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MIDTOWN

‘Progress is ebbing’
DA says police handcuffed in efforts to make Midtown 
safe, but community leaders and activists say trust between 
neighborhood and KPD doesn’t exist  BY JESSE J. SMITH

D
istrict Attorney Holley 

Carnright said this week that 
he believes a lack of proactive 
policing in Midtown Kingston 
and an increase in anti-police 

sentiment has complicated law enforce-

ment’s efforts to address violent crime 
and drug trafficking in the neighborhood.

But activist groups say friction be-
tween police and the black community 
in the city’s poorest census tract reflects 
ongoing issues of overzealous policing 

and institutional racism that have led to 
a near-total breakdown of trust between 
police and residents.

Carnright’s comments come as KPD 
detectives assisted by state police and 
sheriff ’s office investigators work 12- to 

18-hour days in an effort to solve two ho-
micides which happened less than a week 
apart in Midtown. Police have said publicly 
that the investigation into at least one of 
the killings, the Oct. 26 shooting death of 
Daniel “DJ” Thomas, has been hampered 
by a lack of cooperation from witnesses 
to the crime. Carnright said his office has 
made strides in recent years addressing 
violent crime and improving community 
safety by taking on gangs and drugs. But, 
he said, that progress was threatened by 
a new climate of anti-police sentiment 
pushed by activist groups and enabled by 
city government.

“That progress is ebbing right now,” 
said Carnright, who added that he had 

ELECTION 2019

Tumultuous Tuesday
DA’s race comes down to absentee ballots; 
legislature control uncertain  BY JESSE J. SMITH 

A 
rollercoaster of an elec-

tion night, followed by a 
suspenseful Wednesday 
morning, ended up with the 
closely watched race for Ulster 

County District Attorney in a virtual dead 
heat, even as Democrats secured decisive 
victories in two more countywide races and 
appeared poised to maintain their one-
vote majority in the County Legislature.

The results — early voting plus 
votes cast at the polls Tuesday — came 
Wednesday morning after an election 
night marred by technical glitches with 
the Board of Elections website and a 
medical emergency that prompted elec-
tion commissioners to suspend the vote 
count with 147 of 161 the county’s election 
districts reporting.

While Democrats Pat Ryan and March 
Gallagher know they’ll be county executive 
and county comptroller come Jan. 1, Dave 
Clegg and Mike Kavanagh — along with 
everyone else — will have to wait as long 
as maybe two weeks to find out which one 
of them will be the next district attorney.

When the vote count was suspended 
around shortly before midnight, Repub-
lican Kavanagh trailed Democrat Clegg 
by about 800 votes. When the count was 
completed Wednesday morning, Kavana-
gh held a three-vote — 24,969 to 24,966 — 
advantage.  Kavanagh campaign manager 
Diana Spada attributed the turnaround 
to the fact that the uncounted districts 
were all in Republican strongholds, in-
cluding Shawangunk and the Town of 
Lloyd. The race will now be decided by 
absentee ballots. 

As of Wednesday noontime, some 
2,086 absentee ballots had come into the 
Board of Elections — 946 of the ballots 
were submitted by registered Democrats, 
586 by Republicans, 367 by non party-en-
rolled voters and 111 by Independence 
Party members, and 12 Greens, 8 Working 
Families ballots and 4 Libertarians.  By law 
the ballots may not be opened until Nov. 
18 to allow for mail-in ballots which are 
valid if postmarked before Election Day.

Spada expressed confidence Wednes-
day that the absentee ballot counts would 
only expand Kavanagh’s lead.

“I am very positive about our absentee 
campaign,” said Spada. “I see us picking 
up more votes.”

Clegg’s campaign issued a statement 
declining to concede the race and pre-
dicting that when all of the votes were 
counted, he would be Ulster County’s next 
DA, not Kavanagh.

“The race is too close to call,” the 
statement reads, “But Mr. Clegg believes 

PHYLLIS McCABE

At their victory party Tuesday night at Keegan Ales in Kingston, Democrats Bryan 

Rounds (county judge), March Gallagher (comptroller), Pat Ryan (county executive) 

and Steve Noble (Kingston mayor) celebrate their wins.

ELECTION 2019

‘One Kingston’ 
reigns supreme
Noble fends off foes 
to win second term 
as Kingston mayor; 
Dems dominate 
council  BY JESSE J. SMITH

Kingston Mayor Steve 

Noble won a second four-
year term in office Tuesday, 
beating out two challeng-
ers in what he described 

as an affirmation that Kingston was on 
the right track and behind his progressive 
agenda.

Fellow members of Noble’s Democratic 
“One Kingston” ticket also prevailed in 
three contested Common Council races, 
while Democrats took another six council 
seats and the post of alderman-at-large in 
unopposed races.

According to unofficial results, Noble 
achieved an outright majority of 3,535 
votes in the three-way contest. Vince 
Rua, running on the new Serve America 
Movement party line, came in second with 

Matthew Pleva

Matthew Pleva has both a recognizable face to many in 

Kingston and a portfolio of memorable, creative work that’s some 
of the best stuff Kingston has to offer. Pleva is a very interesting guy 
and it was a pleasure to get to interview him after having it on my 

“must do” list for a few years now. 

Morgan Y. Evans: How long have you been a Kingston resident? What is your 
earliest memory of the city? 
Matthew Pleva: Born and raised in Kingston. Earliest Kingston memory? 1. Going 
to the children’s library. 2. Going to the Sunset Drive-in on Route 28. 3. Splitting 
my chin open at the city pool.

FACES OF KINGSTON
Morgan Y. Evans

(continued on page 11)

Matthew Pleva.
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Remorse and mercy
Judge Williams pares down sentence 
for Kevin Gardener  BY JESSE J. SMITH

L
ast week, a Kingston teen was sen-

tenced to 17 years to life in state prison for 
his role in a marijuana robbery last year that 
ended in murder.

The sentence handed down on Oct. 31 
to 18-year-old Kevin Gardener was three years less 
than the one agreed to in a plea agreement. County 
Court Judge Donald Williams said he reduced the 
sentence based on Gardener’s age and his expression 
of what the judge called “true remorse” for the murder 
of Mark Lancaster.

Gardener, 18 was one of three men charged with 
murder in the Dec. 1, 2018 robbery and shooting. On 
the day of the incident, Gardener, then 17, went to the 
Sawkill Trailer Park accompanied by reputed Bloods 
gang member Maurice Stansberry Sr., now 39, and his 
son Maurice Stansberry Jr., also then 17. The trio had 
arranged to buy two ounces of marijuana from a teen 
who lived at the trailer park, but in fact intended to rob 
him. Lancaster, 38, brought his son Jashi Quilles, then 
16, and another teen to the trailer park to carry out 
the deal. Testimony at trial indicated that Stansberry 
Sr., accompanied by Gardener, robbed the teens at 
gunpoint before fleeing in a car driven by Stansberry 
Jr. Lancaster was shot and killed after he pursued the 
getaway car in an attempt to retrieve the stolen mari-
juana. At his plea hearing, Gardener said under oath 
that he fired the fatal shot after Stansberry Sr. handed 
him the gun as Lancaster attempted to pull Stansberry 
Jr. from the driver’s seat. Prosecutors, meanwhile, say 
that forensic evidence in the case points to Stansberry 
Sr. as the shooter. Stansberry Sr. was convicted of 
murder following a jury trial and sentenced to 25 
years to life in state prison. Stansberry Jr. entered 
into a cooperation agreement with prosecutors and 
testified against his father at trial. He is expected to 
plead guilty to robbery charges later this year.

At his sentencing hearing last week, Gardener 
read a letter apologizing to Lancaster’s family and 
taking responsibility for his actions. Gardener said 
at the time of the murder he had become “consumed 
by fear and paranoia” and “programmed to kill” after 
an incident where he was shot at while visiting family 
in New Jersey and hanging out with a rough crowd

“In my mind it was easier to shoot than to walk 
away,” said Gardener. “Now I have the next however 
many years to think about how wrong that was.”

Following Gardener’s statement, Lancast-

er’s mother, Donna Quilles, was invited to speak. 
She told Gardener that she had forgiven him. But 

she asked him to think about the trauma he had inflicted 
on her grandson who had watched his father bleed to 
death on the side of the road following the shooting. 

“I want you to realize the trauma you caused my 
grandson,” said Quilles. “Who will probably be in 
treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder for the 
rest of his life.”

Before handing down the sentence, Williams 
said that he did not believe Gardener’s confession to 
pulling the trigger. If he did, Williams said, he would 
have imposed the maximum sentence of 25 years to 
life. Williams also noted evidence that Gardener had 
been involved in at least one previous marijuana rob-
bery with the Stansberrys and that Gardener played 
an instrumental role in setting up the fateful rip-off. 
Williams added that Gardener had chosen to associ-
ate with Stansberry Sr., a known gang member, and 
participate in criminal activity.

But Williams said that his sentence also reflected 
what he believed was Gardener’s genuine expression 
of remorse and courage in choosing to apologize to 
the victim’s family.

“I have to send a message to other young people 

like you that if you make these choices, you suffer the 
consequences,” said Williams.

Outside the courtroom, after Gardener 

was led away in handcuffs, an emotional scene 
played out as Quilles and other family mem-

bers embraced, cried and prayed with members of 
Gardener’s family. Senior Assistant District Attorney 
Emmanuel Nneji, who prosecuted the case, said 
both families behavior provided a stark contrast to 
the callousness that had played out on social media 
regarding the case, where supporters of the defendants 
denigrated the victim.

Said Nneji, “It shows that you can love your child 
and love your family and still hold them responsible 
for what they do.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

Kevin Gardener.

CRIME

KINGSTON MEETINGS
Thursday, Nov. 7
5 p.m. City of Kingston Parks & Recreation Com-
mission, City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, 
Kingston, 331-0080
5 p.m. Ulster County Economic Development, Tour-
ism, Housing, Planning  & Transit Committee, County 
Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 244 Fair 
St., Kingston
5:30 p.m. Ulster County Human Rights Commission, 
County Office Bldg., 4th fl., Department of Finance 
Conf. Rm., Kingston
6 p.m.  Ulster County Energy & Environment Com-
mittee, County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder 
Library, 244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Town of Hurley Rail Trail Committee, Town of 
Hurley Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-747
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Historic Landmarks Pres-
ervation, City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, 
Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. City of Kingston Heritage Area Commission, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Town Board Workshop, Town 
of Ulster Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 
331-1317

Friday, Nov. 8
1 p.m. Town of Esopus AARP Executive Board, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Saturday, Nov. 9
9 a.m. Town of Esopus Klyne Esopus Museum, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Tuesday, Nov. 12
3:30 p.m. Ulster County Workforce Development 
Board, Office of Employment & Training, Kingston
3:30 p.m. City of Kingston Tree Commission, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
4 p.m. Ulster County Revolving Load Fund Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 
244 Fair St., Kingston
5 p.m. Ulster County Ways & Means Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen L. Binder Library, 
244 Fair St., Kingston
6 p.m. Ulster County Public Hearing: Proposed 2020 
Ulster County Budget, County Office Bldg., 6th fl., 
Legislative Chambers, 244 Fair St., Kingston
6:15 p.m. Ulster County Caucus, County Office 
Bldg., Democrats-6th fl.-Karen L. Binder Library, 
Republicans-6th fl.-Legislative Chambers, 244 Fair 
St., Kingston
6 p.m. City of Kingston Conservation Advisory Council, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080
6:30 p.m. City of  Kingston Common Council Caucus, 
City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 
331-0080
7:30 p.m. City of Kingston Common Council, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Planning Board, Town of Ulster 
Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317
7:30 p.m. Port Ewen Water/Sewer Board, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Wednesday, Nov. 13
1 p.m. Town of Esopus AARP, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811
5 p.m. City of Kingston Water Board, City Hall, 420 
Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080
5:15 p.m. Ulster County Community Services Board 
People w/Development Disabilities Subcommittee, 
239 Golden Hill Ln., Kingston
6 p.m. Ulster County Public Hearing: Proposed 2020 
Ulster County Budget, Woodstock Community Ctr., 
Rock City Rd., Woodstock
6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Finance & Audit Com-
mittee, City Hall, 420 Broadway, call for location, 
Kingston, 331-0080
7 p.m. Town of Ulster Zoning Board, Town of Ulster 

Town Hall, 1 Town Hall Dr., Lake Katrine, 331-1317

7 p.m. Esopus Fire Department Board of Fire Com-
missioners, Esopus Fire Department, Rt. 9W, Esopus

7:30 p.m. Town of Esopus Planning Board, Town of 
Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Thursday, Nov. 14
4:30 p.m. City of Kingston Arts Commission, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

6 p.m. Ulster County Public Hearing: Proposed 2020 
Ulster County Budget, Town of Lloyd Town Hall, 
Town of Lloyd

6 p.m. City of Kingston Zoning Board, City Hall, 420 
Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

7 p.m. Town of Hurley Zoning Board, Town of Hurley 
Town Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-747

7 p.m. Town of Esopus Democrats, Town of Esopus 
Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

Monday, Nov. 18
1 p.m. Town of Esopus Seniors, Town of Esopus Town 
Hall, 284 Broadway, Port Ewen, 339-1811

5 p.m. Ulster County Community Services Board, 239 
Golden Hill Ln., Kingston

6 p.m. Ulster County Trails Advisory Committee, 
County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Legislative Chambers, 
244 Fair St., Kingston

6 p.m. Town of Hurley Agenda, Town of Hurley Town 
Hall, 10 Wamsley Pl., Hurley, 331-747

6 p.m. City of Kingston Planning Board, City Hall, 
420 Broadway, call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

6:30 p.m. City of Kingston Finance & Audit Commit-
tee--City Hall budget review, City Hall, 420 Broadway, 
call for location, Kingston, 331-0080

6:30 p.m. Ulster County Laws & Rules, Governmental 
Services Committee, County Office Bldg., 6th fl., Karen 
L. Binder Library, 244 Fair St., Kingston

7 p.m. Town of Kingston Planning Board, Town of 
Kingston Town Hall, 906 Sawkill Rd., Kingston, 
336-8853

7 p.m. Town of Esopus Parks & Recreation Commit-
tee, Town of Esopus Town Hall, 284 Broadway, Port 
Ewen, 339-1811
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TechCity liberated?
County seizure could be just the beginning 
of a fuller takeover  BY CRISPIN KOTT

In the latest chapter of the tortured 

saga of TechCity, Ulster County Executive Pat 
Ryan on Monday, Nov. 4 announced a county 
takeover of two tax-delinquent parcels at the 
former IBM Kingston site following a sum-

mary judgment by County Judge Donald A. Williams. 
“The court’s decision is a win for all residents of Ulster 

County and a major step toward unlocking the potential 
of the site,” Ryan stated in a press release. “The current 
owner’s [Alan Ginsberg] approach has essentially held 
our county hostage for decades, and that ends now. We 
are committed to working tirelessly with our legal team, 
economic development professionals and the County 
Legislature to come up with a true 21st century plan for 
the property through a smart and transparent process 
involving all facets of the community.”

The judgment allowed the county to obtain deeds 
for the properties on roughly 82 acres of TechCity’s 
sprawling 258 acres. The pair of parcels were previously 
used by Bank of America for processing state income 
tax returns, most recently in 2012.

IBM spent roughly four decades at what’s now 
known as TechCity before leaving in 1995 after a series 
of layoffs; the remaining employees were transferred to 
the company’s Poughkeepsie facility. Ginsberg bought 
the property from IBM three years later. Foreclosure 
proceedings were filed in mid-February by a bank 
against six of 25 parcels on the expansive property. 
ConnectOne Bank claims that as of Jan. 31 of this 
year, payments amounting to roughly $232,000 are 
overdue by companies connected to TechCity owner 
Alan Ginsburg. The payments, according to Connec-
tOne, are related to both a $7 million loan dating back 
to August 2014 and a $600,000 line of credit from 
December 2017.

In addition to three businesses identified as Tech-
City LLCs,  the complaint filed in state Supreme Court 
in February also included nine TechCity tenants: Ceres 
Technologies (Buildings 42 & 64); Anaerobic Athletics 
LLC (Building 33); Brooklyn Brew Shop (Building 33); 
Innate Movement Parkour LLC (Building 33); JSP 
Plumbing and Heating (Building 51); C&A Custom 
Builders, Inc. (Building 51); Visual Color Systems 
(Building 51); Synergy Merchant Services LLC (Build-
ing 51) and Consolidated Harvest Company LLC, a.k.a., 
Hudson Valley Harvest (Buildings 51 & 64). 

The filing follows a January 2019 merger of Con-
nectOne and Greater Hudson Bank, the owner of the 
original loans. According to the original filing, TechCity 
still owes the original loan of $7 million, plus interest, 
along with late charges and other unspecified expenses. 

“On November 1, 2018,” reads the filing, TechCity 
failed to comply with the terms of the mortgage and 
credit line, going into default “by failing to make the 
monthly installment payment due on that day com-
prising principal, interest and other sums required 
by the note and mortgage and by failing to make all 
subsequent installment payments due thereafter.”

Last December, Ulster County revealed plans to 
foreclose on 18 TechCity parcels due to tax debts, but 
three of those parcels were removed from threat when, 
according to the county’s Department of Finance 
Commissioner Burt Gulnick, Jr., ConnectOne paid 
the tax debt.

Over $3.3 million in school, town and county taxes 
dating back to 2016 were owed on the two parcels taken 
over by Ulster County, which have now been seized 
by the Ulster County Department of Public Works.

In his press release, Ryan said there was still work 
to be done to deliver on his vision of TechCity playing 
a key role in the economic future of the region.

“There remain significant milestones ahead for the 
campus as a whole and I remain committed to achiev-
ing the most feasible path forward as expeditiously as 

possible,”  Ryan stated. “My administration remains 
committed to ensuring the site will have a viable and 
positive impact on the county’s future success.”

Ulster Town Supervisor James E. Quigley, 

III on Tuesday said the County takeover could 
yield mixed results for the municipality.

“Whether it’s a good thing or not will remain to 
be seen by what happens from this point forward,” 
he said. “And I’m not going to make any kind of pro-
jections, but what it does mean that as long as it’s in 
the county’s hands, it comes off the tax roll. And that 
is going to reduce the assessed values in the town by, 
I believe, about $12 million.”

Quigley added the town could conceivably benefit 
from a cessation of legal action by Ginsberg. 

“It makes Mr. Ginsberg no longer eligible to contin-
ue the tax certiorari action against the town,” Quigley 
said. “He is not eligible to grieve the taxes and that in 
itself is going to save the town money from potential 
refunds and from mitigation costs.”

Quigley said the move by the county to take own-
ership of the pair of parcels isn’t likely to be their last 
at TechCity. 

“What I’m happy about is that it shows that the 
county has the wherewithal to pursue actions that are 
necessary to rectify the problems for the long term,” 
Quigley said. “And I expect that this is going to be the 
first shot in a series of future actions, because if you 
were to look at the parcels on the east side of Enter-
prise Drive, you will find a number of them that are 
in a similar situation as the Bank of America building. 
These will be the real estate taxes, so they are all eligible 
for foreclosure. So I believe that as time goes by, we 
will see additional foreclosure actions by the County 
to clarify the problems at TechCity.”

PHYLLIS McCABE

An image of the TechCity campus from earlier this year.

TOWN OF ULSTER

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES

Cake Box 
Bakery/Cafe

Thanksgiving Pies Made Fresh Daily!
Reserve Today For Your

Thanksgiving Table!

8 Fair St.
Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: 

Tues - Sat: 7A-5P
Sunday: 7A-2P

Closed Monday

K
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BRIEFLY NOTED
Remembering those 
who served

The Kingston Veteran’s Asso-
ciation will be holding a Veterans 
Day ceremony at City Hall in 
Council Chambers on Monday, 
Nov. 11 at 11 a.m. Mayor Noble 
will give remarks followed by this 
year’s speaker, Kingston Veter-
an’s Association Chairman Bill 
Forte. Color guards from local 

veterans’ organizations will give 
an honor guard presentation.

After the indoor ceremony, on 
the memorial lawn in front of City 
Hall there will be a rifl e salute 
and playing of “Taps.” The event 
is free and open to the public. All 
are encouraged to attend

“We value and appreciate our 
veterans here in Kingston. This is 
a nice opportunity for our commu-
nity to come out and refl ect and 
honor those who have served our 
country,” stated Noble.

Legal Services’ honors
Legal Services of the Hudson 

Valley will hold its third annual 
Ulster Partners in Justice Recep-
tion, honoring Mainetti & Mainet-
ti, P.C. as “Champion of Justice,” 
The Bruderhof Communities as 
“Advocate for Justice,” and Hon. 
Michael P. Hein, former Ulster 
County

Executive and current com-
missioner of the state Offi ce 
of Temporary and Disability 

Assistance, as “Advocate for 
Justice” on Wednesday, Nov. 
13, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 
Stonehedge, 1694 Route 9W, 
West Park. The snow date is 
Thursday, Nov. 21. 

An audience of 150 profes-
sionals is expected to attend 
the event; a networking recep-
tion will be followed by brief 
remarks about the organization’s 
programs and services by LSHV 
staff and board members, as 
well as the honorees. A short 

video highlighting LSHV’s suc-
cessful work on behalf of two 
clients will be shown.

For more information about 
the event, or to purchase tickets, 
call LSHV’s Director of Develop-
ment, MidHudson Valley, Loretta 
Spence at (845) 471-0058, x. 
423, e-mail LSpence@lshv.org, or 
visit http://weblink.donorperfect.
com/2019UPIJ. Sponsorships 
are still available and will be 
acknowledged from the podium 
at the event.

PHYLLIS McCABE

In memoriam
ON WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN HIS 73RD BIRTHDAY, a ceremony was held on Oct. 30 at the Boys and 

Girls Club of Kingston for U.S. Army Pvt. Robert William Tubby. Tubby, 20, had been in Vietnam for less than 

two months before he was killed in Phuoc Tuy Province, South Vietnam on Aug. 6, 1967.  His death occurred 

while transporting ammunition through the harbor as a member of the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps. Tubby 

attended St. Mary’s School (now Kingston Catholic) and graduated from Kingston High School.  He was an 

avid member of the Red Devils Drum and Bugle Corps, Metropolitan Knothole League and The Boys Club of 

Kingston. Prior to his enlistment, Robert worked alongside his father in the masonry fi eld and later employed 

in construction as a member of Local 17.

SCHOOLS

Educator-friendly
Study rates Kingston very highly in terms of 
conditions for teachers  BY CRISPIN KOTT

A
ccording to a study by AdvisorSmith 

published on Oct. 30, the KCSD is the fifth 
best midsize city — and sixth best of any 
city — for teachers in the United States. 

AdvisorSmith is a Manhattan-based 
business insurance company with no connection to 
the Kingston City School District. Its study ranked 
380 U.S. cities to determine those most attractive to 
those seeking employment as public school teachers. 
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, there 
are nearly4 million teaching jobs across the country 
between preschool and high school, with the field 
growing at an annual rate of 3.82 percent. In the KCSD 
there are 1,840 teaching jobs, and the study notes 
the average teaching salary in the district is $74,604.

Superintendent Paul Padalino said he believed the 
average salary was higher a few years ago and lower 
today due to a number of retirees being replaced by 
younger teachers just starting their academic careers. 
Until this week, Padalino had not seen the Advisor-
Smith study, though he said it might serve as a good 
advertisement for the district.

“It’s a nice little recruiting piece for us,” Padalino 
said. “But truthfully, around the state and the country 
actually people talk about teacher shortages and I’m 
not seeing that. I put a posting out for a teacher and 

I get a lot of applicants. So we haven’t been having 
some of the problems other people have in recruiting 
teachers.”

In addition to average salaries, two other variables 
factored into the AdvisorSmith study: A location quo-
tient, which calculated the number of teaching jobs 
relative to the national average; and a cost of living 
index for each city. 

Five of the top six cities on the AdvisorSmith list 
were identified as midsize, including top-ranked 
Hanford, California. Also making the top six as mid-
size cities were Laredo, Texas (#3); Las Cruces, New 
Mexico (#4); and El Centro, California (#5). Grand 
Island, Nebraska, a small city, was the second-best 
destination for teachers on the list. El Paso, Texas, 
at number seven on the list, was the highest-ranked 
large city.

Padalino said there were a variety of reasons why 
the area might be a popular teaching destination.

“We’re really nicely located, and we’re not very far 
from [New York] City, and we’re not too far from Al-
bany, so we get to draw [candidates] from both those 
areas,” he said. “And, you know, Kingston and Ulster 
County are very trendy right now. I think you get a 
little bit of everything when you come to Kingston: 
We have suburbs, we have rural area, we have the city.”

But the school district itself is also a big draw, 
Padalino said.

“We have a very good teachers’ contract and I think 
it’s a fair teachers’ contract,” he said. “The pay is good, 

their health insurance is completely covered. You know, 
they don’t pay anything for health insurance. I think 
we have a good teacher mentor program that works 
with teachers so we retain them. I think there’s a lot 
of different things that go into this that go above and 
beyond salary, and I think that it helps us draw the 
teachers into our district.”

There was at least one flaw in the KCSD 

ranking as a midsize city: The criteria for a 
midsize city is a population between 150,000-

500,000, while the 2010 U.S. census showed a popu-
lation in the City of Kingston of just 23,893. According 
to the 2010 census, the population in all of Ulster 
County was 182,493.

Padalino said that while the district has little trouble 
bringing in candidates for open teaching positions, 
the push for a staff that’s representative of the student 
population continues.

We have few Latino teachers, we have very few black 
teachers, so to look to find underrepresented groups 
is, that is a challenge for us,” he said. “But something 
like this (AdvisorSmith study) could also help. And if 
our African American students are 20 percent of our 
population, I’d like to have at least 20 percent of our 
staff in that area. We’re not there; we’re maybe at half 
of that. And our Latino population is growing faster 
than I could possibly even recruit teachers. It’s hard 
to create that balance, but we’re trying and I think 
we’re doing better. I think we’re reaching out more.”

Padalino said the district is faring better with 
administrators.

“We’ve been able to hire African-American admin-
istrators and Latino administrators, and we’ve been a 
lot better with that then and teachers recently,” he said.

Padalino added that the district isn’t just inter-
ested in hiring good teachers: It wants to keep them 
around too.

“It’s hard to recruit people and it’s hard to retain 
people,” he said.

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com
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Portable Toilet Rentals
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League of Women Voters 
Mid-Hudson Book Club

The League of Women Voters 
Mid-Hudson Region Book Club 
will discuss Brown: The Last 
Discovery of America by Mexi-
can-American author Richard 
Rodriguez on Tuesday, Nov. 12 at 
1:45 p.m. at Enzo’s Restaurant 
on Boices Lane in Kingston. The 
author deals with the implica-
tions of fi nding his own identity 
and introduces a complex thesis 

that the future of America will be 
brown, not white or black. (He 
uses “brown” not in the sense 
of pigment, but rather as a color 
that entails the mixture of races 
and experiences.) The book is 
the third in a trilogy in which the 
author addresses the confl icts 
of being born Hispanic in a 
society that refuses to recognize 
the valuable historical infl uence 
Hispanic people have brought 
to American society. No reserva-
tions are necessary to attend. For 

more information, contact Daisy 
Tyler at DaisyTyler68@hotmail.
com.

Ars Choralis multimedia 
production of ‘It’s a 
Wonderful Life’

The award-winning Ars Chora-
lis begins its 2019-20 season 
with a reimagined version of 
the time-honored holiday movie 
classic, It’s a Wonderful Life. 
Performances will be on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. at Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, 104 Wurts St. 
in Kingston and Sunday, Dec. 
8 at 4 p.m. at Overlook Meth-
odist Church, 233 Tinker St. in 
Woodstock. Tickets cost $20 with 
advance purchase or $25 at the 
door and $10 for students.

Directed by Barbara Pickhardt, 
the chorus will team with pianist 
Kristen Tuttman, the Ellenville 
Elementary School Select Chorus 
and the Ain’t Misbehavin’ Band 
led by Bob Shaut, Jim Metzner 
and Jim Moore. The multimedia 

production is based on the 1939 
short story, “The Greatest Gift,” 
by Philip Van Doren Stern and 
the fi lm, “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
by Frank Capra. The story is told 
with music, spoken word, clips 
from the fi lm and other visuals. 
Musical numbers will include 
Benny Goodman’s “Slipped Disk” 
and Louis Armstrong’s “Struttin’ 
With Some Barbecue.” For more 
information or tickets, visit www.
ArsChoralis.org.

Must be 21. Drivers license, passport or military ID required. Offer is complimentary and is issued one (1) per person.  
Slot FREE Play is valid on date of issuance only; will expire at the end of the day at 5:59am. Offers are non-transferable.  
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SPORTS BRIEFS
Freeman competes 
in state tennis tourney

Lila Shih Freeman was the sole representative of 
the Kingston High School girls tennis team to compete 
in the New York State Public High School Athletic 
Association championships last weekend. Freeman 
fell 6-2, 6-1 in the opening round to Valarie Clarke 
of Mt. Vernon.

Freeman, a sophomore at KHS, qualified for a 
third consecutive state tournament by placing third 
in the Section IX qualifying tournament at the Match 
Point Tennis Complex in Goshen last month. Freeman 
nearly ousted defending champion Jalynn Balleste of 
Washingtonville in the tourney, but she ultimately fell 
6-3, 6-7 (1), 3-6. Freeman rallied to beat Newburgh’s 
Isabelle Goings-Perrot 7-6 (4), 6-1 in the consolation 
final, which earned her the spot in the state champi-
onships, held Nov. 2-4 at the Tri-City Tennis Center 
in Latham. 

Football Tigers finish 4-5
Though they didn’t have the season they’d hoped 

for, the Kingston High School varsity football team 
ended their 2019 campaign with a big 42-38 crossover 
win at Warwick last week. Finishing with a 4-5 record, 
the Tigers had their best season in seven years. 

Kingston’s offense finally came alive after two 
straight losses with a combined score of 89-0. Warwick 

also shook off a few offensive cobwebs, having spread 
just 20 points over its past three games. A four-game 
losing streak to finish the year dropped Warwick to 
2-7 overall. 

A box score was unavailable as of press time. 
COMPILED BY CRISPIN KOTT
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Tumultuous Tuesday
Continued from Page 1

he will be the eventual winner and every single vote 
must be counted.” 

Ryan, Gallagher, Rounds win
There was less drama in three more countywide 

races. Democratic County Executive Pat Ryan coasted 
to a full four-year term in a rematch election against 
Ulster County Conservative Party Chairman Jack 
Hayes, who was running on the GOP line as well.

Ryan held a 62.8 to 37 percent lead with 30,674 
votes to Hayes’ 18,062, according to unofficial results 
on Wednesday afternoon. The two faced off at the polls 
six months ago in an April 30 special election to fill 
the remainder of former county executive Mike Hein’s 
term. (Hein resigned in February to take a job in the 
administration of Gov. Andrew Cuomo.)

Since taking office, Ryan has worked to advance 
a progressive agenda built around protecting the 

environment, diversifying the county’s economy and 
seeking innovative solutions to the county’s opioid 
epidemic. In his victory speech, Ryan said that the 
results of Tuesday’s election demonstrated the wide 
appeal of that agenda among Ulster County residents.

“In everything we do, we try to govern inclusively,” 
Ryan told the crowd at county Democrat’s results party 
at Keegan Ales in Kingston. “If you do that, you win 
inclusively.”

Down the ballot, March Gallagher, who most re-
cently worked as the executive director and CEO of 
the nonprofit Community Foundations of the Hudson 
Valley, won her contest for Ulster County Comptroller 
with Lisa Cutten, a former employee of the county 
comptroller’s and executive’s offices with long expe-
rience in municipal finance. The post comes with a 
four-year term in office. As of Wednesday afternoon, 
Gallagher, who ran on the Democratic and Working 
Families Party lines held a 56 percent-44 percent 

margin over Cutten with 27,006 votes to Cutten’s 
21,074. Cutten is a registered Democrat who ran on 
the Republican, Conservative and Independence 
Party lines after she was denied the Democratic Party 
nomination at a convention in February. 

The fourth countywide race ended with a foregone 
conclusion. Kingston-based defense attorney and 
Democrat Bryan Rounds was unopposed in his bid for 
County Court judge. In January, Rounds will take over 
for incumbent Judge Don Williams, a former district 
attorney who is completing his first 10-year term on 
the bench and opted not to seek a second.

Who will control the legislature?
Democrats currently hold a 12-11 majority in the 

county legislature — one that, if election night results 
hold, will remain unchanged. Republican incumbent 
Brian Woltman was bounced from his  District 7 
seat in Kingston by Democrat Peter Criswell. But in 
Shandaken, Democratic incumbent Kathy Nolan is 
losing narrowly to Republican challenger John Parete, 
with absentee ballots still to be counted. Republican 
Al Bruno also secured a seat in Saugerties that had 
been held by Democratic caucus member Joe Maloney, 
while Democrat Brian Cahill held a narrow lead over 
Republican Andi Turco-Levin for a Town of Ulster seat 
once held by the late James Maloney, a Republican.

The balance in the legislature could change based 
on the affidavit and absentee ballot count. Cahill leads 
Levin by just 26 votes with over 100 absentees in the 
district. Parete leads Nolan by 43, with approximately 
150 absentees on hand as of Nov. 6. 

PHYLLIS McCABE 

Democratic DA candidate Dave Clegg.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Republican DA candidate Mike Kavanagh watches election results Tuesday night with daughter Regan, 11.
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Hugh Reynolds
Of railroads, hats and poison pills

COUNTY BEAT > 19

Sara for Senate
Niccoli begins campaign with Kingston visit

ELECTION 2016 > 3

Close to a roster
Stockade FC approaches fi nal form

SPORTS > 12

SPEND TIMEWISELY
withAlmanacWeekly

Springtime stretch

PHYLLIS McCABE

KINGSTON HIGH LACROSSE PLAYERS do some dynamic stretching last week at a practice at Dietz Stadium.

BUSINESS DOWNTOWNMike P turns to the Rondout

Kingston landlord bullish on Downtown’s residential prospects  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A local real estate devel-

oper who helped usher in 
Midtown Kingston’s revi-
talization by turning long-
vacant factory buildings into 

mixed-use hives of artistic activity says 

he’s turning his attention to a new mar-

ket — and a new neighborhood — as he 

looks to capitalize on the city’s burgeoning 

reputation as a destination for downstate 

residents seeking a more-affordable but 

still-urban environment.Mike Piazza has been a force in 

Kingston real estate since 2002 when he 

bought a 64,000-square-foot former fac-

tory building at 77 Cornell St. in Midtown 

using a now-defunct state tax credit pro-

gram to push down the cost to $9.50 per 

square foot. At the time Piazza, who ran a 

small commercial real estate brokerage in 

Rockland County, was more impressed by 

the building’s price than the surrounding 

neighborhood. After examining the build-

ing from the air in his small plane, Piazza 

landed at Kingston Airport and took a cab 

to Cornell Street.“When I told the driver I was going to 

buy the place he said, ‘You’re crazy, Kings-

ton’s never going to change,’” recalls Piazza. 

Reinvented as “The Shirt Factory” the 

building set the template for what would 

become the 69-year-old Brooklyn native’s 

signature style: commercial space for 

small-scale high-end artisans, mixed with 

artists’ studio space. Big, airy, light-filled 

apartments and live/work lofts designed to 

appeal to the city’s growing creative class.

Piazza got his start in real estate in 

the ’70s and ’80s converting Manhattan’s 

vanishing manufacturing sector in neigh-

borhoods like SoHo and Chelsea into loft 

spaces that would eventually turn blighted 

neighborhoods into glittery international 

hotspots. Piazza learned to recognize the 

potential of old factory buildings, where 

high ceilings and huge windows kept 

the place ventilated and machines and 

workers functioning in an age before air 

conditioning.

LAUREN THOMAS

Mike Piazza.

CITY GOVERNMENTThey made a deal
But particularsof sales tax pactremain shroudedBY JESSE J. SMITHC ity of Kingston and Ul-

ster County officials say 
they’ve reached agreement 
on a new revenue-sharing 
plan, ending a month-long 

standoff over how to dole out $109 million 

in annual sales-tax revenue. Ulster County 

executive Mike Hein and Kingston mayor 

Steve Noble issued a joint press release late 

Friday afternoon touting the agreement.

“We have jointly designed a frame-

work that can both improve services 

for the citizens of the City of Kingston 

and throughout Ulster County through 

multiple shared-service initiatives, and 

resolve any outstanding issues regard-

ing sales-tax distribution,” the statement 

reads. The release didn’t contain details, 

stating only that a proposal would be 

unveiled this week.Kingston Common Council Majority 

Leader Bill Carey said that he was not 

privy to details on the agreement. But he 

expressed confidence this week that the 

deal would leave the city’s budget intact, 

at least for now.“I have complete faith in the mayor 

and I don’t think Mike Hein would do 

anything to make the city desperate,” said 

Carey. “My hope is that [the distribution 

formula] will stay the way it is at least for 

a couple of years to give us time to prepare 

for any changes.” If finalized, the agreement will end the 

city-county spat over a new contract to 

govern sales-tax distribution. Under the 

terms of the five-year agreement which 

expired Feb. 29, the county gets 85.5 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Mayor Steve Noble.
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2,017 votes. Republican and 
Independence Party candidate 
Ellen DiFalco got 650 votes.

“We clearly were able to 
show that Kingston is moving 
in the right direction,” said 
Noble.

Noble, who won election 
in 2015 after defeating incum-
bent fellow Democrat Shayne 
Gallo in a primary, ran on a 
record that included expanding 
the city’s grant portfolio, creat-
ing a land bank and pushing for 
green initiatives, walking trails 
and other amenities aimed at making the city more 
attractive to new residents and investment.

In Ward 1, incumbent Democrat Jeffrey Ventura 
Morrell beat out Republican and Independence Party 

candidate Ursula Inghem by a margin of 554 to 249 
for a second two-year term. In Ward 3, incumbent and 
Common Council Majority Leader Rennie Scott-Chil-
dress fended off a challenge from Joe DiFalco 597-

248. In Ward 5, Don Tallerman took 374 votes on the 
Democratic and Working Families Party lines, beating 
out Republican and Independence Party candidate 
Madeline Hoetger’s 184 votes. Tallerman will replace 
incumbent Democrat Bill Carey, who did not seek a 
fourth term in office.

Incumbents Douglas Koop (Ward 2), Rita Worth-
ington (Ward 4) Anthony Davis (Ward 6), Patrick 
O’Reilly (Ward 7), Steve Schabot (Ward 8) and new-
comer Michelle Hirsch (Ward 9) all took their seats 
unopposed. All are Democrats except O’Reilly, who is 
not enrolled in a political party.

Also running unopposed was Andrea Shaut. 
Shaut, who currently serves as Ward 9 alderwoman, 
will become the first woman to occupy the post of 
alderman-at-large/Common Council president. She 
will replace longtime incumbent James Noble, who 
did not seek re-election.

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
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Continued from Page 1

Kitchen, VanKleeck win in Ulster town

D
espite a close race, Democrats failed to make inroads on the Ulster Town Board, with 

two available seats being filled by incumbent Eric Kitchen and challenger Clayton VanKleeck, both of 
whom ran on the Republican, Conservative and Independence lines.

A former councilman, VanKleeck returns to the town board after picking up 1,936 votes in Tuesday’s 
election. Kitchen earned a fourth straight term after receiving 1,695 votes. Challengers backed by the Democrat-
ic and Working Families parties were Laura Hartmann (1,563 votes) and Dan Furman (1,439 votes). A total of 
6,638 votes were cast, with voters asked to choose two candidates. Five write-in votes were also cast. 

Running unopposed for re-election were Superintendent of Highways Frank Petramale (2,797 votes against 11 
write-ins), Town Clerk Suzanne Reavy (2,681 votes against 10 write-ins) and Town Justice Marsha Weiss (2,678 
votes against 10 write-ins). All three were endorsed by the Republican, Conservative and Independence parties.

There were no initiatives on the ballot. 
CRISPIN KOTT

PHYLLIS McCABE

Andrea Shaut, the fi rst female Common Council president in city history, 

speaks to supporters Tuesday night.
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Perry tops Kellogg in rematch
But Dems take a majority 
of the Hurley town board  BY PAUL SMART

H
urley Supervisor John Perry, a Re-

publican, topped Democrat and former 
Woodstock town supervisor Tracy Kellogg in 
a rematch of their race two years ago, though 
control of the town board slipped away 

from the GOP with the elections of political newcomers 
Melinda McKnight and Peter Humphries on Nov. 5.

Still, Perry was upbeat. “Mostly I want to thank the 
residents of Hurley for their continued support. It shows 
the hard work I put in doesn’t go unnoticed,” said Perry 
in a statement on Nov. 6. “I will continue my hard work 
and dedication to bringing the Town as a whole together 
while preparing it financially for today and tomorrow.

Two years ago Perry won by just a handful of votes. 
This year the final, unofficial tally (absentees will be 
counted beginning November 18) was 1,329 to 1,253.

Still Kellogg, noted a silver lining in a post-election 
email: all of her Democratic running mates won races 
this year, noting that the shift she’s long predicted for 
her hometown has finally come.

“This is actually worse for him,” Kellogg said of 
Perry now having to work with a town board that will 
be made up of three Democrats and one Republican, 
come reorganization in January.

McKnight and Humphries, both Democrats, won 
seats with unofficial counts of 1,409 and 1,301 votes, 
respectively, defeating Republican Matthew P. May 
of West Hurley, with 1,086 votes, and incumbent 
Republican councilman Matthew LaClair, appointed 
in January, with 1,048 votes. 

They’ll join Democrat Mike Boms and Republican 

Barbara Zell on the council. 
Democratic incumbents were also swept into of-

fice. Highway superintendent Mike Shultis defeated 
challenger Gavin Bellows (whose father Gary Bellows 
was a long time town supervisor, who had once lost to 
Shultis, and had also defeated him for the supervisor’s 
job) by a count of 1,393 votes to 1,197.

Democratic town clerk, Judy Mayhon, who ran 
unopposed, retained her job.

Also winning one of the town’s two justice positions, 
which Kellogg had run for in the past, was former 
county legislator Roy Hochberg. In a three-way race 
for two justice positions, the final count was incumbent 
Republican John E. Parker with 1,655 votes, Hochberg 
with 1,408 and Republican/Conservative candidate 
Michael DiBattista with 1,106 votes.

Both Parker and Hochberg received Green Party 
backing, which equaled or bettered Conservative Party 
votes in all town races this year.

Kellogg, who spoke about election night in terms 
of great swings in the tally as the town’s disparate 
districts reported in, noted that approximately 120 
absentee ballots were still to be counted, although 
she also added that the final vote count would likely 
be similar to two years ago, with Perry still winning.

“My biggest concern is that things won’t be han-
dled in a way that keeps the town out of liability,” she 
added. “Having a Democratic majority board, however, 
will change the town’s governing dynamics enough 
to stop secret meetings and bring all decisions into 
public view.”

ELECTION 2019

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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Promise 
lives in...

The ones who really listen. Ear to the ground, full attention, 

no distractions, tuned in... listeners. They understand what’s 

really important. At Nuvance Health, listening is what makes 

us different. We go beyond hearing what’s the matter, and 

actually hear what matters to you. We’re helping you feel 

heard the first time. All the time. Every time. Because when 

you speak, and we listen… the promise of understanding 

lives in all of us.

the listeners

nuvancehealth.org© Nuvance Health

Micro dog, 
macro cute
MIDTOWN’S HOUSE OF 
DOGMANITY last weekend 

hosted a “Shop and Adopt 

Day” for dogs to benefi t rescue 

sanctuaries. Here’s Micro, a 

beagle-Pomeranian mix, held 

by Diego Mendez, 14, of Ulster 

Park. Mendez volunteers at the 

Mountain Haven Animal Rescue 

Kennel in Stone Ridge.

PHYLLIS McCABE
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not voiced his concerns earlier because he did not 
want to be seen as attempting to influence political 
campaigns. “The political environment in Kingston, 
that anti-police environment, has impeded the work 
that we do.” 

The activist group Rise Up Kingston has made 
police reform and accountability a staple of its ac-
tivities since it formed in 2018. Last year, the group 
pushed for investigations into at least two incidents 
where young black men were tased by police after 
they were stopped by officers for field interviews or 
for allegedly violating city ordinances. (In both cases, 
the city’s police commission found that officers had 
acted within department guidelines).

More recently, the group produced a report citing 
disproportionate KPD use of tasers on people of color. 
The group is also pushing for more civilian oversight 
of the Kingston Police Department and an end to what 
they believe is over-policing and racial profiling in the 
black community.

In response, Mayor Steve Noble and Police Chief 
Egidio Tinti introduced reforms, including a require-
ment that the police commission review all instances of 
use of force by officers, whether or not they result in a 
civilian complaint. The department has also introduced 
body cameras and hosted a series of police-community 
forums to engage with residents.

But Carnright said that he believes one byproduct 
of that activism has been a reluctance on the part of 
city police to aggressively target crime in Midtown. 
Carnright said initiatives like “hot spot policing” 
— where police use crime data analysis to identify 
problem blocks, buildings or neighborhoods and then 
deploy an array of resources to address the issue — had 
fallen by the wayside. Kingston cops, the DA said, are 
increasingly operating in a reactive mode — answering 
radio calls and investigating reported crimes — rather 
than carrying out the kind of proactive policing that 
he believes is necessary to prevent violent crimes 
before they occur.

Carnright said he had heard from members of 
the KPD that they had been advised not to engage 
in proactive policing in Midtown and added that the 
lack of aggressive policing in Kingston was having a 
negative impact on efforts to address violence and 
drug dealing countywide.

“As Kingston goes, so goes Ulster County,” said 
Carnright. “Law enforcement needs to have a strong 
presence in Kingston and I don’t think that’s the en-
vironment right now.” 

Chief does not agree
KPD Chief Tinti denied this week that 

there had been any directive to his officers 
to back off of any law enforcement activ-
ity in Midtown, or anywhere else in the 
city. Tinti pointed to initiatives like foot 
patrols and a car dedicated to community 
policing initiatives as evidence that the 
department was committed to enforcing 
the law citywide. But Tinti acknowledged 
that the department had shifted away from the kind of 
months-long drug investigations targeting dozens of 
low-level drug dealers that were common a few years 
ago. He attributed the shift to a lack of resources and 
said his narcotics detectives continued to carry out 
undercover investigations on a case-by-case basis.

“Officers know that we are looking at their behavior, 
their conduct, their language,” said Tinti. “But at no 
time was anyone told, don’t go in there, don’t do that.”

But Kingston Police Officer Brian Aitkin, presi-
dent of the Kingston PBA, said this week he’s seen 
increasing reluctance on the part of rank-and-file 
officers to engage in proactive policing activities like 
traffic stops, field interviews and enforcement of city 
ordinances. That reluctance, he said, was rooted in 
the belief that city officials would not support them 
in use-of-force cases. Aitkin said Kingston cops had 
been dismayed that officers in the tasing cases cited 
by Rise Up Kingston had not received more support 
from the chief, the mayor and the police commission, 
despite clear evidence that they had acted within 
department guidelines. 

“It’s not something that’s said directly at a lineup 
or anything, it’s the undertones, just a general feeling 
that if we go out and do [proactive policing] and it 
goes to shit we’re not going be supported by the mayor 
and the chief,” said Aitkin. “We have good, aggressive, 
smart street cops who want to be out there catching 
bad guys but they’re just answering calls now.”

But if Carnright and Aitkin see Kingston cops as 

doing too little proactive enforcement in Midtown 
many neighborhood residents see that type of policing 
as continuing to contribute to lack of trust between 
the community and police. They believe that city or-
dinances like open container laws and park curfews 
are used to harass young black men, while low-level 
drug prosecutions disproportionately target their 

community and contribute to, rather than address, 
issues of poverty and lack of opportunity.

“Honestly, I don’t think most people in this com-
munity see any value in what they do,” said Rise Up 
Kingston organizer Lisa Lent-Royer. 

Lent-Royer, whose own son was shot and seriously 
wounded this summer in a drive-by shooting just a 
block from where Thomas was killed, said the mistrust 
between the community and police extended to police 
efforts to address violent crime. Many black residents 
of Midtown do not believe that working with police 

will result in justice or that police will keep them safe 
if they do agree to testify. Others worry that simply 
providing police with a description of a suspect could 
result in the abuse or incarceration of fellow community 
member simply for matching the profile.

C.J. King not forgotten
Perhaps no case looms larger in police community 

relations than the 2009 murder of Charles “C.J.” King 
Jr. King was gunned down on Cedar Street after he 
testified to a grand jury about a shootout on Henry 
Street involving members of the Sex Money Murder 
set of the Bloods gang. Four SMM members received 
long prison terms in connection with what prosecutors 
described as a concerted effort to identify and silence 
the witness.

It’s an article of faith among many Midtown 
residents that King’s status as a witness was exposed 

by a KPD detective who was 
seeking to ensure that he 
would show up to testify at 
trial. Police have denied that 
claim and no evidence has 
ever emerged to support it, 
but the narrative has taken 
firm root and led many res-
idents to believe the police 
can’t or won’t protect them 
if they do cooperate. 

“People don’t trust the 
cops because they’ve been brutalized by them,” said 
Lent-Royer. “They’ve seen how they act and how they 
don’t protect people.”

The Rev. G. Modele Clarke of New Progressive 
Baptist Church said he witnessed the lack of trust and 
outright hostility by some members of the community 
towards the police after he helped organize a series of 
police-community forums in 2014 following a series 
of incidents around the nation where unarmed black 
men were shot by police. Clarke recalled the dialogue 
as respectful and to some extent productive, but said 

Three sought in Midtown home invasion slay

Kingston police are looking for three suspects in a Nov. 1 home invasion killing. Ac-

cording to police, Myron Moye Jr., 36, was shot and killed inside his residence at 38 West O’Reilly St. 
sometime around 2 a.m. It was the second murder in Midtown Kingston in a week.

According to police, cops received the call for a homicide inside the home around 2:05 a.m. on 
Nov. 1. When officers arrived, the woman who reported the attack led officers inside the home where they discov-
ered Moye. Police administered first aid until paramedics arrived, but Moye was pronounced dead at the hospi-
tal.

According to law enforcement sources, a woman and two children were present in the house, but were 
unharmed in the attack. Police believe the murder was a targeted attack, not a random crime. The next day, 
police said they were looking for three unidentified suspects — three black males between the ages of 20 and 30, 
dressed in dark clothing and sneakers. One of the men is described as between 5’8” and 6’ tall with a thin build 
and medium complexion. A second suspect is described as between 5’5” and 5’8”, light-skinned with a heavy 
build. The third suspect is described as shorter than his companions with a thin build. All three were spotted 
leaving the home after the killing, police said.

Cops are also asking residents of the area around West O’Reilly Street and Mary’s Avenue to check security 
cameras for suspicious persons or vehicles in the neighborhood between 1:30 a.m. and 2:30 a.m. on Nov. 1.

Back on Oct. 24, an unidentified gunman shot and killed 27-year-old Daniel “DJ” Thomas on the corner of 
Cedar and Prospect streets. Police say they have not yet established any link between the killings, but they believe 
both were targeted attacks, not random. Anyone with information on either case is asked to contact police at 
(845) 331-1671. Those wishing to remain anonymous are asked to call the TipLine at (845) 331-9944 or use the 
Submit-A-Tip website to submit anonymous text messages.

JESSE J. SMITH

‘People don’t trust the cops because they’ve 
been brutalized by them. They’ve seen how 
they act and how they don’t protect people.’ 
— Rise Up Kingston organizer Lisa Lent-Royer

‘The political environment in Kingston, 
that anti-police environment, has 
impeded the work that we do.’ 
— District Attorney Holley Carnright

PHYLLIS McCABE

Community members at a vigil in response to recent homicides in Midtown.

‘Progress is ebbing’
Continued from Page 1
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‘The warmth of the Sun’
Understanding the California fires  BY ROBERT AND JOHANNA TITUS

W
e Americans have had something 

of a love affair with California since 
the Beach Boys in the 1960’s. That 
“love” may have cooled down in recent 
years and for reasons that are in the 

news this autumn. You have, no doubt seen the stories 
of the awful fires in both northern and southern Cali-
fornia. These are not what police call isolated events. 
We saw similar California fires last year and expect to 
see them next year. What is going on? 

The news has been of massive fires burning in the 
forests and scrublands of western California. Whole 
neighborhoods have been destroyed; countless peo-
ple have lost their homes. Many thousands of others 
have been evacuated, becoming fire refugees. Perhaps 

a million will see their power shut down. Even cell 
phone towers have been turned off. And...it will prob-
ably only be worse by the time you read this. We are 
popular-science writers, and this is the sort of thing 
we should be writing about. It’s also the sort of thing 
that you should understand. Let’s work on this; it’s 
worth the effort.

For starters, there are two sets of fires. The ones 
that have been making the most news are occurring 
east of the Los Angeles region. These are associated 
with weather patterns that are called the Santa Ana 
winds. The second set of fires are east of San Francisco 
and they are associated with the El Diablo winds.

These winds blow down narrow, densely populated 
canyons through landscapes that have been recently 

subjected to severe seasonal droughts. Frequently, the 
winds uproot trees which fall down and break power 
lines, releasing electric charges that ignite the fires. 
The broken power lines may actually light the flames, 
but the problems began further to the east. There are 
two broad geographic regions out there: the Mojave 
Desert and something geologists call the Great Basin. 
The desert lies east of Los Angeles the basin covers 
most of Nevada (see left illustration).

By this time of the year both of these regions have 
spent months baking in the summer sun; they have 
gotten hot and, worse, they have gotten dry. What’s 
important is that dry air is actually denser and heavier 
than humid air. That may not seem intuitively obvious, 
but it is true. Wherever possible, hot dry air will flow 
downhill, and in the American West, that is indeed 
possible. The Santa Ana winds are currents of air 
flowing down four large canyons east of Los Angeles 
(see right illustration). The El Diablo winds flow down 
similar canyons east of San Francisco. Along the way 
the descending air gets even hotter and drier. Each 
flow becomes a powerful stream of hot air.

When such masses of air enter narrow canyons 
the air is compressed, squeezed by the canyon walls. 
In order for large amounts of air to pass by, they 
must speed up and that’s what makes those winds so 
fierce. It’s just simple physics. They can even achieve 
hurricane strengths. 

You get the picture; large, fast flowing masses of 
very dry air are passing through drought-stricken 
forests with power lines breaking here and there. It’s 
a recipe for disaster. 

Does climate change play a role? Quite possibly. 
Warming climates would be expected to make this all 
the worse. However, we are speaking of a fire ecology 
— a classic scrubland where frequent natural fires 
occur, regardless of power lines a nd dense urban de-
velopment. Urbanization only makes damage to homes 
and threats to lives more frequent. Fortunately for you, 
there is nothing like this going on in Ulster County.

This is a short essay so why don’t you read it a 
couple more times. Make sure you understand it. You 
will become a more informed citizen and that means 
a better citizen.

Contact the authors at randjtitus@prodigy.net. Join 
their Facebook page “The Catskill Geologist.” Read 
their blogs at “thecatskillgeologist.com.”

ILLUSTRATIONS COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Wildfi re problems begin in the Mojave Desert east of Los Angeles and the Great Basin, which covers most of 

Nevada. By this time of the year both of these regions have spent months baking in the summer sun, getting 

hot and dry. Wherever possible, hot dry air will fl ow downhill, like the Santa Ana winds do in the four large 

canyons east of Los Angeles.

ON THE ROCKS

the police-community divide remains stubbornly 
persistent.

“The level of trust wasn’t there, not because of what 
was said here, but because despite the back-and-forth 
there were still a few police officers who were showing 
a lack of restraint in their interactions with young 
people,” said Clarke. “It seems to me that what we had 
built up over those few years disintegrated rapidly.”

Clarke said issues like a lack of black and Latino 
officers, a sense that cops on the beat were detached 
from the communities they serve and the misconduct 
of a minority of officers contributed to the lack of 
understanding. But activists like Royer take a more 
radical view, that policing in America was instituted 
to enforce racial and economic inequality, therefore 
no solution involving police was likely to restore trust.

The Rise Up Kingston activists favor solutions like 

community-based civilian response teams trained in 
conflict resolution and restorative justice programs to 
prevent and address violence and other community 
concerns. The group’s response to the recent homi-
cides has been a series of “Increase the Peace” vigils 
to encourage community building and commitment 
to nonviolent conflict resolution.

“Gun violence in most cases is an act of survival,” 
said Rise Up communications and development di-
rector Stephanie Alinsug. “So we need ask ourselves, 
what was that person needing at that point in time 
and how can we show them other ways.”

Chief is optimistic
Tinti acknowledged both the police-community 

divide and the sense among some members of his 
department that anti-police sentiment was a growing 

and potentially dangerous phenomenon. But Tinti said 
he sees glimmers of hope, like a video depicting one of 
his officers having a friendly footrace with neighbor-
hood kids in Midtown. He said he’s also hopeful about 
ongoing efforts to engage the community at forums, 
block parties and other neighborhood events. Tinti 
added that the department’s “Submit a Tip” service, 
which allows for anonymous two-way communication 
between police and members of the community had 
been successful, demonstrating that whatever issues 
existed between his cops and the community they 
serve, people were still willing to come forward to 
help address violent crime.

“Even if they don’t want to be seen talking to a cop, 
or they don’t trust a particular officer, people still want 
a safe community.”

Faces of Kingston
Continued from Page 1

MYE: You have been a big part of the community and 
people are used to seeing you as a bouncer at Snapper’s, 
the most legendary proud little rock ’n’ roll dive bar in 
the city. What are some of the best parts of being part of 
the Snapper’s team for you that made you keep doing it?
MP: The fact that anyone is welcome there, just as 
long you act like a human being. Sadly sometimes 
people find that difficult. 

MYE: You are an accomplished artist with a very 
specific, recognizable style. You usually work small 
on extremely finely detailed pieces, and of course also 
did a huge O+ mural by the Peace Park once, one of 
the more popular ones. You have your own shop. What 
have been some of your favorite pieces to do over the 
years, be they movie-based tributes or other subjects? 
MP: As for the murals, the Peace Park mural will always 
have a special place in my heart, as it was the first, but 
my mural at the Hudson River Maritime Museum is 
more dynamic to me and its panoramic proportions 
fit with my overall stylistic choices. With my smaller, 

regular work I still love my piece “Robots!!!” and 
a Moby Dick illustration. But when it comes to the 
dioramas I love them all in their own way.

MYE: What do you think about the current direction 
of the city? How does it feel to live here and have a 
family life on the day-to-day basis? 
MP: There is a lot going on that is really amazing these 
days. And there is some real garbage stuff that is hap-
pening at the same time. More people, more problems. 
I hope that some compromise can be found. There is 
so much more going on now then there was when I 
was growing up. I really don’t want to see things go 
back to the way they were in the late ’70s and ’80s.

MYE: You have an art show coming up, correct? 
MP: Yes I do. I haven’t felt the need to have a show 
in the past few years, but I am excited about my new 
project of repurposing vintage Betamax video tapes, 
using them as frames for my pieces. It is titled “Be a 
Betamatt Star.” It is a one day pop-up show, Nov. 9 at 
Arcane Video, 728 Broadway here in Kingston. It is a 
perfect place to show them as it is an actual video store.

MYE: You have always struck me as a “treat people 
how you would like to be treated,” pretty reliable type. 
Having seen a wide variety of the folks Kingston has to 

offer, how do I put this … do you feel like your average 
Kingston person is a good or bad person? [Laughs]. 
MP: People are going to be people. Have good days and 
bad. Some are going to be good and some are going to 
be bad. It is your choice who you surround yourself with. 
I would say that the good outnumber the bad in town. 

MYE: What are some of your favorite neighborhoods 
or locations in Kingston? 
MP: Well I grew up and still do live near Uptown 
and claim it as my own. So there is that. I think that 
Ponckhockie, way down Delaware Avenue, is a hidden 
gem. As a father to a 5-year-old, I am getting to really 
enjoy all the parks in the city again.

MYE: As an artist yourself, where do you draw the 
distinctive line between graffiti art and straight up 
vandalism when you see it around town?
MP: Ah, graffiti. I like a lot of the fully fleshed, and 
well-executed pieces I have seen around town. My 
favorite is not in Kingston proper, in the underpass 
adjacent to the parking lot at Aldi’s. The big cat. What 
I completely abhor is the relentless amount of tagging 
that happens throughout the city. They are like a dog 
pissing on everything in sight. It’s such a waste of time, 
both executing and then having to clean it up, which 
is almost impossible to keep up with.
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Recycling added to bills
Anyone living in New Paltz who pays to have their 

garbage picked up has to use County Waste, thanks to 
a five-year deal with the town granting it a monopoly 
in exchange for customers enjoying a lower rate than 
nearly anyone in town was paying beforehand. While 
the rate charged for collection cannot be changed for 
the duration of that deal, other costs can be passed 
on, and customers are now seeing a new “recycling 
sustainability” charge of $3,31 on their monthly in-
voices. The total cost is now nearly $31 a month, but as 
this additional recycling cost is hitting all solid-waste 
carriers, the County Waste arrangement may still be 
the cheapest around. Whether it is or not, it’ll be the 
only legal option available if one doesn’t want to take 
one’s trash to the local transfer station.

Gardiner eatery shuts down
Sad news for Gardinerites: The era of “Lobster All 

Day, Every Day” in the hamlet is done. The Village 
Market and Eatery at 125 Main Street closed its doors 
for the last time on November 3.

In a post “To Our Most Excellent Customers” dated 
October 14 on the Village Market’s Facebook page, 
proprietor Carl Zatz cited “five years in business, the 
end of the 20teens, a looming milestone birthday and 
a glorious retirement” as his reasons for ending the 
popular café’s run. “Visions and values have taken a 
hit since we opened our doors in 2014. The world has 
changed completely,” he added.

While a request for details about the space’s next 
tenants did not receive a response in time for this 
issue, a Facebook post dated October 19 promised 
“new folks with lots of restaurant experience on 
their way.”

Antique store gets green light
The Saugerties town planning board has approved 

Louis Kogon’s plan to convert a former sign shop on 

Route 32 to an antique shop, which his wife would 
run, and a coffee shop and grocery, which his son 
would operate. The building contains an accessory 
apartment, to be used by Kogon’s son. Kogon plans to 
block access to two private roads, Villard and Spruce 
lanes, limiting ingress and egress to Route 32. The 
map Kogon submitted does not show a fence or gate 
blocking access to the side roads. Kogon said he would 
add them.

The board voted to override a county planning 
board recommendation to use the other roads be used 
for access to the property. Planning board member Dan 
Ellsworth speculated that the county had probably 
assumed these were public roads, but in fact they are 
private roads serving properties further from Route 
32 than the shop.

John and Ann Emerick, near neighbors, objected 
to the proposed reuse of the property as a grocery, 
saying that customers would be coming to the store. 
The sign shop, on the other hand, primarily delivered 
its products to customers who rarely visited the shop. 
Kogon disputed that assertion, saying the sign shop’s 
customers brought their orders to the shop and picked 
them up when they were finished.

State of New York (SSNY) on 
9/27/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Henry Gage, P.O. Box 
2531, Kingston, NY 12402. 
Purpose: Any lawful  acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE 
LLC,

V.
DIANA J. DE PUY, IF LIVING, 

AND IF SHE/HE BE DEAD, 
ANY AND ALL PERSONS UN-
KNOWN TO PLAINTIFF, CLAIM-
ING, OR WHO MAY CLAIM TO 
HAVE AN INTEREST IN, OR 
GENERAL OR SPECIFIC LIEN 
UPON THE REAL PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN THIS ACTION; 
ET. AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-

EN pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated 
April 11, 2019, and entered 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
the County of Ulster, where-
in NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE 
LLC is the Plaintiff and DIANA 
J. DE PUY, IF LIVING, AND IF 
SHE/HE BE DEAD, ANY AND 
ALL PERSONS UNKNOWN 
TO PLAINTIFF, CLAIMING, OR 
WHO MAY CLAIM TO HAVE AN 
INTE REST IN, OR GENERAL 
OR SPECIFIC LIEN UPON THE 
REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
IN THIS ACTION; ET AL. are 
the Defendant(s).  I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, 
NY 12401, on November 20, 
2019 at 10:00 am, premises 
known as 1 WYLIE STREET, 
NAPANOCH, NY 12458:  Sec-
tion 83.10, Block 3, Lot 13:  

ALL THAT LOT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND SITUATE AT NA-
PANOCH, IN THE TOWN OF 
WAWARSING, IN THE COUNTY 
OF ULSTER, IN THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index # 17-1568. 
Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, 
Esq. - Referee. RAS Borisk-
in, LLC 900 Merchants Con-
course, Suite 310, Westbury, 
New York 11590, Attorneys 
for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
ERE Properties, LLC, Art. of 
Org.  filed w/Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 9/18/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 1178 Broadway, 
3rd Floor  #1198,  New York, 
NY 10001. Purpose: any law-
ful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  Exit 
19 Realty, LLC, Art. of Org.   
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 10/01/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 40 Clarendon Ave-
nue, Kingston NY 12401.  Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
 Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): I 
B AND C Rental Properties, 
LLC, Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on date filed 09/25/2019. 
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to I B AND 
C Rental Properties, LLC 
address of LLC. 316 Wash-
ington Avenue Kingston, NY 
12401 Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.                      
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC).  
Prestige Home Repair and 
Remodeling, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on May 28, 
2019.  Office location:  Ulster 
County.  SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to:  
Prestige Home Repair and Re-
modeling, LLC, 47 Sycamore 
Street, Kingston, NY 12401.  
Purpose:  Any lawful acts or 
activities.  Latest  date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve:  No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
QUALITY BMD, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/08/19. Office location: 
Ulster County.  Princ. office 
of LLC: 721 Broadway, Ste. 
#250, Kingston, NY 12401. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
the LLC at the addr. of its 
princ. office. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT:  ULSTER 

COUNTY. J.P. MORGAN MORT-
GAGE ACQUISITION CORP., 
Pltf. vs. DAVINA RUPP, et al, 
Defts. Index #1014/2018. 
Pursuant to judgment of fore-
closure and sale dated Aug. 
8, 2019, I will sell at public 
auction at the Ulster County 
Courthouse, 285 Wall St., 
Kingston, NY on November 
20, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. prem. 
k/a 13 Van Wagner Road, High-
land, NY a/k/a Section 88.17, 
Block 9, Lot 17. Said property 
situate in the Town of Lloyd, 
County of Ulster, and State 
of New York, bounded and 
described as follows: Begin-
ning at a point in the Southerly 
line of Van Wagner Ave. said 
point being the intersection of 
the said Southerly line of Van 
Wagner Ave. with the Easterly 
line of Hasbrouck Ave., being 
a plot 80 ft. x 125 ft. Contain-
ing 0.23 of an acre of land. 
Approx. amt. of judgment is 
$187,914.53 plus costs and 
interest.  Sold subject to 
terms and conditions of filed 
judgment and terms of sale. 
REBECCA MILLOURAS-LET-
TRE, Referee. THE MARGOLIN 
& WEINREB LAW GROUP, LLP, 
Attys. for Pltf., 165 Eileen 
Way, Ste. 101, Syosset, NY 
#97789
LEGAL NOTICE

SUMMONS, NOTICE AND 

LEGAL NOTICE
AUTUMN SPRINGS 

FARM, L.L.C. Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/27/19. Office in Ul-
ster Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 2749 New Prospect 
Rd., Pine Bush, NY 12566, 
which is also the principal 
business location. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Brush and Reed LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on July 7th, 2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Jena Argenta 39 
Broadway 2nd Floor, King-
ston, NY 12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activities; art 
workshops, sales, and events. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Falco Services LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/18/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Falco Services LLC 
470 Main Street ANDES 
NY 13731. Purpose: Any law-
ful  acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.  
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Halwick Law, LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 9/24/19.
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY  has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Halwick 
Law, LLC, 189 Hurley Avenue, 
Ste. 1,  Kingston, NY 12401 
Purpose: Any lawful  acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
LODGING, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/9/2002. Office in 
Greene Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to 2105 Shore Parkway, 
Apt. 12D, Brooklyn, NY 11214. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

LOUDMOUTH DOCUMEN-
TARY, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/01/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. Princ. office of 
LLC: 1110 Creek Locks Rd., 
Bloomington, NY 12411. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 

mail process to the LLC at the 
addr. of its princ. office. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Moot ziMaiden LLC, Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on September 
24, 2019. Office location: 29 
River Road, Ulster Park, NY 
12487, Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: MootziMaiden LLC, 
29 River Road, Ulster Park, 
NY 12487. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): SQUEO VENTURES 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on (9/23/2019). Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: SQUEO VENTURES 
LLC 51 Dawson Lane Kerhonk-
son, NY 12446. Purpose: Any 
lawful  acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
The Bank of New York Mel-

lon, as successor trustee to 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, as 
trustee for Novastar Mort-
gage Funding Trust, Series 
2004-3, Novastar Home Equi-
ty Loan Asset-Backed Certifi-
cates, Series 2004-3, Plaintiff

AGAINST
Tami Buckner; Deyo Depuy; 

David Depuy; Jerome Depuy; 
Harold Depuy; John Depuy; 
Joan Martin, and, Dirk Depuy, 
Jr.; et al., Defendant(s) 

Pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated July 24, 2019 I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Ulster 
County Courthouse, Kingston, 
New York on November 18, 
2019 at 10:00AM, premises 
known as 6 Canaan Road, 
New Paltz, NY 12561.  All that 
certain plot piece or parcel of 
land, with the buildings and 
improvements erected, sit-
uate, lying and being in the 
Town of New Paltz, County of 
Ulster, State of NY, Section 
78.3 Block 3 Lot 19.  Approx-
imate amount of judgment 
$190,173.85 plus interest and 
costs.  Premises will be sold 
subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index# 16-2530.

Jon Simonson, Esq., Ref-
eree

Shapiro, DiCaro & Barak, 
LLC

Attorney(s) for the Plaintiff
175 Mile Crossing Boulevard

Rochester, New York 14624
(877) 430-4792
Dated: October 4, 2019

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Build Green Now LLC.  Ar-
ticles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of 

BRIEF STATEMENT OF NATURE 
OF ACTION CONSUMER CRED-
IT TRANSACTION SUPREME 
COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK COUNTY OF ULSTER 
Index No. 19-974 HUDSON 
VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT UN-
ION, Plaintiff, -against- SARA 
LEE, AS POSSIBLE HEIR TO 
THE ESTATE OF BARRY T. LEE, 
DECEASED AND AS GUARDIAN 
TO EML, POSSIBLE HEIR TO 
THE ESTATE OF BARRY T. LEE, 
DECEASED; ALL UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF 
BARRY T. LEE AND ANY OF 
HIS, HER OR ANY OF THEIR 
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE, 
AND INTEREST; et al. Defend-
ants. TO THE DEFENDANT(S): 
All Unknown Heirs, Devisees 
and Personal Representatives 
of Barry T. Lee and any of 
his, her or their successors 
in right, title, and interest YOU 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
and required to serve upon 
plaintiff’s attorneys an answer 
to the complaint in this action 
within twenty (20) days after 
the service of this Summons, 
exclusive of the day of ser-
vice, or within thirty (30) days 
after service is complete if the 
Summons is not personally de-
livered to you within the State 
of New York. The United States 
of America, if designated as a 
defendant in this action, may 
answer or appear within sixty 
(60) days of service hereof. In 
case of your failure to answer, 
judgment will be taken against 
you for the relief demanded in 
the complaint. Trial is desired 
in the County of ULSTER. The 
basis of venue designated 
above is that the real proper-
ty, which is the subject matter 
of this action, is located in the 
County of ULSTER, New York. 
NOTICE: YOU ARE IN DANGER 
OF LOSING YOUR HOME IF YOU 
DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS 
SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT 
BY SERVING A COPY OF THE 
ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY 
FOR THE MORTGAGE COMPA-
NY WHO FILED THIS FORECLO-
SURE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT A DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED 
AND YOU CAN LOSE YOUR 
HOME. SPEAK TO AN ATTOR-
NEY OR GO TO THE COURT 
WHERE YOUR CASE IS PEND-
ING FOR FURTHER INFORMA-
TION ON HOW TO ANSWER 
THE SUMMONS AND PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING 
A PAYMENT TO YOUR MORT-
GAGE COMPANY WILL NOT 
STOP THIS FORECLOSURE AC-
TION. YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE AN-
SWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT. 
The foregoing Summons is 
served upon you by publication 
pursuant to an order of Hon. 
James P. Gilpatric, Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the 
State of New York, signed on 
September 26, 2019 in King-
ston, New York and to be duly 
entered in the ULSTER County 
Clerk’s Office, in Kingston, New 
York. The Nature of this action 
pertains to a note and mort-
gage held by Plaintiff on real 
property owned by the above 
named defendants as specified 
in the complaint filed in this 
action. The above named de-
fendants have failed to comply 
with the terms and provisions 
of the said mortgage and 
said instruments secured by 

said mortgage, by failing and 
omitting to pay the balance 
due and owing and the Plaintiff 
has commenced a foreclosure 
action. Plaintiff is seeking a 
judgment foreclosing its mort-
gage against the real property 
and premises which situates in 
the City of Kingston, County of 
Ulster and State of New York 
and is commonly known as 67 
Wrentham Street, Kingston, 
New York 12401 and all oth-
er relief as to the Court may 
seem just and equitable. DAT-
ED: October 17, 2019 SCHIL-
LER, KNAPP, LEFKOWITZ & 
HERTZEL, LLP BY: WILLIAM B. 
SCHILLER, ESQ. Attorneys for 
Plaintiff 950 New Loudon Road 
Latham, New York 12110 Tele-
phone: (518) 786-9069 66268
LEGAL NOTICE

PINPOINT VALUATION 
GROUP, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/17/19. Office  in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to Attn: Ron Torterella 
Managing Member, 230 Kings 
Mall Court 169 Kingston, NY 
12401.  Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

SKYFALL STABLES, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 05/28/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Scott Durkin, 143 
Boice Mill Rd, Kerhonkson, NY 
12446, which is also the regis-
tered agent address. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

THE INN AT RONDOUT 
CREEK LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/9/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
607 County Route 6, High 
Falls, NY 12440, which is also 
the principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC): 
CAHOOTS LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filled with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) and active on 
11/01/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: CA-
HOOTS LLC (Stephanie Erwin) 
,  69 River Road, Ulster Park, 
NY 12487. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

CKC Logistics LLC. Filed 
9/10/19. Office: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as agent for 
process & shall mail to: C/O 
Christopher Gurnee, 34 Salk 
Dr, Highland, NY 12528. Pur-
pose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

CIT BANK, N.A.,
V.
DANIEL DOEGE, AS HEIR 

AND DISTRIBUTEE TO THE ES-
TATE OF WILLIAM L. DOEGE; 
ET AL.

NOTICE OF SALE

LEGAL NOTICES

COUNTY NOTES

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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SAINTS AND SINNERS
If you’re looking for compelling and 

rapturous soulful next-level indie releases 
created in the Hudson Valley, then you will 
be completely missing out on one of the 
most powerful records 

of 2019 if you sleep on the lush, 
jazz-infused chamber-pop poetry 
of Luis Mojica’s yearningly bold 
new album, How A Stranger Is 
Made. A boring run-of-the-mill 
collection of clichés this record is 
most definitely not.

“You found the boy inside my 
adult shell/ You saved him from the hell of gender 
spells/ You held him in your arms and kissed his 
long eyelashes/You called him a Moon Man and his 
frozen heart melted,” sings the accomplished vocalist 
and pianist on one of the record’s strongest tracks, 
“Moon Men.”

Known for his association with Rasputina and his 
own thrilling tracks as well as his holistic outlook, 
Mojica is playing Friday, Nov. 8 at The Beverly Lounge 
for a special night, as well as Nov. 15 at Colony in 
Woodstock for a Daniel Johnston tribute.

It was a pleasure to catch up with the enigmatic 
fountain of song and politely grill the artist about this 
latest work.

Morgan Y. Evans: The album cover and title, How A 
Stranger Is Made, are both very evocative. It really 
makes the participant in the art want to know the con-
text but that requires more participation in the work. 

Kind of ironic since they are getting 
to know you better by learning about 
becoming a stranger. 
Luis Mojica: Visually, I wanted to 
evoke fragmentation. This album is 
a collection of stories — all person-
al — that honor and even celebrate 
shame, pain, all these taboo human 
experiences that we don’t talk about 

and, when we do, barely ever celebrate. They’re all 
puzzle pieces leading up to a whole person.

MYE: Love the piano and crawl-bop vibe of “Shaman 
Food.” What was the starting point? Just lyrics? How 
much of the songs did you have written ahead of time, 
or did other songs developing in the studio determine 
what other instruments you’d add? “City Friends” 
also jumped out to me, like remembering your own 
memory through hearing someone else’s in their song? 
Really nice piece. 
LM: Beautifully put. I developed these songs to scare 
myself. I was bored of my old material and I wanted 
to get more personal. So I set out with the intention of 
writing confessional, deeply personal songs for piano 

and voice, then each song had its own arrangements 
and environments that naturally came through when 
we were recording and mixing. The piano came first, 
then the vocals and other arrangements.

MYE: That seems like a great way to shake things 
up. So, Simone Felice is an old friend and it is cool 
you worked with him and David Baron on your 
latest release. One thing I like about Simone is he 
understands traditional sort of “classic” or “roots” 
approaches to music or literature or whatever, but is 
also really capable of thinking outside the box from 
his own wavelength. I bet you all had some interesting 
production conversations. 
LM: Absolutely. I brought them my song “Queen Song” 
because I wanted it to be dramatic, intense, and a 
cathedral of a song. Simone was like a music shaman 
and David was like an alien on the control boards. His 
studio looks like you’re in a UFO with all the analog 
and synth wires. They really elevated the song and 
brought it into an intense emotional landscape. Just 
what it needed.

MYE: How did you decide to do a Leonard Cohen cover 
of “Stranger Song” to wrap this release up? It is a nice 
capstone summarizing the energy of the record and 
your voice sounds really good. 
LM: As a man, a strange two-spirited kind of man, 
Leonard Cohen’s “Stranger Song” felt very invasive 
when I heard it at 16. I had never let anyone know 
the real me. My body, my sexuality, my truth ... all was 
locked away in different rooms for different people at 
different times. It was like survival, or it felt like sur-
vival, I should say. His song was so self-realized and 
cut through the bullshit to the core of a man’s heart 
and what makes him lie and deceive women. It was 
so poetic and empathic that I was able to hear and I 
credit it for a lot of my own healing. 

MYE: That’s wonderful and powerful. I love Leonard 
Cohen and it has been interesting to read more about 
how he used to watch Nico. The recording process for 
your record seems pretty elaborate. You did some stuff 
in the Old Dutch Church and some in a studio, correct? 
LM: Recording this was a two-year process. I record-
ed all the piano at Old Dutch Church and the vocals 
and drums at Split Rock Studios in New Paltz. Many 
instruments were virtually “flown in,” like the cello 
from Australia. The saxophone and backing vocals 
were recorded on my cheap microphone in my house. 
Justin Guip was the sonic magician that pieced all the 
parts together, forming this tapestry that feels very 
connected and whole. The process of recording reflects 
the psychological theme of fragmentation for sure!

MYE: What do you like about The Beverly? I like the 
cocktail lounge/bar area a lot. It’s a cool vibe in there.
LM: You know, I’ve never been! I’ve heard so much 
good about them giving avant garde and genuinely 
alternative musicians a place to perform so I natu-
rally reached out to do a show because of that. We’re 
planning an extensive national tour throughout 2020 
so this probably will be my last local show for a while.

‘I developed these 
songs to scare myself.’ 
— Luis Mojica

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Luis Mojica is close to nature.

KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated August 
09, 2019, and entered in 
the Office of the Clerk of the 
County of Ulster, wherein CIT 
BANK, N.A. is the Plaintiff and 
DANIEL DOEGE, AS HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE TO THE ESTATE 
OF WILLIAM L. DOEGE; ET AL. 
are the Defendant(s).  I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on December 4, 2019 
at 11:00AM , premises known 
as 41 YARWOOD ROAD, WALK-
ER VALLEY, NY 12588:  Sec-
tion 104.2, Block 1, Lot 15:  

ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN 
THE TOWN OF SHAWANGUNK, 
COUNTY OF ULSTER, STATE 
OF NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed Judg-
ment Index # 433/2017. Linda 
B. Johnson, Esq. - Referee. 
RAS Boriskin, LLC 900 Mer-
chants Concourse, Suite 310, 
Westbury, New York 11590, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

DUNCAN’S GREEN LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 10/23/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
c/o Ashley Couch, 408 Stuyve-
sant Avenue, #2R, Brooklyn, 
NY 11233. Purpose: Any lawful 

purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

I.S.M. Productions, 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
10/11/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
201 Kallop Rd., Kingston, NY 
12401. General Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of  Formation of 
Homma, LLC, Art. of Org.   
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY)10/17/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 56 Twin Ponds 
Drive, Kingston, NY 12401.   
Purpose: any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

E. Ashley Ayres Marriage 
& Family Therapy PLLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/18/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail pro-
cess to E. Ashley Ayres, 118 
Fairview Ave., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Marriage and 
Family Therapy.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limit-
ed Liability Company (LLC): 

ASBURY TAX ADVISORS, 
LLC, Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 

on 5/20/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: Asbury 
Tax Advisors, LLC, 750  Lucas 
Avenue, Hurley, NY 12443. 
Purpose: Any lawful    acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE 
FOR ABFC 2004-HE1 TRUST 
ABFC ASSET-BACKED CERTIF-
ICATES SERIES 2004-HE1,

V.
CHARLES CALIA, ET. AL.
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated May 07, 
2019, and entered in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the County 
of Ulster, wherein DEUTSCHE 
BANK NATIONAL TRUST COM-
PANY AS TRUSTEE FOR ABFC 
2004-HE1 TRUST ABFC AS-
SET-BACKED CERTIFICATES 
SERIES 2004-HE1 is the Plain-
tiff and CHARLES CALIA, ET 
AL. are the Defendant(s).  I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, 
NY 12401, on December 11, 
2019 at 10:00AM, premises 
known as 304 UNION CEN-
TER ROAD, ULSTER PARK, NY 

12487:  Section 63.4, Block 7, 
Lot 32:  

ALL THAT PIECE OR PARCEL 
OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH 
THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, 
SITUATE ON THE SOUTH 
SIDE OF THE HIGHWAY LEAD-
ING FROM ULSTER PARK TO 
UNION CENTER IN THE TOWN 
OF ESOPUS, IN THE COUNTY 
OF ULSTER, IN THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK

Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment 
Index # 15-1500. CATHERINE 
CHARUK, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

EGLISE JAMES LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
10/24/19. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, c/o Robert 
Pollock, 99 South Elliott Place, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given 
that an order entered by the 
Supreme Court, Ulster Coun-
ty, on the 3 day of  October, 
2019, bearing Index Number 
19-3214, copy of which may 
be examined at the Office of 
the Clerk, located at 244 Fair 
Street, 2nd Floor, Kingston, 
N.Y. grants me the right, effec-

tive on the 3 day of October, 
2019,  to assume the name of 
Marc Piraino. My present ad-
dress is 29 Forrest Drive, Port 
Ewen, NY.; the date of my birth 
is March 17, 1954; the place 
of my birth is Poughkeepsie, 
NY; my present name is Mark 
Piraino.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC 
AUCTION Supreme Court of 
New York, ULSTER County. 
CILICI, LLC, Plaintiff, -against- 
SHIRLEY J. NORTH; VIRGIL C. 
AVERY; PALISADES COLLEC-
TION LLC; BENEFICIAL NEW 
YORK INC.; BENEDICTINE 
HOSPITAL; COMMISSIONER OF 
LABOR OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK; BENEFICIAL HOMEOWN-
ER SERVICE CORPORATION; 
THE KINGSTON HOSPITAL, In-
dex No. 2485/2013. Pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale duly dated, Septem-
ber 13, 2019 and entered with 
the Ulster County Clerk on 
September 20, 2019, Peter 
F. Matera, Esq., the Appointed 
Referee, will sell the premises 
known as 131 Samsonville 
Road, Kerhonkson, New York 
12446 at public auction at Ul-
ster County Courthouse, 285 
Wall Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401, on December 
11, 2019 at 9:30 A.M. All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land, situate, lying and being in 
the Town of Rochester, County 
of Ulster and State of New York 
known as Section: 76.5; Block: 
2; Lot: 3 will be sold subject to 
the provisions of filed Judg-

ment, Index No. 2485/2013. 
 The approximate amount of 
judgment is $179,495.12 plus 
interest and costs. FRIEDMAN 
VARTOLO LLP 85 Broad Street, 
Suite 501, New York, New York 
10004, Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Su-
preme Court Ulster County, on 
the 1 day of October, 2019, 
bearing Index No. 19-2012, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the office of the clerk, 
located at 244 Fair Street, 
Kingston, New York, grants me 
the right to assume the name 
CLARE REBEKAH BIANCHI 
QUOTA. My present address 
is 426 Main Street, Rosendale, 
New York 12472; the date of 
my birth is December 1, 1990; 
my present name is CLARE RE-
BEKAH DEBAUN.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limit-
ed Liability Company (LLC):

The Tree King LLC Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 10/7/2019. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: The Tree King 
LLC 131 Sherman Road, El-
lenville NY 12428. Purpose: 
Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.
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Kingstonian slight of hand
Steve Noble and the developers of the proposed 

Kingstonian project put on quite a show at the Oct. 
24 press conference when they announced a revised 
proposal which added 14 units of affordable housing 
(raising the total number of units to 143 by adding 
another floor and increasing the size of the develop-
ment). It was a mix of gymnastics; sleight-of-hand 
magic with distraction and illusion; and a touch of 
carnival bait and switch.

With regard to the Kingstonian, three of the main 
concerns which have been raised are i) an aesthetic 
inconsistent with the historical district, ii) the lack of 
an affordable housing component, and iii) the excessive 
scale of the project.

What Noble and the developers pulled off was 
impressive. Everyone was so focused on the newly 
proposed affordable housing units that they didn’t fully 
appreciate that an already large out of scale project 
was being made significantly larger. Further, they 
boxed in those advocating for intelligent, equitable 
development by making it appear that there’s only 
two options — either an out-of-scale 129-unit project 
without affordable housing or 14 units of affordable 
housing in an even larger, more out-of-scale 143-unit 
development. By packaging the affordable units this 
way, those who raise concerns about the larger dis-
proportionate scale are painted as being against the 
affordable housing solution, while the developers are 
portrayed as the great compromisers.

Of course those aren’t the only two options. For 
example, why can’t 14 affordable units work in a 
129-unit development? Since there is public money 
involved, the developers should open the books and 
show why that wouldn’t be profitable. But here’s the 
thing — by asking that question the community has 
now been manipulated into perceiving 129 units as 
an acceptable minimum, rather than the out-of-scale 
project it is. The developers shrewdly moved the goal-
posts, while distracting many with the shiny prize of 
affordable housing.

Steve displayed near-contortionist skills when 
presenting himself as leading the fight for affordable 
housing. That’s an about-face from his administration’s 
public opposition to the citizen groups’ and Ulster 

County Planning Board’s advocacy to include afford-
able housing. In fact, on Sept. 27, the city contested 
the UCPB’s interpretation of the zoning code in which 
affordable housing was required. And yet less than 
four weeks later, Steve is adopting the suggestions put 
forth by the UCPB, including a citywide 10 percent 
affordable housing requirement on new development, 
and claiming them as his own. With such an abrupt 
reversal, he may want to ice his neck and back.

While I enjoy the circus and shows on Broadway, 
I don’t want either in my city government. Given that 

public funds and public land are being used, and the 
developers will likely be requesting a Pilot, Kingston 
residents deserve to see behind the curtain and get 
additional information. For example, why isn’t it pos-
sible to build a 112-unit development which includes 
12 affordable units? This isn’t a traveling carnival; 
the development will permanently alter Kingston’s 
Uptown. So we need and deserve a quality production.

Neil Millens

Kingston

Return of the broken record
Loyalty to Donald Trump baffles me. But I’m trying 

to understand it.
So I’m asking the president’s fans: Would any of you 

be willing to read and watch (open-mindedly, hard as 
we all find that) accounts and videos of today’s myriad 
nationalistic tyrants, then write a 300-word-or-less 
letter to this newspaper about what you found and 
how you feel? 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Fix of fan, fan of fixes
AT THE REPAIR CAFÉ held at the Town of Esopus Library on Saturday, Bob Morton fi xes a fl oor fan brought 

in by Collette Quintero of Port Ewen while her niece, Gia Tantillo, 9, of Rifton observes.

Shop-Local Extravaganza!
You advertise local. They shop local. It’s a win-win.
Advertise in Almanac Weekly, Kingston Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties Times, 

Woodstock Times, and/or HudsonValleyOne.com during the peak holiday shopping 

season from November 14 through December 26.  

Reach a locally involved readership with your ad each week. Give us a $50 gift certificate to come 

off your advertising bill. Our readers will send us a picture or receipt showing that they shopped 

local. Those readers will be placed into a drawing to win one of the $50 gift certificates from our 

participating advertisers.

Promote your business locally with us. Readers who support local by shopping with our 

advertisers will have the opportunity to win a gift certificate to your business...

            It’s a win-win! For more information call your sales rep at

845-334-8200
info@ulsterpublishing.com | hudsonvalleyone.com/advertise
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IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Just a transition
T

he George Washington School on 

Wall Street in Kingston was the venue last 
Friday evening (Nov. 1) and Saturday for 
what its organizers termed an unconference. 
An audience of 200 showed up for “Surviving 

the Future: Connection and Community in Unsta-
ble Times,” billed as both a summit and a progress 
report on the sustained efforts of the past few years 
to organize radical political, economic and cultural 
consciousness-raising in and around Kingston. 

Focused on “just transition,” a template for change 
best known in the environmental and trade-union 
movements, the unconference — the organizers strove 
to emphasize its unhierarchical and improvisational 
elements — was sponsored by a cluster of local or-
ganizations which have relationships to each other, 
including financial, personal and ideological con-
nections. The Good Work Institute, Radio Kingston, 
The O+ Festival, Commonwealth Hudson Valley, the 
NoVo Foundation, Kingston NY Transition and Rise 
Up Kingston were the seven sponsoring organizations. 

The stated purpose of the lively event was to discuss 
the future of Kingston, New York. “When the shit hits 
the fan, no one’s coming to rescue us,” Radio Kingston 
executive director Jimmy Buff was quoted as telling 
ex-Kingstonian Alexandra Mar-
var in the faraway British national 
newspaper The Guardian last 
Thursday. “We’ve got to figure 
it out ourselves, because this is 
our city. This is where we live. 
This is what we’ve got.” Buff said he was “privileged 
to be part of the high-level conversations about what 
happens next.”

As it turned out, the unconference didn’t reach any 
conclusions about what would happen next. “Don’t 
wait to hear from us,” warned meeting co-facilitator 
Evelyn Wright in the cafeteria of the George Washing-
ton School during the last minutes of the get-together 
on Saturday afternoon. “We don’t know what’s coming 
next.” But she assured the audience that “the solution 
is right here.”

I was reminded of a Warsaw art show of famous 
Poles at which portraits of historical legends and later 
distinguished persons were arranged chronologically 
on the gallery walls. The last frame in the series con-
tained a mirror. 

Wright is a Kingston resident, climate economist, 
energy analyst and longtime cooperative enthusiast 
who heads Commonwealth Hudson Valley. Like about 
a dozen of the other attendees, she has a program on 
Radio Kingston.

Something did happen a few minutes later, sort of. 
Though the event had been adjourned, a lot of people 
didn’t leave the cafeteria. About a hundred of them 
stood around in groups of two or three continuing to 
talk with each other. Face to face, they stood a couple 
of inches closer to each other than American folks 

usually do except in subway trains and at cocktail 
parties. Instead of retreating back into their isolated 
selves walking back post-meeting to their cars parked 
outside, they had discovered in all this talk about “just 
transition” something in common.

What they had in common may have been a buildup 
of confidence in the possibilities of constructive inter-
personal reciprocity. Or it might have been a sense 
of solidarity about the role of new local community 
institutions, founded for the common good to control 
the machinations of merciless private capital, heedless 
consumerism and misled government. 

Whatever. For the participants, it was a constructive 
feeling. They wanted more of it.

In the here and now of Kingston civic life, the 
behavior, though not unprecedented, was unusual. 
Was this a harbinger of the future of Kingston, New 
York? Could Kingston maybe, just maybe, become the 
shining (small) city on the hill that would serve as an 
example for other communities?

I got the impression that Berkshire County 

in western Massachusetts is probably the collection 
of small communities in the United States where the 

transformative goals of the just transition have been 
pursued the most actively for the 
longest time. Following the ideas 
of the late British economist E.F. 
Schumacher of small-is-beautiful 
fame, the Schumacher Center for 
a New Economics, whose chief 

ideologist David Bollier was first speaker in Kingston 
Friday evening, has been applying this thinking to 
the Berkshires for several decades. In his talk, Bollier 
called for returning ownership to communities. “We’re 
doing a ton of practice work to shift their power to our 
power,” he explained.

Kingston’s the new model exurbia which will 
attract talent, skills and capital from New York City 
the way the Berkshires have from Boston (and New 
York). There have already been admiring journalists 
and top-25 lists, and there will be more. 

The other two Friday-night speakers, Ariel Brooks 
from the Boston area and Kali Akuno from Jackson, 
Mississippi, described their community organizing. 
Akuno, the most emotional of the three, described 
“combining small interventions into a bigger move-
ment,” often against formidable odds. The spirit, he 
said, had to be “I ain’t gonna quit.” Real relationships 
with human beings had to replace our world of ma-
terial possessions. His plea for the need for a radical 
cultural shift and the urgency of transition got the 
biggest hand of the night from the people gathered 
in the school auditorium.

The all-day Saturday sessions consisted of circles 
on individual subjects at which everyone spoke. 
Summaries were prepared so that all the attendees 
could hear what had been said at the sessions. They 

were delivered. Each of the rapporteurs got a round 
of applause from the assembly. It was heartwarming 
to hear how articulate many of them were.

Just what would a just transition be? The five 
themes accepted for the unconference made for an 
attractive package: democratization of our institu-
tions and resources, advancing ecological restoration, 
driving racial justice and social equity, relocalization 
of most production and consumption, and cultural 
retention and restoration. 

Whether the spark is literal or figu-

rative, creating a fire from a spark is no easy 
matter. The process is often made easier by 

the addition of an accelerant. When it comes to social 
transformation in our society, money, so flexible as a 
medium of exchange, is a proven accelerant, often a 
necessary condition of success though insufficient on 
its own to guarantee success.

At first blush, it is ironic that all this social and 
cultural foment in Ulster County has been largely 
stoked by the philanthropic largesse of a son of the 
founder of one of the world’s greatest self-made for-
tunes, Warren Buffett. In 2006, Warren Buffett’s son 
Peter and Peter’s wife Jennifer, Ulster County residents, 
founded the Novo Foundation, whose objective is “to 
foster a transformation from a world of domination 
and exploitation to one of collaboration and partner-
ship.” They are co-presidents. 

Warren Buffett contributes annually to NoVo. Ac-
cording to the most recent IRS filing available from 
2017, the Novo Foundation reported his donation to 
NoVo of $169,466,164. Warren Buffett contributes 
a large donation annually to the foundation. NoVo 
reported assets of $651,666,779 at the beginning of 
2017 and $726,122,397 at the end of the year. That 
didn’t mean that the younger Buffetts were less than 
active philanthropically. NoVo approved total con-
tributions during 2017 of $179,452,000 to hundreds 
of diverse beneficiaries with programs that further 
NoVo’s purposes. It also designated considerable funds 
for future support. 

Since substantial funding is passed through other 
foundations and non-profits, the dispersion of NoVo 
funding to the Hudson Valley is hard to pin down with 
any degree of accuracy. A rough guess might be that 
NoVo either awarded or earmarked for future spending 
about $30 million in the mid-Hudson region during 
2017. The majority of that spending was in Ulster 
County. The Hudson Valley Farm Hub was allocated 
easily the largest piece. Three million to Bard College 
and $3.9 million to Omega Institute were substantial 
NoVo commitments. Funding or commitments for 
Radio Kingston and People’s Place amounted to close 
to two million dollars each.

There was a long list of other local 2017 NoVo re-
cipients or future beneficiaries: the Center for Creative 
Education ($40,000), the City of Kingston ($120,000), 
Feminist.com ($25,000), the Good Work Institute 
(now headed by charismatic event co-facilitator Micah 
Blumenthal ($250,000), the Kingston school district 
($150,000), Scenic Hudson ($25,000), the Schum-
acher Center and Sterling College (speaker Bollier’s 
connections, $248,650), Wild Earth Wilderness 
School in Stone Ridge ($50,000), YMCA of Kingston 
($75,000), Community Foundations of the Hudson 
Valley ($100,000), Cornell Cooperative Extension 
($700,000), Hudson River Healthcare ($750,000), 
Kingston Land Trust support ($500,000).

JUST WHAT WOULD A 
JUST TRANSITION BE?

I’m betting (yes, biasedly) you’ll see some Donald 
in these despots: in their profit-driven, business-first 
attitude toward their climate’s health, and by extension 
their people’s well-being — indeed, in their valuing 
above all else, in all matters, money and power; in 
their lying and doublespeak; their betrayals, and 
their overlooking of others’ betrayals and atrocities 
in order to maintain unholy alliances; their flouting 
of laws; their land grabs; their tightly surrounding 
themselves with the rich and powerful, while keeping 
the struggling rest of us far from sight, far below; their 
behavior toward any who threaten them; their frenzied 
crowds bowing down in obeisance; their policies on 
immigrants and minorities — “the other.”

Here and abroad, it’s difficult not to think: Nazi 
Germany. In our country, about our strongman, we 
torment ourselves with, But this is America! We went 
to war against Nazism!

Trump seems hard, hateful, me-first-and-only, and 
support for him seems misplaced, and bound to end 
badly. But that’s me. What about you? How does he 
merit your loyalty, despite what to many seems grow-
ing proof of his venality, his unfitness, the danger he 
poses? Is it that his un-self-questioning persona feels 
“fatherly”? Is it his (politically motivated) abortion 

stance? Is it that you believe his corporate tax cuts 
will benefit, long-term, you and me? Is it your anger: 
at the political system, sure, but also at the world’s — 
life’s — unfairness in general (which, of course, afflicts 

Democrats, too)? 
What is it? 

Tom Cherwin

Saugerties

All for one.
Visit Hudson Valley One and read the best of what 
Ulster Publishing has to offer. Check it out at: 
hudsonvalleyone.com.
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888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

www.herzoglaw.com  |  Attorney Advertising

ALBANY
7 Southwoods Blvd.

SARATOGA
47 West Harrison St.

KINGSTON
1151 Flatbush Rd.

Wills VS. 
Trusts

 

Thursday, 
November 14th

at 2pm

Courtyard by Marriott
500 Frank Sottile Blvd.

Kingston, NY

To Register 
call 845-338-6405

or 
setue@herzoglaw.com

LEARN MORE ABOUT:

Protecting Your Home and Assets

Avoiding Court & Spend-Downs

Creating A Custom Estate Plan

ABC PEST 
CONTROL, INC.

— We kill with skill —

MICE CONTROL
ORGANIC YARD SPRAY FOR TICKS!

Locally Owned & Operated 
by Benny the Bugman
290 Fair Street • Kingston, NY

(845) 340-1224 • (845) 656-2575 cell
MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE TERMITE INSPECTION

——

KS!!!!!!!
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We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

PHYLLIS McCABE

THE KAATERSKILL POSTCARD CLUB’S FALL SHOW was held at the Andy Murphy Midtown Center on 

Sunday. This year featured a special exhibit centering on Catskills winter sports memorabilia.

Machete mayhem 
in Saugerties

A 35-year-old Saugerties man is behind bars, town 
police say, after he attacked a man in his apartment 
complex with a machete, causing multiple cuts to the 
victim’s arms and legs, as well as partially cutting off 
three fingers. Charged with the grisly attack is Anthony 
Cunningham who, police said, went after a 25-year-old 
male victim on the night of October 30. Police said 
Cunningham fled the scene of the Clermont Street 
incident, but was caught about 90 minutes later by a 
town police K-9 unit. 

The victim, whose injuries were described as 
“severe” by town police, was taken to Mid-Hudson 
Regional Hospital in Poughkeepsie and, police said, 
was listed in stable condition. The suspect was charged 
with first-degree assault and first-degree burglary, 
felonies, and fourth-degree criminal possession of a 
weapon, a misdemeanor.

Police said Cunningham was sent to Ulster County 
Jail in lieu of $100,000 cash bail or a $250,000 bond.

Brooklyn Bottling will expand
The Brooklyn Bottling Group, which has operated 

in Ulster County for 27 years, will receive a graduated 
ten-year tax break in return for investing four million 
dollars and adding 20 new jobs to its 135-person 
bottling facility in the Marlborough water district in 
Milton. The Ulster County Industrial Development 
Agency (UCIDA) unanimously approved the deal 
last week conditional on confirmation of state DEC 
approval.

Brooklyn Bottling can now break ground on the 
expansion. “We’re givin’ them approval so they can 
start,” said Joe Scott, the UCIDA’s attorney.

The beginning of the six-month discussion of the 
project was enlivened by Brooklyn Bottling’s reminder 

that the firm had other facilities where its expansion 
could take place. The IDA didn’t take kindly to what 
some members described as a threat to locate else-
where. In the end, a ten-year Pilot agreement was 
reached, rather than the 15-year deal the bottler had 
first sought.

Last week, company owner Eric Miller emphasized 

his workers’ ties to the area. “It’s proven to be a good 
relationship with the area,” he said. As Brooklyn Bot-
tling’s business expanded, Miller said, the company’s 
intent was to grow in Ulster County.    

Under the arrangement, the UCIDA will receive 
a $40,000 fee. The deal is expected to close before 
the end of 2019.

Pictures of 
the past

COUNTY NOTES


