, more commonly known as CBD. When resin from the stalks
of hemp plants is extracted and combined with a
carrier oil such as coconut or olive oil, the resulting CBD oil can be used as a natural form of pain
relief. Scientiﬁc studies and anecdotal evidence alike
have shown that CBD oil is helpful in reducing the
symptoms of a wide variety of ailments, from lowering high blood pressure to providing relief for the
side-eﬀects associated with cancer treatments. And
because CBD is not addictive and is non-psychoactive – hemp plants contain no THC, the substance in
marijuana plants that gets a person high – the cannabinoids in hemp can create changes in the body
that contribute to good health and wellness without
altering a person’s perceptions or judgment.
With legal obstacles to growing the plant removed,
local farmers are beginning to seed their growing
ﬁelds with hemp. But while the rising demand for
CBD oil would seem to make hemp-growing a nobrainer in terms of being a proﬁtable endeavor, farmer Gail Hepworth is concerned that if the cultivation
of hemp locally isn’t handled in a way that beneﬁts
regional farmers, they could ﬁnd themselves on the
losing end of what’s sure to be a lucrative market.
The current agricultural reality, she says, is that

the farmer is at the bottom of the list when it comes
to who is making money from the crops they grow.
“We grow the food, but everybody else along the
value chain, before it gets to the consumer, is making the money. And it’s the farmers who take all the
risks.” The challenges include a number of things,

Growing hemp will be
more than just another
crop for local farmers,
Gail Hepworth says; it will
literally be essential to the
very survival of local farms.
“It needs to happen.”
Hepworth explains, from dealing with weather conditions like frost to suﬀering the whims of the marketplace. For example, a farmer may devote ten
years or more to bringing a particular variety of
apple to fruition only to ﬁnd the buyers at that time
following the trend for another variety.
Gail and her sister, Amy Hepworth, own and operate
Hepworth Farms in Milton, a 550-acre, seventh-generation family farm founded in 1818. Along with more
than 300 varieties of vegetables, they’re now growing
hemp. And earlier this year, the sisters co-founded
“Hempire State Growers Hudson Valley” in order to
protect the interests of local farmers growing hemp.

“We’re a tight-knit group of farmers working in a
cooperative model,” says Gail. “We’re working together to be a part of this economic opportunity. But
if this isn’t done with the farmers’ interests at heart,
this crop could be harmful to farmers or at best, be
like any other agricultural commodity which has not
served farmers well.”
With more than 30 local farmers currently involved in the group and additional farmers expected
to join by next year, the members of Hempire State
Growers plan to use their combined farming knowledge and experience to bolster one another’s eﬀorts
in growing hemp as a supplement to what they’re
already producing on their individual farms. The
group’s objective is to develop a pure, organicallygrown hemp plant with characteristic ﬂavors and
qualities speciﬁc to Hudson Valley growing conditions, which will make the group the “go-to” entity
for CBD production and processing in the region.
The membership of Hempire State Growers includes
some well-known farms in the area along with smaller
enterprises. Along with Hepworth Farms in Milton
are Black Creek Farm in Highland, Cavallaro Farms in
Goshen, Dagele Brothers Produce in Orange County,
Davenport Farms in Stone Ridge, Full Moon Farm in
Gardiner, Hepworth Farms in Milton, Leo Boice & Sons
in Kingston and Taliaferro Farms in New Paltz. A few of
the farms are oﬀering public tours of their hemp ﬁelds,
among them Dubois Farms in Highland, Lawrence
Farms & Orchards in Newburgh, Minard Family Farms
of Clintondale and Wright Farms in Gardiner.
The farmers are focusing on producing organic
hemp with maximized cannabidiol (CBD) concentration, and will use state-of-the-art extraction and
processing technologies to bring the natural remedy
to market. Their collaborative approach provides
added risk protection and reduced production costs

August
June 29,
14, 2012
2019 •• 7

New Paltz Times
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The "Villages in the Hudson Valley"
Informational meeting is held for the new senior living project proposed for the western side of Route 9W, opposite
the Bridgeview Shopping Plaza
by Terence P Ward

D

AVE BARTON, THE building department director for the Town of Lloyd, was pleased at the
turnout for last week’s informational meeting on
the so-called "Village in the Hudson Valley" development oﬀ Route 9W adjacent to the Hudson Hills community south of the entrance to the Mid-Hudson Bridge.
311 notices had been sent to neighbors, and the community room at the Highland ﬁrehouse had few empty seats.
What's more, the people who did attend "will talk to their
neighbors," ensuring a high level of public input for this
large project proposal.
The current version of the project is its third for the gated, age-segregated project on 53 acres. It calls for 130 individual cottage-like residences, and two four-story multiunit residential buildings, which would have a total of 82
units between them. An assisted living facility would have
135 beds with varying levels of skilled care available, allowing residents of this development to remain there for the
remainder of their days. An urgent care facility on the site
will be the only portion of the project open to the general
public.
Although the project property has frontage along both
Routes 9W and 44/55, neither is suitable for access due to
limitations of the topography. Traﬃc engineer Ken Worsted called it a "big nut to crack." One alternative which
LAUREN THOMAS
was discarded was connecting to 9W at Argent Drive, but Last week, the Lloyd Town Board discussed the Village In The Hudson Valley, a senior living project that has been
engineers didn't ﬁnd a safe way to integrate the new point proposed for the western side of Route 9W, opposite the Bridgeview Shopping Plaza.
of entry. Instead, the main entrance will be on Mayer Drive
a short distance from the state road with the necessary secondary access oﬀ of Apple
the speciﬁcations of their ﬁrst owners, who will get to choose either the gray or
Lane. A traﬃc light, synchronized with the one at the Argent Drive corner, will be intan color scheme, if the entrance is on the long or short wall of the rectangular
stalled on Route 9W at Mayer Drive to facilitate access. A dead-end road will also be
building, and whether to include a dormer. Some of the cottages will have a
built to preserve the possibility of connecting to Phoenix Gables. Interconnected develmother-daughter style with connected garages. The four-story assisted living faopments are now considered desirable by planners, but in this case, the neighboring
cility along Route 9W will be connected to the adjacent urgent care facility and
property owner declined the invitation.
have similar gables and dormers to provide a continuous visual impression for
Worsted explained the methodology used in such traﬃc studies, which draw upon a
travelers along the state road. A clubhouse and pool house will also be tied into
number of models. Data from similar projects are used to anticipate that ﬂow, and it's
the theme.
added to baseline traﬃc found at the site and tweaked to show any expected increase
There will be gardens and recreational facilities on the site, which may reduce
over time. Vehicle ﬂow all the way to South Gate was considered, he said, and prothe likelihood that any residents will choose to "wander" onto neighboring properjections for other projects now being considered or constructed was also factored in.
ties, which was a concern neighbor Regina Russell raised. In addition to fencing,
A discussion with state transportation oﬃcials about cumulative impacts will also be
the intention is to retain as much as the existing buﬀer of trees and vegetation as is
scheduled.
aesthetically convenient and replace the rest.
Lindsey Decker wondered if drivers from the project on Chapel Hill Road might
This meeting was held early in the process, even if it feels fully ﬂeshed out
choose to avoid a light by cutting through Hudson Hills as traﬃc increases, but with 27
to some. Planning Board members have signaled their intent to become lead
new stop signs being installed at intersections there, Brooks believes that "maybe they'd
agency, giving them the authority to conduct the environmental review and codo it once if they think they're going to save time," but would then be disabused of the
ordinate the work of any group with the right to grant permits, but they haven't
notion.
assumed that status as yet. That review is used to determine if a detailed -- and
Architect Don Petricola spoke to the appearance of the project, which he said will
expensive -- environmental impact statement is needed to address impacts and
be "a lot of people's last home." That thought inspired some care given to appearance,
propose suitable mitigation by measuring against thresholds of impact in a variety
with pre-cast stone providing a "continuous thread" through cottages and larger buildof categories including noise, emissions, traﬃc and more amorphous concepts such
ings which will otherwise largely be either tan or gray. The cottages will be built to
as community character. ++

through the sharing of knowledge, equipment, processing facilities and agricultural workers.
“How it all works will have to be ﬁgured out as we
go,” Gail says. “But we have a model, and the model
will be available for others to use. We have to reﬁne
it, but we have a seasoned ﬁnance person on our
team, with 35 years of corporate experience, helping us to build the ﬁnancial model and the true spirit
of a cooperative.”
Growing hemp will be more than just another crop
for local farmers, Hepworth says; it will literally be essential to the very survival of local farms. “It needs to
happen. But for it to happen, our model is a bottomup model. That means that we’re going to capture the
wealth creation, because we’re going to be growing it,
and we’re also going to be processing it and selling it.
It’s not just the growing of the crop we’re after, it’s the
wealth creation that happens after the crop is harvested that this cooperative is set up to capture.”
The group has already turned down millions of
dollars from investors “in order to retain our sovereignty,” she adds. “We could certainly use the money, because we have to build the infrastructure, but
we walked away from those investors because they
want to own us. And the diﬀerence in our model is,
we are not owned by anyone. It’s better for the farm-

ers, and it’s better for the community, because when
farmers do well, communities do well, too. We have
an intention to turn the Hudson Valley into a CBD
region in concert with and in complement to what is
already established here by the food-to-table movement and the agri-tourism business.”
And because the proﬁts from growing hemp will

allow the farmers to continue growing their food
crops, Hempire State Growers is ultimately about
that, Hepworth says. “The real thing is feeding people; that’s actually our inspiration.”
For more information about Hempire State Growers Hudson Valley, visit https://hempirestategrowers.com/. ++
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October Country Comics celebrates 40th anniversary
by Sharyn Flanagan
OMIC BOOKS AND graphic novels transport their readers with colorful images
and imaginative stories. The cliché is that
it’s all about the superheroes and villains,
or fantasy and sci-ﬁ, and there is that. But Devon
Sprenger, owner of October County Comics in the
Cherry Hill Center at 246 Main Street in New Paltz,
says his comic book store actually has something for
everybody. The Avengers and Spiderman have their
place alongside X-Men and Superman, but so do stories about everyday people, and moody, noir-style
material. There’s even a children’s section with book
subjects ranging from Sherlock Holmes’ daughter
solving mysteries to kids one-upping each other at a
food academy. One author writes exclusively about
topics that young kids can relate to, such as having a
sister or going to the dentist.
October Country Comics is celebrating its 40th
anniversary in business this year. Sprenger, who
worked in the store for ten years prior to taking over
the business this past January, is its third owner. And
before he worked in the store, while he was still in
high school in Hyde Park, he was a customer there.
“From then on, I always wanted to have a comic
book store, and was planning how I’d get that done,
but I didn’t think it would be this one,” he says.
The store was opened in 1979 by Bruce Conklin, who
named the ﬂedgling business for a favorite author’s collection of short stories: October Country by Ray Bradbury. Sprenger says he thinks the store name is very
appropriate, given that “a comic book store is really an
eclectic collection of diﬀerent short stories.”
At a point in the ‘90s when comic book sales went
into a dive – more on that later – another local comic
book store owner, Mike Giacoia, joined forces with
Conklin and the two ran October Country Comics in
New Paltz together for years. After Conklin retired,
Giacoia ran the store on his own for ﬁve years or so,
retiring himself last year and turning over the keys
to Sprenger.
Becoming the store’s owner after so many years
working there hasn’t been that much of a change,
Sprenger says, though joking that as an owner, “I
don’t sleep at night!” Other than making sure he
stays on top of the bills, though, he says, “Mike had
already had me doing everything anyway, so it was a
very easy transition. Not much has changed for me.”
Visitors to the store will encounter either Sprenger,
Kiel Ferris or Steve Esposito along with part-timers
Bob Huber and William Hennessey. The guys get excellent Yelp reviews, it’s worth noting, with a number of reviewers commenting on how the staﬀ not
only knows their stuﬀ but are friendly and welcoming. “We always try to stay true to that,” Sprenger
says. “That’s a big thing for me. I don’t ever want
someone to come in here and feel like they don’t belong here. I want people to come in and be able to
ﬁnd something they’re looking for and I want them
to want to come back.”
Sprenger’s knowledge of the comic book market
really is extensive and makes the casual observer
(me) walk out feeling like I’d visited a world I didn’t
know existed and it was a pretty interesting place.
In the late 1980s through the early 1990s, for example, there was a big boom in comics, according
to Sprenger, due to the intense speculator market
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October Country, the comic book store located in Cherry Hill Plaza in New Paltz, has been open for 40 years. Pictured is
owner Devon Sprenger (center), associate Kiel Ferris (on left) and associate Steven Esposito (on right).

going on back then, fueled in part by the release of
The Death of Superman in 1994. “A lot of people were
treating comic books like commodities in the ‘90s,”
Sprenger says. “Bruce and Mike [the former owners
of October Country] both told me they had people
lined up for blocks outside their stores waiting to
come in and pick up the Superman book. People
thought this book was going to [re]sell for millions,
but it sells for $30 now.”
The speculator market “blew everything up,” he
adds, “but by the mid ‘90s the market slowed down
and fell out. They were printing millions of copies
per book and all of a sudden, it went away.”
The books from the 1930s through the 1960s are
valuable because of their rarity, of course. Comic
books were rolled up and put in a back pocket, notes
Sprenger, or folded up or used as an ink blotter.
“And the stuﬀ from the late ‘30s and early ‘40s got
put in paper drives for the war. That’s why there are
so few copies of the ﬁrst appearance of Superman in
existence.”
At the time of the comic book collapse in the ‘90s,
the country had at least 10,000 comic book stores,
Sprenger says, but today there are just a few thousand, most centered in urban areas such as New
York City, California, Florida and Illinois. “The business has survived but never gotten back to where it
was. A lot of stores by the late ‘90s weren’t sustaining themselves, so like with Mike and Bruce, they
combined their stores.”
October Country Comics has a number of vintage comics mounted on the walls in plastic sleeves.
They’re pricier than a contemporary comic book,
with the cost based on rarity and what the store put
into acquiring them. Anyone with a collection to sell
is welcome to contact the store.
When asked what the Internet has done to the
comic book business, Sprenger says, “it’s six of one
and half a dozen of the other. The Internet is helpful

for people who don’t have comic book stores nearby; and there are entire states now that don’t have
a comic book store. And we deﬁnitely have people
email us and message us on Facebook asking if we
have something, how much, how much shipping is…
so we get customers that aren’t in the area.”
Sometimes it feels like the Internet is more of
a hindrance, he adds, because people will look an
item up using their smartphone and say it’s cheaper
on Amazon or some other retailer. “For me, personally, if I’m already at a place and the diﬀerence is
only $5, and I’m going to have to wait a couple of
days to have it shipped, I have to think, ‘Is the $5 really worth it?’” But if someone ﬁnds a price on Amazon and it’s only 10 percent less, Sprenger says, “I’ll
give them the discount. It’s not worth losing a sale
over three or four dollars.”
The Internet also brings in those people wanting
to buy multiple copies of a book to re-sell on eBay,
which takes those copies out of the hands of regular
readers. “I understand; I get the business, and whatever they do with the book after they buy it, that’s
their prerogative,” says Sprenger. “But the last thing
I want is a customer coming in every week and ﬁnding out the same book is always gone. And then you
have the people coming in who think you’re pulling
books oﬀ the rack to sell online, and asking, ‘Are you
really sold out?’ It’s rough. The Internet is a great
tool but it also cuts the other way.”
But things online have changed for the better as
far as brick-and-mortar stores go, because Amazon
has to collect tax on everything now, and Sprenger
says the online giant doesn’t oﬀer the type of discounts they used to. “Amazon used to oﬀer a 40 percent discount on all of this, but now their discount is
close to what we oﬀer our subscribers.”
Regulars at October Country who come in once
a month and purchase a minimum of ﬁve titles per
month will have those books held for them as a subscriber, and get a 10 percent discount on anything
else they pick up in the store. The “pull” service is
valuable, too, because often a popular title will sell
out, so subscribers are guaranteed to get their copies held.
The comic book movie industry has also had an
impact on the comic book store, Sprenger says, “and
again, it cuts both ways. It can be a very good thing,
because the movie market deﬁnitely helps a lot in
getting more exposure. But the negative side of it
is, the movies are made for a general audience, and
what you see in the movie may not be in the book.
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With Marvel and DC Comics, the two biggest companies that have been around the longest, they’re cramming 70-80 years of their history into a two-and-a-halfhour movie. So a lot is trimmed and condensed, and
people come in expecting a book to be very similar, but
it’s not at all what they saw in the movie.”
Overall, though, Sprenger notes, “We’re deﬁnitely
living in a time where everything is kind of a plus, for
the most part.”
Since taking the store over, Sprenger says he has
tried to expand the independent publishers’ comic
book section. He might sell only ten copies of a book
by a smaller press compared to 60 copies of a Spiderman comic, “but I think it’s important to have
those in the store, in part because of the name of
the store. I want the store to be a collection of short
stories like October Country. I want there to be something for everybody.”
The store has a large section of Japanese manga
books – “that’s an up-and-down market; we shrunk it
down at one point and now I’m building it back up”
– along with graphic novels, which are often collections of single issues. “Most comics written now are
written in six-issue arcs, and after six issues they get
collected in a trade paperback, which is the graphic
novel. But there are also original graphic novels,”
Sprenger explains.
The shop owner also carries back issues for the
collectors and puts together his own collections of
single issues for those who don’t want to wait for the
graphic novel to come out (priced at a 20 percent
discount oﬀ the single issue). The children’s section
is a popular place in the store, because parents know
they can park their kids there and everything they
see will be G-rated. “It’s their own little store inside a
store,” Sprenger says.
October Country carries toys and action ﬁgures
– Funko Pops and Star Wars ﬁgures are big – along
with board games, t-shirts and tournament cards,
such as Magic the Gathering and Dungeons and
Dragons (D&D). A two-hour junior D&D tournament
is held in the store every Monday night (ages 8-15 or
so, $5 cost). Magic the Gathering tournaments are held
on Wednesday and Friday nights for all ages, at $5 for
Wednesday gatherings where a player uses their own
cards and $15 on Friday nights, when they go home
with new cards. The tournaments bring out as many
as 25 people at a time, with extra sessions sometimes
held to meet the demand. Author/illustrator talks and
book signings are also held from time to time; visit the
store’s Facebook page for more information at www.
Facebook.com/octobercountrycomics. The store is at
OC_Comics_Games on Twitter and Instagram or visit
www.octobercountrycomics.com. ++
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Gardiner Day returns Saturday, September 7
Newspapers capture history in the making. If they bear witness to it long enough, they
eventually become part of the fabric of that history. Over the past several decades, thanks
to the dedication and skill of our staﬀ photographer Lauren Thomas, the New Paltz
Times has amassed a visual chronicle of community events that happen year after year,
the places where they occur, the people who bring them into being. Once each month, we
plan to take a deep dive into our extensive visual archives and piece together a longitudinal portrait of aspects of our community that have persisted or recurred regularly over
time. Our readers will be able to see what has changed and what has not. Nostalgia for
our shared past, conﬁdence in what endures, hope for our future are all aspects of what
we hope to ﬁnd, exploring together. And now, the story behind Gardiner Day, captured in
pictures.
by Frances Marion Platt

G

ARDINER DAY, THE annual free celebration of “Family, Friends & Fun” in
the Gardiner hamlet, is coming back for the 30th time this year, on Saturday, September 7 from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. No longer does the event need
to be marketed as a “block party,” as it was in 2018, “because they took the
Pavilion down and we had no place to store the food,” says Gardiner Day Committee
organizer Jaynie Marie Aristeo. “What’s going to be diﬀerent this year is that it’s going
to incorporate Majestic Park again.”
Tents will be set up and activities, including live music performances, organized at
three main locations: George Majestic Memorial Park, Station Square and Town Hall.
Parking will primarily be at Majestic Park, with a free hayride-style shuttle providing
transport around the loop of sites for the festivities. Admission to everything is free of
charge, although food, beverages and crafts will be available for sale.
New this year is an informal sort of vintage and custom car rally, involving no registration, fees or trophies -- although participants are encouraged to check in ahead
of the festival date with Aristeo at (845) 389-1849 for instructions. “They should be
there by 10,” she notes, since the park gates will be closed to auto traﬃc at 11 a.m.
Owners (especially Gardiner residents) of classic cars, antique vehicles and hot rods
are encouraged to show oﬀ their vintage wheels alongside the fence at Majestic Park.
Now that the rickety old Pavilion has been replaced with a sturdy new one, food
vendors will be back at that site, along with picnic tables and seating. In the Gazebo,
New Paltz Rock’s various youth bands will be providing music all day long. The bas-

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

In 2010, members of Gardiner’s Volunteer Fire Department demonstrate an antique
Deming water pump, which was used to fight fires in Gardiner fron the early 20th century
until the 1920’s. The pump was buried for many years under the parking lot of Majestic’s
Hardware. When it was unearthed, it required about 200 hours of restoration under the
supervision of First Lieutenant Mark Alexander. Pictured are firefighters Walter Coutant,
Vic Cafarelli and Mark Alexander.

ketball court will host the booths of Stone Wave Yoga, New Paltz Karate and Fighting
Spirit Karate and the Take the Leap dancers, all of whom will give demonstrations on
that site at various times during the day. Stone Wave will also be oﬀering free facepainting for kids. At the skate park, the Majestic Sk8 Crü will be giving skateboard
demos. And a mural will be painted on the wall at the handball court.
There will be plenty going on at Town Hall as well, even if it isn’t the center of the
action as it was last year. The big draw will be the live entertainment on the bandstand
from 1 to 4 p.m.: Dylan Doyle of Milton, whom Aristeo describes as an “up-and-coming amazing guitarist.” The Gardiner Fire Department will have its trucks out of their

I ndigo Carroll, a student at Got Rhythm? Dance Studio, performs for the crowd at Gardiner
Day in 2012.

Anthony and Mikey Bonagura of Wallkill are pictured with Nigerian Dwarf goats visiting
Gardiner Day from Widmark's Doubletree Farm in 2012.

Ryan Burns of Gardiner hurls a ball at the dunk tank target at GardinerDay in 2015.

Former Gardiner Town Supervisor Joe Katz sells raffle tickets at Gardiner Day in 2008.
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A performance by the magnificent Peruvian horses of Majestic View Farm thrilled the
Gardiner Day crowd in 2012.

Austin Aube, Levi Kennedy and Luke Aube show their support for Gardiner's Volunteer
Fire Department at Gardiner Day at Majestic Park in 2008.

pletes the reading-and-walking challenge.
“Many businesses on Main Street will also be participating,” Aristeo reminds us.
“They’ll have specials going on, and displays right out on the sidewalk.
Gardiner Day is envisioned as a gift from the community to the community, with
most of the funding raised by a variety of year-round events: Ladies’ Night Out, the
Easter Plant Sale, the Lasagna Dinner, the Gardiner Day Tree Lighting and Caroling,
the Veterans’ Breakfast and the
Pumpkin Walk. However, says Aristeo, this year the committee is “in desperate
need of volunteers” to attend to a wide variety of Gardiner Day duties: parking lot
attendants, crossing guards, runners and so on. To volunteer, call or text (845) 2405762. To learn more about the event, visit www.facebook.com/gardiner-day-newyork-162022735751. ++

bays for little ones to admire, while the Ulster County Sheriﬀ ’s Department and the
State Police will host exhibits, provide IDs for kids and conduct a K-9 demonstration.
Plenty of food vendors will be on hand. And the ever-popular Children’s Tent will be
set up alongside Town Hall, featuring arts-and-crafts activities (rumor has it that sand
art will be back), free face-painting, Tipsy Turtle henna tattoos and a small petting
zoo. A bouncy castle will be set up, thanks to sponsorship from Walden Savings Bank.
The third primary location for Gardiner Day festivities is Station Square, located
in the middle section of Main Street. Guitarists Matt Booth and Ethan Levy will take
turns performing on the small stage. Clustered around the square will be many crafts
vendors, plus booths for a variety of local businesses and organizations -- and of
course, food vendors. Behind Station Square, at the Gardiner Library, the annual
Book Walk will be back, featuring a “free book at the end” for every kid who com-

Celebrate Gardiner Day! Saturday, September 7
IRELAND CORNERS

30TH ANNUAL

Finally a convenience grocery store you can afford!

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 7, 2019
11AM - 4:30PM

G E N E R A L

Help keep
local journalism
strong

551 Route 208, New Paltz, NY
845-255-8883

The business of media is changing,
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked
journalism is needed now more than ever.
We believe it’s important for the entire
community, regardless of economic
position, to have access to the local news
that impacts their lives most. Your support ensures independent local journalism
will thrive in the Hudson Valley for years
to come. More: hudsonvalleyone.com/
support.

UP Ulster
Publishing

S T O R E

DOC
S CHWARZ
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“Hudson Valley’s Best”
OPEN
Sat. & Sun.
10 am-5 pm

&

hv1

Local Artisan Crafts Emporium
658 State Route 208, Gardiner, NY

Follow Us On:
FB and Instagram

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF
GREAT WINE TASTING!
OPEN DAILY: 11:30-5:30 • SAT., 11-6

A Match Made in Heaven

3 LOCATIONS:
TOWN HALL, STATION SQUARE
on Main Street, MAJESTIC PARK
FREE ADMISSION, Free Shuttle thru event
locations. Free Parking at Majestic Park &
parking lot for Gardiner Reformed Church.

FEATURING
Entertainment & GREAT FOOD!
Local Business and Craft Vendors
Music by Dylan Doyle, New Paltz Rock,
Blue Plate Special, Crushed Velvet & More!
Tastings at the Spirit Tent
Gardiner Library Book Walk
Demos by Majestic SK8 Cru
Karate, Dance & Yoga Demos
Gardiner Fire & Rescue
NYS Police & Ulster County Sheriff
Jumpy Castle & Face Painting
Kids Arts & Crafts Tent
Children’s Photo IDs
Games, Wagon, Animals, & more!

SHOW YOUR VINTAGE
GARDINER SPIRIT

SAT/SUN SEPT 14 AND 15TH.,12-5PM
Explore & celebrate terroir of the Hudson Valley with
LOCAL wine and cheese

GARDINER, NY 845-255-4613 WHITECLIFFWINE.COM

Dance Classes for Children & Adults
Ballet & Pointe • Lyrical • Contemporary
Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop • Introducing Acro Dance
COME SEE US PERFORM AT THE
GARDINER DAY BLOCK PARTY ON SEPT. 7!
Classes begin September 9th
Full class schedule available on our website

28 Osprey Lane, Gardiner
845.633.8264 • taketheleapdance.com

Residents of Gardiner are invited to show off your
antiques, classic cars, hotrods and whatever
you’ve got. Bring your vintage vehicle by 10am
to Majestic Park Ball Field to celebrate Gardiner
Day and be part of a community car show. No
registration, no fees, no trophies, just fun!

FAMILY, FRIENDS & FUN!
Volunteers Needed &
Vendor Space Still Available
Call (845) 240-5762
Visit us on Facebook: Gardiner Day New York
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Delgado farm bill signed
Hailing it as both vital for helping family farms keep
going and as an example of how laws can be made in
a hyperpartisan time, congressman Antonio Delgado

announced this week the passage of the Family Farmer
Relief Act. Introduced by Delgado, the bill passed the
House, was approved by the Senate in July, and signed
by president Donald Trump last Friday. It expands the
debt that can be covered for farmers under bankruptcy law from $3.237 million to $10 million.
“The changes reﬂect the increase in land values,
as well as the growth over time in the average size
of U.S. farming operations and are meant to provide
farmers additional options to keep their doors open

The right check-up will leave you feeling...

y
h
t
l
a
he thy

+ weal

Our banking check-up can
introduce you to solutions that
can save you time and money.

check

Visit your local branch or
check-up.salisburybank.info
to schedule a review of your banking health.

Fishkill
845.896.9300

New Paltz
845.256.0003

Newburgh
845.562.6766

Poughkeepsie
845.454.5511

during downturns in the farm economy,” Delgado’s
press release stated.
“It’s a big deal in helping small family farms across
upstate New York,” Delgado added in a conference
call with reporters on Tuesday, noting that the president’s tariﬀs and resultant trade war has “exacerbated the situation for our farmers.”
Delgado said the urgency of this kind of relief had
been made clear to him in his visits to farms since he
took oﬃce in January.

Ski giant Vail buys Hunter
Skiing shifted into a big-time national business
concern for the Catskills this summer. The purchase
of Hunter Mountain and 16 other Northeast, Middle
Atlantic and Midwest slopes by ski industry behemoth by Vail Resorts, Inc. in a major stock deal announced July 22. For $11 a share (estimated at $264
million), Vail has added 17 U.S. ski areas to a network
of 21 ski resorts in the U.S., Canada and Australia.
Vail, considered the giant in the ski ﬁeld, added such
resorts as Hunter Mountain, Mount Snow in Vermont, Attitash Mountain Resort, Wildcat Mountain
and Crotched Mountain in New Hampshire, and others stretched across Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and
Missouri.
Management at the state agency ORDA (Olympic
Regional Development Agency), which oversees Bel-

Celebrate Gardiner Day!
Saturday, September 7
When was the last time you had a ﬁrst time?

Red Oaks Mill
845.463.2265

salisburybank.com

www.skydivetheranch.com
845-255-4033

The promise
of together.
Northern Dutchess Hospital and
Vassar Brothers Medical Center
are now part of Nuvance Health.
At Nuvance Health, we’re rethinking your healthcare
experience with you and your family in mind. We let
our curiosity guide us, asking the right questions, and
discovering what matters to you. We’re ﬁnding new ways
to ﬁt into your life, with options for care you can trust.
We invite you to experience that promise for yourself.

nuvancehealth.org
© Nuvance Health
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leayre Mountain in Ulster County as well as ski areas
in the Adirondacks, did not respond to a request for
comment in time for this article. ORDA has been increasing its investment in Catskills skiing in recent
years, including new lodges and trails at Belleayre.
At Hunter, the large ski area has expanded its trails
onto a new section of the mountain in recent years,
and added new hotel rooms.

Marlboro woman faces charges
In a ﬁrst for Ulster County, an alleged drug dealer
has been charged with criminally negligent homicide
following an overdose death. In this case, authorities
said, heroin laced with fentanyl killed a woman in
2018.
On Monday, Monique S. Dibble, 33, of Marlboro,
was taken into custody following a lengthy investigation by the Ulster Regional Gang Enforcement
Narcotics Team (Urgent), together with other police
authorities. In addition to criminally negligent homicide, Dibble was charged with several counts of sale
and possession of a controlled substance.
According to police, the investigation began shortly after the death of Celina Maldonado, 25, of Plattekill from a heroin overdose. The heroin allegedly
contained fentanyl, a powerful painkiller sometimes
added to increase potency. Attempts were made to inﬁltrate Dibble’s narcotics sales network. Police began
periodically purchasing heroin and cocaine from Dibble, with the ﬁnal purchase conducted recently.
According to police, fentanyl was found in three of
the seven purchases. Police say further evidence was
found directly linking Dibble to the sale of the heroin
from which Maldonado overdosed and died. The investigation is continuing, and additional charges may
be ﬁled. Dibble was arraigned in Marlborough town
court and sent to the county jail in lieu of $50,000
cash bail or $100,000 secured bond.

window
cover-up

COME HOME TO
A VACATION
EVERY DAY

4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies

NOW SCHEDULING POOL CLOSINGS

sales . installations
window screen repair
windowcoverup.com windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson owner

Winner of The Knot’s

“Hall of Fame”
Best Wedding Planner
in the Hudson Valley

www.ginamaloneyevents.com • info@ginamaloneyevents.com

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

SYLVIA ZUNIGAÊUÊANDROGYNY

NY / RIO / BRAZIL / 845 256 0620 / 845 430 2739
5 Mulberry Street, New Paltz, NY

Razors, scissors, customized swivel, Gamma Shears,
barber tools - my own carving tools - 500 colors plus Androgyny does it all, any design on any texture

845-853-4075

Your experts in emergency care just got faster.
When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians
who are board-certiﬁed in emergency medicine and
backed by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less
E.R. Pledge
Now, when you visit the emergency room at
HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus,
a member of Westchester Medical Center
Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member
of our care team within 30 minutes.

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge
at HAHV.org/ER30

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1.

HAHV.org
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Season finale

ELTING | LIBRARY

(Continued from page 1)

“I remember when the pool was in the lower lot,”
he says, hair now grey, beard ﬁnally shaven, worn
Seahawk baseball hat shielding the sun from his
eyes. “You remember where everyone’s ‘spot’ was.
Our family’s spot was where the old retaining wall
was, that you’d sit on after they moved the pool up
here.”
Russell is referring to when the Moriello Pool
moved from the lower lot to the top of the hill in
1971. If there was a time-lapse photograph, one could
see the old concrete bowels of the original pool, the
cement-block bathhouse, the crumbling retaining
wall and remnants of a wire fence, all of which were
eventually cleared to make way for a semicircular
parking lot that is now lined with large conglomerate rocks, and a civilized paved walkway up to the
“new” pool.
“I remember taking lessons at the old pool and
whining about being wet and cold and putting my
face in the water. But that’s how it happens – and
then one day, you realize you’ve learned to swim.
I think that’s one thing that I’m most proud of
here: how we’ve drownproofed thousands of kids,
whether through lessons or the summer rec team
[Seahawks] or just by having access to a pool that is
professionally lifeguarded.”
Not only has Moriello Pool provided drownproofing for thousands of children, but it also has supported competitive swimmers, lap swimmers and those
rehabbing an injury, provided exercise for all ages
including aqua-aerobics and master swimmers, as
well as being a safe place to immerse oneself in cool
water and bring their joy level up and their body
temperature down.
To Russell’s credit, he is a stickler about all of his
lifeguarding staﬀ having their certiﬁcations up to
date, their skills tested in weekly “drill sessions” that
he and/or his assistant director Tom Plitsch oversee
to make sure that these youngsters are sharp, ready
and able to save lives if necessary. During his tenure
there has never been a drowning, despite hundreds
of thousands of people having jumped into that water. “We’ve been lucky, but it also takes a lot of work
and training,” he said. “We’ve had a few close calls.
It was two years ago, I think, when we had a gentleman go into cardiac arrest while swimming his laps.
My guards recognized he was in trouble, responded,
got him out, did CPR and he pulled through.”
As a former young pool brat and Seahawk swimmer, a mother of three young children who are all
now employed at the Moriello Pool as lifeguards,
I can attest to the seriousness that Russell imparts
to his staﬀ. They’re not to talk to anyone while lifeguarding; they’re to blow whistles if rules are broken and set oﬀ their emergency response signal if
any type of danger is sensed, in or out of the water.
“We have a great group of kids here,” he said, looking out over the various guards aged 15 to 24 years
old. “They’re kind, they’re smart, they work hard.
For a lot of them, this is their ﬁrst job, and it’s an
important one.” Not only do they learn to save lives,

The library high school Battle of the Books team, known as the Elting Literary Warriors, took third place
at the regional Battle of the Books competition on August 16 at Columbia-Greene Community College in
Hudson.

Elting Literary Warriors take third place
at Battle of the Books

T

HE LIBRARY HIGH school Battle of the Books team, known as the Elting Literary Warriors,
took third place at the regional Battle of the Books competition on August 16 at Columbia-Greene Community College in Hudson. They competed against 13 other teams in their
knowledge of ﬁve books that they read this summer.
The middle school team competed on August 17 against 23 other teams over their mastery of six
books. They had a four-round winning streak and missed making it to the ﬁnals by a nail-biting one
point in the ﬁfth round of regular play.
The Battle of the Books is a national summer reading program that encourages a community of
engaged middle- and high-school-aged readers by introducing them to great books, authors and their
fellow readers in an atmosphere of friendly competition and good sportsmanship. The New Paltz
team is supported by the Maya Gold Foundation.

but also to scrub toilets. Besides teaching a large
portion of the community the lifesaving and lifelong
skill of swimming, Moriello Pool is also a large summer employer of water-friendly youth. “We have 50
employees this year, with 27 that are full-time,” he
says, noting that many of the lifeguards he has on
staﬀ now are kids of former Moriello lifeguards. “It’s
deﬁnitely a family aﬀair,” he says with a laugh.
Other things his employees also learn are Russell’s sarcastic sense of humor, his thoughts on political correctness, his ‘back-in-the-day’ musings, his
almost-obsessive caretaking of the grass, the need
for the front gate till to be balanced exactly, his en-

Pilates of New Paltz

joyment of having squeamish kids scrub garbage
and unclog toilets and, of course, his gift of gab. But
mostly, what everyone comes to realize, if not at
ﬁrst, is that Russell cares and grows to have a certain aﬀection for those who have worked for him and
with him over the years.
Safety is the utmost importance on Russell’s threepage printed list of “operating instructions” for the
pool, but operating a complicated and at-times-temperamental system of pumps, valves, ﬁlters, liners,
gutters and drains is no easy task. It’s hard for Russell to take a vacation, as he is often called or he can
even be Facetimed to ﬁx a problem that could po-

Join us at Hasbrouck House for our FREE
6XQVHW)OL[ ƓOPVHULHV7KHIXQFRQWLQXHV
WKURXJKRXWWKH6XPPHU&RPHHDUO\IRU
WKHPHGIRRGGULQNVDQGVXUSULVHV
Visit www.hasbrouckhouseny.com for details.

WELCOME TO TRX!
TRX uses straps and your own body weight to lever
an amazing full body workout.
Blend TRX work with traditional Pilates Mat Work.
MAT AND TRX/MAT BLEND SCHEDULE:

MON
9:30 am – Mat
10:30 am – Mat/TRX blend
5:30 pm – Mat
6:30 pm – Mat

TUES
4:30 pm – Mat/TRX blend
WED
9:30 am – Mat/TRX blend
FRI
7:00 am – Mat

www.p i l ate sne wp al tz .c om
REFORMER TOWER •

|

Class size is limited to insure quality
instruction.
Call or text ahead to reserve your
spot. 845.255.0559
$18/class – $160/10 class card. Cash
or check only.

12 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz

CHAIR • MAT • TRX • BARRELS •

TRAPEZE TABLE • MAGIC CIRCLE

Sunday September 1

Rocky Horror Picture Show
7 — 11pm, Movie @ 8pm

Join us for the last
Sunset Flix of the Summer
Labor Day Weekend!
Hasbrouck House | 3805 Main St, Stone Ridge | 845.687.0736
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tentially shut the pool down, if not taken care of immediately. “You name a time of night and I’ve been
here ﬁxing something,” he says, noting that he has
spent many an all-nighter at the pool attempting to
get a pump running, a valve to shut oﬀ or a ﬁlter to
start acting like a ﬁlter.
Although Russell has more institutional knowledge of the history of the pool than any other person alive, as well as a manuallike recall of how every piece of machinery works, it wasn’t as if being
a pool director was anything he ever set out to do,
and certainly never believed he’d be doing this long.
“I started working here in 1979,” he says. “At some
point I also coached the Seahawks for a few years.
We’ve always had a summer swim team, ever since
the pool was constructed. I worked at the IBM pool
in Poughkeepsie for a few years, and really all I knew
how to do was to check the chlorine levels and call
the plumber if there was a problem.”
He had graduated with a teaching degree, was
doing substitute teaching work and trying to make
extra money as a “coach of anything: Seahawks, soccer, baseball…whatever,” when he was approached
by the former Moriello Pool director, noting that
there was going to be a vacancy and asking did he
want to apply for the job. “For whatever reason, they
thought I was qualiﬁed, although all we did back
then was throw in big tablets or buckets of chlorine
and hope for the best,” he says with a laugh. “I had
never thought to myself, ‘I really want to be a pool
director,’ or ‘I really want to work at a public pool
all summer for the next 30-plus years.’ It just happened. And now it’s just what I do and what I know.”
Having been hired as the pool director in 1986,
Russell remembers when the Village took over the
pool from a private group of residents, and then
when the Town and Village joined forces to help
fund and operate the pool. “The Village had a large
matching grant in the late 1990s to renovate the pool
and put in new ﬁltration systems and gutters and a
bathhouse, as the old bathhouse was falling apart,”
he recalls. “We were supposed to have it done before
the pool opened; but as we know, that didn’t happen.” The pool renovation and the bathhouse project went over-budget and over-schedule, and they
lost an entire summer with the pool being unable
to open. All of this was hard on the community, but
most of all Russell, who was trying to answer to everyone, including the Town and Village, the community, his employees, the contractor, the grantwriter,
all kinds of ad-hoc committees; but at the end of the
day, he just wanted the pool to open.
“We did get a nice renovated pool, but the bathhouse didn’t happen. We had to rent trailers and
porta-potties, and eventually we did get a new bathhouse, but it took six years.” Those were the lean
years, when revenue was down, as there was no bathhouse or concession stand, and only the tried-and-true
kept coming. Russell stayed the course and steadied
the ship, and eventually, once the bathhouse was built
and the pool opened on time for the past several years
(again, due in large part to Russell himself going every
day after work or during retirement to ensure that the
pool was ready to open by Memorial Day), revenue
and memberships did climb back up.
“We have over 300 family memberships, 50 single
memberships, 40 senior citizen memberships this
year, and we have no less than 35,000 people come
through this gate in the summer.” When you look
at the numbers of people, the vast majority of them
New Paltz residents, going in and out of the pool, it’s
astounding. The pool is in operation -- whether it’s
for the summer recreation swim team or masters’
swim, learn-to-swim lessons, adult aqua aerobics,
swim meets, SOS 4 Kids and regularly scheduled
community swim time -- for no fewer than 100 hours
a week. “This is not the type of place you just shut oﬀ
the lights and lock the doors and go home,” muses
Russell. “You’re always on call.”

NEW PALTZ | EVENT

For 140 years, from 1823 to 1963, The Catskill Mountain House stood atop the Catskill high peaks as a
symbol of the Gilded Age. Beginning in the 1850's, The Laurel House, The Hotel Kaaterskill, The Overlook
Mountain House and The Grand Hotel also became world-famous vacation spots that attracted business
tycoons, artists and presidents.

New Paltz Historical Society September
screening: Catskill Mountain House

T

HE NEW PALTZ Historical Society invites the public to a screening of the ﬁlm The Catskill
Mountain House and The World Around, presented by award-winning ﬁlmmaker Tobe Carey on Wednesday, September 4, 7 p.m., at the New Paltz Community Center, located at 3
Veterans Drive in New Paltz.
The ﬁlm is the story of America's ﬁrst great mountain-top hotel, romantic tourism and cut-throat
competition in New York's Northern Catskills.
For 140 years, from 1823 to 1963, The Catskill Mountain House stood atop the Catskill High Peaks
as a symbol of the Gilded Age. The story of the rise and fall of the Catskill Mountain House is a compelling tale of steamboat and railroad empires, bitter rivalries, exclusive private preserves, fabulous
art and picturesque landmarks that celebrated the Catskills as part of the American "Grand Tour”
and as America's "First Wilderness."
Refreshments will be served. This event is free and open to the public.

Because of his retirement from his teaching career,
two of his three kids having graduated from college,
Russell said that he did what he promised he’d never
do: “I was here every day beginning in March to make
sure this place opened.” Before that he was also with
his dog, Kiki, and taking advantage, for the ﬁrst time
in his life since he was a kid, of the Mohonk Preserve.
“I wanted to explore what was right in my back yard,
and I ﬁnally had the time to do it.” Once he does the
myriad of things that need to be done in order to close
the pool down this week, and doing his best to secure
the place for the winter, Russell plans on taking his hiking boots and canine traveling companion through the
Minnewaska trails and carriage roads.
As the YMCA Camp Wiltmeet buddy check happens, guards punch in and out and people poke their
heads in to say “Hi,” Russell and Plitsch go over their
own history together. “I swam Seahawks and began
lifeguarding here in 2008,” says Plitsch. “And I’ve
been the co-director for the past seven years. I enjoy
it. I spent so many fond years here as a kid, and then
Bill hired me and eventually, I became an assistant
director. It has an incredible community feel to the
place. You know a lot of the members and watch the
kids grow up and learn to become strong swimmers.
I like working with the head guards and the staﬀ and
just knowing that we’re helping to provide a really

important community asset.”
If there’s a valuable “community asset” here, it’s
also in the job that Russell has done and continues to
do year after year. Although he’s immune to ﬂattery,
everyone knows that he is Oz behind the curtain.
He’s such a ﬁxture that you almost do not even know
he’s there, pulling all the strings, greasing all of the
wheels and turning all of the switches on and oﬀ to
make sure that summer arrives each year in the form
of a pool for all to enjoy. Caps oﬀ to you, Russell! ++

HOMEGROWN PRODUCE
PICKED EVERYDAY!

Davis

Corn, Tomatoes, Strawberries,
Cantaloupe, Watermelon
& Much, Much More!

We do it right the first time!

Fresh-cut Sunflower & other flower
bouquets picked daily from our garden!

The Masterpiece Massage

Plumbing & Heating

NYS Licensed Massage Therapist

By popular demand at
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“The L Salon”

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”

Plants, Trees, Shrubs & Garden Room Items

Uptown, New Paltz
For Services and Bookings:
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Bakery • Jane’s Ice Cream
OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30

By Adam Reid, L.M.T.

845.250.ADAM

(845) 532-1865

GARDEN CENTER SALE – 30% OFF
(Excludes Mums, Asters & Kale)

Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050
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Schools

Student events, proﬁles & sports

New Paltz girls tennis:
repeat, repeat...repeat?
by Rich Corozine

T

HREE MHAL TITLES in a row for the New
Paltz girls tennis team? Why not...they return their three top singles: Natalie Meyer,
Ariana Rodriguez and Emily Wong-Pan,
and their second doubles trio of Pilar Duvivier, Eliza
Behrke and Aidan Hoover, losing only ﬁrst doubles
Riley Finnegan to graduation. So, the Huguenots are
loaded once again.
"We have a lot of strong players," says long-time
coach Scott Taylor. "Natalie had a phenomenal year
at ﬁrst singles, going undefeated in league play (80) and beat two former MHAL champions in doing
so and then ﬁnishing third individually in the MHAL
Championships. Ariana, at second singles, was like
gold at that position. If she plays anyone close to
her ability, I'd put my money on her. She's a ﬁerce
competitor and seems to always ﬁnd a way to win.
She was also undefeated (7-0 at second singles, 1-0 at
ﬁrst singles). Emily is our third singles and is steady,
hard-working and as coachable a player as I've ever
had. She always gives her best eﬀort and is an outstanding example for everyone on the team."
"In doubles, losing Riley, who along with Amelia
St. John, who returns, went 5-1 (losing only to Spackenkill) will be diﬃcult, but with our trio, who all rotated at second doubles last year -- because I couldn't
decide who ought to make up that team -- all seemed
to gel no matter the combination I put out there.
What pleased me the most was how they grew in
conﬁdence with each match played. Last year, none
of the three would have thought that they would be
starters. And no one thought that they would go undefeated (9-0). We couldn't have won the championship without them. They were our ace in the hole."
Well, this is all well-and-good, but the main rea-

Highland boys soccer Gino Mazzella (center).

Highland
soccer preview:
middling along
by Rich Corozine

T

HE HIGHLAND GIRLS soccer team took
some big hits with graduation, losing allaround four-year starter Teresa Mazzella,
keeper Angelica Silva and striker Bella Valentino, but return a solid core in ﬁfth-year starter,
senior forward/midﬁelder Brooke Harris, junior
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New Paltz tennis (L-R) Natalie Meyer, Ariana Rodriguez, (the now graduated) Riley Finnegan, Emily Wong-Pan.

son the girls took home their second straight MHAL
title was (and is) Taylor himself. Proof of this is he
has also coached the New Paltz boys to three straight
MHAL titles, with the doubles team of Isaac Cheruiyot and Noah Kalus (now graduated) the three-time
MHAL doubles champions. Taylor's record with both
teams is unprecedented in the MHAL, and is mainly
due to his philosophy of "tennis values": treat others
as you want to be treated; helping one another as
the key to everyone achieving their best. "It's tough
to win a championship, even tougher to win two ina-row."
How about three in-a-row?

"We have 28 players on the roster right now, so
there will be a lot of sorting out of who will comprise my doubles teams," says Taylor. "But, we'll certainly compete for another championship. We take
nothing for granted, though, as Spackenkill is always
good and we'll have to be at the top of our game to
beat them. It was very close last year. The key is
working hard in practice and focusing on continuous improvement."
New Paltz opens the season at home (SUNY New
Paltz courts) against FDR on Thursday, August 29 at
4 p.m. ++

Highland girls soccer (L-R) Nicole Iapoce, Brooke Harris.

midﬁelder Nicole Iapoce, junior midﬁelder Breanna
Berean, junior defender Emma Beck, junior midﬁelder Morgan Calimano, and junior keeper Leah
Schlosser, plus senior backup and defender Olivia
Crimi-Varoli and junior Icis Roman. So, the talent is
there to improve on last season's .500 record (8-8).
Coach Kathalene Canosa attests to the fact that
"we have a really strong core group of players, with
lots of experience. We lost only Teresa and Bella and
Angelica but our veterans plus our younger players
should take up the slack."
For the Highland boys, 4-12 last season under returning coach Frank Alfonso, it is another season
trying to recapture the magic from ﬁve years ago,
when the Huskies won their last Section 9 Class B

title -- and ﬁrst in 20 years). Losing just midﬁelder
Jordan Reynolds to graduation, the Huskies also return a solid core in junior midﬁelder Gino Mazzella,
senior midﬁelder Tim Petty, junior defender Brandon Monteverde, senior goalkeeper Chris Wood, junior midﬁelder Liam Whalen, sophomore midﬁelder
Logan Lucas, junior forward Luca Pironi and senior
forward Brian Lopez.
"We'll play with a lot of energy and hopefully get
back to the Section Tournament again," said Alfonso.
The Highland girls open the season at home
against Rondout on Tuesday, September 3 at 4 p.m.;
while the boys host Rondout on Wednesday, September 4 at 4 p.m. ++
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New Paltz volleyball (L-R) Caitlyn Hulkbert, Ella Skye Franks, Jordan Giancola.

Highland volleyball Paige Dauenheiumer.

New Paltz and
Highland volleyball
by Rich Corozine

N

EW PALTZ VOLLEYBALL has won one Section 9 title in all its years: in 2001 -- led by
Section 9 Player-of-the-Year Andrea Wilkinson and supreme setter Angela Robins -- and
has for the past nearly two decades routinely been a
solid-to-good team playing at .500 or better, but not
being able to get over that "hump" once again and challenge for another Section title. The Huguenots were 7-6
last season under returning coach Kristen Conrad and
fell in the Class A semiﬁnals to Goshen. For Highland,
3-12 last season under ﬁrst-year coach Roy Bell, that
record was actually a step in the right direction. Not
since the late 1990's have the Huskies contended for a
title. For both teams, returning most of their top players, perhaps this season can be a "dream-come-true."
"We have almost our entire team returning, losing
Rebecca Aurigemma and Hailey Osborne to graduation, with the addition of two young middle blockers -- Francheska Geminiano and Alex Frenza -- who
have been working very hard this year. We're looking
for leadership from Jordan (setter Giancola) and Ella

Highland volleyball Abbie Kemp.

(setter Skye Franks) to dominate the league. They
are oﬀensive powerhouses and defensively quick
and skillful. We're looking forward to a great season."
Other top returnees are setter Caitlyn Hulbert,
libero Lauren Thompson, outside hitter Mena Bonagura, outside hitter JoJo Tanzi. Another top newcomer is setter and defensive specialist Esve Mullins.
For Highland, Bell has returning: his daughter, setter Olivia Bell, outside hitter's Paige Dauenheimer
and Abby Kemp, plus last-season starters Dehane
Stevens, Maddy Garswide and Nicole Wilk.
New Paltz opens the season at home against Spackenkill on Friday, September 6 at 5 p.m.; Rondout visits Highland on Thursday, September 5 at 5 p.m. ++

New Paltz boys
cross country Preview
New Paltz boys cross country, ﬁfth in Section 9 and
fourth in the MHAL and with a 14-1 overall record last
season, lost big-time runner Logan Linares -- second
in last year’s Section 9 Class B championship -- return veterans Riley Brutvan and Joseph Ayala (plus
highly regarded newcomers in Aiden Kirsch and Dan
Kniﬀen) and a 36-man roster for coach Joe Foti.
“With 36 on the roster we have many returning athletes as well as a signiﬁcant amount of newcomers.

The team dynamic has been electric so far, and they
are ready to race. For the regular season we can compete with anyone. Even with perennial powerhouse
FDR and MHAL newcomer Mount Academy, we believe we can, at minimum, match our success from last
year...and this includes improving our team standing
in the MHAL championships. For Sections, Cornwall
being upped to Class A leaves the Class B title up for
grabs. With Riley, Joseph and a multitude of returnees
and promising new team members, we seem poised to
make a strong case for sending seven to States,” said Foti.
-- Rich Corozine
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Feedback
The Chosen One -- President Trump
Letter guidelines:
The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers.
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all
print publications, available space is determined by ads
sold. If there is insufficient space in a given issue, letters
will be approved based on established content standards
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.
All letters should be signed and include the author’s
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:
The New Paltz Times editorial office is located at 322 Wall
Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news
releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com,
attention Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.
Ulster Publishing’s business office is at 322 Wall Street in
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329,
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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In the two-and-a-half years that Donald Trump has
held the reins of executive power, a dark shadow of
hate has slowly begun, to reveal itself, initially in verbally racist/ethnic jargon, but lately it has started to
resort to deadly physical force. Perhaps as with all of
us, I stand somewhat in shock that such deadly racial/ethnic verbiage and physical violence, something
out of our early 20th/19th century past, continues to
haunt us in this our 21st century. Why, why the continuation? How possible is such verbiage and violence
dormant as if nonexistent?
Answers to the above perhaps lay in an earlier book
of mine: Destructive Impulses: An Examination of an
American Secret in Race Relations: White Violence
(1995). Though the book zeros in on such violence directed at Americans of African descent, it is evident
that those behind the violence were Americans of European descent. The word "secret" in the title evokes
something generally unknown/not discussed, and
thus in the case of perpetrators of violence, legal and
prosecutorial silence.
What is clear about the violence in the era of President Trump, and that is the "secret," is revealed for what
it is and has always been -- racial and ethnic violence
perpetrated by whites. What also is now revealed about
the "secret" here in the 21st century is its indiscriminate
use of violence directed at fellow white Americans. And
Trump calls himself the "Chosen One?"
Dr. A. J. Williams-Myers
New Paltz

Letters, columns & op-eds

less of their discipline, should include the “climate
connection” in their courses, in order to help their
students become part of the solution.
Dan Guenther
New Paltz
PS: Last May, the PPM of CO2 reached 415!

Early voting
In January of 2019, the New York State Legislature
passed the early voting bill to give all New York voters the opportunity to vote on dates other than November 5, 2019. There are seven early voting sites
in Ulster County: Kingston, Ellenville, Woodstock,
Highland, Accord, Lake Katrine and New Paltz. In
New Paltz, the early voting site is the Redeemer
Lutheran Church, 90 Route 32 South, across from
SUNY New Paltz campus. The days, dates and hours
are as follows:
Saturday, October 26, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sunday,
October 27, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Monday, October 28,
noon-8 p.m.; Tuesday, October 29, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.;
Wednesday, October 30,noon-8 p.m.; Thursday,
October 31, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Friday, November 1, 9
a.m.- 5 p.m.; Saturday, November 2, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.;
Sunday, November 3, 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. Be part of New
York history by coming out and vote early!
Be the ﬁrst to view the electronic pollbooks and
learn about early voting sites with the Board of Elections on September 11, 7 p.m., at BOCES, located on
Route 32 North in New Paltz.
Liz Lee
New Paltz

We keep pushing for green power
We had an excellent initial meeting last week with
representatives from the New York Power Authority
(NYPA). NYPA is developing their program so they’ll
soon be able to sell green power directly to local municipalities like ours for our electricity accounts like
Village Hall and the water and sewer plants. This was
part of Governor Cuomo’s 2020 budget announced
this spring where NYPA’s role was expanded to help
with our State’s goal of 70% renewable energy by
2030 and 100% carbon-free electricity by 2040.
We would like the Town and Village of New Paltz to
be some of the ﬁrst communities in the State to consider this opportunity through NYPA.
This would be in parallel with the Community
Choice Aggregation (CCA) program the Town and Village are also setting up where households and businesses buy competitively priced green power from a
single energy supply company we contract with as a
collective. There will be another CCA open house on
Thursday, September 12 at 7 p.m. at the Community
Center on Veterans Drive to learn more. CCA is another important step we need to take to reach New
York’s renewable energy goals.
Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

The climate generation
Each year as the students return, we realize how
fortunate we are to live in a college community: diverse, intellectual, creative, progressive and stimulating. These students enhance the lives of those of us
who live in this “New Paltz Bubble.”
Two years ago, I was invited to a SUNY class as a
guest lecturer (but hopefully, more as a discussion
leader), to talk about sustainable agriculture. However, I am unable to do that without including climate
change.
When I wrote the number “402” on the board, I
indicated that this was possibly the most important
number in their lives. I was surprised that only one
student in this class of 24 knew that I was talking about
parts-per-million of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere,
an indicator of the proximity of climate chaos.
Certainly, we don’t want to traumatize students
about our climate situation, but it seems untenable to
graduate any student who is not at least conversant
with the climate conundrum. All professors, regard-

State Senator Jen Metzger
will do all she can
State Senator Jen Metzger is the real deal. She
pointed out that the diﬀerence between the cost of
repairing Tillson Lake Dam and destroying it is not
a “heavy lift.” She promised to ﬁght for the funds
and that is as much as any politician could say. The
point is that in Jen’s voice you know she really will
do all she can. With her in our corner we might be
able to keep this beautiful lake, secure even against
a 500-year ﬂood. Perhaps we can convince PIPC to
ﬁnd the means to permit swimming.
Hal Chorny
Gardiner

Ulster County needs a bona fide
comptroller
Ulster County contracts out over 150 million dollars for programs, most of which are not under the
county’s direct control.
The Charter created the Oﬃce of Comptroller to
provide oversight for these programs and to ensure
that they were run eﬃciently and eﬀectively. Ulster
County needs someone who can actually perform
these duties.
Lisa Cutten is running for comptroller and has a
record for ferreting out malfeasance and conducting eﬃciency and eﬀectiveness studies. She uncovered the fraudulent activity of the Lower Esopus
River Watch corporation, which resulted in a court
ordered return of nearly $400,000 to the county
and barred its director from engaging in any further
activity with non proﬁt organizations.
Ms. Cutten is a Certiﬁed Public Accountant with
over 20 years of professional experience and knows
Ulster County ﬁnances like the back of her hand.
This is the kind of comptroller that our County
needs.
Thomas Kadgen
Shokan

Election integrity
is the heart of democracy
In 2016, Russia targeted voting systems in all 50
states. In order to secure our elections, the House
passed a funding bill to allocate $600 million to
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Susan Slotnick

Recidivism for real
On the first day of Jeffrey Epstein’s incarceration, I went to prison. Of the hundreds of times I have
been inside “the walls,” this day was the hottest.
As I was escorted down a long airless concrete corridor, so massive it could have served as a coﬃn for
a dinosaur, I thought of Jeﬀrey Epstein.
Prisons are the opposite of princely opulence.
Aside from the heat, the claustrophobic stuﬀy domiciles, there are roaches, bats and rodents sharing the
same space.
The mattresses in prison resemble a thick gym
mat and often have a small pillow attached. The food
costs taxpayers less than $3 a day per prisoner. Despite those conditions, the hundreds of incarcerated
men I have known are generally in a good mood,
even happy. Most possess the grit to thrive under difﬁcult circumstances.
I pictured Epstein, whose every whim was granted
by a host of friends, enablers and employees, in a
prison environment. He won’t last a day I thought as
I walked through the endless enclosed passageway.
Rich men in prison are an anomaly. I was told by a
lawyer, “If all the men here had the funds to pay for
a proper defense, this place would be cleared out.”
Several years ago, before it was national news, I
read Filthy Rich: The Shocking True Story of Billionaire Jeﬀrey Epstein. I was writing an article about how
poverty determines criminal justice outcomes and
so I thought it apt to read about how money enables
wealthy white people to avoid consequences.
Since his suicide in prison and knowing about his
monstrous twisted criminal acts, I was curious about
what in his past caused such extreme abhorrence.
Not many answers.

states and localities so that they can protect voter
data and replace paperless voting systems with voter-marked paper ballots.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell will not
even allow this legislation to come up for a vote.
Please call his oﬃce and politely demand that he do
so (202 224-2541).
Election integrity is the heart of democracy. If we
don’t act now, Russia or other foreign actors could
launch another dangerous, far-reaching attack on
our elections in 2020.
Barbara Upton
New Paltz

KITCHENS
SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz
845.255.2022

Epstein was
a gifted student
from a middleclass
conventional
home,
nothing out of
the
ordinary.
He was a math
whiz,
learned
piano at a young
age and was regarded as a talented musician
by his teacher. Pictures of Epstein in high school
don’t feature the smug smile on his face seen in past
years. He was well-loved and considered sweet and
generous by his childhood friends.
His ability to purchase continuous extravagant
pampering made him too weak to cope with the indignities and discomforts of prison.
We live in a topsy-turvy world where people are
valued by their wealth, connections and fame rather
than the “content of their character,” as evidenced
(very very biggly) by the immoral ignorant buﬀoon
currently occupying America ’s big house. Compare
that occupant with some of the dwellers in prison
and the upside-down value system in society is apparent. Being rich, white and privileged doesn’t
necessarily make you good and strong. Being poor,
black and incarcerated doesn’t automatically make
you weak and bad, either.
Many prisoners decide to make the years lockedup productive -- to come out stronger, smarter and
more enlightened. Two formerly incarcerated men

are currently Yale professors -- one in divinity, the
other in law.
Many men take courses to become better fathers
and husbands and to be less impulsive. They graduate from high school and avail themselves of collegelevel classes. The old-timers in prison mentor the
young men. Many have discovered that caring for
others brings meaning to their daily lives and is accountable for why they are in a good mood, more
than just coping with a challenging situation. Some
who did not do well in school become academically
proﬁcient. Recently, the debate team from Eastern
Correctional, located in Napanoch, won against Harvard and West Point.
Getting out and facing society when they need to
provide for their basic needs of shelter, food and an
income, often times is almost impossible. It leads
some to recidivate.
Although we use the word recidivism to describe
the tendency for criminals to re-oﬀend, loosely deﬁned it could apply to anyone who commits crimes
over and over without the moral strength to aspire to
become a better human.
Jeﬀrey Epstein committed the same oﬀences over
and over, enabled not only by the people around him
and his wealth, but because he was rich, European,
good looking and connected to celebrities. Our cultural values have deteriorated to such a low level, we
worship and admire those types of people. We “voted”
one into the White House whose every act is a form
of recidivism, a constant re-oﬀence of lies, insults, disrespect for the rule of law, racism, misogyny and xenophobia. Crimes against women and fraudulent business dealings are just down the pipeline.
He may wind up in prison eating for three bucks
a day, sleeping on a gym mat and making pets out
of the rats and mice. He will have plenty of time for
internal self-reﬂection, although so far in either Epstein or the dude in the White House, there has been
no indication they are capable of a moral inventory.
Maybe Epstein had enough self-insight to know this,
or maybe his ﬁnal act was his last crime against his
victims.

HAPPY LABOR DAY!
Really Make America Great

SUPPORT UNION LABOR
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It’s the economy

Learning inclusiveness

SUNY New Paltz president Don Christian at this year’s
graduation.

What is the school’s special role in this situation?

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Last Thursday, August 22, was SUNY New Paltz Move-In Day. Pictured are freshman Joell Wilson of the Bronx with her
family, from left, mom Abigail Mercer, brother Joseph Wilson Jr. and dad Joseph Wilson.

It was back-to-school in a big way in New Paltz
last week with more than 2,000 newly enrolled
undergraduates, the largest number in SUNY New
Paltz’s history, arriving on campus to begin their
school year. A record number of new students
(freshman and transfer students) enrolled in the local state university for the fall semester of 2019, the
New Paltz institution said. It had reported on August
6 that nearly 1,200 ﬁrst-year students and 850 transfer students were scheduled to enroll.
SUNY New Paltz continued its Welcome Week tradition for new students with a moving-in day last
Thursday and a convocation ceremony and picnic
on Friday. Flocks of t-shirted, starry-eyed youngsters
wandered the spruced-up campus hither and thither. On Friday, university president Donald Christian
gave his annual state-of-the-college address in Lecture Center 100.
“It’s the people who make us special,” he told
the hundreds of faculty and staﬀ in attendance. The
members of the audience seemed to accept with
good grace their leader’s assessment of their role.
Meanwhile, returning students continued to arrive
on the campus throughout the weekend before classes began this Monday. Total undergraduate enrollment of New York State residents was tallied by the
school at 6,586. Of that number, 2,667 undergraduates were from New York City and Long Island, while
a slightly larger number, 2,949, identiﬁed themselves
as residents of the seven-county mid-Hudson region.
Each of the 14 New York counties within those three
regions contributed at least 100 new enrollees.
Leading counties in terms of where the undergraduates came from were Suﬀolk County with 821
enrollees, Orange with 784 students, Dutchess with
684, Ulster with 606, and Nassau with 536. Rounding

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Trafﬁc Defense
CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525

115 Green Street
Kingston, NY

out the top ten in the county undergraduate census
according to SUNY New Paltz data were Westchester
(384), the Bronx (363), Brooklyn (306), Queens (292)
and Manhattan (249). Estimates were for about 40
more graduate students this year as well as 120 more
undergraduates.

President Christian’s carefully prepared speech
was prefaced by a self-eﬀacing video that showed his
morning routine starting with a physical workout and
ending with an extensive campus walking tour greeting staﬀ. Then, amid appreciative laughter directed at
the screen during the video, he suddenly appeared in
person and walked over to the podium.
He had a serious message to deliver, one of the major themes of his decade-long leadership.
The school was changing, Christian said, and
learning to change with it was the challenge facing the entire school community. He noted the increased racial and ethnic diversity of the SUNY New
Paltz student population. This fall, he said, 48 percent of ﬁrst-time new enrollees were from minority
or disadvantaged groups — a new high. New Paltz
was ahead of the country, which he said anticipated
the same by 2040.
But diversity was not the same as inclusion, he
said. Diversity simply meant more diﬀerent kinds of
people. Inclusion involved everyone at the institution developing new customs and ﬁnding new ways
of dealing with each other. For SUNY New Paltz, he
said, change would require a more diverse faculty
and staﬀ and better preparation of all students.
Christian advocated for increasing opportunities
for student choice through more individualized instruction and closer faculty-student intellectual relationships. He called for deepening engagement with
those that the school serves. He outlines an honorable road map for a very long path.
The SUNY New Paltz president implied but did not
go so far as explicitly to say that the school, which
provides higher education to a diverse metropolitan
population from a nearby exurban location, had a
special role to play in the current political environment. The teaching and learning of collective lessons has always been the heart of that quintessential
New York experience, the melting pot. But these lessons may have taken on a new importance in an era
in which some political leaders are making the dehumanization of immigrants their central message.

An ambitious institution on the ascendancy,
SUNY New Paltz has struggled in recent years to
maintain its standards for high-school grade point
average and college admission test scores. Adjusted
for race and other demographic factors, the data
shows the school’s been doing well. Its students
score increasingly well in ranking systems. To continue its upward trajectory, it doesn’t appear to need
“environmental context dashboards,” quotas or other standards-boosting corrective devices.
Changing a culture toward greater inclusiveness requires qualities other than good test scores, however.
It requires positive steps toward racial equity. Looking
up Scholastic Aptitude Test scores for 2017-2018 by major racial groups, I developed rough approximations.
Using national data, Asian students had median SAT
scores of about 1150. Whites averaged about 1100, Latinos about 990, and blacks about 930.
Simpliﬁed data supplied by SUNY New Paltz provides numbers on the reported racial composition
by year of new freshmen and transfers. By the categories used, the number of new white undergraduate students has not much changed: 1003 in 2001,
1199 in 2010 and 1034 this fall. The number of new
students in the Hispanics category at the school increased every year: from 148 in 2001 to 236 in 2010
to 491 in 2019. Blacks were reported as 117 in 2001,
90 in 2010 and 157 this year. Asian students numbered 52 in 2001, 80 in 2010 and 120 in 2019.
The rise of the number of Hispanics among the
new students to almost half the number of whites has
not been widely commented upon. Why not? Many
Hispanics identify themselves as white by race. New
York City’s white population is 32 percent excluding
all Hispanics and 43 percent white including Hispanics who identify themselves as white.
National analyses of growth in the non-white population, most experts in demographics agree, are ﬂawed
by changes in the national census race categories.
Helped by these changes in category, the non-white
population increased from twelve percent in 1960 to 37
percent in 2015. Using the 1960 categories, the change
would have been from twelve percent to 18 percent.
Applied locally, that same analysis would considerably lengthen the time period prior to racial minorities becoming the new majority. But most arguments for equity and social justice are not based on
numbers. Equity is a moral argument. Inclusiveness
is not a numbers game.
Christian, who said he detected “increasing support for inclusion and community-building” at the
New Paltz school he heads, used the college’s widely
praised theatre arts program as an example of what
changes in culture could be achieved through the
increased use of “the expression of non-dominant
voices.” Said he, “People are paying attention.”
To be inclusive in ﬁlling faculty positions, the college president came out in favor not solely of universal open, competitive searches but of what he
termed “targeted opportunity hires.”
-- Geddy Sveikauskas
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Point of view

diﬀerent views
which view is right...tell us tonight in...500 words

500 words.. more or less
"That's because they never read the Book of
Acts." This was the response Bob Dylan gave to a
Rolling Stone interviewer's assertion that many of
Bob's fans thought the "everybody must get stoned"
refrain in his song Rainy Day Woman #12 & 35 indicated the song was about drug use. Dylan's reference was the stoning death of Stephen, by those
who opposed his public proclamations that Jesus'
resurrection proved he was the promised Messiah of
the Hebrew scriptures. This kind of "getting stoned"
was mentioned in the New Testament's Book of Acts
which recorded the early history of the Jewish believers after the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.
Recently, the real Michael of my too cutesy and irritating "Tale of two Michaels" letter expressed the
view that it was inappropriate to send gospel type
letters to Feedback because gospel talk should be
limited to church pulpits. However, Chapter 17 of
the book of Acts reveals that not only did Saul of
Tarsus go to local synagogues to prove from the
Hebrew Scriptures that Jesus of Nazareth was the
promised Messiah, but also to the marketplace. Indeed, one such marketplace was the Areopagus, a
place for philosophical debate. It was there that Saul
addressed the "people of Athens" speaking openly
about his beliefs. With this in view, the New Paltz
Times' Feedback section has always been a forum for
ideas of all kinds, including political, philosophical,
cultural and religious views. Because of this, I have
always viewed Feedback as a modern Areopagus in
which all views (if not always welcomed by readers)
were open to discussion. Keeping all the preceding
in mind, if I was ever informed by a Rolling Stone interviewer that my favorite (real) Feedback Michael
and other readers think that gospel talk is inappropriate in the the Feedback section, I would respond
with Dylan's words: "That's because they never read
the Book of Acts."

Is climate change, very real; or is it really no big deal
Please...tell us how you feel in...500 words
Will the Green Deal's goals ever be reached; should
old Donald be impeached
Write us a song...we'll sing along...500 words

(Sung to Peter, Paul and Mary's 500 miles)
If there's something on your mind; and you have
a little time
you can share...what's on your mind in...500
words
If you think Trump is lame; and his supporters
should feel shame
Please tell us why...and don't be shy in...500 words
Is abortion a topic that's taboo; please express
your point of view
Don't hesitate..we can't wait for your...500 words
Do you support BDS (e); are you a fan of Hermann
Hesse
Tell us now...you have at least...500 words
Is Social Security going broke; do you think Beto's
still woke
Give us facts...and opinions too in...500 words
Was Christine's story just a lie; was Kavanaugh a
guilty guy
If you have a view...let us hear from you in...500
words
Is blackface wrong or is it right; what if a black face
put on a face that's white
What's your view...we'd like to hear from you
in..500 words
Do you support a border wall; or do you hope all
walls will fall
No or yes...don't make us guess write...500 words
Have you heard the latest news; KT and Terry have

Is supporting illegal immigration the Bible's view;
or is such a view askew
Please be terse...using chapter and verse in... 500
words
Should I write less, should I write more; am I a
pretentious, sophomoric bore
Write a parody today...and have your say in (you
guessed it)...500 words
Want to write about church history facts; You
should read the Book of Acts
You'll be woke...with religious folk...write...500
words
There is more that I can say; but I won't say it today
I've done my best to use (more or less)..500 words
George Civile
Gardiner

Help keep local
journalism strong
The business of media is changing,
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked
journalism is needed now more than ever.
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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A Column for All,
About Justice for All
21ST CENTURY JUSTICE

D

istrict Attorneys wield tremendous power
in our criminal justice system. They decide
who to charge, which charges to bring, how
much bail to request, what sentences to
recommend, and even whether to reduce or dismiss
charges. These decisions have enormous consequences
for accused individuals, for victims and for communities
as a whole. So, it’s important to have a discussion about
the appropriate uses of prosecutorial power. For too
long, that power has been focused on punishment
and incarceration for all levels of crime instead of
concentrating on removing from the community those
who cause the most harm, the “drivers of crime,” while
promoting rehabilitation and diversion for those that
don’t pose a threat to public safety.

KNOW YOUR
COMMUNITY
PLAN YOUR
WEEKEND

Tragically, we have tried to incarcerate our way out of
the opioid crisis. We are incarcerating persons with
mental illness instead of diverting them into appropriate
treatment programs. What we should be doing in each
case is ﬁguring out what outcome is best for the victim,
the community and whether there is an opportunity
to rehabilitate the defendant. What intervention will
keep us safer and what intervention will strengthen the
community? Throughout New York there are successful
diversion programs, which are providing treatment
and rehabilitation for persons with substance abuse
disorders, mental health problems, veterans and youth.
These programs oﬀer defendants the opportunity to be
accountable and to repair the harm they’ve done. The
Ulster County District Attorney’s oﬃce has woefully
neglected diversion programs.

New Paltz Times is dedicated to in-depth,
well-written coverage of politics, the arts, crime,
schools and civic life in New Paltz and the
surrounding communities.
Almanac Weekly is a compendium of art,
adventure and ideas, with a coverage area that
spans the Mid-Hudson Valley.
Subscribers get both: A deep dive on the
political and community issues unique to
their communities and a survey of interesting
happenings within an hour or two of home.
Visit hudsonvalleyone.com for subscription and
advertising info.

❏ New Paltz Times

1 Year $45 in county
1 Year $50 out of county

Name
Address
City

Ulster Publishing
PO Box 3329
Kingston, NY 12402

I’m Dave Clegg and I’m running to be your next Ulster
County District Attorney. I want to focus on convicting
the “drivers of crime”, promote rehabilitation and
engage our community as a partner in justice. In the
following weeks, this column will explain the problems
that plague our criminal justice system and present
solutions for them. I hope you will support me in
bringing 21st century justice to Ulster County, by making
our community safer more just for all.
State

Zip

❑ Check here if you prefer an e-subscription. E-subs are full versions of our print newspaper
viewable online on your laptop, tablet, home computer or smartphone.

Please provide your email address: _________________________________________________________________
Or call 334-8200 with a M/C, Visa or Discovercard

Your user name and password will be emailed to you.

Dave Clegg brings four decades of experience practicing
criminal defense, and nine years as an Ulster County
Public Defender. He has fought for the rights of victims his
entire career. Dave is the Chairperson of the Ulster County
Human Rights Commission and has been a leader in our
community for decades.
PA I D P O L I T I C A L A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Legals
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of JK Vintage Jewels
LLC. Arts. of Org. ﬁled
with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 7/18/19.
Oﬃce location: Ulster County. SSNY
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The
LLC, 595 Madison
Ave, 37th Fl, NY, NY
10022. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
AMERIBAG
PRODUCTS, LLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 7/8/2019.
Oﬀ. Loc.:Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, 17 Glen
Pond Drive, Suite 3,
Red Hook, NY 12571.
Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Peck’s Endeavors LLC
Arts of Org ﬁled with
Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/19/19.
Oﬃce in Ulster Co.
SSNY desig. agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served & shall mail
process to Peck’s Endeavors LLC 51 Glen
Rock Circle Highland,
NY 12528. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
233 MAIN NEW BEGINNINGS, LLC. Arts.
of Org. ﬁled with the
SSNY on 07/15/19.
Oﬃce: Ulster County.
SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon
whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to the LLC, c/o
Rick Alfandre, 231
Main Street, Suite
201, New Paltz, NY
12561. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
JFM HUDSON LLC
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec.
of State of NY 5/24/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Ulster Co.

SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, 56 Main
Street, Esopus, NY
12429. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
HUDSON
VALLEY
M A N U FAC T U R I N G
LLC
Art. Of Org.
Filed Sec. of State of
NY 5/24/19. Oﬀ. Loc.
: Ulster Co. SSNY
designated as agent
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, 56 Main
Street, Esopus, NY
12429. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
332 STONYKILL, LLC
NOTICE is given of
the formation of 332
STONYKILL, LLC, a
limited liability company, by the ﬁling of
Articles of Organization with the Secretary of State of the
State of New York on
July 24, 2019. The ofﬁce of the LLC is locat-

ed in Ulster County,
New York. The Secretary of State has been
designated as agent
of the company upon
whom process may
be served. The Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of any process
against the company
served upon him to
332 STONYKILL, LLC,
144 Sparkling Ridge
Road, New Paltz, New
York 12561. The purpose of the LLC is to
engage in any lawful
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualiﬁcation of Guston CR
LLC. App. for Auth.
ﬁled with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on
6/28/19. Oﬃce location: Ulster County.
Principal
business
location: P.O. Box
266, West Hurley, NY
12491. LLC formed
in Delaware (DE) on
3/7/19. SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The
LLC, P.O. Box 266,
West Hurley, NY

Explore Hudson Valley Magazine

Fall in the Valley

12491. DE address of
LLC: CSC, 251 Little
Falls Drive, Wilmington, DE 19808. Arts.
of Org. ﬁled with DE
Secy of State, 401
Federal St, #4, Dover,
DE 19901. Purpose:
any purposes permitted by applicable law.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of 114 Kingston Hospitality LLC. Arts.
of Org. ﬁled with
Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 7/16/19. Ofﬁce location: Ulster
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 1511 Centre
Road, Rhinebeck, NY
12572. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
I N T E R N AT I O N A L
VIDEO CHALLENGE
LLC, Arts. of Org.
ﬁled with the SSNY on
06/19/2019. Oﬃce loc:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: The LLC, 541
Dubois Rd., Wallkill,
NY 12589. Reg Agent:
U.S. Corp. Agents,
Inc. 7014 13th Ave.,
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY
11228. Purpose: Any
Lawful Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
MODENA
AUTO
GROUP, LLC. Art. Of
Org. ﬁled with the
ULSTER PUBLISHING’S REASON
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SSNY on 05/14/19. Ofﬁce: Ulster County.
United States Corporation Agents, Inc.
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the LLC, 1950
Route 32 Modena, NY
12548. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of HOT HONEY
KITCHEN, LLC. Arts.
Of Org. ﬁlled with
Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 7/31/19. Ofﬁce location: Ulster
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 10
Lincoln Place, New
Paltz, NY 12561. Purpose: any lawful activity.
3720061
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Canos First Step,
LLC. Arts. of Org.
ﬁled with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on
8/1/19. Oﬃce location:
Ulster County. SSNY
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to:
218 Forest Hill Drive,
Kingston, NY 12401.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Serendipity A newspaper is a
better way to come across an
item you weren’t looking for.
Print readers are constantly
learning new things about their
communities.

Find your ideal
house in the ideal
setting inside our
A local perspective

Reach your
target customers

Be included

The Hudson Valley is a beautiful place, never more so than in autumn. Each year, tens of
thousands of residents spend their weekends enjoying the natural beauty that surrounds us,
and tens of thousands more "leaf-peepers" plan their vacations around it. Explore Hudson
6ALLEYű&ALLűINűTHEű6ALLEYűISűTHEűREGIONSűDEůNITIVEűGUIDEűTOű-ID (UDSONű6ALLEYűAUTUMNALűACTIVIties. It's a guided tour of all the big community events and annual activities in the area. Fall in
the Valley is one of our most popular sections because it's so useful for both residents and
tourists of all kinds. Everyone reads Fall in the Valley: it really has everything.

2EACHű OVERű  ű PRINTű READERSű INű ůVEű COUNTIESű WITHINű
trusted community weekly newspapers, including
thousands of subscribers. A digital version of the section
will also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com, which receives
200,000+ monthly visitors, many from New York City. All
sorts of people read Ulster Publishing papers, but we're
especially popular among upper-income readers who
value community and buying locally. As the largest independent local media company dedicated to local news,
we attract just the type of reader most likely to make a
special point of patronizing local businesses.
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of 42 Brescia Boulevard LLC Arts. of Org.
ﬁled with the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY)
on 8/22/2019. Oﬃce
location, County of
Ulster. SSNY has been
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The
LLC, 43 Brescia Blvd.,
Highland, NY 12528.
Purpose: any lawful
act.

with the SSNY on
08/19/2019. Oﬃce loc:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY
shall
mail
process to: James
S. Manuso, II, 5130
Route 212, Willow, NY
12495. Purpose: Any
Lawful Purpose.

REGION | ANNIVERSARY

LEGAL NOTICE
Cube Agency LLC
ﬁled w/ SSNY on
8/1/19. Oﬃce: Ulster
Co. SSNY designated
as agent for process & shall mail to:
1950 Albany Post Rd,
Wallkill, NY 12589.
Purpose: any lawful

PHYLLIS MCCABE

More Than 1,000 motorcyclists crossed Walkway Over the Hudson during last Saturday’s SkyRide.

Walkway Over the Hudson kicks oﬀ tenth
anniversary with SkyRide

D

URING AN EVENT nearly six years in the making, more than 1,000 motorcyclists from
across the northeast and mid-Atlantic region processed across Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Park on Saturday, August 24. SkyRide, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, oﬃcially kicked-oﬀ Walkway’s ten-year anniversary celebrations and raised funds to
improve the accessibility of the world-renowned landmark to veterans, senior citizens and those
with mobility challenges.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
Maiden Hen Ventures, LLC. Articles
of Organization were
ﬁled with the Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on 8/13/2019.
Oﬃce location: Ulster
County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to: 10 Lincoln Place,
New Paltz, 12561. Purpose: Any lawful acts
or activities. Latest
date upon which LLC
is to dissolve: No speciﬁc date

LEGAL NOTICE
Graﬃti Warriors LLC.
Arts. of Org. ﬁled with
the SSNY on 9/23/08.
Oﬃce: Ulster County.
Graﬃti Warriors, LLC
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to Graﬃti Warriors, LLC at 151 State
Rte.32S, #14, New
Paltz, NY 12561.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation

Notice is hereby given that GSM FAMILY
PROPERTIES, LLC, a
limited liability company, ﬁled Articles
of Organization with
the Secretary of State
on June 21, 2019. The
principal oﬃce is in
the Town of Gardiner, County of Ulster,
State of New York
and the Secretary of
State was designated
as agent upon whom
process against it
may be served. The
address to which the
Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of
process is: 141 Dusinberre Road, Gardiner,
NY 12525. The purpose of the company
is to engage in any
lawful activity for
which a company
may be organized under § 203 of the Limited Liability Company
Act.
LEGAL NOTICE
SANTA FE ROSENDALE, LLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 7/5/2019.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, 388 Main
Street, Rosendale, NY
12472. Purpose : Any
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
93 NORTH FRONT
STREET LLC Art.
Of Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 8/2/2019.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, 17 Burgevin Street, Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose : Any lawful act
or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
REJUVENATE PROPERTIES II, LLC. Art.
of Org. ﬁled with the
SSNY on 7/30/2019.
Oﬃce: Ulster County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to the LLC, PO Box
372, Gardiner, NY
12525. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of
WILDFLOWER
CHILD STUDIO LLC.
Art. Of Org. ﬁled
with the Sect’y of
State of NY (SSNY)
on 08/08/19. Oﬃce
in Ulster County.
SSNY has been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it

may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to
the LLC, 9 Rock City
Road Woodstock, NY,
12498. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose
LEGAL NOTICE
Metamorphosis Body
Modiﬁcations, LLC,
a domestic LLC, ﬁled
with the SSNY on
4/26/19. Oﬃce location: Ulster County.
SSNY is designated
as agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to 436 Broadway,
Kingston, NY 12401.
Purpose: any lawful.
LEGAL NOTICE
Maiden Voyage Ventures LLC
a domestic LLC, ﬁled
with the SSNY on
8/12/2019
address: E. Kharlamb
10 Lincoln Place, New
Paltz, 12561
Purpose: any lawful
LEGAL NOTICE
SKLAR FARM LLC,
Arts. of Org. ﬁled
with the SSNY on
06/17/2019. Oﬃce loc:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: The LLC, 1726
Ulster Heights Rd,

Ellenville, NY 12428.
Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
GAGGA WAGGA ENTERPRISES
LLC,
Arts. of Org. ﬁled
with the SSNY on
08/14/2019. Oﬃce loc:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: Seth Jacobson, 158 E 7th St.,
#D4, NY, NY 10009.
Purpose: Any Lawful
Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
DUDAROO REAL ESTATE LLC, Arts. of
Org. ﬁled with the
SSNY on 08/07/2019.
Oﬃce loc: Ulster
County. SSNY has
been designated as
agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: The LLC,
102 Fairmont Ave.,
Apt. BL, Kingston,
NY 12401. Reg Agent:
U.S. Corp. Agents,
Inc. 7014 13th Ave.,
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY
11228. Purpose: Any
Lawful Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
LAURELSIDE 1 LLC,
Arts. of Org. ﬁled

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location

• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro,
Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,
West Park, Esopus & Kingston
• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial,
cremation and memorial services
• Pre-arrangement counseling

Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents
who have relocated
• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

-ƨơƧ%ƞƜƤ

VICE PRESIDENT

Licensed Funeral
Director

Great Grandson of the Founder

$ƧƢƭƚ7ƨƫƬƨƧƞ -ƚƦƞƬ&ơƢƥƝƬ
)ƫƞƞƫ
-ƫ
PRESIDENT

Licensed Funeral
Director

Licensed Funeral
Director

Granddaughter of the Founder

A former Elting Family Home

38 Main Street
Highland,
New York
(845) 691-2281
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Get A $150 Cash Bonus
When You Join Your Local Solar Farm

*

$0

$3,600

10%

Cost to Join

Lifetime Savings

Monthly Savings

It’s simple. You only pay for the electricity that you
use, at a lower rate compared to Central Hudson.

(866) 826-1997
How Does Community Solar Work?

1

Solar Farm

2

We allocate you a portion of a
shared solar farm in your area
that will produce clean
renewable energy on your
behalf - no matter the season.

$160

CASH BONUS

Central Hudson

3

The electricity is sent to your
utility company. You will see a
discount on your normal
utility bill for the electricity
produced by your allocation.

Cash Bonus
When You Enroll

(866) 826-1997
www.solstice.us/np

* Estimated savings are based on a $120 average bill for a 25-year period.
Your rate will be 10% lower compared to your utility's rate. Final savings
depend on your monthly usage.

Your lights turn on as
always: no installation,
extra costs, or additional
downtime. Congrats, you
ﬁnally get to beneﬁt from
affordable clean energy!

• $10 when you call to learn more
• $75 when you enroll within a week
• $150 when you enroll within 24 hours of your ﬁrst call

Ready to go solar and join other NY residents?

A+ Rating with the BBB

You

