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Town board 
contest
Newcomers Ivino and Roskos and incumbent Thornton 
up for council spots

W ith only two four-year seats 
open on the Saugerties town 
board, three candidates are vying 
for seats on it — a fire commis-
sioner, a doctorate-holder in 

environmental studies and a retired social studies 
teacher who has already served 16 years on the board.

Mike Ivino, 25 and a commissioner of the 
Centerville-Cedar Grove Fire District and general 
manager of J&J Treeworks, grew up in Saugerties 
and said that he intends to retire here. His aim in 
public office, he said, is to keep Saugerties affordable.

“The amount of friends that I have who can’t 
afford to live here has driven me to want to further 
my public service,” he said. “Being in public service 
in general, as a fireman, this is the next step to be 
able to do more for the community.”

Ivino said his fire company responded to about 
420 calls last year — he is serving his second term 
has commissioner and his eighth year as a volunteer 
firefighter. In 2020, he will be promoted to captain. 
He sought a Democratic endorsement, but he will 
be running on the Republican, Independence and 
Conservative lines. Ivino has touted a bipartisan 
approach on his campaign literature, in his letters 
to the editor and on the campaign trail. “I’ve been 
a fireman for eight years. Not once have I gone into 
anyone’s house and asked if they were a Democrat 

phyllis mccabe
Leeanne Thornton, Nicole Roskos and Mike Ivino.
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POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

Stabbing arrest
Patrick Green Jr. of Saugerties faces criminal 

charges after allegedly stabbing a man with a “dan-
gerous instrument” on Oct. 21, town police said. 
After responding to a 911 call reporting a stabbing, 
police said officers encountered the 36-year-old 
victim, who was treated at the scene by paramedics 
from Diaz ambulance and transported to HealthAl-
liance Hospital in Kingston. Before he was sent to 
Ulster County jail in lieu of $10,000 bail, Green 
was charged with the felony of second-degree as-
sault and the misdemeanor of criminal possession 
of a weapon.

Big drug bust
Two parolees living on Partition Street were 

found in possession of over 13 pounds of pot, 139 
decks of fentanyl-laced heroin and a stolen, loaded 
9mm semi-automatic handgun on Oct. 18, according 
to a press release from the Ulster County Sheriff ’s 
Office and the URGENT Task Force. When cor-
rections officers and sheriff ’s deputies entered his 
residence, James Giuditta, 26, fled onto the roof of 
an adjacent building. He was taken into custody 
a “short time later,” along with 25-year-old Gina 
M. Julian. Both were charged with the felonies of 
third- and fourth-degree criminal possession of 
a controlled substance, second- and third-degree 
criminal possession of a weapon and first-degree 
criminal possession of marijuana, along with the 
misdemeanor of second-degree criminal possession 

of drug paraphernalia. The two were sent to Ulster 
County Jail pending a future court appearance.

Assault alleged
Nathan R. Degroat of Saugerties, 36, was charged 

with the misdemeanors of third-degree attempted 
assault and endangering the welfare of a child on 
Oct. 20 after, town police said, he attacked a victim 
with a two-year-old child present. Degroat was 
released on his own recognizance after an order of 
protection was issued on the victim’s behalf.

-Compiled by Christina Coulter

Christopher James Towlson
Christopher James Towlson, AKA Kit Towlson, passed away on August 29th, 2019 
at Glens Fall Hospital. 

Kit was born on April 28, 1947 near London, England in the Village of Iver Heath. 
Growing up in the countryside taught him to love animals, flowers, and birds.   
He was also extremely passionate about music. In his 20’s he apprenticed in sign 
writing and painted signs thoughout London. It was also during this time that he 
started gigging in the UK.  He toured all over Europe and parts of the Middle East 
with different bands including Gnasher and The Sorrows.

In 1980 Kit moved to Saugerties, NY where he married, had two children, and 
became part of the music and art scene. His sign work and carpentry can still be 
seen in the area and his last album, Town & Eastern, will be posthumously released 
in the coming months. 

Kit is survived by his sister Gene, son James, daughter Brook, and three 
grandchildren, Lily, Vivian and Llewyn.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, October 26th at Richards Funeral 
Home (29 Bross St) in Cairo, NY from 11am-1pm.

Centennial Military Parade
October 19, 2019 2pm Village

Following the parade the Public is welcome to an Open House 4pm to 8pm
77th NY Regimental Balladeers & the Paul Luke Band

Parade Grand Marshalls — Retired Army Colonel Roger and Norma Donlon
Welcomes Veterans and Visitors to a Public Open House

October 20, 2019 1pm – 5pm
WWI Music will be performed by Veterans in a New Field

WWI Nurse Re-enactor • Veterans History Museum will be open for tours
Lamouree-Hackett American Legion Post 72 • 30 John Street, Saugerties, New York

FMI on events and Dinner Tickets Contact:
Kevin Pendergast 845-706-8083 or e-mail kpendergast@hvc.rr.com

Vince Buono 845-802-3836 or e-mail vin913@hvc.rr.com
William Payne at # 518-588-5462 or e-mail wpayne@hvc.rr.com

American Legion Post 72 @ 845-246-6769 • https://www.facebook.com/SaugertiesAmLePo72
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Thank you Saugerties Community 

for 100 years of supporting your

American Legion Post 72
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“THE NEW HELSMOORTEL INSURANCE”
Carol Kerbert-Mooers

Owner
Scott Helsmoortel

Owner
148 Burt Street

Rte. 9W Barclay Heights
Saugerties, NY 12477

845-246-9555
www.helsmoortel.com

HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • COMMERCIAL • LIFE

woodstockhvac.com 
845 663-2274   |   fax 845 663-2276   |   65 Prince Street, Kingston, NY

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

845.331.2525
115 Green Street

Kingston, NY
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WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Century mark
Legion Post celebrates 100 years with numerous events

American Legion Post 72 cele-
brated its 100th anniversary last 
week, with a banquet on Wednesday 
night, a parade and celebration at 
the post on Saturday and a musical 

tribute to the soldiers who served in “The Great 
War” and a re-enactor who portrayed a nurse who 
treated the wounded.

Speakers at the banquet on Wednesday, Oct. 
16 included Dr. Mark D. Isaacs, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church of Wurtemburg in Rhinebeck 
and adjunct professor of economics at the Culinary 
Institute in Hyde Park; and Bill Payne, the Post 
72 historian. Guests of honor were retired U.S. 
Army Col. Roger H.C. Donlon, the first solider in 
the Vietnam War to earn the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. Music was provided by the Woodstock 
Brass Quintet.

A parade on Saturday, Oct. 19 featured Donlon 
on the reviewing stand with Legionnaires leading 
firefighters and local organizations in a parade. The 
Saugerties Community Band played on a float in 
the parade, with a sign honoring the memory of the 
band’s former leader, Tony Mitzel, an Army veteran.

The parade was followed by a cookout at the 
legion post. Food was provided by Adams Fairacre 
Farms, Smokehouse of the Catskills and Deising’s 
Bakery, with equipment, cooking and labor pro-
vided by John Livermore of Stone Pony. The 77th 
Regimental Balladeers and the Paul Luke Band 
performed at the post.

An open house at the post featured music by the 
Veterans in a New Field and a dramatic performance 
by re-enactor Maxine Getty in the role of Major 

Julia Stimson, a nurse in World War I. Getty wore 
an Army uniform for this performance, a contrast to 
the nurse’s uniform she had worn the previous day. 
Army nurses dressed to blend in with the Red Cross 
nurses to avoid making them targets, she explained.

The ceremony Sunday also included presen-
tations honoring the post. Town Supervisor Fred 
Costello Jr. and Village Mayor Bill Murphy pre-
sented a certificate on behalf of the Saugerties 
municipalities. The proclamation notes that the 
post was established in 1919, shortly after the end 
of World War I, and that it is one of more than 
15,000 American Legion posts with nearly 3 mil-
lion members, the proclamation states. It gives 
the date, July 8, 1919, for the establishment of the 
Lamouree-Hackett Post.

County Legislator Dean Fabiano read a procla-
mation from the Ulster County Legislature, signed 
by Legislature Chair Tracey Bartels. Fabiano said, 
before reading the proclamation, that he has read 
many such proclamations, but “this is a special one, 
and I’ll tell you why. I’m a life member of the Sons 
of the American Legion; my dad, may he rest in 
peace, was a member of the Saugerties American 
Legion. I was very impressed with this post and 
how professional they were, how well organized 
they were … I would match this post to any one 
anywhere in the Hudson Valley.”

The proclamation from the county Legislature 
describes the post as “a dedicated member of the 
Town of Saugerties community, and whereas the 
hard working members of Post 72 regularly partner 
with local government and other community groups 
to ensure that veterans are represented and recog-

nized during Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Veterans 
Day and other community celebrations … now, 
therefore I, Tracey Bartels, Chairman of the Ulster 
County Legislature, do hereby direct this honorable 
body to pause in its deliberations to congratulate 
and recognize an extraordinary organization and 
hereby present this plaque to commemorate and 
celebrate Lamouree-Hackett American Legion Post 
72’s 100th anniversary, 1919 to 2019.”

Congressman Antonio Delgado was not able to 
attend the ceremony, but a deputy, Elizabeth Buono, 
read a proclamation from him. The Congressman 
recognized the role of the post in the life of the 
community and congratulated it. She presented 
the post with a United States flag that had flown 
over the Capitol.

Donlon closed the event with a “thank you” to the 
post. He recognized “the generations that preceded 
us and prepared us to shoulder the burdens of our 
lifetime, and it is our turn now to prepare the next 
generation to shoulder the burdens of their lifetime. 
Thank you for all you have done and continue to do; 
and may God bless and protect all of you.”

-David Gordon

photos by david gordon
Offi  cers of Lamouree-Hackett American Legion Post 72 lead the parade near the reviewing stand on Main Street.

A mockup of a wall containing the names of Saugerties residents who died in the nation’s wars in the 100th 
anniversary parade.

Reenactor Maxine Getty portrays Major Julia Stimson, 
who served as a nurse in World War I.

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER
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Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Two paths
Race between Republican Kavanagh, Democrat Clegg 
sets experience against new approach

D emocrat Dave Clegg and Repub-
lican Mike Kavanagh, seeking the post 
of Ulster County district attorney at 
Nov. 5’s election, offer voters competing 
visions of the role of the county’s chief 

law enforcement officer.
Kavanagh, 48 and a Saugerties resident, is a 

career prosecutor and son of a former Ulster County 
DA and State Supreme Court judge. He currently 
serves as senior assistant district attorney, second 
in command to DA Holley Carnright, who will step 
down in December after 12 years at the post.

Clegg, 66 and a Woodstock resident, is a trial at-
torney who has spent the bulk of his career litigating 
non-criminal cases including taking on corporations 
like Walmart and going after corporate polluters. 
He also competed in last year’s Democratic primary 
for Congress, losing that race to Antonio Delgado.

Whoever takes the job come Jan. 1 will inherit 
an operation that deals with roughly 600 felony 
and 4,000 misdemeanor cases each year in Ulster 
County Court, Kingston City Court and 20 town 
and village courts across the county. The office in-
cludes 42 assistant district attorneys, investigators 
and support staff, and runs on an annual budget of 
about $4.75 million.

The next DA will have to adapt to a rapidly 
changing legal landscape brought on by a flood 
of reform-minded legislation that will drastically 
speed up the pace at which prosecutors must turn 
over evidence to the defense in criminal cases, while 
eliminating cash bail for most misdemeanors and 
non-violent felonies. The dynamics of the local 
criminal justice system will also change with the 
retirement of County Court Judge Donald Williams, 
a former DA and uncompromising jurist known for 
heavy sentences and skepticism of alternatives to in-
carceration. In January, Williams will be succeeded 
by reform-minded Democrat Bryan Rounds, who’s 
running unopposed for the seat.

Kavanagh is campaigning as an experienced 
prosecutor who sees the job through a more tradi-
tional lens — holding offenders accountable and 
standing up for crime victims. Clegg has embraced a 
vision for the office focused on progressive reforms 
like specialty courts for addicts, veterans and the 
mentally ill, and programs designed to divert young 
offenders from the criminal justice system.

The contest is not a strictly a matter of traditional 
versus progressive views. Kavanagh supports diver-
sion programs for low-level offenders; Clegg has 

promised a stern approach to violent felony crimes.
But their differing approaches can be seen in 

their endorsements. Kavanagh is running with 
support from police unions representing state 
police, Ulster County sheriff ’s deputies and local 
police departments. Clegg’s only law enforcement 
endorsement comes from Ulster County Sheriff and 
fellow Democrat Juan Figueroa. Clegg has earned 
endorsements from Democratic elected officials 
including Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan and 
Assemblyman Kevin Cahill, as well as progressive 
activist groups like Indivisible Ulster and Citizens 
Action of New York. Both candidates are rated 
“highly qualified” for the job by the Ulster County 
Bar Association.

Kavanagh grew up in Woodstock absorb-

ing lessons on the law from his father. E. Michael 
Kavanagh served as Ulster County’s district attorney 
from 1978 to 1998 before going on to serve as a 
State Supreme Court justice and appellate judge. 
Kavanagh graduated from Fordham University 
and Widener University Law School. Following law 
school he spent eight years as a Dutchess County 
assistant district attorney, followed by two years 
in Austin, Texas, where he practiced criminal de-
fense and civil litigation. Afterwards, he returned 
to Ulster County with his wife Jen and took a job 
with the former Kingston-based law firm Mainetti, 
Mainetti & O’Connor. He has worked in the Ulster 
DA’s Office since 2012.

In his capacity as chief assistant DA, Kavana-
gh has tried a number of high-profile cases. He’s 
also worked on criminal justice and prevention 
initiatives. He participates in the Ulster County 
Inter-Agency Task force, which focuses on edu-
cation students and parents about the dangers of 
opioid abuse. Kavanagh also serves on the planning 
committee for a proposed opioids court that would 
divert addicts from the criminal justice system 
into treatment and supervises a team dedicated to 
focused enforcement on domestic violence.

“To me, it’s the best job in the courtroom,” said 
Kavanagh of the prosecutor’s role. “I take tremen-
dous satisfaction in doing some of the things we do; 
holding violent offenders accountable and standing 
with victims.”

Clegg is a Staten Island native who came 

to the Hudson Valley as a student at SUNY New 
Paltz in the ’70s. After law school, Clegg worked at 
a legal aid group in western Nebraska, where he 
handled civil rights and criminal defense litigation 
for members of the Lakota Sioux nation who were 
struggling with poverty and discrimination. After 
moving to Kingston in 1981, Clegg spent nine years 
as a part-time assistant public defender and five 
as assigned counsel working with defendants in 
federal court for the Northern District of Albany. 
The bulk of his experience — and nearly all of his 
recent legal work — has been as a trial attorney 
in civil cases. Clegg said his experience litigating 
hundreds of civil cases made him well suited to the 
role of district attorney.

“I bring a level of trial practice that is not there 
right now,” said Clegg. “I’m bringing skills into the 
organization.” 

In addition to his legal work, Clegg has been 
active in community service with a focus on racial 
and economic justice. He is a deacon in the United 
Methodist Church with a degree in divinity from 
Yale. As chairman of the Ulster County Human 
Rights Commission, he was part of an effort to 
bring principles of “restorative justice” to Kingston 
schools. Restorative justice emphasizes reform over 
punishment and seeks to have offenders recognize 
the negative impact of their actions and make 
amends to victims.

Clegg has promised to take a similar approach 
to criminal justice in the county, a strategy he calls 
“Smart on Crime.” The approach, he said, empha-
sizes alternatives to incarceration for low-level and 
non-violent crimes, the use of specialty courts to deal 
with the specific needs of groups like veterans, opioid 
addicts and the mentally ill, and prison re-entry 
programs to help prevent recidivism.

“There are some innovative things that have not 
been tried here,” said Clegg. “That will allow us to 
refocus our resources on prosecuting serious crimes, 
violent crimes and the major drug traffickers who are 
bringing heroin and fentanyl into our community.”

Clegg said that he would also address what he 
believes is bias in the criminal justice system that 
leads to disproportionate rates of incarceration 
for minorities. Clegg added that he would also put 
prosecution of environmental crimes on the radar 
at the DA’s office and initiate a program of “trau-
ma-informed” services for crime victims.

While Clegg is running on a promise to 

reorient the DA’s office in line with progressive 
principles of criminal justice, Kavanagh is running 
on his experience and what he calls a pragmatic 
approach that embraces diversion programs and 
rehabilitation for addicts, while taking a traditional 
prosecutorial stance towards more serious crimes.

“As a law enforcement agency we are charged 
with protecting and standing up for victims and 
keeping the public safe,” said Kavanagh. “Mr. Clegg’s 
platform seems more focused on protecting the 
rights of defendants. Of course you always have to 
be aware of the rights of defendants, but there’s a 
defense attorney and judge for that. We are here 
for the victims and the general public.”

Kavanagh said the DA’s office would need an 
experienced hand at the helm next year when a 
series of criminal justice reforms take effect. Kava-
nagh said, for example, that discovery-of-evidence 
reform had been passed without a corresponding 
increase in funding for police labs. As a result, he 
said, prosecutors would have to prioritize cases 
and push hard to get forensic evidence analyzed 
within the new time frame or risk having cases 
dismissed. Kavanagh also expressed concern about 
the impact of bail reform on diversion programs. 
Without the threat of jail, Kavanagh said, it was 
likely many addicts would simply choose to return 
to the streets rather than entering and complying 
with a court-supervised rehab program.

“These changes are coming whether we agree with 
them or not,” said Kavanagh. “And you need someone 
who really understands the system to deal with them.”

Clegg, meanwhile, has accused Kavanagh and 
his supporters of misrepresenting his experience in 
the criminal justice system and ignoring his work 
as a defense attorney, including two cases in recent 
months. But Kavanagh said that while Clegg may 
have some decades-old experience in the criminal 
court system, he isn’t a regular in the justice courts 
and county courthouse where defense attorneys and 
prosecutors ply their trade.

“I’m sure he’s a very experienced civil attorney,” 
said Kavanagh. “But aside from a few cases here 
and there, nobody in the DA’s Office has seen him 
do anything this century.”

-Jesse J. Smith

dan barton
Dave Clegg

photo provided
Mike Kavanagh

--

Mailers showing Dem DA 
hopeful with convicted felon 
spark controversy

Democratic District Attorney hopeful Dave 
Clegg is dealing with the fallout this week after a 
George Soros-backed political action committee 
unaffiliated with his campaign produced mailers 
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Power in numbers
Ulster thrift stores share common goals and common Facebook page

F requent thrifters: Now, you 
can keep track of all of your favorite 
area thrift stores using one page on 
Facebook.

Once thought of as dingy collec-
tions of musty clothes in church basements worn 
mostly by the homeless and punk rockers, both thrift 
stores and, in its new verb form, thrifting have both 
been redeemed in the last decade. Thrift stores are 
now en vogue and trend-setters shopping at thrift 
stores on low-budget outings are as seemingly as 
common on Instagram as cat pics.

But just as they always have, non-profit thrift 
outfits still play the same role in the community: rais-
ing money for churches, animal shelters and other 
not-for-profit groups. But with a new societal push 
toward both minimalism and repurposing, thrift 
stores have of late risen to a more exalted place in 
the collective consciousness. So it only makes sense 
that the way a thrift store is run would change, and 
with this realization, area thrift stores have banded 
together to collaborate and co-advertise, both on 
paper and on social media. Now, a number of local 
stores communicate and advertise via the “Ulster 
County Thrift Stores” Facebook page, which can 
be followed by shoppers looking for attractive sales 
and deals and area thrift store volunteers looking 
to exchange strategies for better sales.

“People have no idea how many different lives 
are touched by a thrift shop, not just the shopper 
but where the money is going after that shopper 
leaves,” said William Todd Levinson of Fairly New 
Thrift Shop in Kingston, which is affiliated with the 
Fair Street Reformed Church. Levinson started the 
Ulster County Thrift Store Guild along with Marlene 
Costa of Kingston’s Comforter Cobblestone Thrift 
Store, which is affiliated with the Reformed Church 
of the Comforter. “It used to be, thrift shops would be 
opened and they would be in the dark basement of 
a building and be musty and moldy ... I think there 

used to be a stigma attached with going to thrift 
stores, it’s going to be smelly, disorganized — that 
stigma has very much gone away.”

The aim of the Ulster County Thrift Store Guild 
Facebook group is, according to Levinson, to advertise 
“every single thrift shop can share every single sale that’s 
going on” in one place.

After covering mortgage and overhead, 

profits at Fairly New go toward a number of causes 
— Family of Woodstock’s Washbourne House, which 
provides housing and services to victims of domestic 
violence; the Metropolitan Knothole League, a kids’ 
baseball league that needed a helping hand after 
their league-funding concession stand burnt down; 
gift cards that are given to area schools for use by 
children whose families may not be able to afford 
clothing or school supplies; and a slew of other 
causes. The shop is totally manned by volunteers, 
and there isn’t room in the budget for advertising. 
But social media outlets are free to use and help 
bring people in.

“We all function, but we can also share,” said 
Levinson. “As we’ve learned, many of these thrift 
shops don’t have people qualified to work with 
technology. Social media for us is very important 
and it’s been a very useful tool. We advertise on our 
Facebook page. I see the views that we get on our 
Facebook page and it’s enormous.”

In addition to establishing social media presence, 
the guild was started for the not-for-profit groups to 
become more aware of each other and to share ideas.

“Our first meeting was fabulous — maybe 15 or 
so people who ran local charity thrift stores joined,” 
said Berns Rothchild, who works with Pine Hill 
Community Center Thrift Store. “We asked each 
other questions like, ‘How do you figure out pricing?’ 
‘What do you do with things that don’t sell?’ and 
‘Where to you store donations?’”

The group printed up a list of the area thrift and 

their contact information, which can be picked up at 
any of the 18 guild stores.

“We don’t have the extra money and finances 
to advertise,” said Arlene Sharrett Ruff, one of 20 
volunteers manning the Happy Paws Thrift Store 
in Saugerties, which donates the entirety of its 
proceeds to the Ulster County SPCA. “It’s a free 
way to advertise, on Facebook — we reach so many 
more people by getting onto Facebook, or the Ul-
ster County Thrift store page or the Ulster County 
SPCA [Facebook page.] I’ve noticed more people 
coming to the store, newer customers, and I owe 
it to Facebook and word of mouth.”

Guild members include: Twice Blessed 

Thrift Boutique in New Paltz; The Well (the thrift 
store run by the Saugerties Area Council of Churches) 
and Happy Paws in Saugerties; The Heaven Sent 
Thrift Shop and One More Time Thrift Shop in 
Highland; The Olivebridge & Samsonville UMC 
Thrift Shop in Olivebridge; the Formerly Yours Thrift 
Store in Phoenicia; The Pine Hill Community Center 
in Pine Hill; and many in Kingston, including the 
Aid Tibet Thrift Store, the Comforter Cobblestone 
Thrift Store, the Happy Apple Thrift Shop, The Holy 
Cross/Santa Cruz Thrift Store, House for Dogmanity, 
People’s Place, the New Marbletown Mission Thrift 
Store, The Ulster Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
and Fairly New Thrift Shop.

Those who love to shop second-hand, those 
who are interested in volunteering and thrift store 
staffers who would like a little social media guidance 
are all welcome to reach out on the group’s page.

“We’re agents for foster care to see inanimate 
objects find their new homes and see people get 
excited when something is just going to be a power 
object [for them,]” said Fairly New volunteer Andrea 
Epstein, holding a recently donated witch figurine 
that she had grown attached to. “You see all kinds 
of people in all walks of life. You don’t have to not 
have money to come here. We all come here for the 
therapy, too. It’s that kind of a place.”

To find it, search “Ulster Thrift Store Guild” 
on Facebook, or type www.facebook.com/
groups/402710203544693/ into your browser’s 
search bar.                            

                                                         -Christina Coulter

featuring him shaking hands with Ismail Shabazz, 
a Kingston activist and convicted weapons dealer 
known for his harsh criticism of police.

In an interview this week, Clegg noted that 
his campaign had not produced the mailer and 
dismissed the notion that a routine campaign 
handshake somehow represented an endorsement 
of Shabazz’s views on law enforcement.

“I had nothing to do with it,” said Clegg of the 
mailer. “I didn’t choose that photograph, nor would 
I have.” 

But some in local law enforcement, most of 
which have endorsed Clegg’s opponent, current 
Chief Assistant DA Michael Kavanagh, expressed 
outrage over the mailer and called on politicians 
supporting Clegg to rescind their endorsements.

In a statement on behalf of the Mid-Hudson 
Association of Police Chiefs, Association President 
and Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra wrote, “Mr. 
Clegg’s touting of his association with this convicted 
felon who advocates violence against police officers 
is an affront to every man and woman who serves 
to protect this community.”

On Monday, the union representing state troop-
ers weighed in with their own letter condemning the 
photo, while a retired NYPD detective who worked 
the case against Shabazz pointed to the activist’s 
long history of hostility towards law enforcement 
and at least one other picture — culled from Clegg’s 
campaign website — showing the candidate em-
bracing Shabazz. Raymond Nafey wrote that in a 
series of recorded conversations with the informant, 
Shabazz spoke about his desire to “physically injure” 
members of local law enforcement.

“A community activist, such as he was, in truly 
the worst sense,” wrote Nafey. 

Kavanagh said it would be up to voters to decide 
whether the handshake with Shabazz should count 
against Clegg. But the career prosecutor added that 
he understood why members of the law enforcement 
community were upset by the image.

“They’re wondering why someone who wants to 
be the chief law enforcement officer in the county 
is associating with somebody who refers to cops 
as pigs and was recorded selling weapons while 
expressing the hope they’ll be used on cops,” said 
Kavanagh. “They’re wondering why somebody like 

Shabazz supports Clegg.”
Clegg, who said that he was introduced to Shaba-

zz by a minister friend at the campaign kickoff, 
called the attacks on his campaign “shameful” and 
“purely political.”

“It is outrageous for somebody to suggest that I 
can’t shake somebody’s hand.”

The mailers were produced by the New York 
Justice and Public Safety PAC, a group funded by 
Soros to support candidates committed to pro-
gressive criminal justice reform. The mailers tout 
Clegg’s credentials as a defender of civil rights with 
a forward-looking vision for the district attorney’s 
office. Featured prominently in the mailers is a 
photograph of the 66-year-old litigation attorney 
and Methodist deacon shaking hands with Kingston 
resident Ismail Shabazz.

Shabazz, 64, is well known in Kingston for his 
work on youth and community issues. He is a past 
president of the Kingston chapter of the NAACP 
and helped start an anti-violence program aimed 
at city youth.

Shabazz has also been an unrelenting 

critic of law enforcement in Kingston and Ulster 
County. On social media he routinely refers to cops 
as “PIGS” an acronym for “Police in Gangs” and has 
accused individual police officers — without pro-
viding evidence — of everything from drug abuse to 
rape. Shabazz has also associated with radical black 
nationalist groups, including the New Black Panther 
Party. In 2014, he helped form an offshoot of the 
group dubbed “Black Panthers for Self Defense.”

In 2014, Shabazz’s association with those groups 
drew the attention of the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task 
Force. Among Shabazz’s causes was the case of As-

sata Shakur. In the late ’60s and early ’70s Shakur 
was a member of the Black Liberation Army — a 
Black Panthers offshoot which carried out robberies, 
bombings and the targeted assassinations of police 
officers in New York City and elsewhere. In 1977 
Shakur was convicted of the murder of New Jersey 
state trooper Werner Foerster; two years later, she 
was freed from prison in a daring raid by fellow 
BLA members. She later sought asylum in Cuba, 
where she remains.

In 2014, Shabazz attended a rally in support of 
Shakur in Harlem. There, he was approached by a 
convicted felon turned FBI informant assigned to 
infiltrate the resurgent black civil rights movement 
that sprung up in the wake of the 2014 protests in 
Ferguson, Missouri.

Police say that between 2014 and 2015, Shabazz 
sold the informant six firearms including an ille-
gally sawed off shotgun, an assault rifle and two 
pistols. Police say that audio recordings of the deal 
captured Shabazz discussing recruiting members 
of the Bloods street gang into his political organi-
zation and talking about using the weapons against 
police officers.

But despite the evidence, federal au-

thorities declined to bring charges against Shaba-
zz. Instead, in May 2015 District Attorney Holley 
Carnright brought state charges of criminal sale 
of a firearm against Shabazz. Shabazz denied 
advocating violence against police and claimed 
that he was a victim of entrapment. (Among other 
things, Shabazz claimed the informant showed him 
documents suggesting he was a federally licensed 
firearms dealer). Shabazz’s former attorney, civil 
rights litigator Michael Sussman said that his cli-
ent just wanted to get the firearms off the streets 
of Kingston and believed they were destined for 
“liberation movements” in Africa. In October 2016, 
Shabazz struck a plea agreement with the special 
prosecutor assigned to the case. Shabazz pleaded 
guilty to a single count of attempted criminal sale 
of a firearm and was sentenced to two years in state 
prison. Shabazz was released in October 2018.

-Jesse J. Smith

An image in recent mailers showing Ismail Shabazz shaking 
hands with Democratic DA candidate Dave Clegg.
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The next 
comptroller
March Gallagher and Lisa Cutten present cases to be
Ulster’s fiscal watchdog

I n the wake of the departure of Elliott 
Auerbach, the only comptroller Ulster’s 
ever known, two women well-known to 
local public life, Lisa Cutten of Kingston 
and March Gallagher of Rosendale, are 

running for the job.
Whoever wins the Nov. 5 vote will fill the re-

maining two years of Auerbach’s term. Auerbach 
left office in May to take a position in the office of 
state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli.

Gallagher will appear on the Democratic and 
Working Families party lines; Cutten on the Repub-
lican, Conservative and Independence party lines.

Both registered Democrats, Gallagher got their 
party’s nod at a convention in June, beating Cutten 
handily in a weighted tally of local Democratic 
committee members. Shortly afterwards, Cutten 
announced her intention to run on the Republican 
line, although she had said she had intended to drop 
out of the race if she did not get the Democratic 
nomination. 

On July 2, Cutten was fired from her position 
as director of the county’s Office of Accountability, 
Compliance and Efficiency, a job she had held since 
2014: “[County Executive Pat Ryan] wanted to 
move away from accountability, compliance and 
efficiency,” joked Cutten.

“The county executive has a role and the comp-
troller has a role,” said Cutten when she was asked 
whether she could work harmoniously with the 
county exec despite the fact Ryan fired her. “They’re 
independent, and I would fully expect if elected the 
executive and I would have a relationship based on 
mutual respect, both personally and professionally. 
We would act in a way that would be in the best 
interest of the residents of Ulster County. It is my 
belief 100 percent, or 125 percent, that the county 
comptroller does not belong in politics. It’s about 
watching the money, that’s it. It’s rooted in fact. 
That’s it.”

“I think I can restore the relationship between 
the Comptroller’s Office and the executive and the 
legislature. That’s what this campaign should be 
about,” said Gallagher when asked what the ideal 
relationship between the comptroller and the 
executive should be. Auerbach and former county 
executive Mike Hein, who also departed office for 
a job in state government, clashed often during 
their tenures.

Cutten, 60, started overseeing budgets when 
she was 26, serving as the comptroller for the City 
of Kingston between 1986 and 1998 after earning 
a bachelor’s in accounting from Pace University. 
She went on to achieve certified public accountant 
status before serving as comptroller for the Town 

of Poughkeepsie and then the Town of Fishkill. 
After a stint working as a CPA in Kingston, Cutten 
worked as the county auditor before Auerbach 
was elected in 2008. Working in this capacity, she 
uncovered a major instance of fraud carried out 

by not-for-profit organization Lower Esopus River 
Watch that she cites as an example of her ability to 
“follow the money.”

“An invoice went across my desk for $50,000 
and I didn’t understand what I was being asked to 
pay for,” said Cutten, a Kingston resident. “I started 
asking questions of the appropriate people and was 
ignored and eventually ridiculed before county 
committees. But I knew it was important to keep 
asking the questions. I produced a 33-page report 
plus attachments and that, along with presentations 
from the county attorney, the DA and an forensic 
auditor at the time were made to the legislature and 
they voted to sent it to [the state] attorney general 
to investigate. They did investigate and prosecute … 
the State Supreme Court decision in that case says 
that between 2002 an 2006 the … organization took 
$1.7 million dollars, and [it] had been successful in 
stealing hundreds of thousands in that time period. 
If I hadn’t refused to approve that $50,000 payment, 
they wouldn’t [have been caught].”

In 2011,  Cutten was hired as a senior 

auditor under then-comptroller Auerbach, where, 
she said, her department disconnected 300 unused 
phone lines. She was promoted to deputy budget 
director, where she worked to implement and train 
county employees in a new digitized countywide 
financial management system.

After attending County Executive Pat Ryan’s bud-
get presentation earlier this month, Cutten said she 
already has ideas to streamline the county’s budget.

“The previous county executive had worked hard 
to rightsize the number of government positions 
and had to reduce the county’s staffing,” she said. 
“In this year, we’re taking a pretty serious move in 
the other direction. We need to keep an eye on it. I 
know that some of those positions are grant-fund-
ed, but sometimes with grant funding, it doesn’t 
materialize. Like the Public Defender’s Office. That 
eventually affects your fund balance. It’s something 
that I want to take a look at.”

Cutten also noted that of the $13 million in-
crease in the proposed 2020 budget, the smallest 
increase went towards health and mental health 
expenditures.

Cutten said she favors a more transparent, ac-
cessible presentation of the county budget, which 
for 2020 comes in at $342.28 million.

“I would advocate for something that is more 

user-friendly,” she said. “Because I have experience 
and know the financial system, if the exec or the 
commissioner of finance didn’t want to summarize 
it in a certain way or present comparatives, I’m in 
the position to offer that to the people in the official 
presentation from the executive.”

Gallagher also advocated for a better online pre-
sentation of the budget online and said she wanted 
to save money by maximizing efficiency.

“Are we providing government in the best way 
that we can? That’s a role that the Comptroller’s 
Office hasn’t had a lot of traction in the past years,” 
she said. “Two of the CSEA employees from [the 
Department of Social Services] said to me, ‘You 
wouldn’t believe the number of times that we have 
to PDF the same documents.’ The far bigger savings 
for taxpayers is in efficiencies.”

Gallagher, who has attained endorsements 
from Auerbach, the CSEA and DiNapoli, worked 
as committee clerk for then-assemblyman Maurice 
Hinchey in 1989 and then worked as a budget 
analyst for the Assembly’s Ways and Means Com-
mittee. She got master’s degrees in public policy 
and environmental science before earning a law 
degree at Boston University and practicing envi-
ronmental law. In 2001, she returned to the Hud-
son Valley and became chairwoman of the Ulster 
County Industrial Development Agency in 2006. 
She eventually headed up the county’s Office of 
Economic Development. Gallagher said that while 
IDA chair, she enacted reforms and implemented a 
“clawback” policy that allowed the agency to rescind 
tax benefits if businesses did not follow up on their 
end of the deal. She participated in the drafting of 
“Ulster Tomorrow,” a plan for the county’s economic 
future that was ultimately incorporated into the 
county comprehensive plan.

“I don’t think it’s about whether or not you have 
the credentials of being a CPA,” said Gallagher. “It’s 
about leadership. I’ve managed financial staff and 
that’s what this job is about. You need vision and 
the ability to communicate with people, and that’s 
what I bring.”

 In  more recent years ,  Gallagher ,  a 

51-year-old Rosendale resident, has overseen large 
budgets for not-for-profits, first with Hudson Valley 
Patterns for Progress and, until resigning to run her 
campaign, as the CEO of Community Foundations 
of the Hudson Valley. The nonprofit administers 
millions in charitable contributions and grants on 
behalf of local community organizations. 

Gallagher said her interest in local government 
began with an interaction with a concrete contractor 
when she ran a private law practice in Saugerties. 
The contractor emotionally, she said, rolled out 
plans for the Ulster County Jail that he said would 
need “hundreds of change orders” on the project. 
As it turned out, the new jail was massively late 
and over-budget. The incident, she said, made her 
realize that the Ulster County government was in 
sore need of reform.

According to Cutten, Gallagher’s ties to area 
nonprofits could pose a conflict of interest.

“Those relationships where she’s given money 
over the past years will create an independence issue 
in appearance or in fact,” Cutten said. “If you were 
sitting on a board, if you have a potential conflict, 
you can recuse yourself from a vote. As the comp-
troller, the decisions about what you audit or don’t 
audit isn’t something that you announce publicly 
... I think that’s a serious issue.”

Gallagher sees no conflict of interest between her 
nonprofit work and serving as comptroller: “I never 
made the funding decisions, I merely administered 
the funds,” she said. “They’re the ones that made 
the final grant decisions.”

Gallagher turned the accusation around, saying 
Cutten is the candidate with the conflict of interest.

“If you look at government accounting stan-
dards… there is a direct bar there. [She] set up [the 
new accounting] systems. I don’t have a conflict of 
interest, she has pointed to nothing in government 
accounting programs. She set up the new system, 
she set up the financial controls, she has the con-
flict. How is she going to audit her own work? If 
you build a building, do you want the builder to do 
the inspection?”

“I had more of an oversight role with respect to 
those grants,” Gallagher continued. “I don’t see any 
conflict whatsoever ... I have ethical responsibilities 
too and I take ethical training too. I think it’s a moot 
issue — let the voters decide.”

-Christina Coulter

Lisa Cutten (L) and March Gallagher  (Photos Provided)
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CORRECTION

Our story last week about the county legislature 
District 2 race misstated on what lines Chris Allen 
will appear this November. Allen will appear on the 
Working Families and Independence party lines as 
well as his self-created “Nonpartisan Party.” The 
Saugerties Times regrets the error.

or a Republican,” he said.
After graduating from Saugerties High School 

in 2012, Ivino earned bachelor’s degrees in en-
vironmental science and political science. Along 
with affordability, Ivino has advocated a term limit 
policy, bringing competition for cable TV service 
to the community and attracting more businesses 
into town — he said that he “can bring an entrepre-
neurial edge with fiscal management and economic 
development” to the board. Ivino said that he will 
work for taxpayers by streamlining the budgets 
that he oversees, looking to eliminate duplicated 
and unnecessary items.

“We need to start with a very, very in-depth look 
at our budget. The thing is, OK, we’re losing money 
here. Let’s identify why we’re losing money. Let’s 
tighten up those margins and make money on it. 
Something that’s making good money, we need to 
look at how we can make more. At the end of the 
day, government is business and it needs to be run 
like a business for the benefit of everybody,” Ivino 
said. “I hope to be part of the first administration 
to cap or lower taxes while giving you that same 
quality of life or better.”

Ivino also indicated that he was in favor of the 
institution of a police commission, rather than a 
police department overseen by the town board, at the 
League of Women Voters public forum on Oct. 18.

“Conversations with our current chief [indicate] 
that he would be willing to try a police commission. 
We have a growing police force… [it can be hard] 
for our board to control a large police department,” 
Ivino said. We have a very good group of guys, and 
the oversight of these guys is a very needed sector. 
… It will allow the town board members focus on 
other issues while a police commission can handle 
[the police department.]”

Challenger Nicole Roskos, 46, has been 

an area resident for the past 17 years with a doctor-
ate in environmental studies, a knack for painting 
landscapes and co-ownership of the cheekily-named 
“Two Hoes Gardening” company. She said that she 
was driven to local government to start a movement 
for an environmentally healthier Saugerties after 
canvassing for now-congressman Antonio Delgado 
in the last election cycle.

Roskos cites her talent for igniting movements 
— she spent a significant chunk of her life in pursuit 
of higher education, graduating from both New 
York University and Drew University as she earned 
degrees in anthropology and religious studies. 
Through her studies, she was able to combine her 
passion for nature and the divine into a doctoral 
degree in what has come to be known as “ecological 
theology.” As Roskos herself describes it, “It’s basi-
cally looking at the relationship between people’s 
idea of the divine and their relationship to nature, 
whether that’s a harmonious relationship or not. The 
study deals with nature, and how we have been put 
here on this planet to care for the earth.” Since she 
signed up with Greenpeace in high school — “I was 
very concerned about the save the whales, save the 
dolphins campaign” — she has led a reforestation 
campaign at Drew University and during a brief 
stint of living in Lake Oswego, Oregon and acting 
as the city’s forestry coordinator through Ameri-
Corps she headed a “century tree” project where she 
educated the community about their oldest trees 
and let them nominate 12 trees that they believed 
to be a hundred years or older, wrapping them in 
silk dressing to draw attention to them.

“I have a lot of experiences organizing move-
ments, and I want to ask you not just to vote for 
me, but to create a movement to create a beautiful, 
healthy Saugerties, one of financial security and 
environmental [stability],” she said in her closing 
statements at the forum. 

With Councilman Mike MacIsaac finishing his 

term this year, Roskos hopes to take up the helm as 
the town’s liaison to the Climate Smart Committee. 
Invigorated by green milestones reached by the 
town this year, like the installation of EV charging 
stations, a greenhouse gas inventory taken of all 
of the town’s municipal buildings, the in-progress 
installation of several solar farms throughout the 
town and the town’s establishment of a climate 
action plan that sets goals for the town to reduce 
their greenhouse gas emissions over time, she hopes 
to continue the drive toward sustainability.

I found out about the climate smart committee 
and all of the amazing work they’ve been doing — I 
was so impressed. I realized that for us to do the fast 
changes that we have to do, if our town is converting 
to renewable energy, people will follow,” she said. 
“I’ve been wanting to work on climate change, I feel 
very passionate about it. … If I’m elected, we’ll make 
sure we move past the bronze and into the silver 
and ultimately into the gold. There’s so much to do 
in so little time, and I’m feeling passionate about it.”

She expressed an interest in conducting a tree 
inventory. “Tree-planting campaigns are going on 
around the world right now, the governments are 
putting on tree campaigns — why not our local 
municipalities?” she asked. “Plus it’s a really heart-
warming thing. We could plant fruit trees, apples, 
peaches. Then we have an urban forest.”

Along with Ivino and Leeanne Thornton, Roskos 
expressed concern over the community’s opioid 
crisis.

Roskos will appear on the Democratic, Green 
and Working Families party lines.

Last weekend, although she had pneu-

monia, Leeanne Thornton manned a charity event 
to raise money to refurbish the Small World play-
ground. When she initially ran for town board she 
had intended to teach her social studies students 
about the workings of the local political machine. 
No one was as surprised as she was, she said, on 
election night when she won.

Now, the 71-year-old Thornton is deputy town 
supervisor and liaison to 10 committees, including 
the town’s comprehensive planning committee, the 
Saugerties Transportation Advisory Committee the 
Boys and Girls Club (whose events she tirelessly 
promotes at town board meetings), the newfound 
Saugerties Arts Commission, TV 23 and the Lifes-
pring adult learning program. She is also president 
of the Esopus Creek Conservancy.

“The most rewarding part of being on the town 
board is the opportunity to work with so many peo-
ple who don’t have a political agenda at all, who are 
committed to make Saugerties the best community 
it can be,” she said. “I’d like to get even more people 
involved in the community and feeling that no one 
has a bad idea, and that everyone can share and that 
there’s a respect for what they like to do. If we can 
make it happen, we make it happen.”

Thornton said that she is particularly proud of 
her role in the progress made on the Bristol Beach 
project — discussed for 14 years, rudimentary trails 
are being cut through the thick wooded area of 
the abandoned brickyard site. She also expressed 
pride in the town’s Lifespring program, which she 
began overseeing under previous town supervisor 
Greg Helsmoortel, her many successful contract 
negotiations with local unions and the town’s new 
comprehensive plan, which she said will be on paper 
by December of this year.

“We’re close, it’s not like we had to reinvent the 
wheel. We’re taking the plan from six years ago 
and tweaking it. Back then, solar farms, Airbnb, 
music venues were just a concept,” she said. “The 
plan has to keep up with the times — that’s why 
you revisit it every five years. [Now we need]  to 
set the public hearing for the zoning changes that 
the comprehensive planning committee has worked 
on to expand the types of businesses that can be on 
Kings Highway.”

Thornton will appear on the Democratic, Inde-
pendence and Working Families party lines.

All three candidates said that they 

would work to achieve their goals, regardless of 
whether incumbent Fred Costello Jr. or Councilman 
Paul Andreassen wins the race for town supervisor.

“I’m friends with Fred, I’m friends with Paul,” 
said Ivino, who has campaigned alongside Andre-
assen and raised about $8,000 towards the animal 
shelter at an event that the two cosponsored. “In 
general, the dynamics kind of fell together with 
like-minded goals.”

“I wish he had finished his term, and I felt like 
[Andreassen] betrayed the Democrats,” said Roskos, 

who has advocated for Costello in the letters to the 
editor section over mileage reimbursement and the 
management of repairs to the Kiwanis Ice Arena. 
“He turned against our supervisor and it felt kind 
of like a betrayal. I would still love to do the climate 
change work, I’ll make sure that gets done, and I 
think he’s down with that. It’s unfortunate, and I 
guess this happens in elections. Hopefully, once 
the election is over, hopefully we can all be friends.”

“When you get elected and you decide you need 
to run for public office, you don’t know who you’re 
going to be working with. Your goal is what’s best 
for the community,” said Thornton. “We don’t always 
agree on things, but I think everyone has respect for 
one another. You listen to both sides and go from 
there and come to consensus ... I’d like to know what 
[Andreassen’s] vision is for the future of Saugerties,” 
she said. “His voting record has been probably 99 
percent yes on resolutions over the past two years, 
or he has abstained [from voting]. I haven’t seen 
any plans or proposals that state specifically why 
and what he would do as supervisor.”

Each candidate expressed concern about 

construction and demolition debris being trucked 
in from out of town. The town has been embroiled 
in a legal battle with Joe Karolys for the better part 
of a year after he responded to town’s stop work 
orders on his three dumpsites in town by filing an 
Article 78 proceeding challenging the orders in 
state Supreme Court, which has led to the town 
being blocked in their attempt to close the dumps 
while state Supreme Court Justice Richard Mott 
mulls the matter.

“We definitely need to strengthen our environ-
mental law policy here in Saugerties,” said Ivino. 
“Something to follow suit of the county’s new en-
forcement of C&D or toxic material across the board, 
being allowed to come into our county. Realistically, 
our state, I don’t want it dumped anywhere else but 
it needs to be handled at the proper facility.”

Roskos pledged to do whatever she could to stop 
the dumping, remarking that one of the dumpsites 
was in her neighborhood. Thornton has attended 
nearly every court hearing involving the matter, 
and addressed the county legislature on the matter.

Town Board
continued from page 1
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Hudson Valley One is the one-stop shop for 
content from all Ulster Publishing newspapers, 
including New Paltz Times, Woodstock Times, 
Kingston Times, Saugerties Times and 
Almanac Weekly. 

Check it out at hudsonvalleyone.com. 
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week. The timing and packag-
ing make for an ideal reading 
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Taking care
Shortage of home health care workers endangers the elderly

W e human beings have a 
funny way of ignoring prob-
lems, even big ones, that we 
don’t have yet but are almost 
certain to have sooner or later. 

Unless a nursing home is in your plans for a happy 
future, home health care will not be a “maybe” if 
you live long enough, which most of us are very 
much hoping to do. Even if you can count on family 
members to look after you when you can’t look after 
yourself, the chances are slim that you have enough 
of them to provide as much care as many of us will 
require. We are going to need outside help to stay 
at home when we get elderly and frail.

For some, like Saugerties centenarian-plus Pau-
line Delson, a wonderful team of home health care 
workers is in place. I met her and her principal aide 
Samantha at her well-kept home where Samantha 
was sewing a small rip in one of Pauline’s favorite 
jackets, a task above and beyond the call of duty. 
Pauline is a lively, engaged senior whose son lives 
nearby and communicates closely with her aides. 
She is very appreciative of the excellent care she gets

But for the many I spoke with and heard about 
who are not so fortunate as Pauline, where are 
these essential service providers going to be found? 
In the Hudson Valley, a shortage of 9000 workers 
is projected by 2026, while the senior population 
will continue to grow and get older as it gets larger. 
According to seniorcare.com, 17% of Saugerties 
residents are seniors (over 3000 people), and 45% 
of those elders live alone. So plenty of people are in 
need of home health care right now, maybe even an 
elderly relative of yours, but can’t find it.

But wait, if there is and will be such a demand for 
home health care workers, why aren’t there enough? 
The answer is unsurprising: home health care work-
ers are paid very low wages (typically between $11-12 
per hour, sometimes with overtime hours available, 
sometimes not). In addition the jobs are “dead-end” 
positions with no option for advancement, either in 
rate of pay or training for higher-level jobs in the 
field. Although many home health care workers are 
in fact people with a gift for healing as well as the 
disposition to work with the frail elderly, many more 
need training to acquire the skills required to care 
for them safely and competently.

It’s a very hard job, much harder than routine child 
care, and takes a toll on home health care workers 
that is physical, mental, emotional, and psychological. 
It requires an understanding of gerontological issues 
and conditions that people need training to grasp as 
well as practical and communication skills that need 
to be taught and learned. The point is that almost 
all home health care workers have either major or 
minor gaps in qualifications at some level that need 
to be addressed through training.

And through no fault of their own, training at the 
needed depth isn’t available. Agency training is brief 
and supervision inadequate, and these workers can 
be so poorly compensated that clients often have to 
supplement wages or pay extra for overtime out of 
their own pockets to receive adequate care. Not to 
mention, there is the private-pay market for workers 
who are not trained even to minimal agency standards. 
The luckiest may be those whose close relatives have 
the time and ability to care for them appropriately 
and can get minimally compensated through the (NY 
State) Consumer Direct Personal Assistance Program.

Agency benefits for workers vary greatly. 

Workers’ compensation and liability is mandatory as 
is social security, but paid leave, sick days, and health 
insurance are rarely, if ever, provided. Of course if 
a worker is hired privately, many employers leave 
retirement to the employee to figure out, along with 
how to manage if they get injured on the job, as 
many do. The only fair (and by the way, legal) way 
to employ someone in your home on a private-pay 
basis is to do all the paperwork involved in payroll 
or hire an agency to do it for you. Now we’re talking 
more serious money, which few have to spend.

The majority of elderly people who need home 
health care rely on Medicaid to pay for it. This in itself 

can involve a major accounting project in order to 
qualify, but even then the same issues with low pay 
and a lack of benefits makes the job undesirable for 
all but the saintly few whose life calling is to care 
for others without expecting or receiving much in 
return. And the Medicaid reimbursement rates to 
agencies have not kept pace with rising costs of living 
or, more important to agencies, the cost of workers 
compensation. Of course the majority of the agencies 
being private for-profit doesn’t help the elderly, either.

So how bad is the shortage right now? The Ulster 
County Office for the Aging (OfA), as of this writing, 
has 142 eligible people on its wait list, people whose 
needs for housekeepers, personal care aides, or both 
cannot be supplied by the agencies with which the 
OfA contracts. The OfA, which only works with 
people who are not eligible for Medicaid (their staff 
can help people determine eligibility and advise 
others of things they can do to become eligible) 
prioritizes people on the wait list according to the 
urgency of their needs, but some people wait for 
many months to get help at home. 

Caring for an elderly person at home is 

many times more cost effective than providing care in 
what Saugerties resident (and director of Health Care 
is a Human Right) Susan Weeks calls “the nursing 
home industrial complex,” where many deteriorate 
rapidly, and those who don’t mostly find conditions 
trying. Since Medicaid pays for both, why are people 
and programs to keep people in their own homes 
so poorly funded? It doesn’t make fiscal sense and 
many feel that it reflects devaluation of elders in 
our culture and society, reflected in the inadequate 
wages, benefits, and training available to the people 
who care for them. Disrespect all around, according 
to one home health care worker I spoke with.

Caring Majority, an activist organization focused 
on improving pay and working conditions of home 
health care workers, thus improving availability 
and quality of care for the elderly and/or disabled 
people who need them, will screen a short and very 
moving documentary on this issue 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 at Saugerties Trinity Church. The 
gathering will feature a discussion led by a Caring 
Majority facilitator following the film. Come to 
learn more and find out what you can do about it.

In the course of interviewing a great many people 
for this column, I spoke with several who run not-
for-profit agencies working in the area of helping 
those who care for elderly relatives in their homes or 
advocate for paid home health care workers, as well 
as to a number of people who either give or receive 
home health care. The amount of information I was 
unable to include here very nearly outweighs what 
you’ve just read. I hope to write a future column on 
all the wonderful people and agencies working in 
this field. Let me know if you’d like to read it.

For more information, see https://www.ny-
caringmajority.org; or https://caringacross.org/
building-caring-majority/, or https://domesticem-
ployers.org.
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How Republicans can 
parlay two election 
night victories into 
four town board seats

R epublicans don’t hold any seats 
on the five-member town board at this 
time. But under

one election night scenario, they 
may hold four on the board come 

January.
Here’s how that can happen.
First, Republican supervisor candidate and sit-

ting town council member Paul Andreassen would 
need to beat incumbent Democratic Supervisor 
Fred Costello Jr.

Secondly, Republican candidate Mike Ivino 
would need to win one of the two town council 
seats against his Democratic-endorsed opponents, 
Leeanne Thornton 
and Nicole Roskos.

T h i r d l y,  s i t -
t ing Democratic 
councilman John 
Schoonmaker would 
need to win his race

against Chris Al-
len and Al Bruno for 
the District 2 Coun-
ty Legislature seat, 
thereby 

relinquishing the 
four-year council seat 
he won in 2017.

If all that hap-
pened, come Jan. 1, there would be two Republi-
can-endorsed town

board members (Andreassen and Ivino) and one 
Democrat-endorsed member (Thornton

or Roskos).
That scenario would leave vacant Andreassen’s 

current council seat as well as Schoonmaker’s.
Come January’s town reorganizational meeting, 

the two “Republicans” and one 
“Democrat” would have to vote to fill the two 

vacancies.
That’s where the two Republican-endorsed board 

members would have the power to select two Re-
publicans to fill the vacant seats. The board could 
then have a 4-1 Republican advantage.

It should be noted that Andreassen and Ivino 
are not registered Republicans. They are registered 
in the Independence Party, so would likely claim to 
have open minds and that 

party affiliation won’t matter in whom they 
choose to fill the vacancies.

But if the scenario as outlined pans out, town 
Republicans will be itching to get back into power 
and will turn the pressure cooker on the candidates 
they got elected.

Then there’s the Heidcamp Factor
If town Republicans took over the town board 

with two vacancies to fill, it’s likely Saugerties Con-
servative Party chairman George Heidcamp would 
insist one of those vacancies get filled by a Conser-
vative, since the two candidates running on the

Republican line are cross-endorsed by Conser-
vatives.

In his eyes it might be a case of whom better 
than Don Tucker to fill a vacancy? His former 
comrade, once a registered Conservative and now 
registered Republican, lost in his 2017 bid for a 
town council seat.

Or might Heidcamp want one of the vacant seats 

for himself? He may be getting bored now that he’s 
been off the school board for a few years.

Other possible scenarios 
The best scenario for Democrats retaining a 

town board majority would be for Costello to win 
and for Schoonmaker to lose, thereby retaining his 
town council seat.

That would insure a 4-1 or 3-2 Democratic ma-
jority come January, since Democrats are assured 
of winning at least one town council seat in this 
election as Republicans only have one candidate 
running on their line.

If between Costello and Schoonmaker only one 
stayed on the town 
board, a nightmare 
scenario might en-
sue. With Andre-
assen retaining his 
town council seat 
and Ivino and one 
Democratic coun-
cil candidate win-
ning, that would 
leave a 2-2 board 
with a vacancy to 
fill. Should that 
be the case, expect 
fireworks between 
board members 

and the political parties in trying to get the vacancy 
filled come January.

Déjà vu ?
Nicole Roskos may appear to be at a disadvan-

tage in her town council race since Thornton and 
Ivino have the Independence lines. Ivino has the 
Conservative line too.  

But Roskos may be heartened by John 
Schoonmaker’s win over Donald Tucker and Vincent 
Altieri in 2017, when Schoonmaker rode to victory 
behind Andreassen with only the Democratic line 
in tow.

Only one Republican 
Former school board member and current village 

Trustee Vincent Buono considered running for town 
council on the Republican line earlier this summer. 
It didn’t happen.

George Heidcamp probably wouldn’t have given 
his okay for Buono to get the  Conservative Party 
nod — almost a requirement for a Republican 
candidate expecting to have any chance of winning 
an election, now that Democrats have overtaken 
Republicans in party registrations in Saugerties.

Articles such as “The Buono Central School 

District” and “Is Buono Asleep at the Wheel?” that 
Heidcamp posted on the web over 10 years ago 
were devastating, and still appear on Heidcamp’s 
once-popular Saugerties Watchdog web site.

With Republicans only filling one of the two 
council slots on their line — a first in modern Sau-
gerties politics — a major party doesn’t have a full 
slate of candidates running for the town council. 

That may be attributed to the shellacking Repub-
lican town board members took at the hands of their 
Democratic-endorsed opponents two years ago.

Mike Ivino stepped forward. But those inclined 
to vote on the Republican line now only have one 
name, but two votes. Some may give that second 
vote to one of the Democratic candidates. That 
could hurt Ivino, since his Democrat opponents 
could get some votes that they may not have gotten 
if Republicans had run two candidates.

If town Republicans took over the 
town board with two vacancies to fill, 

it’s likely Saugerties Conservative Party 
chairman George Heidcamp would 

insist one of those vacancies get filled 
by a Conservative.

THE EAGLE’S VIEW
Klaus Gaebel
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Culinary and other 
thoughts concerning 
rabbits
I haven’t cooked rabbit in a long time, 

but recently it was thrust upon me and 
the old recipes came back to mind.  Many 
years ago I lived next door to an ardent 
rabbit hunter. He had a gang of beagles 

who loved their job; they could be heard for a mile 
away when they were on the hunt and trail of one of 
these creatures. It appeared that the joy of hunting 
was prime, the take of lesser importance. His wife 
of Indian ancestry was a great cook and wild game 
was her specialty. She gave me some of her recipes 
that were pretty simple, roasted with vegetables and 
a good dose of sassafras. I developed it a bit more 
to my family’s liking looking more like chicken, and 
never refused an offer for this small furry mammal.

I recently had a pleasant visit from an old friend; 
he broke down on the Thruway on his way home 
from closing up his summer camp in Vermont 
and got towed to Catskill. Life has been very suc-
cessful for Ken and his passion for exotic cars has 
had him behind the wheel of cars, some of which 
I had never even heard of. This trip he was in his 
McLaren Spider, which I am sure cost more than 

the last house I bought. He made arrangements 
to have it towed back to his mechanic in Mount 
Kisco where he lives, as he never trusted anyone, 
who might get parts from the automotive section 
of Walmart. He checked into a motel, rented a car 
and called me. He suggested that he would bring 
the fixings for dinner, if I would cook it. I agreed, 
not knowing what was on the menu. He showed up 
later with a cooler filled with rabbit. He was sure 
I had cooked this wild varmint, he was correct. It 
has been a long time since I have ventured into 
this gastronomical feat, but was willing to give it a 
try. Since these rabbits were not wild there would 
not be any buckshot and there was little need to 
soak them in buttermilk.

I decided against Hasenpfeffer, a sort of rabbit 
stew, since I did not have certain ingredients like 
currant jelly or black peppercorns. This exotic 
sounding dish is good, but I have found that a 
bit of white wine and chicken broth with seared 
rabbit is as good and delighted my kids for years. 
Ken supplied the dinner wine, including a Moscato 
d’Asti — a dessert wine which went well with the 

cheesecake that had been in my freezer just waiting 
for this moment.

The rabbit has played a good many roles 

in our lives. Who could forget Br’er Rabbit told by 
Uncle Remus, or Peter Rabbit of famous McGregor 
farm, the carrot-munching Bugs, and Thumper who 
befriended Bambi and, in more recent years, The 
Energizer Bunny.

My grandmother told many stories about rab-
bits, claiming that it was her spirit animal, which 
brought her happiness and good fortune. She always 
had a rabbit’s foot with her; she told us the story 
about how this started with the British account. A 
rabbit had to be killed in a country churchyard at 
midnight during the dark of the moon on Friday 
the 13th by a cross-eyed, left-handed, red-headed, 
bowlegged man on a white horse. That was truly 
the only way a dead rabbit’s foot could bring luck. 
My mother frowned on some of her stories and very 
often scolded her for her adding her own flourishes 
to these tales. But we loved them and although I 
sometimes find myself filling in the spaces which 
I have forgotten, I know that I am more like my 
Nana then I would have believed.

And remember Humorist R.E. Shay commented 
that, “Depend on the rabbit’s foot if you will, but 
remember it didn’t work for the rabbit.”

OUTDOORS
Barbara Buono
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ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Providing inspiration
A BULLY PULPIT is a conspicuous position 

that provides an opportunity to speak 
out and be listened to. This term was 
coined by United States president 
Theodore Roosevelt, who referred 

to his office as a bully pulpit, by which he meant a 
terrific platform from which to advocate an agenda.

The Ulster County executive’s office often carries 
a plywood podium with the Ulster County seal on 
its front to wherever the county executive is the 
major speaker. The pictures the media take at such 
events appear on screens and in printed publica-
tions. Sometimes what the county executive has to 
say is new and important. At other times, the news 
release merely repeats what already has been said 
in a slightly altered configuration of familiar words.  
Truth to tell, the release last Thursday about the 
creation of the “first-ever Department of Eco-
nomic Development” was more the latter than 
the former. But isn’t repetition supposed to be the 
mother of  learning? Repetitio mater studiorum est.
Economic development was previously handled by 
personnel embedded in the county planning depart-
ment. Executive Pat Ryan wants to emphasize the 
importance of a new separate department and other 
measures to support his initiative “to grow and diver-
sify our economy for all.” He’s already announced the 
appointment of Lisa Berger to head the new depart-
ment and earlier in October released a budget for it.  
At a press conference last Thursday Ryan spent a 
few moments making the announcement behind 
the podium in one corner of the small room on 
the sixth floor of the county office building in 
Kingston. Then he moved to the other side of 
the room and sat at a table covered with a blue 
tablecloth with a placard announcing “Grow and 
diversify our economy for all” hanging to its front. 
Two small images of the county seal flanked the 
placard.  A pair of county legislators and a handful 
of other notables stood behind Ryan. A photo op!
Very little is more certain than the appointment of 
Berger and the passage of a 2020 county budget 
confirming funding for the office. “This new de-
partment structure allows for robust leadership, 

transparent approaches to delivering economic 
development for all,” said the announcement of the 
2020 executive preliminary budget on October 3, 
“and will allow the county to put funds behind a 
new approach to economic development in Ulster 
County by increasing spending by nearly 25 percent.”
The 2020 executive budget proposes four posi-
tions in the new Department of Economic De-
velopment. Regular pay for the four positions is 
budgeted at $292,046, including $98,101 for the 
director. Retirement, Social Security payments and 
health benefits will add $143,750 to that number.
In the 2020 budget, Berger will, for all practical 
purposes, be replacing the previous deputy di-
rector for economic development in the planning 
department, Suzanne Holt. And a new position 
of deputy director of economic development 
will replace one of the planning department’s 
business service administrators at similar pay.
An additional $275,000 is tucked into the 
$757,096 total departmental budget for pro-
fessional services such as consultants. That’s 
where the new spending will actually go.
At the same time, the departure of the positions for 
business services from the Planning Department 
has reduced the planning budget (expenses minus 
revenues) from $1.81 million in the amended 2019 
budget to $924,000 in the recommended 2020 ex-
ecutive budget. That transfer will be where planning 
expenses will be cut, allowing the prudent accommo-
dation of the new positions in the new department.
The revised organizational structure for Ulster 
County economic development is merely the ve-
hicle for the accomplishment of Pat Ryan’s ambi-
tions. It’s a starting point. How well it will succeed 
will depend on the smarts, skills and inspiration 
breathed into it by its participants. Growing and 
diversifying our economy won’t be easy, but it’s a 
highly desirable goal.

photos by david gordon
BEHIND THE PULPIT: Pat Ryan speaking at the Ashokan 
rail-trail opening ceremony last Friday morning. 
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OPINION
LETTERS

Vote for Allen
As a member of the Independence Party, I have 

always voted for County Legislator Chris Allen 
because of his intelligence, ideas, work ethic and 

guts. Legislator Allen is truly a man of the people, 
as his passion for how he serves his constituents 
is refreshing. From the first time Legislator Allen 
knocked on my door in 2013, I have followed him 
and gotten to know him on a personal level. Legisla-
tor Allen’s ability to brainstorm and his passion for 
political service is impressive. Relative to the two 
opponents running against Legislator Allen, there 
is no doubt in my mind that he will win. Unlike his 
one opponent John Schoonmaker, Legislator Allen 
takes attendance very seriously, as Councilman 
Schoonmaker has had extremely poor attendance 
on the Diaz Ambulance Emergency Services Board 
and the Animal Shelter Board. My life was saved 
by an emergency surgery in 2016 after an ambu-
lance ride from Kingston Hospital up to Albany 
Medical Center, so I appreciate the services that 
Diaz provides. If Legislator Allen had been on the 
town board, he would have not missed important 
committee meetings. Legislator Allen’s attendance 
for meetings within the County Legislature was 
outstanding.

On Nov. 5, vote for Chris Allen for County Legisla-
ture on the Working Families Party or Independence 
Party line or do so through early voting. Legislator 
Allen is clearly the best choice for the job!

Russell DeCicco
Saugerties

Support Thornton

Over the past eight years I have worked  with 
Leeann Thornton on various joint Town and Village 
of Saugerties committees. They include public access 
TV23 and the Comprehensive Plan committee. In 
my opinion, you will never find anyone as dedi-
cated as she is. I am always amazed at the amount 
of knowledge she has acquired from holding her 
position on the Town of Saugerties Board.

I hope you will consider casting your vote this 
year to re-elect Leeann Thornton to the Saugerties 
Town Board.

Jeannine Mayer, trustee
Village of Saugerties

Dave Clegg for district attorney
One of the positions we get to vote for this year 

is the Ulster County District Attorney. For me, this 
decision is an easy one and I hope you will keep 

reading to know why.
I believe it is time for a District Attorney who 

counts success by the number of people helped by 
the District Attorney’s office, not by the number of 
people incarcerated. The way to do this is through 
Restorative Justice, an approach that recognizes 
that our criminal justice system and community 
have shared goals: to keep offenders accountable, 
repair harm and work collaboratively to prevent 
the next cycle of crime. 

To quote the Alliance for Safety and Justice 
(2019) “Perhaps to the surprise of some, the Na-
tional Survey on Victims’ Views found that the 
overwhelming majority of crime victims believe 
that the criminal justice system relies too heavily 
on incarceration, and strongly prefer investments 
in prevention and treatment to more spending on 
prisons and jails.” (https://allianceforsafetyandjus-
tice.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Crime-Sur-
vivors-Speak-Report-1.pdf)

Please note, I am not affiliated with Dave Clegg’s 
campaign; I am a resident of Ulster County who is 
tired of seeing vast sums of money that could be 
used much more wisely, spent on a criminal justice 
system that values people — those who are victims 
of crime and those who commit crimes. Mike Ka-
vanagh, in his campaign material, calls attention to 
the past eight years during which he has been part 
of the DA’S office and emphasizes the number of 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS
Because there won’t be time for a response, we 
will only print letters next week that support a 
candidate but do not criticize their opponent. We
apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

AL BRUNO 
for Ulster County Legislature

Honesty
Integrity
Common Sense
Working to bring living 
wage jobs to Ulster County

A taxpayer working  
for All taxpayers

✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭
  AlForUlster

Paid for by the committee to elect Al Bruno
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cases “successfully” prosecuted by his office in the 
past eight years — over 30,000. Really? Is that what 
we are paying for? Is that what we want? Or, do we 
want to reduce the number of folks who become part 
of the criminal justice system — either as victims or 
as folks who commit crimes. Aren’t there so many 
better ways to spend our money?

One last word, if you want to know more about Dave 
Clegg and his thinking on the criminal justice system, 
please do as I did and go to his website, cleggforda.com. 

And speaking of “please,” do vote! Early voting 
runs from October 26 through November 3 (see 
https://elections.ulstercountyny.gov/early-voting/).
Election Day is November 5, 2019.

Ellen Rocco
New Paltz

Solid ideas
It was wonderful to participate in the League of 

Women’s Candidate Forum (debate) that was held 
on Friday, October 18th. Saugerties-Time Warner 
Access Channel 23 will be rebroadcasting the event 
several more times this coming Saturday and Sun-
day on October 26th and 27th. As one of the three 
candidates for Ulster County Legislative District 2, 
I was able to debate along with my two opponents 
and the two candidates running for Ulster County 
Legislature in District 1. This forum gave me an 
opportunity to really stand out as being the most 
well informed, well educated, knowledgeable and 
experienced candidate in this election, and I am the 
only candidate running for political office on the 
county legislative level who is running on specific, 
legitimate and important policy setting ideas that 
can be accomplished by the Ulster County Legisla-
ture and county government. During the debate, I 
was able to clarify a false idea that my Democratic 
opponent stated in his answer to a question about 
combatting climate change. County Legislators and 
the Ulster County Legislature do not have the legal 
authority to “ban fossil-fuel development in Ulster 
County,” as I pointed out that only state lawmakers 
can set policies to ban major fossil-fuel development 
projects like the Pilgrim Pipeline from being insti-
tuted throughout parts of New York State including 

Ulster County. My Democratic opponent stated that 
he would work “...to ban all fossil fuel development 
in Ulster County” and that Ulster County has been 
a lead pioneer in setting policies aimed at cleaning 
up our environment and addressing climate change 
like how Ulster County banned plastic bags prior to 
New York State government banning plastic bags 
Statewide. My Democratic opponent also incor-
rectly stated that he hoped that by Ulster County 
preemptively banning fossil-fuel development, it 
would lead to New York State following such a 
lawmaking policy change that he would institute 
if he were elected to the Ulster County Legislature. 
These statements demonstrate that my Democratic 
opponent has no conception of how and when Ulster 
County has its own sovereign right to establish laws 
and when state law supersedes Ulster County’s right 
under New York State Home Municipal Law Rule 
to set their own laws. Ulster County is able to ban 

the distribution of plastic bags through the types 
of local laws that allow counties to regulate certain 
types of commerce. Under Statewide environment 
review, (SEQR Review), State Agencies review major 
development projects that could negatively impact 
the environment.

In addition, I also pointed out that my Democrat-
ic opponent’s idea to establish an “Invasive Species 
Taskforce Committee” within the Ulster County 
Legislature is something that would not warrant 
more than two meetings per year, and in actuality, 
such a committee would have no enforcement power, 
as there is already a State Invasive Species Taskforce 
which can distribute money to municipalities like 
the Village and Town of Saugerties if Grants are 
submitted on time. Ulster County Budgetary funds 
will not go towards cleaning up the Saugerties Beach 
just as they will not go towards building a parking 
garage in the Village of Saugerties like what my 

A Column for All, 
About Justice for All

RISING HOPE 

Over the past five years I’ve been involved in a 
program called Rising Hope. It’s a religious-
based, entirely-volunteer organization that 

provides college level classes in subjects including 
Ethics, World Religion, and Homiletics, which were the 
courses I taught at Woodbourne Prison. The goal is to 
equip prisoners with the skills and knowledge to help 
them successfully re-enter their communities. I served 
alongside of half a dozen volunteer professionals. One 
of them was my sixth-grade teacher, now in his late 80’s. 
He taught Introduction to Counseling and became a 
wise father figure to many of the men. He was beloved 
and changed a lot of lives for the better. 

Rising Hope keeps track of its graduates. In fact, they 
have an alumnus gathering each year. They have found 
that the recidivism rate for its graduates is less than 
5%. What is recidivism? Examples of recidivism include 
breaking the law, violating parole, being convicted of a 
crime, and returning to prison. Overall recidivism rates 
in New York are above 50%. As you can see, the men 
who graduate the Rising Hope Program are 10 times 
less likely to recidivate (yes, that’s the adverb they use). 
Rehabitating people who are in prison and providing re-
entry programs for people who are released from prison 
makes sense if you want to reduce crime. It’s not about 
coddling convicts, it’s about improving public safety.

Dutchess County has started a re-entry program 
called Project MORE, Inc. It has provided criminal 
justice reform programming to the County for over a 
decade. The services include transitional housing, life 
skills, High School Equivalency education, employment 
readiness, and anger management. The Department of 
Probation has confirmed a high rate of success for the 
programs. The Dutchess County Comptroller, Robin 
Lois, determined that the average daily client cost ranged 
from $6-$46 per day, which is nominal compared to the 
$210 average cost of a day in jail. She found that program 
proved to be a good investment for the County.

Preventing crime, making the community safer and 
stronger, while saving the tax payer money is a win-win-
win. As DA, I believe I can work to accomplish all of these 
goals, each without the cost of the other. We need smart 
solutions to our criminal justice problems..

Dave Clegg brings four decades of experience practicing 
criminal defense, and nine years as an Ulster County 
Public Defender. He has fought for the rights of victims his 
entire career. Dave is the Chairperson of the Ulster County 
Human Rights Commission and has been a leader in our 
community for decades. 

P A I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Re-Elect Mary Wawro Ulster County Legislator, District 1
Proudly serving the communities of northern Saugerties

Vote for Mary this November on Conservative, 
Republican, and Independence lines.
https:facebook.com/MarvWawroForLegislator
(845) 246-1017 • mary_wawro@yahoo.com PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
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Republican opponent has stated he would like to 
see happen ... 

My platform is filled with solid ideas that can be 
accomplished with the support of my colleagues in 
county government. Improvements to the Office for 
the Aging and services to the elderly, a rule change 
that makes the Ulster County Legislature more 
professional and less drama-filled, a plan to set up 
an alternative healthcare network at opioid drug 
treatment centers and realistic plans to address our 
environmental-related issues at the Esopus Creek 
and our housing shortage in Ulster County are all 
within my platform. It will be a pleasant challenge 
to work to institute these ideas and an honor to 
serve you again in District 2. Vote for me on the 
Working Families Party Line or the Independence 
Party Line on Nov. 5 or through early voting in 
Ulster or Woodstock.
                                        Chris Allen 

Saugerties

Costello’s vigor and optimism
I attended the League of Women Voters debate 

last week, and was puzzled by town board member 
Andreassen’s failure to lay out his vision or plans 
for governing Saugerties should he be elected su-
pervisor. Grievance and resentment are not plans. 

On the other hand, Supervisor Costello, with 
vigor and optimism, let us all know his priorities 
for his second term.  I’m very comfortable with the 
direction of our town under Supervisor Costello’s 
stewardship and will enthusiastically vote for him 
to continue in office.

Christian Kelly
Saugerties

Support for March Gallagher
I am writing in support of March Gallagher’s 

candidacy for Ulster County Comptroller. I have 
been professionally engaged with March for over 
six years; first through her role as chief strategy 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Michael J. Kavanagh Ulster County District Attorney, P.O. Box 4803, Kingston, New York 12402 

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE WERE THE VICTIM 
OF A SERIOUS CRIME WHO WOULD YOU 

WANT TO PROSECUTE THE PERPETRATOR? 

Elect ~ Mike Kavanagh, Ulster County District Attorney 
Rated Highly Qualified by the Ulster County Bar Association 

EXPERIENCE MATTERS! 

Obtained Convictions against Defendants 
Charged with ... 

KAVANAGH OPPONENT 

Murder 
Rape/Domestic Violence 
Child Abuse 
Armed Robbery 
Home Invasion 
Drug Dealing/Gangs 
Animal Abuse 

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 

ULSTER COUNTY 
LEGISLATURE  
DISTRICT 1

As County Legislator, Aaron Levine will:

email: Aaron4Ulster@gmail.com
AARON LEVINE FOR ULSTER COUNTY 
LEGISLATURE DISTRICT 1

WORKING TO ENSURE A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR SAUGERTIES AND ULSTER COUNTY
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officer with Pattern for Progress and then again as 
chief executive officer and president of Community 
Foundations of the Hudson Valley.  

I had first become acquainted with March when 
I was working as a journalist. She was serving as 
chair of Ulster County’s Industrial Development 
Agency and later as head of Ulster County Economic 
Development and was highly impressed with her 
work ethos — which included accountability and 
transparency — in a time when those traits were 
not always appreciated.

Later, I watched March serve as a vital conduit 
between critical regional data generated by the 
regional think tank, Pattern for Progress, and the 
community-at-large; generating, studying, analyz-
ing and then delivering sensitive albeit significant 
statistics on issues such as housing, healthcare, 
infrastructure and more. March always made sure 
the greater community and its leaders had these 
important findings for consideration by always 
reaching out across multiple sectors. March has a 
knack for rounding-up community, organizations 
and community members of all ilk to the same table 
for civil discussion, while also ensuring that anyone 
not native to the issues could easily and quickly 
learn about them. March did this, in part, simply 
by making herself available with a refreshing “open 
door” policy…which she still employs today. The 
outcome of March’s work with Pattern for Progress 
informed and shaped public policy development. 
One study heralded by March was on how the aging 
population in the Hudson Valley is impacting the 
healthcare system…that study is cited by the New 
York Caring Majority and others to create more 
homecare — that’s for us!  

Later I worked closely with March in my hunger 
relief work, in which I am still currently engaged, 
while she was in her role as CEO of Community 
Foundations of the Hudson Valley. March walked 
independently; fairly and squarely right down the 
middle of the road to ensure she could maintain 
relations on all sides — alienating nobody — which I 
know she will do as our comptroller. She championed 
a slew of important philanthropic causes ranging 
from the arts and education to animal welfare to 
emergency feeding, driven with passion and concern, 
and always went above and beyond in her fiscal over-
sight of financial contributions as if they came from 
her own checkbook.  March painstakingly avoided 
personal and professional conflicts of interest, no 
matter how challenging. That’s integrity. 

I am confident that March’s qualities of integrity, 
transparency and accountability within her work 
ethos will safeguard Ulster County tax dollars in 
our era of growth. 

Carrie Jones Ross
Marlboro

Dear Fred Jr.
You seem like such a nice boy. All smiles and 

pats on the back in your mom and dad’s restaurant. 
But shame on you.

How can you take credit for things that other 
people do in your newspaper ads? Let me thank 
them for you.

Climate Smart: Thanks Mike MacIsaac for 
spearheading and Mary O’Donnell and members 
of the CAC.

The Saugerties Arts Commission: Thanks Bar-
bara Bravo for your suggestion and the town board 
for appointing the new board.

Mount Marion Dam: Thanks Doug Myers for 
the work you did with FEMA and New York Rising.

Platte Clove water culvert repair: Thanks Roehr’s 
Construction for the special equipment that you 
provided and the entire town board for approving 
the bid.

Solar installation at the town landfill: Thanks 
East Light Partners for approaching the town as 
developers to offer us this project.

Thanks Mike Ivino and Joe Maloney for orga-
nizing and sponsoring the animal shelter benefit. 
But Fred, where is the $500,000 estate money left 
to the animal shelter?

As for the Karolys dump question: Interrupting 
the court proceedings to sit and gawk. Don’t you 
think that the town attorneys and zoning board can 
handle their jobs without you?

You gave yourself a raise the first year in office. 
The budget has a fund for free tickets to fundraisers, 
luncheons, dinners banquets, galas. Why? Trans-
parency anyone?

Frozen Ice Arena: Twenty years of overspending, 
setbacks on a tent that will never be used year-round. 
Probably a 39 percent heat loss! (It is a tent.) Who 

Vote for
Expertise, Experience
and Independence. 

Lisa Cutten is uniquely  
qualified to serve as Ulster’s 
next comptroller. She is  
the only Certified Public 
Accountant in the race, and 
the only candidate with  
more than 30 years of direct 
public auditing experience. 

Lisa has taken on  
corruption and has stood  
up to the Ulster political  
machine, saving taxpayers 
hundreds of thousands  
of dollars. She has the  
knowledge and  
independence we need  
in our next Comptroller.

Lisa Cutten’s  
Record of Public Auditing and  

Financial Oversight
 
 • Ulster County Director of Accountability,  
   Compliance & Efficiency (2014-2019) 
 • Ulster County Deputy Budget Director   
  (2012-2014) 
 • Senior Auditor, Ulster County Comptroller’s   
   Office (2011-2012) 
 • Ulster County Auditor (2006-2008) 
 • Comptroller for the Towns of Poughkeepsie  
   and Fishkill (1994-2001) 
 • City of Kingston Treasurer  
   (1986-1988; 1992-1993) 
 • BBA in Accounting, Pace University 1980 
 • Licensed Certified Public Accountant  
   since 1983

Cutting Fraud, Cutting Waste, Cutting Abuse - Count on Cutten.
CU T T E N FO R U L ST E R .COM

ON NOVEMBER 5TH,  
Vote for Expertise, Experience and Independence. 

Vote for Lisa Cutten, Ulster County Comptroller.

Paid for by Friends of Lisa Cutten

★ ★ ★ ★ JOHN SCHOONMAKER ★ ★ ★ ★ 
“It is time for the next generation to take the torch and light the way. 
We need new leadership who will stand up for what’s right.”

With a background in biology, John will make decisions 
based in research and facts to protect our environment 
and our pocketbooks.

He will hold monthly town halls to inform and listen to the 
residents of Saugerties — a legislator is only as good as 
their commitment to the people.

He will tackle the climate crisis head-on by banning fos-
sil fuel projects in the county and will examine new ap-
proaches to combat the opioid epidemic, fight to bring 
new industries with good paying jobs to Ulster County, 
and ensure everyone has access to affordable housing 
and fast broadband.

So vote John Schoonmaker and Row A for change that benefits everyone — not 
just a privileged few.

 — Paid Political Advertisement —

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
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bothers to listen to any cohesive suggestions or plans 
of a permanent building, which would be standing 
now, (thanks Paul Andreassen, but nobody listened). 
This new repair of $1.3 million and rising is still a 
temporary solution. Not a building that would make 
Saugerties proud. Murky thinking, my boy! Nobody 
seems to have the time to research and question. 
Vote Yes! Yes! Yes! Spend without thought. Oops 
we need to raise the taxes. We have no savings — 
how could that be?

The Small World Playground: Why is the public 
having private fundraisers to replace a park that 
should have been maintained by our Parks and 
Recreation Department?

Oh Yes Another Little Problem: Are you out-
raged by what you call personal attacks? Have you 
noticed at least a dozen attacks in opinion on Paul 
Andreassen by your henchmen? You know who 
they are. They tell you what to do. But who is in 
the background telling you what to do and making 

decisions for the town?
Shame on you! I’m a voting Democrat my whole 

life. You were a Republican, and now you are in the 
Independence Party. Do you stand for anything?

Cecelia Sciortino
Saugerties

Andreassen strong on the 
environment

Paul Andreassen does not have to prove his 
environmental bona fides to anyone. He’s been an 
environmental steward for this town all his life. As 
building inspector from 1996 to 2006, long before 
some of the candidates running for office were ever 
involved and before some of their supporters were 
born, Mr. Andreassen practically single-handed-
ly went up against the candle factory on Kings 
Highway and, after long months of court battles, 

successfully had the company shut down for unsafe 
operating practices and a plethora of building and 
fire code violations. Where was the town board then? 
By his actions he may have prevented more deaths 
(there was one death attributed to operating after 
the closure was ordered by then Supreme Court 
Justice Vincent Bradley). Not only were they cited 
for code violations but for polluting the air and 
groundwater as well.  Where were the candidates 
then? Where was Mr. Costello? Although serving 
on the town board at the time was Mr. Costello busy 
building his apartment complexes and working at 
his parents’ restaurant? He was not at the hearings 
while Mr. Andreassen was being grilled by the 
company’s counsel on cross-examination.   

That’s the type of person Paul Andreassen was 
and will be as our town’s next supervisor; a staunch 
supporter of due process and a steward of the land, 
not someone looking for photo opportunities or 
headlines at the expense of others. Vote Nov. 5 for 
Paul Andreassen.

Gaetana Ciarlante
Saugerties

Ice Arena rebuttal

In your edition, last week, a letter to the editor 
contained inaccurate information, which I wish 
to address and correct concerning the Ice Arena 
project.

To write, there was lack of planning and the proj-
ect loosely planned, is inaccurate. I first addressed 
my concerns to the town board in the spring of 2016 
and received authorization to have our engineer 
explore different types of buildings, along with cost 
analysis. The process has been on-going for over 
three years. Our engineer has devoted much time 
and planning, along with putting his heart and soul 
into this project.  

The contractor has dragged their feet, miser-
ably, since being awarded the contract in June, 
with multiple excuses and delays. Our engineer, 
along with the town, have done everything in our 
powers to get the contractor, along with the project, 
moving. Finally, the week before last, the project 
commenced on Oct. 9. 

The hybrid building is close to a conventional 
building. The side and end walls are constructed 
of steel, with exterior and interior metal cladding. 
The roof consists of PVC panels, not poly fabric 
like the old structure, and comes with a 25-year 
manufacturer’s warranty. The entire building is 
fully insulated.    

It was written the reinstall of the fire suppression 
system was not included in the overall budget, which 
is also inaccurate. Fire suppression is included in the 
budget, which I submitted to the entire town board 
and recreation committee on June 12, 2019, along 
with alluding to the budget in a recent Saugerties 
Times interview.

There are no hidden costs, all project components 
and expenses are detailed in that same budget. Un-
less there is some unforeseen and/or extenuating 
circumstance, which nobody can foresee, I fully 
expect the project to come in at or under budget. 

Unfortunately, there have been delays and timing 
is poor, due to contractor aforementioned, but the 
old dome fabric structure would never have made 
another year. Both youth hockey and high school 
leagues have scheduled their November games away 
and will not be losing a big chunk of their season. 

I greatly appreciate the writer speaking with me. 
It is unfortunate of the misinformation and rumors 
floating about. As I mentioned to the writer, and as 
I also express to anyone, who wishes to discuss the 
Ice Arena project, to please contact me. I have always 
had an open door policy and anyone is welcomed to 
contact and/or meet with me to discuss this project 
and/or any matter pertaining to the department.

 
Greg Chorvas, superintendent, Department 

of Parks, Recreation and Buildings
Saugerties

CHRIS ALLEN
On Tuesday November 5th, 6 AM - 9 PM

Ulster County Legislature – District 2 – The Village, Barclay Heights and Malden 
Vote Chris Allen in the general election on the  

Working Families and Independence Party Lines. 

In Chris Allen’s 3rd term he will:
• Improve upon County services to senior citizens
• Implement rule changes to make the Legislature “filled with less drama”
• Create alternative treatment options available to opioid addicts
• Seek DEP and other assistance in cleaning up our Waterways
• Work to bring Economic Development and jobs to Saugerties and Ulster County
• Create a Housing Policy and Protect our Environment
• Focus on Lyme disease and HealthCare

Since 2014, Legislator Chris Allen has:
•  Reduced County Property Taxes by voting on four budgets that reduced property assessments
•  Assisted Saugerties residents in all three legislative districts, not just his
•  A 98% attendance record for monthly meetings and 97% for committees
•  Written the Lyme Disease Awareness Policy for Ulster County Government
•  Facilitated for the removal of seven dangerous trees from three residencies
•  Made CS X Railroad clean up dangerous stone at the Doyle’s Lane crossing
•  Voted on the expansion of the County Government Solar Panel Farm
•  Voted on the expansion of electric hybrid vehicles in the County fleet and County Buses that 

run on recycled Soybean Oil
•  Voted to move the Family Court to Ulster which saved the taxpayers $11 Million Dollars

A Vote for Chris Allen is a vote for: 
•  The only candidate with a college degree - (Associate’s, Bachelor’s, Master’s Degrees)
•  The only candidate presenting accurate, legal and feasible ideas
•  The only candidate with four years experience in County Government
•  The only candidate with experience voting on County Budgets which are over  

$325 Million Dollars
•  The only candidate with an accurate understanding of how County Government operates and 

what legal authorities and powers the County Legislature has to pass Laws, sets policies and 
interface with the County IDA Board

“My mission will be to fight for jobs, economic development, lower property taxes, education, 
health care and government efficiency by using non-partisan ideas to address Saugerties’ 
concerns. I am the only candidate with county government experience (4 years, 2 terms) with 
strong attendance for committee meetings as an elected official.” 

“It is an honor to serve the residents of District 2 and thank you for your continued support!”

  CHRIS ALLEN FOR ULSTER COUNTY
— Paid for by friends of Chris Allen —

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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CommunityNotes
COMMUNITY

Final Farmers Market of the season
The theme for the Saugerties Farmers Market on Sat-
urday, Oct. 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 115 Main St. will 
be “Halloween Tricks and Treats” featuring a costume 
contest, photo booth, pumpkin-painting, apple-dipping 
and hayrides. In the Art Corner, local artist Anita Barbour 
will show kids how to use templates to copy the houses 
from the Addams Family and Munsters television shows 
and add cut-out fi gures of most of the characters. 
Live music will be provided by singer-songwriter Niall 
Connolly from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The market doubles the 
value of SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, formerly food stamps) with fi nancial donations 
from Town & Country Liquors and the Kiwanis Club 
of Saugerties, and accepts FMNP (Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program), senior and veterans’ coupons. For 
more information, visit SaugertiesFarmersMarket.com.

Hudson Valley Sloop Clearwater 
Experience the Hudson River from a new perspective 
by sailing with Clearwater from Kingston on Saturday, 
Oct. 26. Tickets are available at the Clearwater.org 
Facebook event link at https://www.facebook.com/
events/964770397190341/. To become a member of 
Clearwater, call (845) 265-8080 or visit www.Clear-
water.org.

Yard and bake sale
Centerville Methodist Church at the corner of Center-
ville Church Rd. and Route 212 is having a yard and 
bake sale Saturday, Oct. 26 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (The 
bake sale will be held rain or shine, but the yard sale 
is weather permitting.) Look for pies, cakes, cookies 
and lots of treasures.

Pork and sauerkraut dinner
Atonement Lutheran Church at 100 Market St. will host 
their annual pork and sauerkraut dinner on Saturday, 
Oct. 26 with two seatings, the fi rst at 5 p.m. and the 
second at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $13 for adults, $6 for chil-
dren and free for kids under four. For reservations or 
take-out, call (845) 246- 7003 or 246-8322.

Broadband information link
To fi nd out more about a project that could possibly 
lead to broadband in Saugerties, visit http://www.
saugertiesbroadband.net.

Documentary screening about long-term 
healthcare
Trinity Church at 32 Church Rd. in Saugerties will host 
a free screening of a documentary on Tuesday, Oct. 29 
from 5:30-7 p.m. The fi lm is about people who need 
long-term care and the workers who provide it. Running 
time is 35 minutes. The screening will be followed by 
a community-building discussion led by  NY Caring 
Majority leaders, a group fi ghting for long-term care. 
By 2026, there will be a shortage of approximately 
9,000 healthcare workers in the Hudson Valley area. 
Most of us will need long-term care at some point, or 
know someone who will, but most insurance doesn’t 
cover it. Learn more about what can be done to solve 
the problem. 

Chamber of Commerce monthly mixer
The Saugerties Chamber of Commerce will hold their 
monthly meeting and mixer on Wednesday, Oct. 30 at 
6:30 p.m. at fi berfl ame, 1776 Route 212 in Saugerties. 
The event will feature a guest speaker and updates on 
events happening in Saugerties. Light snacks and re-
freshments will be off ered. Meet other business owners 
and interested residents of Saugerties while exploring 
the fi berfl ame craft studio. Everyone is welcome.

Operation SOS packs for the troops 
for Thanksgiving
Operation SOS (Support Our Service people) will 
prepare packages of comfort items on Thursday, Oct. 
31 for members of the American military deployed in 
combat or hostile areas. The event begins at 10 a.m. 
at the Senior Center on Market St. Those who would 
like to add names and addresses of military personnel 

serving in such areas may contact Gaetana Ciarlante at 
patriot246@gmail.com to have them included in this 
shipping. The nonprofi t Operation SOS has provided 
support to members of the military since 2003. The vol-
unteer organization does not charge for their services. 
Those without Internet access may call (845) 532-0833.

History presentation about Hudson River 
lighthouses
Stuyvesant, Coxsackie, Rockland Lake, Danskammer 
Point, Esopus Island, Crossover Dike: these are just a few 
of the “lost” lighthouses and lights of the Hudson River. 
Eight Hudson River lighthouses remain, but dozens 
once dotted the shores of the Hudson between Troy 
and New York City. The Friends of Historic Saugerties 
will present “Lost Lighthouses of the Hudson River” 
on Saturday, Nov. 2 at 2 p.m. in the community room 
of the Saugerties Public Library, 91 Washington Ave. 
Using primary sources that will include maps, news-
paper articles and historic photos, Sarah Wassberg 
Johnson will share her research on the often unknown 
lights, their keepers, and what ultimately happened to 
the structures themselves. Johnson is the director of 
education at Hudson River Maritime Museum. She has 
an MA in public history from the University of Albany 
and is the editor and co-author of Hudson River Light-
houses (2019).  published June, 2019. All Friends of 
Historic Saugerties talks are free and open to anybody 
interested in local history

Roast beef buff et dinner
Centerville Fire House will host a roast beef buff et 
dinner on Saturday, Nov. 2 from 5-7 p.m. Cost is $12.50 
for adults, $8 for children under age 13 and free for 
children under fi ve. Arrive early to schedule a take-out 
order pick-up time or call (845) 246-5223.

Spaghetti dinner
Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
host a spaghetti dinner on Saturday, Nov. 9 from 5-7 
p.m. The menu will feature homemade meatballs and 
sauce. Cost is $12 for adults, $8 for children age 13 or 
under and free for children under fi ve. For tickets, call 

(845) 246-7674 or 246-7084. For more information, 
email refsaug@yahoo.com.

Sign up for SAA Biddy Youth and Junior 
Basketball
The Saugerties Athletic Association (SAA) will hold 
sign-ups for the upcoming 2019-2020 pre-Biddy, 
Biddy Youth and Junior League basketball seasons on 
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 9-10 from 10 a.m. to noon 
at the Senior Center on Market St. Fees are $50 per 
child or $80 per family. New this year: the pre-Biddy 
League is open to boys and girls between the ages of 
5-8 (as of Dec. 1). For more information, contact Mike 
Tiano at Saugertiessonics@yahoo.com. The Biddy Youth 
Basketball League is open to all boys and girls between 
the ages of 9-12 as of Dec. 1. The Junior League is open 
to youth between the ages of 13-15 as of Dec. 1. For 
more information, contact Bill Murphy or Bob Mooers 
at SAAHoop@gmail.com or abc1299@verizon.net. To 
sign up by mail, visit http://saaleagues.com/site.

Nominate a candidate for Saugerties Sports Hall 
of Fame
The Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame Club will hold its 
annual meeting and “Top Ten Vote” on Saturday, Nov. 16 
at noon in the off -ice training room at Kiwanis Ice Are-
na, 6 Small World Ave. in the Cantine Sports Complex. 
The Hall of Fame is currently seeking nominations for 
inductee consideration in 2020. All current members 
of the Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame may nominate 
directly. All others may do so through a current member 
or email gscsaugerties@gmail.com. A questionnaire ap-
plication must be completed and returned no later than 
Nov. 9 along with other pertinent information through 
a current member or emailed to gscsaugerties@gmail.
com. Applications may also be mailed to Saugerties 
Sports Hall of Fame, Box 51, Saugerties NY 12477. The 
2020 Sports Hall of Fame Induction Banquet will take 
place on Saturday, April 18 of next year at Diamond 
Mills, 25 S. Partition St. 

Holiday A-Fair
Saugerties United Methodist Church at 67 Washington 

Elementary students learn important fi re safety lessons
October is National Fire Prevention Month. Saugerties elementary schools teamed up with local fi re departments 
recently to bring students important fi re safety lessons that included how to create a home fi re escape plan, the 
importance of smoke detectors and what to do if clothes catch on fi re (stop, drop, and roll). Students also met 
fi refi ghters who donned nearly 50 pounds of protective gear, which can make them virtually unrecognizable, as a 
way to ease any fears students might have about their unusual appearances. Riccardi Elementary School students 
also had the opportunity to go through the smoke house on loan from the Kingston Fire Department. Each student 
received a plastic junior fi refi ghter helmet and a fi re safety coloring book for participating in the drill. Many thanks 
go out to the Glasco Fire District and Kingston Fire Department for their visit and their service to our community.

photo by kristine conte/ulster boces
Riccardi Elementary Grade 1 students don their newly acquired plastic junior fi refi ghter helmets during National 
Fire Prevention Month.
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Ave. will host its annual Holiday A-Fair on Friday, Nov. 
22 from 5-8 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 23 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Items for sale will include handmade crafts, 
baked goods, specialty nuts and gifts, and the tag sale 
will feature toys, jewelry, books and household items. 
Refreshments from the church kitchen include hot 
dogs, chili and salad on Friday and homemade soup 
and sandwiches on Saturday. Admission is free. For 
more information, call the church at 246-7802.

Lions Club Holiday Auction
The Saugerties Lions Club will hold their annual Holiday 
Auction on Friday, Nov. 22 at the Glasco Firehouse. The 
silent auction begins at 6 p.mm. followed by the live 
auction at 7:30 p.m. Admission is by $20 donation at 
the door, which includes all food and drink. The club’s 
goal for 2020 is to add equipment to their playground 
for children with special needs. All proceeds of the 
auction will be used to support local projects in the 
community.

Wreaths Across America bus trip
The Saugerties VFW Post 5034 will host its annual 
bus trip to the Saratoga National Cemetery as part 
of the national “Wreaths Across America” pro-
gram. The purpose of the trip is to remember the 
fallen, honor those who serve, and teach the value 
of freedom. Similar ceremonies will be conducted 
at more than 1,200 locations around the world.
The bus will leave the Greco Senior Center in Saugerties 
on Dec. 14 at 9 a.m. and return at approximately 5 p.m. 
Attendees will participate in a 30-minute ceremony that 
includes instructions on the laying of the wreaths. Fold-
ing chairs are permitted. Participants should dress for 
the weather. A cash luncheon will be held afterward at 
the Schuylerville American Legion Hall before heading 
home. The cost is $15 per person. To make a reservation, 
call Bob Howe at 246-8510. Last year Wreaths Across 
America placed wreaths on all of the 11,000 grave sites 
in the Saratoga National Cemetery. The same is planned 
for this year. Those unable to attend may donate $15 
(the cost of a wreath) or more. Make checks payable 
to Saugerties VFW Post 5034 and mail to VFW Post 
5034, Box 152, Saugerties NY 12477-0152.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Author talk about recovering from addiction 
memoir
Local author Julie Evans will introduce her new memoir, 
Joy Road: My Journey from Addiction to Recovery, on 
Friday, Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. at Inquiring Minds Bookstore 
& Café, 65 Partition St. Evans, a change-of-life baby, 
spent much of her Midwestern childhood nurturing her 
alcoholic mother and chronically ill father. After both 
parents died while she was still a teen, she developed 
a series of addictions to sex, drugs, alcohol and nic-
otine. Today Evans lives on Joy Road in Woodstock, 
a healed healer, writer and motivational speaker with 
a thriving massage practice. She is also a founding 
member of Health Care Is a Human Right, a Family of 
Woodstock-affi  liated service. Tamara Cooper, team 
leader of the Family of Woodstock Crisis Hotline, will be 
on hand to introduce Evans. Together they’ll talk about 
“the real stuff ,” raising hope and awareness and living 
one’s best life. Admission is free. For more information, 
visit inquiringbooks.com and woodstockarts.com.

Theater Alive: Thornton Wilder reading
As part of the ShoutOut Saugerties Festival a reading 
of Thornton Wilder’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play, The 
Skin of our Teeth, will be hosted on Friday, Oct. 25 
from 7:30-8:30 p.m. at the Masonic Lodge, 19 Russell 
St. in Saugerties. The production is directed by Sydnie 
Grosberg Ronga. The play was chosen for its humor, 
theatricality, variety of roles and its political and envi-
ronmental nature. Audience members may participate 
by taking on a role and being part of the reading on 
the day of the performance. A script will be available 
to all who are interested in reading; contact Sydnie 
at Syd@coolcode.net. The event is free but due to 
limited seating, preregistration is required at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/theater-live-skin-of-our-teeth-
tickets-73026412967.

Writing with Scissors: collage poetry reading
As part of the ShoutOut Saugerties Festival, the Inter-
active Writing Project happening all month long will 
culminate with a reading at Emerge Gallery, 228 Main 
St., on Saturday, Oct. 26 from 4-5:30 p.m. “Writing 
with Scissors” will be hosted by Will Nixon and focus 
on collage poetry. Free.

Theater Alive: Shorts!
As part of the ShoutOut Saugerties Festival, experience 

a program of staged readings written and performed 
by members of Actors & Writers at the Masonic Lodge, 
19 Russel St. in Saugerties, on Saturday, Oct. 26 from 
8-11 p.m.  The comedies, tragedies, tragicomedies, 
comitragedies, and weirdly unclassifi able theatrical 
forays are each under 10 minutes in length. The plays 
are by Katherine Burger, Twinkle Burke, Mary Gallagher, 
Mikhail Horowitz, Adam LeFevre, Eddie Sanchez, Laura 
Shaine, Nina Shengold and David Smilow. Admission 
is free, but preregistration is required at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/theater-live-cream-of-shorts-tick-
ets-73026579465.

‘Reading the Unwritten Script’ with Michael Pope
11 Jane Street Art Center is sponsoring a performance, 
“Synematika #191012: Reading the Unwritten Script” 
with Michael Pope on Saturday, Oct. 26 at 7 p.m. at 
the JJ Newberry building at 236 Main St. “Synematika” 
 is an ongoing translation of a dream as told through 
autobiographical myth. Reimagining the medium of 
fi lmmaking through a post-analog perspective and 
technologies, transmedia artist Michael Pope breaks the 
traditional fi lm script off  the page into a fully immersive 
and expressive, site-specifi c environment. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. General seating tickets cost $15 at the door. 
To reserve, visit 11janestreet.com. 

Catskill Mountain Railroad fall foliage trains
Catskill Mountain Railroad’s Rails of Terror will do its 
fi nal run on Saturday, Oct. 26. The Pumpkin Express 
trains make their last outings on Saturday and Sunday, 
Oct. 26-27. Polar Express trains begin Nov. 15. For more 
information, visit www.catskillmountainrailroad.com.

‘Reclaimed: Art Created with Recycled Materials’
Emerge Gallery at 228 Main St. is exhibiting “Reclaimed: 
Art Created with Recycled Materials” through Oct. 27. 
“Reclaimed” showcases the many ways that artists are 
experimenting with recycled materials, both organic and 
manmade. The exhibition includes work by 37 artists. 
This month’s window at Emerge Gallery features the 
sculpture “Band Bang,” a six-foot-long handgun made 
from repurposed stuff ed animals by artist Suprina. For 
more information about Emerge Gallery, visit www.
emergegalleryny.com.

Opening reception for ‘Refl ection’ in High Falls
An opening reception for “Refl ection,” a group exhi-
bition curated by Josephine Bloodgood, will be held 
on Friday, Nov. 1 from 5-7 p.m. at Wired Gallery, 11 
Mohonk Rd. in High Falls. The show features works by 
Scott Michael Ackerman, Michelle Biondolillo-Keessen, 
Josephine Bloodgood, Damon, Fran Goodwin, Beth 
Humphrey, Victoria Kari, Sandra Nystrom, Joanne 
Pagano-Weber, Fran Sutherland, Lynne Tobin, Carl 
Van Brunt, and Dion Yannatos. The exhibit remains on 
view through Nov. 24. Gallery hours are Saturday and 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, visit 
TheWiredGallery.com.

Call for art

Emerge Gallery & Art Space, 228 Main St. in Saugerties 
is accepting submissions through Sunday, Nov. 3 for 
the upcoming show, “Primarily Red: Art Celebrating 
the Color Red.” The show will be held Dec. 7-29. Artists 
should submit works in which the only common thread 
in the work is that the viewer’s eye will be immediately 
drawn to the red element in each piece. Works of var-
ious styles and mediums will be accepted, including 
works on paper, photography, fi ber art, paintings and 
small sculptures. Artists living in the Hudson Valley 
are particularly encouraged to submit their work. For 
guidelines and more information, visit www.emerge-
galleryny.com.

Arts Commission listening session
The newly formed Saugerties Arts Commission (SAC) 
will host an artist listening session on Sunday, Nov. 3 
from 2-4 p.m. in the community room of the Saugerties 
Public Library, 91 Washington Ave. The commission is 
in the early stages of its formation, so before priorities 
and operations are fully shaped, board members would 
like to hear from Saugerties-based artists. Those who 
engage in literary, visual, media, performance, music 
or applied and decorative arts are invited to share and 
discuss ideas on potential goals for the organization, 
including what role the commission should play within 
the town and ideas for any strategies they could employ 
to promote the arts. SAC was formed in February 2019 
and is an agency of the town government. Members 
include Barbara Bravo (chair), Isabel Soff er (vice-chair), 
Robert Langdon (secretary) and Suzanne Bennett, Katie 
Cokinos, Tad Richards and Beth Troxell.

Quilting exhibition at the library
Jill Finger’s intricate, colorful quilts will be exhibited 
in the Saugerties Public Library’s Stephen L. Crohn 
Gallery throughout November and December. An 
opening reception will be held Monday, Nov. 4 at 6 
p.m. Finger learned how to sew, knit and crochet at a 
young age and has been quilting since the 1980s after 
being introduced to piecework by a friend. Since then, 
she has increased her skills through books, classes, quilt 
retreats and her Wednesday night quilting group, using 
existing patterns and sometimes kits, but always putting 
her own spin on the designs. The library is located at 
91 Washington Ave.

Music and a Movie
Saugerties United Methodist Church at 67 Washington 
Ave. will host “Music and a Movie” on Saturday, Nov. 
9 at 6 p.m. with pianist Pete Levin and bassist Rich 
Syracuse providing the music for a screening of the 
fi lm, Lee’s 88 Keys, about pianist Lee Shaw. The fi lm will 
be introduced by its producer, Susan Robbins. Tickets 
cost $15 at the door or may be reserved in advance by 
calling (845) 246-7802.

Artist demo
The Ulster County Art Association (UCAA) will feature 
a presentation by artist Tracy Kerdman at the regular 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. at the 

Girls Community Club helps out food pantry
Colleen Greco, president of the Girl’s Community Club, presented $100 worth of Stewart’s milk coupons to Shirley 
McLaren and Joan Brandt of the Saugerties Food Pantry. Every year the Girl’s Community Club has been able to 
present $200 worth of Stewart’s milk coupons to St. John’s and the Saugerties food pantries. “Our club is happy to 
be able to assist our community however we can,” said Greco.
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Senior Center, 207 Market St. Guests are welcome to 
attend. For more information, call Kristy Bishop, UCAA 
president, at (845) 246-8835 or visit www.KristyBish-
opStudio.com.

Cabe picks this week
Saturday, Oct. 26 at 1 and 8 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 27 at 
2 and 7 p.m. “The League of Women Voters Candidates’ 
Forum” recorded Oct. 18.

SCHOOLS

Star Party
Saugerties High School will host their eighth annual Star 
Party on Friday, Nov. 1 at 6 p.m. (rain/cloud date is Friday, 
Nov. 8). The free event off ers parents, students and staff  
a way to bond under the stars, focusing on stars and 
planets visible in the sky that evening and (hopefully) 
with highlights of the Moon, Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Neptune, Uranus and a few meteors. Special 
guests from the Mid-Hudson Astronomical Association 
will be on hand with at least four telescopes, several as 
large as 14 inches. Parents who plan to attend should 
reserve a spot with their son or daughter’s science 
teacher as soon as possible. Attendees are asked to 
wear comfortable shoes and warm clothing, as the event 
takes place outside for an extended period of time. 
Bring telescopes, binoculars or fl ashlights, if available. 
Light refreshments and baked goods will be sold as a 
fundraiser for the science club. Last-minute updates 
or weather cancellations will be posted on Mrs. Krom’s 
webpage on the school district website at https://www.
saugerties.k12.ny.us/Page/11230. For more information, 
visit the event Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/events/2159393547698263/?ti=icl. 

LIBRARY

Halloween story times
Little ones are invited to wear their Halloween costume 
to story times on Friday, Oct. 25 at 10:30 a.m. (ages 1-3), 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 at 11 a.m. (ages 3-6) and Wednesday, 
Oct. 30 at 11 a.m. (ages 1-3).

Haunted Library
Bring the family on Saturday, Oct. 26 from 6-8 p.m. for 
a teen-run, spooky tour of the library. There will also 
be a craft activity for the kids. 

Junior Magic: The Gathering Draft
Youth age 15 and under are invited to the library on 
Saturday, Oct. 26 at 1:30 p.m. to play Junior Magic: 
The Gathering Draft. Players should already know 
how to play. Build a deck with the newest set, War of 
the Spark, but bring your own lands. Registration is 
mandatory. Cost is $5.

Halloween hours
The library will close at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 31.

Uptown Kingston: Looking Back, Moving Forward
A multimedia talk about Uptown Kingston will be off ered 
on Monday, Oct. 28 from 6-8 p.m. View many historic 
photographs, make “then-and-now” comparisons and 
hear lesser-known anecdotes about the region with 
historians, fi lmmakers and authors Stephen Blauweiss 
and Karen Berelowitz. The two will present their current 
work-in-progress, a new book called Uptown Kingston: 

Looking Back, Moving Forward. As with their previous 
book, The Life & Death of the Kingston Post Offi  ce, 
there will be an opportunity to support the project 
at various sponsorship levels in exchange for printed 
recognition in the book and a complimentary copy 
when it’s published. There is no obligation to buy the 
book and the event is free.

Facebook for beginners
Learn how to create a Facebook account on Tuesday, 
Nov. 5 from noon to 1 p.m. Learn how to fi nd and mes-
sage friends, post pictures and statuses, set up privacy 
settings and more. Register at the main circulation desk 
or call 246-4317.

Scrabble
Come to the library and test vocabulary skills every 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

Breast and prostate cancer education
The Breast and Prostate Cancer Peer Education Pro-
gram provides education to men and women ages 
50-74 about breast and prostate cancer. Learn more 
about the risks for breast and prostate cancer, when 
and where to be screened for breast cancer, how to 
obtain free breast cancer screening if uninsured, and 
why older men should talk with their doctor about 
prostate cancer. This free program takes place in the 
community room on Tuesday, Nov. 5 at 6 p.m.

Write Here, Write Now
Students in grades 7-12 are invited to drop in for a 
creative writing group every Monday from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Participants choose the topic.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington Ave. 
The library webpage is www.saugertiespubliclibrary.
org. Calls and emails are welcome at (845) 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

Water Chestnut Spirit House unveiling
As the fi nale to the month-long ShoutOut Saugerties Festival, an unveiling of the Water Chestnut Spirit House com-
munity art installation will be held on Sunday, Oct. 27 at 4:30 p.m. at Central Hotel Antiques, 83 Partition St. Music, 
food and celebrations will follow at Inquiring Minds Bookstore, 200 Main St.

Rae Stang with the Water Chestnut Spirit House.

Any lawful   acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Thriving Libraries, LLC filed 

with the SSNY on 10/02/19. 
Office: Green County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 

31 Prospect Ave, Catskill,  
NY 12414. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE  

that the Town of Saugerties 
Town Board will hold a Public 
Hearing regarding the 2020 
Budget on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 6, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Frank D. Greco Multi-Purpose 
Building located on the corner 
of Market and Robinson Streets 
in the Village of Saugerties.  All 
interested persons will be heard.

The Elected Official’s salaries 
are as follows:  Supervisor 
$39,500.00; Town Board Mem

bers (4) $11,500.00 each

Town Clerk $45,000.00; 
Highway Super intendent 
$68,626.00. Copies of the 
2020 Budget are available at 
the Town Clerk’s Office during 
regular business hours, Monday 
through Friday 8:00 a.m. until 
4:00 p.m. Dated:  October 23, 
2019 Lisa A. Stanley, Town 
Clerk of the Town of Saugerties

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

ABSOLUTE LOCK, LLC
The Articles of Organization 

of ABSOLUTE LOCK, LLC were 
filed with the New York Depart-
ment of State on October 22, 
2019. The New York Secretary 
of State has been appointed 
agent for service. The name 
and address of the registered 
agent upon which process 
may be served and which will 
receive copies of service from 
the NYSS, is: The LLC, 82 
Band Camp Road, Saugerties, 
New York.  The purpose of the 
limited liability company is to 
engage in any lawful activity for 
which limited liability companies 
may be formed. It will have its 
principal office in Ulster County, 
New York. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Walnut LB LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
PO Box 54, Stony Point, NY 
10980. General Purpose. 

 
LEGAL NOTICE
Walnut MHP LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
PO Box 54, Stony Point, NY 
10980. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Walnut  PJM  LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig.  as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail pro-
cess to PO Box 54, Stony Point, 
NY 10980. General  Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Walnut  SM LLC, Arts of Org. 

filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: Ulster. 

SSNY  desig.  as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
PO Box 54, Stony Point, NY 
10980. General  Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

FLOYD FRANKIE MICHAEL LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on: 09/23/2019 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 24 Ferry 
Street, Saugerties, NY 12477. 
Purpose: is any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Kai’mani Designs By Tia, 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
5/24/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to PO Box 
478, Marlboro, NY 12542. 
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Little Apple Cafe, LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 

LEGAL NOTICES
of NY (SSNY) 9/19/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to Holly C Walsh, 1441 Rte. 32, 
Saugerties, NY 12477. General 
Purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Saugerties Mental Health 

Counseling PLLC, Arts of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 9/11/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
Robert M. Dietrich, 126 Old 
Route 9W, Saugerties, NY 
12477. Purpose: Mental Health 
Counseling.

LEGAL NOTICE
Hating Game LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 6/24/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Claude Dal Farra, 7 
Old Pilgrims Way, Kerhonkson, 
NY 12446. General Purpose. 

 
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):   
Pine Grove Specialty Carpentry 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
8/12/2019. Office location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Pine Grove Spe-
cialty Carpentry LLC, 29 Terra 
Road, Saugerties, NY 12477. 
Purpose: Any lawful    acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):   
The Kitchen at Shale Hill Farm 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York SSNY 
on 10/9/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY   
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be   
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: The Kitchen at Shale 
Hill Farm, 136 Hommelville Rd, 
Saugerties NY 12477. Purpose: 

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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P A I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

*Ulster Savings Bank will give a credit of $500 toward closing costs at closing. Customer pays for all other fees and services. Eligible 
mortgages include owner-occupied, second home purchases, and investment properties. Offer applies to fixed rate home purchase 
and refinance applications received between 7/29/2019–10/29/2019 and must close by January 29, 2020. Not valid for pre-qualifications, 
home equity products, construction loans, adjustable rate mortgages or mortgage applications received prior to 7/29/2019. Offer 
may not be combined with any other offers or discounts unless otherwise noted. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Subject to 
underwriting approval. Conforming loan limits only.

Locations throughout the Hudson Valley / 866.440.0391 / ulstersavings.com

NMLS# 619306 /  EQUAL HOUSING LENDER / MEMBER FDIC

2019

$500 Off 
CLOSING COSTS*

UNLOCK SPECIAL SAVINGS

Choose the bank 
that opens doors.

As the #1 mortgage lender 
in Ulster County, we have the 

expertise and resources that open 
doors to homeownership.  

Get started now by applying 
online 24/7 at UlsterSavings.com.

ARCTIC SPA HOT TUBS

Get a new habit

A Saugerties Times subscription
costs less than a cup of coffee a week

Subscribe today at www.hudsonvalleytimes.com
subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com

\7
WHY PRINT?

A newspaper can be had by 
anyone with a dollar. You don’t 
need an expensive, soon-to-be 
obsolete tablet or Internet con-
nection. An important consider-
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