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Ten reasons to attend the annual 
Elting Memorial Library Fair

New Paltz
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The sky’s the limit at 29th
annual Taste of New Paltz

Highland New Paltz

Highland Harvest Fest will bring 
community fun to the hamlet
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New Paltz

More than 30 boats entered the 
fi rst  Great Wallkill River Race

Flags of 
solidarity
Gardiner drafts rebuke 
of hate crimes following 
wave of anti-LGBTQ 
vandalism

by Frances Marion Platt

T
HE GARDINER TOWN Board is 
preparing to take an unprec-
edented step at its October 
meeting: In response to re-

quests from a number of residents and 
the Gardiner Democratic Committee, 
councilman David Dukler has drafted a 
resolution to take a public stand against 
hate crimes in the community, and the 
measure is expected to pass unani-
mously once the language undergoes a 
few tweaks. While it’s routine for some 
municipalities to issue resolutions in 
symbolic support of various causes, 
such as declaring a particular month an 
“Awareness Month” for a particular dis-
ease, Gardiner does not normally put 
such proposals on its meeting agendas. 
“Since I’ve been on this board, we’ve 
never passed a resolution like this be-
fore,” Dukler said. “It’s groundbreak-
ing.”

The text for the resolution, titled 
“Condemnation of Hate Crimes,” enu-
merates several recent instances of van-
dalism targeting homes displaying rain-
bow fl ags in solidarity with the LGBTQ 
community, before going on to express 
strong offi  cial disapproval of such be-
havior. “The Town Board of the Town of 

Continued on page 18

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Volunteers are needed for the Hasbrouck Park Playground Rebuild taking place from September 25 through September 29 in New Paltz.

A photograph of Kat Trapani’s 
wrecked mailbox as she discovered it 
on the morning of July 16.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond
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Repair Café in Gardiner
The Gardiner Library will host a Repair Café this 

Sunday, September 22 from 1 to 4 p.m. Repair Café 
is a free event where community members bring be-
loved but broken items, and together, with volunteer 
repair coaches, fi x them. Broken items include small 
appliances, lamps, clothing, frames, chairs and 
more. There will be free coff ee and tea (bring your 
own mug) and baked treats and fruit for sale.

Currently the café is looking for repair coaches 
to guide people in fi xing all kinds of things. Repair 
coaches bring their own tools and supplies and off er 
repairs at no cost. If you would like to volunteer, the 
commitment can be on a per-event basis.

 The Repair Café meets in the Gardiner Library 
community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For fur-
ther information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

School children climate strike
in New Paltz

School children in New Paltz are going to stage a 
climate strike on Friday, September 20 to highlight 
their fears that inaction on global warming is now 
creating a climate crisis.

The New Paltz Student and Community Climate 
Strike will commence with a student walk-out at 10 
a.m. September 20, to meet at the New Paltz Middle 
School parking lot. At 10:15 a.m., students will march 
along Main Street to the Elting Library, where a rally 
will be held to publicize the plight of the environ-
ment and raise solidarity for future actions fi ghting 
the climate crisis.

The rally, scheduled to begin around 10:30 a.m., 
will include speeches by students, songs by the 
Resisterhood Choir and Tin Horn Uprising. Other 
speakers include New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil 
Bettez and Village Mayor Tim Rogers. 

The action is being held in support of the Global 
Climate Strike, a week of actions from September 20 
to September 27. (www.strikewithus.org) Local co-
sponsors include New Paltz Climate Smart, Climate 
Action Coalition, U-Act, Move Forward, Resister-
hood and Tin Horn Uprising. 

Organizers quote 16-year-old Swedish student Gre-
ta Thunberg, who has initiated a global movement 
of student strikes to highlight climate change. She 
will address the United Nations about the problem 
as part of the Climate Strike week. “I want you to act 
as you would in a crisis,” she said recently speaking 
in Europe. “I want you to act as if our house is on 
fi re, because it is.” 

Climate Solutions Summit at SUNY 
New Paltz September 21

The third annual Climate Summit will be held on 
Saturday, September 21 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
Student Union Building at SUNY New Paltz.

The summit’s opening panel, entitled, “How to 
Accomplish New York’s Clean Energy and Climate 
Goals,” will feature State Senator Jen Metzger, Exec-
utive Director of Alliance for Clean Energy New York 
(ACE NY), Anne Reynolds, as well as other local and 
state advocates. 

The day will include case studies and workshops 
on topics including renewable energy storage, 
ground source (geothermal) and air source heat 
pumps, clean transportation, regenerative agricul-
ture, climate solutions careers, climate smart com-
munities, student organizing, movement building 
and environmental justice. Speakers will range from 
local, grassroots, state and national organizations. 

The summit will include a green vendor fair, a 
waste-free vegan breakfast and lunch and the sec-
ond annual Zero Emissions Parade at 4 p.m. 

Registration is $30, student registration is $5 sug-
gested or “pay what you can” and scholarship tickets 
are available. 

The deadline to register is Sunday, September 15. 
Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-an-
nual-climate-solutions-summit-tickets-63340815083

For a complete list of program details, visit http://
climatesolutionssummit.org/program/.

Author reading at Inquiring Minds 
Bookstore

Josh Lane will present his book Conscious Nature: 
The Art and Neuroscience of Meditating in Nature on 
September 19, 7 p.m., at Inquiring Minds Bookstore 
in New Paltz

The author, an expert outdoors mentor, provides 

entertaining stories and over 36 engaging practices 
to explore your own relationship with nature for 
greater well-being and daily inspiration. He will be 
available for questions and a signing after the talk.

Inquiring Minds Bookstore is located at 6 Church 
Street in New Paltz.

New Paltz rabies clinic 

A rabies clinic for dogs and cats -- off ered by the 
Town of New Paltz dog control offi  cer and the town 
clerk’s offi  ce -- will be held on Wednesday, September 
25 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Town Highway Garage, lo-
cated at 1 Clearwater Road in New Paltz.

Vaccinations for rabies, distemper and heartworm 
will start at $10 each and will be administered by Dr. 
Laurie Stein, the traveling veterinarian. Heartworm 
medication is also available. Rabies certifi cates will be 
presented at the completion of the vaccination. These 
certifi cates are essential for licensing dogs where they 

Denizen Theatre to present Sender 

D
ENIZEN THEATRE IS producing Chicago playwright Ike Holter’s play Sender, starting 
October 2. The story explores how three tortured millennials, Tess (played by Veronica 
Cooper, Brooklyn-based theatre and fi lm actor), Jordan (played by Maurice Chinnery, 
Hudson Valley actor and SUNY New Paltz recent grad) and Cassandra (played by Sa-

mantha Jane Williams, Bedlam Ensemble actor and producer and SUNY New Paltz alum), navigate 
their heart-ache, numbing and avoidance of taking responsibility for their lives through Holter’s 
rich language and canny understanding of the millennial plight. Lynx, at once the cause and cure 
of his “chosen family’s” grief, will be played by actor and Denizen’s own co-artistic director, Ben 
Williamson. 

 “It is an honor to be able to produce bold, new works and share them with the Hudson Valley,” 
said founder and producing artistic director, Harry Lipstein, of the play. “We at the Denizen The-
atre are passionate about exploring the human condition in order to raise empathy in the world, 
and Ike Holter’s Play Sender does that perfectly, ”

Martine Kei Green-Rogers takes charge as the director of Denizen’s Sender. Green-Rogers is one 
of the top dramaturgs in the United States and a SUNY New Paltz faculty member. Her research 
interests include violence in African-American theatre, African-diaspora theatre and gender and 
race in American theatre. Of Ike Holter’s “Sender,” Green-Rogers said, “ I love the idea of the 
tussle between being who you are, the societal pressures to ‘grow up’ and the extremes we could 
possibly go to in order to escape embracing adulthood.” 

With enthusiastic support from Denizen Theatre’s creative team, director Green-Rogers made 
the clear distinction to employ color-conscious casting when seeking actors for the four roles in 
the play. Color-conscious casting challenges the notion of “color-blind casting” by acknowledging 
that a person’s skin color on stage, as in life, comes with a specifi c life experience that aff ects the 
way they move through the world and how they are perceived. 

 Sender runs October 2-27 on Wednesdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Regular tickets are available for $28, $24 for seniors and $15 for those under 30. The fi rst two 
Wednesday performances, on October 2 and October 9, are pay-what-you-can and Denizen’s $5 
student tickets provide aff ordable access to all students for every show. 

Denizen Theatre is located at Water Street Market, 10 Main Street, Suite 501 in New Paltz.
For more information, visit www.denizentheatre.com.

Actor Maurice Chinnery.
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reside, as required by NYS law. 
Dogs must be leashed and cats must be in carriers. 

Cash or check only. For additional information, call 
(845) 255-0100, extension 1.

Knowledge is power for seniors

The Gardiner Senior Resource Committee will be 
holding an expo on October 3 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the 
community room at Gardiner Town Hall, located at 
2340 Route 44/55.

The focus of the expo is senior safety -- keeping 
seniors safe physically, emotionally and fi nancially. 
Representatives will be on hand to discuss benefi ts 
and programs, as well as tips on preventing fraud 
and identity theft, adult learning opportunities, 
safe exercise classes for senior bodies and the best 
location in your home to store emergency contact 
information in the event a senior needs to call 911. 
Seniors, caregivers for seniors and those who might 
be called on to provide care to aging family mem-
bers are encouraged to attend.

Film screening at Elting
on September 29

The local Friends Committee on National Legisla-
tion will host a screening of the fi lm An Endless War; 
Getting out of Afghanistan” on Sunday, September 29, 
4 p.m., at Elting Library in New Paltz, located at 93 
Main Street in New Paltz.

For more information, contact Brook at sulsang-
ko@gmail.com.

Gardiner Library off ers tech support

 The Gardiner Library currently off ers free one-on-
one tech support on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Those interested may call ahead to reserve a 
time or just drop in during the above hours. Hunter 
Huang is a recent graduate of Rochester Institute of 
Technology and has previously off ered tech support 
to Gardiner Library patrons. He is available for any-
one needing help with a laptop (PC or MAC), tablet 
(iPad or Kindle), smartphone (iPhone or Android) or 
other devices, as well as those who don’t have a com-
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puter and don’t know where to start. 
To sign up for tech help, call the library at 255-1255 

or stop by 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call the number above or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

 Forum on criminal justice reform

How do Ulster County Sheriff  Juan Figueroa and 
Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan feel criminal jus-
tice can be improved? A forum on criminal justice 
reform will be held this Sunday, September 22, from 
3 to 5:30 p.m. at the New Paltz Community Center. 
Democratic candidate for County District Attorney 
David Clegg and Democratic candidate for Ulster 
County Court Judge Bryan Rounds are also part of 
the forum, which will be moderated by Eve Walter. 

 Topics will include the opioid crisis, bias in the 
system, violence against women and rehabilitation. 
The event is sponsored by U-ACT. For more informa-
tion, e-mail Ulsteractivists@gmail.com.

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental Con-
servation Board, Historic Preservation Commission, 
Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public Access 
Committee and the Recreation Committee. Interested 
parties may submit a letter of interest and resume to 
the Supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. Box 550, New Paltz, NY 
12561 or email assistant@townofnewpaltz.org.

Breast and prostate cancer 
education presentation in Gardiner 

The Gardiner Library will host a breast and pros-
tate cancer education presentation on Wednesday, 
September 25 from 6 to 7 p.m. The breast and pros-
tate cancer peer education program provides educa-
tion to men and women ages 50-74 about breast and 
prostate cancer. 

Learn more about the risks for breast and prostate 
cancer, when and where to be screened for breast 
cancer, how to obtain free breast cancer screening if 

H
ISTORIC HUGUENOT STREET 
(HHS) will host a program fo-
cused on the history and cul-
ture of the Munsee and Mohican 

people and highlight the eff orts and accom-
plishments of Chief Hendrick Aupaumut this 
Saturday, September 21 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 

Aupaumut was born at Stockbridge in a 
shared Mohican-English community. He 
served with the colonial forces in the Ameri-
can Revolution, was a traditional leader and 
was instrumental to the community’s recon-
struction in the wake of war and displace-
ment.

The evening will include an exhibit of 
Munsee artifacts and a recently acquired 
letter written by Aupaumut, an opportunity 
to explore HHS’s replica wigwam, compli-
mentary sample tastings of culturally ap-
propriate dishes made with indigenous 
ingredients, a reading of Aupaumut’s letter 
by a member of the Stockbridge-Munsee 
community and participatory breakout ses-
sions where attendees will be able to discuss 
specifi c topics with cultural representatives, 
researchers and scholars.

An educational lecture, “Brotherhood 
and Belonging: Hendrick Aupaumut’s As-
sertion of Indigenous Rights and Settler 
Responsibility,” will be presented by Indig-
enous Studies scholar Dr. Lisa Brooks.

Interested attendees can learn more 
about the event and breakout sessions and 
register at https://www.huguenotstreet.org/brotherhood-belonging.

uninsured and why older men should talk with their 
doctor about prostate cancer. 

Events take place in the library community room, 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Walk to Fight Hunger: leaf-peeping 
for a good cause

This fall, the Food Bank of the Hudson Valley invites 
people to leaf-peep for a good cause during the 17th an-
nual Walk to Fight Hunger this Saturday, September 21 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the Walkway Over the Hud-
son, located at 87 Haviland Road in Highland.

No registration is necessary -- participants are en-
couraged to show up with family, friends and pets 
any time between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

With every donation of $25 or more, participants 
will receive a Walk to Fight Hunger T-shirt (while 
supplies last), and every donor will enjoy compli-
mentary healthy snacks.

Funds raised during the Walk to Fight Hunger will 
help the Food Bank of the Hudson Valley alleviate 
hunger and prevent food waste throughout a six-
county service area: Orange, Rockland, Sullivan, Ul-
ster, Dutchess, and Putnam counties. 

For more details, visit www.foodbankofhudson-
valley.org or call (845) 534-5344.

Aft er great pain 

Ingrid Blaufarb Hughes and Friends will present 
a program on the aftereff ects of suicide on family 
members entitled, “After Great Pain,” on Tuesday, 
October 2, 7 p.m., in the Steinberg Reading Room 
of the Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 Main 
Street in New Paltz.

The facilitators for the program will be sharing and 
discussing their own experiences and what they’ve 
learned following the loss of loved ones.

For additional information, call 255-5030.

Connecting with our ancestors

The Hudson Valley Chapter of the American Soci-
ety for Group Psychotherapy and Psychodrama will 
present an evening of fun and action entitled, “Con-
necting With Our Ancestors” this Friday, September 
20, 7:30 p.m., at Boughton Place, located at 150 Ki-
sor Road in Highland. The presenter will be U. Ingrid 
Schirrholz, Dipl.-Psych., MA, TEP.

This event is a fundraiser for Boughton Place. The 
suggested donation is $10/$5 for students and those 
on limited income. For more information, call (845) 
440-7272.

Vendor event and yard sale will 
raise funds to support area veterans

The VFW and VFW Auxiliary to the Brannen-van 
den Berg Post 8645 are hosting a vendor event and 
yard sale to raise funds to support area veterans on 
September 28 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 101 Route 
208 in New Paltz. 

Vendors and crafters are asked to call RomaJane at 
(845) 687-9746. If you are interested in a spot for the 
yard sale, call Mary Alice at (845) 883-7645.

HHS ARCHIVES
GIFT OF MARY FRANCES STOKES-JANSEN & RICHARD STOKES

A copy of the Aupaumut letter.

Event on indigenous history and culture set 
for September 21 at Historic Huguenot Street

THE BAKERY
Indoor and outdoor café and bakery in the heart of New Paltz.

Rosh Hashanah
Round Challah

Raisin Challah

Chocolate Babka  

Cinnamon Babka  

Mondel Bread

Macaroons

Rugulah

Stuffed Cabbage • Latkes • Noodle Kugel

7 Days • 13A North Front Street, New Paltz
255-8840 • www.ilovethebakery.com



 New Paltz Times 4 •  September 19, 2019

BRIEFLY  | NOTED

Gus Mancini’s Sonic Soul Band on 
the Moreno Stage at Boughton Place

Gus Mancini’s Sonic Soul Band will perform on 
World Peace Day, Saturday, September 21, 8 p.m., at 
Boughton Place in Highland.

What makes the Sonic Soul Band unique is the addi-
tion of Master Nfamara Badjie, one of a few remaining 
(drum) masters from Gambia, West Africa with dual 
citizenship in the USA. The Sonic Soul Band creates 
grooves and explorations in the moment. Master Badjie 
plays his ancient rhythms with an unparalleled energy 
alongside world-class improvisers, weaving spontane-
ous musical forms ranging from modern experimental 
jazz to classical, to funk and to blues soundscapes.

Boughton Place is located at 150 Kisor Road in 
Highland. There is a $10 admission at the door. For 
further information, contact The Sultan at manu-
go90@aol.com.

Maya Gold Foundation announces 
two full scholarships for “Heart of 
Gold Adventures” teen trip to Nepal

The Maya Gold Foundation has announced that 
an anonymous donor has off ered a full scholarship 
for two participants on the annual trip to Nepal for 
Hudson Valley teens, Heart of Gold Adventures. The 
scholarships will be awarded on the basis of fi nancial 
need.

In April of 2020, local high school students will 
have the opportunity to join Foundation Team Lead-
ers and co-founders Elise Gold and Mathew Swerdl-
off  for a two-week trip to Nepal.

The purpose of Heart of Gold Adventures is to of-
fer Hudson Valley teens an educational experience 
that includes cultural awareness and appreciation, 
service to others, and the fun of adventure, so they 
can be empowered to gain a greater sense of them-
selves and the world. Participants will develop a pas-
sion for exploration and community engagement 
and learn skills to enable themselves to put their 
dreams into action.

 The trip will take place from April 4-18. All costs 
for two participants are being covered by the donor, 
including airfare, lodging, food, ground transporta-
tion, excursions, guide fees and visa fees. Applicants 
will need to complete a fi nancial application to be 
considered for this need-based scholarship.

Visit the website to learn more and apply: http://
www.mayagoldfoundation.org/apply.

Resnick lecture at SUNY New Paltz

Kenneth Moss, the third speaker in the Resnick 
Lecture Series on “Jewish Communities and the 
Uneasy Future,” will make a presentation on “The 
Politics of Jewish Vulnerability in 1930s Poland,” 
on Wednesday, September 25, 7:30 p.m.,in Lecture 
Center 104 at SUNY New Paltz.

Moss has published widely, including his most 
recent book, Jewish Renaissance in the Russian Revo-
lution, and his current book project, provisionally 
entitled The Unchosen People: Danger, Powerlessness 
and the Recasting of Polish Jewish Culture, Thought, 
and Politics in the Age of Fascism, will be published by 
Harvard University Press. As a professor of history 
at Johns Hopkins University, Moss’s teaching inter-
ests extend across a wide array of topics in modern 
Jewish history, as well as 20th century and contem-
porary social theory; the history and sociology of 
nationalism; the institution of culture; the history of 
religion in modernity.

His main research focuses on Jewish conceptions 
of the relationship between economic and political 
upheaval, majority-minority relations and identities, 

political rationality and irrationality, the history and 
sociology of Jewish nationalism from the 1880s to the 
1930s; and the intertwined histories of Zionism and 
Jewish Diasporism.

Wisdom of Women’s third annual 
unGALA on October 3

Join the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Com-
merce and WOW (Wisdom of Women) for our third 
annual unGALA on Thursday, October 3, 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. in the barn at Apple Greens, located at 161 
South Street in Highland.

The event will feature a variety of wine from 
Fetzer Vineyards and craft beer from Hudson Ale 
Works and Millhouse Brewery, live music by Soulia 
& The Sultans and an array of hors d’oeuvres and 
desserts catered by Lola’s in New Paltz.

The silent auction will feature donations from Lucky 
Bug Clothing and Gilday Creative. Proceeds from this 
event are awarded as a WOW scholarship to benefi t 
women-owned businesses reach the next step towards 
success. Last year’s UnGala raised over $6,200, all of 
which was donated to local women business owners to 
help take their business to the next level. 

Lauren Fornabaio, the owner and stylist of L Sa-
lon and a 2019 recipient of the WOW scholarship, is 
planning a party-style event to occur in September 
2020 that will feature demos by and for local hair 
stylists and make-up artists. The WOW scholarship 
helps make community building and networking 
events like Lauren’s possible. 

Tickets are $50 for NPRCoC members, $65 for 
non-members. 

The Chamber is still seeking sponsors and dona-
tions for its silent auction. Visit newpaltzchamber.
org or call (845) 255-0243 to register.

Screening of Jesus Christ Superstar 
on Sept. 27 at St. Joseph Church

A screening of the acclaimed NBC production of 
Jesus Christ Superstar -- Live in Concert will be shown 
on Friday, September 27, 7 p.m., in the church hall 
of St. Joseph Church, located at 34 South Chestnut 
Street in New Paltz. This staged performance of the 
rock opera stars John Legend, Sara Barelles and Al-
ice Cooper and is an imaginative and inspiring re-
telling of the story of Jesus.

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for socializing and 
light refreshments. All are welcome.

Gardiner Fire Department to host 
CPR hands-only training session

The Gardiner Fire Department will host a CPR 
hands-only training session on Thursday, September 
26 at 7 p.m. The public is invited to train side by side 
with fi refi ghters and EMTs.

A survey shows that half of all Americans would 
not perform CPR for fear of legal ramifi cations, not 
knowing what to do, hurting the victim and think-
ing someone else will come to the rescue. AHA’s CPR 
hands-only program is intended to cultivate grass-
roots eff orts that encourage bystanders to help in a 
cardiac emergency before professional help arrives.

For more information, go to Facebook: Gardiner 
Fire and Rescue -- New York.

 

Enhancing school bus safety in Highland

T
HE HIGHLAND CENTRAL School District (HCSD) is piloting an extended “stop arm” 
safety device on one of its school buses. The device, which is attached to the vehicle's 
original stop sign, extends six feet into the oncoming traffi  c lane. It’s hoped that the arm 
will act as an additional visual deterrent to drivers who ignore the fl ashing red lights on 

the school bus. 
HCSD is the fi rst school district in Ulster County to install this safety tool, which is designed for 

bus routes with heavy traffi  c, high speed limits or frequent encounters with drivers who illegally 
pass stopped school buses. In Highland’s case, the arm was installed for routes with stops on 
Route 299, 9W and 44/55.

Christine Sorbello, a HCSD driver for more than 18 years, is eager to pilot the safety feature on 
her designated bus. She says that she has at least one car a week ignore her vehicle's fl ashing red 
lights at a bus stop. “I consider all kids to be my own kids, and would be devastated if any of them 
got hurt,” she said. 

At Dover Union Free School District, the installation of these arms brought an 89% reduction 
on passing motorists said Nathanael Spence from Bus Safety Solutions, the installers of the safety 
arm. Training is easy, he added, Highland drivers that want to try out the device will only need 
verbal instructions. Although Sorbello will be the primary driver of the bus with the safety arm 
for now, any driver with safety concerns who would like to try the device will be able to test drive 
it. If the team feels the tool enhances safety, additional devices, which are eligible for State Aid 
reimbursement, may be proposed. 

Highland Transportation Director Cathy Mekulik is excited about the partnership with Bus Safe-
ty Solutions. “Our main job in the transportation department is to keep students safe at all times,” 
she said. “In addition to the importance of our students’ safety, we want to increase awareness of 
bus stop safety in the community.”  
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The Highland Central School District is piloting an extended “stop arm” safety device on one of its 
school buses.

TIME TO FIX YOUR MUDDY
DRIVEWAY? WE CAN HELP!

Homeowner Excavation & Dump Truck Service
• Top Soil, Gravel & Shale
• New Footing Drains for Old Houses
• Foundations • Site Clearing
• Septic Systems
• All Your Excavating Needs 
• Commercial & Residential Work

� “Satisfying Homeowners Since 1993” �

BRUCE KATZ • (845) 255-0803

DDDDD
Homeowner

WE’RE
LOCAL!
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And the 
survey says...
Rosendale ponders making 
Hardenburgh Lane one-way 
entry or exit to municipal
parking lot

by Frances Marion Platt

P
ATRONS OF THE Rosendale Theatre, the 
Rosendale Farmers’ Market and other visi-
tors who rely on the large parking lot adjoin-
ing Willow Kiln Park in downtown Rosen-

dale may soon have to get used to new restrictions 
on vehicle access. A survey of community traffi  c con-
cerns recently conducted by deputy chief of police 
Scott Schaff rick concluded that “Hardenburgh Lane 
should become a one-way street, as it cannot sup-
port two-way traffi  c fl ow and has a high volume of 
traffi  c with the municipal parking lot behind Main 
Street.” The survey results were presented to the 
Rosendale Town Board at its September 10 meeting.

At present, most traffi  c in and out of the lot oc-

curs on Hardenburgh Lane. The intersection where 
motorists exit the lot onto Route 213, between the 
Garden House and Vision of Tibet, provides poor 
sightlines, especially to the west, which can result 
in long waits for the parking lot to empty after the 
conclusion of a movie or other downtown event. 
There is currently only one other access to the lot: 
the narrow, unoffi  cially named “Canaltown Alley” 
that leads between the Big Cheese and the Belltower, 
typically used for ingress only. “The entrance by 
the Belltower is a right-of-way, not a roadway,” said 
town supervisor Jeanne Walsh. Both routes are also 
heavily used by pedestrians, which, noted council-
man Ernest Klepeis, is “potentially one of the largest 
risks we have in town.”

“In conducting the survey, the rural charm of the 
various communities was also taken into account, as 
many of the country lanes within the town are not 
subjected to a heavy fl ow of traffi  c. As such, the in-
stallation of one-way signs or limiting the directional 
fl ow of these roadways is not needed at this time, 
but should be reevaluated with population growth,” 
wrote Schaff rick in the cover letter to the Police De-
partment report. Hardenburgh Lane was the only 
exception that he recommended within the entire 
town.

“It’s not easy to come up with a solution for a road 
that was designed for horse-and-buggies,” said Walsh. 
“We’ve looked at a lot of options, including land acqui-
sition.” One possibility was to turn the towpath follow-
ing the former D & H Canal into an access road, empty-
ing onto Route 213 near the Keator Avenue bridge over 
the Rondout Creek, but that “raises historic [preserva-
tion] issues,” noted the supervisor. Councilman Chris 
Pryslopski said, in reference to the remains of the ca-
nal – already partially buried in spots paralleling Main 
Street – that “It’s possible to cap a historical resource 
if that’ll preserve it.” Walsh cited “a lot of opposition” 
from downtown residents when such options were 
raised in the past.

The board discussed the pros and cons of Harden-
burgh Lane and Canaltown Alley as routes in or out. 
While the current traffi  c fl ow rarely sees cars exiting by 
the Belltower, some members thought that the sight-
lines for exiting from Hardenburgh were more hazard-

ous, since the Vision of Tibet building is set closer to 
the curb. “Egress is tougher,” Walsh acknowledged. 
“But it won’t be easy to get everybody to agree.”

Several other recommendations in the police re-
port will be far simpler to implement, such as cut-
ting back shrubbery that has obscured stop signs in 
various places in the town. The very wide tee-inter-
section where Breezy Hill Road ends at Hickory Bush 
Road seems to be confusing to motorists, and Schaf-
frick suggested several possible remedies, including 
narrowing the intersection, making it a three-way 
stop or installing “a traffi  c roundabout with a small 
raised section in the middle.”

Calls by residents for a reduction in the speed limit 
from 55 to 40 miles per hour on the section of Route 
32 that passes the Rosendale Recreation Center, be-
tween Madeline Lane and Grove Street, were cited 
without further comment in the report. The town 
has submitted requests for this reduction to the state 
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This year's festival is dedicated to Cathy Brooks (pictured to the left with her husband Bill)and Anita 
Peck (pictured to the right).

Volunteers needed for the Rosendale Pickle Festival, 
dedicated this year to Cathy Brooks and honoring Anita Peck 

T
HE SUNDAY BEFORE Thanksgiving hosts the 22nd annual Rosendale International Pick-
le Festival. The Festival brings pickle vendors from across the east coast to sell their 
sweet-and-sour goodness, along with local food artisans, groceries, crafts and hot food 
vendors. This one-day event happens on Sunday, November 24 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

at the Rosendale Recreation Center, 1055 Route 32 South. Rain or shine, this event never cancels. 
Last year's snow storm was a good testament to the committee organizers and vendor's resilience! 
The Festival brings in thousands of visitors and over 100 vendors each year.

 Entries to the pickling contest are made the day of the festival by 11:45 a.m. The categories are: 
dill pickles, sweet pickles, dilly beans, pickled fruit, pickled root vegetables, pickled vegetables 
and best of show. Later in the afternoon, there will be a pickle triathlon with fi rst- and second-
place winners for each category. It starts with a pickle-eating contest, where contestants try to eat 
a small jar of Mt. Olive Pickle Spears. Next is the pickle juice drinking contest, where contestants 
get to drink 24 ounces of pickle juice through a big bore straw. Lastly, is the team event -- the 
pickle tossing contest. The team consists of a pitcher, who tosses a pickle chip to the catcher, who 
catches the chip in their mouth, then it is spurted into the counter’s jar. Children under 12 must 
be accompanied by a parent or guardian to enter the contests.

The Pickle Festival needs volunteers to help set up and break down the tents. Community ser-
vice credits are available from this not-for-profi t event. For more information about attending, 
becoming a vendor or volunteering, visit http://rosendalechamber.org/pickle-festival and hit the 
LIKE button on their Facebook page @RosendalePickleFestival.

This year’s festival is dedicated to Cathy Brooks, who passed away in May of this year. As a 
Rosendale resident for the last 35 years, Brooks was an active volunteer in the community as a 
founding member of the Rosendale Chamber of Commerce, member of the Lions Club and co-
founder, with her husband Bill Brooks, of the International Pickle Festival, where she aff ectionate-
ly donned the nickname “Pickle Goddess.” The Pickle Festival will also honor another matriarch 
of the Festival, Anita Peck, who passed away in January of this year. Peck, former owner of the 
Williams Lake Hotel, was a member of the Rosendale Chamber of Commerce and Pickle Festival 
organizer. One would see her every year at the check-in desk collecting the entry fees and giving 
out the shopping bags.

“It’s not easy to come up 
with a solution for a road 

that was designed for
horse -and-buggies,” said 

Jeanne Walsh. 

Department of Transportation in the past and been 
refused. Councilman Pryslopski suggested eliminat-
ing the southbound passing lane on Route 32 at that 
point, to be replaced by a multimodal bicycle and 
pedestrian lane “connecting Tillson to the Rec Cen-
ter and the village.”

“That was turned down some years ago, when we 
asked for something for the [Park Crest] senior center,” 
said Walsh. “The DOT will not help us with that.”

The Town Board now awaits superintendent of 
highways Bob Gallagher’s review of Schaff rick’s rec-
ommendations before taken further steps to imple-
ment any major traffi  c changes. ++

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528

Auto • Home 
Motorcycle

Boat • Business
FOX
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

Always ahead of the pack

845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com
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“We must begin thinking like a river if we are to leave a 
legacy of beauty and life for future generations.”

-- David Brower

“Have you also learned that secret from the river; that 
there is no such thing as time? That the river is every-
where at the same time, at the source and at the mouth, 
at the waterfall, at the ferry, at the current, in the 
ocean and in the mountains, everywhere and that the 
present only exists for it, not the shadow of the past nor 
the shadow of the future.”

-- Hermann Hesse, Siddhartha

by Erin Quinn

M
ORE THAN 30 boats entered the fi rst 
annual Great Wallkill River Race this 
past Saturday, which took place at the 
Sojourner Truth Park boat launch off  

Plains Road in the Village of New Paltz. Although 
the skies were overcast and a bit weepy from time 
to time, the boaters, organizers and supporters were 
nothing less than enthusiastic -- including emcee 
extraordinaire, Carl Welden. “There are fi ve kayaks 
coming down the home stretch in a tightly contested 
race!” announced Welden over the microphone on 
the bank of the north-fl owing river.

State senator Jen Metzger was there to blow the 
conch shell at the start of the race and lend her sup-
port to the boaters, as well as to the ongoing eff orts 
of the grassroots environmental watchdog and re-
search group the Wallkill River Watershed Alliance 
(WRWA), led by former two-time village mayor Jason 
West.

The winner of the approximately 1.6-mile race was 

Nick Mercurio: one fi t and fast 73-year-old who had 
just come from competing in the Mahopac triathlon. 
“I’ve been racing for 40 years. I used to do the canoe 
triathlons, but that was before we all saw the Iron-
man being broadcast on TV, and then we all wanted 
to do that!” he said with a laugh as he pulled his craft 
out of the water. “I came out because it’s a good 
cause. If anything needs cleaning up, the Wallkill 
River does. It has a trifecta of pollutants because of 
the sewage treatment plant, industry, farming…all 
kinds of dirty stuff  is running into this river and we 
need to help get it cleaned up.”

“I had you in sight until that last curve,” shouted 
another fellow boater to Mercurio. “Just like old 
times, Nick!”

Two teenage girls from the Newburgh Rowing 
Club were there to support the fundraiser and get a 
workout in. “We’re used to a crew boat on the Hud-
son River, so this is very diff erent,” said 15-year-old 
Caridad Irizarry. “There’s no current here, which is 
easier in some ways but harder in others. And in the 
kayak, you don’t use your legs. When we’re rowing, 
we use our entire body.”

“We had to use a lot more arm power,” said her 
friend, 17-year-old Isabella Karallaris, also from the 
Rowing Club. “It was a little more challenging.” They 
noted that their coach told them about the race and 
the educational/fundraising eff ort behind it and en-
couraged them to go. “We fi nished somewhere in the 
middle, but it was fun,” said Irizarry.

Asked why the WRWA wanted to sponsor a boat 
race to help raise funds and awareness for Wallkill 
River watershed protection, West, the president of 
the volunteer organization, said, “Very simply, to get 
people out on the river. The more they get out on the 

river, the more they’ll fall in love with it, and we pro-
tect what we love. We’ve had no less than 20 public 
paddles on the river this past year, and when we do 
that, we see great blue herons, turtles, fi sh jumping, 
river otters. It’s bucolic.”

The WRWA was founded in 2015. “It was my last 
year as mayor, and I wanted to do something about 
our river,” said West, noting how polluted the 
Wallkill had become from phosphorus, untreated 
effl  uents, DDT, stormwater runoff , herbicides and 
pesticides. After soliciting people from the Hudson 
River Estuary Program and Riverkeeper, local envi-
ronmental activists and scientists, West and friends 
held a conference at SUNY New Paltz titled “The 
Future of the Wallkill River” that nearly 200 people 
attended. From there, people volunteered to work 
on outreach, fi eld research, education, political lob-
bying – all in an eff ort to help restore and protect the 
Wallkill River and its vast watershed area.

“The watershed consists of 800 square miles,” 
said West, as the paddlers raced along the river to a 
fi xed buoy near the River-to-Ridge Trail parking area 
and back to the Sojourner Truth boat launch area. 
“That means all of that land is being rinsed into the 
Wallkill River. We need to go to the river to fi nd out 
what’s in it and then work our way back to fi x it. All 
of that land drains into this one river. We know that 
there was arsenic in the river coming from the New 
Jersey area, there was DDT…We need to follow up on 
that data and see where we’re at.”

He said that the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) has been taking 
samples for several years, as have Riverkeeper and 
the WRWA; once the data are made available, they 
can determine “if road salt is a major concern, or 

A river runs through it
Nick Mercurio wins fi rst annual Great Wallkill River Race

Seventy-three-year-old Nick Mercutio of Rosendale took first place in the first annual Great 
Wallkill River Race in New Paltz last Saturday morning. He paddled 1.61 miles in 16 minutes 
and 13 seconds.

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Participants in the first annual Great Wallkill River Race at the starting line.
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www.stagingsourcerentals.com

STAGING MADE SIMPLE
GREAT DESIGN | EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

FURNISHINGS FOR SHORT-TERM RENTALS + VACANT PROPERTIES 

HUDSON VALLEY
BASED 

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

m
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YARD SALE

Once Again!
Saturday, September 21st

4 Bob Lane, New Paltz
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Inside Aloha Home Acres
499 S. Ohioville Rd
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Spectators at last Saturday's Wallkill River Race in New Paltz. Participants in the first annual Great Wallkill River Race disembark from their watercraft.

Organizers of the first annual Great Wallkill River Race Jason West and Martha Cheo with State Senator Jen Metzger.

runoff ; or if there is too much phosphorus coming 
from the sewage treatment plants, we can make sure 
it is treated. If there’s pollutants coming from farm-
lands, we can plant buff ers of trees and vegetation, 
which will soak up some of those nutrients.”

“Before I was elected to the Town Board in Rosen-
dale, I served on the Environmental Commission for 
seven years, so I know how important this group is 
in terms of education, outreach and research,” said 
Metzger. “I’m so happy to be here to help support 
local organizations like this who help to protect our 
water resources.” Metzger said at the state level, the 
legislature increased the budget by “$500 million for 
local watershed protection eff orts.” 

While the major polluters of the river include 
single-source impacts, like some of the almost two 
dozen sewage treatment plants that line the Wallkill 
River, or construction sites and general stormwater 
runoff , Metzger said that the “single greatest contri-
bution” to the pollution of the Wallkill River in ru-
ral areas is “failing septic systems. By the time the 
septic system smells, it’s too late. So, the best thing 
private citizens can do is to get their septic systems 
checked and maintained on a regular basis.” An-
other step citizens can take is to “be mindful not to 
dump any prescription medication, home cleaning 
products, paint or other hazardous materials down 
their drains.”

Martha Cheo, a volunteer with the WRWA and one 
of the organizers of the event, said that she was de-
lighted with the turnout. “We’ve done a festival two 
years prior, a Clearwater-like mini-revival for the 
Wallkill,” she explained. “But we thought we’d do a 
race this year to get people into the river and more 
focused on the actual river.”

Like West and Metzger, Cheo, a longtime envi-
ronmental activist, explained that the Wallkill River 
is suff ering from harmful “algal blooms” that are 
caused by too much phosphorus that comes from 
“treated effl  uents, fertilizers, soil erosion, construc-
tion sites and stormwater runoff ,” to name a few 
source points. Noting that “treating effl  uents doesn’t 
eliminate phosphorus,” Cheo said that WRWA is 
very happy that the DEC is now coming up with a 
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) that will require 
a cap on the level of phosphorus going into the river 
from sewage treatment plants.

“The WRWA would like to thank the local busi-
nesses that off ered prizes for the racers,” said Cheo. 
Some of their sponsors included Rock and Snow, 
Wallkill View Farm, the Plaza Diner, Mexican Kitch-
en, Hoot Owl Restaurant, Snug Harbor, Jack’s Meats, 
Ignite Fitness, Ulster Savings Bank, Main Street Bis-
tro and many more. Cheo was also quick to point out 
that New Paltz Kayaking, owned and operated by 
Craig Chapman, “co-sponsored the event with us,” 
and has been “great to work with.”

As Chapman helped people out of their watercrafts 

once they came across the fi nish line, he said that 
he has seen a “tremendous increase in the amount 
of people kayaking and canoeing on the river” since 
he fi rst started his kayak business seven years ago. 
“When I fi rst started, there might be 20 people on 
a Saturday or Sunday down here; now there are at 
least 50 people on the weekends between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day. It’s a great family outing because 
there are stunning views of the Shawangunk moun-
tains, the cornfi elds; and there are bald eagles, blue 
herons, all kinds of fi sh and wildlife to see. And it’s 
an easy paddle.”

To help with data collection, outreach or to be-

come more involved and informed about the WRWA, 
go to www.wallkillalliance.org. ++

Great Wallkill River Race winners: First Place: Nick Mer-
curio, Second Place: Steve Angstrom, Third Place: Fu Xin 
Wilson, Fourth Place: Larry Kosofsky, Fifth Place: Arif 
Khan, Sixth Place: Jeremy Wall, Seventh Place: Cheryl & 
John Shepard, Eighth Place: Morghain Losgar and Nick 
Danza, Ninth Place: Arthur Cemelli. Joining the rugged 
fl eet of non-motorized boats were a few rowing sculls who 
entered into a separate heat. The fi rst rower to fi nish was 
John Kennedy from the SUNY New Paltz Rowing Club, 
also a coach for the Newburgh Rowing Club.

8 South 
Chestnut Street
New Paltz, NY

12561

845.800.1819
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nplittlelightcandle.com

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations 
You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters

KITCHENS

SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz

845.255.2022

CABINET SHOP
Woodstock 

845.679.2002

Jewish Congregation
of New Paltz

High Holy Day Services 5780
The Jewish Congregation of New Paltz (JCNP), a dynamic and 
welcoming  Reconstructionist congregation, will hold Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur services for adults and children, in 
our Synagogue at 8 Church Street.   It’s not too late to become 
a member and join our vibrant community before the High 
Holidays.  While membership is encouraged, non-members should 
contact our office at 845-255-9817, to request complimentary 
holiday tickets.  Donations are encouraged and appreciated, as 
they sustain our programs and services throughout the year.

Rosh  9/29, 7:00 pm
Hashanah: 9/30, 9:30 am
    Tashlich, approx.1:00 pm at the Wallkill River  

Luncheon immediately following  
in our Community Center

  10/1, 10:00 am (Second Day Rosh Hashanah)

Yom Kippur:   10/8, Kol Nidre 6:30 pm 
 10/9, 9:30 am 
  Jonah Study 4:30 pm
  Mincha-Avodah 5:30 pm
  Yizkor approx. 6:00 pm
  Neilah 6:30 pm
   Vegetarian Potluck Break-Fast 

approx. 7:00 pm in our Community Center

Children’s Rosh Hashanah 9/30
Services: Yom Kippur 10/9
  Grades K through 5th grade,  
  10:00 am – 11:10 am 
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Not quite 
there yet
Issues surrounding the CVS 
project raise red fl ags

by Terence P Ward

A
S THE CVS project  in New Paltz appears 
to be moving closer to a vote on approval, 
some issues continue to raise red fl ags for 
local residents. Bicycling advocates are 

particularly concerned about the proposed entrance 
which will cross over the Empire State Trail, and 
continue to push for alternatives they believe are 
safer. Environmentalists continue to push for design 
changes intended to minimize impacts, while the 
developer’s consultants just want to get a vote up or 
down from the New Paltz Town Planning Board, the 
sooner the better in their view. The so-called CVS 

proposal calls for the titular drug store, as well as 
a Five Guys Burgers and Fries, to be placed on the 
5.6-acre parcel bounded by the Thruway, Route 299, 
and North Putt Corners Road, with a third potential 
pad site to be developed at a later date.

Developers have pointed out that putting another 
entrance across New York’s signature walking trail 
has been given a green light by state transportation 
offi  cials, but decisions made in DOT offi  ces aren’t 
exactly impressing people in New Paltz lately. Many 
of those rulings are seen as being automobile-centric 
despite state law requiring streets be equally useful 

regardless of the mode of transportation; village 
trustees have recently become quite public about 
proposed designs for another busy intersection with 
the EST running through it, at Henry W. Dubois 
Drive and North Chestnut Street. Accepting existing 
driveways across the trail is not the same as adding a 
new one at the town’s most congested intersection, 
advocates say, and if the trail can be redirected, then 
they’d like North Putt Corners Road to be the only 
point of access in a car. Susan Blickstein, a planner 
who has picked apart this proposal since it was fi rst 
submitted in 2013, warned that leaving in a driveway 
across the trail “will materially aff ect safety.”

Board chair Adele Ruger advised that the traffi  c 
is being looked at again by a town consultant, be-
cause much has changed. There is now a plan to 
build a new town court and police headquarters just 
up the road, and the initial review was done prior 
to the trail being completed. There’s also a meeting 
planned with state department of transportation of-
fi cials about these questions of safety and access. 
Also to be completed is a plan for the construction 
traffi  c -- largely a long series of trucks delivering 
gravel to level the site once the trees are leveled -- 
but it’s still being debated if this must be completed 
prior to approval, or can be made a condition of that 
approval. At the least, board members seem inclined 
to review a draft plan fi rst.

Members of the town’s environmental conserva-
tion board (EnCB) continue to push for a number of 
changes, including ones regarding the trail. For one, 
they are looking for additional porous pavement to 
reduce storm water runoff , something which engi-
neers for the applicant and the town believe to be 
technically challenging to implement. Nothing like 
that has been required, but Planning Board mem-
bers are also awaiting a new version of the storm 
water pollution prevention plan; what that looks like 
might inform decisions on that score.

EnCB members also want to see more of a tree buf-
fer retained along the Thruway. The developer isn’t 
interested in 65 feet because the current plans meet 
minimum zoning requirements, but environmental 
board members submitted a letter indicating that 

they believed going “above and beyond” the mini-
mum could go a long way to fi tting this project in with 
the character of New Paltz. A review of the town’s clear-
ing and grading law led board attorney Rick Golden to 
conclude that the permit to kill trees is issued as part 
of the overall project approval, and does not require 
separate action at an EnCB meeting.

Toward the end of the discussion, attorney Gold-
en said that given how close to approval this project 
is, now is the time to resubmit it for Ulster County 
Planning Board review. That didn’t sit well with the 
applicant’s attorneys, who were pushing for a reso-
lution of approval to be drafted for the next town 
planning board meeting. Attorney Charles Bazydlo 
said, “I fi nd it very suspect” that [Rick]Golden didn’t 
suggest this submission during the July meeting, and 
railed against additional delays which it would cre-
ate for his clients. Golden, who practices solely in 
the fi eld of land use while Charles Bazydlo is a gener-
al business attorney, explained to his legal peer that 
resubmitting is necessary to establish the very right 
to approve the project.

Where Bazydlo and his colleagues continue to 
push for a faster approval, Golden pointed out that 
in July the project wasn’t nearly close to being ready 
for county review again. “I’m suggesting doing it 
early,” he explained. ++

New McDonald’s colors has 
planning board lovin’ it

New Paltz Town Planning Board members were 
openly pleased last week with a new color palette 
for the proposed McDonald’s remodel, a slate of grey 
and beige hues which are much lighter than in earlier 
iterations. Alan Roscoe, engineer for the corporation, 
said this location would thus be “the only one that will 
have this color in the northeast.” It may be momentous 
in fast-food board rooms, but it wasn’t quite everything 
board members hoped for. They sent Roscoe home to 
give it what he no doubt hopes is one last try.

The profi le of the building retains hints of the 
classic McDonald’s mansard, but now the shape as 

Attorney Charles Bazydlo 
said, “I fi nd it very suspect” 

that [Rick] Golden didn’t 
suggest this submission 

during the July meeting, and 
railed against additional 

delays which it would create 
for his clients. 

 

New Paltz festival celebrates
addiction recovery and hope

T
HE THIRD ANNUAL Recovery Fest will be held this Sunday, September 22 from noon to 4 
p.m. at the Field of Dreams in New Paltz. Recovery Fest, a free community event open to 
all, will feature live music, guest speakers, a free barbecue, information tables, outdoor 
games and fun activities for kids, including face-painting and a bouncy house. Recovery 

Fest is intended to celebrate recovery from substance use addiction and off er resources to sup-
port those who may not know where to turn. Music will be provided by Sunshine Dirty, Big Sister, 
Victoria Levy,Kilcool and the Doug Yoel Band.

Event sponsors include: New Paltz Offi  ce for Community Wellness, New Paltz Parks and Recre-
ation, New Paltz Police Department, New Paltz Youth Program, Ulster Prevention Council, Step 
One, Bruderhof Community and many additional participating organizations.

NEW PALTZ | EVENT

 FILE LAUREN THOMAS

Jim Tinger, Director of the New Paltz Youth Program, mans the barbecue at the New Paltz Recovery 
Festival in 2017.
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Bike, Bourbon and Brunch at Coppersea Distillery

I
N PARTNERSHIP WITH the “Grain to Glass” Coppersea Distillery, the not-for-profi t Wallkill 
Valley Land Trust (WVLT) has set Sunday, October 6 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for its annual con-
servation celebration and fall event, this year with the theme of: Bike, Bourbon and Brunch.

At the event, the WVLT will be unveiling its new brand identity, which is designed to bet-
ter refl ect the organization’s work in conserving and protecting open space, farms and rail trails. 
More details will be revealed during a brief presentation at the event.

Bike, Bourbon and Brunch will feature bourbon tastings and tours, a brunch provided by Har-
vest Real Food Catering, live music by Payne's Grey Sky, face painting, yard games, bicycle demos 
and other activities. 

The tour of the distillery includes a fi ve-spirit tasting fl ight. Coppersea, a Heritage Methods 
farm-to-glass distillery, off ers a variety of fi ne spirits including Excelsior Bourbon, the only 100% 
New York Bourbon; Bonticou Crag Straight Single Malt Rye; and Big Angus Green Malt. Coppersea 
will donate fi ve percent of bottle sales that day to the WVLT. 

“We are quite excited about this event because Coppersea cares about the land and its conser-
vation,” said Beth Bengtson, president of the WVLT. “They farm at their Springtown Road loca-
tion, which is bisected by the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail. Coppersea could not align better with us 
-- in terms of mission and representing the importance of preserving open space, rail trails and 
farms.”

 "We value the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail as an incredible resource for our community and all who 
enjoy it," added Coppersea founder Michael Kinstlick. "We couldn't be happier to support the 
Wallkill Valley Land Trust in their eff orts to preserve open space and ensure the rail trail remains 
publicly available for generations to come."

“The portion of the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail where Coppersea is located is one the most scenic 
along the trail and a favorite among our rail trail users,” said Christie DeBoer, executive director 
of the WVLT. “From a mission perspective, partnering with a business that ‘walks the talk’ in re-
gards to open space and farm preservation makes the event even more signifi cant.”

Coppersea Distillery is located at 239 Springtown Road in New Paltz. Attendees are invited to 
bike in via the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail (around mile 10.7) or drive as parking will also be avail-
able. The WVLT encourages supporters and attendees to drink, drive, bike and hike responsibly. 
Tickets are available for WVLT members for $100, $125 for the general public. Minors (under the 
age of 21) are invited to join for $50, children (under the age of 12) are free. To learn more about 
the Wallkill Valley Land Trust and how to support the organization, become a volunteer, donate 
or attend our programs, see: https://www.WallkillValleyLT.org and follow them on Facebook and 
Instagram.

CARA GENTRY

Bike at Coppersea.

well as color are more evocative of the 19th-centu-
ry aesthetic which is emerging as preferable. New 
Paltz has a wealth of architectural styles hearken-
ing from decades during which no one cared what 
buildings looked like, but now those concerns are 
raised regarding nearly every larger project. The 
overall amount of signage has also been pared down 
in the face of concerns about community character. 
The play space in the front will blend in to the build-
ing, addressing the garish colors of the current one 
which board members clearly do not favor. Town ar-
chitect Kurt Sutherland prodded Roscoe to modify a 
few details which might prove jarring: a protruding 
aluminum canopy could be peaked, he said, as could 
the front facade of the play space itself.

“We’re 99 percent there,” board chair Adele Ru-
ger assured Roscoe as they parted company.

-- Terence P Ward

Noticing a lack of notice

William Weinstein, president of the Jewish Congre-

gation of New Paltz, brought to Village of New Paltz 
trustees' attention the fact that Planning Board no-
tice requirements aren't working that well. In recent 
years, three projects which involve serving of alcohol 
within 200 feet of their Church Street temple have 
been approved, yet no mailed notice was received 
by congregation leaders for any of those projects. All 
that's needed to establish that the appropriate notice 
was served is an affi  davit that the documents were 
mailed, Weinstein discovered during his research. 
In one case -- that of Arrowood Outpost -- the fi led 
affi  davit did include the congregation's post-offi  ce 
box on the list, yet Weinstein says no notice was ever 
received for that or any of the other recent projects, 
namely Huckleberry and McFoxlin's. Weinstein is 
advocating that the requirements be updated, and 
that a certifi ed mailing with return receipt requested 
should be the standard, at least regarding religious 
institutions.

This is not the only situation like it in the village. 
When a hookah bar was proposed -- and eventually 
approved -- for 184 Main Street (which has since been 
the site of Moxie Cup and is now the proposed site 

for a three-story hotel and restaurant), leaders of 
the Church of the Eternal Circle just next door didn't 
know about the action until after it was complete. 
They later discovered that the notice intended for 
them had been delivered to a diff erent address en-
tirely, an error which these proposed requirements 
may have highlighted.

-- Terence P Ward

Camera policies sought

Former Village of New Paltz trustee Don Kerr at-
tended the joint New Paltz town-village board meet-
ing last week to speak about police body cameras, 
and how to ensure they get used once they're up 
and running. During the Paul Echols trial earlier this 
year, it was established that not all the offi  cers in-
volved had their existing car cameras running, and 
that they can be activated or deactivated by the of-
fi cer. Kerr is seeking a policy for police cameras that 
requires their operation throughout an offi  cer's shift, 
and including penalties for failure to use them.

In the past, the town police chief, Joseph Snyder, 
has indicated that there are valid reasons to turn off  
cameras during the course of an investigation.

-- Terence P Ward

Climate lobbying

The Mid-Hudson Citizens Climate Lobby, repre-
sented by Michael O'Hara and Claire Cohen-Norris, 
spoke to Village of New Paltz trustees and town 
council members at their September 11 joint meet-
ing about lobbying for more extensive climate 
change regulation. In particular, they are promoting 
carbon-tax bills at the state and federal level. The 
federal bill would redistribute the money collected 
to Americans, and be used as an economic tool to 
encourage cleaner power generation. The state bill 
would instead result in money being hoarded and 
doled out by offi  cials for various programs. Laws are 
preferable to executive actions like the ones Barack 
Obama took, they noted, because it makes them 
more "sticky."

Resolutions in support of both laws were passed.
-- Terence P Ward

Sticking together

New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil Bettez has 
broached the idea of having less frequent joint meet-
ings between town and village offi  cials. They have 
met monthly together since he and Mayor Tim Rog-
ers took offi  ce, replacing a haphazard and infre-
quent schedule which marked earlier years. "In the 
beginning we had a lot to discuss," Bettez explained, 
but now the agendas are much shorter. His sugges-
tion was politely rejected.

Deputy mayor KT Tobin thought it prudent to 
keep the meetings as they are, and cancel one if 
there's nothing pressing to act upon. She added that 
she regularly hears from residents about how happy 
they are that elected offi  cials are working together 
rather than fi ghting.

Rogers agreed, recalling the amount of eff ort it 
took to coordinate the regular schedule; he is loathe 
to undo that work. "It's kind of like date night," he 
said. "It keeps our relationship alive."

-- Terence P Ward

New engineering building

The Engineering Innovation Hub, a nearly 
19,500-square-foot academic building located near 
Resnick Engineering Hall that will help support SUNY 
New Paltz’s rapidly growing engineering programs 
and will collaborate with local industry, opened 
this past Tuesday. The new structure will house the 
popular bachelor’s degree program in mechanical 
engineering and the Hudson Valley Advanced Manu-
facturing Center (HVAMC), home of the College’s 3D 
design and printing program. 

SUNY New Paltz received a $10-million state eco-
nomic development grant plus an additional mil-
lion dollars in state money for the building. It also 
secured private support for 3D equipment from in-
dividuals and organizations recognized at the open-
ing.
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Volunteering is a work of heart
More volunteers, donations needed for Hasbrouck Park playground rebuild

NEW PALTZ | COMMUNITY

by Erin Quinn

T
IME HAS A way of contorting itself when 
raising children. It becomes elastic. There 
are those deep swells of longing -- for a 
nap, for pregnancy to be over, for a fever 

to break or a rash to subside. Then there are the 
snaps of frustration, of fear, of being forced to spend 
hours reading the same book, watching the same 
purple dinosaur, being pigeonholed into a world 
the size of a cardboard box that you want to break 
out of and just be free. Clocks aren’t to be trusted, 
because you’re too sleep-deprived to be sure you’re 
seeing the numbers right, or you’re so caught up in 
the sweet breath of your newborn or the laughter of 
your toothless fi ve-year-old or that leaping embrace 
when they come off  the schoolbus or fall into your 
arms from a dive off  the side of the pool.

Time makes a liar out of you, because you want 
it to speed up so that your stretch marks don’t keep 
growing, or slow down because they’re about to hit 
double-digits or need to go bra-shopping -- or, even 
worse, buy expensive garish clothes with the brand 
name emblazoned on the front of the shirt or the 
back of the butt. 

As a parent, my unconscious prayer probably 
went something like: God grant me serenity, or at 
least a playground, a pool, or a wildlife preserve, 
where these kids can run and play and breathe fresh 
air and where Mom and Dad or Grandma and Grand-
pa or babysitter can get some vitamin D and some 
adult conversation while they push a swing or stand 
guard at the bottom of the slide, or help someone 
reach that top rung of the ladder or monkey bars, or 
play hide-and-go-seek while mostly hiding and not 
so much seeking. Where time can wrap around and 
cradle these moments and minutes and hours and 
days.

Like anything worthwhile, raising a child is chal-
lenging and beautiful and terrifying and absolutely 
magical. For me, I needed a community, which 
meant common spaces, outdoor spaces, open spac-
es where my kids could run and I could breathe. In 

the summer this was the Moriello Pool, in the winter 
it was various sledding hills -- one behind Duzine El-
ementary School, the other next to the old Campus 
School, the third…well, anywhere that had an in-
cline and snow and motorized vehicles didn’t come 
by that often. In the fall and spring, our spaces were 
the Harcourt Sanctuary behind Huguenot Street and 
Duck Pond at the Mohonk Preserve and the Unison 
sculpture garden and the Bakery’s indoor kitchen 
set and the ballfi elds and ponds and lakes and rail 

trail, the playground at the Huguenot Street Nursery 
School and the giant wooden castle at Hasbrouck 
Park.

What made most of these places great is that they 
were free and easily accessible, and made living in 
the Village of New Paltz like living in Oz. When your 
two-year-old is throwing a tantrum and you’re seven 
months pregnant and your four-year-old keeps try-
ing to climb on top of the roof and jump off , it’s time 
to load them up in a stroller and head to Hasbrouck 
Park. They might have snot crust on their face and 
spaghetti sauce remnants in their hair and half-eaten 
graham crackers stuck to their corduroys, but you 
know what? It’s New Paltz, and who the hell cares? 
There’s no keeping up with the Joneses, because if 
there are Joneses in New Paltz, then they have their 
own private playgrounds and wouldn’t want to share 
the sandbox anyway.

But the arc of that swing and the shrill of their 
laughter as they hide in the castle turret or walk 
successfully across the wooden beam or do a pull-
up on the overhanging bar, or them throwing leaves 
up into the air, or you waving bees gently away from 
half-eaten apples and leaning with your newborn 
baby against the wooden bench while you watch 
your older one play a game of tag around the rope 
bridge: This is when time comes to a halt and hov-
ers, that one cloud that seems to stand still while the 
others race past the sun.

Although to those who grew up in New Paltz, it 
seems that the “Castle Playground” at Hasbrouck 
Park is still on the newer side, the truth is it was built 
in 1995 by hundreds of local residents of all ages who 
had a vision of a central place in the heart of the 

hamlet that their children or grandchildren or nieces 
or nephews could run around in and relish. I know 
that my three children spent endless hours in that 
playground, and remember how safe I felt knowing 

 It’s time for a quarter-
century playground revival, 

and the Village needs 
all hands on deck from 

September 25 through 29. Bleu Terwilliger suggested 
that they reconfi gure 

Hasbrouck Park and put 
the playground where 
the so� ball fi eld is now 

(in the northeast corner), 
the gazebo where the 
playground is and the 

so� ball fi eld where the 
gazebo is.
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Dash to complete 
playground plans
by Terence P Ward

H
UNDREDS OF VOLUNTEER shifts remain to be 
fi lled for the community build of the new Hasb-
rouck playground, set to take place September 25-
29. New Paltz Village Board member Michele Zipp 

is most focused on the childcare slots because these could 
theoretically make it possible for others to pitch in with the 
tools. Each shift has room for four adult and two teen volun-
teers, making it an opportunity to complete required com-
munity service for high school and college students.

Safety captains -- volunteers trained in some kind of emer-
gency response -- are also being sought. Anyone interested in 
overseeing the protection and care of their neighbors as they 
work to create a playground for thousands of present and 
future children are encouraged to sign up for those roles.

Memorial slats from the old playground will be made avail-
able to pick up, but any not retrieved by prior donors or their 
family members will be subjected to a "second-wave creative" 
process to re-imagine how those people are remembered. 
The results of that project will be put on display in the park.

Monetary donations are being accepted through the New 
Paltz Community Foundation to cover the gap between village funds (largely 
provided by means of the recreation fee charged for the Zero Place project) 
and the actual cost (which could be much higher than anticipated due to the 
fact that rock drills and their operators won't be provided through local utility 
companies as they had been the last time). Trustees are also seeking dona-
tions from Central Hudson, Verizon and Spectrum to support the project in 
lieu of that valuable work. Mayor Tim Rogers also said that modifi cations to 
the plan have been made to rely more on the smaller pieces of equipment 
presently available.

Playground volunteers by the numbers
As of press time, less than one in fi ve volunteer shifts needed to get the 

Hasbrouck playground built have been fi lled. Village trustee William Wheeler 
Murray provided some details. Out of a total 2,242 slots available, less than 
18% -- 395 -- have people signed up. There are three types of volunteers need-
ed: skilled labor, unskilled labor and childcare provider. Of that, there are 72 
slots for childcare alone, only ten of which have been fi lled as of last Friday. 

NEW PALTZ | VOLUNTEERS

Childcare makes it possible for parents of young children -- presumably the 
residents who would see the most immediate return for their commitment -- to 
contribute to the build itself, and fi lling those slots sooner might encourage 
those parents to pitch in. Murray was unable to break down the number of 
skilled and unskilled volunteers, but both those who have experience using 
power and hand tools and those who don’t are both sorely needed to make the 
new playground a reality.

One ray of hope that Murray spotted heading into the weekend: the num-
ber of visitors to the signup pages (building and childcare are being managed 
separately online) have markedly increased, with the number clicking the link 
each day more than double what it had been earlier. New Paltz community 
members have many more demands on their time than they did 25 years ago, 
perhaps, but Murray believes they will fi nd a way to rally around this genera-
tional cause. ++

To sign up to volunteer, go to https://tinyurl.com/yygeojed. Donations can also be 
made using the PayPal link on the New Paltz Community Foundation, Inc. website 
at www.newpaltzfoundation.org.

Hundreds of volunteer shifts remain to be filled for the community build of the new Hasbrouck 
playground in New Paltz, set to take place September 25-29. 

it was fenced in and mulched and designed with kids 
in mind.

“This will be one of New Paltz’s fi nest hours,” 
said playground volunteer Kim Kimble, in an article 
that appeared in the New Paltz Times in September 
of 1995. “When we stand back on Sunday and look 
at what we’ve done together as a community, we’ll 
have much more than a playground. We’ll have cher-
ished memories and a sense of community pride 
that will stay with us forever.” Kimble and Mary Beth 
Strothenke and longtime mayor Tom Nyquist were 
all part of the massive local eff ort to get the play-
ground built and the money raised, the volunteers 
equipped and fed and companies like Central Hud-
son and Verizon recruited to help blast through the 
rock beds to secure the equipment footing.

While their eff orts paid off  for more than two de-
cades, the playground needs to be replaced, as it is 
worn, many of its features broken beyond repair 
and its wood splintered and rotten after holding so 
many legs and feet and lying bare in the cold winter 
months. It’s time for a quarter-century playground 
revival, and the Village needs all hands on deck 
from September 25 through 29. Mayor Tim Rogers 
explained that the Village will use its recreation fees 
to help pay for the roughly $200,000 in playground 
equipment and design that was done by the same 
manufacturer that provided the original park back in 
1995, Playgrounds by Leathers. “That’s without the 
cost of labor, so we’re really hoping to get as many 
volunteers as we can,” said Rogers, noting that they 
already have ten captains who will help lead the 
volunteers during two major shifts each day. They 
also have had some generous donations, including 
$5,000 from Seakill Builders, and are hoping that 
Central Hudson will come through with a promised 
donation. “When they fi rst built the park, Central 
Hudson and Verizon donated the heavy equipment; 

they needed to dig through the rock bed,” he said. 
“We don’t have that now. We’ve called everyone 
who does that kind of work, and some of the lowest 
bids we’ve gotten have been $85,000!”

To that end, Bleu Terwilliger, head of the Village 
Department of Public Works, suggested that they 
reconfi gure Hasbrouck Park and put the playground 
where the softball fi eld is now (in the northeast cor-
ner), the gazebo where the playground is and the 
softball fi eld where the gazebo is. “We were racking 
our brains trying to fi gure out how we were going to 
aff ord to pay for equipment that needed to drill 200 
holes into rock!” said Rogers. “So I was so grateful 
when Bleu pointed out that we could build the new 
playground in a corner where there was no rock to 
dig through.”

Also in their favor are volunteers like Teresa 
Thompson (also a member of the school board and 
the New Paltz Athletic Association) who has rat-
tled all of the local restaurant bushes and secured 
enough food from New Paltz food vendors to feed 
the entire army of volunteers. “She’s so fun to work 
with,” said Rogers. “Our volunteers will be fed well, 
I can say that! I think she has gotten enough dona-
tions from our local restaurants to feed everyone 
two great meals a day.”

Although the playground will be located on the 
other side of the park, it will still have the original 
castle design and footprint, but with more modern, 
eco-friendly and durable materials made from recy-
cled plastics, designed to look like lumber but with 
a longer shelf-life and fewer splinters. To sign up to 
volunteer, go to https://tinyurl.com/yygeojed. Dona-
tions can also be made using the PayPal link on the 
New Paltz Community Foundation, Inc. website at 
www.newpaltzfoundation.org.

It doesn’t matter how old your children are, or if 
you even have children. If we’re part of that human 

ecosystem, or part of the entire cosmos, we all want 
what’s best for the younger generation, because 
they become the next generation of leaders and vi-
sionaries and protectors. If they’re outside and en-
gaged in physical activity and making connections 
with friends and family and their community, then 
they’re much more likely to become the type of citi-
zens from whom our corner of the world and the en-
tire globe can benefi t. 

I remember my father always saying, “Raising you 
two girls was the greatest time in my life.” As I help 
send a second one off  to college and stand sentinel 
as the third enters her junior year in high school, I 
can’t help but think that I understand exactly what 
he was saying. I knew it the moment my fi rst child 
was born, and I know it again today and yesterday 
and tomorrow. Because time, like children, makes 
liars and mortals and angels out of us all. Time to get 
a playground built. ++

ARCTIC SPA HOT TUBS
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Ten reasons to attend the 63rd annual
Elting Memorial Library Fair

Newspapers capture history in the making. If they bear 
witness to it long enough, they eventually become part 
of the fabric of that history. Over the past several de-
cades, thanks to the dedication and skill of our staff  
photographer Lauren Thomas, the New Paltz Times 
has amassed a visual chronicle of community events 
that happen year after year, the places where they oc-
cur, the people who bring them into being. Once each 
month, we plan to take a deep dive into our extensive 
visual archives and piece together a longitudinal por-
trait of aspects of our community that have persisted 
or recurred regularly over time. Our readers will be 
able to see what has changed and what has not. Nos-
talgia for our shared past, confi dence in what endures, 
hope for our future are all aspects of what we hope to 
fi nd, exploring together. And now, the story behind the 
Elting Memorial Library Fair, captured in pictures.

by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE 63RD ANNUAL Elting Memorial Library 
Fair will be held Saturday, September 21 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It’s a rain-or-shine 
event, with most activities held under tents 

in the parking lot behind the library. Admission is 
free, but a $10 early bird fee allows entry to the book 
sale at 8 a.m. And while the fair is a one-day event, 
the book sale will continue the following day, Sun-
day, September 22 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Elting Library Fair is made possible by hun-
dreds of volunteers who pitch in to provide this an-
nual get-together for friends and neighbors. Several 
years back, the fair was moved from July to Septem-
ber, to take advantage of better weather at this time 
of year. The change has worked out very well, ac-
cording to Paul Edlund, longtime library trustee and 
chair for the 2019 Elting Memorial Library Fair. 

“It’s just a lovely outdoor fair at the perfect time of 
the year,” he says. “I think it’s one of the nicest ways 
the library has to outreach to the entire community. 
And people come from all over; they love browsing 
the book sales, we have a great fl ea market, great 
food, vendors and lots of good music and activities.”

One major draw has always been the big raffl  e. 
It accounts for about a third of the day’s proceeds, 
which go toward programs and items the regular 
budget can’t stretch to accommodate. More than 100 
local businesses have already donated items or gift 
certifi cates this year to be raffl  ed off , and the winner 
need not even be present when the winning tickets 
are drawn. Raffl  e tickets may, in fact, be purchased 
in advance on the library’s website at www.eltingli-
brary.org.

Here, then, are ten reasons to attend the 63rd an-
nual Elting Memorial Library Fair on Saturday.

1 THE BIG BOOK sale: The book tent will feature 
tables fi lled to overfl owing with a wide variety 
of more than 10,000 gently-used books, all 

neatly and painstakingly organized by category for 
shopping ease. And as previously mentioned, the 
book sale does continue the next day from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. People often express concern about what 
happens to the last of the books left unsold on Sun-
day, but rest assured they are picked up to be redis-
tributed in some fashion or recycled. 

2 THE BIG RAFFLE and silent auction: Visit 
the raffl  e tent to purchase tickets at a cost of 
$1 each, 12 for $10 or 24 for $20. Items to be 

won include jewelry, artwork and designer sunglass-
es along with a number of gift certifi cates for local 
shops and restaurants, entertainment packages, per-
sonal care and health and fi tness experiences. The 
grand prize in the raffl  e is a mid-week, two-night stay 
for two at Mohonk Mountain House. A complete list 
of all the prizes and donors will be available at the 
library and at the fair. The raffl  e tent also displays 
items donated for the silent auction, which may be 
bid on throughout the course of the fair. This year’s 
off erings include the opportunity to get trivia or 
game show advice at lunch with New Paltz native 

In 2011, a young man waits for an  ice cream cone scooped 
by library fair volunteer & Lion's Club member Joe Braidt.

Volunteers at the Elting Memorial Library Fair jewelry 
booth in 2005.

In 2009, Stewart Glenn and childhood sweetheart Eileen 
Gulbrandsen-Glenn dance at the Elting Library Fair.

Four-year-olds Freya Wouters and Sophia Schelino dance 
to the music of the Horned Angels at the Elting Memorial 
Library Fair in 2015.

Ruth Elwell and Sally Rhoads volunteer at a previous Elting 
Memorial Library Fair.       

HAVILAND-HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION

Elting Memorial Library Fair planners in 1960.       
HAVILAND-HEIDGERD HISTORICAL COLLECTION

The Elting Memorial Library Fair make-up booth in 1958.       

Raymundo Jackson helps out at a previous Elting 
Memorial Library Fair.

Shari Lynn Goldstein searches through vintage magazines 
at the Elting Memorial Library Fair in 2017.

Millie Hague at a previous Elting Memorial Library Fair.

Volunteers at a previous Elting Memorial Library Fair.       
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Maria, Theresa and Jackie Cordovano shop for books at 
the Elting Memorial Library Fair in 2013.

Volunteers at a previous Elting Memorial Library Fair.       Carole Ford was at the annual Elting Memorial Library Fair 
last year to register people to vote.

and Jeopardy! champion, Francois Barcomb. 

3 THE FLEA MARKET: The fl ea market tent has 
the eclectic selection of goods one would ex-
pect from items donated by New Paltz resi-

dents, with everything priced to sell. Vinyl albums, 
housewares and home décor items, vintage toys and 
holiday collectibles are just a few of the bargains that 
will be found. 

4 CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES: IN addition to 
having their own book tent, kids can take 
part in a variety of activities organized by Elt-

ing’s Library Youth Advisory Group. The Kidz on the 
Go playscape will return, where children can enjoy 
rock climbing, mesh ball pools, foam forests, web 
crawls and a ten-foot slide. Youthful attendees may 
also paint a pumpkin, get their own faces painted 
and create a print design. The lollypop game will re-
turn, as well, with many prizes to be won. And for 
parents as much as the kids, the children’s toy tent 
will hold a treasure trove of gently-used toys avail-
able to purchase.

5 REFRESHMENTS: CAFE TABLES are set up 
for sit-down eating and refreshments are 
available at nominal cost, donated by local 

farms and businesses. Look for sausage-and-pepper 
sandwiches and fresh quinoa salad as lunch options. 
Volunteers will cook up hamburgers, veggie burg-
ers and hot dogs, courtesy of Abdul Joulani of Jack’s 
Meats, and ice cream has been donated by the lo-
cal Stewart’s. The Cake Artist is donating cookies 
and pastries, with Wallkill View Farm bringing the 
donuts. Cider and apples will be supplied by Dres-
sel Farms and Apple Hill Farm, with additional items 
donated by Freihofer’s, ShopRite and Tops. Coff ee 
will come from Starbucks.

6 LIVE MUSIC: THE talent line-up at this year’s 
fair includes classically-trained guitarist, Jim 
Bacon, playing blues and rag guitar. Wind 

and Stone is a local group that performs standards, 
rock and originals, and Kurt Henry is a singer/song-
writer who has performed with his band in many 
venues over many years. The Olive Quintet is a 
woodwind ensemble who have performed at Elting 
Library, and Jeff  Pfeff er, local guitarist and ukulele 
player, will perform a variety of standards and nov-
elty tunes. Pfeff er oversees a local ukulele group, the 
Ulster Ukuleleans, and, as it happens, is also married 
to Elting Library’s children’s librarian, Bonnie Pfef-
fer, who organizes the jewelry sale at the fair.

7 COSTUME JEWELRY SALE: Bonnie Pfeff er 
received a substantial number of donations 
from the community this year, says trustee 

Paul Edlund, which bodes well for the jewelry sale 
being a very active booth at the fair this year, he says. 
Unexpected fi nds are defi nitely a possibility, wheth-
er contemporary or vintage, and available pieces 
run the gamut of styles.

8 THE PLANT SALE: It’s always worth check-
ing out the fair’s plant sale, run by the New 
Paltz Garden Club. Many of their members 

contribute home-grown plants available at good 
prices, and Wallkill View Farms donates a selection 
of their colorful, seasonal mums.

9 CRAFT AND COMMUNITY vendors: What 
would a fair be without artisanal craftspeo-
ple and community vendors? New Paltz Ka-

rate Academy will be on hand, as will Green Moun-
tain Energy, Deep Earth Designs Pottery and The 
Right Hands for Every-Body, who off er foot massage 
and refl exology.

Public service tablers will include the League of 
Women Voters, New Paltz Fire Department and the 
New Paltz Village Building Department, all ready to 

answer any questions.

10 THE OPPORTUNITY TO support the 
library and thus, the community: The 
fi rst Elting Memorial Library Fair was 

held in 1956. It raised $439. Another fair was held the 
following year, with profi ts nearly doubling to $833. 
These days, the fair brings in some $30,000, and all 
of it is essential to stretch the library budget beyond 
what the tax levy allows for. All of those interesting 
programs off ered by the library and additional en-
richment items made available to the community 
would not be possible without a fundraiser like the 
Library Fair. Attending the fair is a vote of confi -
dence for the library, securing its continued place in 
the heart of the village (and the hearts of those who 
use it). ++

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER!

Smoothies

317 SPRINGTOWN RD. • NEW PALTZ
Kid|Dog|Bike Friendly • Cash|Credit Card

RAYBRADLEYFARM.COM • 845.255.8769

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 20th 5 - 8pm
SPECIAL HAPPY HOUR
with 9 PIN CIDERY from Albany 
— free cider tastings!
Great menu of cider braised pork 
and veg squash boats, soup, salad. 
Beer, wine and kombucha on tap.

LIVE MUSIC with Hey Bub
Tickets at the door ($22)  
or online in advance ($20).  
bradleyfarm.bigcartel.com

ork 
alad. 
ap.

b

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

A Bounty of Fresh
Homegrown & Local Produce

 

Featuring: Corn, Tomatoes,
Green Beans, Squashes, Peppers, 

Melons plus so much more!
Bakery • Jane’s Ice Cream
Fresh-cut flower bouquets 

picked daily from our garden!
HARDY MUMS & ASTERS ARE HERE!

The Arts Community Presents

Acting for Young 
Children with 
Kim Lupinacci

(BA –Theatre, MS – Early Childhood Education)

Children will learn basic acting skills including staging, 
vocalization, presentation, memorizing lines and learning 

songs.  The course will end with a performance  
for family & friends.

Starts 9/26/19 - Tues & Thurs, 3:30 - 5:00

after school at  
Duzine Elementary School (Rm. #19)

(Registration accepted until class is full )

Ages 5–8 • 8 Weeks/16 Classes -$288

For more information, please contact: 
Kim Lupinacci at KimNP@aol.com  

or 845-332-9843 

Register online at: www.theartscommunity.com
The Arts Community is a Non-Profit organization

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

IRISH MUSIC NIGHT
1st & 3rd Thursday  

of each month, 7:30pm
FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 

EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 
Our screened porches & patio are  OPEN!

\1
WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Shandaken hamlet septic systems

A $6.7-million endowment New York City is pro-
viding for the upgrade and maintenance of septic 
systems in the hamlet of Shandaken can be expect-
ed to last anywhere from 55 to 75 years, engineer 
Henry Lamont told the September 9 Shandaken 
town-board meeting. When the funding runs out, 
homeowners will again have to pay for their own 
maintenance.

The Catskill Watershed Corporation (CWC), a lo-
cally run agency funded by the New York City De-
partment of Environmental Protection (DEP), is 
providing money for the recently established septic 
maintenance district in the area to the west of Phoe-
nicia. Engineer John Gillespie said 28 of the hamlet’s 
55 septic systems need replacement, and nine own-
ers may have to consider “enhanced” systems due to 
the small size of their properties.

A standard system consists of a septic tank and a 
leach fi eld that has to be placed at least 20 feet from 
a well, according to watershed regulations. For prop-
erties not big enough to accommodate that rule, the 
fi eld may be placed at a remote location off  the prop-
erty, if available. If necessary, a biofi lter may be in-
stalled between the septic tank and the leach fi eld.

Workin’ on the railroad

The Catskill Mountain Railroad has completed an 
additional 1.67 miles of renovations on the track par-
allel to Route 28, increasing the length of its ride by 
nearly 60 percent. CMRR track now reaches Route 
28A at MP 8.33 in Stony Hollow, providing a nine-
mile round-trip ride from Kingston. The railroad 
track is now at the westernmost end of its current 

COUNTY | NOTES
window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

Free 
Water 

Analysis
See store 
for details Serving Ulster County for almost 60 years... 

We are the neighborhood pool store!
FREE Water Testing • FREE Expert Advice • Algae-FREE Guarantee

FREE basic 
pool closing 
with the purchase 
of any safety cover
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Ulster County permit along the former Ulster and Dela-
ware Railroad. The CMRR’s fall-foliage trains will start 
using the new extended track on September 28.

The CMRR is also asking Ulster County to allow the 
railroad to cross Route 28A in Stony Hollow, where 
its track has been paved over, and to continue reno-
vating track to MP 10.01 near the Ashokan Reservoir. 
The Ashokan rail-trail is projected to open in Octo-
ber.  The CMRR hopes to re-lay track to the new rail-
trail trailhead in West Hurley at MP 10.4.

The CMRR also would like to extend its ride to the 
Glenford dike at MP 11.1. The dike location will off er rail 
passengers access to the beautiful vistas of the Ashokan 
Reservoir, providing a very scenic train destination.

Rhinebeck farm protection

The last dairy farm in Rhinebeck is one of 25 New 
York dairy farms to receive state money for a conser-
vation easement project this week. Scenic Hudson 
Land Trust was awarded $790,000 to protect the 96-
acre Scholldorf Farm on the outskirts of the village. 

Protecting the agricultural land base of an operat-
ing dairy farm from conversion to non-farm use is 
essential to the long-term viability and sustainabil-
ity of New York’s agricultural industry. New York 
State is home to nearly 4000 dairy farms with more 
than 620,000 cows, producing 14.9 billion pounds 
of milk. New York ranks fourth in the production of 
milk and is fi rst in the nation in the production of 
dairy products such as yogurt and cottage cheese. 

New York uninsured decrease

Newly released census data show that the number 
of uninsured New Yorkers has dropped for the eighth 
consecutive year. In 2017, 5.7 of New Yorkers were un-
insured. In 2018, that percent dropped to 5.4 percent 
or from 1,113,000 uninsured to 1,041,000 uninsured.

“If we build on current eff orts in this state, we 
could reach near-universal coverage,” said Kevin 
Dahill, president/CEO of the Suburban Hospital Al-
liance. The national uninsured rate increased from 
8.7 percent in 2017 to 8.9 percent last year.

 www.skydivetheranch.com    
 845-255-4033

When was the last time you had a first time?

Largest Indie Comic Book Selection in the Area
We offer subscriber/pull list service

246 Main Street., Suite #15 • New Paltz, NY 12501
845.255.1115
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www.herzoglaw.com  |  Attorney Advertising

ALBANY
7 Southwoods Blvd.

SARATOGA
47 West Harrison St.

KINGSTON
1151 Flatbush Rd.

FREE ESTATE & Medicaid 
PLANNING SEMINAR

 

Thursday, 
September 26th

at 2pm

Holiday Inn Express
1835 Ulster Ave. 
Lake Katrine, NY

To Register 
call 845-338-6405

or 
setue@herzoglaw.com

LEARN MORE ABOUT:

Protecting Your Home and Assets

Avoiding Court & Spend-Downs

Creating A Custom Estate Plan

At Nuvance Health, we’re rethinking your healthcare 
experience with you and your family in mind. We let 
our curiosity guide us, asking the right questions, and 
discovering what matters to you. We’re finding new ways 
to fit into your life, with options for care you can trust.  
We invite you to experience that promise for yourself. 

nuvancehealth.org

A promising new health system.

Northern Dutchess Hospital and 
Vassar Brothers Medical Center  
are now part of Nuvance Health.

© Nuvance Health
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NEW PALTZ  | TASTE

Proprietor of Gardiner's Freefall Sangria Tom Falzone with ever-enthusiastic tasting assistant Jaynie Marie Aristeo at 
the Taste of New Paltz.

Bianca Martin, Rosa Manzo and Tina Martin enjoy some Greek cuisine at the Taste of New Paltz last Sunday.

Gardiner's Take the Leap Dance Studio performed at Taste of New Paltz last Sunday.

by Frances Marion Platt

“T
HE WATER WAS colder than I thought 
it would be,” said Village of New Paltz 
Mayor Tim Rogers as he emerged 
dripping wet from the Dunk Tank at 

the Taste of New Paltz food festival last Sunday. One 
of nine elected offi  cials, business-owners and other 
local “celebrities” who volunteered for the Dunk 
Tank, the mayor said that he got the plunge “at least 
20 times” during his half-hour shift. “My daughter 
sunk me, so I’m disappointed in her.” Another who 
succeeded in hitting the target was fi ve-year-old Ash-
er Libolt, who didn’t seem to have any political axe 
to grind; “I dunked Mayor Rogers because I thought 
it would be fun,” he said, proudly wearing his “I 
Made a Splash” sticker.

Luckily for Rogers -- not to mention the Taste’s ven-
dors and organizers, the New Paltz Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce -- Sunday was as fi ne and warm 
a day as could be expected in mid-September, with 
temperatures topping out in the upper 70s, partly 
cloudy skies and no wind. “I’m loving it,” said newly 
installed Chamber director Christopher Short of the 
perfect weather conditions that graced the fi rst Taste 
event to occur on his watch.

It was a particularly good day for an aerial tour of 
the Gunks ridgeline, supplied at a price of $60 per 
passenger by Independent Helicopters. “This is our 
fi rst time for this particular event,” said Sean How-
ley, whose sister Heather Howley owns the com-
pany. “The clouds have mostly cleared up, and the 
view is great.”

Emerging all smiles from one fl ight were Dave Den-
nison and Cindy Steele of Kingston, who had never 
attended the Taste of New Paltz before but were 
tempted by the new feature of helicopter rides. “We 
did it once before in Kingston and wanted to do it 
again,” said Steele. “I recommend it.” “It was a nice 
ride,” Dennison agreed. “You’re going 90 miles an 
hour, but it doesn’t feel like it. It’s smooth, and noth-
ing to be afraid of.” Steele described spotting a hiker, 
“so tiny-looking” from the air, as the whirlybird took 
them “really close to the Tower” at Sky Top. The pair 
had praise for the food at the event as well, especial-
ly the “awesome” burritos. “Now I’m hungry again,” 
Steele joked after their exciting skyride.

Those burritos might’ve come from the booth of 
Poughkeepsie-based La Cabañita Cocina de Oaxaca; 
this reporter can attest, based on personal research, 
that the marinated pork tacos on off er there were ex-
cellent. But it was New Paltz’s own Jamaica Choice 
that won the day in the Restaurants category when it 
came time to hand out the Best of the Taste Awards, 
based on audience voting. Hurley-based Off  the 
Hook’s seafood off erings took the prize in the Food 
Trucks category, while Liquid Altitude of Gardiner’s 

Freefall Sangria dominated the Wineries & Distill-
eries category.

There was plenty to do at the Taste besides taste 
tasty things, of course. New to the event this year 
was the Taste of New Paltz Car Cruise, organized by 
the Lakeside Licks Cruisers of Highland. Vintage car 

The sky’s the limit at 29th annual Taste of New Paltz

hobbyists congregated along the fence of the Ulster 
County Fairgrounds nearest the County Pool; a little 
further south, shoppers perused the wares at a clus-
ter of crafts booths. A Business Expo occupied the 
4-H Youth Building; out front, Lisa Carino touted the 
wares of G. Kontos Roofi ng Specialist, handing out 
free balloon-sculpture dogs who, she said, would 
bark “Roof! Roof!” It was a bit of a hot day to be 
wearing Carino’s pink plastic unicorn costume, but 
she said that she didn’t mind much: “I’ve got these 
little fans on my hips that keep the suit infl ated,” she 
pointed out. “I get a constant breeze!”

Nearby, yoga mats were laid out for classes in the 
shade of a big tree next to the Wellness and Recreation 
Tent, where visitors could also get a mini-massage, 
learn about nutrition, acupuncture and physical ther-
apy or try samples of CBD products -- hot items at this 
year’s Taste, with several vendors touting the benefi ts 
of the non-psychoactive hemp derivatives. Next to that 
tent were several pet-rescue groups with animals to 
adopt. The Kids’ Activities Tent was packed with little 
ones stringing bead necklaces and making paper pup-
pets at craft tables or doing preschool gymnastics in 
a padded play area. Other attendees gravitated to the 
main stage near the south end of the Fairgrounds, 
where Yard Sale was cranking out tunes in a rural, 
roughhewn Americana style evoking the Band.

In short, a good time was had by all, and visitors 
were exposed to the enticing products of many 
New Paltz-area restaurants and businesses. May the 
weather always be as favorable for future editions of 
the Taste of New Paltz as it was for the 29th! ++
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COURTESY OF THE HIGHLAND DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION.

Some of the Highland Harvest Festival volunteers.

by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE NEWLY RE-ENERGIZED Highland Busi-
ness Association (HBA) will put on a fami-
ly-friendly festival that just may leave you 
feeling a bit nostalgic. The Highland Har-

vest Festival on Saturday, September 28 from noon 
to 6 p.m. at Town Field in the hamlet will feature hay 
rides, apple dunking, bocce ball and a homemade 
pie contest. (Any type of pie will do; just bake it and 
bring it, and a surprise prize may be yours. The en-
try fee previously advertised has been eliminated.) 

“We’re surrounded by farmers, and apple or-
chards, and it seemed like it would be fun to bring 
back an old-fashioned pie-baking contest,” says Re-
nae Martin, president of the HBA and owner of Lilly 
Rae in the Hamlet. “I’m a very sentimental, old-fash-
ioned person, and a lot of the things that we have 
planned are really all about that. It’s just about being 
a part of the community, and participating in some-

HIGHLAND  | FESTIVAL

Seasonal family
get-together

Highland Harvest Festival will bring
old-fashioned community fun to the hamlet

thing fun.”
The streets of the downtown business section will 

be closed to traffi  c so visitors can traverse the hamlet 
freely. Admission is free.

Highland Harvest Festival will have plenty of ac-
tivities for the little ones, including face-painting, 
pumpkin bowling – yes, that’s just what it sounds 
like – and a cupcake decorating contest free for kids 
of all ages; cupcakes, icing and cake decorations will 
be supplied. Prizes will be awarded in three age cat-
egories.

A “little tikes hay maze” made with horse-feed hay 
bales (loaned out for the day by local resident Matt 
Smith) will keep the kids busy, and ever-popular sou-
venir photos may be taken in a photo booth and at 
some of those decorative “your-face-here” plywood 
paintings with cutouts to stand behind and have a 
photo taken as the character painted on the front. 
Several community members have volunteered their 
time to do the painting. 

Live music will be performed by local band, Touch 
of Rhythm, and several of the area businesses will 
put on performances or demonstrations, including 
dancers from Gina Marie’z Academy of Performing 
Arts and martial arts students from Bushiken Karate 
Skinner Dojo.

Food vendors will be plentiful, so no one need go 
home hungry, and handcraft vendors will have spe-
cial items suitable for gift-giving during the upcom-
ing holidays.

Currently numbering some 31 members, The High-
land Business Association, which has been rebuild-
ing its ranks since June, serves as an advocate and a 
resource for local business owners. Their objective 
is to enhance the professionalism of its members 
through regular meetings, seminars and community 
events like the Highland Harvest Fest. “One of the 
things the HBA needs to do, in order to have events, 
is have fundraisers,” says Martin. “We try to fi nd 
ways to bring money in, but also put money back 
out into the community.” But more than that, events 
such as this one “are really a good way to get every-
body together and get to know some of the neigh-
bors you don’t know,” she adds. “Even though it’s 
a small town, there are always people you’ve never 
met before.”

For more information, visit Highland Harvest Fes-
tival on Facebook or email TheHighlandBA@gmail.
com. ++ 
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Flags of solidarity
(Continued from page 1) 

Gardiner unequivocally rejects hate speech and hate 
acts as being an attack on members of the Gardiner 
community who were peacefully and lawfully exercis-
ing their right to freedom of expression and displaying 
their support for a minority group.  Such acts are viola-
tions of the rights of others to voice their opinions as 
enumerated in the fi rst amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States,” the resolution states. “Such acts 
go beyond the mere crime of destruction of property 
and are an attack upon the very foundations of Ameri-
can society…Thus we reaffi  rm that these acts and those 
similar are unacceptable and cannot be tolerated.”

While the incidents that sparked the most recent 
outcry occurred in July, harassment of homeowners 
showing support for the LGBTQ community began 
several years ago, according to Ulster County legisla-
tor Tracey Bartels, whose home was among the fi rst 
to be targeted. “In 2016, in response to the Pulse 
[nightclub] massacre, my neighbor orchestrated a 
show of pride and resilience in the form of rainbow 
fl ags. I was honored to display the rainbow fl ag on 

my mailbox -- a symbol of solidarity,” she told the 
New Paltz Times. “Less than a week later, my mailbox 
was smashed in with a bat. It felt like a hate crime, a 
violent message of intolerance. I never saw the per-
petrator, but I heard them loud and clear. I left the 
mailbox damaged and replaced the fl ag.”

Samuel Cristler, who has since 1999 helped orga-
nize eff orts by his neighbors in support of traffi  c-

calming measures on Dusinberre Road, has a similar 
story: “After the Orlando Pulse massacre…almost ev-
ery Dusinberre Road resident eagerly displayed rain-
bow fl ags…and many drivers stopped and asked for 
fl ags for their own roads. Unfortunately, we only had 
enough for our road plus a few other close-by homes 
and businesses. That year, Tracey Bartels’ and Bill 
Richards’ fl ag and mailbox on Sand Hill Road were 
bashed and destroyed. Despite that instance -- really 
because of it -- we decided to make it an annual tra-
dition. During Pride Month in June 2018 and 2019, 
most neighbors welcomed fresh fl ags.”

This summer, however, “fl ags were regularly 
snapped off  and stolen. Someone sitting in the pas-
senger seat of a black pickup truck speeding past my 
house yelled ‘f**king faggot!’ so loudly that I could 
hear him inside my house with the windows closed,” 
Cristler recounts. “In the dark of night in the early 
hours of July 16, several mailboxes with fl ags were 
egged and bludgeoned and the posts snapped to the 
ground. Some homes were also egged. The vandal-

In the dark of night in the early hours of July 16, several mailboxes with flags were egged and bludgeoned and the posts 
snapped to the ground. Some homes were also egged.

“Since I’ve been on this 
board, we’ve never passed a 
resolution like this before,” 

David Dukler said. “It’s 
groundbreaking .”

ism is a costly nuisance, but neighbors quickly re-
placed their property, and a few defi antly displayed 
new fl ags. The cache of fl ags reserved for next year 
has already been depleted…some neighbors are now 
installing security cameras.”

Among the homeowners targeted during this 
summer’s wave of hate crimes along Dusinberre 
Road was Renee Mitchell. “I grew up in this town, 
my whole life, and I chose to raise my kids in this 
beautiful place. Unfortunately, I bought a house on a 
road that I can’t walk on, and my kids can’t learn to 
ride their bikes on,” she lamented. “I live on a road 
where my car gets broken into, people yell profani-
ties at me when speeding past my house (‘dyke’) and 
someone repeatedly tried to ruin our sense of com-
munity. I am off ended, I am angry, I am scared.”

Another Dusinberre neighbor, Kat Trapani, shared 
photographs of her wrecked mailbox as she discov-
ered it on the morning of July 16. “My mailbox was 
knocked down twice and my gay fl ag removed (the fi rst 
time) and eggs were thrown inside of it…On a separate 
occasion when I returned home from a trip, my front 
windows were paintballed,” she reported to the Times. 
“Funny thing is, several of the neighbors who had 
placed fl ags up on their mailboxes are not even gay.”

The hate crimes were reported to the police, and 
while the perpetrators are still being described as 
“a person or persons unknown,” some of the home-
owners were able to describe vehicles whose drivers 
shouted homophobic epithets at residents while driv-
ing past. “I have contacted Sergeant Farrell of the New 
York State Police, and the Ulster County Sheriff ’s De-
partment as well, for additional coverage,” said town 
supervisor Marybeth Majestic. “They told me they 
would increase patrols in the area. If they have enough 
information to investigate, I am sure that they will.”

Trapani, for her part, refused to be deterred by 
the vandalism: “After the fi rst one being removed, 
I placed a second extra-large fl ag on it. Just to send 
a message! People supportive would drive by and 
blow the horn.”

Cristler also expressed gratitude to the local com-
munity for its expressions of solidarity with the 
targeted residents. “The Gardiner Democratic Com-
mittee promptly voiced outrage and approached 
the Town Board for a statement of public shaming. 
Business owners on Main Street requested replace-
ment fl ags. The community’s outpouring of support, 
acceptance and inclusion has, frankly, been over-
whelming to many of us older gay people who have 
lived every day of our lives feeling necessarily cau-
tious, wary and usually not ‘out.’ Widespread public 
acceptance is something I never dreamed that I per-
sonally would ever experience.”

“I applaud our Town Board for their public con-
demnation. We can’t allow these acts to go unchal-
lenged,” said Bartels.

Cristler urged residents and visitors to frequent 
the businesses on Main Street that display the rain-
bow fl ag, among which are Yoga Wellness Body-
work, Cafe Mio, Gardiner Liquid Mercantile, Allstate 
Insurance and Cuts by Dawn. “Maybe next year dur-
ing Pride Month we will off er rainbow fl ags for every 
home in Gardiner,” he suggested. ++
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Schools Student events, profi les & sports

Grace Nicoletti
by Oliver ten Broeke

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School 
senior Grace Nicoletti is of-
ten seen on stage, singing 
with the choir, acting in the 

school’s play or musical or with the 
strap of her tenor saxophone slung 
around her neck. Nicoletti, who joined 
the class of 2020 fairly recently, has 
quickly cemented her position as one 
of the school’s preeminent performers.

Although Nicoletti is a relatively re-
cent arrival to New Paltz High School, 
having joined at the beginning of her 
junior year, she’s found it to be her fa-
vorite school so far. Nicoletti largely at-
tributes this to her experience with the 
school’s warm, receptive student body. 
“Everybody was so nice and welcom-
ing, and everyone accepted me right 
away. I didn’t feel like I needed a long 
time to fi t in… Moving so many times, 
it’s good to be able to make friends any-
where.”

Nicoletti’s education began at 
Minisink. Starting from kindergar-
ten and going until eighth grade, she 
moved and went to Monticello for two 
years. Following that, she transferred 
to New Paltz, where she quickly joined 
soon-to-be friends in activities like the 
school musical, band and the choir’s A 
Capella group. “Being new here, and 
just talking to people, you can make a 
great friendship! Or a horrible friend-
ship, but either way, you’ll learn some-
thing.”

Nicoletti is looking forward to the 
school musical this year, and is also 
considering taking more solos in Jazz Ensemble per-
formances. “I think music is what makes me me… 
In sixth grade, I started teaching myself piano. My 
mom noticed and she guided me along the way. My 
family’s very into music -- you can’t wear a band T-
shirt unless you know fi ve songs.” Nicoletti is mostly 
into jazz and rock music.

Having played alto saxophone from third to sixth 
grade, her course was altered when her teacher 
called her into his offi  ce. “My band teacher talked 
me into switching. He said ‘tenor is better than alto’. 
So, I switched to tenor and I haven’t gone back. And 
yes, tenor is better than alto!”

Besides music, Nicoletti paints and does art. She 
has also recently started to take commissions to em-
broider shoes, which she is excited about.

Nicoletti has two older siblings, a brother and a 
sister. Her dad currently lives in the City, while her 
mom lives in New Paltz with her. “My mom is my 
best friend.” She laughs, then says, excitedly, that 
she might be getting a puppy soon. Nicoletti adds 
that she has a step-sister in California.

After high school, Nicoletti is interested in studying 
engineering in a city school. “My dream is to work 
for NASA… That’s my goal right now, I’ve always 
wanted to work for NASA.” Largely self-impelled in 

Grace Nicoletti.

this pursuit, Nicoletti recently had the chance to chat 
with a former NASA employee.

“I met this lady who worked for NASA for 20 years. 
We talked for an hour and a half! She worked with 
the information center and dealt with the public. 
She met the craziest people -- scientists from India, 
China... She says it was the best thing ever.”

Nicoletti’s interest in NASA began with an early  
fascination in space. Particularly, she was enam-
ored with the idea of extraterrestrials. “When I was 
younger, I loved aliens… My friends were always 
afraid of the aliens in movies, but I was always just so 
intrigued with the idea that there could be other life. 
I think that there’s so much out there, and there’s so 
much to explore.” She adds that when she fi rst gets 
to know someone, she often asks about their belief 
in alien life. “It’s a good way to show how you think.”

At some point, Nicoletti would like to travel to New 
Zealand. Her reasoning is fairly straightforward: 
“Because Lord of the Rings was fi lmed there!” While 
her life journey is unlikely to bring her to Mordor, 
hopefully she can walk, simply, into NASA.

Nicoletti values the joy of others. Having visited 
New Orleans, what she remembers most fondly is 

how happy everyone was. When peo-
ple talk about her, they often say she’s 
smiling or that she lights up the room 
when she walks in. “Some people have 
said that if they’ve been having a bad 
day, and they see me acting chipper or 
bubbly, it makes them feel a little bet-
ter. And that makes me happy.”

“Making people happy and smiling is 
my favorite thing.” 

As someone who is aff able, and has 
had a fairly easy time forming new con-
nections, Nicoletti sees the signifi cance 
of forming interpersonal relationships. 
“The relationships you make in life 
shape you as a person. I don’t believe 
in one soulmate, I believe in multiple 
soulmates. I think you meet people 
for certain reasons along the way, and 
if you hadn’t met them, you would be 
very diff erent.”

Nicoletti believes self-direction is an 
important skill to develop, and wishes 
there were more opportunities for 
nurturing that skill within the scholas-
tic system. “I think it would be good 
if students had more of a say in what 
they learn. If they know they want to 
do something and really want to focus 
on that, then they should be able to. It 
would be good to be more open-mind-
ed with diff erent ways to learn.”

Grace shares what she fi nds to be crit-
ical information for friends and readers 
moving forward: “Be yourself, and put 
yourself out there. Always be ready to 
make friends. Believe in aliens, but look 
out for the aliens! And, be nice to them 
when they come.” ++

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 
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New Paltz swimming
New Paltz took it on the chin against Washington-

ville, losing 112-74, before bouncing back to defeat 
FDR 89-77 and Wallkill 77-58 in Thursday's tri-meet 
at SUNY New Paltz. Against Washingtonville, it was 
a double for Lydia Brutvan, winning the 100 but-
terfl y in 1:03.04 and the 100 backstroke in 1:04.85, 
with solo wins for April Cook in the 100 freestyle in 
59.18 and Quinn Ratynski in the 100 breaststroke in 
1:14.68.

Against FDR and Wallkill, it was a double for Zofi a 
Trzewik-Quinn in the 50 freestyle in 27.58 and 100 
butterfl y in 1:05.80, with a solo win for Brutvan in 
the 200 IM in 2:21.61. The Huguenots also won the 
200 Medley relay with Brutvan, Ratynski, Trzewik-
Quinn and Cook in 2:00.60 and the 200 Freestyle re-
lay with Brutvan, Trzewik-Quinn, Megan Loughran 
and Cook in 1:47.60.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland football 

Both New Paltz and Highland, looking for their 
fi rst victory of the season,  had the unenviable task 
last Friday night of facing defending Class A State 
champion Cornwall (New Paltz) and defending Section 
9 Class B champion Marlboro (Highland)...and it wasn't 
pretty -- Cornwall 45-0 and Marlboro 56-3 -- as both the 
Huguenots and Huskies fell to 0-2 on the season. De-
tails were not forthcoming...'nuf said, I guess.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland soccer

The New Paltz boys soccer team had the perfect 
split last week: beating Saugerties 4-0 behind a pair 
of goals by Mohammed Soumah and a two-save shut-
out by Wesley Mize; tying FDR 2-2 (in overtime) af-
ter being up 2-0 on early goals by Jackson Soper and 
Soumah, with the Presidents tying the game with 
a late penalty kick; and losing to Wallkill 2-1, with 
Soumah scoring the lone goal.

The New Paltz girls beat perennial nemesis 
Wallkill 2-1 on an overtime goal by Nyah Cunniff  at 
96:00 (assist Caroline Giuliani), with Giuliani open-
ing the scoring on a 40-yard breakaway off  a perfect 
through-ball from Maddy Garcia at 44:00. Wallkill 
had tied the game at 74:00. ViVi Kay had seven saves 
in goal. And playing up, the Huguenots lost to Dou-
ble A Washingtonville 1-0 -- with Kay making an in-

credible 22 saves - and to Kingston 3-0.
Red Hook had their way with both the Highland 

boys and girls last week: the boys falling 9-0 to the 
Raiders, the girls 8-0.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz tennis

New Paltz stayed undefeated with wins over El-
lenville  and Onteora, both at 5-0. Against Ellenville, 
in singles it was Natalie Meyer winning 6-0, 6-1; Ari-
ana Rodriguez 6-0, 6-0; and Aiden Hoover 6-0, 6-0. 
In doubles it was Maya Todd/Talia Feinsol 6-0, 6-0; 
and Emilia Stay/Maggie Lynn by forfeit. Against On-
teora, it was Meyer 6-1, 6-0; Rodriguez 6-0, 6-0; and 
Hoover 6-1, 6-0. In doubles it was Emily Wong-Pan/

Eliza Behrke 6-1, 6-0; and Pilar Duvivier/Ruthie Cros-
by-Lizard 6-1, 6-3.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland golf

New Paltz topped Saugerties 159-182 and Wallkill 
159-236 last week to raise their record to 6-1. Nick 
Puleo led the Huguenots against Saugerties with a 
one-under par 35 and against Wallkill with another 
one-under 35.

Highland fell to 2-5 with losses to FDR 168-198 and 
Red Hook 197-201, with Dom Mazzella carding a 44 
against FDR and Lenny Casabura and Mazzella with 
48's against the Raiders.

-- Rich Corozine

This week's games:

Thursday, September 19
New Paltz girls soccer (3-3) at Walkill at 4 p.m.
New Paltz swim (3-1) at Cornwall at 4 p.m.
New Paltz volleyball (2-1) at Saugerties at 5 p.m.
Red Hook at Highland girls soccer (0-2) at 4 p.m.

Friday, September 20
New Paltz tennis (4-0) at Spackenkill at 4 p.m.
Valhalla at Highland football (0-2) at 7 p.m.
Red Hook at Highland tennis (1-2) at 4 p.m.
Pine Plains at Highland volleyball (1-2) at 5 p.m.
Liberty at Highland boys soccer (1-3) at 4 p.m.

Saturday, September 21
New Paltz football (0-2) at Monticello at 1:30 p.m.
Highland girls soccer at Onteora at 3 p.m.

Orla Clasby and Zofia Trzewiik-Quinn.

Sam Vos.

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Lydia Brutvan in the 200 IM.

All for one.
Visit Hudson Valley One and read the best of what 
Ulster Publishing has to offer. Check it out at: 
hudsonvalleyone.com.
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by Rich Corozine

A
FTER LOOKING LIKE possibly the best 
team in the MHAL in running their early-
season record to 2-0 with an impressive 
shutout (25-14, 25-22, 25-17) of formidable 

FDR, New Paltz volleyball started Friday's matchup 
off  with tough Wallkill with a convincing 2-0 lead (25-
15, 25-23) -- and looking like one of the league's elite 
teams -- before losing the fi nal three games (23-25, 
13-25, 20-25) to lose the match 3-2.

It is a scenario that we have seen before over the 
many years since the Huguenots won Section 9 in 
2000 -- the inability to put other teams away in big 
games. This despite, this year's team, which is argu-
ably New Paltz's best all-around athletic team since 
those championship days of Andrea Wilkinson, An-
gela Robins and Jamie Kraus. There is even a com-
parison player-by-player, with Jordan Giancola, Ella 
Skye Franks and six-foot newcomer Francesa Ge-
miniano as the big three, ably aided and abetted by 
Lauren Thompson, JoJo Tanzi, Caitlyn Hulbert, Calla 
Savelson, Maddy Brooks, six-foot newcomer Alex 
Frenza, Mena Bonagura and the rest. The team is 
deep. And good.

And they started big against FDR in game one, 
building a 17-8 lead off  a couple aces from Giancola, 
a block and a kill by Geminiano, and lots of unforced 
errors by the Presidents. That stretched to 20-11 on 
a couple of Giancola kills, with a Brooks kill making 
it 23-12 and a Tanzi kill off  a perfect set from Franks 
ending it at 25-14. In game two it was more back-and-
forth, with Geminiano and Giancola kills, a Thomp-

son ace, a Giancola block and Brooks kill to put the 
Huguenots up 16-12. Esve Mullen hit an ace to make 
it 17-14, before FDR tightened up and got within a 
point at 22-21. Here Franks, played a ball off  the net 
for the point, and after a serve into the net, Gemi-
niano ended the game with a thunderous kill.

Game three was all New Paltz, with early aces from 
Franks and Thompson and a couple of Giancola kills 
setting it all up. Franks, with fi ve aces, 12 assists, 
eleven digs, 12 kills; and Giancola, with three aces, 
eleven digs, 19 kills, two blocks had monster match-
es; with Thompson, with eight assists and 15 digs; 
and Geminiano with six kills and fi ve blocks adding 
to the fi reworks at the net. It was a convincing win.

 Against Wallkill, that old bugaboo (not fi nishing) 
resurfaced, despite superb games from Giancola (19 
kills, eight digs, two blocks, one ace); Franks (12 kills, 

12 assists, four aces, one block); Thompson (23 digs); 
Brooks (two kills, eight aces); and Frenza (three kills 
and six blocks).

New Paltz volleyball (2-1) is at Saugerties on Thurs-
day, September 19 at 5 p.m.

Highland
Highland volleyball also split both their matches 

last week, beating Onteora 3-0 (25-11, 25-16, 25-17) 
with Olivia Bell with four aces, two kills and three as-
sists; Gabby Keefe fi ve aces and four kills; and Hailey 
Inconaia six aces and two kills. The Huskies then fell 
to Red Hook 3-1 (25-17, 16-25, 25-16, 25-19), with Bell 
with four kills, six assists an d two blocks; and Paige 
Dauenheimer with four aces and four kills.

Highland volleyball (1-2) hosts Pine Plains on Fri-
day, September 20 at 5 p.m. ++

What happened?
New Paltz volleyball splits

(L-R) Lauren Thompson (2) and Caitlyn Hulbert (4).

Francesca Geminiano.

Jordan Giancola.

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Ella Skye Franks.

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865
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Heating - Air Conditioning - Refrigeration - Plumbing

845.406.0939
forestairhvac.com 

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. 
Letters should be fewer than 500 words and submitted 
by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to 
print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all 
print publications, available space is determined by ads 
sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters 
will be approved based on established content standards 
and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s 
address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz 
Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a 
reader can submit per month, the publication of letters 
written by frequent correspondents may be delayed to 
make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be 
printed at the editor’s discretion, and we reserve the right 
to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall 
Street in Kingston.

Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news 
releases, school news, social notes and other local edito-
rial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, 
attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.

We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.
com.

Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in 
Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business 
matters, classifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or 
other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.
com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your 
copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Getting to know you
Thank you to all who came out to support the Town 

of Lloyd Republican Committee’s campaign kickoff  
on September 6. It was a great way to kick off  the po-
litical season and great to see everyone. The rain did 
not deter us or the attendees from having a great time 
and meeting our town and county candidates. Thanks 
to all the people on our committee that helped make 
the event a great success! We look forward to meeting 
and getting to know more people in our town as we 
move forward. Thanks again to all. 

David Plavchak,Chairman
Town of Lloyd Republican Committee

My dear New Paltzians

The third year has come and past since the day I 
was hit by that Jeep. Being hit by that car sent me lit-
erally fl ying to the trauma ICU of Westchester Medical 
Center. But I do not want to focus on how I was hurt, 
because the people local to me, and some who are 
not even local to me, have brought me back and have 
helped me feel able to move forward with myself and 
my life. While it is upsetting that the beautiful roads 
of Ulster County are still not safe enough for people to 
securely traverse, I am uplifted by the citizens of Ul-
ster County who have expressed their care and their 
support to me and my family. 

I am a proud resident of New Paltz, NY. The com-
munities of New Paltz and even the communities 
close to New Paltz have shown their strength through 
their acceptance of my eff orts for bike and pedestrian 
safety. We are living in a time in which climate change 
is taking as much of a forefront as can be allowed, and 
it should be obvious that everyone should have the 
ability to get from one place to another without the 
use of gas and fossil fuels. Because Ulster County is so 
beautiful, and because so many of its residents care 
for the environment, I would think that Ulster County 
would have the roads structured in ways that allow 
people to traverse them by foot and by bicycle safely. 
I hope this will one day happen, for the good of us Ul-
ster County residents, and for the good of the world. 

I have recently moved to the city to take part in 
an intensive rehabilitation for brain injury. I hope to 
return with the ability to help create safe streets to 
promote green ways of living. I hope to better myself 
so that I can help better our beautiful world. Even 
though I was hit by a woman who then left me to die, 
I have been brought back to life by more people than 
I could have ever imagined. I will never give up my 
faith and hope in humanity. 

Thank you for being such a great community of 
people. Let’s hear it for fresh air ideas and actions! 

Gabriela O’Shea
New Paltz

Heartwood conservation
easement concerns

There was a recent article in the New Paltz Times 
concerning the drafting of a new model for conser-
vation easement creation in Gardiner. It seemed as if 
everyone involved was praising the work of the Open 
Space Commission in creating a neutral and profes-
sional New York state-based model for how to draft 
conservation easements. In the past, developers and 
their lawyers have been able to write these easements 
themselves -- which is a classic example of hiring the 
fox to guard the henhouse. 

What is potentially disturbing about the proceed-
ings though was the quote from Town Supervisor Ma-
jestic: “We’ve been working on the easement for the 
Heartwood property, and if this had existed, it could 
have saved us a lot of trouble.” What does this mean? 
Will the new model apply to the Heartwood ease-
ment? Last year, the Town Board came up with the 
idea of creating a moratorium on tourist-related de-
velopment in Gardiner. The one glaring exception to 
this moratorium, however, was Heartwood. Will they 
get another pass and be let through the cracks again?

The Heartwood easement has not yet been passed 

by the Town Board. Now it seems logical and cor-
rect to include ALL projects under these new guide-
lines going forward -- without exception. There is 
no valid excuse to do otherwise. The moratorium 
exclusion angered many residents at the time and 
raised the question as to why Heartwood was get-
ting special treatment. This is not fair and is not 
right. I urge the Town Board to demonstrate their 
integrity and impartiality by not letting this injus-
tice occur again.

John Bohan
Gardiner

Support the Gardiner Library
this November

I love the Gardiner Library! I am there fi ve to six 
days each week tutoring students in mathematics. 
It is a real pleasure sitting at the windows that look 
out over the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail and seeing 
people cascading down from above in parachutes.

As a library patron, I often check out books to 
read and DVDs to watch. I regularly use the com-
puters, WiFi and printers when I am tutoring stu-
dents. At home, I access the electronic media that is 
available to patrons with the library card. I have tak-
en a few online courses at Universal Class, checked 
out and downloaded e-books to read on my Kindle 
and occasionally watch movies on Kanopy. When I 
need to do some food shopping, I purchase a $50 
gift card for ShopRite from the front desk and the 
library earns some money.

There is often art on display by local artists on 
the walls as one enters the library and in the com-
munity room. I really love that the library off ers its 
walls to artists. The library is a wonderful place to 
attend programs (some are free and some are for a 
nominal fee). I have attended a few of the free Reiki 
sessions, which are off ered on the fi rst Sunday of 
each month, as well as the Repair Cafes and a few 
of the musical events. The free tech support helped 
me to get my webcam working again so I could use 
Skype.

I am so grateful the Gardiner Library off ers so 
much. It has enriched my life in so many ways. If 
you have not been there recently, I encourage you 
to visit and take advantage of all the benefi ts avail-
able. Then you will see that it is worth the small in-
crease in taxes that the library is asking the commu-
nity to approve on the ballot this November.

Misha Fredericks
Gardiner

Vote “yes” on Proposition 414

When it comes to the reasons why Gardiner is 
an amazing place to live, our library easily makes 
my top-fi ve list. It would be hard to overstate how 
much my family has benefi ted from the vast array 
of books and audiobooks we have been able to ac-
cess throughout the years. My young children de-
veloped a love of reading at an early age, and this 
is in no small part due to our weekly trip to the li-
brary. A few years ago, one of the librarians started 
a tradition in which she would take my kids on her 
lap and allow them to scan their books themselves, 
undoubtedly forming cherished memories. You 
couldn’t ask for a resource that is more helpful in 
our daily lives and a staff  that is more friendly and 
welcoming. This fall, the library is asking Gardiner 
voters to approve a modest budget increase -- the 
fi rst request of any increase at all in eleven years. I 
urge all to help support this gem in our community 
by voting “yes” on Proposition 414.

Becky Fullam
Gardiner

Look for Proposition 414 on the 
back of the ballot and vote for it

A resident of Gardiner wrote about its library: 
“The Gardiner Library is a place where we have al-
ways been welcomed -- a place that we leave hap-
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Mark Sherman

Multitasking and marriage

A 
LAUGHING 

MATTER

pier than when we entered. I often tell friends that 
one of the best things about living in this area is the 
Gardiner Library. The books, the events, the librari-
ans and the community of the Gardiner Library have 
become another home and family for us. Thank you, 
Gardiner Library!!!”

A library member notes that her home is stocked 
with aff ordable novels, cookbooks and children’s 
books always available for sale in the lobby. Before 
or after library visits she and her child sometimes 
enjoy picnics on the patio and loved the teddy bear 
tea party held in the community room.

Members of the Gardiner Library are aware that it 
serves the town as a community center where peo-
ple come to play chess, celebrate an art opening or 
a birthday party, join a book club or take a Zumba 
class. Children delight in Miss Amy’s story times and 
related activities in art and music. For caregivers 
attending those sessions, it can be a place to meet 
other caregivers.

The value of the library’s already modest budget 
has been greatly reduced by infl ation while the cost 
of services has increased. That is why its board is 
putting Proposition 414 on the ballot this November. 
It is the fi rst time in eleven years that taxpayers are 
asked to increase their tax support for an institution 
worthy of that support. We hope you look for Propo-
sition 414 on the back of the ballot and vote for it!

Doris Chorny
Gardiner

Support March Gallagher
for county comptroller

As the Ulster County Chamber of Commerce Small 
Business of the Year and a longtime commissioner 
to the City of Kingston, I want to express my strong 
support of March Gallagher for county comptroller. 
I have co-owned Bailey Pottery Equipment for over 
30 years, employ 28 people and am located in the 
heart of Kingston. I feel lucky to have known March 
Gallagher for many years.

I served with March on the Kingston Ulster Empire 
Zone from 2006-2011 when she chaired the IDA and 
worked to restructure economic development with 
Mike Hein. I observed a smart well-informed team 
player full of great ideas. She spearheaded improve-

I’m multitasking right now. I’m on my station-
ary bike in the basement and I’m dictating into my 
iPad, and even though voice-to-text often gives you 
very strange kinds of combs (I have no idea what that 
word was supposed to be), perhaps I’ll be able to in-
terpret what they are when I get back upstairs.

Anyhow, it’s been said that women multitask bet-
ter than men, but of course men can’t think about 
this while they are doing something else, so they 
have to sit down and really Pondridge when there’s 
nothing else on their minds. Of course, in the mean-
time their wives have cleaned the house, done the 
dishes and written another chapter of their novel… 
all at the same time. One word that just appeared in 
what I wrote now via voice-to-text is “Pondridge”... I 
think what I said was “ponder.”

My wife and I have been married for close to 50 
years! For this, as I’ve said many times, she does de-
serve a major award. But one of the great things about 
us is that even after all these years we are still learning 
about each other. Long ago we knew that she liked to 
do things like write, read, talk to friends and go to plays 
in New York City, whereas my preference was to sit in 
the house, interspersing writing with feeling sorry for 
myself. (Now originally in the voice-to-text, the word 
after “interspersing” came out as “riding,” not writing, 
which would give the completely wrong impression be-
cause that implies horseback riding, and the last time I 
tried horseback riding I was ten years old and up in the 
country with my family and they sat me down in the 
saddle and the horse turned his head around to sniff  

my knee, and I said 
get me off  this 1200 
pound animal please!)

So these are things 
we’ve known about 
each other for years 
and years and years. 
But we’re still learn-
ing. The other day 
something happened 
which often hap-
pens with us: My wife 
asked me if I could 
just pause for a moment and look at something with 
her that she was working on, something very minor; 
but I was going to do something else and I said, “I 
can’t do that right now.” Of course I said it in my 
usual calm and very sweet manner (yeah, right). 
Later that day, or perhaps it was the next day, I said, 
“Okay, I have a little time now,” and she showed me 
what it was that she wanted to ask me about, and the 
whole thing took perhaps 30 seconds.

Something similar happened later that day. I was 
busy replacing my hand towel in the bathroom, and 
she was asking me about something, and I said, “Not 
now. I’m busy,” and though she said, “Fine,” she 
didn’t look or sound happy about it. So I questioned 
the veracity of her “Fine,” and we had a little squab-
ble about that. But later that evening or the next day 
we actually talked about what had happened, and 
we discovered that the problem was that she was 

easily multitasking throughout the day, so the idea 
of having to stop and actually think carefully on that 
one little thing I was doing – like replacing a towel 
-- made no sense to her. Of course, for me it was the 
opposite: How can someone do even two things at 
once let alone three or four?

It was so great that we discussed it, because now if 
it happens again, we will have a much better under-
standing of why. Incidentally, of course I sometimes 
do multitask. I’m doing it right now, for example. 
True, pedaling on a stationary bike is not something 
I’d call cognitively exhausting, but it does take up a 
little mental energy. And, of course, in driving I’m al-
ways multitasking. I’m keeping my eye on the road, 
I’m steering and I’m constantly checking my mirrors; 
in fact, I spend a lot of time looking in my rearview 
mirror at the guy who is obviously much too close 
behind me, even though I’m going at the speed limit, 
for God’s sake. I’m getting angry about that and I’m 
listening to the news and that’s upsetting me, and 
I’m just in great emotional shape driving right along 
-- and actually not doing a bad job of it!

Still, in everyday life, I don’t multitask like my 
wife does. But until we sat down and discussed it 
(though she was reading as we did – just kidding!), it 
was a problem we didn’t understand. Now we do. Of 
course, there’s often a big gap between understand-
ing a problem and solving it, but if my wife would 
just let me concentrate on this for a while, and not 
keep asking me such tough questions as when I’d like 
to eat, I think I could come up with some solutions.

ments to infrastructure and came up with marketing 
and tourism initiatives while always keeping a keen 
eye on costs. March was always looking for ways to 
do things better and smarter.

I know March will lead with wisdom, dedication 
and tremendous ability. She understands what Ul-
ster County wants and needs and has the experience 
to make Ulster County thrive. I wholeheartedly sup-
port March Gallagher for county comptroller.

Anne Bailey
Kingston

Our home is on fi re, let’s strike to put 
the fi re out 

It is hard to focus on homework when your world 
is on fi re. Hurricanes, fl oods and fi res are already 
here, and even more threaten our future. We don’t 
have to accept this as our new normal. This is why 
I’m joining millions of kids across the world on Sep-
tember 20 to demand climate justice by striking 
from school. 

Four years ago, I would not have imagined missing 
a day of school for a global climate strike. I am ten 
years old now and I hope that I will live to be 100. On 
September 20 we all will have a chance to fi ght for 
everyone’s future.

I should be able to stay in the classroom and learn 
what I need to learn to prepare for my future. But, 
how can I do this when grown-ups are taking away 
the possibility for us kids to have a normal future by 
doing so little to stop greenhouse gas emissions? On 
September 20, instead of staying quiet and letting 
old energy systems ruin my chances to live in a safe 
world, young kids like me are asking adults to stand 
with us to improve our future. 

Right now is our fi nal chance to work towards a 
safer climate. In New Paltz, we are moving towards 
100% renewable energy for the town and village with 
the CCA, but the climate crisis is obviously much big-
ger than just New Paltz. Leaders across the world 
are working on climate solutions, but their actions 
will not be enough. Climate policies don’t have the 
ambition we need or the goals the science requires. 
Marginalized communities are suff ering more than 
ever. We only have a chance if we take serious, dras-
tic actions now. 

A Column for All, 
About Justice for All

 
 REPAIRING HARM TO VICTIMS 

A  
50-year war on drugs has led to increasingly 
high rates of incarceration, recidivism, and an 
emphasis on punishment over more effective 
 and financially practical alternatives.  

 
The United States incarcerates a higher percentage of 
its population than any other country: over 6.7 million 
adults or 3.1 percent of the adult U.S. population is behind 
bars, on probation, or on parole. African American men 
are imprisoned at six times the rate for whites. In Ulster 
County, over 80% of the people spending time in our 
jail have been involved in non-violent low-level crime. 
Research has shown that rather than curbing crime, 
this encourages nonviolent offenders to become violent 
criminals in a system that devastates families, victims, 
and communities. The high financial costs also ravage 
state and county budgets. 

Criminal justice in our community should be more than 
simply punishing, it should, when possible, repair the 
harm to the victim and the community, give wrongdoers 
a way back into society, and cut financial costs. And, yes, 
this is possible, with documented successes in other cities 
and towns throughout the nation. Achieving justice in a 
restorative way requires holding offenders accountable, 
ensuring they take responsibility, and giving victims 
a voice. It allows victims and the community a greater 
voice in determining outcomes and reparations. When 
successful, the offender can repair the harm, give the 
victim a sense that justice has been done, and reintegrate 
back into the community. 

Let me be clear- not every offender is eligible for 
restorative justice. Our most violent and dangerous 
offenders will not reenter the community. Instead, 
restorative justice is a means of ensuring the punishment 
fits the crime while strengthening our community. 

In Ulster County, the Restorative Justice and Community 
Empowerment Center that was opened by the county 
legislature in 2018 to help stem the local school-to-
prison pipeline and the county’s existing alternatives to 
incarceration programs are commendable beginnings. 
We can do more and we must do more because our 
existing model of crime control is failing our community. 

Dave Clegg brings four decades of experience practicing 
criminal defense, and nine years as an Ulster County 
Public Defender. He has fought for the rights of victims his 
entire career. Dave is the Chairperson of the Ulster County 
Human Rights Commission and has been a leader in our 
community for decades.

P A I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Just two days after the Global Climate Strike, world 
leaders are meeting at the United Nations to discuss 
climate policies. Let’s shout loud enough on Septem-
ber 20 so that they hear us loud and clear. 

There will be millions of youth on the streets on 
September 20 in the U.S. and across the world. Like 
me, each of us has a personal story, hopes, dreams. 
By putting our hearts and voices together, we are 
asking world leaders to take real climate action. We 
grow stronger with each and every person who joins 
us. Can we count on you to join us for this Climate 
Strike? 

Tahlia Moon Elkin 
New Paltz

I am a ten-year-old fi fth grader who wants to have a 
future on this planet. 

Volunteer for
the playground project

Parents participating in the Hasbrouck Park play-
ground rebuild from September 25-29 need not wor-
ry about paying for child care while they are build-
ing. Child care is off ered for free at Village Hall for all 
volunteers during their volunteer shift! The activities 
for kids are very exciting!

Weather permitting, kids can partake in super-
vised play at the original playground -- a perfect way 
to say goodbye and thanks to a playground that has 
brought so much joy for 25 years. Activities inside 
Village Hall for kids include: arts and crafts, creation 
of group artwork pertaining to the playground, mu-
sic and singing, homework help, essay/poem chal-
lenge on what a community playground means, pup-
pet shows and more!

Parents must fi rst check in at volunteers’ sign-in 
tent with child (or children), then bring child to child 
care area. All children checked in must be potty-
trained and able to use the bathroom independently. 
Food and snacks will be supplied. Allergies and spe-
cial needs will be accommodated.

Teens can sign up to be child care helpers and 
earn volunteer hours!

More volunteers are needed. Please sign up today: 
Help with child care: tiny.cc/newpaltzchildcare
Participate in build: tiny.cc/buildplayground
Email: HasParkPlayground@villageofnewpaltz.

org to book your child in child care during your vol-
unteer time slot. 

It takes a village, and we sure have an incredible 
one. Thank you to all who have already volunteered. 
Join the fun!

Michele Zipp
New Paltz Village Trustee

Robin Minkoff 
Child Care Captain for Playground Build

Come say congratulations
to Bleu and Nick

On September 9, we celebrated superintendent 
Bleu Terwilliger and municipal worker supervisor 
Nick Coddington’s 28th anniversary with the Village 
Department of Public Works. When they started in 
1991, water main repairs would regularly take 24 
hours or longer. But these guys lead by example and 
make it a point to share their knowledge with new 
staff . Now water main repairs can be performed in 
four to eight hours. It will be nerve-racking when 
they eventually retire, but they have made a point to 
empower their whole team and we have been mak-
ing sure the invaluable data in their heads is being 
preserved and digitized.

Bleu and his team have been invaluable problem 
solvers as we have prepared for the upcoming Has-
brouck Park playground build. There is no way we 
could be doing this project without their smarts and 
can-do attitude. Sign up to help with the playground 
and get to hang out with Bleu and Nick. 

Sign up to be a Skilled or Unskilled Builder: tiny.
cc/buildplayground

Sign up to help with Child Care: tiny.cc/newpaltz-
childcare

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

Fight against the climate crisis

September and October are set to be jam-packed 
when it comes to actions for fi ghting against the cli-
mate crisis! On Friday, September 20, millions of 
folks around the world will walk out of workplaces, 

schools and homes to join young climate strikers, 
demanding climate justice and an end to fossil fuel 
reliance. The New Paltz Climate Crisis Strike will 
happen from 10 to 11:30 a.m. outside the Elting Li-
brary corner on Main Street. Other towns in the area 
will be having similar events, and a rally in Albany 
will start at 11:00 a.m. from the 79 Sheridan Avenue 
state-owned natural gas plants that heat /cool the 
Capitol/ State Plaza Complex. The march will stop at 
a number of sites along the way, including the DEC, 
the NYS State comptroller’s offi  ce, banks and the 
Public Service Commission.

Then, the next day, two events at SUNY New Paltz 
will be happening -- the Climate Solutions Confer-
ence, with a variety of heavy-hitters in the renew-
able energy and green alternatives arenas. The sec-
ond annual Zero Emissions Parade will serve as the 
grand fi nale to the conference, with electric vehicles 
parading across the campus, ending near the Stu-
dent Union Building.

October will be a busy climate action month as well, 
with the Extinction Rebellion U.S. kickoff  happening 
October 7 (New Paltz is sending down a contingent to 
NYC in case you’d like to join!) and a rally happening at 
SUNY New Paltz on October 10 for Rep. Antonio Del-
gado’s visit and then an Earth to Cuomo rally happen-
ing in Poughkeepsie on October 13, focusing on local 
fracked gas power plants Cricket Valley, Danskammer 
and CPV. Please check out New Paltz Climate Action 
Coalition’s facebook page or e-mail us at newpaltzcli-
mateaction@gmail.com if you’d like details on how 
you can join in the festivities!

Jess Mullen
New Paltz Climate Action Coalition

Village of New Paltz seeking 
candidates for ZBA

The New York Department of State has explained 
how the fi rst zoning ordinances in this country 
were passed in NYC in 1916. At that time, there were 
grave concerns that courts would object to the con-
stitutionality of zoning laws. In response, various 
“safety valves” were developed to manage the risk 
of overly rigid or unintentional outcomes from zon-
ing ordinances. Foremost among those devices was 
an administrative body to stand as a buff er between 
property owners and courts, designed “to interpret, 
to perfect and to ensure the validity of zoning.” That 
administrative body is the Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA).

Village of New Paltz residents interested in serv-
ing on our ZBA should send a note with their back-
ground describing why they would like to serve to 
Michele Zipp, Village Board Liaison to the ZBA at 
mzipp@villageofnewpaltz.org. The Village ZBA 
meets once a month on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

Here are the questions the New York Department 
of State has developed for ZBA members to consider 
when they review applications.

FOR USE VARIANCES:
If requesting a use variance to establish a use of 

property not otherwise permitted in the zoning dis-
trict, the applicant must prove “unnecessary hard-
ship.” To prove this, State law requires the applicant 
to show all of the following:

(1) that the property is incapable of earning a rea-
sonable return on initial investment if used for any 
of the allowed uses in the district (actual “dollars 
and cents” proof must be submitted);

(2) that the property is being aff ected by unique, 
or at least highly uncommon circumstances;

(3) that the variance, if granted, will not alter the 
essential character of the neighborhood; and

(4) that the hardship is not self-created.

FOR AREA VARIANCES:
If requesting an area variance to build in an oth-

erwise restricted portion of the property (such as in 
the required front, side or rear yards, or above the 
required building height, or in excess of the lot cov-
erage regulations), then State law requires the appli-
cant to show that the benefi t the applicant stands to 
receive from the variance will outweigh any burden 
to health, safety and welfare that may be suff ered by 
the community. State law requires the ZBA to take 
the following factors into consideration in making its 
determination:

(1) whether an undesirable change will be pro-
duced in the character of the neighborhood, or a 
detriment to nearby properties will be created by 

the granting of the area variance;
(2) whether the benefi t sought by the applicant 

can be achieved by some method which will be fea-
sible for the applicant to pursue but would not re-
quire a variance;

(3) whether the requested area variance is sub-
stantial;

(4) whether the proposed variance will have an ad-
verse eff ect or impact on the physical or environmen-
tal conditions in the neighborhood or district; and

(5) whether an alleged diffi  culty is self-created.
Mayor Tim Rogers, Deputy Mayor KT Tobin 

Trustees Alexandria Wojcik
William Murray & Michele Zipp

New Paltz Village Board

Container housing 

As we get more practice adapting to climate 
change, we’re learning what not to do when disas-
ter strikes. Puerto Rico’s experience was disgraceful 
(and perhaps also political).

Cargo containers, used for emergencies for de-
cades, but never, I believe, fully utilized, could be 
the answer to any such catastrophic disaster.

Container ships can now carry 20,000 TEUs 
(twenty-foot equivalent units), in other words, 
20,000, 8 x 8 x 20 foot, or 10,000 8 x 8 x 40-foot 
cargo containers! These containers are virtually in-
destructible, can be modifi ed to include light and 
ventilation, could be powered by solar panels, eas-
ily carry a month’s worth of potable water and be 
equipped with a chemical toilet. Container homes 
could be reconstructed near any of the hundreds of 
container ports around the world, providing jobs for 
thousands of workers. 

The disaster-relief tent cities have proven very ef-
fective as a fi rst response. And as soon as sites of de-
struction are cleared, container homes could then 
be set in place.

Imagine the looks on the faces of demoralized 
homeless survivors, when a ship with 10,000 new 
homes arrives.

 Couldn’t the United Nations join with private in-
dustry to make this moment happen?

Dan Guenther 
New Paltz

Do the right thing

Diff erences among Democrats concerning Israel 
are not new and, not necessarily, an indication of 
anti-Semitism. Indeed, the 2012 Democratic Party 
attempt to remove support of Israel’s claim of Jeru-
salem as Israel’s eternal capitol from their platform, 
was viewed by a signifi cant number of Democrats 
to be a just and necessary approach to solving the 
Palestinian-Israeli confl ict. Nonetheless, a segment 
of the party’s faithful, viewed Israel as oppressors 
who were unlawful “occupiers” of land that right-
fully belonged to the Palestinian people and, per-
haps, this is where the party, at that time, was most 
vulnerable to charges of anti-Semitism. Moreover, 
both views are still held today and it seems that even 
though the House, recently, overwhelmingly voted to 
condemn the Boycott of Israel movement; the “Israel 
as occupiers” view may now be the preeminent one 
among Democrats at present. This is indicated by the 
fact that not only did the leading Democrat candidates 
refuse to attend the pro Israel AIPAC convention earlier 
this year, but also no Democrat Congressional member 
attended the 70th anniversary of modern Israel or the 
ceremony in Jerusalem celebrating the moving of the 
US embassy to David’s City: And this despite the fact 
that the party’s platform affi  rms this Congressionally 
approved move (The Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995).

The history of the restoration of the Jewish State 
in response to WWII and the revelation of the hor-
rors of the Shoah and the wars Israel was forced to 
fi ght in order to survive attempts to destroy it are 
well known. However, the Boycott Disinvestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement which seeks to 
hold Israel accountable to International Law when 
determining policy towards those who identify as 
Palestinians regarding their “right to return” to Is-
rael and other policies Israel considers essential to 
not only its National Security but its very survival, 
are not so well known or understood. And although 
this (BDS) movement against Israel, supported by 
some Democrats, was called by Bill Maher a “[dis-
ingenuous] purity test by people who want to ap-
pear woke but actually slept through history class,” 
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Recently, I have encountered a spate of situa-
tions on the progressive side that have annoyed me. 
“We need to close all prisons in America!” Really! 
When I heard this point of view, the proponent had 
no plan for an alternative. The incarcerated men I 
know would be the fi rst to believe there are people 
who are dangerous and need to be locked up.

“Prisons exist only to support small town white 
communities in rural New York.” 

If we close the prison, what then? What happens 
to those people, their children, schools, businesses? 
They matter, even if they are white Trump support-
ers. As the saying goes, “What are they? Chopped 
liver?”

I was cautioned not to write about anything that 
would put some diff erent thinking into a hot-button 
issue like this one. 

I know a woman who was a Jeff ery Epstein sugar 
baby for eight years, receiving copious amounts of 
money. When interviewed, she was asked why she 
went back over and over again for so long. She tear-
fully explained, “He was powerful and knew pow-
erful people. I was scared.” He never went after 
anyone who left. The sick twisted (four-letter word 
imagined here) just purchased replacements. Who 
was she afraid of? Prince Andrew? 

I was yelling at the telly, “Just say you went back 
for the money so young women will learn from your 
mistakes!”

 By the time of the debate last night, after the above, 
I was exhausted by opinions, issues and hackneyed 
blanket statements from both the left and right, so I 
decided, since I am a dancer, to turn off  the sound 
and watch muscle movements from the face down. 

 Mayor Pete smiles a lot and doesn’t talk much 
with his hands, but when he does, he looks as if he is 
throwing a basketball into the crowd. 

Susan Slotnick

The silent debate
Kamala ap-

pears to be ex-
plaining some-
thing calmly to 
a child. Often 
she lifts both 
hands in a ges-
ture that could 
be construed as 
measuring the 
child’s torso. 

E l i z a b e t h 
Warren, with no 
sound, is extremely angry, almost hysterical. I could 
have put the caption, “Woman screaming in police 
station, reporting that someone ran over her cat and 
needs to be punished to the full extent of the law!

Bernie, looking like an authoritative old uncle, did 
a heap of pointing. At one moment, he pointed sev-
eral times from left to right as if saying, “You, you 
and you, off  to the principal’s offi  ce!”

 Biden pointed too, and occasionally made sweep-
ing motions as if to say, “We are all full of crapolla 
and it’s time to go home.”

 Amy Klobuchar was calm. She had the manner-
isms of someone explaining a medical procedure to 
a recalcitrant patient. 

By far, the most expressive person was Cory Book-
er who gesticulated more with only his eyebrows 
than anyone else. He also pointed, mostly upward, 
as though he was invoking a deity. Sometimes he 
scrunched his face up, alternately opening his mouth 
extremely wide revealing appealing white teeth. I 
really enjoyed looking at his facial movements. If I 
had to pick a candidate based on potential talent for 
movement expression, it would be Cory Booker.

 This morning, I watched with sound for as long as 

I could stand it. Cory Booker quoted Bryon Steven-
son, the founder and executive director of the Equal 
Justice Initiative, a human rights organization in Ala-
bama. Mr. Stevenson is an acclaimed public interest 
lawyer who has dedicated his career to helping the 
poor, the incarcerated and the condemned. He is the 
closest to a Martin Luther King fi gure we have in our 
times. It’s no surprise he is not running for president 
although he would get my vote. There is a diff erence 
between people who crave power, claiming when 
they get it, they will solve problems which rarely 
comes to fruition. Then there are those who are in 
the trenches utilizing what power they have without 
fanfare for the good, everyday. 

Serious afi cionados of politics may judge me for 
watching the debate without sound. But given the 
reality TV approach to so much political happenings 
now-a-days, I did learn a little substantive informa-
tion from the unconscious truths perceived through 
movement more than through idiotic jokes and 
cockamamie tactics. 

Andrew Yang, who is for the most part an appeal-
ing fellow joked, "I'm Asian, so I know a lot of doc-
tors." No one laughed.

Julián Castro, who is short, was standing on a small 
stool behind his podium next to Beto O'Rourke, who is 
6'4”. I don’t fault him for this attempt at subterfuge. We 
accept diminutive powerful women like Mother Teresa 
and Ruth Bader Ginsberg, but not small men.

In the hall of mirrors that passes for journalism, 
where height, beauty and celebrity are important, 
appearance can determine outcome. 

We only have to choose a person who can win and 
restore some semblance of sane values. If that has to 
happen from a candidate standing on a stool, I will 
purchase whatever items are needed to accomplish 
that myself. 

With or without sound, the incessant self-promo-
tion our election system requires of the potential 
nominees is exhausting to listen to.

It’s an eff ort to remember each candidate is not a 
caricature, but a real person. What I saw in all the 
body language was yearning and desperation, it’s up 
to us to fi gure out what each is longing and desper-
ate for and can that person prevail though the mo-
rass of obstacles know as our election system.

I will leave the recounting of said history to others 
inclined to do so. While, as previously mentioned, 
it is true that one can support a two-state solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian question, including the di-
viding of Jerusalem, without being anti Semitic; it is 
also true that anti-Semitism is rising throughout the 
world. For this reason, and because of the persecu-
tion of the worst kinds Jewish people have suff ered 
throughout history in every era, generic Congres-
sional resolutions against hate are insuffi  cient when 
dealing with hatred against Israel or Jews. Such “All 
hate is condemned” statements are tantamount to 
substituting “All lives matter” for the original “Black 
lives matter” slogan. The substitution of “All lives” 
for “Black lives” was criticized by the Black lives mat-
ter leaders because such a substitution obfuscated 
the message of the movement: Namely, that many 
in positions of power were acting as if black lives 
didn’t matter as much as other lives did. Similarly, 
anti-Semitic hatred must be addressed indepen-
dently from all other forms of hatred wherever and 
whenever it rears its horrible head: For this hatred 
runs deep and its persistence is unparalleled in hu-
man history. For this reason, the Congressional “All 
hate is condemned” resolution, passed this year by the 
Democratic-led Congress, is an inadequate response 
to the rising anti-Semitism throughout the world and 
should be replaced by a resolution that directly con-
fronts the issue: To wit, “While the Government of 
the United States is not bound to support every policy 
position of its Allies, including Israel, all anti-Semitic 
hatred, whether expressed in word or deed, is con-
demned and must not and will not be tolerated by 
the Congress of the United States of America as long 
as these United States and this Congressional Body en-
dure.” And, because of her statements of bias against 
Israel (in the past and present) and her support for the 
BDS movement and recent vote against condemning 
it, Ms Omar should be removed from her position on 
the Foreign Relations Committee. As (I would like to 
believe) Spike Lee would say: “Come on Congress! Do 

the right thing and oppose anti-Semitism clearly and 
forcefully: there is never a time to equivocate when it 
comes to all forms of hatred and this is especially true 
of condemning anti-Semitism when it is clear that this 
insidious and persistent hatred is on the rise.”

George Civile 
Gardiner

Bottomless pit!

How low can anyone go? Every time Trump pulls 
off  yet another un-American, unpatriotic act, I hear 
the same response on the media — “He’s gone too far 
this time!” The fact is, this hollow man has no con-
science, so there is no bottom to his ever-increasing 
plots and plans to line his own personal pockets at 
the expense of we taxpayers, with utter, total disre-
gard of the laws on the books, let alone exercising 
anything even remotely resembling ethics. Ethics 
is yet one more word that isn’t a part of his think-
ing, let alone any concern for what is expected from 
the occupant of our Oval Offi  ce! He gets away with 
each of his illegal, slimy plans because members of 
this Congress don’t exercise the responsibilities they 
swore to uphold. They should have removed him 
from offi  ce at least two or more years ago. He has 
broken more laws than any previous president in 
the history of this country, but they have chosen to 
ignore the Constitution as well as the Amendments 
that allow for his removal.

By putting their party above the welfare of the 
people they swore to protect, they have repeatedly 
failed the entire country and endangered the future 
of our democratic republic. The 2020 election is 
indeed the most important election this nation has 
ever faced. We owe our progeny no less than replac-
ing everyone in this current administration with 
intelligent, dedicated patriots bent on undoing as 
many of the damages caused by Trump and those 
who support him as is possible and simultaneously 
addressing the biggest threat we’ve ever faced, (in 

addition to Trump) which are the myriad issues cli-
mate changes will cause, world-wide. We are close to 
being out of time to accomplish the steps necessary 
to save this environmentally endangered planet. Fi-
nancial profi teering by a few must end, right now! 
Protecting the entire populace by the majority must, 
and can only begin at the ballot box.

Mary Phillips-Burke
Woodstock

Get Smart On Crime forum

The Saugerties Democratic Committee is hosting 
an educational forum ‘Get Smart on Crime: Public 
Safety and Criminal Justice Reform’ on Thursday, 
October 10, at the Saugerties Senior Center from 7 
p.m. until 9 p.m. Our panelists, Democratic nomi-
nee for District Attorney Dave Clegg, Ulster County 
Sheriff  Juan Figueroa and Democratic nominee for 
Comptroller March Gallagher, will discuss the vision, 
practice and cost of criminal justice reform in Ulster 
County. Cheryl Roberts, executive director of the 
Greenburger Center for Social and Criminal Justice, 
and Rashida Tyler, cofounder of the Kingston Ten-
ants Union and State Board member of Citizen Ac-
tion of NY, are the moderators. While there will be 
an audience question-and-answer period, the pub-
lic is urged to submit questions prior to the event 
at SaugertiesDems@gmail.com. All are welcome to 
what will be a lively, informative and interactive eve-
ning. 

Christine Dinsmore
Saugerties

\3
WHY PRINT?

Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Canos First Step, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. 
fi led with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
8/1/19. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
218 Forest Hill Drive, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY
Notice is hereby giv-
en that GSM FAMILY 
PROPERTIES, LLC, a 
limited liability com-
pany, fi led Articles 
of Organization with 
the Secretary of State 
on June 21, 2019. The 
principal offi  ce is in 
the Town of Gardin-
er, County of Ulster, 
State of New York 
and the Secretary of 
State was designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. The 
address to which the 
Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of 
process is: 141 Dusin-
berre Road, Gar-
diner, NY 12525. The 
purpose of the com-
pany is to engage in 
any lawful activity 
for which a company 
may be organized un-
der § 203 of the Lim-

ited Liability Compa-
ny Act.

LEGAL NOTICE
SANTA FE ROSEN-
DALE, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 7/5/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 388 Main 
Street, Rosendale, NY 
12472. Purpose : Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
93 NORTH FRONT 
STREET LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 8/2/2019. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 17 Bur-
gevin Street, Kings-
ton, NY 12401. Pur-
pose : Any lawful act 
or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
REJUVENATE PROP-
ERTIES II, LLC. Art. 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 7/30/2019. 
Offi  ce:  Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, PO Box 
372, Gardiner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 

of WILDFLOWER 
CHILD STUDIO LLC. 
Art. Of Org. fi led 
with the Sect’y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/08/19. Offi  ce 
in Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 
the LLC, 9 Rock City 
Road Woodstock, NY, 
12498. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Metamorphosis Body 
Modifi cations, LLC, 
a domestic LLC, fi led 
with the SSNY on 
4/26/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 436 Broadway, 
Kingston, NY 12401. 
Purpose: any lawful.

LEGAL NOTICE
Maiden Voyage Ven-
tures LLC
a domestic LLC, fi led 
with the SSNY on 
8/12/2019
address:   E. Kharlamb 
10 Lincoln Place, New 
Paltz, 12561
Purpose:  any lawful

LEGAL NOTICE
SKLAR FARM LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
06/17/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: The LLC, 1726 
Ulster Heights Rd, 
Ellenville, NY 12428. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
GAGGA WAGGA EN-
TERPRISES LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
08/14/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Seth Jacob-
son, 158 E 7th St., 
#D4, NY, NY 10009. 
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.   

LEGAL NOTICE
DUDAROO REAL ES-
TATE LLC, Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 08/07/2019. 
Offi  ce loc: Ulster 
County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-

cess to: The LLC, 
102 Fairmont Ave., 
Apt. BL, Kingston, 
NY 12401. Reg Agent: 
U.S. Corp. Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.     

LEGAL NOTICE
LAURELSIDE 1 LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
08/19/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail 
process to: James 
S. Manuso, II, 5130 
Route 212, Willow, NY 
12495. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Cube Agency LLC 
fi led w/ SSNY on 
8/1/19. Offi  ce: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent for pro-
cess & shall mail to: 
1950 Albany Post Rd, 
Wallkill, NY 12589. 
Purpose: any lawful

LEGAL NOTICE
Graffi  ti Warriors LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led with 
the SSNY on 9/23/08. 
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
Graffi  ti Warriors, LLC 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of pro-
cess to Graffi  ti War-
riors, LLC at 151 State 
Rte.32S, #14, New 
Paltz, NY 12561.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 42 Brescia Boule-
vard LLC Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the Sect'y 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/22/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The 
LLC, 43 Brescia Blvd., 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Maiden Hen Ven-
tures, LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 8/13/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 

to: 10 Lincoln Place, 
New Paltz, 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful  acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
Tabella LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/27/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Tabella LLC 
43 Hinel Rd. Kings-
ton, NY 12401. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
LAURELSIDE 2 LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
08/20/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: James 
S. Manuso, II, 5130 
Route 212, Willow, NY 
12495. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
LAURELSIDE 3 LLC, 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the SSNY on 
08/20/2019. Offi  ce 
loc: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: James 
S. Manuso, II, 5130 
Route 212, Willow, NY 
12495. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of WindwoodCondo 
LLC, Art. of Org. fi led 
w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY)
07/25/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Greene Co., 
NY.; SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o Graff  Law LLC, 78 
Main
St., PO Box 4148, 
Kingston, NY 12402. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.                

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 

of Main Street NP 
LLC, Art. of Org. fi led 
w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY)
08/19/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster Co., 
NY.; SSNY designat-
ed as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o the Company, 
47 Southern Lane, 
Warwick, New York 
10990. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
137 NORTH CHEST-
NUT LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 08/12/19.
Offi  ce: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 521
Main Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liabil-
ity Company: SOU-
VENIRS BY BESTLIFE 
GIFTS LLC Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on August 30, 2019. 
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: SOUVENIRS 
BY BESTLIFE GIFTS 
LLC, 9 Luau Lane, 
New Paltz, New York 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
JAMIE GLASS, N.P. 
PSYCHIATRY, PLLC 
fi led Arts. of Org. with 
the Dept. of State of 
NY on 5/3/19. Offi  ce: 
Ulster County. The 
Sect'y of State of NY 
has been designated 
as agent of the PLLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served and shall mail 
a copy of any such 
process to: Stenger, 
Roberts, Davis & Dia-
mond, LLP, 1136 Rte 
9, Wappingers Falls, 
NY 12590. Purpose: 
Nurse Practitioner in 
Psychiatry.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Em-
ployer Lifecycle, LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
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on August 7, 2019. Of-
fi ce Location: Ulster 
County. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Employer Life-
cycle, LLC, PO Box 
936, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Legal address 
is 7 Mount Rose Rd., 
Marlboro NY 12542. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
DIGNIFIED DWELL-
INGS, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 8/22/19. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, PO BOX 
1506, Olivebridge, NY 
12461. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
DECOLUSI PART-
NERS LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 7/25/19. 
Off . Loc. : Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, 22 Cutler 
Hill Road, Eddyville, 
NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any  lawful act or ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
BEARSVILLE CEN-
TER LLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 8/27/19. Off . Loc. 
: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 

served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 35 Van Wag-
ner Road, Willow, NY 
12495. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
LOCAL HOSPITALITY 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
9/5/19. Off . Loc. : Erie-
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC, 153 
Meadowview Lane, 
W i l l i a m s v i l l e , N Y 
14221. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
BURNHILL HOLD-
INGS LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 9/5/19. 
Off . Loc. : ErieCo. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC, 153 
Meadowview Lane, 
W i l l i a m s v i l l e , N Y 
14221. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
3653, LLC Art. Of 
Org. Filed Sec. of 
State of NY 9/6/19. 
Off . Loc. : UlsterCo. 
SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
to mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC, 3927 
Main Street, Stone 
Ridge,NY 12484. Pur-
pose: Any lawful act 
or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
PROBATE CITATION                          

File No. 2019-883
S U R R O G A T E ' S 
COURT - ONONDAGA 
COUNTY
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK,
By the Grace of God 
Free and Indepen-
dent
TO: "JOHN DOE and 
MARY ROE," the 
names "John Doe and 
Mary Roe" being fi cti-
tious, and used to des-
ignate the distribu-
tees, heirs-at-law and 
next of kin of WAL-
TER E. THORNTON, 
JR., THOMAS MITY 
ROBERT THORNTON 
and LORETTA M. 
THORNTON GON-
YEA, Deceased, if any 
there be all of whose 
names, places of resi-
dence and post offi  ce 
addresses are un-
known and cannot, 
after due diligence 
and diligent inquiry 
therefore, be ascer-
tained."
A petition having 
been duly fi led by 
DANA F. GRILLO, 
who is domiciled 
at 5424 W. Genesee 
Street. Camillus, New 
York 13031
YOU ARE HEREBY 
CITED TO SHOW 
CAUSE before the 
Surrogate's Court, 
Onondaga County, 
at 401 Montgomery 
Street, Syracuse, New 
York, on October 23, 
2019, at 9:30  o'clock 
in the fore noon of 
that day, why a de-
cree should not  be 
made in the estate of 
ROBERT THORNTON 
lately domiciled at 
159 Leonard Avenue, 
Syracuse, New York 

13205, admitting to 
probate a Will dated 
January  2, 2019, a 
copy of which is at-
tached, as the Will of 
ROBERT THORNTON, 
deceased, relating 
to real and personal 
property, and direct-
ing that
[x] Letters Testamen-
tary issue to: DANA F. 
GRILLO
[  ]Letters of Trust-
eeship issue to :. 
______________________ _
[  ]Letters of Adminis-
tration c.t.a. issue to 
____________________
(State any further re-
lief requested)
Dated, Attested and 
Sealed
August 26, 2019
DANA F. GRILLO, 
ESO.
Attorney for Petition-
er
5424 W. Genesee 
Street, Camillus, New 
York 13031
Address of Attorney
HON. Mary Keib 
Smith
Surrogate
Karen R. DeMartin
Deputy Chief Clerk
315-487-3262
Telephone Number
DANA F. GRILLO, 
ESO.
Attorney for Petition-
er
5424 W. Genesee 
Street, Camillus, New 
York 13031
Address of Attorney 
[NOTE: This citation 
is served upon you 
as required by law. 
You are not required 
to appear If you fail 
to appear it will be 
assumed you do not 
object to the relief re-
quested. You have a 
right to have an attor-
ney appear for you.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby 
given that a public 
hearing will be held 
by the Town of Lloyd 
Planning Board, Ul-
ster County, State of 
New York, on the ap-
plication of  D and D 
Auto - for property at 
3537 Route 9W. (SBL: 
88.69-3-12.100), High-
land NY, 12528, pro-
posing to construct 
a 3600 square foot 
free standing stor-
age building on their 
property located at 
the intersection of 
Woodside Place and 
Route 9W.
The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, 
September 26, 2019 
at 7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.
Date: August 28, 2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 
117, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am – 
4:30pm, or email 
us at loddo-kelly@
townofl loyd.com 

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 
York, on the applica-
tion of Costantino, 
Paul and Joanne - for 
property at 30 Bellev-
ue Road. (SBL: 88.17-
2-13.100), Highland 
NY, 12528, proposing 
a lot line revision to 
add a vacant 0.83-
acre parcel of land 
to their single-family 
residential lot.
The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, 
September 26, 2019 
at 7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.
Date: August 28, 2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 
117, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am – 
4:30pm, or email 
us at loddo-kelly@
townofl loyd.com 

Donald Raymond Otis 
Donald Raymond Otis, 88, of New Paltz, passed away unexpectedly at his home, on Monday, 
August 26, 2019. 

Born March 10, 1931 in Gardiner, New York, he was the son of the late Raymond J. and Agnes 
(Bouton) Otis. He married Florence Ferris in September of 1985 in New Paltz, New York. 

Don was born in the Trapps and grew up in and around Minnewaska. His father was the 
outside foreman for the two hotels there. Don himself ran the Minnewaska power plant as a 
young man. After graduating from college, he worked as an engineer for Central Hudson for 
45 years. Upon his retirement in 1995, he became Building Inspector for the town of Gardiner. 
He stepped down from that position after ten years and began his own home building business. 

Don loved to be outside and enjoyed hunting, fishing and spending time at his camp on Lake 
Champlain. He adored his family, friends and his beloved dogs. Don was capable of building 
or fixing almost anything and was source of advice and assistance to many. He will be sorely 
missed by all who knew him. 

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his brother, Joseph Otis. 

In addition to his loving wife, Florence, survivors include his children, Nancy Otis and her husband, Shawn Halbijohn of Gar-
diner, Andrew Otis of Ardsley, NY, William Otis of New Paltz, Lisa Otis of New Paltz and Kevin Charles Harp of New Paltz; 
his sister, June Lewis of Miami, FL; his grandchildren, Caroline Converse of Troy, NY, Sharon Otis of New Paltz, Desiree Otis 
of Pinedale, WY, Timothy Otis of Saranac Lake, NY, Tia Halbijohn of Gardiner, Luella Otis of Ardsley, NY, Madison Harp 
and Kaden Harp of New Paltz; 3 great grandchildren, Penelope, Hudson, and Lila; his beloved dog, Bunny; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Visitation was held on Friday, August 30, 2019 from 4-7 p.m. at Copeland Funeral Home, 162 South Putt Corners Road, New 
Paltz, New York. 

A funeral service was held at the funeral home at 11 a.m. on Saturday, August 31, 2019 with Fr. Sal Cordaro from St. Joseph’s 
Church, officiating. 

Burial followed at the Rosendale Plains Cemetery, Springtown Road, Tillson, New York. 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that donations in Don’s name be made to the Mohonk Preserve, by contacting Director 
of Donor Relations, Mallory Pierce at mpierce@mohonkpreserve.org or calling (845) 255-0919 ext. 1240. 

Copeland Funeral Home was honored to assist the family of Don with the arrangements. Online condolences may be made 
by visiting www.copelandfuneralhome.com

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
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• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible
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Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281
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Aft er more than 90 days in offi  ce, Ulster Coun-
ty executive Pat Ryan last week has fi nally laid some 
of his cards on the table in regard to economic de-
velopment. Last Monday, September 9, he appointed 
Lisa Berger, director of the county’s federally funded 
employment and training offi  ce for the past fi ve years, 
to be his director of economic development, a position 
that the county legislature is likely to separate this week 
from the planning department. And on that Thursday 
afternoon he announced formation of a twelve-person 
advisory working group called Ulster 2040 whose task 
it will be to evaluate the county’s resources and to po-
sition Ulster County to participate successfully in the 
economy of the future.

“Ulster 2040 is about our mission to align our coun-
ty with our natural economic and social strengths, and 
to make the necessary investments to be successful in 
these key areas,” said Ryan in his press release. “The 
traditional approach to economic development alone 
will not drive the county’s success for the future.”

Other notables, including Lisa Berger, chimed in 
with their support. Berger said in the same press re-
lease that she was looking forward to working with the 
Ulster 2040 group to create a priority-driven action 
plan for her Offi  ce of Economic Development. The 
Ulster 2040 process will be facilitated by Tim Weide-
mann, the sole present employee of the county’s new-
ly minted Department of Innovation. 

The members of the working group will include 

It’s the economy

Pat Ryan’s new direction

Cheryl Bowers of Rondout Saving Bank, Ashima Butler 
of the Ellenville Regional Hospital, Kingston architect 
Scott Dutton, Rondout Valley farm entrepreneur Matt 
Igoe, Kingston digital creator Kale Kaposhilin, consul-
tant, community organizer, restaurateur and Gardiner 
resident Arif Khan, Lake Katrine Bread Alone execu-
tive Nels Leader, SUNY Ulster workforce development 
executive Chris Marx, local United Way president Sta-
cey Rein, veteran business executive and management 

expert Arnaldo Schwerert, arts and culture service 
provider and Transart founder Greer Smith, and Ev-
elyn Wright, economist, consultant and founder of the 
non-profi t Commonwealth Hudson Valley.

Growing and diversifying the county economy has 
been perhaps the most complex of Pat Ryan’s Big Five 
priority initiatives. The other four are a Green New 
Deal, the opioid crisis, redefi ning the justice system 
to emphasize rehabilitative and restorative elements, 
and making county government more responsive and 
responsible.

Ryan sees large parts of the American electorate, 
both nationally and locally, as estranged from their 
governments. Two outcomes are possible, he believes. 
The disaff ected might blow the political system up. Or 
they might be re-engaged into it.

He had promised prior to election to do his part to 
pursue the latter path in Ulster County. To that end, 
he scheduled public meetings in every one of the 20 
towns and the county’s single city. “This is your gov-
ernment and I want to make it accessible to you,” he 
had said on his swearing-in 95 days earlier.

As of last Thursday afternoon, the county executive 
had been at 13 local community sessions. The four-
teenth was scheduled that evening for Gardiner, his 
home town. He expressed the hope that his wife Re-
becca and his son Theo, 47 days old, would attend.

The meetings have provided an opportunity for the 
neophyte county politico and his constituents an op-
portunity to get to know each other a lot better. Ryan 
found, he told me, that a lot of Ulster County people 
“are desperate to feel heard and to take action to help.” 

The community sessions thus far have been infor-
mal, with a lot of give-and-take. Ryan likes to ask his 
listeners questions as well as to answer them. In his 
replies, he has a habit of agreeing with his question-
ers about something they said — certainly fl attering to 
those who might feel estranged.

At every meeting so far, he told me at his offi  ce on 
Thursday, someone had wanted to discuss economic 
development. People are concerned about jobs and 
income. “Economic growth that helps all our residents 
is a key priority of mine,” said Ryan in his Ulster 2040 
press release.

The members of the working group are not the same 
people as those Ryan listed as his community advisors 
during his campaign. There’s little overlap between the 
two groups. The new group has no political offi  cehold-
ers. About half its members are on the youngish side, and 
several harbor entrepreneurial ambitions.

Ryan borrowed a yellow piece of lined paper and 
drew a rough matrix on it. One dimension represented 
the handful of categories the working group was being 
tasked to come up with. The other was time, marking 
the steps by which the goals of each task would be de-
fi ned and accomplished.

Ryan doesn’t have all the answers. He doesn’t 
claim to. He seems to have the instinct that a turn-
around in equitable economic development encom-
passing community development and workforce de-
velopment as well is both necessary and possible. He 
thinks the county government has a leadership role to 
play. He wanted to get the ball rolling by hiring Berger 
and by initiating the Ulster 2040 process.

How important to him is an economic kickstart? 
Ryan currently has two deputy county executives, 
Marc Rider in charge of operations and John Milgrim in 
charge of strategy. There’s an unfi lled line position in the 
county budget for a third deputy. Ryan brings up the pos-
sibility of the third deputy position being fi lled by some-
one in charge of the development functions? He says he’s 
not sure. “I could see that,” he said.

Urban economist Enrico Moretti posited seven years 
ago in The New Geography of Jobs that geography sub-
stantially determined economic vitality. Metropolitan 
areas with high education levels and some technologi-
cal capabilities were highly advantaged when it came 
to economic development, the Berkeley scholar wrote. 
But individual fi rms across an increasing number of 
industries were becoming more fl uid and footloose. 
Regions close to the largest urban agglomerations 
deemed overpriced or lacking in lifestyle amenities 
could face fi erce competition from more distant re-
gions with lower costs of living.    

Ryan and Weidemann have not yet convened the 
members of the Ulster 2040 working group. Stay 
tuned. 

-- Geddy Sveikauskas  

Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan.

HASBROUCK
PARK

PLAYGROUND
The Greatest Community Event of the Year!

September 25th - 29th 

JOIN TOGETHER TO BUILD

 

Volunteers Needed
Sign up!

 
Skilled + Unskilled Builders:

tiny.cc/buildplayground
 

Help With Child Care:
tiny.cc/newpaltzchildcare

Free child care, delicious localfood, +refreshmentsavailable forvolunteers.

For more details: 845-255-0130
HasParkPlayground@villageofnewpaltz.org


