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Second
thoughts
Gardener wants
to pull back guilty
plea in Lancaster
homicide BY JESSE J. SMITH

PHYLLIS McCABE

Dutch Village.

COMMUNITY

Too damn high?
Recent rent hikes have residents,
officials and activists riled BY JESSE J. SMITH

R

esidents at some local

apartment complexes have
been hit with huge rent increases in recent weeks. City
officials say they believe the
rent hikes are an attempt by landlords to

get ahead of looming rent regulation. But
Mayor Steve Noble said this week he would
seek to include a “look back” period in any
rent control law that would allow for at
least a partial rollback of recent increases.
“At least once a day I get call,” said

Noble of the rent hikes at the Dutch Village, Stony Run and Chestnut Mansion
apartment complexes. “Many of these
people have lived there a long time, they
expected a small rent increase — instead
they have a couple of months notice to
come up with an extra $300 a month or
find someplace else to live.”
Local elected officials, members of a
tenants’ rights group and staff at a nonprofit legal services group that assists
renters all reported fielding calls about the
rent hikes. The increases are contained in
lease renewals were first reported about
six weeks ago and are typically between
$300 and $400 per month. In many
(continued on page 6)
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Kitchen sinks
Kingstonian
objections

Morgan Y. Evans

City ZEO says
project needs no
affordable housing
to move forward
BY JESSE J. SMITH

T

he city’s zoning en-

forcement officer handed
developers of the proposed
Kingstonian project a victory last week when he
rejected arguments by an activist group
that the controversial condo, parking
and boutique hotel complex eyed for the
(continued on page 6)

A

PHOTO PROVIDED

Kevin Gardener.
Kingston teen who con-

fessed to a shooting and
killing a man during a marijuana robbery gone wrong
last year said in county court
this week that he wants to withdraw his
guilty plea.
Kevin Gardener, 18, claimed in court
Tuesday that his attorney, veteran trial
(continued on page 2)

Isaac Cruz

T

his week for Faces of Kingston we are going to talk

to someone I always see out really participating in the Kingston community. Whether telling stories about Kingston,
dreaming up delicious menu items or making new friends,
Diego’s Taqueria co-owner Isaac Cruz plays a big role in making our
area a better place.
Morgan Y. Evans: As a known big Grateful Dead fan would you like
to say anything about the passing of Robert Hunter?
Isaac Cruz: An amazing songwriter. I just read a great post someone
put out that he had written four of the most important Grateful Dead
songs in one day. We were all affected by his passing. For me as a
Dead fan, it has always been a community that brings people from all
walks of life together to celebrate freedom and get away from their
daily grind. Then you can come back and feel like you are in a place
where you can be better for your co-workers, family, community.
That’s what it’s about.
MYE: I like that you used the
word community as that is also
what this column is about. Can
(continued on page 11)

MORGAN Y. EVANS

Isaac Cruz.
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Second thoughts
Continued from Page 1

lawyer Paul Gruner, had forced him to plead guilty
to second-degree murder back in July.
Gardener, along with Maurice Stansberry, 38, and
his son Maurice Stansberry Jr., 18, were all charged
with murder in the Dec. 1, 2018 shooting death of
Mark Lancaster, 38, of Kingston. Lancaster was killed
by a single gunshot wound to the abdomen after he
confronted the trio in the aftermath of a marijuana
robbery at the Sawkill Trailer Park. All three men
were charged with murder under New York’s “felony
murder” statute, which holds that if a person is killed
during or immediately after a felony-level crime, all
participants in that crime can be held culpable for
the death.
In July, days before he was set to go on trial alongside
Stansberry Sr., Gardener accepted a plea deal. Under
the terms of the deal, Gardener pleaded guilty to a single count of second-degree murder, while prosecutors
would recommend a sentence of 20 years to life. The
maximum sentence for second-degree murder in New
York State is 25 years to life; the minimum 15 years to

life. Before entering his guilty plea, Gardener told the
court that he shot Lancaster after Stansberry Sr. handed him a 9 mm pistol during a fight which broke out
following a post-robbery car chase. District Attorney
Holley Carnright would later say prosecutors believed
Gardener was lying about being the triggerman and
forensic evidence pointed to
Stansberry Sr. as the shooter.
On Tuesday, Oct. 1 Gardener appeared before County
Court Judge Donald Williams
for sentencing. In a move that
surprised prosecutors — and
his own attorney — Gardener
said he was acting as his own
lawyer and presented a motion
to withdraw his guilty plea. The single-sentence motion
cited “ineffective” assistance of counsel and claimed
that Gruner had forced him to accept the plea deal.
A visibly irritated Williams responded to Gardener’s
gambit by pointing out that, in his July plea hearing,
Williams had repeatedly asked Gardener if his guilty
plea was voluntary and advised him of the consequences of a guilty plea. Williams noted that Gardener had
not made any attempt to seek out a new attorney and
suggested that the last-minute motion was intended
as a delaying tactic. Williams added that he could

simply throw out the plea agreement, let Gardener’s
guilty plea stand and sentence him to the maximum.
“There are a lot of jailhouse lawyers running around
at the [Ulster County Jail] and apparently somebody
got your ear,” Williams told Gardener. “Keep it up, son,
you’re buying yourself 25 years.”
Instead, Williams set a new
sentencing date of Nov. 7.
Williams also set an Oct. 31
hearing to hear arguments on
whether the guilty plea could
be withdrawn, and to determine
whether Gardener had violated
the terms of his plea agreement
by making statements to a probation officer in a pre-sentencing
interview that were inconsistent with his confession
and guilty plea in July.
Gruner, who will no longer represent Gardener,
declined to comment on his former client’s motion.
Maurice Stansberry Sr. was found guilty of second-degree murder at a jury trial in August. He is
due to be sentenced on Oct. 3. Stansberry Jr. served
as a prosecution witness in his father’s trial. Under the
terms of his plea agreement, he is expected to plead
guilty to a single count of robbery later this year or
early next year.

‘Keep it up, son, you’re
buying yourself 25 years.’
— Judge Don Williams
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Annual tradition
KINGSTON HIGH VARSITY swim and diving captains Isabella Amaro, Emily Hakim and Alexa Peck were
just three of many students who participated in last Friday evening’s homecoming parade.
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KINGSTON MEETINGS

Tuesday, Oct. 8

Thursday, Oct. 3

3:30 p.m. City of Kingston Tree Commission, City Hall,
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
5 p.m. Ulster County Ways & Means Committee, County
Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 244 Fair
St., Kingston
6 p.m. Ulster County Caucus, County Office Bldg., Democrats-6th fl.-Karen L. Binder Library, Republicans-6th
fl.-Legislative Chambers, 244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. City of Kingston Conservation Council, City Hall,
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Planning Board, Town of Ulster
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317
7:30 p.m. Port Ewen Water/Sewer Board, Town of Esopus
Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

5 p.m. City of Kingston Parks & Recreation Commission,
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston,
331-0080
5:30 p.m. Ulster County Human Rights Commission,
County Office Bldg., 4th fl., Department of Finance Conf.
Rm., 244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Ulster County Energy & Environment Committee,
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 244
Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Town of Hurley Rail Trail Committee, Town of
Hurley Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission, City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for
location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Town Board Workshop, Town of
Ulster Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317

35

Friday, Oct. 4

80

1 p.m. AARP Executive Committee, Town of Esopus Town
Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

774
896
1670
90%
100
794
874
91%

Monday, Oct. 7
1 p.m. Town of Esopus Seniors, Town of Esopus Town
Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811
5 p.m. Ulster County Community Services Board, 239
Golden Hill Ln., Kingston
6:30 p.m. Ulster County Legislative Programs, Education
& Community Services, SUNY Ulster, Clinton Hall, Howard
C. St. John Business Seminar Rm., Cottekill
6:30 p.m. Ulster County Board of Health, 239 Golden
Hill Ln., Kingston
7 p.m. Town of Kingston Town Board, Town of Kingston
Town Hall, 906 Sawkill Rd., Kingston, 336-8853
7 p.m. Town of Hurley Planning Board, Town of Hurley
Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474

Wednesday, Oct. 9
9 a.m. Ulster County Industrial Development Agency
Board of Directors, Kingston Center of SUNY Ulster, 94
Mary’s Ave., Kingston
1 p.m. Town of Esopus AARP, Town of Esopus Town Hall,
284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811
5:30 p.m. Ulster County Executive Public Hearing--Development of 2019 Countywide Shared Services Plan,
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 244
Fair St., Kingston
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Finance & Audit Committee,
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston,
331-0080
7 p.m. Esopus Board of Fire Commissioners, Esopus Fire
House, Rt. 9W, Esopus
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Zoning Board, Town of Ulster Town
Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317
7 p.m. Town of Hurley Preservation Committee, Town
of Hurley Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-7474
7:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Planning Board, Town of Esopus
Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811
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Getting around
Officials begin long journey of rewriting
town’s traffic plan BY CRISPIN KOTT

T

he Town of Ulster is looking into

updating a traffic plan that’s nearly three
decades old, though officials stressed
that it could be some time before any
strategy comes to fruition.
Updating the traffic plan was discussed during a
Sept. 19 town board meeting, in part due to concerns
raised a month earlier by former councilman John
Ianotti about conditional site plan approval being
granted for Kingswood Plaza on Ulster Avenue and
other new development.
In an Aug. 24 letter to the town board, Supervisor James Quigley III said that he’d spoken to David
Corrigan, the acting resident engineer at the state
Department of Transportation’s Kingston office about
the issue, which identified some of the issues which
might factor into an updated plan: The stretch of 9W
which services the town’s primary retail corridor was

originally a two-lane road. When the lanes were doubled, buildings erected in the 1960s and early 1970s
lost frontage; further loss could be the result of any
effort to meet traffic issues by adding space for a solid
concrete median or turning lane. The 1990 plan was
developed by Roger Creighton and Associates, Inc.,
and work throughout the Town during that decade
was based on that plan.
But the Town of Ulster has changed considerably
over the past 29 years. At the time of the 1990 traffic
plan, IBM was still active at what is now TechCity; the
Hudson Valley Mall was also much busier than it is
today. Since then, numerous large retail developments
have arisen along the same stretch of road, leading
to often busier and more frantic traffic. According to
Quigley, many accidents in the area occur at signalized
intersections where drivers try to beat the light without
realizing that traffic lights for vehicles moving in the

opposite direction might be differently timed.
“We’ve had a number of people complaining [about
traffic on Ulster Avenue], and it’s been for probably
the last 30 years,” said Quigley this week, noting that
the plan was never wholly effective. “I came upon this
traffic plan from the ’90s, I looked at it, I read it. It
is outdated. The gross assumptions are inaccurate. It
never turned out this way and it would be a good idea
to go back and revisit it.”
During a conversation with Ulster County Transportation Council Chairman Dennis Doyle, Quigley
said it was determined that a traffic study might fall
under the purview of the county and would therefore
qualify for consideration as a planning project in 2020.
“And since I’ve never turned down a free lunch
before, I felt that if they’re willing to undertake this
exercise and allow the town a fair amount of input on
it as to what we want to do … well then let’s go for it.”
Quigley said that the study could take up to two
years to complete should it move forward with the
county.

COMMUNITY

The ribbon-cutting on Tuesday.

Feeding the people
People’s Place’s new Community Café
serving up nutrition and inclusion BY KINGSTON TIMES STAFF

P

eople’s Place Community Café had

a ribbon cutting with Ulster County Chamber of Commerce and their giant scissors
Tuesday evening to mark the grand opening
of People’s Place Community Café.
It’s an operation almost entirely comprised of volunteers which offers breakfast and Monday through
Friday at no price. The café will be open daily 8:30
a.m.-1 p.m., with lunch starting at 11 a.m. The café is
a program of People’s Place Food Pantry and Thrift
Store, which served 700,000 meals in Ulster County
last year.
The café is similar in concept to Jon Bon Jovi’s
Soul Café concept, designed to make sure that everyone eats with dignity. People’s Place overall mission
— now featured in large print on the freshly painted
café wall — reads: “The mission of People’s Place is to
feed, clothe and respond to the essential needs of the
people in Ulster County with kindness, compassion
and the preservation of human dignity.”
Though the thrift store and pantry entrance is on
St. James Street, the café has its own entrance at 779
Broadway. “The idea of the café came about when we

realized Caring Hands Soup Kitchen was going to
close,” said People’s Place Executive Director, Christine
Hein. “So we wanted to do a community café because
we felt it would be inclusive to everyone, and we really
feel Kingston will embrace it.”
Meals will be soups and sandwiches made from
wholesome ingredients, as well as coffee, tea, pastries
and baked goods. “We are striving to offer food with
a high-nutritional content,” Hein added. The food
supplying the café is either donated or purchased by
People’s Place directly. The public is able to donate
money specifically to the café if they wish. People’s
Place is hopeful for volunteers from the community
to staff the café, as it requires around 10 volunteers
per shift. The People’s Place Community Café seats 40.
“Everyone has a seat at the table here,” said Hein.
“We hope that everyone from all economic background
will come and dine at the café. This is how it will be a
place of inclusion and not have any negative stigma,”
said Hein. For more information on how to donate or
volunteer at the café, please visit www.peoplesplaceuc.
org or call (845) 338-4030.
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BRIEFLY NOTED
Energy Square lottery
Applicants have until Dec. 5
to enter a lottery for space in
Rupco’s new affordable housing
apartment building in Midtown
Kingston.
Energy Square, now under
construction at 20 Cedar St.
will include two studios, 44
one-bedroom, six two-bedroom
and four three-bedroom apartments. The building is expected
to open in March 2020. Two

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2019 KINGSTON TIMES
of the apartments will be set
aside for homeless adults and
seven for homeless young
adults in need of supportive
housing services. The remainder will go by lottery to income-eligible applicants.
The building is open to residents with a range of incomes up
to 90 percent of the Area Median
Income. Maximum income is
based on household size. For
one-bedroom apartments, for
example, the maximum income to
be eligible is $52,470 for a single-person household or $59,940

for two people. Rents are adjusted to comprise no more than 33
percent of a resident’s monthly
income. Amenities in the building
include on-site parking, laundry
and community rooms and an
outdoor pavilion and green roof.
Utilities — heat, hot water and
electricity — will be provided free
of charge.
The application process
opened this week and will run
through Dec. 5. Names of
income-eligible applicants will be
drawn in a lottery scheduled for
Jan. 3, 2020. Applicants who are

not chosen in the lottery or submit applications after the Dec. 5
deadline will go on a waiting list
for future vacancies. Applications
can be downloaded at www.
rupco.org.
JESSE J. SMITH

Cooper Lake dam meeting
Kingston’s board of water
commissioners will hold a public
information meeting on a Cooper
Lake dam remediation and
intake rehabilitation project next
Monday, October 7 at 6 p.m. in
the Common Council chambers

in the city hall, 420 Broadway,
Kingston. A second meeting
will be held later in October in
Woodstock. Once arrangements
for that meeting are made, its
date, time and location will be
announced.
Topics to be discussed include
a system overview; project drivers
and overview; estimated costs/
financial impacts; timeline; and
questions.
“This is one of the largest and
most costly capital improvement
projects ever undertaken by the
Kingston Water Department,

TOWN OF ESOPUS

Happy 200th, Walt
Whitman to be celebrated Saturday
at Slabsides BY CARRIE JONES ROSS

T

mill undertaken to remove the bark-covered rounded
side of the log. Outside his door was his celery swamp
of American poet, journalist, essayist and
where he grew the finicky vegetable to sell for the New
humanist Walt Whitman is this month, and
York City market to supplement his writing income.
a dear colleague of his (or the people now
Joan Burroughs, Burroughs’ great-granddaughter,
taking care of his old cabin) will be throwing
works effortlessly to promote the Naturalist legacy at
his birthday party — John Burroughs.
the sanctuary and honor the intention of her ancestor
This Saturday, Oct. 5 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. there
and to inspire people to connect deeply with nature. She
will be a community celebration and open house at
says Whitman’s presence and own work encouraged
Slabsides in West Park to celebrate the acclaimed
Burroughs to find his own voice and to write what he
Civil War-era naturalist poet. At noon, Dr. Edward
knew. Whitman helped Burroughs transition from
Widmer, the guest curator of “Walt Whitman: Bard
writing about farm life to a more authentic expresof Democracy,” the 2019 exhibition at The Morgan
sion of himself, she explained,
Library and Museum will host
Walt Whitman in 1862 at age 44.
as Whitman had freed himself
a talk on his many intriguing
from the conventional poetic
discoveries researching the poet
the caretakers of the sanctuary, and he recalled sleeping
structure of the times.
that “came to life” through the
on the cabin floor overnight as a child. “It was so quiet
Walking through the windmany artifacts and manuscripts
at night; it was so, unbelievably, quiet.”
ing trails laden with stone
Widmer found in the Library of
stairs, exposed tree roots, shed
Congress.
acorns and early autumn yellow
Widmer will hearken back
labsides volunteer John Esposito drives
leaves with Joan is perhaps
to the Washington, D.C. days
from central New Jersey several times a summer
a glimpse of what it was to
of Whitman and Burroughs
to volunteer as a docent at the place which he says
have walked with Burroughs
circa 1863, as Burroughs was
he experienced so deeply in college through Burroughs’
himself, though today on welldeveloping his craft. Deep in
works. “John Burroughs learned from Whitman that
laid out trails built by crews
the throes of the Civil War,
writing allowed for a much wider audience and alof volunteers. Joan interrupts
Whitman’s focus on nature
lows the reader their own interpretation.” Esposito is
herself speaking to drop to her
had deep and lasting impact on
donating a rare presentation copy of Leaves of Grass
knees and scrutinize a petite
Burroughs’ writing.
valued at several hundred dollars, which will be raffled
woodfern leaf for identification
John Burroughs (1837-1921)
off during the day with the proceeds going to the John
purposes, or pauses mid-senwas one of the most popular
Burroughs Association’s Gateway Project to continue
tence to clear the surface of a
authors of his day and is credto improve the entrances which greet visitors.
rock step of dead leaves. The
ited with creating the modern
“Slabsides Day Open House is an occasion is to share
entire forest is like Joan’s own
nature essay. Using easily unwith our community the essence of John Burroughs
living room as she tidies the
derstood prose, he described
and Walt Whitman’s friendship and contributions—
path she walks by relocating
nature that was familiar and
and besides, there will be cake.”
every errant branch or felled
local, bringing the natural
For more information about Slabsides Day Open
log along the trail.
world to his readers. His work
House on October 5 and the John Burroughs Nature
PHOTOS PROVIDED
Slabsides visitor and friend
was accessible; suddenly a lifeSanctuary, please visit http://www.johnburroughsasJohn Burroughs in 1863 at age 25.
Bob Drake’s grandparents were
long city resident, for example,
sociation.org
could be in the woods … an impact still experienced
by many today.
Burroughs wrote more than 300 articles published
in leading magazines and 27 books over 60 years.
Through his writings and friendships with national
hy did John Burroughs call the rugged land around Slabsides “Whitman Land?”
leaders like President Theodore Roosevelt — the first
He explains in the preface to his Whitman: A Study, written in 1896 at Slabsides:
American president to conserve and protect lands —
“The writing of this preliminary chapter, and the final survey and revision of my Whitman
Burroughs had a profound influence on the emerging
essay, I am making at a rustic house I have built at a wild place a mile or more from my house upon
conservation movements.
the river. I call this place Whitman Land, because in many ways it is typical of my poet — an amphitheater of
The John Burroughs Association strives to “bring to
precipitous rock, slightly veiled with a delicate growth of verdure, inclosing a few acres of prairie-like land, once
life the legacy, writing, and natural world” of Burroughs
the site of an ancient lake, now a garden of unknown depth and fertility. Elemental ruggedness, savageness, and
with the “aim to promote engagement in nature.” A
grandeur, combined with wonderful tenderness, modernnesss, and geniality. There rise the gray scarred cliffs,
visit to his rustic cabin Slabsides in the woods that
crowned here and there with a dead hemlock or pine, where, morning after morning, I have seen the bald eagle
inspired his writing is no mansion tour; it’s a cozy cabin
perch. And here at their feet this level area of tender humus, with three perennial springs of delicious cold water
built by Burroughs and his son in 1895 because of, it
flowing at its margin; a huge granite bowl filled with the elements of potencies of life. The scene has a strange
was rumored, Burroughs’ wife’s frustrations with the
fascination for me, and holds me here day after day. From the highest point of rocks I can overlook a long stretch
endless stream of unannounced visitors who would
of the river and of the farming country beyond; I can hear owls hoot, hawks scream, and roosters crow. Birds
“drop by” and stay for weeks. Historians do know
of the garden and orchard meet birds of the forest upon the shaggy cedar posts that uphold my porch. At dusk
that Burroughs did build Slabsides as a place to write,
the call of the whip-poor-will mingles with the chorus of the pickerel frogs, and in the morning I hear through
entertain and grow celery to supplement his writing
the robins’ cheerful burst the somber plaint of the mourning-dove. When I tire of my manuscript, I walk in the
income. The cabin remains furnished with handmade
woods, or climb the rocks, or help the men clear up the ground, piling and burning the stumps and rubbish. This
furniture, a stone fireplace, yellow birch log walls, a
scene and situation, so primitive and secluded, yet so touched with and adapted to civilization, responding to the
flax-woven bed coverlet and even a cabinet trimmed
moods of both sides of life and imagination of a modern man, seems, I repeat, typical in many ways of my poet,
in vines. Slabsides sits in the 202-acre John Burroughs
and is a veritable Whitman Land. Whitman does not suggest the wild and unkempt as he seems to do to many;
Nature Sanctuary.
he suggests the cosmic and the elemental, and this is one of the dominant thoughts that run though my dissertaBurroughs received many visitors at the cabin,
tion. Scenes of power and savagery in nature were more welcome to him, probably more stimulating to him, than
ranging from Teddy Roosevelt and Henry Ford to
the scenes of the pretty and placid, and he cherished the hope that he had put into his ‘Leaves’ some of the tonic
students from Vassar College and monks from the
and fortifying quality of Nature in her more grand and primitive aspects.
Marist Brothers. Slabsides is so-named for the pieces
His Wildness is only the wildness of the great primary forces from which we draw our health and strength.
of timber used in the cabin’s construction which is the
Underneath all his unloosedness, or free launching forth of himself, is the sanity and repose of nature.”
“slab-side” — the “slab” or first cut of the log at the

he 200th anniversary of the birth

S

Living in ‘Whitman Land’
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and it has implications for all of
our customers,” the department
stated in a release. “Come learn
why it is being done, what it
is likely to cost, and how that
could impact city water rates.”

Catskill Mountain
Railroad fall foliage trains
CMRR’s fall foliage trains are
running on their newly extended
track weekends through Columbus Day. Pumpkin Express trains
will run weekends from Oct. 1927, and Rails of Terror on Friday
and Saturday nights from Oct.

12-26. Polar Express begins
Nov. 15. For more information,
visit www.catskillmountainrailroad.com.

Notable Italians
Tony Marmo, president and
owner of Norman Staffing Services and one-time chief executive officer at the former Kingston Hospital, has been named
“Signore of the Year” by the
Ulster County Italian American
Foundation. Sharing the spotlight
is Linda Palladino, which the
foundation has selected as the

“Signora of the Year.” The two will
be honored at the annual Italian
Festival happening at the Kingston waterfront on Sunday, Oct. 13
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Other honorees being recognized for the Italian Pride Community Service Award include
former Ulster County undersheriff Frank Faluotico; his sister
and owner of Academy General
Insurance, Maryann DeGroodt;
the Casciaro brothers — Lou,
Frank and Paul — owners of the
Reis Group; and David Scarpino,
the recently retired president

and chief executive officer of
HealthAlliance.
Marmo, who led Kingston
Hospital from 1994-2003, is the
president and a founding member of the Ulster County Italian
American Foundation, which
began in 2015. He recently was
elected the 2020 governor of
the Rotary District 7210, encompassing eight counties and
55 clubs.
Palladino is the secretary of
the Ulster County Italian American Foundation and a member
of the cultural and scholarship

5

committees. She had previously served as secretary on the
former St. Joseph’s Home School
Association. Palladino has further
been a team coordinator for
the American Cancer Society’s
Making Strides, an annual walk in
Woodbury Common to raise funds
for breast cancer.
All the honorees will be
recognized at the festival’s
opening ceremony at 11 a.m. at
T.R. Gallo Park. Funds raised at
the festival go toward student
scholarships.

SCHOOLS

A trimmed plan
Edson work deleted from
$16M school-fixups package

T

he Kingston City School District

will move forward on a $16 million facilities improvement plan with one less
facility than originally intended, with
school officials opting to make the most
of their money at John F. Kennedy Elementary and M.
Clifford Miller Middle schools. Proposed work on Harry
L. Edson Elementary will have to wait for another time.
During a school board last month, Superintendent
Paul Padalino said that since voters approved the
spending in May 2018, prices have gone up.
“Earlier [this] summer we put our five-year capital
plan to bid and the $16 million that we’ve all would
do certain amount of work … when it was voted on by

BY CRISPIN KOTT
the voters, it doesn’t do that kind of work anymore,”
he said. “Even with the escalation that we built in it
was not what we expected … [But] we do have the
approval of the voters to spend $16 million and we
do have buildings that need more work.”
The $16 million will be split roughly down the
middle, with projects at Miller estimated to cost $7.9
million and those at JFK $8.1 million.
At Miller, anticipated work includes repairing concrete walkways and asphalt paving; window replacements; electric work, including replacement of old
electric panel boards; upgrading interior emergency
lights; and extensive renovations to the auditorium,
including new seating, new acoustical doors, acoustical

PHOTO BY DAN BARTON

Burning of Kingston writing contest!

H

ey young writers! The City of Kingston and the KINGSTON TIMES are teaming up for an

essay contest and the winner will have their work printed in this newspaper! The contest is open
to youth ages 9-13 who live in the Kingston City School District. (Entrants can also be private or
parochial school students, or be homeschooled students.) Entries can be an essay, a poem or a fictional story related to the 1777 burning of Kingston by British troops. Be creative and imaginative — the piece of
writing can be about the burning itself, the people living in and around Kingston at the time or the rebuilding
afterwards. The deadline for submissions is Oct. 11. The winning piece of writing will be printed in the Oct. 17
edition of the Kingston Times and the winner will also get a certificate from the mayor and be invited to City Hall
to get a tour from the mayor and visit the mayor’s office.
Entries can be emailed to kingstontimes@gmail.com, or dropped off or mailed to Ulster Publishing, attn.
Dan Barton, 322 Wall St., Kingston, NY 12401.

SECOND GALLERY LOCATION

Art JuXtapose Gallery is opening an additional location
in Saugerties on Partition Street.
Artists needed for juried exhibition space. Reasonable rates.
100% COMMISSION FREE!
Contact Sylvia Diaz at 845-489-5822,
sylvia@artjuxtapose.com for more information.
Feel free to visits www.artjuxtapose.com for more details.

baffles and reflective materials, new carpet and tile,
an ADA-compliant control booth, surface-mounted
LED lighting, and aisle lighting.
JFK is due for site improvements including repairs
of concrete walkways, asphalt paving, and masonry repairs; window replacements; main entrance upgrades
for ADA compliance; a new elevator to enhance ADA
compliance; installation of a new fire alarm system;
new interior and exterior emergency lighting; and
selective mechanical upgrades.
School officials stressed that the window replacement is driven by a need for efficiency and other
upgrades and is not a purely cosmetic choice.
Padalino said the district could have included
planned work at Edson in the project, but that would
have required scaling back work on all three. He added
that school officials may come back to voters in May
with a new facilities improvement plan that would
address Edson.
The project originally went out to bid over the
summer, but the brakes were put on the plan when
estimates came in over $3 million more than budgeted
for. The revised project focusing on the two schools
will go out to bid early this month, with Padalino
anticipating that they will come back to the school
board in November.
“We already have State Education Department
approval for these projects because we’ve gone through
this whole process,” Padalino said. “So once we get our
bids out, we get and we get the board to approve them
we’re going to move.”
The superintendent estimated that the entire project will take around 12-18 months to complete, with
some work able to be done while school is in session.
He added that the project will be funded by capital
reserves and state building aid.
“I just want to thank Dr. Padalino for his leadership
in accommodating two good projects rather than trying to have unfinished space that was still going to be
of great need,” said Trustee Suzanne Jordan. “I think
that it’s much better to do two buildings well and then
hopefully be able to do the other buildings [later].
But I’d also like to thank the staff and administrators
[in Edson] who are waiting, because I know it’s very
frustrating when you thought that you point get all
these repairs done and you still have to wait until we
have something again. And so I just want to extend
my thanks to all the staff and the students who are
still having to accommodate.”
The next meeting of the board of education will be
held on Wednesday, Oct. 16 at the district’s Meagher
School headquarters.

ALL NEW FOR 2019

HAUNTED
HISTORY
tour
Saturday, October 5th at 7 pm
OLD DUTCH CHURCH
272 Wall St., Kingston, NY
$15 per person, $10 seniors and
students, $1.00 12 and under.

Tickets: theatreontheroad.com

Reservations: 845-475-7973
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Too damn high?
Continued from Page 1

cases, the rent hikes targeted senior citizens who have
been living at the complexes for many years and were
charged lower rents than new tenants.
Assemblyman Kevin Cahill described one couple
in the mid-70s that had turned to his office for help
after they were hit with a major rent increase after
two decades at Dutch Village. The couple, he said
scrambled to find a new home before giving up and
reluctantly signing the new lease.
“They’ll just have to cut something out of their
life, because they don’t have the income,” said Cahill,
who was a driving force behind the recent passed
Emergency Tenant Protection Act which provides
new protections for renters and allows Upstate communities to opt-in to rent control laws. “And their
story is entirely typical of what we’re seeing. These
are longtime tenants who in recognition of their being
good, stable tenants have been allowed to pay lower
rent than someone who just moved in.”

New owners, no responses
All three apartment complexes have recently
changed hands. Stony Run is owned by E&M management, a Brooklyn-based company that recently
purchased Kingston’s Sunset Garden Apartments and
the Lakeshore Villa complex in Esopus. Dutch Village
and Chestnut Mansion are held by limited liability
corporations with no agent listed. Calls and emails
to all three apartment complexes regarding the rent
hikes were not returned.
The rent hikes come as the city prepares to impose
rent regulation on housing complexes like Dutch
Village. Under the terms of the Emergency Tenant
Protection Act, communities upstate can declare a
“rental emergency” if the residential vacancy rate in
eligible units is below 5 percent. Once that happens,
the county would form a rent control board made up
of representatives from all communities which opt into
the program. The rent board would meet annually to
set a cap on rent hikes in all eligible units. Those annual
increases are typically between zero and 3 percent.
The law can only be applied to rental properties of
six units or more built before 1974.
Mayor Steve Noble has expressed strong support
for rent control and the Common Council recently
approved funding for a vacancy survey that would be
a preliminary step towards Kingston declaring a rent
emergency. That law, and the accompanying cap on
rents, could be in place by early next year. Housing
advocates believe that the rent hikes have been spurred
by owners seeking to maximize profits before the new
rules take effect.
“These people are not ignorant of the law,” said

Kitchen sinks
Kingstonian objections
Continued from Page 1

Stockade District didn’t need to include affordable
housing to comply with the requirements of the zoning
code’s Mixed Use Overlay District (MUOD) where it
would be located.
The ruling by Zoning Enforcement Officer Eric
Kitchen was issued on Sept. 27. The city requested a
formal determination on the issue after members of
Kingstoncitizens.org — an activist group that’s criticized the review process for the project — brought
up language in the MUOD code which they said
would require developers to set aside 20 percent
of the proposed 129 apartments in the building for
affordable housing. Earlier this month, an attorney
hired by Kingstoncitizens.org to address the zoning
issue went further, arguing that the code did not allow for any new residential construction at all in the
MUOD. Developers of the Kingstonian have said that
a requirement set forth by the city that they build,
operate and maintain 200 public parking spots as
part of the project makes the inclusion of affordable
housing financially unfeasible.

H
Help
keep local
jjournalism strong
W
Without
independent local media,
many stories might never be told.
m
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
h

DAN BARTON

Assemblyman Kevin Cahill.
Peter Frank of the nonprofit law firm Legal Services
of the Hudson Valley. “They are trying to raise rents
as much as possible before that law kicks in.”

Market forces
Cahill, meanwhile, has a different take. The veteran
assemblyman said he attributes the rent increases to
a major shift in ownership of apartment complexes
across the Hudson Valley. In the past two years, many
complexes have changed hands, with the new owners
paying millions more than previous purchasers. Now,
he said, they are seeking to recoup their investment
by taking an aggressive “what the market will bear”
approach to rents. In other cases, Cahill said, landlords had attempted to justify rent increases by saying
they planned to carry out long-overdue repairs and
upgrades. But, Cahill said, many of the companies
snapping up rental housing in the area had long records of “rent gouging.”
“People have it backwards,” said Cahill of the belief
that landlords are seeking to get ahead of the ETPA.
“My motivation in advancing that legislation was
because these landlords came to town.”
Before the law kicks in, though, housing advocates
concede that there’s not much that can be done about
the large rent hikes. Frank said that his law firm could

The MUOD was formed in the early 2000s as the
city sought to redevelop vacant department stores and
industrial facilities in the Uptown neighborhood into
mixed-use residential and commercial spaces. In his
decision, Kitchen pointed to language in the zoning
code that set forth two goals for the new district; to
promote the adaptive reuse of existing commercial
and industrial buildings to provide rental multi-family housing — including affordable housing for city
residents — and to encourage the development of
“mixed-use, mixed-income pedestrian based
neighborhoods.” Kitchen
noted that the Kingstonian does not include
any adaptive reuse; the
proposal calls for the construction of one building
on a site that is now a
municipal parking lot
and the demolition of a
warehouse to make way
for another newly built
structure.
“Affordable housing is
not a requirement because what is being proposed is
new construction,” Kitchen wrote.
Kitchen added that it would be up to the applicant,
over the course of the review process, to demonstrate
that the project met the code’s requirement that it promote a mixed-use, mixed-income pedestrian-friendly
neighborhood. Kitchen also wrote that he was “not
persuaded” that the term “mixed-income” included
in the code “necessarily includes all hypothetical income levels, particularly those eligible for affordable
housing.”

negotiate with landlords to minimize rent increases
and allow tenants to stay in their homes. But even
that, he said, was as challenge since the new owners
of the housing complexes are typically based outside
of the area.
“They are not here, their lawyers are not here,” said
Frank. “So it’s complicated.”

Acting up
The Kingston Tenants Union was formed last
year, in part in response to complaints of shoddy
maintenance and unwarranted rent increases at
Sunset Gardens. Since then, the group has taken on
an advocacy role pushing for rent control in the city
and other programs to assist the 60 percent of city
residents who live in rental housing. KTU co-founder
Rashida Tyler said the only defense against the rent
hikes was activism, like rent strikes or efforts to hold
property owners publicly accountable.
“The only thing we have is community power,”
said Tyler.
Cahill, meanwhile, said that he plans to hold a
roundtable discussion on the issue with Assemblyman
Steve Cymbrowitz, chair of the Assembly’s housing
committee. The talks will include local elected officials,
tenant advocates and representatives from the state

K

itchen also addressed the argument

by attorney Emily Svenson on behalf of
Kingstoncitizens.org that the MUOD prohibits the new construction. Kitchen said that Svenson
had ignored language in the code addressing “site
improvements” or new construction as distinct from
“building improvements” or adaptive reuse of an
existing structure.
“The terms are not used interchangeably. The
code clearly differentiates between adaptive re-use
and other types of development,”
Kitchen wrote. “It is my opinion
and interpretation that the code
allows for the new construction of
residential units in the Mixed Use
Overlay District.”
The zoning issue has led to
breech between Mayor Steve Noble
and Kinsgtoncitizens.org which
had previously supported many of
his progressive-minded initiatives.
After Svenson weighed in on the
zoning issue on behalf of the group,
city Corporation Counsel Kevin
Bryant declared that her involvement constituted “notice of appearance of counsel”
and that all further communications between the
city and officers of Kingstoncitizens.org regarding the
Kingstonian take place through attorneys.
Bryant’s memo signaled that the city anticipates
litigation by the grassroots activist group around the
zoning issue. In response, a coalition of activist groups
published a “group editorial” on Kingstoncitizens.org’s
website last week accusing Noble’s administration of
using “bullying” and “intimidation” to freeze them out
of the Kingstonian’s review process.

‘Affordable housing is not
a requirement because
what is being proposed is
new construction.’
— Eric Kitchen, Kingston
zoning enforcement officer
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Department of Housing and Community Renewal and
Legal Services of the Hudson Valley.
“The purpose of this talk will be to explore what
the possibilities and the options are and to inform the
public what they are,” said Cahill.

Some options
One possibility raised by Noble and Cahill was
to retroactively roll back, at least partially, the most
recent rent hikes. That could be accomplished either
by including a “look back” period in a future rent control law or empowering a future rent control board to
establish a cap on rents tied to “fair market value.” The
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
establishes fair market value for different regions annually to guide federal housing subsidy programs like
Section 8. HUD guidelines put “fair market value” for a

one-bedroom apartment in Kingston at $962 a month.
According to Dutch Village’s website, one-bedrooms
at the complex rent for $1,300 a month. Noble said
his office was currently looking what tools might be
available to roll back the recent rent increases, if and

when the city passes a rent control law.
“Our hands are somewhat tied right now,” said
Noble. “[Landlords] are doing this legally. Which is
why we need to change the rules.”

Community health

John G. Rusk

255 Fair Street
Kingston, NY
(845) 331-4100

Hudson Valley

Daniel J. Rusk

w w w.r wh m.com

1390 Route 9W
Marlboro, NY
(845) 236-4411

Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center
260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

Helping Injured People for Generations

CMS 5 Star Ratings!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Updated and New Additions to
Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care
with Healing and Compassion”
OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS,
WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

Catastrophic Injuries
Traumatic Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Car / Truck Crashes
Slip and Fall
Dangerous Premises
Dog Bites/Vicious Animal

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to
schedule a tour, please call our admissions ofﬁce at
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

It is possible to

Live and Enjoy Life
without Alcohol and Other Drugs

Helping
Helpi the chemically dependent take that
First Step
St for over 4 decades and 4 generations.
3PJLUZLK)`!
5@:6--0*,6-(3*6/63 :<):;(5*,()<:,:,9=0*,:
MVY;YLH[TLU[VMIV[O(SJVOVS :\IZ[HUJL(I\ZL

Inpatient Rehabilitation and Wellness Center

(WWYV]LK5@:6(:(:
0U:LY]PJL7YV]PKLYMVY/LHS[O*HYL7YVMLZZPVUHS;YHPUPUN

After Hours: 845.532.2418
845.626.3555 • www.villaveritas.org
5 Ridgeview Rd, PO Box 610, Kerhonkson, NY 12446
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A road in the wilderness
Ashokan Rail-Trail will open to the public on Oct. 18
Behold, I will do a new thing. Now it shall
spring forth. Shall you not know it? I will
even make a road in the wilderness, and
rivers in the desert.
— Isaiah 43:19

T

he Ulster County-built

A s h o k a n R a i l -Tra i l , a
long-awaited public recreational walkway (the county
prefers the term “shared-use
path”), will be opened to the public on
Friday, Oct. 18. First proposed in 2012,
the 11.5-mile trail is 10 to 12 feet in width,
with a compacted crushed-stone surface
that allows accessibility to persons with
disabilities and limited mobility.
Constructed on the historic right-ofway of the Ulster & Delaware Railroad,
bought by the county in 1979 and located
on New York City watershed land, most of
the pathway will become open to permit-free public
access beginning on the afternoon of Oct. 18. Ulster
County Executive Pat Ryan wanted to make the railtrail available to the public for the fall foliage and harvest season. It will be open dawn-to-dusk year-round
for non-motorized uses, including hiking, bicycling,
running, nature observation, cross-country skiing

and snowshoeing.
A study by the Saratoga Springs consulting firm
Camoin Associates has estimated public visitation to
the new attraction at 100,000 annually. As the original
low estimate for the Walkway Over the Hudson proved
a few years ago, such projections can be wildly inaccurate, with both overestimates and underestimates

Community health

ULSTER GASTROENTEROLOGY
Dr. El-Shaer was just voted one of the top doctors in NY!!!

Dr. Reham El-Shaer is happy to announce she is once again
D
in the Kingston area for all your Gastroenterology needs
at 301 Hurley Ave., Kingston, NY 12401.
Dr. El-Shaer is a highly respected Board Certiﬁed
Gatsroenterologist for the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and
management of digestive diseases. We offer the cutting edge and
coordinated top quality care of patient needs.

• IBS • Colon cancer screening • Acid reﬂux • Swallowing problems
• Liver disease • Ulcerative colitis • Crohn’s disease
Dr. Reham El-Shaer, M.D.

Serving Patients 15 years and up.
Se
We are accepting most health insurance carriers.

Call for your appointment today! Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4 pm

Ac
New cepting
Patie
nts

301 Hurley Ave., Kingston, NY 12401 • 845.309.7597

Albany Med Vascular Surgery’s Kingston Office
117 Mary’s Ave., Suite 202, Kingston, NY 12401
(518) 262-4000

ALBANY MED PEDIATRIC SPECIALISTS RIGHT HERE
IN YOUR COMMUNI TY!
Now taking appointments in Kingston
on Fridays.
SPECIALTIES INCLUDE:
• Nephrology
Dr. Elisabeth Simon
• Urology
Dr. Adam Howe
• Pulmonary
Dr. Robert Kaslovsky
• Rheumatology
Dr. Lilliana Barillas-Aria
• Cardiology
Dr. Michael Colon

BY GEDDY SVEIKAUSKAS
common. The county believes Camoin’s
projections generally underestimate.
A key component of an interconnected
state rail-trail system linking the Walkway
Over the Hudson to the Catskill Park, the
Ashokan trail provides the first public access
without a New York City Department of
Environmental Protection access permit to
the scenic northern shores of the New York
City-owned reservoir and the views of the
Esopus Valley in more than a century. The
experience is spectacular.
The trail along the northern edge of
the Ashokan Reservoir between Basin
Road in West Hurley and Route 28A in
Boiceville manages to provide an authentic
engagement with the Catskills wilderness
without the strenuous climbing thought of
since the days of the mountain houses as
a prerequisite to the true Catskills experience (even though access to these hotels
was usually by railroad as well as by wagon). The
new attraction will encourage flatlanders to explore
woods surrounded by modest mountains within a
watershed that supplies unfiltered water to the largest
metropolitan area in the United States. Part of the
message is that new arrangements for cooperation
and interdependence can result in the better use of
resources for multiple purposes.
According to Ulster County government sources, the authorized budget for the entire project is
$16,842,421, of which about $6.110 million comes
from county funds. $4.381 million from New York
City Department of Environmental Protection grants
(DEP), $3.630 million in state Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) funds, $500,000
from state parks (OPRHP) funding, $2.221 million
in federal disaster assistance (FEMA) funding, and
$26,000 from the Catskill Watershed Corporation.
At the present time, county project manager Chris
White hopes to complete the scheduled work about
$200,000 below budget.
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T

he last freight train on the rail line

ran in October 1976, so a lot of rehabilitation
work was needed on the long-neglected rightof-way. The project started with removal of thousands
of rotten railroad ties and twisted rails, initial clearing
of the rail right-of-way, and the installation of new
culverts (46 of them) and drainage ditches to manage
stormwater.
Construction had begun in January 2018 after
many years of debate and planning. A very considerable amount of trail work was required. The project
included drainage improvements, railbed regrading,
installation of fencing and signage, plus trail amenities
such as walls and benches. An 880-foot stretch that
had evolved into wetland required trail realignment.
A 525-foot boardwalk was constructed at a second
wetland. A major culvert was replaced with a new
75-foot truss at Butternut Creek and a new 360-foot
steel girder bridge was built near Boiceville to replace
the collapsed trestle bridge there.
The county improved road connections at three
major trailheads and is creating parking lots accessible
from Route 28 and Route 28A. There are also four
emergency egresses along the way.
Numerous smaller structures like a generous
number of park benches on concrete slabs, handcrafted stone walls and protective wooden fencing were

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST

constructed. A missing mile marker was located and
half-mile markers were created. Meanwhile, the DEP
had brought in a group of goats from Rhinebeck to
remove invasive weeds at some locations. Interpretive
signage has been developed and will be installed in
the near future.
Maintenance of the enterprise will require constant
attention. A volunteer trail steward program has been

organized In cooperation with the Woodstock Land
Conservancy and NY-NJ Trail Conference. A team of
trail stewards is holding a required training this Saturday, Oct. 5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Email kimdaley1@
mac.com for details.
There’s also a useful website for the Ashokan
Rail-Trail.

UNLOCK SPECIAL SAVINGS

$500 Off
CLOSING COSTS*

Choose the bank
that opens doors.
As the #1 mortgage lender
in Ulster County, we have the
expertise and resources that open
doors to homeownership.
Get started now by applying
online 24/7 at UlsterSavings.com.

2019

Locations throughout the Hudson Valley / 866.440.0391 / ulstersavings.com
*Ulster Savings Bank will give a credit of $500 toward closing costs at closing. Customer pays for all other fees and services. Eligible
mortgages include owner-occupied, second home purchases, and investment properties. Offer applies to fixed rate home purchase
and refinance applications received between 7/29/2019–10/29/2019 and must close by January 29, 2020. Not valid for pre-qualifications,
home equity products, construction loans, adjustable rate mortgages or mortgage applications received prior to 7/29/2019. Offer
may not be combined with any other offers or discounts unless otherwise noted. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Subject to
underwriting approval. Conforming loan limits only.

NMLS# 619306 /

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER / MEMBER FDIC
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PHYLLIS McCABE

KHS’ Daiveyon Jackson runs with the ball during the first quarter of the game as teammate Justin Longo blocks Saugerties High School’s Shakwan Florence.

Return to winning ways
Football Tigers shred Sawyers before huge homecoming crowd

“

N

eighbors Divided: Showdown in

the Neighborhood” — A regular season varsity football matchup of local
rivals with its own unofficial slogan
unfolded at a jammed Dietz Stadium
on Friday night, with the Kingston Tigers rolling over
the Saugerties Sawyers 35-6. The homecoming win

Find your ideal
house in the ideal
setting inside our

Hudson Valley

REAL ESTATE
Guide

It’s own section within
Almanac Weekly

for the Tigers was also significant in that it stopped
the bleeding from two brutal weeks where the team
was outscored 112-6.
The Tigers were successful on both ends of the
field for the first time since the first game of the season, a 34-0 win over Section IX opponent Monticello
on Sept. 7. Quarterback Chapman Parker amassed
233 yards through the air, connecting on 14-of-23
passes. Daiveyon Jackson was the recipient of most
of those air yards, grabbing six catches for 113 yards
and one touchdown. Jackson also intercepted a pass
on defense, and turned a blocked punt into a second
touchdown. Justin Longo had two receptions for 40
yards, including a 21-yard touchdown catch to open
the scoring in the first quarter, and he also connected
on 5-of-5 extra-point kicks. Shacorey Jones grabbed
four passes for 56 yards, Zavier Bennett put the Tigers
up 14-0 just prior to halftime with a 4-yard touchdown
run, and Myles Gordon, who ran for 101 yards on 11
carries, scored an 8-yard touchdown run.
For the Sawyers, Graeme Knisell has been more
of a scrambling than passing option this season, and
Friday night was no different. Knisell picked up 89
yards on 20 rushes, but he only connected on 2-of-14
passes for 41 yards and tossing a pair of interceptions.
Saugerties, who were without running back and wide
receiver Caleb Edwards for much of the game, earned
just 139 total yards in the loss.
Saugerties saved its best offense for last, a 15-play,
80-yard drive which culminated in a 1-yard touchdown
run by Knisell. The score was set up by a fourth down
do-or-die 30-yard pass to Jack Bruno. Isaiah Snyder
ULSTER PUBLISHING’S REASON
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WHY PRINT?

A website is endless. A weekly
newspaper gives you everything you need to know for the
week. The timing and packaging make for an ideal reading
experience.

BY CRISPIN KOTT

(10 tackles, fumble recovery), Ty Gallagher (6 tackles, forced fumble and recovery), Knisell (5 tackles)
and Jacobus Hockx (5 tackles) all contributed to the
Sawyer defense.
The Tigers (2-2) host Section IX, Class AA opponent Valley Central on Friday, Oct. 4, while the Sawyers
(1-3) have their annual Mum Bowl homecoming game
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 5, when they’ll welcome
New Paltz.

Soccer boys
whack Pine Bush

W

hile the football team was

Friday night’s Dietz Stadium headliners, the Kingston High School
varsity boys soccer team had itself a
very successful afternoon on the same turf, cruising
to a 5-0 homecoming win over crossover opponent
Pine Bush.
Iyare Harris led Kingston’s offense with a hat
trick, while Simon Kiluba also scored in the flow
of game play, and Ian Avossa picked up a goal on
a penalty kick. Andrew Esposito, Heber Caal Ich,
Modou Badjie and Imare Harris each recorded an
assist in Kingston’s commanding win.
Cody Baker and Virgil Ballew combined for
nine saves to preserve the clean sheet, while Jack
Bisaillon turned away 12 shots on a busy afternoon
for the Bushmen.
Next up for the Tigers is a visit to Valley Central
on Thursday, Oct. 3 for crossover action.
CRISPIN KOTT
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KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

GREAT MINDS …

W

elcome to another edition

of Kingston After Dark. Hope
you all are feeling peachy (or
at the very least impeachy) out
there. I can’t believe I am such
a snowflake that I once preferred a time when a fake
president wasn’t trying to incite a Civil War on social
media to a bunch of lazy armchair experts and dorks,
but maybe someday I will finally
be an alpha and appreciate the
hard work mafia bed wetting
grifters contributed when it
comes to making this fine nation
what it is. I really do thank my
lucky stars each week that on
the local front we have a pretty
awesome inclusive community
full of perhaps smarter-than-average people.
Fall is upon us and that means
leaf-peepers clogging the roads,
pumpkin spice everything, Oktoberfest-y drink specials and apple
picking. Of course we also have
the fabulous O+ Festival coming up but even sooner,
and well worth your time, is the StockadeFaire: An
Uptown Autumn Street Fair.
This Saturday, Oct. 5 from 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Kingston’s Uptown business district will host this vibrant
little street fair. North Front Street between Crown
and Wall will have music and shopping as part of a
cool block party. Local shops will be featured as well
as special entertainment to celebrate the district, as
well as promote tourism and sustainability.
The music is diverse and fun with a disco lounge

featuring acclaimed acts like Tedd Pattersen, Wolf +
Lamb, Sensay Shnay and A Rock (to name a few) to
the last-minute booking of Hudson Valley rockers
The Restless Age. The soulful group, featuring our
homies Will Bryant, Lee Falco and Brandon Morrison,
recently toured with Dan Fogerty and are expected
to perform at the event around 4 p.m. Faire partners
include O’Connor & Partners, Phoenicia Flea, Morgan
Stanley, Tubby’s, Kinsley Hotel,
Hudson Modern, Front Street
Tavern and more.
I am currently rocking out
to Morbid Angel’s classic Altars
of Madness as I write this and
while “Maze of Torment” scorches
hellfire tunnels through my skull
I wanted to take up a little space
to say RIP to Richard Brunelle,
former guitarist of the group
during their formative early years.
He died last week at the age of
just 55 and played on their early
demo as well as two of the most
important death metal albums of
all time, the aforementioned Altars of Madness and
the even gnarlier Blessed Are the Sick. Seriously, the
intro to “Day of Suffering” from Blessed remains the
most evil-sounding thing almost ever. No cause of
death has been revealed yet but I wanted to extend
some thanks and horns to this hero of heavy.

FALL IS UPON US AND
THAT MEANS LEAFPEEPERS CLOGGING
THE ROADS, PUMPKIN
SPICE EVERYTHING,
OKTOBERFEST-Y
DRINK SPECIALS AND
APPLE PICKING.

Faces of Kingston
Continued from Page 1
you summarize your history with the area?
IC: It’s wild. My mother had come to live with my aunt
in Hunter so I spent some time there between five
and seven. I didn’t stay long. I came back here again
in 1997 because a girl I was seeing was transferring
to [SUNY] New Paltz. It was right as I got out of the
Marine Corps. I had a friend who worked at the college.
They were looking for a chef. That’s what I had done
my last year in the Marine Corps, so I applied. I had to
borrow shoes from him ’cause I was wearing flip-flops.
I had spent years in Hawaii before that. I got the job
the first day. Over 20 years later, I’m a common-law
local. It’s an area where it is not all one or the other,
Democrat, Republican or whatever. As long as you
are open minded and kind you can prosper here. It’s
growing fast right now and it is a little scary where it
is going, but people have probably been saying that
about all of us when we came here.
MYE: How many years has Diego’s been here now?
What’s been the best part of it?
IC: Five and a half years in. It was at a time when
Kingston wasn’t what it is right now. I ran a place in
New Paltz that had a similar vibe. I was aware of the
process when it comes to this kind of fare. Me and
my wife had also worked at Mohonk. I had 10 years
and she had nine years. We tried to go corporate and
it wasn’t working. We took everything we had and
just jumped all in. I came here multiple times to ask
how they were doing and if they were willing to sell.
They weren’t too receptive at first, which I get. I am
a pretty up-front person. Six months of that they gave
me a number though and ... we’ve talked about community, I had gone to Pugsly the local barber. I wasn’t
getting anywhere but I knew he knew the owners and
so I asked if he could set up a sit-down meeting and
vouch for me. If you aren’t shy and are old school and
willing to talk to people you may have better results.
You ought to earn it, not just show up somewhere and
say, “This is what I am doing.”
MYE: Jump to your tune.
IC: I love now being a part of something I have helped

Back to the ’80s
On Friday, Oct. 18, my first pop crush Tiffany, a.k.a.
Tiffany Renee Darwish, is playing Poughkeepsie at The
Chance Theater. Ticket prices range from $25-$50 to

grow as much as I could. Whether it is Stockade or
Boitson’s or Duo or Sissy’s, the core of what was here
before there were one hundred Airbnb’s and zipcars
on the weekends. No disrespect! That pays our student
loans but it’s wild, to put it softly (laughing). We live in
a capitalistic country. That made me what I am, but is
it allowing the next generation to come up and build in
their community? I’m scared we might get into an area
where people can’t afford the American Dream with
other people buying everything up to monopolize. I
don’t know if I have all the answers, but I hope it stays
feasible. We are so driven by not making waves with
local politicians keeping their portfolio looking great
and it’s obviously better here than 10 years ago, but...
MYE: Who did it? (laughing)
IC: Exactly. And who is getting pushed out? Places
that’ve been here five generations. I’m not on a pulpit.
How much in tax breaks and how much are people
really doing for the community versus just being here
on the weekends and having a place for their friends
and people to go to when it is time? What do I know?
I sell tacos for a living.
MYE: What did you want to offer to make Diego’s a
unique place?
IC: We knew there is always this big thing about authentic fare. Authentic. “That’s not real tacos, pizza,
etc.” If we go by that, I guess nothing is real. Real pizza
is not what we eat here. Real Chinese food is different.
We decided to use tacos as the medium to put whatever
we found enjoyable that other people would like. Subs
and pizza are everything. Who thought pineapple and
ham would be popular? You see it all the time in reviews.
“They are really good but not authentic.” OK. I’m glad
you say we’re really good. We have local ingredients and
vegetarian options, good drinks. Vegan crema. Hemp
seed. I don’t think you should always make something
like tofu substitute for meat. Let the vegetable do the
job. To bring back to local, the “three sisters” was the
local Native American food grown in the area. The
ULSTER PUBLISHING’S REASON
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see the former teen star in her current glory. She never
stopped and has been making music for over 30 years
with sales of over 15 million albums. She also was very
unfairly shamed for posing in Playboy and it was really
cruel because she is allowed to have agency over her
choices and has a lot of talent as well. Tiffany earned
two U.S. number one hit singles with “I Think We’re
Alone Now” and “Could’ve Been” and set a record as
the youngest female artist to top the Billboard charts
once upon a time.
While 1987 is a long time ago, Tiffany is super rad
and can still sing. She even liked one or two of my
tweets once which is still one of the coolest things to
ever happen to me, a brief interlude of light during
my life time upon this grimdark vale of tears. Nerds
or casual Netflix viewers may recall that her smash
version of “I Think We’re Alone Now” was recently
featured prominently in The Umbrella Academy’s first
season (because Gerard Way has taste).

Enhance your brain
Psychic powers aren’t always part of every rock
show, but certain bands can break on through to the
other side. Psych-rocker weirdos Ultraam make a welcome return to Kingston in a few weeks on Saturday,
Oct. 19 with Kendra Amalie in tow. Expect a night
of wild sounds, musical architecture, some 12-string
guitar and Animal Kingdom worthy sonics and attitudes. Doors are at 8:30 and the event is expected
to run until just before it is time to turn back into a
pumpkin. This is an exciting pairing of talents and if
you can handle some left of field stuff you are certain
to have a really cool time.
Coming up faster than that however is the Monday,
Oct. 7 Les Filles de Illighadad concert with Spero at
BSP Kingston. Les Filles are all from Illighadad in
central Niger and celebrate identity and tradition.
Fatou Seidi Ghali, lead vocalist and performer of Les
Filles, is one of the only Tuareg female guitarists in
Niger. This is the group’s first U.S. tour. Doors are at
7 p.m. for the 18-and-over event which is only $15 for
an unforgettable and unique night.
Until next week, pour yourself a strong one, stare
out at the stars up in the sky, draw the shade and
hang your head to cry or whatever it takes — but
remember that you are special and the clouds will
pass someday.

corn, squash and beans. They would grow the mound
up instead of destroying the earth and then rotate their
fields. So it wasn’t harming. When we knew we were
going to open in such a historic area ...
MYE: That sounds authentic (laughing)
IC: (laughing) That’s as authentic as it gets. Very true.
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Ryan will present budget
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County executive Pat Ryan will present the 2020
Ulster County budget — his first — in Kingston this
Thursday. The budget presentation is scheduled for
3 p.m. this Thursday, October 3 at the Hudson River
Maritime Museum, 50 Rondout Landing, Kingston.

DEP’s goat patrol
The New York City Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) this summer tried out a grazing
program that used goats to attack weeds and invasive
species at Ashokan Reservoir. The trial, which finished
last week, used a herd of eleven goats at the Glenford
Dike in West Hurley. The ruminants gobbled up poison
ivy, Japanese knotweed and other weeds that have
grown rampantly over the years. The 2850-foot-long
dike is unique among the structures at the Ashokan
Reservoir because of a hand-built stone wall which
makes it difficult to cut and remove the weeds that
grow densely along it.
According to the agency, this trial was the latest DEP effort to find out whether animals can
effectively manage water supply lands in a manner
consistent with protecting water quality. Starting
in 2016, DEP deployed sheep at Neversink Dam
in Sullivan County and the dam at Rondout Reservoir in Ulster County to manage grassy areas.
The Rhinebeck-headquartered ruminants proved

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE
22 ALBANY ST, LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY on
08/12/19. Office:
Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, c/o Jonathan
Fruchter, 20 Brighton Place,
Stamford, CT 06902. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
ARC HEATING & COOLING,
LLC. Filed 7/9/19. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY designated as
agent for process & shall mail
to: C/O Christopher Rocchio,
348 Forest Rd, Wallkill, NY
12589. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Hudson Valley Hardscapes
LLC. Filed 3/19/19. Office:
Ulster Co. SSNY designated as
agent for process & shall mail
to: Thomas Taylor, 523 Awosting Rd., Pine Bush, NY 12566.
Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Krom Stone LLC. Filed
6/19/19. Office: Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as agent for
process & shall mail to: C/O
Aditi Goswami, 31 Upper Whitfield Rd., Accord, NY 12404.
Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Pug’s Powersports LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 3/22/2019. Cty:
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to 86 Smith Ave.,
Kingston, NY 12401. General
Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Zandhoek Property LLC. Art.
of Org. filed with the SSNY on
8/14/19. Office: Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to
the LLC, 530 Enterprise Drive,
Bldg. 23, Kingston, NY 12401.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of COLETTA, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 08/21/19. Office location:
Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process to Paul Covello, 5 Barbara Ct., Rye, NY 10580. Purpose: Any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Homeport On The Lake,
LLC. Filed 7/2/19. Office: Ulster Co. SSNY designated as
agent for process & shall mail
to: PO Box 794, Stone Ridge,
NY 12484. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
Publication of Notice of
Organization of Limited Liability Company
FIRST: The name of the Limited Liability Company is: ODH

Properties, LLC.
SECOND: The Articles of
Organization of the Company
were filed with the Secretary of
State on August 21, 2019.
THIRD: The county within
New York in which the office of
the Company is to be located
is Ulster County.
FOURTH: The Secretary
of State has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against the Company may be
served. The post office address to which the Secretary of
State shall mail process is: 13
S. Prospect Street, Kingston,
New York 12401.
FIFTH: The purpose of the
Company is to engage in real
estate acquisition, management and development and
to engage in any other lawful
activity for which limited liability companies may be organized under the Limited Liability
Company Law.
DATED: August 26, 2019
JOHN J. GRECO, ESQ.
Attorney for ODH Properties, LLC
Office & P.O. Address
The Governor Clinton Building
1 Albany Avenue
Kingston, New York 12401
Tel. (845)331-6073
LEGAL NOTICE
INNESS NY LLC,Art.of
Org.filed NY DOS 10/25/17,Ulster Co.S/S C/O C&B Developers LLC 161 Chrystie
St.,Ste.2A,NY,NY 10002.Manager by 1 or more Managers.
Perpetual existence.To engage
in any lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC): Joey’s General Contractor LLC,
Articles of Organization were
filed with the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on August
19, 2019. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to: Joey’s
General Contractor LLC 753
Broadway Suite B1, Kingston, Ny, 12401. Purpose:
Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon which LLC is to
dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
(LLC):
NAME: MADISON SQUARE
York ST LLC
Articles of Organization
were filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY)
on 9/5/2019. Office location:
Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to: MADISON
SQUARE York ST LLC
ADDRESS OF 516 Broadway
Suite 2, Kingston, NY 12401
LLC. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Sundae Projects Consulting LLC.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Goats on the munch at the Glenford Dike.
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on 9/3/19.
Office located in Ulster County.
SSNY is designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail a
copy of any process served
against the LLC to PO Box
103, Saugerties, NY 12477.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT – COUNTY OF ULSTER
QUICKEN LOANS INC., Plaintiff against
ROBERT D. VANVLACK, et al
Defendant(s).
Pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale dated on
August 7, 2019.
I, the undersigned Referee
will sell at public auction at
the Ulster County Courthouse,
Kingston, N.Y. on the 15th day
of October, 2019 at 10:00
a.m. premises described as
follows: All that certain, plot.
Piece or parcel of land situate,
lying and being in the City of
Kingston, County of Ulster and
State of New York.
Said premises known as 45
Gage Street, Kingston, N.Y.
12401.
(Section: 48.82, Block: 2,
Lot: 4).
Approximate amount of lien
$ 150,315.32 plus interest
and costs.
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed judgment and terms of sale.
Index No. 481-18. Rebecca
A. Millouras-Lettre, Esq., Referee.
Stern & Eisenberg, PC
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
Woodbridge Corporate Plaza
485 B Route 1 South – Suite
330
Iselin, NJ 08830
(732) 582-6344
*For
sale
information,
please visit www.auction.com
or call 800-280-2832*
LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT – COUNTY OF ULSTER
U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER
PARTICIPATION TRUST, Plaintiff
against
THE ESTATE OF RAY WILLIAM BURKARD A/K/A RAY W.
BURKARD; UNKNOWN HEIRSAT-LAW TO THE ESTATE OF
RAY WILLIAM BURKARD A/K/A
RAY W. BURKARD; HENRY BURKARD, HEIR-AT-LAW; PHILLIP
BURKARD, HEIR-AT-LAW; DOROTHY MARCHISELLA, HEIRAT-LAW; LISA WIEJACZKA,
HEIR-AT-LAW; JANICE BELL,
HEIR-AT-LAW; THE UNKNOWN
HEIR-AT-LAW TO THE ESTATE
OF GLEN BURKARD; JOSEPH
BURKARD,
HEIR-AT-LAW;
MELISSA FISHER, HEIR-ATLAW; BRYAN BURKARD, HEIRAT-LAW, et al Defendant(s).
Pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale dated on
August 12, 2019.
I, the undersigned Referee
will sell at public auction at the
Ulster County Courthouse, 285
Wall Street, Kingston, N.Y. on
the 18th day of October, 2019
at 11:00 a.m. premises described as follows: All that tract
or parcel of land, situate in the
Town of Rochester, County of
Ulster and State of New York.

Said premises known as 25
Upper Cherrytown Road, Kerhonkson, N.Y. 12446.
(Section: 68.3, Block: 1,
Lot: 5).
Approximate amount of lien
$ 67,298.19 plus interest and
costs.
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed judgment and terms of sale.
Index No. 598-18. Stephanie M. Whidden, Esq., Referee.
Stern & Eisenberg, PC
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
Woodbridge Corporate Plaza
485 B Route 1 South – Suite
330
Iselin, NJ 08830
(732) 582-6344
*For
sale
information,
please visit www.auction.com
or call 800-280-2832*
LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT – COUNTY OF ULSTER
SPECIALIZED LOAN SERVICING LLC, Plaintiff against
EUNHEY CHANG, AND ALL
THE HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF
KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, DEVISEE, GRANTEES, TRUSTEE,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, ASSIGNEES AND SUCCESORS
IN INTEREST OF ANY OF THE
AFORESAID DEFENDANTS AT
LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, DEVISEE, GRANTEES,
TRUSTEE, LIENORS, CREDITORS, ASSIGNEE AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST OF
THE AFORESAID CLASS OF
PERSONS, IF THEY OR ANY OF
THEM BE DEAD, AND THEIR
RESPECTIVE
HUSBANDS,
WIVES OR WIDOWS, IF ANY,
ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE
NAMES AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE ARE UNKNOWN TO
THE PLAINTIFF, EXCEPT AS
HEREIN STATED, et al Defendant(s).
Pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale dated
July 25, 2019.
I, the undersigned Referee
will sell at public auction at
the front Lobby of the Ulster
County Courthouse, 285 Wall
Street, Kingston, N.Y. on the
21st day of October, 2019
at 10:00 a.m. premises described as follows: All that
certain plot, piece or parcel
of land with the buildings and
improvements thereon erected
situate, lying and being in the
Village of New Paltz, County of
Ulster and State of New York.
Said premises known as
804 Briarwood Court, New Paltz, N.Y. 12561.
(Section: 86.26, Block: 4,
Lot: 43).
Approximate amount of lien
$ 175,913.82 plus interest
and costs.
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed judgment and terms of sale.
Index No. 3019-16. Rebecca A. Millouras-Lettre, Esq.,
Referee.
Stern & Eisenberg, PC
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
Woodbridge Corporate Plaza
485 B Route 1 South – Suite
330
Iselin, NJ 08830
(732) 582-6344
*For
sale
information,
please visit www.auction.com
or call 800-280-2832 *

LEGAL NOTICE
John Anselmo, LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 8/20/2019. Cty:
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to John Anselmo, 26B
Tillson Lake Rd., Wallkill, NY
12589. General Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC):
Sawkill Ventures, LLC Articles of Organization were
filed with the Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY)
on 8/8/19. Office location: Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail a copy
of process to: Sawkill Ventures, LLC PO Box 263 Glenford NY 12433 Purpose: Any
lawful acts or activities. Latest
date upon which LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUNTY OF ULSTER
BANK OF AMERICA N.A,
V.
SEAN JOSEPH DENVIR, AS
GUARDIAN AD LITEM AND MILITARY ATTORNEY ON BEHALF
OF THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
THE ESTATE OF RUBEN RIOS,
if living, and if dead, the respective heirs at law, next of
kin, distributees, executors,
administrators, trustees, devisees, legatees, assignors,
lienors, creditors and successors in interest and generally
all persons having or claiming under, by or through said
defendant who may be deceased, by purchase, inheritance, lien or otherwise of any
right, title or interest in and
to the premises described in
the complaint herein, and their
respective husbands, wives or
window, if any, and each and
every person not specifically
named who may be entitled
to or claim to have any right,
title or interest in and to the
premises described in the
complaint herein, and their
respective husbands, wives
or widow, if any, and each and
every person not specifically
named who may be entitled
to or claim to have any right,
title or interest in the property described in the verified
complaint; all of whom and
whose names and places of
residence unknown, and cannot after diligent inquiry be ascertained by the Plaintiff, et al.
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment
of Foreclosure dated May 07,
2019, and entered in the Office of the Clerk of the County
of Ulster, wherein BANK OF
AMERICA N.A is the Plaintiff
and SEAN JOSEPH DENVIRAS GUARDIAN AD LITEM
AND MILITARY ATTORNEY ON
BEHALF OF THE UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF
RUBEN RIOS, if living, and if
dead, the respective heirs at
law, next of kin, distributees,
executors,
administrators,

trustees, devisees, legatees,
assignors, lienors, creditors
and successors in interest and
generally all persons having or
claiming under, by or through
said defendant who may be
deceased, by purchase, inheritance, lien or otherwise of any
right, title or interest in and to
the premises described in the
complaint herein, and their respective husbands, wives or
window, if any, and each and
every person not specifically
named who may be entitled to
or claim to have any right, title
or interest in and to the premises described in the complaint
herein, and their respective
husbands, wives or widow, if
any, and each and every person not specifically named who
may be entitled to or claim to
have any right, title or interest
in the property described in the
verified complaint; all of whom
and whose names and places
of residence unknown, and
cannot after diligent inquiry be
ascertained by the Plaintiff, et
al are the Defendants. I, the
undersigned Referee will sell at
public auction at the ULSTER
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY
12401, on OCTOBER 29, 2019
at 11:00 AM, premises known
as 36 BEECHFORD DRIVE,
BOICEVILLE, NY 12412: Section 36.7, Block 1, Lot 6:
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT,
PIECE OR PARCEL OF
LAND, THEREON ERECTED,
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING
IN THE TOWN OF OLIVE,
COUNTY OF ULSER AND
STATE OF NEW YORK
Premises will be sold subject
to provisions of filed Judgment
Index # 14-1995. Stephanie M.
Whidden, Esq. - Referee. RAS
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants
Concourse, Suite 310, Westbury, New York 11590, Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE
LIBERTY
PROGRESS
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP (the
“LP”) filed Certificate of Limited
Partnership with the Secretary
of State of New York (“SSNY”)
on 9/11/19. LP office location: Ulster County. The SSNY
has been designated as agent
of the LP upon whom process
against it may be served. The
SSNY shall mail a copy of any
process served to LP, c/o
RUPCO, Inc., 289 Fair Street,
Kingston, New York 12401.
Name and address of each
general partner available from
SSNY. The latest date upon
which the LP is to dissolve is
12/31/2099. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
FIRE FOX FARMS, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 09/04/19. Office:
Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
1185 Bruynswick Road, Gardiner, NY 12525. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Index No.: 18-2274 and 192532
REFEREE’S NOTICE OF
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imperfect stewards, according to one DEP source, who
said they declined to eat weeds that weren’t growing
in the shade.

Shandaken statue
conundrum

the leaves are down? What about hiking trails? How
many people want to see a 35-foot bronze statue of
a person [while hiking in the woods]?” Because the
application is described as being for “a garden and a
work of art,” McGowan felt it should be classified as
a cultural facility.

The Shandaken zoning board (ZBA) has scheduled a public hearing on the petition of Sanjay Rawal
challenging zoning officer Howie McGowan’s rejection
of his request for a permit to build a 35-foot statue
of spiritual leader Sri Chinmoy on private property
in Woodland Valley. The hearing will be October 16
at 7 p.m.
Rawal said he had been told in 2017 by the previous
zoning officer, Warren Tutt, that the zoning code had
no regulations regarding statues, so there shouldn’t
be a problem with the monument, which he had commissioned for manufacture in China at what he said
was great expense. Some residents feared the statue
might attract large numbers of the deceased leader’s
devotees, altering the character of a quiet, rural area.
Ron Pordy, Rawal’s attorney, described the statue’s proposed location as secluded and not visible to
neighbors or from the roadway. “It makes no noise,
does not emit lights, will not be illuminated, makes
no mechanical motion,” said Pordy.
“I didn’t feel [the statue] was appropriate for R5,”
said McGowan. “[Rawal] says it’s not seen from the
roads, but I haven’t seen proof. What happens when

Bank seeks Saugerties branch

SALE IN FORECLOSURE
STATE OF NEW YORK
SUPREME COURT COUNTY
OF ULSTER
Citizens Bank, N.A. f/k/a
RBS Citizens, N.A. f/k/a
Citizens Bank, N.A. s/b/m
to CCO Mortgage Corp.,
Plaintiff,
v.
Thomas J. Staffa a/k/a
Thomas Staffa
Patricia Walsh-Staffa
Carolina Matos
Frankie Matos
Isabella Matos
August Werner
David Werner
John Werner
“David” (refused to state last
name)
Defendants.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT
In pursuance of a judgment
of foreclosure and sale duly
made and entered in the above
entitled foreclosure action dated July 16, 2019 and to be entered in the office of the County
Clerk of Ulster County, I, the
undersigned Referee named in
said judgment, will sell in one
parcel at public auction on October 24, 2019 at the Ulster
County Courthouse, 285 Wall
Street, in Kingston, County of
Ulster, State of New York, at
11:00 a.m., the premises described in said judgment as
follows:
SEE SCHEDULE “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A
PART HEREOF.
Property known as: 33
Camp Ridge Road, Gardiner,
NY 12525
TOGETHER with all the right,
title and interest of the mortgagors, if any, in and to the
land lying in the streets and
roads in front of and adjoining
said premises to the center line
thereof.
TOGETHER with all fixtures
and articles of personal property attached to or used in connection with the said premises.
Said premises are sold subject to any state of facts an
accurate survey may show,
to covenants, restrictions and
easements, if any, to violations, zoning regulations and
ordinances of the city, town or
village in which the premises
lie, to the rights of the public
and others in and to any part
of the premises that lies within
the bounds of any street, alley or highway, to any state of
facts an inspection would disclose it being understood that
the property is sold in an “as
is” and “where is” condition, to
any and all tenancies, possessory interests and/or leases
affecting the premises which
have not been extinguished by
this foreclosure action, and to
any right of redemption of the
United States of America.
Judgment
Amount:
$481,419.25
Dated: September 17, 2019
Justin L. Sweet, Esq. Referee
Harris Beach PLLC
Kelly C. Griffith, Esq.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
333 West Washington Street
Suite 200
Syracuse, New York 13202
315-423-7100
SCHEDULE “A”

DRA L. BRANNIGAN, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA O/B/O
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND
FINANCE, BOARD OF MANAGERS OF HURLEY REIDGE CONDOMINIUM, ULSTER COUNTY
CLERK, DAVID ARNOLD, AS
HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF ANNEKE FERGUSON ARNOLD
A/K/A ANNEKE F. ARNOLD
A/K/A ANNEKE ARNOLD,
PAMELA OLSEN, AS HEIR
TO THE ESTATE OF ANNEKE
FERGUSON ARNOLD A/K/A
ANNEKE F. ARNOLD A/K/A
ANNEKE ARNOLD, MICHAEL
ARNOLD, AS HEIR TO THE
ESTATE OF ANNEKE FERGUSON ARNOLD A/K/A ANNEKE
F. ARNOLD A/K/A ANNEKEARNOLD, DEBORAH ARNOLD,
AS HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF
ANNEKE FERGUSON ARNOLD
A/K/A ANNEKE F. ARNOLD,
A/K/A ANNEKE ARNOLD any
and all persons unknown to
plaintiff, claiming, or who may
claim to have an interest in, or
generally or specific lien upon
the real property described
in this action; such unknown
persons being herein generally
described and intended to be
included in the following designation, namely: the wife, widow, husband, widower, heirs-at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors,
administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors,
and assignees of ANNEKE
FERGUSON ARNOLD A/K/A
ANNEKE F. ARNOLD A/K/A ANNEKE ARNOLD, deceased, any
and all persons deriving interest in or lien upon, or title to
said real property by, through
or under them and their respective wives, widows, husbands,
widowers, heirs-at law, next of
kin, descendants, executors,
administrators, devisees, legatees, creditors, trustees, committees, lienors, and assignees, all of whom and whose
names, except as stated, are
unknown to plaintiff, “JOHN
DOE #1” through “JOHN DOE
#12,” the last twelve names
being fictitious and unknown to
plaintiff, the persons or parties
intended being the tenants,
occupants, persons or corporations, if any, having or claiming an interest in or lien upon
the premises, described in the
complaint, DEFENDANTS. YOU
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to
answer the complaint in this
action and to serve a copy of
your answer, or, if the complaint is not served with this
summons, to serve a notice
of appearance on the Plaintiff’s
Attorney within 20 days after
the service of this summons,
exclusive of the day of service
(or within 30 days after the
service is complete if this summons is not personally delivered to you within the State of
New York); and in case of your
failure to appear or answer,
judgment will be taken against
you by default for the relief
demanded in the complaint.
NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER
OF LOSING YOUR HOME If you
do not respond to this Summons and Complaint by serving a copy of the answer on
the attorney for the mortgage

ALL THAT CERTAIN PIECE
OR PARCEL of land situate in
the Town of Gardiner, County
of Ulster, State of New York,
being described as follows:
BEGINNING at a ½” rod set
the Southwesterly line of Camp
Ridge Road, said point being
the Northerly most corner tax
map parcel 92.004-1-65.1,
also being conveyed to Swanson Builders Crop;
Thence along said tax map
parcel 92.004-1-65.1, also
being conveyed to Swanson
Builders Corp, the following
Two (2) courses and distances;
1. South Forty-Three Degrees, Fifty-Four Minutes, Zero
Seconds West Two Hundred
Twenty-Seven and Twenty-Seven Hundredths Feet (S 43° 54’
00” W 227.27’) to a ½” iron
rod set;
2. South Eighty-Two Degrees, Thirty-Three Minutes,
Fifty-Eight
Seconds
West
Three Hundred Ninety-One and
Eighty-Two Hundredths Feet (S
82° 33’ 58” W 391.82’) to a
½” iron rod found;
Thence along lands now or
formerly Bufalino, Liber 2348,
Page 109, North Fifty-Seven
Degrees, Thirty-Nine Minutes,
Zero Seconds East One Hundred Eighty-Eight and FortyEight Hundredths Feet (N 57°
39’ 00” E 188.48’) to a ½” iron
rod found;
Thence along lands now or
formerly Brown, Liber 3370,
Page 323, North Forty-Three
Degrees, Fifty-Four Minutes,
Zero Seconds East Four Hundred Seventeen and Seventeen Hundredths Feet (N 43°
54’ 00” East 417.17’) passing
through a found 1 ¼” o.d. iron
pipe on line at 33.6’ and passing through a found flagged
flat stock on line at 405.2’ to a
point in the Southwesterly line
of Camp Ridge Road;
Thence along the Southwesterly line of said Camp
Ridge Road, South TwentySeven Degrees, Thirty-Four
Minutes, Zero Seconds East
Two Hundred Ten and Ninetyfour Hundredths Feet (S 27°
34’ 00” E 210.94) to the point
or place of beginning and containing 1.8365 Acres of land
more or less, as surveyed by
Margaret M. Hillriegel L.S.
LEGAL NOTICE
Drumlin Farm LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 1/2/2019. Cty:
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to 10 Milton Tpke.,
Milton, NY 12547. General
Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
ULSTER - INDEX NO.: 191027 – SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS. Plaintiff designates
ULSTER COUNTY as the place
of trial based upon the location of the premises herein
described having tax map Section 38.6, Block 5, Lot 7.17,
West Hurley, NY, County of Ulster – CITIBANK, N.A., NOT IN
ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT
SOLELY AS TRUSTEE OF NRZ
PASS-THROUGH TRUST VI,
PLAINTIFF, -against- SANDRA
LYNN ARNOLD A/K/A SAN-

Last year The Bank of Greene County broke
the billion-dollar mark in deposits. As of June
30, the rapidly growing Catskill-based mutual
savings banking institution held deposits of $1.15
billion — more than any other locally controlled
bank in the upper mid-Hudson region. It now has
branches in Albany, Columbia, Greene and Ulster
counties. It specializes in commercial real-estate
and commercial loans.
The bank applied last week to build a 1536-squarefoot branch in the Big Lots Plaza in Saugerties. This
would be its third in northern Ulster County and
17th overall.
The bank has been dominant in its home county
for decades, holding about 48 percent of all Greene
County bank deposits. It’s been rapidly expanding its
branch network in recent years, coming to Kingston
in 2016 and to Woodstock in 2018. Its Kingston-Ulster branch is at the corner of Ulster Avenue and
Miron Lane and its Woodstock branch at the former
Bank of America site in Bradley Meadows on Mill
company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you
and filing the answer with the
court, a default judgment may
be entered against you and you
can lose your home. Speak to
an attorney or go to the court
where your case is pending
for further information on how
to answer the summons and
protect your property. Sending
a payment to your mortgage
company will not stop this
foreclosure action. YOU MUST
RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY
OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE
COURT. Dated: Syosset, New
York, September 23, 2019.
Roach & Lin, P.C., attorney for
Plaintiff, 6901 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 240, Syosset, NY
11791. Tel: 516-938-3100. To
the above named defendants:
The foregoing summons is
served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order of
the Hon. James P. Gillpatric, a
Justice of the Supreme Court,
State of New York, dated July
25, 2019 and filed with the Ulster County Clerk together with
the supporting papers thereon.
This is an action to foreclose
a mortgage held by Plaintiff on
the premises known as Section
38.6, Block 5, Lot 7.17, West
Hurley, NY, County of Ulster as
described in the complaint on
file and commonly known as 4
B HOLLAND DRIVE, WEST HURLEY, NY 12491. 65815
LEGAL NOTICE
AUTUMN SPRINGS FARM,
L.L.C. Articles of Org. filed NY
Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/27/19.
Office in Ulster Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom process may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to 2749
New Prospect Rd., Pine Bush,
NY 12566, which is also the
principal business location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC):
Brush and Reed LLC
Articles of Organization were
filed with the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on July 7th,
2019. Office location: Ulster
County. SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to: Jena Argenta 39 Broadway 2nd Floor,
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose:
Any lawful acts or activities; art
workshops, sales, and events.
Latest date upon which LLC is
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME
COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER
U.S. Bank National Association, not in its individual capacity but solely as trustee for
the RMAC Trust, Series 2018
G-CTT, Plaintiff AGAINST Michael Caban, Erica Dewitt, et
al., Defendant(s) Pursuant to a
Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale duly dated 4-12-2019 I,
the undersigned Referee will
sell at public auction at the
Ulster County Courthouse,
285 Wall Street, Kingston,

Hill Road.
The Bank of Greene County held $12.6 million in
deposit in Ulster County in 2016, $38.7 million last
year, and $66.6 million on June 30 of this year. As of
2018, it had 147 employees.

Precarious balance
Village of New Paltz officials are trying to find a
balance between free speech and public safety that
supports the protest culture in the community but
ensures freedom of expression does not lead to a real
risk of harm.
Deputy mayor KT Tobin has been studying the issue, and reported to her colleagues at the village board’s
September 25 meeting. The guiding principles being
followed to develop some kind of process to regulate
mass gatherings include recognizing the importance of
protest as “part of the village identity,” minimizing the
cost of compliance while ensuring compliance actually
occurs, keeping the process simple and consistent and
making it content-neutral.
Tobin said trustees “want people to take to the
sidewalks” when they feel the need to express themselves, but there are police costs involved to ensure
safety at larger events.
Keeping the rules content-neutral yet acknowledging that some events might be larger and more
dangerous due to the nature of the content is the thorny
question with which trustees must wrestle.
NY on November 1, 2019 at
10:00AM, premises known
as 166 Ruby Road, Kingston
a/k/a Town of Kingston, NY
12401. All that certain plot
piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements erected, situate, lying
and being in the Town of Kingston, County of Ulster and State
of New York, SECTION: 39.3,
BLOCK: 2, LOT: 9.211. Approximate amount of judgment
$184,550.04 plus interest and
costs. Premises will be sold
subject to provisions of filed
Judgment Index #1177/2018.
Adam T. Mandell, Esq., Referee
Frenkel Lambert Weiss Weisman & Gordon, LLP 53 Gibson
Street Bay Shore, NY 11706
01-087630-F00 65517
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC):
Falco Services LLC
Articles of Organization
were filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
9/18/2019. Office location:
Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: Falco Services LLC 470 Main
Street ANDES NY 13731.
Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No specific
date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC):
Halwick Law, LLC. Articles
of Organization were filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on 9/24/19.Office location: Ulster County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to: Halwick
Law, LLC, 189 Hurley Avenue,
Ste. 1, Kingston, NY 12401
Purpose: Any lawful acts or activities. Latest date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No specific
date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that
an order entered by the Supreme Court, Ulster County,
on the 9th day of September,
2019, bearing Index Number
2019-238, a copy of which
may be examined at the Office
of the clerk, located at 244
Fair Street, 2nd Floor, Kingston,
New York grants me the right
to assume the name of David
Alexander Maximilien Mano.
The city and state of my present address are Eddyville, NY.;
the month and year of my birth
are October, 2001; the place
of my birth is Poughkeepsie,
NY; my present name is Isabel
Faye Anne Mano.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that
an order entered by the Supreme Court, Ulster County,
on the 10th day of September,
2019, bearing Index Number
19-2553, a copy of which may
be examined at the Office of
the clerk, located at 244 Fair

Street, 2nd Floor, Kingston,
New York grants me the right
to assume the name of Emma
Lynn Seckinger. The city and
state of my present address
are Kerhonkson, NY; the month
and year of my birth are May,
2011; the place of my birth is
Fort Worth, TX, USA; my present name is Emma Lynn Scott.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY
OF ULSTER, U.S. BANK TRUST
NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
AS TRUSTEE OF AMERICAN
HOMEOWNER PRESERVATION
TRUST SERIES 2015A, Plaintiff, vs. SCOTT A. RICHARDSON A/K/A SCOTT RICHARDSON, JINI ONDERDONK, ET
AL., Defendant(s).
Pursuant to an Order Confirming Referee Report and
Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale duly filed on March 22,
2018, I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction at
the Ulster County Courthouse,
285 Wall Street, Kingston,
NY on November 6, 2019 at
11:00 a.m., premises known
as 4 Clifford Street, Ellenville,
NY. All that certain plot, piece
or parcel of land, with the
buildings and improvements
thereon erected, situate, lying
and being in the Village of Ellenville, County of Ulster and
State of New York, Section
91.86, Block 4 and Lot 3.2.
Premises will be sold subject
to provisions of filed Judgment
Index # 1415/13.
Stephanie M. Whidden, Esq.,
Referee
Berkman, Henoch, Peterson, Peddy & Fenchel, P.C.,
100 Garden City Plaza, Garden
City, NY 11530, Attorneys for
Plaintiff
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE IN FORECLOSURE STATE OF NEW YORK
SUPREME COURT: COUNTY OF
ULSTER WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA, Plaintiff, vs. JUDE J. RYAN,
et al., Defendants PLEASE
TAKE NOTICE THAT In pursuance of a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the office of the County Clerk
of Ulster County on September
9, 2019, I, Rebecca MillourasLettre Esq., the Referee named
in said Judgment, will sell in
one parcel at public auction
on October 31, 2019 at the
Ulster County Courthouse,
285 Wall Street, Kingston,
County of Ulster, State of New
York, at 9:30 A.M., the premises described as follows: 94
Lyons Lane Milton, NY 12547
SBL No.: 103.3-4-59.220 ALL
THAT TRACT OF PARCEL OF
LAND Located in the Town of
Marlboro, County of Ulster, and
State of New York The premises are sold subject to the provisions of the filed judgment, Index No. 17-3207 in the amount
of $174,351.75 plus interest
and costs. Richard S. Mullen,
Esq. Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP
Plaintiff’s Attorney 500 Bausch
& Lomb Rochester, New York
14604 Tel.: 855-227-5072
65716
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Criminal justice forum
in Saugerties

The Saugerties Democratic Committee invites
the public to an educational forum, Get Smart on
Crime: Public Safety and Criminal Justice Reform,
on Thursday, Oct. 10, at 7 p.m. at the Saugerties Senior Center. Dave Clegg, Juan Figueroa and March
Gallagher will discuss the vision, practice and cost
of criminal justice reform in Ulster County. Cheryl
Roberts, the Executive Director of the Greenburger
Center for Social and Criminal Justice, and Rashida
Tyler, cofounder of the Kingston Tenants Union and
State Board Member of Citizen Action of NY, are the
moderators. All welcome.
Christine Dinsmore
Saugerties

Cutten’s the
only one qualified
The office of Ulster County Comptroller should be
of interest to every taxpayer.
The comptroller is the steward of our taxpayer
money, empowered by our county charter to find and
expose waste, abuse and fraud. People may not be
aware that we have more than $350 million of public
funds flowing through Ulster County each year!
As taxpayers, we should demand accountability
of our elected officials and not just blindly trust the
government to spend wisely. Financial audits provide
clarity on financial health. Internal audits ensure
compliance with rules and regulations, evaluate
program efficiencies and effectiveness, and identify
fraud, waste and abuses. The comptroller is the chief
auditing officer for the county and, as such, examines,
audits and verifies all books, records, and transactions
for all of the administrative units, offices and officials
paid from County funds.
Don’t we want to know that those tax dollars are
being spent wisely and that the money is not being
wasted or stolen?
Don’t we want to know that there are no “backroom” deals costing us taxpayer money?
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Wedded bliss
FORMER KINGSTON RESIDENTS Sarah Foerschler and Robert Stroffolino, now living in California, came
home to be married recently. After the ceremony ,they stopped by the Rondout area for some photos.
Considering that we do, shouldn’t we select someone with proven auditing expertise and integrity on
the job?
It is critical that the person who fills this position
understands municipal finance and auditing, has a
clear vision for delivering real accountability in Ulster
County, and has all of the skills and will to get the job
done regardless of politics.
To paraphrase JFK, this is not about a Republican
candidate or a Democratic candidate. This is about the
right candidate who has a proven ability to do the job.
Lisa Cutten is the only candidate that meets these
requirements. She is a CPA with many years of experience in finance and auditing Ulster County and other
local governments. I urge everyone to give her the
chance to protect our interests here in Ulster County
and vote Lisa Cutten for comptroller on Election Day
Nov. 5.
Tom Hickey
Kingston
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thursday
The Importance
of Being Earnest in
Rhinebeck; Silver
Needle Runway

friday
Blues Traveler’s
Popper at Bearsville;
Rhinebeck Antique
Car Show begins

saturday
Alasdair Fraser and
Natalie Haas at
Ashokan Center;
I Love My Park Day

sunday
New Paltz Regatta;
Lake Street Dive
performs at UPAC
in Kingston

monday
Free/low-cost
“Spay Shuttle”
in Poughkeepsie
and Fishkill

tuesday
Spotty Dog
Trivia Night in
Hudson: All-Nerd
Throwdown

wednesday
Learn the basics
of sailing at the
Beacon Sloop
Sailing Club
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I am writing in response to your Sept. 27 article,
“City says it’ll probably get sued over Kingstonian.”
The city attorney’s advice to public officials to cut off
communication with individual residents associated
with KingstonCitizens.org is unfounded, threatens
the required public review process, and defies basic
principles of good government. We urge public officials
to reject that approach.
In any permitting process, there is the potential
that litigation could arise after decisions are rendered.
Developers can sue. Neighbors can sue. A city must
not circumvent public discourse because of that possibility. Instead it must strive to conduct a thorough
and proper process.
Kingston’s responsibility to carefully and publicly vet each proposed development project is only
IM
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IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

That’s where
the money is

N

ewly released bank data for Ulster

County shows that the trend toward larger
percentage gains in deposits for local and
small regional banks than for the national
banks is continuing. Federal statistics show
that deposits at the seven most significant community
banks in Ulster County increased by $80 million for
the past year as of June 30, while local deposits at the
branches of seven national banks with a presence in
the county increased by only $6 million year-to-year.
Total bank deposits in Ulster County were $3.275
billion in mid-2019.
The migration of share-of-market from the national banks to the community banks of Ulster County
has been striking. Five years ago the national banks
held twice as much in Ulster County deposits as the
community banks did. The market-share margin between the two has since
markedly narrowed. By
the most current compilation, the national
banks have 50.5 percent of all deposits, the
community banks 43.7
percent, and a handful
of regional banks the
remaining 6.8 percent.
If present trends continue, deposits in Ulster
County community
banks would catch up
with those in the local branches of the national banks
in a few years.
As we’ll see this pattern is markedly different from
that in the nation as a whole.
Credit unions also bring more diversity to the
Hudson Valley financing marketplace. The federal
credit-union regulator does not require a county
breakdown of funds, but regional data shows credit
unions to be a powerful force in mid-Hudson consumer
financing. Five of them (not including the US Alliance
credit union) are influential in Ulster County — the
giant Hudson Valley Credit Union headquartered in
Poughkeepsie, the Mid-Hudson Valley FCU headquartered in the Town of Ulster, Hudson Heritage based in
Middletown, TEG in Poughkeepsie and Ulster Federal
Credit Union in Kingston. Among them, they boast

about $7 billion in regional assets.

D

espite continuing innovation in the

financial world — think fintech, payday lending,
microloans, ATMs, cooperatives, blockchain,
shadow banking and venture and vulture capital —
the availability of diverse banking services remains a
cornerstone of the regional economy. For the Hudson
Valley, branch banking is an important part of the
local civic arboretum in the $19 trillion U.S. banking
industry.
The variety of the remaining local industry players
in the Hudson Valley offers consumers more banking
choices than they enjoy in many non-large-city places.
The Hudson Valley has been largely spared the phenomenon that many other regions have experienced, of
deposit market shares moving away from community
banks. The community banking model is alive
and functioning in the region.
Community banks have a long history of establishing and maintaining local relationships
over periods of time. They offer customers local
knowledge and relationship-based banking.
They are often more intimately invested in the
communities they serve. According to a paper
by R.A. Cole recently written for the federal
Small Business Administration, small-business lending during the most recent recession
helped slow the decline of smaller banks.
The banking industry, however, continued to
consolidate into ever-larger units nationally.
Bank deposits reported to the federal regulators by
geographical location are not always a full indicator of
local banking activity. Wells Fargo Bank, for instance,
recorded deposits of $830 million in Ulster County in
2014 and only $160 million in 2019. But that didn’t
mean the bank’s financial performance was shaky. Its
deposits increased nationally from just over a trillion
dollars in 2014 to $1.3 trillion this year. Banks, like
squirrels moving their food caches, sometimes shift
around their assets for reasons that have little or
nothing to do with their activities in local markets.

THE MIGRATION OF
SHARE-OF-MARKET
FROM THE NATIONAL
BANKS TO THE
COMMUNITY BANKS
OF ULSTER COUNTY
HAS BEEN STRIKING.

heightened for a once-in-a-generation project like the
Kingstonian. Public officials should make it a priority
to engage in dialog with various constituencies and
points of view, to ensure the best outcome for the
community.
As a member of KingstonCitizens.org, I would
like to clarify that we have not suggested any intent
to sue the City over the Kingstonian project. We have
raised questions and provided perspectives designed
to ensure a transparent, fair and participatory process.
Apparently the city’s fear of a lawsuit arose because
KingstonCitizens.org had a lawyer submit a comment
on a technical zoning matter related to affordable

T

he financial role of banking needs no

dramatization. Bank assets constitute 56 percent of the American economy. According to
one estimate, that’s enough to buy every person in

housing, a critical need in Kingston. Citizens should be
free to engage professionals to help them understand
and participate in public processes without being
quarantined as potential litigants.
I intend to continue to participate in the public
decision-making process in this city that I love. I hope
that elected and appointed officials will remember
that the privilege of their positions comes with the
responsibility to listen to and raise up the voices of
citizens, not push them away.
Rebecca Martin
Kingston

Help keep local journalism strong
The business of media is changing, but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked journalism is needed now
more than ever. We believe it’s important for the entire community, regardless of economic position,
to have access to the local news that impacts their lives most. That’s why we don’t place our online
content behind a paywall. But good, local journalism costs money to produce. That’s where you come
in. We’re asking our online readers: If you value what we do, please consider making a contribution.
Your help will ensure independent, locally owned journalism will continue to thrive in your community.
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Publishing

For more: hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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the world a 13-inch Macbook Pro, with money left
over for accessories. Just the top 15 banks have $14
trillion in assets. As an industry, banking faces two
ways, toward increasing capital accumulation and
toward community service.
Which of the 19 banking institutions of Ulster County have shown steady percentage growth in deposits
in the past decade? Looking at the federal statistics
for 2009, 2014, 2016, 2018 and 2019, we found seven
banks that qualified. One was the behemoth J.P. Morgan Chase, which maintains branch offices in Kingston
Plaza and on Plattekill Avenue in New Paltz. The other
six were community-based savings institutions: Ulster
Savings, Rondout Savings, Sawyer Savings, Wallkill
Valley S&L, Rhinebeck Savings and Walden Savings.
A new entrant to the Ulster County banking scene,
The Bank of Greene County, gives promise of doing the
same. The Bank of Greene County, in common with
Rhinebeck Savings and the Catskill Hudson Bank, has
its headquarters and main banking base outside Ulster
County but finds Ulster a promising marketplace in
which to have a presence.
About 73 percent of the $1.1 billion in deposits of
The Bank of Greene County are in its home county.
Almost 90 percent of the Rhinebeck Bank’s $742 million in deposits are in its Dutchess County branches
and 57 percent of Catskill Hudson Bank’s deposits of
$427 million are in Sullivan County.
Ulster Savings Bank was familiar with that
playbook a generation ago, establishing substantial
presence in Dutchess and Orange counties. Today,
though, Ulster County still contributes 81 percent of
the Kingston-based bank’s deposits.
Banks are not all the same, especially community
banks. They differ in their history, their relationship
to their communities and their customers, their
leadership, their financial condition, their strategic
imperatives. For most people, having a variety of
banking choices makes life easier.
To a potential borrower — and that includes many
of us — that diversity is welcome. As some schools
teach in Economics 101, money is more than a means
of payment. It’s a lubricant that facilitates exchange.
Everyone accepts money as the medium of exchange.
It makes life easier, simplifying the need to match
supply and demand.

A Column for All,
About Justice for All
WHITE-COLLAR CRIME IS STILL CRIME

A

s I’m sitting down to write this article, I got a
phone call about a forgetful 85-year-old who was
about to send a check for thousands to a phony
computer protection company. He’d been threatened
that if he didn’t send the money his computer would
be hacked and all his information would be stolen. I
told him that he had been scammed and not to send
the money. Instead, he should report it to the District
Attorney’s Oﬃce. He was a victim of elder fraud. It’s
not a civil matter, it’s theft. It’s stealing from vulnerable
senior citizens who should be protected.
The DA must target scammers who steal money and
prey upon our most vulnerable citizens. The scammer
should be investigated to determine whether he was
victimizing other vulnerable elder persons in which
case he could be charged with Criminal Elder Abuse
NY Penal Law § 190.65. The incidence of white collar
crime has spiraled ever upward as economic crime
has become increasingly proﬁtable. Fraud, wage theft,
cybercrime, identity theft and even environmental
crimes such as the illegal dumping of toxic wastes have
been under prosecuted. The white-collar criminal is
often a person or business with social status. How
many white-collar criminals expect to be found out?
Very few. In truth, the US has never done a convincing
job of policing and prosecuting white collar crime.
Complaints about the lack of white collar prosecutions
go back decades.
Since the ﬁnancial crisis, the lack of prosecutions has
been widely deplored. Yet, white collar prosecutions
are at the lowest level in 20 years. Here in Ulster
County we had 30 million dollars cost overruns for the
jail with allegations of collusion. The District Attorney
convened a Grand Jury investigation which resulted in
a lone indictment charging a county employee with a
charge of criminal misconduct, a misdemeanor. Our
District Attorney admitted that he had indicted the
individual even though the statute of limitations on the
charge had run and that the case would be dismissed.
We can and must do a better of job of prosecuting
white-collar crime in Ulster County.
Dave Clegg brings four decades of experience practicing
criminal defense, and nine years as an Ulster County
Public Defender. He has fought for the rights of victims his
entire career. Dave is the Chairperson of the Ulster county
Human Rights Commission and has been a leader in our
community for decades.
PA I D P O L I T I C A L A D V E RT I S E M E N T
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Hey there

COUNTY NOTE
DiNapoli backs Gallagher
State comptroller Tom DiNapoli today endorsed
March Gallagher in the Ulster County comptroller’s
race. “March’s experience serving the community
across governmental, non-profit and for-profit industries gives her the experience needed to be an
independent voice for Ulster County,” said DiNapoli,
who, like Gallagher, is a Democrat. “I’m confident in
March’s ability to serve as Ulster County comptroller
and proudly endorse her.”
DiNapoli first met Gallagher when she was serving
as a state Assembly staffer at the age of 21. He worked
with Gallagher while she was doing research at Hudson
Valley Pattern for Progress, and that his office supported a shareholder resolution brought by Gallagher
regarding safety and environmental considerations at
the Indian Point nuclear reactor.
Gallagher will face Republican candidate Lisa
Cutten at the polls next month.

PHYLLIS McCABE

A praying mantis makes eye contact in this recent image from a local yard.
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20% - 50% off

Window Cleaning • Power Washing
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Residential Cleaning Services

(Retail Sales Only)
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9W & Van Kleecks Lane, Kingston (845)338-4936 AugustineNursery.com
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The FREE checking account that pays interest!
EARN!

FREE e-Checking
• Always FREE
• Unlimited FREE
transactions
• No minimum balance or
monthly service charge
• No other account like it
in the area

FREE
First Order
of Checks!

4.00%
APY*

on balances of $1 to $1,000

EARN!

.15%

2 Miron Lane

Kingston,
NY in
12401
Now
Open
Woodstock!
Kingston Branch:

845-336-4797

81 Mill Hill Road,
Woodstock, NY
845.679.8900

APY*

on balances over $1,000

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of // and is subject to change without notice. Balance for
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of //and is subject to change without notice.
APY: $1 - $1,000 is 4.00%; balance over $1,000 is .15%. Fees may reduce earnings.

Balance for APY: $1 - $1,000 is 4.00%; balance over $1,000 is .15%. Fees may reduce earnings.

2 Miron Lane,
Kingston, NY
845.336.4797
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