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Remembering...
Saugerties mourns the victims and service people who died on 9/11

F irefighters, police and military 

personnel in uniform lined up at the 
Cantine Veterans’ Memorial Complex 
Wednesday, September 11, to remem-
ber and honor the service people — 

police, firefighters, emergency medical technicians 
(EMTs) ambulance drivers and others who turned 
out to serve in the aftermath of the terror attack 
on September 11, 2001 and to mourn the victims.

In his opening homily, Fr. Chris Berean asked a 
blessing for “us this evening as we remember those 

who gave their lives in the service of their country 
and of those who died on this night 18 years ago.”

Supervisor Fred Costello recalled that September 
11, 2001 was a day of shock and mourning across 
the country. “More than 3000 souls had been 
lost in attacks on New York City, Washington and 
Pennsylvania,” he said. Costello emphasized that the 
victims of the attacks were civilians. “The victims of 
9/11 were our friends, our neighbors, our brothers 
and our sisters. These were people just like you 
and I; they were on their way to work on a clear, 

sunny September morning. Of the 3000 people 
killed, more than 400 of them were uniformed first 
responders.” Most of those first responders were 
not in the initial World Trade Center attack, he 
said, but were “killed in the line of duty, heroically 
trying to help others.

“News reports continually showed video of the 
attacks and the devastation that was left in their 
aftermath. Thousands of people were unaccounted 
for and news reports featured family members and 
loved ones amazingly calm, but stricken with grief, 
showing pictures of their family members in the 
desperate hope that someone, anyone, might have 
information about their well being.

“The Pentagon, the symbol of our nation’s 
strength, was left on fire and partially collapsed. 
Heavy damage right in the heart of our nation’s 
capital,” he said. “A quiet community in central 

Red flag rising
Local police seek to raise awareness of new gun law
By Jesse J. Smith

L ocal law-enforcement officials 

say the state’s new red-flag law will give 
the public a valuable tool to prevent 
mass shootings by getting guns out 
of the hands of potentially dangerous 

people. But gun-rights advocates worry that the law 
will deprive law abiding gun owners of due process 
and leave them vulnerable to abuse or harassment. 
A red-flag law, also known as the extreme risk 

protection order law, allows law-enforcement 
officials, family and household members or 
school administrators to petition a court 
to seize firearms from, and prohibit gun 
purchases by people deemed to be at risk of 
causing serious harm to themselves or others. 
Proponents of the law say that it has the potential 
to avert mass shootings as well as more run of the 
mill tragedies like domestic violence homicides 
and gun suicides. “In all of these mass shootings, 

david gordon

Supervisor Fred Costello addresses the crowd. At left is Fire Commissioner Brian Martin; at right are Michael Ivino and Police Captain Stephen Filak. 

jesse smith

Cache of weapons seized following an investigation into 
disturbing social-media posts made by Saugerties High 
School senior Connor Chargois, in 2018. 
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POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

Attempted assault, endangering
Iain Bartlett of Kingston, 28, was charged with 

the misdemeanors of third-degree attempted assault 
and endangering the welfare of a child after engaging 
in a physical fight with a minor on the evening of 
Sept. 10, according to police. He was released on 
an appearance ticket for a later date after he was 
arraigned in town court.

Criminal contempt
Christopher P. Post of Saugerties, 53, was charged 

with second-degree criminal contempt of a court 
order on Sept. 9. On July 20, Post destroyed a wall 
socket and preventing a victim from calling po-
lice with her cellphone, attracted the attention of 
neighbors who summoned police after yelling in the 
street at 1 a.m. and was charged with second-degree 
criminal mischief and the violation of second-degree 
harrassment. A restraining order was issued by a 
town court judge on the victim’s behalf, which Post 
violated by entering her home.

DWI
A Saugerties man was charged with a misde-

meanor DWI on the morning of Sept. 14 after his 
truck rolled over on Route 212, crossing both lanes 
before coming to a stop on the driver’s side. Accord-
ing to police, Brady Snyder, 20, fell asleep at the 
wheel, drifted off the roadway then over corrected 
upon waking. Officers established that Snyder was 
intoxicated at the time of the crash; he was treated 
by Diaz Ambulance paramedics at the scene before 
he was transferred to Health Alliance Hospital in 
Kingston for minor injuries, then processed at police 
headquarters after he was treated.

Deceiving an offi  cer
A man wanted on an active warrant in Colorado 

Springs was a passenger in a vehicle stopped by po-
lice on Glasco Turnpike for an equipment violation 

at nearly 2 a.m. on Sept. 13. In an effort to escape 
detection, Aaron T. Chadwick of Woodstock, 30, 
placed a call to the Saugerties Police Department 
reporting a bogus assault and robbery near the 
Glasco four  corners while the responding officer 
was in his vehicle, hoping that the officer would 
leave to respond to the new call. Using caller ID, 
dispatchers determined that the call came from 
Chadwick, whose name the officer had already as-
certained in his investigation. Chadwick, who later 
admitted to the attempt at deception, was charged 
with a felony for his bench warrant, along with the 
misdemeanor of third-degree falsely reporting an 
incident. He was arraigned in town court and sent 
to Ulster County Jail without bail.

Burglary and more
Michele E. Flanders of Saugerties, 64, was 

charged with a felony after reportedly forcing her 
way into her neighbor’s apartment at 6:43 p.m. on 
Sept. 11, breaking a door and items in the home, 
injuring the homeowner and discarding items that 
she stole from the home in a nearby dumpster. 
Along with the felony of second-degree burglary, 
Flanders was charged with the misdemeanors of 
fourth-degree criminal mischief and petit larceny. 
She was sent to Ulster County Jail in lieu of $5,000 
bail or a $10,000 bail bond after arraignment in 
town court; an order of protection was issued on 
the victim’s behalf.

-Compiled by Christina Coulter

JOHN J. ERCEG
Saugerties – John J. Erceg, formerly of Cementon, died Wednesday, September 
11, 2019 at St. Peter’s Hospital in Albany, NY.  He was 87 years old.

Born of Yugoslavian migrants on July 22, 1932, he was the son of the late John 
P. Erceg and the late Dominica Evko Erceg.  He married the former Anna May 
Lockwood in 1959 and she pre-deceased him in 1993.

A former marine, he was trained at Parris Island in the 1950s. He worked con-
struction for many years before working maintenance at Kingston Hospital and 
Ferncliff Nursing Home. He retired in his early eighties from ShopRite, where 
he received much recognition for excellent customer service. He was a bowling 
champion of the No Can Do League of Kingston. A regular at OTB, he was 
known to frequent Dunkin Donuts and local diners. On Thursdays he played 
bingo at Saugerties Knights of Columbus. 

Known adoringly as “Cowboy John” and the “Johnny Cash of Ulster County,” he 
was a beloved member of the karaoke community. A dancer and an award-win-
ning singer, he performed at nursing homes and entertainment venues across 
the Hudson Valley. He had, and still has, many fans who believe he sounded 
better than Johnny Cash.

A humanitarian, animal lover, and cherished patriarch of the Peone family, he is survived by his daughter, Doreen Peone 
and her former husband Joseph of Saugerties; his step-daughter Donna Wesley and her husband Charles of Port Ewen; 
three grandchildren Vincent Peone and his wife Hana El-Assad, Dina and Angelina Peone; two step-grandchildren Lisa 
Whelan and Mary Dietz; two step great-grandchildren; his brother Anthony Erceg; and several nieces and nephews.  In 
addition to his wife, he was pre-deceased by five siblings: Mary Rosco, Sr Mary Josephine; Peter, Frank, and Michael Erceg.

Funeral services will be held 12:00 Noon, Friday, September 20, 2019 at Buono Funeral Service, Inc., Main Street Chapel, 
Saugerties, NY. Interment, with full military honors, will be held in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Kingston, NY.  Friends may call 
Thursday 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM and Friday 10:00 AM until 11:45 AM at Buono Funeral Service, Inc.  Please offer your 
condolences for John and his family at www.BuonoFuneralService.com.

RAMONA R. SAUER
Saugerties – Ramona R. Sauer, died Friday, September 13, 
2019 at the home of her daughter.  She was 85 years old.
Born September 16, 1933 in Saugerties, she was the 
daughter of the late Harold “Bo” Robinson and the late 
Elizabeth Coons Robinson.  On May 23, 1959 she married 
John Sauer who pre-deceased her on December 26, 1986.
A loving and doting mother and wife, she often greeted 
friends as she mowed the lawn in her blue windbreaker.  
She was a former member of St. Paul’s Church in West 
Camp and of the Saugerties Dutch Reformed Church 
where she sang in the choir and played piano.  Formerly 
she worked at Kingston Hospital as a registered nurse.
Survivors include four children, Lecia Siebeking and her 
husband Steven, Adam and his wife Mary, Darrin and his 
wife Mary, and Tricia Manfro and her husband Anson 
all of Saugerties; eight grandchildren Kara, Brad, Mela-
nie, Caitlyn, Rebecca, James, Frederick and Addison; and 
three great grandchildren Liam, Ella and Brandy.
Ramona’s family will receive friends Saturday, September 21, 2019 from 4:00 pm until 7:00 pm at 
Buono Funeral Service, Inc., Main Street Chapel, Saugerties, NY. Please offer your condolences 
for Ramona and her family online at www.BuonoFuneralService.com.

He’s Back!!!

Sass & Brass with

DARYL MAGILL
formerly from The Big Smoothies

Friday, Sept. 20th, 8 pm
NO COVER CHARGE

 at

124 Partition St., Saugerties NY
(914) 319-7441
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Saugerties, NY 12477
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www.helsmoortel.com
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Red Flag Rising
continued from page 1

somebody knew that there was something not right 
with [the shooter],” said Ulster County sheriff Juan 
Figueroa. “And that person didn’t pick up the phone.” 
Under the new state red-flag law, an eligible individ-
ual can submit a petition to a court seeking to have 
guns removed from the possession of an individual 
deemed to be a risk. The person seeking the order 
must provide evidence to establish probable cause 
that the intended subject poses a real risk to them-
selves or others. If a judge is persuaded, police will 
go to the subject’s home and remove any weapons.
The order also serves as a search warrant allowing 
police to go through the subject’s residence and 
possessions seek-
ing hidden fire-
arms. The initial 
petition and seizure 
process can occur 
without the sub-
ject’s knowledge. 
At a second hearing 
held within three 
to six days of the 
seizure, the sub-
ject can contest the 
court’s action. At 
the second hearing, 
a judge a must use the more stringent legal standard of 
“clear and convincing evidence” to determine wheth-
er the extreme risk protection order is warranted. 
If the order is issued, it will remain in effect for up to 
a year. In addition to police retaining possession of 
seized firearms, the order prohibits the subject from 
purchasing new guns as long as it remains in effect. 
Ulster County executive Pat Ryan and Figueroa 
have embraced the new legislation. At a press con-
ference last month, Ryan announced a countywide 
initiative to educate law enforcement and school 
administrators about the legislation and coordinate 
distribution of forms needed to seek the court order. 
In Kingston, police chief Egidio Tinti said that he 
had already met with senior staff to discuss imple-
menting the new law. He expected rank-and-file 
officers to receive guidance on the legislation soon. 
Tinti noted that police have always had the power 
to remove firearms from a home under the state’s 
mental-health laws. He said the new legislation would 
allow family members and school officials to apply 
directly to a court rather than having to call police. 
For cops, meanwhile, Tinti said the red-flag law would 
provide a more streamlined and well-defined process 
for getting guns out of the hands of potentially un-
stable individuals. “For us, it’s always better to be safe 
than sorry,” said Tinti. “Anytime we see the potential 
for harm, we are going to secure those weapons.” 
Ulster County senior district attorney Mike Kava-
nagh said that he believed the red-flag law would 
help law enforcement to prevent gun violence. 
Kavanagh cited a 2018 incident involving then-Sau-
gerties High School senior Connor Chargois as an 
example of the law’s usefulness. Police were alerted 
after Chargois, 18, made alarming posts on social 
media expressing admiration for the perpetrators 
of the 1999 Columbine High School massacre. 
Kavanagh said that the posts, while frightening, 
did not constitute a crime or probable cause for 
cops to search his residence and seize firearms. 
Chargois was at liberty, and attending school for six 
days before Saugerties police were able to develop 
enough evidence to obtain a search warrant. That 
warrant turned up a number of firearms, including 
an AR-15 rifle and an Uzi submachine gun that 
Chargois had illegally modified for fully automatic 
fire. Chargois was eventually convicted on weapons 
charges and sentenced to two years in state prison. 
Had the red-flag law been in effect at the time, 

Kavanagh said, police would have been able to 
intervene earlier. “We had to build an investi-
gation before we could do anything and that 
definitely led to some tense moments,” said 
Kavanagh, who plans to hold a training session 
for Ulster County school superintendents later 
this month. “This law would have enabled us 
to act much quicker.” 

Concerns about abuse
Gun-rights groups, including the NRA 

and the New York Rifle and Pistol Associ-
ation, lobbied against the new law, calling 
it an encroachment on second amendment 
rights. Critics say that the law violates gun 
owners’ due-process rights by allowing a 
court to seize their weapons before they 
have a chance to confront their accuser in 
court or contest the evidence against them. 

“If you’re arrest-
ed for a crime 
and the police 
seize your guns, 
there’s some due 
process there,” 
said Dave Da-
vies, president 
of the Feder-
ated Spor ts-
man’s Clubs of 
Ulster County. 
“But this law just 
opens the door for 

the general public to say, ‘I’m scared of this guy’ 
and police will come and seize your property.” 
Davies said that the potential for abuse or misuse 
of the red flag was especially concerning given the 
polarization over the issue of guns and many people’s 
kneejerk fear of firearms in any and all contexts. 
Davies said that he was worried that a student’s off-
hand remark about hunting or target shooting could 
lead to a red-flag petition by school administrators 
with little or no understanding of the situation.
“There are people out there who don’t know anything 
about guns,” said Davis. “They just think guns are bad.” 
Though Kavanagh supports the new law, he ad-
mitted that he and others in law enforcement had 
concerns about the potential for abuse. He said 
that he could forsee the law being misused, for 
example, in the midst of a contentious divorce.
“I think it’s a well-intended step in the right direc-
tion, but I also have concerns about abuse,” said 
Kavanagh. “There is the potential for someone to 
say something that’s not true, and the next thing 
you know the respondent is going to have their 
home searched and their weapons taken away.”
Figueroa believes concerns about the potential for 
abuse of the red-flag law are overblown. To obtain a 

protective order, he said, family members or school 
officials must provide actual evidence that the subject 
poses a threat, evidence that the subject of the order 
would have an opportunity to contest in court. Mak-
ing false statements on a red-flag application would 
expose the petitioner to arrest and prosecution. 
Figueroa said the safety of law-enforcement officers 
charged with securing firearms from a person that 
had been judged by a court to pose a risk to them-
selves or others was his more immediate concern 
with the law. “My main concern is for the well-be-
ing of my deputies,” said Figueroa. “I think that’s a 
concern that every chief has when we have to send 
our people out to secure those weapons.” 

jesse smith

Kingston police chief Egidio Tinti.

“For us, it’s always better to be 
safe than sorry.” 

-- Kingston police chief 
Egidio Tinti

Centennial Military Dinner
October 16, 2019, 6:30-9:30pm • Diamond Mills, Saugerties NY

Guests of honor for the evening
Retired Army Colonel Roger and Norma Donlon

Centennial Military Parade
October 19, 2019 2pm Village

Following the parade the Public is welcome to an Open House 4pm to 8pm
77th NY Regimental Balladeers & the Paul Luke Band

Parade Grand Marshalls — Retired Army Colonel Roger and Norma Donlon
Welcomes Veterans and Visitors to a Public Open House

October 20, 2019 1pm – 5pm
WWI Music will be performed by Veterans in a New Field

WWI Nurse Re-enactor • Veterans History Museum will be open for tours
Lamouree-Hackett American Legion Post 72 • 30 John Street, Saugerties, New York

FMI on events and Dinner Tickets Contact:
Kevin Pendergast 845-706-8083 or e-mail kpendergast@hvc.rr.com

Vince Buono 845-802-3836 or e-mail vin913@hvc.rr.com
William Payne at # 518-588-5462 or e-mail wpayne@hvc.rr.com

American Legion Post 72 @ 845-246-6769 • https://www.facebook.com/SaugertiesAmLePo72

845-372-5650
www.captainspotless.com 

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning • Soft Roof Wash

Residential Cleaning Services

m 

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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Pennsylvania was left scarred by a crater where the 
airliner was flown directly into the ground, killing 
everyone on board.”

That military units were protecting bridges and 
tunnels in other potential target sites “was oddly 
comforting, but at the same time shocking to many 
of us,” Costello said, as “we were only accustomed to 
seeing military equipment on television and at cel-
ebrations or parades. For many of us to see military 
hardware in defense of bridges, tunnels, airports and 
sporting events was a daily reminder of how much 
things had changed since the September 11 attacks. ”

While it was not clear at the time whether 
America could recover from the devastating attacks, 
Costello said, “...today, standing here with you, 18 
years after the 9-11 attack, one thing about America 
has become quite clear — our resilience. The quick 
and brave response of the first responders proves 
that we are a strong and resilient people,” he said.

From first responders and volunteers in New 
York and Washington to the passengers of Flight 93, 
who forced a crash in Pennsylvania rather than allow 
the hijackers to use it as a weapon in Washington, 
“the courage of first responders and citizens alike 
made clear the resilience of our country,” Costello 
said. “Even though we had been the victim of a ter-
rorist attack, we had not become victims of terrorists 
as our enemies so wanted to happen.”

 The response the September 11 attack “gives me 
confidence that we can face the challenges ahead, 
it has now become our responsibility to share our 
first hand memories of the event.”

It is important that we focus on the things that 
bring us together rather than the things that tear 
us apart, Costello said.

The keynote speech was followed by the laying 
of a wreath at the tomb of the unknown, a salute 
from the firing squad, bagpipe music and the play-
ing of taps and a benediction from former post 72 
Chaplain Jim Gage.   
    -- David Gordon 

September 11
continued from page 1

david gordon

Color guard with fl ags of the United States and local emergency services.

david gordon

A fi ring squad fi res three ceremonial rounds at the end of the service.
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Dragging on
Karolys C&D dumping cases slowed 

S augerties Town Attorney John 

Greco, seeking to cut to the chase, 
made a formal motion in State Su-
preme Court on Thursday, Septem-
ber 12 imploring Justice Richard 

Mott to end judicial 
proceedings and 
vacate the Tempo-
rary Restraining 
Order preventing 
the town of Sauger-
ties from enforcing 
its stop-work orders 
issued earlier this 
year against three 
construction and 
demolition debris 
(C&D) dumping 
sites owned by Joe 
and Rachel Karolys. Greco argued that, because 
the town’s Zoning Board of Appeals agreed that 
zoning regulations were being flouted and affirmed 
the town’s stop work orders on April 18, per the 
parameters of a “show cause” order issued by Mott, 
the proceedings were “moot.” Mott declined Greco’s 
request, and the sixth installment of the slow-paced 
hearing proceeded. 

Meanwhile, a trial in town court to address 
Karolys’ violations of town laws forbidding the 
dumping of any C&D material from outside of the 
town’s limits has been postponed. At an August 28, 
Karolys’ attorney Melvin T. Higgins requested a 
jury trial on the charges and a change of venue for 
the proceedings, arguing that his client could not 
receive a fair trial in Saugerties. After a session on 
September 12, the day before the trial was scheduled, 
presiding Town Justice Chris Kraft met with Greco 

and Higgins and chose to recuse himself from the 
case because “he ha[d] relationships with people 
who have been advocating against Karolys and he 
felt that these relationships were relevant in his 
ability to make a decision” according to Town Super-

visor Fred Costello. 
For similar reasons, 
Town Justice Clau-
dia Andreassen 
also recused her-
self; Costello said 
that the trial will 
be heard in Ulster 
County Court or an-
other jurisdiction, 
but that no date has 
been established. 

Karolys faces vi-
olations for accept-

ing loads of C&D material outside of the 7 a.m. to 
3 p.m. time window specified in the stipulations 
of the Temporary Restraining Order, violations 
of town zoning law and violations of the town’s 
municipal statutes.

“Now we are in a holding pattern until the county 
court makes a decision whether the county court 
will take on the trial or if it will be reassigned to a 
justice court,” said Costello on September 17.

Back in State Supreme Court September 12, 
testimony from Joe Mihm, an engineer from Brinier 
and Larios who Greco hoped to put on the stand, 
was also delayed. Mihm had come to refute the 
testimony of Karolys’ environmental engineering 
expert Robert LoPinto of Walden Engineering, 
who argued that there were slipshod sampling 
methods used and mathematical errors in DEC 

test results that indicated unsafe levels of heavy 
metals and pesticides like DDT. Higgins, Karolys’ 
attorney, objected on the grounds that LoPinto was 
not present that day, while Mihm had been present 
during both days that LoPinto testified. Greco noted 
on the record that he intends to bring Mihm to the 
stand at the next iteration of the court hearing on 
Thursday, September 19 at 2:40 p.m.

However, Mott has said at previous court hear-
ings that the DEC’s findings, whether they are cor-
rect or not, have no bearing on this court hearing 
concerning whether the town issued stop-work 
orders unfairly.

“Let’s assume this is true and DEC totally 
botched this entire process,” said Mott to Higgins 
at the Sept. 11 hearing. “How is that relevant in any 
way shape or form to any disparate treatment that 
your client received at the hands of the respondent, 
which I have been asking you to focus on for this 
entire testimony?”

During the testimony of Saugerties Assistant 
Code Enforcement Officer Ken Brown, both lawyers 
put details regarding the originally issued stop work 
orders and photographs taken by Brown and Code 
Enforcement Officer Alvah Weeks of the properties 
on the record. The first stop-work order, Brown 
said, was issued for the Karolys dumping property 
on Goat Hill on July 2 of 2018. Although Higgins 
has argued that Karolys was unaware of the order, 
which Brown said was nailed to a tree on the prop-
erty and sent via certified mail, an office visit took 
place between Karolys, Brown and Weeks.

“I don’t know why he went in [for an office visit,]” 
said a visibly flustered Higgins when Mott asked if 
he maintained the defense that Karolys wasn’t aware 
of the order. “I don’t recall, your honor.”

Higgins tried to assert that the line of ques-
tioning should not be explored until Weeks, who 
signed off on the stop work order, was present. 
Mott dismissed this notion, because Greco had 
established that Brown was the official keeper of 
building department records.

“The town issued a statement that my client, on 
that site, could do a C&D business,” objected Higgins 
when Greco asked Brown whether a C&D facility 
was permissible under town zoning law. “They 
changed their mind…that’s the basis of the lawsuit.”

On January 24, 2019, five days after a stop-work 
order was issued for the Route 212 site, Brown said 
that the piles were 15 to 20 feet high. The land dis-
turbance at the Fel Qui site at that time was about an 
acre, and that the piles on the property had nearly 
reached the height of surrounding power lines, what 
he estimated to be “20 to 30 feet.” Higgins objected 
to this inexact description.

“If I asked you how long the table was in front of 
you, wouldn’t you give an estimate without putting 
a ruler to it,” replied Mott.

Brown said that, in addition to the C&D debris, 
he and Weeks saw electrical conduit couplings, rebar 
and wire on the Fel Qui site. Numerous photos of 
each of the sites, after Brown confirmed that he 
took them, were moved into evidence.

Greco asked Brown whether zoning law permit-
ted demolition debris processing facilities on each 
of the sites. Brown said no each time.

The next court session was scheduled to take 
place on Thursday, September 19 at 2:40 p.m.

   -Christina Coulter

...the day before the trial was scheduled, 
presiding Town Justice Chris Kraft met 

with Greco and Higgins and chose to 
recuse himself...Town Justice Claudia 

Andreassen also recused herself...

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities
— Features —

In-house Bocci Court 
Shuffleboard Court • Golf Putting Green 

Paved Walking Paths
Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families

845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living   
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

david gordon

Jospeh Karolys and Attorney Melvin Higgins at a ZBA meeting in April.
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Foiling the milfoil
Saugerties is working on eradicating the invasive, but 
residents say the Esopus needs 
a more concerted effort

Thick swathes of Eurasian mil-

foil, an invasive plant species that 
robs river ecosystems of oxygen 
and sunlight, are visible on satellite 
images of the lower Esopus Creek. 

Saugerties town and village officials, along with 
officials in the other 44 states where the plant has 
become an ecological nuisance, have scratched their 
heads for nearly a decade over how to efficiently and 
cost-effectively quell the plant without promoting 
its spread — any segmentation of the milfoil plant 
can lead to further growth. 

This year, for the first time, village officials are 
piloting a strategy to combat the aggressive weed, 
which they began in August. Meanwhile, creek 
side neighbors on Lighthouse Drive have begun 
circulating a petition that has accrued over 100 
signatures for the town or village to pursue grant 
opportunities or find available monies for an aquatic 
weed harvester in their 2020 budget. They hope 
to form a committee to facilitate communication 
about the creek cleanup process with town officials. 

“The oxygen is being destroyed in that creek,” 
said petition-writer Salvatore Cigliano during the 
public comment period at a September 4 town 
board meeting. “I don’t see any carp, and they’re 
one of the heartiest fish. I don’t see turtles as much 
as I used to. I don’t see frogs anymore. All of these 
surveys and nothing’s been done…You don’t see 
people fishing on the creek anymore, and when 
you talk about it people say ‘I’m not swimming in 
there, it’s filthy.’ It’s a maintenance problem, it’s like 
cutting your grass. This milfoil starts germinating 
in April — by June, you have a crop.”

Cigliano said that he had “about 15 guys” that 
would be willing to maintain and operate the 
machine. He has been advocating on the creek’s 
behalf, he said, for several years and said that he 
is “tired of studies” and wants to see action take 
place: “The creek can come back — we just have 
to do something, not just nothing like they’re been 
doing for the past ten years.”

The town began removing the milfoil from the 
village beach area only this year. 

For nearly three weeks using an aquatic weed 
harvester that rolls the plant cleanly onto a con-
veyor belt and out of the water, Zdenek Ulman of 
Croton-on-Hudson based company Marine Diving 
Service has pulled roughly four cubic yards a day of 
the plant out of the Esopus. The milfoil, which can 
be used as a potent fertilizer, is then loaded onto a 
Department of Public Works Vehicle and dropped 
off at a storage facility on North Street. Ulman is 
contracted to remove about five acres of milfoil and 
water chestnut, another invasive floating weed, 
from the beach area for $5,300. In 2020, the village 
intends to contract further weed-removal services 
from Ulman; Town Supervisor Fred Costello ex-
pressed interest in using his services for the expanse 
of the creek that runs through the town, as well. 
Ulman had several recommendations for village 
officials for how to proceed with the effort next year. 

“The best way to approach it, 
as far as spending the time and 
money and the best results is 
introduce a boat channel for the 
traffic,” suggested Ulman. Motor 
boat traffic has been discouraged 
for some time on the creek in 
favor of kayakers. He said that 
boat propellers cut through milfoil, breaking it up 
and making it easier for him to remove. “If there is 
a boat channel where all the speed boats would go 
through and the fragmentation would happen, we 
do stand a chance to clean that area.”

Ulman said that cleaning the entire creek in Sau-
gerties would be costly because of how widespread 
the plant has become. He also warned that the mass 
of water chestnut in a still bay area near Sauger-
ties Creek was moving very close to the channel of 
moving water, and expressed worry that it would 
spread down the creek. Ulman is also contracted to 
harvest some of the water chestnut. He also noted 
that his machine could only harvest plants in water 
deeper than four feet.

The village has sought out a viable solution for 
the problem, according to Mayor Bill Murphy, for 
nearly a decade. The town has made numerous 
attempts to borrow the town of Esopus’ harvesting 
machine, all of which have been denied. Murphy 
said that, because Esopus has a new supervisor, he 
is hopeful that this will change. Murphy said that 
the village of Saugerties had supported the town’s 
grant application for the machine hoping that they 
would “actually have the ability to use it.” Murphy 
noted that the use of an herbicide, which he said 
had proved successful in the town of Harriman, had 
been considered. “The idea of putting chemicals 
in the water scares me, and it would scare many 
residents,” he said.

This sentiment was echoed at the September 4 
town board meeting, when the mere mention of a 
chemical treatment elicited gasps and cries of “no!” 
from creek neighbors in attendance. 

“When I looked at harvesters, and to buy a 
harvester to insure, store and train people to run 
it because it’s not something just anyone can run, 
you’re talking $100,000,” said Murphy. For the 
price of a harvester I can probably get 15 years of 
maintenance. The economical decision to try to 
keep up with it is to hire this local service.” 

According to Jared Buono, the executive director 
of the Ulster County branch of Cornell Cooperative, 
the organization has been brainstorming methods of 
keeping the plant under control with the town and 
the village for a number of years. Among alternate 
solutions are introducing sterile grass carp, a fish 
that eats the plant, into the waterway — however, this 
is a technique typically reserved for lakes and ponds, 
because “you can never tell if they’re actually sterile.” 
A similar method using a an insect called a “milfoil 
weevil” is being experimented with elsewhere in the 
country, and a method of lowering the water level 

temporarily in water channels and dehydrating the 
root crown of the plant has been explored. In 2011, 
Buono said, town officials, members of the DEC 
and stakeholders met to discuss possible options.

“I think it’s a much more complicated issue 
than people give it credit for, and I think everyone 
is trying to find a solution that won’t exacerbate 
the issue,” he said. “People are taking their time to 
figure it out.”

Neighbors on the creek living on Lighthouse 
Drive said that Ulman charges about $1200 per 
home to remove the plant from the area in front 
of their homes and their bulkheads — some home-
owners, in an effort to eradicate the easily-spread 
plant more efficiently, have donated money so 
that residents who don’t pay the fee still have their 
plants removed. 

Cigliano, in attendance at the village board 
meeting, said that he was “happy something was 
being done,” however, he will continue to circulate 
his petition. He said that he would “still like [the 
town or village to acquire] a harvester,” and that if 
every neighbor doesn’t pay for private weed removal, 
the plant will continue to proliferate. Cigliano wants 
to see Saugerties tackle the weed on the length of 
the creek. 

“I don’t think it makes a difference who gets this 
done,” he said. “If they can get it done another way 
that’s great. My objective is to get the creek clean 
and healthy again. whoever can do that, I’m with 
them...I’m going to keep it going just so we have a 
group of people that know what’s happening,” said 
Cigliano. “This isn’t a fight, this is something that 
we work on together.” 

Amassed signatures could also be used to show 
community interest in the cause in the grant ap-
plication process. Cigliano will set up camp at the 
Village Beach Saturday, September 21 from 10 
a.m. until 1 p.m.; those who would like to sign his 
petition, or to help amass more signatures toward 
the cause, can email rosemary.cigliano@gmail.com.

“I think it’s great that people want to see us fix 
the problem, you know,” said Murphy of the petition. 
“Nature’s nature. It’s a tough thing to control, but 
I’m happy with what we did this year. I’m open to 
suggestions from anyone, but be willing to help. 
Don’t just make suggestions. It’s something that 
the town, village, residents and Esopus Creek Con-
servancy have to work together on.”
      

-Christina Coulter

christina coulter

Lighthouse Drive resident Mark Prinz.

NY 12401. Purpose:  Any law-
ful activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Clear Purpose Consulting, 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
6/17/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom pro-
cess against may be served & 
shall mail process to 25 Hickory 
Ridge Dr., Gardiner, NY 12525. 
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Walnut LB LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
PO Box 54, Stony Point, NY 
10980. General Purpose. 

 
LEGAL NOTICE
Walnut MHP LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: Ulster. 

SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
PO Box 54, Stony Point, NY 
10980. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Walnut  PJM  LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig.  as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail pro-
cess to PO Box 54, Stony Point, 
NY 10980. General  Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Walnut  SM LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY  desig.  as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
PO Box 54, Stony Point, NY 
10980. General  Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of  

11 Jane Street, LLC, Art. of  
Org. filed w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 5/13/19.  Office 
location: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 37 Ledgesite Road, 
Saugerties NY 12477.  Pur-
pose: any lawful activity

LEGAL NOTICE
Arnold Property Holdings, 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
5/6/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to The LLC, 
537 State Rte 208, New Paltz, 
NY 12561. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Saugerties Yoga. Articles of 
Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on May 2, 2019. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Saugerties Yoga 
141 Ulster Ave, Saugerties, NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):  
BHP Music-Guitar Trax 
Records, LLC.  Articles 
of Organization were filed 
w i th  the  Secre ta ry  o f  
State of New York Rossa-
na Rosado on August 5, 
2019. Office location: Ul-

LEGAL NOTICES

ster County. Rossana Rosado  
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
Rossana Rosado shall mail a 
copy of process to: BHP Mu-
sic-Guitar Trax Records, LLC, 
2072 Old Kings Highway Sau-
gerties, NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any  lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

 
    LEGAL NOTICE

Destination Medical Doc-
tor, PLLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
8/14/2019. Cty: Greene.  SSNY  
desig.  as  agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to The 
PLLC,  PO BOX 10, Tannersville, 
NY 12485. Purpose: Medicine.

LEGAL NOTICE
RODRIGUEZ & UMANA 

HOMES LLCNotice of Forma-

tion of  RODRIGUEZ  & UMANA 
HOMES LLC, a domestic Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC).  
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on August 6, 
2019.  Office location: Ulster 
County.  SSNY is designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process to: 244 Main Street, 
Saugerties, NY  12477.  Pur-
pose:  to engage in any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
FAEM INVESTMENTS LIM-

ITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
filed Art. Of  Org. with SSNY 
04/25/2006.  Office loca-
tion: Ulster County.  SSNY is 
designated LLC agent upon 
whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail a 
copy of such process to 350 
Van Wagenen Lane, Kingston, 
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Village planners 
tentatively 
approve 
AutoZone store
Arm of the Sea discussion continues

F rom the color scheme to the height 

of the building to the location of air 
conditioning ducts the Saugerties 
Village Planning Board went through 
the details of their final approval of the 

application for an AutoZone store at Ulster and 
Railroad avenues.

While the board approved the list of specifica-
tions it wants to see in the design of the store, the 
final approval of the application for the building 
itself is planned to be completed at the board’s next 
meeting on Wednesday, October 9. In the interim, 
the board’s attorney, Benjamin Neidl is to draw up 
the board’s specifications in the form of a motion 
on which the board can vote.

In the site plan and special use permit it ap-
proves, the board cannot specify that the site must 
be occupied by an AutoZone store, the board’s 
attorney, Benjamin Neidl, said. It can specify the 
color, materials, size and appearance of the building, 
but not its occupant. Assuming AutoZone decided 
to leave, a new owner would have to leave the color, 
materials and size of the building the same or come 
to the Planning Board for approval of any changes, 
he said. However, the board cannot specify that the 
approval is only for AutoZone; rather, it must be 
for any similar retail operation, the attorney said. 
“It’s unlawful for you to say only AutoZone forever.”

The discussion started with a specification of 
the colors of the building, following board Chair 
Mary Leahy’s questioning the description in the 
minutes of the previous meeting. She questioned 
a statement that the design includes a large sign 
similar to those used in AutoZone stores in other 

areas. John Joseph, the store’s developer, agreed 
that no such sign is included in the plans. The final 
description includes the building’s height, 21 feet; 
overall size, 7300 square feet; and the colors, red 
brick and cream colored stone, “with an accent 
trim.” Joseph said he would bring color swatches to 
the next meeting should the board want to include 
more specific colors in the description.

The board’s comments and requirements are 
already noted on the site plans, Leahy said.

As they went through the conditions to be in-
cluded in the resolution, the board reviewed the 
areas that need to be covered.

Traffic includes the requirement that only trucks 
use the exit onto Railroad Avenue, and there should 
be signs to that effect. Lighting levels should be in-
cluded, the board agreed. The plans call for a single 
security light on the building and some security 
lights inside the building, Joseph said. “I think the 
lights go out an hour after the last employee leaves 
the store, Joseph said. 

Leahy asked that some language be included to 
preserve the general appearance of the site, as it 
is at the entrance to the village. “From the start, I 
think a concern was the aesthetics of coming into 
the village entrance, so I would like to say in some 
way that because of the rock outcropping and the 
rows of trees…if you limit the disturbance of that 
natural area as you enter the village.”

Joseph noted that landscaping is included in the 
plan, and unless some unforeseen problem comes 
up the plan will be followed. “Failures to adhere 
to that plan would be code violations,” Neidl said.

The special use permit is for a retail use in an 
industrial location, Leahy said. “Although it appears 
as a residence to everyone else, this is actually zoned 
industrial.”

The board voted to turn over the discussions and 
agreements to Neidl, and to authorize him to draft 
a final motion, which he promised to do before the 
next meeting.

Arm of the Sea
In another matter, the board continued its dis-

cussion of the Arm of the Sea Theater application for 
the development of the “Tidewater Center,” which 
when it is completed will contain performance 
space, storage, a water playground, a classroom, 
public access for fishing and a kayak launch. While 
a public hearing has technically been kept open, no 
members of the public were on hand to comment.

Engineer Jolanda Jansen addressed a number of 
issues raised by the Ulster County Planning Board.

One issue was the need for the village to set 
aside public land equal to the amount of land or 
improvements to public parks to offset an easement 
through Tina Jorvas Park for Arm of the Sea’s access 
to its property, said. The organization is “working 
with the village on documenting improvements 
to the waterfront and fishing access, is equal to or 
more than equal to the value of the access drive-
way,” she said.

Another issue was contamination of the site as 
a result of prior industrial activity. Part of a New 
York Rising grant the village is receiving is dealing 
with the contamination by bringing in clean fill, to 
cover the site to a depth of two feet, Jansen said. 
The results of soil testing, copies of which have been 
given to the village, include the presence of heavy 
metals, and the recommended solution is not to 
remove them, but to cover them.

The first phase of the plan includes a building 
that can be taken down during the winter, as the 
theater would operate initially only in summer. More 
substantial buildings would be added in later phases.

The proceedings included a discussion of the 
role of the Ulster County Planning Board in future 
deliberations. With many details still to be worked 
out, the feeling was that it would make sense to work 
these details out before resubmitting the revised 
plans to the county.

Arm of the Sea is doing the State Environmen-
tal Quality Review (SEQRA) study for the entire 
project, Jansen said. However, the immediate site 
plan application is only for the first phase. “As we 
do more, we will come back to you with phase two 
and phase three.”

The discussion also included landscaping, 
including the placement and type of plantings 
that would allow fire trucks access to the site. A 
discussion of utilities included a goal of having the 
complex off the grid, with battery backup lighting 
and composting toilets.  
    -David Gordon 

david gordon

John Joseph with plans for the AutoZone site. 

www.stagingsourcerentals.com

STAGING MADE SIMPLE
GREAT DESIGN | EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

FURNISHINGS FOR SHORT-TERM RENTALS + VACANT PROPERTIES 

HUDSON VALLEY
BASED 

Barbara A. Ellman, RE Salesperson
m 845.399.1570

24 Mill Hill Road, Woodstock, NY 12498

H U D S O N  V I E W  —
Seasonally expanding 
Hudson River view graces 
the low traffic site of this 
vintage tri-level that’s 
been well maintained and 
updated. Features include 
a smartly renovated eat-

in kitchen w/ gas cook top, 4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, mini split 
air conditioners on each level for warm weather comfort, LR 
opens to covered veranda with river view PLUS sunny rear 
deck and AG pool for summer fun!......................... $243,900

JUST REDUCED!
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Service is the goal
Honor Society gears up for fundraisers

T he fundraising initiatives of the 

Saugerties chapter of the National 
Honor Society are not quite underway 
for the 2019-20 school year, but the 
officers have been in place for the past 

few months, chosen for their representation of the 
four criteria of the national organization: Scholar-
ship, leadership, service and character. 

Ethan Christiansen (President), Aidan Gruen 
(Vice-President), Abigail Bravo (Secretary) and 
Ethan Via-Pietrzak (Treasurer) are this year’s offi-
cers, selected during a ceremony last spring. The 
National Honor Society is a nationwide community 
service organization founded in 1921 by the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals, with 
over one million high school students participating 
in chapters in all 50 states. Chapters are also found 
in other parts of the world, including Puerto Rico, 
Canada and India. 

The Saugerties chapter is gearing up for its first 

fundraiser of the school year, a Floridian citrus 
fruits sale in association with the Saugerties High 
School junior class set to begin in early October, with 
delivery of the fruit expected before Thanksgiving. 

Christiansen, a 17-year old senior with an affin-
ity for mathematics, is planning to go to college to 
become a teacher. 

“The money raised from fundraisers is used for 
various purposes,” Christiansen said. “One of the 
main examples for this year is that the money will 
be used to buy families in need winter clothing and 
presents around Christmas.”

Beyond the officers, an average of between 50-60 
students each year are inducted into the National 
Honor Society at Saugerties High. For juniors and 
seniors to be eligible for consideration, they must first 
maintain a grade point average of at least 90 percent. 
Those students receive a service application on which 
they list activities in and out of school, which are 
then submitted with an advisor recommendation. 

Teachers then review the list of names and rate 
each student on character and leadership. While 
academics are graded between two and four points, 
everything else is ranked on a scale of zero-to-four, 
with the average of all four categories a minimum of 
2.25 points before a student is inducted. 

“The members of the National Honor Society rep-
resent the leaders of the school,” said Christiansen. 

SHS calculus and pre-calculus teacher Debra 
Cacchillo has been the faculty advisor to the school’s 
National Honor Society for 35 years, and while some 
of the group’s goals may change from year to year, 
others have seemingly been a staple of the com-
munity organization for years. Last year, Cacchillo 
said that while the Saugerties chapter focuses on 
two primary fundraisers each year, they’re open to 
new ideas generated by its membership. 

The Saugerties chapter of the National Honor 
Society holds two fundraisers each year to pay for its 
altruism. In addition to its citrus fruit drive in the 
autumn, the organization also sells discount cards 
in the spring. Similar in design to credit cards, the 
discount cards give the bearer discounts at local 
shops and restaurants. 

Gruen, a 17-year old senior who plans to study 
engineering in college, said that membership in 
the National Honor Society is about selflessness. 

“To be in the National Honor Society you have to 
be the best person you can be and try your hardest 
to make an example as to what a good citizen is,” 
Gruen said. 

In the past, fundraising has helped local women’s 
shelters and the Saugerties Food Pantry. The Sau-
gerties High chapter also adopts at least one family 
during the Christmas season, raising funds to buy 
them winter clothing and something special like a 
coveted toy for the kids. Families in need are identi-
fied and often contacted by the school nurse’s office. 

In addition to its major annual donations, the 
Saugerties High School chapter of the National Hon-
or Society frequently helps people in the community 
simply because they’ve been asked, whether through 
a student, a school nurse or their faculty adviser. 

“I feel honored to be a part of such an important 
group and to be able to help people,” said Chris-
tiansen. 
 -Crispin Kott

photo provided

L-R): Ethan Via-Pietrzak (Treasurer), Abigail Bravo (Secretary), Aidan Gruen (Vice-President), Ethan Christiansen 
(President) (Taken during a ceremony in April).

At Nuvance Health, we’re rethinking your healthcare 
experience with you and your family in mind. We let 
our curiosity guide us, asking the right questions, and 
discovering what matters to you. We’re finding new ways 
to fit into your life, with options for care you can trust.  
We invite you to experience that promise for yourself. 

nuvancehealth.org

A promising new health system.

Northern Dutchess Hospital and 
Vassar Brothers Medical Center  
are now part of Nuvance Health.

© Nuvance Health
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Searching for progress
Saugerties High’s boys soccer depending in underclassmen

The Saugerties High School 

varsity boys soccer team is going 
through some growing pains. Win-
less through four games, the team 
is largely led by underclassmen and 

has been outmatched by bigger, more experienced 
teams along the way. But don’t count the Sawyers 
out, in 2019 and certainly beyond. 

“The ups and downs of high school soccer have 
caught us,” said Saugerties Coach Michael Riley. 
“This team will measure success in very different 
ways. We are looking for progress. We lost our engine 
last year, and now we are very young. Our success 
will be measured in progress. And we are seeing that. 
We are starting freshmen and sophomores. That 
is rare for a varsity team. They are learning every 
day and building a foundation for years to come.”

Last year’s Sawyers were already good before 
being augmented by a trio of quality players from 
John A. Coleman Catholic High. The team made 
it to the Section IX, Class A quarterfinals before 
falling 4-0 to Minisink Valley. Players like Axel 
Gomez and Brandon Davenport, two of the keys 
to the Sawyers’ success last season, are gone. What 
remains is a team primarily composed of freshmen 
and sophomores, with a few experienced upper-
classmen also in the mix. Ramero Scarpa-Meade, a 
senior, and Shaan Sekhon, a sophomore, are the two 
midfielding co-captains, who share the captaincy 
with Mitch Hart, a freshman forward. Seniors like 

Scarpa-Meade are hoping to make it more inter-
esting on the pitch as the season progresses, while 
a youth movement coalesces for the future. 

“As you can see, our leadership is coming from 
youth,” said Riley. “A clear sign of a positive future.”

In the season opener, a visit from league oppo-
nent Wallkill, the Sawyers lost 8-0, which seems 
monumental until one realizes if not for the quality 
of the goalkeeping it could have been worse. Wyatt 
Hennigan and Dan MacIsaac combined to save a 
staggering 20 shots on goal. With a 28-1 shot dif-
ferential, a loss was inevitable. 

But inch-by-inch, the Sawyers have improved. 
As of press time they still haven’t earned a win, 
though by the time you read this a home game 
against Rondout Valley on Wednesday, September 
18 may have yielded a victory. 

On Saturday, September 7, the Sawyers traveled 
to Red Hook, falling 6-1, with Hart’s goal preventing 
another shutout. MacIsaac was busy in goal again, 
turning away six shots. 

While they still haven’t earned a win, the de-
fense is tightening up, with home losses to New 

Paltz and O’Neill resulting in scores of 4-0 and 3-0 
respectively. MacIsaac has emerged as the go-to 
goalkeeper for Saugerties, and despite the 0-4 start 
to the season, the team’s fortunes in 2019 and the 
future look brighter. 

“Our goal is always sectionals, and that goal is 
yet to be determined,” said Riley on Wednesday. “It 
will take focus...and a little good fortune. As far as 
getting back on track, a win tonight over Rondout 
will do.”

Teams can make the postseason in a variety of 
ways, including breaking even either in league play 
or in the total amount of wins produced against 
all challengers. Counting the visit from Rondout 
Valley on Wednesday, the Sawyers have nine games 
remaining on their regular season schedule, which 
includes a senior night game against Highland on 
Tuesday, October 15, plus a visit two days later to 
Ellenville to close out the slate. Mathematically still 
very much alive, if Saugerties keeps moving in the 
right direction they may achieve Coach Riley’s goal 
and make the playoffs. 
    -Crispin Kott

photos by phyllis mccabe

Saugerties player Nick Bergen attempts to block the ball from O’Neill player Matteo 
Clement.

Saugerties players Ramero Scarpa-Meade and Nick Bergen block the ball from 
O’Neill player Kyle Mayo.

www.herzoglaw.com  |  Attorney Advertising

ALBANY
7 Southwoods Blvd.

SARATOGA
47 West Harrison St.

KINGSTON
1151 Flatbush Rd.

FREE ESTATE & Medicaid 
PLANNING SEMINAR

 

Thursday, 
September 26th

at 2pm

Holiday Inn Express
1835 Ulster Ave. 
Lake Katrine, NY

To Register 
call 845-338-6405

or 
setue@herzoglaw.com

LEARN MORE ABOUT:

Protecting Your Home and Assets

Avoiding Court & Spend-Downs

Creating A Custom Estate Plan

F ine  Wines  and  Sp i r i t s
Rt 212 (CVS Plaza), Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Mon - Sat  10am - 9pm

Sunday  12 - 5pm

  25%
 OFF 

A CASE OF WINE
with this ad only

CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Expires 9/30/19
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OPINION
LETTERS

Not the best economy

I’ve noticed that my dollar doesn’t seem to go so 
far these days and that the price of almost everything 
has increased a lot in the past two years. Being 
retired on a fixed income makes this significant to 
me and surely, to others on fixed incomes.

Have you noticed the number of retail stores in 
our malls that have gone out of business recently? 
Audry Kyanova from Investing.com reports that 

Vera Bradley, DNKY, Perkins Family Restaurant, 
Macy’s, Victoria’s Secret, Winn Dixie, Bed, Bath 
& Beyond, Lowe’s, The Gap, J. C. Penney, C.V.S, 
K-Mart, Party City, Payless Shoes, Foot Locker, 
Barney’s, Sears, Family Dollar, Kay Jewelers, Nord-
strom and many others will close sometime in 2020. 
She calls this “the retail apocalypse.” Didn’t the 
Administration give us a tax break (actually a tax 
loan since it was paid for with borrowed money)? 
Why then are people not spending the wonderful 
tax dollars we’ve been given.

How big was your tax decrease? If you divide the 
tax that you paid by your gross income, the result 
will be your “effective tax rate.” Mine, for the five 
years prior to the “tax break” were: 2013-12.2%, 
2014-11.2%. 2015-11.5%, 2016-10.2%, 2017-11.2%, 
an average of 11.3%. My 2018 effective tax rate was 
11.4%, a difference of 0.1%, not much of a difference. 
I just don’t understand how our  leaders can say 
that this is the best economy ever.

William Hayes

Saugerties

 

The first to reach zero...
As a candidate for Saugerties Town Board, I am 

excited that the current Board is putting Saugerties 
ahead of other towns in Ulster County on climate 
related issues. A solar farm is now going up at the 
town’s transfer station that will save the town and 
our community 10% on electric costs, while at the 
same time bringing into the town $30,000 a year 
rent, helping to keep our taxes down.

We are in a climate emergency and the munic-
ipalities like ours must act fast. I plan to continue 
the current board’s good work toward becoming 
one of the first towns to reach net zero emissions. 
We can do it Saugerties! 

At least on the local level we can work to protect 
the earth for future generations. School children are 
leading us as well. Children and adults are demon-
strating with Greta Thunberg this Friday all around 
the world. I invite everyone to join me at the Climate 
Strike in Albany at West Capital Park. See you there!

Nicole Roskos

Saugerties

Public Safety forum
The Saugerties Democratic Committee is hosting 

an educational forum ‘Get Smart on Crime: Public 
Safety and Criminal Justice Reform’ on Thursday, 
October 10, at the Saugerties Senior Center from 7 
p.m. until 9 p.m. Our panelists, Democratic nominee 
for District Attorney Dave Clegg, Ulster County 
Sheriff Juan Figueroa, and Democratic nominee 
for Comptroller March Gallagher, will discuss the 
vision, practice and cost of criminal justice reform 
in Ulster County. 

Cheryl Roberts, executive director of the Green-
burger Center for Social and Criminal Justice, and 
Rashida Tyler, cofounder of the Kingston Tenants 
Union and State Board member of Citizen Action 
of NY, are the moderators. While there will be an 
audience question-and-answer period, the public 
is urged to submit questions prior to the event at 

SaugertiesDems@gmail.com. All are welcome to 
what will be a lively, informative and interactive 
evening. 

Christine Dinsmore

Saugerties

Overwhelming facts are coming
I have just heard that New York City may 

have  the right to see the Presidents tax returns, 
whereas the Federal government apparently 
doesn’t, or it would take too long to be effective. 
I’ve been wondering what made my well respected 
Nancy Pelosi hold back from going forward with 
impeachment for so long. I now have to assume that 
she’s been in touch with the NY State government, 
and knew that they were moving forward more 
quickly with information from their case involving a 
NY State mortgage fraud against Paul Manafort, 
who was handling that as well as the possible affairs 
that two women said they had with the president. It 
took Cohen a bit of time to decide that it was unfair 
that he is the only one prosecuted for the “deals” 
that he was making on behalf of his boss. So, it looks 
like he is now coming “out” with some needed facts.
As I write this letter, the NY State case is just be-
ginning to move forward. So, I suggest that we side 
track from online movies and instead concentrate on 
the urgent political state of being that our country, 
(as well as many others around the world) are in, 
at a time that “Climate Change” is a proven fact.
We are lucky to be in our area, and I feel blessed 
to have gotten through the past year without ex-
periencing the hurricanes and other damages that 
have occurred in other states. But, as I see it We, the 
People, must come together now to protect life on 
our precious Mother Earth. With elections coming 
up, we will have numerous political meetings.  Let’s 
come together to hear each others thoughts.

Jill Paperno

Glenford

CORRECTIONS

In a report on the Village Board meeting of Sep-
tember 3 in the September 12 edition of Saugerties 
Times, it was stated that the village is considering 
a proposal for VFIS [Volunteer Firemen’s Insurance 
Service] insurance, which would cover fi re-fi ghting 
equipment from Marshall and Sterling. This type of 
coverage pays full replacement value, rather than the 
current depreciated value in the policy then in eff ect 
with Reis Insurance. The article erroneously stated 
that the current policy would not pay the replace-
ment value of buildings that might be destroyed or 
damaged, but the current policy with Reis Insurance 
does cover full replacement value for buildings. 
[Update: Reis is expected to off er a proposal that 
includes current replacement value of fi re fi ghting 
equipment at the October 7 board meeting.]

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

po
n

W
Ith

 C
o

u
po

n

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

po
n

W
Ith

 C
o

u
po

n

FREE
LOCAL SHUTTLE 
S E R V I C E

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

po
n

W
Ith

 C
o

u
po

n

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

po
n

W
Ith

 C
o

u
po

n

FREE
LOCAL SHUTTLE 
S E R V I C E

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 TiresW

It
h

u
p
o

nS E R V I C EWE SERVICE
ALL MAKES & MODELS
WE OFFER 
RENTALS

845-246-3412

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

ARCTIC SPA HOT TUBS

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

New engineering building
The Engineering Innovation Hub, a nearly 

19,500-square-foot academic building located near 
Resnick Engineering Hall that will help support 
SUNY New Paltz’s rapidly growing engineering 
programs and will collaborate with local industry, 
opened this past Tuesday. The new structure will 
house the popular bachelor’s degree program in 
mechanical engineering and the Hudson Valley 
Advanced Manufacturing Center (HVAMC), home 
of the College’s 3D design and printing program. 
SUNY New Paltz received a $10-million state 
economic development grant plus an additional 
million dollars in state money for the building. 
It also secured private support for 3D equipment 
from individuals and organizations recognized at 
the opening.

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S



saugerties times  Sept. 19,  2019 •  11

ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Pat Ryan’s new direction

A fter more than 90 days in office, 

Ulster County executive Pat Ryan 
last week has finally laid some of his 
cards on the table in regard to eco-
nomic development. Last Monday, 

September 9, he appointed Lisa Berger, director 
of the county’s federally funded employment and 
training office for the past five years, to be his di-
rector of economic development, a position that 
the county legislature is likely to separate this 
week from the planning department. And on that 
Thursday afternoon he announced formation of a 
twelve-person advisory working group called Ulster 
2040 whose task it will be to evaluate the county’s 
resources and to position Ulster County to par-
ticipate successfully in the economy of the future.
“Ulster 2040 is about our mission to align our county 
with our natural economic and social strengths, and 
to make the necessary investments to be successful in 
these key areas,” said Ryan in his press release. “The 
traditional approach to economic development alone 
will not drive the county’s success for the future.”
Other notables, including Lisa Berger, chimed in 
with their support. Berger said in the same press 
release that she was looking forward to working with 
the Ulster 2040 group to create a priority-driven 
action plan for her Office of Economic Develop-
ment. The Ulster 2040 process will be facilitated by 
Tim Weidemann, the sole present employee of the 
county’s newly minted Department of Innovation. 
The members of the working group will include 
Cheryl Bowers of Rondout Saving Bank, Ashima 
Butler of the Ellenville Regional Hospital, Kings-
ton architect Scott Dutton, Rondout Valley farm 
entrepreneur Matt Igoe, Kingston digital creator 
Kale Kaposhilin, consultant, community organiz-
er, restaurateur and Gardiner resident Arif Khan, 
Lake Katrine Bread Alone executive Nels Leader, 
SUNY Ulster workforce development executive 
Chris Marx, local United Way president Stacey 
Rein, veteran business executive and management 
expert Arnaldo Schwerert, arts and culture service 
provider and Transart founder Greer Smith, and 
Evelyn Wright, economist, consultant and founder 
of the non-profit Commonwealth Hudson Valley.
Growing and diversifying the county economy has 

been perhaps the most complex of Pat Ryan’s Big 
Five priority initiatives. The other four are a Green 
New Deal, the opioid crisis, redefining the justice 
system to emphasize rehabilitative and restorative 
elements, and making county government more 
responsive and responsible.

Ryan sees large parts of the American 
electorate, both nationally and locally, as estranged 
from their governments. Two outcomes are possible, 
he believes. The disaffected might blow the political 
system up. Or they might be re-engaged into it.
He had promised prior to election to do his part 
to pursue the latter path in Ulster County. To that 
end, he scheduled public meetings in every one of 
the 20 towns and the county’s single city. “This is 
your government and I want to make it accessible to 
you,” he had said on his swearing-in 95 days earlier.
As of last Thursday afternoon, the county execu-
tive had been at 13 local community sessions. The 
fourteenth was scheduled that evening for Gardiner, 
his home town. He expressed the hope that his wife 
Rebecca and his son Theo, 47 days old, would attend.
The meetings have provided an opportunity for the 
neophyte county politico and his constituents an op-
portunity to get to know each other a lot better. Ryan 
found, he told me, that a lot of Ulster County people 
“are desperate to feel heard and to take action to help.” 
The community sessions thus far have been infor-
mal, with a lot of give-and-take. Ryan likes to ask 
his listeners questions as well as to answer them. 
In his replies, he has a habit of agreeing with his 
questioners about something they said — certain-
ly flattering to those who might feel estranged.
At every meeting so far, he told me at his office 
on Thursday, someone had wanted to discuss 
economic development. People are concerned 
about jobs and income. “Economic growth that 
helps all our residents is a key priority of mine,” 

said Ryan in his Ulster 2040 press release.
The members of the working group are not the same 
people as those Ryan listed as his community advisors 
during his campaign. There’s little overlap between 
the two groups. The new group has no political office-
holders. About half its members are on the youngish 
side, and several harbor entrepreneurial ambitions.
Ryan borrowed a yellow piece of lined paper and 
drew a rough matrix on it. One dimension repre-
sented the handful of categories the working group 
was being tasked to come up with. The other was 
time, marking the steps by which the goals of each 
task would be defined and accomplished.

Ryan doesn’t have all the answers. He 
doesn’t claim to. He seems to have the instinct that a 
turnaround in equitable economic development en-
compassing community development and workforce 
development as well is both necessary and possible. 
He thinks the county government has a leadership 
role to play. He wanted to get the ball rolling by hiring 
Berger and by initiating the Ulster 2040 process.
How important to him is an economic kickstart? Ryan 
currently has two deputy county executives, Marc 
Rider in charge of operations and John Milgrim in 
charge of strategy. There’s an unfilled line position 
in the county budget for a third deputy. Ryan brings 
up the possibility of the third deputy position being 
filled by someone in charge of the development func-
tions? He says he’s not sure. “I could see that,” he said.
Urban economist Enrico Moretti posited seven 
years ago in The New Geography of Jobs that geog-
raphy substantially determined economic vitality. 
Metropolitan areas with high education levels and 
some technological capabilities were highly advan-
taged when it came to economic development, the 
Berkeley scholar wrote. But individual firms across 
an increasing number of industries were becoming 
more fluid and footloose. Regions close to the largest 
urban agglomerations deemed overpriced or lacking 
in lifestyle amenities could face fierce competition 
from more distant regions with lower costs of living.    
Ryan and Weidemann have not yet convened the mem-
bers of the Ulster 2040 working group. Stay tuned. 
  

phyllis mccabe

Pat Ryan

A Column for All, 
About Justice for All

 
 REPAIRING HARM TO VICTIMS 

A  
50-year war on drugs has led to increasingly 
high rates of incarceration, recidivism, and an 
emphasis on punishment over more effective 
 and financially practical alternatives.  

 
The United States incarcerates a higher percentage of 
its population than any other country: over 6.7 million 
adults or 3.1 percent of the adult U.S. population is behind 
bars, on probation, or on parole. African American men 
are imprisoned at six times the rate for whites. In Ulster 
County, over 80% of the people spending time in our 
jail have been involved in non-violent low-level crime. 
Research has shown that rather than curbing crime, 
this encourages nonviolent offenders to become violent 
criminals in a system that devastates families, victims, 
and communities. The high financial costs also ravage 
state and county budgets. 

Criminal justice in our community should be more than 
simply punishing, it should, when possible, repair the 
harm to the victim and the community, give wrongdoers 
a way back into society, and cut financial costs. And, yes, 
this is possible, with documented successes in other cities 
and towns throughout the nation. Achieving justice in a 
restorative way requires holding offenders accountable, 
ensuring they take responsibility, and giving victims 
a voice. It allows victims and the community a greater 
voice in determining outcomes and reparations. When 
successful, the offender can repair the harm, give the 
victim a sense that justice has been done, and reintegrate 
back into the community. 

Let me be clear- not every offender is eligible for 
restorative justice. Our most violent and dangerous 
offenders will not reenter the community. Instead, 
restorative justice is a means of ensuring the punishment 
fits the crime while strengthening our community. 

In Ulster County, the Restorative Justice and Community 
Empowerment Center that was opened by the county 
legislature in 2018 to help stem the local school-to-
prison pipeline and the county’s existing alternatives to 
incarceration programs are commendable beginnings. 
We can do more and we must do more because our 
existing model of crime control is failing our community. 

Dave Clegg brings four decades of experience practicing 
criminal defense, and nine years as an Ulster County 
Public Defender. He has fought for the rights of victims his 
entire career. Dave is the Chairperson of the Ulster County 
Human Rights Commission and has been a leader in our 
community for decades.

P A I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

\1
WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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ShoutOut!
Third year of festival brings new lineup, and favorites

A robust schedule of events has 

been released for October’s month-
long Shout Out Saugerties festival, 
which aims to showcase local artistic 
talent and bring culture and creative 

activities to the community. This third iteration of 
the festival features a swathe of local musicians, 
dance classes, on-the-spot pet portraits, poets 
writing haikus for passers-by on typewriters, plays 
by local playwrights, workshops in writing and 
collage-making, a performance from a Billboard 
chart-topping artist and a house made from water 
chestnuts. The fest’s organizers say that this is the 
best line-up they’ve had yet.

“Every year we keep working out the kinks,” said 
organizer Robert Langdon of the Emerge Gallery 
on Main St. “We find out what’s right and what’s 
wrong and we try to correct that. This year, a lot of 
people are stepping up to help, the community is 
getting more involved. There’s a lot more activity 
and a lot more events that would be really appealing 
to the community than we had in previous years.”

The first week of the festival will launch from the 
New Ulster Marina in Kingston aboard the Dugong 
Schooner at 3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 28 with a 
series of musical acts on the river. From noon until 
5 p.m. on the next Saturday, Oct. 5, 20 local bands 
will play throughout the village for an event dubbed 
Make Music Saugerties: artists include Malcolm 
Cecil, Paul Clarke, Finn, Celeste Graves, The Grit 
Gang, Hervey Sunside, KAT Sounds Project, Lost 
Aesthetic, Spaghetti Eastern, Finding Alice, South 
Indian dance with Sloka Iyengar, Roses and Rust 
and Walter Dominicis and El Rancho Deluxo’s Cu-
ban Blues Band. After the unveiling of “Reclaimed: 
Art from Recycled Materials” at the Emerge Gallery, 
Laura Stevenson will perform with accompaniment 
from violinist Aidan Kohler at 7:30 p.m.. Stevenson, 
who has been written up by Pitchfork and Rolling 
Stone and praised on NPR, recently moved to Sau-
gerties and looks forward to her musical debut in 
her new home. She describes her style as “writerly 
alternative folk music.”

“ I was thinking about doing the record release 
somewhere in the Hudson Valley somewhere where 
the record came out — This is like my unofficial 
Hudson Valley record release,” said Stevenson, 
referring to her newest album ‘The Big Freeze,’ 
which was released in spring and ranked #11 on 
Billboard alternative album charts upon its re-
lease. “It’s really, really nice. I’ve never played in 
Saugerties before...I’m really excited to be a part 
of the community.”

Back from previous years are Will Nixon and 
Sari Grandstaff, who will write haikus for those 
who ask outside of Love Bites Café on Sunday, Oct 

6. From 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. Close by on the Tamayo 
Green at 89 Partition St, Rae Stangs “Handmade 
Carnival,” featuring games of skill and chance, will 
coincide with a mask and puppet-making workshop 
with “narrative artist” Joanna Pagano Weber. At 4 
p.m., carnival goers can walk back down the street 
to Emerge Gallery for a talk given by Steven Petrucci, 
who owned an art gallery in the village from 75 until 
the 90’s, and art historian Bruce Weber. 

“I think people are more aware of the talent we 
have here. I think artists are interacting more,” said 
festival-creator Suzanne Bennett of how Shout Out 
has bolstered the local creative community.  “This, I 
think, could be characterized by the event. It started 
last year when a group of people came together and 
made the amazing Flotsam and Jetsam [made of 
water bottles and] other kinds of plastics...became a 
huge dragon. It’s now hanging in the public library. 
That was six people who came together, and other 
people who stopped by. This year they’re working 
with water chestnut. That kind of collaboration, 
it fosters them coming together and exposure to 
creative activities. I think we have increased com-
munity involvement and that really pleases me, the 
numbers of people who have come forward and 
contributed ideas and programs that they’d like to 
see happen. I think there’s a lot more ownership in 
the community about the festival”

Bennett said that, although a record number of 
volunteers have already come forward, help is still 
needed — those who are interested can contact 
festival organizers on their Facebook page or at 
www.shoutoutsaugerties.org

 
- Christina Coulter

 
OCTOBER 4 -6 
Oct 4    5:00-7:00p.m. —  Reclaimed: Live … 

Demonstration of recycled art used for The Water 
Chestnut House community sculpture project. 
Emerge Gallery 228 Main, Saugerties

Oct 5 12:00-5:00p.m. — Make Music Sauger-
ties — An afternoon of music throughout the village

Oct 5 5:00 — 7:00p.m. — Opening Recep-
tion for Reclaimed: Art from Recycled Materials.
Emerge Gallery, 228 Main St, Saugerties

Oct 5 7:30-9:30p.m. —  Laura Stevenson in 
Concert - Saugerties Reformed Church, 173 Main 
St, Saugerties (TICKETS ON BROWN PAPER 
TICKETS)

Oct 6 1:00-3:00p.m. —  Street Haiku  — Let 
Will Nixon and Sari Grandstaff write you a Haiku.
Love Bites Restaurant — 69 Partition St, Saugerties

Oct 6 1:00-4:00 p.m. — Rae’s Handmade Car-
nival  &  Mask and Puppet Making with Joanne. 
Tamayo’s Green — 89a Partition St, Saugerties

Oct 6 4:00-5:30 p.m. —  A Conversation 
with Walter F. Petrucci and Bruce Weber.
Emerge Gallery, 228 Main, Saugerties

 
OCTOBER 11 - 13
Oct 11 6:00-8:00 p.m. — Latin Dance class with 

Carlos Osorio.PC Smith’s Hardware Tunnel, 227 
Main St, Saugerties

Oct 12 3:00-8:00 p.m. —  Theater Alive: 
Three Original Plays by Local Playwrights
Masonic Lodge, 19 Russell St, Saugerties

Oct 13 1:00-4:00 p.m. —  Street Pet Por-
traits — Artists will create a painting of your pet
Lucky Chocolates, 113a Partition St, Saugerties

                                                                                                                                          
Wednesday Oct 16 — 7:00-9:00 p.m. Cinema 

Alive: Screening of “Little White Lie” with Film-
maker Lacey Schwartz Delgado.  Saugerties Public 
Library, 91 Washington Ave, Saugerties

 
OCTOBER 18 - 20
Oct 18 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Willem & the Were-

wolf: A Medieval Love Story — Actors from Actors 
& Writers will be performing a play by writer and 
former Executive Director of Opus 40 Tad Richards. 

Opus 40, Barbara Fite Room at the House on 
the Quarry, 50 Fite Rd, Saugerties

Oct 19 3:00-4:30 p.m. — Secret Saugerties — 
Think you know all the art-filled nooks and crannies 
around Saugerties? Think again (various locations). 

Oct 19 5:00-7:00 p.m. —  Collage Demo with 
Loel Barr & Ann Morris. Emerge Gallery, 228 Main, 
Saugerties

Oct 19 7:00-9:00 p.m. — Cinema Alive: Screen-
ing of High School Student Short Films and “Voices 
of the Esopus” Preview.  Saugerties Public Library, 
91 Washington Ave, Saugerties

Oct 20 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. —  Workshop: 
Exploring the Collage Essay with Nancy Kline.
Emerge Gallery, 228 Main, Saugerties

Oct 20 10:00am-12:00p.m. — Upcycled Jewel-
ry Workshop w/ Alicia Stang.Rosie’s Vintage, 114 
Partition St, Saugerties

Oct 20 2:30-4:00 p.m. —  Laugh-Cryathon: 
Interactive Sounds of Release with Linda Mary 
Montano & Special Guests. Saugerties Public Li-
brary (lawn), 91 Washington Ave, Saugerties

Oct 20 5:00-6:30 p.m. - Discussion: Artists, Com-
mitment, Community, with Linda Marsten-Reid
Emerge Gallery, 228 Main St, Saugerties

 
Wednesday, Oct 23 — 7:00-9:00 p.m. Cinema 

Alive: Screening “Killer of Sheep” with director 
Charles Burnett. Saugerties Public Library, 91 
Washington Ave, Saugerties

 
OCTOBER 25 - 27
Oct 25 7:30-8:30 p.m. — Theater Alive: Skin 

of Our Teeth  — Community theater reading of 
the Thornton Wilder Pulitzer Prize winning play.  
Masonic Lodge, 19 Russell St, Saugerties

Oct 26 4:00-5:30 p.m. — Reading: Writing With 
Scissors  — Interactive Writing project happening 
throughout the month followed by a reading. 
Emerge Gallery, 228 Main St, Saugerties

Oct 26 8:00-11:00 p.m. —  Theater Alive: 
Cream of Shorts — Staged reading of short plays.
Masonic Lodge 19 Russell St, Saugerties

Oct 27 2:00-4:00 p.m. —  Unveiling of “The 
Water Chestnut House”  community sculpture 
(location tbd)

 
 EXHIBITIONS 

September 7 - 29 
Terrain: Art Inspired By Landscape,
Cityscapes and Seascapes 
 
September 6 - November 3
Peter Bradley: New Work 
Oyster Point Gallery, Red Bank NJ in 
collaboration with Oyster Point Hotel 
and Ellen Martin
 
October 5 - 27 
Reclaimed: Art Created With Recycled Material

Will Nixon and Sari Grandstaff . During the ShoutOut Saugerties Festival, stop by and talk with them on the 
sidewalk in front of Love Bites and they will write you a haiku on an old-fashioned typewriter.

\4
WHY PRINT?

The record A newspaper can 
be archived and used by future 
generations to learn about 
our time. Web posts are often 
edited several times and rarely 
well archived. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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CommunityNotes

COMMUNITY
Saugerties Food Truck Festival
The last Saugerties Food Truck Festival for the year 
will be held on Thursday, Sept. 19 from 4:30-9 p.m. 
at Cantine Veterans Memorial fi eld. All vendor fees 
and donations will benefi t repairs and renovation of 
Small World Playground. The festival is sponsored 
by the Community Foundation of Saugerties. Craft 
vendors are welcome and may participate for a $25 
fee. To obtain a vendor spot, call 246-0784 or email 
Marjorie Block at harry39a@aol.com or Gail Alison at 
gailalison@gmail.com.

Free car seat clinic for families
“Seat Check Saturday,” a free car seat clinic for families, 
will be held on Saturday, Sept. 21 from 2-6 p.m. at the 
Lynch Firehouse, 5 Theodore Pl in Saugerties. The event 
co-sponsored by SUNY Ulster, the Saugerties Police De-
partment and the Ulster County Sheriff ’s Department is 
in recognition of National Child Passenger Safety Week. 
Parents and caregivers may bring child seats to the clinic 
to be checked for safety recalls and safe installation.
Every year, thousands of children are injured or killed 
in car crashes, which are the leading cause of death for 
children ages 1-12. Most children ages 8-12 who were 
seriously injured or killed in crashes were not wearing 
seat belts or were not wearing them correctly. These 
children are also more likely to get hurt in crashes when 
riding in the front seat. Many parents and caregivers 
assume they know how to choose and use the correct 
child restraints for their children, but three out of every 
four children are riding at an increased risk of injury 
because their car seats are not being used correctly. 
For more information, contact Pamela Wanning at 
wanningp@sunyulster.edu.

‘Junk in the Trunk’  sale
St. John The Evangelist Church at 915 Route 212 will 
hold a “Junk in the Trunk” sale on Saturday, Sept. 21 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Vendors will display items to 
purchase in open trunks. Admission for buyers is free. 
Cost to participate is $15 per space. Reservations are 
a must, by calling (845) 246-7846.

Bunco Party at the Saxton Firehouse
Enjoy a Bunco Party to support the Saxton Firehouse 
Auxiliary on Saturday, Sept. 21 from 7-9 p.m. at the 
Saxton Firehouse, 3853 Route 32 in Saugerties. The 
cost is $1.50 per person. Everyone will win a prize, with 
door prizes and a small raffl  e. Refreshments will be 
served at the end of the night. For more information, 
call Auxiliary President Dawn Valk at (518) 943-2128.

Friends of the Asbury Cemetery meeting
The Friends of the Asbury Cemetery will meet on Satur-
day, Sept. 21 at 10 a.m. at Saugerties United Methodist 
Church, 67 Washington Ave. The cemetery is located 
on School House Road and is the burial site of John 
Crawford, one of the early circuit riders who carried 
Methodism up and down the Hudson Valley in the late 
18th century. Anyone interested in joining the Friends 
group may come to the meeting. For more information, 
call (845) 246-9289.

Cat’n Around Catskill Auction and Gala
The Cat ‘n Around Catskill artisan-created cats are 
headed back to Historic Catskill Point, 1 Main St., for 
the Heart of Catskill Association’s (HOCA) 12th annual 
Cat ‘n Around Catskill auction and gala on Saturday, 
Sept. 21. The auction preview runs from 4-5 p.m. The 
live auction will start at 5 p.m. and conclude when all 
50 cats have new homes, (usually by 7 p.m.). Tickets 
to attend the auction cost $25, with beverages and 
a souvenir wine or beer glass included. Attendees 
will enjoy an assortment of hors d’oeuvres, light 
fare and savories provided by Sean Meagher, owner 
of Creekside Restaurant and Bar in Catskill. Cat’n 
Around Catskill merchandise will also be available, 
including a Cat ‘n Around T-shirt and 2019 mugs.
Purchase a raffl  e ticket for a chance to win cat number 
eight, “Grandifl ora” by Nancy Whelan. Raffl  e tickets cost 
$5 or fi ve for $20, available at www.catskill.ny.org using 

PayPal or call (518) 943-0989 to use a credit card. The 
Greene County Chamber of Commerce at 327 Main St. 
and The Wine Cellar at 212 West Bridge St. are also 
selling tickets, or purchase at the event. The auction 
is HOCA’s annual fundraising event, with proceeds 
supporting local organizations. For gala tickets or more 
information, call (518) 943-0989.

Huckleberry Point fall equinox sunset hike
Overlook Mountain Center (OMC) guides Glenn Kreis-
berg and Dave Holden will lead a fall equinox sunset 
hike to Huckleberry Point, along the Wall of the Manitou, 
on Sunday, Sept. 22 from 3-6 p.m. Encounter Manitou 
Achsinal (spirit stones) along the way in the form of 
hundreds of purposefully-stacked stone piles (cairns) 
and a short east/west wall that aligns with the setting 
sun. Meet at the DEC trailhead parking lot at the top 
of Platte Clove Rd. in Devil’s Kitchen. Bring water and 
a snack and dress for the forecast. Wear good hiking 
shoes. For more information, call (845) 417-8384 or 
visit www.overlookmountain.org.

The Hurley Democratic Committee presents 
screening of The Organizer
The Hurley Democratic Committee will present a free 

screening of the documentary fi lm, The Organizer, on 
Sunday, Sept. 22 at 2 p.m. at the West Hurley Fire-
house on Wall St. in West Hurley. Hurley Democratic 
candidates for town offi  ces will be on hand to listen to 
concerns and answer questions. The fi lm is a portrait 
of Wade Rathke, the controversial founder of ACORN, 
as well as an exploration of the often maligned and 
misunderstood occupation of community organizing. 
Before its infamous demise following several highly 
publicized scandals, ACORN was the largest community 
organization in the country with more than 175,000 
members. Undeterred, Rathke is building new organi-
zations around the world and trying to rebuild at home.
The Organizer won the Audience Award for Best 
Feature Documentary at the 2017 Woodstock Film 
Festival. The fi lm was produced by Glenford native 
Joey Carey, a founding partner of Sundial Pictures. 
Admission is by suggested donation of $10. For more 
information, email Hurleydemsny@gmail.com or visit 
www.hurleydems.com.

Sawyer Motors/Sawyer Chevy golf tournament
Rip Van Winkle Country Club in Palenville will be the site 
for the 28th annual S.A.A. Golf Tournament on Sunday, 
Sept. 22. The sponsors are Sawyer Motors and Sawyer 

Saugerties Farmers Market
The Saugerties Farmers Market will be open Saturday, Sept. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 115 Main St., across from 
Cahill Elementary School. The Kiwanis Club of Saugerties will sponsor a cook-off , with talented home cooks 
showing off  their skills with food purchased at the market. Popular vote determines the winner. Fall squash-
es are starting to appear at the market, as are tomatoes, eggplant, melons, and peppers. Apples, pears, and 
grapes are plentiful. Dirty Dog Farm has pasture-raised beef, pork and chicken, and Lynnhaven Nubians off ers 
delicious goat cheese and yogurt. Gluten-free bread from Our Daily Bread and gluten-free treats from Sunporch 
Baked Goods are favorites even among the non-gluten-free crowd, and Ohana Café has added cookies and 
muffi  ns to their repertoire. Rock ‘n’ Raw Edibles makes a variety of herb pestos and sells locally made cheeses.
Cedar Ridge Nursery off ers mums in many colors and fall plants for the garden, and grab a cup of coff ee from Rough 
House Roasters and sit at the café tables to listen to Ron Renninger playing old and new favorites. At the Art Corner, 
local artist Anita Barbour will show kids how to make interlocking origami baskets – the fi rst origami project of the 
season.

The market doubles the value of SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly food stamps) with 
fi nancial donations from Town & Country Liquors and the Kiwanis Club of Saugerties, and accepts FMNP (Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program), senior and veterans’ coupons. The market season continues every Saturday through Oct. 
26, with the exception of Garlic Festival Saturday, Sept. 28. For more information, visit SaugertiesFarmersMarket.
com.
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Chevy. Bob Siracusano and George Sisco of Sawyer 
Motors in Saugerties along with Larry Siracusano from 
Sawyer Chevy in Catskill are looking forward to anoth-
er successful tournament. The format is a “Captain & 
Crew Scramble” with a 10 a.m. shotgun start. The fi rst 
hole-in-one on hold #8 wins a new 2020 Jeep Glad-
iator. A putting contest will net the winner $5,000.
The tournament is sold out. With the large number 
of teams, all players must report at least 20 minutes 
prior to the tee-off . Hole assignments are as follows:
Hole #1: Mike Snyder, Rich Snyder, Peg Snyder, Fran Hal-
lion. Hole # 1A: Geroge Sisco, Mark Jubie, Bill Whitbeck, 
Mike Sanders. Hole # 2: Jim Dolan, William Mellin, Eric 
Mellin, Paul Mellin. Hole #2A: Ken J. Wamsley, Kevin 
Wamsley, Ken O. Wamsley, John Wamsley. Hole # 3: 
Mike Riorden, Mark Brandow, Fred Hayes, Matt Hatha-
way. Hole # 3A: Greg Jones, Chris Alberts, Jed Zagasie, 
TBD. Hole #4: John Renner, George Felton, Todd Felton, 
TBD. Hole # 4A: Lance Salmi, Jack Wennstrom, Steve 
Jones, Ed Vanostrand. Hole # 5: Oliver Menon, Jeremy 
Cornielson, Ben Fox, Aero Ferrendino. Hole #5A: Cin-
dy Fowler, Donna Sickles, TBD, TBD. Hole #6: Chuck 
Schirmer, Will Perks, Tom Tynan, TBA. Hole #6A: Zack 
Torak, Kris Snyder, Mark Fabiano, Dan Tienken. Hole #7: 
Bill Murphy, Tim Baxter, Randy Nilsen, Chris Fabiano. 
Hole # 7A: Damion Ferraro, Dennis Ferraro, Kevin 
Hinchey, Kevin Michaels. Hole # 8: Mike Torchia Sr, 
Mike Torchia Jr., Bob Trowbridge, Victor Churchill. Hole 
# 8A: Dean Myers, Jason Edwards, Joey Schrowang, 
Nick Schrowang. Hole #9: Jackie Wipple, Jim Pirro, 
Barb Erceg, Alice Kirlauski. Hole #9A: Joe Cotich, Sr., 
Joe Cotich, Jr., John Cotich, Chris Cotich.

Free forum on New York Health Act
Learn about the New York Health Act, a bill that pro-
poses universal, comprehensive healthcare for all New 
Yorkers while saving New York State billions of dollars. 
The Campaign for New York Health and the Reformed 
Church of High Woods invite the public to a free forum 
on Monday, Sept. 23 from 7-8:30 p.m. at 1290 Church 
Rd. The program includes speakers Elissa Krauss, a 
Campaign for New York Health activist and Pastor 
Catherine Schuyler of the United Methodist Church 
of Quarryville/Saugerties and Catskill, with time for 
questions and answers. For more information, call (845) 
324-0741 or visit www.nyhcampaign.org.

Chamber of Commerce mixer
The Saugerties Chamber of Commerce will hold a mixer 
on Wednesday, Sept. 25 at 6:30 p.m. at Opus 40, 50 Fite 
Road in Saugerties. Light refreshments will be available. 
The evening will feature a talk by guest speaker Don 
Suster, consultant to the Saugerties Planning Board. 
Hear about the history of Opus 40 and learn what is 
going on in Saugerties. Everyone is invited.

Garlic Fest parking and road closures
Residents are advised to take note of traffi  c re-
strictions, road closures and parking regulations at 
Cantine Veterans Memorial Complex and adjacent 
roads prior to, during and after the Garlic Festival, 
which takes place the weekend of Sept. 28-29.
On Wednesday, Sept. 25, traffi  c will be restricted and/
or road closures take place on Bob Moser Dr., Pavilion 
St. and Court Dr. There will be no through traffi  c. On 
Friday, Sept. 27, traffi  c onto Bob Moser Dr., Pavilion 
St. and Court Dr. will be restricted to those involved 
with Garlic Festival set-up and related deliveries and 
permit holders, who must use the assigned gate dic-
tated on their permit. There will be no through traffi  c.
On Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 28-29, only permit 
holders will be allowed to access the complex through 
the assigned gate dictated by their permit. All permits 
must be affi  xed to vehicles. All permit holders must have 
their vehicles behind their assigned booth or in assigned 
vendor parking no later than 8:45 a.m. Gates will be 
secured at that time; no exceptions. Traffi  c restrictions or 
changes in traffi  c patterns may be instituted on Wash-
ington Ave. Ext or adjacent streets during the festival. 
Mike Krout Rd. from HITS gate A to Washington Ave. is 
one-way, westbound during both days of the festival.
Handicapped parking during the festival will be in 
parking lot A, with ingress and egress from Wash-
ington Ave., gate W-5, which is the northerly-most 
gate into parking lot A. On Monday, Sept. 30 and 
Tuesday, Oct. 1, traffi  c restrictions and/or road clo-
sures may take place on Bob Moser Dr., Pavilion 
St. and Court Dr. There will be no through traffi  c.
During all of the above time frames, Saugerties High 
School students who use the complex for school parking 
will park in parking lot A or the South Ice Arena parking 
lot on school days prior to and after Garlic Weekend.
Preferred on-site parking is available at a cost of $10 
per vehicle. It is the only on-site parking available for 
the festival and purchase must be made in advance 
online or the day of, provided the parking lot is not 

full. Use gate W-6, South Ice Arena, off  Washing-
ton Ave. for access to preferred on-site parking.
All other public parking, which is free, is located in 
parking lots at Saugerties High School (blue parking) 
and HITS (orange and parking lot C). Those traveling 
in the area should make plans to allow for anticipated 
parking and traffi  c congestion. Motorists are advised 
to expect possible delays on NY State Routes 9W, 212, 
32 and on the New York State Thruway (I-87). Police 
and traffi  c control/parking attendants will help ease 
confusion and keep congestion and inconvenience to 
a minimum. For more information, visit www.511ny.org 
or www.hvgf.org, email parksinfo@saugerties.ny.us or 
call (845) 246-5890, ext. 310. 

Slideshow tour of The Holy Land
Rev. John Needham will present a slideshow of his 
many trips to Israel on Saturday, Sept. 28 at 6 p.m. 
at Blue Mountain Reformed Church, 10 Blue Moun-
tain Church Rd. in Saugerties. Needham will share 
his insight of the significance of many of the sacred 
Biblical sites and how they relate to the life of Jesus 
Christ. Refreshments will be served. Everyone is 
welcome; bring a friend.

Catskill Mountain Railroad lengthens ride 
with track renovations
Catskill Mountain Railroad (CMRR) has completed 
an additional 1.67 miles of track renovations in 2019, 
increasing the length of its ride by nearly 60 percent. 
The track now reaches Route 28A at MP 8.33 in Stony 
Hollow, giving customers a 9-mile roundtrip ride from 
Kingston. With the railroad now at the westernmost 
end of its Ulster County permit along the former Ulster 
and Delaware Railroad, CMRR’s fall foliage trains will 
start using the new extended track on Sept. 28. The 
railroad is petitioning the county to allow crossing over 
Route 28A in Stony Hollow, which has been paved 
over. The organization would also like to continue ren-
ovating track to MP 10.01 near the Ashokan Reservoir.
The Ashokan Rail Trail is anticipated to open in Octo-
ber, made possible by county-removed railroad track. 
CMRR hopes to get permission to relay track to the new 
trailhead in West Hurley at MP 10.4 to enable them to 
operate Thursday-through-Sunday shuttle service from 
Kingston Plaza. CMRR also has plans to extend its ride 
to the Glenford Dike at MP 11.1. The location will off er 
passengers access to the beautiful vistas of the Ashokan 
Reservoir and a scenic destination for the trains.
Fall Foliage Adventure trains will operate weekends 
from Sept. 28 to Columbus Day. Pumpkin Express 
trains will run weekends from Oct. 19-27, and Rails of 
Terror on Friday and Saturday nights from Oct. 12-26. 
Polar Express begins Nov. 15. For more information, 
visit www.catskillmountainrailroad.com.

Former MLB pitching coach will join 
Saugerties Stallions in 2020
The Saugerties Stallions welcome former Major League 
Baseball coach Rich Dubee as the pitching coach for 
the 2020 season. He is the fi rst of three assistant 
coaches expected to join the Stallions next year. 
Dubee has more than 40 years of coaching experience 
working for the Florida Marlins, Philadelphia Phillies, 
and Detroit Tigers. In addition to helping coach a 
world series championship team in Philadelphia, he 
has worked with some of the game’s best pitchers, 
including Justin Verlander, Cole Hamels, Roy Halladay 
and Cliff  Lee. His knowledge of the game will bring 
developing young college pitchers to the next level.
The Stallions could not be more excited to add a coach 
of Dubee’s stature to their staff , says team owner, 
Kevin Hinchey. “Rich is one of the most experienced 
pitching coaches in the country. Every year we strive 
to improve our program, and to have him on our staff  
is a true gift to not only our incoming pitchers but to 
our entire program. This is going to be an exceptional 
upcoming season.”

No-kill rescue options for cats in need
The Cast Aside to Survive (CATS) organization was 
formed as a no-kill rescue option for abandoned, un-
claimed, stray, injured and feral felines. The group off ers 
low-cost trap-neuter-vaccinate-return (TNVR) services 
and funding to those in need. Fostering, socializing, 
adopting and education are all important in reducing 
the overpopulation of felines. Although the group cur-
rently does not have a brick-and-mortar location, they 
strive to place kittens into approved foster homes while 
awaiting adoption placement. Looking for a rescued 
kitten to adopt? Have strays in your neighborhood that 
are reproducing? Have a family pet that needs neuter-
ing? Write to CastAsideToSurvive@gmail.com, message 
the group on Facebook at “CastAsideToSurvive” or use 
the “contact us” link at www.CastAsideToSurvive.org. 
Volunteers are also needed.

History presentation about Civil War years 
at Lake Mohonk
The Friends of Historic Saugerties will present “Enter-
prise and Courage: The Civil War Years at Lake Mohonk” 
on Saturday, Oct. 5 at 2 p.m. in the community room of 
the Saugerties Public Library, 91 Washington Ave. Ev-
eryone is welcome, seating is limited. Admission is free.
Visitors to Lake Mohonk in the Shawangunk Mountains 
saw a very diff erent place during the Civil War. Find 
out how diff erent as local scholar-author Robi Joseph-
son  traces the earliest days of the mountain house 
tradition in an illustrated program. He will examine the 
origins of tourism as launched by John F. Stokes – a 
local farmer who had opened a summer hotel – and 
tensions brewed between North and South and our 
nation hurtled toward civil war. During his lifetime, 
Stokes was called a man of “enterprise and courage,” a 
phrase also applied to mountain families who scratched 
a living from a harsh land and to their men who fought 
a brutal Civil War far from home.

Katsbaan Reformed Church celebration of 
past and future
The landmark steeple of the historic Katsbaan Reformed 
Church at 1801 Old King’s Hwy. in Saugerties has been 
restored to its former glory. A celebration will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 5 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., with historical 
re-enactors and organ music played on the restored 
century-old instrument from 1-1:40 p.m. A dedication of 
the newly repaired steeple will be at 2 p.m. Attendees 
are encouraged to tour the 300-year-old stone church. 
Refreshments will be available. For more information, 
call the church at (845) 246-7928. Pastor Jim Macarille 
has offi  ce hours on Thursdays from 6-8 p.m.

Fall Festival with chili take-out sale, 
pre-ordering recommended
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. 
will hold their annual Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct. 
5 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event includes an indoor/
outdoor yard sale with homemade baked goods and 
mums. Light lunch is available. There will also be a chili 
take-out sale during the festival, with pre-ordering 
highly recommended, as only limited quantities will be 
available at the event. Pick up chili any time during the 
festival. The cost is $8 per quart. Meat and vegetarian 
varieties are available. Pre-order by calling Barb at 
246-5035 or Joanne at 246-7084 or email refsaug@
yahoo.com. For more information about the festival, call 
(845) 246-2867 or visit www.saugertiesreformed.org.

Roast beef dinner
Saugerties United Methodist Church at 67 Washington 
Ave. will host a roast beef dinner on Saturday, Oct. 5 
with two seatings, at 5 and 6:30 p.m. Take-out dinners 
are also available. The menu includes roast beef, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, buttered carrots, coleslaw, Italian 
bread, relish tray, dessert and beverage. The cost is $13 
for adults, $6 for children ages 5-12 and free for kids 
under age fi ve. For reservations, call 246-7802.

Saugerties Democratic Committee sponsors 
forum on criminal justice reform
Dave Clegg, candidate for Ulster County district attor-
ney and March Gallagher, candidate for Ulster County 
comptroller, will participate with Ulster County Sheriff  
Juan Figueroa in a forum on crime safety entitled, “Get 
Smart on Crime: Public Safety and Criminal Justice 
Reform,” on Thursday, Oct. 10 from 7-9 p.m. at the Sau-
gerties Senior Center on 207 Market St. The forum will 
be moderated by Cheryl Roberts, executive director of 
the Greenburger Center for Social and Criminal Justice, 
and Rashida Tyler, cofounder of the Kingston Tenants 
Union and a State Board member of Citizen Action of NY.
Panelists will examine the vision, the practice and the 
cost of criminal justice reform in Ulster County. Through 
lively discussion and an audience question-and-answer 
period, the participants will talk about eff ective ways to 
deal with the opioid crisis, mental health issues, poverty, 
inequality, recidivism and other root causes of criminal 
behavior. The public is invited to submit questions prior 
to the forum at SaugertiesDems@gmail.com.

Annual New York City bus trip
Tickets are available now for the Girl’s Community 
Club’s annual New York City bus trip on Saturday, 
Dec. 7., which departs from the Big Lot parking 
lot in Saugerties on Rte. 212 at 7 a.m. and returns 
home from New York City at 6:30 p.m. Roundtrip 
tickets cost $38. Make checks payable to “The Girl’s 
Community Club” and mail to Leeanne Thornton, 88 
Washington Ave., Saugerties NY 12477. For more 
information, call Thornton at (845) 246-5652.

Wreaths Across America
The Saugerties VFW Post 5034 will host its annual 
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bus trip to the Saratoga National Cemetery in con-
junction with the national “Wreaths Across America” 
program. The purpose of the trip is to remember the 
fallen, honor those who serve, and teach children the 
value of freedom by laying wreaths on the grave sites 
of those who served our country in the armed ser-
vices. Similar ceremonies will be conducted at more 
than 1,200 locations around the world on Dec. 14.
The bus will leave the Greco Senior Center in Saugerties 
on Dec. 14 at 9 a.m. and return at approximately 5 p.m. 
Attendees will participate in a ceremony that includes 
instructions on the laying of the wreaths. The ceremony 
lasts 30 minutes. Folding chairs are permitted. Partici-
pants should dress for the weather. A cash luncheon will 
be held afterward at the Schuylerville American Legion 
Hall before heading home. The cost is $15 per person. 
To make a reservation, call Bob Howe at 246-8510.
Last year Wreaths Across America placed wreaths on 
all of the 11,000 grave sites in the Saratoga National 
Cemetery. The same is planned for this year. Those 
unable to attend may donate $15 (the cost of a wreath) 
or more. Make checks payable to Saugerties VFW Post 
5034 and mail to VFW Post 5034, Box 152, Saugerties 
NY 12477-0152.

Fundraiser for Aaron Levine 
A fundraiser for Aaron Levine’s campaign for the Ulster 
County Legislature’s 1st District in Saugerties will be 
held on Thursday, September 19 from 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 
at the Rip Van Winkle Country Club, 3200 Route 23A, 
Palenville. The event will include an open bar for wine, 
beer, and soda; hot appetizers and salad; and coff ee 
and tea with Deising’s desserts. Suggested donation 
levels are Friend: $25, Guest: $50, and Supporter: 
$100, but any contribution is welcome. Please RSVP 
to aaronlevine66@gmail.com or call 845-417-3422. If 
you cannot attend, but would still like to make a con-
tribution, donations can be sent to «Friends of Aaron 
Levine», C/O Ken Goldberg, 1066 Churchland Lane, 
Saugerties NY 12477. 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

SAC to meet
The Saugerties Arts Commission will meet on Friday, 
Sept. 27, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. in the Supervisor’s Confer-
ence Room, 4 High Street, Saugerties

Daryl Magill with Sass and Brass at The Partition
The Partition Bar at 124 Partition St. in Saugerties 
(behind Bella Luna’s) welcomes former Woodstock 
resident Daryl Magill for a performance with Sass & 
Brass on Friday, Sept. 20 from 8-11 p.m. Magill was 
lead singer for The Big Smoothies, and Sass & Brass is 
a locally-based, nine-piece band made up of former 
members of The Big Smoothies — Ed Flick, Kim Nicholas 
and Sam Newsome — along with Salvatore Santana, 
Mike Gesmundo, Aiden Nicholas, Jeremiah Mahoney, 
Tommy Porto and Aubrey Bruck. It’s a family aff air, as 
Bruck and Aiden Nicholas are the children of Ed Flick 
and Kim Nichol as. For more information, call (845) 
382-9954.

‘Terrain’ exhibition at Emerge Gallery
Emerge Gallery & Art Space at 228A Main St. is exhib-
iting “Terrain: Art Inspired by Landscapes, Seascapes 
and Cityscapes.” A closing reception will be held on 
Sunday, Sept. 29 from 2-5 p.m. Regular gallery hours 
are Fridays and Saturdays from noon to 6 p.m. and 
Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. For more information, 
visit https://www.emergegalleryny.com/ https://www.
emergegalleryny.com/.

Two exhibits at 11 Jane Street Art Center
11 Jane Street Art Center Gallery North is showing 
“Michael Pope: Synematika 190907” through Sunday, 
Sept. 29. The exhibit shows in-progress artworks, 
installation and interactions from the transmedia 
experience, “Sometimes You Get an Áydea – Some-
times an Áydea Gets You.” Pope is a self-taught 
filmmaker and video artist born and raised in New 
York City. Combining live musical performance and 
sound effects, he brings tableau vivant and instal-
lation elements to a feature-length experimental 
narrative. In the South Gallery, the center is showing 
“The Anatomy Show,” a group show with works that 
reflect the artists’ varied and personal relationship 
to the body, its place and our imagination of it. 
The show is also on view through Sunday, Sept. 29. 
Regular gallery hours are Saturdays and Sundays 
from noon to 5 p.m. or by appointment. For more 
information, visit www.11janestreet.com.

Oil painting demo at art association meeting
The Ulster County Art Association (UCAA) will feature a 

presentation by award-winning oil painter Scott Thomas 
Balfe on Tuesday Oct. 1, at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, 
207 Market St. Guests are welcome to attend. For more 
information, call UCAA president, Kristy Bishop, at 
(845) 246-8835 or visit www.KristyBishopStudio.com.

The Water Chestnut House event 
As part of the ShoutOut Saugerties Festival, a group 
of artists will demonstrate their process in making a 
structure from the invasive, sharp-pronged chestnuts 
that foul the shores of the Hudson River at Emerge 
Gallery, 228 Main St. on Friday, Oct. 4 at 7 p.m. The 
nuts will be used to create dense walls of a tiny house. 
The audience will watch as chestnuts are drilled and 
can help construct the walls.

Recycled materials exhibition
As part of the ShoutOut Saugerties Festival throughout 
the month of October, Emerge Gallery at 228 Main St. 
will host an exhibition showcasing the many ways that 
artists are experimenting with recycled materials, both 
organic and manmade. For more information, visit www.
emeregalleryny.com.

Street dance and music event
As part of the ShoutOut Saugerties Festival throughout 
the month of October, participate in an afternoon of 
music and dance on the streets of downtown Sauger-
ties on Saturday, Oct. 5 from noon to 5 p.m. Passers-
by are invited to move from storefront to storefront 
experiencing great music and dance along the way. 
Artists include Malcolm Cecil, Paul Clarke, Finn, Lost 
Aesthetic, Spaghetti Eastern, Finding Alice, El Rancho 
Deluxo’s Cuban blues band, and South Indian dance 
with Sloka Iyengar.

Laura Stevenson concert
Laura Stevenson is a Saugerties-based songwriter 
who has released five full-length albums over 
her decade-long career. She has been a Hudson 
Valley resident for five years and will make her 
Saugerties debut during the ShoutOut Saugerties 
Festival on Saturday, Oct. 5 from 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at the Reformed Church of Saugerties, 173 Main 
St. For more information, call (845) 246-2867, 
email refsaug@yahoo.com or visit https://www.
saugertiesreformed.org or https://www.shout-
outsaugerties.org.

Personalized haiku in front of Love Bites
As part of the ShoutOut Saugerties month-long festival, 
Will Nixon, street poet and author of “The Pocket Guide 
to Woodstock” and Sari Grandstaff  (@Haikutopia), a 
high school librarian and writer in Saugerties, will write 
haiku for passersby on an old-fashioned typewriter 
in front of Love Bites restaurant, 69 Partition St. on 
Sunday, Oct. 6 from 1-3 p.m. “Think of it as a poetic 
selfi e!” they say. For more information, visit www.
lovebitescafeny.com.

Puppet construction and games of chance
As part of the month-long ShoutOut Saugerties Fes-
tival, Rae Stang will bring her handmade games of 
skill and chance and Joanne Weber will demonstrate 
how to construct and decorate masks and puppets 
on Sunday, Oct. 6 from 1-4 p.m. at Tamayo’s Green, 
behind Bosco’s Mercantile at 89A Partition St. Enter 
from Partition Street thru the vine-covered stone arch. 
For all ages. For more information, visit https://www.
shoutoutsaugerties.org.

Artist talk with Bruce Weber
Walter F. Petrucci, owner of the Petrucci Gallery from 
1975 to 1994 will hold a conversation with Bruce Weber, 
art historian and authority on the Woodstock art colony 
on Sunday, Oct. 6 from 4-5:30 p.m. at Emerge Gallery, 
228 Main St. Learn more about the historic Woodstock 
art colony, the gallery and its colorful history. For more 
information, call (845) 247-7515 or email emergegal-
leryny@gmail.com.

LIBRARY

Motherless Daughters Support Group
A monthly support group for women who have lost their 
mothers or are estranged from their mothers will meet 
on Thursday, Sept. 19 at 6 p.m. in the community room.

Saugerties Film Society presents Stalag 17
Come to the community room on Friday, Sept. 20 for 
a free screening of the 1953 fi lm, Stalag 17, directed 
by Billy Wilder.

Defensive Driving course
A defensive driving course will be held Saturday, Sept. 

21 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost is $22. The class is ap-
proved through the Empire Safety Council and New 
York State Department of Motor Vehicles. The course 
may qualify participants to receive a 10 percent discount 
on car insurance. Register at the main circulation desk. 
Payment must be made when registering. Make checks 
payable to the instructor, Michelle Paolicelli.

Book Group
The reading selection for September is The Library Book 
by Susan Orlean. The group will meet on Wednesday, 
Sept. 25 at 6:30 pm in the community room.

Chess Club
Children ages 7-12 are invited to join the afterschool 
Chess Club on Thursdays from 3:30-5:30 p.m. Mr. Bassler 
will be on hand to give pointers on playing the game.

Email for beginners
Create an email account and learn how to use it on 
Tuesday, Oct. 1 from noon to 1 p.m. Register at the 
circulation desk or call 246-4317.

Drawing in Nature with Nancy DeNicolo
Learn how to keep a nature journal as a way to qui-
et the mind and connect with the natural world on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Practice 
easy mindfulness techniques to enhance focus and 
creativity, make handmade journals and use drawing 
techniques that improve observational skills and make 
room for an appreciation of the natural world. Basic 
supplies will be provided, but feel free to bring favorite 
papers and tools. Seating is limited. Sign up at the main 
circulation desk or call 246-4317.

Classes de Ingles/ English Class
Clases de Ingles gratis. No se requiere registro. Free 
English class. No registration required. Every Tuesday 
and Thursday from 9:15-10:45 a.m.

Free Fitness Classes
Get fi t on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 4-5 p.m. with an aerobic warm-up followed by 
a combination of band and body work. There will be 
an emphasis on core strengthening, working back and 
abs, ending with a relaxing stretch. The instructor is 
Connie Scuitto, RN and certifi ed Reiki Master. Try out 
the step class on Thursdays from 3:30-4 p.m.

Write Here, Write Now!
Grade 7-12 students are invited to drop in for a creative 
writing group every Monday from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Par-
ticipants choose the topic.

Teen Club
Join fellow teens after school for activities about pop 
culture, games, and more on Wednesdays from 3-4 p.m. 
There is frequently food available. The fi rst Wednesday 
of the month is Fandom Day. For students in grades 7-12. 

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington Ave. 
The library webpage is www.saugertiespubliclibrary.
org. Calls and emails are welcome at (845) 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.
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Sailin’ Around scores
Auction raises funds for Saugerties Animal Shelter

T he auction of the sail boats that 

have graced village streets all summer 
contained a Cinderella story. Titled 
“Sailin Around Saugerties,” the annual 
auction held Saturday, September 14 

at the Saugerties Performing Arts Factory raised 
money this year for the Saugerties Animal Shelter.

Ten-year-old Sophia Barnett’s lemonade stand, 
savings and sale of her crafts brought in $325. She 
had her heart set on “Princess Pride of the Hudson,” 
painted by Amy Stypulkowski, and, she said, she 
hoped no one would bid more than that.

Then came Barnet’s fairytale wizard — auction-
eer Bob Siracusano. He told Amy she could bid on 

the picture, and he would outbid her and pay for 
it. What emerged was a bidding contest between 
the two. The picture sold for $3050. Siracusano 
bought several additional boats in the course of 
the auction. Runner up was “Steel Magnolias” by 
Lillian Johnson at $2100.

While most of the artists chose to paint the 
boats as constructed, there were a few outliers. 
For instance Cody Bisignano’s “The Boat Book” 
was built on a shortened keel with no sails and 
two figures sitting in it, one rowing and the 
other holding a book. Gus Pedersen’s “Maritime 
Memories, set in a large rectangular frame, bore 
very little resemblance to the model. The boat 
sold for $1000.

Most of the winning bids were in the low 
hundreds of dollars, with bidding started at $100, 

$200 or $300, and some models went for the initial 
bid or only a little more. Then there were a few in 
the $600 to $300, with a couple at $1000 or more. 

Some humorous bits, used to bring out higher 
bids included bringing the artists out onto the floor 
to sit with the boat as the bids came in. For Jordan 
Sasso, sitting with her father in front of her boat, 
“Sunbeam,” the bidding reached $700.

Students from the high school Key Club helped 
out with moving the models out to the bidding floor. 
A first for the street art auction was the raffling 
of small boats built by Mark Danza and Aidan 
Jurofsic and painted by youngsters in the Cantine 
Summer Camp.

As the auction closed down, Siracusano ac-
knowledged he was tired after the long night’s 
auctioneering, but he said the event was the best 
ever auction. “I think it was the best turnout we 
ever had, I think that everybody stayed to the end, 
I think everybody had a good time and I must say 
we raised a good deal of money for the Saugerties 
Animal Shelter.”
    -David Gordon 

Auctioneer Bob Siracusano with Blue Moon Over 
Saugerties by Patti Morrow.

Mini sailboats created by kids in Cantine Summer 
Camp and raffl  ed.

 
 

  
  

One Hot Summer Sale!
Take 20% – 50% Off  

Trees and Shrubs
This sale applies to retail sales only. New arrivals not included.

9W & Van Kleecks Lane, Kingston (845)338-4936    AugustineNursery.com
Monday - Friday from 8 am - 5 pm and Saturday from 8 am - 2 pm
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Sophia Barnett with Amy Stypulkowski’s “Princess Pride of 
the Hudson”. 


