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Now, we wait
Karolys matter in the judge’s hands after sides in C&D dumps 
dispute make their final arguments

The fate of three controversial 

construction and demolition waste 
dumping sites in Saugerties is now 
in the hands of a state Supreme 
Court judge.

After over 20 hours and 10 days of witness testi-
mony, Supreme Court Judge Richard Mott will now 
mull over whether the Town of Saugerties rightfully 
issued stop-work orders against dumping on Joe 
Karolys’ properties on Route 212, Fel Qui Road 
and Goat Hill Road. After the orders were issued 
by town building inspector Alvah Weeks, Karolys 
filed an Article 78 proceeding, which caused the 
issuance by the court of a temporary restraining 

order on the stop-work orders being enforced until 
the matter could be properly adjudicated.

Over the course of the proceedings, which took 
place at the Ulster County Courthouse in Kings-
ton, Karolys’ attorney, Melvin T. Higgins, argued 
the town improperly selectively enforced its laws 
by singling out Karolys’ properties, while turning 
a blind eye toward other allegedly illegal C&D 
dumpsites in town.

Following the final hearing in the matter on 
Monday, Nov. 4, Higgins and town attorney John 
Greco must send Mott summaries — in 12-point 
font and with a maximum of 12 pages, the jurist 
demanded — detailing their positions and citing any 

legal precedents that may help their cases. Then, 
Saugerties waits: There’s no timetable for Mott to 
come back with a decision. All throughout the court 
hearings, and in defiance of stop-work orders issued 
by both the county health department and the state 
Department of Environmental Conservation, trucks 
have been regularly depositing their loads at the 
pace of, neighbors say, 8-10 loads per day.

“In this case, throughout the 10 days of testi-
mony, there was absolutely no evidence…that Mr. 
Karolys would suffer any type of immediate or ir-
reparable harm after the issuance of a preliminary 
injunction,” said Greco in his closing arguments 
in court on Nov. 4. “Mr. Karolys claimed that if the 
court did not allow the temporary restraining order 
to continue, he would lose business — that is not 
irreparable harm.”

By legal definition, “irreparable harm” takes 
place when money cannot right a situation, and 
when circumstances cannot be restored to their 
previous state — an example would be lost property 
that cannot be recovered, like a burned-up Mickey 

Tumultuous 
Tuesday

DA’s race comes down to absentee ballots; 
legislature control uncertain

By Jesse J. Smith 

A rollercoaster of an election 

night, followed by a suspenseful 
Wednesday morning, ended up with the 
closely watched race for Ulster County 
District Attorney in a virtual dead heat, 

even as Democrats secured decisive victories in 
two more countywide races and appeared poised 
to maintain their one-vote majority in the County 
Legislature.

The results — early voting plus votes cast at the 
polls Tuesday — came Wednesday morning after an 
election night marred by technical glitches with the 

photos by phyllis mccabe

Dave Clegg
Mike Kavanagh and his daughter.

The results
Costello re-elected as 
Saugerties town supervisor; 
Thornton and Ivino to town 
board

A ccording to unofficial results 

Tuesday night, Saugerties Town Su-
pervisor Fred Costello Jr. fended off 
a challenge from Councilman Paul 
Andreassen to win another two-year 

term, while incumbent Councilwoman Leeanne 
Thornton won re-election and newcomer Mike 
Ivino took a seat on the town board.

In an evening dominated by glitches and uncer-
tainty with the county Board of Elections results 
website, which ended abruptly with a medical 
emergency shutting down the vote-counting until 
Wednesday morning, the numbers, while always 
unofficial on election night may be this year even 
more subject to revision.

But as of the opening minutes of Wednesday 
morning, Costello, who ran on the Democratic, 
Working Families and Independence lines, got 3,352 
votes. Andreassen, a town councilman running 
on the Republican, Conservative and Libertarian 
lines, got 2,603.

“I feel lucky, I feel blessed by my family, my 
friends, blessed to represent the community that 
we love together,” said Costello.

“I have no regrets. It wasn’t by a big margin,” said 
Andreassen. “I’m still going to be on the board. This 
isn’t my first battle, and it’s not my last.”

Andreassen said just as he tells students who 
turn in their exams hindmost when he teaches 
fire code and inspection classes, “someone has to 
come in last.” He added that he would continue as 

continued on page 5
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Machete mayhem
A 35-year-old Saugerties man is behind bars 

after, town police say, he attacked a man in his 
apartment complex with a machete, causing mul-
tiple cuts to the victim’s arms and legs, as well as 
partially cutting off three fingers.

Charged with the grisly attack is Anthony Cun-
ningham who, police said, went after a 25-year-old 
male victim on the night of October 30. Police said 
Cunningham fled the scene of the Clermont Street 
incident, but was caught about 90 minutes later by 
a town police K-9 unit. Police said they believe the 
incident was connected to drugs.

The victim, whose injuries were described as 
“severe” by town police, was taken to Mid-Hudson 
Regional Hospital in Poughkeepsie and, police 
said, was listed in stable condition. The suspect 
was charged with first-degree assault and first-de-
gree burglary, felonies, and fourth-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon, a misdemeanor.

Police said Cunningham was sent to Ulster 
County Jail in lieu of $100,000 cash bail or a 
$250,000 bond.

- Ulster Publishing staff

Jail for felony DWI suspect
Christopher M. Claussell of Saugerties, 43, 

accrued felony charges after, town police allege, 
he drunkenly crashed into a utility pole on Main 
Street in the village while driving with a license that 
had been suspended after a previous DWI incident.

According to police, Claussell was operating his 
2016 Ford Fusion near Stewart’s when he veered 
into the left lane and struck the pole. Police said 
his blood-alcohol content was 0.22 percent, nearly 
three times the legal limit. He was charged with 

the felonies of aggravated DWI and first-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle, 
along with the misdemeanors of operations without 
an interlock device and the violations of moving 
from a lane unsafely and failing to notify the DMV 
of a change in address. He was arraigned in village 
court and sent to Ulster County Jail without bail.

- Christina Coulter
 

Deer vs. motorcycle
A Greenville man was in critical condition after 

striking a deer with his motorcycle in the area of 
Route 212 and Shagbark Pond Road at 12:10 p.m. 
on Nov. 3, town police said. Police said that the rider, 
49-year-old Kyle Lewis, sustained “massive trauma” 
as a result of the crash. He was treated at the scene 
by paramedics from Diaz Ambulance and transport-
ed to a landing zone, where Lewis was airlifted by 
Lifenet Medivac to Albany Medical Center. Town 
police said following emergency surgery, Lewis was 
listed in critical but stable condition; no further 
information was available on his status. 

Town police remind motorists and motorcyclists 
that this is the breeding season for white-tailed deer, 
which causes greater movement (day and night) 
and more collisions with motor vehicles.

- Christina Coulter
 

POLICE BEAT
From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
proven guilty.

Anthony Cunningham. (Photo provided) 
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An incident on 
Oct. 30
Legislature candidate accused of criminal trespass; 
Allen calls it ‘a bunch of lies’

C harges against District 2 County 

Legislature candidate Christopher P. 
Allen alleging criminal trespass have 
been filed with the Village of Saugerties 
Court. According to the complaint, 

lodged by Saugerties resident Paul Fowler, at about 
7:58 p.m. on Oct. 30, Allen entered his residence 
through an unlocked door and verbally harassed 
him and his girlfriend, Gail Ferris, for approximately 
five minutes. Fowler alleges that he asked Allen to 
leave the residence four times before the legislative 
hopeful, who faced off Tuesday against Democrat 
John Schoonmaker and Republican Al Bruno for 
the seat he occupied before being defeated two years 
ago by Joe Maloney (who isn’t running for re-elec-
tion) complied. Allen finished third in the election. 

Contacted Monday, Nov. 4, Allen called the whole 
thing “a bunch of lies.” 

“Charges have brought against him and they 
have been filed with a local criminal court,” said 
Saugerties Police Chief Joe Sinagra Monday. “[He] 
will be charged after arraignment. A criminal sum-
mons will be issued by the court directing Mr. Allen 
to appear before the local criminal court to answer 
the charge. At that time, the judge will instruct the 
defendant to then come to the Saugerties Police 
Department for the purposes of being fingerprinted 
and photographed...there are three methods [to 
arrest someone] — we either arrest you right on the 
spot, we arrest you with an appearance ticket [for 
the local court] or we file for a criminal summons.”

Sinagra said that because Allen is accused of a 

misdemeanor, he has the option of a jury trial. The 
village court could not be immediately reached to 
confirm a date for Allen’s arraignment.

When reached for comment this week, Fowler 
said the topic of his dispute with Allen was campaign 
signs; he said Allen had placed signs at a nearby gas 
station, which Fowler said were removed because 
Allen allegedly did not have permission to place 
them there.

“He came to my house, the door was cracked, I 
didn’t realize that [my girlfriend] had cracked the 
door for my pets,” Fowler said. “He just burst in the 
door and starts freaking out on me…I ordered him 
out three times, then told him, ‘If I have to get off 
this couch I’ll kick your ass.’”

Fowler said Allen then left the residence, slam-
ming the door behind him and continuing to yell 
once he had left the home. He said that Allen then 
went to the gas station in question to speak with 
the establishment’s owner; Fowler said security 
footage from the latter part of the incident at the 
gas station would be subpoenaed for use in the 
upcoming criminal trial. 

“It was completely inappropriate behavior,” 
said Ferris of the incident. “[Fowler] was trying to 
explain, ‘I do not have your signs, they’re next door 
[at the gas station.].’”

Contacted on Monday, Allen denied Fowler’s 
allegations. “Paul Fowler made this whole story up,” 
Allen said. “I never set foot in his apartment. I was 
out in the hallway.”

In a long and at times rambling interview with 

this publication on Monday, Allen explained his 
presence at Fowler’s house in two different ways. 
One way, the one he insisted is true in follow-up 
communications — one of which threatens this 
newspaper with litigation — is that he went to the 
home to collect absentee ballots he had provided for 
Fowler and Ferris. But Allen also said at one point 
he went to Fowler’s home the evening of Oct. 30 to 
try to find out what had happened to a campaign 
sign of his that was at the gas station. “I never set 
foot in his apartment — I was in the hallway for 
about 30-40 seconds,” Allen said. “[Ferris] said hi 
to me nicely, [Fowler] started to scream at me…I 
got the hell out of there.”

As of Monday afternoon, Allen said he had not 
been contacted by the police and said he could 
not believe someone could be arrested before they 
were questioned. “No one has contacted me from 
the police.”

Allen said he thought he might be the victim 
of skullduggery and alleged a conspiracy by his 
political foes to wreck his chances on Election Day. 
“I think there was a chance [that I was set up],” he 
said. “The whole thing is a bunch of lies.”

Back in 2015, Allen was arrested and charged 
with misdemeanor assault after a disagreement with 
a Greene County schoolteacher over a parking spot 
at a Tannersville swimming hole. At the time of the 
incident, the teacher told Saugerties Times she was 
cleaning up the parking area with a fellow teacher 
and a group of students when Allen arrived in his 
vehicle. After she told him not park there because 
it would interfere with their cleanup, she said he 
became angry and, when she displayed her ID on 
a lanyard around her neck, he pulled on it hard 
enough to leave abrasions. Allen said Monday that 
the charges had been dropped; this newspaper is 
not able to independently confirm this.

Fowler made his statement to police under oath. 
At the bottom of the accusatory instrument outlining 
the accusations against Allen, it states that making 
a false written statement is a Class A misdemeanor.
      
 - Ulster Publishing staff

New plans
Drive for a rebuilt animal shelter gets boost

A detailed rendering of a new 

Saugerties animal shelter and a 
schematic of its interior have been 
commissioned by a committee of lo-
cal stakeholders. According to Adele 

Zinderman, daughter of shelter founder Marie Post 
and administrator of the Saugerties Animal Welfare 
Fund, these plans are a crucial element to receive 

needed grant funding for the proposed building.
The structure is planned to be approximately 

4,100 square feet with an additional 2,800 square 
feet for dog kennels and quarantine areas, and will 
be relocated to have a separate entrance from the 
town’s transfer station. The schematic includes a 
two-story cat-climbing space, a lobby, a covered 
exterior dog run and a “catio.” There will also be a 

grooming room, a food preparation room, a kitten 
room adjoined to a free-roaming cat room, a wildlife 
room, a cat condo area, separate cat and dog quar-
antine areas, staff and office space and two “com-
munity rooms” that can be used for staff meetings 
or classes, like kitten-fostering demonstrations. It 
will have two floors, and an elevator.

“This drawing is about the eighth one,” said 
Zinderman. “It’s not the final drawing, but it’s a 
pretty close rendering if what we will have ... We 
had a discussion of what we needed.”

Zinderman said that the design was inspired by 
recently-built shelters that she and Town Supervisor 
Fred Costello Jr. had visited over the past months.

Architect Laura Cassar, along with a committee 
including Zinderman, shelter manager Elly Mon-
fett, shelter employee Morgan Bach, Costello, town 
engineer Rich Praetorius and grant writer Kathleen 
Kearnan, devised the plans.

The Companion Animal Capital Fund, through 
which 25 shelters have received funding for repairs 
and new structures over the past two years, would 
provide $500,000 toward the project if Saugerties 
receives a grant. Town officials missed the deadline 
to apply for the grant funding in 2018, and it was 
unclear whether the funding would be maintained 
in the state’s budget until June of this year. Some 
$400,000 for the project will be sourced from the 
estate of the late Mary Bradford, an animal lover 
who was close friends with Marie Post. Zinderman 
said that the remaining $500,000 will need to be 
raised, and that approximately $50,000 has been 
collected so far. 

Donations toward the shelter can be brought 
to town hall at 4 High St.; checks can be made out 
to the Saugerties Animal Welfare Fund. Interest-
ed parties can also patronize the shelter’s annual 
Christmas Sale on Dec. 5.

“We do need the backing of our community to 
help us reach the goal to have our shelter. Just a year 
or two down the road, [inspectors from] the state 
Department of Agriculture and Markets is going 
to come in — they would close our shelter down 
[in its current state]. There’s so much that’s right 
about it, but so many standards have to be met.”

- Christina Coulter
 

A rendering of what the new Saugerties animal shelter might look like. (Photo provided)
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Board of Elections website and a medical emergency 
that prompted election commissioners to suspend 
the vote count with 147 of 161 the county’s election 
districts reporting.

While Democrats Pat Ryan and March Gallagher 
know they’ll be county executive and county comp-
troller come Jan. 1, Dave Clegg and Mike Kavanagh 
— along with everyone else — will have to wait as 
long as maybe two weeks to find out which one of 
them will be the next district attorney.

When the vote count was suspended around 
shortly before midnight, Republican Kavanagh 
trailed Democrat Clegg by about 800 votes. When 
the count was completed Wednesday morning, 
Kavanagh held a three-vote — 24,969 to 24,966 
— advantage.  Kavanagh campaign manager Diana 
Spada attributed the turnaround to the fact that 
the uncounted districts were all in Republican 
strongholds, including Shawangunk and the Town 
of Lloyd. The race will now be decided by absentee 
ballots. 

As of Wednesday noontime, some 2,086 absentee 
ballots had come into the Board of Elections — 946 
of the ballots were submitted by registered Demo-
crats, 586 by Republicans, 367 by non party-enrolled 
voters and 111 by Independence Party members, 
and 12 Greens, 8 Working Families ballots and 4 
Libertarians.  By law the ballots may not be opened 
until Nov. 18 to allow for mail-in ballots which are 
valid if postmarked before Election Day.

Spada expressed confidence Wednesday that 
the absentee ballot counts would only expand 
Kavanagh’s lead.

“I am very positive about our absentee campaign,” 
said Spada. “I see us picking up more votes.”

Clegg’s campaign issued a statement declining 
to concede the race and predicting that when all of 
the votes were counted, he would be Ulster County’s 
next DA, not Kavanagh.

“The race is too close to call,” the statement reads, 
“But Mr. Clegg believes he will be the eventual win-
ner and every single vote must be counted.” 

Ryan, Gallagher, Rounds win
There was less drama in three more county-

wide races. Democratic County Executive Pat 

Ryan coasted to a full four-year term in a rematch 
election against Ulster County Conservative Party 
Chairman Jack Hayes, who was running on the 
GOP line as well.

Ryan held a 62.8 to 37 percent lead with 30,674 
votes to Hayes’ 18,062, according to unofficial results 
on Wednesday afternoon. The two faced off at the 
polls six months ago in an April 30 special election 
to fill the remainder of former county executive Mike 
Hein’s term. (Hein resigned in February to take a 
job in the administration of Gov. Andrew Cuomo.)

Since taking office, Ryan has worked to advance 
a progressive agenda built around protecting the 
environment, diversifying the county’s economy 
and seeking innovative solutions to the county’s 
opioid epidemic. In his victory speech, Ryan said 
that the results of Tuesday’s election demonstrat-
ed the wide appeal of that agenda among Ulster 
County residents.

“In everything we do, we try to govern inclusively,” 
Ryan told the crowd at county Democrat’s results 
party at Keegan Ales in Kingston. “If you do that, 
you win inclusively.”

Down the ballot, March Gallagher, who most 
recently worked as the executive director and CEO 
of the nonprofit Community Foundations of the 
Hudson Valley, won her contest for Ulster County 
Comptroller with Lisa Cutten, a former employee 
of the county comptroller’s and executive’s offices 
with long experience in municipal finance. The 

post comes with a four-year term in office. As of 
Wednesday afternoon, Gallagher, who ran on the 
Democratic and Working Families Party lines held 
a 56%- 44% margin over Cutten with 27,006 votes 
to Cutten’s 21,074. Cutten is a registered Democrat 
who ran on the Republican, Conservative and In-
dependence Party lines after she was denied the 
Democratic Party nomination at a convention in 
February. 

The fourth countywide race ended with a fore-
gone conclusion. Kingston-based defense attorney 
and Democrat Bryan Rounds was unopposed in his 
bid for County Court judge. In January, Rounds 
will take over for incumbent Judge Don Williams, 
a former district attorney who is completing his 

first 10-year term on the bench and opted not to 
seek a second.

Who will control the legislature?
Democrats currently hold a 12-11 majority in the 

county legislature — one that, if election night results 
hold, will remain unchanged. Republican incum-
bent Brian Woltman was bounced from his  District 
7 seat in Kingston by Democrat Peter Criswell. But 
in Shandaken, Democratic incumbent Kathy Nolan 
is losing narrowly to Republican challenger John 
Parete, with absentee ballots still to be counted. Re-
publican Al Bruno also secured a seat in Saugerties 
that had been held by Democratic caucus member 
Joe Maloney, while Democrat Brian Cahill held a 
narrow lead over Republican Andi Turco-Levin for 
a Town of Ulster seat once held by the Republican 
the late James Maloney.

The balance in the legislature could change 
based on the affidavit and absentee ballot count. 
Cahill leads Levin by just 26 votes with over 100 
absentees in the district. Parete leads Nolan by 43, 
with approximately 150 absentees on hand as of 
November 6. 

 phyllis mccabe

Pat Ryan and March Gallagher.

County Election
continued from page 1
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a councilman to advocate for the platform he ran 
on for supervisor.

“I’ll still follow through with the things that I 
campaigned for as supervisor,” he told a small group 
of friends, fellow Republican-endorsed candidates 
and family. “I want to thank everyone for everything 
you’ve done for a great run. I will not be silent. I will 
not be pushed around. We’ll put some legislation on 
the board that we can debate about, and if they’re 
uncomfortable with it, they can answer to you.”

The board in 2020 looks to be 3-2 Democrat — 
Costello, John Schoonmaker (provided he doesn’t 
score a long-shot comeback win on absentee ballots 
in his county legislature race) and Thornton on the 
Democratic side and Andreassen and Ivino on the 
Republican side.

“I will work with the town board and I expect the 
board to work with me. If they don’t, I will push every 
button to make that happen,” Andreassen added in 
a later interview. “I will not be a wallflower, and I 
won’t be a back-bencher like they have in Parlia-
ment. I have ideas and I expect to be listened to.”

Winning candidates Costello and Thornton 
mirrored the sentiment, insisting that they would 
work together cohesively regardless of Andreassen’s 
campaign. 

“There’s only five of us, there’s 20,000 people 
in the community,” said Costello. “Those 20,000 
people would want us to be productive. We’ll work 
to reach a consensus.”

Celebrating at Sue’s
Just before 11 p.m., when it was apparent that 

he had racked up a heady lead over Andreassen, 
Costello addressed a raucous crowd of over 50 at 
Sue’s, his family’s restaurant.

“So, this afternoon I’ve been trying to control 
my anxiety, and I was trying to figure out what I 
would say if I win, or if I lose, and I realized it was 
the same thing. I’m one of the luckiest people on 
the planet,” he said, voice wavering. “I have friends 
that I’ve known since we were kids that stand by me 
through thick and thin, that have a confidence that 
I don’t understand but it gives me the confidence 
to move forward. Thank you all.”

Thornton gets the most
In the town board race, where three candidates 

competed for two four-year terms, Thornton 
(Democratic, Working Families, Independence) 
led the pack with 4,042 votes. Ivino (Republican, 
Independence and Libertarian) tallied 3,134 while 
Nicole Roskos (Democratic, Working Families Party, 
Green) finished out of the running with 2,681.

“I no longer have a headache that I had yesterday,” 
said Thornton. “I’m just thrilled that the community 
supported our initiatives that we supported for the 
last two years. I look forward to continuing to work 
with John [Schoonmaker] and with Mike [Ivino] 
as a new board member. I’m looking forward to 
moving forward in 2020 as a new team.”

“There’s a lot of policy that I want to put forward,” 
Ivino said. “One is going to be term limits, another 
is going to be a nepotism policy and we’re going to 
dig through our budget like no one has dug before.”

Roskos said that although she did not win a seat 
on the town board, she would refocus her efforts in 

Saugerties’ Climate Smart Committee. 
“I’m not opposed to running again,” she said. “It 

was a good learning experience. He was a tough 
opponent — he has a bigger history here and I know 
that’s important in Saugerties.”

The county condition
Both of Saugerties’ county legislature races may 

not be decided until absentee ballots are counted. 
In District 1, incumbent Mary Wawro (Republican, 
Independence, Conservative) held a slim 1,311-1,274 
lead over challenger Aaron Levine (Democratic, 
Working Families, Green). Currently, the Board of 
Elections stated, there are 91 absentee ballots to 
be counted in the District 1 race, 46 of which were 
sent in by registered Democrats, 22 by Republicans, 
two by Conservatives, six by Independence Party 
members and 15 by unaffiliated voters. To erase 
Wawro’s 37 vote lead, Levine would need to tally 64 
of the 91 absentee ballots. More may come in to the 
board of elections, provided they were postmarked 
November 4 at the latest. Absentee ballots will begin 
being counted on November 18. 

In District 2’s three-way race, Al Bruno (Re-
publican, Conservative) was in the lead with 1,001 
votes. John Schoonmaker (Democrat), a sitting 
town councilman, trailed with 952 votes and former 
legislator Chris Allen (Working Families, Indepen-
dence) collected 450. According to the county Board 
of Elections, 154 absentee ballots were collected for 
this race; 54 from Democrats, 61 from Republicans 
and 18 from unaffiliated voters.

Bruno was emotional upon seeing his lead when 
the last results of the night became available — he 
frantically tried to call Schoonmaker to congratu-
late on the race, only to realize that his call wasn’t 
going through because Schoonmaker was simulta-
neously trying to call him. On good terms, Bruno 
and Schoonmaker ran a markedly friendly race, 
posing together for photos at fundraising events and 
putting in a joint donation at a fundraiser for Diaz 
Ambulance earlier this year. Early on, Thornton 

recalled, the pair resolved at a town board meeting 
that the losing party would buy a cocktail at Sue’s 
for the winner.

“I’m so stunned. Pleasantly surprised, not 
stunned...I couldn’t have run against a better can-
didate,” said Bruno, visibly floored. “I hope to still 
have him as a friend...either way, Saugerties wins. 
He’s still on the town board, he can still work his 
magic there. He’s going places. This isn’t his first 
stop, he worked hard, we all did. I’m very happy 
that I ran and I will work hard for this district. I’m 
also a very honest and pragmatic person and to be 
honest, Chris Allen was the one who decided this 
race. I wish it was a different situation. If both of us 
[Bruno and Schoonmaker] could be the legislator 
at the same time, it would be interesting...This is 
how all races should be.”

Schoonmaker, accompanied by his mother and 
brother at Sue’s, felt similarly.

“We didn’t run against each other, we ran with 
each other for the same seat,” he said. “I know I was 
hoping for the win...With the lines that [Bruno] had, 
it’s a big feat. It’s not a complete loss for me, I have 
town board...we’ve got a board meeting tomorrow. 
I’m jumping right back into it. We’ve got a public 
hearing on the budget, there’s no time to take a 
rest. I’m going to keep doing the good work that 
I’m doing with the same zeal I did before.”

While Schoonmaker had a small team through 
the Democrats’ coordinated campaign to help make 
calls, place campaign signs and knock on doors, 
Bruno did it on his own with the help of his wife.

“She’s apolitical,” said Bruno of Lisa. “She doesn’t 
like the mess of politics, and I dragged her through 
this with me. She was my campaign manager and 
my greatest supporter, and she still is.”

Levine appeared frazzled after results became 
available — perplexed as anyone by the confusion 
around whether early votes were counted caused 
by glitches with the Board of Elections website.

“I’m eager to find a conclusion, to know one 
way or another,” he said. “I’m looking forward to 
weighing the absentee ballot count, and we’ll let 
the votes speak for themselves.”

Wawro watched the results come in from home, 
then visited her ex-legislator father Bill Geick. She 
said that he was clad in his Mary Wawro T-shirt. 
She was en route to an informational meeting on 
the county’s 2020 proposed budget when she was 
reached for comment on Nov. 6.

“You never know how it’s going to go, you don’t 
want to assume,” said Wawro when asked wheth-
er she thought her lead would hold steady when 
absentee ballots are counted beginning Nov. 18. “I 
really feel fortunate in this district — anybody who’s 
run in this district said I ran a good campaign and 
it’s very cordial…At the end of the day we’re there 
to serve our district and no one gets anywhere by 
being combative.” 
      

- Christina Coulter

Town Election
continued from page 1

 photos by christina coulter

Fred Costello Jr. and Mike Ivino share a bipartisan moment on Tuesday night at Sue’s Restaurant.

Paul Andreassen talks with supporters at the GOP’s watch party at Village Pizza.
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Mantle rookie card, or an expensive bottle of Scotch 
poured down the drain. As Mott pointed out while 
Higgins made his closing arguments, Karolys said 
when he was questioned on the stand that mon-
etary reimbursement could satisfy him when he 
was asked, “Can it be made whole with money, the 
losses that you would incur if you operations were 
shut down?” by Mott.

“I believe so,” Karolys responded.
The lawyers also had to argue for the probability 

for success in a later lawsuit, which Greco addressed 
in his closing statement: “There’s no dispute here 
that the town of Saugerties has an anti-dumping 
law that prohibits the dumping of C&D debris from 
outside the town without a permit.”

Greco also asked Mott to take judicial notice 
of the troubling test results commissioned by the 
DEC in a court-ordered property raid in May that 
indicated the presence of unsafe levels of heavy 
metals and pesticides like DDT. The veracity of 
these test results, particularly the manner in which 
samples were taken, was questioned by the defense 
throughout the hearings.

“Mr. Karolys can quibble about how many sam-
ples were taken or where they were taken from or 
how they were taken, but he submitted no evidence 
that they were taken in error,” said Greco.

Higgins said in his closing statement 
that the town was selectively enforcing its laws, 
citing statements made by assistant building in-
spector Kevin Brown and town engineer Joe Mihm 
indicating that they only inspected properties 
when complaints were made and not on any kind 
of routine basis.

“I believe that my client’s business and his life 
have been wrecked by the inappropriate activities 
of this community targeting only him with the 

exclusion of everyone else,” Higgins said.
Moreover, Higgins further decried the DEC’s test 

results. “I don’t think the town has demonstrated 
that the material has illegal amounts of toxic met-
als,” said Higgins.

“The burden of proof is on you [Higgins] with 

respect to the temporary restraining order,” said 
Mott, who asked why Karolys had never had his 
own independent test results taken. “Tell me how 
you proved it specifically, other than making this 
comment and suggesting and calling for specula-
tion…It would make this all a lot easier if you had 
an expert come in and say, ‘His property is as pure 
as the driven snow, there is no contamination on his 
property.’ …He hired an expert that did no testing, 
does that make any sense?”

Higgins also “renew[ed] all of [his] objections… 
for the record” in his closing statements.

“[At] times, I wasn’t sure that Judge Mott was 
processing all of the comments that were being 
made, but after listening to his comments today he 
obviously was, and I think a lot of the questioning 
that went on in earlier court episodes was to give 
both sides all possible options,” said councilwoman 
Leeanne Thornton. “It felt today that [Mott] felt Mr. 
Higgins hadn’t followed through on things that he 

should’ve followed through on. So, I’m optimistic 
that things will move along.”

“I feel optimistic,” said Town Supervisor Fred 
Costello Jr. after the final hearing. “I think [Gre-
co] summarized all of our arguments nicely and 
reflecting back, I feel like we presented a strong 
argument as to why this restraining order needs 
to be lifted and to memorialize all of the concerns 
we’ve been expressing. We want to be able to assure 
the residents who live there that their water is safe, 
and the degree to which we’ve been able to answer 
those questions is not sufficient. We’re closer to 
those answers today than we’ve ever been, ever.”

But even if the town is successful in this step, it 
remains to be seen who will clean up over 100,000 
cubic yards of material dispersed throughout Sau-
gerties.

“The first line of funding will be whatever re-
sources we can extract from whatever bonding he 
may or may not have and any value that’s assigned 
by the court,” said Costello. “Then the next one…
ultimately this is going to fall to a partnership be-
tween the town and the DEC to do an assessment and 
figure out what an adequate mitigation would be.”

In other legal business, Karolys will appear in 
Woodstock Town Court later this month to answer 
to charges of illegal dumping outside of the 7 a.m.-
to-3 p.m. window outlined by Mott in his temporary 
restraining order. Saugerties justices recused them-
selves from the case, necessitating a venue shift. 

- Christina Coulter

‘I feel like we presented a 
strong argument as to why this 
restraining order needs to be 
lifted and to memorialize all 
of the concerns we’ve been 

expressing.’ — Town Supervisor 
Fred Costello Jr.

Now, we wait
continued from page 1
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Curb your enthusiasm
Alex Wade questions the value of state involvement in the village 
sidewalk project 

N ew bluestone sidewalks are 

finally being installed on Main 
Street in Saugerties in front of the 
Orpheum Theater and up to the 
intersection with Partition Street. 

The complete job will include just over 500 feet of 
bluestone paving on the south side of the street, 
with 230 feet east of Partition Street and 276 feet 
to the west.

New bluestone is being used in the section east 
of Partition Street, special projects coordinator 
Alex Wade reported to the village board. Though 
tinted concrete is being used on some 150 feet of 
this section, existing curbing will be retained on 
the rest of the project, Wade said. The later sections 
will retain bluestone that is still in good condition, 
while replacing badly worn or crumbling bluestone.
With construction, the modest but seemingly end-
less project is finally coming to a climax. A state grant 

is expected to cover 80 percent of the cost. But Wade 
wondered whether rhe village’s costs of meeting all 
the state requirements and the engineering required 
for the project had not exceeded the state grant. Giv-
en the cost of all the state requirements, the delays 
over the past several years as the state demanded 
changes, and the engineering costs, Wade said after 
the meeting, the village government might have been 
better off doing the job without the state funding.
“For this area I was able to obtain a waiver of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations, 
so only broken or missing stones will be replaced,” 
Wade told the village board on Monday. The Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act requires a sidewalk slope 
of no more than 1.5 inches, requiring sidewalks with 

a greater slope to be torn up and leveled. The waiver 
allows the village to leave existing sidewalks in place. 

Barring delays, the job should be completed 
within about two and a half weeks, Wade said. “If 
we get more days like today, it could be even faster 
than that,” he said.  

The job costs $312,669. John Mullen and Sons was 
the only bidder on the project, and his bid was $45,000 
more than the village had allocated, according to 
the board presentation at the March 2019 meeting,
There had been some concern about the new curb-
ing, but Wade said that “it blended right in with the 
old stuff, and it’s not going to fall apart.”

Another cost that had Wade fuming was a 
$2000 reporting system the DOT required. 
Trustee Terry Parisian asked whether the re-
porting system could save money in the long run 
by its being used on other projects. No, replied 
Wade, the cost was for a single use. The billing 
procedure in the past had been complex and 
time-consuming, however, and “this system takes 
the place of that, so I don’t have to spend hours 
with five different pages of stuff to do the billing.”
The program could save time and be well worth 
it on a big job, Wade concluded. But “in our case 
it’s stupid.”

Region 8 of the state Department of Transpor-
tation had refused for a while to recognize John 
Mullen as a qualified contractor, despite the fact 
that he was recognized by other agencies and han-
dles a good deal of work in the area. That dispute 
had been settled, Wade reported, but Mullen still 
had to get a new password to work with the agency.

 
 - David Gordon 

david gordon

 Employees of John Mullen and Sons lay bluestone sidewalks on Main Street his past Monday.  
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Soccer team season ends
The Saugerties High School 

girls’ varsity soccer team lost its 
opening round playoff battle against 
Red Hook last week, seeing its season 
end at the short end of a 7-0 score. 

The Sawyers punched their ticket to the Section 
IX, Class A quarterfinal game thanks to a late-season 
win that gave them an even win-loss record of 7-7. 

For its efforts, the Saugerties team had to travel 
to Annandale-on-Hudson on October 30 to take 
on the unbeaten Red Hook Raiders. The Raiders 
were led by Grace Hennig’s four-goal outing, with 
one score coming late in the first half on a penalty 
kick. Also scoring for Red Hook were Casey Shein, 
Samantha Riley and Ani Safaryan. The Raiders 
outshot the Sawyers 16-4. 

Earlier in the season, Saugerties had 
also succumbed to defeat at Red Hook 9-1. 
Sawyer goalkeeper Abigail Below gave a solid 
effort during a busy day in goal, turning away 
six shots. The top-seeded Raiders stayed true to 
form in the quarterfinals two days later, beat-
ing Cornwall 1-0. But their season also came 
to an unexpected end on November 4 when 
they fell 2-1 to the sixth seed, Minisink Valley.

- Crispin Kott

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S

Latest Kingston homicide
Kingston police are looking for three suspects 

in a November 1 home invasion killing. According 
to police, Myron Moye Jr., 36, was shot and killed 
inside his residence at 38 West O’Reilly St. sometime 
around 2 a.m. It was the second murder in Midtown 
Kingston in a week. According to police, cops re-
ceived the call for a homicide inside the home around 
2:05 a.m. on November 1. When officers arrived, 
the woman who reported the attack led officers 
inside the home where they discovered Moye. Police 
administered first aid until paramedics arrived, but 
Moye was pronounced dead at the hospital.

According to law-enforcement sources, a woman 
and two children were present in the house, but 
were unharmed in the attack. The next day, po-
lice said they were looking for three unidentified 
suspects — three black males between the ages of 
20 and 30, dressed in dark clothing and sneakers. 
One of the men is described as between 5’8” and 6’ 



saugerties times Nov.  7,  2019  •  9

C O U N T Y 
N O T E S

FIRST LIGHT
2102-70

COLOR OF THE YEAR 
2020

www.herzoglaw.com  |  Attorney Advertising

ALBANY
7 Southwoods Blvd.

SARATOGA
47 West Harrison St.

KINGSTON
1151 Flatbush Rd.

Wills VS. 
Trusts

 

Thursday, 
November 14th

at 2pm

Courtyard by Marriott
500 Frank Sottile Blvd.

Kingston, NY

To Register 
call 845-338-6405

or 
setue@herzoglaw.com

LEARN MORE ABOUT:

Protecting Your Home and Assets

Avoiding Court & Spend-Downs

Creating A Custom Estate Plan

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

tall with a thin build and medium complexion. A 
second suspect is described as between 5’5” and 5’8”, 
light-skinned with a heavy build. The third suspect 
is described as shorter than his companions with a 
thin build. All three were spotted leaving the home 
after the killing, police said.

Cops are also asking residents of the area around 
West O’Reilly Street and Mary’s Avenue to check 
security cameras for suspicious persons or vehicles 
in the neighborhood between 1:30 a.m. and 2:30 
a.m. on November 1.

Back on October 24, an unidentified gunman 
shot and killed 27-year-old Daniel “DJ” Thomas 
on the corner of Cedar and Prospect streets. Police 
say they have not yet established any link between 
the killings, but they believe both were targeted 
attacks, not random. Anyone with information on 
either case is asked to contact police at 331-1671. 
Those wishing to remain anonymous are asked to 
call the TipLine at 331-9944 or use the Submit-A-
Tip website to submit anonymous text messages.

County Tech City takeover
With the deeds filed on Alan Ginsberg’s takeover 

by Ulster County of two Tech City parcels, county 
workers are now taking possession of the of two Tech 
City parcels on the west side of Enterprise Drive 
formerly used for Bank of America paper process-
ing.“The court’s decision is a win for all residents of 
Ulster County and a major step toward unlocking 
the potential of the site,” Ulster County executive 
Pat Ryan said on Monday. “The current owner’s 
approach has essentially held our county hostage for 
decades, and that ends now.”The two parcels on the 
sprawling ex-IBM site in the Town of Ulster owed 
$3.3 million in back school, town and county taxes. 
At one time, they were listed for sale for $16 million, 
but the owner was willing to entertain offers. They 
have fewer of the problems with contamination that 
some of the other parcels have. In his statement, 
Ryan said he was committed “to achieving the most 
feasible path forward as expeditiously as possible.” 

DEP shuts tunnel again
The New York City Department of Environ-

mental Protection (DEP) said last week that it has 
shut down its Shandaken tunnel to continue work 
on the intake chamber at Schoharie Reservoir. 
The tunnel, which was shut down on October 28, 
is expected to be closed until Nov. 19 while divers 
install a plug-and-bypass system that will allow 
them to safely replace gates that control the flow of 
water into the tunnel. The 18-mile-long Shandaken 
Tunnel conveys water from Schoharie Reservoir to 
the Esopus Creek and Ashokan Reservoir. 

For more information, see nyc.gov/dep.

Recycling added to bills
Anyone living in New Paltz who pays to have 

their garbage picked up has to use County Waste, 
thanks to a five-year deal with the town granting it 
a monopoly in exchange for customers enjoying a 
lower rate than nearly anyone in town was paying 
beforehand. While the rate charged for collection 
cannot be changed for the duration of that deal, 
other costs can be passed on, and customers are 
now seeing a new “recycling sustainability” charge 

of $3,31 on their monthly invoices. The total cost 
is now nearly $31 a month, but as this additional 
recycling cost is hitting all solid-waste carriers, the 
County Waste arrangement may still be the cheapest 

around. Whether it is or not, it’ll be the only legal 
option available if one doesn’t want to take one’s 
trash to the local transfer station.
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ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Just a transition
The George Washington School 

on Wall Street in Kingston was 
the venue last Friday evening and 
Saturday for what its organizers 
termed an unconference, An audi-

ence of 200 showed up for “Surviving the Future: 
Connection and Community in Unstable Times,” 
billed as both a summit and a progress report 
on the sustained efforts of the past few years to 
organize radical political, economic and cultural 
consciousness-raising in and around Kingston. 
Focused on “just transition,” a template for 
change best known in the environmental and 
trade-union movements, the unconference – the 
organizers strove to emphasize its unhierarchical 
and improvisational elements -- was sponsored 
by a cluster of local organizations which have 
relationships to each other, including financial, 
personal and ideological connections. The Good 
Work Institute, Radio Kingston, The O+ Festi-
val, Commonwealth Hudson Valley, the NoVo 
Foundation, Kingston NY Transition and Rise Up 
Kingston were the seven sponsoring organizations. 
The stated purpose of the lively event was to dis-
cuss the future of Kingston, New York. “When 
the shit hits the fan, no one’s coming to rescue 
us,” Radio Kingston executive director Jimmy 
Buff was quoted as telling ex-Kingstonian Al-
exandra Marvar in the faraway British national 
newspaper The Guardian last Thursday. “We’ve 
got to figure it out ourselves, because this is our 
city. This is where we live. This is what we’ve 
got.” Buff said he was “privileged to be part of the 
high-level conversations about what happens next.”
As it turned out, the unconference didn’t reach 
any conclusions about what would happen next. 
“Don’t wait to hear from us,” warned meeting 
co-facilitator Evelyn Wright in the cafeteria of the 
George Washington School during the last minutes 
of the get-together on Saturday afternoon. “We 
don’t know what’s coming next.” But she assured 
the audience that “the solution is right here.”
I was reminded of a Warsaw art show of fa-
mous Poles at which portraits of historical 
legends and later distinguished persons were 
arranged chronologically on the gallery walls. 
The last frame in the series contained a mirror. 
Wright is a Kingston resident, climate econo-
mist, energy analyst and longtime cooperative 
enthusiast who heads Commonwealth Hudson 
Valley. Like about a dozen of the other attend-
ees, she has a program on Radio Kingston.
Something did happen a few minutes later, sort of. 
Though the event had been adjourned, a lot of people 
didn’t leave the cafeteria. About a hundred of them 
stood around in groups of two or three continuing 

to talk with each other. Face to face, they stood a 
couple of inches closer to each other than Ameri-
can folks usually do except in subway trains and at 
cocktail parties. Instead of retreating back into their 
isolated selves walking back post-meeting to their 
cars parked outside, they had discovered in all this 
talk about “just transition” something in common.
What they had in common may have been a buildup 
of confidence in the possibilities of constructive in-
terpersonal reciprocity. Or it might have been a sense 
of solidarity about the role of new local community 
institutions, founded for the common good to con-
trol the machinations of merciless private capital, 
heedless consumerism and misled government. 
Whatever. For the participants, it was a con-
structive feeling. They wanted more of it.
In the here and now of Kingston civic life, the be-
havior, though not unprecedented, was unusual. 
Was this a harbinger of the future of Kingston, New 
York? Could Kingston maybe, just maybe, become 
the shining (small) city on the hill that would serve 
as an example for other communities?

I got the impression that Berkshire Coun-
ty in western Massachusetts is probably the 
collection of small communities in the United 
States where the transformative goals of the 
just transition have been pursued the most ac-
tively for the longest time. Following the ideas 
of the late British economist E.F. Schumacher 
of small-is-beautiful fame, the Schumacher 
Center for a New Economics, whose chief 
ideologist David Bollier was first speaker in 
Kingston Friday evening, has been applying this 
thinking to the Berkshires for several decades.
Bollier called for returning ownership to com-
munities. “We’re doing a ton of practice work 
to shift their power to our power,” he explained.
Kingston’s the new model exurbia which will at-
tract talent, skills and capital from New Yoro City 
the way the Berkshires have from Boston (and 
New York). There have already been admiring 
journalists and top-25 lists, and there will be more. 
The other two Friday night speakers, Ariel 
Brooks from the Boston area and Kali Akuna 
from Jackson, Mississippi, described their 
community organizing. Akuna, the most emo-
tional of the three, described “combining small 
interventions into a bigger movement,” often 
against formidable odds. The spirit, he said, 
had to be “I ain’t gonna quit.” Real relationships 
with human beings had to replace our world 
of material possessions. His plea for the need 
for a radical cultural shift and the urgency of 
transition got the biggest hand of the night from 
the people gathered in the school auditorium.
The all-day Saturday sessions consisted of cir-

cles on individual subjects at which everyone 
spoke. Summaries were prepared so that all 
the attendees could hear what had been said 
at the sessions. They were delivered. Each 
of the rapporteurs got a round of applause 
from the assembly. It was heartwarming 
to hear how articulate many of them were.
Just what would a just transition be? The five 
themes accepted for the unconference made 
for an attractive package: democratization of 
our institutions and resources, advancing eco-
logical restoration, driving racial justice and 
social equity, re-localization of most production 
and consumption, and cultural retention and 
restoration. 

Whether the spark is literal or figurative, 
creating a fire from a spark is no easy matter. 
The process is often made easier by the addition 
of an accelerant. When it comes to social trans-
formation in our society, money, so flexible as 
a medium of exchange, is a proven accelerant, 
often a necessary condition of success though 
insufficient on its own to guarantee success.
At first blush, it is ironic that all this social 
and cultural foment in Ulster County has been 
largely stoked by the philanthropic largesse 
of a son of the founder of one of the world’s 
greatest self-made fortunes, Warren Buffett. 
In 2006, Warren Buffett’s son Peter and Peter’s 
wife Jennifer, Ulster County residents, founded 
the Novo Foundation, whose objective is “to 
foster a transformation from a world of domi-
nation and exploitation to one of collaboration 
and partnership.” They are co-presidents. 
Warren Buffett contributes annually to NoVo. 
According to the most recent IRS filing avail-
able from 2017, the Novo Foundation reported 
his donation to NoVo of $169,466,164. Warren 
Buffett contributes a large donation annually 
to the foundation. NoVo reported assets of 
$651,666.779 at the beginning of 2017 and 
$726,122,397 at the end of the year. That didn’t 
mean that the younger Buffetts were less than 
active philanthropically. NoVo approved total 
contributions during 2017 of $179,452,000 
to hundreds of diverse beneficiaries with pro-
grams that further NoVo’s purposes. It also des-
ignated considerable funds for future support. 
Since substantial funding is passed through 
other foundations and non-profits, the disper-
sion of NoVo funding to the Hudson Valley is 
hard to pin down with any degree of accura-
cy. A rough guess might be that NoVo either 
awarded or earmarked for future spending 
about $30 million in the mid-Hudson region 
during 2017. The majority of that spending 
was in Ulster County. The Hudson Valley 
Farm Hub was allocated easily the largest 
piece. Three million to Bard College and $3.9 
million to Omega Institute were substantial 
NoVo commitments. Funding or commit-
ments for Radio Kingston and People’s Place 
amounted to close to two million dollars each.
There’s a long list of other local 2017 NoVo re-
cipients or future beneficiaries. The individual 
grant amounts to each organization do not give 
a full picture of the connections among the 
recipients or their shared work. That’s hopefully 
to be the subject of a later piece.

on October 6th, 2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY  
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: The Flower 
Garden Saugerties LLC, 3164 
Route 9W, Saugerties, NY 
12577. Purpose: Any lawful   
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
21 UPTOWN, LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 10/24/2019. Cty: 
ULSTER. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to HOLLY C WALSH, 
1441 ROUTE 32, SAUGERTIES, 
NY 12477. General Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Village of Saugerties Zoning 
Board will hold a public hearing 
on November 26, 2019 at 7:00 
pm in the Municipal Building, 43 

Partition Street. The purpose of 
the public hearing is to receive 
comment on the Area Variance 
application for 32 Partition 
Street, Saugerties, NY. 

Copies of the application and 
plans are available for viewing at 
the Village Clerk’s office. 

All interested parties will 
be heard. 

Lisa Mayone 
Village Clerk
  
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that an election is to be held 
in the Village of Saugerties on 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 to 
fill the Following  offices:

Three (3) two-year terms to 
succeed the present incum-
bents listed, whose terms of 
office will expire on April 4, 
2020:

Village of Saugerties Trustee
Vincent Buono 
Donald Hackett
Terry Parisian
Lisa Mayone
Village Clerk
 

LEGAL NOTICE
Kai’mani Designs By Tia, 

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
5/24/2019. Cty: Ulster. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to PO Box 
478, Marlboro, NY 12542. 
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Little Apple Cafe, LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/19/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to Holly C Walsh, 1441 Rte. 32, 
Saugerties, NY 12477. General 
Purpose

LEGAL NOTICE
Saugerties Mental Health 

Counseling PLLC, Arts of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 9/11/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
Robert M. Dietrich, 126 Old 
Route 9W, Saugerties, NY 

12477. Purpose: Mental Health 
Counseling.

LEGAL NOTICE
Hating Game LLC, Arts of 

Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 6/24/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Claude Dal Farra, 7 
Old Pilgrims Way, Kerhonkson, 
NY 12446. General Purpose. 

 
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):   
Pine Grove Specialty Carpentry 
LLC. Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 8/12/2019. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be   
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Pine Grove Specialty 
Carpentry LLC, 29 Terra Road, 
Saugerties, NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful  acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):   
The Kitchen at Shale Hill Farm 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York SSNY 
on 10/9/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY   
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be   
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: The Kitchen at Shale 
Hill Farm, 136 Hommelville Rd, 
Saugerties NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful   acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Thriving Libraries, LLC filed 

with the SSNY on 10/02/19. 
Office: Green County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 

31 Prospect Ave, Catskill,  
NY 12414. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

ABSOLUTE LOCK, LLC
The Articles of Organization 

of ABSOLUTE LOCK, LLC were 
filed with the New York Depart-
ment of State on October 22, 
2019. The New York Secretary 
of State has been appointed 
agent for service. The name 
and address of the registered 
agent upon which process 
may be served and which will 
receive copies of service from 
the NYSS, is: The LLC, 82 
Band Camp Road, Saugerties, 
New York.  The purpose of the 
limited liability company is to 
engage in any lawful activity for 
which limited liability companies 
may be formed. It will have its 
principal office in Ulster County, 
New York. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):  
T h e  F l o w e r  G a rd e n 
Sauger t ies  LLC.  Ar t i -
cles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY) 
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OPINION
LETTERS

Return of the broken record
Loyalty to Donald Trump baffles me. But I’m 

trying to understand it.
So I’m asking the president’s fans: Would any of 

you be willing to read and watch (open-mindedly, 
hard as we all find that) accounts and videos of 
today’s myriad nationalistic tyrants, then write a 
300-word-or-less letter to this newspaper about 
what you found and how you feel? 

I’m betting (yes, biasedly) you’ll see some Donald 
in these despots: in their profit-driven, business-first 
attitude toward their climate’s health, and by 
extension their people’s well-being — indeed, in 
their valuing above all else, in all matters, money 
and power; in their lying and doublespeak; their 
betrayals, and their overlooking of others’ betrayals 
and atrocities in order to maintain unholy allianc-
es; their flouting of laws; their land grabs; their 
tightly surrounding themselves with the rich and 
powerful, while keeping the struggling rest of us 
far from sight, far below; their behavior toward any 
who threaten them; their frenzied crowds bowing 
down in obeisance; their policies on immigrants 
and minorities — “the other.”

Here and abroad, it’s difficult not to think: Nazi 
Germany. In our country, about our strongman, we 
torment ourselves with, But this is America! We 
went to war against Nazism!

Trump seems hard, hateful, me-first-and-only, 
and support for him seems misplaced, and bound 
to end badly. But that’s me. What about you? How 
does he merit your loyalty, despite what to many 
seems growing proof of his venality, his unfitness, 
the danger he poses? Is it that his un-self-ques-
tioning persona feels “fatherly”? Is it his (politically 
motivated) abortion stance? Is it that you believe 
his corporate tax cuts will benefit, long-term, you 
and me? Is it your anger: at the political system, 
sure, but also at the world’s — life’s — unfairness in 
general (which, of course, afflicts Democrats, too)? 

What is it? 
Tom Cherwin

Saugerties

Arts Commission thanks
We would like to thank everyone who attended 

the first Listening Session of the Saugerties Arts 
Commission on Sunday, Nov. 3. Turnout exceeded 
our expectations with at least 65 people in atten-
dance representing many creative disciplines as well 
arts education. The ideas ranged from promoting 
the arts to community outreach. These ideas and 
suggestions will be very helpful to the commission’s 
board members as we get to work to promote a 
strong arts community and to continue to make 
Saugerties a cultural destination.

Anyone wishing to communicate with the Arts Com-
mission may send an email to arts@saugerties.ny.us or 
through Facebook @saugertiesartscommission.

Barbara Bravo

Chair, Saugerties Arts Commission

Adopt a dog
The New York Times recently reported that a 

new review of 10 studies (numbering over 3,837,005 
people) strongly suggests that people who own dogs 
have a 24 percent lower risk of death at any age. 
This figure even jumps to a 31 percent lower risk 
of death from cardiovascular issues. 

Add to this reduced symptoms of depression and 
it becomes clear that you should go to the town of 
Saugerties Animal Shelter and adopt one of their 
terrific dogs who is just waiting to love you.

Town of Saugerties Animal Shelter is at 1765 Route 
212, by the Transfer Station. Its hours are 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. Telephone 845-679-0339.

Essie Schultz

Woodstock

Rail-trail Heaven
My wife and I took a blissful and awe-inspiring 

five mile walk on the new Rte. 28 Rail-trail today. We 
had little idea how peaceful and beautiful it is. Our 
hearty thanks to all those sensible and visionary 
people who designed it, fought for it, and those 
who actually created it. They have already counted 
thousands of visitors, the parking lots have been 
full; and folks of all ages and sizes have been getting 
healthy exercise on the Trail. Tax payer money very 
well spent — thank you.

Donny Kass

Boiceville

Kingstonian slight of hand
Steve Noble and the developers of the proposed 

Kingstonian project put on quite a show at the 
Oct. 24 press conference when they announced a 
revised proposal which added 14 units of affordable 
housing (raising the total number of units to 143 by 
adding another floor and increasing the size of the 
development). It was a mix of gymnastics; sleight-
of-hand magic with distraction and illusion; and 
a touch of carnival bait and switch.

With regard to the Kingstonian, three of the 
main concerns which have been raised are i) an 
aesthetic inconsistent with the historical district, 
ii) the lack of an affordable housing component, 
and iii) the excessive scale of the project.

What Noble and the developers pulled off was 
impressive. Everyone was so focused on the newly 
proposed affordable housing units that they didn’t 
fully appreciate that an already large out of scale 
project was being made significantly larger. Fur-
ther, they boxed in those advocating for intelligent, 
equitable development by making it appear that 
there’s only two options — either an out-of-scale 
129-unit project without affordable housing or 14 
units of affordable housing in an even larger, more 
out-of-scale 143-unit development. By packaging 

the affordable units this way, those who raise con-
cerns about the larger disproportionate scale are 
painted as being against the affordable housing 
solution, while the developers are portrayed as the 
great compromisers.

Of course those aren’t the only two options. For 
example, why can’t 14 affordable units work in a 
129-unit development? Since there is public money 
involved, the developers should open the books and 
show why that wouldn’t be profitable. But here’s the 
thing — by asking that question the community 
has now been manipulated into perceiving 129 
units as an acceptable minimum, rather than the 
out-of-scale project it is. The developers shrewdly 
moved the goalposts, while distracting many with 
the shiny prize of affordable housing.

Steve displayed near-contortionist skills when 
presenting himself as leading the fight for affordable 
housing. That’s an about-face from his adminis-
tration’s public opposition to the citizen groups’ 
and Ulster County Planning Board’s advocacy to 
include affordable housing. In fact, on Sept. 27, 
the city contested the UCPB’s interpretation of 
the zoning code in which affordable housing was 
required. And yet less than four weeks later, Steve 
is adopting the suggestions put forth by the UCPB, 
including a citywide 10 percent affordable housing 
requirement on new development, and claiming 
them as his own. With such an abrupt reversal, he 
may want to ice his neck and back.

While I enjoy the circus and shows on Broad-
way, I don’t want either in my city government. 
Given that public funds and public land are being 
used, and the developers will likely be requesting 
a Pilot, Kingston residents deserve to see behind 
the curtain and get additional information. For 
example, why isn’t it possible to build a 112-unit 
development which includes 12 affordable units? 
This isn’t a traveling carnival; the development will 
permanently alter Kingston’s Uptown. So we need 
and deserve a quality production.

Neil Millens

Kingston

Shop-Local Extravaganza!
You advertise local. They shop local. It’s a win-win.
Advertise in Almanac Weekly, Kingston Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties Times, 

Woodstock Times, and/or HudsonValleyOne.com during the peak holiday shopping 

season from November 14 through December 26.  

Reach a locally involved readership with your ad each week. Give us a $50 gift certificate to come 

off your advertising bill. Our readers will send us a picture or receipt showing that they shopped 

local. Those readers will be placed into a drawing to win one of the $50 gift certificates from our 

participating advertisers.

Promote your business locally with us. Readers who support local by shopping with our 

advertisers will have the opportunity to win a gift certificate to your business...

            It’s a win-win! For more information call your sales rep at

845-334-8200
info@ulsterpublishing.com | hudsonvalleyone.com/advertise
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“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

What a hoop deal!
Saugerties school staff prepare for their professional sports debut

S augerties elementary school 

teachers and administrators will 
take on the Harlem Wizards in a 
basketball game in the Sauger-
ties High School gym on Sun-

day, November 24. The fundraising event is 
sponsored by the Cahill Elementary PTA.  
The Wizards aim primarily to entertain crowds 
with a combination of “tricks, hoops and alley oops.” 
Their opponents in the fundraiser, elementary 
school educators from Saugerties, have been until 
now mostly renowned for their off-court abilities. 

“You provide the team to play against them and 
they willingly come embarrass your teachers,” said 
Cahill PTA president Kristin Koegel, a Rhinbeck 
science teacher with direct experience of being 
embarrassed by the Wizards. “I’ve played in three 
games against them, and it’s all a whole lot of fun. 
The kids get a kick out of it and it’s a really great 
community-building event.”

Koegel said the event should be entertaining for 
everyone in the crowd. “It is a really high-energy 
mostly scripted basketball game,” she said. “There’s a 

lot comedy involved. They [the Wizards, not the 
teachers] get lot of audience involvement before 
they get onto the court. They have dance contests, 
they have parent free-throw contest. It’s a really 
fun, high-energy, interactive show.” 

John “Big J” Smith, a Harlem Wizard for the 
past decade, visited the four Saugerties elemen-
tary schools last month, giving kids a look at trick 
basketball maneuvers and drumming up interest 
in the big game. 

“The response was amazing,” reported Smith. 
“The kids were excited. Everyone was full of smiles.” 
Smith, a graduate of the College of Staten Island 
with a degree in sociology, is six-foot-eight with a 
size 18 shoe. He has played pro ball overseas for six 
years in eight different countries. He’s traveled the 
world with the Wizards, entertaining crowds in 38 
different countries. 

Smith echoed Koegel’s assessment of the Harlem 
Wizards experience. “The community should look 
forward to a night of family fun, laughter, joy and 
a sense of togetherness,” he said,

The Wizards get a lot out of the experience, too. 

“Well, it means everything,” Smith said. “Being able 
to go into a school district and bring joy and smiles 
to everyone is the best thing in the world. To be 
able to spread a sense of positivity throughout the 
country and world is an honor. We get a sense of 
contentment: Knowing that we were able to make 
someone’s day a little bit better is all we need. You 
never know who needs a boost of positivity and joy 
in their lives.” 

The game will serve as a fundraiser for the Cahill 
PTA, which raises money for everything from field 
trips to after-school programs, teacher mini-grants 
for classroom materials to assemblies. They also 
help provide clothing through the nurse’s office 
for underprivileged students, including outerwear 
and socks. 

“So we kind of run the gamut of supplementing 
the school’s funding for our students,” said Koegel. 

Tickets are available by searching the district 
calendar for November 24. Tickets range from 
$10 for students, $13 for general admission, $20 
for reserved seating near courtside and a poster. 
A $30 courtside plus package includes a reserved 
seat, a pregame meet-and-greet with the Wizards, 
a commemorative lanyard, a color photograph, and 
$10 off a Wizards replica jersey. The game will take 
place on Sunday, November 24 at 5:30 p.m., with 
doors opening at 4:30 p.m.

 – Crispin Kott

photos by crispin kott

Left to right, Cahill teachers Rina Liepshutz, Alexandra Gambino, Mary Garland, Stacey Hopf, Elizabeth 
Ruzzo, Jamie Monroe, Lori Puertas, and Cahill principal Dawn Scannapieco and secretary Heidi Roth listen as 
Harlem Wizard basketball player John Smith, far right, explains what is expected of them during an upcoming 
fundraising event that pits teachers against Wizards.   

Left, Harlem Wizard John Smith poses with Cahill fi rst-grader Hayden Burton during a recent assembly at the 
school to promote the upcoming basketball game between the Harlem Wizards and Saugerties teachers.
Right, Harlem Wizard basketball player John Smith (AKA-Big Jay) at left, asks whether Cahill Elementary School 
principal Dawn Scannapieco, at right, is serious about playing in the Wizards upcoming fundraising basketball 
game. 
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EXPERT 
TREE SERVICE

Keith Hughes, Jr.
4th Generation of Tree Experts

FULLY INSURED — FREE ESTIMATES
845.251.1114 PO Box 462
845.331.6782 Hurley, NY 12443

PRETTY BIG DEAL
Saugerties 12U football team is pumped up for its trip to Tennessee

I n their very first year, the Saugerties 

Outlaws youth tackle football 12U team is 
heading to Gatlinburg, Tennessee later this 
month to compete in the Battle in Rocky 
Top national tournament. According to the 

team’s head coach, George MacDonald, this is the 
first time a team from north of Maryland has been 
invited to the competition. The Outlaws will join over 
300 other teams for the 12U and 10U tournament at 
Rocky Top Sports World from November 22 to 24. 

The Outlaws consist of local kids pre-teens in-
cluding captains Boston MacDonald (QB), Griffin 
DeCicco (LB), Ezra Cafaldo (RB) and lineman 

Nicco Candullo. MacDonald was the team’s 
leading rusher during the regular season, 
amassing 1233 yards and nine touchdowns. 
DeCicco led the defense with 84 tackles, 
while John Hernandez (five touchdowns) 
and interior lineman Christian Bolde had 

solid seasons. 
In its inaugural season, the Outlaws played 

in the eight-team Hudson Valley Youth Football 
Association, which includes teams from Rondout 
Valley, Liberty, Red Hook, Ellenville, Liberty and 
Fallsburg. The regular season began in early Sep-
tember, ending for the Saugerties senior team with 
a playoff loss. The season has been extended by the 
invitation to Rocky Top. 

“It’s a pretty big deal for the boys,” said Mac-
Donald. “These kids are so excited. It’s hard to 
get kids to come to a can shake or something like 

that, but we have a spaghetti dinner this Friday 
and every kid raised their hand that they wanted 
to come be a waiter at it. And we had can shakes 
over the weekend going from place to place.”
The kids “pretty much realized it’s a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity,” the coach added. “Our high 
school doesn’t go this far, you know? No other 
football team goes too far from around here. The 
kids love it. They’re pumped.”

Fundraising for the tournament included the 
aforementioned can shakes and spaghetti dinner, 
along with assistance from local businesses, parents, 
and Ulster County sheriff Juan Figueroa, who Mac-
Donald said has been an ardent supporter of the 
Outlaws. The team will begin its 13-hour drive to 
Gatlinburg at midnight on Wednesday, November 
20, arriving with enough time for the team to get 
acclimated and prepared for their first game. 

“There are teams from across the country looking 
to win a national championship, where locally it’s 
more of a rec league,” said MacDonald. “This is a 
little bit more serious, obviously.” 

MacDonald said youth football teaches kids 
about more than just the gridiron game. “It’s a great 
team-builder, it’s great responsibility builder,” Mac-
Donald said. “There’s a lot of everyday life things 
that we teach them as part of football. It’s not just 
football accountability: It’s respect, responsibility 
for your actions, those types of things, you know, 
respect … uh, responsibility, responsibility for your 
actions, you know, those types of things.”

With local kids able to play organized football 
from a younger age, the quality of play at the modi-
fied, JV and varsity levels at Saugerties High should 
also increase. 

As for the Battle in Rocky Top, the kids on the 
team will likely remember the experience for the 
rest of their lives regardless of where the Outlaws 

fall in the final standings. “The travel, the camara-
derie together, it’s one of those things in life you’ll 
look back and you just, that’s something you did 
together,” MacDonald said. “No matter what. That’s 
a bond. Everywhere they go, they’re going in vans; 
our transportation is together, hotels together. It 
kind of teaches them to be away from their parents 
as a team.” 

MacDonald said the local community has been 
unwavering in its support of the Outlaws since the 
very beginning. “We really couldn’t do it without 
their support,” he said. “The community has been 
behind us from day one. This is a very rare, rare 
opportunity for a group of kids. And the more 
support they have, the better.”

– Crispin Kott

photos provided
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Family calls for blood donations for toddler  
A Saugerties family is asking for blood donations for 
their three-year old daughter, Cecilia as well as the 
many in the area and beyond in need.  Baby Cecilia 
was diagnosed with B-cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leu-
kemia and her family is currently traveling twice per 
week so she can receive treatment. Though Cecilia is 
responding well, she has a long road to recovery ahead 
of her. Cecilia’s family wants to rally the community 
together for a blood drive to ensure there’s blood on 
the shelves for her and other patients in need. Donated 
blood is perishable, so the supply must be constantly 
replenished. You can donate blood for this cause 4 
p.m.-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 12 at Mt. Marion Fire 
Department, 766 Kings Highway, Saugerties. 
It only takes one hour to donate, and a single donation 
can save multiple lives. Nearly 2000 donations are 
needed each day in New York and New Jersey alone. 
Roughly one in seven hospital admissions require 
a blood transfusion. Those in need include: cancer 
patients, accident, burn, or trauma victims, newborn 
babies and their mothers, transplant recipients, surgery 
patients, chronically transfused patients suff ering from 
sickle cell disease or thalassemia, and many more.

SAA Biddy Youth and Junior Basketball sign-ups
Sign up for the Saugerties Athletic Association (SAA) 
2019-2020 pre-Biddy, Biddy Youth and Junior League 
basketball seasons on Saturday, Nov. 9 and Saturday, Nov. 
16 from 10 a.m. to noon at the Senior Center on Market St. 
Fees are $50 per child or $80 per family. The pre-Biddy 
League is now open to boys and girls between the ages 
of 5-8 (as of Dec. 1). For more information, contact Mike 
Tiano at Saugertiessonics@yahoo.com. The Biddy Youth 
Basketball League is open to all boys and girls between 
the ages of 9-12 as of Dec. 1. The Junior League is open 
to youth between the ages of 13-15 as of Dec. 1. For more 
information, contact Bill Murphy or Bob Mooers at SAA-
Hoop@gmail.com or abc1299@verizon.net. To sign up by 
mail, visit http://saaleagues.com/site.

Spaghetti dinner
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
host a spaghetti dinner on Saturday, Nov. 9 from 5-7 
p.m. The menu will feature homemade meatballs and 
sauce. Cost is $12 for adults, $8 for children age 13 or 
under and free for children under fi ve. For tickets, call 
(845) 246-7674 or 246-7084. For more information, 
email refsaug@yahoo.com.

Operation SOS dinner for veterans
Operation SOS (Support Our Service people) will host 
a dinner in honor of veterans on Sunday, Nov. 10 at the 
Senior Center, 207 Market St. Music will be provided 
by DJ Dave Ducas, with patriotic tunes and classic pop 
songs from the ‘50s and beyond. Admission to the 
dinner is free to all veterans and their guest. The menu 
includes ziti and more. Reservations are appreciated, 
and may be made by calling (845) 532-0833. Now in 
their 16th year, Operation SOS sends comfort items to 
deployed members of the military. The organization 
is a 501(c)(3) volunteer nonprofi t and donations may 
be tax-deductible. 

Legion to mark Veterans Day
The Saugerties American Legion Post 72 will hold Vet-
erans Day services on Monday, Nov. 11 at 11 a.m. at the 
post grounds, adjacent to Partition St. in the village of 
Saugerties. Following the service, the military museum 
will be open for guided tours and refreshments will be 
served in the banquet hall.

League of Women Voters Mid-Hudson Book Club
The League of Women Voters Mid-Hudson Region Book 
Club will discuss Brown, The Last Discover of America 
by Mexican-American author Richard Rodriguez on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12 at 1:45 p.m. at Enzo’s Restaurant on 
Boices Lane in Kingston. The author deals with the 
implications of fi nding his own identity and introduces 
a complex thesis that the future of America will be 
brown, not white or black. (He uses “brown” not in the 

sense of pigment, but rather as a color that entails the 
mixture of races and experiences.) The book is the third 
in a trilogy in which the author addresses the confl icts 
of being born Hispanic in a society that refuses to rec-
ognize the valuable historical infl uence Hispanic people 
have brought to American society. No reservations are 
necessary to attend. For more information, contact 
Daisy Tyler at DaisyTyler68@hotmail.com.

Friends of the SPL fundraiser
Historian and Ulster County Clerk Nina Postupack will 
be guest speaker at the Friends of the Saugerties Public 
Library’s “Autumn Wine and Cheese” fundraiser on 
Wednesday, Nov. 13 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Total Tennis, 
1811 Old Kings Highway in Saugerties. Tickets cost $12 
for non-members and $10 for members of the Friends 
group. Become a member at the event and save $2. The 
Friends of the Saugerties Public Library raises funds to 
assist with programs off ered by the library and provides 
free passes to area museums, computer upgrades and 
an annual $1,000 scholarship to a graduating Saugerties 
High School student. The group is always seeking new 
members. Click on the “Friends” tab on the Library’s 
website for information or a membership application.
The “Autumn Wine and Cheese” event also serves as a 
food drive for the Saugerties Area Council of Churches 
food pantry. Non-perishable food will be collected at 
the door. Reservations are requested by Friday, Nov. 8 
to Ray Rebholz, Friends president, at (631) 922-0296. 
(Those who forget to RSVP will be welcome at the door.) 

Highway Department requests cooperation with 
winter plowing
All residents residing on town roads are asked to remove 
basketball hoops or any other roadside obstacles from 
the town-maintained right-of-way in anticipation of the 
winter season soon to arrive. The highway department 
will not be responsible for damage to anything left in the 
right-of-way. Residents are advised there is no parking 
on the street from Nov. 15 through April 15, in order to 
allow snow removal to proceed without obstruction. 
It is the highway department’s job to keep the roads 
safe for all residents, and they appreciate cooperation 
in doing so. For more information regarding winter 
plowing, visit the Town of Saugerties website and click 
on “Highway Department” to view the “Wintertime 
Message” and ‘Mailbox Replacement Policy.’

Transfer Station will close on inclement
weather days
The Town of Saugerties Transfer Station will be closed 
on inclement weather days for public safety. The trans-
fer station will resume normal operation the following 
business day as per their schedule, which can be found 
on the Town of Saugerties website. 

Saugerties Lighthouse and town are among 
grant recipients
Twenty-one Hudson Valley communities received a 
total of $232,775 in matching grants from the Hudson 
River Valley Greenway for projects that will help up-
date zoning and comprehensive plans, create trails, 
and provide interpretation at historically signifi cant 
sites. The grants were awarded by the Hudson River 
Valley Greenway Board of Directors at recent meetings.
The grants included $10,000 to the town of Saugerties to 
implement zoning law revisions and update a combined 
comprehensive plan in collaboration with the village 
of Saugerties. The Saugerties Lighthouse Conservancy 
received $5,000 to fund the Esopus Creek Puppet 
Suite as part of the lighthouse’s sesquicentennial.
In addition, 16 Hudson Valley cultural and historic 
organizations received a total of $69,575 in matching 
grants that will support a variety of educational and 
interpretive programs. According to the Hudson River 
Valley National Heritage Area, the 2019 Heritage Devel-
opment Grant Program funds projects that showcase 
the area’s history and contribute to the regional heritage 
tourism economy of the Hudson River Valley. Funded 
projects feature a range of engaging programming 
and initiatives aimed at connecting people with the 
region’s history and historic resources.

Nominate a candidate for Saugerties Sports Hall 
of Fame
The Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame Club will hold its 
annual meeting and “Top Ten Vote” on Saturday, Nov. 16 
at noon in the off -ice training room at Kiwanis Ice Are-
na, 6 Small World Ave. in the Cantine Sports Complex. 
The Hall of Fame is currently seeking nominations for 
inductee consideration in 2020. All current members 
of the Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame may nominate 
directly. All others may do so through a current member 
or email gscsaugerties@gmail.com. A questionnaire ap-
plication must be completed and returned no later than 
Nov. 9 along with other pertinent information through 
a current member or emailed to gscsaugerties@gmail.
com. Applications may also be mailed to Saugerties 
Sports Hall of Fame, Box 51, Saugerties NY 12477. The 
2020 Sports Hall of Fame Induction Banquet will take 
place on Saturday, April 18 at Diamond Mills.

Holiday A-Fair
Saugerties United Methodist Church at 67 Washington 
Ave. will host its annual Holiday A-Fair on Friday, Nov. 
22 from 5-8 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 23 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Items for sale will include handmade crafts, 
baked goods, specialty nuts and gifts, and the tag sale 
will feature toys, jewelry, books and household items. 
Refreshments from the church kitchen include hot 
dogs, chili and salad on Friday and homemade soup 
and sandwiches on Saturday. Admission is free. For 
more information, call the church at 246-7802.

Lions Club Holiday Auction
The Saugerties Lions Club will hold their annual Holiday 
Auction on Friday, Nov. 22 at the Glasco Firehouse. The 
silent auction begins at 6 p.mm. followed by the live 
auction at 7:30 p.m. Admission is by $20 donation at the 
door, which includes all food and drink. The club’s goal 
for 2020 is to add equipment to their playground for 
children with special needs. All proceeds of the auction 
will be used to support local projects in the community.

Harvest Fair
The fellowship hall at St Paul’s Lutheran Church, 4203 
Rt. 9W, West Camp will host a Harvest Fair on Satur-
day, Nov. 23 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Browse handmade 
items, seasonal and Christmas décor and “Granny’s 
Attic.” There will be a bake sale included in the event, 
and light refreshments will be available. The hall is 
handicapped-accessible via a ramp at the rear of the 
building. Everyone is welcome. 

Cookie Walk and Craft Fair
Atonement Lutheran Church at 100 Market St. will host 
their annual Cookie Walk and Craft Fair on Saturday, 
Dec. 7 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is free. Cookies 
cost $9 per pound. Come early to choose from a great 
selection of homemade holiday cookies. Craft items 
for sale include seasonal decorations, gift items and 
handmade knitwear. The gently-used boutique will 
feature candles, Christmas decorations and more. A 
continental breakfast and free coff ee will be available.

Christmas Craft Fair and Bake Sale
Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
host their annual Christmas Craft Fair and Bake Sale 
on Saturday, Dec. 7 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, 
Dec. 8 from noon to 3 p.m. The specialty of the fair is 
themed gift baskets and the event includes homebaked 
goods including Christmas cookies, cupcakes, breads 
and fudge along with gently-used Christmas items 
and fresh greens arrangements. For more information, 
call (845) 246-2867 or email refsaug@yahoo.com or 
saugertiesreformed.org.

Girl’s Community Club New York City bus trip
Tickets are available for the Girl’s Community Club’s 
annual New York City bus trip on Saturday, Dec. 7. The 
bus departs from the Big Lot parking lot in Saugerties 
on Rte. 212 at 7 a.m. and returns home from New York 
City at 6:30 p.m. Roundtrip tickets cost $38. Make checks 
payable to “The Girl’s Community Club” and mail to Lee-
anne Thornton, 88 Washington Ave., Saugerties NY 12477. 
For more information, call Thornton at (845) 246-5652.
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Christmas Toy Store seeking donations
The Saugerties Area Council of Churches is once again 
sponsoring its annual Christmas Toy Store, which pro-
vides holiday toys and gifts to needy families in the 
Saugerties township.  Donations of new, unwrapped 
toys and gifts for children ages infant to 18 may be 
dropped off  at Sawyer Savings Bank, M & T Bank, Ulster 
Savings Bank (Barclay Heights branch), Town Hall or 
The Flower Garden before the Dec. 12 collection date. 
Monetary donations are also appreciated. Checks made 
payable to “Saugerties Area Council of Churches” may 
be mailed to The Christmas Toy Store, Saugerties Area 
Council of Churches, Box 723, Saugerties NY 12477. 

Wreaths Across America bus trip
The Saugerties VFW Post 5034 will host its annual 
bus trip to the Saratoga National Cemetery as part 
of the national “Wreaths Across America” pro-
gram. The purpose of the trip is to remember the 
fallen, honor those who serve, and teach the value 
of freedom. Similar ceremonies will be conducted 
at more than 1,200 locations around the world.
The bus will leave the Greco Senior Center in Saugerties 
on Dec. 14 at 9 a.m. and return at approximately 5 p.m. 
Attendees will participate in a 30-minute ceremony that 
includes instructions on the laying of the wreaths. Fold-
ing chairs are permitted. Participants should dress for 
the weather. A cash luncheon will be held afterward at 
the Schuylerville American Legion Hall before heading 
home. The cost is $15 per person. To make a reservation, 
call Bob Howe at 246-8510. Last year Wreaths Across 
America placed wreaths on all of the 11,000 grave sites 
in the Saratoga National Cemetery. The same is planned 
for this year. Those unable to attend may donate $15 
(the cost of a wreath) or more. Make checks payable 
to Saugerties VFW Post 5034 and mail to VFW Post 
5034, Box 152, Saugerties NY 12477-0152.

Broadband information link
To fi nd out more about a project that could possibly 
lead to broadband in Saugerties, visit http://www.
saugertiesbroadband.net.

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Fall for Art reception and fundraiser
Cross Contemporary Art is participating in this year’s 
Fall for Art fundraiser for the Jewish Federation of Ul-
ster County. The one-night event will be held Thursday, 
Nov. 7 from 5-8 p.m. at The Chateau in Kingston. This is 
the fi rst time that a gallery will be a part of the event. 
Saugerties-based Cross Contemporary Art will be rep-
resenting work by Carol Pepper-Cooper, Carol Diamond, 
Wendy Klemperer, Joel Mandelbaum, Dorothea Marcus, 
Kurt Steger, Shira Toren and others. Tickets cost $50 in 
advance or $55 at the door. Proceeds benefi t community 
nonprofi ts sponsored by the Jewish Federation. Purchase 
tickets at http://bit.ly/ff a2019tickets.

Music and a Movie
Saugerties United Methodist Church at 67 Washington 
Ave. will host “Music and a Movie” on Saturday, Nov. 
9 at 6 p.m. with pianist Pete Levin and bassist Rich 
Syracuse providing the music for a screening of the 
fi lm, Lee’s 88 Keys, about pianist Lee Shaw. The fi lm will 
be introduced by its producer, Susan Robbins. Tickets 
cost $15 at the door or may be reserved in advance by 
calling (845) 246-7802.

Holiday Small Works Show and call for art
Small works of art may be submitted on Nov. 11 for the 
Woodstock Jewish Congregation’s non-juried Holiday 
Small Works Show at Gallery Lev Shalem, 1682 Glasco 
Turnpike. The exhibit will be on view Nov. 15-Jan. 13. An 
artist’s reception will be held on Nov. 17 from noon to 2 
p.m. Meet the artists and enjoy the art, food and friendly 
conversation. Purchasing art through the gallery provides 
a much-appreciated donation to the synagogue and 
to regional artists. A portion of the sale of these works 
will be given to the congregation. Sales of artwork are 
handled by the Art Committee. Submission Guidelines 
vary by exhibition. For more information, contact the Art 
Committee at info@wjcshul.org or call (845) 679-2218.

Artist demo at art association meeting
The Ulster County Art Association (UCAA) will feature a 
presentation by artist Tracy Kerdman at the regular monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. at the
Senior Center, 207 Market St. Guests are welcome to attend. 
For more information, call Kristy Bishop, UCAA president, 
at (845) 246-8835 or visit www.KristyBishopStudio.com.

Third Age Players present ‘Age Struck’
The Third Age Players will present performances of 
“Age Struck” on Saturday, Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, 

Nov. 17 at 3 p.m. at St. Mary of the Snow Little Theater, 
next to 25 Cedar St. in Saugerties. Tickets cost $12 at 
the door or $10 in advance at https://www.brownpa-
pertickets.com/event/4360047. The Third Age Players 
are a Saugerties-based community theater group made 
up of people between the ages of 58 and 83. Through 
the creative process of improvisation, the group has 
created a play that shares their life experiences with 
the audience, exploring universal themes related to 
aging that people can identify with. The group seeks 
to transform attitudes about aging from an image of 
decline to one of renewal, fulfi llment and potential.

‘Petit’ exhibit continues at Emerge Gallery
Emerge Gallery & Art Space at 228 Main St. is exhibiting 
“Petit: A Group Exhibition of Smaller Sized Art” through 
the end of the month. A closing reception will be held on 
Sunday, Dec. 1 from 3-5 p.m. The show features works 
by more than 50 artists, each piece sized 12 inches by 
12 inches or smaller, in a range of styles and media. 
The November window installation at Emerge features 
a collection of small decorative and functional houses 
created in ceramics and mixed media by artists Loel 
Barr, Arzi McKeown and Ann Morris. Artwork will also 
be available to view and purchase online through the 
Emerge Gallery NY shop on www.artsy.net.

Ars Choralis multimedia production of 
It’s a Wonderful Life
The award-winning Ars Choralis begins its 2019-20 
season with a reimagined version of the time-honored 
holiday movie classic, It’s a Wonderful Life. Performanc-
es will be on Saturday, Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, 104 Wurts St. in Kingston and Sunday, 
Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. at Overlook Methodist Church, 233 
Tinker St. in Woodstock. Tickets cost $20 with advance 
purchase or $25 at the door and $10 for students.
Directed by Barbara Pickhardt, the chorus will team 
with pianist Kristen Tuttman, the Ellenville Elementary 
School Select Chorus and the Ain’t Misbehavin’ Band 
led by Bob Shaut, Jim Metzner and Jim Moore. The 
multimedia production is based on the 1939 short 
story, “The Greatest Gift,” by Philip Van Doren Stern 
and the fi lm, “It’s a Wonderful Life” by Frank Capra. 
The story is told with music, spoken word, clips from 
the fi lm and other visuals. Musical numbers will include 
Benny Goodman’s “Slipped Disk” and Louis Armstrong’s 
“Struttin’ With Some Barbecue.” For more information 
or tickets, visit www.ArsChoralis.org. 

LIBRARY

Quilting exhibition
Jill Finger’s intricate, colorful quilts will be exhibited 
in the Saugerties Public Library’s Stephen L. Crohn 
Gallery through December.

Evening Story Time
Stories, songs, and crafts for ages 3-7 will be off ered 
every Thursday at 6 p.m. beginning Nov. 7. 

Positive parenting workshops
The library will host free workshops on positive 
parenting beginning Friday, Nov. 8 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Topics of discussion include “making a 
connection,” “making it happen” and “Why do children 
do what they do?”

Veterans Day hours
The library will be closed on Monday, Nov. 11 in ob-
servance of Veterans Day. The library will reopen on 
Tuesday, Nov. 12 at 10 a.m.

Rethinking waste
Learn more about trash and recycling on Wednesday, 
Nov. 13 at 6 p.m. Join the conversation about how simple 
actions and creative thinking can make a huge diff erence 
in waste reduction and recycling. The talk will help attend-
ees re-think how items are bought, used and disposed 
of and will cover the basics of recycling. Presented by 
the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency.

Bio-Dynamic agriculture for the home gardener
Hannelore Inglies will present the basic principles of 
bio-dynamic agriculture in a presentation on Saturday, 
Nov. 16 at 10 a.m. Developed in 1924, bio-dynamic ag-
riculture was one of the fi rst of the organic agriculture 
movements with ideas drawn from Rudolf Steiner. It 
treats soil fertility, plant growth and livestock care as 
ecologically interrelated tasks. Registration required. 
Call 246-4317 or stop at the main circulation desk.

Read to a tail-wagging friend
Read books to certifi ed reading therapy dog Zoey on

Saturday, Nov. 16 from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Walk-ins 
are welcome. 

Drawing in Nature with Nancy DeNicolo
Enjoy an inspiring and joyful class on Wednesday, Nov. 
20 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For teens and adults of 
all ability levels. Seating is limited. Sign up at the main 
circulation desk or call 246-4317. Supplies provided, or 
bring a favorite pad and drawing materials. For more 
specifi c recommendations on materials, contact Nancy 
at nanspirit@gmail.com.

Story time schedule
Tuesdays: 11 a.m. for children ages 3-6 to share stories, 
songs, fi nger plays and felt board fun. Wednesdays at 
11 a.m. and Fridays at 10:30: lap sit story time for ages 
1-3. Stories, songs and crafts for ages 3-7 are off ered 
every Thursday at 6 p.m. No registration required.

Free fi tness classes
Get fi t on Mondays from 4:30-5:30 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 4-5 p.m. with an aerobic warm-up followed by 
a combination of band and body work. There will be 
an emphasis on core strengthening, working back and 
abs, ending with a relaxing stretch. The instructor is 
Connie Scuitto, RN and certifi ed Reiki Master. Try out 
the step class on Thursdays from 3:30-4 p.m.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington Ave. 
The library webpage is www.saugertiespubliclibrary.
org. Calls and emails are welcome at (845) 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
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‘The warmth of the Sun’ 
 Understanding the California fires

W e Americans have had 

something of a love affair with 
California since the Beach 
Boys in the 1960’s. That “love” 
may have cooled down in re-

cent years and for reasons that are in the news this 
autumn. You have, no doubt seen the stories of the 
awful fires in both northern and southern California. 
These are not what police call isolated events. We 
saw similar California fires last year and expect to 
see them next year. What is going on? 

The news has been of massive fires burning in the 
forests and scrublands of western California. Whole 
neighborhoods have been destroyed; countless 
people have lost their homes. Many thousands of 
others have been evacuated, becoming fire refugees. 
Perhaps a million will see their power shut down. 
Even cell phone towers have been turned off. And...
it will probably only be worse by the time you read 
this. We are popular-science writers, and this is the 
sort of thing we should be writing about. It’s also 
the sort of thing that you should understand. Let’s 
work on this; it’s worth the effort.

For starters, there are two sets of fires. The 
ones that have been making the most news are 
occurring east of the Los Angeles region. These are 
associated with weather patterns that are called the 
Santa Ana winds. The second set of fires are east 
of San Francisco and they are associated with the 
El Diablo winds.

These winds blow down narrow, densely popu-
lated canyons through landscapes that have been 
recently subjected to severe seasonal droughts. 
Frequently, the winds uproot trees which fall down 

and break power lines, releasing electric charges 
that ignite the fires. The broken power lines may 
actually light the flames, but the problems began 
further to the east. There are two broad geographic 
regions out there: the Mojave Desert and something 
geologists call the Great Basin. The desert lies east 
of Los Angeles the basin covers most of Nevada. 
See our first illustration.

By this time of the year both of these 
regions have spent months baking in the summer 
sun; they have gotten hot and, worse, they have got-
ten dry. What’s important is that dry air is actually 
denser and heavier than humid air. That may not 
seem intuitively obvious, but it is true. Wherever 
possible, hot dry air will flow downhill, and in the 
American West, that is indeed possible. The Santa 
Ana winds are currents of air flowing down four 
large canyons east of Los Angeles. See our second 
illustration. The El Diablo winds flow down similar 
canyons east of San Francisco. Along the way the 
descending air gets even hotter and drier. Each flow 
becomes a powerful stream of hot air.

When such masses of air enter narrow 
canyons the air is compressed, squeezed by the 
canyon walls. In order for large amounts of air to 
pass by, they must speed up and that’s what makes 
those winds so fierce. It’s just simple physics. They 
can even achieve hurricane strengths. 

You get the picture; large, fast flowing masses of 
very dry air are passing through drought-stricken 
forests with power lines breaking here and there. 
It’s a recipe for disaster. 

Does climate change play a role? Quite possi-

bly. Warming climates would be expected to make 
this all the worse. However, we are speaking of a 
fire ecology — a classic scrubland where frequent 
natural fires occur, regardless of power lines a nd 
dense urban development. Urbanization only makes 
damage to homes and threats to lives more frequent. 
Fortunately for you, there is nothing like this going 
on in Ulster County.

This is a short essay so why don’t you read it a 
couple more times. Make sure you understand it. 
You will become a more informed citizen and that 
means a better citizen.

Contact the authors at randjtitus@prodigy.net. 
Join their facebook page “The Catskill Geologist.” 
Read their blogs at “thecatskillgeologist.com.”

ON THE ROCKS
Robert and Johanna Titus
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