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ELECTION 2019

Two paths
Race between 
Republican Kavanagh, 
Democrat Clegg sets 
experience against 
new approach
BY JESSE J. SMITH

Democrat Dave Clegg 

and Republican Mike Ka-
vanagh, seeking the post of 
Ulster County district at-
torney at Nov. 5’s election, 

offer voters competing visions of the role of 
the county’s chief law enforcement officer.

Kavanagh, 48 and a Saugerties res-
ident, is a career prosecutor and son of 
a former Ulster County DA and State 
Supreme Court judge. He currently serves 

as senior assis-
tant district at-
torney, second 
in command to 
DA Holley Car-
nright, who will 
step down in 
December after 
12 years at the 
post.

Clegg, 66 and a Woodstock resident, 
is a trial attorney who has spent the bulk 
of his career litigating non-criminal 
cases including taking on corporations 
like Walmart and going after corporate 
polluters. He also competed in last year’s 
Democratic primary for Congress, losing 
that race to Antonio Delgado.

Whoever takes the job come Jan. 1 
will inherit an operation that deals with 
roughly 600 felony and 4,000 misde-
meanor cases each year in Ulster County 
Court, Kingston City Court and 20 town 
and village courts across the county. The 
office includes 42 assistant district at-
torneys, investigators and support staff, 
and runs on an annual budget of about 
$4.75 million.

The next DA will have to adapt to a 
rapidly changing legal landscape brought 
on by a flood of reform-minded legislation 
that will drastically speed up the pace at 

UPTOWNKingstonian adds affordable housing
Revised plan adds 14 units priced, developers say, for ‘workforce’  BY JESSE J. SMITH

M
ayor Steve Noble said 

this week he’s reached a 
compromise solution on 
the thorny issue of afford-
able housing at a major 

residential, commercial and parking 

complex proposed for Uptown Kingston.
If approved, the proposal would add 

14 below-market rate studio and one-bed-
room apartments to the Kingstonian 
project. Developers JM Development will 
cover all costs associated with the 14 units.

“I think it’s a step in the right direction. 
It complements the affordable housing 
policies that we already have,” said Noble. 
“And it shows that the developers are 
hearing from the community.”

As originally proposed, the Kingsto-

nian would consist of a 129-unit apart-
ment building and 400-car parking garage 
on the site of what is now a municipal 
parking lot at the corner of Wall and North 
Front streets. Across the street, on the 

DION OGUSTLeafy streets
THE HEART OF THE STOCKADE, bedecked with autumnal beauty.

MK Burnell

This week for a special Faces of Kings-

ton, I was pleased to chat with popular media 
personality, entertainer and all around good 
pet mom and rock ’n’ roll local MK Burnell. 
Let’s get right to it. 

Morgan Y. Evans: How are you today? I am glad we are 
doing this because you are an interesting person. How long 
have you lived in Kingston?  
MK Burnell: Thanks! I grew up in Connecticut before 
finding the Hudson Valley. I first started hanging out in 
Kingston back when BSP was still having weekly open mic 
nights, which was where I first started making friends and 

FACES OF KINGSTON
Morgan Y. Evans

Mailers 
showing Dem 

DA hopeful with 
Ismail Shabazz 
roiling the race

— page 7

OversightOversight
Cutten, Gallagher compete for comptroller

ELECTION 2019 > 4

PHOTO PROVIDED

MK Burnell.



2  THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019  KINGSTON TIMES  

‘Factories’ sold
Piazza properties picked up 
for almost $10 million  BY JESSE J. SMITH

Three properties that helped kick 

off Midtown Kingston’s ongoing trans-
formation have been sold to a developer 
new to the city’s real estate scene.

Last week, New York City-based 
Duna Real Estate Group announced that it had pur-
chased three former industrial sites turned artists’ 
live-work space from developer Mike Piazza.

The properties include the Pajama Factory at 49 
Greenkill Ave., the Brush Factory at 107 Greenkill and 
the Shirt Factory at 77 Cornell St. The $9.75 million 
deal was led by Duna founder and CEO Hagai Barlev 
with financing arranged by Max Ralby, Capital Mar-
kets Associates and HKS Real Estate Advisors. The 
deal is Duna’s first foray into the Hudson Valley real 
estate market. Collectively, the properties total more 
than 120,000 square feet, the majority of it artists’ 
live-work space.

Barlev said there was a lot of “deferred mainte-
nance” in the three buildings that needs to be addressed 
and that he hopes to work with existing tenants so 
they don’t get priced out of their 
spaces.

The former factory buildings 
were redeveloped by Piazza in 
the early and mid-2000s at a 
time when the Broadway corridor 
was struggling with blight and 
crime. They have since become 
cornerstones of the Midtown Arts 
District and the neighborhood’s 
arts-focused economic redevel-
opment.

Barlev said this week that he became acquainted 
with Kingston while traveling with his family from New 
York City to their second home in Windham. Barlev 

said he was attracted to the Midtown neighborhood’s 
vibrant arts scene. 

“For me, Midtown represents how the arts and 
the creative class in general can really drive economic 
development,” said Barlev. “I saw changes and enthu-
siasm, there’s really a positive shift going on.”

Barlev’s entry into the city’s real estate game comes 
at a time of increased concern about the displacement 
of long-established residents and businesses in the face 
of soaring values on properties and corresponding in-
creases in rent. Barlev called the issue of gentrification 
a universal problem based on supply and demand, 
one that required a careful balancing act between 

the public and private 
sphere. Barlev said the 
purchase of the factory 
properties was just the 
beginning of his move 
into Kingston and 
that he foresaw future 
projects including an 
affordable housing 
component.

“There’s a fine bal-
ance you have to strike 

between the need for economic development and 
people wanting to do business, and the needs of oth-
ers,” said Barlev.

‘For me, Midtown represents 
how the arts and the creative 
class in general can really 
drive economic development.’ 
— Hagai Barlev

MIDTOWN

corner of North Front Street and Fair Street Extension, 
a brick warehouse would be demolished to make way 
for a 29-room boutique hotel. The project also includes 
commercial space, a public plaza where Fair Street 
Extension now sits and an elevated walkway across 
Schwenk Drive linking the site to Kingston Plaza. 
The project by Orange County-based JM Develop-
ment Group and Kingston Plaza owner Brad Jordan 
is expected to cost $53 million. Some $46 million of 
the total cost will be borne by developers while $6.8 
million in state grants will pay for the removal of ex-
isting infrastructure and other prep work at the site.

A city-issued request for qualifications to develop 
the site did not include an affordable housing require-

ment; instead the document called for developers to 
maintain 200 units of public parking. Developers have 
previously argued that the cost of building, maintaining 
and operating the public parking facility would make 
subsidized housing unfeasible. Rents are expected to 
start at $1,350 per month.

The lack of an 
affordable hous-
ing component has 
formed one core 
of opposition to 
the new project. 
Local housing ac-
tivists fear that 
the Kingstonian 
will contribute on 
ongoing gentrification and displacement of existing 
residents and businesses. Activists have also argued 
that the city’s own zoning code mandates that 20 
percent of all new housing units be designated as 

affordable in the zoning code’s Mixed Use Overlay 
District where the Kingstonian would be located. The 
city’s zoning enforcement officer has ruled that the 
20 percent rule does not apply to the project because 
it is new construction and not adaptive reuse of an 
existing building — an interpretation challenged by 

some activists.
Under the new pro-

posal, the total number 
of residential units at 
the Kingstonian would 
rise from 129 to 143. The 
14 new units would be 
designated “workforce 
affordable,” meaning 
they would be open to 

people making between 60 and 110 percent of Area 
Median Income. Studio apartments in the subsidized 
units would range from $475-$871 depending on 
income. One-bedroom units would rent for between 
$580-$1,064. Overall, the affordable units would 
make up about 10 percent of the total apartments in 
the complex.

Noble said the affordable housing plan emerged 
from talks between himself and the developers that 
began in February 2018. Noble said they had initially 
hoped to find a program through the state’s Division 
of Housing and Community Renewal, or a partnership 
with local housing  nonprofit RUPCO to offset the costs 
of the subsidized units, but that they were unable to 
come up with a suitable funding stream.

“In the end, this is what we were able to come up 
with,” said Noble. 

Kingstonian adds 
affordable housing

Continued from Page 1

‘It shows that the developers are 
hearing from the community.’ 
— Mayor Steve Noble

PHYLLIS McCABE

It was a breeze
VENKAT BUDDIGA OF KINGSTON brought his eagle kite to Kingston Point Beach on Monday to fl y.

O P E N I N G : 

October 26, 2019: 
4–8pm

Introduction and  
talk with the artist,  
with writer Lynn Woods: 
4–5pm

Rezny Gallery at  
76 Prince Street Studios, 
LLC Kingston, New York

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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2020 budget
Noble’s plan calls for lower 
taxes, spending and adds 
12 jobs  BY JESSE J. SMITH

C
ity tax rates will decline slightly 

next year under a budget proposal by Mayor 
Steve Noble.

The proposed spending plan, released 
last week, also funds 12 new full-time po-

sitions in city government and 
allocates money for a new skate 
park, Wi-Fi in city parks and new 
equipment for city departments.

Noble attributed the stable 
tax levy and declining tax rate 
to cost-saving measures, com-
bined with an increase in sales 
tax and mortgage tax revenue 
and a decline in personnel costs 
from the retirement of senior city 
workers and their replacement 
with less-expensive new hires.

“This is the first year in a long 
time that we’ve actually been able to reduce spending,” 
said Noble. “Everything else stayed the same and our 
operating costs went down.” 

The proposed 2020 spending plan totals $43.92 
million, down from $45.78 million in the current 
year’s budget. The tax levy will go from this year’s 
$17.7 million to $17.69 under Noble’s plan. The tax 
rate for residential properties will decline from $9.73 
per $1,000 of assessed value in the 2019 to $9.05 per 
$1,000 in 2020. For commercial “non-homestead” 
properties, the rate will decline from $15.59 per $1,000 
of assessed value to $14.24.

The budget will also set aside $915,190 from the 
city’s reserve fund to lower the tax levy. The 2019 bud-
get set aside $904,082 from the reserve fund.  Noble 
said the drawdown will leave the fund balance slightly 
above the 15 percent of the total city budget called for 
by state guidelines. Noble said the beefed-up reserve 
fund was intended, in part, to cover anticipated costs 
associated with new contracts for the city’s police and 

firefighters’ unions expected 
sometime next year. 

Noble’s proposal also calls 
for creating 12 new full-time 
positions on the city work-
force. They include three new 
positions, including a tree 
technician, in the Department 
of Public Works. The budget 
will also boost the city’s arts 
and culture coordinator from a 
part-time to a full-time position. 
That position will be paid for 
entirely through grant funding. 

The capital plan contained in the budget totals 
$1.53 million. It includes $150,000 set aside for im-
provements in Block and Loughran parks, and a new 

skate park in Hasbrouck Park. The proposal would 
also pay for a new fire engine and new vehicles for 
the Department of Public Works.

‘This is the fi rst year in 
a long time that we’ve 
actually been able to 
reduce spending.’ 
— Mayor Steve Noble DAN BARTON

Mayor Noble.

CITY GOVERNMENT

PHYLLIS McCABE

Excited about veganism
KURT BIROC, OWNER OF FREAKIN’ VEGAN IN NEW JERSEY, was one of many vendors at the third 

annual Hudson Valley Vegfest held Saturday and Sunday at BSP. It was produced by the Institute for Animal 

Happiness. There were speakers, artists, cooking demos, movies, Kingston Animalia concert featuring readings 

by poets, and much more.

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST? CALL 845-246-8720

SERVING 
ULSTER & ALL 
SURROUNDING

COUNTIES 

INSTALLATIONS • .032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
COPPER WORK • FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE

Fully Insured • Over 30 Years Experience

Jimminy Peak
Over 35 Years Experience

Full Chimney Service
Installation of 

Chimneys
Stainless Steel 

Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

845-338-0704

Saturday, October 26th at 7 pm

Tickets: theatreontheroad.com

OLD DUTCH CHURCH
272 Wall St., Kingston, NY

F I N A L  W E E K !

HAUNTED
H I S TORY

tour  

$15 per person, $10 seniors and
students, $1.00 12 and under.

Reservations: 845-475-7973

KNOW YOUR CANDIDATES
READ KINGSTON TIMES & ALMANAC WEEKLY

ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY

A miscellany of Hudson Valley art, entertainment and adventure  |  Calendar & Classifieds |  Issue 10 |  Mar.  10 – 17

music

stage

art

movie

kids

taste

garden
night
sky

history

calendar

Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME

music

L
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Springtime stretch

PHYLLIS McCABE

KINGSTON HIGH LACROSSE PLAYERS do some dynamic stretching last week at a practice at Dietz Stadium.

BUSINESS DOWNTOWNMike P turns to the Rondout

Kingston landlord bullish on Downtown’s residential prospects  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A local real estate devel-

oper who helped usher in 
Midtown Kingston’s revi-
talization by turning long-
vacant factory buildings into 

mixed-use hives of artistic activity says 

he’s turning his attention to a new mar-

ket — and a new neighborhood — as he 

looks to capitalize on the city’s burgeoning 

reputation as a destination for downstate 

residents seeking a more-affordable but 

still-urban environment.Mike Piazza has been a force in 

Kingston real estate since 2002 when he 

bought a 64,000-square-foot former fac-

tory building at 77 Cornell St. in Midtown 

using a now-defunct state tax credit pro-

gram to push down the cost to $9.50 per 

square foot. At the time Piazza, who ran a 

small commercial real estate brokerage in 

Rockland County, was more impressed by 

the building’s price than the surrounding 

neighborhood. After examining the build-

ing from the air in his small plane, Piazza 

landed at Kingston Airport and took a cab 

to Cornell Street.“When I told the driver I was going to 

buy the place he said, ‘You’re crazy, Kings-

ton’s never going to change,’” recalls Piazza. 

Reinvented as “The Shirt Factory” the 

building set the template for what would 

become the 69-year-old Brooklyn native’s 

signature style: commercial space for 

small-scale high-end artisans, mixed with 

artists’ studio space. Big, airy, light-filled 

apartments and live/work lofts designed to 

appeal to the city’s growing creative class.

Piazza got his start in real estate in 

the ’70s and ’80s converting Manhattan’s 

vanishing manufacturing sector in neigh-

borhoods like SoHo and Chelsea into loft 

spaces that would eventually turn blighted 

neighborhoods into glittery international 

hotspots. Piazza learned to recognize the 

potential of old factory buildings, where 

high ceilings and huge windows kept 

the place ventilated and machines and 

workers functioning in an age before air 

conditioning.

LAUREN THOMAS

Mike Piazza.

CITY GOVERNMENTThey made a deal
But particularsof sales tax pactremain shroudedBY JESSE J. SMITHC ity of Kingston and Ul-

ster County officials say 
they’ve reached agreement 
on a new revenue-sharing 
plan, ending a month-long 

standoff over how to dole out $109 million 

in annual sales-tax revenue. Ulster County 

executive Mike Hein and Kingston mayor 

Steve Noble issued a joint press release late 

Friday afternoon touting the agreement.

“We have jointly designed a frame-

work that can both improve services 

for the citizens of the City of Kingston 

and throughout Ulster County through 

multiple shared-service initiatives, and 

resolve any outstanding issues regard-

ing sales-tax distribution,” the statement 

reads. The release didn’t contain details, 

stating only that a proposal would be 

unveiled this week.Kingston Common Council Majority 

Leader Bill Carey said that he was not 

privy to details on the agreement. But he 

expressed confidence this week that the 

deal would leave the city’s budget intact, 

at least for now.“I have complete faith in the mayor 

and I don’t think Mike Hein would do 

anything to make the city desperate,” said 

Carey. “My hope is that [the distribution 

formula] will stay the way it is at least for 

a couple of years to give us time to prepare 

for any changes.” If finalized, the agreement will end the 

city-county spat over a new contract to 

govern sales-tax distribution. Under the 

terms of the five-year agreement which 

expired Feb. 29, the county gets 85.5 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Mayor Steve Noble.

There is no better place than your local, independent newspaper to find out 
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ELECTION 2019

The next comptroller
March Gallagher and Lisa Cutten present cases 
to be Ulster’s fiscal watchdog  BY CHRISTINA COULTER

In the wake of the de-

parture of Elliott Auer-
bach, the only comptroller 

Ulster’s ever known, two 
women well-known to local 
public life, Lisa Cutten of 
Kingston and March Gallagh-
er of Rosendale, are running 
for the job.

Whoever wins the Nov. 
5 vote will fill the remaining 
two years of Auerbach’s term. 
Auerbach left office in May to 
take a position in the office 
of state Comptroller Tom 
DiNapoli.

Gallagher will appear on 
the Democratic and Working 
Families party lines; Cutten on 
the Republican, Conservative 
and Independence party lines.

Both registered Dem-
ocrats, Gallagher got their 
party’s nod at a convention in 
June, beating Cutten handily 
in a weighted tally of local 
Democratic committee mem-
bers. Shortly afterwards, Cut-
ten announced her intention 
to run on the Republican line, 
although she had said she 
had intended to drop out of 
the race if she did not get the 
Democratic nomination. 

On July 2, Cutten was fired 
from her position as director 
of the county’s Office of Ac-
countability, Compliance and 
Efficiency, a job she had held 
since 2014: “[County Execu-
tive Pat Ryan] wanted to move 
away from accountability, 
compliance and efficiency,” 
joked Cutten.

“The county executive has a role and the comptroller 
has a role,” said Cutten when she was asked whether 
she could work harmoniously with the county exec 
despite the fact Ryan fired her. “They’re independent, 
and I would fully expect if elected the executive and 
I would have a relationship based on mutual respect, 
both personally and professionally. We would act in a 
way that would be in the best interest of the residents 
of Ulster County. It is my belief 100 percent, or 125 

percent, that the county comptroller does not belong 
in politics. It’s about watching the money, that’s it. It’s 
rooted in fact. That’s it.”

“I think I can restore the relationship between the 
Comptroller’s Office and the executive and the legis-
lature. That’s what this campaign should be about,” 
said Gallagher when asked what the ideal relationship 
between the comptroller and the executive should be. 
Auerbach and former county executive Mike Hein, 
who also departed office for a job in state government, 
clashed often during their tenures.

Cutten, 60, started overseeing budgets when she 
was 26, serving as the comptroller for the City of 
Kingston between 1986 and 1998 after earning a bach-
elor’s in accounting from Pace University. She went 
on to achieve certified public accountant status before 
serving as comptroller for the Town of Poughkeepsie 
and then the Town of Fishkill. After a stint working 
as a CPA in Kingston, Cutten worked as the county 
auditor before Auerbach was elected in 2008. Working 
in this capacity, she uncovered a major instance of 
fraud carried out by not-for-profit organization Lower 
Esopus River Watch that she cites as an example of 
her ability to “follow the money.”

“An invoice went across my desk for $50,000 and I 
didn’t understand what I was being asked to pay for,” 
said Cutten, a Kingston resident. “I started asking 
questions of the appropriate people and was ignored 
and eventually ridiculed before county committees. 

But I knew it was important to keep asking the ques-
tions. I produced a 33-page report plus attachments 
and that, along with presentations from the county 
attorney, the DA and an forensic auditor at the time 
were made to the legislature and they voted to sent it 
to [the state] attorney general to investigate. They did 
investigate and prosecute … the State Supreme Court 
decision in that case says that between 2002 an 2006 
the … organization took $1.7 million dollars, and [it] 
had been successful in stealing hundreds of thousands 
in that time period. If I hadn’t refused to approve that 
$50,000 payment, they wouldn’t [have been caught].”

In 2011, Cutten was hired as a senior auditor 

under then-comptroller Auerbach, where, she said, 
her department disconnected 300 unused phone 

lines. She was promoted to deputy budget director, 
where she worked to implement and train county 
employees in a new digitized countywide financial 
management system.

After attending County Executive Pat Ryan’s bud-
get presentation earlier this month, Cutten said she 
already has ideas to streamline the county’s budget.

“The previous county executive had worked hard 
to rightsize the number of government positions and 
had to reduce the county’s staffing,” she said. “In this 
year, we’re taking a pretty serious move in the other 
direction. We need to keep an eye on it. I know that 
some of those positions are grant-funded, but some-
times with grant funding, it doesn’t materialize. Like 
the Public Defender’s Office. That eventually affects 
your fund balance. It’s something that I want to take 
a look at.”

Cutten also noted that of the $13 million increase 
in the proposed 2020 budget, the smallest increase 
went towards health and mental health expenditures.

Cutten said she favors a more transparent, accessi-
ble presentation of the county budget, which for 2020 
comes in at $342.28 million.

“I would advocate for something that is more 
user-friendly,” she said. “Because I have experience 
and know the financial system, if the exec or the 
commissioner of finance didn’t want to summarize 
it in a certain way or present comparatives, I’m in 
the position to offer that to the people in the official 
presentation from the executive.”

Gallagher also advocated for a better online pre-
sentation of the budget online and said she wanted 
to save money by maximizing efficiency.

“Are we providing government in the best way that 
we can? That’s a role that the Comptroller’s Office 
hasn’t had a lot of traction in the past years,” she said. 
“Two of the CSEA employees from [the Department 
of Social Services] said to me, ‘You wouldn’t believe 
the number of times that we have to PDF the same 
documents.’ The far bigger savings for taxpayers is in 
efficiencies.”

Gallagher, who has attained endorsements from 
Auerbach, the CSEA and DiNapoli, worked as com-
mittee clerk for then-assemblyman Maurice Hinchey 
in 1989 and then worked as a budget analyst for the 
Assembly’s Ways and Means Committee. She got mas-
ter’s degrees in public policy and environmental science 
before earning a law degree at Boston University and 
practicing environmental law. In 2001, she returned 
to the Hudson Valley and became chairwoman of 
the Ulster County Industrial Development Agency 
in 2006. She eventually headed up the county’s Office 

PHOTOS PROVIDED

March Gallagher.

Clearwater ride 
this Saturday

Experience the Hudson River 
from a new perspective by sailing 
with Clearwater from Kingston 
on Saturday, Oct. 26. Tickets 
are available at the Clearwater.
org Facebook event link at 
https://www.facebook.com/

events/964770397190341/. To 
become a member of Clearwater, 
call (845) 265-8080 or visit www.
Clearwater.org.

Author talk about 
recovering from 
addiction memoir

Local author Julie Evans will 
introduce her new memoir, Joy 
Road: My Journey from Addiction 
to Recovery, on Friday, Oct. 25 

at 7 p.m. at Inquiring Minds 
Bookstore & Café, 65 Parti-
tion St., Saugerties. Evans, a 
change-of-life baby, spent much 
of her Midwestern childhood nur-
turing her alcoholic mother and 
chronically ill father. After both 
parents died while she was still 
a teen, she developed a series 
of addictions to sex, drugs, al-
cohol and nicotine. Today Evans 
lives on Joy Road in Woodstock, 

a healed healer, writer and moti-
vational speaker with a thriving 
massage practice. She is also 
a founding member of Health 
Care Is a Human Right, a Family 
of Woodstock-affi liated service. 
Tamara Cooper, team leader of 
the Family of Woodstock Crisis 
Hotline, will be on hand to intro-
duce Evans. Together they’ll talk 
about “the real stuff,” raising 
hope and awareness and living 

one’s best life. Admission is 
free. For more information, visit 
inquiringbooks.com and wood-
stockarts.com.

Catskill Mountain 
Railroad fall foliage trains

Catskill Mountain Railroad’s 
Rails of Terror will do its fi nal run 
on Saturday, Oct. 26. The Pump-
kin Express trains make their last 
outings on Saturday and Sunday, 

Cake Box 
Bakery/Cafe

Halloween & Fall Cakes,  
Pies & Pastries now Available!

Reserve Today for your  
Fall Festivities!

8 Fair St. Kingston, NY 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: 

Tues - Sat: 7A-5P
Sunday: 7A-2P
Closed Monday
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A Kingston Xanadu?
Rondout Creek waterfront 
boardwalk plans are 
ready  BY GEDDY SVEIKAUSKAS

In Xanadu did Kubla Khan
A stately pleasure-dome decree:
Where Alph, the sacred river, ran
Through caverns measureless to man
   Down to a sunless sea.
So twice five miles of fertile ground
With walls and towers were girdled round;
And there were gardens bright with sinuous rills,
Where blossomed many an incense-bearing tree;
And here were forests ancient as the hills,
Enfolding sunny spots of greenery.

— Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Some big dreams of urban revital-

ization are more easily realized than 
others. When it comes to schemes for the 
Rondout neighborhood of Kingston, Rob 
Iannucci’s dreams have been 15 years in the 

hatching. Some people who shared his dreams have 
become disillusioned. Patience has been required. 
That patience may yet pay off.   

Iannucci, owner of the bulk of the land between 
the East Strand and the Rondout Creek, is as ebullient 
and optimistic as ever. His plans continue to move 
forward, he said this week before he gathered the local 
media for an update.

His message was that all the governmental ducks 
were now lined up. City, county, state and federal po-
litical support was in place for a boardwalk along the 

Rondout waterfront from the 9W bridge to the path 
to the lighthouse. Some state Department of State 
funding is earmarked. All is in accordance with the 
state-sanctified Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan. 

The presence of toxic industrial pollution has long 
hindered Rondout waterfront revitalization. Iannucci 
has come to agreement with the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation on a “cap-and-contain” 
remediation plan to allow development of much of 
the polluted acreage.

Once constructed, the uninterrupted pedestrian 
walkway along the waterfront and accompanying 
bulkheads would be the connecting attraction along 
the waterfront tying together historic, maritime, 
recreational, commercial and residential elements. 
Green spaces between appropriate commercial enter-

prises would be provided on Iannucci’s land to allow 
convenient public access from the Strand. Altogether 
two and a half acres of Iannucci’s property would be 
devoted to green space.

“It’s a civic-oriented project,” Iannucci explained 
this week. A draft generic environmental impact state-
ment for the plan will make environmental approval 
of certain projects easier. Was the construction of the 
boardwalk likely within the next year? Well, it might be.

Would building take place within the next year on 
the 17 acres Iannucci owns along the waterfront or on 
other parcels contiguous to it? He wouldn’t rule the 
possibility out. He has had meetings with prospective 
developers, including local ones.

Some 192 acres, including as far west as Island 
Dock, is included in the waterfront plan.

of Economic Development. 
Gallagher said that while IDA 
chair, she enacted reforms and 
implemented a “clawback” 
policy that allowed the agen-
cy to rescind tax benefits if 
businesses did not follow up 
on their end of the deal. She 
participated in the drafting 
of “Ulster Tomorrow,” a plan 
for the county’s economic 
future that was ultimately 
incorporated into the county 
comprehensive plan.

“I don’t think it’s about 
whether or not you have the 
credentials of being a CPA,” 
said Gallagher. “It’s about 
leadership. I’ve managed fi-
nancial staff and that’s what 
this job is about. You need 
vision and the ability to com-
municate with people, and 
that’s what I bring.”

In more recent years, 

Gallagher, a 51-year-old 
Rosendale resident, has 

overseen large budgets for 
not-for-profits, first with 
Hudson Valley Patterns for 
Progress and, until resigning 
to run her campaign, as the 
CEO of Community Founda-
tions of the Hudson Valley. 
The nonprofit administers 
millions in charitable contri-
butions and grants on behalf 
of local community organi-
zations. 

Gallagher said her interest in local government 
began with an interaction with a concrete contractor 
when she ran a private law practice in Saugerties. The 
contractor emotionally, she said, rolled out plans for 
the Ulster County Jail that he said would need “hun-
dreds of change orders” on the project. As it turned 
out, the new jail was massively late and over-budget. 
The incident, she said, made her realize that the Ulster 
County government was in sore need of reform.

According to Cutten, Gallagher’s ties to area non-
profits could pose a conflict of interest.

“Those relationships where she’s given money over 
the past years will create an independence issue in 
appearance or in fact,” Cutten said. “If you were sitting 
on a board, if you have a potential conflict, you can 
recuse yourself from a vote. As the comptroller, the 
decisions about what you audit or don’t audit isn’t 
something that you announce publicly ... I think that’s 
a serious issue.”

Gallagher sees no conflict of interest between her 
nonprofit work and serving as comptroller: “I never 
made the funding decisions, I merely administered 
the funds,” she said. “They’re the ones that made the 
final grant decisions.”

Gallagher turned the accusation around, saying 
Cutten is the candidate with the conflict of interest.

“If you look at government accounting standards… 
there is a direct bar there. [She] set up [the new ac-
counting] systems. I don’t have a conflict of interest, 
she has pointed to nothing in government accounting 
programs. She set up the new system, she set up the 
financial controls, she has the conflict. How is she 
going to audit her own work? If you build a building, 
do you want the builder to do the inspection?”

“I had more of an oversight role with respect to 
those grants,” Gallagher continued. “I don’t see any 
conflict whatsoever ... I have ethical responsibilities 
too and I take ethical training too. I think it’s a moot 
issue — let the voters decide.” 

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Lisa Cutten.

Oct. 26-27. Polar Express trains 
begin Nov. 15. For more informa-
tion, visit www.catskillmountain-
railroad.com.

Waterfront open house
Mayor Steve Noble and the 

city’s Offi ces of Grants Man-
agement and Sustainability will 
hold an outdoor open house 
event — “Weaving the Water-
front: Kingston” — on Saturday, 

Oct. 26 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The open house, the city states, 
“will inform and engage the 
community about four major 
projects that will improve and 
protect the Kingston Waterfront: 
Waterfront Resiliency Design; 
Rondout Riverport Shoreline 
Stabilization and Public Access; 
Kingston Point Climate Adaptive 
Design; and Kingston Point Park 
Improvements.

The event will include: a 
self-guided walking or bicycling 
tour with exhibit stops staffed by 
the project design teams; free 
boat tours to the Lighthouse; and 
trolley rides to and from Kingston 
Point. Information regarding the 
projects and the tours will be 
available throughout the day in 
the Kingston Home Port and Edu-
cation Center also known as the 
Clearwater Barn at 50 Rondout 

Landing.
“This event is a unique 

opportunity for the public to 
actively explore, learn about, 
and participate in the future of 
the Rondout Creek and Kingston 
Point waterfront and park land,” 
Noble stated in a press release. 
“We are working hard to design 
a resilient and active waterfront 
and want the community’s input 
and feedback.”

For more information and 
ongoing updates about the 
event, visit www.kingston-ny.
gov/weavingthewaterfront 
or check out the Facebook 
event: www.facebook.com/
events/386441122259021/

A rendering of Rob Iannucci’s vision for the downtown boardwalk.
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Two paths
Continued from Page 1

Faces of Kingston
Continued from Page 1

musical connections. It’s the best place I’ve ever lived. 

MYE: You seem like a really busy person from taking 
care of funny animals to working as a music director 
at Radio Woodstock to performing live or interviewing 
people yourself. 
MK: I know a lot of us around here are in the same boat 
with working a full-time job and also having a lot of 
“extracurriculars.” I also DJ weddings sometimes. Most 
Kingstonites probably know me as the girl walking the 
big white fluffy dog pretty much daily.

MYE: Coolest moment with Radio Woodstock?
MK: Mountain Jam 2016 jumps out, when the Avett 
Brothers’ set got cancelled due to a tornado warning, 
so they came up into our broadcast area and played 
impromptu songs on air. Those harmonies and the 
lyrics of “Smithsonian” being sung five feet from my 
face an hour before the end of the festival was extremely 
cathartic and I was just sitting there with tears running 
down my cheeks. 

MYE: I love that. I am hoping to make the Shannon 
and the Clams show tonight at BSP. Do you have a 
memory of the first concert you saw in our area?
MK: Oh, I completely do! This was shortly after I 
moved to the Hudson Valley. I got set up on a blind 
date, who invited me to Snug Harbor to see a band. 
The band was Snowbear, and my mind was absolutely 
blown. I’d never seen a local band get a crowd dancing 
so hard, you know? I didn’t even know that was a thing 
that happened outside of, like, Of Montreal concerts. 
My old band Locofreeq was a direct attempt to fulfill 
the fantasy of being that band, turning people on like 
that. Oh, and we’re playing with Snowbear Nov. 2 at 
Snugs! Locofreeq technically doesn’t exist anymore 
so this is a rare chance to see both bands together, 
maybe the last chance.

But yeah, that one night really started my love 

affair with the Hudson Valley music scene and made 
me want to not only be a part of it musically, but also 
use my role at WDST (once I started working there) 
to give local bands airtime.

MYE: What are some of your favorite things to do in 
Kingston? I think I saw you for maybe five seconds this 
O+ but honestly the whole weekend is a blur. 
MK: O+ is always a blur! A wonderful blur. I obviously 
love seeing music at BSP, the Anchor, Tubby’s, Rough 

Draft, wherever. I’m such an old lady though. I just 
love walking my dogs. Dog owners will relate — when 
you move to a new neighborhood, you get to know it by 
walking your dog, and when I moved to Green Street 
and started finding places to walk around uptown I just 
fell in love with it. The architecture, the variety. Walking 
around Kingston just makes my heart happy, you know? 

MYE: Is it safe to ask about ... um, Uncledad? I am also 
a fan of the term Bruncle in these horrible MAGA times 
we live in. I didn’t know you play fiddle! “Whiskey In 
My Coffee” is a bop.  
MK: So I usually describe Uncledad as my “weird girl 
band.” It’s myself and my friends Jenny, Rixey and Col-
leen. We all play multiple instruments, all write songs 

and take turns singing lead. It started when Jenny and 
I started talking at this full moon party about how it 
would be fun to start a casual jam session type thing, 
and Colleen and Rixey were interested too and it just 
became Uncledad. I just wanted an excuse to practice 
my fiddle more and now we have like 15 songs.

MYE: You meet and talk to a variety of people. Do 
you feel like people generally have a more positive or 
negative view of how things are going in Kingston these 

days? What would you like to see happen here?
MK: It’s really a mix, isn’t it? A lot of the 
out-of-towners I talk to — bands who are 
touring through the area, people visiting for 
the weekend — are so enthusiastic about 
Kingston, but for those of us who live here 
there’s a certain amount of anxiety because 
most of us don’t make that much money 
and there’s a very real danger of getting 
priced out of this community we’ve helped 
rejuvenate.

I was lucky enough to be able to buy 
my very modest house which is affordable 
between my boyfriend and I, but a lot of my 
friends who would love to own a house in 
Kingston are beaten to the punch or outbid on 
the starter homes or fixer-uppers by wealthy 
investors snapping up entire blocks to turn 
into AirBnBs or expensive rentals. But that’s 
the pattern — a run-down community gets 

inhabited by young, ambitious, low-income people 
who make it “cool” by bringing in music and art, the 
wider world discovers it, property values increase. So 
many of us are against the Kingstonian project — we 
see it as a cold-blooded move to further gentrify the 
Stockade district and cater to the influx of high-income 
Brooklyn transplants while intentionally pushing out 
the folks who already live here. 

So I guess my answer is less what I would like to 
see happen, and more what I wouldn’t like to see. 
Hope that counts!

If I’m allowed to plug socials, I have a million 
instagram accounts — @mk.ultramatic; (personal); 
@uncledadmusic (band); @figgy_dog (my dog); @
razaketh666 (my other dog).

‘A lot of the out-of-towners I talk to — 
bands who are touring through the area, 
people visiting for the weekend — are 
so enthusiastic about Kingston, but for 
those of us who live here there’s a certain 
amount of anxiety because most of us 
don’t make that much money and there’s 
a very real danger of getting priced out of 
this community we’ve helped rejuvenate.’
— MK Burnell

which prosecutors must turn over evi-
dence to the defense in criminal cases, 
while eliminating cash bail for most mis-
demeanors and non-violent felonies. The 
dynamics of the local criminal justice sys-
tem will also change with the retirement 
of County Court Judge Donald Williams, 
a former DA and uncompromising jurist 
known for heavy sentences and skepti-
cism of alternatives to incarceration. In 
January, Williams will be succeeded by 
reform-minded Democrat Bryan Rounds, 
who’s running unopposed for the seat.

Kavanagh is campaigning as an ex-
perienced prosecutor who sees the job 
through a more traditional lens — holding 
offenders accountable and standing up 
for crime victims. Clegg has embraced a 
vision for the office focused on progressive 
reforms like specialty courts for addicts, 
veterans and the mentally ill, and pro-
grams designed to divert young offenders from the 
criminal justice system.

The contest is not a strictly a matter of traditional 
versus progressive views. Kavanagh supports diversion 
programs for low-level offenders; Clegg has promised 
a stern approach to violent felony crimes.

But their differing approaches can be seen in their 
endorsements. Kavanagh is running with support from 
police unions representing state police, Ulster County 
sheriff ’s deputies and local police departments. Clegg’s 
only law enforcement endorsement comes from Ulster 
County Sheriff and fellow Democrat Juan Figueroa. 
Clegg has earned endorsements from Democratic 
elected officials including Ulster County Executive 
Pat Ryan and Assemblyman Kevin Cahill, as well as 
progressive activist groups like Indivisible Ulster and 
Citizens Action of New York. Both candidates are rated 
“highly qualified” for the job by the Ulster County Bar 
Association.

Kavanagh grew up in Woodstock absorb-

ing lessons on the law from his father. E. 
Michael Kavanagh served as Ulster County’s 

district attorney from 1978 to 1998 before going on to 

serve as a State Supreme Court justice and appellate 
judge. Kavanagh graduated from Fordham University 
and Widener University Law School. Following law 
school he spent eight years as a Dutchess County assis-
tant district attorney, followed by two years in Austin, 
Texas, where he practiced criminal defense and civil 

litigation. Afterwards, he 
returned to Ulster Coun-
ty with his wife Jen and 
took a job with the former 
Kingston-based law firm 
Mainetti, Mainetti & 
O’Connor. He has worked 
in the Ulster DA’s Office 
since 2012.

In his capacity as chief 
assistant DA, Kavanagh 
has tried a number of 
high-profile cases. He’s 
also worked on criminal 
justice and prevention 
initiatives. He participates 
in the Ulster County In-
ter-Agency Task force, 
which focuses on education students and parents about 
the dangers of opioid abuse. Kavanagh also serves on 
the planning committee for a proposed opioids court 
that would divert addicts from the criminal justice 
system into treatment and supervises a team dedicated 
to focused enforcement on domestic violence.

“To me, it’s the best job in the courtroom,” said 
Kavanagh of the prosecutor’s role. “I take tremen-
dous satisfaction in doing some of the things we do; 
holding violent offenders accountable and standing 
with victims.”

Clegg is a Staten Island native who came 

to the Hudson Valley as a student at SUNY 
New Paltz in the ’70s. After law school, Clegg 

worked at a legal aid group in western Nebraska, 
where he handled civil rights and criminal defense 
litigation for members of the Lakota Sioux nation who 
were struggling with poverty and discrimination. After 
moving to Kingston in 1981, Clegg spent nine years 
as a part-time assistant public defender and five as 
assigned counsel working with defendants in federal 
court for the Northern District of Albany. The bulk 
of his experience — and nearly all of his recent legal 
work — has been as a trial attorney in civil cases. Clegg 
said his experience litigating hundreds of civil cases 
made him well suited to the role of district attorney.

“I bring a level of trial practice that is not there 
right now,” said Clegg. “I’m bringing skills into the 
organization.” 

In addition to his legal work, Clegg 
has been active in community service 
with a focus on racial and economic 
justice. He is a deacon in the United 
Methodist Church with a degree in divin-
ity from Yale. As chairman of the Ulster 
County Human Rights Commission, he 
was part of an effort to bring principles 
of “restorative justice” to Kingston 
schools. Restorative justice emphasizes 
reform over punishment and seeks to 
have offenders recognize the negative 
impact of their actions and make amends 
to victims.

Clegg has promised to take a simi-
lar approach to criminal justice in the 
county, a strategy he calls “Smart on 
Crime.” The approach, he said, empha-
sizes alternatives to incarceration for 
low-level and non-violent crimes, the 
use of specialty courts to deal with the 

specific needs of groups like veterans, opioid addicts 
and the mentally ill, and prison re-entry programs to 
help prevent recidivism.

“There are some innovative things that have not 
been tried here,” said Clegg. “That will allow us to 
refocus our resources on prosecuting serious crimes, 
violent crimes and the major drug traffickers who are 
bringing heroin and fentanyl into our community.”

Clegg said that he would also address what he be-
lieves is bias in the criminal justice system that leads to 
disproportionate rates of incarceration for minorities. 
Clegg added that he would also put prosecution of 
environmental crimes on the radar at the DA’s office 
and initiate a program of “trauma-informed” services 
for crime victims.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Mike Kavanagh.

DAN BARTON

Dave Clegg. 
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Fateful handshake: Mailers showing Dem DA hopeful 
with Ismail Shabazz roiling the race

Democratic District Attorney hope-

ful Dave Clegg is dealing with the fallout 
this week after a George Soros-backed 
political action committee unaffiliated 

with his campaign produced mailers featuring him 
shaking hands with Ismail Shabazz, a Kingston activist 
and convicted weapons dealer known for his harsh 
criticism of police.

In an interview this week, Clegg noted that his 
campaign had not produced the mailer and dismissed 
the notion that a routine campaign handshake some-
how represented an endorsement of Shabazz’s views 
on law enforcement.

“I had nothing to do with it,” said Clegg of the mailer. 
“I didn’t choose that photograph, nor would I have.” 

But some in local law enforcement, most of which 
have endorsed Clegg’s opponent, current Chief Assis-
tant DA Michael Kavanagh, expressed outrage over 
the mailer and called on politicians supporting Clegg 
to rescind their endorsements.

In a statement on behalf of the Mid-Hudson 
Association of Police Chiefs, Association President 
and Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra wrote, “Mr. 
Clegg’s touting of his association with this convicted 
felon who advocates violence against police officers 
is an affront to every man and woman who serves to 
protect this community.”

On Monday, the union representing state troopers 
weighed in with their own letter condemning the 
photo, while a retired NYPD detective who worked 
the case against Shabazz pointed to the activist’s long 
history of hostility towards law enforcement and at 
least one other picture — culled from Clegg’s cam-
paign website — showing the candidate embracing 
Shabazz. Raymond Nafey wrote that in a series of 
recorded conversations with the informant, Shabazz 
spoke about his desire to “physically injure” members 
of local law enforcement.

“A community activist, such as he was, in truly the 
worst sense,” wrote Nafey. 

Kavanagh said it would be up to voters to decide 

whether the handshake with Shabazz should count 
against Clegg. But the career prosecutor added that 
he understood why members of the law enforcement 
community were upset by the image.

“They’re wondering why someone who wants to 
be the chief law enforcement officer in the county is 
associating with somebody who refers to cops as pigs 
and was recorded selling weapons while expressing 
the hope they’ll be used on cops,” said Kavanagh. 
“They’re wondering why somebody like Shabazz 
supports Clegg.”

Clegg, who said that he was introduced to Shabazz 
by a minister friend at the campaign kickoff, called 
the attacks on his campaign “shameful” and “purely 
political.”

“It is outrageous for somebody to suggest that I 
can’t shake somebody’s hand.”

The mailers were produced by the New York Justice 
and Public Safety PAC, a group funded by Soros to 
support candidates committed to progressive criminal 
justice reform. The mailers tout Clegg’s credentials as 
a defender of civil rights with a forward-looking vision 
for the district attorney’s office. Featured prominently 
in the mailers is a photograph of the 66-year-old liti-
gation attorney and Methodist deacon shaking hands 
with Kingston resident Ismail Shabazz.

Shabazz, 64, is well known in Kingston for his work 
on youth and community issues. He is a past president 
of the Kingston chapter of the NAACP and helped 
start an anti-violence program aimed at city youth.

Shabazz has also been an unrelenting 

critic of law enforcement in Kingston and Ulster 
County. On social media he routinely refers 

to cops as “PIGS” an acronym for “Police in Gangs” 
and has accused individual police officers — without 
providing evidence — of everything from drug abuse 
to rape. Shabazz has also associated with radical black 
nationalist groups, including the New Black Panther 
Party. In 2014, he helped form an offshoot of the group 
dubbed “Black Panthers for Self Defense.”

In 2014, Shabazz’s association with those groups 
drew the attention of the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task 
Force. Among Shabazz’s causes was the case of Assata 
Shakur. In the late ’60s and early ’70s Shakur was a 
member of the Black Liberation Army — a Black Pan-
thers offshoot which carried out robberies, bombings 
and the targeted assassinations of police officers in 
New York City and elsewhere. In 1977 Shakur was 
convicted of the murder of New Jersey state trooper 
Werner Foerster; two years later, she was freed from 
prison in a daring raid by fellow BLA members. She 
later sought asylum in Cuba, where she remains.

In 2014, Shabazz attended a rally in support of 
Shakur in Harlem. There, he was approached by a 
convicted felon turned FBI informant assigned to 
infiltrate the resurgent black civil rights movement 
that sprung up in the wake of the 2014 protests in 
Ferguson, Missouri.

Police say that between 2014 and 2015, Shabazz 
sold the informant six firearms including an illegally 
sawed off shotgun, an assault rifle and two pistols. 
Police say that audio recordings of the deal captured 
Shabazz discussing recruiting members of the Bloods 
street gang into his political organization and talking 
about using the weapons against police officers.

But despite the evidence, federal au-

thorities declined to bring charges against 
Shabazz. Instead, in May 2015 District 

Attorney Holley Carnright brought state charges of 
criminal sale of a firearm against Shabazz. Shabazz 
denied advocating violence against police and claimed 
that he was a victim of entrapment. (Among other 
things, Shabazz claimed the informant showed him 
documents suggesting he was a federally licensed 
firearms dealer). Shabazz’s former attorney, civil rights 
litigator Michael Sussman said that his client just 
wanted to get the firearms off the streets of Kingston 
and believed they were destined for “liberation move-
ments” in Africa. In October 2016, Shabazz struck a 
plea agreement with the special prosecutor assigned 
to the case. Shabazz pleaded guilty to a single count of 
attempted criminal sale of a firearm and was sentenced 
to two years in state prison. Shabazz was released in 
October 2018.

JESSE J. SMITH

While Clegg is running on a promise 

to reorient the DA’s office in line with 
progressive principles of criminal justice, 

Kavanagh is running on his experience and what he 
calls a pragmatic approach that embraces diversion 
programs and rehabilitation for addicts, while tak-
ing a traditional prosecutorial stance towards more 
serious crimes.

“As a law enforcement agency we are charged with 
protecting and standing up for victims and keeping 
the public safe,” said Kavanagh. “Mr. Clegg’s platform 
seems more focused on protecting the rights of defen-
dants. Of course you always have to be aware of the 
rights of defendants, but there’s a defense attorney 
and judge for that. We are here for the victims and 
the general public.”

Kavanagh said the DA’s office would need an ex-
perienced hand at the helm next year when a series of 
criminal justice reforms take effect. Kavanagh said, for 
example, that discovery-of-evidence reform had been 
passed without a corresponding increase in funding 
for police labs. As a result, he said, prosecutors would 
have to prioritize cases and push hard to get forensic 
evidence analyzed within the new time frame or risk 
having cases dismissed. Kavanagh also expressed 
concern about the impact of bail reform on diversion 
programs. Without the threat of jail, Kavanagh said, it 
was likely many addicts would simply choose to return 
to the streets rather than entering and complying with 
a court-supervised rehab program.

“These changes are coming whether we agree with 
them or not,” said Kavanagh. “And you need someone 

who really understands the system to deal with them.”
Clegg, meanwhile, has accused Kavanagh and his 

supporters of misrepresenting his experience in the 
criminal justice system and ignoring his work as a 
defense attorney, including two cases in recent months. 
But Kavanagh said that while Clegg may have some 
decades-old experience in the criminal court system, 
he isn’t a regular in the justice courts and county 
courthouse where defense attorneys and prosecutors 
ply their trade.

“I’m sure he’s a very experienced civil attorney,” said 
Kavanagh. “But aside from a few cases here and there, 
nobody in the DA’s Office has seen him do anything 
this century.”
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KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

This week, an old ROLLING STONE

best-singers-of-all-time list from 
almost a decade ago resurfaced and 
had the Internet aflutter. I spent a 
long time laughing about Kurt Co-

bain being placed higher on the list than Christina 

Aguilera and am sure my great aunties (RIP) were 
rolling in their graves about Sinatra not making the 
list at all. Seriously, Nirvana is extremely my shit, 
but Kurt sounded like an alley cat half the time. He 
was an awesome person and songwriter but not the 
best singer, technically speaking. I also can’t think 
of any of the current near-interchangeable pop stars 
who could sing “Dirrty” with as much skill or sass 
as Xtina.

I guess it got me thinking this week about how 
musical taste can be subjective but sometimes raw 
or hard won talent supersedes that to attain a higher 
level of universal appeal. Everyone who hears Whitney 
Houston, for example, usually gets chills. Some peo-
ple just have an electricity and sense of soul to their 
playing or singing that can’t be faked. Kurt had this 
big time, but wasn’t a technical singer or player. That 
also isn’t the only watermark for talent, but let’s not 
pretend Bob Dylan as a singer deserved to be above 
Freddie Mercury on the list either. That’s literally 
insane by any measure.

One thing I know for sure, anyone who hears 
regional Hudson Valley guitarist Joey Eppard of 
long running prog and alternative rock band Three 
(or 3) knows they are in the presence of one of the 
most skilled guitarists and interesting vocalists 
they are ever likely to hear. I have witnessed him 
solo or with a band command the rapt attention of 
otherwise surly crowds for lengthy sets many times 
and honestly feel extremely spoiled to have grown 
up with him in the midst of talented musicians 
from my area.

Halloween is around the corner and it is officially 
the time of year to listen to October Rust by Type O 
Negative or almost any mid-period AFI album on re-
peat or pinch yourself if you were lucky enough to get 
Misfits tickets for MSG (everyone is raving still about 
the ghouls’ night out at the Garden). Now remember 
kids, while Halloween III: Season of the Witch is pret-
ty bad, the song “Halloween” by the band Three is a 
fairly slept on but also, um, killer tune related to the 
holiday that ought to be part of any decent October 
celebration. Perhaps the band will play it live when 
Eppard and his crew of merry men play a triumphant 
Oct. 25 (a.k.a. this Friday night) back room special 
show at BSP Kingston. The band has toured nation-
ally with bands like Coheed and Cambria, Porcupine 

Tree, Dream Theater, Opeth, Between the Buried and 
Me,and the Scorpions, to name a few. Joey also recently 
opened up for Liz Phair at Utopia in Woodstock for a 
Pink October event.

I remember Joey years ago telling me in an inter-
view that no matter how big he ever got as an artist 
he would always play from the heart and never dial it 
in or look down on people. That has honestly always 
remained true about the dude.

For the BSP event, $15 advance tickets are available 
(online) and $15 walkup tickets will be available the 
night of. Receive a $5 discount on walkup or online 
price by bringing a bag of dog food for donation to the 
show. If you are buying your tickets advance online: 
Enter code “weloveanimals” at checkout for a $5 dis-
count. The offer is only valid with at least one bag of 
dog food brought to the event for donation. Doors are 
at 9 p.m. and the event is 21 and over.

On Oct. 31 proper (a.k.a. next Thursday) you can 
enjoy the Stockade Tavern Halloween party at 313 Fair 
St. Expect thrills, hopefully not a lot of spills and some 
major chills. DJ Red Lion is going to be spinning some 
danceable ghostly grooves and everyone is allowed to 
get pretty weird. Costumes are encouraged. If you are 
looking for an event in Kingston the actual night of 
Halloween then this is the place to be. 

Pretty cool news for INXS fans. Also 

on Oct. 31, if you feel like driving to Skyloft 
in Albany Tina Hutchence, sister of the late 

INXS frontman Michael Hutchence, will host a Kick: 
The INXS Experience tribute show and meet with 
fans before and after to sign copies of her new book 
Michael, My Brother, Lost Boy of INXS. Doors open at 
6 p.m. for this special night. Tickets are under $25 in 
one of the most well reviewed new venues in the area.

Until next week, I will be trying to not read 
anything online to avoid the parade of useful idiots 
pretending Tulsi Gabbard isn’t regularly parroting a 
lot of Putin and GOP talking points. FYI to Bernie, 
you can be a soldier and still be compromised. I also 
would like a candidate who never was in an anti-gay 
commercial comparing gay marriage to wedding a 
dog. I will never trust her in any capacity. Normalcy 
bias is a hell of a drug, people. Leave the barn door 
wide open, everything will be fine! Perhaps it is time 
for an American Horror Story eight-season Netflix 
marathon. That sounds pretty relaxing right now in 
comparison to national politics, actually. Madison 
Montgomery, we stan.

NICOLE TERPENING

Joey Eppard is the living defi nition of “feeling it.”
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Of railroads, hats and poison pills
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Sara for Senate
Niccoli begins campaign with Kingston visit
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Close to a roster
Stockade FC approaches fi nal form
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SPEND TIMEWISELY
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Springtime stretch

PHYLLIS McCABE

KINGSTON HIGH LACROSSE PLAYERS do some dynamic stretching last week at a practice at Dietz Stadium.

BUSINESS DOWNTOWNMike P turns to the Rondout

Kingston landlord bullish on Downtown’s residential prospects  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A local real estate devel-

oper who helped usher in 
Midtown Kingston’s revi-
talization by turning long-
vacant factory buildings into 

mixed-use hives of artistic activity says 

he’s turning his attention to a new mar-

ket — and a new neighborhood — as he 

looks to capitalize on the city’s burgeoning 

reputation as a destination for downstate 

residents seeking a more-affordable but 

still-urban environment.Mike Piazza has been a force in 

Kingston real estate since 2002 when he 

bought a 64,000-square-foot former fac-

tory building at 77 Cornell St. in Midtown 

using a now-defunct state tax credit pro-

gram to push down the cost to $9.50 per 

square foot. At the time Piazza, who ran a 

small commercial real estate brokerage in 

Rockland County, was more impressed by 

the building’s price than the surrounding 

neighborhood. After examining the build-

ing from the air in his small plane, Piazza 

landed at Kingston Airport and took a cab 

to Cornell Street.“When I told the driver I was going to 

buy the place he said, ‘You’re crazy, Kings-

ton’s never going to change,’” recalls Piazza. 

Reinvented as “The Shirt Factory” the 

building set the template for what would 

become the 69-year-old Brooklyn native’s 

signature style: commercial space for 

small-scale high-end artisans, mixed with 

artists’ studio space. Big, airy, light-filled 

apartments and live/work lofts designed to 

appeal to the city’s growing creative class.

Piazza got his start in real estate in 

the ’70s and ’80s converting Manhattan’s 

vanishing manufacturing sector in neigh-

borhoods like SoHo and Chelsea into loft 

spaces that would eventually turn blighted 

neighborhoods into glittery international 

hotspots. Piazza learned to recognize the 

potential of old factory buildings, where 

high ceilings and huge windows kept 

the place ventilated and machines and 

workers functioning in an age before air 

conditioning.

LAUREN THOMAS

Mike Piazza.

CITY GOVERNMENTThey made a deal
But particularsof sales tax pactremain shroudedBY JESSE J. SMITHC ity of Kingston and Ul-

ster County officials say 
they’ve reached agreement 
on a new revenue-sharing 
plan, ending a month-long 

standoff over how to dole out $109 million 

in annual sales-tax revenue. Ulster County 

executive Mike Hein and Kingston mayor 

Steve Noble issued a joint press release late 

Friday afternoon touting the agreement.

“We have jointly designed a frame-

work that can both improve services 

for the citizens of the City of Kingston 

and throughout Ulster County through 

multiple shared-service initiatives, and 

resolve any outstanding issues regard-

ing sales-tax distribution,” the statement 

reads. The release didn’t contain details, 

stating only that a proposal would be 

unveiled this week.Kingston Common Council Majority 

Leader Bill Carey said that he was not 

privy to details on the agreement. But he 

expressed confidence this week that the 

deal would leave the city’s budget intact, 

at least for now.“I have complete faith in the mayor 

and I don’t think Mike Hein would do 

anything to make the city desperate,” said 

Carey. “My hope is that [the distribution 

formula] will stay the way it is at least for 

a couple of years to give us time to prepare 

for any changes.” If finalized, the agreement will end the 

city-county spat over a new contract to 

govern sales-tax distribution. Under the 

terms of the five-year agreement which 

expired Feb. 29, the county gets 85.5 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Mayor Steve Noble.
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Keeping it local
Hurley candidates hit the campaign trail  BY PAUL SMART

T
he big race in Hurley will be a re-

match between incumbent Republican 
supervisor John Perry and the Democratic 
candidate he defeated in a close count two 
years ago, former Woodstock town-board 

member and supervisor Tracy Kellogg. But the other 
races November 5 may say more about where this 
formerly rural town inching towards suburbia actually 
stands politically these days.

The town’s Democrats are running on a shared plat-
form of issues announced through their shared website. 
Hurley’s Republicans all talk about better reflecting 
the wishes of townspeople they’ve been seeing while 
campaigning door-to-door. A look at this year’s 
ballots shows an eclectic potpourri of smaller party 
endorsements. Yes, all the GOP candidates also 
have Conservative Party endorsements, just as all 
the Dems have the Working Families Party nod. 
But Green Party endorsements are going to one Re-
publican/Conservative as well as all the Democratic 
Party candidates except incumbent town clerk Judy 
Mayhon (who’s also running unopposed). The Inde-
pendence Party’s nods are going to one Democrat 
and two Republicans.

“It’s not about party, it’s about what you’re going 
to bring to the table,” said GOP candidate for town 
board Matthew May, a 33-year-old mechanic at the 
West Hurley Garage who stresses his ties to the area 
(an uncle was a fire chief, a family property is next to 

the closed elementary school). 
“I think it’s all about getting the right people that 

are interested in keeping us a small, tight-knit town,” 
added fellow town-board Republican candidate Matt 
LaClair, who was appointed to the position this past 
winter from the Hurley planning board. “I’m a good 
listener. We’re for low taxes and developing Glenford 
and West Hurley as one community.”

On the Democratic side, the party is prioritizing 
promoting a greater sense of community, safeguarding 
the environment, encouraging citizen participation 
in local government and maximizing town resources 
while managing growth wisely.” More specifically, 
small business owner and public historian Melinda 
McKnight stresses that she’s running for town council 
“to bring an open and accessible approach to local 
government where everyone is treated with dignity and 
respect.” Logistics manager and self-employed general 
contractor Peter Humphries, a trained mediator, 
says he’s running for the same position as a means of 
bringing his skills to bear on creating “an environment 
that helps everyone, not just a few.”

The top of the ticket
John Perry and Tracy Kellogg are at it again in the 

race for Hurley supervisor. Two years ago Perry, the 
Republican candidate, won election night by a handful 
of votes, but then extended and cemented his lead as 
provisional and write-in ballots were counted. Kellogg, 

a former Woodstock supervisor who had run for the 
town’s top position as a Democrat for the first time in 
2015 after two prior attempts to win one of Hurley’s 
justice positions, has been a near-constant presence 
at Hurley meetings throughout the past year.

Perry, a personal trainer who runs his own busi-
ness, has been running the town since taking office 
in January 2018 with an eye towards opening it up 
to more meetings outside the town hall, and more 
openness. His predecessor, Gary Bellows, had three 
decades as supervisor, minus a two year stint, under 
his belt. Perry’s proud of his work getting back to 
the press and town residents, and being receptive 
to community worries about new development, 
greater environmental responsibility, and a greater 
sense of cohesion to the reservoir-divided township.
Each supervisor candidate has in recent months has 
accused the other of politicizing the issues.

Kellogg, an attorney with her own Kingston-based 
practice, has focused on what she feels is sloppy gover-
nance on the town’s, and Perry’s, part. She points out 
how much more can be done to build transparency 
into town actions, criticizing closed-door decisions 
in executive session and seeking better treatment of 
residents who question town actions. She’s particularly 
concerned about the way development policies get 
handled, worrying that Hurley could be setting itself 
up for lawsuits by not following process with more 
care and precision. 

Both candidates describe themselves as being 
non-politicians, interested in bringing skills to the 
town, and protecting from the systemic shifts that have 
been moving up the Hudson Valley with increasing 
gentrification

On the highways ...
“While I do think that the person is more important 

than the party here, I found it a bit troubling when 
I ran into people who’d bring up national politics 
while I was going door- to-door campaigning,” said 
Republican highway superintendent candidate Gavin 
Bellows, a construction industry veteran with his own 
20-employee business. Folks were asking him to run 
four years ago, but his father, former town supervisor 
Gary Bellows, warned him to wait until he himself 
was out of office first. “I’m running because I’ve heard 
things aren’t running well …. I’ve hit over 1,500 houses 
going door to door. I’ve read things in the paper ….”

Bellows is running against incumbent highway 
superintendent and former town supervisor Mike 
Shultis (who defeated and then was defeated by Bel-
lows’ father) is pushing his years of experience, his 
“deep commitment to our town,” and the two large 
drainage projects he’s completed during the past 
two years, which he says had saved Hurley taxpayers 
over $60,000. He too speaks about serving “all the 
residents of Hurley.” 

That theme again. “Hurley belongs to all citizens,” 
the Democratic website says. “Elected officials repre-
sent everyone. Everyone must play by the rules. Acts 
of favoritism by public officials are wrong, and public 
officials must behave respectfully with the citizens.”

ELECTION 2019

Tracy Kellogg. John Perry.
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*Ulster Savings Bank will give a credit of $500 toward closing costs at closing. Customer pays for all other fees and services. Eligible 
mortgages include owner-occupied, second home purchases, and investment properties. Offer applies to fixed rate home purchase 
and refinance applications received between 7/29/2019–10/29/2019 and must close by January 29, 2020. Not valid for pre-qualifications, 
home equity products, construction loans, adjustable rate mortgages or mortgage applications received prior to 7/29/2019. Offer 
may not be combined with any other offers or discounts unless otherwise noted. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Subject to 
underwriting approval. Conforming loan limits only.

Locations throughout the Hudson Valley / 866.440.0391 / ulstersavings.com

NMLS# 619306 /  EQUAL HOUSING LENDER / MEMBER FDIC

2019

$500 Off 
CLOSING COSTS*

UNLOCK SPECIAL SAVINGS

Choose the bank 
that opens doors.

As the #1 mortgage lender 
in Ulster County, we have the 

expertise and resources that open 
doors to homeownership.  

Get started now by applying 
online 24/7 at UlsterSavings.com.

Go walk the rail-trail
Ashokan path opens and is trod upon

E
stimates are that upwards of 600 

people utilized the Ashokan rail-trail on 
Oct. 19, a day after Ulster County execu-
tive Pat Ryan and a crowd of other local 
dignitaries participated in a ribbon-cut-

ting ceremony for the 11.5-mile recreational trail 
extending from Basin Road in West Hurley to Route 
28A in  Boiceville. The $16.5-million project in the 
former Ulster and Delaware Railroad corridor 
opens the county-owned right-of-way to the pub-
lic without access permits for the first time since 
the reservoir was constructed over a century ago.
“Through a unique partnership between New York 
City and Ulster County, we have successfully built one 
of the most beautiful and enviro-friendly rail-trails in 
the world,” New York City DEP commissioner Vincent 
Sapienza said.  “The Ashokan rail-trail provides our 
watershed neighbors and visitors with easy access to 
the great outdoors, and an up-close setting to learn 
about the reservoir system that provides wholesome 
drinking water to 9.6 million New Yorkers. The 
trail also extends the DEP’s commitment to expand 
recreation and improve public access to its water 

supply lands. The Ashokan 
rail-trail is the 16th recreation 
path developed on city-owned 
property in the watershed by 
collaborating with local govern-
ments and nonprofits. These 
trails — including our latest 
effort with Ulster County — 
advance our common goals of 
supporting tourism, improving 
public health, and promoting 
a steadfast appreciation for 
our region’s scenic beauty and 
natural resources. We look for-
ward to working with County 
Executive Pat Ryan and our 
Catskills neighbors on these 
efforts in the future.”  

Ashokan Reservoir was the 
first of six reservoirs built by 
New York City in the Catskills. It 
was constructed between 1908 
and 1915. It began providing 

drinking water to all five boroughs of New York City 
in 1917. About 40 percent of New York City’s drinking 
water comes from Ashokan Reservoir on a typical day. 
That water is conveyed to the city through the 92-mile 
Catskill Aqueduct. The aqueduct also provides water 
to more than a dozen communities in the Hudson 
Valley, including High Falls and New Paltz in Ulster 
County. New York City’s reservoirs, dams and aque-
ducts comprise the largest municipal water-supply 
system in the United States.

The Ashokan rail-trail is ten to twelve feet wide, with 
a compacted crushed stone surface that is ADA compli-
ant and is fully accessible to persons with disabilities. 
It is open for non-motorized uses, including hiking, 
bicycling, running, nature observation, cross-country 
skiing, and snowshoeing and will offer three public 
trailheads from which the trail can be accessed.

ULSTER PUBLISHING STAFF

REGION

PHOTOS BY DION OGUST
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9W & Van Kleecks Lane, Kingston (845)338-4936    AugustineNursery.com
Monday - Friday from 8 am - 5 pm and Saturday from 8 am - 2 pm

We’ve Pruned Our Prices
20% - 50% off

(Retail Sales Only)

Don’t wait! This is a limited-time 
offer so get started today.

www.tbogc.com

A Commercial Faster Finish!
Refinance your Ulster County commercial mortgage for 10 years or less!

• Save thousands on 
closing costs*

• Build equity faster

• Fixed rate, so it never goes up

• Other competitive rates
and terms are available

4.29%APR*

Lower 
Fixed Rate!

ULSTER COUNTY 
SPECIAL

Call Sean DuBois in our 
Commercial Lending Department 
at (845) 453-9966.

Gift Offer: Your choice of Apple iPad or Watch is awarded at closing. No cash substitution. We reserve the right to 
substitute a gift of similar value. One gift per closing. Employees of The Bank of Greene County and their immediate 
families are not eligible for the gift. This offer may be discontinued  at any time without notice. 
Apple, Apple logo, iPad and Watch are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.  Apple Inc. All rights reserved. EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

MEMBER
FDIC

*Promotional rate and offer are effective . Promotional rate on your loan is offered on the condition 
maintain a checking account so that the payment is deducted. Auto debit is required for promotional rate. No other 

discounts apply. No closing costs except mandatory NYS mortgage tax and appraisal fee. Title insurance may be 
required. Minimum loan amount of $75,000 in new money is required to obtain the rate and the gift offer. Maximum loan 
to value of 75%. Other rates and terms are available. The transaction must result in a first lien mortgage. Subject to credit 
approval. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 

Plus, get your 
choice of an 
Apple® iPad        

Apple® Watch 
when you close 
on your loan.

or

 

e 

APR = Annual Percentage Rate.

3.79%
APR*

Now Open in 
 Woodstock!

2019

9/26/19.

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

The 
contest 
winner

Thanks to everyone who en-

tered, and our apologies for mess-
ing up and not running it in the 
paper in which we said it would 

run. That said, we present the winner of the 
Kingston Times/City of Kingston Burning 
of Kingston essay contest, M. Clifford Miller 
Middle School student Maiah Weidemann! 
Maiah will get a certificate from the mayor 
and an invitation to City Hall for a tour from 
the mayor and visit the mayor’s office.

Short story about the 
Burning of Kingston 

BY MAIAH WEIDEMANN 
Screams. 
Smoke. 
Heat. 
That is all I notice as I run. My sweat-soaked 

clothes cling to my body while I huff and puff, trying 
to find clean air to breathe. We had heard the tales of 
the redcoats marching towards Kingston, but never 
did we expect this. 

* * * 

The day had just begun, my family and I were sit-
ting down for breakfast when we smelled something 
burning. As soon as we went to the window to investi-
gate, our neighbor, Mr. Brent, burst through the door 
shouting about fire and the British. He grabbed at us, 
trying to make us follow him. In a panic, Ma and Pa 
pushed my sister, Ruby, and I towards Mr. Brent while 
they scrambled to collect all our valuables. I grabbed 
Ruby’s hand and followed Mr. Brent out the door. The 
sight made us stop in our tracks; flames streets away 
crept closer and closer. People ran in random direc-
tions and children wailed. By the time we regained 
our senses Mr. Brent was gone. 

* * * 

I recall Ruby’s palms against mine, slipping away 
as the crowd pressed in on us. I recall screaming for 
my family, the people around me, people that used 
to wave at me on the streets, using those same hands 
instead to shove me to the ground. 

And now here I am, throat hoarse from yelling and 
breathing in smoke. My foot catches on some sort of 

root and I crash to the ground. As I pick myself up, I 
notice that the “root” isn’t a root at all, it is a doll. With 
the hair burned to stubble, and dress practically in 
rags, the doll was ruined. Red anger fills my vision as 
I realize how many people’s lives have been destroyed 

or completely diminished by the British redcoats. 
A person appears in the corner of my eye and the 

red clears ... except for the person’s jacket. I doubletake 
and hesitate, but I know what to do. I grab a rock from 
the ground and charge.

Left, as part of last Saturday’s Burning of Kingston events, there was a processional march from the Matthew Persen House 
to the Pine Street burial ground accompanied by a choir singing African hymns. Earlier in the day Harambee and Kingston 
Land Trust had a special exhibit at the Persen House and hosted an informative talk titled “Seen But Not Heard: Slavery in 
Ulster County;” right, Connor Benjamin, 7, of Kingston, dips a wick into a pail of beeswax for candlemaking, while Rebecca 
Howe-Parisio, a maintenance assistant at the Senate House, guides him at the 18th Century Autumn Festival on Saturday.
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to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 

COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER 
U.S. Bank National Associa-
tion, not in its individual ca-
pacity but solely as trustee 
for the RMAC Trust, Series 
2018 G-CTT, Plaintiff AGAINST 
Michael Caban, Erica Dewitt, 
et al., Defendant(s) Pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale duly dated 4-12-2019 
I, the undersigned Referee will 
sell at public auction at the 
Ulster County Courthouse, 
285 Wall Street, Kingston, 
NY on November 1, 2019 at 
10:00AM, premises known 
as 166 Ruby Road, Kingston 
a/k/a Town of Kingston, NY 
12401. All that certain plot 
piece or parcel of land, with 
the buildings and improve-
ments erected, situate, ly-
ing and being in the Town of 
Kingston, County of Ulster 
and State of New York, SEC-
TION: 39.3, BLOCK: 2, LOT: 
9.211. Approximate amount 
of judgment $184,550.04 
plus interest and costs. Prem-
ises will be sold subject to 
provisions of filed Judgment 
Index #1177/2018. Adam T. 
Mandell, Esq., Referee Fren-
kel Lambert Weiss Weisman 
& Gordon, LLP 53 Gibson 
Street Bay Shore, NY 11706 
01-087630-F00 65517

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Falco Services LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/18/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Falco Services LLC 
470 Main Street ANDES 
NY 13731. Purpose: Any law-
ful  acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.  

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Halwick Law, LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 9/24/19.Of-
fice location: Ulster County. 
SSNY  has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Halwick 
Law, LLC, 189 Hurley Avenue, 
Ste. 1,  Kingston, NY 12401 
Purpose: Any lawful  acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER, U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
AS TRUSTEE OF AMERICAN 
HOMEOWNER PRESERVATION 
TRUST SERIES 2015A, Plain-
tiff, vs. SCOTT A. RICHARD-
SON A/K/A SCOTT RICHARD-
SON, JINI ONDERDONK, ET 
AL., Defendant(s).

Pursuant to an Order Con-
firming Referee Report and 
Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale duly filed on March 
22, 2018, I, the undersigned 
Referee will sell at public 
auction at the Ulster County 
Courthouse, 285 Wall Street, 
Kingston, NY on November 6, 
2019 at 11:00 a.m., premises 
known as 4 Clifford Street, 
Ellenville, NY. All that certain 
plot, piece or parcel of land, 
with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the 
Village of Ellenville, County of 
Ulster and State of New York, 
Section 91.86, Block 4 and 
Lot 3.2. Premises will be sold 
subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index # 1415/13. 

Stephanie M. Whidden, 
Esq., Referee

Berkman, Henoch, Peter-
son, Peddy & Fenchel, P.C., 
100 Garden City Plaza, Gar-
den City, NY 11530, Attorneys 
for Plaintiff

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE IN FORE-

CLOSURE STATE OF NEW 
YORK SUPREME COURT: 
COUNTY OF ULSTER WELLS 
FARGO BANK, NA, Plaintiff, vs. 
JUDE J. RYAN, et al., Defen-
dants PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
THAT In pursuance of a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the office of the 
County Clerk of Ulster County 
on September 9, 2019, I, Re-
becca Millouras-Lettre Esq., 

the Referee named in said 
Judgment, will sell in one 
parcel at public auction on 
October 31, 2019 at the Ul-
ster County Courthouse, 285 
Wall Street, Kingston, County 
of Ulster, State of New York, 
at 9:30 A.M., the premises 
described as follows: 94 Ly-
ons Lane Milton, NY 12547 
SBL No.: 103.3-4-59.220 ALL 
THAT TRACT OF PARCEL OF 
LAND Located in the Town of 
Marlboro, County of Ulster, 
and State of New York The 
premises are sold subject 
to the provisions of the filed 
judgment, Index No. 17-3207 
in the amount of $174,351.75 
plus interest and costs. Rich-
ard S. Mullen, Esq. Woods 
Oviatt Gilman LLP Plaintiff’s 
Attorney 500 Bausch & Lomb 
Rochester, New York 14604 
Tel.: 855-227-5072 65716

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF ULSTER
SUPPLEMENTAL SUM-

MONS AND NOTICE
Index No. 19-158
Date Filed: 9/26/2019
U.S. Bank Trust National As-

sociation, not in its individual 
capacity but solely as owner 
trustee for Legacy Mortgage 
Asset Trust 2018-SL1, 

Plaintiff,
-against-
Brian Butler, Individually 

and as Administrator of the 
Estate of Sheryl Butler a/k/a 
Sheryl A. Butler; Donnel But-
ler, Trish Butler, if she be 
living or dead, her spouse, 
heirs, devisees, distributees 
and successors in interest, 
all of whom and whose names 
and places of residence are 
unknown to Plaintiff; State of 
New York and “JOHN DOE”, 
said name being fictitious, it 
being the intention of Plain-
tiff to designate any and all 
occupants of premises being 
foreclosed herein, and any 
parties, corporations or enti-
ties, if any, having or claiming 
an interest or lien upon the 
mortgaged premises,

Defendants.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 9 

Addis Street, Kerhonkson, NY 
12446

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DE-
FENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED to answer the com-
plaint in this action and to 
serve a copy of your answer, 
or a notice of appearance on 
the attorneys for the Plaintiff 
within thirty (30) days after 
the service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of ser-
vice. The United States of 
America, if designated as a 
defendant in this action, may 
appear within sixty (60) days 
of service hereof. In case of 
your failure to appear or an-
swer, judgment will be taken 
against you by default for the 
relief demanded in the com-
plaint. 

TO THE ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANTS: The foregoing 
Summons is served upon you 
by publication pursuant to an 
order of the Hon. James P. 
Gilpatric, a Justice of the Su-
preme Court, Ulster County, 
entered Sept. 20, 2019 and 
filed with the complaint and 
other papers in the Ulster 
County Clerk’s Office.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF AC-
TION AND RELIEF SOUGHT 
THE OBJECT of the above 
captioned action is to fore-
close a Mortgage to secure 
$67,100.00 and interest, re-
corded in the Ulster County 
Clerk’s Office on April 26, 
2007, in Document Number 
2007-00009354 covering 
premises known as 9 Ad-
dis Street, Kerhonkson, NY 
12446 a/k/a Section 76.71, 
Block 1, Lot 12.

The relief sought in the 
within action is a final judg-
ment directing the sale of the 
premises described above 
to satisfy the debt secured 
by the Mortgage described 
above.

Plaintiff designates Ulster 
County as the place of trail. 
Venue is based upon the Coun-
ty in which the mortgaged 
premises is situated.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 

LOSING YOUR HOME
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND 

TO THIS SUMMONS AND 
COMPLAINT BY SERVING A 
COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO 
FILED THIS FORECLOSURE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU 
AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT, A DEFAULT 
JDUGMENT MAY BE ENTERED 

LEGAL NOTICE
John Anselmo, LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 8/20/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to John Anselmo, 
26B Tillson Lake Rd., Wallkill, 
NY 12589. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Sawkill Ventures, LLC 

Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of 

State of New York (SSNY) 
on 8/8/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 

has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 

served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Sawkill 
Ventures, LLC PO Box 263 
Glenford NY 12433  Purpose: 
Any lawful   acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
LIBERTY PROGRESS 

LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 
(the “LP”) filed Certificate of 
Limited Partnership with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York (“SSNY”) on 9/11/19. LP 
office location: Ulster County. 
The SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LP upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. The SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process 
served to LP, c/o RUPCO, Inc., 
289 Fair Street, Kingston, 
New  York 12401. Name and 
address of each general part-
ner available from SSNY. The 
latest date upon which the LP 
is to dissolve is 12/31/2099. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
FIRE FOX FARMS, LLC. 

Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 09/04/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 1185 Bruynswick Road, 
Gardiner, NY 12525. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Drumlin Farm LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 1/2/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 10 Milton Tpke., 
Milton, NY 12547. General 
Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
ULSTER - INDEX NO.: 19-

1027 – SUPPLEMENTAL SUM-
MONS. Plaintiff designates 
ULSTER COUNTY as the place 
of trial based upon the loca-
tion of the premises herein de-
scribed having tax map Sec-
tion 38.6, Block 5, Lot 7.17, 
West Hurley, NY, County of 
Ulster – CITIBANK, N.A., NOT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, 
BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE OF 
NRZ PASS-THROUGH TRUST 
VI, PLAINTIFF, -against- SAN-
DRA LYNN ARNOLD A/K/A 
SANDRA L. BRANNIGAN, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
O/B/O INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE, NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION 
AND FINANCE, BOARD OF 
MANAGERS OF HURLEY RE-
IDGE CONDOMINIUM, ULSTER 
COUNTY CLERK, DAVID AR-
NOLD, AS HEIR TO THE ES-
TATE OF ANNEKE FERGUSON 
ARNOLD A/K/A ANNEKE F. 
ARNOLD A/K/A ANNEKE AR-
NOLD, PAMELA OLSEN, AS 
HEIR TO THE ESTATE OF AN-
NEKE FERGUSON ARNOLD 
A/K/A ANNEKE F. ARNOLD 
A/K/A ANNEKE ARNOLD, 
MICHAEL ARNOLD, AS HEIR 
TO THE ESTATE OF ANNEKE 
FERGUSON ARNOLD A/K/A 
ANNEKE F. ARNOLD A/K/A 
ANNEKEARNOLD, DEBORAH 
ARNOLD, AS HEIR TO THE 
ESTATE OF ANNEKE FERGU-
SON ARNOLD A/K/A ANNEKE 
F. ARNOLD, A/K/A ANNEKE 
ARNOLD any and all persons 
unknown to plaintiff, claiming, 
or who may claim to have an 
interest in, or generally or spe-
cific lien upon the real prop-
erty described in this action; 
such unknown persons being 
herein generally described 
and intended to be included 
in the following designation, 
namely: the wife, widow, hus-
band, widower, heirs-at law, 
next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 

trustees, committees, lienors, 
and assignees of ANNEKE 
FERGUSON ARNOLD A/K/A 
ANNEKE F. ARNOLD A/K/A 
ANNEKE ARNOLD, deceased, 
any and all persons deriving 
interest in or lien upon, or 
title to said real property by, 
through or under them and 
their respective wives, wid-
ows, husbands, widowers, 
heirs-at law, next of kin, de-
scendants, executors, admin-
istrators, devisees, legatees, 
creditors, trustees, commit-
tees, lienors, and assign-
ees, all of whom and whose 
names, except as stated, are 
unknown to plaintiff, “JOHN 
DOE #1” through “JOHN DOE 
#12,” the last twelve names 
being fictitious and unknown 
to plaintiff, the persons or 
parties intended being the 
tenants, occupants, persons 
or corporations, if any, hav-
ing or claiming an interest in 
or lien upon the premises, de-
scribed in the complaint, DE-
FENDANTS. YOU ARE HEREBY 
SUMMONED to answer the 
complaint in this action and to 
serve a copy of your answer, 
or, if the complaint is not 
served with this summons, to 
serve a notice of appearance 
on the Plaintiff’s Attorney with-
in 20 days after the service of 
this summons, exclusive of 
the day of service (or within 
30 days after the service is 
complete if this summons is 
not personally delivered to 
you within the State of New 
York); and in case of your 
failure to appear or answer, 
judgment will be taken against 
you by default for the relief 
demanded in the complaint. 
NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER 
OF LOSING YOUR HOME If you 
do not respond to this Sum-
mons and Complaint by serv-
ing a copy of the answer on 
the attorney for the mortgage 
company who filed this fore-
closure proceeding against 
you and filing the answer with 
the court, a default judgment 
may be entered against you 
and you can lose your home. 
Speak to an attorney or go to 
the court where your case is 
pending for further informa-
tion on how to answer the 
summons and protect your 
property. Sending a payment 
to your mortgage company 
will not stop this foreclosure 
action. YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY OF THE 
ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY 
FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORT-
GAGE COMPANY) AND FIL-
ING THE ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT. Dated: Syosset, New 
York, September 23, 2019. 
Roach & Lin, P.C., attorney for 
Plaintiff, 6901 Jericho Turn-
pike, Suite 240, Syosset, NY 
11791. Tel: 516-938-3100. To 
the above named defendants: 
The foregoing summons is 
served upon you by publica-
tion pursuant to an Order of 
the Hon. James P. Gillpatric, a 
Justice of the Supreme Court, 
State of New York, dated July 
25, 2019 and filed with the 
Ulster County Clerk together 
with the supporting papers 
thereon. This is an action to 
foreclose a mortgage held 
by Plaintiff on the premises 
known as Section 38.6, Block 
5, Lot 7.17, West Hurley, NY, 
County of Ulster as described 
in the complaint on file and 
commonly known as 4 B HOL-
LAND DRIVE, WEST HURLEY, 
NY 12491. 65815

LEGAL NOTICE
AUTUMN SPRINGS 

FARM, L.L.C. Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/27/19. Office in Ul-
ster Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 2749 New Prospect 
Rd., Pine Bush, NY 12566, 
which is also the principal 
business location. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Brush and Reed LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on July 7th, 2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Jena Argenta 39 
Broadway 2nd Floor, Kings-
ton, NY 12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activities; art 
workshops, sales, and events. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 

AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR 
HOME.

SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY 
OR GO TO THE COURT WHERE 
YOUR CASE IS PENDING FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON 
HOW TO ANSWER THE SUM-
MONS AND PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY.

SENDING A PAYMENT TO 
YOUR MORTGAGE COMPANY 
WILL NOT STOP THIS FORE-
CLOSURE ACTION.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE AN-
SWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

Dated: July 25, 2019
Frank M. Cassara, Esq.
Senior Associate Attorney
SHAPIRO, DICARO & BARAK 

LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
175 Mile Crossing Boule-

vard
Rochester, New York 14624
(585) 247-9000
Fax: (585) 247-7380
Our File No. 18-076032
#97810

LEGAL NOTICE
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 

LODGING, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/9/2002. Office in 
Greene Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 2105 Shore Parkway, 
Apt. 12D, Brooklyn, NY 11214. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC 

AUCTION Supreme Court of 
New York, ULSTER County. 
US BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION AS LEGAL TITLE 
TRUSTEE FOR TRUMAN 2016 
SC6 TITLE TRUST, Plaintiff, 
-against- KATHARINE JOHN-
SON AKA KATHARINE COLT 
JOHNSON AKA KATHARINE 
JOHNSON-KAHN AKA KATH-
ERINE JOHNSON AKA KATH-
ERINE COLT JOHNSON AKA 
KATHERINE JOHNSON-KAHN; 
ROGER KAHN; WELLS FARGO 
BANK, N.A.; UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA INTERNAL REV-
ENUE SERVICE; ACQUISITION 
AMERICA VI, LLC; DONALD 
DEGRAW LAWN MOWING SER-
VICE, Index No. 321/2015. 
Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated, July 25, 2019 and en-
tered with the Ulster County 
Clerk on August 2, 2019, 
Adam Trent Mandell, Esq., the 
Appointed Referee, will sell 
the premises known as 280 
Marcott Road, Kingston, New 
York 12401 aka 280 Marcotte 
Road, Kingston, New York 
12401 at public auction at Ul-
ster County Courthouse, 285 
Wall Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401, on November 8, 
2019 at 11:00 A.M. All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel 
of land, situate, lying and be-
ing in the Town of Marbletown, 
County of Ulster and State of 
New York known as Section: 
62.1; Block: 2; Lot: 51 will 
be sold subject to the provi-
sions of filed Judgment, Index 
No. 321/2015. The approxi-
mate amount of judgment is 
$410,381.52 plus interest and 
costs. FRIEDMAN VARTOLO 
LLP 85 Broad Street, Suite 
501, New York, New York 
10004, Attorneys for Plaintiff.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

LOUDMOUTH DOCUMEN-
TARY, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/01/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. Princ. office of 
LLC: 1110 Creek Locks Rd., 
Bloomington, NY 12411. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC at the 
addr. of its princ. office. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
MootziMaiden LLC, Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on September 
24, 2019. Office location: 29 
River Road, Ulster Park, NY 
12487, Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: MootziMaiden LLC, 
29 River Road, Ulster Park, 
NY 12487. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date. 

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): SQUEO VENTURES 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on (9/23/2019). Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: SQUEO VENTURES 
LLC 51 Dawson Lane Ker-
honkson, NY 12446. Purpose: 
Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
The Bank of New York Mel-

lon, as successor trustee to 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, as 
trustee for Novastar Mort-
gage Funding Trust, Series 
2004-3, Novastar Home Equi-
ty Loan Asset-Backed Certifi-
cates, Series 2004-3, Plaintiff

AGAINST
Tami Buckner; Deyo Depuy; 

David Depuy; Jerome Depuy; 
Harold Depuy; John Depuy; 
Joan Martin, and, Dirk Depuy, 
Jr.; et al., Defendant(s) 

Pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated July 24, 2019 I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Ulster 
County Courthouse, Kings-
ton, New York on November 
18, 2019 at 10:00AM, prem-
ises known as 6 Canaan Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561.  All that 
certain plot piece or parcel 
of land, with the buildings 
and improvements erected, 
situate, lying and being in the 
Town of New Paltz, County of 
Ulster, State of NY, Section 
78.3 Block 3 Lot 19.  Approxi-
mate amount of judgment 
$190,173.85 plus interest and 
costs.  Premises will be sold 
subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index# 16-2530.

Jon Simonson, Esq., Ref-
eree

Shapiro, DiCaro & Barak, 
LLC

Attorney(s) for the Plaintiff
175 Mile Crossing Boulevard 

Rochester, New York 14624
(877) 430-4792
Dated: October 4, 2019

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): Build Green Now 
LLC.  Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/27/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Henry Gage, P.O. Box 
2531, Kingston, NY 12402. 
Purpose: Any lawful  acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE 
LLC,

V.
DIANA J. DE PUY, IF LIVING, 

AND IF SHE/HE BE DEAD, 
ANY AND ALL PERSONS UN-
KNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, CLAIM-
ING, OR WHO MAY CLAIM TO 
HAVE AN INTEREST IN, OR 
GENERAL OR SPECIFIC LIEN 
UPON THE REAL PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN THIS ACTION; 
ET. AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated 
April 11, 2019, and entered 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
the County of Ulster, wherein 
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE 
LLC is the Plaintiff and DIANA 
J. DE PUY, IF LIVING, AND IF 
SHE/HE BE DEAD, ANY AND 
ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN 
TO PLAINTIFF, CLAIMING, OR 
WHO MAY CLAIM TO HAVE AN 
INTEREST IN, OR GENERAL 
OR SPECIFIC LIEN UPON THE 
REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
IN THIS ACTION; ET AL. are 
the Defendant(s).  I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, 
NY 12401, on November 20, 
2019 at 10:00 am, premises 
known as 1 WYLIE STREET, 
NAPANOCH, NY 12458:  Sec-
tion 83.10, Block 3, Lot 13:  

ALL THAT LOT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND SITUATE AT NA-
PANOCH, IN THE TOWN OF 
WAWARSING, IN THE COUNTY 

LEGAL NOTICES
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OF ULSTER, IN THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index # 17-1568. 
Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, 
Esq. - Referee. RAS Boriskin, 
LLC 900 Merchants Con-
course, Suite 310, Westbury, 
New York 11590, Attorneys 
for Plaintiff.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of  

ERE Properties, LLC, Art. of 
Org.  filed w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 9/18/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 1178 Broadway, 
3rd Floor  #1198,  New York, 
NY 10001. Purpose: any law-
ful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of  Exit 

19 Realty, LLC, Art. of Org.   
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 10/01/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 40 Clarendon Av-
enue, Kingston NY 12401.   
Purpose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): I 
B AND C Rental Properties, 
LLC, Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on date filed 09/25/2019. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to I B AND 

C Rental Properties, LLC 
address of LLC. 316 Wash-
ington Avenue Kingston, NY 
12401 Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.                      

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC).  
Prestige Home Repair and 
Remodeling, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on May 28, 
2019.  Office location:  Ulster 
County.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to:  
Prestige Home Repair and Re-
modeling, LLC, 47 Sycamore 
Street, Kingston, NY 12401.  
Purpose:  Any lawful acts or 
activities.  Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve:  No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

QUALITY BMD, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with 

Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/08/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. office 
of LLC: 721 Broadway, Ste. 
#250, Kingston, NY 12401. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
the LLC at the addr. of its 
princ. office. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT:  ULSTER 

COUNTY. J.P. MORGAN MORT-
GAGE ACQUISITION CORP., 
Pltf. vs. DAVINA RUPP, et al, 
Defts. Index #1014/2018. 
Pursuant to judgment of fore-

closure and sale dated Aug. 
8, 2019, I will sell at public 
auction at the Ulster County 
Courthouse, 285 Wall St., 
Kingston, NY on November 
20, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. prem. 
k/a 13 Van Wagner Road, 
Highland, NY a/k/a Section 
88.17, Block 9, Lot 17. Said 
property situate in the Town 
of Lloyd, County of Ulster, and 
State of New York, bounded 
and described as follows: 
Beginning at a point in the 
Southerly line of Van Wagner 
Ave. said point being the inter-
section of the said Southerly 
line of Van Wagner Ave. with 
the Easterly line of Hasbrouck 
Ave., being a plot 80 ft. x 
125 ft. Containing 0.23 of an 
acre of land. Approx. amt. of 
judgment is $187,914.53 plus 
costs and interest.  Sold sub-
ject to terms and conditions 
of filed judgment and terms 
of sale. REBECCA MILLOU-
RAS-LETTRE, Referee. THE 
MARGOLIN & WEINREB LAW 
GROUP, LLP, Attys. for Pltf., 
165 Eileen Way, Ste. 101, 
Syosset, NY #97789

LEGAL NOTICE
SUMMONS, NOTICE AND 

BRIEF STATEMENT OF NATURE 
OF ACTION CONSUMER CRED-
IT TRANSACTION SUPREME 
COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK COUNTY OF ULSTER In-
dex No. 19-974 HUDSON VAL-
LEY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, 
Plaintiff, -against- SARA LEE, 
AS POSSIBLE HEIR TO THE 
ESTATE OF BARRY T. LEE, 
DECEASED AND AS GUARD-
IAN TO EML, POSSIBLE HEIR 
TO THE ESTATE OF BARRY 
T. LEE, DECEASED; ALL UN-
KNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES AND 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
OF BARRY T. LEE AND ANY OF 
HIS, HER OR ANY OF THEIR 
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE, 
AND INTEREST; et al. Defen-

dants. TO THE DEFENDANT(S): 
All Unknown Heirs, Devisees 
and Personal Representatives 
of Barry T. Lee and any of 
his, her or their successors 
in right, title, and interest YOU 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
and required to serve upon 
plaintiff’s attorneys an answer 
to the complaint in this action 
within twenty (20) days after 
the service of this Summons, 
exclusive of the day of service, 
or within thirty (30) days after 
service is complete if the Sum-
mons is not personally deliv-
ered to you within the State of 
New York. The United States of 
America, if designated as a de-
fendant in this action, may an-
swer or appear within sixty (60) 
days of service hereof. In case 
of your failure to answer, judg-
ment will be taken against you 
for the relief demanded in the 
complaint. Trial is desired in 
the County of ULSTER. The ba-
sis of venue designated above 
is that the real property, which 
is the subject matter of this ac-
tion, is located in the County of 
ULSTER, New York. NOTICE: 
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOS-
ING YOUR HOME IF YOU DO 
NOT RESPOND TO THIS SUM-
MONS AND COMPLAINT BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE AN-
SWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE MORTGAGE COMPANY 
WHO FILED THIS FORECLO-
SURE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED 
AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR 
HOME. SPEAK TO AN ATTOR-
NEY OR GO TO THE COURT 
WHERE YOUR CASE IS PEND-
ING FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION ON HOW TO ANSWER 
THE SUMMONS AND PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING 
A PAYMENT TO YOUR MORT-
GAGE COMPANY WILL NOT 
STOP THIS FORECLOSURE AC-
TION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY 

SERVING A COPY OF THE AN-
SWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT. 
The foregoing Summons is 
served upon you by publication 
pursuant to an order of Hon. 
James P. Gilpatric, Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the 
State of New York, signed on 
September 26, 2019 in Kings-
ton, New York and to be duly 
entered in the ULSTER County 
Clerk’s Office, in Kingston, New 
York. The Nature of this action 
pertains to a note and mort-
gage held by Plaintiff on real 
property owned by the above 
named defendants as specified 
in the complaint filed in this 
action. The above named de-
fendants have failed to comply 
with the terms and provisions 
of the said mortgage and said 
instruments secured by said 
mortgage, by failing and omit-
ting to pay the balance due 
and owing and the Plaintiff has 
commenced a foreclosure ac-
tion. Plaintiff is seeking a judg-
ment foreclosing its mortgage 
against the real property and 
premises which situates in the 
City of Kingston, County of 
Ulster and State of New York 
and is commonly known as 
67 Wrentham Street, Kings-
ton, New York 12401 and all 
other relief as to the Court may 
seem just and equitable. DAT-
ED: October 17, 2019 SCHIL-
LER, KNAPP, LEFKOWITZ & 
HERTZEL, LLP BY: WILLIAM B. 
SCHILLER, ESQ. Attorneys for 
Plaintiff 950 New Loudon Road 
Latham, New York 12110 Tele-
phone: (518) 786-9069 66268

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

an order entered by the Su-
preme Court, Ulster County, on 
the  9 day of October, 2019, 
bearing Index Number  19-
2920, a copy of which may 

be examined at the Office of 
the clerk, located at 244 Fair 
Street, 2nd  Floor, Kingston, 
New York grants me the right 
to assume the name of Renee 
Payne. The city and state of 
my present address are Sau-
gerties, N.Y.; the month and 
year of my birth are July 1970; 
the place of my birth is Farm-
ington, Michigan; my present 
name is Peggy Renee Payne.

LEGAL NOTICE
PINPOINT VALUATION 

GROUP, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/17/19. Office  in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to Attn: Ron Torterella 
Managing Member, 230 Kings 
Mall Court 169 Kingston, NY 
12401.  Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
SKYFALL STABLES, LLC. 

Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 05/28/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Scott Durkin, 143 
Boice Mill Rd, Kerhonkson, NY 
12446, which is also the regis-
tered agent address. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
THE INN AT RONDOUT 

CREEK LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/9/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
607 County Route 6, High 
Falls, NY 12440, which is also 
the principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

No thanks
Shandaken ZBA doesn’t 
support 35-foor-tall 
statue in Woodland 
Valley  BY VIOLET SNOW

The Shandaken Zoning Board of 

Appeals (ZBA) voted unanimously to 
uphold zoning enforcement officer 
Howie McGowan’s decision to reject 
resident Sanjay Rawal’s application to 

erect a 35-foot statue of deceased spiritual leader Sri 

Chinmoy on his property in Woodland Valley. The 
decision came after a public hearing on Oct. 16, in 
which numerous valley residents argued forcefully 
against the statue, and Rawal and his lawyer defended 
the project.

Hilary Leitner said Rawal had claimed in the past 
that a plan to erect his statue in Iceland had failed 
because of the excessive cost to buy property. She pro-
duced a newspaper clipping stating that the statue had 
been rejected because so many people didn’t want it. 
Officials “didn’t think it would create peace in the area.”

David Congdon said he believed the statue would 
be visible from roads and trails when leaves were off 
the trees. He asked the ZBA to preserve “our unspoiled 
mountainsides.”

Willow resident Ann Carlton, who spent 20 years 
as a member of the Sri Chinmoy community, which she 
called a cult, described manipulative and threatening 
behavior on the part of the guru. “He is a hideous 

person, the statue is grotesque, and it’s a monument 
to a person who was self-absorbed and sociopathic,” 
she said. She felt the nature of the area would be “de-
filed” by a statue whose presence may be broadcast 
over the Internet, changing the nature of Shandaken 
by attracting multitudes of disciples.  

Rawal claims that only the three people belonging to 
the foundation that owns the property will have access 
to the statue. Gary Falk, also a former devotee, said that 
the Sri Chinmoy organization contains thousands who 
may travel to see a monument to their revered leader.

Gail Margulies, who lives in the Queens neigh-
borhood deluged each summer by devotees, was also 
critica. “They hold huge races, 200-mile races,” she 
said. “They sing to get started. They think it’s bringing 
peace, but it’s not. Woodland Valley has a two-lane 
road and gorgeous mountains. There’s no way these 
people won’t come to it. I don’t know how we’re going 
to prevent it.”

“It’s all speculation,” Rawal’s attorney, Ron Pordy, 
protested. “The statue will be impossible to see [from 
off the site]. We invite you to come up and do a balloon 
test. The statue will be in an out-of-the-way location. 
It doesn’t move or make sounds. There’s no illumina-
tion. The town has mechanisms for controlling what 
happens at the site. If he violates the conditions, you 
can shut him down.”

“How do you shut down a statue?” asked ZBA 
member Mark Loete.

“There’s traffic already in the valley from Airbnbs,” 
observed Rawal. “We are welcome to have conditions 
imposed. This is religiously themed art, it’s not a shrine.” 
He questioned the allegations of the guru’s cult-like 
control over devotees, pointing out, “He’s not alive.”

“If Mr. Rawal could absolutely guarantee us that 
the statue can’t be seen from anywhere in the Catskills 
off his property,” said Loete, “and he could guarantee 
there won’t be heavy traffic in the valley …”

“It’s not going to happen,” said ZBA member Joe 
Michaels.

After closing the public hearing, the board voted 
unanimously to support McGowan’s decision.

REGION

PHYLLIS McCABE

Confirmation day
THERE WERE 24 STUDENTS that received the rite of Confi rmation at St. Joseph’s Church on Saturday, Oct. 

5. Here, the Most Rev. Dominick J. Lagonegro, presider, confi rms Keely Savona, while her grandmother, Betty 

Corrado, sponsored her. Monsignor Desmond O’Connor and Deacon Joe Dohety look on.

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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KINGSTON TIMES
EDITORIAL

Correction

An article in last week’s KINGSTON TIMES, 

“The Dan Torres Law?” erroneously stated 
that Legislator Brian Woltman voted against 

sending the proposed law back to committee. Woltman 
in fact voted in favor of sending it back to committee. 
The Kingston Times regrets the error.

Disregard outside 
interference

I was shocked by the article on the front page of 
the Freeman about David Clegg and Shabazz shaking 
hands at a rally in January. (Would it be better to show 
him spitting on him? What would you expect him to 
do? You don’t always agree with everyone who shows 
up, or even who endorse you.)

I’ve known David for 40 years and I know him 
to be a man of intelligence, integrity and respect for 
the law and people — victims and perpetrators. That 
picture was as dumb as you can get. His opponents 
made the case.

The explanation is clear. On page 2 — it was put 
out by a George Soros PAC — very far from David’s 
values. He stated he can have no contact with them for 
an explanation of their involvement (which he didn’t 
ask for). What was their intention? We should not 
allow outside interference with our elections.

I know David’s story of being a teenage victim of 
violent crime. I can disagree with the “victim.” A vic-
tim allows the experience to negatively impact their 
life. In David’s case, the wisdom and concern of his 
hospital roommate influenced him to be empowered 
and set his feet on the path he has followed. If David 
had allowed himself to be a victim, his life, and the 
lives of many other people, would be very different.

I haven’t discussed this with David but this is my 
opinion. He wants justice for victims and perpetra-
tors. Often, justice for perpetrators is incarceration. It 
removed them from committing more crimes, getting 
in deeper and new programs are proving to reduce 
recidivism and send people without skills to succeed 
— benefiting everyone.

I urge voters to disregard this interference in our 

election and listen to the relevant facts on both sides. 
Let’s not allow our politics to become as corrupt as 
Washington D.C.

Martha Pearson

Kingston

Environmental scorecard
It is with great pleasure, and actually no surprise, 

that we see that Assemblymember Kevin A. Cahill 
scored “100” for his efforts on behalf of the envi-
ronment in the 2019 legislative session, as noted by 
the Environmental Planning Lobby/Environmental 
Advocates of New York Scorecard. This is only the 
latest in a series of Assemblymember Cahill’s perfect 
score in this regard.  

This achievement indicates the assemblymem-
ber’s consistent advocacy of measures that promote 
environmental justice for all New Yorkers. With the 
passage of the Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act, our state now has legislation that all 
other states can look to emulate. Assemblymember 
Cahill was instrumental in the formulation and suc-
cessful passage of that bill along with numerous other 
bills with far-reaching positive environmental impacts.

We are very grateful to Assemblymember Cahill 
for his efforts to strengthen environmental efforts in 
our state, and his recognition that federal legislation 
that would impose a fee on large generators of carbon 
emissions throughout the country, is greatly needed. 
We totally appreciate his support for the bill currently 
proposed in the House of Representatives, H.R. 763, 
the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act.

It is so gratifying to have such an effective local 
leader in our NY District 103; one whose vision is wise 
enough to recognize the need for federal legislation to 
counteract and reverse the perils we are facing with 
the current climate crisis.

Kathy O’Connor

Citizens’ Climate Lobby, Mid-Hudson

Putin wins again
I thought that Putin was a “loner,” and never even 

knew that he had some daughters. Apparently, they 
don’t have much of a relationship with him, so I’ll 
go back to my original thoughts that if Putin didn’t 
have kids, or if instead he didn’t have relationships 
with them, that would be the reason that he doesn’t 
care about climate change, but only about his own 
lifespan’s good times.

Surely destroying the United States would be one 
of his most pleasurable wins and it looks like the com-
plexity of the relationship between the two leaders of 
the most important countries in the world is simply 
mind-boggling especially since it appeared that a new 
relationship was being created by Putin.

Some said that they believed Putin helped get 
Trump funding for the election by getting funding 
from Exxon Mobil’s Rex Tillerson, but that is still un-
der investigation and the complexity of this three-way 
relationship is far too confusing for me to put here. 

So, I went on to see what my favorite teenager, 
Greta Thunberg had to say if anything.  When I 
looked it up, I found another “follower” of hers was 
Vladimir Putin. At first he called her “A kind but poorly 
informed teenager,” and later he referred to her at an 
energy forum and said: “I may disappoint you but I 
don’t share the common excitement about the speech 
by Greta Thunberg.” Wow. If he’s following her, I will 
continue to do so myself.

As for what can we do when it comes to divide and 
conquer, we can just vote for all Democratic candidates 
in our local upcoming elections and get our friends 
and relatives to do the same.

Jill Paperno

Glenford

I’m for Clegg
I support Dave Clegg for Ulster County district 

attorney. He is smart, honest, fair and experienced. He 
is the perfect choice to lead the DA’s office as Ulster 
County navigates the criminal justice reforms that take 

effect in January. Nationally, criminal justice reform is 
a bipartisan issue. We need someone who is committed 
to joining the 21st century by keeping us safe while 
making the reforms work. Dave will make sure that 
criminal behavior, not poverty, will keep someone in 
jail. He will use the available tools to ensure that people 
with serious mental illness and addiction get the help 
they need, that dangerous criminals are prosecuted, 
and that the community and victim are protected and 
healed. Dave is the best person for the job.

Ruth Levine

Woodstock

Liars and deceivers, part two
The Article 78 judicial review of the New York Public 

Service Commission (PSC), filed in Albany Supreme 
Court recently by myself, is reviewing the 10/20/2017 
and 12/14/2018 PSC orders disallowing an electrome-
chanical (analog) utility meter opt-out choice. 

The PSC states on page 27 of their 10/20/17 Order 
(document #53, case 14-M-0196 at dps.ny.gov): “Un-
der typical use, an electromechanical meter produces 
approximately 10 times as much EMF radiation as a 
solid-state meter” which includes the opt-out electric 
utility meter. Central Hudson’s (CenHud) also states 
under “meter Q&A” (https://www.cenhud.com/me-
ters/qa): “EMF levels for analog meters showed to 
be about 2 times higher than digital meters at higher 
levels of energy use, and up to 10 times higher (or 
more) than that of the digital meters at lower levels 
of energy use.”

The deception being played here pivots on the fact 
analog meters do create a magnetic field, but only 
measurable within the immediate vicinity of the meter. 
In 80 years of metering with analog meters there have 
been no complaints of adverse health effects unlike 
the arrival of digital/solid-state/smart/meters, which 
brought complaints from all over the world.

Alternatively the PSC & CenHud will not refute with 
sworn testimony that all their digital utility meters, 
including the current opt-out meter, produce EMFs 
in the form of electromagnetic interference (EMI) 
at the meter that travels on the homes entire wiring 
system spiking into every room. 

“Dirty power,” coined by industry, is electricity pol-
luted with EMI’s that can be measured with a micro 
surge meter at the outlets. Readings as high as 1500 
millivolts (mv) have been measured, even though safe 
limits are below 25mv. Meanwhile analog meters emit 
0 mv’s of EMI’s. The PSC ignores current peer-reviewed 
studies that document EMI’s can lead to diabetes 
and obesity (Milham/2013) and cancer (Milham/
Morgan/2008), Submitting false statements, that 
analog meters produce more EMF’s than the current 
digital opt-out meter, by the PSC obviously colluding 
with CenHud, is an attempt to negate the need to 
supply the public with a time-tested safe analog opt-
out choice as 12 other states do including, including 
California, Maine and Vermont. To imply that a foot 
around the analog meter filled with a magnetic field 
is more harmful to the power consumer than EMI/
EMF’s spiking into every room of one’s home with 
measured values way above documented safe value 
sis deception and fraud plain and simple. FYI visit 
thetruthsayerswoodstock.com. To be continued …

Steve Romine

Woodstock

Clegg all the way
It is not often that you meet a great man … a man 

of vision and integrity. Dave Clegg is a great man.
I met Dave Clegg at a criminal justice forum. He 

speaks of criminal justice with passion and conviction. 
His vision of “smart on crime’ makes perfect sense. 
His weekly articles in the Kingston Times, Woodstock 
Times and Saugerties Times give proof of his passion, 
knowledge and experience in the criminal justice arena. 
He is the perfect candidate arriving at the perfect time.

As far as giving to the community, Dave just 
happens to be a deacon at his church, and has been 
a longtime basketball coach. He is a great man who 
serves our community.

A note from the editor

Because there won’t be time for a 

response, we will only print letters next 
week that support a candidate but do 

not criticize their opponent. We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause.
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Let’s have this great man as our district attorney. 

Vote for Dave Clegg.
Jerry Cohen

Saugerties

Tired of deception 
and favoritism

The deception of Mayor Noble’s administration 
continues on a regular basis. Last week it was reported 
the fundraising amount of the three candidates. Grant-
ed one did not report, but of the two that did, Vince 
Rua had far outpaced contributions compared to his 
incumbent opposition. It was then pointed out that 
some of those donors lived in the Albany area by the 
mayor and Rua did not know where he was running. 
Quite frankly, those donations were from some old 
friends and clients as a show of support and friend-
ship. Vince Rua knows where he is running, who his 
opponents are and where his name is on the ballot.

On the other hand perhaps the mayor should check 
with his running mate, the county executive, who has 
received $11,816 from one family alone in New York 
City and thousands of dollars from other New York City 
addresses, some with the same street number. Other 
large four-figure donations have come from as far away 
as Washington D.C. and San Francisco. Perhaps the 
county executive does not know the district where he 
is running, or is the county for sale?

The deception of voodoo economics continued 
this week with the release of the mayor’s budget. He 
claims it cuts spending and lowers the tax rate from 
$9.73 to $9.05. But the fact of the matter is, thanks to 
an across-the-board 10 percent assessment increase to 
all but a few close friends, in June, he had to lower the 
rate to at least $8.84 to maintain the same tax level. 
This budget for a homestead owner comes with a 2.4 
percent city tax increase. With $1.4 million in property 
taken off the tax rolls and given to the questionable 
Land Bank, this could have easily been done. Hopefully 
the present mayor does have that Albany job promise 
rumored to be coming after Election Day, because I 
have a feeling the residents of Kingston are tired of 
his chronic deception and favoritism.

Bruce McLean

Kingston   

Out of touch
The new Socialist Democratic Party leadership is 

out of touch with reality.
1. Paul VanBlarcum, one of the best three-term 

sheriffs Ulster County ever had, was seen in a photo-
graph standing next to President Donald Trump at a 
memorial ceremony for a fallen sheriff ’s deputy. The 

Democratic Party leadership went bonkers, hollering 
and screaming for months on end. You would think 
Paul was standing next to Satan himself. So the people 
who are currently running the Socialist Democratic 
Party saw fit to disown Paul, a lifelong Democrat.

2. By contrast, currently Dave Clegg, Democratic 
candidate for district attorney, is photographed shak-
ing hands with a notorious convicted felon. Suddenly 

ELECT ANDI TURCO-LEVIN
For Ulster County Legislator District 4

I promise to work hard to earn your respect and trust
YOUR VOTE COUNTS

I am asking for your vote in this very important election. After the untimely 
and very sad loss of our Legislator Jim Maloney, I will be running as your 
County Legislator for this election. I will work very hard to continue his 
Legacy of being fair, informed, and always dedicated to the community that 
he loved and called home.

We must continue to work together to insure that our families and businesses 
can thrive while keeping taxes affordable, our residents healthy, and our 
economic growth moving forward. You may not know much about me, but I 
invite you to reach out, ask me questions, and learn about who I am and how 
I can serve you as your County Legislator. Thank you.

Your vote matters.
Election Day is November 5th

Early Voting October 26 - November 3

— Paid Political Advertisement —

A Column for All, 
About Justice for All

RISING HOPE 

Over the past five years I’ve been involved in a 
program called Rising Hope. It’s a religious-
based, entirely-volunteer organization that 

provides college level classes in subjects including 
Ethics, World Religion, and Homiletics, which were the 
courses I taught at Woodbourne Prison. The goal is to 
equip prisoners with the skills and knowledge to help 
them successfully re-enter their communities. I served 
alongside of half a dozen volunteer professionals. One 
of them was my sixth-grade teacher, now in his late 80’s. 
He taught Introduction to Counseling and became a 
wise father figure to many of the men. He was beloved 
and changed a lot of lives for the better. 

Rising Hope keeps track of its graduates. In fact, they 
have an alumnus gathering each year. They have found 
that the recidivism rate for its graduates is less than 
5%. What is recidivism? Examples of recidivism include 
breaking the law, violating parole, being convicted of a 
crime, and returning to prison. Overall recidivism rates 
in New York are above 50%. As you can see, the men 
who graduate the Rising Hope Program are 10 times 
less likely to recidivate (yes, that’s the adverb they use). 
Rehabitating people who are in prison and providing re-
entry programs for people who are released from prison 
makes sense if you want to reduce crime. It’s not about 
coddling convicts, it’s about improving public safety.

Dutchess County has started a re-entry program 
called Project MORE, Inc. It has provided criminal 
justice reform programming to the County for over a 
decade. The services include transitional housing, life 
skills, High School Equivalency education, employment 
readiness, and anger management. The Department of 
Probation has confirmed a high rate of success for the 
programs. The Dutchess County Comptroller, Robin 
Lois, determined that the average daily client cost ranged 
from $6-$46 per day, which is nominal compared to the 
$210 average cost of a day in jail. She found that program 
proved to be a good investment for the County.

Preventing crime, making the community safer and 
stronger, while saving the tax payer money is a win-win-
win. As DA, I believe I can work to accomplish all of these 
goals, each without the cost of the other. We need smart 
solutions to our criminal justice problems..

Dave Clegg brings four decades of experience practicing 
criminal defense, and nine years as an Ulster County 
Public Defender. He has fought for the rights of victims his 
entire career. Dave is the Chairperson of the Ulster County 
Human Rights Commission and has been a leader in our 
community for decades. 

P A I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Town of Hurley
Roy

Hochberg
for

Town Justice
Equal justice under the law 

Fair and Impartial to all
Elect Roy Hochberg

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
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the Socialist Democratic Party leadership has gone 
deaf and dumb. Not a word was mentioned about the 
Clegg/felon handshake, not a peep. It seems in the 
eyes of the Socialist Democratic Party leadership, it’s 
a bigger crime to be seen with the duly elected POTUS 
than shaking hands with a convicted felon,

3. So it’s safe to conclude that the Socialist Dem-
ocratic Party leadership has lost its compass and is 
totally out of touch with reality, not only locally but 
at every level of our government. You will recognize 
the names: Cardinale, Dunn, Pelosi, Warren, Sanders, 

Schiff, AOC, Omar, Tlaib, Presley. These people are not 
about electing good effective government, or country 
before party. Instead they are about control by political 
patronization: party before country.

4. This Nov. 5 is Election Day. You, the patriotic 
voters of America, can make a difference. Study the 
candidates closely and choose wisely. Your future 
depends upon it.

Charles Landi

Lifelong Democrat and 18-year alderman
Kingston

Embrace early voting
It still is an important day, but we don’t need to go 

to the polls that day! Early voting has been approved 
and we can vote Oct. 26-Nov. 3, next weekend included. 
So, no more twisting your schedule around on Elec-
tion Day to make it to the polls, no more applying for 
absentee ballot (unless you would be out even during 
the early voting days). Be sure to take advantage of 
this new feature of our voting process!

Misha Harnick

New Paltz

Clegg will bring 
needed change

It’s time for new leadership in the DA’s office. I 
want Ulster County to have a criminal justice system 
that provides equal justice for all, including the poor, 
women, immigrant communities and people of color. 
Dave Clegg’s approach to the district attorney’s office 
— understanding the public health dimension of drug 
addiction, making use of diversionary programs for 
our youth, and implementing smart bail reform while 
keeping violent offenders off the streets — will create 
such a system. Please join me in voting for Dave Clegg 
for district attorney.

Martha Afzal

New Paltz

An important election 
on Nov. 5

Does anyone still believe Donald Trump is fit to lead 
our country, even after his unilateral, friend-forsaking, 
bloodbath-inviting withdrawal of troops from Syria?

If you’re certain you didn’t make a grave mistake 
on Nov. 8, 2016, and that the man you elected that day 
didn’t make one on Oct. 13, 2019, stop reading. My 
words will only fuel your anger at us damned Dems 
too blind to see how great your president is and how 
badly the fake media treats him. And that’s not what 
I want, especially since, thanks to your president, 
America is already erupting with anger.

But read on if you ever find yourself regretting your 
vote in 2016 — if Trump’s words and deeds sometimes 
repulse you; if you sometimes sense that those words 
and deeds feed your fear of “the other,” and that this 
fear may be misplaced; if you suspect that voting for 
someone just because he’ll deepen your already-deep 
pockets is wrong; if, alas, your pockets aren’t deep, 
and you worry that the Trump Gang will pick your 
pockets for the few scraps they contain in order to 
fatten their own bulging pockets; if you sometimes 
question your deeply held belief that abortion is more 
sinful than separating children from their parents 
and then putting those children in cages, more sinful 
than your president’s defying science and defiling the 
environment that every child everywhere — caged, 
uncaged, yet-unborn — will inhabit; or if you have 
other misgivings.

We face important elections. We can vote early — 
between Oct. 26 and Nov. 3 — or on Election Day, Nov. 
5. Please do! And if you’re a loyal Republican but have 
misgivings about your president, vote knowing that 
none of his loyal candidates have dared say a word — 
maybe because there are none — to rebuke him and 
ease those misgivings.

Tom Cherwin

Saugerties

Johnson a fine candidate 
for judge

Linda Blom Johnson, candidate for New York 
Supreme Court Justice, came to the class that I teach 
at Columbia Greene Educational Center in Greenport, 
Hudson. Linda sat down with my class and listened to 
the stories of their civic engagements. She was support-
ive and encouraging to their interests and proceeded 
to give a civics lesson on the workings of the New York 
State Supreme Court that could serve as a “how to” 
video in Teacher 101. In minutes she had the whole 
class involved in interactive role play. Students magi-
cally became invested as “lawyers,” “judges,” “litigants,” 
“jurors” and “witnesses” in a contract dispute lawsuit.

Linda’s comfortable communication skills made it 
easy for me to envision her in her upcoming real-life 
role as supreme court justice. It was heartening to 
watch her encourage the girls in my class to stand up 
and participate as equals to the boys. Linda created 
a positive buzz in the classroom while she leveled 
the playing field. Linda’s natural compassion and 
understanding is what I hope to see in all Supreme 
Court Justices.

Linda Blom Johnson employed her depth of 
practice in Supreme Court to convert my classroom 

Vote for
Expertise, Experience
and Independence. 

Lisa Cutten is uniquely  
qualified to serve as Ulster’s 
next comptroller. She is  
the only Certified Public 
Accountant in the race, and 
the only candidate with  
more than 30 years of direct 
public auditing experience. 

Lisa has taken on  
corruption and has stood  
up to the Ulster political  
machine, saving taxpayers 
hundreds of thousands  
of dollars. She has the  
knowledge and  
independence we need  
in our next Comptroller.

Lisa Cutten’s  
Record of Public Auditing and  

Financial Oversight
 
 • Ulster County Director of Accountability,  
   Compliance & Efficiency (2014-2019) 
 • Ulster County Deputy Budget Director   
  (2012-2014) 
 • Senior Auditor, Ulster County Comptroller’s   
   Office (2011-2012) 
 • Ulster County Auditor (2006-2008) 
 • Comptroller for the Towns of Poughkeepsie  
   and Fishkill (1994-2001) 
 • City of Kingston Treasurer  
   (1986-1988; 1992-1993) 
 • BBA in Accounting, Pace University 1980 
 • Licensed Certified Public Accountant  
   since 1983

Cutting Fraud, Cutting Waste, Cutting Abuse - Count on Cutten.
CU T T E N FO R U L ST E R .COM

ON NOVEMBER 5TH,  
Vote for Expertise, Experience and Independence. 

Vote for Lisa Cutten, Ulster County Comptroller.

Paid for by Friends of Lisa Cutten
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to a Courtroom. She has been a Supreme Court Trial 
attorney for nearly 20 years representing the meek, the 
disabled, the voiceless and everyday people in need of 
help. With 750-plus Supreme Court live appearances, 
100-plus Supreme Court trials and 50-plus appeals 
that she researched, wrote and argued, I am casting my 
vote for her and I encourage all like-minded educators 
to do the same on Nov. 5.

Jeff LaMountain

Colonie

Vote for Clegg
The opioid crisis is devastating our country, our 

state and our community. In the 2018 report, Ulster 
County had the highest opioid overdose death rate 
in New York State. We need a district attorney who 
understands this as a public health crisis, who will 
approach non-violent addicts as people in need of 
treatment and rehabilitation rather than as criminals 
to be locked up. Dave Clegg is the man for the job.

Harriet Fein

New Paltz

Cutten the best for 
comptroller

I am one of the many Ulster County voters that 
doesn’t belong to a political party. Socially I’m slightly 
to the left on social issues and a little more than slightly 
to the right on government spending. I fully support 
government helping those in need, but I expect it to 
be done efficiently and effectively. The role of comp-
troller is to insure that the tax payers are getting what 
they paid for.

Next year Ulster County will have a freshman 
executive with an untried staff and at least five new 
legislators to govern our county. Now, more than 
ever we’ll need a competent comptroller who has the 
training and experience of detecting governmental 
waste and fraud.

Before deciding on who you’ll vote for in Novem-
ber, visit the candidates for comptroller’s Facebook 
and campaign sites. Evaluate their qualifications and 
experience and then choose the one you think will 
best do the job.

If you do that, then I’m sure you’ll be joining me 
in voting for Lisa Cutten, as the position calls for an 
accounting expert and she is one. Cutten can and will 
do the best job for us as our comptroller.

Thomas Kadgen

Shokan

Don’t ban fossil fuels
I suggest we rein in Governor Cuomo and his goal 

of eliminating the use of fossil fuels by 2040. That 
goal will severely damage New York State’s economy 
and job picture.  Remember, if our state is so strict 
against fossil fuel use and if there are many other 
states which encourage the use of the USA’s plentiful 
fossil fuel reserves, then people and jobs will move 
out of New York State in droves. If we don’t rein in 
Governor Cuomo and his unreasonable energy goals, 
we will be leaving our children and grandchildren a 
state not worth living in. As evidence, see the following 
Kingston Freeman interview (Daily Freeman — Friday, 
Oct. 18, 2019) with Central Hudson executives, who 
confirm the above dire status.

ht tps://w w w.dai ly f reeman.com/news/ lo-
c a l - n e w s/c e nt r a l - hu d s o n - e x e c s - s a y - n e w -
state -law- could-k nock-ut i l it y/a r t ic le _79b -
f9ecc-f115-11e9-aa73-a372a51de92d.html

Ralph Mitchell

Kingston

Clegg for the community
In the race for Ulster County District Attorney, 

Mike Kavanagh is touting his prosecutorial experience. 
On Jan. 1, sweeping criminal justice reform comes to 
New York State. That means Kavanagh’s experience in 
a system that too often relies on lack of transparency 
will no longer exist. We need fresh eyes and innovative 
ideas to effectively promote public safety in this new 
era. Dave Clegg will bring new and essential skillsets 
to the office. While Kavanagh has been wringing his 
hands about how to deal with bail reform, Clegg has 
been studying diversion programs for non-violent 
offenders and, equally important, legal ways to hold 
dangerous criminals. You won’t get fearmongering 
from Dave. Instead, he is focused on social justice and 

ways to ensure that the reforms that come down from 
Albany will work for the entire community. He is the 
perfect choice to lead us through these changes — a 
blend of intelligence, heart and legal acumen. Dave 
Clegg has my vote.

Tom Nolan

New Paltz

Vote for Johnson
We hate to give up Linda Blom Johnson as our 

attorney, but she really should be elevated to be the 
next Supreme Court Justice in the Third Judicial Dis-
trict — just our opinion. We live in the Fourth Judicial 
District, so we must rely on others to vote for her.

 My wife suffered a traumatic brain injury in 2013. 
This life-changing injury required a skilled and 
practiced Supreme Court trial attorney to stand up 
against an insurance company that refused to take 
responsibility, an insurance company with billions of 
dollars of assets. Linda fought our case for five years 
through motion practice, mediation and through trial 
until we won.

 It was more than just a battle of paper and court 
room examination. Linda had to learn, even to feel, 
my wife’s injury-light sensitivity, fatigue, migraines. 
Once, to relax my wife for trial, Linda took her into 
an empty courtroom where the two practiced yoga 
together. With over 100 trials to her credit, Linda 
Blom Johnson was intuitive, fearless and unflappable.

 In our opinion, Linda will apply her womanly sen-
sitivity, her innovativeness and her deep knowledge 
of Supreme Court to understand both sides of the 
Supreme Court issues with which she will be faced.

 Linda is honest, compassionate and driven.
Mark Galeo

Clifton Park

Shabazz wanted to hurt cops 
My name is Raymond Nafey. I am a retired New 

York City detective, formally assigned to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations (FBI) Joint Terrorism Task 
Force, Northern District of New York, which includes 
Ulster County.

I read with interest today, the Kingston Daily 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Michael J. Kavanagh Ulster County District Attorney, P.O. Box 4803, Kingston, New York 12402 

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE WERE THE VICTIM 
OF A SERIOUS CRIME WHO WOULD YOU 

WANT TO PROSECUTE THE PERPETRATOR? 

Elect ~ Mike Kavanagh, Ulster County District Attorney 
Rated Highly Qualified by the Ulster County Bar Association 

EXPERIENCE MATTERS! 

Obtained Convictions against Defendants 
Charged with ... 

KAVANAGH OPPONENT 

Murder 
Rape/Domestic Violence 
Child Abuse 
Armed Robbery 
Home Invasion 
Drug Dealing/Gangs 
Animal Abuse 
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Providing inspiration
A 

bully pulpit is a conspicuous posi-

tion that provides an opportunity to 
speak out and be listened to. This term 
was coined by United States president 
Theodore Roosevelt, who referred to his 

office as a bully pulpit, by which he meant a terrific 
platform from which to advocate an agenda.

The Ulster County executive’s office often carries a 
plywood podium with the Ulster County seal on its front 
to wherever the county executive is the major speaker. 
The pictures the media take at such events appear on 
screens and in printed publications. Sometimes what 
the county executive has to say is new and important. 
At other times, the news release merely repeats what 
already has been said in a slightly altered configuration 
of familiar words.  

Truth to tell, the release last Thursday about the 
creation of the “first-ever Department of Economic 
Development” was more the latter than the former. But 
isn’t repetition supposed to be the mother of learning? 
Repetitio mater studiorum est.

Economic development was previously handled 
by personnel embedded in the county planning de-
partment. Executive Pat Ryan wants to emphasize 
the importance of a new separate department and 
other measures to support his initiative “to grow and 
diversify our economy for all.” He’s already announced 
the appointment of Lisa Berger to head the new depart-
ment and earlier in October released a budget for it.  

At a press conference last Thursday Ryan spent a 
few moments making the announcement behind the 
podium in one corner of the small room on the sixth 
floor of the County Office Building in Kingston. Then 
he moved to the other side of the room and sat at a 
table covered with a blue tablecloth with a placard 
announcing “Grow and diversify our economy for all” 
hanging to its front. Two small images of the county 
seal flanked the placard. A pair of county legislators 
and a handful of other notables stood behind Ryan. 
A photo op!

Very little is more certain than the appointment 
of Berger and the passage of a 2020 county budget 
confirming funding for the office. “This new de-
partment structure allows for robust leadership, 
transparent approaches to delivering economic 
development for all,” said the announcement 
of the 2020 executive preliminary budget 
on Oct. 3, “and will allow the county to put 
funds behind a new approach to economic 
development in Ulster County by increasing 
spending by nearly 25 percent.”

The 2020 executive budget proposes four 
positions in the new Department of Econom-
ic Development. Regular pay for the four 
positions is budgeted at $292,046, including 
$98,101 for the director. Retirement, Social 
Security payments and health benefits will 
add $143,750 to that number.

In the 2020 budget, Berger will, for all 
practical purposes, be replacing the previous 
deputy director for economic development in 
the planning department, Suzanne Holt. And 
a new position of deputy director of economic 
development will replace one of the planning 
department’s business service administrators 
at similar pay.

An additional $275,000 is tucked into the 
$757,096 total departmental budget for pro-
fessional services such as consultants. That’s 
where the new spending will actually go.

At the same time, the departure of the po-
sitions for business services from the Planning 
Department has reduced the planning budget 
(expenses minus revenues) from $1.81 million in the 
amended 2019 budget to $924,000 in the recom-
mended 2020 executive budget. That transfer will 
be where planning expenses will be cut, allowing the 
prudent accommodation of the new positions in the 
new department.

The revised organizational structure for Ulster 

County economic development is merely the vehicle 
for the accomplishment of Pat Ryan’s ambitions. It’s 
a starting point. How well it will succeed will depend 
on the smarts, skills and inspiration breathed into 
it by its participants. Growing and diversifying our 
economy won’t be easy, but it’s a highly desirable goal.

IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Freeman’s article regarding the local campaign for 
district attorney. I felt compelled to respond as the 
assistant case agent assigned to the investigation of 
Ismail Shabazz a.k.a. Gary Faulkner which ultimately 
resulted in his arrest and guilty plea to unlawful sale 
of illegal firearms.

During my tenure with the Joint Terrorism Task 
Force, I became involved in an investigation whose 
origin stemmed from a meeting of Black Panther Party 
elements in New York City. This investigation brought 
the JTTF to the City of Kingston, New York.  During 
the next year and half an FBI undercover agent and 
confidential source made numerous trips to meet with 
Mr. Shabazz to discuss his involvement in the New 
Black Panther Party.

Mr. Shabazz was an advocate for the revolutionary 
tactics employed by the Black Panther Party, a radical 
organization known for violence and hatred toward 
law enforcement. During the investigation, many 
conversations occurred in which Mr. Shabazz spoke 
of his desire to physically injure members of local law 
enforcement. He took great pride in his belief that his 
mere presence intimated members of the local police 
agencies. A community activist, such as he was, in 
truly the worst sense.

The fact that I now read in local press accounts 
that an individual seeking the highest law enforce-
ment position in Ulster County, the district attorney, 
has associated himself with such an individual as Mr. 
Shabazz, is deeply disturbing and appalling.

The article quotes the candidate saying, he had 
“absolutely no contact” and “I shook his hand. He was 
in a crowd. I don’t shun people. I didn’t know what he 
was alleged to have done” in and of itself is disturbing.

In today’s world of social media, such statements 
are easily disproven as shown here in another photo-
graph publicly displayed on the candidate’s website 
as early as spring of 2019. (Editor’s note: A photo 
provided by the letter-writer, which shows Clegg and 
Shabazz together and smiling, could not be confirmed 
by Ulster Publishing to be, as of Oct. 22, 2019, on any 
Clegg website or social media page.)

It is more than apparent that the candidate and Mr. 

Shabazz are known to one another. It also appears that 
Mr. Shabazz is wearing a large Black Panther Party 
lapel pin as seen in the photo below. That in and of 
itself should have been enough for the candidate for 
district attorney to be concerned, and certainly not to 
have placed himself in such a compromising position.

Further, the candidate seeking such a sensitive po-
sition, one that politics should have little influence in, 
should be more open and honest about his affiliations 
and supporters.

The candidate’s response to the concern raised 
as a result of his campaign mailer, seems to be more 
than disingenuous. 

As a retired New York City Detective assigned to 
JTTF and one of the arresting officers of Mr. Shabazz, 
it seems that the people of Ulster County at large and 
members of Ulster County law enforcement should 
demand more of their district attorney.

Raymond Nafey

Detective, New York City Police Department (retired)

Support Dave Clegg for 
district attorney

One of the positions we get to vote for this year is 
the Ulster County district attorney. For me, this deci-
sion is an easy one and I hope you will keep reading 
to know why.

I believe it is time for a district attorney who 
counts success by the number of people helped by the 
district attorney’s office, not by the number of people 
incarcerated. The way to do this is through restorative 
justice, an approach that recognizes that our criminal 
justice system and community have shared goals: to 
keep offenders accountable, repair harm and work 
collaboratively to prevent the next cycle of crime.

To quote the Alliance for Safety and Justice (2019) 
“Perhaps to the surprise of some, the National Survey on 
Victims’ Views found that the overwhelming majority 
of crime victims believe that the criminal justice system 
relies too heavily on incarceration, and strongly prefer 
investments in prevention and treatment to more 

spending on prisons and jails.” (https://alliancefor-
safetyandjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/
Crime-Survivors-Speak-Report-1.pdf)

Please note, I am not affiliated with Dave Clegg’s 
campaign; I am a resident of Ulster County who is 
tired of seeing vast sums of money that could be used 
much more wisely, spent on a criminal justice system 
that values people — those who are victims of crime 
and those who commit crimes. Mike Kavanagh, in his 
campaign material, calls attention to the past eight 
years during which he has been part of the DA’s office 
and emphasizes the number of cases “successfully” 
prosecuted by his office in the past eight years — over 
30,000. Really? Is that what we are paying for? Is that 
what we want? Or, do we want to reduce the number 
of folks who become part of the criminal justice system 
— either as victims or as folks who commit crimes. 
Aren’t there so many better ways to spend our money?

One last word, if you want to know more about Dave 
Clegg and his thinking on the criminal justice system, 
please do as I did and go to his website, cleggforda.com.

And speaking of “please”, do vote! Early voting runs 
from Oct. 26 through Nov. 3 (see https://elections.
ulstercountyny.gov/early-voting/).Election Day is 
Nov. 5, 2019.

Ellen Rocco

New Paltz

Clegg’s new approach
I write in support of Dave Clegg for the position 

of Ulster County district attorney. For far too long, 
prosecutorial power has been narrowly focused on 
punishing and incarcerating those who commit crimes 
at all levels. Of course, to keep us safe the “drivers of 
crime,” i.e., those who cause significant harm, out to 
be removed from the community for an appropriate 
period. At the same time, however, we need to pay 
much more attention to promoting treatment and 
rehabilitation for those who don’t pose a threat to 
public safety.

There is widespread agreement that the current and 
primary emphasis on punishment and incarceration 
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last Friday morning.
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in the distribution of justice is not working. Dave 
Clegg wants to change that. He wants to address the 
problems that plague our criminal justice system, and 
with the help of his constituents — you and me — to 
bring justice and safety to all of us in Ulster County. 
We need Clegg as district attorney; he deserves our 
support.

Gerald Sorin

Professor of American and Jewish Studies
SUNY New Paltz

A great story
The article about the soulful street Angel Kevin 

“K” Sampson (Aug. 29, 2013 Kingston Times) is one 
of the best ever published by Ulster Publishing. Carrie 
Jones Ross did an excellent job with her reporting. I 
have met Kevin Sampson multiple times in Kingston 
because he lives right next to my uncle. He is such a 
sweet man and always has a smile on his face. Despite 
what he is faced with every day because of the tumors 
on his face he keeps pushing forward. In some ways I 
relate to his experience, because I have cerebral palsy. 
He mentions in his interview that he comes across a 
lot of ignorant people that judge him because of his 
appearance. I have faced the same plight my entire life. 
However, I think just like himself that it is important 
to keep on keeping on. No one else defines who or what 
someone is. That is up to the person to carve his own 
path while leaving what is unimportant in the rearview.

Richie Monarch

Stone Ridge

Openness needed in Hurley
It’s fundamentally important that all Town of 

Hurley committees meet in public and that all deci-
sions about town property and use of town resources 
be made in public and that all records are available.

During the July 20, 2019 Hurley Town Board meet-
ing, Supervisor John Perry announced his “mistake” 
in directing the Highway Department to remove an 
old playground from St. Joseph’s Church in Kingston 
and bring it to the Hurley Town Park. The equipment 
proved uninsurable and could not be installed.

In a FOIL request earlier in July, I asked for a copy 
of the Hurley Town Board resolution accepting the 
“gift” of this playground equipment from the church 
and authorizing the use of town resources to move it. 

My specific request received no answer from Mr. Perry, 
and the town board minutes show no such resolution. 
It appears that the plan was actually proposed to Mr. 
Perry by a church trustee who is also chairman of 
Hurley’s Republican Party.

The highway superintendent reported that when he 
first saw the playground in Kingston, he immediately 
informed Mr. Perry in person about the equipment’s 
poor condition, questioning if it could be insured. 
Mr. Perry chose to have the playground brought to 
Hurley anyway.

The next day the highway superintendent sent a 
follow-up email to the supervisor. In it he repeated his 
concerns about the playground’s condition and stated 
his unease in using town equipment for removing the 
playground from the church. This email was left out 
of the materials Mr. Perry sent to me in answer to 
my FOIL request for all playground-related records.

Quietly removing the playground has the appear-
ance of a convenient favor for St. Joseph’s which came 
at Hurley taxpayer expense just as the church was 
clearing its Kingston property for sale.

Useless playground equipment, wasted taxpayer 
money and growing distrust of the town government 
could all have been avoided if Supervisor Perry had 
followed proper governing procedures.

I urge voters to make an important change and 
support open government in Hurley by electing the 
entire Democratic ticket. Vote row A all the way.

Tobe Carey

Glenford

A vote for Clegg is 
a true vote for justice

Dave Clegg has been a local criminal defense at-
torney in this community for more than 40 years and 
is the candidate who would most effectively serve this 
county as district attorney. As your DA, Dave would 
be tough on crime and knows how to put hardened 
criminals behind bars when it is warranted but he also 
knows that this county and this nation are incarcer-
ating way too many individuals when there are more 
effective, humane and financially practical alternatives 
out there. Consider that 74 percent of all arrests in 
Ulster County are just for misdemeanor charges. Only 
26 percent are for felony charges.

New York State leads the nation in the expansion 
and use of drug treatment courts and other specialty 

courts such as those for family treatment and mental 
health but these options have been poorly utilized in 
Ulster County to date. Drug courts use a collaborative 
approach to treatment involving defense attorney, 
prosecutors, treatment and education providers, and 
law enforcement officials. Non-violent offenders vol-
untarily enter the program in which rules are clearly 
defined and a contract between the offender, attorneys, 
the district attorney and the court is signed. Results 
from these treatments programs statewide have been 
overwhelmingly positive.

There are 141 drug courts in operation statewide 
but only one in Ulster County. It is located in the City 
of Kingston and has 36 individuals involved. By con-
trast, Orange County has two drug courts, one opioid 
court, and two mental health courts with close to 400 
defendants involved in these programs.

Unfortunately, there is resistance to change and 
some candidates can find it more politically useful to 
voice get-tough-on-crime policies. This often encour-
ages nonviolent offenders to become violent criminals, 
devastating both families and victims. Ulster County 
can and will do better and its citizens will be safer with 
Dave Clegg as your District Attorney.

Andrea Barrist Stern

Hurley

Don’t disparage Delgado
A crowd of three self-anointed environmental 

saviors attempted to falsely accuse Congressman of 
Antonio Delgado of taking campaign contributions 
from the fossil fuel industry during a recent forum 
at SUNY New Paltz. They publicly called him “a liar.”

What these three people didn’t disclose is their own 
links to the fossil fuel industry. I’m presuming they 
either drove or rode bikes to the SUNY campus. Did 
they have gas in their vehicle tanks? Busted — linked 
to fossil fuel. Their bikes must have synthetic seats 
and tires — manufactured through fossil fuels. Their 
link is now clearly solid! I won’t even point out how 
their clothes — and cellphones — are manufactured.

The world is facing unprecedented climate chaos 
that Congressman Antonio Delgado is fighting with 
passion. Now is not the time for silly antics given the 
severity of what we are confronting. Delgado is in our 
corner; let’s support him.

Please don’t try to disparage our Congressman by 
false allegations that offered 30 seconds of celebrity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOTE FOR OUR 
DEMOCRATIC TEAM! 

      

Vote For: 

 Integrity & Honesty
 Experience & Competence
 New Ideas & Programs
 Low Taxes & Wise Spending
 Open Government
 Building Community 
 Protection of Environment
 Respect for Voters 

 
Vote November 5 or vote early from October 26  
 
 

Every Vote Counts 

 
LEARN MORE at www.HurleyDems.com 

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
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P A I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Please don’t call him names. It’s disrespectful. It’s 
unkind. And, the name-callings are lies!

Jo Galante Cicale

Saugerties

Judicial elections 
need your attention

The Third Judicial District Supreme Court election 
is the least understood race on the ballot. Yet, it’s the 
longest commitment of any election — a 14-year term. 
This court hears mostly civil cases and its decisions 
affect our everyday lives. We are seeing the court in 
action now with the case against the Karolys construc-
tion and demolition dump in Saugerties. 

Unlike other political party endorsed candidates, 
the Supreme Court nominees are chosen by a hand-
ful of delegates — often voting in lockstep with the 
county party chairs — not in a primary or by local 
party committee members who represent the rank-
and-file. Therefore, the “D,” “R,” “WFP,” or “C” are 
less telling. Too often uninformed voters (that’s most 
of us as far as the Supreme Court goes) depend on 
the party designation rather than knowledge about 
the candidates. I recommend that voters do some 
research before casting their ballot for the three 
Supreme Court vacancies (this year there are four 

candidates for three positions). Google the candidates 
and their legal background. Do they represent the 
powerful over the average person? Do they work for 
the public good or for large corporations? We need 
to determine — without their campaign message 
since they cannot speak about how they would rule 
in cases — their legal history, experience and who 
they represent. 

As a Democrat, I’m supporting Pat Ryan, Dave 
Clegg, March Gallagher, and Bryan Rounds on the 
county level. The local Democratic candidates will 
get my vote too. But I will be fully informed about all 
the Third Judicial District Supreme Court candidates 
before I cast my vote. I hope you will be too.

Christine Dinsmore

Saugerties

ARCTIC SPA HOT TUBS

PHYLLIS McCABE

The reason for the season
A HOUSE ON NORTH MANOR AVENUE has got its stuff together for Halloween.


