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Budget
battles
Preliminary New
Paltz town budget
would carry 6.67%
tax increase

Frightfully fun
A discussion of the jack-o-lantern
and where to celebrate Halloween locally

Stepping
down
New Paltz superintendent
of schools announces
resignation

by Terence P Ward
OWN OF NEW Paltz residents
who are budget hawks will
probably be disappointed by
next year’s preliminary budget, but that’s not because Town Council members haven’t been trying to ﬁnd
ways to keep costs under control. In the
end, the preliminary budget to be offered at the November 7 budget hearing
will have money for trucks and technology, and some of what’s needed at the
rescue squad. All told, it will mean a
6.67% tax levy increase over this year,
a hit which can’t be softened by using
fund balance money because there’s
Continued on page 16
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Maria Rice.
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The Dan
Torres
Law?
Proposed measure
would ban appointed
county employees from
holding elected oﬃce

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

There are many explanations for the origin of jack-o-lanterns.

by Christina Coulter

A

PROPOSED NEW COUNTY
law prohibiting appointees
of Ulster County elected ofﬁcials from holding elected
positions within Ulster County was sent
back to the county legislature’s Laws
and Rules Committee with a vote of 15-6
at its October 15 meeting.
According to the wording of the proposed law, which was co-sponsored by
Continued on page 7

EW PALTZ CENTRAL School
District (NPCSD) Superintendent Maria Rice announced
her intent to retire, eﬀective
December 31, 2019. The Board of Education unanimously accepted her resignation at the Wednesday, October 16 meeting.
In the coming weeks, the Board of
Education will decide who will serve
as a temporary superintendent while it
searches for a permanent successor.
Rice has spent 45 years working in the
ﬁeld of education, starting her career
in 1974 teaching English at the middle
school level. “I cherish the time I taught
grade seven,” says Rice. “I loved being in
the classroom, and as I ﬁnish my career
as an administrator, I am so honored to
have been able to work on behalf of children for so long.”
Rice took over the superintendent reins
in July of 2005. When she arrived, the district had recently completed its ﬁve-year
mandated building conditions survey, a
comprehensive facilities report that indicated severe infrastructure and building
deﬁciencies, especially at the 1930s-era
middle school. Finding solutions to address these signiﬁcant (and expensive)
issues became one of Rice’s ﬁrst major
initiatives. In 2007, she advanced a plan
for a $1.86 million tax neutral capital
project to address some of the critical
items, while working with the district’s
Continued on page 16

by Sharyn Flanagan

E

VER HEAR THE story of Stingy Jack? According to Irish legend, Jack was a
trickster who took pleasure in pulling the wool over the eyes of everyone he
met, even the Devil himself. When Stingy Jack eventually met his end, he
was not allowed to enter Heaven on the grounds that he was mean and cruel
and had led a worthless life on Earth. But when he sought refuge in the underworld,
he discovered the Devil had a long memory, too. Barred by Satan at the entrance to
hell, Stingy Jack was doomed, it seemed, fated to wander forever in the netherworld
between Heaven and Hell.
He found his way through the darkness with a lantern made from a hollowed-out
turnip into which he placed a burning ember from Hell, tossed to him in parting by
the Devil. This sad soul wandering through eternity without a home was enshrined
in Irish folklore as “Jack of the Lantern,” which eventually morphed into “Jack-oLantern.”
Continued on page 8
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Briefly noted
New Paltz Middle School hosts
18th annual blood drive
New Paltz Middle School’s eighth grade health
classes will be hosting their 18th annual Election Day
Blood Drive on Tuesday, November 5 (Election Day)
from 2:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the middle school auditorium.
The donation process takes approximately an
hour. All candidates are welcome. For additional
information, please contact Melissa Gruver at New
Paltz Middle School (256-4200) or the New York
Blood Center at 1-800-933-BLOOD or nybloodcenter.
org.
Please remember to bring your blood donor card
and/or your Photo ID.

Honor Diversity -- Defeat White
Supremacy march in New Paltz
New Paltz Women in Black and more than 30 community organizations are sponsoring a protest and
march, Honor Diversity -- Defeat White Supremacy,
to be held on Saturday, November 2, 12:30 p.m., at
the New Paltz Peace Park, located at Plattekill and
Hasbrouck avenues.
Participants will stand in public to say no to racism, sexism and bigotry against religious minorities.

Districts to test evacuation and early
dismissal plan on November 7
Public schools in Ulster County will release students approximately 15 minutes early on Thursday, November 7. Students will be sent home early
on this day as part of an annual drill that tests the
evacuation procedures of each district’s Emergency
Management/Disaster Preparedness Plan. The Commissioner of Education has mandated that this drill
be conducted annually in all New York State public
schools.
Local Ulster County schools ask that parents make
appropriate arrangements for the early arrival of
their children the afternoon of November 7.
Each participating district may provide parents
with district speciﬁc information regarding the evacuation drill’s impact on bussing and after school activities.
All Ulster County public schools are participating
in the drill, including the following: Ellenville, Highland, Kingston, New Paltz, Onteora, Rondout Valley,
Saugerties, Wallkill and Ulster BOCES student programs.

Free homework help
at Gardiner Library
The Gardiner Library is now oﬀering free homework help for fourth through eighth grades in social
studies, English and science. Eileen GulbrandsenGlenn is a retired teacher who taught for 34 years
in the Wallkill Central School District. Tutoring will
take place at the library. To make an appointment
(date and time to be determined with GulbrandsenGlenn) e-mail sande2930@aol.com.
For more information, call the library at (845) 2551255 or stop by at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further
information, call the number above or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Author reading and performance
at Inquiring Minds Bookstore
Inquiring Minds will host a poetry reading by

Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases
from its readers. They should be submitted by
Sunday to increase the chance that they will
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

GARDINER | ART EXHIBIT

“The Unchaste”: painting exhibit by Jodi
Sibilia and reception at Gardiner Library

“T

HE UNCHASTE” BY Jodi
Sibilia is currently on exhibit at the Gardiner Library through October
29. Meet the artist and enjoy light refreshments at an artist reception this Saturday,
October 26 from 2 to 4 p.m. In this painting series titled ‘The Unchaste’ Sibilia explores cause, eﬀect and decision-making.
Sibilia is a local artist and teacher who
uses her art as a tool to educate the public
with a special interest in connecting and
creating healthy communities.
"I came to recognize how much of what
we used to think was important to us
when we were young has been forgotten
coming into adulthood,” says Sibilia. “I
wanted to share this with young people
who are presently living in this turbulent Painting by Jodi Sibilia.
and chaotic time, and breathe life into the
saying ‘This too shall pass’, thus diluting some of the fear that comes with choice.”
Sibilia’s painting series uses acrylic spray paints and gel mediums. She speciﬁcally chose these
materials because they are modern and exploitative. Due to their novelty, this medium is easily linked to young people; mimicking the creative application of street art, pop art, cartoons,
graphic novels and/or anime.
The works will be on display in the library exhibit space, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further
information, call the library at 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Gisela Stromeyer on October 27 at 4 p.m. Stromeyer
is a well-known artist (published in many books,
magazines and viewed on TV), healer and teacher.
She was formally trained in dance, architecture and
several healing arts modalities. Most recently, Gisela
published the book Just Like That: Poems, Paintings
and Practices. On October 27, she will be joined in
performance by Grammy Award--winning ﬂute player Steve Gorn, as well as Ned Leavitt, Lynn Margilith,
Phyllis Luberg and Dror Ashuah. Purchase of Just
Like That will be 20% oﬀ at the event.
Inquiring Minds Bookstore is located at 6 Church
Street in New Paltz.

Growing hemp in the Hudson Valley
Gail Hepworth will present “Growing Hemp in the
Hudson Valley” on Thursday, October 24, 7 p.m., at
Boughton Place, located at 150 Kisor Road in Highland. This is a free event open to the public.
Gail Hepworth and her sister Amy, own and operate Hepworth Farms in Milton, a 550-acre, seventhgeneration family farm founded in 1818. Along with
growing varieties of vegetables, they’re now growing
hemp.
The sisters co-founded “Hempire State Growers
Hudson Valley,” with over 30 diﬀerent farms that
work together and supply expertise from seed to
sale, while sharing the proﬁts. Their main goal is to
develop a pure, organically-grown hemp plant with
ﬂavors and qualities speciﬁc to Hudson Valley. The
group will be the “go-to” entity for CBD production
and processing in the region. They are focusing on
producing organic hemp with maximized CBD concentration, and will use state-of-the-art extraction
and processing technologies.
RSVP to JoyAnn Savino, mhsierraprograms@yahoo.com<mailto:mhsierraprograms@yahoo.com>.

Volunteers needed
The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental
Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Commission, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public
Access Committee, Recreation Committee and Zon-

ing Board of Appeals. Interested parties are asked to
submit a letter of interest and resume to the supervisor’s oﬃce at P.O. Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or
e-mail assistant@townofnewpaltz.org.

Living with Alzheimer’s and other
dementias at Gardiner Library
Gardiner Library hosts a three-part series addressing questions that arise when caring for an individual
living in the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease. The
ﬁrst meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 29
from 1 to 2 p.m., and continue weekly on Tuesdays.
Pre-register by calling the library or online at alz.
org/CRF.
Learn what the diagnosis means, how to plan for
the future and what resources are available to help.
Hear from caregivers and learn about tips and strategies that can help at every stage. As the disease progresses, the need for more information and support
will grow.
The presentation will take place in the library
community room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Distinguished speaker series
at SUNY New Paltz
The SUNY New Paltz Distinguished Speaker Series
will change up its usual format this year, welcoming
two guests to campus for an intergenerational “Fireside Chat” on Monday, October 28, 7:30 p.m., in Lecture Center 100.
The event will ﬁnd New Paltz alumnae Janus Adams and Ilyasah Shabazz in dialogue on topics related to the oft-remembered opening lines of Hamlet’s
soliloquy: To Be, or Not to Be?
Adams and Shabazz will explore ideas about how
individuals can balance their responsibilities to society and to themselves, especially in times of challenge and change.
Tickets are $10, and advance purchase is recommended. Tickets can be purchased online or by
calling the Box Oﬃce at (845) 257–3880. There is no
charge for current SUNY New Paltz students who
present school ID, though there is a limited quantity
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The 25th annual conference will be organized
around the theme of “Stories and Struggles: Realizing the Power of Movement,” with panels and
workshops exploring approaches for creating safe,
inclusive educational spaces to serve learners from a
variety of backgrounds.
Registration deadline is October 25. Tickets are
$50/$10 for students. To learn more and to register,
contact Tim Dilger at conferencing@newpaltz.edu
or call (845) 257-3032.

HIGH FALLS | ART EXHIBIT

“Reflection” at
the Wired Gallery
November 1-24

W

IRED GALLERY WILL feature
a group exhibition, “Reﬂection,” curated by Josephine
Bloodgood, on November
1–24, Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. at Wired Gallery, located at 11 Mohonk
Road in High Falls.
The exhibit will feature artists Scott Michael Ackerman, Michelle Biondolillo-Keessen, Josephine Bloodgood, Damon, Fran
Goodwin, Beth Humphrey, Victoria Kari,
Sandra Nystrom, Joanne Pagano-Weber,
Fran Sutherland, Lynne Tobin, Carl Van
Brunt and Dion Yannatos.
Reﬂection will open on Friday, November
1, with a reception from 5 to 7 p.m.
“Reﬂection brings together artists living
in the mid-Hudson Valley, some familiar
and some newer to the area, all working in a
range of styles and media,” said Bloodgood
in a prepared statement. “The exhibition Work by Fran Goodwin.
aims to explore the concept of ‘reﬂection’ in
broad terms, whether a mirrored image, the
visual impression of light bouncing oﬀ a surface, personal contemplation, or meditation on the human condition and world events.”
Most of the featured artists combine more than one approach to the theme, in visually and conceptually layered works drawing inspiration from the artists’ imaginations and materials and/or
from observations of everyday surroundings.
For additional information, visit TheWiredGallery.com.

of free tickets for students.
For more information and to reserve tickets,
please visit http://www.newpaltz.edu/speakerseries/.

Resnick lecture series
Carolyn Dean, professor of history at Yale University, will make the sixth and ﬁnal presentation
in the Louis and Mildred Resnick Institute Lecture
Series “Jewish Communities and the Uneasy Future”
on October 23, 7:30 p.m., in Lecture Center 104 at
SUNY New Paltz, She will talk about “The witness
Avengers: Armenian and Jewish Assassins on Trial,
1921 and 1927: Early and Contemporary Responses to
Genocide and the Resurgence of Antisemitism.” Her
latest book, The Moral Witness: Trials and Testimony
after Genocide traces the history of the “witness” to
genocide, tracking the changing representation of
violence over the last hundred years and demonstrating how the cultural meaning of genocide was
distinguished from war and imperial conquest.
All invited. Free admission.

Gardiner Library presents
mythology club
The Gardiner Library will host a series entitled
“Mythology Club” for third through sixth graders that
will explore the world of mythology, the symbolism
and traditions associated with the Greek Gods and
Goddesses. This four-week series will meet on the
ﬁrst Friday of the month starting on Friday, November 1 from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Pre-register by October 29. The ﬁrst meeting will cover Hestia, Demeter,
Hera and Dionysus or “Hearth and Home.” Attendees will make their own bread to bake at home. The
series costs $15 and will meet through February.
The “Mythology Club” will meet in the library
community room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike.
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org or the library’s Facebook page.

Welcome winter expo

Medicare Advantage Plan or switching or dropping
to a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan. Counseling
is by appointment only. Call Oﬃce of the Aging to
schedule an appointment at (845) 340-3456. Bring
your Medicare card, list of medications and income
information.
For more information, call the library at (845) 2551255, stop by at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Multicultural Education Conference
at SUNY New Paltz on November 8
The School of Education at SUNY New Paltz invites
education professionals, parents, students and community members to the 2019 Multicultural Education Conference, which will be held Friday, November 8 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at the Student
Union Building on the New Paltz campus.

Free Medicare counseling
at the Gardiner Library

A free welcome winter expo, sponsored by Interfaith Earth Action, New Paltz Climate Action Coalition and New Paltz Climate Smart, will be held on
November 21 from 7 to 9 p.m., at St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, located at 34 South Chestnut Street in New
Paltz.
The event will oﬀer family friendly tips for thriving
during the winter and energy eﬃciency tips.
For additional information, visit www.newpaltzinterfaithearthaction.com, call Jim O’Dowd at
(845) 255-4170 or e-mail jimmyodowd@yahoo.com.

Fall activities for children at Elting
Fall activities for children at Elting Memorial Library are underway. Chess club for children ﬁve
years and up meets on Monday evenings. All levels
are welcome, including beginners. There are story
times for younger children on Tuesday afternoons
and Wednesday mornings. And there is the reading
to dogs, where children can practice their reading
skills by reading to a trained, certiﬁed service dog.
Reading to dogs will take place on October 26, November 16 and December 14.
Check the library’s online calendar at eltinglibrary.org for times and additional information about
these programs.
The library is located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

PRIZES FOR

The Gardiner Library will host free, individual
Medicare counseling with Andy Domenech from the
Ulster County Oﬃce of the Aging on Wednesday October 30 from 1 to 4 p.m.. There are a number of
options during the 2019 annual open enrollment period including changing from original Medicare to a
Medicare Advantage Plan, switching or dropping a
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Stalled
Parking discussed for the Village of New Paltz, no changes planned
the Plattekill Avenue lot
was converted from free
to paid some years ago,
trustees at the time decided to put in a central kiosk
rather than buying meters
for every spot. Its location near the lot's main
entrance has always been
problematic; even though
it's not necessary to stop
one's car at the kiosk to
pay, many drivers cause
backups in that manner.
More recently, according
to the mayor, jams in the
machine have become
an increasing headache
for users and staﬀ members, whom he said spend
part of that time "getting
screamed at" by people
who just want to park
their cars.
A more high-tech solution isn't yet in the cards,
because developers have
not yet written a mobile
app that ﬁts the criteria trustees are seeking.
LAUREN THOMAS
They include discounted
rates for village residents
(but not free parking for descendants of the original
Huguenot settlers, which is what one person told the
mayor would be appropriate), integration with whatever parking kiosk replaces the current one in the
Plattekill lot, and some level of privacy protection for
people entering credit-card information into the app.
The last one considered also carried a per-transaction
fee that they found proportionally too high at 40 cents;
the mayor doesn't believe it's appropriate to absorb
that cost as might be done if village government were
actually a business. Any app would also have to work
seamlessly with the village's ﬁnancial software and the
system used to generate those parking tickets.
Residents were also given a chance to speak. One
topic that arose was about how parking congestion
and meters impact adjacent residential neighborhoods. Another was whether it's a good idea to sell
the village lot oﬀ North Chestnut Street.
Bakery owner David Santner suggested developing
a plan to create a village-wide public-private parking
plan with the help of a consultant, but Rogers didn't
seem to grasp the intent. Santner used the Jewish
Community Center lots as an example, and the mayor
focused on that property. "What's the task?" he wanted
to know of Santner, but the business owner appeared
to be suggesting that a data-driven plan be prepared
and then used to approach property owners, not the
other way around. The mayor said that it's "hard to
put this on us," meaning village elected oﬃcials, but
Santner is of the position that this is exactly the type
of problem people are elected to address. The mayor
redirected Santner by discussing inequities in sales tax
revenue-sharing, as New Paltz only gets a fraction of
the money paid here but the tourist economy in the
county puts strain on local services.
Rogers and Santner also disagree on other ques-

by Terence P Ward

V

ILLAGE
OF
Paltz
NEW
board
members opted to
devote most of their October 16 meeting to talking
about parking. New Paltz
is a community caught between a push to design a
more pedestrian-friendly
community and a desire to
make it easy for tourists to
drive here since their dollars are desired but there's
no convenient public
transportation. Trustees
spoke among themselves
and also with community
members in attendance,
but left oﬀ without committing to any changes in
what's planned for parking management.
Michele Zipp has researched parking practices and perceptions
in many communities.
One thing she found that
The lack of parking in the Village of New Paltz continues to be a problem.
leads people to be more
supportive is to dedicate
part of the problem is cultural, insofar as people
parking revenue to particular projects. However,
prefer to "get in the car to go get milk" and compete
according to Mayor Tim Rogers, parking meter fees
for the closest possible spot. "There's always spots
and tickets are the second and third highest revenue
at village hall," she said. "I think it's a habit thing."
streams for local government. Rogers is in favor of
A system of centralized parking, such as a garage,
ﬁnding ways to fund public services outside of propcould help change behavior, but is not likely to be
erty taxes, a holdover from feudal systems under
aﬀordable in a community this size.
which land could be equated with wealth. Rather
"We have all the challenges a larger city has," said
than burden property owners and their tenants with
Rogers, but not nearly as many resources.
all the costs when visitors also use services, fees such
As reducing congestion is one of the goals underas the ones charged at meters capture money from
pinning parking regulation, talks about creating a
diﬀerent groups of people. To that end, he did not
more inclusive calendar of parking holidays stalled
express support for dedicating that money to anyearlier this year. That itself only arose because of a
thing speciﬁc. The mayor regularly posts updates
change in the law, passed in 2018, which eliminated
on Facebook and through this newspaper providing
the old tradition of free parking on Sundays. While a
granular detail about the costs of government, and
small number of people expressed opposition at the
considers that level of transparency suﬃcient, pertime, it only became an issue of wider interest when
haps, to deserve the level of support Zipp described.
churchgoers got tickets on Palm Sunday this past
During the public hearings on Sunday parking fees,
spring. Rather than appearing to have an AbrahaRogers said that $300,000 is about what is brought
mic bias, trustees sought input on days when parkin annually in this way. Zipp found that the cost of
ing fees might be suspended. However, suggestions
maintaining a parking spot — paving, painting, snow
including Halloween, college graduation and Easter
removal, and labor — is about $400; the mayor mulrun contrary to keeping spots open for the beneﬁt of
tiplied that by 262 spaces and pronounced $104,000
business owners. Tobin pointed out that the annual
a "sound estimate" of that cost. Parking fees have not
holiday shopping free parking declaration similarly
kept up with those costs: Zipp said that the ﬁrst meundermines that goal. On the other hand, Rogers
ters carried a charge of ﬁve cents per hour, in 1935.
noted, Christmas is desolate in New Paltz and free
Time limits on parking are believed to be an ecoparking is thus appropriate. In short, trustees found
nomic and environmental necessity in any commuit wasn't easy to make a list of free days that was efnity wherein the residents depend on personal mofective, but also felt equitable.
tor vehicles. When spots are full, drivers may circle
Trustee Alex Wojcik is concerned that all this dislooking for a nearby spot -- creating more emissions
cussion might yield is reinforcement of auto-centric
-- or business owners could lose the sale entirely.
policies in a community where automobiles by far
"There's got to be a better way to get the turnover we
contribute the most to carbon emissions.
want," said Deputy Mayor KT Tobin, who believes
Managing parking is a "series of emergencies"
for village employees, according to Rogers. When
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MOHONK | PRESERVE

ANDREA MACSCOTT

Young Women Who Crush accept Mohonk Preserve’s Thom Scheuer Award for Land Stewardship at
the Gunks Climbing Film Festival.

Young women Who Crush receive
Mohonk Preserve stewardship award

Y

OUNG WOMEN WHO Crush (YWWC), a diverse group of teen climbers based in New
York City, were presented with the 2019 Thom Scheuer Land Stewardship Award during
the 21st Annual Gunks Climbing Film Festival on Saturday, October 12 at the SUNY New
Paltz Studley Theatre.
Led by Alexis Krauss, Eva Kalea and Emily Varisco, and supported by the Discover Outdoors
Foundation and The Cliﬀs Climbing + Fitness, Young Women Who Crush is a climbing and leadership development program that provides opportunities for high school girls in New York City to
experience the physical, mental and emotional beneﬁts of rock climbing. Throughout the year,
the girls are taught to value outdoor recreation and, through Leave No Trace and Wilderness First
Aid trainings, they are given the concrete skills they need to become informed and empowered
outdoor leaders.
The program culminates in two outdoor trips, allowing participants to experience nature and
to translate a year’s worth of hard work on indoor walls to real rock.
"Climbing at Mohonk Preserve -- the home of Gunks climbing -- had a profound eﬀect on these
young people," said Mohonk Preserve Associate Director of Visitor Services Jon Ross. "Their enthusiasm for being outdoors was immediately apparent. And when we invited them to help us
out, they were eager to undertake a hands-on service project supported by Preserve Stewardship
staﬀ."
The Thom Scheuer Land Stewardship Award is presented annually to acknowledge a signiﬁcant
individual or group volunteer eﬀort. Thom Scheuer, the beloved head ranger of Mohonk Preserve
from 1972 until his death in 1999, dedicated his work and life to protecting and maintaining the
Preserve as a place for world-class outdoor enjoyment within a high-quality ecosystem.
"Passing on the message of stewardship to a younger generation, to provide opportunities to
learn about the importance of protecting the landscape and inspire them to care for their natural
world, is a fundamental stewardship goal," Ross noted. "Thom Scheuer himself would be proud to
present his award to the accomplished and committed Young Women Who Crush."

tions of the purpose of government. The mayor believes it's a "responsibility" to make sure village departments bring in more than they cost, but Santner
considers them services, such as parks. Rogers is
not alone in equating governmental eﬃciency with
proﬁt; Tobin also considers this a priority.
Doubtless parking will continue to be an issue in
the village, at least until cars are no longer encouraged for transportation in human society. ++

Empire State Trail pivot
for Trans-Hudson project
Village of New Paltz board members got a preview
of what might soon be proposed at a town Planning
Board meeting: meaningfully incorporating the Empire State Trail into the Trans-Hudson project on
North Putt Corners Road. The plan seems to be a bid
to get hooked into village water and sewer systems,
hence the discussion at the Village Board meeting.
Mayor Tim Rogers said that a trailhead with parking
for users could be part of the concept, and that approving a hookup could allow a loop in the village
system to be built that would resolve some low-pres-

sure issues for nearby neighbors.
Trustees appeared hopeful and open to looking at
any new plans, but those would have to be presented
for town Planning Board members to consider ﬁrst.
-- Terence P Ward

Cara Lee, of the committee, argued that this project is necessary to hit state renewable energy goals
and to preserve the planet for human life. Project
manager Ted Nitza concurred with that assessment;
the amount of energy produced would be suﬃcient
to power almost a quarter of homes in New Paltz at
this time. Such projects are challenging to site, as
they need to be close to distribution lines to make
them economically attractive. The landﬁll site is also
appealing because it’s previously disturbed.
Including the relatively small footprint of the
landﬁll itself, the property is 189 acres of wetlands
and rocky ridges and forest. Lee largely dismissed
the forest as unimportant because it’s only about
60 years old, but Seyfert-Lillis sees it diﬀerently
because old-growth forests -- which produce suﬃcient food to be essentially self-supporting -- begin
at around 80 years of age. “It is not a shabby place,”
she said, and, “We shouldn’t be talking about it as
throwaway.” The Sol Systems proposal would be for
29 acres, including some over the landﬁll, which Lee
said is harder to build upon.
Brownstein and Seyfert-Lillis wondered how and
when the idea of killing trees even got considered.
“When did ‘on the landﬁll’ become ‘at the landﬁll’?”
asked Brownstein. The answer, board members
heard, was that committee members simply decided to invite vendors to be creative. The other town
board members didn’t see it as an issue.
Dan Torres remarked, “The world is literally on
ﬁre,” and considers trees secondary to his own species’ survival by resolving self-created problems. Supervisor Neil Bettez opined that one cannot swing
a cat without hitting forest in New Paltz, and Marty
Irwin has in the past remarked that it’s not whether
one hugs trees, but how hard.
Lee emphasized that the proposal would have to
avoid wetlands, which are seen as more valuable in
the context of human survival than second-growth
upland forests, and characterized the animals which
would be uprooted by a massive construction project as “adaptable.” She believes this tract is not a signiﬁcant “stepping-stone” forest because it’s bounded
on one side by the Thruway. Eﬀorts to make the area
welcoming to smaller animals would be included in
the plan. “The forest does come back,” she said.
“We’re addressing climate change by cutting down
16 acres of healthy forest,” said Brownstein.
Seyfert-Lillis continued to emphasize the importance
to animal life and Bettez remarked at one point, “No
matter what we do, some animals will die.” Attempts
to slow the project, to take a pause to learn more about
the impacts, were quashed by the simple fact that a
majority of board members did not see it as an issue.
-- Terence P Ward
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Solar no slower
Two Town of New Paltz council members feel the
decision to move ahead with negotiations to build a
solar system on town property oﬀ Clearwater Road
was rushed and perhaps ill-conceived, but that decision will not be reversed. The proposal preferred by
members of the ad-hoc committee studying solar on
the capped town landﬁll calls for clear-cutting some
20 acres of forest in addition to the landﬁll space.
Committee members have data indicating that the
carbon beneﬁt, even after clearing trees that store
carbon and provide oxygen, would be a net gain
and a win in the context of climate change. Board
members Julie Seyfert-Lillis and David Brownstein
see the issue as more nuanced and would prefer to
see impacts on more living beings considered. Their
viewpoint did not prevail.
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LLOYD | DEDICATION

Starting point
Hudson Valley Rail Trail gateway dedicated to “visionary” Ray & Claire Costantino
by Frances Marion Platt

“T

HIS TRESTLE MARKS the beginning
of the Hudson Valley Rail Trail. It is
dedicated to Claire and Ray Costantino, whose vision transformed an
old, abandoned railbed into what is now an 8.75mile linear park that runs from Walkway Over the
Hudson to the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail. Before you
is a paved passage through varied terrain and experiences that you will not soon forget.” So reads the
new brass plaque aﬃxed to the recycled steel gateway now marking the place where the Walkway and
the rail trail converge, on the western edge of the
entryway plaza on the Highland side of the former
railroad bridge.
The new gateway was oﬃcially dedicated on Saturday, October 19 in a ceremony featuring a number
of those who were instrumental in the trail’s creation
and many members past and present of the Board of
Directors of the Hudson Valley Rail Trail Association
(HVRT). Also looking on, on that perfect autumn afternoon, were not a few random Walkway users who
fortuitously happened upon the scene, clicking away
with their cameras and chattering amongst themselves in several languages.
Few could have anticipated what a magnet for
tourists from all over the world this spot would
become, back in the mid-1990s when three active
members of the Highland Rotary Club -- Ray Costantino, John Canino and Everton Henriques -- were
brainstorming their next community service project
and came up with the idea of turning the abandoned
New York, New Haven and Hartford Line railbed
through the town into a pedestrian and bicycle trail.
“Ray remembered a rail trail that he and Claire had
walked in Lake George,” current HVRT president
Pete Bellizzi recounted at the dedication ceremony.
The idea caught ﬁre among other club members
and spread throughout the community, although
no one was keen on spending tax dollars on the
project. But when a now-defunct ﬁber-optics communications company announced plans to install
high-speed Internet cable lines connecting the New
York State Thruway corridor with Poughkeepsie via
Routes 299 and 9W and the Mid-Hudson Bridge,
Costantino -- by then having been elected Lloyd
town supervisor -- proposed that the company utilize the right-of-way under the old railbed instead. A
deal was negotiated in which the company paid the
Town of Lloyd $400,000 for an easement to do this,
still saving itself half a million dollars by signiﬁcantly
shortening the route, according to Bellizzi.
That $400,000 fee became the town’s match for
grants available from the New York State Department
of Transportation, and work got underway to improve the rail trail after the excavation for the cable
installation was completed. “We just dug in and said,
‘We’re going to do this project,’” Costantino related.
“I was told that if I paved the rail trail, I wouldn’t
get reelected. I went ahead and paved it anyway.”
He gave much of the credit for his determination to
his wife: “Claire never followed; she was out front.”

LAUREN THOMAS

At the Walkway Over the Hudson in Highland last Saturday a dedication ceremony for the new Gateway Arch on the
Hudson Valley Rail Trail was held. The arch has been dedicated to Claire and Ray Costantino.

“If you know Claire, you know she doesn’t give up,”
agreed Henriques. “She kept pushing Ray.”
As it turned out, no local property taxes were
spent on developing the trail; support came from
a series of state grants, individual donors and volunteer labor. The ﬁrst 2.5 miles, extending from the
Highland hamlet to Tony Williams Park, was paved
and opened to the public by 1997. Eventually Ulster
County got into the act, supporting the third phase
of the project, from the ﬁrehouse to South Street,
and New York State provided funds, machinery and
labor for the most recent phase, bringing the trail
all the way into New Paltz and its connection with
the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, River-to-Ridge Trail and
points beyond. “Ray was a visionary,” said Herb Litts
III, county legislator for District 9, which includes
western Lloyd and eastern Plattekill. “He was way
ahead of any other town. The governor hadn’t even
gotten his idea for his Empire Trail, but I think he
got it here.”
Litts went on to tell of his family’s own involvement in the rail trail project: The uprights of the
new memorial gateway, supporting a steel arch with
a cutout of the HVRT logo and the legend “Hudson
Valley Rail Trail,” are repurposed sections of towers
that once carried power lines from an electrical distribution facility in Highland over Illinois Mountain
to New Paltz. “In the 1960s or ‘70s, Central Hudson
decided to replace the towers with monotube poles.
They contracted with my dad to take the towers
down the mountain,” said Litts. “Dad bought them
for scrap.” The pile of steel girders lay for decades
on the Litts family property on North Chodikee Lake
Road, slowly shrinking as the family donated them

PROTECT THE THINGS THAT MATTER TO YOU.
When disaster strikes, your home insurance will make the difference
between recovery or regret. Don’t wait until it’s too late, call Accent to get
the right amount of home insurance to protect your family from tragedy.

to ﬁre departments for siren towers or sold them
to cable companies. The sign over the dock at Bob
Shepard Highland Landing Memorial Park was another donation, and pieces of an I-beam were used
in an Eagle Scout project creating a footbridge over
a small stream visible at the foot of the embankment
where the new HVRT gateway stands. “Herbie’s father was the original recycler,” joked Ray Costantino.
That dwindling pile of scrap metal may be called
upon once more as work on the rail trail nears completion, said Litts: “They want to do another arch at
the other end, on 299 across from Lowe’s.” Asked
what else remains to be done, Costantino said,
“There are some improvements here we can make,
in the area in front of the caboose.” He and Claire are
envisioning a display of historic railway memorabilia
to complement the 1915-vintage caboose, which had
formerly been used as an Ulster County Chamber
of Commerce visitor kiosk before being sold to the
Town of Marlboro. The Costantinos bought it back
and donated it to HVRT, and it’s now an added attraction at the beginning of the trail, its original interior aﬀording glimpses into life on the railways a
century ago. Little kids ﬁnd it irresistible.
All along its length, the Hudson Valley Rail Trail
oﬀers plenty of other incentives to explore, from
vistas of Illinois Mountain to ﬁshing opportunities in
Black Creek to seasonal festivals such as the annual
Winterfest Chili Cookoﬀ. But at the western terminus of the Walkway over the Hudson, where the rail
trail begins, visitors can now also enjoy a reminder
of how it all began. ++
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The Dan Torres Law?

COUNTY | LEGISLATURE

(Continued from page 1)

Legislature holds off on Rodriguez censure

A

LAUREN THOMAS

Assistant Deputy County Executive and New Paltz
Town Board member Dan Torres is the only person the
proposed law would affect.

legislators Joe Maloney of Saugerties and Ken Ronk
of Shawangunk, the bill’s intent is to "assist in avoiding any conﬂicts of interest, division of loyalty and/
or appearances of impropriety." Currently, the only
county employee who would be aﬀected by this action is Dan Torres, the assistant deputy county executive, who also serves on the New Paltz Town Board.
As such, Resolution 374 has been termed by many as
the "Dan Torres Law.”
"You say it’s not about Dan Torres, but it’s kind of like
when people say it’s not about the money — it’s about
Dan Torres. If [Torres' positions on the New Paltz Town
Board and his position as assistant deputy county executive are] deemed a conﬂict, then the legislature
should hold themselves to the same measures," said
New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil Bettez at the meeting,
claiming ﬁve members of the legislature had similar
conﬂicts. "I urge you to act before you embarrass yourselves more than you already have ... this resolution
stiﬂes free speech … and ignores that several members
of this legislature have the same conﬂicts."
Bill co-author Ronk says the law is not speciﬁcally
directed toward Torres. Ronk, who is the Mid-Hudson regional director of Assembly Minority Leader
Brian Kolb, said comparing the legislators who are
employed by state and town governments was like
"comparing apples and oranges," as the law would
apply just to non-union appointed oﬃcials.
"Both of the legislators that are employed in town
positions have taken civil services tests for those
positions — this law would speciﬁcally apply to nonunion appointed oﬃcials. It would not apply to anyone who is tested into a position. That's why that's
diﬀerent," said Ronk. "There's three legislators that
work for state government, of which I am one. There
is a speciﬁc allowance that ... allows local elected ofﬁcials to serve for state legislators. There are speciﬁc
sections of the employee handbook that, for me personally in my employment with the Assembly [that]
talks about dual government employment. It has to
be denoted on my ﬁnancial disclosure ... and needs
to be approved by the Assembly counsel's oﬃce."

R

ONK SAID THE measure had been discussed for eight months before Torres was
appointed to his position by County Executive Pat Ryan. While the law was not, Ronk
said, directed speciﬁcally at Torres, he explained
what he felt were possible conﬂicts of interest between his two positions.
"Important decisions are made at the county level,
especially in the county executive's oﬃce. Budgetary
decisions and policy decisions that have a direct effect on the towns and could have a direct eﬀect on
the Town of New Paltz, either positive or negative.
There's no way for the general public to know that

T THE LEGISLATURE’S October 15 meeting, County Legislator Kathy Nolan submitted a resolution that would formally "censure," or publicly admonish, Legislator Hector Rodriguez of
New Paltz for violating the county's sexual harassment prevention policy, but the body declined to take a vote on it.
Nolan said that she submitted the measure to the legislature before the deadline to get the item on the
docket for the body's next meeting "in order to let the women who brought these complaints know that
we will take action, not just take a pledge that we will take action."
"We had been talking about what mechanisms we would use to address Legislator Rodriguez's conduct and this was a way of doing something concrete last night," she said.
County Executive Pat Ryan and Legislature Chair Tracey Bartels have issued press releases condemning Rodriguez's actions. A county-commissioned report released last week stated that an investigation
by an Albany law ﬁrm found the longtime New Paltz legislator was likely guilty of sexually harassing
women and other misconduct.
The Ulster County Democrats, the New Paltz Democratic Committee, the Village of New Paltz trustees
and the town council of New Paltz have called for Rodriguez's resignation; so far, Rodriguez, who isn’t
running for re-election, has refused to step down. His term ends on December 31.
Legislature Minority Leader Ken Ronk of Shawangunk called for the investigation soon after initial
allegations were made in February of this year. He said in an interview on Wednesday, however, that
many legislators wanted to see a copy of the full report before they made a decision to censure.
"I didn't support moving forward with a spur of the moment censure on the ﬂoor last night. We have
not been provided any documentation," said Ronk. "The only documentation any of us have seen is
what was posted on [a local newspaper’s] website, which I have no way to authenticate because it was
not provided to me as a legislator."
Bartels removed Rodriguez from his two committee assignments on the Laws and Rules and Ways
and Means committees. She noted that Rodriguez's censure would not be determined at the beginning
of the body's October 15 meeting, but some public commenters at Tuesday’s meeting called for more
immediate action.
"I’m here to ask this body how am I supposed to explain to them that this body will not speak up
against sexual harassment," said Melissa Servant, a Wallkill High School math teacher. "Those of us who
are survivors, we have given up our live to deal with the shame that we have had to deal with. Again, I
ask, why is this body not giving me something to hold onto when I go back and I look at my students in
Wallkill and they ask me who’s protecting them, who is telling them that this behavior is not right. I ask
you to please censure Hector Rodriguez."
"We’ve become accustomed to sexual harassment," said Tanya Garment of Kingston. "I’m the mother
of a teen and ... they are appalled when they hear our responses to sexual harassment in the workplace.
Most of us grown-ups have become so accustomed to it, that we don’t realize that we have the opportunity to stop it now. We have a whole generation that [is ready to stop putting up with it]. This is not
acceptable. We need to say it and only then can we really do it."
Nolan said the legislature could come together in a "Committee of the Whole" to make a determination on the censure before its next meeting.
Rodriguez was not present at the October 15 meeting.
-- Christina Coulter

when a decision aﬀecting the Town of New Paltz is
made that Mr. Torres is removing himself from the
discussion points. How does anybody in any other
town know that the decisions that are being made
aren't being inﬂuenced by a town council member from another town? Let’s say that the Town of
Wawarsing is denied funding and New Paltz receives
funding, how would the public know that it's not because Dan Torres works there?"
Legislators who voted against sending the law
back to committee were Ronk, Maloney, Heidi
Haynes of Hurley-Marbletown, Rich Gerentine of
Marlboro, Mary Beth Maio of Highland-Milton and
Kevin Roberts of Plattekill. Legislator Kathy Nolan of
Shandaken, who voted in favor of sending it back to
committee, said she would prefer to "let the voters
determine if they want to elect someone with another position in government" rather than forbid it
with legislation.
"We do not have our laws set up such that a person
who is serving at one level of government is forbidden to serve at another level of government, except
for higher levels of government like state and federal," Nolan said. "There are rules that come in to play
and separate out so that someone who is at a high
level making policies … isn't implementing or acting
on the same policies that they helped create. I think
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the position that Dan Torres holds is not directly a
policymaking position. … [If that happens] he could
step aside and his superiors could [not] assign him
something that would put him in that conﬂict role,”
Nolan said. “In my small town, there sometimes are
not volunteers for some of the positions if we had excluded people who had been in some other position.
There is some case law on that, that in appointed
roles people can have more than one role."

D

EPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE John Milgrim made the following statement on the
behalf of the Ryan administration: "Dan is
immensely talented and has an extensive
record of public service in both county and local
government, rooted in an enduring love for his community. Proposals that focus on political vendettas
rather than good policy undercut the public’s faith
in government."
If the measure returns to the full legislature and is
approved by lawmakers, it would have to be signed
into law by Ryan. If Ryan vetoes the measure, the
legislature could override that veto with a two-thirds
majority. ++
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A prize-winning entry at The Bakery's Night of 100 pumpkins in 2016.

Ghoul’s night out last year on Huguenot Street in New Paltz. Michele Zipp with her progeny
Penelope and Hunter.

Frightfully fun
(Continued from page 1)

Inspired by the legend, the Irish are credited with
creating the tradition of carving scary faces into turnips or potatoes, placing a light inside and setting the
lanterns in windows or near doors to frighten away
wandering evil spirits. Early waves of the Irish who
emigrated to the United States and Canada brought
this tradition with them, discovering in the process
that the pumpkins so plentiful in their new home -unknown to their native country at the time -- were
ideal for making jack-o-lanterns.
There are more prosaic explanations for the origin
of jack-o-lanterns, of course; some say they simply
originated with the term used for night watchmen in
17th century Britain, where a man one didn’t know
was called “Jack” and so an unknown watchman carrying a lantern became known as “Jack with the lantern.” Maybe.
But the ﬁrst use of “jack-o-lantern” in print was by
Nathaniel Hawthorne in his Twice-Told Tales, a short
story collection published in two volumes in 1837
and 1842. The ﬁrst wave of Irish immigrants came to
the U.S. in 1820, so if they brought their tradition of
carving turnips into lanterns with them then and later adapted it to pumpkins, that would be just about

TLK
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right for Hawthorne to be familiar with the concept.
A character in one of his stories, in speaking about
a fabled gem, says, “Hide it under thy cloak, say’st
thou? Why, it will gleam through the holes and make
thee look like a jack-o-lantern!”
Following are a few good ideas for local ghouls and
guys to celebrate the legends of Halloween without
having to wander as far as poor Stingy Jack. And may
all your jack-o-lanterns burn brightly to help you
ﬁnd your way home again.

Thursday, Oct. 24-Saturday, Oct. 26
Haunted Huguenot Street tours in New Paltz
The 2019 Haunted Huguenot Street tours promise
visitors a “macabre exploration of the human condition.” The tours go on all month, with the last scheduled Thursday through Saturday, October 24-26. Nightfall sets the stage for the restless spirits of New Paltz,
who will tell the harrowing stories of how their lives
came to a tragic ending and what happened afterward.
Based on real people and historical events, the interactive
theatrical experience will last approximately one hour.
Tours depart from the DuBois Fort Visitor Center
at 81 Huguenot St. at 5 p.m., 6 p.m., 7 p.m., 8 p.m.
and 9 p.m. Plan to arrive 15 minutes early and enjoy
a campﬁre on the lawn between the Jean Hasbrouck
House and the Dubois Fort Visitor Center. Pre-registration is strongly recommended, as tours often sell
out. Haunted Huguenot Street interpretations and
themes change every year. This year’s tour is rated
PG-13; children under the age of 13 must be accompanied by an adult. Even for children 13 and older,
the content may not be suitable for more sensitive
visitors; the subject matter includes disease, murder, ﬁlicide and suicide. Wear comfortable walking
shoes and dress warmly. Tickets cost $25 or $22.50
for seniors or military personnel and their families,
available at https://www.huguenotstreet.org/.

Saturday, Oct. 26
Bat-O-Ween in New Paltz
The Town of New Paltz Recycling Center will host
a new Halloween-themed event this year. “Bat-OWeen” on Saturday, October 26 from 10 a.m. to 3
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845-417-6461
845-706-7197

Pilates of
New Paltz

Sugar Cookie Decorating Dance Party
for preschoolers in Gardiner
The Gardiner Library at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike
will host a Halloween-themed Sugar Cookie Decorating Dance Party on Saturday, October 26 from 11:30
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Do the Monster Mash! Kids ages 2-5
are invited to come to the library in costume to decorate an assortment of Halloween sugar cookies, play
games and show oﬀ their dance skills to hip, spooky
tunes. Accommodations for those with dairy or wheat
allergies may be made with advance notice. For more
information, visit www.gardinerlibrary.org or the library’s Facebook page. No registration required.

UlsterCorps Zombie Escape in Rosendale
Runners of all ages are invited to participate in UlsterCorps’ tenth annual Zombie Escape 5K on Saturday, October 26 at Williams Lake in Rosendale. Participants are given two ﬂags each; the goal is to avoid
ﬂag-grabbing zombies on the run and get through
the woods with at least one ﬂag and all your brains
intact. Enjoy the spectacular fall foliage and beautiful trails at Williams Lake in Rosendale while dodging zombies and other spooky surprises hiding in the
woods, tunnels and caves. Top ﬁnishers earn awards
in gender and age-group categories. Participants are
encouraged to wear costumes. Runners may also opt
to avoid being attacked by zombies and compete in
the timed race without wearing the ﬂags. Registration begins at 10 a.m. with the Zombie Escape at 11:30
a.m. The awards ceremony will be held at 12:30 p.m.
The cost is $20 if pre-registered by noon on Friday,
October 25 or $25 on the day of the event. All pro-
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p.m. is done in conjunction with Bat Conservation
International’s Bat Week, held every October to celebrate bats and educate people about them. The event
in New Paltz will be one of many happening internationally. In Ulster County alone, more than three
million of the Little Brown Bat population was lost
to Powder Nose Syndrome, ﬁrst discovered in this
region just a few years ago. The family-friendly event
for all ages will oﬀer educational booths, bat-themed
crafts, and vendors. Artist and writer Barbara Bash,
author of Shadows of Night: The Hidden World of the
Little Brown Bat, will teach children techniques to
draw bats while discussing their importance in our
environment. Costumes are encouraged.
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Beetlejuice and a small superhero at the Halloween Parade in New Paltz in 2018.

ceeds beneﬁt UlsterCorps, a nonproﬁt that serves as
a hub for volunteerism in Ulster County, connecting
those who wish to volunteer with opportunities that
are right for them. The UlsterCorps Zombie Escape
is the organization’s primary annual fundraiser. Williams Lake is located at 434 Williams Lake Road oﬀ
Binnewater Road in Rosendale. The rain date for
the event is Sunday, October 27. For more information, visit www.ulstercorps.org. Pre-registration and
more information are available at https://www.zippyreg.com/online_reg/index.php?e=1272.

Kids’ 1K Fun Run and 1K Fitness Walk
in Rosendale (part of the Zombie Escape)
The UlsterCorps Zombie Escape event at Williams
Lake in Rosendale on Saturday, October 26 includes
a free 1K Kids’ Fun Run at 11 a.m. and a 1K Fitness
Walk/Hike at 11:45 a.m. All kids participating in the
1K Fun Run will receive a prize. Williams Lake is located at 434 Williams Lake Road oﬀ Binnewater Road
in Rosendale. The rain date for the event is Sunday,
October 27. For more information, visit www.ulstercorps.org. Pre-registration is available at https://
www.zippyreg.com/online_reg/index.php?e=1272.

Halloween in the Hamlet in Highland
The Town of Lloyd celebrates Halloween with
a family-friendly event in the hamlet of Highland,
blocked oﬀ to vehicular traﬃc for the evening. This
year’s eighth annual Halloween in the Hamlet is
scheduled for Saturday, October 26 from 6-9 p.m.
Last year’s event was cancelled due to weather conditions; check the event Facebook page before leaving
home. But if all goes as planned, things kick oﬀ at 6
p.m. at the Methodist Church as the 20th Century Limited Drum and Bugle Corp lead the Lil’ Goblins parade
of costumed kids and their parents through the streets.
Prizes are awarded in a number of categories. After
the parade, kids line up at From Stage to Screen acting studio for Dr. Frankenstein’s Interactive Lab to test
their bravery. Warm up with friends and neighbors enjoying monster marshmallows at ﬁre pits on the street
manned by members of the Highland Fire Company.
Local farms donate apple cider and donuts for the
event and festive music is piped through the streets.

Sunday, Oct. 27
Community trick-or-treat
at SUNY New Paltz dorms
SUNY New Paltz’s annual Community Trick-orTreat will take place on Sunday, October 27 from 3-5
p.m. The college opens every residence hall to area
families with children ages 12 and under to do activities in the common areas that will include games,
haunted houses, crafts and contests. The students
also give guided tours of the dorm for trick-or-treating. The event is free and open to the public. For
more information, visit www.newpaltz.edu.

Wednesday, Oct. 30 and Thursday,
Oct. 31
New Paltz Youth Program’s haunted house
The New Paltz Youth Program is planning their
26th annual haunted house at the youth center at

Juliah, Adam and Michelle Pregno of Highland at the town's annual Halloween in the
Hamlet event in 2016.

220 Main St. on Wednesday and Thursday, October
30-31 from 6-9 p.m. The theme this year will be “Area
845,” with visitors entering an eerie haunted military base housing aliens. Admission costs $5, with all
proceeds supporting youth program activities.

Thursday, Oct. 31
New Paltz Halloween Parade on Main Street
New Paltz’s annual Halloween parade will kick
oﬀ on Thursday, October 31 at 6 p.m. The event has
been co-sponsored for half a century by the Lions
Club, but they are handing over the reins this year
to the New Paltz Rotary Club, who will sponsor the
parade from this year forward along with the town
and village. The event is also staged with the help
of numerous volunteers including the New Paltz
Police Department and the New Paltz Fire Department. Costumed marchers are invited to assemble at
the middle school parking lot on the corner of Main
Street and Manheim Boulevard. Parking is available
on nearby streets (early arrival is recommended)
and the sections of the street involved are closed
oﬀ to traﬃc for the duration of the parade. Led by a
marching band playing The Addams Family theme,
participants head down Main Street to Plattekill Avenue. Taking a left turn, marchers end up at the ﬁrehouse, where members of the Rotary Club will await
with apples and full-size Hershey chocolate bars for
kids under age 13.

Night of 100 Pumpkins
at The Bakery in New Paltz
After the parade breaks up, head for The Bakery
at 13 N. Front Street. to view the annual Night of 100
Pumpkins display of imaginative jack-o’-lanterns created by area residents of all ages. A tradition in the
village since 1990, Night of 100 Pumpkins begins at
6 p.m. A panel of artists will select winners in categories that include “Classic Jacks,” prettiest, most
petrifying and most peculiar. Prizes are donated by
local merchants, and attendees at the event all receive free pumpkin bread, hot cider and cocoa to
enjoy with the accompaniment of live music. Enter a
pumpkin in the competition by ﬁlling out the entry
form found at www.ilovethebakery.com and bring
along with the pumpkin to The Bakery on Wednesday, October 30. All entrants receive a free jack-o’lantern cookie for their eﬀorts and the experience
of seeing their creation lit and displayed with more
than 100 others on Halloween night. For more in-

formation, call (845) 255-8840 or visit http://www.
ilovethebakery.com/halloween/.

Trick-or-treat on Huguenot Street
in New Paltz
Children and families are invited to trick-or-treat
at the historic houses on Huguenot Street on Thursday, October 31 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. A portion of
the street will be closed to traﬃc and the event is
free and open to the public. Attendees can expect to
meet costumed “residents” representing the street’s
centuries-long history. Doors might be opened by
Colonial era residents and Revolutionary War soldiers or Victorian-era socialites and Roaring ‘20s
ﬂappers. Refreshments will be available at the DuBois Fort Visitor Center at 81 Huguenot Street. There
will be a campﬁre, and the entire street will be decorated for an immersive Halloween experience. For more
information, visit https://www.huguenotstreet.org/. ++

October 29, 2019
Travel & Tour Event at
The Inn at Kettleboro
Please join us for a
ŽůůĞƩĞWƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͊
4 GROUPS FOR 2020
/ƌĞůĂŶĚĨŽƌ^ƚ͘WĂƚƌŝĐŬ͛ƐĂǇ
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————
^ǁŝƚǌĞƌůĂŶĚΘ'ĞƌŵĂŶǇ
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————
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————
/ƚĂůǇͲEŽǀĞŵďĞƌ͕from $1,999*
*Land Only (person/double)
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◆ General
◆ Renovations
Contracting
◆ New
Construction
◆ Custom Homes
◆ Additions/ Remodels
Dave Hahne
Rob Foley
845.399.3143
845.853.2265
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Election 2019
Profiles of the Justice, Highway Superintendent and Town Clerk candidates in New Paltz, Gardiner, Lloyd and Rosendale; plus Comptroller and DA candidates

James Bacon.

Kevin Kelly.

You be the judge
Kelly challenges Bacon for New Paltz town justice bench
by Erin Quinn

K

NOWN FOR BEING a political hotbed, New
Paltz is oddly quiet during this election
cycle with the exception of the County
Legislature race and a dark horse opponent, Kevin Kelly, a rare book dealer who has
decided to run against veteran town justice James
Bacon. The New Paltz Times asked each candidate a
series of questions to get to understand their experience, qualiﬁcations and approach to the position for
which they’re vying.

sage therapy business in a building we own in the
village. And we have a large family that collectively
has been active in many ﬁelds: sports (I am a 15-time
SOS survivor), music, dance and service to the community. I care deeply about New Paltz and believe
public service is a responsibility we all share.”
While serving as a local town justice certainly
comes with its set of unique challenges, Bacon said
that for him, the most rewarding part of the position
is “giving people a second chance, and especially
seeing people succeed in bringing themselves out
of depression and addiction to make better lives for
themselves and their families.”

James Bacon
James Bacon, the incumbent Democrat, has
served and been reelected to the position of town
justice for the past 12 years, beginning in 2007.
Asked what the most challenging part of the job of
town justice is today, he replied, “Keeping up with
changes in the law -- for example, the recent statewide signiﬁcant changes to the landlord/tenant laws
(the Village of New Paltz also amended its code to
include speciﬁc requirements regarding a landlord
withholding security deposits).” He also noted that
signiﬁcant changes are coming down the pike statewide, “especially the Criminal Justice Reform Act,
which goes into eﬀect on January 1, 2020. This new
law has dramatic changes to setting bail.” The biggest issue facing the courts in New Paltz today, in
Bacon’s opinion, is similar to “all courts: The challenge is to keep abreast of the changes in the law,
such as the changes regarding housing and criminal
matters.”
In response to a question asking why he believes
he is the best candidate for the job, Bacon pointed to
his 27-year experience as an attorney in the State of
New York, and as such having “argued cases in local
courts, County Supreme Courts, Appellate Courts
and the highest-level court in New York, the Court
of Appeals -- most of them dealing with citizen and
environmental rights, as well as access to public records under the Freedom of Information Law.”
Beyond his application of the law and balancing
the scales of justice, Bacon said that he also has a
deep commitment to the community, having served
for the past 26 years on the Elting Memorial Library
Board, as well as serving on the board of the Wallkill
Valley Land Trust, the Conservation Advisory Commission and the town Planning Board for ﬁve years.
“My wife Elise manages her Pilates studio and mas-

Kevin Kelly
Kelly, who is not an attorney, said that he decided
to run because he has “always been interested in
public service and engaged by current events at every level (world, national, local).”
He said that he believes New Paltz has a “special
character” that he loves, and since moving here he
has followed issues relating to the schools and the
town. “The town justice position is rarely contested,” he said. “This is not unique to New Paltz. What I
do think is unique to our town is the engagement the
residents have with their community. We deserve a
real election and a real debate for each choice on the
ballot. With the impression that no one else would
be providing that in this cycle, and taking into account my considerable fascination with the nature of
how the law aﬀects the people, I stepped up.”
He cited his “broad life experience” as having provided him with some of the skills and temperament
that he believes would make him a qualiﬁed candidate and good choice for the position. “I’ve never
forgotten where I came from or the various things
I’ve had stacked against me,” he said. “Starting out
quite poor, I worked my way through college in New
York City. What started as a part-time job in a bookstore evolved into being a director of a world-class
rare book dealership. This put me in the company
of people I’ve learned a tremendous amount from:
great legal minds, senators, professors and curators
of the world’s most important founts of knowledge
and learning.”
If elected, Kelly said that his ﬁrst order of business
would be having the [clerk’s] room painted. “That
room is awful,” he said. I’ll paint it myself if I have
to, even if I don’t win this thing. But more seriously,
I want to make the court as transparent and acces-

sible to all participants as possible within the law,
and I don’t think enough is done in that regard. The
principle of the presumption of innocence should
be more clear in the room. The role of the court, as
the ﬁrst and often the only place an average citizen
might encounter the application of law, should be
recognizable in its practice to people who’ve taken a
civics class and believe that everyone deserves a fair,
impartial and timely resolution of their case. Timeliness vies for top priority as well: The turnaround
time for a contested misdemeanor case would seem
to be about eight months” -- a timeframe that he
ﬁnds to be too long and to be disruptive to people’s
lives and jobs and families.
Kelly also believes that “access to legal advice is
another big issue in Ulster County -- an embarrassment, really; and, to the extent I can change that,
I would like to.” He feels that “absolute impartiality” is the single most important aspect of being a
town justice. Whether elected or not, he said that
the change he would hope to eﬀect would be to have
someone inspired by his eﬀort to run. “I would like
the electorate to feel they have a choice, which can
be informed by what the position is and how it could
aﬀect themselves or their neighbors, so they can
choose the person who occupies the position, rather
than letting a committee decide for them.” ++

Rosanna Mazzaccari
Rosenkranse unopposed
for reelection as New
Paltz Town Clerk

T

HE POSITION OF town clerk is one where
many diﬀerent hats are worn and skillsets
required. Running unopposed for another
fouryear term as New
Paltz Town Clerk
is Democratic incumbent Rosanna
Mazzaccari
Rosenkranse.
She said that she
decided to run
for another term
because the job
has been “such
a big part of my
life for so long, I
couldn’t imagine
LAUREN THOMAS
not coming in evRosanna Mazzaccari Rosenkranse.
ery day to serve
the members of my community.”
Rosenkranse said that one thing she anticipates
having to get a handle on is the various mandates
passed down by the state and local governments,
including electronic ﬁling of speciﬁc records. While
she feels very comfortable and capable in the position, there’s always the challenge of adjusting to new
rules, laws and regulations that get handed down by
the state, county or local administration.
Having grown up in New Paltz, Rosenkranse said
that the most rewarding part of her job is “being
able to serve my community and to help people get
the information they are looking for.” Her top priority when beginning her next term will be to “make
sure that we continue to provide the level of service
that our community deserves,” as well as continually “trying to ﬁnd new ways to make things more
convenient for residents.”
Asked by the New Paltz Times one thing that the town
clerk is responsible for that people might not know
about, she said, “I believe most people are surprised
to ﬁnd out that we sell hunting and ﬁshing licenses.”
-- Erin Quinn

To learn more about the candidates in New Paltz running for election on November 5, visit www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
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GARDINER | ELECTION
BALLOT | PROPOSITION

Here comes
the judge
Blatchly unopposed in
reelection bid for Gardiner
Town Court

Bruce Blatchly is running unopposed for Town
Justice.

Gardiner ballot will include referendum on 20%
library budget increase

O

N ELECTION DAY 2019, in addition to the names of candidates seeking reelection, Town of Gardiner voters will be faced with a ballot question: a referendum on whether or not the Gardiner
Library should receive its ﬁrst budget increase since the library opened eleven years ago. Proposition 414 reads, “Shall the annual contribution of the Town of Gardiner for the operating budget of
the Gardiner Library be increased by Forty-Five Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Six ($45,846.00) Dollars, to the sum of Two Hundred Seventy-Five Thousand and Seventy-Six ($275,076.00) Dollars annually?”
The Gardiner Town Board voted unanimously at its July 9 meeting to request that the Ulster County Board
of Elections place the question upon the ballot of the Town of Gardiner for a vote at the next general election on November 5. The action came in response to a petition signed by more than ten percent of Gardiner
voters in support of the Gardiner Library Board’s request for a 20 percent budget increase.
The Library Board has argued that the increase is needed partly due to inﬂation -- which means that the
budget set at $229,230 in 2009 dollars is only worth $194,364 today -- and partly because the library needs
to create a reserve fund to “handle emergencies and major repairs.” Growing demand is also a factor: Program attendance at Gardiner Library events has increased by 55 percent since 2011, and library visits have
increased by 20 percent since 2016.
The cost to taxpayers of the $45,846 annual boost will be $6 per $100,000 of assessed home value: less
than the price of a single hardcover book for the average Gardiner homeowner.
-- Frances Marion Platt

pending reforms in New York State law regarding
bail and pretrial detention procedures for low-level
misdemeanors and nonviolent oﬀenders will require local justices to make some adaptations. “Our
most immediate priority in court right now is preparing for implementation of the new legislation
virtually eliminating cash bail and radically changing the speedy trial and disclosure rules in criminal
cases and the procedural rules for landlord/tenant
disputes. On a longer-term basis, our court will have

to react to these new rules and procedures to continue to run the court in a fair, impartial and eﬃcient
manner. There will be a period of adjustment to the
changes, and work will have to be done to address
some of the inconsistencies and gaps in the new legislation.” ++
To learn more about the candidates in Gardiner running for election on November 5, visit www.hudsonvalleyone.com.

by Frances Marion Platt

I

N THE TOWN of Gardiner, longtime incumbent Bruce Blatchly is running unopposed on
the Democratic party line for reelection to the
post of town justice. A partner in the New Paltzbased law ﬁrm of Blatchly & Simonson, PC, he has
been an attorney since 1977, and one of Gardiner’s
two town judges since 1995. Asked why he wants
to continue in this post, Blatchly told the New Paltz
Times, “I enjoy my work as a town judge, and believe
that I do a good job in the position. I ﬁnd it rewarding, and a pleasant change of pace from my role as
an advocate in my law practice.”
For the coming term, according to Blatchly, im-

Dance Classes for Children & Adults
Ballet & Pointe • Lyrical • Contemporary
Tap • Adult Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop • Acro Dance
Enroll today for our fall classes!

Try a class for free for the month of October!
— Call Today for Details —
28 Osprey Lane, Gardiner
845.633.8264 • taketheleapdance.com

ULSTER
PUBLISHING

Community driven,
independently owned since 1972

ALMANAC WEEKLY
KINGSTON TIMES
NEW PALTZ TIMES
SAUGERTIES TIMES
WOODSTOCK TIMES
HUDSONVALLEYONE.COM

845.334.8200

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES
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have had before.”

ROSENDALE | ELECTION

Town Justice Carl Hornbeck did not respond to
queries by the New Paltz Times deadline. ++

Board shoo-ins
Rosendale candidates Robert Gallagher for Superintendent of
Highways and Carl Hornbeck for Town Justice run unopposed

LAUREN THOMAS

LAUREN THOMAS

Bob Gallagher is running unopposed for
Superintendent of Highways.

Carl Hornbeck is running unopposed for Town Justice.

by Frances Marion Platt

Gallagher said that his highest priorities to see
addressed by the Highway Department early in
the coming term are “to continue the rebuilding of
roads to then be a continued maintenance, instead
of major rebuilding of the roads.” He sees impending cuts in state aid to towns and villages as major
challenges that lie ahead for the maintenance of the
town’s road system over the longer term: “The biggest problems that lie ahead are ﬁnancial assistance
for the continued rebuilding of the roads. Without
the additional monies we have received the past ﬁve
years, my budgeted monies for road repair will be
substantially less without the ﬁnancial assistance we

I

N THE TOWN of Rosendale, longtime incumbent
highway superintendent Bob Gallagher is running unopposed for reelection, endorsed by the
Democratic, Republican, Conservative and Independence Parties. He has served in that post since December 2013; prior to that, Gallagher served two terms
as town supervisor and one-and-a-half terms on the
Town Board. “I want to continue to serve to maintain
our roads, drainage, equipment and grounds in a manner that the residents can be proud of,” he told the New
Paltz Times of his decision to run again.

LOVE IT AGAIN ANTIQUES
Opening November 1st
on Main Street in Rosendale

Limited vendor spaces still available
Contact Sylvia Diaz at 845-489-5822,
sylvia@artjuxtapose.com for more information.
Feel free to visit www.artjuxtapose.com for more details.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!
New Paltz Central School District
2019-2020 Arts Calendar

Date
Oct 24-26
Nov 22-23
Nov 25
Dec 9
Dec 12
Jan 6
Jan 6
Jan 9
February all month

Event
High School Fall Drama
High School Area All-State
High School Talent Show
7th & 8th Grade Winter Concert
High School Winter Concert
5th Grade Winter Concert
4th Grade Winter Concert
6th Grade Winter Concert
District-Wide Art Exhibition
Calendar sponsored by

Time/Location
7:30pm, HS Auditorium
Suffern High School
7pm, HS Auditorium
7pm, HS Auditorium
7:30pm, HS Auditorium
6pm, HS Auditorium
7pm, HS Auditorium
7pm HS Auditorium
Ulster BOCES

Rosendale ballot will include
question on increasing supervisor,
highway terms
This coming Election Day, in addition to the names
of candidates seeking reelection, Town of Rosendale
voters will be faced with a ballot question: a referendum on whether or not the terms of oﬃce for the
town supervisor and superintendent of highways
should be increased from two years to four. If approved, the change would take eﬀect January 1, 2020
– the next terms for the incumbents in both posts,
who are running unopposed.
“I believe anyone running for supervisor can do
a better job by having a four-year term, to ensure
enough time to complete projects and other work
they have committed to. The building of the new
pool, the James Street project, the shared Town Hall
are all examples of projects that took more than two
years to complete. Taxpayer money can be wasted
if projects are started and the next person in oﬃce
chooses to not go forward with that investment. If
grant money is awarded, it will take several years to
process those funds to needed projects,” says town
supervisor Jeanne Walsh in defense of the ballot
proposition. “I also think a two-year term is limiting,
in that a newly elected supervisor will spread time
learning the job in the ﬁrst year and spend the second year focused on the next campaign. I am thankful to the Rosendale residents for supporting me as I
enter my ﬁfth term, and plan to use the extra time to
get more done for our town.”
“The term of four years is already in place for
most of the 20 towns in Ulster County,” points out
highway superintendent Bob Gallagher. “When I
took over, I spent the ﬁrst six months prioritizing the
roads to be repaired, and also drainage issues that
needed to be taken care of. There was also equipment that needed to be upgraded and equipment to
be purchased to make our work more eﬃcient. With
plans in place for capital road work and equipment
in place, you are now into your second year of your
two-year term. Then you have to start campaigning
again for the position. Since this is the third term I
am running for the position of highway superintendent with cross-endorsements, it makes it easier to
concentrate on getting the work done without worrying about having to campaign for the position every two years.”
Will Rosendale voters show their faith in their
current elected oﬃcials’ performance by extending
their terms of oﬃce, or use the ballot box to express
their frustration with politicians in general, manifested in a desire for more term limits? We’ll ﬁnd out
on Tuesday, November 5.
-- Frances Marion Platt
To learn more about the candidates in Rosendale running for election on November 5, visit www.hudsonvalleyone.com.

Help keep local
journalism strong
The business of media is changing,
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked
journalism is needed now more than ever.
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LLOYD | ELECTION

Lloyd candidates Wendy Rosinski for Town Clerk, Gene Rizzo for Town Justice
and Rich Klotz for Highway Superintendent run unopposed

LAUREN THOMAS

by Erin Quinn

T

HE TOWN OF Lloyd’s political temperature
is on the rise with hotly contested races for
town supervisor and for two seats on the
Town Board. That said, several other positions remain uncontested, including the town clerk,
highway superintendent and one of two town justice
seats.

Eugene Rizzo
A longtime member of the town bench, Eugene
Rizzo has been serving as a local magistrate for
the past 34 years. Asked what he believes to be the
greatest challenge of the job today, he said, “The increased volume in caseload.”
Like his fellow town justice to the west, James Bacon of New Paltz, Judge Rizzo agreed that the biggest issue facing the local courts in upstate New
York is “the new bail reform laws.” He said that he
continues to seek reelection for the position of town
justice because he has “been doing this position for
34 years, and I continue to enjoy and be fulﬁlled by
this position.” When asked what the most rewarding
part of his job was, he responded simply, “Helping
people.”

Wendy Rosinski
Wendy Rosinski is running unopposed for the position of Lloyd town clerk this November. “I have
always been involved in the town and my community, and when Rosalie said she wanted to retire and
asked if I would step in, I was honored,” she said
when asked why she decided to run for the four-year
term, referring to longtime Lloyd town clerk Rosaria
Peplow, who served several terms in that post.
Regarding what experience and/or skills she believes she brings to the position, Rosinski said, “I
was the conﬁdential secretary to the town supervisor from 2008 to 2011, where I obtained an immense
amount of knowledge about town government: the
everyday operations and what it takes for the town
to run.” Rosinski also served as the Town of Lloyd
Events Committee chair during the four years she
was secretary to the supervisor, as well as serving on
the town’s Recreation Commission and on the board
of the Hudson Valley Rail Trail Association for several years.
“For two years I served as deputy town clerk to
Rosaria Peplow, whose knowledge and experience
cannot be replicated. She taught me so much; although you cannot sum up 34 years of experience
into two years, I feel she prepared me well for my
position as town clerk -- a position which should not
be taken lightly.”
The largest challenges Rosinski sees facing town

LAUREN THOMAS

Wendy Rosinski is running unopposed for Town Clerk.

Eugene Rizzo is running unopposed for Town Justice.

Richard Klotz is running unopposed for
Superintendent of Highways.

clerks are “Records management: knowing what to
keep, what can be electronic.” Storage of records is
also something she cited as a perennial challenge,
as well as working through new laws and legislation
that are passed down from the county or state. “I
am fortunate to belong to the Ulster County Town
Clerks and Tax Collectors’ Association. We meet
each month to discuss new laws and legislation, and
have guest speakers who help us work through any
issues we may be facing.”
If elected, Rosinski said that her top priority would
be to provide “the most eﬃcient and courteous service to our residents, as well as the other agencies
we interact with. We are streamlining some of our
duties, accepting credit cards for town clerk transactions, which hopefully will expand into the other
area we collect monies for.”
Several candidates interviewed by the New Paltz
Times for various positions on the Lloyd Town Board
referenced poor morale in Town Hall as being an issue. When asked about this, Rosinski said, “All the
employees get along very well; we are all there for
each other. All the departments interact with each
other on some level every day, and everyone is more
than willing to help each other.”
Asked what she believes will be the most enjoyable thing about serving as town clerk, Rosinski
said, “Working with the public; knowing I am helping. People come in with three diﬀerent transactions
they need to do in Town Hall and we help them get
through them as eﬃciently and pleasantly as possible. When they breathe a sigh of relief that they can
check those things oﬀ their To-Do list and leave with
a smile, that makes my day.”

Brott Senior Center, 1 Town Hall Drive in the Ulster
hamlet of Lake Katrine; the SUNY Ulster Kingston
campus at 94 Mary’s Avenue; the Accord ﬁrehouse
in Rochester; and the Ellenville Public Library in Ellenville.
Ballots will be printed on the spot on demand, so
that you can cast, for instance, a Saugerties ballot or a
Woodstock ballot at any of the polling sites.
Early voting at the seven sites will be at diﬀerent
times on the nine days it will be available. On October 26 it will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. On
October 27 hours will be from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. On
Monday, October 28 polling will be from noon to 8
p.m.; on October 29 it will run from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
on October 30 polls will be open from noon to 8
p.m. On Thursday, October 31 the times will be from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; on November 1 hours will be 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. On November 2 polls will be open from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., and on Sunday, November 3 they’ll be
open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
When you get to the early-voting center, you will
check in to vote, receive your ballot and vote as in
any other election. There will be instructions available at the early voting centers to familiarize you
with the ballot. You may ask for an election inspector to explain how to vote, or if you need any assistance. Remember that if you vote during the early
voting period, you are not eligible to vote on Election Day, November 5, 2019. ++

Always ahead of the pack
Colleen Fox
President

Richard Klotz
Highway Superintendent, Richard Klotz did not
respond to queries by the New Paltz Times deadline.
To learn more about the candidates in Lloyd running
for election on November 5, visit www.hudsonvalleyone.com.

FOX

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528

Auto • Home
Motorcycle
Boat • Business

INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.
845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

Early voting in Ulster County
The 2019 elections are on November 5. For the
ﬁrst time ever, voting will be starting early this year
at a number of sites around Ulster County. From Saturday, October 26 until Monday, November 4, seven
early voting sites around the county will be open
each day, including weekends: Redeemer Lutheran
Church at 90 Route 32 South in New Paltz (close to
the SUNY campus); the Highland American Legion
Hall, 84 Grand Street; Woodstock’s Mescal Hornbeck
Community Center at 56 Rock City Road; Russell

KITCHENS
SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz
845.255.2022
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The next comptroller
March Gallagher and Lisa Cutten present cases to be Ulster’s ﬁscal watchdog
by Christina Coulter

I

N THE WAKE of the departure of Elliott Auerbach, the only comptroller Ulster’s ever known,
two women well-known to local public life,
Lisa Cutten of Kingston and March Gallagher of
Rosendale, are running for the job.
Whoever wins the Nov. 5 vote will ﬁll the remaining two years of Auerbach’s term. Auerbach left ofﬁce in May to take a position in the oﬃce of state
Comptroller Tom DiNapoli.
Gallagher will appear on the Democratic and
Working Families party lines; Cutten on the Republican, Conservative and Independence party lines.
Both registered Democrats, Gallagher got their party’s nod at a convention in June, beating Cutten handily in a weighted tally of local Democratic committee
members. Shortly afterwards, Cutten announced her
intention to run on the Republican line, although she
had said she had intended to drop out of the race if she
did not get the Democratic nomination.
On July 2, Cutten was ﬁred from her position as director of the county’s Oﬃce of Accountability, Compliance and Eﬃciency, a job she had held since 2014:
"[County Executive Pat Ryan] wanted to move away
from accountability, compliance and eﬃciency,"
joked Cutten.
"The county executive has a role and the comptroller has a role," said Cutten when she was asked
whether she could work harmoniously with the
county exec despite the fact Ryan ﬁred her. "They’re
independent, and I would fully expect if elected the
executive and I would have a relationship based on
mutual respect, both personally and professionally.
We would act in a way that would be in the best interest of the residents of Ulster County. It is my belief
100 percent, or 125 percent, that the county comptroller does not belong in politics. It’s about watching the money, that’s it. It’s rooted in fact. That’s it."
"I think I can restore the relationship between the
Comptroller’s Oﬃce and the executive and the legislature. That’s what this campaign should be about,”
said Gallagher when asked what the ideal relationship between the comptroller and the executive
should be. Auerbach and former county executive
Mike Hein, who also departed oﬃce for a job in state
government, clashed often during their tenures.
Cutten, 60, started overseeing budgets when
she was 26, serving as the comptroller for the City
of Kingston between 1986 and 1998 after earning a
bachelor’s in accounting from Pace University. She
went on to achieve certiﬁed public accountant status before serving as comptroller for the Town of
Poughkeepsie and then the Town of Fishkill. After a
stint working as a CPA in Kingston, Cutten worked as
the county auditor before Auerbach was elected in
2008. Working in this capacity, she uncovered a major instance of fraud carried out by not-for-proﬁt organization Lower Esopus River Watch that she cites
as an example of her ability to "follow the money."
"An invoice went across my desk for $50,000 and I
didn’t understand what I was being asked to pay for,"
said Cutten, a Kingston resident. "I started asking questions of the appropriate people and was ignored and
eventually ridiculed before county committees. But I
knew it was important to keep asking the questions. I
produced a 33-page report plus attachments and that,
along with presentations from the county attorney, the
DA and an forensic auditor at the time were made to
the legislature and they voted to sent it to [the state] attorney general to investigate. They did investigate and
prosecute … the State Supreme Court decision in that
case says that between 2002 an 2006 the … organization took $1.7 million dollars, and [it] had been successful in stealing hundreds of thousands in that time
period. If I hadn’t refused to approve that $50,000 payment, they wouldn’t [have been caught]."

I

N 2011, CUTTEN was hired as a senior auditor
under then-comptroller Auerbach, where, she
said, her department disconnected 300 unused
phone lines. She was promoted to deputy bud-

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Lisa Cutten.
March Gallagher.

get director, where she worked to implement and
train county employees in a new digitized countywide ﬁnancial management system.
After attending County Executive Pat Ryan's budget presentation earlier this month, Cutten said she
already has ideas to streamline the county's budget.
"The previous county executive had worked hard
to rightsize the number of government positions and
had to reduce the county’s staﬃng," she said. "In this
year, we’re taking a pretty serious move in the other
direction. We need to keep an eye on it. I know that
some of those positions are grant-funded, but sometimes with grant funding, it doesn’t materialize. Like
the Public Defender’s Oﬃce. That eventually aﬀects
your fund balance. It’s something that I want to take
a look at."
Cutten also noted that of the $13 million increase
in the proposed 2020 budget, the smallest increase
went towards health and mental health expenditures.
Cutten said she favors a more transparent, accessible presentation of the county budget, which for
2020 comes in at $342.28 million.
"I would advocate for something that is more userfriendly," she said. "Because I have experience and
know the ﬁnancial system, if the exec or the commissioner of ﬁnance didn’t want to summarize it in a
certain way or present comparatives, I’m in the position to oﬀer that to the people in the oﬃcial presentation from the executive."
Gallagher also advocated for a better online presentation of the budget online and said she wanted
to save money by maximizing eﬃciency.
"Are we providing government in the best way that
we can? That’s a role that the Comptroller’s Oﬃce
hasn’t had a lot of traction in the past years," she
said. "Two of the CSEA employees from [the Department of Social Services] said to me, ‘You wouldn’t
believe the number of times that we have to PDF the
same documents.’ The far bigger savings for taxpayers is in eﬃciencies."
Gallagher, who has attained endorsements from
Auerbach, the CSEA and DiNapoli, worked as committee clerk for then-assemblyman Maurice Hinchey
in 1989 and then worked as a budget analyst for the
Assembly's Ways and Means Committee. She got
master’s degrees in public policy and environmental
science before earning a law degree at Boston University and practicing environmental law. In 2001,
she returned to the Hudson Valley and became
chairwoman of the Ulster County Industrial Development Agency in 2006. She eventually headed up
the county’s Oﬃce of Economic Development. Gallagher said that while IDA chair, she enacted reforms
and implemented a "clawback" policy that allowed
the agency to rescind tax beneﬁts if businesses did
not follow up on their end of the deal. She participated in the drafting of "Ulster Tomorrow," a plan

for the county’s economic future that was ultimately
incorporated into the county comprehensive plan.
"I don’t think it’s about whether or not you have
the credentials of being a CPA," said Gallagher. "It’s
about leadership. I’ve managed ﬁnancial staﬀ and
that’s what this job is about. You need vision and the
ability to communicate with people, and that’s what
I bring."

I

N MORE RECENT years, Gallagher, a 51-year-old
Rosendale resident, has overseen large budgets
for not-for-proﬁts, ﬁrst with Hudson Valley Patterns for Progress and, until resigning to run
her campaign, as the CEO of Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley. The nonproﬁt administers millions in charitable contributions and grants
on behalf of local community organizations.
Gallagher said her interest in local government began with an interaction with a concrete contractor
when she ran a private law practice in Saugerties.
The contractor emotionally, she said, rolled out
plans for the Ulster County Jail that he said would
need "hundreds of change orders" on the project.
As it turned out, the new jail was massively late and
over-budget. The incident, she said, made her realize that the Ulster County government was in sore
need of reform.
According to Cutten, Gallagher's ties to area nonproﬁts could pose a conﬂict of interest.
"Those relationships where she’s given money over
the past years will create an independence issue in
appearance or in fact," Cutten said. "If you were sitting on a board, if you have a potential conﬂict, you
can recuse yourself from a vote. As the comptroller,
the decisions about what you audit or don’t audit
isn’t something that you announce publicly ... I think
that’s a serious issue.”
Gallagher sees no conﬂict of interest between her
nonproﬁt work and serving as comptroller: "I never
made the funding decisions, I merely administered
the funds," she said. "They’re the ones that made the
ﬁnal grant decisions."
Gallagher turned the accusation around, saying
Cutten is the candidate with the conﬂict of interest.
"If you look at government accounting standards…
there is a direct bar there. [She] set up [the new accounting] systems. I don’t have a conﬂict of interest,
she has pointed to nothing in government accounting programs. She set up the new system, she set up
the ﬁnancial controls, she has the conﬂict. How is
she going to audit her own work? If you build a building, do you want the builder to do the inspection?”
“I had more of an oversight role with respect to
those grants,” Gallagher continued. “I don’t see any
conﬂict whatsoever ... I have ethical responsibilities
too and I take ethical training too. I think it’s a moot
issue — let the voters decide." ++
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Two paths
Race between Republican
Kavanagh, Democrat Clegg
sets experience against new
approach
by Jesse J. Smith

D

EMOCRAT DAVE CLEGG and Republican
Mike Kavanagh, seeking the post of Ulster
County district attorney at Nov. 5’s election, oﬀer voters competing visions of the
role of the county’s chief law enforcement oﬃcer.
Kavanagh, 48 and a Saugerties resident, is a career
prosecutor and son of a former Ulster County DA
and State Supreme Court judge. He currently serves
as senior assistant district attorney, second in command to DA Holley Carnright, who will step down in
December after 12 years at the post.
Clegg, 66 and a Woodstock resident, is a trial attorney who has spent the bulk of his career litigating
non-criminal cases including taking on corporations
like Walmart and going after corporate polluters. He
also competed in last year’s Democratic primary for
Congress, losing that race to Antonio Delgado.
Whoever takes the job come Jan. 1 will inherit
an operation that deals with roughly 600 felony
and 4,000 misdemeanor cases each year in Ulster
County Court, Kingston City Court and 20 town and
village courts across the county. The oﬃce includes
42 assistant district attorneys, investigators and support staﬀ, and runs on an annual budget of about
$4.75 million.
The next DA will have to adapt to a rapidly changing legal landscape brought on by a ﬂood of reformminded legislation that will drastically speed up the
pace at which prosecutors must turn over evidence
to the defense in criminal cases, while eliminating
cash bail for most misdemeanors and non-violent
felonies. The dynamics of the local criminal justice
system will also change with the retirement of County Court Judge Donald Williams, a former DA and uncompromising jurist known for heavy sentences and
skepticism of alternatives to incarceration. In January, Williams will be succeeded by reform-minded
Democrat Bryan Rounds, who’s running unopposed
for the seat.
Kavanagh is campaigning as an experienced prosecutor who sees the job through a more traditional
lens — holding oﬀenders accountable and standing
up for crime victims. Clegg has embraced a vision
for the oﬃce focused on progressive reforms like
specialty courts for addicts, veterans and the mentally ill, and programs designed to divert young offenders from the criminal justice system.
The contest is not a strictly a matter of traditional
versus progressive views. Kavanagh supports diversion programs for low-level oﬀenders; Clegg has
promised a stern approach to violent felony crimes.
But their diﬀering approaches can be seen in their
endorsements. Kavanagh is running with support
from police unions representing state police, Ulster
County sheriﬀ ’s deputies and local police departments. Clegg’s only law enforcement endorsement
comes from Ulster County Sheriﬀ and fellow Democrat Juan Figueroa. Clegg has earned endorsements
from Democratic elected oﬃcials including Ulster
County Executive Pat Ryan and Assemblyman Kevin
Cahill, as well as progressive activist groups like Indivisible Ulster and Citizens Action of New York. Both
candidates are rated “highly qualiﬁed” for the job by
the Ulster County Bar Association.

K

AVANAGH GREW UP in Woodstock absorbing lessons on the law from his father. E. Michael Kavanagh served as Ulster County’s district attorney from 1978
to 1998 before going on to serve as a State Supreme
Court justice and appellate judge. Kavanagh graduated from Fordham University and Widener University Law School. Following law school he spent eight
years as a Dutchess County assistant district attorney, followed by two years in Austin, Texas, where
he practiced criminal defense and civil litigation.
Afterwards, he returned to Ulster County with his
wife Jen and took a job with the former Kingston-

PROVIDED

DAN BARTON

Mike Kavanagh.

Dave Clegg.

based law ﬁrm Mainetti, Mainetti & O’Connor. He
has worked in the Ulster DA’s Oﬃce since 2012.
In his capacity as chief assistant DA, Kavanagh
has tried a number of high-proﬁle cases. He’s also
worked on criminal justice and prevention initiatives. He participates in the Ulster County InterAgency Task force, which focuses on education students and parents about the dangers of opioid abuse.
Kavanagh also serves on the planning committee for
a proposed opioids court that would divert addicts
from the criminal justice system into treatment and
supervises a team dedicated to focused enforcement
on domestic violence.
“To me, it’s the best job in the courtroom,” said
Kavanagh of the prosecutor’s role. “I take tremendous satisfaction in doing some of the things we do;
holding violent oﬀenders accountable and standing
with victims.”

services for crime victims.

C

LEGG IS A Staten Island native who came
to the Hudson Valley as a student at SUNY
New Paltz in the ’70s. After law school,
Clegg worked at a legal aid group in western Nebraska, where he handled civil rights and
criminal defense litigation for members of the Lakota Sioux nation who were struggling with poverty
and discrimination. After moving to Kingston in 1981,
Clegg spent nine years as a part-time assistant public
defender and ﬁve as assigned counsel working with
defendants in federal court for the Northern District
of Albany. The bulk of his experience — and nearly
all of his recent legal work — has been as a trial attorney in civil cases. Clegg said his experience litigating
hundreds of civil cases made him well suited to the
role of district attorney.
“I bring a level of trial practice that is not there
right now,” said Clegg. “I’m bringing skills into the
organization.”
In addition to his legal work, Clegg has been active in community service with a focus on racial and
economic justice. He is a deacon in the United Methodist Church with a degree in divinity from Yale. As
chairman of the Ulster County Human Rights Commission, he was part of an eﬀort to bring principles
of “restorative justice” to Kingston schools. Restorative justice emphasizes reform over punishment
and seeks to have oﬀenders recognize the negative
impact of their actions and make amends to victims.
Clegg has promised to take a similar approach
to criminal justice in the county, a strategy he calls
“Smart on Crime.” The approach, he said, emphasizes alternatives to incarceration for low-level and
non-violent crimes, the use of specialty courts to
deal with the speciﬁc needs of groups like veterans,
opioid addicts and the mentally ill, and prison reentry programs to help prevent recidivism.
“There are some innovative things that have not
been tried here,” said Clegg. “That will allow us
to refocus our resources on prosecuting serious
crimes, violent crimes and the major drug traﬃckers who are bringing heroin and fentanyl into our
community.”
Clegg said that he would also address what he believes is bias in the criminal justice system that leads
to disproportionate rates of incarceration for minorities. Clegg added that he would also put prosecution of environmental crimes on the radar at the DA’s
oﬃce and initiate a program of “trauma-informed”

W

HILE CLEGG IS running on a promise
to reorient the DA’s oﬃce in line with
progressive principles of criminal justice, Kavanagh is running on his experience and what he calls a pragmatic approach that
embraces diversion programs and rehabilitation
for addicts, while taking a traditional prosecutorial
stance towards more serious crimes.
“As a law enforcement agency we are charged with
protecting and standing up for victims and keeping
the public safe,” said Kavanagh. “Mr. Clegg’s platform seems more focused on protecting the rights of
defendants. Of course you always have to be aware
of the rights of defendants, but there’s a defense attorney and judge for that. We are here for the victims
and the general public.”
Kavanagh said the DA’s oﬃce would need an experienced hand at the helm next year when a series of
criminal justice reforms take eﬀect. Kavanagh said,
for example, that discovery-of-evidence reform had
been passed without a corresponding increase in
funding for police labs. As a result, he said, prosecutors would have to prioritize cases and push hard to
get forensic evidence analyzed within the new time
frame or risk having cases dismissed. Kavanagh also
expressed concern about the impact of bail reform
on diversion programs. Without the threat of jail, Kavanagh said, it was likely many addicts would simply
choose to return to the streets rather than entering and
complying with a court-supervised rehab program.
“These changes are coming whether we agree
with them or not,” said Kavanagh. “And you need
someone who really understands the system to deal
with them.”
Clegg, meanwhile, has accused Kavanagh and his
supporters of misrepresenting his experience in
the criminal justice system and ignoring his work
as a defense attorney, including two cases in recent
months. But Kavanagh said that while Clegg may
have some decades-old experience in the criminal
court system, he isn’t a regular in the justice courts
and county courthouse where defense attorneys and
prosecutors ply their trade.
“I’m sure he’s a very experienced civil attorney,”
said Kavanagh. “But aside from a few cases here and
there, nobody in the DA’s Oﬃce has seen him do anything this century.” ++
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Maria Rice retiring
(Continued from page 1)

facilities committee to develop long-term solutions
focused on creating 21st-century facilities. In 2008,
she brought the community together for conversations about the future of the district’s facilities. Public forums, focus groups, blogs and discussions on
the topic, which became known as “The Board’s
Dilemma” followed. Community involvement led to
the decision to renovate the middle school. In March
2015, the community approved a $52.9 million referendum to update the middle school, as well as address deﬁciencies in each of the buildings. This work
is scheduled for completion by the end of December
2019.
By 2006, Rice was also involved in developing
strategic goals and creating a district vision and

“The board appreciates the
hard work and meaningful
contributions that Maria has
given to the district in her 14
years of leadership, and we
wish her the very best,” said
Kathy Preston.
mission, which became the foundation of a formal
Educational Master Plan. Leading a committee of
stakeholders, Rice focused this work on the premise that students live in a world where creativity,
innovation, teamwork and depth of understanding
are the basic skills needed to achieve success. The
Educational Master Plan serves as a map to guide
all educational programs, practices and procedures
and is used as the basis for all decision-making in the
district. District-speciﬁc standards were developed,
and teachers engage in annual action planning to ensure their work is aligned with the district’s vision.
Outcomes are measured and formally presented to

the community each year in the annual State of the
District Report.
Rice is also responsible for the implementation of
the Responsive Classroom, which has been in place
in K-2 classrooms for more than a decade and was
responsible for encouraging open enrollment in accelerated programs at the middle school, breaking
down the past practices of limiting opportunities to
only those on an advanced educational track. “Student potential should be nurtured,” says Rice. “By
allowing enrollment of those with the interest and
drive to take more challenging courses, that potential is unleashed and can be life-changing.”
Rice also dealt with challenges. Among the most
diﬃcult was dealing with ﬁscal constraints that resulted in diﬃcult budget decisions. In 2008, the
Great Recession hit, which resulted in reduced state
aid payments for school districts, including New
Paltz. Four years later, a tax cap was passed, forcing
further budget reductions.
During Rice’s tenure, the high school earned several New York State Education Department and other prominent distinctions, and Duzine Elementary
School was selected by the department as a model
school.
“Maria has led the district with dedication and
distinction. She is a champion of education, and is
willing to have the conversations, ﬁnd the resources
and oﬀer the training and encouragement needed
to bring about opportunities for our students,” said
Deputy Superintendent Michelle Martoni. “Her leadership and support have played an important role in
our district’s strong achievement levels. We will miss
her very much.”
Rice will also miss her work with the district, but
says it is time for her to enjoy her family and travel
as she has always wished to do. She plans to remain
involved in the Rotary and expand her involvement
in the Friends of Guirgho, a non-proﬁt dedicated to
providing rural schools in West Africa with access to
education and technology.
“Life goes by so fast, I don’t want to miss any more
of it,” says Rice about her decision to retire, recalling
how she missed the high school graduations of each
of her three older grandchildren because they were
held on the same day as the New Paltz graduation. “I
don’t regret a minute of my time working in education, but it is time for me to move on.”
Board of Education president Kathy Preston
stated, “The board appreciates the hard work and
meaningful contributions that Maria has given to the
district in her 14 years of leadership, and we wish her
the very best.” ++
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nothing left to create that cushion.
Town Board members came to the October 17
board meeting prepared to do what they could to
cut costs and then found out about a number of new
expenses. Most signiﬁcantly, the next New Paltz Rescue Squad contract will reﬂect the decline in volunteers helping out with that critical service.
Chief Matthew Goodnow said that his current
budget calls for ten volunteer shifts a week, but
even ﬁlling nine is diﬃcult. His new budget cuts that
down to ﬁve, but that’s going to cost town taxpayers
$111,403.50. Board members did not disagree; the
local rescue squad provides a high level of lifesaving service not seen in many nearby towns. They did
cast an eye at the ﬁgures for Woodland Pond, however. Calls there account for 28% of all ambulance
runs, which is far higher than what was promised by
the Woodland Pond developers -- four calls a month.
Moreover, many of them result in declining transport to a hospital, which means insurance companies can’t be billed. Woodland Pond was given a payment in lieu of taxes of $10,000 annually which, in
council members’ estimation, does not nearly cover
even the rescue squad’s costs. Goodnow agreed that
negotiating a deal with leaders of the compound’s
board of directors would be appropriate.
Town computers are facing a technical barrier;
many of them can’t be upgraded to Windows 10 and
must be replaced. To upgrade the town hall and justice court servers and replace computers will cost
$47,000, and a stopgap solution to help employees
limp along this year would cost $37,000. As of the
October 17 meeting, an estimate on converting to a
cloud-based system had not been provided. In addition to being necessary, these upgrades could open
the door to doing more business online, including
ﬁling of applications and paying taxes. That could increase convenience and decrease expense.
Chris Marx brought news from the highway department: the bucket truck is on its last legs and it
will cost $132,000 to replace it and other needed
equipment. This was not welcome news, but after
grilling the superintendent they accepted it.
A public hearing for the preliminary budget will
be held on Thursday, November 7, 7 p.m., at the New
Paltz courthouse. ++
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Fateful
handshake
Mailers showing Dem DA
hopeful with convicted felon
spark controversy
by Jesse J. Smith

D

EMOCRATIC DISTRICT ATTORNEY hopeful Dave Clegg is dealing with the fallout
this week after a George Soros-backed political action committee unaﬃliated with
his campaign produced mailers featuring him shaking hands with Ismail Shabazz, a Kingston activist
and convicted weapons dealer known for his harsh
criticism of police.
In an interview this week, Clegg noted that his
campaign had not produced the mailer and dismissed the notion that a routine campaign handshake somehow represented an endorsement of
Shabazz’s views on law enforcement.
“I had nothing to do with it,” said Clegg of the
mailer. “I didn’t choose that photograph, nor would
I have.”
But some in local law enforcement, most of which
have endorsed Clegg’s opponent, current Chief Assistant DA Michael Kavanagh, expressed outrage
over the mailer and called on politicians supporting
Clegg to rescind their endorsements.
In a statement on behalf of the Mid-Hudson Association of Police Chiefs, Association President
and Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra wrote, “Mr.
Clegg’s touting of his association with this convicted
felon who advocates violence against police oﬃcers
is an aﬀront to every man and woman who serves to
protect this community.”
On Monday, the union representing state troopers weighed in with their own letter condemning the
photo, while a retired NYPD detective who worked
the case against Shabazz pointed to the activist’s
long history of hostility towards law enforcement
and at least one other picture — culled from Clegg’s
campaign website — showing the candidate embracing Shabazz. Raymond Nafey wrote that in a series of
recorded conversations with the informant, Shabazz
spoke about his desire to “physically injure” members of local law enforcement.
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Ismail Shabazz shakes hands with DA candidate Dave Clegg in this photo featured on a recent mailer.

“A community activist, such as he was, in truly the
worst sense,” wrote Nafey.
Kavanagh said it would be up to voters to decide
whether the handshake with Shabazz should count
against Clegg. But the career prosecutor added that
he understood why members of the law enforcement community were upset by the image.
“They’re wondering why someone who wants to
be the chief law enforcement oﬃcer in the county is
associating with somebody who refers to cops as pigs
and was recorded selling weapons while expressing
the hope they’ll be used on cops,” said Kavanagh.
“They’re wondering why somebody like Shabazz
supports Clegg.”
Clegg, who said that he was introduced to Shabazz
by a minister friend at the campaign kickoﬀ, called
the attacks on his campaign “shameful” and “purely
political.”
“It is outrageous for somebody to suggest that I
can’t shake somebody’s hand.”
The mailers were produced by the New York Justice and Public Safety PAC, a group funded by Soros to support candidates committed to progressive
criminal justice reform. The mailers tout Clegg’s
credentials as a defender of civil rights with a forward-looking vision for the district attorney’s oﬃce.
Featured prominently in the mailers is a photograph
of the 66-year-old litigation attorney and Methodist
deacon shaking hands with Kingston resident Ismail
Shabazz.
Shabazz, 64, is well known in Kingston for his
work on youth and community issues. He is a past
president of the Kingston chapter of the NAACP and
helped start an anti-violence program aimed at city
youth.

S

HABAZZ HAS ALSO been an unrelenting critic of law enforcement in Kingston and Ulster
County. On social media he routinely refers
to cops as “PIGS” an acronym for “Police in
Gangs” and has accused individual police oﬃcers

— without providing evidence — of everything from
drug abuse to rape. Shabazz has also associated with
radical black nationalist groups, including the New
Black Panther Party. In 2014, he helped form an oﬀshoot of the group dubbed “Black Panthers for Self
Defense.”
In 2014, Shabazz’s association with those groups
drew the attention of the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task
Force. Among Shabazz’s causes was the case of Assata Shakur. In the late ’60s and early ’70s Shakur
was a member of the Black Liberation Army — a
Black Panthers oﬀshoot which carried out robberies, bombings and the targeted assassinations of police oﬃcers in New York City and elsewhere. In 1977
Shakur was convicted of the murder of New Jersey
state trooper Werner Foerster; two years later, she
was freed from prison in a daring raid by fellow BLA
members. She later sought asylum in Cuba, where
she remains.
In 2014, Shabazz attended a rally in support of
Shakur in Harlem. There, he was approached by a
convicted felon turned FBI informant assigned to
inﬁltrate the resurgent black civil rights movement
that sprung up in the wake of the 2014 protests in
Ferguson, Missouri.
Police say that between 2014 and 2015, Shabazz
sold the informant six ﬁrearms including an illegally
sawed oﬀ shotgun, an assault riﬂe and two pistols.
Police say that audio recordings of the deal captured
Shabazz discussing recruiting members of the Bloods
street gang into his political organization and talking
about using the weapons against police oﬃcers.

B

UT DESPITE THE evidence, federal authorities declined to bring charges against
Shabazz. Instead, in May 2015 District Attorney Holley Carnright brought state
charges of criminal sale of a ﬁrearm against Shabazz.
Shabazz denied advocating violence against police
and claimed that he was a victim of entrapment.
(Among other things, Shabazz claimed the informant showed him documents suggesting he was a
federally licensed ﬁrearms dealer). Shabazz’s former
attorney, civil rights litigator Michael Sussman said
that his client just wanted to get the ﬁrearms oﬀ the
streets of Kingston and believed they were destined
for “liberation movements” in Africa. In October
2016, struck a plea agreement with the special prosecutor assigned to the case. Shabazz pleaded guilty
to a single count of attempted criminal sale of a ﬁrearm and was sentenced to two years in state prison.
Shabazz was released in October 2018. ++
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Schools
Cormac Stutzman

Student events, profiles & sports

and ﬁguring out who I am as my own
person.”
Stutzman, looking back on his ﬁnal
years of secondary education, hopes
he made it more enjoyable for his
peers. “...I would hope that my presence has made people enjoy their time
here more. It’s what I’ve been here
for.” He is also thankful to have had
New Paltz to come to high school for.
“New Paltz is special because it aﬀorded me a place where I felt that I could
be myself, after struggling with that in
several other schools.”
Outside of scholastics, Stutzman
has spent a lot of time working at Yogi
Bear Campground as the lifeguard supervisor. “It’s been a great summer
job.” Stutzman is happy to have gotten
the chance to work with a lot of close
friends at Yogi Bear. “We were able to
spend the summer together, gooﬁng
oﬀ and saving lives -- not at the same
time!”
In dealing with some serious issues,
Stutzman’s time at Yogi Bear taught
him about his own value as a problemsolver. “...That was a skill I didn’t really
know I had before, but working there
opened my eyes to it…”
Speciﬁcally, he recalls a time when
he had to leap into action to solve a crisis. “There was a little boy swimming
with his family in the river, in a spot
that isn’t [life]guarded. All of the sudden, there’s a drop oﬀ in the river -- I’m
talking six inches into eight feet. The
kid’s just playing around and he slips
in and starts drowning.” After the boy’s
mother ran to get help, Stutzman and
the other lifeguards arrived to aid the
boy. Arriving at the scene of a rescue
attempt made by an older man (who
also couldn’t swim), the team rescued the two from
the river. “We got them out and made sure they were
okay.”
In closing, Stutzman would like to assert that the
world can be made a happier place if its inhabitants
can learn when not to keep to themselves. “Don’t
complain too much. Be careful not to put those negative vibes into the world.” ++

by Oliver ten Broeke

EW PALTZ HIGH School senior
Cormac Stutzman ﬁrst came
to New Paltz in kindergarten
at Duzine. Citing a diﬃcult
transition when entering public school,
Stuzman’s parents elected to enroll him
in private education. “...My parents
decided to put me in private school, in
Wappingers Falls. I went to the Randolph
School and ﬁrst through fourth grade
was a wonderful experience.” After going to the Randolph School, Stutzman
spent time at various other schools in the
Hudson Valley.
For the ﬁrst half of ﬁfth grade,
Stutzman went to the Hudson Valley
Sudbury School -- he notes that his cousin’s family had had a hand in founding
it. Ultimately, Stutzman left Sudbury to
explore other options. “...It wasn’t quite
for me, so then from the second half of
ﬁfth grade through sixth grade, I went
to Poughkeepsie Day School. I think that
the issue there was just that the classes
were way too small. There were only
18 people in my entire grade, and that
wasn’t working for me.”
Eventually, Stutzman came and settled
in New Paltz. “I came to New Paltz in
seventh grade, and I’ve enjoyed it much
more than the other schools since Randolph.” The Randolph School is also
where Stutzman ﬁrst picked up his love
of skiing.
“Being the quirky little school that we
were, they would take everybody skiing after school -- no buses or anything
either. All of the parents would come to
Cormac Stutzman
carpool. We would go up to Catamount
where we’d ski for four hours -- or fall
down the bunny hills.” Interestingly,
himself in professional education. “I’ve always conStutzman didn’t really enjoy skiing during his early
sidered becoming an English teacher… If I taught, I
experience with it. “...First ﬁve or six years that I
would like to teach high school or college English.”
skied, I didn’t love it. Then, three or four years ago, I
With the end of his high school career close in
had a new season of skiing and I realized that it was
sight, Stutzman is excited to graduate. Speciﬁcally,
just absolutely the most phenomenal thing ever.”
he’s excited to enter college. “My college plans? I
Unfortunately, that was also the season when
would like to throw as many bangers as I possibly
Stutzman received a serious injury. “The ﬁrst Snow
can. Just kidding,” Stutzman jests. “Really, I look
Club trip, I tore my ACL and ruptured my meniscus.
forward to the independence of living on my own
I skied for the rest of the season without getting it
repaired because the doctor said it would be A-OK…
I didn’t get surgery to have it ﬁxed until much later
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than one typically would have.” As a result of that,
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Stutzman began his school year with a brace and on
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crutches.
READ NEW PALTZ TIMES & ALMANAC WEEKLY
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After getting oﬀ crutches, Stutzman began to foL
cus on himself to become healthy again. Following
There is no better place than your local, independent newspaper to find out
a successful recovery, he remains skiing “...avidly,
about local candidates, issues and voting information! Subscribe today!
zealously [and] with a fanatical obsession.”
Hand-in-hand with Stutzman’s enthusiasm for
Don’t forget early voting starts October 26th!
skiing is his desire for colder weather, which fuels
his drive to ﬁnd a suitably frosty college. “I’ve been
$45 in-county, $50 out-of-county, $35 e-subscription, $55 for print and online
looking at a bunch of SUNY schools up North. I’d like
name: _________________________________________________________________________________________
to step away from home a bit and get a little colder, so I’ve been looking at SUNY Oswego and SUNY
street address: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Oneonta.”
Stutzman is most interested in studying English.
town/city: ___________________________________
state _________
zip _____________________________
“I love English. All of my English classes so far have
been pretty fun… When I was a little kid, I would just
phone: _____________________________________
email: _________________________
consume literature. I would read and read and read.
I was the kid who walked around with a book in his
Send to PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402
hand. My parents didn’t let me watch TV, so while I
don’t catch Spongebob references, I can quote Harry
Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/subscribe
Potter.”
or call: 845.334.8200
After college, Stutzman is thinking about applying
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PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Logan Pece running for a first down against Goshen.
Shawn Becker tackles Goshen's Elijah Price.

Aidan Hoffman diving for a pass.

Gio-ized
New Paltz football falls
to Goshen for Division title
by Rich Corozine

Anthony Dimarco.

N

EW PALTZ HAD their hands full -- and
more -- with Goshen's Matt Giordano. The
brilliant senior quarterback was just too
much for the Huguenots' defense, which
actually played pretty well considering he shredded
them for 253 yards and four touchdowns on 19-for-36
passing. Playing out of a pro-set (shotgun formation
and passing on nearly every play, connecting with
seven-or-eight diﬀerent receivers, three separate
ones for touchdowns) Giordano just made every
big play look relatively easy, starting with Goshen's
game-opening drive, where four straight completions culminated with his 33-yard touchdown toss to
wide-out Isaiah Price just two minutes in. The Omari
Remouns point-after made it 7-0 at 10:09...and New
Paltz looked to be in for a long evening.
New Paltz couldn't move the ball on its subsequent
series and neither could Goshen. Then the Huguenots stalled out with a half-yard to go on its 15-yard
line, thought about going for it, but punted the ball
away to their own 47-yard line. Here, it took Giordano two passes -- following a 20-yard run by Donovan
Jackson -- both to Elijah Price, of seven and 20 yards,

ATTORNEYS at LAW
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CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525

115 Green Street
Kingston, NY

the latter scoring Goshen's second TD at 5:23. The
Remouns extra point was true and it was 14-0 Goshen. The game mattered, even though both the Huguenots and the Gladiators had already qualiﬁed for
the Class A Tournament, with the winner clinching
the Division 2 title and drawing a ﬁrst-round tournament bye.
So New Paltz, scrappy as always, tried to rally. But
Goshen's defense -- and numerous penalties (115 total yards) -- thwarted any sustained drive. Relying
on the running of Julian Higgs and the arms of Logan Pece and Anthony Dimarco -- the later throwing
a 40-yard bomb to wideout Anthony Stevens (who
made a diving catch at the three-yard line) -- New
Paltz ﬁnally got on the board at 0:56 of the half on
Pece's subsequent three-yard run. Antonio Alvarez's
point after was blocked and it was 14-6 at halftime.
The Gladiators went up 21-6 at 8:09, as Giordano,
starting from his 23, ran for 12 yards on a broken
pass-play. After an incompletion, Giordano ran for
30 more on another broken play, as defenders Pat
Murphy, Jared Ricketson and Evan Jansen starting
penetrating into the Goshen backﬁeld. But Giordano, cool as the proverbial "cucumber" hit Elijah Price
for 20 yards to the New Paltz 40, and after being pe-
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nalized back to their own 45, hit Logan Mullane over
the middle for a 55-yard touchdown. He was making
it all look so easy.
New Paltz came back again, this time with Dimarco carrying the load, with ﬁve straight runs of
17, four, 12, ﬁve and the ﬁnal yard for a touchdown at
4:32 of the third quarter. Alvarez's point after made
it a one-score game again at 21-13.
But...and a big BUT it was...when the moment called
for it, with momentum shifting the Huguenots' way, it
was Giordano once again, driving Goshen 80 yards in
eight plays, culminating in a ten-yard pass to Mullane at
10:52. The Remouns point after made it 28-13. And that
more-or-less sealed the game and the Division 2 title
for the Gladiators. The Huguenots added a late touchdown on a 50-yard punt return by Stevens, bringing
the ﬁnal score to 28-21.
New Paltz ﬁnished the regular season at 3-4, 3-1 in
Division 2, and will play an as-yet to be determined
opponent next Friday, October 25 (site and time to
be determined). ++

Highland football
The Huskies fell to 1-6 on the season, lowering
their chance at a Class B berth in the Section playoﬀs with a 25-22 loss to Class B rival O’Neill. And
despite the record, the Huskies, 1-2 in Class B Division 2, still have a shot for the Section 9 tournament.
It’s all up to Liberty and their outcome in this week’s
game with Burke: lose and Highland and O’Neill are
tied for second in the Division; win and Highland is
eliminated.
-- Rich Corozine
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Girls tennis: New Paltz’s Natalie
Meyer wins MHAL title

HIGHLAND | ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

New Paltz's Natalie Meyer became the ﬁrst New
Paltz girl to win an MHAL singles title in 25 years, defeating Marlboro's Sammy Jaros for the title at Bard
7-6 (7-5), 6-2. Meyer cruised to the title, defeating

Highland Elementary School student participates in the Garden Committee by harvesting cherry
tomatoes before the season’s end.

Highland Elementary School students harvest crops

MHAL tennis singles champion Natalie Meyer.

Spackenkill's Nazeen Shah 6-1, 6-0 in the semiﬁnals;
Highland's Allie Fuller 6-2, 6-4 in the quarterﬁnals;
and Saugerties' Amy Hoyt 6-0, 6-0 in the Round of
16.
New Paltz doubles Emily Wong-Pan and Eliza Behrke ﬁnished third, winning the consolation ﬁnal over
Spackenkill's Elena Sung and Soumya Koumada 6-2,
7-6 (11-9) after losing to eventual doubles champions Allyah Feeney and Mehal Mitra 6-2, 6-4 in the
semiﬁnals.
New Paltz also won their third straight MHAL team
title, ﬁnishing undefeated at 9-0 for the second year
in a row, The Huguenots' Ariana Rodriguez reached
the quarterﬁnals with a 6-2, 6-2 win over Highland's
Maggie VanValkenburgh in the Round of 16, before
losing to Wallkill's Emily Savage 6-3, 6-2 in the quarterﬁnals.
Highland ﬁnished at 4-5, their best record in a decade, with Allie Fuller getting to the quarterﬁnals
with a win over Red Hook's Gabby Lacoco 6-2, 6-4 in
the Round of 16, before losing to Meyer.
The Section 9 Tournament is this Tuesday and
Wednesday at Match Point in Goshen.
-- Rich Corozine

MHAL golf: Nick Puleo repeats
as MHAL golf champ

H

UNGARIAN WAX PEPPERS, tomatoes, heirloom eggplants and habaneros are just a few
vegetables that can be found in the Highland Elementary School (HES) garden. The garden, which was spearheaded by HES grade 5 teacher Brian Haas in June 2018, has been
ﬂourishing since its inception, thanks to the school’s Garden Committee.
On October 3, the committee, made up of grade 4 and 5 students and various staﬀ members,
harvested the remaining crop in the garden before the season’s end. In addition, they planted perennial ﬂowers around the perimeter of the garden to embellish the area and prevent weeds from
growing into the bed. All of the peppers, tomatoes and sorrel harvested will be used in the school’s
cafeteria for all students to enjoy. The rest of the harvest will be oﬀered to any staﬀ member or parent willing to experiment with new foods.
“I sought out the grant money to build the garden because I wanted to provide our student population with an organic experience -- digging up dirt, ﬁnding worms, eating leaves and vegetables
straight from their source -- and, in so doing, learn how to become better stewards of our natural
environment, reap the beneﬁts of hard work and share the rewards of their eﬀorts with the community and school,” said Haas. “The goal is to bring the kids back to their roots of whence we once
came.”

The Huguenots had three more in the Top 20 to
qualify for Sections: Oliver Watson seventh with an
83, Kevin Metzger eighth with an 85 and Josh Clinton
16th with a 92. Highland's highest ﬁnisher was Lenny
Casabura with a 95, at 21st just missing the cut for
Sections.
-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland volleyball
New Paltz ﬁnished the regular season at 10-2 with
wins over Marlboro 3-1 and a huge win over Red
Hook 3-2. In the win over Marlboro it was Franceska
Geminiano with 15 kills and six blocks; Jordan Giancola 14 kills, two aces and ten digs; Maddy Brooks
eight kills and two aces; and Lauren Thompson ﬁve
aces, one kill, one assists and 17 digs. Against Red
Hook, Giancola had a monster game with 32 kills, 23
dogs and three aces; Geminiano 15 kills with eight
blocks; Caitlyn Hulbert 16 assists, ten digs and two
kills; Cara Savelson 18 assists, three kills and six digs;
and Thompson 18 digs, one ace and one assist.
Highland ﬁnished out the regular season with
their best record in a decade at 5-8, defeating Spackenkill 3-0 with Olivia Bell with four kills, two blocks
and 13 assists; Gabby Keefe and Paige Dauenheimer
with six kills apiece. Losing to FDR 3-1 it was Keefe
and Dauenheimer with 12 kills apiece and Bell with
three kills, two blocks and eight assists. And n a ﬁnal
loss to Wallkill 3-0, it was Bell with four kills and two
blocks; Dauenheimer four kills and two blocks; and
Maddy Garside with ﬁve assists.
-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland swimming
MHAL golf champion Nick Puleo.

New Paltz's Nick Puleo made it two straight MHAL
titles with his 77 on the par 72 Apple Greens Golf
Course in Clintondale last Wednesday, topping
Spackenkill's Luke Whalen by three strokes (80).
This Spring, Puleo will defend his Section 9 title.

The Huguenots ﬁnished the regular season at 8-4,
defeating Burke 69-57 and losing to Goshen 99-71.
Against Burke, it was a double for Meghan Loughran
in the 50 freestyle (in 26.65) and 100 freestyle (59.81)
and April Cook in the 200 freestyle (2:10.19) and 500
freestyle (5:49.05), with solo wins for Orla Clasby in
the 200 IM (2:26.21), Madison Burda in the 100 butterﬂy (1:10.12) and 100 breaststroke (1:22.84). New

Paltz won the 200 Medley relay with Lydia Brutvan,
Quinn Ratynski, Burda and Loughran (2:02.77) and
400 Relay with Cook, Charlee Domitrovits, Maddy
Harp and Clasby (4:17.31).
Against Goshen, Cook won the 200 freestyle in
2:05.77 and Brutvan the 100 backstroke in 1:05.62,
with Brutvan, Loughran, Harp and Cook winning
the 200 relay in 1:51.10.
Highland ﬁnished 5-7 on the season.
The OCIAA Championship -- Division 2 -- will be
Saturday, October 26 at Washingtonville.
-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz cross country
The New Paltz boys defeated FDR, Wallkill and
Saugerties last Wednesday, with Joseph Ayala third
in 17:07, Dan Kniﬀen sixth in 17:39, Clay Gullick seventh in 17:40; JP Trapani eighth in 17:41, Aidan Kirsch
ninth in 18:08; and Wells Willett 10th in 18:22.
The girls defeated Wallkill and Saugerties, but fell
to FDR, with Amelia St. John ﬁrst in 20:28 and Alexa
Friedman eighth in 23:29.
The MHAL Championship will be will be Thursday, October 24, noon, at SUNY Ulster.
-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz and Highland soccer
Wallklll defeated the New Paltz girls 2-1 on Saturday to clinch the MHAL Division 1 title. Ngaio
Hawkins scored the lone New Paltz goal on an assist
from Fiona O'Hara. The Huguenots are 8-7 on the
season and have qualiﬁed for Class A Sections.
The New Paltz boys (5-4-2) qualiﬁed for Class A
Sections by beating Rondout 9-0 last Monday.
The Highland boys defeated Saugerties 3-1 on Tim
Petty's hat trick, with Liam Whalen with an assist.
Chris Wood had ﬁve saves for the Huskies. The Highland boys are 7-7 and have qualiﬁed for Class B Sections.
The Highland girls, 4-8 and 4-4 in the MHAL, are
on the Section bubble in Class B.
-- Rich Corozine
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Feedback
Election letters

Letter guidelines:
The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from
its readers. Letters should be fewer than 500
words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. on Friday.
The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many
letters to the editor as possible. As with all print
publications, available space is determined by
ads sold. If there is insufficient space in a given
issue, letters will be approved based on established content standards and thereafter on a
first-come, first-published basis.
All letters should be signed and include the
author’s address and telephone number.
Although the New Paltz Times does not specifically limit the number of letters a reader can
submit per month, the publication of letters
written by frequent correspondents may be
delayed to make room for less-often-heard
voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s
discretion, and we reserve the right to waive
any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:
The New Paltz Times editorial office is located
at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor,
news releases, school news, social notes and
other local editorial submissions to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention Debbie
Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business office is at 322
Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for
subscriptions, business matters, classifieds and
display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston,
NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising
or other matters, call 334-8200, e-mail info@
ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place
a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@
ulsterpublishing.com or call 334-8201.
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Editor’s note: New Paltz Times is experiencing
a backlog of letters. Letters endorsing a candidate
which contain no criticism of his or her opponent will
be accepted for publication in the October 31 issue.
ALL letters should be fewer than 500 words
and be submitted by 3:30 p.m. on Friday. Although the New Paltz Times does not speciﬁcally
limit the number of letters a reader can submit per
month, the publication of letters written by frequent
correspondents may be delayed to make room for
less-often-heard voices. If there is insuﬃcient space
in a given issue, letters will be approved based on established content standards and thereafter on a ﬁrstcome, ﬁrst-published basis.
Thank you.
-- Deb Alexsa, Editor

Kevin Kelly has been a quiet but
powerful voice in our community
It seems that every time I attended a meeting of
the Town Council in 2018-19, Kevin Kelly was there
too, speaking at public comment about issues of civil
rights and social justice.
The Paul Echols trial was a rare event in New Paltz
Town Court, with dueling accounts and accusations.
Unlike our elected Police Commission, Kevin Kelly attended the entire trial and brought concerns about
some of the sworn testimony to the Town Council
when it met as the Police Commission. If not for Kevin, the council would still not be aware of some important issues raised during that trial… one example:
use of police cruiser cameras.
Kelly has been a quiet but powerful voice in our
community at the same time that his own world is in
turmoil. He is polite and professional without exception, but a force to be reckoned with, just the same.
Donald Kerr
New Paltz

Allow Rosendale residents their
choice of supervisor every two years
The residents of Rosendale are better served with
a town government where the supervisors has a twoyear term. For me, this is not a personal or party issue. This is about what is in the best interest of Rosendale and its residents.
This November 5, Election Day 2019, the residents
of Rosendale will be deciding whether or not they
wish to extend the terms of the town supervisor and
highway supervisor position
In my opinion, it is no coincidence that this resolution
has been brought forth when every Rosendale board
member up for re-election is running unopposed. Had
this been a contested election, there would be more discussion of the pros-and-cons of this resolution.
The Rosendale Town Board has ﬁve elected members: one supervisor (full time paid) and four council members (part time paid). From much observation, the supervisor sets the overall administrative
focus and the board members help execute a plan
to achieve that focus. Even with equal votes, much
chance of expressed disagreement amongst the
board members will not be evident because the full
time /part time diﬀerential aﬀords the town supervisor more inﬂuence.
In an imperfect world, that’s ﬁne because the supervisor term is two years and the council member
term is four years. This conﬁguration enhances the
opportunity and duty for oversight. It also gives the
residents of Rosendale the opportunity to elect another supervisor, sooner than later.
Before you cast your vote I invite you to consider
your response to the following questions:
1. Why should residents have to wait four years if
we believe, after six months, Rosendale would be better served with new supervisors?
2. Why should the term of the supervisor be ex-
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tended because projects take more than two years
to initiate, study, fund and complete? I do not ever
remember any candidate running for a two-year position telling voters they would not be accomplishing much because two years is not enough time.
3. Why should our residents not reap the beneﬁt of
our town supervisor reminding us, every two years,
what he or she is doing and why he or she should be
re-elected. Particularly when, as in many small communities, where Democrats run as Republicans and
Republicans run as Democrats, and during many
election cycles, the incumbent supervisor (who is
probably doing a good job) runs unopposed.
4. Why is a two-year campaign cycle too much for
elected oﬃcials in Rosendale? Maybe because talking to their constituents is not high on their to-do
list. I have lived in Rosendale for over ten years and
I can count on one hand how many times I have
spoken with an elected Town Board member about
any concerns I may have as a resident. How do they
serve us if they do not speak with us? How are they
looking out for our best interests if they do not ask
us what we believe they are?
5. What percent of Rosendale residents can even
name the ﬁve members of the Town Board? What
percent of our registered voters can name them?
The best Rosendale is one with a Town Board that is
most responsive to the will of the people. We should
allow Rosendale residents their choice of “supervisor” every two years. If he or she (Dem or GOP) isn’t
doing a good job, they can be “elected” out of oﬃce.
And if they are doing a good job, they should trust that
Rosendale voters will re-elect them.
Vote to keep two-year terms for Rosendale town
supervisor and highway supervisor.
Ted Dixon
Rosendale

Vote for Dave Clegg for District
Attorney on November 5
My family recently received a campaign ad in the
mail for Michael J. Kavanagh. It was extremely offensive and helped strengthen my resolve to make
sure he does NOT get elected.
The ad lists about 20 individuals by ﬁrst and last
name, along with the year and speciﬁc crime for
which each was convicted. That Mr. Kavanagh thinks
such a list is impressive to voters clearly demonstrates
that his political ambition is far more important to him
than people are. It’s as if the people he prosecuted
over the last few years were nothing more than bowling pins. Knock them down and tally up the score.
We need a District Attorney who is committed to
keeping the community safe, yet has a focus that
goes beyond just locking people up. We need a District Attorney whose approach includes criminal
justice reform and innovative ideas such as diversion, rehabilitation and alternatives to incarceration for youth, substance abusers and mentally ill
oﬀenders. Programs such as these ensure a stronger, healthier community
We need Dave Clegg. Vote for him for District Attorney on November 5.
WK Rudder
New Paltz

Transparency is key
Among the duties of a Town Justice, according
to the Laws of New York, Section 31: “Each Justice
shall... At least annually and as often as may be required, submit his dockets to the members of the
town board for examination and audit.”
I will carry out this basic requirement of course,
which appears to not be the practice currently, and
much more to make the court more transparent
and accessible to all in New Paltz.
I’m not sure how citizens currently make a determination of who occupies the Town Justice position, there is precious little to go on. I’ve observed
the courts here and in adjoining towns for two
years or so, but most people have only their spe-
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ciﬁc isolated experience to go on, or nothing really.
There are genuine concerns of privacy and the independence of the court to consider, but the opacity
and air of inevitability of “the way things are are the
way things are” doesn’t reﬂect the imaginative and
innovative spirit that I associate with New Paltz.
I can be reached at 646-583-0139, kevinkellybookseller@gmail.com, or see public Facebook page @
kevinkelllynpzjustice.
Kevin F. Kelly. Candidate
New Paltz Town Justice

Lake, the Preserve and Minnewaska, sky diving, a
rail trail. But for me, the most special place is the
Gardiner Library. It must be maintained, have welcoming and helpful staﬀ, create new programs and
oﬀer a support network for seniors. And we can help
sustain it with our vote.
Please realize that this is a gem that needs to be
treasured by all of us. It is worth every extra dollar I
will pay in taxes.
Annie O’Neill
Gardiner

No holds barred for library support

One person is enough,
vote for Kevin Kelly

I am who I am today because of my library going
as a young child. Libraries are transportive places
that open your mind to the larger world. My verbal
and visual skills were honed in the children’s reading
room where I felt opened to and surrounded by a
wealth of worlds and experiences.
Right now, Gardiner voters can determine the
future of their fabulous library by voting for Proposition 414 that allows voters the right to determine
their library’s budget. This has not been done in
eleven years and it is about time.
Yes we pay a bit more in taxes, but many have no
trouble paying for an expensive coﬀee that is ﬁnished
in ten minutes or buying a paperback that is read once.
If I could only tell you how much I have saved on buying books, on seeing ﬁrst-rate movies, listening to audio books and glancing through magazines. I feel like
the library helps me appreciate how lucky I am to have
a community center with art shows, yoga and advice on
all kinds of issues. It allows me to see kids engrossed in
the excitement of books in a safe and comfortable place.
I am always astonished at how well used the library’s
computers are -- how comfortable the reading areas are
and how welcoming the staﬀ is. There is no better place
to visit if you need a destination in Gardiner. Pop in and
read one of the latest books or just hang out and observe
your neighbors taking advantage of the greatest resource
in town. What a thrill to see kids having singalongs.
Gardiner has it all -- cliﬀs, hiking trails, Tillson

A Column for All,
About Justice for All
RISING HOPE

O

ver the past five years I’ve been involved in a
program called Rising Hope. It’s a religiousbased, entirely-volunteer organization that
provides college level classes in subjects including
Ethics, World Religion, and Homiletics, which were the
courses I taught at Woodbourne Prison. The goal is to
equip prisoners with the skills and knowledge to help
them successfully re-enter their communities. I served
alongside of half a dozen volunteer professionals. One
of them was my sixth-grade teacher, now in his late 80’s.
He taught Introduction to Counseling and became a
wise father figure to many of the men. He was beloved
and changed a lot of lives for the better.
Rising Hope keeps track of its graduates. In fact, they
have an alumnus gathering each year. They have found
that the recidivism rate for its graduates is less than
5%. What is recidivism? Examples of recidivism include
breaking the law, violating parole, being convicted of a
crime, and returning to prison. Overall recidivism rates
in New York are above 50%. As you can see, the men
who graduate the Rising Hope Program are 10 times
less likely to recidivate (yes, that’s the adverb they use).
Rehabitating people who are in prison and providing reentry programs for people who are released from prison
makes sense if you want to reduce crime. It’s not about
coddling convicts, it’s about improving public safety.
Dutchess County has started a re-entry program
called Project MORE, Inc. It has provided criminal
justice reform programming to the County for over a
decade. The services include transitional housing, life
skills, High School Equivalency education, employment
readiness, and anger management. The Department of
Probation has confirmed a high rate of success for the
programs. The Dutchess County Comptroller, Robin
Lois, determined that the average daily client cost ranged
from $6-$46 per day, which is nominal compared to the
$210 average cost of a day in jail. She found that program
proved to be a good investment for the County.
Preventing crime, making the community safer and
stronger, while saving the tax payer money is a win-winwin. As DA, I believe I can work to accomplish all of these
goals, each without the cost of the other. We need smart
solutions to our criminal justice problems..
Dave Clegg brings four decades of experience practicing
criminal defense, and nine years as an Ulster County
Public Defender. He has fought for the rights of victims his
entire career. Dave is the Chairperson of the Ulster County
Human Rights Commission and has been a leader in our
community for decades.
PA I D P O L I T I C A L A D V E RT I S E M E N T

I am endorsing Kevin Kelly for Town Justice. Kevin
is a compassionate and generous community member who has probably already been ﬁghting on your
behalf, without you knowing it. One of my most
poignant memories is during a special meeting on
the local decriminalization of marijuana, Supervisor
Neil Bettez stopped the meeting to say: “I need to be
convinced it’s worth having this conversation when
we are talking about 250 people a year. If we weren’t
giving out that many tickets, I would say my police
are not doing their job. Convince me it’s a problem.”
Kevin was the only other community member
besides myself to speak at the meeting in favor of
ending local policing of marijuana. Part of Kevin’s
comment to the board was, “I want to respond to
the notion that this is something we should look past

because it’s only 200 people. One person is enough
if they’re doing something most people don’t think
should be illegal.” This was over a year ago, and only
me and a few other people in this town even know
he took the time out of his day to make that ﬁght. Not
for himself, as he isn’t a marijuana user, but for the
people of this town. Don’t let people who have a ﬁnancial interest in continuing to churn out case after
case in our court, with the same rubber stamp judge
they’ve been using for over a decade, convince you
that this election doesn’t matter. It matters. Because
one person really is enough.
Celeste Tesoriero
New Paltz

Support Dave Clegg
for District Attorney
One of the positions we get to vote for this year is
the Ulster County District Attorney. For me, this decision is an easy one and I hope you will keep reading to know why.
I believe it is time for a District Attorney who counts
success by the number of people helped by the District
Attorney’s oﬃce, not by the number of people incarcerated. The way to do this is through Restorative Justice, an approach that recognizes that our criminal justice system and community have shared goals: to keep
oﬀenders accountable, repair harm and work collaboratively to prevent the next cycle of crime.
To quote the Alliance for Safety and Justice (2019)

Vote for
Expertise, Experience
and Independence.

Lisa Cutten is uniquely
qualiﬁed to serve as Ulster’s
next comptroller. She is
the only Certiﬁed Public
Accountant in the race, and
the only candidate with
more than 30 years of direct
public auditing experience.
Lisa has taken on
corruption and has stood
up to the Ulster political
machine, saving taxpayers
hundreds of thousands
of dollars. She has the
knowledge and
independence we need
in our next Comptroller.

Lisa Cutten’s
Record of Public Auditing and
Financial Oversight
• Ulster County Director of Accountability,
Compliance & Efficiency (2014-2019)
• Ulster County Deputy Budget Director
(2012-2014)
• Senior Auditor, Ulster County Comptroller’s
Office (2011-2012)
• Ulster County Auditor (2006-2008)
• Comptroller for the Towns of Poughkeepsie
and Fishkill (1994-2001)
• City of Kingston Treasurer
(1986-1988; 1992-1993)
• BBA in Accounting, Pace University 1980
• Licensed Certiﬁed Public Accountant
since 1983

ON NOVEMBER 5TH,
Vote for Expertise, Experience and Independence.
Vote for Lisa Cutten, Ulster County Comptroller.

Cutting Fraud, Cutting Waste, Cutting Abuse - Count on Cutten.
C U T T E N FO R U L S T E R .CO M
Paid for by Friends of Lisa Cutten

24 • October 24, 2019

Mark Sherman

New Paltz Times
A
LAUGHING
MATTER

Coach this!
I know, I know, old folks always think their way
is the best way, so who am I to question what Gwyneth Paltrow and her second husband, Brad Falchuk,
did for the ﬁrst year of their marriage, namely living
separately three nights a week. Sharing a bed with
your spouse every night of the week, at least in the
ﬁrst year of your marriage, is, I guess, so passé.
But the article in People magazine which talked
about not just Paltrow and Falchuk, but a total of six
“celeb” couples who lived apart while happily married, said that the Paltrow-Falchuk “arrangement
(was) approved by her intimacy teacher as a means
of keeping the relationship fresh.”
Intimacy teacher? Is that what people -- obviously
only those who can aﬀord it, along with their two
separate homes -- have these days? How in heaven’s
name have my wife and I been able to stay together
for more than 49 years, and in just one home, without an intimacy teacher?
It turns out that the much more frequently used
term is “intimacy coach” (not teacher). And to ﬁnd
out more about intimacy coaching, I did the usual,
a Google search, and came up what seemed like the
perfect web page: Right up there at the top were the
words, “What is an intimacy coach?” But the website
itself is www-sexcoaching-dot-com, and I realized
that for this family newspaper, I wasn’t going to get
into those things. Since I suspect that my column is
read by children as young as six, I’m going to stay
away from that part of intimacy coaching. (Besides,
if you’re spending any time with the media or on the
internet, you know that sex is on the decline, to the
point where one often sees or hears the term “sex
recession.”)

But scrolling down
that web page, I discovered that there are
some intimacy coaches who are called cuddlists -- also known as
“professional
cuddlers” -- and they’re
all about non-sexual
intimacy. (Actually,
I’ve written about
them before in this
space. In 2016, I wrote, “I know I am ancient history
at this point. In fact, I am so out of it that I always
thought cuddling was something you did with your
signiﬁcant other.”)
This has led me to think about what other kinds of
coaches might be out there. By the way, I am absolutely not putting down the whole concept of coaching. I had a work coach for awhile, and later used
the services of what I called a “clutter counselor” for
a couple of years to help me get rid of lots of stuﬀ I
have saved. During that period, I must have recycled
at least ﬁve percent of things I truly didn’t need; at
that rate, all I need is 40 more years to get rid of all
of it, though I think it will be harder after 25 years,
when I’m over 100.
But there’s a wide variety of coaches, including, for example, “high-potential or developmental coaches,” who, according to the site on which I
found this “work with organizations to develop the
potential of individuals who have been identiﬁed
as key to the organization’s future.” Sounds great if
you’ve been chosen to get this kind of coaching. But

“Perhaps to the surprise of some, the National Survey on Victims’ Views found that the overwhelming
majority of crime victims believe that the criminal
justice system relies too heavily on incarceration,
and strongly prefer investments in prevention and
treatment to more spending on prisons and jails.”
(https://allianceforsafetyandjustice.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/04/Crime-Survivors-Speak-Report-1.pdf )
Please note, I am not aﬃliated with Dave Clegg’s
campaign; I am a resident of Ulster County who is tired
of seeing vast sums of money that could be used much
more wisely, spent on a criminal justice system that values people -- those who are victims of crime and those
who commit crimes. Mike Kavanagh, in his campaign
material, calls attention to the past eight years during
which he has been part of the DA’S oﬃce and emphasizes the number of cases “successfully” prosecuted by
his oﬃce in the past eight years -- over 30,000. Really?
Is that what we are paying for? Is that what we want?
Or, do we want to reduce the number of folks who
become part of the criminal justice system -- either as
victims or as folks who commit crimes. Aren’t there so
many better ways to spend our money?
One last word, if you want to know more about
Dave Clegg and his thinking on the criminal justice
system, please do as I did and go to his website, cleggforda.com.
And speaking of “please”, do vote! Early voting runs
from October 26 through November 3 (see https://
elections.ulstercountyny.gov/early-voting/).Election
Day is November 5, 2019.
Ellen Rocco
New Paltz

the Don’s favorite love child, Rudy soon obtained a
smiling photo-op with the President. We’ll wait for
news as it develops.
For instance, let’s see how opera-lover and formerU.S. Attorney Giuliani sings when he turns state’s evidence. He knows more about the power of the law
than the average person, although he’s been ﬂying
stratospherically above it for several years now. With
the parade of actual patriots through the secure
hearing room of the House Intelligence Committee,
the wall around Mr. Trump has begun to crack, and
Rudy will be faced with tough choices.
While this disarray may give us cause for a happy, relaxed breath after almost three years of COPD
(Chronic Obstructive Political Disease), may we
pause for a moment to look somberly at the most
recent bus-wheels victim? The Kurds.
The Kurds of Rojava have been our loyal allies
since our invasion of Iraq. They have been on the
front lines for us. They have died for us. They were
the vanguard forces against ISIS. And they are not
some mere tribe in some far-oﬀ place. Their vision is
as modern as Israel’s: a democratic and equitable society where women and men share in the building of
an ecologically sound future. But in one phone call,
with no coordination with our diplomats or military,
Mr. Trump greenlighted the Turkish dismantling of
Rojava. In the words of an American Special Forces
soldier, “They trusted us and we broke that trust. It’s
a stain on the American conscience.”
Was Mr. Trump’s decision merely his trademark
impulsiveness, or is it continuing payback to Vladimir Putin for helping to get him elected? And who
gets thrown under the bus? How about American interests in the largest sense? How about Israel?
Why haven’t we seen letters from local Republicans expressing their dismay and disgust at Mr.
Trump’s actions? They are among the ﬁrst to see
who’s standing to salute the ﬂag. What are they doing now that our ﬂag is sullied?
“We are the most powerful nation in the world
because our ideals of universal freedom and equal-

For whom does the bell toll?
Last week, I asked the following: Who will be the
next person under the bus when the rubber hits the
road? This was in the context of Mr. Trump’s referring
to Rudolph Giuliani in the present perfect tense: “He
has been my attorney.” Ouch! Tire marks on the face!
Never deterred, and to let the world know he’s still

suppose you haven’t? Clearly you’re seen as not key
to the organization’s future, which, to me, sounds
like one step away from getting ﬁred.
Actually, the number of possible coaching situations is unlimited. Here are few that I just thought of
-- and, for all I know, they already exist:
1. Age coaching. Here’s a great career opportunity
for seniors: You coach younger people on what to
expect when they get older, you know, things like
how to deal with arranging your medications each
day and scheduling your ten monthly doctor’s appointments, learning how to avoid falls by looking down as you walk rather than looking straight
ahead, how to adjust to being invisible to younger
members of the opposite sex, how to get along with
your ungrateful children and how to enjoy the freedom of being unnecessary.
2. Climate change coaching. Your climate change
coach will help you reduce your carbon footprint
by avoiding driving, ﬂying and heating your home
(which, of course, will be less and less necessary as
the planet heats up). And he, she or they will help
you attain serenity as you realize that all these steps
won’t really help, as we are all doomed.
3. Television coaching. Since people are constantly telling us how we just “have to” watch all these
series on cable TV and Netﬂix, and we don’t have
the time, we need coaches to help guide us through
the plethora of programming to ﬁnd the best stuﬀ
to watch in the four hours we spend every night in
front of the TV screen.
4. And ﬁnally, there is this novel idea: Sports
coaches. These would be people who help individuals improve their abilities in a given sport, or guide
teams to win as many games as they can in whatever
sport they play. In baseball, for some reason we’ll
call them managers, and hope that they don’t take
out their relief pitchers too quickly which could contribute to their great team (which we’ll call the Yankees) losing two key games in a championship series.

ity have been backed up by our belief that we were
champions of justice, the protectors of the less fortunate. . . . If we are not the champions of the good and
the right, then who will follow us? And if no one follows us — where will the world end up?” William H.
McRaven, former U.S. Special Forces Commander,
writing in the October 17 New York Times.
Yes, we have fallen short on many of these ideals.
But they were ideals that people of decency, here
and abroad, took seriously and strove for, and which
many sought by ﬂocking to our shores so they, too,
could become Americans.
For whom does the bell toll?
William Weinstein
New Paltz

Sand
“They have plenty of sand; let them play in the
sand.” This is Trump’s advice to our Kurdish allies
and friends who are now being slaughtered in Syria.
It’s hard to believe that we ﬁrst abandon, and then
make light, of the untenable situation that we have
caused. Stories continue to come in about the military valor of the Kurds -- one about a translator who
risked his life to save an American soldier.
A larger story focuses on Rajava, a Kurdish region
in Syria, which is seven years into an experiment
in democracy, adding an element of stability to an
otherwise chaotic area. Rajava also celebrates women, ﬁghts ISIS, has an economy of cooperatives and
practices political plurality. These are similar values
that Americans embrace and protect.
Instead, by abandoning the Kurds, we are encouraging their slaughter and dashing hope for a more
just society. How can we, a seemingly caring nation,
allow one man to cause all this chaos?
Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz
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A successful and joyful exchange
A few weeks ago, New Paltz had a delegation of 14
citizens visiting from our sister city in Niimi, Japan.
Our sister city relationship with Niimi has existed
since 1998 and has resulted in many wonderful exchanges for students and community members. This
year, our Niimi guests were hosted by New Paltz
families and the New Paltz International Exchange
Association with generous support from Tom and
Corinne Nyquist -- The Nyquist Foundation, Mike
Beck -- P&G’s, Jim DeMaio -- State Farm Insurance,
Kip Ruger -- Smitty’s, Jarrod Nekos -- Dedrick’s Pharmacy, ShopRite, Vici Danskin -- a founding participant of the sister city program and Vickie Russell for
her music, which truly crossed any language barrier.
These contributions made for a successful and joyful experience for everyone involved. Thank you for
your generous sponsorship.
Dave Caccamo, President
New Paltz International Exchange Association

has been courage and hard work. As chair, she will
make us proud of her leadership. We are also proud
to have Pat Ryan leading the county. His initiatives
on opioid addiction, restorative justice, economic
development and the “Green New Deal” will transform Ulster County.
We are also strongly supporting Dave Clegg in his
race for District Attorney. Dave has devoted his life and
career to social justice and human rights. Along with
our Sheriﬀ Juan Figueroa and Pat Ryan, he will complete the circle of restorative justice in Ulster County.
With our ﬁne comptroller candidate March Gallagher and our next county Judge Bryan Rounds, we
complete the county lineup.
In Gardiner, our slate of Marybeth Majestic, Franco Carucci, Laura Walls and judge Bruce Blatchly will
provide distinguished leadership in the years ahead.
Remember your vote is crucial, now and next
year. Please come out either early or on November 5.
Mike Kruglinski
Gardiner

comes to New York State. That means Kavanagh’s
experience in a system that too often relies on lack
of transparency will no longer exist. We need fresh
eyes and innovative ideas to eﬀectively promote
public safety in this new era. Dave Clegg will bring
new and essential skillsets to the oﬃce. While Kavanagh has been wringing his hands about how to deal
with bail reform, Clegg has been studying diversion
programs for non-violent oﬀenders and, equally
important, legal ways to hold dangerous criminals.
You won’t get fearmongering from Dave. Instead, he
is focused on social justice and ways to ensure that
the reforms that come down from Albany will work
for the entire community. He is the perfect choice to
lead us through these changes -- a blend of intelligence,
heart and legal acumen. Dave Clegg has my vote.
Tom Nolan
New Paltz

Your vote is crucial,
now and next year

Support the Gardiner Library
and Proposition 414!

We are less than two weeks away from another
crucial local election. Even more exciting, on Saturday, October 26 we begin early voting. For Gardiner
residents, the closest location will be at Redeemer
Lutheran Church at 90 Route 32 South in New Paltz
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Go to the Ulster County BOE
site to check on hours and locations. It’s at “elections.ulstercountyny.gov.”
We hope many of our voters use this opportunity
to vote early and skip the election day lines in Gardiner. We hope for a massive showing of Gardiner
Democrats to support our candidates. In 2018, the
big turnout in Gardiner helped elect a wave of Democrats. This year is just as important.
We are very lucky to have both the chair of the Ulster County Legislature and the county executive as
Gardiner residents. Tracey Bartels is running again
to be our representative. The hallmark of her tenure

My family and I have lived in Gardiner since 2006
and during this time, the library has been invaluable to
our sense of community. From attending story times
with my three children, to presenting workshops to local youth, checking out books regularly and just bumping into other community members at the library, it
has been a safe, calm and enriching part of our lives.
The librarians know us by name and are always helpful
with ﬁnding the resources we need. Without the support of our library, Gardiner would not be the same.
Emi DiSciullo
Gardiner

I write in support of Dave Clegg for the position of
Ulster County District Attorney. For far too long, prosecutorial power has been narrowly focused on punishing and incarcerating those who commit crimes at all
levels. Of course, to keep us safe the “drivers of crime,”
i.e., those who cause signiﬁcant harm, should be removed from the community for an appropriate period.
At the same time, however, we need to pay much more
attention to promoting treatment and rehabilitation
for those who don’t pose a threat to public safety.
There is widespread agreement that the current
and primary emphasis on punishment and incarceration in the distribution of justice is not working.
Dave Clegg wants to change that. He wants to address the problems that plague our criminal justice
system, and with the help of his constituents -- you
and me -- to bring justice and safety to all of us in
Ulster County. We need Clegg as District Attorney;
he deserves our support.
Gerald Sorin
SUNY New Paltz

We need Dave Clegg
as our District Attorney

In support of Dave Clegg
In the race for Ulster County District Attorney,
Mike Kavanagh is touting his prosecutorial experience. On January 1, sweeping criminal justice reform



IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE WERE THE VICTIM
OF A SERIOUS CRIME WHO WOULD YOU
WANT TO PROSECUTE THE PERPETRATOR?
Obtained Convictions against Defendants
Charged with ...

KAVANAGH

OPPONENT

Murder



Ϭ

Rape/Domestic Violence



Ϭ

Child Abuse
Armed Robbery




Ϭ
Ϭ

Home Invasion



Ϭ

Drug Dealing/Gangs



Ϭ

Animal Abuse



Ϭ

Elect ~ Mike Kavanagh, Ulster County District Attorney
Rated ³Highly Qualified´by the Ulster County Bar Association

EXPERIENCE MATTERS!
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Michael J. Kavanagh Ulster County District Attorney, P.O. Box 4803, Kingston, New York 12402
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Susan Slotnick

My vote
At 7 a.m. this morning, the day after a major Jewish holiday, I was sent an e-mail asking me to listen
to a Jew for Jesus video and “keep an open mind.”
This person has espoused his tunnel funnel vision,
spewing his unsolicited zealotry to myself and others without the least crumb of understanding about
why his behavior is wrong. Implacable opinions
don’t allow space for oxygen; that seems to be the
norm nowadays.
Zealotry exists among an arm of most fundamentalist religions, and politically on both the right and
the left, in individuals too, who worship being right
at all costs.
I only have three friends I can talk to about issues.
All three are intimately familiar with our Hudson
Valley prisons. One was once incarcerated, another
volunteers and the third is a retired prison administrator.
When entering a prison in whatever capacity, all
your previous assumptions are challenged. The longer a person stays in connection with prisoners, correction oﬃcers and administrators, the more critical
thinking is required. My friends think about every
issue, without a preconceived knee-jerk ideology,
often they surprise me. What I value the most about
them is that I cannot predict their opinions. They
make me think.
We need elected oﬃcials like my friends, who

approach each
problem
with
objective analysis, who have a
backlog of vast
experience
in
their ﬁeld.
Recently, I
was on a panel
discussing mass
inc arceration.
One person was
in favor of closing all prisons
with no alternatives oﬀered. I found this example on
the internet to bolster that point of view regarding
an accountant who burned down an oﬃce building.
Instead of locking him up, it was suggested keeping
an eye on him, GPS monitoring and forcing him to
work as an accountant to pay back the cost of the
oﬃce building. Our prisons are not populated with
accountants, but with poor often black and brown
people who do not get a fair chance. We need politicians who can ﬁght injustice in the criminal justice
system.
I believe in restorative justice, a system of criminal
justice which focuses on the rehabilitation of oﬀenders through reconciliation with victims. It’s a good
idea, but it is not an alternative to incarceration. As

Please support the Gardiner Library
414 ballot initiative

David Clegg is the right choice
for District Attorney

Next month, Gardiner residents will have the opportunity to show their support for our library, one
of the social highlights of our town. By now, New Paltz
Times readers have seen dozens of letters in support
of the 414 ballot initiative. As treasurer of the library,
please allow me to provide a few more facts. As is
the case with most organizations, funding is needed
for two reasons: ﬁrst, to fund on-going operations
and second, to make capital improvements and repairs. In each area, we face several problems. First,
the majority of our funding comes from tax levies.
These have not increased since the library opened,
despite a near 20% increase in the cost of living. As
such, for the last three years, the library has operated in the red. Second, it is likely that our initial
funding set eleven years ago was never suﬃcient to
start with. To support this, I will cite the Ramapo
Catskill Library System’s (RCLS) 2018 Highlights. In
this booklet, on page 37, the RCLS provided a statistical summary of each member library. This summary
listed the population served and the total incomes of
individual libraries. The summary also showed the
statistics for an average library. Based on those averages, the Gardiner Library ought to have an operating income of $528,218. Instead, our library’s income
(from all sources) is $305,960 (about 57% of what it
should be). Third, libraries need funding to produce
surpluses. These surpluses allow the library to place
funds into a capital reserve. This reserve is used to
fund capital repairs such as a new roof, repairs to
a parking lot and most importantly, repairs -- and
eventual replacement of -- the heating, ventilation
and air conditioning (HVAC) system. Not surprisingly, the lack of these funds has now created a serious
problem. Last week, our HVAC technician advised
that the boiler was no longer operational, and that it
will need to be replaced at a cost of $37,000. As the
library cannot pay for this and remain operational,
we are now facing the winter season without heat.
Hopefully, Gardiner voters will see the current
level of funding is simply not allowing for continued
operation. Please vote yes on the library’s ballot initiative. Thank you.
Stephen Weir
Gardiner

We get to choose a new District Attorney of Ulster
County November 5. Did you ever think about what
a DA does? Have you ever seriously considered who
you should vote for as DA? David Clegg is the candidate I will be voting for. David’s goal as DA will be to
ﬁnd the truth, help determine what action is most
ﬁtting, including rehabilitation for the guilty person
and play an active role in seeking resources to deliver a good outcome for society and for the guilty party. He seeks reforms in the criminal justice system
-- ”which will provide treatment and rehabilitation
for persons with substance abuse disorders, mental
health problems, veterans and youth.” David, along
with our newly elected sheriﬀ Juan Figueroa will
help set the tone for law enforcement and the delivery of justice in Ulster County. This is what David
Clegg has promised.
We have the unique opportunity to choose a person who has established his campaign objectives as
dictated by his conscience. His background testiﬁes
to the fact that David Clegg is a good and eﬀective
person. Outside of his considerable achievements in
the practice of law, he is chairperson of the Ulster
County Human Rights Commission and has served
on the Board of Family of Woodstock.
He has volunteered with Ulster County Habitat for
Humanity and the Ralph Darmstadt Homeless Shelter. David has served on the Ulster County Board of
Health for two terms and is a board member of Caring Hands Soup Kitchen and Midtown Rising. He is a
deacon at his church and coaches youth basketball.
Dave also teaches college-level classes at the Woodbourne Prison as part of the Rising Hope program.
“The ﬁrst step to be a good man is this: You must
deeply feel the burden of the stones someone else is
carrying.” --Mehmet Murat Ildan
David Clegg feels those burdens. I encourage you
to share them with him.
Jackie Swartzberg
New Paltz

the gentlemen in prison have told me, “There are
people who need to be locked up. Some, forever.”
These men sometimes refer to volunteers with very
progressive calciﬁed attitudes as “tree huggers.”
We need to elect people who are neither tree huggers nor right-wing zealots. I would trust a prison
volunteer to rationally solve problems in our criminal justice system.
It just so happens one is running for District Attorney.
I met David Clegg, many years ago, when he outstretched his hand to shake mine in the lobby of
Woodbourne Correctional Facility. He was, and I believe still is, a volunteer in a program entitled, Rising
Hope.
Now he is running for Ulster County District Attorney, a position of tremendous import. The DA determines who to charge, which charges to bring, how
much bail to request, what sentences to recommend
and whether to reduce or dismiss charges. Clegg believes in common sense diversion programs, which
provide treatment and rehabilitation for persons
with substance abuse disorders, mental health problems, veterans and youth.
I heard him speak with great sensitivity about the
special circumstances present in domestic violence
disputes where Restorative Justice Practices might
need special tweaking. It was clear he thought this
issue through, realizing each issue requires consideration in the moment based on varying circumstances.
No fame, wealth, glory or votes are garnered by
going inside prison walls year after year and quietly
sacriﬁcing your time and energy one on one, to be
part of the solution. David Clegg has, that is why I
trust him. He lives what he believes in and I encourage all who are reading this to vote for him. He is
needed.

understands this as a public health crisis, who will
approach non-violent addicts as people in need of
treatment and rehabilitation rather than as criminals
to be locked up. Dave Clegg is the man for the job.
Harriet Fein
New Paltz

Russian agents
Has Hillary been asked if Monica was a Russian
agent?
Jack Habersberger
New Paltz

Calling all teachers
The One Book Committee is extremely pleased
to oﬀer a workshop on avoiding hatred on Thursday, November 7, at 4 p.m., at the New Paltz Middle
School Library, 196 Main Street. Facing History and
Ourselves, a highly regarded national organization,
is presenting the program, and the New Paltz School
District is oﬀering credit on “My Learning Plan” to
those who submit a conference request.
Teachers, please do take advantage of this rare opportunity to gain insight, tools and strategies to use
in your classrooms on this important topic of how to
stand up to bigotry and hate.
This program is made possible by donations from
SUNY’s Provost Oﬃce, the Benjamin Center and the
Sojourner Truth Library. The program is free and
open to the public, but since attendance is limited,
please register by contacting Robin Jacobowitz as
soon as possible at jacobowr@newpaltz.edu to reserve your place.
For more information on the Facing History workshop and the One Book schedule of events, please go
to new paltz.edu/benjamincenter/events/one-bookone-new-paltz.
Myra Sorin, Committee member
One Book/ One New Paltz

Dave Clegg is the man for the job

Vote Michael J. Kavanagh
for Ulster County District Attorney

The opioid crisis is devastating our country, our
state and our community. In the 2018 report, Ulster
County had the highest opioid overdose death rate
in New York State. We need a District Attorney who

It is not very often that I feel so passionate about
a candidate that I ﬁnd myself compelled to write a
letter in support of that candidate. That is the case
with Michael J. Kavanagh who is seeking the position
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of Ulster County District Attorney.
I ﬁrst met Mike while I was serving in the Ulster
County Legislature representing District 1 towns of
Wawarsing, Rochester and a part of Marbletown.
Although Mike and I were on diﬀerent sides of the
political aisle, I found him to be an open, honest,
trustworthy individual and a man of great integrity.
All the characteristics one would look for in a District Attorney.
Mike is a prosecutor, pure and simple. He is not
an attorney who took a couple of classes in criminal prosecution. You can’t call him to draft your will
or handle a real estate transaction for you. You can,
however, call on him should you become the unfortunate victim of a crime and need a strong advocate,
one who will ﬁght for justice for you, justice for all. He
is someone who will treat all parties with dignity and
respect and, most importantly, will ﬁght to protect the
safety of all the residents of Ulster County. I can think
of no stronger advocate than Michael J. Kavanagh and I
urge you to join me in supporting Michael J. Kavanagh
to be Ulster County’s next District Attorney.
Mary F. Sheeley
Ellenville

I support March Gallagher’s
candidacy for Ulster County
Comptroller

tern for Progress informed and shaped public policy
development. One study heralded by March was on
how the aging population in the Hudson Valley is impacting the healthcare system… that study is cited by
the New York Caring Majority and others to create
more homecare -- that’s for us!
Later, I worked closely with March in my hunger
relief work, in which I am still currently engaged,
while she was in her role as CEO of Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley. March walked independently; fairly and squarely right down the middle of the
road to ensure she could maintain relations on all sides
-- alienating nobody -- which I know she will do as our
comptroller. She championed a slew of important philanthropic causes ranging from the arts and education
to animal welfare to emergency feeding, driven with
passion and concern, and always went above and beyond in her ﬁscal oversight of ﬁnancial contributions
as if they came from her own checkbook. March painstakingly avoided personal and professional conﬂicts of
interest, no matter how challenging. That’s integrity.
I am conﬁdent that March’s qualities of integrity,
transparency and accountability within her work
ethos will safeguard Ulster County tax dollars in our
era of growth.
Carrie Jones Ross
Marlboro

An interesting lapse

I am writing in support of March Gallagher’s candidacy for Ulster County Comptroller. I have been
professionally engaged with March for over six
years; ﬁrst through her role as Chief Strategy Oﬃcer
with Pattern for Progress and then again as Chief Executive Oﬃcer and President of Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley.
I had ﬁrst become acquainted with March when I
was working as a journalist. She was serving as chair
of Ulster County’s Industrial Development Agency
and later as head of Ulster County Economic Development and was highly impressed with her work
ethos -- which included accountability and transparency -- in a time when those traits were not always
appreciated.
Later, I watched March serve as a vital conduit between critical regional data generated by the regional
think tank, Pattern for Progress, and the community-at-large; generating, studying, analyzing and then
delivering sensitive albeit signiﬁcant statistics on issues such as housing, healthcare, infrastructure and
more. March always made sure the greater community and its leaders had these important ﬁndings for
consideration by always reaching out across multiple
sectors. March has a knack for rounding-up community, organizations and community members of all
ilk to the same table for civil discussion, while also
ensuring that anyone not native to the issues could
easily and quickly learn about them. March did this,
in part, simply by making herself available with a
refreshing “open door” policy… which she still employs today. The outcome of March’s work with Pat-

Thank you for your coverage of Congressperson
Delgado recently coming face to face with Mid-Hudson Extinction Rebellion (XR) at SUNY New Paltz.
It certainly is disappointing, but predictable, that
Rep. Delgado is squarely in favor of endeavors that
promote extinction, via new toxic fracked fuel projects such as Dannskammer in our region. Typically,
Republican politicians boast about emitting more
greenhouse gases and otherwise polluting air, water,
soil with neurotoxins and carcinogens, so that bil-

lionaires like the Kochs can make yet more billions,
whereas Democrats like Clinton, Cuomo and Delgado wring their hands and shed crocodile tears about
the climate crisis, and then support the planet-killing
toxic fuel endeavors just like the Republicans and for
the same reasons. Frack fuel industries donate to the
Dems just like they do to the GOP.
Your article ended with a complaint from an attendee at the Delgado event about (alleged) Democrats dissenting with one another. Members of XR
and Food and Water Watch etc. are not all necessarily Dems. As of matter of fact, members of XR who
were arrested at the event and photographed in
your article, Margaret Human and Steve Greenﬁeld,
are Green Party members. Your writer’s mention of
Greenﬁeld as having run against Delgado but failure
to note that Greenﬁeld was the Green Party candidate was an interesting lapse. Unlike the Democratic, WF, Libertarian and the Independence Parties,
the Green Party stands unequivocally for environmental (and social) justice and against all toxic fuel
endeavors. Period.
Barbara Kidney, Chair
Hudson Valley Green Party
Shawangunk
A response from the writer: The writer made no lapse.
He avoids mentioning party registration whenever possible, believing that people and their actions should be
judged individually, rather than solely upon an arbitrary data point such as gender identity, skin color, socioeconomic status, fashion sensibility, body shape or
the contents of a piece of paper ﬁled in Kingston. In this
article, the only reference was in a direct quote from an
attendee.

Vote for Lisa Cutten
for Ulster County Comptroller
I hope voters of all parties are following the race
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County Legislator, District 16
Proven Leadership. Real Results.
ƐŚĂŝƌŽĨƚŚĞhůƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚǇ>ĞŐŝƐůĂƚƵƌĞĂŶĚǇŽƵƌƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ͕/ǁŽƌŬŚĂƌĚƚŽůŝƐƚĞŶĂŶĚƌĞƐƉŽŶĚƚŽǇŽƵƌĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ͘tĞĂƌĞŽŶƚƌĂĐŬƚŽ
ĚĞůŝǀĞƌƚŚĞlowest county property ƚĂǆĞƐŝŶĂĚĞĐĂĚĞ͘ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĂƚƐĂŵĞƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚƉƵďůŝĐƐĂĨĞƚǇĂŶĚ
ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ͕ĂŶĚĞǆƉĂŶĚĞĚĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂŶĚĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘tŽƌŬŝŶŐĂĐƌŽƐƐƉĂƌƚǇůŝŶĞƐ͕/ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚŐƌĞĞŶŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐƚŚĂƚƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ
ďŽƚŚŽƵƌŶĂƚƵƌĂůĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂŶĚŽƵƌŚĞĂůƚŚ͘dŽĚĂǇ͕hůƐƚĞƌŽƵŶƚǇŝƐĂŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů
ůĞĂĚĞƌ͘/ŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶǇŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌĨŽƌϮϱǇĞĂƌƐĂŶĚŝƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶŵǇŐƌĞĂƚŚŽŶŽƌƚŽƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚǇŽƵĨŽƌŶĞĂƌůǇ
ŚĂůĨƚŚĂƚƟŵĞ͘/ĂŵĂƐŬŝŶŐĨŽƌǇŽƵƌĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĂŶĚǇŽƵƌǀŽƚĞ͘dŚĞƌĞŝƐŵŽƌĞŐŽŽĚǁŽƌŬƚŽďĞĚŽŶĞ͘

Tracey Bartels works across party lines to get the job done. On November 5th, send Tracey Bartels back to the Legislature.

Vote
Row A ALL THE WAY!
WĂŝĚĨŽƌďǇ'ĂƌĚŝŶĞƌĞŵŽĐƌĂƟĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ
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It’s the economy

Providing inspiration
A bully pulpit is a conspicuous position that
provides an opportunity to speak out and be listened
to. This term was coined by United States president
Theodore Roosevelt, who referred to his oﬃce as a
bully pulpit, by which he meant a terriﬁc platform
from which to advocate an agenda.
The Ulster County executive’s oﬃce often carries a plywood podium with the Ulster County seal
on its front to wherever the county executive is the
major speaker. The pictures the media take at such
events appear on screens and in printed publications. Sometimes what the county executive has to
say is new and important. At other times, the news
release merely repeats what already has been said
in a slightly altered conﬁguration of familiar words.
Truth to tell, the release last Thursday about the
creation of the “ﬁrst-ever Department of Economic
Development” was more the latter than the former.
But isn’t repetition supposed to be the mother of
learning? Repetitio mater studiorum est.
Economic development was previously handled
by personnel embedded in the county planning department. Executive Pat Ryan wants to emphasize
the importance of a new separate department and
other measures to support his initiative “to grow
and diversify our economy for all.” He’s already announced the appointment of Lisa Berger to head the
new department and earlier in October released a
budget for it.
At a press conference last Thursday Ryan spent a
few moments making the announcement behind the
podium in one corner of the small room on the sixth
ﬂoor of the county oﬃce building in Kingston. Then
he moved to the other side of the room and sat at
a table covered with a blue tablecloth with a placard announcing “Grow and diversify our economy

for Ulster County Comptroller. The county comptroller has the extremely important job of auditing
the money that comes into and goes out of Ulster
County -- over $350 million/year.
What if a contractor bills the county twice? What
if some money gets embezzled? A good comptroller
will ﬁnd out and speak up.
Lisa Cutten is a Certiﬁed Public Accountant with
35 years of experience in government auditing. She
has been comptroller of Poughkeepsie and Fishkill
and treasurer of the City of Kingston. She has caught
people bilking Ulster County and brought them to
justice. You can watch her describe it on a video of
the comptroller candidate debate at dailyfreeman.
com.
Her opponent is March Gallagher, a lawyer with a
Master’s degree in public health, who has worked on
women’s issues and economic development in addition to her private legal practice. She has never held
an auditing position. She ran for county executive
this year and then dropped out, allowing Pat Ryan to
win. Pat Ryan now supports her candidacy.
This isn’t a matter of political right and left. It’s
a matter of someone who is highly qualiﬁed versus
someone who is poorly qualiﬁed and a little too
chummy with Pat Ryan for the public good.
I wish March Gallagher well in her future career,
as long as it is not Ulster County Comptroller. There
is no reason for her to take that position when Lisa
Cutten can bring years of auditing experience and a
gutsy political independence to the job.
Nancy Schauﬄer
Woodstock

Lisa Cutten can and will do the best
job for us as our comptroller
I am one of the many Ulster County voters that
doesn’t belong to a political party. Socially I’m
slightly to the left on social issues and a little more
than slightly to the right on government spending. I
fully support government helping those in need, but

Pat Ryan speaking at the Ashokan rail-trail opening
ceremony last Friday morning.

for all” hanging to its front. Two small images of the
county seal ﬂanked the placard. A pair of county

I expect it to be done eﬃciently and eﬀectively. The
role of comptroller is to insure that the taxpayers are
getting what they paid for.
Next year, Ulster County will have a freshman executive with an untried staﬀ and at least ﬁve new legislators to govern our county. Now, more than ever,
we’ll need a competent comptroller who has the
training and experience of detecting governmental
waste and fraud.
Before deciding on who you’ll vote for in November, visit the candidates for comptroller’s Facebook
and campaign sites. Evaluate their qualiﬁcations and
experience and then choose the one you think will
best do the job.
If you do that, then I’m sure you’ll be joining me in
voting for Lisa Cutten, as the position calls for a accounting expert and she is one. Cutten can and will
do the best job for us as our comptroller.
Thomas Kadgen
Shokan

The common-sense choice
for Ulster County DA
I rarely talk politics, I don’t get heavily involved in
political candidacy action and I am not registered in
either major political party. I have always used what
can only be considered as common-sense judgement
to drive my voting decisions based on the constituents he or she will serve.
So why would I be writing a letter in support of
Mike Kavanagh who is running for Ulster County
District Attorney? I recently had the chance to speak
with Mike and came away from our discussion compelled to get behind him. There was no political air
to the conversation. He genuinely cares about doing what’s right and putting the protection of Ulster
County citizens ﬁrst.
I’d also hope experience counts in this position.
Mike is already serving in many of the capacities he
would if he were to be voted in this November. He
has over 20 years of prosecution experience while

legislators and a handful of other notables stood behind Ryan. A photo op!
Very little is more certain than the appointment of
Berger and the passage of a 2020 county budget conﬁrming funding for the oﬃce. “This new department
structure allows for robust leadership, transparent
approaches to delivering economic development for
all,” said the announcement of the 2020 executive
preliminary budget on October 3, “and will allow the
county to put funds behind a new approach to economic development in Ulster County by increasing
spending by nearly 25 percent.”
The 2020 executive budget proposes four positions in the new Department of Economic Development. Regular pay for the four positions is budgeted
at $292,046, including $98,101 for the director. Retirement, Social Security payments and health beneﬁts will add $143,750 to that number.
In the 2020 budget, Berger will, for all practical
purposes, be replacing the previous deputy director
for economic development in the planning department, Suzanne Holt. And a new position of deputy
director of economic development will replace one
of the planning department’s business service administrators at similar pay.
An additional $275,000 is tucked into the $757,096
total departmental budget for professional services
such as consultants. That’s where the new spending
will actually go.
At the same time, the departure of the positions
for business services from the Planning Department
has reduced the planning budget (expenses minus revenues) from $1.81 million in the amended 2019 budget
to $924,000 in the recommended 2020 executive budget. That transfer will be where planning expenses will
be cut, allowing the prudent accommodation of the
new positions in the new department.
The revised organizational structure for Ulster
County economic development is merely the vehicle
for the accomplishment of Pat Ryan’s ambitions. It’s a
starting point. How well it will succeed will depend on
the smarts, skills and inspiration breathed into it by its
participants. Growing and diversifying our economy
won’t be easy, but it’s a highly desirable goal.
-- Geddy Sveikauskas

his opponent has been practicing law for 40 years
with no prosecutions under his belt.
Mike Kavanagh is just the common-sense choice.
Greg DeCelle
Saugerties

Protecting irresponsible
public officials
On September 10, a majority of the New Paltz
Democratic Committee took a vote against my writing to the paper regarding, for example, Eve’s improper actions as Planning Board chair. The problem with that vote is that none of those committee
members attempted to verify the facts of the matter
before voting.
As one example, on July 17, 2018, Eve led the
Planning Board in the unlawful approval of application PB18-16 for unlawful property development
on Huguenot Street, the village neighborhood with
the most expensive homes and the most restrictive
zoning in the village. This action by Eve’s board was
explicitly prohibited by local law, the Village Code
§212-17 D-1, which states that there shall be no exceptions to Village Code §212-17 C.
Village Code §212-17 C makes it unlawful for the
second building, on the property, a barn, to be used
as a residence, in this case by installing a one-bedroom apartment. The barn could lawfully be used
as a library, or a museum, or an art gallery, or an art
school, or used as a house of worship, but it may not
be used as a residence.
In my letter to the New Paltz Times, I had stated
that Eve, the Planning Board chair, is not familiar with
the Village Code. In order for Eve to lead the Planning
Board in this unlawful approval, either she is unfamiliar with the law or she knows the law and deliberately
acted in violation of it. Which would be worse?
A municipality’s code is the Master Plan memorialized in law, and the Planning Board is required to
adhere scrupulously to the law in the process of site
plan review. It is the chair’s responsibility to make
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sure that this happens. Should the Democratic Committee be in the habit of protecting public oﬃcials
who behave irresponsibly in oﬃce?
Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Please join me in voting for Dave
Clegg for District Attorney
It’s time for new leadership in the DA’s oﬃce. I want
Ulster County to have a criminal justice system that
provides equal justice for all, including our most vulnerable residents: the poor, women, immigrant communities and people of color. Dave Clegg’s approach
to the District Attorney’s oﬃce -- understanding the
public health dimension of drug addiction, making use
of diversionary programs for youth and implementing
smart bail reform, all while keeping violent oﬀenders
oﬀ the streets -- will create such a system. Please join
me in voting for Dave Clegg for District Attorney.
Martha Afzal
New Paltz

and-ﬁle. Therefore, the “D,” “R,” “WFP,” or “C” are
less telling. Too often uninformed voters (that’s most
of us as far as the Supreme Court goes) depend on
the party designation rather than knowledge about
the candidates. I recommend that voters do some
research before casting their ballot for the three Supreme Court vacancies (this year there are four candidates for three positions). Google the candidates
and their legal background. Do they represent the
powerful over the average person? Do they work for
the public good or for large corporations? We need
to determine -- without their campaign message
since they cannot speak about how they would rule
in cases -- their legal history, experience and who
they represent.
As a Democrat, I’m supporting Pat Ryan, Dave
Clegg, March Gallagher, and Bryan Rounds on the
county level. The local Democratic candidates will
get my vote too. But I will be fully informed about all
the Third Judicial District Supreme Court candidates
before I cast my vote. I hope you will be too.
Christine Dinsmore
Saugerties

The real facts on climate change
In their disappointing letters to the New Paltz
Times (October 17, 2019) -- both George Civile and
John Habersberger persist in clinging to the tired
denial of anthropogenic planetary warming, being
endlessly promoted by the powerful mouthpieces of
the fossil fuel industry.
Mr. Civile (being a critical thinker) prides himself on allying himself with the “compelling” (but
unstated) research of the 3% scientiﬁc dissenters,
who proudly reject the current 97% “consensus.” Of
course, consensus alone is no guarantee of correctness, but George, unfortunately, provides us with no
direct factual climate information in his long letter to
back up his minority opinion.
Mr. Habersberger, alternately, chooses to parrot the talking point: “climate change, for better or
worse, has always been around” -- without acknowledging that the current rate of global warming and
planetary ice melt has been rapidly accelerating -- in
close correlation with the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Time lapse photographs of major glaciers worldwide, since about
1850, reveal this alarming trend.
It is indeed true that major changes to our climate
have occurred over many thousands of years -- but
we simply do not have the scientiﬁc data needed to
pinpoint the precise causes for these changes. There
are many possibilities though -- such as major variations in the solar cycle, impacts from asteroids, massive volcanic eruptions or even perturbations in the
earth’s orbit around the sun! None of these other
“natural” factors, however, have had any notable effect on our climate over the last two centuries.
Sadly, both of these gentlemen completely ignore
the enormous eﬀects of growing human activity on
the ecological balances of our planet over the last
170 years. Human population is now approaching
ten billion -- with each person requiring increasing
amounts of fossil energy to maintain their modern
life requirements.
The fact is (not theories) that we simply cannot ignore the growing empirical evidence that we ALONE
are causing a major shift in the temperature regulating mechanism of our planet -- that has already demonstrated the potential: to ﬂood our coastal cities;
cause excessive droughts, storms and inland ﬂooding; result in dangerously high temperatures for continued human habitation in many regions; and melt
critical glacial sources of fresh water for regions subject to extended dry seasons.
Peter V. Fiorentino
Rosendale

Get fully informed
The Third Judicial District Supreme Court election
is the least understood race on the ballot. Yet, it’s
the longest commitment of any election -- a 14-year
term. This court hears mostly civil cases and its decisions aﬀect our everyday lives. We are seeing the
court in action now with the case against the Karolys
construction and demolition dump in Saugerties.
Unlike other political party endorsed candidates,
the Supreme Court nominees are chosen by a handful of delegates -- often voting in lockstep with the
county party chairs -- not in a primary or by local
party committee members who represent the rank-

Join me in voting yes on November
5 for Proposition 414
I am so proud to live in a town where the staﬀ and
Board of our library have succeeded in turning the
facility into a true center of community activity.
Every so often, an opportunity comes along that
just feels right. So please join me in voting YES on
November 5 for Proposition 414, which will result in
a slight increase to the Gardiner Library budget.
Glenn Gidaly
Gardiner

Election day?
It still is an important day, but we don’t need to
go to the polls that day! Early voting has been approved and we can vote October 26-November 3,
next weekend included. So, no more twisting your
schedule around on Election day to make it to the
polls, no more applying for an absentee ballot (unless you would be out even during the early voting
days). Be sure to take advantage of this new feature
of our voting process!
Misha Harnick
New Paltz

We face important elections
Does anyone still believe Donald Trump is ﬁt to
lead our country, even after his unilateral, friendforsaking, bloodbath-inviting withdrawal of troops
from Syria?
If you’re certain you didn’t make a grave mistake
on November 8, 2016, and that the man you elected
that day didn’t make one on October 13, 2019, stop
reading. My words will only fuel your anger at us
damned Dems too blind to see how great your president is and how badly the fake media treats him.
And that’s not what I want, especially since, thanks
to your president, America is already erupting with
anger.
But read on if you ever ﬁnd yourself regretting
your vote in 2016 -- if Trump’s words and deeds
sometimes repulse you; if you sometimes sense that
those words and deeds feed your fear of “the other,”
and that this fear may be misplaced; if you suspect
that voting for someone just because he’ll deepen
your already-deep pockets is wrong; if, alas, your
pockets aren’t deep, and you worry that the Trump
Gang will pick your pockets for the few scraps they
contain in order to fatten their own bulging pockets;
if you sometimes question your deeply held belief
that abortion is more sinful than separating children
from their parents and then putting those children
in cages, more sinful than your president’s defying
science and deﬁling the environment that every
child everywhere -- caged, uncaged, yet-unborn -will inhabit; or if you have other misgivings.
We face important elections. We can vote early
-- between October 26 and November 3 -- or on
Election Day, November 5. Please do! And if you’re
a loyal Republican but have misgivings about your
president, vote knowing that none of his loyal candidates have dared say a word -- maybe because there
are none -- to rebuke him and ease those misgivings.
Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

Dave Clegg is the best person
for the job of District Attorney
I support Dave Clegg for Ulster County District Attorney. He is smart, honest, fair and experienced. He
is the perfect choice to lead the DA’s oﬃce as Ulster
County navigates the criminal justice reforms that
take eﬀect in January.
Nationally, criminal justice reform is a bipartisan
issue. We need someone who is committed to joining the 21st century by keeping us safe while making
the reforms work. Dave will make sure that criminal
behavior, not poverty, will keep someone in jail. He
will use the available tools to ensure that people with
serious mental illness and addiction get the help
they need, that dangerous criminals are prosecuted
and that the community and victim are protected
and healed. Dave is the best person for the job.
Ruth Levine
Woodstock

Thanks for your support
Thank you so much to all who came out to the Community Bliss Out: A Fundraiser for Sparrow’s Nest
Charity this past Sunday at New Paltz Community Acupuncture -- what an amazing turnout! We loved giving
you all deeply relaxing care all for donations to Sparrow’s Nest. Over $1,700 was raised for them!
Thank you so much to the practitioners who joined
me in donating our time and services: Kelly Collinson, LMT; Dawn Iler, LMT; Lynn Carrol Gilbert, LMT;
Pattie Cutroneo, Reiki practitioner; Jaimi Tarasoﬀ,
Reiki practitioner; Nancy Plumer, One Light Healing
Touch practitioner.
Thank you to all of the local businesses who generously donated all of the raﬄe prizes -- that was an
incredible raﬄe list!
Karma Road, Rhino Records, Manny’s Art Supplies, Kitchenette, Bliss-Full Meditation, Kelly Collinson LMT, Pattie Cutroneo Reiki, Jack’s Rhythms,
Barner Books, Inquiring Minds Bookstore, The Bakery, Handmade & More, Pegasus Shoes, Center for
Therapeutic Massage, Lagusta’s Luscious/Commissary!, Hokkaido, Living Seed Yoga, High Falls Food
Co-op, Lola’s Cafe, Mountain Float Spa, Wallkill View
Farm, Bodymind Massage, Solavis Holistic Coaching, Green Cottage, Jenkinstown Day Spa, Rosendale
Cafe, Tweefontein Herb Farm.
Thank you to Matt Nobile for volunteering to play
beautiful live music in the relaxation room.
Thank you to Carrie Hirschﬁeld, CSW, and to Peak
Nutrition for donating the use of your oﬃces for extra space.
Thanks to the New Paltz Regional Chamber of
Commerce for coming out to kick things oﬀ with a
ten-year anniversary ribbon cutting for NPCA.
And thank you to Sparrow’s Nest Charity for all
that you do to help the families in our area who are
going through incredibly diﬃcult times. It was an
honor to honor you that day.
I love our community so much -- the kindness and
generosity of all of you ﬁlls and warms my heart.
Amy Benac, M.S., L.AC.
New Paltz Community Acupuncture

Support Michael Kavanagh
for District Attorney
Our daughter, Karen, was the victim of a terrible
crime and as a result, our family suﬀered a terrible
and enduring loss. Every day we give thanks that
the men responsible were made to fully account for
what they had done and ultimately brought to justice
because of the outstanding work done by the New
York State Police and the Ulster County District Attorney’s Oﬃce.
That experience, as diﬃcult as it was for our entire family, makes clear to us how crucial it is to have
talented and dedicated professionals in the District
Attorney’s oﬃce -- and that is why in this year’s election for Ulster County District Attorney we are supporting Michael Kavanagh. He is a gifted, caring and
competent prosecutor who as Ulster County’s Chief
Assistant District Attorney has already shown he can
do the job -- and do it well.
We urge all our friends and Ulster County residents
to vote for Mike Kavanagh for District Attorney.
Patricia Zentner
Robert Zentner
Tillson
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Why I support Dave Clegg
for Ulster County DA
Dave Clegg has the essential qualities that will
make him an ideal district attorney for Ulster County. Not only does he have integrity, is knowledgeable
and has vast experience, but he will aggressively
prosecute crime while at the same time he will not
prosecute for its own sake but will seek justice case
by case. The tough-on-crime approach that has been
the hallmark of the Republicans who have held the
district attorney position in Ulster County since
1850, does not get at the root causes of crime.
Dave Clegg as District Attorney will have the power
to create restorative pathways -- especially for kids, veterans and those suﬀering from addiction and mental
illnesses -- to programs designed to help rehabilitate
them, rather than simply locking them up, which will
ultimately really protect victims and the community.
I hope you will join me in voting for Dave Clegg on
November 5.
Jacki Brownstein
New Paltz

Dave Clegg for District Attorney
Dave Clegg has been a local criminal defense attorney in this community for more than 40 years and is
the candidate who would most eﬀectively serve this
county as district attorney. As your DA, Dave would
be tough on crime and knows how to put hardened
criminals behind bars when it is warranted, but he
also knows that this county and this nation are incarcerating way too many individuals when there are
more eﬀective, humane and ﬁnancially practical alternatives out there. Consider that 74% of all arrests
in Ulster County are just for misdemeanor charges.
Only 26% are for felony charges.
New York State leads the nation in the expansion
and use of drug treatment courts and other specialty
courts such as those for family treatment and mental
health, but these options have been poorly utilized
in Ulster County to date. Drug courts use a collaborative approach to treatment involving defense attorney, prosecutors, treatment and education providers, and law enforcement oﬃcials. Non-violent
oﬀenders voluntarily enter the program in which
rules are clearly deﬁned and a contract between the
oﬀender, attorneys, the District Attorney and the
court is signed. Results from these treatments programs statewide have been overwhelmingly positive.
There are 141 drug courts in operation statewide

but only one in Ulster County. It is located in the City
of Kingston and has 36 individuals involved. By contrast, Orange County has two drug courts, one opioid court, and two mental health courts with close to
400 defendants involved in these programs.
Unfortunately, there is resistance to change and
some candidates can ﬁnd it more politically useful to
voice get-tough-on-crime policies. This often encourages nonviolent oﬀenders to become violent criminals,
devastating both families and victims. Ulster County
can and will do better and its citizens will be safer with
Dave Clegg as your District Attorney.
Andrea Barrist Stern
Hurley

Thanks to Phillies Bridge Fall Fest
volunteers
Thanks to all who helped make the Phillies Bridge
Farm Fall Festival a success! It was a beautiful day
and hundreds of people came together to celebrate
the end of the growing season with us. Many members of the community volunteered or contributed
to the event in various ways, and we could not have
done it without you!
Many thanks to the musicians who provided excellent entertainment, including Ed Daley, Richard
and Amy Devlin, Kyle G. Carlson and Jay and Weezer
Miles.
A number of local vendors joined us this year including John Fischer Photography, New Hope Girls,
LuLaRoe, Just for You Creations, High Falls Hemp,
Don Sparks Polaroids and Health Discovery.
Several local merchants contributed items for our
raﬄe including Manny’s Art Supplies, John Fischer
Photography, Inquiring Minds Bookstore, Karma
Road Organic Cafe, P&G’s, Rock and Snow, Krause’s
Chocolates, Boscobel House and Gardens and Community Playthings. Thanks also to Lagunitas Brewing Company and Susan Loxley-Friedle of Shawangunk Country Canners.
Volunteers also turned out in force. Many thanks
to Erica Wagner and Mike Patterson and the whole
SUNY Make a Diﬀerence Day crew. Thanks to the
Woodcrest Bruderhof volunteers, to Sunﬂower Art
Studios and to our awesome intern Jenna DiMarzo.
It really takes a village to hold an event like this.
We had a great time doing it, and we look forward to
working with all of you next year!
Ariana Basco and Brian Obach, Co-Presidents
Phillies Bridge Farm Project
New Paltz

Ulster Publishing Special Section

Black Friday
Shop local

Ready, set, go!
/URűGUIDEűFORűTHEűOFůCIALűSTARTűOFűTHEűHOLIDAYűSHOPPINGűSEASONű",!#+űű7()4%ű4HEMEDű
.OűCOLORűAVAILABLE ű#ALLűYOURűSALESPERSONűFORűTHEű"LACKű&RIDAYű"ARGAIN

Reach your
target customers

Be included

2EACHűOVERű űPRINTűREADERSűINűFOURűCOUNTIESűWITHINű
TRUSTEDűCOMMUNITYűWEEKLYűNEWSPAPERS űINCLUDINGűTHOUSANDSűOFűSUBSCRIBERSű!űDIGITALűVERSIONűOFűTHEűSECTIONűWILLű
ALSOű APPEARű ONű HUDSONVALLEYONECOM ű WHICHű RECEIVESű
  űMONTHLYűVISITORS űMANYűFROMű.EWű9ORKű#ITYű!LLű
SORTSűOFűPEOPLEűREADű5LSTERű0UBLISHINGűPAPERS űBUTűWEREű
ESPECIALLYű POPULARű AMONGű UPPER INCOMEű READERSű WHOű
VALUEűCOMMUNITYűANDűBUYINGűLOCALLYű!SűTHEűLARGESTűINDEPENDENTűLOCALűMEDIAűCOMPANYűDEDICATEDűTOűLOCALűNEWS ű
WEűATTRACTűJUSTűTHEűTYPEűOFűREADERűMOSTűLIKELYűTOűMAKEűAű
SPECIALűPOINTűOFűPATRONIZINGűLOCALűBUSINESSES

Pullout section
$EADLINEűűŕű0UBLISHEDű

#ATSKILL
4ANNERSVILLE

-ARGARETVILLE

3AUGERTIES
7OODSTOCK
Kingston

2HINEBECK

.EWű0ALTZ
%LLENVILLE

Poughkeepsie

"EACON

New York City

845-334-8200
INFO ULSTERPUBLISHINGCOMű\űEXPLOREHUDSONVALLEYCOMADVERTISE

Legals
LEGAL NOTICE
DIGNIFIED DWELLINGS, LLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 8/22/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, PO BOX
1506, Olivebridge, NY
12461. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
DECOLUSI
PARTNERS LLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 7/25/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, 22 Cutler
Hill Road, Eddyville,
NY 12401. Purpose:
Any lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
BEARSVILLE
CENTER LLC Art. Of Org.
Filed Sec. of State of
NY 8/27/19. Oﬀ. Loc.
: Ulster Co. SSNY
designated as agent
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY to mail
copy of process to
The LLC, 35 Van Wagner Road, Willow, NY
12495. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
LOCAL HOSPITALITY
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed
Sec. of State of NY
9/5/19. Oﬀ. Loc. : ErieCo. SSNY designated
as agent upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
to mail copy of process to The LLC, 153
Meadowview Lane,
Williamsville,NY
14221. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
BURNHILL
HOLDINGS LLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 9/5/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : ErieCo.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
to mail copy of process to The LLC, 153
Meadowview Lane,
Williamsville,NY
14221. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
3653, LLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 9/6/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : UlsterCo.
SSNY designated as

agent upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
to mail copy of process to The LLC, 3927
Main Street, Stone
Ridge,NY 12484. Purpose: Any lawful act
or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
Noneya, LLC. Articles
of Organization were
ﬁled with the Secretary of
State of New York
(SSNY) on 07/16/2019.
Oﬃce location: Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: 239 Springtown Road, New
Paltz, NY 12561. Purpose: Any lawful acts
or activities. Latest
date upon which LLC
is to dissolve: No speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Southern Legacy
Fund LLC, Art. of
Org. ﬁled w/Sec. of
State of NY
(SSNY) 09/11/19. Ofﬁce location: Ulster
Co., NY.; SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
c/o the Company,
47 Southern Lane,
Warwick, New York
10990. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Limited Liability
Company:
GYST
Organizing,
LLC. Articles of Organization were ﬁled
with the Secretary of
State of New York on
August 30, 2019. Ofﬁce Location : Ulster
County, NY.
SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: GYST Organizing, LLC, 132 Martin Avenue, Highland,
NY 12528. Purpose:
Any lawful acts or
activities. Latest date
upon which LLC is to
dissolve: No speciﬁc
date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of a Limited Liability
Company (LLC). The
name of the LLC is:
Lashed bv
Karley LLC. Articles
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of Organization were
ﬁled with the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) oﬃce
on: September 18,
2019. The County in
which the Oﬃce is
to be located: Ulster.
The SSNY is designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. The address
to which the SSNY
shall mail a copy of
any process against
the LLC is: 355
Freetown Highwav.
Modena. NY 12548.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of MNH RE (NY)
HOLDINGS,
LLC.
Arts. of Org. ﬁled
with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 9/16/19.
Oﬃce location: Ulster County. SSNY
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: Capitol Services, Inc., 1218
Central Ave, Ste 100,
Albany, NY 12205.
Purpose: any lawful
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of ESOPUS PROJECT
LLC. Art. Of Org.
ﬁled with the Sect’y
of State of NY (SSNY)
on 09/18/19. Oﬃce in
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to the
LLC, One North Front
St
Kingston,
NY,
12401. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC): Best
Moving and Storage,
LLC, Articles of Organization were ﬁled
with the Secretary
of State of New York
(SSNY) on April 12th
2019. Oﬃce location:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: Best Moving
and Storge, LLC 240
Mountain Rest, Rd
New Paltz NY 12561.
Purpose: Any lawful
acts or activities. Latest date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No
speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
BRIGHAM NINE,LLC
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec.

of State of NY 8/13/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Erie Co.
SSNY. designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, 40 Sitka
Cir. Orchard Park, NY
14127. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
B
U
R
K
E
FOURTEEN,LLC Art.
Of Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 8/13/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Erie Co.
SSNY. designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC, 40 Sitka
Cir. Orchard Park, NY
14127. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
BURKE FIFTEEN,LLC
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec.
of State of NY 8/29/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : Erie Co.
SSNY. designated as
agent upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY to
mail copy of process
to The LLC,40 Sitka
Cir. Orchard Park, NY
14127. Purpose: Any
lawful act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
T H E D E L A VANSPALLC Art. Of
Org. Filed Sec. of
State of NY 9/10/19.
Oﬀ. Loc. : ErieCo.
SSNY designated as
agent upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
to mail copy of process to The LLC, 9543
Cobblestone Drive,
Clarence, NY 14031.
Purpose: Any lawful
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
ANGRY
BEARD
LEATHERS LLC, Arts.
of Org. ﬁled with the
SSNY on 09/03/2019.
Oﬃce loc: Ulster
County. SSNY has
been designated as
agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: The LLC, 557
Oregon Trail, Pine
Bush, NY 12566. Reg
Agent: Jason Blaisdell
Williams, 557 Oregon
Trail, Pine Bush, NY
12566. Purpose: Any
Lawful Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
Mettle Works Behavioral Services, LLC.
Articles of Organization were ﬁled with
the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
on 09/04/19. Oﬃce lo-

cation: Ulster County.
SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: Mettle Works
Behavioral Services,
LLC 44 Main Street,
Kingston, NY 12401.
Purpose: Any lawful
acts or activities. Latest date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No
speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of a Limited Liability Company (LLC).
360
SPRINGTOWN
ROAD LLC. Articles
of Organization were
ﬁled with the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) oﬃce on:
09/11/19. The County
in which the Oﬃce
is to be located: ULSTER. The SSNY is
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it
may be served. The
address to which the
SSNY shall mail a
copy of any process
against the LLC is:
856 N. MOUNTAIN
RD, GARDINER, NY
12525. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of a Limited Liability Company (LLC).
6050 ROUTE 209
LLC.
Articles of Organization were ﬁled with
the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
oﬃce on: 09/12/19.
The County in which
the Oﬃce is to be located: ULSTER. The
SSNY is designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. The address
to which the SSNY
shall mail a copy of
any process against
the LLC is: 856 N.
MOUNTAIN RD, GARDINER, NY 12525.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
The Articles of Organization of EHA RAD
LLC were ﬁled with
Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on
September 25, 2019.
Oﬃce location: Ulster
County, New York.
The SSNY is designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of the
process to 10 East-

wood Avenue, Ellenville NY 12428.Purpose is: all lawful acts
or activities.
LEGAL NOTICE
502 Albany Avenue
LLC ﬁled Arts. of
Org. with the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY)
on 8/16/19. Oﬃce:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served and shall
mail process to: c/o
Stenger, Roberts, Davis & Diamond, LLP
1136 Rte 9, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590.
Purpose: any lawful
act.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of 12 Tannery LLC.
Arts. of Org. ﬁled
with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 9/24/19.
Oﬃce location: Ulster County. SSNY
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to:
Jonathan Retseck &
Emily Rothschild, 5
Old Sawmill Road,
Saugerties, NY 12477.
Purpose: any lawful
act or activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
BEUF PROPERTIES
LLC, Arts. of Org.
ﬁled with the SSNY on
09/27/2019. Oﬃce loc:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent upon whom
process against the
LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: Melinda Beuf,
962 North Mountain
Road, Gardner, NY
12525. Purpose: Any
Lawful Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
66 S CHESTNUT
WEST LLC Articles
of Organization were
ﬁled with the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on October 2, 2019
Oﬃce location: Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process
to: David Schwartz,
20
Sparrowbush
Road, Mahwah, NJ
07430. Purpose: Any
lawful activities.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Limited Liability
Company (LLC):
Hudson River Valley

Properties Real Estate LLC Articles of
Organization
were ﬁled with the
Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on
October 1,
2019. Oﬃce location:
Ulster County. SSNY
has been designated
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: Maria Ferguson, Hudson River
Valley Properties Real
Estate LLC 211 Main
Street, Suite 103, New
Paltz, NY 12561. Purpose: Any lawful acts
or activities. Latest
date upon which
LLC is to dissolve: No
speciﬁc date.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
(LLC)
Name: Earthship LLC
Articles of Organization ﬁled in the Department of State of
New York on October
8, 2019.
Oﬃce Location: Ulster County
Principal
Business
Location:
Ulster
County, New York
Purpose: Any and all
lawful business activities
Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to Earthship LLC– 275
West 96th Street, Unit
5R, New York, New
York 10025
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of CSSCSC LLC, Art.
of Org. ﬁled w/Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY)
10/01/ 2019. Oﬃce location: Greene Co.,
NY.; SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process
c/o Graﬀ Law LLC, 78
Main
St., PO Box 4148,
Kingston, NY 12402.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SUBSTANCE OF
SAMCAKES LLC
The Articles of Organization of SAMCAKES LLC were ﬁled
on August 15, 2019,
with the Secretary
of State of New York
(SSNY). This Limited
Liability
Company
(LLC) has an oﬃce in
Ulster County, New

York. The SSNY is
designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. The SSNY
shall mail a copy of
the process to 267
Milton Turnpike, Milton, New York 12547.
In addition to the
events of dissolution
set forth in Section
701 of the Limited Liability Company Law
(LLCL), the company
does not have a speciﬁc date of dissolution. The purpose
of the company is to
engage in any lawful act or activity for
which an LLC may be
organized under the
LLCL. The Articles
of Organization were
subscribed to by Glen
L. Heller, Esq., Organizer, Drake Loeb
PLLC, 555 Hudson
Valley Avenue, Suite
100, New Windsor,
New York 12553.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation
of Cuney Ranch Holdings LLC, Art. of Org.
ﬁled w/Sec. of State of
NY
(SSNY) 10/01/19. Ofﬁce location: Ulster
Co., NY.; SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom
process against it
may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of
process c/o the Company, 35 Riverview,
Port Ewen, New York
12466. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Notice is hereby given
that EHTS FANELLI
LLC, a limited liability company, ﬁled Articles of Organization
with the Secretary of
State on September
27, 2019. The principal oﬃce is in the
Town of Plattekill,
County of Ulster,State
of New York and the
Secretary of State was
designated as agent
upon whom process
against it may be
served. The address
to which the Secretary of State shall mail
a copy of process is:
451 Crescent Avenue,
Highland, New York
12528. The purpose
of the company is to
engage in any lawful
activity for which a
company may be organized under § 206
of the Limited Liability Company Act.
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real property which
is the subject of this
action, whose identity is not presently
known to Plaintiﬀ ),
Defendants. TO THE
ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:
CAROL
LAPORTE a/k/a CAROL LA PORTE, a/k/a
CAROL M. LAPORTE,
a/k/a CAROL MARIE LAPORTE: YOU
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer
the complaint in the
above action and to
serve a copy of your
answer on the plaintiﬀ ’s attorneys within
twenty (20) days after the service of this
summons, exclusive
of the day of service,
or within thirty (30)
days after completion of service where
service is made in any
other manner than
by personal delivery
within the State of
New York. The United States of America,
if designated as a
defendant in this action, may answer or
appear within sixty
(60) days of service
hereof. In case of
your failure to appear
or answer, judgment
will be taken against
you by default for

LEGAL NOTICE
SUMMONS
STATE
OF NEW YORK SUPREME
COURT,
COUNTY OF ULSTER
INDEX NUMBER: 191586 DATE FILED:
May 14, 2019 21ST
MORTGAGE CORPORATION, as Servicing Agent for KNOXVILLE 2012 TRUST,
-against- CAROL LAPORTE, A/K/A CAROL LA PORTE A/K/A
CAROL M. LAPORTE
A/K/A CAROL MARIE
LAPORTE; SUSTAINABLE
NEIGHBORHOODS LLC; ALLY FINANCIAL INC. F/K/A
GMAC INC.; HAWTHORNE
VALLEY
SCHOOL; GARDINER
ANIMAL HOSPITAL;
DOMINICK R. TOMPKINS; STEVEN PASTORINO; and "JOHN/
JANE DOE 1" through
"JOHN/JANE DOE 10",
(said last ten names
being ﬁctitious, it being the intention of
Plaintiﬀ to designate
any and all other tenants, occupants or
other persons or entities having or claiming an interest in the

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location

• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro,
Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,
West Park, Esopus & Kingston
• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial,
cremation and memorial services
• Pre-arrangement counseling

Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents
who have relocated
• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

-ƨơƧ%ƞƜƤ

VICE PRESIDENT

Licensed Funeral
Director

Great Grandson of the Founder

$ƧƢƭƚ7ƨƫƬƨƧƞ -ƚƦƞƬ&ơƢƥƝƬ
)ƫƞƞƫ
-ƫ
PRESIDENT

Licensed Funeral
Director

Licensed Funeral
Director

Granddaughter of the Founder

A former Elting Family Home

38 Main Street
Highland,
New York
(845) 691-2281
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the relief demanded in the amended
complaint.
Ulster
County is designated
as the place of trial.
The basis of venue
is the location of the
mortgaged premises
in this action at 745
State Route 44-55,
Town of Highland, in
the County of Ulster,
State of New York.
NOTICE YOU ARE
IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME If
you do not respond
to this summons and
complaint by serving
a copy of the answer
on the attorney for
the mortgage company who ﬁled this foreclosure proceeding
against you and ﬁling
the answer with the
court, a default judgment may be entered
and you can lose your
home. Speak to an
attorney or go to the
court where your
case is pending for
further information
on how to answer the
summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to
your mortgage company will not stop this
foreclosure
action.
YOU MUST RESPOND
BY SERVING A COPY
OF THE ANSWER
ON THE ATTORNEY
FOR THE PLAINTIFF
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE
ANSWER WITH THE
COURT. ORDER AUTHORIZING SERVICE:
The foregoing Summons is served upon
you pursuant to an
order of the Supreme
Court of the State of
New York, County of
Ulster (Hon. Christopher E. Cahill), dated
the 10th day of September 2019. NATURE
OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT: The
object of this action
is to foreclose a mortgage lien upon and
against the premises
in Columbia County,
New York located at,
and commonly known
as 745 State Route 4455, Town of Highland,
New York (Tax Map
No. 95.1-4-5.1 & 6.1)
and the ﬁxtures, improvements, appurtenances and personalty
thereon and thereto
(the “Mortgaged Premises”), more particularly described in that
certain mortgage executed by Carl LaPorte
to Fremont Investment & Loan to secure
ULSTER PUBLISHING’S REASON
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WHY PRINT?

the payment of the
sum of $221,000.00,
which mortgage is
dated August 22, 2005
and recorded in the
Ulster County Clerk’s
Oﬃce on August 31,
2005 in Liber 7325 of
Mortgages at Page 115
(the “Mortgage”). The
relief sought in this
action is a Final Judgment of Foreclosure
and Sale, directing the
sale of the Mortgaged
Premises to satisfy the
debt secured by the
Mortgage. Help for
Homeowners in Foreclosure New York State
Law requires that we
send you this notice
about the foreclosure
process. Please read
it carefully. Summons
and Complaint You
are in danger of losing
your home. If you fail
to respond to the summons and complaint
in this foreclosure
action, you may lose
your home. Please
read the summons
and complaint carefully. You should immediately contact an attorney or your local legal
aid oﬃce to obtain
advice on how to protect yourself. Sources
of Information and
Assistance The State
encourages you to become informed about
your options in foreclosure. In addition
to seeking assistance
from an attorney or
legal aid oﬃce, there
are government agencies and non-proﬁt
organizations that you
may contact for information about possible
options, including trying to work with your
lender during this
process. To locate an
entity near you, you
may call the toll-free
helpline maintained
by the New York State
Department of Financial Services at (800)
342-3736 or visit the
Department's website
at
www.dfs.ny.gov.
RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS YOU ARE NOT
REQUIRED TO LEAVE
YOUR HOME AT THIS
TIME. YOU HAVE THE
RIGHT TO STAY IN
YOUR HOME DURING
THE FORECLOSURE
PROCESS. YOU ARE
NOT REQUIRED TO
LEAVE YOUR HOME
UNLESS AND UNTIL
YOUR
PROPERTY
IS SOLD AT AUCTION
PURSUANT
TO A JUDGMENT OF
FORECLOSURE AND
Serendipity A newspaper is a
better way to come across an
item you weren’t looking for.
Print readers are constantly
learning new things about their
communities.

SALE. REGARDLESS
OF WHETHER YOU
CHOOSE TO REMAIN
IN YOUR HOME, YOU
ARE REQUIRED TO
TAKE CARE OF YOUR
PROPERTY AND PAY
PROPERTY TAXES IN
ACCORDANCE WITH
STATE AND LOCAL
LAW. Foreclosure Rescue Scams Be careful
of people who approach you with oﬀers
to "save" your home.
There are individuals
who watch for notices
of foreclosure actions
in order to unfairly
proﬁt from a homeowner's distress. You
should be extremely
careful about any such
promises and any suggestions that you pay
them a fee or sign over
your deed. State law
requires anyone oﬀering such services for
proﬁt to enter into a
contract which fully
describes the services
they will perform and
fees they will charge,
and which prohibits
them from taking any
money from you until
they have completed
all such promised
services. DATED: September 27, 2019 CARTER, CONBOY, CASE,
BLACKMORE, MALONEY & LAIRD, P.C. MICHAEL J. CATALFIMO,
ESQ. Attorneys For
Plaintiﬀ 20 Corporate
Woods Boulevard Albany, New York 122112362 (518) 465-3484
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT
TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY
INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 65920
LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNOFNEWPALTZ
NOTICEOFADOPTION
(Tax Cap Override)
WHEREAS, at a duly
convened
meeting
of the Town Board
of the Town of New
Paltz held at the Town
Courthouse
thereof
located at 23 Plattekill Ave. in the Town
of New Paltz, Ulster
County, New York
on the 17thday of October, 2019, at 7:00
o'clock P.M. the Town
Board of the Town of
New Paltz enacted by
a vote of at least sixty
per cent (60%) of the
members of the Town
Board eligible to vote
thereon a local law
to override the limit
on the amount of real
property taxes that
may be levied by the
Town of New Paltz
pursuant to General
Municipal Law §3-c
and to allow the Town
of New Paltz to adopt
a budget for the ﬁs-

cal year 2020 that requires a real property
tax levy in excess of
the tax levy limit as deﬁned by General Municipal Law §3-c.
A copy of the local law
is on ﬁle in the Oﬃce of
the Town Clerk, Town
of New Paltz located at
52 Clearwater Road,
New Paltz, New York
12561 and is available
for inspection during
regular oﬃce hours.
Dated:
New Paltz,
New York
October 18, 2019
BY THE ORDER OF
THE TOWN BOARD
OF THE TOWN OF
NEW PALTZ
Rosanna Rosenkranse,
Town Clerk
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice to All Certiﬁed
DBE’s/M/WBE’s and
SDV’s
Bast Hatﬁeld is currently
accepting
quotes for SUNY New
Paltz Lecture Center Job. Review job
on ISQFT for details.
Please submit all
quotes by November
6 @ 12pm, 2019. For
Further information
contact: Bast Hatﬁeld
Construction,
LLC.
Estimating Dept. @
518-373-2000. Or fax
quotes to: 518-3732302. EOE.
LEGAL NOTICE
Legal Notice 2020
BUDGET
Please take notice that
pursuant to Town Law
Section 108, there will
be a Public Hearing
on the Preliminary
Budget of the Town
of Lloyd for the ﬁscal
year ending December
31, 2020 at the Town
Hall, 12 Church Street,
Highland, New York,
on Wednesday the
6th day of November
2019, at 7:00 PM. The
purpose of the hearing
is to give all interested
persons an opportunity to be heard on the
proposed budget.
Please take further notice that a copy of the
preliminary budget is
available at the Town
Clerk’s Oﬃce, where
it may be inspected
during oﬃce hours,
Monday
through
Friday between the
hours of 8:00 AM and
4:00 PM. The proposed salary for the
Town Supervisor is
$30,000.00, Councilpersons (4) $9469.00
each, Town Clerk
$47,755.00 and the
Highway Superintendent is $56,400.00
By order of the Town
Board of the
Town of Lloyd
October 17, 2019

