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Fred Riley (pictured above) has made it his mission to fix the crumbling roof at the First 
United Methodist Church of Highland. The church was built in 1869 and has long served 
as the centerpiece of the hamlet. Presently the roof is in major disrepair and needs 
attention to prevent any further damage to the building.

Man on a mission
Fred Riley is fi xing the crumbling roof at the 
First United Methodist Church of Highland

Incomplete 
streets
Creating a better New 
Paltz for all modes of 
transportation 

by Terence P Ward

G
OVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO 
signed “complete streets” leg-
islation in 2011, but New Paltz 
village trustees aren’t con-

vinced that the Department of Transpor-
tation has been retooled to refl ect the 
law, which requires “agencies to con-
sider the convenience and mobility of all 
users when developing transportation 
projects.” They’ve sent a letter to local 
representatives of the department lay-
ing out those concerns, which have been 
bubbling up for some time, but now boil 
over in response to a state plan to rede-
sign a village intersection in a way that 
Village Board members fi nd unaccept-
ably highway-centric.

A proposal for the intersection of North 
Chestnut Street and Henry W. Dubois 
Drive to add a traffi  c light “is entirely too 
highway- and auto-centric and confl icts 
with our community’s desire and com-
mitment to create complete streets,” 
according to the letter approved at the 
August 28 meeting of trustees. “It is too 
focused on turning lanes and lacks com-
plete street features, on-street parking, 
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T
HE NEW PALTZ Regional 
Chamber of Commerce’s Hir-
ing and Executive Committees 
have named Christopher Short 

to serve as the organization’s new exec-
utive director. He replaces former New 
Paltz Chamber director Jen Roe, who re-
signed recently after only a year at the 
helm.

“I feel like I can speak for everyone on 
the board and staff  here at the Chamber 
about our excitement for Christopher 
Short to start his next journey with us as 
our new executive director,” said Sheila 
Gilday, New Paltz Regional Chamber of 
Commerce Board chairperson. “He is 
a dynamic and innovative individual 
that brings years of marketing, project 
management, fi scal oversight, leader-
ship and presentation skills to the table. 
This will not only allow for the Chamber 
to reach its goals of better serving our 
membership and our community, but 
he’ll also be instrumental to help each 
and every one of our members succeed 
with his breadth of knowledge.”

Short has been a lifelong resident of 
the Hudson Valley and has served on 
several advisory boards and committees 
that have invested in the future work-
force of Dutchess, Orange and Ulster 
Counties. He has also been a part of sev-
eral program initiatives that have played 
a key role in the success of local busi-
nesses, community organizations and 
educational institutions.

For over 20 years, Short has worked 
with international corporations, small to 
mid-sized businesses and non-profi t orga-
nizations educating others in the aspects 

PLUS: ALMANAC WEEKLY I N S I D E

by Erin Quinn

F
ORMER TOWN OF Lloyd building inspector Fred Riley has made it his mis-
sion to fi x the crumbling roof of the First United Methodist Church of High-
land on Vineyard Avenue almost singlehandedly. This house of worship was 
built in 1869 and has long served as the centerpiece of the hamlet. Having 

weathered many a storm, and at least three roofs later, the church steeple was about 
to collapse before Riley stepped in and decided to do something about it.

New Paltz Regional 
Chamber of
Commerce selects
a new executive
director

Christopher Short.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 
NEW PALTZ | EVENT

Gardiner Day is September 7
Gardiner Day, the annual free celebration of “Fam-

ily, Friends & Fun” in the Gardiner hamlet, is coming 
back for the 30th time this year, on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7 from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Tents will be set up and activities, including live 
music performances, organized at three main loca-
tions: George Majestic Memorial Park, Station Square 
and Town Hall. Parking will primarily be at Majes-
tic Park, with a free hayride-style shuttle providing 
transport around the loop of sites for the festivities. 
Admission to everything is free of charge, although 
food, beverages and crafts will be available for sale.

New this year is an informal sort of vintage and 
custom car rally, involving no registration, fees or 
trophies -- although participants are encouraged 
to check in ahead of the festival date at (845) 389-
1849 for instructions. Owners (especially Gardiner 
residents) of classic cars, antique vehicles and hot 
rods are encouraged to show off  their vintage wheels 
alongside the fence at Majestic Park.

To learn more about Gardiner Day, visit www.face-
book.com/gardiner-day-new-york-162022735751.

The Louis and Mildred Resnick 
Institute lecture series

The Louis and Mildred Resnick Institute lecture se-
ries on “Jewish Communities and the Uneasy Future” 
begins on Wednesday, September 11, 7:30 p.m., in Lec-
ture Center 104 at SUNY New Paltz. Emeritus Professor 
of Political Science Zvi Gitelman will make a presenta-
tion entitled “Is the East European Chapter of Jewish 
History Closed?” Gitelman earned a Ph.D. and an M.A. 
degree from Columbia University and has often writ-
ten about the connection of ethnicity and politics es-
pecially in former Communist countries. He has also 
written about Israeli politics, East European politics, as 
well as Jewish political attitudes. His most recent publi-
cations include Jewish Life After the USSR and A Century 
of Ambivalence: The Jews of Russia and the Soviet Union, 
1881 to the Present.

Upcoming lectures include:
September 18 -- Lilian Weisberg, University of 

Pennsylvania, “The Berlin Jewish Community: Past, 
Present and Future.”

September 25 -- Kenneth Moss, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, “The Politics of Jewish Vulnerability in 1930s 
Poland.”

October 2 -- David Bell, Princeton University, 
“France and the Jews: An Entangled History.”

October 16 -- Annie Polland, American Jewish His-
torical Society, “Emma Lazarus and the future of the 
American Jewish Community.”

October 23 -- Carolyn Dean, Yale University, “The 
Witness Avengers: Armenian and Jewish Assassins 
on Trial, 1921 and 1927.”

The director of the series is Gerald Sorin.

See you September 10
at the Mushroom Shed

The monthly planning meeting of the Mushroom 
Shed will be Tuesday, September 10, 6 p.m., located 
at 92 Huguenot Street in New Paltz. 

A gathering event on Korean natural farming will 
take place at 7 p.m., where participants will corrobo-
ratively be demonstrating and sharing some natural 
farming processes. Everyone is welcome to both. 

The Mushroom Shed is adjacent to the Reformed 
Church of New Paltz Community Garden, located off  
of Broadhead Street, between Deyo Hall and Dressel 
Field.

For more information, contact Amanda Heidel at 

SUNY New Paltz and Unison Arts Center 
will cohost Ridgefest

T
HE SCHOOL OF Fine & Performing Arts at SUNY New Paltz and Unison Arts Center will 
present Ridgefest, a new community arts festival celebrating the rich diversity of per-
formance art in the Hudson Valley, from Friday, September 6 to Sunday, September 8. 
The Ridgefest lineup features music, dance and theater, including evening performances 

and family-oriented shows, all taking place at venues on the New Paltz campus: Studley Theatre, 
Parker Theatre and McKenna Theatre.

The weekend begins at 6 p.m. on Friday, September 6 in the Student Union Building Multipur-
pose Room. The kickoff  celebration will honor SUNY New Paltz President Donald Christian and 
Unison founders Stuart and Helene Bigley for their support of the local arts scene, with music 
provided by student group Absolut A Cappella. Hors d’oeuvres and desserts are included with the 
ticket price, and there will be a cash bar.

The festival continues with a range of eclectic performances on Saturday, September 7 and Sun-
day, September 8. Featured acts include: 

• The Nields, a contemporary folk act whose latest album pays tribute to Pete Seeger;
• The Bonsai Trees, a high-energy indie rock band;
• Raina Sokolov-Gonzalez, a jazz and R&B-rooted singer and composer based in Brooklyn, per-

forming with storyteller, poet and performer David Gonzalez;
• Mario, Reynaldo and Niko Rincon, the powerhouse fl amenco trio; and
• OKRA Dance Company, exploring the evolution of dance from its African origins to European 

infl uences.
The weekend will also off er family-geared performances for kids and adults alike, including 

“Firebird” by the Puppet People; the one-man bubble comedy show “Bubble Trouble” with Jeff  
Boyer; and celebrated contortionist Jeff  Burns, who has appeared on “America’s Got Talent,” 
“Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood” and more.

For the full Ridgefest lineup, performance locations, festival map, and/or to purchase tickets to 
the kickoff  party and individual shows, visit the Ridgefest website.

The Nields.

732-778-0001 or e-mail communitymushroomshed@
gmail.com.

Community luncheon at Jewish 
Center on September 10

A community luncheon sponsored by the Jewish 
Congregation of New Paltz will be held on Tuesday, 
September 10, noon, at the Jewish Center, located 
at 30 North Chestnut Street in New Paltz. Volunteer 
Chef Gayle Shankman has planned an Italian menu 
including: roasted tomato soup with fresh basil, a touch 
of cream, caramelized shallots and garlic bread; pasta 
primavera with vegetables of the season and shaved 
Parmesan; eggplant and zucchini marinara; and warm 
apple crisp with Vanilla bean ice cream. 

The cost is $9 for non-members of the Congrega-
tion and $5 for members, payable at the door. Res-
ervations are required. For more information or to 
reserve a seat, please contact Myra Sorin at 255-5016 

or myrasorin@gmail.com. Please RSVP by the Fri-
day before the luncheon. 

 The luncheons are designed for adults, with spe-
cial encouragement to seniors, and are open to the 
entire community.

Town Hall meeting with Pat Ryan

A Town Hall meeting with Pat Ryan, the new Ulster 
County Executive, will be held on Thursday, Septem-
ber 12, 7 p.m., at the Gardiner Town Hall. Participants 
will have the opportunity to ask questions and discuss 
issues in the County that they are concerned about. 

Elting Memorial Library Fair to take 
place on September 21-22

The Elting Memorial Library’s 63rd annual Library 
Fair will be held on September 21 and 22. The library 
is accepting donations of books, fl ea market items, 



June 14, 2012  •  3  September 5, 2019 • 3  New Paltz Times 

 

Lloyd Historical Society to present Dr. William Rhoads

G
OOD NEWS FOR Hudson Valley art lovers. For its September program, the Town of Lloyd 
Historical Preservation Society (TOLHPS) will bring back Dr. William Rhoads, professor 
emeritus of art history at SUNY New Paltz, for a presentation on Elverhoj (Danish for “hill 
of the elves”), an early 20th century arts and crafts colony in Milton. The program will be 

held on Monday, September 9, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Vineyard Commons Theater in Highland.
In previous programs for TOLHPS, Dr. Rhoads described the region’s historic architecture, featur-

ing both buildings of note and the more mundane, some long gone and some still standing. The new 
program will take a look at Elverhoj’s buildings too, as they relate to the history and social impact of 
the colony, as well as the works of the artists and craftspeople who lived and worked there. 

“I want to bring to light this very little known, but important, colony,” Dr. Rhoads says. “There is a 
great deal of interest now in the arts and crafts movement, based on the ideal of works by individual 
craftspeople as opposed to mass-produced industrial products.” The movement, Rhoads explains, 
represents “social idealism, cooperation among individual artists rather than dog-eat-dog industrial 
production.”

Dr. Rhoads will describe how Elverhoj was founded in 1913 by two Danish-American silversmiths, 
in a period when the beauty of the Hudson Valley drew artists from all over. Original drawings by 
Elverhoj artists for jewelry and metalwork will be on view immediately before and after the slide 
lecture. The arts and crafts movement went into a slow decline beginning in WWI, Dr. Rhoads says. 
Still Elverhoj continued until the 1930’s when the Depression forced its demise, and the property 
was acquired by followers of Father Divine.

Vineyard Commons is located at 300 Vineyard Avenue. For more information about TOLHPS 
programs and plans, visit TOLHPS.org, look for Town of Lloyd Historical Preservation Society on 
Facebook, or call (845) 255-7742.

toys and jewelry. To make donation delivery easier, 
there will be a drop-off  day in the library parking lot 
on Saturday, September 14. Volunteers will be avail-
able to help. Following are the general schedule and 
guidelines for donations: Books -- accepting now 
until September 10 at the book shed (clean and in 
good condition; no college or high school textbooks, 
Readers Digest condensed books, magazines or ency-
clopedias). Toys -- now at the library circulation desk 
and on September 14 drop-off  day (clean and gently 
used). Jewelry -- now at the library circulation desk 
and September 14 drop-off  day. Flea market -- dona-
tions only accepted from September 7 through 18 at 
the circulation desk. Clothing, bedding, furniture, 
pillows are not accepted. For your convenience, 
please utilize the Saturday, September 14 drop off -
day in the library parking lot.

The library is located at 93 Main Street in New 
Paltz. For additional information, visit www.eltingli-
brary.org.

Mohonk Preserve autumn 
volunteer opportunities 

The Mohonk Preserve has volunteer orientation 

opportunities available in September. 
The Preserve’s volunteer educators will lead 

youngsters back in time to a Native American en-
campment and help them discover the Preserve’s 
streams, cliff s, forests, ponds and the animals and 
creatures that live there. Volunteer educators assist 
Preserve educators with outdoor school programs. 

Learn more at the Mohonk Preserve volunteer 
educator orientation and training on Wednesday, 
September 11 at the Mohonk Preserve Visitor Center 
conference room. Training for new volunteers will 
be held from 9 a.m. to noon and returning volun-
teers from 9:45 a.m. to noon. 

The Mohonk Preserve trailhead ambassador ori-
entation will be held on Saturday, September 28 at 9 
a.m. at the Visitor Center.

Join the Preserve’s trailhead ambassador group 
and play a vital role in welcoming new and returning 
visitors to the Preserve during the busy fall season. 
Share your love of the land by meeting and greeting 
the visiting public, give out general information, and 
off er suggestions on hikes. This is primarily an out-
door position located at the Spring Farm and Visitor 
Center trailheads.

To register for these trainings, visit https://www.

mohonkpreserve.org/how-to-help/volunteer/train-
ing.html.

Lagusta Yearwood
book release event

Elting Memorial Library and Inquiring Minds 
Bookstore in New Paltz will present an evening with 
local business owner and author Lagusta Yearwood 
on September 24, 7 p.m., in the Steinberg Reading 
Room of the library.

Founder of Lagusta’s Luscious, the fi rst vegan 
chocolate shop in the world, Yearwood also oper-
ates a café, Commissary!, and a retail sweets shop, 
Confectionery! in the East Village in NYC. Yearwood 
has now set her sights on the cookbook industry. 
Her fi rst off ering, Sweet and Salty, hits the stands on 
September 24. A smart, sassy, completely innovative 
introduction to vegan confections, Sweet and Salty 
features over 100 recipes for caramels, chocolates, 
bonbons, truffl  es and more for anyone looking to 
make their own vegan confections at home.

Snacks will be noshed, talk will be talked and all 
are welcome to this free event. The library is located 
at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

Free Hebrew school for 
kindergarten through second grade

Classes for Jewish learning, dancing and more will 
be held on September 28, October 26, December 14, 
January 18, February 15, March 14, April 25 and May 
9 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Jewish Congregation of 
New Paltz Community Center, located at 30 North 
Chestnut Street. The classes will be led by renowned 
artist and choreographer Susan Slotnick and New 
Paltz’s very own rabbinical scholar Rabbi Bill.

To register, call (845) 255-9817, or you can just 
show up. Parents are encouraged to stay for the 
class.

Volunteers needed to serve on the 
NPSCD Health Advisory Committee 

 The New Paltz Central School District (NPSCD) 
Board of Education (BOE) is seeking interested per-
sons to fi ll vacancies on the Health Advisory Commit-
tee. The committee advises the school district on plans 
and programs related to the health of the school com-
munity including nutrition, health and wellness, Safe 
and Drug-free Schools, HIV Advisory Council, SAVE’s 
School Safety Plan and Code of Conduct. The vacan-
cies to be fi lled by representatives from the following 
sectors for the terms indicated: parent representative 
vacancy (two-year term 2019-2021); community repre-
sentative vacancy (two-year term 2019-2021) 

Interested parties are invited to send a letter and 
resume no later than September 13, 2019 indicating 
interest in being considered for the Facilities or Legis-
lative Action Committee to: Dusti Callo, District Clerk, 
New Paltz Central School District, 196 Main Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 or boe@newpaltz.k12.ny.us.

New Paltz/Gardiner seniors
to meet on September 11

The Senior Citizens’ Club of New Paltz/Gardiner 
will meet on Wednesday, September 11, 1:30 p.m., 
in the social hall at the New Paltz VFW, located on 
Route 208 South. Health activist Rosemary Williams 
will speak about “healthy fast foods.”

Meet new friends, enjoy refreshments and sign 
up for a bus trip to enjoy lunch and to see Barefoot 
in the Park on September 25 at the Hunterdon Hills 
Playhouse.

Retired men to meet on September 9 
at the Plaza Diner

Retired men of the New Paltz Community invite 
retired men everywhere to the monthly breakfast 
meeting of Monday, September 9, 8 a.m., at the New 
Paltz Plaza Diner. 

Robert LaPolt, urging civic engagement, will speak 
about threats to the continued existence of Social Se-
curity, Medicare and Medicaid. 

For further information, contact Rob Greene at 
rasjgreene@earthlink.net or 256-9003.

LLOYD | HISTORY

Dr. William Rhoads, professor emeritus of art history at SUNY New Paltz, who will speak at the September 
9 program of the Town of Lloyd Historical Preservation Society in Highland.  Dr. Rhoads will present a 
program on Elverhoj, an early 20th century arts and crafts colony in Milton. 
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BRIEFLY  | NOTED  
NEW PALTZ | HOUSING

Aff ordable housing, rentals and regulation 
are focus of symposium at SUNY New Paltz

T
HE BENJAMIN CENTER for Public Policy Initiatives at SUNY New Paltz invites community 
members to a half-day symposium dedicated to one of the greatest challenges facing the re-
gion: the availability of aff ordable housing. “Hudson Valley Housing: The Impact of Short-
Term Rentals and the Prospect of Rent Regulation,” presented by the Benjamin Center, the 

SUNY New Paltz Foundation and RUPCO, will focus on two key recent developments aff ecting the 
aff ordable housing supply in our region. 

The symposium will take place on Wednesday, September 18, from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Stu-
dent Union Building Multipurpose Room on the New Paltz campus. A $25 registration fee includes 
continental breakfast; the symposium is free to SUNY New Paltz faculty, staff  and students. 

“Hudson Valley Housing” begins with “The Prospect of Rent Regulation,” a panel addressing the 
newly enacted state legislation that allows New York towns and cities to create their own regulations 
to keep rental properties aff ordable. 

Benjamin Center Director Gerald Benjamin will moderate this conversation between tenant at-
torney Jack Lester, a leader in achieving housing court reform in New York City and four regional 
municipal offi  cials:

• Randy Casale, mayor, City of Beacon
• Reynolds Scott-Childress, majority leader, City of Kingston Common Council, and assistant pro-

fessor of history at SUNY New Paltz
• Sarah A. Salem, city council member, City of Poughkeepsie
• David Sager, former manager, Village of Monticello
The second panel, “The Impact of Short-Term Rentals on Long-Term Housing,” is moderated by 

Guy Kempe, vice president of community development at RUPCO, a leading provider of and advo-
cate for quality aff ordable housing in the Hudson Valley.

Kempe will lead a conversation among Eoin Wrafter, Dennis Doyle, Dave Church and Freda Eisen-
berg -- the county planners of Dutchess, Ulster, Orange and Sullivan Counties, respectively -- about 
the relationship between short-term rentals and long-term housing in their communities.

The symposium wraps up with a summary of the current state of aff ordable housing in the Hud-
son Valley. Patricia Singh, Hudson Valley community organizer for Airbnb, and Alex Panagiotopou-
los, founder of the Kingston Tenant’s Union, will talk with moderator and Benjamin Center Associ-
ate Director KT Tobin, who will draw upon fi ndings from her forthcoming major long-term study on 
the cost of living in the Hudson Valley. 

“Hudson Valley Housing: The Impact of Short-Term Rentals and the Prospect of Rent Regulation” 
is a collaborative project of The Benjamin Center, RUPCO, and the SUNY New Paltz Foundation. It 
is presented in conjunction with the fourth annual Hudson Valley Future Summit, which will take 
place at SUNY New Paltz on November 18.

Preregistration is requested. For a detailed schedule and breakdown of the morning, visit: https://
www.newpaltz.edu/benjamincenter/. 

Recreational needs of the town

The Town of New Paltz Recreation Committee is 
conducting a survey of the town’s recreational pro-
grams. If any recreational or arts community pro-
gram coordinators do not receive a survey, please re-
quest one by e-mailing recreation@townofnewpaltz.
org. Individuals are also encouraged to take part in 
the survey. The purpose of the survey is to assist the 
Town Board and Recreation Department to under-
stand the future recreational needs of the town.

The Recreation Department is seeking interested 
youth and adults who would like to participate in co-
ed kickball, softball and/or volleyball. 

Indoor corn hole and bocce ball are also being con-
sidered for the winter months. Volunteers are needed 
to help facilitate the aforementioned programs/activi-
ties. Please contact the Recreation Department at the 
above e-mail address or call Recreation at 255-2512.

Hearing loss group: latest 
technology

The hearing loss group at the Gardiner Library will 
meet Thursday, September 12 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
This month’s topic is Latest Technology, Phone Apps 
and Assisted Listening Devices. Attendees will watch 
demonstrations of Smart Phone Apps like Ava, Tuni-
ty and Google’s Live Transcribe that are geared to 
helping people who are deaf or hard of hearing have 
access in any number of places. They can try Hear-
Wear, CapTel captioning phones and HearLink elec-
tronic devices to enhance hearing. 

Those who wish to attend can bring any device to 
share with the group that works for them. The goal 
is to provide information and support to those who 
have or live with someone who has hearing loss. 
Hearing loss can be an isolating condition. 

Group leaders Florence Butler and Alice Tenuto are 
also co-chairs and members of the Hearing Loss of 
America -- Mid Hudson Chapter at Gardiner. The group 
meets in the library community room, 133 Farmer’s 
Turnpike. The community room is equipped with T-
coil technology for those with compatible hearing aids 
and cochlear implants. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Ulster Activists to meet
on September 8

Ulster Activists (U-Act)’s monthly general meeting 
wlll take place this Sunday, September 8 from 4 to 6 
p.m., upstairs at the New Paltz Village Hall, located 
at 25 Plattekill Avenue.

Ulster Activists is a group that formed after the 
2016 election to support issues such as health care, 
election reform, climate change and helping to elect 
progressive-minded candidates. This meeting’s 
agenda will include specifi c steps to help elect pro-
gressive candidates in November, including the new 
Neighbor to Neighbor program and an update on 
early voting; updates on the status of the NY Health 
Act and climate actions; and planning for U-Act’s 
September 22 Criminal Justice Forum.

Volunteers needed to serve on 
NPCSD Facilities and Legislative 
Action Committees 

The New Paltz Central School District (NPCSD) 
Board of Education (BOE) is seeking interested per-
sons to fi ll two vacancies on the Legislative Action 
Committee. The committee is designed to: inform, 
educate and advise the Board of Education and com-
munity concerning legislative issues and matters 
aff ecting public education; provide the community 
with a practical way to get involved in legislative is-
sues relating to the school district; advocate for the 
school district on the federal, state and local levels; 
review and monitor legislation to determine its im-
pact on the school district; build positive relationships 
with legislators for the school district; make known 
the school district’s needs to our elected offi  cials; en-
list community support for legislative issues that aff ect 
our schools; and inform and make recommendations 
to the Board of Education accordingly. The community 
members would serve on the Legislative Action Com-
mittee for the term indicated below: community-at-

large vacancy (one-year term 2019-2020); community-
at-large vacancy (two-year term 2019-2021).

The BOE is seeking one community volunteer with 
expertise in construction, architecture, facilities proj-
ect management, facilities planning or related fi elds. 

The Facilities Committee assists the BOE in provid-
ing oversight and support to the administration and 
staff  of the district. The Facilities Committee also 
advises and recommends to the full BOE action per-
taining to the district’s facilities. 

 Interested parties are asked to send a letter and re-
sume no later than September 13, 2019 indicating inter-
est in being considered for the Facilities or Legislative 
Action Committee to: Dusti Callo, District Clerk, New 
Paltz Central School District, 196 Main Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 or boe@newpaltz.k12.ny.us. 

Gardiner Library
presents ukulele club

The Gardiner Library will host another meeting of 
the ukulele club, the Ukuleleans, led by Jeff  Pfeff er 
on Wednesday, September 11 from 7 to 9 p.m. This 

free monthly club is for all ages of ukulele players, 
from beginner to experienced. The aim will be to en-
courage one another along as group members have 
fun with this uniquely upbeat instrument. Individu-
als will also be given the opportunity to perform for 
the group, if they desire, building confi dence to per-
form in front of audiences.

Clubs meet in the library community room, 133 
Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Read with dogs
at the Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library will hold its read with dogs 
program on Saturday, September 14 from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Beginning and struggling readers sign up for 
a 15-minute time slot to read to certifi ed therapy dogs. 
Please sign up ahead of time. Spaces are limited.

To sign up, call the library at (845) 255-1255 or stop 
by at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call the number above or visit www.gardiner-
library.org.
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NEW PALTZ | TOWN AND VILLAGE
 NEW PALTZ | SENIORS

Thanks to the New Paltz Recreation Department, local seniors enjoyed the final concert of the season 
at Thomas Bull Park in Montgomery. Hurley Mountain Highway entertained the crowd with hits of the 
60’s and 70’s. 

The look 
of storage
Town Planning Board 
discusses plans to expand 
New Paltz Storage
on Henry W. Dubois Drive

by Terence P Ward

A
NDREW LOYER CAME before New Paltz 
Town Planning Board on August 26 to 
work on his application to expand New 
Paltz Storage on Henry W. Dubois Drive. 

He wishes to erect a three-story self-storage build-
ing east of the existing structures, on less than half 
an acre he’s purchasing from the fi re department. 
The narrative in the application describes his desire 
“to ensure there will be little negative impact on the 
immediate area,” not far from where Loyer himself 
lives. A lot line revision would add just shy of half an 
acre onto the storage property.

The applicant is seeking waivers during this pro-
cess. The entire area of the lot will be 2.7 acres once 
the lot line is revised, but Loyer believes only .2 acres 
will be disturbed to put up the new building and as-
sociated systems. By that reasoning, he’d like only 

to survey trees on that much smaller portion. He is 
also asking for a waiver of the requirement to build 
sidewalks, intended for pedestrian traffi  c, using the 
rationale that the bicycle-only portion of the Empire 
State Trail might suffi  ce. Loyer also requested per-
mission to install an unlighted sign.

Sidewalks, and the frequency with which the re-
quirement to build them is waived, was used as an 
example of an undesirable outcome by Supervisor 
Neil Bettez recently when discussing amendments to 
the zoning code. Bettez posits that they are waived 
because board members “feel bad for the developer” 
due to the cost, but had no waivers ever been grant-
ed, the town’s sidewalk system would be nigh unto 
complete. Planning Board attorney Rick Golden said 
that he’d research the requirements to see if a waiver 
is even necessary along this particular street.

Although the attention given to the extensive 
landscaping plan was recognized, some changes 
are also being sought. There are two trees -- an oak 
and a maple -- of large size which might fare better 
if a proposed storm water retention pond is moved. 
Wetlands inspector Mark Carabetta and engineer 
Andy Willingham both spoke in favor of preserving 
those two trees in particular. Board member Lyle 
Nolan questioned partially waiving a tree survey, as 
the clearing proposed could involve “hundreds of 
trees,” but Loyer countered that there are only six in 
danger, with the rest of that area being only brush. 
This property has both state and town wetlands, and 
the state permit will be a condition of this approval. 
The town wetlands permit is applied for as part of 
this process. Carabetta spoke favorably of the mix 
of plants being proposed for landscaping, but had 
some changes he’d like to see before such a permit 
is issued.

The look of the building is intended to avoid the 
appearance of corrugated metal, with the applicant 
saying, “I live around the corner, and I care about 
New Paltz.” Instead, he’s looking for an exterior 

in metal and stucco, although board member Matt 
DiDonna thought any metal on a building this size 
would not be appealing. While that and other details 
will likely change during the planning process, Loyer 
explained that he is seeking something “a cut above” 
modern storage units, which are “not good enough 
for me.” Town architect Kurt Sutherland heard that 
emphasis, and suggested that some additional chang-
es to design and proportion could help achieve them 
without adding signifi cantly to the cost.

Loyer was reluctant to pin down the design more 
by providing a narrative with specifi c design ele-
ments or having his own architect attend. He ex-
plained that contractors “like their own materials.” 
Attorney Golden noted that for the CVS and McDon-
ald’s applications, conforming to local aesthetics 
was accomplished in part with Sutherland’s input. 
Golden added that the preference for one material 
or another was not a concern board members need 
entertain. Rather, the board’s purview is the impacts 
on the wider community. Loyer eventually agreed 
to get some direct conversations between the archi-
tects arranged to move the application along.

Loyer described a recent change to the roof line, 
intended to make it possible to install solar panels 
upon it. That change would require a fl at roof instead 
of more visually appealing peaks. However, views of 
the building will be minimal from nearby roads, with 
it being most visible to those turning the corner from 
North Putt Corners onto Henry W. Dubois. Loyer be-
lieves the overall design will remain pleasing to the 
eye. With only four members of the board present 
-- board chair Adele Ruger attended from a location 
in Montauk -- the chair suggested a discussion of the 
roof line be taken up at a later meeting. ++

Cleanup planned

An oil leak discovered in 2017 has taken New Paltz  
public employees down a rabbit hole of cleanup, with 
the latest step being to make an emergency resolu-
tion to budget $30,000 to fi x an unrelated problem. 
The oil tank leak was outside the former town police 
station, where a gasoline spill occurred in 1998. Dur-
ing the cleanup from the 2017 leak, more evidence of 
gasoline was detected. Town and Village offi  cials are 
working closely together to resolve the problem to 
the satisfaction of state environmental offi  cials. The 
budget requisition is to pay for sampling of the soil 
to determine the extent of the cleanup needed.

-- Terence P Ward

What’s the buzz

Village of New Paltz trustees unanimously ap-
proved a low-key beekeeping law at their August 28 
meeting. Under the law, village residents may keep 
four hives and two “nucs,” smaller setups than are 
used for hives, provided that they are at least 25 feet 
from sidewalks and roadways and warning signs 
are in place. Beekeepers must register their hives 
through the building department within 60 days of 
placement, or within 60 days of the law going into 
eff ect if they predate the law. Registration carries no 

fee, and to create a fee would require changing the 
law itself through the public hearing process. The 
law will go into eff ect after it’s fi led in the New York 
Secretary of State’s offi  ce.

-- Terence P Ward

Veterans’ cemetery expansion 
discussed

New Paltz Town Planning Board members, at their 
August 26 meeting, heard much the same pitch that 
their colleagues on the Village Planning Board had 
heard the week before about plans to signifi cantly 
enlarge the county-run veterans’ section of the New 
Paltz Rural Cemetery. The scheme would take 8.1 
largely unused acres on the northerly side of the 
cemetery and design it to be similar in appearance 
to the small portion already reserved for veterans 
and their spouses. This would be room for as many 
as 3,000 burials, a hundred-year plan. Steve Massey 
of the veterans’ committee said that there is a trend 
toward cremation among veterans, and that colum-
baria in the expansion would likely extend the useful 
life of this cemetery beyond that period of time.

County offi  cials have been careful to consult with 
veterans about this plan, and have put it together 
with the help of a committee of those who have 
served in the armed forces. Central to the intent is to 
provide a local space which conveys the same types 
of honor one might receive when interred in a na-
tional cemetery. That includes, for example, a stag-
ing area for funerals to minimize the likelihood of 
graves in the military section being trod underfoot.

County offi  cials also wish to consult with Town Plan-
ning Board members, at least as much as is required. A 
decision in the court case Monroe v. City of Rochester 
determined that intergovernmental cooperation is all 
that’s needed here, rather than any actual oversight 
from town volunteers. The county legislature will be 
the lead agency in that case, and conduct the environ-
mental review. Public meetings would be held in New 
Paltz, but not public hearings -- the diff erence is that 
hearings would require a quorum of legislators here, 
something which has “never been done” outside of 
Kingston. County Planning Director Dennis Doyle did 
not volunteer a distinction between a meeting and 
hearing in this case, or whether public meetings com-
ply with applicable state law. What Doyle wants is for 
Planning Board members to take the time to conduct a 
full site plan review, all except for the part where they 
actually decide if they should approve it or not.

Site plan review would satisfy the requirement for 
“intergovernmental participation” which is needed 
to avoid actually being beholden to local zoning. A 
local board must also agree to absolve the project 
from zoning, but that could come from either the 
planning or town board. Town Planning Board chair 
Adele Ruger agreed to confer with Town Supervi-
sor Neil Bettez on how to handle that question, with 
Planning Board attorney Rick Golden’s input. Unlike 
the portion within the village limits, town zoning for 
this parcel does list cemeteries as permitted.

Doyle said that the period of construction would last 
less than six months once the project is approved.

-- Terence P Ward

 Andrew Loyer explained 
that he is seeking something 

“a cut above” modern 
storage units, which are “not 

good enough for me.” 
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T
HE PLAYGROUND AT Hasbrouck Park in 
New Paltz is at the end of its serviceable life 
and volunteers are being asked to help re-
build it just like it was done 25 years ago. 

The New Paltz Village Board and the DPW assessed 
the playground’s condition in 2015, which is what 
put this plan into motion.

Over the last two-and-a-half decades, diff erent 
playground features required DPW maintenance as 
they aged. But over time, some features became too 
diffi  cult to patch back together and eventually need-
ed to be removed.

It’s not as easy to build a playground as it was 
before the turn of the century, even with commu-
nity help. New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers reported 
last week that he’s spent a considerable amount of 
time working out details for the build planned for 
September, and that while more volunteers are ab-
solutely needed, there are other challenges weighing 
more heavily on his mind. In particular, he’s in need 
of a crane and a very big augur.

Seeking financial assistance
for the playground

According to Rogers, that last build happened with 
the help of Central Hudson and Verizon workers 
who drilled holes into near-impenetrable bedrock 
to mount the structure. “That’s not an option this 
time,” said Rogers, and the kind of equipment needed 
is hard to fi nd and expensive to rent. An ordinary rock 
augur isn’t big enough to do the job, but it’s possible 
volunteers can use one to reduce the cost. A machine 
the right size to pound through Hasbrouck bedrock is 
uncommon in the state, and renting one could run into 
high fi ve fi gures, which Rogers calls “quite a big ask.”

The New Paltz Community Foundation and the 
Village of New Paltz are working together to support 
the construction of the new playground at Hasb-
rouck Park.

Individuals and businesses interested in support-
ing the new playground fi nancially are encouraged 
to make a tax-deductible donation to the “New Paltz 
Community Foundation.” The Foundation is a 501(c)
(3).

The new playground equipment is being funded 
largely with the Village’s recreation fee fund. Com-
munity members will also be heavily relied upon 
for the build, which starts Wednesday, September 

25. “However, we need additional fi nancial support 
for heavy equipment rentals and to make sure we 
don’t completely deplete the Village’s recreation fee 
fund,” said Rogers, who hopes that the next big proj-

ect will involve resurfacing the basketball and pickle 
ball courts in front of St. Joseph’s Church.

The Village is seeking fi nancial support across the 
following levels:

• $5k or above -- Tier 1
• +$2.5k -- Tier 2
• +$1k -- Tier 3
• +$200 -- Tier 4
Craig Shankles has been helping organize the 

community build and has also agreed to fabricate a 
unique metal plaque featuring the playground’s fi -
nancial supporters.

Contributors should make checks payable to the 
“New Paltz Community Foundation” and mail them 
to: Village Hall (Playground Build), 25 Plattekill Av-
enue, New Paltz NY 12561.

To sign up to volunteer for the build, use this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/yygeojed

Donations can also be made using the Pay Pal link on 
the New Paltz Community Foundation, Inc. website.

If you have questions about the New Paltz Com-
munity Foundation, Inc., including its participation 
in the playground project, you can contact the Foun-
dation at P.O. Box 1112, New Paltz, NY 12561 or check 
the Foundation out at its website: https://www.new-
paltzfoundation.org.

The Village Board is working with the same com-
pany that managed the community build 25 years 
ago. According to Rogers, they were also the lowest 
bid for the new equipment. “They are an incred-
ible resource, but the real work will be done by us,” 
Rogers said. “It’s a true community eff ort. Like an 
old-fashioned barn raising, this is an enormous un-
dertaking.”

When the current playground was built, 600 
volunteer shifts were fi lled. Village Board member 
William Wheeler Murray expects that many will be 
needed again. He said that a planned public-rela-
tions blitz right after Labor Day is hoped to bring in 
the remaining people needed to pull this mammoth 
project off .

Beginning on Wednesday morning, September 25 
through Sunday, September 29, it will be all hands 
on deck. “This is a few-times-every-century project, 
said Rogers. “ Once a generation, we come together 
as a community and give our time and energy to a 
project of joy. As we recruit volunteers, some folks 
tell us about their experience with the last commu-
nity build. It is heartening to see the history of our 

community through the lens of this playground: 
people who were too young to participate last time 
are excited to contribute; parents whose children 
have grown up conjure memories of building the ex-
isting playground; and leaders of the last build lend 
their advice, joking about organizing a project of this 
magnitude before cell phones, Facebook and online 
sign-up forms. We are excited for this playground 
build, and look forward to even more memories that 
will be made at Hasbrouck Park.” ++

Three information sessions on early 
voting to be held in Ulster County

The League of Women Voters of the Mid-Hudson 
region has invited Ulster County’s Board of Elections 
representatives to explain the new opportunity vot-
ers have this year to cast their ballot prior to Election 
Day, November 5.

During the early voting days, you can drop into 
any of the posted county locations to vote. On Elec-
tion Day, you are restricted to your designated poll-
ing location.

Each of these early voting information sessions is 
free and open to the public. They all start at 7 p.m. 
and will be held at the following locations: Kingston 
Library (55 Franklin Street), September 10; Ulster 
BOCES in New Paltz (175 North Chestnut Street), 
September 11; and the Saugerties Senior Center (207 
Market Street), September 12.

There will be plenty of time for questions. For ad-
ditional information, call (845)340-2003.

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public 
Access Committee and the Recreation Committee. 
Interested parties may submit a letter of interest and 
resume to the Supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. Box 550, 
New Paltz, NY 12561 or email assistant@townofnew-
paltz.org.

Climate Solutions Summit
at SUNY New Paltz September 21

The third annual Climate Summit will be held on 
Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
Student Union Building at SUNY New Paltz.

The summit’s opening panel, entitled, “How to 
Accomplish New York’s Clean Energy and Climate 
Goals,” will feature State Senator Jen Metzger, Exec-
utive Director of Alliance for Clean Energy New York 
(ACE NY), Anne Reynolds, as well as other local and 
state advocates. 

The day will include case studies and workshops 
on topics including renewable energy storage, 
ground source (geothermal) and air source heat 
pumps, clean transportation, regenerative agricul-
ture, climate solutions careers, climate smart com-
munities, student organizing, movement building 
and environmental justice. Speakers will range from 
local, grassroots, state and national organizations. 

The summit will include a green vendor fair, a 
waste-free vegan breakfast and lunch and the sec-
ond annual Zero Emissions Parade at 4 p.m. 

Registration is $30, student registration is $5 sug-
gested or “pay what you can” and scholarship tickets 
are available. 

The deadline to register is Sunday, September 15. 
Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-an-
nual-climate-solutions-summit-tickets-63340815083

For a complete list of program details, visit http://
climatesolutionssummit.org/program/.

The Village is seeking 
fi nancial support across the 

following levels: $5k or above 
-- Tier 1, +$2.5k -- Tier 2, +$1k 

-- Tier 3, +$200 -- Tier 4

All hands on deck
Playground project needs fi nancial assistance and more volunteers

NEW PALTZ | COMMUNITY

Bakery • Jane’s Ice Cream
OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30

Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

HOMEGROWN PRODUCE
PICKED EVERYDAY!

Corn, Tomatoes, Strawberries,
Cantaloupe, Watermelon 

& Much, Much More!

Fresh-cut Sunflower &  
other flower bouquets picked 

daily from our garden! KITCHENS

SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz

845.255.2022

CABINET SHOP
Woodstock 

845.679.2002
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Our towns
What the newspapers said in September of 1995 about building

a new playground at Hasbrouck Park in New Paltz

After several years of work, plans are underway to 
replace the aging community-built Hasbrouck Park 
playground in New Paltz with another community-
built playground in the same location. The rebuilding 
of the playground is scheduled for Wednesday, Septem-
ber 25 through Sunday, September 29. The construction 
will be conducted under the supervision of the Village’s 
Department of Public Works, but will require hundreds of 
volunteers. The new playground is being funded largely 
with the Village’s recreation fee fund. The Village is seek-
ing fi nancial support across the following levels: $5k or 
above -- Tier 1, +$2.5k -- Tier 2, +$1k -- Tier 3, +$200 -- Tier 
4. This time around, donors will all be listed on a central 
plaque, which will be easier to maintain than the many 
individual plaques in the current setup.

This column, compiled for the New Paltz Times by 
Carol Johnson, coordinator of the Haviland-Heidgerd 
Historical Collection, includes tidbits from local pa-
pers about the amazing volunteer eff ort that took place 
to build the Hasbrouck Park playground in September 
of 1995. Enjoy these words of 25 years ago:

“T
HIS WILL BE one of New Paltz’s fi nest 
hours,” says playground volunteer Kim 
Kimble. “When we stand back on Sun-
day and look at what we’ve done togeth-

er as a community, we’ll have much more than a play-
ground. We’ll have cherished memories and a sense of 
community pride that will stay with us forever.”

The organizers of the New Paltz Playground Proj-
ect saw the fruits of nine months of hard work when 
they recently exceeded their fundraising goal of 
$75,000. The fi rst hammer will hit the fi rst nail Tues-
day. Construction will continue through Sunday, at 
Hasbrouck Park with a grand opening celebration 
after completion of the project. The public is invited 
to the playground then for cake and playtime.

Playground volunteers are in need of the follow-
ing tools: Four slide compound miter saws, paint 
brushes, scrub brushes, work gloves, goggles, safety 
glasses, ear plugs and sponges. Anyone willing to loan 
these items to the project is asked to drop them off  with 
a volunteer at the playground tool shed in Hasbrouck 
Park, which opens on Thursday, September 7.

According to playground organizers work shifts 
will be divided into three segments: 8 a.m. to noon, 
noon to 4 p.m. and 4 p.m. to dusk. Signing up a head 
of time helps coordinate construction better. But if 
you can’t commit to a specifi c time, don’t fret. Just 
show up when you can and head to the volunteer 
sign-in table. Hundreds of people are needed to cook 
and/or serve food, provide child care, build and 
more. Child care will be provided at Redeemer Lu-

theran Church on Route 32. Food donations can be 
dropped off  at St. Joseph’s Church kitchen.

Organizers have arranged to have both lunch and 
dinner served to all volunteers during the construc-
tion process. Home-baked-chicken, chili, burgers, pas-
ta, salads and more will be donated and dropped off  
throughout the week to feed hundreds of volunteers.

Country music radio station WRWD is set to do 
a live broadcast from Hasbrouck Park on Tuesday, 
September 12 from 12 noon to 2:00 p.m. as construc-
tion gets underway.

The new playground will be accessible to children 
with physical diffi  culties. Plus, the wood-like mate-
rial being used is enough to build three houses! Chil-
dren can say “so long” to splinters, because all hand 
railings and crawl surfaces will be made of a non-
splintering material called Trex, which looks just 
like wood, but it is actually made of recycled wood 
and plastic. “Trex is more expensive than wood,” ex-
plained co-coordinator Mary Strothenke, “but when 
it comes to our kid’s safety, no price is too high.” 

The Center for Therapeutic Massage has off ered to 
rub the kinks out of volunteers’ back on Friday, Sat-
urday, and Sunday. Massages will cost $5, and all the 
money raised will go toward playground maintenance.

“I did some unskilled labor,” said town supervisor 
Dave Lent. “I gave a hand with some of the carpen-
try.” Lent thought the playground was important for 
the town. “This is important because it’s a place for 
kids to come and play, to exercise, and to get away 
from the TV -- and that’s good,” he said.

Village trustee and playground committee mem-
ber Robert Feldman agreed. “To see everyone to-
gether like this way is just fantastic.,” he said. Feld-
man spent his vacation working on the project. “New 
Paltz needs a little revitalization,” he said. “There is 
a lack of young families in the village and this play-
ground may be a way to improve that situation.”

About 35 campus swimmers swung pick-axes 
and plunged shovels into the ground. Jen Neri was 
busy working a post-hole digger into the earth. She 
paused to wipe some sweat off  her brow. “I’m having 
fun,” she said.

Work would have been easier if the diggers hadn’t 
hit hard rock. Two hydraulic augers were donated 
by Central Hudson and NYNEX, but the rock was too 
tough and had to be dealt with by hand. The delay 
pushed back the opening, originally scheduled for 
Sunday. Organizers said they are still looking for 
volunteers to put the fi nishing touches on the play-
ground this Saturday. They also need an additional 
$3,500 to cover unforeseen construction costs.

 Some much-needed rain slowed down construc-

JOE SMITH

Hasbrouck Park, September 1995. View of building site 
from swings.

tion, at least twice last week, but it didn’t dampen 
the enthusiasm of the many volunteers of all ages 
who worked hammering, sawing, lifting, measuring, 
treating the wood and assembling the structure.

Workers were putting the fi nishing touches on the 
new playground at Hasbrouck Park as hundreds of 
residents slowly gathered to celebrate its opening 
this past Monday. Belt-sanders were stored away. 
Power cords were carefully wrapped up and grass 
was raked before a ribbon cutting ceremony offi  cial-
ly declared the playground open. 

Glenn Gidaly and his wife Laura Walls, from Gar-
diner, pointed out the project’s similarity to an old-
fashioned barn-raising. They thought it was a good way 
to bring the community together -- especially with the 
college. “It was good to see the SUNY swim team out here 
working the other day,” Gidaly said. “Cooperation with 
the college is a positive change I’d like to see more of.”

“It was a wonderful community eff ort,” agreed 
county legislator Fawn Tantillo.  Tantillo presented 
certifi cates of appreciation to project organizers. 
Patti Wilczek, Mary Strothenke and Kim Kimble 
were lauded for their eff orts. Strothenke said, “I’m 
happy that it over, but I’m also a bit sad.”

Mayor Tom Nyquist said about 1,600 people had 
signed up to help build the playground during the 
week of September 12th through the 17th -- it’s pos-
sible that as many as 2,000 people gave some of 
their time either at the worksite, serving food or caring 
for children at Redeemer Lutheran Church.  I’ve lived 
in New Paltz since 1968, and I haven’t seen anything 
else generate this kind of community spirit and enthu-
siasm,” Nyquist said. “Nothing else has united and in-
volved so many people as much as this playground.”

On the day of the grand opening celebration, The 
Bakery donated a cake in the shape of a dragon, sim-
ilar to the playground’s motif.

Rebecca Finlay said she liked it best because “it’s 
all dirt.” She was busy building a sand castle.

Charlotte Conklin liked the telephone best. It’s lo-
cated by the “car,” a steering wheel that turns.  The 
idea for the “car phone” came from Keri Madonna, 
who told the architect that if the playground has a 
“car,” it should have a phone, too.

-- Carol Johnson
If you would like to contribute to the playground proj-
ect, make checks payable to the “New Paltz Community 
Foundation” and mail them to: Village Hall (Playground 
Build), 25 Plattekill Avenue, New Paltz NY 12561. Dona-
tions can also be made using the Pay Pal link on the New 
Paltz Community Foundation, Inc. website at https://
www.newpaltzfoundation.org. To sign up to volunteer 
for the build, use this link: https://tinyurl.com/yygeojed

FAWN TANTILLO

Hasbrouck Park, September 1995. Park down to ‘studs’.
FAWN TANTILLO

Hasbrouck Park, September 1995. Group with woman 
holding power drill.

JOE SMITH

Hasbrouck Park, September 1995. Close-up view of 
building site.

FAWN TANTILLO

Hasbrouck Park, September 1995. A group building the 
structure.

FAWN TANTILLO

Hasbrouck Park, September 1995. Boy working on tire.
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NEW PALTZ  |ENVIRONMENT

by Frances Marion Platt

C
OMMUNITY ATHLETIC COMPETITIONS 
are fun in and of themselves, but especially 
meaningful when their purpose is to raise 
funds and awareness for a good cause. A 

new such venture, which its organizers hope to be-
come an annual event, will make its debut in New 
Paltz on Saturday, September 14: the Great Wallkill 
River Race and Festival. “We have all these 5K races, 
the Turkey Trot, bike races,” says Wallkill River Wa-
tershed Alliance (WRWA) volunteer Martha Cheo. 
“We felt like we needed one on the water.”

Setting off  at 11 a.m. from the same launch point 
in Sojourner Truth Park where the New Paltz Re-
gatta takes place, the Great Wallkill River Race in-
vites kayakers (and canoeists and paddlers of other 
non-motorized watercraft) to sprint about half a 
mile downstream, to the River-to-Ridge trailhead 
on Springtown Road, where they will loop around 
a buoy and then head back upstream to the put-in 
point. Those who are in it for speed will be compet-
ing for a prize for the fi rst male and female fi nisher 
in each age category: 12 to 17, 18 to 25, 26 to 50 and 
50+. There will also be a class for two-person boats, 
in which one of the racers can be under age 12. Com-
petitors will be given numbers to wear, and winners 
determined simply by who in each category gets 
back to the start/fi nish line fi rst.

But Cheo expects that many participants will turn 
out simply for the fun of being out on the water. 
“Calling it a ‘race’ has turned some people off ,” she 
admits. “A lot of paddlers aren’t into racing; they’re 
into it for the enjoyment.” How the group paddle 
will be characterized in future years depends largely 
on the response to this fi rst-year beta test: “We’re 
open to how we can make this fi t this community. 
It’s really about getting out and having fun and en-
joying the river.”

Although part of the “mission” for the event is to 
get locals more into the mindset of thinking of the 
Wallkill as a shared community asset, much like our 
trails network, there will be activities that day for 
non-paddlers as well, all family-friendly. “It’s not just 
a race,” says Cheo. “There’s going to be a little envi-
ronmental resource fair. We’ll have some live stream 
critters.” Ecology-themed craft activities will include 
making “fi sh prints” -- using a stamp, not a real fi sh, 
she notes. Betty and the Baby Boomers will supply 
spirited live music at the park from 12:30 to 3 p.m., 
and there will be a food truck on-site.

Attendees will, of course, have plenty of opportu-
nities to learn more about the work of WRWA, and to 
sign up to volunteer on one of its committees. Pad-
dlers in particular may wish to get involved in the 
Alliance’s “boat brigade,” which organizes public 
paddles to monitor the river’s health, both by visual 
inspection and by collecting water samples at regu-
lar intervals at specifi c points.

Popular alarm over pollution in the 800-square-
mile Wallkill watershed has fallen off  somewhere 
since 2016, the second of two years of peak algal 
blooms. Both the long-banned insecticide DDT and 
arsenic have also been detected in the river, but the 
major health hazards are fecal bacteria -- traceable 
mostly to humans and “wild avian sources,” prob-
ably Canada geese, rather than livestock -- and the 
algal blooms that fi ll the river with toxic cyanobacte-
ria. Ninety percent of water samples collected from 
the Wallkill and its tributaries by the Riverkeeper 
organization since 2012, and more recently with the 
help of WRWA volunteers, failed to meet US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency criteria for safe swim-
ming.

The main culprit behind the algal blooms is ele-
vated levels of phosphorus in the water, which fos-
ter excessive growth of weeds, algae and slime. The 
phosphorus comes not only from fertilizer-laden 

agricultural soils, but also from runoff  from paved 
urban areas and construction sites. Any place where 
the soil is disturbed and can wash into storm drains 
can be a source, Cheo explains. Aging sewage plants 
and even home septic systems are especially sus-
pect: “There’s one tributary in Orange County that 
has really high spikes. It’s downstream of a wastewa-
ter treatment plant that is failing,” she reports.

Fortunately, Riverkeeper’s and WRWA’s eff orts in 
recent years to publicize the Wallkill watershed’s 
problems have started to pay off  in terms of increased 
state funding being earmarked for modernizing ag-
ing sewage treatment infrastructure. “Recently the 
Department of Environmental Conservation has 
classifi ed the Wallkill as an ‘impaired water body.’ 
That requires them to create a plan to control phos-
phorus,” she notes. “Entities that discharge into the 
river are going to have to limit phosphorus in their 
effl  uents.”

There are things that individuals can do as well 
to aid in the battle to restore the Wallkill to health, 
such as using environmentally friendly household 
cleaning products; washing one’s automobile at a 
car wash, where runoff  is captured, rather than in 
one’s driveway; or not mowing your lawn right up 
to the water’s edge if you own riverfront property. 
You can learn much more about best practices for 
caring for our shared river at the festival on the 14th. 
With increased public awareness, we move closer to 
the day when the Wallkill, like the Hudson, becomes 
swimmable again. “Our long-term goal is to make 
this race a triathlon,” Cheo says. “We have this great 
waterfront and we can’t swim in it.”

If you want to join the boat race, you should plan to 
drop off  your boat between 9 and 10 a.m., and then 
move your car off -site, since parking is very limited 
at Sojourner Truth Park. New Paltz Climate Action 
Coalition volunteers will shuttle race participants 
back and forth to municipal parking lots in electric 

Paddling for a cleaner river
Great Wallkill River Race & Festival set for September 14

LAUREN THOMAS

The Great Wallkill River Race & Festival will take place on September 14. Pictured (L-R): Craig Chapman and Martha Cheo.
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cars before and after the race. Plan to have your boat 
in the water by 10 in order to have everyone ready 
for an 11 a.m. race start. Competitors also need to 
preregister at http://www.wallkillalliance.org/race.

There’s a $25 fee per entrant, which supports 
WRWA’s monitoring, education and cleanup eff orts. 
Cheo says that supporters who won’t be paddling on 
that day have donated some funds to sponsor up to 
six race participants for whom the $25 fee would con-
stitute a hardship. And New Paltz Kayaking Tours, 
whose owner Craig Chapman is an active WRWA vol-

unteer, is off ering a special deeply discounted rate of 
$10 to rent a kayak for the day, for those who don’t 
have their own boats. Visit https://npkayaking.com 
to reserve your craft.

In addition to New Paltz Kayaking, sponsors for 
the fi rst annual Great Wallkill River Race and Festi-
val include America’s Best Value Inn, Central Hud-
son, the Clemson Brewing Company (Gilded Otter), 
Friends of Tillson Lake, Gadaleto’s Seafood, the New 
Paltz Health & Nutrition Center, the Hoot Owl Res-
taurant, DEC’s Hudson River Estuary Program, the 
Main Street Bistro, the Parish Restaurant, the Plaza 
Diner, Hudson Riverkeeper, Rock and Snow, Snug 
Harbor, Ulster Savings Bank and the Woodcrest Bru-
derhof. Donors of race prizes include Mexican Kitch-
en, Pegasus Shoes, Wallkill View Farm, À Tavola, 
Denizen Theater, P & G’s, Thruway Sporting Goods, 
Huckleberry’s, the Mudd Puddle, Ignite Fitness and 
Jack’s Meats. ++

Reformed Church of New Paltz
is raising funds to go to Uganda

The Reformed Church of New Paltz is a strong sup-
porter of AIDS Orphan Education Trust (AOET) and 
will be sending a mission team to Uganda in October 
to support medical clinics and much-needed medi-
cal supplies and educational programming. Because 
of drastic U.S. funding cuts to ongoing Ugandan 
medical outreach and clinical services, the team is 
trying to raise $10,000 to help off set the cuts. Be-
cause each team member is paying their own ex-
penses, all proceeds for their fundraising go directly 
to AOET Uganda.

In order to raise the much-needed funds, the Re-
formed Church of New Paltz is hosting fundraisers. 

Chef Toller will be hosting a seafood cooking class 
on September 9 from 6 to 9 p.m. in the social hall of 
the Reformed Church. This class is designed to help 
you bridge your fear of cooking fi sh and shellfi sh at 
home. The cost is $20/person, plus supplies. You can 
bring your own wine. To RSVP, text or call Toller at 
(845) 430-4164 or email allowaytoller@gmail.com by 
September 8.

Two sip and paint fundraisers will also be held. 
The fi rst will be held on September 19 from 7 to 9:15 
p.m. in the fi reside room of the Reformed Church. 
Refreshments will be provided, and the painting will 
be taught by Roost Studios. For $40/person you get 
to create a fall-themed (apples) painting. To register, 
please go to https://www.roostcoop.org/product-
page/paint-sip-at-the-reformed-church-of-new-paltz.

The second sip and paint will be held on Septem-
ber 27 from 7 to 9:15 p.m. at Molly Rose, located at 
1059 Route 9W in Esopus. For $40/person, you get to 
create a fall-themed (pumpkin) painting. Molly Rose 
will have its menu available. To register, please go to 
https://www.roostcoop.org/product-page/paint-sip-
at-molly-rose-pub.

For additional information, contact RCNPCommu-
nications@gmail.com or (845) 255-6340.

There will be activities 
that day for non-paddlers 
as well, all family-friendly. 

“It’s not just a race,” says 
Martha Cheo. “There’s going 
to be a little environmental 

resource fair. We’ll have 
some live stream critters.” 

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com

DR. M. SCHWARTZ DENTAL 
FEEL AT EASE WITH US

Kelli and Dr. Schwartz are here to ensure  
a comfortable and hassle-free experience.

Our mission: Honesty in recommending what is in your best 
interest — Transparency in financial matters — Your choice of 
treatment or maintenance provided with comfort. 

NYU Grad • 18 Years at This Location
Voted into Hudson Valley Magazine Top Dentists Since 2008

NEW PALTZ
845-255-2902

www.schwartzqualitydental.com
223 Main St. (Next to “Asian Fusion”)

The Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC) is requesting the public to review and provide comments 
on proposed amendments to the FFY 2017-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

Resolution 2019-17— Addition of PIN 893307—Boices Lane/CSX RR Traf ic Signal Engineering—Town of Ulster, NY 

Resolution 2019-08— Amendment to PIN 801846—Route 28/Esopus Creek Bridge Replacement—Town of Shandaken, NY  
Transfer of funds from Detailed Design to Right of Way. 

 

Additional details regarding the proposed amendment can be viewed at the Council’s of ice (address below) and are available at:  
http://ulstercountyny.gov/transportation-council/transportation-improvement-plan 

Written comments may be sent to the Ulster County Transportation Council, c/o Brian Slack, 244 Fair Street, PO Box 1800, Kingston, NY 12402-1800 
or emailed to bsla@co.ulster.ny.us  

The public comment period ends Thursday, September 19, 2019 at 5:00pm 

The UCTC Policy Committee is scheduled to meet Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at 10:00 am at the Rondout Municipal Center (Joint Marbletown/
Rosendale Town Hall), 1915 Lucas Avenue, Cottekill, NY to discuss public comments received and consider adopting the proposed TIP amendments. 

 

For additional information, please Call Dennis Doyle at (845) 340-3340 

P U B L I C   N O T I C E 
Ulster County Transportation Council 

Patrick K. Ryan, 
County Executive 

 Chairman 
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REGION  | CHEF

by Sharyn Flanagan

W
HEN CHEF JOSH Cohen appeared on 
the reality television show “Chopped” 
earlier this year, the basket of mystery 
ingredients he and the other contes-

tants were given to utilize in their dishes included a 
few things that even avid foodies may not have heard 
of. In addition to diver scallops, they were given 
galangal to work with -- a Southeastern tuber simi-
lar to ginger -- along with croissant tacos and marsh 
snail vinegar, a South Korean product that is literally 
vinegar and sugar cooked with snails, says Cohen, 
“so it has this saline savory-ness to it.”

But when the New Paltz native fi rst discovered his 
love for making culinary creations, it was with a far 
simpler proposition: grilled cheese. And it all started 
when he was just 13, having friends over and making 
sandwiches for them. “What I noticed then was just 
the joy that comes into someone’s eyes when you 
make them something specifi cally for them,” Cohen 
says. “I just loved that transfer of feelings. Then I 
kind of realized that the more eff ort and care that I 
put into the plates that I was making for people, the 
more it would add to the experience, and I started 
slowly moving into more and more elaborate things, 
just to see how happy I could make people.”

By the time he was 15, Cohen had bumped it up 
another notch. “I started to think about food a little 
more creatively, realizing how it can be an art form. 
And in order to express myself I didn’t need to just 
create dishes I’d seen; I could kind of tap into my 
memory and create whatever kind of fl avors I want-
ed.”

His fi rst restaurant job was at Gardiner’s Mountain 
Brauhaus, working nearly full-time as a dishwasher 
while still in high school. Cohen was also introduced 
at that time to a Culinary Institute of America profes-
sor, Michael Pardus, who became a mentor. Cohen 
prepped food for Pardus’s “Lucky Mee Noodles” 
pop-up events locally, which off ered customized ra-
men bowls, and after graduating high school early, 
earned a spot in Pardus’s new Woodstock restau-
rant, The Commune Saloon.

“I was still very young and very green, and Michael 
Pardus thought it’d be a good fi t for me to come in 
as a prep cook,” Cohen says. “I went straight there 
after graduating, pulling 60-hour work weeks. With-
in eight months I went from prep cook to running 
the kitchen, doing all the ordering, and managing a 
small team. I was 18.”

When Pardus left the restaurant and things there 
changed, Cohen left, too. He took some time off  to 
travel, and visits to Portugal and Israel, where he 
“really delved into the cuisine in each place,” left 
lasting impressions on him.

Traveling from one place to the other was very 
interesting, he says, because of the contrast in the 
way each country approaches their cuisine; a com-
plex balancing of spices in Israeli cooking and very 
simple, elemental dishes in Portugal. “Middle East-
ern cuisine is so vibrant and so alive; nothing that 
you eat is fl at. Whereas, in Portugal, the cuisine is 
very, very simple because of the quality of the pro-

duce and the seafood. You can have some beautiful 
seafood and garlic in wine on a plate and that’s your 
dish.”

By the time Cohen returned home to New York, 
he’d begun to personalize his cuisine, he says, really 
thinking about what kind of food he liked to cook. 
“And what I kept coming back to was the Hudson 
Valley, and what Hudson Valley cuisine really is and 
means.”

Cohen cites the fresh, farm-to-table movement 
and also the Huguenots as infl uences. The latter 
translates to “a lot of potatoes, a lot of pickles, cab-
bages, brassicas, mustards… there’s a parallel to the 
Portuguese in that it’s very simplistic with elemental 
fl avors that I can take technique to elevate and ex-
press in diff erent ways.”

The foraging areas in the Hudson Valley appeal to 
him – “I’m a big fan of foraging for my own food,” 
he says – and Cohen has been exploring his Jewish 
heritage, as well.

“You don’t see a lot of Jewish chefs, or Jewish 
chefs cooking Jewish food,” he notes. “So that felt 
like something I wanted to tap into and learn about. 
It’s interesting, because Jews live all over the world, 
so you’re looking through many lenses; to pick apart 
the individual things that bridge all of them together 
is a lot. I come from an Ashkenazi Jewish family, so 
that’s Eastern European cuisine; the beets, the cab-
bages, the sauerkraut, the deli cuisine. That’s what I 
grew up eating.”

Cohen did not grow up kosher and doesn’t keep 
kosher now, a fact noted in the context of a seven-
course tasting menu he did for a pop-up dinner at 
Mexican Kitchen in New Paltz in 2016. One of the 
dishes was a play on stuff ed cabbage. “I braised cab-

bage in smoked pork stock, and then dressed it in 
horseradish butter. Underneath were whipped pars-
nips made with smoked Gouda, a piece of grilled 
pork belly and then the cabbage enrobed the whole 
thing. On the side was an apple mustard. There was 
some modern technique in there, but utilizing the 
fl avors of Eastern European cooking.”

Cohen moved to New York City that year, co-open-
ing The Flower Shop where he remained for two 
years as sous chef. The restaurant earned a coveted 
Michelin Bib Gourmand Award. He was also open-
ing sous chef at the intimate Gem restaurant on the 
Lower East Side, working underneath chef Flynn 
McGarry. “He was 19 when we opened and I was 21,” 
says Cohen. “We were the youngest people in the 
restaurant.” Gem earned two stars from New York 
Times.

During this time, a producer of “Chopped” reached 
out to see if Cohen wanted to be on the show. The 
episode was fi lmed in May and aired this past July. “I 
was working at The Flower Shop and in the process 
of opening Gem, so I was working insane hours; con-
sistently 90-hour weeks. All the other contestants 
were fl own out from where they lived and were put 
up in hotels, so they got a night of rest, but I rolled 
out of bed on two hours of sleep, exhausted, and got 
a cab from Brooklyn to Harlem.”

Cohen utilized the mystery ingredients to make a 
scallop ceviche with a citrus and snail vinaigrette for 
the fi rst course. He was eliminated after the round, 
but says it was an interesting experience to partici-
pate in. “I took it very seriously; I was there to cook 
really great food and do what I do. It’s really more of 
a personality show, but cooking for the judges who 
were there was such an honor and hearing what they 
had to say about my food was awesome.” The judges 
for Cohen’s episode were Geoff rey Zacharian, Alex 
Guarnaschelli and Marcus Samuelsson.

“The time constraint, while a little stressful, felt 
really good. You’re not really looking at the camera, 
you’re just focusing on how you can do everything 
the best you can do it. And obviously they’re trying 
to provoke you, to incite stress, so it was just about 
staying focused. It was fun.”

Cohen is currently head chef at Rosie’s, a farm-
to-table restaurant in Amagansett in the Hamptons. 
“One of our partners owns a farm a few blocks down 
the road, so that infl uences the menu we serve from 
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. It’s all ‘farm-forward’ and changing 
regularly.”

He comes home to New Paltz frequently to see his 

Chef moves
Josh Cohen draws from a number of inspirations to create distinctive cuisine

LAUREN THOMAS

Local chef Josh Cohen has recently appeared on the television series Chopped.
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family and do a bit of restaurant consulting along 
with private chef dinners, like the recent fi ve-course 
farm-to-table dinner he created in August at Taliafer-
ro Farms in New Paltz, close to where he grew up. “It 
was really cool to come back and do that,” he says. 
“Robin Taliaferro was my kindergarten teacher.”

The Cohen family business is the Groovy Blueber-
ry clothing company. Asked what it was like to grow 
up in New Paltz, Cohen says, “I feel like I wasn’t able 
to appreciate New Paltz until I moved away. I was so 
lucky to have so many beautiful places to go to all 
the time. You know, we have all these farms, and it’s 
just the normal thing for people who live here to go 
down the road for a pie, or some fruit. And I totally 
took that for granted. You can walk through the vil-
lage and hear music, people are walking around and 
they’re just very, very comfortable with themselves, 
and dressed however they want, and kind of act 
however they want. It’s a very accepting and toler-
ant place.”

Rosie’s is a seasonal restaurant, so Cohen is cur-
rently looking at diff erent opportunities for October. 
“Quite a few people want me to open up a restaurant 
in New York City. I have one project in the Hudson 
Valley, and I’ve been talking to people about open-
ing up my own place. That’s very much within my 
plans, and I would defi nitely consider the Hudson 
Valley to do that.”

Cohen is available to book for private chef services 
through the fall at www.Cohencooks.com. ++
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www.bljewelers.com

Main St. New Paltz, NY 12561
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NEW PALTZ  |HEALTH

by Sharyn Flanagan

O
LIVIA TREUBIG’S “THE Lotus Seed Proj-
ect” is primarily an initiative to introduce 
yoga and mindfulness to more people, 
she says, doing so in settings other than 

the traditional yoga studio and with a focus on 
community and healing. Her eff orts extend to both 
adults and children.

Partnering with The Arts Community (TAC), a 
nonprofi t that supports teachers of the arts in the 
Hudson Valley, Treubig is launching an afterschool 

program in yoga, mindfulness and meditation at Du-
zine and Lenape elementary schools. This will be the 
fi rst time a yoga program has ever been off ered on 
school grounds.

The six-week series, “Gen Zen: Creative Yoga & 
Mindfulness Empowerment,” will be held after 
school in room 124 at Lenape on Wednesdays be-
ginning September 25 and in room 21 at Duzine on 
Fridays beginning September 27. Children will be 
dismissed from school directly to Treubig, with the 
class ending at 4:45 p.m. The cost is $125.

Bringing the program to kids where they already 
are -- at school -- makes yoga and the concepts of 
mindfulness more accessible to children, Treubig 
says. “It gives kids the opportunity to connect to 
each other, instead of always being connected to 
external stimuli. There’s a lot of team-building and 
group work in the classes.”

The sessions will emphasize physical fi tness, in-
creasing balance and focus, learning relaxation tech-
niques, and achieving a sense of overall well-being 
through engaging, age-appropriate activities. Topics 
such as character, chakras, meditation, mindfulness 
and kindness will be explored. Kids will also do craft 
projects and enjoy a healthy snack.

The classes are focused on children, but Treubig is 
equally interested in reaching their parents. “I fi nd 
that children can be given a lot in terms of charac-
ter development in yoga, but then if they go home 
to parents who are not fostering that, it kind of gets 

lost. And vice-versa. Parents can go to yoga class or 
do meditation and mindfulness work but then if they 
go home and their kids are out of control, it gets lost 
on that end. It’s helpful if children and parents are 
on the same page.”

To that end, Treubig will off er a ten-week yoga and 
meditation workshop series for moms at the Well-
ness Embodied Center on Main Street in New Paltz. 
“Mammasté” will begin September 17 and run for 
ten Tuesdays at 7 p.m. The cost is $250. Gentle yoga 
techniques and mindfulness meditation will allow 
moms to become more relaxed and refreshed, and 
more able to deliver conscious parenting aligned 
with their child’s developmental needs. The sessions 
will address the physical, mental and emotional 
challenges specifi c to motherhood, providing partic-
ipants the space to bond and connect with one an-
other, forming a community with other like-minded 
individuals.

Certifi ed in the trauma-conscious yoga method, 
Treubig also off ers individual yoga sessions at the 
Wellness Embodied Center and goes to people’s 
homes to do private sessions. Trauma-conscious 
yoga is a healing modality, she explains, that allows 
people to “process their story and move on to new 
chapters, releasing blockages that otherwise get in 
the way of healthy relationships, or aff ects careers 
and drains energy.” The techniques can benefi t a 
wide range of people, she adds, from those actively 
in recovery or who have experienced a deep trauma 
to those just suff ering from generalized anxiety. A 
private, 45-minute trauma-conscious yoga session 
starts at $60.

According to the Trauma-Conscious Yoga Insti-
tute, trauma has both an emotional and physical im-
pact on the body. And at some point, a person expe-
riencing diffi  culties must fi nd a coping mechanism, 
whether that’s a healthy outlet or an unhealthy one. 
A trauma-sensitive yoga practice strengthens the 
mind-body connection, allowing a person to regain 
their sense of control and ownership over their body 
and their experiences.

Treubig’s interest in healing modalities comes 
from personal experience. The loss of her brother 
when she was 18, and knowing the suff ering he went 
through emotionally and mentally, gave her “a real 
soft spot,” she says, “for giving children social, emo-

The Lotus Seed Project
New initiative introduces yoga and mindfulness to kids in afterschool 
program and trauma-conscious yoga to adults seeking healing

In naming her eff orts The 
Lotus Seed Project, Treubig 

says she thinks of what she’s 
doing as “planting seeds of 

hope and peace.”

LAUREN THOMAS

Olivia Treubig has a new organization called The Lotus Seed Project. The aim is to bring yoga and mindfulness to 
our local community, to youth and parents specifically; strengthening families, wellness and connections. They will 
be launching, along with the Arts Community; after school yoga, mindfulness and meditation at Duzine and Lenape 
elementary schools.
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tional and character development. It’s why I wanted 
to teach in the fi rst place. When I was learning how 
to be a teacher, I noticed myself always focusing 
on the psychology, and the social, emotional and 
character pieces that went into what children are 
exposed to and taught.” She sees her work now as 
taking a holistic approach to overall wellness.

With a master’s degree in childhood education, 
Treubig worked as a teacher “on and off ” in the early 
years of raising her four children. “And through all 
that time, I ended up fi nding yoga to be my personal 
place of growth and solace. By the time I started fo-
cusing on my career again, I realized that I wanted to 
fuse the education I have in childhood development 
with yoga, and got certifi ed in the trauma-conscious 
yoga method from Vitality Yoga Flow.”

The incorporation of true yoga principles into 
classes for children is what diff erentiates The Lotus 
Seed Project, she adds. “There are some kids’ yoga 
classes that are probably very benefi cial from a phys-
ical standpoint in that they’re getting exercise, but 
one of my goals is to really incorporate the whole 
emotional and spiritual and character development 
pieces of yoga that we get as adults, and fi nd a way to 
translate that and give it to the kids.”

In naming her eff orts The Lotus Seed Project, Treu-
big says she thinks of what she’s doing as “planting 
seeds of hope and peace.” A lotus begins its growth 
under water, in the mud, and then pushes through 
the murk toward the surface where in time, the lotus 
blooms and exposes its beauty, she explains; a re-
minder that we can grow from our diffi  culties.

“I feel like yoga and mindfulness is such an impor-
tant modality for children to be exposed to. Kids are 
very isolated today because of technology. They’re 
not connected to one another anymore, running 
around playing with their neighbors, and being 
outdoors, and yoga kind of touches on all of that; it 
gives kids a chance to slow down their thinking, and 
it moves their body and gives them exercise. It lets 
them breathe deeply, which is also something that’s 
not intrinsically built into childhood anymore, sadly. 
And there are so many studies out there that show 
how this type of movement and these types of con-
nections foster everything from positive behaviors 
to character development to success in academic 
areas.”

Future endeavors for The Lotus Seed Project may 
include classes for the very young through Elting 
Library’s children’s program, which would likely in-
volve reading books on mindfulness with preschool-
ers and teaching them a brief, age-appropriate 
mindfulness exercise just to introduce the concept. 

Long-term, Treubig says, she’d like to establish a 
community youth center along the lines of the New 
Paltz Youth Program but for younger kids, off ering a 
place for them and their parents to connect by com-
ing in for healthy activities, healing and the arts.

To register for the kids’ classes at Duzine and 
Lenape elementary schools, visit the link on The 
Arts Community website: http://www.theartscom-
munity.com/workshops/genzen. For more infor-
mation about yoga and mindfulness programs for 
kids, visit Treubig’s Gen Zen Yoga 4 Youth Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/Gen-Zen-Yoga-
4-Youth-2341734602558503/.

To register for the “Mammasté” workshop series 
at the Wellness Embodied Center, visit https://www.
wellnessembodiedcenter.com/mammaste-.html. 
Contact Treubig directly for private sessions at (845) 
245-5608 or OTreubig@gmail.com.

“No experience in yoga is necessary in any of 
this,” Treubig says. “Beginners are welcome. One 
of the hardest parts of starting any kind of healing 
journey is having hope that things can get better, 
and reaching out. I’d like people to know that this 
is a safe place to reach out and that someone will be 
there with them to help them along the way, under-
standing that dynamic.” ++
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ANNE’S ELECTROLYSISPermanent
Hair Removal

Welcome Dr. Anita Dormer, M.D.
Medical Aesthetics Regenerative Medicine

We exclusively offer Dr. Anita’s skin care line
For appointment or more info, go to
www.DrAnitaMedicalAesthtics.com

COMPUTERIZED PROCEDURE • FREE CONSULTATION 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

845.876.4878
Ann Lombardozzi, C.P.E. • Michelle Lombardozzi-Strollo

22 East Market Street, #201, Rhinebeck
www.anneselectrolysis.com

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

V
Get Well & Stay Well with 

Most Insurances Accepted!

845.255.2398
231 Main St.

www.Nutrition-wise.com

Elaine Hay
for over 16 years. She brings a master’s 

Elaine teaches all levels of machine 

Pilates of New Paltz
— meet  our  staff  —

845.255.0559  |  www.pi latesnewpaltz.com  |   12 N. Chestnut Street, New Paltz

MAT & TRX/MAT BLEND 
SCHEDULE

Class size is limited to insure quality instruction. 
Call or text ahead 845.255.0559  

to reserve your spot. $18 class / $160 10 class
Cash or Check Only

* Taught by Elaine

Monday:
9:30am Mat*

5:30pm Mat
6:30pm Mat

Tuesday:
4:30pm Mat/TRX*
Wednesday:
9:30am Mat/TRX*

Friday:  
7am Mat

Over four decades 
and four generations,

helping the 
chemically dependent 

and their families.

Inpatient Rehabilitation & Wellness Center

www.v i l l aver i tas .org  •  845 .626 .3555

Villa Veritas Foundation, Inc.
5 Ridgeview Road, PO Box 610, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

After Hours: 845.532.2418

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is changing, but 
local, on-the-ground, fact-checked jour-
nalism is needed now more than ever. We 
believe it’s important for the entire com-
munity, regardless of economic position, 
to have access to the local news that im-
pacts their lives most. That’s why we don’t 
place our online content behind a paywall. 
But good, local journalism costs money to 
produce. That’s where you come in. We’re 
asking our online readers: If you value 
what we do, please consider making a 
contribution. Your help will ensure inde-
pendent, locally owned journalism will 
continue to thrive in your community.  
For more: hudsonvalleyone.com/support 

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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Bill Larkin passes

Bill Larkin, a longtime state senator who at one 
time represented portions of Ulster County, died 
September 1, his family said in a statement. He was 
91.

A New Windsor resident, Larkin served in the U.S. 
Army in World War II and the Korean War and attain-
ing the rank of lieutenant colonel. Following a stint 
as New Windsor town supervisor, Larkin, a Republi-
can, was elected to the State Assembly in 1978 and to 

the State Senate in 1990. During his 28-year career in 
the upper chamber, he represented various parts of 
Ulster County, including Kingston for a time. 

He was instrumental in the founding of the Nation-
al Purple Heart Hall of Honor in Orange County. He 
succeeded in getting the U.S. Postal Service to issue 
a stamp honoring Purple Heart recipients, of which 
he was one. He was a key vote in the state’s legalizing 
medical marijuana but voted against same-sex mar-
riage and the gun-control SAFE Act.

Local offi  cials released statements paying tribute 
to him.

“Senator Bill Larkin committed his life to serv-
ing his community and his country with valor 
and integrity,” wrote Ulster County Executive Pat 
Ryan. “For decades he fought for his constituents, 
including those in Ulster County. He was a com-
mitted public servant who represented his district, 
state and country with honor and will be sincerely 
missed.”

“Senator Bill Larkin was a character larger than 
life. His tenure in offi  ce will be noted as one dedicat-
ed to constituent service and providing for the com-
munities he served above all else,” said assembly-
man Kevin Cahill, a longtime friend and colleague. 
“My deepest sympathies to his wife Pat, his entire 
family and in particular to his son Bill, who the colo-
nel often reminded me was my much more success-
ful classmate from Albany Law.”

The incredible shrinking library

In the light of preliminary cost estimates, Wood-
stock Library offi  cials will have to make some impor-
tant decisions about how to proceed with a planned 
new library. As often happens in the construction 
industry, the building, as proposed by architect 
Stephen Tilly, may cost up to $6.9 million, up con-
siderably from the board-stated cap of $4.4 million. 
With Tilly’s architectural fee of $584,000, the total 
capped cost is close to $5 million.

Trustees have hired JC Alten to advise them 
through the initial planning process and provide 
early cost estimates in parallel to similar work done 
by the architect. Alten off ered several recommen-
dations to the building committee on August 22 to 
shave off  more than $2.5 million. The next, more in-
depth cost analysis would involve value engineer-
ing, which Alten characterized as a nice phrase for 
cutting the budget. The wrong way to do it is during 
a last-minute panic when the bottom line must be 
reduced quickly, Alten explained.

Alten believes reducing the building from 13,400 
back down to 12,000 square feet can save more than 
$580,000. Re-engineering the geothermal heating 
and cooling system can cut another $314,000. Cut-
ting back on the truss-roof system and moveable 
walls can save $262,000. Changing the metal roof to 
standard shingles saves $140,000.

Building committee chair Jill Fisher said 13,400 
square feet was needed to meet all the library’s pro-
gramming needs. “Now we’re going to have to fi gure 
out what goes,” she said.

Gentrifi cation talk on Sunday

Rough Draft and the Kingston Tenants Union 
will host Samuel Stein, author of Capital City: Gen-
trifi cation and the Real Estate State, for a reading 
and discussion about issues facing cities all over 
the country, including Kingston and other parts of 
the Hudson Valley. The event will be this Sunday, 
September 8, from 5 to 7 p.m. at 82 John Street in 
Uptown Kingston. Stein will read from Capital City, 
and will then be joined by Betsy Kraat, a founding 
member of the Kingston Tenants Union, for conver-
sation and audience participation.

Gentrifi cation, housing and displacement have 
become hot-button issues in Kingston. Evictions in 
Kingston are up 65 percent since 2016, and rents 
since 2002 have increased by 50 percent while wag-
es have decreased slightly, according to the Kingston 
Tenants Union. The city has a vacancy rate of less 
than fi ve percent for rental properties.

This event is free. The Stein book is available at 
Rough Draft before and during the event for ten per-
cent off  the cover price. Beverages and refreshments 
can be purchased at the bar.

Delay on ice-arena fi x

Rather than on August 28 as originally planned, 
the process of replacing the Kiwanis Ice Arena’s 
walls and deteriorating roof will likely begin in “lat-
er September,” according to an email to Saugerties 
town parks and buildings supervisor Greg Chorvas 
from contractor Legacy Building Solutions. The 
completion date for the project, the email stated, 
will “bump up against” the original target date of 
November 16. 

When the town board voted to approve the 
project on June 12, offi  cials said that construction 
would begin in July and be fi nished by September. 
The bill for the entire renovation was estimated at 
$1.3 million.

The news of delays will upset parents who ex-
pressed fears earlier this summer that a construction 
delay could eat into ice time for the arena’s numer-
ous programs. “We felt it was important for us to be 
here to ensure that everyone involved in the decision 
is aware of the impact of the decision on our youth 
athletes,” said Saugerties Youth Hockey Association 
president Mark Signore back in June. “Our families 
have made a decision to stick with us, even with the 
uncertainty around this project.”

Woodstock fi elds litigation

A pair of lawsuits have been fi led against Wood-
stock’s volunteer land-use boards and building 
department in recent weeks. Resident Thomas 
Auringer seeks damages for an allegedly jumbled 
process that resulted in clearcutting of trees and the 
installation of a highly refl ective roof in Woodstock’s 
cherished scenic overlay district. The international 
work/stay company Selina is involved in what was 
described as a “placeholder” suit involving contro-
versies at the former site of the Woodstock Lodge.

The Article 78 proceeding from Auringer seeks to 
annul the ZBA’s unanimous July 11 decision uphold-
ing the building department’s December 2018 refus-
al to grant Auringer a certifi cate of occupancy based 
on his need to deal with a clearcutting violation 
and shift in roofi ng materials. Auringer’s suit claims 
that the actions taken against him denied him due 
process and overstepped the bounds of the board’s 
powers.

As for the Selina action, the company’s corporate 
counsel Steven Barshoz said that he fi led an Article 
78 questioning another recent ZBA decision that ne-
gated earlier building permits issued by the town 
building inspector on the basis that they’d been is-
sued before another building issue had been recti-
fi ed. “We were retained just when the statute of limi-
tations would have been running out for challenging 
that ZBA decision,” Barshoz said. “I couldn’t take a 
chance at letting the chance for litigating the issue 
run out. It was a very simple Article 78 with a return 
date at the end of October so the town wouldn’t nec-
essarily have to pay anything.”

Ulster board settles tax suit

Faced with the prospect of spending signifi cantly 
more money fi ghting a case in court than capitulat-
ing will cost, Ulster’s town board on August 15 an-
nounced a settlement with Florida Samas Venture, 
Inc. The assessment on the 100 Massa Drive prop-
erty occupied by Home Depot will be reduced from 
$6.91 million to $6.5 million.

“I want to note that if the town was to proceed to 
litigation, the general fund would incur expenses 
approaching $20,000 for appraisal fees and for law-
yers to go to trial,” explained town supervisor James 
Quigley III. “The net eff ect to the town general fund 
is a reduction in revenues of less than $1850. So it 
would be ten years for the town to recover the litiga-
tion costs if we were to go to litigation and prevail 
and not reduce the value …. I think this presents a 
compelling economic argument for the town board 
to accept the proposed settlement.”

The tax revenues of the school district and county 
government will be aff ected, as will the fi re and wa-
ter districts. The school district will lose $11,740 in 
revenue; the county $1610.

Florida Samas Venture, Inc. could not be reached 
for comment.
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Time for
memories
laughter
stories
songs

life

Contact 
Hudson Valley Hospice

at 845-485-2273
hvhospice.org
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ALBANY MED PEDIATRIC SPECIALISTS RIGHT HERE 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY!
Now taking appointments in Kingston
on Fridays.

Albany Med Vascular Surgery’s Kingston Office 

117 Mary’s Ave., Suite 202, Kingston, NY 12401

 (518) 262-4000

SPECIALTIES INCLUDE:

• Nephrology 
Dr. Elisabeth Simon

• Urology 
Dr. Adam Howe

• Pulmonary 
Dr. Robert Kaslovsky

• Rheumatology  
Dr. Lilliana Barillas-Aria

• Cardiology 
Dr. Michael Colon

5 Mulberry Street, New Paltz, NY
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NY / RIO / BRAZIL / 845 256 0620 / 845 430 2739

Yes, that’s a real African elephant, supported only by a LOOP-LOC safety pool cover! What may 
be most surprising is that this is a mesh cover that lets rain pass right through, so no dangerous 
standing water can form on top. Custom computer-designed for perfect fit. And it goes on and 
off in a snap! Don’t forget, it has to say LOOP-LOC on the cover to be a genuine LOOP-LOC!

1606 Ulster Ave. • Lake Katrine, NY • 845-336-8080

Schedule your pool closing today!

COME HOME TO  
A VACATION
EVERY DAY 

NOW SCHEDULING POOL CLOSINGS

NEW OWNER
WEEKLY EVENTS

Monday - Youth D&D @ 5 PM
Wednesday - Magic Commander  

Tournaments @ 7 PM
Friday - Magic Tournaments @ 7 PM

NEW WEEKLY COMICS
Largest Indie Comic Book  

Selection in the Area 
BACK ISSUE SECTION 

 (largest in the Hudson Valley)
Graphic Novels Room • Kid’s Comic Section

~ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ~
We offer subscriber/pull list service

246 Main Street., Suite #15 • New Paltz, NY 12501
845.255.1115

 www.skydivetheranch.com    
 845-255-4033

When was the last time you had a first time?

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

\1
WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Man on a mission
(Continued from page 1) 

PHOTOS BY ERIN QUINN

Fred Riley (pictured above) has made it his mission to fix the crumbling roof at the First 
United Methodist Church of Highland. The church was built in 1869 and has long served as 
the centerpiece of the hamlet. Presently the roof is in major disrepair and needs attention to 
prevent any further damage to the building.

While serving as a building inspector for Lloyd, lo-
cal resident and historian Ethan Jackman mentioned 
to Riley that if something wasn’t done, the church 
roof was going to collapse. “So, I made a point when 
I did the fi re inspection to venture up to the top of 
the steeple, and it was worse than I could have imag-
ined.” What Riley, who has owned Riley Construc-
tion since 1978, found were rotted beams, holes in 
the roof, a steel bell that was about to fall through 
to the pews below, trees and weeds growing, water 
damage, gutters facing the wrong direction, hatches 
that pointed towards the valley of the roof instead of 
away from the valley and fascia so chewed up that 
it was falling to pieces, not to mention three to four 
inches of  turkey vulture droppings.

At one point the church, realizing that the roof 
needed repair, had gone out to bid and was given an 
estimate of $55,000. “That was just to replace the 
roof on the steeple!” said Riley. “That did not include 
getting the inside of the steeple structurally sound. 
The church doesn’t have that kind of money.”

Being the conscientious, kind and crafty man that 
he is, Riley decided to take matters into 
his own hands. “So often people say, 
‘Why doesn’t God help?’ And I love the 
response in one of my favorite songs 
that says, ‘God did help: He created 
you.’” “I’m blessed to be given the tal-
ent and abilities I have to do this kind 
of work,” he added.

Before he could get started on such a 
large project, he went around to some 
local businesses to see if he could get 
their support. “Brooks and Brooks 
made a large donation, and then Wil-
liams Lumber and Mountainside 
Woods all helped me with the beams, 
the wood, the shingles, the aluminum 
fascia I needed.”

He said that he was “honored that 
people wanted to support me and this 
project.” The ironic thing is, Riley is 
not even a member of the church, nor 
is he a resident of Lloyd. He’s actually 
a resident of Modena and was a trust-
ee on the Methodist Church board in 
Modena and New Paltz, but not Lloyd.

The Highway Department contribut-
ed the use of two large steel plates for 
him to set his rented Ultra Boom JLG 
125-foot lift to carry him to the outside 
of the steeple: by far the tallest build-
ing in Lloyd. In fact, it is the lift that is 
the most expensive part of his under-
taking. “That lift [from United Rentals] 
costs $8,400 for a monthly rent,” he 
said. “Robert Peplow of Accent Com-
munication helped me out a great 
deal in securing the rental, because 
I couldn’t put that entire thing on my 
credit card.”

As he talked about the lift, the late afternoon sun-
light was melting down the large panes of stained 
glass cut into the red brick side of the church. One 
single cloud, stretched like a piece of cotton from a 

worn blanket, slid behind the steeple, anchoring two 
curtains of deep blue sky. “It’s the visual epicenter of 
our town,” said Vivian Wadlin, a member of Lloyd’s 
Historic Preservation Committee, who happened to 

be on her way home from a dinner in 
the hamlet. “We’re so thrilled he’s do-
ing this. There are so many people who 
have been married here or who have 
been mourned here. It holds a special 
place in people’s hearts. It’s also a his-
torically beautiful building. Inside there 
are original Tiff any glass shades.”

Riley carefully brought the New Paltz 
Times through the wooden staircases 
and hatches that led to the belly of the 
belltower. He carefully pointed out the 
new beams he had installed, the hatch-
es and new fascia he had replaced, as 
well as the support beams. As the climb 
became steeper, the soft light seeping 
through the stained glass grew haloed. 
“There’s one rod that operates the four 
clocks on each side of the steeple,” he 
said, mesmerized by the brilliant antiq-
uity of the building. “And look at this 
hatch in the fl oor. That was put there to 
haul this bell up!”

According to Riley, the original build-
ing had a slate roof, which was replaced 
two times by a wooden shingled roof. “I 
put plywood underneath it, so this time 
the shingles will last longer -- I hope!”

The clock is ticking, both on the 
church tower and in terms of the rent-
ed lift and the plane that Riley has to 
catch on September 14 to California to 
attend his son’s wedding. “I’m pretty 
much here from morning until sunset,” 
he said, glancing out of a hatch in the 
steeple that off ers an outrageous view 

of the entire downtown and Illinois Mountain.
While he was doing the bulk of the interior work 

-- literally hundreds of hours’ worth -- the heat and 
humidity were at their worst. “The heat was treach-
erous the last two weeks,” he said. “And there were 
thunderstorms that came rolling through, too. So, 
this drop in temperature has been a great relief to 
me. And the birds have been very kind, because I 
have a bird fear!” 

The cost of the work, with the majority being the 
rental of the lift, is approximately $10,000. With the 
help of the local businesses mentioned and the Wad-
lins, plus the contribution from the church itself, 
Riley is only about $2,000 shy of being able to pay 
for the materials and rental. There is no amount too 
great or too small to help this one man’s crusade to 
ensure the longevity, safety and structural integrity 
of the historic First Methodist Church. To donate, 
people can send a check to the church earmarked 
for this project, or they can go to the church’s 
Facebook page where there is link to a GoFundMe 
at www.facebook.com/1479652709018835/posts/
please-share-thank-you/2332213190429445. ++

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations 
You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters
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NEW PALTZ  | AUTHOR

by Frances Marion Platt

“I
T’S NOT A cancer 
book,” insists New 
Paltz resident Beth 
Cramer, who has just 

self-published a lively memoir 
about how she has come to terms 
with her diagnosis two years 
ago of ovarian cancer. “It’s not 
a self-help book. It’s not even 
a spiritual book.” She says that 
she doesn’t even expect fellow 
cancer patients to be her main 
audience for Why Didn’t I Notice 
Her Before? but rather “people 
who fear being vulnerable…who 
struggle with being alone or lone-
ly.” It’s a character-driven story 
of how confronting a likely short-
ened timeline for the rest of her 
life has been making it possible 
for Cramer to let go of crippling 
anxiety and regret, of trying too 
hard to control her own future 
and feeling paralyzed by the fear 
of “choosing the wrong path.” 
She has subtitled her book, “A 
Memoir about Dying to Live.”

A successful fi lm editor, wife 
and mother of a 14-year-old son, 
Noah, Cramer grew up in Mary-
land as one of a raucous, tight 
and supportive network of four 
sisters. They formed her most 
immediate support system when 
she underwent testing, surgery 
and chemotherapy at Johns Hop-
kins Hospital, while husband 
Todd held down the fort and took 
care of Noah at home. Rewiring 
her connections with the prima-
ry people in her life was a major 
part of her post-diagnosis learn-
ing curve, and she describes the 
book as “a love letter to my son.”

For a number of years when 
Noah was small, Cramer was con-
sumed with the desire to have a 
second child, despite the fact that her husband was 
ready to stop at one. A hastily decided abortion, fer-
tility treatments, research into surrogate parenting 
and adoption were all stops along the way. Though 
her life was the sort that would have been described 
as golden by most people on the outside, for Cra-
mer, something enormously meaningful seemed to 
be missing. It took the news of her own mortality to 
reconfi gure her perceptions and priorities. Cancer 
was a freeing experience that made her give herself 

permission to carpe diem.
Blessed with a sharp wit and an unwillingness to 

suff er fools gladly – including those who imagine that 
one can overcome Stage 4 cancer through positive 
thinking – the many ways in which irony has fi gured 
in her personal story haven’t been lost on Cramer. 
Her 2017 diagnosis came at a time when she was 
working on a novel, The Isa Stories, inspired by four 
women she knew in the community who all were 
contending with the disease (one of them being the 

late Almanac Weekly columnist 
Erica Chase-Salerno). In fact, 
she used the idea that recording 
her consultations with doctors 
would serve as useful research 
for her novel as one strategy for 
distancing herself at fi rst from 
the bad news. And although 
she has embraced high-tech 
Western treatment modalities 
and mostly dismisses New Agey 
explanations for illness, she still 
can’t help thinking about how 
her cancer manifested in the 
part of her anatomy that most 
obsessed her during the years 
when she was pursuing another 
pregnancy.

Many readers will be shocked 
to hear Cramer assert that de-
pression – a regular visitor in 
her life since childhood – is 
worse than cancer. During her 
treatment program, in fact, she 
says that she found herself “so 
afraid of being cured and my 
depression not yet being com-
pletely gone.” The dark humor 
inherent in her situation came 
as a happy surprise. While she 
and her doctors are reluctant to 
use the word “remission,” and 
she will in all likelihood need to 
continue with periodic chemo-
therapy infusions for the rest of 
her life, Cramer is now fi nding 
that she feels freer, more fear-
less, more authentic.

What does the future hold, 
and how long will it last? Cra-
mer cannot know, but she’s 
making decisive choices now. 
She bought herself a convert-
ible and is traveling to places 
she has always wanted to go. 
She’s even encouraging Noah, 
with whom she has a very close 
bond, to try boarding school. 
Her next writing project, she 

says, will be a novel about marriage, tentatively 
titled The Drop-Off . A screenplay treatment of Why 
Didn’t I Notice Her Before? might even be in the cards.

Meanwhile, she’s got a new memoir to promote, 
available on Amazon. Rough Draft in Kingston will 
be hosting a book-signing event from 6 to 8 p.m. next 
Monday, September 9. Other personal appearances 
will follow later this fall. For a taste of Cramer’s writ-
ing, you can check out her blog at www.bethcramer.
com. ++

Dying to live
Beth Cramer debuts memoir Why Didn’t I Notice Her Before? at Rough Draft in Kingston September 9

Beth Cramer.
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New Paltz Chamber
(Continued from page 1) 

of complex communication and leadership. This expe-
rience has given him the skills to identify how individu-
als learn and share knowledge eff ectively and how 
that shared knowledge strengthens individual work 
teams and businesses alike.

“I am excited for the opportunity to nurture, pro-
mote and expand business growth in New Paltz and 
the surrounding area,” Short said. “I look forward to 
working with the entire Chamber team, community 
leaders and partnering organizations to bring new 
opportunities for business growth and innovative 
programming that provides real value to the com-
munity.”

Short began his tenure as the New Paltz Regional 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director on Tues-
day September 3.

For more information, visit newpaltzchamber.org 
or call (845) 255-0243. ++

Incomplete streets
(Continued from page 1) 

sidewalks on both sides of the street and safe inte-
gration with the Empire State Trail from the Wallkill 
Valley Rail Trail and Henry W. DuBois Drive.”

This puts the design at odds with not only state 
law, but village zoning as well. On-street parking is 
an element of the neighborhood-business-residen-
tial (NBR) district intended to create a buff er be-
tween pedestrians and moving vehicles. Narrowing 
streets is also considered a traffi  c-calming feature, 
as drivers tend to speed up when on a wide expanse 
of pavement. The letter states that “the current draft 
design for North Chestnut Street is not aligned with our 
intentional zoning and our community’s pledge to cre-
ate a mixed-use Complete Streets neighborhood. The 
plan for the Empire State Trail crossing at this corner is 
problematic. We have considerable concerns about the 
safety of what is being proposed. Already, the nearby 
intersection at North Chestnut and Mulberry that is 
one block north and part of the new Empire State Trail 
is without a crosswalk or controls and leaves people 
taking risks to cross North Chestnut.”

Crosswalks across state roads require DOT approv-
al, and that is not always forthcoming as they dis-
rupt synchronization of traffi  c lights and otherwise 
reduce the overall speed of traffi  c. A new one was 

approved on South Chestnut Street last year, which 
makes new crosswalks more common than lowered 
speed limits. All speed limit reductions go through 
State approval, with the key criterion being the typi-
cal speed being traveled presently, rather than the 
target speed. According to Rogers, if 85% of vehicles 
are found to be traveling in excess of the current 
limit, it will not be lowered. He considers this evi-
dence that in the DOT a “singular lens” is applied, 
and although he’s had many conversations with in-
dividuals who are receptive, the State bureaucracy 
continues to turn against the philosophy of complete 
streets. The only tool available, the mayor said, is in-
tended for cars alone.

Deputy mayor KT Tobin agreed, saying it was “ex-
actly the wrong direction.” With the state institution 
slow to change, she said that it’s the trustees’ obliga-
tion “to push back and fi nd the way.” ++

Tim Rogers said that they are 
trying to counter the mindset 

of trying to “move cars 
quickly” which appears to be 
guiding state-level decision-
making. “This design breaks 

my heart.”

by Christina Coulter

T
HE NEW START for Women program at 
SUNY Ulster is more than just academic 
courses; currently, 16 area women en-
rolled in the program will receive a bevy 

of tuition-free programming addressing things like 
confl ict resolution, test-taking strategies and resume 
workshops.

Program director Jordan Scruggs was appointed 
to the post earlier this summer. Scruggs said she 
feels the community has the obligation to "recog-
nize that we’re only as strong as the weakest link on 
our community, and that our collective investment 
in providing better lives and opportunities particu-
larly for women is an investment in the future of our 
community as a whole."

Scruggs has a solid resume in community work — 
she’s a Methodist deacon, chair of Kingston initiative 
Midtown Rising and a Hudson Valley Fellow at the 
Good Work Institute. She was Ulster County YWCA 
Human Rights Advocate of the Year in 2016 and is a 
member of several local boards, including the Ris-
ing Hope Prison Education Initiative and TransArt & 
Cultural Services.

"Every community has the resources that they 
need to solve their own problems, even the com-
munities that struggle,” she said. “The best way to 
shift a community is to invest in the people that are 
already there.”

Scruggs said the women chosen for the fi rst run 
of the program were targeted not just for their eco-
nomic status, but for their ability to give back to the 
community — and to each other.

“I have spent the last six years in Kingston work-
ing with people in our community who have tre-
mendous talent but limited means and have felt 

Starting to empower
SUNY Ulster program helping women better their lives

frustrated that there were so many obstacles to their 
success," said Scruggs. “As the director of the New 
Start for Women program, I am so thrilled to have 
the opportunity to partner with women who have 
struggled to make ends meet to help them accom-
plish their goals and realize their potential.”

The oldest woman enrolled in the program is 60, 
and makes soup for her classmates. Similarly, Scrug-
gs said that the women in the group help each other 

Jordan Scruggs.

EDUCATION  | SUNY ULSTER

study and provide each other with childcare options. 
This semester, the group is enrolled in four business 
classes — principles of management, computer ap-
plications and business, business communication 
and principles of accounting — and are scheduled for 
two hour-long lectures per week. The four courses 
next semester will be supplemented by internships 
that will hopefully lead to jobs, and Scruggs hopes to 
fi nd local businesses willing to participate.

"We would be working side by side with the individ-
ual to make sure they would be the best employee pos-
sible," said Scruggs. "It’s not that we just throw them 
into an internship anywhere, we get them into some-
thing that feels good for them and for their employers."

In the next iteration of the program, Scruggs hopes 
to fi nd 24 local participants and improve the applica-
tion process — this group of women was put together 
with help with the Kingston Interfaith Council. The 
program is fi nanced for the next three years with 
$1.5 million sourced through the NoVo Foundation 
and seed money from Kingston businesswoman Dar-
lene Pfeiff er, but Scruggs said she will need to fi nd 
funding opportunities to keep the program going. 
She said she will also seek out assistance and pro-
gramming from local resources and nonprofi ts for 
things like case management and mental health re-
sources for the participants.

"People are contacting me on a regular basis to 
tell me, ‘This is an incredible opportunity, how can 
I help? How can my business help?’” said Scruggs. 
“I feel really confi dent that this is going to be very 
successful.”

Those who are interested in donating their time 
or involving their business in the program can call 
(845) 802-7177 or via email scruggsa@sunyulster.
edu. Monetary donations can be made to the SUNY 
Ulster Foundation. ++
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Schools

Maddie Abramson

Student events, profi les & sports

by Oliver ten Broeke

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School 
senior Maddie Abramson 
considers herself a very am-
bitious, goal-oriented per-

son. “I put one hundred percent into 
everything I do. I’m really passionate 
about summer camp, specifi cally Frost 
Valley YMCA.” This is clear, as she 
proudly sports a bright green Frost 
Valley wristband.

Having begun attending Frost Val-
ley summer camp when she was ten, 
Abramson looks back on it as quite 
possibly the most infl uential thing in 
her early formative years. “...being in 
a community where people want you 
to have fun -- and they are having fun 
themselves  -- created such an impact 
on me… I had never been to a place 
where I could fi nd my own people, 
who liked many of the same things 
as me… I’ve met some of my closest 
friends there, and I just can’t imagine 
my life without it.”

Abramson is glad to have had the 
chance this past summer to work as a 
counselor at Frost Valley and to give 
back to the place that brought her -- 
and continues to bring her -- much joy. 
“I want to be the counselor that I had 
looked up to while growing up, and I 
want to provide really good opportuni-
ties for kids to have fun. I want to be 
the kind of role model that I always 
had needed and had always wanted, 
and that I found in camp counselors.”

Another important role Abramson is 
taking on is that of the captain of the 
New Paltz High School Mock Trial Team. “This is the 
most rewarding thing I think I could ever ask for in 
my high school experience. Joining the team in tenth 
grade was the greatest decision I could have made 
in my high school career. It has given me so much: It 
has disciplined me; it has given me a level of critical 
analysis and deep thinking that I don’t think I could 
get from any class I would have taken at New Paltz.” 
Getting the chance to dig deep into case-law (and 
a specifi c associated fi ctional case) with her peers, 
whom she considers to be amongst the smartest at 
New Paltz, is an experience which Abramson will 
take with her through college and life.

After high school, Abramson fi nds herself most 
interested in studying biochemistry, and is consider-
ing pharmacology and/or medicinal chemistry after 
that. Despite having little interest in college during 
her freshman year, her views have since changed. 
“In ninth grade, I probably had zero ambition to go 
to college… and then I had a complete 180 by the 
time I entered sophomore year.”

She largely attributes her interest in biochemistry 
to AP chem. Originally interested in being a medical 
doctor, a summer internship at a hospital found her 
disliking the hospital environment. “I had to look at 
medical charts, and it was the absolute worst thing 
I’ve ever done! The clinical aspect of being a doctor 
was just absolutely overwhelming for me... I’d rather 
create medicines or develop drugs and work in areas 
like that.”

When it comes to higher learning, Abramson has 
had her eyes on what she refers to as “...the New 
York trifecta of NYU, Barnard and Columbia. I’ve 
been really interested in Brown, too, which I’d prob-
ably say right now is my top-top choice.”

After college, Abramson is interested in living in 
the city where she’ll fi nd more opportunities and 

things to do than she might in New Paltz. “Being in a 
place where there’s only four pizza places and three 
Japanese restaurants can feel pretty limiting,” she 
jokes. “But really, it has made me super-interested in 
places where there’s overwhelming amounts of op-
portunity. Long term, I defi nitely see myself living 
in a large city.”

Abramson, after a brief term at Poughkeepsie 

Day School, came back to New Paltz 
just in time for sophomore year -- a fac-
tor which she fi nds may have made her 
life a little odd at the beginning of tenth 
grade. However, she found solace in 
Stephen Chbosky’s The Perks of Being a 
Wallfl ower. “It was everything I needed 
in a book. And I read it at camp, in the 
woods, which is the most beautiful place 
I could imagine. It was just so good for 
me.”

Abramson likes feeling nostalgic, 
which likely informs her taste in music. 
“I really like early 2000s soft-pop… I 
love ‘throwback’ music. So through that, 
I rediscovered Natasha Bedingfi eld and 
Corinne Bailey Rae… I also like Broad-
way, which is something I always leave 
but come back to.”

Abramson has also spent some time 
teaching herself the guitar, which she 
enjoyed tremendously. But, as a pri-
marily goal-focused person, she took a 
hiatus due to the feeling that she wasn’t 
seeing results at a pace as fast as de-
sired. “...but I’d actually like to get into 
that again,” she adds.

“I also really like friendship-bracelet-
making, because it’s just a very easy 
thing to do and you get quick results... 
You can also do it fairly mindlessly, while 
watching a TV show… I can sit down and 
make a cool pattern.” She adds that the 
product of this hobby usually ends up as 
a token of aff ection towards her friends. 
“...If I say, ‘oh, I have a bunch of friend-
ship bracelets,’ people will immediately 
get really excited to receive this material 
gift that also comes from the heart.”

Abramson wants to remind peers and 
underclassmen to take high school for what it is. “...
But don’t forget that you’re being given the opportu-
nity to have a great education. The teachers at New 
Paltz are really there to help you and want you to 
succeed. Don’t take it for granted, not a lot of people 
have the same opportunity. You should take your 
education and your educational opportunities to the 
fullest, but don’t forget to have fun.” ++

Maddie Abramson.

Subscribe to the 
New Paltz Times

Includes A L M A N A C  W E E K LYA L M A N A C  W E E K LYA L M A N A C  W E E K LY
our arts & entertainment,

calendar, classifieds & real estate guide. 

To order a year’s subscription  
to the New Paltz Times,  

phone (845) 334-8200, fax (845) 334-8202,  
e-mail subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com;  

or send...

ALMANAC WEEKLYALMANAC WEEKLYALMANAC WEEKLY
A miscellany of Hudson Valley art, entertainment and adventure  |  Calendar & Classifieds |  Issue 10 |  Mar.  10 – 17

music stage art movie kids taste garden night
sky history calendar

Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico 

MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME

de. 

202, 
m; 

New Paltz Times
N E W S  O F  N E W  P A L T Z ,  G A R D I N E R ,  H I G H L A N D ,  R O S E N D A L E  &  B E Y O N D

THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2016
VOL. 16, ISSUE 12

On
new

New Paltkicks off H

Sports

New Paltz

A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

22

by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 
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New Paltz Board consmoratoriumGateway are
by Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR Town Board mempose a moratoriumthat time to create 
development overlay zone ha
enough attention to start the di
but it's not at all clear if such a
actually be taken. There are fi nan
legal ramifi cations that will be stu
fore any decisions are made. The id
have been born of the CVS/Five Guy

ect that the Planning Board is pre

considering for North Putt Corners 

but proponents say that it's about th

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely us

the same wording -- requesting tha

moratorium be considered. "It's impo

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who ha

been a leader among those who oppose

the scale of the CVS project, said that

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 
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by Rich Corozine

I
N ITS INSISTENCE on "class" distinction deter-
mined solely by enrollment, the brain-trust of 
Section 9 have done away with natural rivalries 
in football. No longer does New Paltz play High-

land, nor even Marlboro, or Rondout...games and ri-
valries nurtured over the past 30 years that actually 
mean something to the participants. 

"I don't get it," says long-time coach Tom Tegeler, 
"those were big games for us," adds the one-time 
star player for Rondout. "There isn't much in the 
way of rivalry in playing Cornwall, Washingtonville, 
Minisink or Goshen, other than that they are in Class 
A, like us...and we're in A by three students...I 'm not 
sure of the number...but we're the smallest A school 
in the State."

Agreeing is his counterpart at Highland, second-
year coach Josh Tatum. "It's a real shame that we 
don't play New Paltz, a school just fi ve miles away 
that we have a deep tradition with, and against Tom, 
who I have great respect for...it's a natural rivalry."

But, until the heads of Section 9 come to their 
senses, these natural rivalries will mimic the loss of 
participation in the sport itself, as four more schools 
have switched to eight-man football: Onteora, Mill-
brook, Ellenville and in the biggest surprise -- peren-
nial contender Spackenkill...going, going and gone. 
"There's just one school left in Class C -- Chester, and 
none in Class D," says Tatum. 'The concussion is-
sue? Sure, that has something to do with it, but also 
the idea that other full-time sports are drawing kids 
away from football." And he adds: "They can play 
games in soccer, lacrosse, basketball year-round, but 

in football, outside of the games themselves, there is 
only practice."

Outside of these issues, both New Paltz and High-
land still seem to draw the kids out for the sport. 
Highland has 33 on varsity and 34 on the modifi ed 
A level in Class B - there is no JV at Highland for the 
second straight year; while New Paltz has 29 out for 
varsity and 30 for JV's. 

New Paltz, 5-5 last season -- it ending with a 21-0 
loss to undefeated and eventual State Class A cham-
pion Cornwall in the Section 9 Championship game 
-- loses fi ve of its most important players from a year 
ago in All-State middle-linebacker/fullback Kenny 
Verney, four-year starter center/defensive tackle 
Tanner Johnson, four-year off ensive defensive tackle 
Devin Dixon, defensive end Blaise Driscoll and run-
ning back Mike Pisciotta. All big contributors to 
the Huguenots most recent success in challenging 
for Section titles. But the cupboard is not bare for 
Tegeler. Returning are senior four-year safety Aidan 
Hoff man, senior four-year linebacker/running back 
Anthony Dimarco, senior wide receiver/defensive 
back Jordan Cook, senior running back/wide re-
ceiver Sean Becker, senior wide receiver Anthony 
Stevens, senior quarterback Ethan Smith,senior run-
ning back Tyrese Turner, junior lineman Jared Rick-
etson, junior center/defensive lineman Matt Thomas 
and senior linebacker Eric Thomas. Add to that core 
group some promising newcomers, like 6-7 wide 
receiver/defensive end Patrick Murphy (a senior 
switching from golf ), junior running back/defensive 
back Julian Higgs, junior linebacker Jacob Schwartz, 
junior safety/quarterback Logan Pece, junior line-
man Jordan Goodnow and senior tight end/defen-
sive line Abe Weidenkeller, plus transfer junior line-

New Paltz and Highland football preview: a matter of class

SCHOOLS  | SPORTS

man Justin Valentine (from New Jersey), and Tegeler 
sees a lot of good things in the future. Even this year.

"But we have a killer schedule once again -- Corn-
wall, Washinghtonville, Goshen, Minisink Valley -- so 
we'll have to work hard like we always do to be com-
petitive. But we have a healthy program in our num-
bers year-after-year and our accomplishments over 
the years. The Section looks at us as program with a 
rising stock...and I certainly hope so."

Last season -- Tatum's fi rst -- the Huskies started 
fast, going 3-0 in successive blowouts, but then re-
ality kicked in with Marlboro, Rondout defeating 
Highland, with them fi nishing out of Sections for 
the fi fth-straight year at 4-5. Add to that the loss of 
four big-time starters in Julian Meltz (wide out/quar-
terback/defensive back), Chris Hammond (middle 
linebacker/fullback),, Matt Malheiro (running back/
linebacker) and Nick Hackett (both ways lineman) 
and Tatum has a lot of question marks.

Helping answer some of those is returning senior 
quarterback Brian Joyce (who missed half the sea-
son with an injury); senior running back Hezekiah 
Askew, who showed fl ashes of brilliance last season; 
senior linebacker/tight end Josh Hanna; senior line-
man Shamar Gittens; junior running back/lineback-
er Jake Duncan; senior center Sean Mooddeen; ju-
nior defensive end/center Aidan Maduro and senior 
lineman Jon Perez.

Promising newcomers are sophomore quarter-
back Aidan Wiser, sophomore lineman Frank Guidi 
and sophomore wideout David Post

'We're up for the challenge, with getting into Sec-
tions our goal," says Tatum. "We had a strong off -
season of hard work, lots of weight room work since 
January. Our focus is diff erent this year. We seem 

New Paltz football Jordan Cook.  New Paltz football Ethan Smith. PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

New Paltz football Anthony Dimarco.

Highland football Hezekiah Askew. Highland football Brian Joyce. Highland football Josh Hanna.
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 hungrier."
New Paltz opens the season at home against Wash-

ingtonville this Friday, September 6 at 6:30 p.m.; 
while Highland opens at Goshen on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7 at 7 p.m....which is all well-and-good, but 
wouldn't a league in the western Mid-Hudson of 
New Paltz, Highland, Marlboro, Rondout, Wallkill, 
Saugerties and maybe Onteora and Ellenville (if they 
could get back to eleven-man), with each playing a 
cross-over game against schools outside the "league" 
be much more interesting for the fans...and the 
schools also...natural rivals once again. Maybe that 
could help save the game itself. ++

This week in local sports

Thursday, September 5
FDR at New Paltz girls soccer at 4 p.m.
Rondout at Highland volleyball at 5 p.m.
Highland at Marlboro girls swimming at 4 p.m.

Friday, September 6
Washingtonville at New Paltz football at 6:30 p.m.
FDR at New Paltz boys soccer at 4 p.m.
New Paltz girls swimming at Rhinebeck (at Bard 

College) at 4 p.m.
New Paltz girls tennis at Coleman at 4 p.m.
Spackenkill at New Paltz volleyball at 5 p.m.
Highland girls tennis at Ellenville at 4 p.m.

Saturday, September 7
Highland football at Goshen at 7 p.m.
Washingtonville at New Paltz girls soccer at 11 a.m.

New Paltz and Highland boys golf

L
AST SEASON WAS THE season for New Paltz boys golf. The banner year, as they went unde-
feated at 10-0 and won the Larry Johnson Trophy as MHAL champions. Added to that team 
eff ort was the tremendous season for then-junior Nick Puleo, who pulled off  New Paltz's 
fi rst-ever double: winning the MHAL and Section 9 tournaments. Puleo and then seventh-

grader Oliver Watson both made States.
"Nick is all about golf," said long-time coach Kieran Bell. "He works at Apple Greens (Golf Course in 

Clintondale) and on his game there. He's the most improved player from sophomore to junior year 
that I've ever coached. And Oliver is gonna be really good, with a super-bright future. Last year he 
was the best seventh-grader I ever saw play. Just a really good young player."

New Paltz sent six to the Section 9 fi nal for the fi rst time, with three other of last season's top six 
returning -- senior Patrick Murphy has opted for football this season -- in junior Josh Clinton, senior 
Kevin Metzger and senior Will Lawrence-Paine. "Josh is sneaky good, meaning that he is so steady 
that other teams don't really notice how good he is. He never makes a big mistake. Kevin has im-
proved a lot, cutting fi ve strokes from his game at season's end. He needs to work on his putting to 
get to the next level. And Will has a great attitude and has a good short game, but needs more length 
to his game this season."

Well, the Huguenots got off  to a good start to this season, topping FDR 158-166 at the New Paltz 
Golf Course last Wednesday, as Puleo picked up where he left off  last year with a par 36; with Wat-
son carding a 40, Clinton a 40 (including an eagle on the par four fi fth hole); and Metzger a 42. Mike 
Bucholsky led FDR with a 39.

Highland, who broke even last season, fell to Rondout 191-211 to start the season, as Elijah German 
led the Huskies with a 49, Lenny Casabura a 50, Dom Mazzella 54 and Ryan Auchmoody 58.

-- Rich Corozine

SPORTS | GOLF

RICH COROZINE

New Paltz golf returning MHAL and Section 9 champ Nick Puleo.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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1998 gasoline spill -- 2019 emergency 
resolution

In 1998, two buried gasoline tanks at the Village 
Hall property that were shared by the Town and Vil-
lage were leaking. The area was cleaned up and the 
DEC signed off  on completion of the remediation in 
2002.

In 2017, the Village’s buried heating oil tank was 
leaking. The buried tank was removed and the heat-
ing oil was cleaned up. However, some remaining gas-
oline from 1998 was discovered during soil removal. 
Subsequently, the Village performed additional tests 
in 2018 to see that the heating oil had been cleaned 
up and the analysis showed the heating oil was gone.

The Town Highway Department and Village Depart-
ment of Public Works are working jointly to fi nd and 
remove any remaining 1998 gasoline to get the prop-
erty cleaned once and for all. We anticipate crews 
breaking ground in September.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Bicycling -- a win win!

Worried about the climate crisis? Struggling to get 
enough exercise? The climate crisis and physical inac-
tivity are both top-priority public health issues. Physi-
cal activity, including bicycling and walking, have 
been linked to lower risks of cardiovascular disease, 
diabetes, cancer, hypertension, obesity and depres-
sion. Here in New Paltz though, bicycling tends to be 
viewed by most people as a fun recreational activity 
rather than a mode of transportation. Since a typical 
passenger vehicle emits about 4.6 metric tons of car-
bon dioxide per year, I challenge you to do an errand 
this week on your bicycle rather than in your car to 
reduce your carbon footprint. Ask yourself: what it 
would take to use your bicycle more as transporta-
tion? Do you need to invest in a new helmet, more 
visible clothing or a pannier bag to hold purchases? 
Perhaps you might even consider an electric bike to 
extend your range of comfortable riding. As a mem-
ber of the New Paltz Bicycle Pedestrian Committee, 
we have been working hard to improve the safety of 
biking and walking in New Paltz. On September 30, 
we will be sponsoring a Complete Streets training for 
municipal leaders and key stakeholders. Complete 
Streets are designed and operated to enable safe ac-
cess for all users -- including pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities. 
Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, 
walk to shops and bicycle to work. If you would bi-
cycle and walk more as transportation if there were 
more safe bike lanes and sidewalks, let your town or 
village representatives know how important this issue 
is to you. If you feel passionate about creating a better 
New Paltz for all modes of transportation and would 
like to participate in the Complete Streets training, 
contact me at 920-883-1788 or talk to any`member of 
the Bicycle Pedestrian Committee. 

Janelle Peotter
New Paltz

Get out and enjoy the river 

Mark your calendars on September 14 (rain date 
September 15) for the fi rst annual Great Wallkill River 
Race taking place at Sojourner Truth Park, 55 Plains 
Road, in New Paltz. The race is sponsored by 19 busi-
nesses and organizations including the Wallkill River 
Watershed Alliance and the Village of New Paltz. Boat-
ers interested in participating in the event must regis-
ter at www.wallkillalliance.org/race and pay a $25 en-
trance fee which will go toward cleaning up the river. 
Boaters may bring a boat or rent a craft at: https://
npkayaking.com/. There is no charge for others view-
ing the race or attending the afternoon festivities. The 
detailed schedule for the September 14 Great Wallkill 
River Race is as follows: 

11 a.m. -- the launch for the race is at Sojourner 
Truth Park. The route heads downstream 1/2 mile to 
the River to Ridge site and returns back to the same 

starting point. Children are welcome with adult su-
pervision. 

12:30 to 3 p.m. -- after the race, Betty and the 
Baby Boomers are scheduled to play at 12:30 p.m. 
The celebration will also include prizes for each age 
class by gender: 12-17, 18-25, 26-50, 50+ and a two-
person boat class, food, an environmental resource 
fair and additional fun activities for the whole fam-
ily. 

See you at the river! 
Joe Bergstein, Member 

Wallkill River Watershed Alliance

Can you hear me? 

 For years we have felt that we would be mak-
ing greater progress in mitigating the climate crisis 
if the movement had a dynamic and charismatic 
leader. Bill McKibben and his 350.org organization 
inspired the formation of New Paltz Climate Action 
Coalition. But clearly, he is not leading the charge 
right now.

An unlikely leader might be a diminutive 16-year-
old Swedish girl, challenged by Asberger’s and peri-
ods of depression. Yet, Greta Thunberg seems to be 
rising to the challenge. Her overriding message is 
that the older generation is stealing the future from 
the youth.

She was a celebrity at last year’s UN climate con-
ference in Poland where she repeatedly asked, “Can 
you hear me?” and later, “Are you listening?” then 
added, “You did not act in time.”

Yet, her greatest contribution might be activat-
ing youth around the world. She has successfully 
encouraged a boycott of European schools on Fri-
days. And last week, Greta sailed across the Atlan-
tic, avoiding a carbon footprint of airplane travel, to 
attend a youth climate conference in New York City. 

Greta, we hear you loud and clear -- and we are 
listening.

Dan and Ann Guenther
 New Paltz

Watch your step

The increasing number of homeless people has 
resulted in some of America’s warm climate cities 
having multiple thousands of people living in tents 
and other makeshift living quarters in the streets. 
Not only have these “tent cities” brought unsani-
tary conditions wherever they arise, but also an in-
crease in the disease carrying, rodent population. 
While Republicans are quick to observe that these 
cities have been under Democratic rule for many 
years, Democrats deny that their party’s policies 
have anything to do with the increased homeless 
problem. Noticing that San Francisco has hired ten 
people -- at an annual cost of $750,000 -- to clean 
human waste (and discarded needles of drug users) 
left in the streets, Tony Bennet reworked the lyrics 
to his famous song I Left My Heart in San Francisco to 
bring attention to the threat these conditions pose 
to the health and welfare of the residents, visitors 
and business community of the “City by the Bay.”

(They’re leaving poop in San Francisco)

The cleanliness of Paris seems out of reach today
The beauty that was Rome seems oh so far away
You use public toilets when you’re visiting in 

Manhattan 
Don’t use the streets in my City...by the Bay

They’re leaving poop...in San Francisco 
next to the curb...it waits for you
So if you ride a cable car or walk outside a bar
Watch out for poop and needles too...Oh please do

The Governor lives...in Sacramento 
Far from the homeless...in the streets 
If he should wa-alk...around...San Francisco
He’d better wear...high boots...with cleats
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if you should wa-alk...around...San Francisco 
You’d better wear...high boots...with cleats.

George Civile
Gardiner

Complete Streets, not auto-centric 
highways

Open letter to the New York State Department of Trans-
portation Region 8:

As you are aware, the Village of New Paltz, along 
with our land-use board, have worked closely with 
Stewart’s Shops to set parameters for their reloca-
tion in the Village to the corner of Henry W. DuBois 
Drive and North Chestnut Street/State Route 32. We 
were pleased our Planning Board issued Stewart’s 
site plan approval on August 20 and the review by 
our board along with the DOT included the installa-
tion of a traffi  c signal at that intersection.

However, the current draft design for North Chest-
nut Street is entirely too highway- and auto-centric 
and confl icts with our community’s desire and com-
mitment to create Complete Streets. It is too focused 
on turning lanes and lacks Complete Street features, 
on-street parking, sidewalks on both sides of the 
street and safe integration with the Empire State 
Trail from the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail and Henry W. 
DuBois Drive.

In 2011, Governor Cuomo signed into law The 
Complete Streets Act, “requiring state, county and 
local agencies to consider the convenience and mo-
bility of all users when developing transportation 
projects.” Our community agrees with Governor 
Cuomo and our Village Board has walked the walk 
and updated the zoning for this corridor where 
Stewart’s will be relocated.

District regulations in section 212-13 (G) (1) of our 
village code for the zone states the following: “to 
promote the development of a neighborhood de-
fi ned by a mix of residential, retail, service, profes-
sional, civic and cultural uses and which encourages 
travel by walking, bicycle and mass transit.”

The current draft design for North Chestnut Street 
is not aligned with our intentional zoning and our 
community’s pledge to create a mixed-use Complete 
Streets neighborhood. The plan for the Empire State 
Trail crossing at this corner is problematic. We have 
considerable concerns about the safety of what is 
being proposed. Already, the nearby intersection at 
North Chestnut and Mulberry that is one block north 
and part of the new Empire State Trail is without a 
crosswalk or controls and leaves people taking risks 
to cross North Chestnut.

On September 30, our New Paltz Bicycle Pedestrian 
Committee is sponsoring a Complete Streets training 
for municipal leaders and key stakeholders. We would 
like to invite you to join us to see how our community 
wants streets to be designed to support safe access for 
all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists 
and transit riders of all ages and abilities.

If you’d like to discuss, please do not hesitate to 
call us at (845) 255-0130.

Mayor Tim Rogers, Deputy Mayor KT Tobin 
and Trustees Alexandria Wojcik

William Wheeler Murray and Michele Zipp
New Paltz

Support local farms to fi ght climate 
change

Last month, the United Nation’s Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change, a body composed of 
the world’s leading climate scientists, issued a report 
identifying the urgent need to reform the way agri-
culture is done. Current farming and land-use prac-
tices generate almost one-third of all greenhouse gas 
emissions, rapidly accelerating the climate crisis. 
Large-scale policy changes will ultimately be needed 
to reform the most destructive industrial farming 
practices, and we should demand such action of 
elected offi  cials. 

But the report also calls for local action, and we 
have the opportunity to directly advance solutions 
to the climate crisis right here, right now. Our area is 
rich with small farms engaged in the sustainable ag-
riculture practices deemed essential by climate ex-
perts; things like crop diversity and rotation, organic 
growing methods and integrated pest management. 
You can join in the eff ort to combat climate change 
by supporting such farms. 

The Phillies Bridge Farm Project operates a com-
munity supported agriculture (CSA) program where 
members collect a weekly share of the farm’s har-
vest, food all grown using sustainable produc-
tion methods that can actually reverse the eff ects 
of climate change. Fall shares are now available at 
philliesbridge.org. Some other CSAs and farmer’s 
market sellers also practice sustainable agriculture 
and we should support all such eff orts. 

Collective political action will be needed to com-
bat the disastrous consequences of industrial agri-
culture. But we can also take steps in our personal 
lives to be a part of the solution. You can fi ght cli-
mate change by supporting local farms using sus-
tainable growing practices.

Brian Obach, Co-President
Phillies Bridge Farm Project 

New Paltz

U-Act (Ulster Activists) is a local 
political force

In January 2017, citizens in the New Paltz area 
gathered to talk about how they could challenge the 
incoming Trump administration and its promised 
policies. From their discussions emerged the activ-
ist group, U-Act, which has for two-and-a-half years 
now channeled the energies of concerned citizens. 
Members have spent many hours at rallies, made 
thousands of phone calls, written hundreds of let-
ters and post cards, lobbied local politicians and 
networked with various local and national activist 
groups, including Indivisible. U-Act has organized 
community events to educate the public about criti-
cal issues (a proposed New York Constitutional Con-
vention) and to give progressive political candidates 
a platform for their campaigns (e.g., a series of meet 
the candidates events for congressional aspirants, a 
town hall to highlight Sheriff  Figueroa’s plans for law 
enforcement).

U-Act committee members have educated them-
selves on proposed local and national legislation 
related to women’s issues, health care, the environ-
ment, voting and election reforms and have taken 

the lead in applying constituent pressure on elected 
and prospective leaders. During the 2018 election 
campaign, U-Act provided a host of reliable canvass-
ers and campaign aides whose contributions were 
gratefully acknowledged by our winning candidates. 
With the 2019 local election fast approaching, U-Act 
again is preparing its resources to help elect some 
excellent progressive candidates.

With a listserv membership of 200+, U-Act wel-
comes new activists to join us. We started in 2017 
with a vow to act, to do. We’ve seen that our eff orts 
have contributed to positive change. We intend to 
win in 2020. Our e-mail group regularly posts notic-
es of actions and events that can engage members. 
In order to join, please send your request to ulsterac-
tivists@gmail.com You can also check out the U-Act 
website at ulsteractivists.org.

Meetings of U-Act are scheduled for the second 
Sunday of every month in the New Paltz Village Hall 
at 25 Plattekill Avenue. The next meeting is Septem-
ber 8, 4-6 p.m. U-Act is a voluntary organization with 
no dues or fees. 

U-Act is sponsoring an event on September 22 
from 3 to 5:30 p.m. at the New Paltz Community 
Center -- A Forum on Criminal Justice Reform in Ul-
ster County: Justice Begins at Home. Speakers will be 
Dave Clegg, candidate for District Attorney; Bryan 
Rounds, candidate for County Judge; County Execu-
tive Pat Ryan; and Sheriff  Juan Figueroa.

Tom Denton
Highland

A Column for All, 
About Justice for All

IS ULSTER COUNTY READY TO 
BE “SMART ON CRIME”? 

T
he debate between being tough or soft on crime 
has no value in the criminal justic conversation 
today, other than as a political distraction and 
red herring. Forward-thinking communities 

across the country have implemented “Smart on 
Crime” policies and have experienced decreases in 
incarceration rates and crime rates at the same time. 

Smart on Crime policies aim to drive down incarceration 
rates in the US which are the highest in the world, encourage 
alternatives to criminalization and incarceration for low 
level non-violent offenders, bolster prevention efforts, and 
ensure that finite resources are devoted to prosecuting 
dangerous criminals. A key to reducing jail populations 
is diverting people with substance abuse disorders and 
mental health problems away from the justice system, 
while allowing mental health and substance abuse 
professionals to provide treatment. 

For decades, research has consistently shown that 
mass incarceration and law and other policies have a 
negative impact on public safety. Our overuse of jails to 
punish non-violent offenders causes family separation, 
untreated mental health and substance abuse disorders, 
creates a greater risk of reoffending, and wastes tax payer 
dollars. Leaders in criminal justice reform, regardless of 
political party affiliation, have instituted smart on crime 
approaches. Fifty-two jurisdictions have committed 
to reducing jail populations as part of the MacArthur 
Foundation’s Safety and Justice Challenge. 

Sadly, Ulster County is not one of them. Not only has 
the Ulster County District Attorney’s Office failed to 
implement Smart on Crime approaches, it has opposed 
newly enacted laws promoting criminal justice reform 
while sounding false alarms that these reforms are 
dangerously “soft on crime”. It’s time to move beyond 
soundbites and false choices between being either tough 
on crime or soft on crime, and focus instead, on being 
Smart on Crime. 

I’m Dave Clegg and I’m running to be your next Ulster 
County District Attorney. I believe Ulster County is more 
than ready to be Smart on Crime. 

Dave Clegg brings four decades of experience practicing 
criminal defense, and nine years as an Ulster County 
Public Defender. He has fought for the rights of victims his 
entire career. Dave is the Chairperson of the Ulster County 
Human Rights Commission and has been a leader in our 
community for decades.

P A I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

\3
WHY PRINT?

Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

\4
WHY PRINT?

The record A newspaper can 
be archived and used by future 
generations to learn about 
our time. Web posts are often 
edited several times and rarely 
well archived. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N



 New Paltz Times 24 •  September 5, 2019

It’s the economy

The last hurrah?
This will probably be the second to last — at 

least for a while — of our occasional columns in this 
space about fl ight activities at Stewart Airport. The 
two years of Norwegian Air’s experiment with the 
Newburgh airport for low-cost international fl ights is 
coming to a close a week from this coming Sunday, 
on September 15. The most dramatic traffi  c boost in 
Stewart’s commercial history is about to come to an 
unwelcome end. 

Through its spokespersons, airport operator Port 
Authority of New York and Jersey (PA) has put a brave 
face on the discontinuance of all Norwegian’s fl ights 
between Stewart and Dublin and similar fl ights from 
the airports in Providence and Hamilton, Ontario. 
Norwegian’s experience had proven Stewart’s ap-
peal, the powerful bistate agency concluded, for air-
lines “with the right equipment, market positioning 
and route map.” On-going discussions with almost 
a dozen unnamed airlines, “both new entrants and 
those looking to expand service in the region,” were 
taking place, PA said in a press release,. 

Don’t hold your breath.  
The building of a $40-million federal inspection 

station at Stewart for processing international pas-
sengers made little sense unless the airport had 
scheduled international fl ights — which it won’t have 
starting September 15. A contract for the building 
expansion has been signed, but actual construction 
will require an okay from PA. The agency is making 

noises about going ahead anyway, but it’s hard to be-
lieve that will happen without the commitment of an 
international carrier.

Might another airline unencumbered by unre-
solved safety issues on its planes step up to the role 
the fi nancially challenged Scandinavian carrier was 
willing to play? Despite PA’s willingness to off er very 
favorable terms in its discussions, it’s not clear that 
there will be any takers.

PA’s recently released June passenger traf-
fi c data illustrates the magnitude of the potential 
marketplace for low-cost international fl ights uti-
lizing Stewart Airport. With but a single daily 787-9 
Dreamliner fl ight from Stewart to Dublin and back, 
Norwegian Air recorded 20,743 paying passengers in 
June. Since this Dreamliner model has 344 seats, to-
tal potential passenger traffi  c at 100 percent capac-
ity would fi ll 10,320 seats each way, or 20,640 in all. 
Norwegian planes fl ying between Stewart and Dub-
lin appear to have achieved 100.5 percent capacity 
during June. 

Can’t do much better than that. 
With those results from a single route, the only 

way you could lose money is if your revenues were 
less than your expenses. Norwegian has claimed that 
was the case here. “As the airline moves from growth 
to profi tability, we have conducted a comprehen-
sive review of our transatlantic operations between 

North America and Ireland and concluded that these 
routes are no longer commercially viable,” wrote 
Matthew Wood, a Norwegian Air vice-president, 
on August 13. Without a fi rm return-to-service date 
for the grounded Boeing 737 Maxes, he wrote, the 
continuing costs of leasing expensive replacement 
aircraft for them was an unsustainable proposition.

Norwegian had essayed a couple of interesting in-
novations to its customers using Stewart. One was 
the provision of Coach USA bus service times be-
tween Stewart and New York City to meet Norwe-
gian Air schedules — reportedly, as many as 40 per-
cent of Norwegian’s passengers paid $20 each way 
for this bus service. The other was a travel package 
allowing passengers to visit Woodbury Commons 
premium outlets and get back to the airport in time 
for an evening Norwegian fl ight to Dublin.

There was a larger picture to be considered, 
however. Already on the fi nancial brink as a conse-
quence of its worldwide expansionary strategy, the 
Scandinavian airline was unlikely to cut some less 
utilized transatlantic routes while leaving intact the 
one between Stewart and Dublin. In the short term, 
it probably decided that its Dublin-based  staff  was 
better directed toward pursuit of European rather 
than American opportunities.  

It’s back to the drawing board for PA at Stew-
art. Domestic airline passenger traffi  c has been fl at. 
In the twelve months ending on June 30, the New-
burgh airport generated 366,838 domestic revenue 
passengers. For the entirety of 2018 the correspond-
ing number was almost identical: 366,130. 

For PA at Stewart, the number of international 
passengers falling from 324,281 in 2018 to zero in 
2020 will be a bitter pill to swallow. Its only conso-
lation is that Stewart, carrying less than half of one 
percent of the airport system’s total number of pay-
ing passengers, really doesn’t matter in the overall 
scheme of things.

In 2018 the PA reported a total of 138.5 million 
paying airline passengers to its New York metro 
area airports, up nearly six million over the previ-
ous year. On a year-to-year basis, another 1.7 million 
passengers had been added by the mid-year mark of 
2019.  The robust growth of the international sector 
is continuing. New York remains the dominant gate-
way for visitation to the United States. Among the 
international airlines, Norwegian Air ranks fi fth in 
passenger traffi  c to the PA airports. 

So it’s back to the role as exurban backup in a very 
large airport system for Stewart International. Why 
then did this article announce itself as the second to 
last in a series instead of the last? Probably out of 
an abundance of caution. There’s enough unpredict-
ability in so rapidly changing a world that one never 
knows whether the latest chapter in any economic 
saga is the fi nal one.     

-- Geddy Sveikauskas

845-372-5650
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Tribute

Remembering Kathy Cartagena
by Erin Quinn

I will always love you and miss you, my dear sweet 
friend. Thank you for teaching me what kindness and 
community truly are. I love you.

-- MaryAnn Connelly
(longtime friend & volunteer at Family of New Paltz)

T
HERE ARE SOME people who defy defi ni-
tion. You cannot measure their humanity 
or quantify their goodness. They exceed 
all standards of what is good and true and 

kind. Kathy Cartagena, the 23-year director of Fam-
ily of New Paltz, who passed away on August 26 after 
a 15-month battle with non-Hodgkins lymphoma, is 
one of those.

“It’s amazing how one person can aff ect other 
people just by smiling and saying ‘Hello.’ Kathy was 
one of those people. She saved my life,” said Alicia 
Williams, a resident of Kingston who was a client 
of Family and a volunteer. “It didn’t matter if you 
were black, white, Asian, striped, gay, straight…she 
didn’t care. Her generosity was so big.” Williams had 
needed assistance from Family when she was going 
through a diffi  cult time, but she said that Cartagena 
“always took the time to ask how I was doing and 
give me a hug. Sometimes that’s really all it takes.”

Williams said that she, in turn, loved helping out 
at Family, sorting clothes or food for the pantry or 
“just going to the post offi  ce if Kathy needed some-
thing mailed, bring food boxes out to people’s cars 
who were disabled or shoveling snow. It helped me 
to give back.”

This is a story that was repeated to the New Paltz 
Times by people whom Cartagena helped when they 
needed a car fi xed to get to their job so that they 
could pay rent, and others who did not know where 
to turn because they were victims of domestic vio-
lence and their husband loomed big and powerful 
in a small town. There were those who lost jobs or 
health insurance, fell into the grips of drug addiction 
or alcoholism or were simply so depressed, like Wil-
liams, that they didn’t want to go on. This is whom 
Cartagena helped, and she did it quietly, without 
any fanfare, because it was what needed to be done, 
because these were people in her community, these 
were people in her family.

“This was not her job; this was her way of life,” 
said Theresa Fall, who has been on the Regatta Com-
mittee with Cartagena for years. “She contributed 
so much to our community, and she never sought 
praise or attention. People’s conditions broke her 
heart, especially people she knew were suff ering 
from domestic abuse. She would take money out of 
her own pocket to help someone, and she did not 
have an easy life or make a lot of money.”

There was no degree of separation between Carta-
gena and the people she helped or those whom she 
persuaded into volunteering on her various commit-
tees, be it the Turkey Trot, Regatta, New Year’s Eve 
Gala, food drives, clothing drives or just beating the 
bushes to get the things her clients at Family needed 
to survive to the next day. “That’s the myth about 
New Paltz,” said one woman who wanted to remain 
anonymous due to being in a 12-step substance abuse 
program that Cartagena helped give her the support 
and courage to attend at a local church. “People talk 
about helping the ‘needy’ in New Paltz, or those ‘less 
fortunate.’ You know what? We’re all one paycheck, 
one missed mortgage payment, one drink, one pill, 
one bad decision away from being someone that 
needs Family. Think about the name: ‘Family.’ It’s 
where you go when you have nowhere else to go and 
you’re too ashamed to face people. That’s where I 
went, and that’s where Kathy embraced me and met 
me and gave me the courage to start facing those 
demons one by one. My heart is both swollen with 
love and broken from loss, because she’s whom we 
all need to be more like in this world. Lord knows 
I’m going to try.”

While many refer to Cartagena as a “saint” or an 
“angel,” those who knew her are the fi rst to tell you 
that she was as human and fl awed and funny and 
irreverent in some respects as the rest of us. “She 
was charming and hysterical and lived life to the full-
est, but also had no fi lter, and would not be someone 
you’d want to cross!” said Fall with a laugh.

Her friend and fellow co-worker and volunteer 
Tara Dates concurred. “I was working in the fi nance 
department at Family of Woodstock and just off ered 
to volunteer to help out at the Turkey Trot,” a 5K 
walk/run that serves as Family of New Paltz’s largest 
fundraiser, held on Thanksgiving morning in the vil-
lage. “‘Great,’ she said, ‘you’re on the committee!’” 
Dates also remembered Cartagena calling her one 
winter day and asking “if I go away for New Year’s 
Eve. And I told her that I didn’t, and she said, ‘Ex-
cellent. You’re going to be on our New Year’s Gala 
committee.’ And I thought, ‘Is this how it works?’”

Jen Puleo, a friend of Cartagena’s and one of her 
many “elves,” had a similar story: “In 2011 I walked 
in the front door of Family with a 20-pound turkey 
in each hand. I said, ‘Hi, I’m Jen and I want to help.’ 
Kathy just hugged me and told me she loved me. I 
had never met her before!” But after that kind of wel-
come, Puleo began to volunteer in the offi  ce once 
a week, and has continued to do more with Family 
each year. According to Puleo, it was Cartagena’s 
spirit of excitement and acceptance and energy that 
inspired her to want to do more volunteer work in 
the community.

As someone who did the accounts receivable for 
several years, Dates knows how successful Carta-
gena was at raising the money that Family needed 
to provide its broad range of social services. “She 
was just incredible at fundraising. I don’t know how 
she did it. It’s not easy to go around in a small com-
munity and ask people for money. But Kathy was 
unbelievable. She would explain exactly what they 
needed the funds for, how critical it was for specifi c 
programs or the food pantry or to help someone be 
able to stay in their apartment, and they would hap-
pily donate.”

What many people do not know is how hard Carta-
gena worked to help people who needed a car, or 
needed the vehicle they did have repaired. “She 
would always say that people are only one car repair 
away from losing their job or their house or their 
kids,” said Dates. “She worked tirelessly to make 
sure that people were able to get their cars fi xed, or 
to even get a car so that they could be able to hold 
a job. I know how many car repairs we were able 
to pay for -- and even bicycle repairs, because one 
client biked to work.” Dates also remembers how 
Cartagena fought to get computers into the Andrew 

J. Babb House in the back of Family so that “women 
or men trying to get back into the workforce could 
learn how to use Word and Excel and write résumés. 
This stuff  sounds basic, but if you didn’t have those 
tools or access to computers, it would make it very 
diffi  cult to get a job.”

Cartagena was also a vault. Dealing with people at 
their most vulnerable times in a small community 
was a 24/7 type of job, and one where she encoun-
tered people from all backgrounds, ethnicities and 
socioeconomic status, and helped to comfort and 
guide them to the help they needed. No one would 
ever know who those people were. She kept people’s 
situations so close to her heart, but also so close to 
the vest that no one ever knew who was coming in to 
help or volunteer or who was coming in to be helped. 
Sometimes those lines crossed back and forth.

“We would constantly get cards with donations for 
the Turkey Trot or just Family of New Paltz from peo-
ple whom Kathy had helped during a desperate time,” 
said Dates. “They felt such gratitude towards her that 
when they got back on their feet, they just wanted to 
give back as much as they believed that they had re-
ceived, which in Kathy’s world was just what she did.”

Although she was dwelling in the underbelly of 
New Paltz, the places that were dark and full of cob-
webs and scary scenarios and fear and sadness and 
shame, she was able to cast a light of hope, call you 
by your name and say, “How can I help you?” Those 
people are rare and precious and are the glue that 
keeps us bound together and helps to cement these 
disparate lives to form a foundation for a commu-
nity to rest on and weather personal and collective 
storms. One storm in particular was the remnants of 
Hurricane Irene that caused so much fl ooding in New 
Paltz and destruction to the crops of local farmers, 
as well as leaving people homeless. “She singlehand-
edly helped us raise tens of thousands of dollars for 
Flood Aid,” said Fall, who worked on that campaign 
with Cartagena and a group of other residents.

But there were also the glitter and the sequins and 
the crazy hats and the laughter -- so much laughter 
that emanated from Cartagena as she sprinkled her 
light and love over us all. The Turkey Trot, even in 
a blizzard or subzero weather or in a rainstorm, was 
always packed because people believed in Family of 
New Paltz, but they also would not let Kathy down.

Sadly, that life force that gave tirelessly and helped 
buoy people up when they were in the trenches of 
despair was not able to be given the love and com-
fort back that she had provided so freely. “She was 
here, dying from lymphoma, and so few of us knew,” 
said Fall. “That kills me. I feel like she was always 
here for her community, but when she needed us 
most, we were not there for her.”

There is also no service planned, no fl owers to be 
delivered. Cartagena was in New Paltz in the em-
brace of her beloved husband, children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, whom she loved more 
than life itself. She left an indelible mark on so many, 
raised innumerable people up, inspired legions of 
volunteers and made her corner of the world a place 
where hope and second chances and humanity and 
grace and kindness were the currency.

“She was a major part of the New Paltz commu-
nity, and without her kind spirit we will have to fi nd 
a way to carry on,” wrote Williams in a thoughtful 
response to the New Paltz Times’ query. Kathy was a 
unique individual, and there will be no other person 
like her. God gave us the gift of life, and what we do 
with that life is our gift back. Kathy gave it back ten-
fold.” She cited Hebrews 13, verses 1 & 2:

1) “Let brotherly love continue.”
2) “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strang-

ers, for thereby some have entertained angels un-
awares.”

You will be missed, and you will move through 
those whom you touched, Kathy. Hopefully we can 
all do what we can to be our best selves and do the 
next right and loving thing toward each other in our 
corner of the world and beyond. ++

LAUREN THOMAS

Kathy Cartagena served on the Regatta Committee for 
years.
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
332 STONYKILL, LLC 
NOTICE is given of 
the formation of 332 
STONYKILL, LLC, a 
limited liability com-
pany, by the fi ling of 
Articles of Organiza-
tion with the Secre-
tary of State of the 
State of New York on 
July 24, 2019. The of-
fi ce of the LLC is locat-
ed in Ulster County, 
New York. The Secre-
tary of State has been 
designated as agent 
of the company upon 
whom process may 
be served. The Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process 
against the company 
served upon him to 
332 STONYKILL, LLC, 
144 Sparkling Ridge 
Road, New Paltz, New 
York 12561. The pur-
pose of the LLC is to 
engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualifi ca-
tion of Guston CR 
LLC. App. for Auth. 
fi led with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
6/28/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
Principal business 
location: P.O. Box 
266, West Hurley, NY 
12491. LLC formed 
in Delaware (DE) on 

3/7/19. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, P.O. Box 266, 
West Hurley, NY 
12491. DE address of 
LLC: CSC, 251 Little 
Falls Drive, Wilming-
ton, DE 19808. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with DE 
Secy of State, 401 
Federal St, #4, Dover, 
DE 19901. Purpose: 
any purposes permit-
ted by applicable law.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 114 Kingston Hos-
pitality LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 7/16/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
The LLC, 1511 Centre 
Road, Rhinebeck, NY 
12572. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
I N T E R N AT I O N A L 
VIDEO CHALLENGE 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY on 
06/19/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 

LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 541 
Dubois Rd., Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Reg Agent: 
U.S. Corp. Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
MODENA AUTO 
GROUP, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 05/14/19.  Of-
fi ce: Ulster County.  
United States Corpo-
ration Agents, Inc. 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, 1950 
Route 32 Modena, NY 
12548.  Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of HOT HONEY 
KITCHEN, LLC. Arts. 
Of Org. fi lled with 
Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 7/31/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 10 
Lincoln Place, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: any lawful ac-
tivity.      3720061

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Canos First Step, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. 
fi led with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
8/1/19. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
218 Forest Hill Drive, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY
Notice is hereby giv-
en that GSM FAMILY 
PROPERTIES, LLC, a 
limited liability com-
pany, fi led Articles 
of Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
on June 21, 2019. The 
principal offi  ce is in 
the Town of Gardin-
er, County of Ulster, 
State of New York 
and the Secretary of 
State was designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. The 
address to which the 
Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of 
process is: 141 Dusin-
berre Road, Gardiner, 
NY 12525. The pur-
pose of the company 
is to engage in any 
lawful activity for 

which a company 
may be organized un-
der § 203 of the Limit-
ed Liability Company 
Act.

LEGAL NOTICE
SANTA FE ROSEN-
DALE, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 7/5/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 388 Main 
Street, Rosendale, NY 
12472. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
93 NORTH FRONT 
STREET LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 8/2/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 17 Bur-
gevin Street, Kings-
ton, NY 12401. Pur-
pose : Any lawful act 
or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
REJUVENATE PROP-
ERTIES II, LLC. Art. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 7/30/2019. 
Offi  ce:  Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, PO Box 
372, Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of WILDFLOWER 
CHILD STUDIO LLC. 
Art. Of Org. fi led 
with the Sect’y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/08/19. Offi  ce 
in Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
the LLC, 9 Rock City 
Road Woodstock, NY, 
12498. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Metamorphosis Body 
Modifi cations, LLC, 
a domestic LLC, fi led 
with the SSNY on 
4/26/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 436 Broadway, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: any lawful.

LEGAL NOTICE
Maiden Voyage Ven-
tures LLC
a domestic LLC, fi led 
with the SSNY on 
8/12/2019
address:   E. Kharlamb 
10 Lincoln Place, New 
Paltz, 12561
Purpose:  any lawful

LEGAL NOTICE
SKLAR FARM LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
06/17/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 1726 
Ulster Heights Rd, 
Ellenville, NY 12428. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
GAGGA WAGGA EN-
TERPRISES LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
08/14/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Seth Jacob-
son, 158 E 7th St., 
#D4, NY, NY 10009. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.   

LEGAL NOTICE
DUDAROO REAL ES-
TATE LLC, Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 08/07/2019. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 
102 Fairmont Ave., 
Apt. BL, Kingston, 
NY 12401. Reg Agent: 
U.S. Corp. Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.     

LEGAL NOTICE
LAURELSIDE 1 LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
08/19/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail 
process to: James 
S. Manuso, II, 5130 
Route 212, Willow, NY 
12495. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Cube Agency LLC 
fi led w/ SSNY on 
8/1/19. Offi  ce: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent for pro-
cess & shall mail to: 
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1950 Albany Post Rd, 
Wallkill, NY 12589. 
Purpose: any lawful

LEGAL NOTICE
Graffi  ti Warriors LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on 9/23/08. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
Graffi  ti Warriors, LLC 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of pro-
cess to Graffi  ti War-
riors, LLC at 151 State 
Rte.32S, #14, New 
Paltz, NY 12561.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 42 Brescia Boule-
vard LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/22/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 43 Brescia Blvd., 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Maiden Hen Ven-
tures, LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 8/13/2019. 

Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: 10 Lincoln Place, 
New Paltz, 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Tabella LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/27/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Tabella LLC 
43 Hinel Rd. Kings-
ton, NY 12401. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that a public 
hearing will be held 

by the Town of New 
Paltz Town Board 
on a proposed lo-
cal law entitled, “A 
local law to amend 
Chapter 140 of the 
Town Code, Zoning, 
regarding the Route 
299 Gateway Area” 
and on a proposed 
amendment to the 
Town’s Comprehen-
sive Master Plan on 
September 19 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Town of 
New Paltz Communi-
ty Center, 3 Veterans 
Drive, New Paltz, NY 
12561.The proposed 
Local Law would re-
zone an approximate-
ly 230 acre area sur-
rounding NYS Route 
299 into three new 
zoning districts, one 
new overlay district 
and extend the exist-
ing R-1 District.  The 
proposed Compre-
hensive Plan Amend-
ment would add the 
Town of New Paltz 
Route 299 Gateway 
Committee Report to 
the Comprehensive 
Master Plan, along 
with other conform-
ing edits. 
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE that 
copies of said pro-
posed amended local 
law and Comprehen-
sive Plan Amendment 
are available for 
review at the Town 
Hall, 52 Clearwater 
Road, New Paltz, NY 

12561.All interested 
persons will be given 
an opportunity to be 
heard in person or by 
directing comments 
in writing to the Town 
Board.  All reasonable 
accommodations will 
be made for persons 
with disabilities.  In 
such a case, please 
notify the Town Clerk 
in advance at the 
above address or by 
phone 845-255-0100 
so that arrangements 
can be made.
By order of the Town 
of New Paltz Town 
Board dated August 
22, 2019. 
Rosanna Rosen-
kranse
Town Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
PROBATE CITATION                          
File No. 2019-883
S U R R O G A T E ’ S 
COURT - ONONDAGA 
COUNTY
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK,
By the Grace of God 
Free and Independent
TO: “JOHN DOE and 
MARY ROE,” the 
names “John Doe and 
Mary Roe” being fi c-
titious, and used to 
designate the distribu-
tees, heirs-at-law and 
next of kin of WALTER 
E. THORNTON, JR., 
THOMAS MITY ROB-
ERT THORNTON and 

LORETTA M. THORN-
TON GONYEA, De-
ceased, if any there be 
all of whose names, 
places of residence 
and post offi  ce ad-
dresses are unknown 
and cannot, after due 
diligence and diligent 
inquiry therefore, be 
ascertained.”
A petition having been 
duly fi led by DANA F. 
GRILLO, who is domi-
ciled at 5424 W. Gen-
esee Street. Camillus, 
New York 13031
YOU ARE HEREBY 
CITED TO SHOW 
CAUSE before the Sur-
rogate’s Court, Onon-
daga County, at 401 
Montgomery Street, 
Syracuse, New York, 
on October 23, 2019, 
at 9:30  o’clock in the 
fore noon of that day, 
why a decree should 
not  be made in the 
estate of ROBERT 
THORNTON lately do-
miciled at 159 Leon-
ard Avenue, Syracuse, 
New York 13205, ad-
mitting to probate a 
Will dated January  2, 
2019, a copy of which 
is attached, as the Will 
of ROBERT THORN-
TON, deceased, relat-
ing to real and per-
sonal property, and 
directing that

[x] Letters Testamen-
tary issue to: DANA F. 
GRILLO
[  ]Letters of Trust-
eeship issue to :. 
______________________ _
[  ]Letters of Adminis-
tration c.t.a. issue to 
____________________
(State any further re-
lief requested)
Dated, Attested and 
Sealed
August 26, 2019
DANA F. GRILLO, ESO.
Attorney for Petitioner
5424 W. Genesee 
Street, Camillus, New 
York 13031
Address of Attorney
HON. Mary Keib Smith
Surrogate
Karen R. DeMartin
Deputy Chief Clerk
315-487-3262
Telephone Number
DANA F. GRILLO, ESO.
Attorney for Petitioner
5424 W. Genesee 
Street, Camillus, New 
York 13031
Address of Attorney 
[NOTE: This citation is 
served upon you as re-
quired by law. You are 
not required to appear 
If you fail to appear it 
will be assumed you 
do not object to the 
relief requested. You 
have a right to have 
an attorney appear for 
you.

Helen “Honey” Regan 
Helen “Honey” Regan, 103, formerly of Hoffman Street, Kingston, New York died at The 
Baptist Home at Brookmeade, Rhinebeck, New York on Friday August 23, 2019. Born 
February 25, 1916 in Philadelphia Pennsylvania, she is a daughter of the late Peter J. Stavros 
and Elizabeth (Burwell) Selfridge.

A homemaker and devoted mother, she is survived by her children; Linda Bohan, Rick 
Regan, Steve Regan, and Susan Regan. Eight grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews also survive.

Her husband of 48 years, Robert R. “Bob” Regan died in 1988. A grandson, Darren Bohan 
also predeceased her, having been lost on 9/11.

Cremation and memorial arrangements were under the direction of Joseph V. Leahy Funeral 
Home, Inc., 27 Smith Avenue, Kingston, New York, www.jvleahyfh.com. A Memorial Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated 11:00 am, Tuesday, September 3rd at St. Joseph’s Church New 
Paltz. Expressions of sympathy in lieu of flowers may be made in the form of contributions to 
St. Jude Childrens Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis TN 38105.

 
SALVATORE J. SALERNO, JR. 

The morning of August 17th, 2019,  Salvatore J. Salerno, Jr. moved on from our world after 87 years among us. Sal was born 
in New Paltz in 1932 and lived most of his life in the area. Many of you reading this may have had him visit your home or 
business during his days running Sal Salerno Plumbing & Heating to install a boiler, fix a leaking faucet, thaw your frozen 
pipes, or worked alongside him on a construction site. Or maybe you had the good fortune of having him as your landlord at 
one of his rental properties. 

Sal was a lifelong baseball fan, playing in the local softball league well into his twenties, and rooting for the Yankees his whole 
life. Sal proudly served in the US Army during the Korean war, being honorably discharged in 1954. He enjoyed craft wood-
working, model building, household renovation and fishing. 

Carrying on his traditions and memories are his wife of 67 years, Olga (Martinez) Salerno; his children, Linda Salerno, Steven 
Salerno and his wife Marsha of Atlanta Georgia, and Michael Chase-Salerno of New Paltz; his grandchildren Ian Hebel, Kyle 
Hebel & Andrew Salerno of Atlanta and Declan & Quinn Chase-Salerno of New Paltz; his brother Frank Salerno of Pagosa 
Springs, Colorado and sister Roseann Wade of Portsmouth, Virginia.

Accompanying him on his continuing journey are his parents, Bertha and Salvatore Salerno of Mesa, Arizona, his brother 
Joseph Salerno of Tucson, Arizona and his daughter in-law Erica Chase-Salerno of New Paltz. 

Services were held privately in New Paltz.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281



 New Paltz Times 28 •  September 5, 2019

A+ Rating with the BBB 

•  $10 when you call to learn more 
•  $75 when you enroll within a week 
•  $150 when you enroll within 24 hours of your first call 

Cash Bonus 
When You Enroll$160 

CASH BONUS 

Do Good and Feel Good With 
SolsticeTM Community Solar

Community Solar allows you to go green and preserve the Hudson Valley 
environment, without the time or cost of other green programs. Every home 

that joins supports a new share of clean energy!

Free to Join Risk-FreeMonthly Savings

(866) 826-1997

Ready to go green with your community?
(866) 826-1997

www.solstice.us/np

"I like the community-aspect 
of Solstice... I am living 
my values."

Alison Galley
Teacher, Mother, and Environmentalist

"Sustainability, whether 
it's for me, my kids, or 
my kid's kids, matters."

Jeff Abrams

Pass On A Cleaner Tomorrow

The Difference You Can Make

 8,000 
Pounds of Coal

Avoiding  
1.5 

Cars Off the Road

Taking  8.7 
Acres of Forest Intact

Leaving

By joining your local solar farm, you’ll not only save money; 
you’ll support renewable power for you and your neighbors. You 

might be surprised at the difference just one household can make:*

*Environmental impact estimates made using the EPA's Greenhouse Gas  
 Equivalencies Calculator. Estimated based on 2017 avg. U.S. residential energy   
 use from the Energy Information Administration.




