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Crust & Magic
Alexa Floresta creates quirky merchandise
and the vibe to match at new shop in New Paltz
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Not ready 
for I-ready
New Paltz School 
Board discusses  a 
new computerized 
testing program being 
considered by the district 

by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ SCHOOL Board 
trustees got an earful about 
a new computerized testing 
program being considered in 

the district, and quickly quashed plans 
to use the I-ready program. This is a 
computer-based skills assessment tool 
which would be administered through a 
BOCES contract.

Reading a letter he said was signed by 
an unspecifi ed number of other people, 
Matt Elkin laid out the core argument 
against this idea: in a district where 
trustees have formally objected to stan-
dardized testing and many parents opt 
to keep their children from taking many 
of them, subjecting students to more as-
sessments runs contrary to those values. 
Moreover, they suggested that children 
of color and some others are over-iden-
tifi ed as needing more help, and the rich 
and detailed reports are instead long 
in words and short on actionable data. 
Lastly, it appears to some that the data 
collected about each student would also 
be clearly linked to individuals. There was 
a clear sentiment that purchasing some-
thing from a for-profi t company would en-
sure those data would be for sale.

Others stood to denounce this pro-
gram in particular as well, including 

by Sharyn Flanagan

T
HE INTERIOR OF Crust & Magic at 19 North Front Street in New Paltz is as 
exuberant as its proprietor, Alexa Floresta, who talks fast and laughs easily; 
her enthusiasm for what she’s doing with her shop is contagious. “I want 
the space to feel like it’s a celebration,” she says. “It’s about the energy and 

the vibe that the brand exudes, this raw sort of slimy, crusty realness matched with 
the magic part: the glitter, the glam, the decadence. This is a place to be yourself, to 

have fun and embrace who you are.”
One wall of the shop is covered in lime 

green faux fur, accented with a pair of 
neon-lit red lips. Visitors have their choice 

New Paltz

New Paltz property taxes
to rise 6.67% 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Brent and Carrie Wasser of Willow Pond Sheep Farm in Gardiner, pose for a photo with some of their East Friesian dairy lambs.

by Frances Marion Platt

I
N RECENT DECADES, the Town of Gardiner has become a hotbed for herds of grass-fed beef cattle -- including Brookside, 
Brykill, Four Winds, Full Moon and Kiernan Farms -- supplying the region’s restaurants with prime chemical-free meats. A 
few farms also raise pigs or goats organically. But sheep raised that way for milk and meat, rather than for wool, are a rarer 
fi nd. Brent and Carrie Wasser are making it happen now, at Willow Pond Sheep Farm on Route 44/55, just east of the 

Gardiner hamlet. “We’re very excited to bring local lamb to the Hudson Valley,” says Carrie, who partially grew up on the 

Wild & wooly
Willow Pond Sheep Farm in Gardiner off ers grass-fed lamb now,

dairy products next year 

Alexa Floresta of Crust and Magic located on the corner of North Front and North 
Chestnut Streets in New Paltz.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

Lloyd election results still unknown

The fate of the Town Board races in Lloyd have 
yet to be determined, a week after the polls offi  cially 
closed. According to the unoffi  cial numbers released 
by the Ulster County Board of Election (BOE), Demo-
cratic supervisor candidate Fred Pizzuto is currently 
leading with 1,370 votes, while his Republican chal-
lenger Jeff  Paladino is less than 75 votes behind him 
with 1,297 ballots cast. According to BOE elections 
inspector Tom Turco, there are at least 108 absentee 
ballots that have yet to be counted, “and that num-
ber could rise, not by a lot, but it could go up,” he 
said, noting that there are 142 absentee ballots that 
have come in but have not been determined to have 
been postmarked by the November 5 deadline. 

Of the known absentee ballots that have been 
received by Lloyd residents, 37 of them are from 
Democrats, 29 Republicans, 15 Independents, two 
Conservatives and 19 non-enrolled. To add more sus-
pense to the mix, there are also 428 affi  davit ballots 
county-wide that have to be researched. The race 
was even closer between two of the four candidates 
for the Lloyd Town Council positions. Right now, the 
ballots have the Democratic candidates ahead -- Mike 
Guerriero with 1,395 and Joe Mazzetti with 1,324. But 
their Republican challengers are not far behind with 
John Fraino having secured 1,296 votes, just 30 shy 
of Mazzetti, and Bud Walker with 1,151.

According to Turco, the absentee ballots will start 
to be opened and counted on Monday, November 18. 
“The fi rst race we will focus on is the DA’s (District 
Attorney) race,” said the elections inspector, with 
that race being separated by only three votes out of 
more than 50,000 ballots cast. “There are four close 
legislative races that we will have to focus on after 
the DA is determined, and then we’ll look to close 
town races like the Town of Lloyd,” he said.

Turco did not believe that we will know who will 
offi  cially be named supervisor or Town Board mem-
bers until at least “the end of next week or the fol-
lowing week.”

-- Erin Quinn

New Paltz Play School
to host a spaghetti dinner

New Paltz Play School will be hosting a spaghetti 
dinner this Saturday, November 16 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the new Paltz United Methodist Church, located at 
1 Grove Street.

Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children under ten 
and free for children under two. All proceeds from 
the event will go toward the Helen Karsten Scholar-
ship Fund to ensure that play school can remain af-
fordable for every family. For more information or to 
reserve tickets, call (845) 255-2203.

New Paltz police participate
in No-Shave November

The New Paltz Police Department will once again 
participate in the American Cancer Society fundrais-
er, “No-Shave November,”. The goal of No-Shave No-
vember is to grow awareness by embracing our hair, 
which many cancer patients lose, and letting it grow 
wild and free. Donate money you usually spend on 
shaving and grooming for a month to educate about 
cancer prevention, save lives and aid those fi ghting 
the battle. All donations will benefi t the American 
Cancer Society and helps support programs at St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Prevent Cancer 

Foundation and Fight Colorectal Cancer. 
“This disease continues to eff ect all of us in some 

fashion -- whether personally, family members or 
friends,” said police chief Joe Snyder. “This is the 
sixth year in a row that our agency is participating 
in this event. We are excited to participate again and 
hope to reach our goal and more to help support this 
great cause.” 

To make a donation though the New Paltz Police 
team, go to: www.no-shave.org or go to the link: 
https://no-shave.org/team/NPPD You can donate to 
the general team or pick one of the team members 
to make your donation. 

Holiday party for seniors

A holiday party for seniors is being planned for 
Sunday, December 8, 1 p.m., at the New Paltz Com-
munity Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive. A varied 
menu will be provided, along with live entertain-
ment.

Registration is required. To register, call 255-2512 
or visit townofnewpaltz.org and click on recreation. 
The alternate date for inclement weather is Sunday, 
December 15 at 1 p.m.

Alternative Shabbat service

The Jewish Congregation of New Paltz will hold a 
contemplative Shabbat morning service, led by guest 
Rabbi Rena Blumenthal, this Saturday, November 16, 
10 a.m., at the Jewish Community Center, located at 
30 North Chestnut Street in New Paltz. Now in her 

sixth year, Rabbi Rena’s Havurat Ha’Lev services, 
meaning “Fellowship of the Heart,” are informal, in-
novative and interactive. There will be spirited sing-
ing and chanting, periods of silence, guided medita-
tion and a lively Torah-based discussion.

Kiddush and bagels will follow the service at 11:30 
a.m. 

No prior knowledge or experience is assumed, 
and everyone is welcome.

For more information, contact Artie (arthurjra-
phael@gmail.com).

Red Tent Drive

Resisterhood’s third annual Red Tent Drive has be-
gun. This year, they are collecting maxi pads only. 
“People in shelters or without secure housing use pub-
lic bathrooms or shared bathrooms and fi nd it easier 
to use pads,” said Michele Zipp, on behalf of Resister-
hood. “Access to hand washing, possible leaks from 
the tampon use and washing clothing or bedding are 
all limited. Also, families with younger menstruating 
people request pads over tampons. They are also short 
on maxi pads, so we want to fulfi ll this need.” 

All donations go to Family of New Paltz and their af-
fi liates. “Help us make this year’s collection a great suc-
cess,” said Zipp.

Look for Red Tent boxes now through November 20 
at the following donation locations: Elting Library, Gar-
diner Library, Fighting Spirit Karate, New Paltz Village 
Hall, New Paltz Community Center and the Children’s 
Center at SUNY New Paltz.

“Thanks to all for hosting and all for donating,” said 
Zipp.

 
NEW PALTZ | EXPO

LAUREN THOMAS

At last year’s winter expo, New Paltz Climate Action Coalition member Jess Mullen coaches Stacey 
Lipari on how to make teas from herbs and flowers in the garden.

Welcome winter expo in New Paltz

A 
FREE WELCOME WINTER expo, sponsored by Interfaith Earth Action, New Paltz Climate 
Action Coalition and New Paltz Climate Smart, will be held on Thursday, November 21 from 
7 to 9 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, located at 34 South Chestnut Street in New Paltz. 
Learn about family friendly tips for thriving during the winter and energy effi  ciency 

tips. Find out about free energy audits and securing grant funding for energy upgrades;. The expo 
will also include kids’ activities, make-your-own-tea table with healing herbs for all of winter’s 
ailments, all ages are invited to bring an old T-shirt that can be turned into a reusable shopping 
bag, free snacks and cider will be served and live music will be performed.

Participants include: Repair Café, HeatSmart Ulster-Sullivan, Energy Conservation Specialists, 
New York State Solar Farm, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Hudson Valley Community Power, 
Nexamp, Natural Energy Solutions, Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency, Food & Water Ac-
tion and Resist Cricket Valley Energy and others.

For additional information, visit www.newpaltzinterfaithearthaction.com, call Jim O’Dowd at 
(845) 255-4170 or e-mail jimmyodowd@yahoo.com.
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Hudson Valley Music Collective 
presents songwriter circles

Songwriter circles by the Hudson Valley Music 
Collective (HVMC) will take place at the Gardiner Li-
brary on Wednesday, November 20 from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. The event is open to all ages and levels with a 
$10 suggested donation.

 Led by local musician, composer and teacher Mi-
chael Hollis, musicians will be given the chance to 
share with each other the successes and pitfalls of 
composing. No restrictions on genre and creators 
can learn from one another, hone their craft and 
share new work. Each circle will end with a short 
set performed by a diff erent guest artist of the night. 
Bring your instruments.

 The series will be off ered in the library commu-
nity room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further infor-
mation, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.
org.

Yoga Nidra with Wendy Blair
at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library hosts a Yoga Nidra class 
with Wendy Blair this Sunday, November 17 from 
noon to 1 p.m. These community rest circles will oc-
cur monthly and ask for a suggested donation of $10 
for the library.

Yoga Nidra is a form of guided meditation that 
uses a combination of intention-setting, guided body 
scan, breath work and imagery as gateways to reduc-
ing mental, emotional and physical tensions. 

All classes take place in the library community room, 
located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Acclaimed memoirist Garrard 
Conley to speak at SUNY New Paltz

New York Times bestselling author Garrard Conley 
will share stories from “Boy Erased,” the bestsell-
ing memoir of identity, faith and family, during a 
talk and book signing on Tuesday, November 19, at 
5 p.m. in Lecture Center 100 on the SUNY New Paltz 
campus. 

In his talk, “Radical Compassion,” Conley asks: 
“What do we do when fundamentalist thinking dam-
ages our understanding of compassion and good-
ness?” 

The son of a Baptist pastor from rural Arkansas, 
Conley was subjected to a brutal 12-step conversion 
therapy program intended to “cure” him of his ho-
mosexuality. He ultimately overcame intense bigotry 
and worked to cultivate a sense of compassion for 
himself and for the counselors who harmed him. 

Conley is an activist and speaker who travels 
throughout the country to lead conversations about 
radical compassion, writing through trauma and 
growing up gay in the complicated South. He works 
with other activists to help end conversion therapy 
in the United States and abroad.

In addition to authoring “Boy Erased,” Conley is 
one of the creators and producers of UnErased, a 
podcast that explores the history of conversion ther-
apy in America. 

In 2018, his book was adapted into a major motion 
picture starring Nicole Kidman, Russell Crowe and 
Lucas Hedges, directed by Joel Edgerton. New Paltz 
Pride will host a screening of the fi lm adaptation one 
day prior to Conley’s visit to campus, on Monday, 
November 18, at 7 p.m. in Lecture Center 100.

The November 19 talk/book signing and the Novem-
ber 18 fi lm screening are free and open to the public. 

Hearing loss group: canine 
companions

The hearing loss group at the Gardiner Library will 
meet Thursday, November 14 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
This month’s topic is: Canine Companions -- Is a Ser-
vice Dog the right choice for you? Melanie Riordan 
from Canine Companions for Independence, at the 
Northeast Training Center in Medford, will help an-
swer any questions.

The group meets in the library community room, 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. The community room is 
equipped with T-coil technology for those with com-

patible hearing aids and cochlear implants. For fur-
ther information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardin-
erlibrary.org.

 

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public 
Access Committee, Recreation Committee and Zon-
ing Board of Appeals. Interested parties are asked to 
submit a letter of interest and resume to the supervi-
sor’s offi  ce at P.O. Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or 
e-mail assistant@townofnewpaltz.org.

Next Year’s Words: A New Paltz 
reading forum

Next Year’s Words will feature poets Lucia Cherciu, 
Marina Mati Penz and Barbara Crooker on Wednes-
day, November 13, 7:30 p.m., at the Jewish Congrega-
tion of New Paltz Community Center, located at 30 
North Chestnut Street in New Paltz.

 Cherciu writes in both Romanian and English po-
ems suff used with earth and stone, fi re and wood. In 
Mati Penz’s language, the consciousness recognizes 
itself in other forms in the world. Crooker’s poems 
wrestle, no, hold and examine, time’s passing -- sen-
sory in all its moments. 

There will be an open mic and refreshments will 
be served. The suggested donation is $4. For addi-
tional information, e-mail: readandlisten@npnext-
yearswords.org or visit npnextyearswords@gmail.
com.

Fred Chance at Elting

This month’s art installation at Elting Memorial Li-
brary will consist of the collected works of commer-
cial artist Frederick K. Chance, grandfather of long-
time Elting employee Jesse Chance. Fred’s art will be 
on display throughout the month of November with 
an opening reception this Saturday, November 16, 4 
p.m., in the Steinberg Reading Room of the library.

Jesse’s father, Douglas is suff ering with Alzheim-
er’s disease, and Jesse is putting up this exhibit while 
Douglas is still able to appreciate it.

Frederick Chance grew up in the Philadelphia area 
where he received a commercial arts degree from 
the Pennsylvania Museums School of Industrial Art 

in 1931. After a stint as art director for N.W. Ayer in Phil-
adelphia, Fred started freelancing full time in 1936. His 
work graced the pages and covers of such magazines 
as Vogue, Cosmopolitan, Fortune, Mademoiselle and Life 
and his set decorations appeared in commercials for 
RCA, NBC & CBS. From 1966 until the mid 90s, Fred 
and his wife Eugenia lived in Manhattan where he had 
several successful gallery shows, taught at Cooper 
Union and was art director for Teen Beat, Seventeen and 
Circus Magazine. Fred and Eugenia passed away within 
two months of each other in 1999.

The library is located at 93 Main Street in New 
Paltz. This exhibit and reception are free and open 
to the public. 

Two readings at Inquiring Minds 
Bookstore 

Local author Mikhail Horowitz will present his 
new book Ancient Baseball, a humorous take on 
the history of America’s pastime, on November 17, 
4 p.m., at Inquiring Minds Bookstore, located at 6 
Church Street in New Paltz. Horowitz was part of 
Null & Void, the Hudson Valley’s fi rst standup trag-
edy team, and has been performing poetry, music, 
comedy and political satire professionally since 1973. 

On November 21, 7 p.m., at Inquiring Minds, Beth 
Cramer will read from her book Why Didn’t I Notice 
Her Before?, a moving and often hilarious memoir 
of Cramer’s experience being diagnosed with stage 
four cancer. Cramer is an editor and director of in-
dependent fi lms, commercials and music videos and 
lives with her husband and son in the Hudson Valley.

Fridays are happening at
the New Paltz Community Center

Senior Zumba will resume at the New Paltz Com-
munity Center starting on December 6 from 10 to 
11 a.m. New students are welcome; payment is on a 
week-to-week basis.

Friday game day begins at the New Paltz Community 
Center on November 22 from 2 to 4 p.m. and will run 
every Friday thereafter. Mini golf (clubs and balls pro-
vided) as well as cornhole will be off ered. All ages are 
welcome. League play will be considered with enough 
participation. There is no charge for these activities.

A New Paltz fl ute club will be off ered at the New Paltz 
Community Center starting November 22 from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Bring your instrument and get instruction. 
This free club is open to all adults and youth.

For further information, contact New Paltz Recre-
ation at 255-2512 or recreation@townofnewpaltz.org.

Thanksgiving

THE BAKERY
See all the Halloween Pumpkins at

www.ilovethebakery.com
13A N. FRONT ST., NEW PALTZ

255-8840

Open until noon on Thanksgiving Day.

• Pumpkin Pie

• Apple Pie

• Pecan Pie

• Cherry Pie

• Pumpkin Cheesecake

• Apple Dumplings

• Cookie Platters

• Pumpkin Nut Bread

• Dinner Rolls

• Butternut Squash Bisque

• Oven Roasted Brussel  
 Sprouts

• Wild Mushroom Stuffing

• Roasted Sweet Potatoes

• Homemade Turkey Gravy

• Sesame String Beans

• Sourdough Bread

• Six Grain Bread
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Theron Shuman, a Hudson Valley Pathways Academy student from the New Paltz Central School 
District, begins to paint one of his shoes, which has a map of North and South America on it.

Hudson Valley Pathways Academy students bring 
refugee issues to light through sneaker art

A 
GROUP OF YOUNG scholars from the Hudson Valley Pathways Academy will publicly 
present their learning on November 19 6 p.m., at the Rough Draft Bookshop on John 
Street in Kingston. Sneakers, hand-painted by the youngsters, will be on display. The 
sneakers are art pieces from a unit entitled “Walk in Their Shoes.” Each pair of sneak-

ers represents a synthesis of the students’ learning and experiences related to past and current 
refugee crises. 

How well does the average young person understand the refugee situation? It’s a question that 
teachers at the Hudson Valley Pathways Academy recently posed to their own students. 

Over the last several weeks, young scholars in grades nine and ten have read, discussed and 
investigated various refugee crises. As part of this in-depth assignment, they also heard from local 
refugees living in the area. The students were so moved by the information they learned that they 
decided to hold a public exhibition. They are donating their sneaker-art to Voice Theater, which 
will be auctioning off  the sneakers during the exhibition hosted by the Kingston bookstore.

“I think bringing local refugees into the school was a key moment for students,” said Steve Mas-
son, Hudson Valley Pathways ELA teacher. “It’s diff erent when you read something in the third 
person; sometimes you don’t quite relate to the unfathomable experiences these people have gone 
through. But to listen to the stories directly from the refugees themselves makes it so much more 
real.” 

The Hudson Valley Pathways Academy scholars have been organizing every aspect of the event 
-- everything from the promotional fl yers to the bid sheets. 

Hudson Valley Pathways Humanities and Global Competencies teacher Matthew Fagan said, 
“The students have come a long way. In the beginning, they didn’t know much about the refugee 
crises. Now they know the diff erence between immigrant, migrant and refugee. They know about 
past refugee crises and ones we are experiencing now.”

Proceeds collected and raised by Voice Theater of Woodstock during this event will benefi t local 
refugees. 

Hudson Valley Humanists
to meet on November 17

The November monthly meeting of the Hudson 
Valley Humanists will be held this Sunday, Novem-
ber 17, 6 p.m., at the New Paltz Community Center, 
located at 3 Veterans Drive in New Paltz. 

The event will include a podcast featuring Lois 
Beckett, a senior reporter for The Guardian in Great 
Britain, who has covered gun violence in America 
for seven years. There will be additional information 
about social impacts and where meaningful eff orts 
can/should be directed.

Hudson Valley Humanists will be collecting toilet-
ries and other necessities for Family of New Paltz.

Humanist beliefs lead to a philosophy that stresses 
the potential value and goodness of human beings, 
emphasizes common human needs and seeks solely 
rational ways of solving human problems.

This meeting is free and open to the public. All are 
welcome. For more information, e-mail auer1@att.net . 

Vacancies in the Town of Gardiner

The Town of Gardiner has vacancies on both the 
Assessment Review Board and the Environmental 
Conservation Commission. Interested parties are 
asked to contact Supervisor Majestic at 255-9675, ex-
tension 101 or e-mail supervisor.tog@gmail.com.

Teen Advisory Board meeting
at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library invites teens between the 
ages of 13 and 18 to join the Teen Advisory Board 
at the Gardiner Library. The second meeting takes 
place this Sunday, November 17 from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. and will continue to meet on the third Sunday 
of the month. Teen advisors make things happen. Help 
with collection development (what books should the 
library get), program development (design programs 
teens would like to go to) and assist with upcoming 

events such as Harry Potter Escape Room, Nerf Gun 
Fight, Board Game Making, Anime Movie Afternoon 
and more. Attendees receive community service 
hours. Snacks are included, all are welcome.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

“Holiday Salon” opening
at the Mark Gruber Gallery

The Mark Gruber Gallery will be opening its 43rd 

“Holiday Salon -- A Group Show” this Saturday, No-
vember 16. This exhibit, featuring over 20 artists and 
artisans, brings a wide variety of media and styles 
-- from landscapes in oils to fl orals in pastels and a 
myriad of subjects in between. An artists’ wine and 
cheese opening reception will be held November 16 
from 5 to 7 p.m. The public is invited to attend this 
free event and meet many of the Hudson Valley’s 
fi nest regional artists. The exhibit will run through 
January 2020.

The gallery is located in the New Paltz Plaza. For 
more information, call (845) 255-1241 or visit mark-
grubergallery.com.

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

Fully Licensed & Insured

Heating - Air Conditioning - Refrigeration - Plumbing

845.406.0939
forestairhvac.com 

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley
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NEW PALTZ  | TOWN BOARD

by Terence P Ward

New Paltz Town Council members unanimously, 
albeit regretfully, approved a budget which will re-
sult in a six-and-two-thirds percent increase to prop-
erty taxes, for a total 2020 tax levy of $7,374,492 out 
of an A-fund budget of $9,080,710. The A fund is the 
largest portion of the town budget, covering things 
which get paid for by all residents of the town. Other 
funds include B, which is for expenses entirely out-
side of the village line, and special districts including 
those for water and sewer services. Each fund must 
be accounted for separately.

The reasons cited for the increase are mostly 
similar to ones raised in the past: fi xed costs such 
as health insurance and retirement continue to in-
crease. According to supervisor Neil Bettez, health 
insurance is the sticking point that has forced the 
police contract into arbitration; town offi  cials want 
union members kicking in more for their coverage. 
All other union contracts have been renegotiated in 
the past year with additional contributions baked in. 
With several four-year contracts now in place, Bet-
tez anticipates being able to start multi-year budget-
ing, but David Brownstein warned that the practice 
will show that it's "likely not to get a whole lot better" 
over that period.

There was also a request from the rescue squad 
to increase their contractual rate by $111,000 to ad-
dress reduced volunteerism; that was negotiated 
down to $70,000 for this year.

Retirement costs went up $50,000 in 2019, health 
insurance cost the taxpayers $81,000 more, rent for 
the police station and town hall trailers was raised 
$15,000, and there's an additional $118,000 in debt 
payments resulting from borrowing authorized by 
town voters for the acquisition of lands for the pres-
ervation of open space. Health insurance alone now 
costs $2.5 million annually, but Bettez said that this 
year's increase of nearly four percent is the lowest 
price hike in fi ve years.

At the same time, state aid continues to get cut. 
This year, it was money for roads that was slashed, 
Bettez said. Continuing talks to secure more of the 
sales tax generated in New Paltz for New Paltz are 
not likely to yield any results, the supervisor added, 
particularly since state legislators have put coun-
ty offi  cials on the hook to pony up some $44,000 
should the new internet sales tax not make up for aid 
that those state legislators have cut.

Using a portion of the fund balance -- money in-
tentionally collected over and above anticipated 
expenses as a buff er against being forced to bor-
row in the case of emergencies -- is not possible this 
year, because it's now as low as it can be pursuant 
to town policy, at 10%. Advice from the state comp-
troller's offi  ce is vague on this point: an appropriate 
level should be maintained for the fund balance, 
one that's neither too high nor too low, but what 
that means depends on local circumstances. In New 
Paltz, the policy that's been set establishes 10% as 
the fl oor for the fund balance. Bettez said that be-
ing unable to use it to reduce the tax levy is indica-
tive of good budgeting for the present year. Last year 
$428,000 was spent in this manner.

Revenue was actually up 10% this year, largely due 
to fee increases, Bettez reported, but it's not enough 
to stem to tide of increases, at least not this year. ++

Sun and trees: what's best
for the environment?

New Paltz Town Board members are fi nding that 
doing right for the planet is not always simple. 
There's state funding in place to install solar panels 
over capped landfi lls, but two out of three propos-
als to do that in New Paltz would also result in the 
deaths of acres and acres of trees, because trees 
also are massive solar collectors and the two cannot 

share the same space. Council members have been 
closely split on whether killing oxygen-producing, 
carbon-sequestering trees is better for the planet if it 
results in burning less fossil fuel to generate electric-
ity. At their November 7 meeting they again met with 
some members of the ad-hoc committee tasked with 
studying the issue of solar on the landfi ll: Ted Nitza, 
the engineer volunteering to oversee the project, 
was joined by Janelle Peotter.

Nitza reported that after concerns about the trees-
vs.-energy question were raised, committee mem-
bers sat down with people from Sol Systems, the ven-
dor with the preferred proposal, to revisit the pitch. 
They've also checked in with county resource recov-
ery agency representatives about landfi ll regulations 
and have started talks to incorporate this theoretical 
solar farm into community choice aggregation, the 
system by which most town residents will automati-
cally start purchasing less expensive electricity from 
entirely renewable sources. It might actually result 
in a lower cost per kilowatt hour for residents. As has 
been reported previously, members of the town's en-
vironmental and open space committees have "sig-
naled their support" for this project.

Further site visits have resulted in a modifi ed 
proposal, which will use more of the actual landfi ll 
and sentence fewer trees to execution. The precise 
acreage won't be clear until the proposal is moved 
through the process of applying for permits and fi -
nalizing design in response to concerns raised in 
meetings of permitting bodies, but a clearer fi gure 
should be available in a "couple of weeks," according 
to council member Marty Irwin. Supervisor Neil Bet-
tez promised to get more of the relevant documents 
posted on the town's web site, excluding the actual 
contract as its terms have not yet been fi nalized.

One of the economic considerations is the fact that 
connecting this facility to the electric grid will cost 
an estimated $670,000, meaning that the more trees 
die, the more attractive the potential profi t could be 
for the vendor. Board member David Brownstein 
would like to better understand the trade-off s be-
tween maximizing energy output and preserving 
life, essentially asking committee members to bet-
ter show their work rather than just presenting their 
preference as a fait accompli.

What's being asked is to cut down acres of forest 
which, according to council member Julie Seyfert-
Lillis, would be designated as old-growth by the time 
the useful life of this facility winds down in 25 years. 
Sol Systems leaders anticipate the equipment lasting 
longer, and would like to have the option to renew 
in fi ve-year increments once that initial lease term is 
completed. If and when the facility is closed down, 

there will be a plan in place to remove the equip-
ment, but that wouldn't restore the forest to the level 
of maturity it would otherwise have. Seyfert-Lillis 
signaled that, once the trees are cut down, she'd 
rather see the solar facility last as long as possible 
for that reason.

Adding pressure to this conversation is the fact that 
state tax breaks for projects of this type are already 
winding down. If board members don't approve this 
deal by December 5, it's unlikely the project would 
be able to reap the 2019 tax benefi ts for Sol Systems, 
and they will be smaller for a project begun in 2020.

-- Terence P Ward

Meter minutiae

Town of New Paltz water district residents will all 
have their water meters replaced, and are encour-
aged to let town workers inside to do that work. The 
meters are paid for by the residents of New York City 
as part of an agreement to allow the Catskill Aque-
duct, one of an aging system that extracts upstate 
water for the benefi t of those city dwellers, to be 
shut down for improvements. However, town laws 
will actually need to be modifi ed to refl ect some 
impacts of these new meters, which will all be inte-
grated into billing software that makes monthly bills 
possible. Town law refl ects a quarterly billing cycle 
using cubic meters, but village offi  cials are poised to 
bill monthly and by the gallon. According to town 
comptroller Jean Gallucci, there are two water dis-
tricts where the rates charged are resulting in a defi -
cit.

-- Terence P Ward

6.67%
New Paltz Town Council members approve a budget which will result
in a six-and-two-thirds percent increase to property taxes

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Town Council members approve a budget which will result in a six-and-two-thirds percent increase to 
property taxes.

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
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You are in safe waters with us!

(845) 834-2797
www.dolphinplumbingandheating.com

Well Tanks
Pipe Repairs
Drain Cleaning
Water Heaters



 New Paltz Times 6 •  November 14, 2019

NEW PALTZ  | SCHOOL BOARD

by Terence P Ward

E
VEN AS THE current capital project in the 
New Paltz School District is winding down, 
facilities committee members are looking 
to borrow more money to address other is-

sues, including some regarding safety.
Facilities committee chair Teresa Thompson told 

her board colleagues last week that with some is-
sues still outstanding, such as the roof of the Lenape 
school, committee members have been actively 
seeking input from school community members as 
to what else might be put into a “small bond.” By 
her account, these presentations are somewhat de-

tailed; the group seeking to build an art gallery has 
a local architect in on the planning, she said. The 
other pitch committee members heard at their last 
meeting was for a pool, since reportedly swim team 
practices are presently scheduled “at the whim” of 
college offi  cials, and “that’s an issue.” Committee 
member Glenn LaPolt touched on how a school pool 
would be an asset to the community, and asserted 
that people of color are 800 times more likely to die 
by drowning. A past president of SUNY New Paltz 
once compared community members seeking to use 
campus facilities to residents of a prison town mak-
ing a similar request, driving home the notion that 
the state campus is as open to local residents as the 

current leaders desire. Presumably public school fa-
cilities, largely funded by local taxpayers, would be 
more consistently available for those not attending 
the school in question.

Michael O’Donnell poured some cold water on 
such ideas, saying, “We’re not seeking reasons to 
have a bond,” and that “no bond is an option.”

That rankled Thompson, who said, “Now I’m an-
gry,” and explained that she feels more input from 
members of the community is always a good thing. 
She did clarify that she sees this exploration as yield-
ing results over “years,” not in the short term.

Former board member Edgar Rodriguez off ered 
that one of the reasons the middle school bond failed 
last decade was because of the inclusion of a pool.

O’Donnell, for his part, said that asking people 
for proposals gives the impression that “we’re rac-
ing to have a bond,” while he believes that best way 
forward in evaluating infrastructure needs is to 
start with a building condition survey. This is a pro-
cess controlled by state offi  cials, who this year an-
nounced that because they don’t have enough staff  
members to review these reports that they will be 
issuing a schedule of when they can be performed. 
To conduct this in-depth analysis early would mean 
not getting state aid to fund the eff ort. Finding out 
what year the survey will be authorized in New Paltz 
is a topic of keen interest to board members. ++

Science going swimmingly

New Paltz second graders, under the instruction of 
teachers Kathy Gulitti and Carrie Bryant, have been 
raising trout in their classroom and brought board of 
education members up to speed on the project at the 
November 6 school board meeting. Several students 
were in attendance, and two -- Penelope Brown and 
Max (last name not disclosed) -- contributed to the 
presentation.

During this ten-month program, the students will 
observe and care for the animals starting with fi sh 
eggs. Already they have seen the peculiar phase 
when the eyes of the immature fi sh become visible 
just before hatching; they have hatched into alevin, 

which feed on a yolk sac and at this point is almost 
completely absorbed. Fry, as they will be called dur-
ing the next stage, have voracious appetites, helping 
them grow into the fi ngerlings which will be released 
into a DEC-monitored stream. Students monitor water 
conditions and quality to ensure the best temperature 
and pH, and take detailed notes and pictures as the fi sh 
grow. Drawings of this progress are used to supplement 
the other data. Teachers also touched upon the lessons 
around ecosystem connectivity and the conservation 
ethic being instilled over the course of this program.

Brown did all of the talking for the students, but 
not without closely consulting her classmate Max. 
She recounted how the yolk sacs are much smaller, 
and how the students have predicted they will be 
used up in another week or two. The water must be 
kept around 50 to 55 degrees Fahrenheit, and the 
alevins require dark to protect their immature eyes 
and plenty of air bubbling through as they hide in 
the gravel as they would in a stream.

Trustees were visibly impressed by the creative 
and engaging curriculum, and asked for updates as 
the fi sh grow.

-- Terence P Ward

Metzger money used
for anti-bullying initiative

"No Place for Hate" is a program being introduced 
to New Paltz schools thanks to bullet funding from 
state senator Jen Metzger, who secured $10,000 with 
no strings attached for the district. School principals 
spoke about how they intend on rolling out the pro-
gram, which will earn banners for their buildings 
once all steps are completed, namely performing a 
needs assessment, forming a committee, signing of a 
"resolution of respect," adopting an anti-bias or bul-
lying prevention training program and then imple-
menting three related activities in the school that are 
designed by committee members.

Middle school principal Ann Sheldon reported 
that the "no place for hate" designation has been ap-
plied for and, in her school, a committee comprised 
of students, administrators and parents has been 
formed. The resolution of respect must be signed by 
all students, she said. Duzine principal Ross Hogan 
explained that this pledge calls for fair treatment, 
kindness and a commitment to report about bullying 
to foster a safe environment for all. One event in the 
works there is a "kindness town hall." Sean Inglee, 
Lenape principal, touched upon some of the activi-
ties planned, which include a "mix-it-up" lunch to 
get children sitting and talking with diff erent people 
guided by conversational prompts and a "bullying 
awareness discussion." He was pleased to report that 
fourth graders this week suggested another activity, 
"more acts of kindness Monday," which is already 
spreading through the school. Students are more in-
volved at the high school level, and principal Mario 
Fernandez said that one focus is on in-jokes which 
can be hurtful outside of the a particular group be-
cause "that's not funny" to a wider audience.

More facility fi xes needed
New Paltz School District facilities committee members look to borrow more money

The other pitch committee 
members heard at their 

last meeting was for a pool. 
Committee member Glenn 

LaPolt touched on how a 
school pool would be an 
asset to the community.
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The senator was present to hear about these plans 
and expressed satisfaction that this program off ered 
through the Anti-Defamation League was selected. 
The only note which fell a little fl at was the revelation 
that members of the racial equity initiative advisory 
committee only learned about these plans at this very 
board meeting, again highlighting the ways in which 
administrators are falling short of community expecta-
tions when it comes to communication. The superin-
tendent's response to that point, when it was raised, is 
that "No Place for Hate" was approved in a health advi-
sory committee meeting, and "it was public."

-- Terence P Ward

Deep dive into equity issues

One goal set by the New Paltz School District Ra-
cial Equity Committee members is to analyze the 
district's code of conduct "through an equity lens," 
according to member Kristen Masson-Diedhiou. 
The code is a cumbersome document usually only 
referred to when it's believed someone has violated 
it, approved each year by members of the health ad-
visory committee, the same individuals who gave a 
green light to the "No Place for Hate" initiative. Mas-
son-Diedhiou spoke of an interest in reviewing data 
from a referral generated on the basis of the code of 
conduct to identify patterns of bias and track trends. 
They would like to review the referral form itself 
to determine if the data they desire are even being 
collected, as "categories matter." Trustee Michael 
O'Donnell, who has been working on categorizing 
reported incidents, confi rmed that the existing cat-
egories are not suffi  cient to that task; he's been at 
it for four months, according to the superintendent.

Masson-Diedhiou appeared to accept the "long and 
technical" nature of the conduct code as somehow 
necessary, and racial equity committee members 
appear to be focusing on how it's summarized and 
presented in individual building handbooks as a fi rst 
step. However, there is a desire to shift to more re-
storative practices which emphasize repairing harm 

and making amends over the current structure, 
which is at its heart a list of unacceptable behaviors 
and a separate and distinct list of potential conse-
quences which must be referred to simultaneously 
as one might prepare income tax forms without aid 
of software. Rice noted that changes to the code 
must be approved in a health advisory committee 
meeting before being taken up by board members.

Another committee focus is embedding racial equi-
ty more deeply in the curriculum. Masson-Diedhiou 
said that eff orts to introduce new curricula focused 
on the topic are welcome, but committee members 
would like to audit the broader coursework to iden-
tify issues that might be addressed therein to make 
for a more harmonious learning experience.

-- Terence P Ward

Flagging patriotism

The United States is unusual insofar as the number 
of customs around its fl ag, and the fact that they are 
codifi ed in law. Last week, New Paltz School Board 
member Teresa Thompson inquired about the dis-
play of the fl ag in front of the high school. Pursuant 
to the fl ag code, "The fl ag should be displayed during 
school days in or near every schoolhouse," but pref-
erably only during daylight hours: "It is the universal 
custom to display the fl ag only from sunrise to sunset 
on buildings and on stationary fl agstaff s in the open. 
However, when a patriotic eff ect is desired, the fl ag 
may be displayed 24 hours a day if properly illumi-
nated during the hours of darkness." It may be that 
no "patriotic eff ect is desired," as the fl ag at the high 
school is frequently -- perhaps always -- displayed 
day and night without benefi t of any illumination.

Thompson said that she'd thought there was a spot-

light on the high school fl ag, but apparently this is not 
the case. Superintendent Maria Rice agreed to refer the 
question to facilities workers in the school. A quick re-
view after the meeting showed that there was no fl ag 
on display at Lenape Elementary School at that hour, 
while one was left hanging at the middle school. While 
there is a considerable amount of light pollution issu-
ing from that parking lot, no light source is directed 
at the fl ag in the spirit of the phrase "properly illumi-
nated;" it was visible, but in a darker portion of the lot 
between two bright lights. This reporter did not check 
on the status of the Duzine fl ag that evening.

-- Terence P Ward
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The Darmstadt Shelter for the Homeless, Kingston  ................  331-1395

Family’s Domestic Violence Shelter  ............................  331-7080 x127

The Family Inn Homeless Shelter, Kingston  ..........................  340-1847

People’s Place Food Pantry & Thrift Store, Kingston  ...............  338-4030

Angel Food, Home Delivered Meals for Patients  ....................  331-6538

The Saugerties Council of Churches Food Pantry  ..................  246-6885

God Given Bread Soup Kitchen & Food Pantry, Saugerties  ......  246-8322

FAMILY Food Pantry of Ellenville  .........................................  647-2443

FAMILY Food Pantry of New Paltz  .......................................  255-8801

FAMILY House Teen Shelter, Rosendale  ................................  338-5953

Reservoir Food Pantry, Shokan ...........................................  750-0791

FAMILY Food Pantry of Woodstock  ......................................  679-2485

Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Woodstock  .................................  679-2336

Good Neighbor Food Pantry, Woodstock  ...............................  417-5535

Woodstock Area Meals on Wheels  ......................................  679-4656

Food Bank of the Hudson Valley
www.foodbankofhudsonvalley.org

534-5344

Please join Markertek in supporting these 
community organizations with much needed 

food, funds and volunteer time.

Thanksgiving is a special time 
for us at Markertek!

Feeding the hungry is our corporate mission starting back in 1992 

when we established the Markertek Fund and co-founded the 

Daily Bread Soup Kitchen in Woodstock. The Markertek Fund 

provides a generous monthly allowance all year long for each of 

the food pantries, soup kitchens and emergency shelters listed.

SATURDAY
November 23, 2019

10 AM to 7 PM

SUNDAY
November 24, 2019

8:30 AM to 1 PM

St. Joseph’s Church 35th Annual
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NEW PALTZ  | PLACE

by Erin Quinn

“Why does watching a dog be a dog fi ll one with hap-
piness?”

-- Jonathan Safran Foer

“I’ve seen a look in dogs’ eyes, a quickly vanishing look 
of amazed contempt, and I am convinced that basically 
dogs think humans are nuts.”

-- John Steinbeck

A 
LOT OF PEOPLE love dogs, but do they 
understand them? Or, more importantly, 
can they coexist with Fido and friends 
without driving themselves or the canines 

crazy?
This is where Valerie Ann Erwin, a “Canine/Hu-

man Relationship Counselor,” steps in. A longtime 
Village of New Paltz resident and landlord, Erwin 
has recently opened up a new center for her dog 
training and obedience services at 2 Rocky Hill Road, 
off  Route 32 North.

Erwin runs group classes for puppies aged one 
year and younger, as well as adult dog obedience 
courses (beginning in December), at her location, 
which is currently being transformed from a child-
care center to a canine training school. “I love teach-
ing and I love watching people connect with their 

animals and learn to understand each other,” said 
Erwin. The owner of three dogs herself, includ-
ing two Great Danes, one who is an active service 
dog (mobility and medical alert) as well as Sparta-
cus Maximus, who is a retired service dog, she re-
ceived her obedience certifi cation in dog training 
from NePoPo Gold School in Belgium. She also has 
professional memberships with the International As-
sociation of Animal Behavior Consultants and the In-
ternational Association of Canine Professionals.

Erwin said that, besides her group classes for 
generally non-aggressive dogs, she advises clients 
who are new adopters/owners of rescue pups to 
consider taking a group class because they’re “fun 
and interactive and a fairly inexpensive way for hu-
mans and dogs to socialize and learn. Waiting until 
the relationship has a big problem generally creates 
a lot of stress for the humans and additional costs 
in damages, vet bills and expensive private training 
programs.”

In her experience as a longtime dog trainer and ca-
nine behavior researcher, Erwin said that one com-
mon myth people have about dogs is that they want 
a ton of aff ection. “Dogs are like people in the sense 
that they need their own space. People too often 
want a dog to be a teddy bear, and you’ll see these 
loving, well-intended dog-owners and couples get a 
new puppy or rescue dog and are so upset when the 
dog wants to gnaw on them or gets nippy when they 

want to hug him or cuddle. They just want to be a dog!”
Part of what she does so well is getting people to 

understand what their body language is telling a dog 
and what the dog’s body language is telling them. 
“There are so many fun and easy ways to teach a dog 
to go, fetch, come, sit and reward them.” But it’s not 
enough, she said, to just keep throwing a ball to a 
dog over and over again, or stuff  them with treats. 
“Dogs want a job. They’re workers. If they’re not 
herding sheep or hunting or on the farm, then they 
need to learn to protect the house and let you know 
someone is there, and then you can take over from 
there and let them know they’ve done their job.”

Routine and predictability are also key to having 
a harmonious coexistence with a canine compan-
ion. A dog that knows what to expect is generally a 
happy dog, in Erwin’s estimation. She’s also a big fan 
of crating dogs, so that it can simulate a den as they 
would have in the wild. “Dogs ingesting things that 
they shouldn’t is one of the biggest causes of illness, 
death and vet bills! A lot of that can be avoided by 
crating them.”

If you take one of her classes, you and your dog 
can also learn the art of “leash language” and have 
the dog actually enjoy walking with a leash without 
the “yank and crank” method that tends not to be 
gratifying for either the pet or the owner. “When you 
take a group class, there can be six or seven dogs all on 
leashes with people, which is a great way to help social-
ize a dog and get them to learn how to be on a leash.”

Erwin is also very good with dogs that are not so 
sociable, who bite or who have been rescued from 
known and unknown situations. “It’s great when 
people adopt a dog or rescue a dog. But those dogs 
also come with baggage, and I’m here to help them 
unpack that baggage,” she said, talking about dogs 
that are aggressive and bite or want to attack other 
dogs and people or simply run away.

These tend to be more intensive one-on-one class-
es, and Erwin might even board the dog to work with 
it or go to the individual’s house. One struggle she of-
ten sees and enjoys working with is when there are a 
group of dogs in one home that are not getting along 
with one another. “I love group dynamics!” she said 
with a smile. “Teaching the owners and the dogs 
how to live together harmoniously is so rewarding.”

Having worked as an EMT for years and grown 
up in a service-oriented home has always made Ir-
win prone toward wanting to train and work with 
people and service dogs, which can be critical for 
both physical and mental well-being. She said that 
the New Paltz Dog Training and Canine Adventures 
school (NPDT) is a place where “the disabled, active 
military, veterans and fi rst responders can come and 
fi nd gratitude for their service and help with their 
canine companions.”

For Erwin, the NPDT is also about her desire to do 
something that she loves that also helps people en-
joy their dogs more, helps to keep dogs from going 
to or returning to a shelter and provides her a way of 
“giving back” some of the good fortune she believes 
she has received in this life. “After having a critical 
stroke and multiple cardiac surgeries six years ago, 
during my extended recovery I looked for good 
place where I could give back to my community and 
the universe in gratitude for my survival.” She said 
that it was thanks to her service dog, her family and 
the well-wishes of her community that she was able 
to get through 14 months in the hospital and learn 
how to walk again.

She wants her canine education center to be a 
place where “people and dogs can come to fulfi ll 
their relationships and lives and experience the 
peace and satisfaction of incredible communication 
and cooperative living. It is my goal that I can pay 
back that karmic debt by being authentic to every 
person and dog that comes here.”

To learn more about the courses and services 
NPDT off ers, go to Erwin’s website at www.new-
paltzdogtraining.com. ++

Pawsitive training
Valerie Ann Erwin trains dogs & humans to get along

LAUREN THOMAS

Valerie Ann Erwin of New Paltz Dog Training and Canine Adventures poses for a photo with Lagatha and Nymphadora. 
The new business is located at 2 Rocky Hill Road.
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Interactive Music & Dance Class

Therapeutic Music Circles 

Senior Yoga • Tai Chi

Strength & Balance Class

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living   
in the Hudson Valley
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397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY
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 Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
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GARDINER  | TOWN BOARD
 ROSENDALE | COMMUNITY

DEP joins supervisors from Rosendale and Marbletown 
to mark delivery of new water truck for High Falls

T
HE NEW YORK City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) last week joined 
Marbletown Supervisor Rich Parete and Rosendale Supervisor Jeanne Walsh to mark the 
delivery of a truck that will provide clean drinking water to 200 homes and businesses 
in High Falls during the upcoming shutdowns of the Catskill Aqueduct. 

DEP is currently working on an $158-million project to rehabilitate the 92-mile-long Catskill Aq-
ueduct, which delivers drinking water from Ashokan Reservoir to New York City. The project -- 
which includes cleaning the inside of the aqueduct, fi xing leaks and replacing century-old valves 
-- requires DEP to shut down the aqueduct for ten weeks each year through 2021.

While planning for the aqueduct rehabilitation, DEP identifi ed that High Falls did not have an 
adequate backup supply of drinking water for its district during shutdowns of the Catskill Aque-
duct. The High Falls Water District draws about 30,000 gallons of water each day from the aque-
duct, which currently is the only source of water for the district. 

Over the past several years, DEP collaborated with Marbletown, Rosendale and the High Falls 
Water District on an intergovernmental agreement to ensure the district had a reliable source 
of drinking water during the periodic shutdowns. Through that agreement DEP provided up to 
$410,000 for High Falls to invest in equipment and infrastructure. The bulk of that money went 
toward a 5,000-gallon water truck that will be used to shuttle clean drinking water to High Falls 
from the neighboring Rosendale Water District during the shutdown. High Falls received the water 
truck this fall and will use it during the Catskill Aqueduct shutdown that begins in November. DEP 
funds were also used for plumbing upgrades at the High Falls plant, allowing the truck to convey 
water into its water tower and treatment plant.  

“I want to thank Supervisor Parete and Supervisor Walsh for collaborating with DEP over the 
past several years to ensure we could repair the Catskill Aqueduct while maintaining a reliable 
supply of drinking water for High Falls,” DEP Deputy Commissioner Paul Rush said.

“The Town of Rosendale thanks DEP for working with both towns to provide a water truck that 
will ensure residents of the High Falls Water District continue to have safe drinking water during 
the upcoming shutdowns of the Catskill Aqueduct,” said Walsh. 

The High Falls Water District includes approximately 200 connections that serve nearly 500 
residents along the border of Marbletown and Rosendale.

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection last week joined Marbletown Supervisor 
Rich Parete and Rosendale Supervisor Jeanne Walsh to mark the delivery of a truck that will provide 
clean drinking water to 200 homes and businesses in High Falls during the upcoming shutdowns of the 
Catskill Aqueduct. 

Gardiner’s $2.8M
2020 budget boosts
taxes 2.64%
by Frances Marion Platt

A
T ITS NOVEMBER 7 meeting, the Gar-
diner Town Board voted unanimously to 
override the New York State tax cap and 
to adopt a town budget for 2020 that will 

increase municipal taxes for Gardinerites by 2.64 
percent, with an additional 3.2495 percent increase 
in Sewer and Light District taxes for residents of the 
hamlet. The total 2020 appropriation for the Gen-
eral and Highway Funds comes to $2,871,528.

Major increases in budget lines included the usual 
annual hikes in health insurance premiums: 6.88 
percent for current employees and 5.01 percent for 
retirees. Town employees are getting a two percent 
cost-of-living increase in their salaries, and two for-
merly part-time employees will become full-time 
with benefi ts: the deputy town clerk and the build-
ing inspector.

Some pressing infrastructure needs will be ad-
dressed next year, with associated costs to taxpayers. 

Replacement of the hazardous Clove Road Bridge 
will be covered mainly by grants from New York 
State, but the town will have to pony up $15,000 for 
engineering costs. A long-overdue Infl ow and Infi l-
tration Study for the hamlet’s Sewer District -- soon 
to exceed its capacity due to planned housing devel-
opments downtown -- will cost the town $20,000. 
And a new Mack truck for plowing roads is being 
purchased for the Highway Department, at an an-
nual cost of $36,258 over seven years.

The town is girding itself fi nancially for potentially 
substantial legal costs in 2020 due to an Article 78 
lawsuit brought by citizens seeking to overturn ap-
proval of the Heartwood resort development. A line 
of $30,000 was allocated specifi cally to litigate that 
case, with an additional $10,000 included in the 
budget to cover other legal fees.

Taxpayers will also have to absorb a 20 percent 
increase in the Gardiner Library budget, approved 
on Election Day by a wide margin. This budget, like 
those of the Gardiner and Shawangunk Fire Dis-
tricts, is freestanding and not subject to a vote by the 
Town Board.

Town Board member Warren Wiegand pointed 
out that some of the cost increases had been cush-
ioned for taxpayers via the securing of grants plus 
increases in operating revenues from the transfer 
station, summer recreation program and camp-
ground, as well as what he termed “smart use of 
our reserves. We took $90,000 dollars’ worth of 
unexpended funds” -- $60,000 from the General 
Fund and $30,000 from Highway -- “and cut the tax 
by that amount. We’ve given the taxpayers’ money 
back to them. And we still have very heavy coverage 
for our rainy day fund.” ++

Bartels wins District 16 County 
Legislature race

With the results fi nally in for all six election dis-
tricts in Gardiner and Shawangunk, it was confi rmed 
the morning after Election Day that Ulster County 

Legislature chair Tracey Bartels (Democrat, Working 
Families) has been returned to her seat representing 
District 16. She defeated Jordan Manley (Republican, 
Conservative, Independence) by a decisive margin 
of 1,396 to 805 votes (63.4 to 36.56 percent). Bartels 
will embark upon her seventh term as legislator in 
January, having served from 2004 to 2007 and again 
from 2012 to the present.

Vote counts from the two districts in the Town of 
Shawangunk had not yet been tallied when, late on 
Election Night, an Ulster County Board of Elections 
employee passed out in the midst of compiling the 
election results and was rushed to the hospital. The 
count did not resume until Wednesday morning, too 
late for the New Paltz Times’ presstime.

All reported vote tallies include the results of early 
voting as recorded by the Ulster County Board of 
Elections, but remain unoffi  cial until after absentee 
ballots are counted.

Gardiner’s only other tossup in the 2019 elec-
tion was a ballot measure proposing to increase the 
Gardiner Library’s budget for the fi rst time since 
the opening of its new building in 2008. The refer-
endum question, “Shall the annual contribution of 
the Town of Gardiner for the operating budget of 
the Gardiner Library be increased by $46,846 to the 
sum of $276,076.00 annually?” was overwhelmingly 

approved by the voters by 1,233 to 523 votes, a 70.22 
percent to 29.78 percent split.

Incumbent municipal offi  cials seeking reelection -- 
all of them Democrats -- faced no opposition this time 
around. Marybeth Majestic secured her third term 
as town supervisor with 1,345 votes. On the Town 
Board, deputy supervisor Laura Walls was reelected 
with 1,264 votes, and Franco Carucci, recently ap-
pointed to fi ll out Mike Reynolds’ unexpired term 
when Reynolds moved out of Gardiner, got a green 
light for his fi rst full term with 1,210 votes. Bruce 
Blatchly, who has served as town justice since 1995, 
was approved for another term with 1,354 votes.

-- Frances Marion Platt

Dog license fees raised in Gardiner

The Town of Gardiner is increasing its annual fees 
for dog licenses for 2020. The Town Board voted to 
approve the following fee hikes at its November 7 
meeting: For a spayed female or neutered male dog, 
$5 per year, up from $3.50; for an unaltered dog, $15 
per year, up from $10.50. The fee for a lost tag will 
remain constant at $10.

-- Frances Marion Platt

The town is girding itself 
fi nancially for potentially 
substantial legal costs in 

2020 due to an Article 7 8 
lawsuit brought by citizens 

seeking to overturn approval 
of the Heartwood resort 

development.
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Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 
who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and 
backed by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less 
E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 
a member of Westchester Medical Center 

Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member 

of our care team within 30 minutes.  

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 
at HAHV.org/ER30

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. HAHV.org

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.

Promise 
lives in...

The ones who really listen. Ear to the ground, full attention, 

no distractions, tuned in... listeners. They understand what’s 

really important. At Nuvance Health, listening is what makes 

us different. We go beyond hearing what’s the matter, and 

actually hear what matters to you. We’re helping you feel 

heard the first time. All the time. Every time. Because when 

you speak, and we listen… the promise of understanding 

lives in all of us.

the listeners

nuvancehealth.org© Nuvance Health

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1

Thursday, November 21, 2019
7 – 9 pm 

St. Joseph’s Parish Hall
34 South Chestnut St., New Paltz

Tips for thriving during winter!

Sponsored by Interfaith Earth Action, New Paltz  
Climate Action Coalition & New Paltz Climate Smart

contact: jimmyodowd@yahoo.com

Free Admission Family Friendly Fun

Free Cider & Cookies

Door Prizes CSA Info

Energy Efficiency Info
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Largest Indie Comic Book Selection in the Area
We offer subscriber/pull list service

246 Main Street., Suite #15 • New Paltz, NY 12501
845.255.1115
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The Healthy Choice for 
Your Holiday Table!

   Largest collection of contemporary crafts 
                     in the Hudson Valley

 

       Four buildings featuring pottery, glass, 
    jewelry, wood, fiber, toys, baskets & more 
                     by over 500 artisans 

          Open: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm 
       Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
       OPEN EVERYDAY  Dec. 13 - Dec.23 
                   (closed Dec 24, 25, 26)  

        Re-open: Dec. 27 through Jan. 20 
      262 Spillway Rd., West Hurley, NY 12491 
      845-331-3859        www. craftspeople.us 

Unique gifts for everyone on your list

Visit our 
glassblowing 

studio & browse 
our gift gallery

Free  
refreshments 

weekends 
through 

December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6; 
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491

for more info: 914.806.3575

  Celebrate the art of giving at

Isabella’s
A whimsical gathering of all things beautiful, 

crafted locally and from around the world
7 North Front St, New Paltz • 845-255-5100

Open daily with extended Holiday hours •  isabellastreasures

Toys & Tees
Comics & Collectible

Vintage & New

Serious Toys for the Serious Collectors

5 North Front St., New Paltz • 845.255.5100
Join us on Facebook & Instagram

WE’RE READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Specializing in Jewelry, Clothing, Toys, and American Crafts.

6 N. Front Street, New Paltz  (845) 255-6277

Open 10-7 Daily, 10-6 Sunday 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

Homegrown Produce: 

Kale, Cauliflower & Winter Squashes.
Bakery • Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream

Local Apples, Local Cider &  
Our Delicious Cider Donuts!

Thanksgiving Decorations 
and Gifts.  

Order your  
Thanksgiving pies now!

YS 9 - 6:3

Bakery • Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Local Apples, Local Cider &  
Our Delicious Cider Donuts!

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30

Thanksgiving Decorations 
and Gifts.  

Order your  
Thanksgiving pies now!

YS 9 - 6:3

tions ti

!!

Holiday Showroom Now Open!

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT 

LOCAL!!! 
With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.

Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200

ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY

A miscellany of Hudson Valley art, entertainment and adventure  |  Calendar & Classifieds |  Issue 10 |  Mar.  10 – 17
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Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME

O

JON R. LUINI | CHIME
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New Paltz Church Council 
kicks off Holy Week with

Sports

New Paltz

New Paltz

A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

14

22

by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz

11

New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 

Give a lit
tle

… Get a little… 

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

TO: FROM:

S U P P O R T  LOCAL
explore . shop . eat
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Crust & Magic
(Continued from page 1) 

of sitting on a lime green chair shaped like a giant 
hand or a graphic black-and-white, faux-leather, low-
to-the-fl oor sleeper sofa in the center of the room, 
presently unfolded like a giant ottoman. And every-
where one looks, there is merchandise that’s been 
hand-painted or embellished in some way to refl ect 
the edgy Crust & Magic sensibility.

Thrifted denim jackets hang on the brick accent 
wall, each painted with evocative words or the 
store’s name and often one of Floresta’s “charac-
ters,” the unapologetically warts-and-all people 
-- often nude -- seen on most of the merchandise in 
the shop. The imagery is inspired by “a celebration 
of self-ownership,” she says. The characters are not 
meant to represent specifi c people, but rather a type 
of person, a “rooted-in-themselves” individual who 
is comfortable with themselves, “no matter how 
slimy or crusty they are.”

There are characters painted on skateboard 
decks and characters painted on “pillow pals,” soft, 
shaped forms hand-painted with graphic images on 
their canvas side. But most of the characters appear 
on clothing, either secondhand garments given new 
life with hand-painting or new merchandise that 
includes g-strings and t-shirts. For these, Floresta 
prints out her quirky watercolor illustrations on 
transfer paper and then heat-sets the images onto 
fabric, tie-dying the t-shirts fi rst. Recently she began 
teaching herself to sew, and she’s excited about the 
possibilities that will add to her output.

All of this fi rst came about when Floresta was think-
ing of ways she could put her artwork on functional 
items. She began painting images on furniture, and 
that evolved into painting on things like skateboard 
decks and then on clothing. “I wanted to make stuff  
people could use,” she says. “I love clothes, and a lot 
of this stuff  I bought for myself. I need to downsize, 
so I gave these things a new life, made them special 
and put them out there again.”

The 2015 SUNY New Paltz grad grew up in Farming-
dale on Long Island. She arrived in town to attend 
the college, earned a BFA in photography, and liked 
the area so much she stayed. Floresta, 26, opened 
Crust & Magic this past May, trying the concept out 
fi rst in a pop-up shop she maintained at Water Street 
Market for six weeks last winter in a trial run to see 
how a brick-and-mortar would work.

Having her own shop has “defi nitely been in the 

back of my mind for a while,” she says. “I’m really 
happy to be here. And I try to keep it aff ordable and 
accessible. But what I’m really, really passionate 
about is creating an environment, creating a space. 
So to have something like this to invest my energy in 
to do that, is really special.”

Floresta splits the space (and the rent) with a friend 
and fellow SUNY New Paltz grad, vocalist Chris Ow-
ens, whose shop in the back is separated from hers 
in the front by a curtained doorway. His business is 
“Cee Ohhh,” selling thrifted garments.

She still practices her photography, producing zines 
of themed work, and says she enjoys having diff erent 
creative outlets like that “to switch in and out of.” In 
chatting with Floresta recently, we asked her a few 
questions about what’s involved in a day’s work as a 
shop owner who also creates her own merchandise.

Was there a learning curve in fi guring out how to do 
this?

Defi nitely. I’m pretty much fi guring it out as I go. 
I also do a lot of farmer’s markets – I’ve been doing 
the one on Church St. since that started – and pop-up 
events, where you reach people that maybe other-
wise wouldn’t come directly to the shop. I just did 
one on campus recently, which is an important de-
mographic to tap into for this funky stuff .

What is the most challenging thing about what you’re 
doing?

I’m running a business, so I have the normal fi nan-
cial stuff , and then I’m making everything, so I have 
to make sure inventory is kept up with. And there’s a 
handmade element to every single piece, so there’s 
an involved process to it, and it’s a lot. But it feels 
amazing to be doing this. 

“I want the space to feel like 
it’s a celebration,” Alexa 

Floresta says. “It’s about the 
energy and the vibe that the 
brand exudes, this raw sort 

of slimy, crusty realness 
matched with the magic part. 
This is a place to be yourself, 

to have fun and embrace who 
you are.”

What part, then, would you say is most enjoyable?

I get to work for myself, and I’m in charge of what 
I want to be making. And just curating a vibe, cre-
ating an energy, and meeting all these fun, cool 
people. The positive reception I’m getting back has 
been amazing. When I started making merchandise 
like this, I was thinking about ways to get my art out 
into the world in a way that was living and breath-
ing, living a life; it wasn’t on a gallery wall. And I re-
ally wanted to make work that was accessible to the 
people that I felt like I was making it about and for. 
And I don’t really know a lot of people who have the 
fi nancial means, or the space, or own homes, that 
can invest in an oil painting. I have work like that, 
more traditional fi ne art pieces, but with merch and 
clothing and stuff , it can reach a diff erent type audi-
ence, which I think is really special.

What would you be doing if not this?

I worked for years as a server and bartender at 
Bacchus, which gave me the sort of fl exible lifestyle 
to pursue doing this. I’d probably be continuing to 
do that while trying to market stuff  on the side and 
do gallery shows. I don’t know what’s going to come 
next, but I’m trying this and hopefully it works. If 
not, on to the next thing!

What would you like to see happen with Crust & Magic 
down the road?

Doing this same thing but large-scale; huge! I’d 
have a bigger space and I’d have literal sculptures 
of my creatures. I would just want it to be the crust 
and magic universe one day; a funhouse where you 
could come in and it’d be a real party, with events. 
Just, you know, the next level.

Does running this business give you a good work/life 
balance?

Defi nitely, yeah. I’m doing what I’d be doing any-
way, so I defi nitely can’t complain. And I’ve wanted 
this for a long time, so, here I am! Which is awesome. 
I love it. And being here [in New Paltz], so close to 
the city, so close to my family… I can take a beautiful 
stroll on the River2Ridge and then go to my shop and 
meet all these cool people. It’s defi nitely a place to 
feel grateful for all this.

What attributes does a person need to run a business 
like yours?

Defi nitely passion. That’s the number one thing. 
You have to be super passionate about being here 
and doing this and excited… I don’t think this sort 
of energy would read well if you weren’t genuinely 
invested in it. And I really believe in this; I want ev-
eryone to feel what I’m feeling, so, as long as I love 
it, I’ll do it, I think. ++

Crust & Magic at 19 North Front Street is closed Wednes-
days, open Thursday through Tuesday from noon to 6 
p.m. For updates, check Instagram or Facebook, or vis-
it alexafl oresta.com or the Crust & Magic online shop 
at https://crustandmagic.storenvy.com/.

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

IRISH MUSIC NIGHT
1st & 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:30pm

Friday, Nov. 15, 8:00 pm 
VINCE FISHER

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Gift Certificates Available!

Shake off the autumn chill and 
warm up at our 3 cozy fireplaces!

EARLY 
DEADLINE

for our 

Thanksgiving issue
Advertising deadline for 

Black Friday Shop Local
is 

Friday, Nov. 22
The advertising deadline for the rest 

of our publications 

is 

Monday, Nov. 25 at 1 pm
Please call your sales representative at 

(845) 334-8200 for more information.
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teachers who have used it in other districts and ed-
ucation professors. According to one estimate, the 
testing consumes 40 hours per year, and marketing 
products to address the identifi ed needs to be built 
right in. Teachers get reports, but don’t see the ques-
tions asked of the students. For their part, students 
reportedly fi nd the tests “tedious and boring” in the 
words of education professor Liz Brown, who be-
lieves that this leads to skewed results. Studies of the 
eff ectiveness of this program have largely not been 
independently funded.

Instead of a universal screener to identify those 
who need extra help in various ways, a recurring 
theme in the comments given is to support vertical-
ly-aligned curricula, with each teacher building on 
what was taught in earlier years. The teachers them-
selves should be trusted to identify students in need 
of more support, trustees heard, rather than having 
that important work replaced by more time in front 
of screens for the students.

Board member Teresa Thompson felt she had 
heard enough, asking at one point during public 
comment, “Is there any way we could take a vote 
right now to dismiss this?” Her colleagues preferred 
to follow the established practice of responding to 
public comment once it’s all been heard. It’s some-
thing most elected offi  cials do from time to time on 
an informal basis, but which has been baked into the 
New Paltz School Board process.

Superintendent Maria Rice distanced herself from 
the selection process, saying during that discussion 
that administrators had been preparing a presenta-
tion on this proposal, but added, “I was not on that 
committee.” When trustee Michael O’Donnell spoke 
about his diffi  culty in fi nding any independent stud-
ies showing evidence the program works, she said, 
“That was my concern.” I-ready has not been im-

Not ready for I-ready
(Continued from page 1) 

plemented, the superintendent affi  rmed, but has 
emerged as preferable over two other products “to 
help identify needs for students” with the expecta-
tion that teachers, not further products, would be 
used to address those needs.

“I’m a little confused,” said trustee Bianca Tanis, 
because in her understanding there’s a signed con-
tract for a “teacher toolbox,” and teachers are al-
ready being trained.

“I’m not quite sure,” said the superintendent, 
adding that some district teachers want to use this 
product.

Some board members wanted administrators 
to make their scheduled presentation, but not all. 
Board president Kathy Preston suggested that they 
“revise the conversation” and instead focus on the 
need for a tool of this nature.

The discussion did nothing to dissuade Thompson 
that the program “is a waste of time and money,” 
and no one dissented from that opinion. The con-
sensus was that this program would not be moving 
forward.

When Tanis moved to put a moratorium on the 
process, Rice balked, asking, “If we’re not going to 
do it, why make it a moratorium?” After it was con-
fi rmed that any money to BOCES that hasn’t been 
spent will be returned as part of next year’s aid, Ta-
nis amended her motion to instead be a declaration 
that nothing more would be done to further that 
contract, and it passed unanimously.

The question of this approach to assessing needs 
was settled for the moment, but board members 
also spoke about a related concern raised by Carrie 
Zirlini, who noted that this was not a decision made 
by involving a wide number of stakeholders. In the 
district where she works, Zirlini said, 24 people in-
cluding teachers, administrators and others were 
involved in what she called a “large, impactful de-
cision,” which included presentations from several 
vendors, conversations with people about how it’s 
worked in neighboring districts and taking sample 
tests themselves. As Zirlini implied, there is a history 
of school community members complaining about 

being shut out of important decisions in New Paltz.
Present board members have publicly stated a 

commitment to communicate more eff ectively with 
their constituents, and Sophia Skiles expressed feel-
ing “deeply fl at-footed” by having this issue arise 
from concerned members of the public fi rst. She en-
couraged a “more robust due diligence process.” ++

Wild & wooly
(Continued from page 1) 

expansive property known as Seven Meadows Farm, 
where Willow Pond is located. Her parents, Greg 
and Janet Abels, were theater professionals living 
mainly in Manhattan when they bought the parcel 
as a country getaway in 1983. It includes a handsome 
1880 farmhouse and an enormous, high-ceilinged 
barn that dates back at least to the mid-19th century, 
possibly earlier.

Carrie went off  to study Political Science at Ober-
lin and worked for a while doing journalism for the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette before veering off  into the 
world of sustainable farming. She moved to Vermont 
to work as the editor of a small magazine about local 
food, then began apprenticing at a variety of small 
farms, including a traditional sheep farm in Devon-
shire in England. It was during an internship at a Ver-
mont farm in 2015 that she met Brent, who brought 
his students from a Sustainable Food and Agricul-
ture course at Williams College on a fi eld trip. A Sac-
ramento native, Brent spent several years learning 
baking and pastry-making in Europe before coming 
to the Hudson Valley for the fi rst time to study at the 
Culinary Institute of America. He got involved with 
Sprout Creek Farm’s earliest experiments in making 
cheese from goats’ milk and ended up as head chee-
semaker there from 2003 to 2007.

Sheep’s milk cheese isn’t part of the short-term 
game plan for Willow Pond, Brent explains, because 
there’s no way to keep prices reasonable on a small 
scale. Because of the size of the animals, “Sheep’s 
milk is more expensive by volume,” he says. “And 
the more you concentrate it, the higher the price. 
When cheese is aged, that adds more to the cost.” 
But that doesn’t mean dairy products are out of the 
picture. Whole sheep’s milk in small containers, yo-
gurt and gelato are what the Wassers have in mind, 
with production expected to begin in the spring of 
2020. “As far as we know, no one is making sheep’s 
milk, ice cream or gelato anywhere near here,” says 

Brent. Gelato is easier to make from sheep’s milk, 
which typically has an eight percent fat content, 
than ice cream, which requires ten percent fat.

The couple are currently building a new barn to 
serve as a modern dairy facility, including a milk-
ing parlor, a processing and packaging room and an 
adjacent space for additional animal housing. While 
sheep generally thrive better outdoors, they’re 
brought into a barn during exceptionally cold, wet 
or windy weather, and especially during lambing 
season in late winter/early spring, according to Car-
rie. At present, the ground level of the historic barn 
serves as a lambing shelter, while the two upper 
rooms – one about 30 by 40 feet, the other about 35 
by 50 – have been beautifully renovated by Carrie’s 
parents. The Wassers held their own wedding there 
in May, easily accommodating about 75 guests, and 
they plan to begin renting the space out for catered 
events beginning next spring.

For now, the emphasis is on building up their 
fl ock -- or fl ocks, since the Wassers are raising two 
breeds of sheep: Dorsets, a “stockier, more muscular 
breed” that’s better for meat, says Brent, and East 
Friesians, bred for milk production. “We bought 
our fi rst 12 dairy ewes in January, from a company 
called Vermont Shepherd. They were already bred 
when we got them, and we had them on the farm in 
March,” says Carrie. “That was our fi rst experience 
in lambing, which was an absolute joy. They had 15 
lambs.” The ram doing the impregnation honors for 
next year’s lamb crop, named Jupiter, is “special” 
because he’s a hybrid rare in the US: half East Frie-
sian, half Lacoune -- a French breed that, according 
to Brent, is “responsible for all the milk used for 
Roquefort cheese.” It was only last year that impor-
tation of Lacoune semen into the US was legalized, 
which made Jupiter possible.

The Wassers expect to have to purchase more al-
ready-pregnant ewes for another year or two until 
their dairy fl ock is fully established at a level of about 
60 and the dairy barn infrastructure is complete. 
Male lambs “join the meat group,” says Carrie, while 
females are kept to grow the fl ock. The Dorsets are 
already self-sustaining, despite being culled for meat 

production, with the fl ock size expected to peak at 
70 animals. They’re butchered at Hilltown Pork in Ca-
naan, which Carrie notes is a “stress-free, Animal Wel-
fare Approved” slaughterhouse. “Humane treatment is 
incredibly important to both of us. It’s a quiet, calm fa-
cility.” The lamb thus produced is available ground, as 
roasts, racks, shanks and chops. Carcasses destined for 
sausage and “lamb dogs” --  particularly older animals, 
since mutton isn’t popular eating in this country -- are 
sent to the Hudson Valley Sausage Company in High-
land. Sausage varieties already available include garlic 
rosemary, tarragon, sweet Italian and a spicy North Af-
rican style called merguez.

While dairy sheep need to have their diets supple-
mented with grain to support the caloric demands 
of milk production, the meat fl ock at Willow Pond is 
100 percent grass-fed. The pasture acreage is divided 
up into sections by lightweight modular electrifi ed 
fencing, portable and easily reconfi gured. The Wassers 
practice rotational grazing, which keeps the pasture 
from being overgrazed and protects the sheep from 
parasites and the hoof diseases that can be caused by 
confi nement to churned-up muddy ground. “We move 
them once a day to fresh pasture,” Carrie explains, with 
the assistance of two sheepdogs, Yarrow and Yaza. The 
dogs are Maremmas, a breed that has “guarded sheep 
in Italy for hundreds and hundreds of years.”

“It’s labor-intensive, it’s long-term,” says Brett of 
the couple’s ambitious undertaking. “It should take 
us at least fi ve years to establish.” But while you’re 
waiting to sample the specialty dairy products that 
the Wassers will be developing beginning next 
spring, you can buy some delicious grass-fed lamb 
right now. It’s already sold at Insook’s Kimchee and 
Organic Produce in Plattekill, the weekly farmers’ 
markets in Rhinebeck, Hudson and Newburgh and 
will soon be available at the Kingston Farmers’ Mar-
ket. While there won’t be a farmstand on-site until 
the dairy barn is fully constructed next year, you 
can also arrange to pick up lamb products there by 
contacting Carrie Wasser at (845) 332-5583 or hello@
willowpondsheep.com. For updates on the progress 
of their venture, follow Willow Pond Sheep Farm on 
Facebook or visit the website at www.willowpond-
sheep.com. ++
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Schools
Aedan Sennett
by Oliver ten Broeke

A
S HER SURNAME might suggest, New Paltz 
High School senior Aedan Sennett consid-
ers herself a politically active individual. “I 
really like politics. I do a lot of stuff  with 

the Democratic Committee in the Hudson Valley.”
Sennett explained that her interest  in political ac-

tivism came from her dad. “When I was little, my 
dad ran for Ulster County D.A. He’s always been in-
volved in politics, so that kind of fueled my will to do 
it.” Having known some of the people in the Demo-
cratic Committee from a young age, Sennett is glad 
to have had the chance to work with them as she’s 
gotten older.

Recently, Sennett spent her time doing general 
campaigning in preparation for election day last 
week. “...For the last couple of months, I’ve been 
doing cold calls and knocking on doors. Stuff  like 
that…” She recalls a particularly memorable cold 
call, “...One time, I called this guy and he started ex-
plaining the entire Yankees’ game over the phone. I 
didn’t know how to hang up!” She laughs.

After high school, Sennett is interested in continu-
ing political work. “I think I want to go into some-
thing government-related. I’m not sure what it will 
entail yet, but both of my parents are lawyers, so 
I’ve always been interested in going to law school 
and doing something with that.” Among Sennett’s 
role models are her parents. “I admire them in 
their work ethic…” Sennett is also a fan of Buff y the 
Vampire Slayer, and considers Buff y to be a big role 
model of hers -- though Sennett is less likely to take 
career guidance from Buff y than from her parents.

Sennett has already sent her college application to 
many schools, but her top choice is American Uni-
versity in Washington, DC. “I really like the location, 
and I really like the campus… DC is the capital, and 
it’s also really pretty.” Overall, she is very happy to 
be heading to college. “...I’m excited for something 
new. The college environment is this built-in com-
munity, but it’s totally diff erent from high school. 
I’m looking forward to that…”

Like her father, Sennett’s ambitions center around 
working in the District Attorney’s offi  ce. “...My dad 
works in Brooklyn, and I’d want to work somewhere 

Student events, profi les & sports

Aedan Sennett.

inner-city. My dad is the Deputy Chief of the gang 
violence unit… I’m interested in something along 
those lines.”

At the high school, Sennett has gotten a head start 
in government. As senior class president, Sennett 
is head of the Student Council. “I ran for Student 
Council in junior year. It was a challenge... People 
are talking about you in a new way, and you’re being 
evaluated.” Sennett was elected.

Student Council is primarily in charge of schedul-
ing and organizing events. “...We deal with things 
like prom, senior ball, the snow ball, homecoming 
and the talent show.” Sennett feels that she earned a 
lot of valuable experience through Student Council. 
“It’s good. You learn how to talk to business people, 
and it’s not stressful because you have the other peo-
ple on council with you.” Sennett feels that selecting 
the events’ venues is the most diffi  cult part of the 
process, due to the impossibility of pleasing every 
student. Despite that, she still thoroughly enjoys put-
ting events together. “I like talking to people in our 
school and hearing what they want. I like making 
that happen.”

At the initiative of Sennett and her friend Chloe 
Gold, New Paltz High School formed a Young Activ-
ists’ Club. Sennett is also involved in the school’s In-
teract Club and Model UN. Of these, her favorite is 
the Youth Activists’ Club, and she feels proud of its 
founding. “...We created it. We thought of the idea 
and put everything together.”

Sennett feels glad to have had the chance to spend 
a month in Greece one summer, where she met 
many people and felt truly immersed. “...It was an 
island called Kefalonia… I got to meet people, and 
I’ve stayed friends with them over the course of my 
life. The place was insanely beautiful, and I really 
liked being part of it.” Eventually, Sennett would like 
to visit Thailand. “It looks really nice there. It’s also 
so diff erent from any place I’ve ever been to and I’d 
like to see it.”

Cognizant of the dangers of stress, Sennett thinks 
that high school can be a burdening and trying time. 
“...That’s helped shape me, and I’ve learned how to 
deal with it better.” Sennett has had success with try-
ing to put herself in a diff erent state of mind while 
dealing with high school stress. “It’s good to not 
stress over every little thing… You need to fi gure out 
what’s really important.”

One of Sennett’s strongest motivators is self-fulfi ll-
ment. “If you’re happy with yourself, it’s hard to fi nd 
things that are wrong with everything else.” Sennett 
also notes her appreciation for a piece of wisdom of-
ten spoken by New Paltz High School teacher Chad 
Foti, “...‘We’re all alone in this together.’ I’ve always 
liked that.” +

Section 9 volleyball: New Paltz
loses in semifi nal

by Rich Corozine

W
ITH THEIR MOST talented team in 20 
years and a 12-2 record to go with it, 
New Paltz volleyball got it to the Class 
A semifi nals with a big win over Gos-

hen in the quarterfi nals on Wednesday, before fall-
ing to season nemesis Wallkill 3-0 on Friday evening. 
Led by the senior duo of Ella Sky Franks and Jordan 
Giancola, with six-foot sophomore Francheska Ge-
miniano dominating at the net, this season's team 
was reminiscent of the last (and only) Section 9 
championship team of 2000 and their dominating 
trio of Player-of-the-Year Andrea Wilkinson, Zen set-
ter Angela Robins and another six-footer dominant 

at the net in Jamie Kraus. Perhaps even this team 
was deeper, with top-fl ight players in Caitlyn Hul-
bert, Teresa Thompson, JoJo Tanzi, Taylor Hill, Calla 
Savelson and six-foot freshman Alex Frenza...but for 
Wallkill. 

The Huguenots lost but three matches this sea-
son...and all to the number one seed Panthers. But 
even that is deceptive, as New Paltz was up 2-0 on 
Wallkill in an early-season match, lost in fi ve games, 
and haven't won a game since against them. One 
could say that if -- the big IF -- New Paltz had beat-
en Wallkill in that earlier match, things might have 
turned out diff erently and the Huguenots would be 
wearing their second Section 9 crown, or at least 
made it into the Class A fi nal against number two 
seed Cornwall. It seems that as good as New Paltz 
played against everyone else, Wallkill got into their 
collective head.

In the win over number fi ve seed Goshen, num-
ber four New Paltz lost the fi rst game 19-25, then ran 
off  three straight wins: 25-20, 25-20 and 25-17, with 
yet another monster game from Giancola with 17 
kills, three blocks, three aces and 15 digs. Sky Franks 
-- just returned after missing three games with an 
ankle sprain -- added fi ve aces, ten digs, one kill and 
15 assists; Geminiano 14 kills and six blocks; Frenza 
three kills and fi ve blocks; and Hill with 13 digs, three 
aces and four kills.

So, New Paltz came into Wallkill as a hot team, 
especially after the three straight over a solid Gos-
hen team. But the "hump" is formidable, particu-
larly hard to get over sometimes, and it was diffi  cult 
for the Huguenots once again. It was 25-20, 25-19 
and 25-18, and New Paltz's great season was over. 
Sky Franks had 17 assists, nine digs and three aces; 
Giancola nine kills and ten digs; Geminiano seven 
kills and one block; and Frenza six kills. ++

Section 9 cross country

The New Paltz boys fi nished third to Class B cham-
pion Mount Academy, with Highland eighth in Class 
C; while the girls fi nished fourth in Class B, with 
Highland not scoring in Class C.

For the boys, New Paltz's Riley Brutvan fi nished 
seventh in 15:58 to Travis Meier of Mount Academy's 
winning 15:50, to make States; while Highland's 
Benito Vargas fi nished fi fth in 17:05 to Harry Marson 
of O'Neil's winning 16:20, also making States.

For the girls, New Paltz's Amelia St. John fi nished 
fi fth in 20:20 to Kayla Schramm of Goshen's win-
ning 18:57, to make States; while Highland's Erica 
Angelillo fi nished 25th in 25:47 to Lea Richardson of 
O'Neill's winning 19:12. 

-- Rich Corozine
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NEW PALTZ & HIGHLAND  | SPORTS

by Rich Corozine

N
EW PALTZ, JUST two years removed from 
its fi rst-ever Section 9 title and who fi n-
ished second to Pine Bush by just eleven 
points last year, this year repeated their 

runnerup status, as Pine Bush defended its Section 
9 crown with a 355-231 win over the Huguenots on 
Saturday at Valley Central.

Earning trips to States were New Paltz's Zofi a 
Trzewik-Quinn, second in the 200 Individual Med-
ley with 2:12.70 to winner Jessica Pryne of Cornwall's 
winning 2:07.66 (the State Qualifying time is 2:12.84) 
and the New Paltz fourth-place 200 Freestyle relay 
team of Lydia Brutvan, Megan Loughran, April Cook 
and Trzewik-Quinn in 1:41.57 to Pine Bush's winning 
1:39.02 (State Qual. time is 1:41.69). For eighth-place 
Highland, Ashley Benkert became the fi rst Huskies' 
swimmer in their short half-decade history -- girls or 
boys -- to win a Section 9 title, racing to a State Quali-
fying 56.78 in the 100 Butterfl y.

Section 9 girls’ swim championships
New Paltz second; Highland's Benkert wins 100 butterfl y

RICH COROZINE

New Paltz's Quinn Ratynski.

Other top fi nishers were New Paltz's Brutvan third 
in both the 200 IM in 2:13.28 and 100 backstroke in 
1:00.75; New Paltz's Cook second in the 500 Freestyle 
in 5:21.11 and fi fth in the 200 Freestyle in 2:00.00; 
New Paltz's Orla Clasby fourth in 100 Breaststroke 
in 1:10.26 and Quinn Ratynski fi fth in 1:10.32; and 
the New Paltz 200 Medley relay team of Brutvan, 
Loughran, Cook and Trzewik-Quinn third in 1:53.05.

Benkert, beside her win in the 100 Butterfl y, also 
took sixth in the 50 Freestyle in 25.14 to Hellshka 
Hajek of Pine Bush's winning 24.35; with Highland 
(Benkert, Ava Rosen, Ava Dimassio and Isabel Cuya) 
fi fth in the 200 Medley relay in 1:53.91 and the same 
quartet fi fth in the 200 Freestyle relay in 1:42.32.

The State Meet is Friday-Saturday, November 22-
23 at Ithaca College. ++

ERIN QUINN

The New Paltz's State Championships bound 200-
yard freestyle relay team with Lydia Brutvan, Meghan 
Loughran, April Cook and Zofia Trzewik-Quinn.

ERIN QUINN

Lifelong friends, Zofia Trzewik-Quinn (New Paltz) 
and Ashley Benkert (Highland). Benkert is Section 9 
champion in the 100-yard butterfly. Trzewik-Quinn 
placed second in the 200IM. Both are State qualifiers.

KITCHENS

SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz

845.255.2022

CABINET SHOP
Woodstock 
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Colleen Fox
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82 Vineyard Avenue
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FOX
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.
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845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

ATTORNEYS at LAW
DWI • Vehicle & Traffi c Defense
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Kingston, NY
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~ Come in ~
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COFFEE SHOP 

with 
BAKED GOODS!
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Natural Difference

of  Plainville Farms Turkey

• All Natural • All Vegetarian Diet
• No Antibiotics Ever Administered
• Humanely Raised • Family Farmed

Order Your Turkey NOW for Thanksgiving

140 N. Chestnut, New Paltz  •  845.255.1025  •  OPEN DAILY 7am - 9pm

Everything 
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 now in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 300 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

More support for our volunteers

We received amazing news on Friday evening, No-
vember 8.

Governor Andrew Cuomo signed the legislation 
we have been working on to increase annual service 
awards from $700 to $1,200 for volunteer fi refi ght-
ers and ambulance workers. We have spent an enor-
mous amount of time trying to make sure this hap-
pened to show more support for our volunteers.

Thank you governor. Special thanks to Senator Jen 
Metzger and her staff , Dylan Miyoshi in the gover-
nor’s offi  ce and folks from the New York Conference 
of Mayors for all your help.

SUNY New Paltz president Don Christian and town 
supervisor Neil Bettez were also incredibly support-
ive throughout.

We had asked for an increase to $2,100, but it feels 
really good to see this increase from $700 to $1,200 
for our New Paltz Fire Department members.

New Paltz’s program became eff ective January 
1999 with service awards of $480. New Paltz in-
creased its award to the maximum amount of $700 
in January 2008 and it has remained at that level be-
cause that was the maximum per state law.

Mayor Tim Rogers 
New Paltz

It’s offi  cial

After almost three years in offi  ce, with threats to 
do “IT,” Trump did what historians may deem his 
most heinous act: last week he offi  cially pulled us 
out of the Paris Climate Accord. Although I try to ra-
tionalize the indiscretions of our “damaged” leader, 
his dismissal of our obligation to avert a climate ca-
tastrophe is unforgivable. 

Coincidentally, Trump used the same phrase that 
G.W. Bush used in 1997 with the Kyoto Protocol: 
“This is not a good economic time for taking on this 
issue.” In 1997 I screamed at the radio and at Bush, 
and last week I screamed again. 

Arguing the advantages or disadvantages in eco-
nomic terms, instead of acknowledging the hun-
dreds of millions (maybe billions) of people who will 
relocate or perish as a result of climate change, is 
anathema to me. Already we’ve spent four-hundred-
and-fi fteen-billion dollars for repairs to climate ca-
tastrophes in just the past three years. (Ironically, 
those repairs and salaries for renewable energy jobs, 
are two of the reasons Trump looks good economi-
cally right now.)

But as the greatest per capita emitter of carbon 
dioxide on the globe, we are the only country in the 
entire United Nations ignoring our climate commit-
ment.

If ever there was a time to take to the streets, that 
time is now.

    Dan Guenther  
    New Paltz

An ambitious idea 

The parking in New Paltz is a big problem. As a re-
sult, the traffi  c is terrible just going through town and 
it heavily contributes to carbon emissions. In New 
Paltz, the highest rate of carbon emissions is from 
cars. 

One solution to this problem is to allow the pub-
lic to use the middle school parking lot on weekends 
and then provide a shuttle down into the main part of 
town. This would cut down on the amount of cars in 
town on the road and help New Paltz become a less 
auto-centered town. Also, if the town got a shuttle 
that was electric, that would make it clear that New 
Paltz is taking steps against climate change. 

This may be slightly ambitious, but it would help 
the town. This would help our carbon emissions and 
it would cut down on traffi  c simultaneously. Thank 
you.

Natalie Meyer
New Paltz

Thanks for making this year’s 
Halloween parade a successful one

The New Paltz Rotary Club wants to thank all those 
involved in making the Halloween parade such a spe-
cial event in our community. Despite the rain, chil-
dren, students and parents participated with enthusi-
asm and delightful costumes.

We wish to thank the members of the Lion’s Club 
who have co-sponsored the parade with the town and 
village of New Paltz for many years.

This year, they asked the Rotary Club to take over 
the sponsorship and we were both honored and de-
lighted to do so.

We thank chief Joe Snyder and his staff  of the New 
Paltz Police Department who provided the security, 
protection and order that made the event safe for all.

We thank chief Cory Wirthmann and the men and 
women of the New Paltz Fire Department, who, once 
again, allowed us to use their fi re station for the dis-
tribution of apples and Hershey bars, who helped us 
set up and clean up and made sure the fi rehouse was 
protected. 

We thank chief Mathew Goodnow and his staff  of 
the New Paltz Rescue Squad for being present and 
ready should we have had any incidents that required 
medical attention.

We thank the town and village of New Paltz, mayor 
Tim Rogers, and town supervisor Neil Bettez. The 

town and village have co-sponsored this parade 
since its inception, giving permission to the village 
to have the parade. We are grateful for this support.

The local farmers have continued to support 
this event by donating apples from their farms. We 
thank those at Dressel Farms, Hurds Farm, Jenkins-
Leuken Farm, Minard Farms, Moriello Apple Farm, 
Tantillo’s Farm and Wright’s Farm. Their contribu-
tions are deeply appreciated.

And we wish to thank two people who make the 
parade such fun -- Dr. Lori Morris gathered the 
band of wonderful musicians who played with en-
thusiasm despite the rain. And Steve of "Esposito 
Heating and Plumbing, my ghouls and goblins” for 
driving his hearse through the darkening streets. 
Thank you both very much.

Finally, we thank everyone who came out, braved 
the rain, dressed up in creative costumes, bought 
your parents and friends, sisters and brothers and 
made this event so much fun for us all.

We are honored to be a part of this event and look 
forward to many years of co-sponsorship with all 
those who make it possible.

Geraldine Kelly
on behalf of the New Paltz Rotary Club

Proud to be a part of an eclectic 
neighborhood

Now that we’ve been up and running for a few 
weeks, we just wanted to take a minute to thank our 
fellow Main Street small business owners for off er-
ing support and making us feel welcome here. 

We would like to express sincere appreciation 
and gratitude toward B-Side Grill, Heady Teddy’s, 
Dragon’s Realm, Manny’s Art Supply, Art in Soul Tat-
too, Likwid and Twistee Cone. From the moment we 
signed the lease and got the keys, our neighbors have 
been stopping in to off er everything from supplier 
lists to small business and new owner advice. 

In these times of “what’s in it for me,” it’s so re-
freshing to feel part of an actual community with 
a “when one does good, we all do good” attitude. 
Customers mention when these businesses have 
recommended us for products or services they 
don’t off er, and we feel confi dent referring custom-
ers to those businesses as well. 

We are thrilled to be among these unique and di-
verse shops and hope to be here for many years as 
part of this eclectic and one of a kind historic neigh-
borhood.

MaryAnn Tozzi and Ana Lynn
KonTiki Trading Post of New Paltz

Hector Rodriguez should resign 
immediately

A great cornerstone of a democracy is that of 
public trust. Any free society relies heavily upon 
it. But what is public trust? It’s when members of a 
community have faith in the honor of their elected 
offi  cials. It’s when constituents can talk candidly, 
freely and truthfully about their concerns with 
someone who has been chosen to represent them. 
It’s when an offi  cial puts his or her constituents’ in-
terests at the forefront of their own.

How is public trust violated and broken? There 
are many ways, but I would like to put one at the 
very top and that would be sexual harassment. 

Sexual harassment is a grotesque corruption of 
trust and faith between an elected offi  cial and a vul-
nerable constituent who sees the representative as 
powerful and infl uential. 

Today, Ulster County Legislator Hector Rodri-
guez is without his constituents’ full faith and trust. 
He certainly has lost mine. The results of a recent 
independent investigation into the many credible 
accounts of sexual misconduct by Mr. Rodriguez 
have eroded public trust in this elected offi  cial. 
These charges are not isolated, not minor, and his 
actions are not fl ippant social faux pas, and are not 
to be disregarded. The charges reveal a pattern of 
sexual corruption over a period of years. We know 
that a small percentage of women will bravely come 



June 14, 2012  •  17  November 14, 2019 • 17  New Paltz Times 

forward to report harassment. We cannot discount 
the possibility that more women in our community 
are too hurt or intimidated to speak out.

What does this mean? I think it means this: any 
legislator not willing to censure Mr. Rodriguez is a 
partner in his misdeeds, an enabler, a bystander un-
willing to help those who are deeply wronged. Don’t 
be that, legislators. Be better. Much better. 

I urge you to censure Mr. Rodriguez or, Mr. Rodriguez, 
you can do the right thing and resign immediately.

Please speak out on this matter at the next county 
legislative session Tuesday, November 19, 7 p.m., at 
the Ulster County offi  ce building, 240 Fair Street, 
6th fl oor, Kingston.

William Wheeler Murray
New Paltz

Take a public stand

On November 19, the Ulster County Legislature 
will debate Resolution 443 that calls for the censure 
of Hector Rodriguez for sexual harassment. As a for-
mer psychologist who specialized in post-traumatic 
stress disorder recovery, here is my message to leg-
islators: Unless you have experienced trauma, you 
may not understand how denial can be re-trauma-
tizing. When someone is brave enough to come for-
ward to confront sexual harassment and abuse and 
is met with indiff erence, victim-blaming, perpetra-
tor-protecting, or doubt, she often feels abandoned 
and betrayed by the person/body that can take ac-
tion. Failing to take a formal stand appears to con-
done the behavior. 

I recognize the diffi  culty of taking a public position 
against a colleague -- perhaps even a friend -- but to 
put personal relationships above doing what’s right 
appears cowardly. I hope you have the political cour-
age to condemn Mr. Rodriguez’s misconduct. This 
will not only help the women who came forward, 
but also Mr. Rodriguez. The sooner this is dealt with, 
he can do the necessary work to make amends and 
return to working for the betterment of our commu-
nity.

Christine Dinsmore
Saugerties

Welcome Winter Expo

The third annual Welcome Winter Expo takes 
place on Thursday, November 21 from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.

The event features representatives from a variety 
of agencies that can advise on practical tips to keep 
your home warm and comfortable during the chilly 
days of winter. Learn about fi nancial incentives avail-
able for energy audits, insulation, retrofi tting and 
heat pump installations and fi nd out if you qualify. 
Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency and the 
Town of New Paltz Reuse and Recycling Center will 
be available to explain the current complexities of 
recycling -- what the heck to do with plastics.

Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) -- a program 
that is coming our way -- will bring renewable solar en-
ergy to the Town and Village of New Paltz residences 
without installing a single solar panel on your roof. 
Find out what the program will mean to you. 

Erik the reptile guy will be there with some of his 
reptilian friends to delight children and grown ups. 
Kids can learn to make reusable shopping bags out 
of old T-shirts. Door prizes and free apple cider and 
snacks will be served.

We want this to be a fun inclusive event for young 
and old. We hope it will also be instructive, helpful and 
encourage each of us to do our bit for mother earth, 
not only for ourselves but for future generations.

Jim O’Dowd
Interfaith Earth Action of New Paltz
New Paltz Climate Action Coalition

Climate Smart Communities

George Civile: May I have this 
dance?

Excuse me George Civile for tapping you on your 
virtual shoulder and request that you step away from 
your dance with Susan Slotnick to dance awhile with 
me. A longtime reader of your uber-prolifi c edito-
rial writing at the New Paltz Times, your most recent 
editorial piece, creatively weaving haircuts/prisons/
hoops and religious zealotry has piqued my personal 
interest. Even though we’ve never met, I’ve come to 
realize that our lives and personal interests, though 

viewed from diff ering perspectives, have been ex-
quisitely intertwined.

As yourself, I love to write, especially creating 
haiku, a testament to my attending the ‘Less is More 
School of Writing’. Eschewing succinctness you 
must have learned your wordsmithing at Moore’s 
Better Academy. Also I’ve more than a few years of 
‘experience’ in the NYS penal system, ‘doing time 
in eight-hour shifts’ as a counselor at Woodbourne 
Correctional [’69-’72] and volunteering in self-help 
programs at Wallkill Prison [’78-’83]. As you so gra-
ciously expressed, I must also give Ms. Slotnick ma-
jor props for her longtime dedication/service to in-
carcerated men. Finally, our ‘connection’ would not 
be fulfi lled if I did not address my lifelong love aff air 
with basketball and meld these personal experienc-
es into your discussion with Ms. Slotnick on hoops, 
prison and religious zealotry. 

Basketball pedigree. I made my bones ‘balling’ on 
the no blood-no foul asphalt courts of Mount Ver-
non. An above average player in the ‘hood, moving 
to Ulster County, I soon discovered that I was now a 
substantially bigger fi sh in this ‘smaller pond’. While 
you and I were never on the same court at the same 
time, you may be familiar with Jackie Knowles and 
Coleman Link at UCCC; Rod Chando and Joe Uhl 
in Kingston; Dino Larry, Jim Wherry, Ty Sands, Ed 
Schuster in New Paltz. And BTW, I too was a ‘recruit 
of Tony Bonagura at Wallkill Prison. 

Now where passions of hoops meet the fervor 
of organized religion. As a self-professed ‘refugee 
from Catholicism’, along the path of my search for 
a coherent, spiritual center I was befriended by 
Wilfredo, a classmate who saw my basketball talent 
and recruited me for his evangelical church’s hoop 
team. As the best player, I was an instant hit with 
the church elders and enjoying the warm welcome 
of this small congregation began regularly attend-
ing Sunday services. Several months into my “play-
ing and praying,” the pastor began pressuring me, 
fi rst gently then more aggressively to accept Jesus 
as my Lord Savior. The more he persisted, the more 
I resisted, until fi nally my buddy, Wilfredo laid out 
this ultimatum, “If you can’t accept Jesus into your 
heart, you can’t be on the team and I can’t be your 
friend.” OUCH!!! A painful recognition that religious 
zealotry had subverted our friendship.

NOW? My spiritual-self is fulfi lled in non-religious, 
gatherings of spiritual friends. Meeting to meditate 
and share of our deeper selves, we are guided by uni-
versal precepts of compassion, kindness, awareness, 
and right-minded action. Zealotry/dogmatism are 
left outside for others to battle over whose religion 
is more righteous. In closing, I’d like to thank George 
for this dance and would gladly sit down with him 
over a cup of coff ee to schmooze about how “the old-
er we get, the better we were” in our hoopdom past. 
One caveat, let’s leave religion at the door, okay?

Jim Alba
New Paltz

Love echoes on in the heart

I am feeling so much gratitude for such a beauti-
ful response to this year’s Day of the Dead/Remem-
brance Day at the New Paltz Rural Cemetery. Thank 
you to Mayor Rogers for offi  cially recognizing this 

day.
Thank you to so many local businesses:
Our fl orists: Colonial Florist, Top’s Market and 

ShopRite.
Our farm markets: Minard’s Family Farm, Dres-

sel Farms, Wallkill View Farm Market and Apple Hill 
Farm.

Our restaurants: Mexicali Blue, The Mexican 
Kitchen and Los Jalapeños. 

We so appreciate the talented musicians who add-
ed so much to the loving atmosphere: John Steff ens, 
Dylan and Tom Foley, Steve O’Shea, Howie Leibo-
vitch, David Peters, Evelyn Schneider and Pam Wig-
gins.

Thank you to all who attended and to all who sent 
their messages of support...and our support for each 
other continues...Love like a beautiful song echoes 
on in the heart even when the last note is silent. 

Pattie Steff ens
New Paltz

Judge Bacon thanks you
for your support

Thank you to all the voters who came out to exer-
cise a critical function of our democracy that many 
have given their lives to protect. Thank you espe-
cially to those who put their trust in me with their 
vote and for their letters of support. The coming 
years will see implementation of the Criminal Jus-
tice Reform Act and the Housing Stability and Ten-
ant Protection Act which bring substantive changes 
in the law and present logistical challenges to both 
the defense and prosecution of criminal and civil 
matters. New Paltz is served by an excellent, accom-
modating and professional staff  of court clerks and 
court offi  cers who are all up to the task and we will 
continue to strive to provide services that promote 
public safety and the welfare of the Village and Town 
of New Paltz. Thank you.

Jim Bacon
New Paltz

Problem solving redux

I recently watched a news report on the anti-police 
protest demonstration in Brooklyn. Ostensibly, the 
demonstrators were protesting the New York City 
policy (since changed) of prosecuting people who 
entered the subways and avoided paying the fare by 
jumping the turnstiles. However, from the chants 
of the protesters “How do you spell racist....NYPD” 
and “No justice no peace... F***the police,” it is obvi-
ous that those protesting were simply hostile to the 
“racist” NYPD, whose offi  cers are mostly members 
of minority communities. When the news report 
displayed AOC’s tweet -- in which she supported the 
protesters without reservations -- I decided (without 
solicitation) to resubmit the following parody about 
AOC in order to lower my blood pressure: I’d like to 
think that William Weinstein, Tom Cherwin and Pe-
ter V Fiorentino would echo the words of former PO-
TUS Obama and say, George, “It was the right thing 
to do.”

After hearing AOC’s views of the Brooklyn protest 
against the NYPD, Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer 
called an emergency meeting of Democrat leaders 

In Remembrance
Karen Faulding Sorlie

2/6/66  to  11/15/18

It’s been a year since the Lord thought it right for you to go to heaven. You’re loved and missed 
deeply every day… Your memory is a gift, a keepsake from which we’ll never part.

God may have you in his arms, but we’ll always have you in our hearts… you’re the best sweetie!!!!

Love you always, my dear...

Your hubby John, and all our families
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to discuss Ms Cortez’s impact on the party’s future. 
The following (to be sung to the tune of “How Do 
You Solve a Problem Like Maria” from the Sound of 
Music) is a record of the meeting:

(Nancy Pelosi begins the meeting)

She’s really kind she speaks her mind she makes
the far left glad
Her thoughts are simply so naive they make
Ka-ma-la mad
she says the NYPD’s racist and makes us
look so bad

I think she’s not an asset to the Party!

( Chuck Schumer now speaks) 

She’s on the news spouting views; her views
they sound so wrong 
she’s moving farther to the left with her 
sweet siren song
I hate to have to say it but don’t think
that I am wrong

AOC’s not an asset to the Party!

Bernie off ered these words in her...defense:
“She doesn’t like...Mike Pence!”

(Nancy and Chuck sing together alternating vers-
es) 

How do you solve a problem like AOC? 
How do you count the fi shes in the sea? 

What is a phrase that would describe AOC?
“She’s a butterfl y that stings just like a bee”

It doesn’t matter...what you try to tell her 
there’s little that she seems to understand 
her attacks drove Am-a-zon away 
when Cuomo wanted them to stay 
she turned a Royal Flush into a losing hand 
Oh how do you solve a problem like Ocasio?

How do you turn a diamond into sand? 

She makes Booker so confused 
she makes Gillibrand bemused 
she gets Warren very nervous and upset 
makes Mike Bloomberg look real “woke” 
and gives Biden’s backers hope 
she makes Rodham think that she’s not done quite 

yet 

She’s 29 and knows it all 
she wants capitalism to fall 
she turned victory to loss when it was won 
She’s a mensch! She is bad! 
she is brilliant! she is mad! 
She’s progressive! She’s a socialist! 
She’s a girl! 

How do you solve a problem like AOC? 
How do you count the fi shes in the sea? 
What is a phrase that would describe AOC?
“She’s a butterfl y that stings just like a bee”

How do you solve a problem like AOC? 
How do you tell the girl she’s gone too far? 
her teeth are so pearly white 
her smile’s a pure delight 
she’s turned into a media superstar 
Oh how do you solve a problem like AOC? 

How do you fi t the ocean in a jar?
George Civile

Gardiner

FLORENCE “FLOSSY” M. OTIS
Florence “Flossy” M. Otis 76, of New Paltz, passed away peacefully, surrounded by her 
loving family, on Thursday, November 7, 2019, at Vassar Brothers Medical Center of 
Poughkeepsie, NY.  

Born April 29, 1943 in Sussex, New Jersey, she was the daughter of the late John and Vivian 
(Casterlin) Ferris. She grew up on a dairy farm in Westtown, New York and had her own 
horse named Hans, whom she adored.

Flo married Donald Raymond Otis on September 19, 1985 at their home in New Paltz NY. 
They had nearly 34 years together until his passing on August 26, 2019.  

Although she originally studied English, her dream of caring for others came true when 
she became a Licensed Practical Nurse in 1969. Flo worked at Hyde Park Nursing Home 
and Hudson Valley Nursing Home. She loved being a nurse.

Flo’s interests were varied and included crafts such as scrapbooking, stamping, genealogy 
and quilting. She enjoyed relaxing in her hammock or by the pool, and spending time with 
family and friends. She loved all animals, especially her beagle, Bunny, who ruled the roost.

Survivors include her children, Lisa Otis of New Paltz, Kevin Charles Harp of New Paltz, Andrew Otis of Ardsley, William 
Otis of New Paltz, and Nancy Otis and her husband, Shawn Halbijohn of Gardiner; eight grandchildren, Caroline Converse of 
Troy, Sharon Otis of New Paltz, Desiree Otis of Pinedale, WY, Timothy Otis and fiancé Sarah LaLumiere of Kerhonkson, Tia 
Halbijohn of Gardiner, Luella Otis of Ardsley, Madison and Kaden Harp of New Paltz;  three great grandchildren, Penelope, 
Hudson, and Lila; and her beloved dog, Bunny. 

In addition to her parents and husband, Don, she was predeceased by her brothers, Wesley Ferris and Roger J. Ferris.

Friends may call on Thursday, November 14, 2019 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home, 162 South Putt 
Corners Road, New Paltz, New York.

On Friday, November 15, 2019, from 10 to 11 a.m. at the funeral home, friends may call again. A Funeral Service, officiated by 
Pastor Tobias of the Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, will begin at 11 a.m.

Procession to the Rosendale Plains Cemetery, Springtown Road in Tillson will follow, where Flo will be laid to rest alongside 
her husband, Don.  

The family wishes to thank Dr. Lucchesi and her staff, Dr. Waheed and his staff, and her caregivers Dina, Irena, and Sarah for 
the extraordinary care and compassion they showed Flo.

The family suggests that in lieu of flowers, donations be made in Flo’s name to the Ulster County SPCA, 20 Wiedy Road, 
Kingston, NY 12401.

Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist Flo’s family with the arrangements.

DOROTHY CATHERINE SIO 
Our mother, Dorothy Catherine Sio, passed away at the age of 93 on November 
10, 2019.  She went quietly, surrounded by family in New Paltz, NY. She was pre-
deceased by Arnold Sio, her husband of 62 years.  Before moving to New Paltz, 
Dorothy and Arnie lived in Hamilton, NY for 56 years. Dorothy was born on July 
25, 1926 in Chicago, IL to Edward and Emma Pfaff, and graduated from Woodrow 
Wilson Junior College. 

Our mother was a gifted potter and watercolorist and spent many summers attend-
ing Haystack Mountain School of Crafts on Deer Island, Maine.  She also studied 
at Munson Williams Proctor Institute, Art Institute of Jamaica and Colgate Univer-
sity. Dorothy’s artwork is a prized possession among family members and friends.

Dorothy was committed to The League of Women Voters, Meals on Wheels, In-
terfaith Sunday School and the Chenango Nursery School.  She was a long-time 
yoga practitioner and avid gardener. As appreciators of art, music and nature, our 
parents enjoyed together the programs at Colgate University and Rogers Environ-
mental Education Center.  

Although active in the community, Dorothy’s main focus was supporting her hus-
band, children and our grandparents.  Sunday dinners were large and delicious, as 
Dorothy was a tremendous cook. 

Our parents placed importance on teaching tolerance and an appreciation of diversity, particularly through travel.  As a fami-
ly we lived in England and Jamaica and our parents traveled extensively to India, the Caribbean, Europe and the US Southeast 
and Southwest.  For decades they spent their summers on the rural coast of Maine in an off-grid house -“Anchorhold” was the 
center of many family gatherings. Wherever they were, our parents held strictly to the ritual of tea precisely at 3:30.  Friends 
knew if they showed up then, they would be welcomed by a hot cup of tea and a cookie.

Our mother was welcoming to all and will be remembered for her gentle smile, caring hugs and curiosity about others and 
the world.  As a quiet but keen observer of human nature, she rarely uttered an unfriendly word; when she did, you knew she 
was telling it like it was.  

She is survived by 4 children Kevin Sio (Elizabeth), Hilary Sio, Carter Sio (Erin), Julie Colbath (Clay); 8 grandchildren 
Tobin, Benjamin and Carson Sio, Dylan and Emma Sio, Willa Sio-Cody and Baxter and Lydia Colbath; and great grandchild 
Rosemarie Sio. 

We ask that when you think of Dorothy, do something kind and generous in her name.  It’s what she would want. Please 
consider a donation to one of the following: Wallkill Valley Land Trust (New Paltz, NY), Downeast Coastal Conservancy 
(Machias, ME), or The Center Pole/Crow Indian Reservation (Garryowen, MT).

Here’s to a life well lived! See you on the other side…

Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist the family with the arrangements.  Online condolences may be left 
for the family of Dorothy by visiting www.copelandhammerl.com
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 12 Tannery LLC. 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 9/24/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
Jonathan Retseck & 
Emily Rothschild, 5 
Old Sawmill Road, 
Saugerties, NY 12477. 
Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
BEUF PROPERTIES 
LLC, Arts. of Org. 
fi led with the SSNY on 
09/27/2019. Offi  ce loc: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against the 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: Melinda Beuf, 
962 North Mountain 
Road, Gardner, NY 
12525. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):  
66 S CHESTNUT 
WEST LLC Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on Octo-
ber 2, 2019
Offi  ce location:  Ul-
ster County.  SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to:  David Schwartz, 
20 Sparrowbush 
Road, Mahwah, NJ  
07430.  Purpose:  Any 
lawful activities. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):
Hudson River Valley 
Properties Real Es-
tate LLC Articles of 
Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
October 1, 
2019. Offi  ce location: 
Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Maria Fergu-
son, Hudson River 
Valley Properties Real 
Estate LLC 211 Main 
Street, Suite 103, New 
Paltz, NY 12561. Pur-

pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Earthship LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led in the De-
partment of State of 
New York on October 
8, 2019.
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County
Principal Business 
Location: Ulster 
County, New York 
Purpose:  Any and all 
lawful business activi-
ties
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Earthship LLC– 275 
West 96th Street, Unit 
5R, New York, New 
York 10025

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of CSSCSC LLC, Art. 
of Org. fi led w/Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY)
10/01/ 2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Greene Co., 
NY.; SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
c/o Graff  Law LLC, 78 
Main
St., PO Box 4148, 
Kingston, NY 12402. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SUB-
STANCE OF 
SAMCAKES LLC 
The Articles of Or-
ganization of SAM-
CAKES LLC were fi led 
on August 15, 2019, 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY). This Limited 
Liability Company 
(LLC) has an offi  ce in 
Ulster County, New 
York. The SSNY is 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. The SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
the process to 267 
Milton Turnpike, Mil-
ton, New York 12547. 
In addition to the 
events of dissolution 
set forth in Section 
701 of the Limited Li-
ability Company Law 
(LLCL), the company 
does not have a spe-
cifi c date of dissolu-
tion. The purpose 
of the company is to 
engage in any law-
ful act or activity for 

which an LLC may be 
organized under the 
LLCL. The Articles 
of Organization were 
subscribed to by Glen 
L. Heller, Esq., Or-
ganizer, Drake Loeb 
PLLC, 555 Hudson 
Valley Avenue, Suite 
100, New Windsor, 
New York 12553.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Cuney Ranch Hold-
ings LLC, Art. of Org. 
fi led w/Sec. of State of 
NY
(SSNY) 10/01/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
Co., NY.; SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of 
process c/o the Com-
pany, 35 Riverview, 
Port Ewen, New York 
12466. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY
Notice is hereby given 
that EHTS FANELLI 
LLC, a limited liabil-
ity company, fi led Ar-
ticles of Organization 
with the Secretary of 
State on September 
27, 2019. The prin-
cipal offi  ce is in the 
Town of Plattekill, 
County of Ulster,State 
of New York and the 
Secretary of State was 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. The address 
to which the Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
a copy of process is: 
451 Crescent Avenue, 
Highland, New York 
12528. The purpose 
of the company is to 
engage in any lawful 
activity for which a 
company may be or-
ganized under § 206 
of the Limited Liabil-
ity Company Act.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LLC
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF Doyle H.R. 
Consulting LLC.  Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
10/25/2019.  Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. The Post Of-
fi ce address to which 
the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC 
served upon him is 
P.O. Box 41, Esopus, 
NY 12561. Purpose of 
LLC: To engage in any 

and all business activ-
ities permitted under 
the laws of the State 
of New York. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
OF VRL COMPUTER 
P R O G R A M M I N G , 
LLC Art. of Org. fi led 
with Sec. of State 
10/25/2019. Off . loc.in 
Ulster CO. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of process VICTO-
RIA R. LUNDGREN, 
80 HUNT ROAD, 
WALLKILL, NY 12589. 
Any lawful business. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Hudson Val-
ley Mobile Dumpsters 
LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led in the De-
partment of State of 
New York on July 17, 
2019.
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County
Principal Business 
Location: Ulster 
County, New York 
Purpose:  Any and all 
lawful business activi-
ties
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Hudson Valley Mo-
bile Dumpsters LLC 
– 613 Abeel Street, 
Kingston, New York 
12401 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of: Forest Air Heating 
& Cooling LLC. Arts 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 10/17/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the domestic 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to the LLC, 134 
South Street, Marl-
boro, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 3537 RT 9W, LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/23/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
Stephen Lawrence, 
218 Dupont Ave, New-

burgh, NY 12550. Pur-
pose: any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of 10 N. Chestnut 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/25/2019. Of-
fi ce Location  85 So 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Mari and Ko Bou-
tique LLC.
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with NYS 
Dept. of State (SSNY) 
on 10/21/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County at 263 Tuck-
ers corners Rd, High-
land, NY 12528.
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
may be served.
SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process 
to: 263 Tuckers Cor-
ners Rd, Highland, 
New York 12528.
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

 LEGAL NOTICE
T & K 225 PROPER-
TIESLLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 10/23/19. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 225 Downs 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of E.M. Vintage House 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/5/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, 3 Maple 
Ave, St 3, Highland, 
NY 12528. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
SPIEGEL PROPER-
TIES, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 11/12/2019. 
Offi  ce: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 46 Haes-
sig Glen Rd. Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
VILLAGE OF NEW 
PALTZ AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING BOARD
NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING OF THE 
AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING BOARD
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE, that the meet-
ing of the Aff ordable 
Housing Board will 
have a Special Meet-
ing to be held on 
Monday, November 
18, 2019 at 6:00 PM. 
Said meeting will take 
place at Village Hall 
located at 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz, 
New York in the large 
meeting room.
BY ORDER OF THE 
AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING BOARD
OF THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW PALTZ
Alana Sawchuk, Sec-
retary

E pluribus 
unum
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Hudson Valley One is the one-stop shop for 
content from all Ulster Publishing newspapers, 
including New Paltz Times, Woodstock Times, 
Kingston Times, Saugerties Times and 
Almanac Weekly. 

Check it out at hudsonvalleyone.com. 
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more 
than

expected
holiday travel 

savings now and 
throughout the year

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

add a
new choice advantages 

 

Savings at participating retail 
stores, gas and dining gift cards, 
concerts, sports events, theater 

tickets and so much more.

to learn more visit
advantage.salisburybank.info, 

any of our branches, or call  
Customer Support at 860.596.2444

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Shop-Local Extravaganza!
SHOP LOCAL AND WIN!!!
Send us a picture of you shopping local or a copy of your receipt from one of our 

participating local advertisers and be entered to WIN a $50 Gift Certificate!!!

Participating stores include:
Bare Furniture • Catskill Rose • Chops • Crafts People • Early Terrible 

Emerson • Gilded Carriage • Glo Spa • Handmade • Health & Nutrition Center 

Isabella’s • Mud Club • The Nest Egg • Paradise Emporium  

PopCulture Collectibles •Town & Country Liquors • Wallkill View Farm 

The Wine Hutch • Woodstock Art Exchange • Woodstock Golf Club 

 Woodstock Healing Arts

And many more still joining the Shop Local Extravaganza!!!!!  

Many winners each week between now and the end of the year. 

You can enter each week!!!

Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com

Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

Text: 845-332-0175

Include name and contact information!

Thank you for shopping local!

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM


