
KINGSTON TIMES
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2019
VOLUME 14; ISSUE 47
ULSTER PUBLISHING, INC.
WWW.HUDSONVALLEYONE.COM
ONE DOLLAR FIFTY CENTS

Surrealism nowSurrealism now
Kingston artist 
Jan Harrison 
wins 
major prize

ART > 6

Rock solid?Rock solid?
Callanan resumes blasting 
in East Kingston vicinity

TOWN OF ULSTER > 3

CensuredCensured
Legislature 
rebukes 
Rodriguez

COUNTY > 4

SPEND SPEND 
TIMETIME

WISELYWISELY
with

Almanac
Weekly

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 9)

(continued on page 2)

FACES OF KINGSTON
Morgan Y. Evans

ELECTION 2019

The waiting is 
the hardest part
Counting of absentee ballots begins; 
Dems hold on to 12-11 county 
legislature majority  BY JESSE J. SMITH

D
emocrats appeared poised 
to maintain their single-vote 
majority in the Ulster County 
Legislature next year after a 
count of absentee ballots failed 

to upend Election Night results. Mean-
while, with the absentee count complete 
in three of the county’s 23 legislative dis-
tricts on Wednesday, Republican district DAN BARTON

John Parete.
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Brian Cahill.

DOWNTOWN

Fatal fall
Woman, 20, killed 
in slip from cliff 
during nighttime 
hike  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A 
nighttime caving expedi-
tion at Hasbrouck Park took a 
horrific turn on Monday when 
a SUNY New Paltz student 
slipped off the edge of a cliff 

and fell nearly 200 feet to her death. Bad 
weather and treacherous terrain forced 
city firefighters to wait until morning 
before carrying out a grueling and risky 
recovery operation.

On Tuesday, officials at SUNY New 
Paltz identified the victim as Katherine 
Vollmer, a 20 year-old visual arts major 
who’d transferred to the school in Sep-
tember from Monroe Community College. 
According to Kingston police, Vollmer was 
part of a student club for hiking and caving 
enthusiasts. On Monday, ten members of 
the group embarked on an unsanctioned 
expedition to old cement caves and trails 
in upper Hasbrouck Park. The group en-
tered the park around 6:30 p.m. Police say 
the group became lost and were trying to 
return to their vehicles when they came up 
to the cliff face. The area where the group 
became lost is extremely rugged. A hard 
rain was falling making for slippery condi-
tion and visibility was near zero when the 
group found themselves on the cliff face.

“They ended up in a very precarious 
position,” said Kingston Police Lieutenant 
Thierry Croizer. “Just a very bad spot.” 

 Police believe the group was attempt-
ing to turn round and backtrack around 
9:50 p.m. when Vollmer lost her footing 
and slid off the edge of the cliff. Vollmer 

MaryAnna Fitzgerald

T
his week in Faces of Kingston it was a pleasure to catch 
up with local MaryAnna Fitzgerald, an old friend. She has just opened 
Uptown Hair Studio and uses low-tox hair color and all-natural hair 
products. Additionally, MaryAnna is a warm, intelligent and welcome 

part of the community who has seen many different sides to the local towns 
and cities over the years. It was nice to ask her to look back on some of that 
from the reflective stand point of adulthood, as well as ask what currently 
intrigues her about Kingston. 

Morgan Y. Evans: You have a lot of history with the area. I knew you mostly 
from Woodstock adventures at first but you’ve lived lots of places. When did PHOTO PROVIDED

MaryAnna Fitzgerald.

PHYLLIS McCABE

JULIUS SQUEEZER, A PARTIALLY ALBINO BURMESE PYTHON, was the main attraction at Bruce Lowder’s Animal 

Encounters-Amazing Reptiles program at the Kingston Library on Saturday. Here, Lowder lets children and adults touch Julius 

end of the program. Other reptiles presented were a blue-tongue skink, a bearded dragon lizard, a red tegu lizard, a snapping 

turtle, a baby alligator and a California king snake.

Hail Squeezer!
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Back on the docket
Judge says parts of jail CO’s suit against county 
can proceed  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A 
federal appeals court has reinstat-
ed portions of a lawsuit by five black Ulster 
County sheriff ’s corrections officers who 
say they were subjected to racist language 
and abuse by co-workers and supervisors 

while working at the county jail in years past. The 
ruling clears the way for a jury trial in the case. Mean-
while, current Sheriff Juan Figueroa said he’s taken 
a number of steps to increase diversity and prevent 
further discrimination lawsuits.

The plaintiffs — Norman L. James, Tyrone Brod-
head, Alphonso A. Lacey, Pamela Lancaster and 
Timothy Ross — are all current or former corrections 
officers at the Ulster County Jail. The incidents de-
scribed in court filings occurred in 2007-2008 and 
2014-2015, prior to Figueroa’s 2018 election. The 
lawsuit alleges that prior sheriffs oversaw a “hostile 
work environment” at the jail, citing a dozen instances 
racist remarks by both rank and file co-workers and 
supervisors. The allegations include that a Sheriff ’s 
K-9 was dubbed “Mandingo Hunter” while one black 
officer was referred to as “Buckwheat” and another 
as “colored girl.” The lawsuit also alleges that county 
officials were aware of at least some of the incidents 
and did nothing to address them.

The lawsuit was first filed in 2016. The original suit 
also alleged that black corrections officers had faced 
discrimination in promotions and were disciplined 
more harshly than white peers for similar offenses.

In 2018, a judge in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of New York dismissed the case. 
Earlier this month, however, the Second Circuit of 

the U.S. Court of Appeals reinstated portions of the 
case dealing with the “hostile work environment” 
allegations.

The ruling means that a jury 
could decide whether the officers 
were subjected to hostile working 
condition and whether county 
officials knew of the incidents and 
failed to act.

Attorneys Nathanial Charny of 
the Rhinebeck-based firm Charny 
and Wheeler and Steve Bergstein 
of New Paltz’s Bergstein and Ull-
rich are representing the officers. 
Bergstein said this week no date 
had been set for a jury trial, but 
added that he anticipated meeting 
with opposing counsel to discuss a 
possible settlement.

“In the normal course of things, 
when you have a case ready for trial, 
everybody talks settlement,” said Bergstein. “It’s part 
of the process.”

Not the first litigation
The current lawsuit against the jail is at least 

the second alleging discrimination and a hostile 
work environment. In 2009, five female corrections 
officers sued the county in federal court claiming 
that they were denied promotions and choice as-
signments on the basis of their sex and subjected to 
lewd and demeaning comments. Two of the women 

were awarded monetary damages; another’s case 
was dismissed after she was promoted and two saw 
their claims dismissed.

In his 2018 campaign to unseat incumbent Sheriff 
Paul VanBlarcum, Figueroa promised reforms at the 
jail aimed at cracking down on discrimination and 
increasing diversity.

Since taking office, Figueroa has hired or promoted 
a number of female and minority personnel, including 
Jerome Johnson, the office’s first African-American jail 
superintendent, and Margaret Waage, who became the 
department’s first female detective sergeant. 

“Increasing diversity was some-
thing I said I was going to do,” said 
Figueroa, a retired state trooper and 
U.S. Marine who is of Puerto Rican 
descent. “And I think it did change 
the climate around the office.” 

Figueroa added that a de-
partment member was currently 
attending Cornell University’s 
School of Industrial and Labor 
Relations for certification as an 
equal employment opportunity 
officer. When this person com-
pletes coursework later this year, 
they will return to the sheriff ’s 
office with a mandate to develop 
an equal opportunity employment 
policy and train other department 
members in the field. The officer 

will also create a new conduit for complaints about 
workplace discrimination. Previously, those com-
plaints were routed to the county’s personnel office.

Figueroa, who declined to comment on the current 
lawsuit, citing the ongoing nature of the litigation, said 
he hopes the reforms will prevent future court actions. 
“You have to have the policies in place so that when 
these things occur you can get them looked at, get 
them mediated and get them settled,” said Figueroa. 
“When you see lawsuits it’s usually because things 
have been left to linger.”

THE ALLEGATIONS 
INCLUDE THAT A 
SHERIFF’S K-9 WAS 
DUBBED ‘MANDINGO 
HUNTER’ WHILE ONE 
BLACK OFFICER 
WAS REFERRED TO 
AS ‘BUCKWHEAT’ 
AND ANOTHER AS 
‘COLORED GIRL.’

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

fell nearly 200 feet before landing in a cave further 
down the escarpment. A member of the group called 
911 and Kingston police and firefighters responded.

Kingston Fire Chief Mark Brown said Tuesday 
that 13 city firefighters, including members of the 
department’s rope rescue team, responded to the 
incident. Brown said that he and other members of 
the ropes team spent nearly three hours struggling 
in slick conditions and zero visibility Monday night 
trying to reach Vollmer’s body by making their way 
through caves above the site.

“It was so slick, so dangerous it’s a miracle none 
of us got hurt trying to get down there,” said Brown.

By 1 a.m., firefighters had gotten a visual on Vol-
lmer’s body, and concluded that she was dead. With 

pouring rain and steep terrain making the recovery 
effort increasingly risky, Brown said that firefighters 
reluctantly decided to call off the operation until 
daylight.

“That wasn’t a decision anyone wanted to make,” 
said Brown. “But continuing at that point would have 
put numerous people in danger.”

On Tuesday morning, said Brown, the rope rescue 
team returned to the site, now coated with a layer of 
wet snow, and resumed the recovery operation. Brown 
said team members followed a narrow sloping gorge 
choked with fallen trees and rocks until they reached 
a point about 100 feet above where Vollmer’s body 
lay. Firefighters struggled to set up equipment in 
a constricted space, allowing two members of the 
rope team to rappel down the cliff face and recover 
Vollmer’s body.

Fatal fall
Continued from Page 1

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
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PHYLLIS McCABE

Nuts about shells
THERE WAS A TRIVIA FUNDRAISER at Keegan Ales on Sunday to benefi t the J. Watson Bailey Parent 

Booster Club. Here sixth-graders Ian Spotts, 11 and a saxophone player, and Sean Henn, 11 and a trumpet 

player, enjoy some refreshments before the contest begins.

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is changing, but 
local, on-the-ground, fact-checked jour-
nalism is needed now more than ever. We 
believe it’s important for the entire com-
munity, regardless of economic position, 
to have access to the local news that im-
pacts their lives most. That’s why we don’t 
place our online content behind a paywall. 
But good, local journalism costs money to 
produce. That’s where you come in. We’re 
asking our online readers: If you value 
what we do, please consider making a 
contribution. Your help will ensure inde-
pendent, locally owned journalism will 
continue to thrive in your community. 
You’ll also receive a complimentary e-sub-
scription and be entered to win tickets to 
the best local events. 
For more: hudsonvalleyone.com/support 

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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SHOP
LOCAL

& 
WIN!!!

WIN a $50 Gift Certificate to:

Bare Furniture
Catskill Rose

Center for Therapeutic Massage
Chops

Crafts People
Crystal Connections

Early Terrible
Emerson

Gilded Carriage
Glo Spa

Handmade
Health & Nutrition Center
Historic Red Hook Diner

Isabella’s
Movita Dance

Mudd Club
The Nest Egg

October Country
Oriole 9

Paradise Emporium
    Pilates of New Paltz

PopCulture Collectibles
Postmark Books

The Pub
Rosendale WaxWorks Candles & Soaps

  Scarborough Fare
Story’s Nursery

Town & Country Liquors
Wallkill View Farm

The Wine Hutch
Woodstock Art Exchange

Woodstock Golf Club
Woodstock Healing Arts

And many more still joining the 
Shop Local Extravaganza!!!!!  

Send us a picture of you shopping 

local or a copy of your receipt.

Many winners each week between 
now and the end of the year. 

You can enter 
each week!!!

Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com

Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

Text: 845-332-0175

Include name and contact 

information!

Thank you for
shopping local!

Friends helping friends

PHYLLIS McCABE

MEMBERS OF THE 91ST SOJOURNERS-BPSA of Kingston made dog toys and created climbing struc-

tures for cats out of cardboard at the UCSPCA shelter in the Town of Ulster on Saturday.

Jimminy Peak
Over 35 Years Experience

Full Chimney Service
Installation of 

Chimneys
Stainless Steel 

Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

845-338-0704

Rock solid?
Callanan resumes blasting work in East Kingston  BY CRISPIN KOTT

After determining that a large 
boulder sitting roughly 200 feet above 
Main Street in East Kingston is unlikely 
to move, Callanan Industries has resumed 
blasting operations. According to Ulster 

Town Supervisor James Quigley III, the company ap-
plied around 300 tons of pressure on the boulder in 
an attempt to move it. When the 20-by-40-foot rock 
didn’t budge, it was deemed less of a safety risk than 
previously believed.

A rockslide on July 25 was followed by a minor 
slide two weeks later at Callanan’s East Kingston 
quarry site. At the time, Quigley said that the pair of 
rockslides appeared to have been caused by the collapse 
of a cement mine opening created in the late 1800s, 
and weren’t related to blasting. Callanan suspended 
all blasting at noon on Aug. 12 as it looked into the 
safety and stability of the slopes on the east face of the 
mountain overlooking Main Street.

One day after the smaller slide, concrete barriers 
were placed on the west side of Main Street as a pre-
cautionary measure to prevent rocks from falling onto 
or crossing the road while studies were being done 
by geotechnical consultants hired by Callanan. The 
barriers were later augmented by metal dumpsters 
filled with stone as a further blockade against falling 
rock. The East Kingston quarry is one of several across 
the state being mined by Albany-based Callanan In-
dustries, which trades in paving materials, concrete 
and other aggregates.

On Sept. 9, Quigley declared a state of emergency, 
which allowed Callanan to begin construction of a wall 
300 feet long without having to go through standard 
municipal approval procedures. With the wall in place, 
Callanan began investigating the possible removal of 

the boulder, with Vibra-Tech Engineers, a Hazelton, 
Pa.-based company with offices in Newburgh that 
specializes in vibration services and structural dynamic 
engineering, monitoring the site.

“They had their contractors in and they put the 300 
tons-plus pressure using pneumatic lifting devices on 
three sides of the stone and it didn’t move,” Quigley 
said. “So that indicates the stone is pretty solid from 
a movement point of view. It appears that the safety 
precautions that were put in place have been completed 
and the rock is not moving, so they went back to work.”

In August, Quigley said because of the long history 
of mining in the Callanan quarry, the mountain was 
unstable. 

“The inside of that mountain is a warren of large 
empty rooms from when they mined the cement out 
of there, and those rooms are collapsing,” he said. 
“[People are] going to debate the cause of the collapse, 
but regardless of the debate, Mother Nature is going 
to reclaim that mountain and those rooms and those 
caves are going to collapse. It’s just a matter of when 
a matter of when, and I think there’s evidence on the 
mountain face facing East Kingston, that these rock 
slides have been occurring and these cave collapses 
have been occurring for a very long time.”

On Tuesday, he said that assessment has not 
changed, but that Callanan’s resumption of blasting 
operations are happening more than a half-mile away.

“Callanan is blasting almost up behind Walmart 
[on Frank Sottile Boulevard], which is close to 3,000 
feet away. And based upon the scientific evidence I’ve 
received, that blasting and that activity should not 
materially impact what’s going on inside the mountain.”

Callanan Industries did not respond to an attempt 
to seek comment.

TOWN OF ULSTER

SUBSCRIBE Save up to 40% when you subscribe to Woodstock 
Times, New Paltz Times, Saugerties Times or Kingston 
Times; each comes with Almanac Weekly. 

845-334-8200
SUBSCRIBE@ULSTERPUBLISHING.COM
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BRIEFLY NOTED

Kingston Times (USPS# 25157) is published weekly 
52 times a year by Ulster Publishing Co., Inc., 322 
Wall St., Kingston, NY 12401-3820. Periodicals 
Postage Paid at Kingston, NY. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to Kingston Times, PO Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402-3329. Subscriptions are $45 
per year in county, $40 senior citizen rate, $50 
out of county; e-subscriptions are $25 per year. 
Kingston Times is distributed at $1.50 per copy at 
Kingston area newsstands. For additional copies and 
information call 845.334.8200, fax: 845.334.8202: 
email; kingstontimes@gmail.com; or got to hud-
sonvalleyone.com/subscribe.

Grannies Respond at 
Old Dutch tonight

The organization Grannies 
Respond/Abuelas Responden 
will be at Old Dutch Church, 272 
Wall St., this Thursday, Nov. 21 at 
6:30 p.m. for a conversation and 
a presentation of the documenta-
ry “From Beacon to the Border.”

The documentary showcas-
es the journey of the Grannies 
Respond/Abuelas Responden 

caravan to McAllen, Texas. This 
journey was in response to the 
news of children and families 
being separated and incarcerated 
during the 2018 Zero Tolerance 
policy. The event also includes a 
Q&A session with the fi lmmaker, 
Andrea Garbarini. Granny Valerie 
Carlisle will give us an update on 
the work being done with asylum 
seekers. Sharai Martínez, who 
is a member of International Am-
nesty, will speak on policy change 
and her very own personal story 
of having her father on the verge 
of deportation. Elana Michelson, 

of Ulster Immigrant Defense Net-
work will speak on further actions 
that can be taken to help the 
undocumented immigrants living 
in our own communities.

Free beverages and Latin Food 
included.

For more information, call Anto-
nio at (845) 303-6084, ext. 1420 
or (845) 901-4481 or antonio@
radiokingston.org or visit the 
Mochilero’s Facebook page.

Ulster Hose names slate
Ulster Hose Co. No. 5 recently 

held their annual elections for 

the company’s 2020 fi rematic 
offi cers. The results were: Chief 
Shawn Heppner; 1st Asst. Chief 
John Kelly; 2nd Asst. Chief 
Matt Molinaro; 3rd Asst. Chief 
Rich Quigley Jr.; Captain Ka-
reem Washington; Captain Eric 
Molinaro; Lt. Joe Killian; Lt. Don 
Fredericks; Lt. Jeff Heppner; Lt. 
Tim Quigley; Lt. Mike Fitzgerald 
Jr.; Lt. Nate Gray; Lt. Will Gray; 
and Lt. Brad Boyd

UCAC names two to board
Ulster County Community 

Action Committee, Inc. an Ulster 

County not-for-profi t dedicated to 
assisting disadvantaged people 
including the poor, the elderly, 
families, children and people 
with disabilities since 1965, 
announced that Sylvia Donaldson 
has been added to its board of 
directors, replacing Larry Kith-
cart. In addition, Rosalinda Perez 
was elected to serve as board 
treasurer.

Health public 
hearing Monday 

The state legislature will spon-
sor a joint public hearing on the 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Censure
County Legislature condemns Rodriguez  BY CHRISTINA COULTER

F
or the first time in 
its history, the Ulster 
County Legislature vot-
ed to condemn one 
of its own, New Paltz 

Democrat Hector Rodriguez, for 
sexual harassment and predatory 
behavior. Rodriguez’s expression-
less face loomed over the room, 
projected onto a wall by a too-close 
webcam that he used to Skype 
into the meeting, while legisla-
tors voted 17-5 for his censure. 
His screen went black during the 
voting; Rodriguez abstained from 
the vote and made no comment. 

Rodriguez was still able to 
vote on other resolutions at the 
meeting, and will be able to do so 
until his term expires on Dec. 31.

Rodriguez had been minority 
leader for 16 years, and was consid-
ering a run for the chairmanship of 
the body when Democrats captured 
the legislature following Legislator 
Joe Maloney’s decision to cross the 
aisle and caucus with them. 

But that was before allegations 
regarding his conduct were pub-
licized. In January, he removed 
his name from consideration for 
the position. 

On Jan. 30, deputy mayor 
KT Tobin of New Paltz and other 
community leaders held a meeting 
with Rodriguez to address what 
were multiplying stories of his 
inappropriate interactions with 
women via text message and in 
person. Women affected were in-
volved in political organizations such as Citizen Action 
and in the larger political sphere of Ulster County. 
Shortly afterward, he announced in February that he 
was not seeking re-election.

Later, a county-commissioned report stated that 

an investigation by an Albany law firm found the 
longtime New Paltz legislator was likely guilty of 
sexually harassing women and other misconduct. 
The Albany law firm’s work involved interviews with 
Tobin, three county legislators, seven women who had 
found Rodriguez’ attentions troubling or harassing 
and with one other individual who later asked not to 
be a part of any report. 

 ‘An abuse of power and trust’
Fourteen people spoke to the legislature in favor 

of the censure, including Village of New Paltz trustees 
William Murray and Julie Seyfert-Lillis and legisla-
tors-elect Peter Criswell of Abe Uchitelle of Kingston.

“This should be easy,” said Rachel Labare of New 
Paltz Democratic Women. “In the future, when this 
happens again, because it will happen again, I hope 
you guys have a better sexual harassment policy, a 
more streamlined procedure and that there’s more 
courage in this room.”

“His actions were part of a pattern,” said Joanne 
Myers of Kingston, who said that she was one of the 
women interviewed in the investigation. “Sexual ha-
rassment is an abuse of power and trust. Please send 
a positive, although belated, message.”

“I was sexually harassed by Hector in 2017,” said 
Oriana Mayorga, who was a community organizer and 
activist with Citizen Action and said in an interview 
with journalist Hillary Harvey that Rodriguez text-
ed her frequently after she contacted him about an 
event that she was organizing involving community 

Spanish-speakers, calling her “princess” and “[his] 
little warrior.”

“I am urging all of you to please, please vote on 
the censure,” said Mayorga. “It’s a small act and it 
would be very significant to all of the women who 
have come forward.”

“I can’t imagine what a healthy line of commu-
nication with my legislator looks like …. Up until 
recently, getting an update on what was happening 
with this legislature required getting a drink with a 
gross older guy,” said Alexandria Wojcik, a New Paltz 
village trustee, speaking in favor of censure. “These 
chambers are not a safe place. [The body’s inaction 
until now] sends a clear message that in order to be 
a member of this body, I would have to subject myself 
to sexual harassment.”

Concerns about process
Legislator Richard Gerentine of Marlboro voted 

against censuring Rodriguez, along with legislators 
Joe Maloney of Saugerties, Manna Jo Greene of 
Rosendale, the Rev. Julius Collins of Ellenville and 
Laura Petit of Esopus.

Gerentine bemoaned the investigation’s $26,000 
cost to the taxpayer, and said that “this [was] the lowest 
point [he] had seen this legislative body [at]. … There 
was a deal made where that gentleman was not going 
to run again. Unfortunately, something happened 
during that whole process,” said Gerentine. “We asked 
to have the report given to us, I was told that we could 
not have it … Basically, why can’t we have it?”

Gerentine’s remarks were met with jeering from 
the audience; legislature Chair Tracey Bartels had to 
call the room to order a handful of times during the 
censure vote discussion.

“I want to commend the people that stood up and 
came forward and acknowledge the courage. However, 
I am extremely concerned about this process. I feel that 
it has been entirely punitive and it has not included 
a component of healing, for truth and reconciliation, 
for restorative justice,” said Greene, explaining her 
‘no’ vote. “It is for that lack of compassion …  that I 
am very concerned about the efforts to censure. That 
doesn’t mean I approve the behavior, I disapprove the 
behavior, but I also want to acknowledge that Legislator 
Rodriguez has given many years of dedicated service.

“He really was an exceptional legislator. And ... I 
believe he was attempting to address those issues, but 
then it seemed things went the other way,” said Legis-
lator Dave Donaldson (D-Kingston), who ultimately 
voted to censure Rodriguez. “We had an opportunity at 
that point, early on, to really step down and deal with 
those that were victim or even those who were perceived 
to be victims and worked toward a restorative justice 
situation where Hector could be part of the solution. 
Men need to be part of the solution, with men coming 
forward and working with the victims … that would be 
good for everyone. He’s been in the press repeatedly, 
as you know, embarrassed and probably deservedly so. 
But my problem is, where is the justice here? What is 
the real justice that we’re getting out of this?”

County Executive Pat Ryan and y Bartels had is-
sued press releases condemning Rodriguez’s actions. 
Bartels also stripped Rodriguez of his membership 
on two legislative committees.

LAUREN THOMAS

Hector Rodriguez.

EARLY 
DEADLINE

for our 

Thanksgiving issue
Advertising deadline for 

Black Friday Shop Local
is 

Friday, Nov. 22
The advertising deadline for the rest 

of our publications 

is 

Monday, Nov. 25 at 1 pm
Please call your sales representative at 

(845) 334-8200 for more information.
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New York Health Act which, if it 
becomes law, would provide afford-
able universal coverage for all New 
Yorkers. The day begins at 9 a.m. 
Monday, November 25, with a rally 
at the county offi ce building, 244 
Fair Street, Kingston. A press con-
ference follows at 9:30 and the 
hearing begins at 10. Those wish-
ing to attend and comment are 
asked to RSVP online at https://
tinyurl.com/HVHearingRSVP

Greek bazaar
The Hellenic Women’s Club 

of St. George Greek Orthodox 

Church, 294 Greenkill Ave., will 
hold their annual bazaar this 
weekend. There will be the Greek 
restaurant and tavern, offering 
continuous servings and takeout, 
a bake sale with Greek pastries 
and a holiday boutique.

The event is rain-or-shine; 
hours Friday are 4-9 p.m.; Satur-
day is 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sunday is 
noon-8 p.m.

Academy Green 
tree lighting

Kingston Professional Firefi ght-
ers IAFF Local 461 will hold its 

annual tree lighting next Friday, 
Nov. 29 at Academy Green from 
6-8 p.m. Santa and his friends 
will be there and kids 12 and 
under can enter a free gift raffl e. 
(Must be present to win.)

Ars Choralis multimedia 
production of ‘It’s a 
Wonderful Life’

The award-winning Ars Chora-
lis begins its 2019-20 season 
with a reimagined version 
of the time-honored holiday 
movie classic, It’s a Wonderful 
Life. Performances will be on 

Saturday, Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
104 Wurts St. in Kingston and 
Sunday, Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. at 
Overlook Methodist Church, 
233 Tinker St. in Woodstock. 
Tickets cost $20 with advance 
purchase or $25 at the door 
and $10 for students.

Directed by Barbara Pickhardt, 
the chorus will team with pianist 
Kristen Tuttman, the Ellenville El-
ementary School Select Chorus 
and the Ain’t Misbehavin’ Band 
led by Bob Shaut, Jim Metzner 
and Jim Moore. The multimedia 

production is based on the 1939 
short story, “The Greatest Gift,” 
by Philip Van Doren Stern and 
the fi lm It’s a Wonderful Life, di-
rected by Frank Capra. The story 
is told with music, spoken word, 
clips from the fi lm and other 
visuals. Musical numbers will in-
clude Benny Goodman’s “Slipped 
Disk” and Louis Armstrong’s 
“Struttin’ With Some Barbecue.” 
For more information or tickets, 
visit www.ArsChoralis.org.

attorney hopeful Mike Kavanagh slightly extended his 
lead over Democratic rival Dave Clegg.

Election officials kicked off their count of 2,275 
absentee and 428 affidavit ballots on Monday, Nov. 
18 following a mandated 15-day waiting period to 
allow for the arrival of absentee ballots sent from 
overseas. Rather than counting election districts in 
numerical order, officials began the absentee count 
with the 1st, 4th and 22nd legislative districts, 
where absentee ballots may have changed the result. 
But in each case, the candidate who held the lead 
on Election Night maintained their advantage. In 
the 22nd Legislative District, representing Olive, 
Shandaken, Hardenburgh and Denning, former 
legislator John Parete, running on the Republican, 
Conservative and Independence lines, unseated 
incumbent Democrat Kathy Nolan 1,642-1,621. 
In Saugerties’ District 1, incumbent Republican 
Mary Wawro held on by a margin of 1,351 votes to 
Democratic challengers’ Aaron Levine’s 1,339. In 
District 4 in the Town of Ulster, Democrat Brian 
Cahill beat out Republican challenger Andi Tur-
co-Levin 1,377 to 1,324. The outcome shuffles a 
few seats, but leaves Democrats with their current 
12-11 majority in the legislature.

While counting the selected legislative districts, 
election officials also began the process of tabulating 
results of the closest race of all. Kavanagh, who cur-
rently works as chief assistant district attorney, ended 
Election Night with a three-vote lead over Clegg, 
a trial attorney who ran on a platform of criminal 
justice reform.

As of Wednesday, Nov. 20, the absentee/affidavit 
count had extended Kavanagh’s lead to 72 votes. 
Despite Kavanagh’s widening lead, yet to be counted 
are the ballots from Kingston, Woodstock and New 
Paltz — all Democratic bastions. Complicating prog-
nostication on the race further is that while registered 
Democrats submitted about 400 more absentee ballots 
than registered Republicans, early voting and Elec-
tion Day results indicate that a significant number of 
Democrats crossed party lines to vote for Kavanagh. 
Clegg received 3,795 fewer votes on the Democratic 
Party line than County Executive Pat Ryan and 1,788 
fewer than County Comptroller-elect March Gallagher, 
both fellow Democrats.

The full countywide absentee count is expected 
to be completed by Tuesday, Nov. 26, when election 
commissioners are scheduled to appear before a 
state Supreme Court judge to submit the results. 
At that hearing both sides in the DA’s race will have 
an opportunity to submit challenges to individual 

absentee ballots.
So far, both sides have challenged about 60 of the 

absentee and affidavit ballots. If the challenges have the 
potential to swing the results of the election, a judge 
will need to rule on each challenge before a final vote 
count can be certified and a winner determined. In 
another potential wrinkle, a county law mandates that 
if a winner’s margin of victory is less than one half of 

1 percent of the total votes cast, election officials will 
need to go back and recount every ballot cast, includ-
ing early votes, election day results and absentee and 
affidavit ballots.

“It’s a complicated process that most people don’t 
know exists,” said Republican Elections Commissioner 
Tom Turco. “Unless it’s a close election. Then we’re 
under the microscope.”

The waiting is 
the hardest part

Continued from Page 1

PHYLLIS McCABE

Elections offi cials, candidates and lawyers gather for the counting of absentee ballots this week.

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY
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Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT 

LOCAL!!! 
With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.

Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200
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Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME
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Hugh Reynolds
Of railroads, hats and poison pills

COUNTY BEAT > 19

Sara for Senate
Niccoli begins campaign with Kingston visit

ELECTION 2016 > 3

Close to a roster
Stockade FC approaches fi nal form

SPORTS > 12

SPEND TIMEWISELY
withAlmanacWeekly

Springtime stretch

PHYLLIS McCABE

KINGSTON HIGH LACROSSE PLAYERS do some dynamic stretching last week at a practice at Dietz Stadium.

BUSINESS DOWNTOWNMike P turns to the Rondout

Kingston landlord bullish on Downtown’s residential prospects  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A local real estate devel-
oper who helped usher in 
Midtown Kingston’s revi-
talization by turning long-
vacant factory buildings into 

mixed-use hives of artistic activity says 

he’s turning his attention to a new mar-

ket — and a new neighborhood — as he 

looks to capitalize on the city’s burgeoning 

reputation as a destination for downstate 

residents seeking a more-affordable but 

still-urban environment.Mike Piazza has been a force in 

Kingston real estate since 2002 when he 

bought a 64,000-square-foot former fac-

tory building at 77 Cornell St. in Midtown 

using a now-defunct state tax credit pro-

gram to push down the cost to $9.50 per 

square foot. At the time Piazza, who ran a 

small commercial real estate brokerage in 

Rockland County, was more impressed by 

the building’s price than the surrounding 

neighborhood. After examining the build-

ing from the air in his small plane, Piazza 

landed at Kingston Airport and took a cab 

to Cornell Street.“When I told the driver I was going to 

buy the place he said, ‘You’re crazy, Kings-

ton’s never going to change,’” recalls Piazza. 

Reinvented as “The Shirt Factory” the 

building set the template for what would 

become the 69-year-old Brooklyn native’s 

signature style: commercial space for 

small-scale high-end artisans, mixed with 

artists’ studio space. Big, airy, light-filled 

apartments and live/work lofts designed to 

appeal to the city’s growing creative class.

Piazza got his start in real estate in 

the ’70s and ’80s converting Manhattan’s 

vanishing manufacturing sector in neigh-

borhoods like SoHo and Chelsea into loft 

spaces that would eventually turn blighted 

neighborhoods into glittery international 

hotspots. Piazza learned to recognize the 

potential of old factory buildings, where 

high ceilings and huge windows kept 

the place ventilated and machines and 

workers functioning in an age before air 

conditioning.

LAUREN THOMAS

Mike Piazza.

CITY GOVERNMENTThey made a deal
But particularsof sales tax pactremain shroudedBY JESSE J. SMITHC ity of Kingston and Ul-

ster County officials say 
they’ve reached agreement 
on a new revenue-sharing 
plan, ending a month-long 

standoff over how to dole out $109 million 

in annual sales-tax revenue. Ulster County 

executive Mike Hein and Kingston mayor 

Steve Noble issued a joint press release late 

Friday afternoon touting the agreement.

“We have jointly designed a frame-

work that can both improve services 

for the citizens of the City of Kingston 

and throughout Ulster County through 

multiple shared-service initiatives, and 

resolve any outstanding issues regard-

ing sales-tax distribution,” the statement 

reads. The release didn’t contain details, 

stating only that a proposal would be 

unveiled this week.Kingston Common Council Majority 

Leader Bill Carey said that he was not 

privy to details on the agreement. But he 

expressed confidence this week that the 

deal would leave the city’s budget intact, 

at least for now.“I have complete faith in the mayor 

and I don’t think Mike Hein would do 

anything to make the city desperate,” said 

Carey. “My hope is that [the distribution 

formula] will stay the way it is at least for 

a couple of years to give us time to prepare 

for any changes.” If finalized, the agreement will end the 

city-county spat over a new contract to 

govern sales-tax distribution. Under the 

terms of the five-year agreement which 

expired Feb. 29, the county gets 85.5 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Mayor Steve Noble.

Give a lit
tle

… Get a little… 

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

TO: FROM:

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Thoroughly modern surrealism
Kingston artist Jan Harrison wins major award  BY LYNN WOODS

The pastel-and-ink paintings and 
porcelain-and-clay sculptures of Kings-
ton-based artist Jan Harrison defy 
stylistic pigeonholes, but their other-
worldliness and dreamlike logic relate 

to Surrealism, the 1920s Paris-based movement that 

celebrated the unconscious as the root of the creative 
impulse and exulted in the element of surprise.

Now that connection has been made official with 
Harrison chosen as the inaugural recipient of the 
Recharge Foundation Fellowship for New Surrealist 
Art, announced by the New York Foundation for the 

Arts (NYFA) on Nov. 5.
The $5,000 award, which attracted more than 350 

applicants, is funded by a foundation started by the 
Gu family, which manages a collection of art, antiques 
and jewelry spanning New York, London, Beijing and 
Shanghai and administers grants and programs sup-
porting artists. “While there are a lot of contemporary 
artists working in the New Surrealist style, there aren’t 
official mechanisms in place to support and foster 
their work,” explained founding partner of Recharge 
Capital Lorin Gu, who is a member of NYFA’s Board 
of Trustees. “Harrison’s work is both entrancing and 

NANCY DONSKOJ

Balance, by Jan Harrison, 2015. 22.5 x 30.25 inches; pastel, ink, colorpencil, charcoal on rag paper, from the series Animals in the Anthropocene.

ART
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Give The Gift That Lives!

Email info@augustinenursery.com

Gift Certificates Now Available

Cake Box 
Bakery/Cafe

Thanksgiving Pies Made Fresh Daily!
Reserve Today For Your

Thanksgiving Table!

8 Fair St.
Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: 

Tues - Sat: 7A-5P
Sunday: 7A-2P
Closed Monday

K

The Ultimate Happy Hour
— Bring Your Friends —

5PM-6:30PM TUES-FRI

Located at 33 John St., Kingston
www.chopsgrillekingston.com • 845-39-1111 

Monday - Thursday 4:30-9:30 | Friday 11:30-10
Saturday 3-10 | Sunday 4-9

We are available additional hours for private functions and catering

$5 Appetizers
Beer • Wine

   Largest collection of contemporary crafts 
                     in the Hudson Valley

 

       Four buildings featuring pottery, glass, 
    jewelry, wood, fiber, toys, baskets & more 
                     by over 500 artisans 

          Open: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm 
       Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
       OPEN EVERYDAY  Dec. 13 - Dec.23 
                   (closed Dec 24, 25, 26)  

        Re-open: Dec. 27 through Jan. 20 
      262 Spillway Rd., West Hurley, NY 12491 
      845-331-3859        www. craftspeople.us 

Unique gifts for everyone on your list

Visit our 
glassblowing 

studio & browse 
our gift gallery

Free  
refreshments 

weekends 
through 

December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6; 
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491

for more info: 914.806.3575

ALAN BAER

Jan Harrison.

prescient. We’re excited to help support her ar-
tistic practice through the Recharge Foundation 
Fellowship and look forward to seeing more of 
Harrison’s work in the future.”

Added Michael L. Royce, Executive Director, 
NYFA: “Harrison’s work, while rooted in Surre-
alist tradition, speaks very much to the present 
as we navigate complex relationships with nature 
and our own human struggles to survive.” 

“In the abstract, my work has its roots in 
Surrealism, while being very much of today,” 
acknowledged Harrison. Unlike the classic 
European-based style, which is characterized by 
jarring disjunctions and infused with a sense of 
alienation, Harrison’s work posits a world view 
in which animal and human natures are fused; 
the mystery that pervades her luminous, spectral 
primates, cats, birds and other creatures from 
her Animals in the Anthropocene and Corridor 
series stems from their sense of deep knowing 
and immersion in a primeval cosmos in which 
the wholeness of nature is restored.

This nature is not hostile, but rather a realm 
to be discovered, an intrinsic, if buried, part of 
the human psyche; the viewer identifies vul-
nerability, innocence, and grace in Harrison’s 
animals. New Surrealism, as Harrison defines 
it, is concerned with reconciling ourselves with 
the other and centering the human experience 
within the context of deep ecology, a profoundly 
healing exercise with a feminist bent that con-
trasts dramatically with the rationalist, fallen-world 
strategies of the (mostly) male Surrealists. In its subtle 
patterning and brilliant, atmospheric color, her formal 
language bears affinities with non-Western traditions. 
The delicacy of line in her paintings and tiny scale of 
her recent sculptures heightens the sense of tender 
connection and tactile warmth.

Harrison, who moved to Kingston with her partner, 
architect Alan Baer, in 1989 was born in 1944 and 
grew up in West Palm Beach. She earned a BFA in 
graphic design from the University of Georgia and a 
master’s (in a pre-MFA era) from San Jose State. She 
has exhibited all over the U.S. and internationally, has 
been collected by the Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art, 
the Cincinnati Art Museum and the Wexner Center 
for Contemporary Art. She’s a frequent participant 
in exhibitions in the Hudson Valley, including most 
recently “Homely: Where and What is Home” at the 
Athens Cultural Center last September and “Aestivus: 
Summer Group Show” at the J.J. Newberry gallery 
in Saugerties last summer. Harrison is the subject 

of a monograph, Arcana Mundi, published in 
2001 by Station Hill Press, and her work has 
been profiled in numerous books, essays, and 
articles as well as reproduced on book covers.

Lynn Woods recently interviewed the artist 
in the spare, art-filled brick Victorian home she 
shares with Baer in the Rondout:

Lynn Woods: When did your close association 
with animals start?
Jan Harrison: I was the daughter of a single 
mother. To support us, she had to be at work 
much of the time, so I was alone a lot. My mother 
would send me to walk to church, but instead 
I’d go to an abandoned garden, where I would 
feel empathy with the spiders, lizards, birds, 
cats and dogs. Feeling a great connection with 
the natural world, I would disconnect from the 
dysfunctional events around me and uncover 
mysterious animal-connected worlds. At the 
age of eight, I made drawings of sea creatures 
and humans on the sidewalks and alleys with 
the soft white rocks indigenous to south Flori-
da. The drawings were very large, and I would 
create a ritual with them, standing in parts of 
the images. 

LW: It sounds like your development as an artist 
grew out of your deep affinity for animals. 

    Keep it local for the Holidays!

(continued next page)
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12401. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

SKYFALL STABLES, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 05/28/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Scott Durkin, 143 
Boice Mill Rd, Kerhonkson, NY 
12446, which is also the regis-
tered agent address. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

THE INN AT RONDOUT 
CREEK LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/9/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
607 County Route 6, High 
Falls, NY 12440, which is also 
the principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC): 
CAHOOTS LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filled with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) and active on 
11/01/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: CA-
HOOTS LLC (Stephanie Erwin) 
, 69 River Road, Ulster Park, 
NY 12487. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

CKC Logistics LLC. Filed 
9/10/19. Office: Ulster Co. 
SSNY designated as agent for 
process & shall mail to: C/O 
Christopher Gurnee, 34 Salk 
Dr, Highland, NY 12528. Pur-
pose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

CIT BANK, N.A.,
V.
DANIEL DOEGE, AS HEIR 

AND DISTRIBUTEE TO THE ES-
TATE OF WILLIAM L. DOEGE; 
ET AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated August 
09, 2019, and entered in 
the Office of the Clerk of the 
County of Ulster, wherein CIT 
BANK, N.A. is the Plaintiff and 
DANIEL DOEGE, AS HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE TO THE ESTATE 
OF WILLIAM L. DOEGE; ET AL. 
are the Defendant(s). I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on December 4, 2019 
at 11:00AM , premises known 
as 41 YARWOOD ROAD, WALK-
ER VALLEY, NY 12588: Section 
104.2, Block 1, Lot 15: 

ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN 
THE TOWN OF SHAWANGUNK, 
COUNTY OF ULSTER, STATE 
OF NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed Judg-
ment Index # 433/2017. Linda 
B. Johnson, Esq. - Referee. 
RAS Boriskin, LLC 900 Mer-
chants Concourse, Suite 310, 
Westbury, New York 11590, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

DUNCAN’S GREEN LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 10/23/19. Office: 
Ulster County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
c/o Ashley Couch, 408 Stuyve-
sant Avenue, #2R, Brooklyn, 
NY 11233. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

I.S.M. Productions, 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
10/11/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC): Build Green Now 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/27/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Henry Gage, P.O. Box 
2531, Kingston, NY 12402. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of ERE 
Properties, LLC, Art. of Org.  
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 9/18/19. Office loca-
tion: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 1178 Broadway, 
3rd Floor  #1198,  New York, 
NY 10001. Purpose: any law-
ful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Exit 
19 Realty, LLC, Art. of Org.   
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 10/01/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 40 Clarendon Ave-
nue, Kingston NY 12401.  Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

 Notice of formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC): I 
B AND C Rental Properties, 
LLC, Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on date filed 09/25/2019. 
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 

whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to I B AND 
C Rental Properties, LLC 
address of LLC. 316 Wash-
ington Avenue Kingston, NY 
12401 Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Lim-
ited Liability Company (LLC). 
Prestige Home Repair and 
Remodeling, LLC, Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on May 28, 2019. 
Office location: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Prestige 
Home Repair and Remodeling, 
LLC, 47 Sycamore Street, 
Kingston, NY 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest  date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
QUALITY BMD, LLC

Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/08/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. Princ. office 
of LLC: 721 Broadway, Ste. 
#250, Kingston, NY 12401. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
the LLC at the addr. of its 
princ. office. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

PINPOINT VALUATION 
GROUP, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/17/19. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to Attn: Ron Torterella 
Managing Member, 230 Kings 
Mall Court 169 Kingston, NY 

served & shall mail process to 
201 Kallop Rd., Kingston, NY 
12401. General Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Homma, LLC, Art. of Org.   
filed w/Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY)10/17/19. Office lo-
cation: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process c/o the 
Company, 56 Twin Ponds 
Drive, Kingston, NY 12401.   
Purpose: any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE

E. Ashley Ayres Marriage 
& Family Therapy PLLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/18/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail pro-
cess to E. Ashley Ayres, 118 
Fairview Ave., Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Marriage and 
Family Therapy.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limit-
ed Liability Company (LLC): 

ASBURY TAX ADVISORS, 
LLC, Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on 5/20/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: Asbury 
Tax Advisors, LLC, 750 Lucas 
Avenue, Hurley, NY 12443. 
Purpose: Any lawful    acts or 
activities. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dissolve: No 
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE 
FOR ABFC 2004-HE1 TRUST 
ABFC ASSET-BACKED CERTIF-
ICATES SERIES 2004-HE1,

V.
CHARLES CALIA, ET. AL.
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated May 07, 
2019, and entered in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the County 
of Ulster, wherein DEUTSCHE 
BANK NATIONAL TRUST COM-
PANY AS TRUSTEE FOR ABFC 
2004-HE1 TRUST ABFC AS-
SET-BACKED CERTIFICATES 
SERIES 2004-HE1 is the Plain-
tiff and CHARLES CALIA, ET 
AL. are the Defendant(s). I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, 
NY 12401, on December 11, 
2019 at 10:00AM, premises 
known as 304 UNION CENTER 
ROAD, ULSTER PARK, NY 
12487: Section 63.4, Block 7, 
Lot 32: 

ALL THAT PIECE OR PARCEL 
OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH 
THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON ERECTED, 
SITUATE ON THE SOUTH SIDE 
OF THE HIGHWAY LEADING 
FROM ULSTER PARK TO UN-
ION CENTER IN THE TOWN 
OF ESOPUS, IN THE COUNTY 
OF ULSTER, IN THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK

Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment 
Index # 15-1500. CATHERINE 
CHARUK, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

EGLISE JAMES LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
10/24/19. Office: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, c/o Robert 
Pollock, 99 South Elliott Place, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC 
AUCTION Supreme Court of 
New York, ULSTER County. 
CILICI, LLC, Plaintiff, -against- 
SHIRLEY J. NORTH; VIRGIL C. 

LEGAL NOTICES

JH: I knew I had a calling early on. [As a child] I made 
drawings and I still feel the intensity of doing the lines. 
It was a universal feeling, no different from what I’m 
doing now. I believe time is transcended in art. 

LW: What were your artistic influences?
JH: Pre-Columbian art, also medieval art, and when 
I was growing up, comic books. The World Book 
Encyclopedia was a huge influence. I just loved the 
images and how you could look up art or animals and 
they would be brought to life. One of my earliest pieces 
was World Books A & B, which were huge tomes on 
pedestals that had ink drawings of animals and hu-
mans, along with word sequences, which I made in 
the early 1970s, when I was in graduate school. These 
were exhibited in San Francisco and Los Angeles and 
written about by [art critic and writer] Lucy Lippard.

LW: Early in your career, how did you support yourself?
JH: I supported myself as a graphic designer, but I 
always made time to work in the studio and always 
exhibited and did fine art. I had some interesting early 
employment: I did technical drawings of the launcher 
tower for the Saturn V missile, at Cape Canaveral, in 
the late 1960s, during a summer and fall I took off 
from college. We would go on top of the roof and see 
the missiles go off and they were huge. In some of 
my earlier pieces there are images of spaceships with 
animals in them.

I also worked for a natural history museum, where 
I learned how to make an eagle’s nest and paint di-
oramas. I did book design for a publishing company, 
and after we moved here, I worked at SUNY New 
Paltz as assistant director of design in the publications 
department, retiring in 2007. I also taught painting at 
Antioch College and later at Marist as well as work-
shops at The Women’s Studio Workshop.

LW: What brought you to Kingston?
JH: I started painting in the Mojave Desert.  I was 
married, and after becoming divorced, moved to 
Cincinnati, where I started exhibiting a lot, and met 
Alan. Ohio was good to us: I received several grants 
from the Ohio Arts Council. But after a while we felt 
it was time to move. We met a gallery director from 
New York City and she suggested we move to Kingston, 
a place to nurture art, near the mountains, but close 
enough to the city to tap into.

LW: Let’s talk about your process. What are your 
mediums?
JN: In the beginning I mostly painted in oil on canvas, 

but for many years my main medium has been ink and 
pastel. (I’ve also worked in gouache, charcoal, encaustic 
and oil stick.) I use my hands, which is very important: 
as I rub and caress the surface of the work, the images 
go through metamorphosis. They’re moving, as if in a 
life cycle. As I rub the surface, forms emerge.

They may start as one thing and retain a vestige 
of that. I never know what they will be. When you do 
something very literal, it may look good but it’s not 
necessarily what needs to emerge in your art. I have 
to go in, caress and rub and scrape to get what it is. 
It has to come out. 

LW: Are you suggesting the images have an inherent 
existence, apart from the visual? 
JH: They have an existence in my mind and cells. My 
work has to do with the collective psyche. The beings 
seem to exist in different time frames and come forth 
from there. My art is very spiritual, but not in the 
religious context.

In 1979, I had a dream that I was walking by a river 
and came upon a beautiful bird. I wanted to talk to 
the bird but I didn’t know how. I reached down and 
held the bird in my hand and noticed a tiny medallion 
around its neck. I also had a medallion around my neck, 
and when I touched the medallions together the bird 
began to sing in a language I understood. From that 
time I began speaking and singing in Animal Tongues. 

LW: Are you still performing the Animal Tongues?
JH: Yes, but it is really a more private experience, like 
meditation. Now I only do it in public in conjunction 
with an exhibition of my visual art. 

LW: How did you learn them?
JH: They just happened. It’s similar when you look at a 
painting: it doesn’t speak to you in a written language 
but through your body and soul. There are beings 
expressed by the tongues, which sometimes come out 
in my visual art. This snow leopard in this painting is 
the one with that voice. It’s not a literal translation, 
and it doesn’t always happen. 

LW: The tiny porcelain sculptures you showed over 
this summer at JJ Newberry were extraordinary, 
resembling a mass of tiny sea creatures washed up by 
the tide onto the gallery wall. They were evidence of 
your skill and vision in using the clay to create living 
forms, rather than something static and monolithic. 
Your clay animals, including the larger cats, are always 
infused with energy and character.
JH: I never had a sculpture class and took only one 

painting class. I studied printmaking — I used to have 
a press — and the monotypes I was doing led to the 
pastel paintings. So I came up with different ideas 
about how to make a sculpture, such as stuffing panty 
hose with newspapers and putting the clay over that, 
then moving the form.

I had temporarily stopped making sculptures, 
because of limited space in my studio, but recently I 
found some clay and started creating sculptures the 
size of my hand. [These became the Tiny Porcelain 
Sea Creatures and Other Creatures series, exhibited 
at JJ Newberry.] I use things to press texture into the 
surface, for instance some of the animal sculptures 
have a skin that looks like lace, which was imprinted 
from part of my mother’s lace tablecloth. [Curator, 
artist, and educator] Linda Weintraub once gave me 
a metal block, possibly used by East Indian fabric 
printers, which I pressed clay on, creating prints that 
resemble characters in a language. 

LW: Your physical connection to the work seems very 
important.
JH: Yes. It has to do with the process of making and 
being in touch with my body. I work on the floor, sitting 
in the middle of the piece. There are a lot of surprises 
that happen. I’ll start out with one primate, walk 
around the piece, and add another figure on the top 
or bottom (I’m often not sure which is which.). Some-
times a darker shadow figure will appear. Many of the 
figures are inspired by images of endangered animals.

From the beginning, there has been a knowledge-
able animal and an innocent one and they interact. I’m 
working with knowledge and innocence, and accepting 
the shadow, so that they come together as one. 

LW: How has getting the award affected you?
JH: I am very grateful. It makes me feel more hope-
ful for artists who are working, making sacrifices, 
and taking risks. It’s very important for me to keep 
in touch with what I value and love. We have to be 
knowledgeable but also nurture the innocent part of 
ourselves and the world. 

LW: Do you have any upcoming exhibitions? 
JH: I’m in several upcoming group exhibitions, and 
in September 2020 there will be a solo exhibition of 
paintings from my Animals in the Anthropocene se-
ries and an installation, Tiny Porcelain Sea Creatures 
and Other Creatures, with a performance in Animal 
Tongues, at 11 Jane Street Art Center, in Saugerties.

Harrison’s work may be viewed at janharrison.net.
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AVERY; PALISADES COLLEC-
TION LLC; BENEFICIAL NEW 
YORK INC.; BENEDICTINE 
HOSPITAL; COMMISSIONER OF 
LABOR OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK; BENEFICIAL HOMEOWN-
ER SERVICE CORPORATION; 
THE KINGSTON HOSPITAL, In-
dex No. 2485/2013. Pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale duly dated, Septem-
ber 13, 2019 and entered with 
the Ulster County Clerk on 
September 20, 2019, Peter 
F. Matera, Esq., the Appointed 
Referee, will sell the premises 
known as 131 Samsonville 
Road, Kerhonkson, New York 
12446 at public auction at Ul-
ster County Courthouse, 285 
Wall Street, Kingston, New 
York 12401, on December 
11, 2019 at 9:30 A.M. All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land, situate, lying and being in 
the Town of Rochester, County 
of Ulster and State of New York 
known as Section: 76.5; Block: 
2; Lot: 3 will be sold subject to 
the provisions of filed Judg-
ment, Index No. 2485/2013. 
 The approximate amount of 
judgment is $179,495.12 plus 
interest and costs. FRIEDMAN 
VARTOLO LLP 85 Broad Street, 
Suite 501, New York, New York 
10004, Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of Limit-
ed Liability Company (LLC):

The Tree King LLC Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 10/7/2019. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: The Tree King 
LLC 131 Sherman Road, El-
lenville NY 12428. Purpose: 
Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

12 Square Carriage 
House, LLC, Arts. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 11/04/19. Off. 
Loc.: Ulster County, SSNY des-

ignated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: The LLC, 
144 Washington Ave, Sau-
gerties, NY 12477. Purpose: 
to engage in any lawful act. 
 
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 
COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER 
WILMINGTON TRUST, NATION-
AL ASSOCIATION, AS SUCCES-
SOR TRUSTEE TO CITIBANK, 
N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR FIRST 
FRANKLIN MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN AS-
SET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, 
SERIES 2005-FF12, Plaintiff 
AGAINST ANDREW BUGNA, 
CYNTHIA BUGNA, et al., De-
fendant(s) Pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
duly dated October 15, 2019 
I, the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction at 
the Side Lobby of the County 
Courthouse, First Floor, 285 
Wall Street, City of Kingston, 
on December 17, 2019 at 
9:30AM, premises known as 
21 ELM STREET, ELLENVILLE, 
NY 12428. All that certain plot 
piece or parcel of land, with the 
buildings and improvements 
erected, situate, lying and be-
ing in the Village of Ellenville, 
Town of Wawarsing, County 
of Ulster, State of New York, 
SECTION 91.87, BLOCK 1, 
LOT 6. Approximate amount of 
judgment $276,795.00 plus in-
terest and costs. Premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of filed Judgment for Index# 
2018-1109. JOHN J. FALLON, 
ESQ., Referee Gross Polowy, 
LLC Attorney for Plaintiff 1775 
Wehrle Drive, Suite 100 Wil-
liamsville, NY 14221 66519
LEGAL NOTICE

Mt. Pleasant Vista, LLC 
has filed articles of organiza-
tion with the NY Secretary of 
State on November 5, 2019. 
The office is in Ulster Coun-
ty. The NY Secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served. 
The address to which the Sec-

retary of State shall forward 
copies of any process is: 18 
Lower Winne Rd., Mt. Tremper, 
NY 12457 . The purpose of the 
LLC is any lawful purpose.

Filed by: RYAN, ROACH & 
RYAN LLP
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 
an order entered by the Su-
preme Court, Ulster County on 
the 30th day of September, 
2019, bearing Index Number 
19- 2603, a copy of which may 
be examined at the office of the 
Ulster County Clerk, located at 
244 Fair Street, Kingston, New 
York, 2nd Floor, grants me the 
right to assume the name of 
CATHERINE ELVA CRUZ. My 
present address is 136 Dusen-
berre Road, Gardiner, New 
York, 12525; the date of my 
birth February 3, 1945; the 
place of my birth is Brooklyn, 
New York; my present name is 
ELVA IRIS CRUZ.
LEGAL NOTICE

FANELLI REALTY LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 11/14/2019. Of-
fice in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 1986 Rt 9W, 
Lake Katrine, NY 12449, which 
is also the principal business 
location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Hudson Riverfront Pres-
ervation, LLC, Arts of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 11/13/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Ms. Gaetana Ciar-
lante, PO Box 592, Glasco, NY 
12432. General Purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Keyland Partners II 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
8/22/2019. Cty: Greene. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to 14 Hayes St., Elmsford, NY 

10523. General Purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 
an order entered by the Su-
preme Court, Ulster County on 
the 31 day of October, 2019, 
bearing Index Number 19-
 3249, a copy of which may be 
examined at the Office of the 
Clerk of the County of Ulster, 
located at 244 Fair Street, 2nd 
Floor, Kingston, N.Y., grants 
me the right to assume the 
name of Skylar Rita Munge-
nast. My present address is 49 
Main Street, New Paltz, N.Y.; 
the date of my birth is July 30, 
1997; the place of my birth is 
Cambridge, Massachusetts; 
my present name is Jillian Rita 
Mungenast.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT: STATE 
OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF 
ULSTER

SUMMONS WITH NOTICE
Index No.: 19-3320
PEPPE & SARA REALTY 

CORP.,
Plaintiff,
- against-
CORNWALL ENTERPRISES, 

PAUL R. ERICKSON, WILLIAM F. 
SCHNEIBLE, BBM OF MILTON, 
INC., MILL BRIDGE COMPANY, 
INC., and JOHN DOES 1-10

Defendant.
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DE-

FENDANT(S): YOU ARE HERE-
BY SUMMONED to appear in 
this action and are required 
to serve a notice of appear-
ance and/or demand for the 
complaint on the Plaintiff with-
in twenty (20) days after the 
service of this summons with 
notice, exclusive of the day of 
service, if this summons with 
notice is personally delivered 
to you within the State of New 
York, or within thirty (30) days 
after service is complete, if 
this summons is not personal-
ly delivered to you within the 
State of New York. Your time 
to appear may be extended as 
provided in subdivision (b) of 
CPLR 3012.

TAKE NOTICE that this is 
an action brought pursuant to 

RPAPL Article 15 to compel 
the determination of Plaintiff’s 
claim to title of real property 
situate in the Town of Lloyd, 
Grid No. 86,4-2-35 and more 
particularly described in Ex-
hibit A attached hereto. In 
case of your failure to appear, 
judgment will be taken against 
you by default granting title to 
Plaintiff,

The action will be heard in 
the Supreme Court of Ulster 
County, State of New York. The 
basis of the venue designated 
is: CPlLR §507.

Dated: Poughkeepsie, New 
York

October 8, 2019
Philip Giamportone, Esq.
LEWIS & GREER, P.C.
Attorney for Plaintiff
Peppe & Sara Realty Corp. 

510 Haight Avenue, Suite 202 
P.O. Box 2990, Poughkeepsie, 
NY 12603

Telephone: 845-454-1200
TO THE ABOVE NAMED 

DEFENDANTS: The forego-
ing Summons with Notice Is 
served upon you by publication 
pursuant to an order of the 
Ulster County Supreme Court 
of the State of New York, dat-
ed the 23rd day of October, 
2019, and filed with the Sum-
mons with Notice and other pa-
pers in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County of Ulster, New 
York. NOTICE OF NATURE OF 
ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT: 
This action is brought pursuant 
to Article 15 of the Real Prop-
erty Actions and Proceedings 
Law to compel the determina-
tion of any claims adverse to 
those of Plaintiffs concerning 
that certain parcel of land situ-
ate in the Town of Lloyd, Ulster 
County, in the State of New 
York, described as Grid No. 
86.4-2-35. The relief sought is 
a judgment declaring that Plain-
tiff Peppe & Sara Realty Corp. 
is seized of the property in fee 
simple absolute, free and clear 
from any claim of Defendants 
and every person under them.

EXHIBIT A
All that piece or parcel of 

land situate in the Town of 

Lloyd, County of Ulster and 
the State of New York, being 
the westerly 50’ of the former 
Central New England Railroad 
Co. land from the southerly 
side of Station Road going 
south until it meets the north-
erly line of the land now or 
formerly of Annette & John P. 
Culmine, approximately 675’, 
more particularly bounded 
and described as follows: Be-
ginning at a point, said point 
being on the southerly side of 
Station Road, said point also 
being the northwest corner of 
the lands now or formerly of 
Roger & Lisa Robertson (Deed 
Book 2641, page 105, SBL: 
86.4-2-5), said point also being 
on the centerline of the former 
Central New England Railroad 
Co. where it meets the south-
erly line of said Station Road; 
thence southerly along said 
Robertson in part and along 
the lands now or formerly of 
Martin Zimmerman (Deed Book 
5609, page 40, SBL: 86.4-
2-4.1) in part and along the 
said centerline of the formerly 
railroad land, S28”01’47”W 
674.87’ to the northeast 
corner of the lands now or 
formerly of Annette & John P. 
Culmine (Deed Book 5964, 
page 151, SBL: 86.4- 1-8.3); 
thence along said Culmine’s 
northerly line, N62”03’OO”W 
50.00’ to the southeast corner 
of the lands now or formerly 
of Peppe & Sara Realty Corp,; 
thence northerly along said 
Peppe & Sara Realty Corp. and 
the westerly side of the former 
New England Railroad Co., 
N28”01’47”E 643,71’; thence 
still along the westerly line 
of said former railroad land, 
N16°43’40”E 28,75’ to a point 
on the southerly side of said 
Station Road, said point being 
the northeast corner of said 
Peppe & Sara Realty Corp, said 
point also being the northwest 
corner of the herein described 
parcel; thence along said Sta-
tion Road, S65”05’27”E 55.72’ 
to the point or place of begin-
ning, containing 0.77 acre of 
land.

you first feel a connection with Kingston or what’s an 
early memory of it?
MaryAnna Fitzgerald: As a kid growing up in Phoe-
nicia, Kingston was kind of like the big city [laughs]. 
Coming of age in the ’90s, mall culture was pretty 
big, so that was one of the cool things to do on the 
weekend. Walk around aimlessly in the Hudson Val-
ley Mall with your friends, try on some scents from 
the Gap or Bath and Body Works, maybe hit a movie 
at Hoyt’s Cinema. It’s almost embarrassing to think 
about, but this was in fact a totally decent and viable 
way to spend your time.

MYE: When did you first know 
that working in hair was in-
spiring to you and how long 
has it been now in total? Years 
blur together.
MF: So I’ve been doing hair for 
15 years now. What started out 
as bathroom experimentation 
with bleaches and boxed hair 
dye as a teen eventually turned 
into a seedling of an idea that I 
could actually pursue this as a 
job. At 19, I moved to the city 
to go to cosmetology school and 
that’s what solidified the notion 
that this path was a perfect fit. 
To get to work with my hands in a creative way while 
listening to people’s stories and giving advice is so ... 
me. All these years later, I’m still growing as a stylist 
and I never get bored. I’ve also built some amazing 
relationships with my clients. It’s been very rewarding.

MYE: How do you feel about the Hudson Valley area 
as a place to have a kid?
MF: Raising my child here has been great. Since 
my husband is from Kingston, we get to relive some 
childhood nostalgia by bringing her to places like The 
Sports Cone (formerly Jeto’s) and Mickey’s Igloo. For 
me, a big part of the quality of life up here has been 
having the support of my family but also the proximity 
to beautiful nature is so grounding and healthy for 
little ones, and fully grown people too.

MYE: What do you like about the arts or music cul-
ture of the area these days and how does it compare 
to growing up here?
MF: I’m so happy that the arts and music scene is so 
vibrant around here these days. When I was a teen, the 
music scene seemed more concentrated in Woodstock 
and there were a lot of talented bands that we would 
go see at the Youth Center, or the Joyous Lake. Once 
some of these venues closed, I feel like there was a dry 
spell in the area. With the reopening of Colony and the 
opening of BSP and other various venues, the scene 
has come alive again and I feel very lucky to be able to 
go to shows and experience the high caliber of talent 
in our area. All while still having space to move and 
breathe, unlike similar venues in the city.

MYE: How does it feel to have opened your own place? 
What can you tell us about it?

MF: Now having opened my own business in Kings-
ton — Uptown Hair Studio — it feels like I am doing 
something sustainable for myself in an environment 
I’ve created and love. We are a team of two — just 
me and my sister — and for the health of ourselves 
and our clients, we decided to go clean, using low-tox 
haircolor and organic, all-natural hair products. It can 
be hard to establish a career up here that brings in a 
sustainable income, and I’m very lucky to be growing 
at a time when there’s a lot of newcomers looking for 
these types of services. I am a big proponent of the 
trades, and I would encourage any adult looking for a 
career to browse through some of the trades programs 
offered at vocational school, like BOCES. To provide 
services to a new swath of the population with some 
disposable income is a good way to reap some benefits 
from the changes happening in this area.

MYE: What are some of your favorite places to go in 
Kingston?
MF: My favorite places in Kingston — this is an obvious 
and basic one, but anyone who loves food and food 
shopping as much as I do, would agree that Adams 
is a staple, and is a food- and plant-lovers’ paradise. 
I also have to shout out to Catskill Art Supply which 
has been a favorite haunt of mine since I was a child. 
They have a new location, and it’s still great. For night-
life, Stockade has been a mainstay for me for over a 
decade. There are many new spots in town, but this 
is still where I find myself most often.

Faces of Kingston
Continued from Page 1

‘A big part of the quality of life up here 
has been having the support of my 
family but also the proximity to beautiful 
nature is so grounding and healthy for 
little ones, and fully grown people too.’ 
— MaryAnna Fitzgerald
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Carnright rebuked
An open letter in response to DA Holley Carnright’s 

comments in the Kingston Times on Nov. 11:
Earlier this week, we were outraged to read incum-

bent District Attorney Holley Carnright’s statement on 
the recent uptick in fatal violence in Midtown Kings-
ton. In the article published by the Kingston Times, 
Carnright implicated Rise Up Kingston (“anti-police 
sentiment pushed by activist groups”) in the shooting 
deaths of two members of our community. We firmly 
rebuke Carnright’s words.

We are not anti-police. We believe in the promotion 
of non-violent conflict resolution on both sides of the 
body cams. We believe that everybody in our commu-
nity, regardless of race or economic class, deserves the 
dignity of a peaceful interaction with the KPD.

Through the use of FOIL (Freedom of Information 
Law) requests, legislative research, and community 
input, we have constructed a list of common-sense 
modifications to the Police Commission and the com-
plaint process, a piece of legislation that we refer to 
as our Police Accountability Platform. The legislation 
has been shared with the Laws and Rules Committee 
and the Common Council, and is available to anyone 
who would like to read the legislation.

In addition to our Police Accountability Platform, 
we have restored our Increase The Peace campaign 
in response to the two recent shooting deaths of 
members of our community. We believe that gun 
violence and drug trafficking are symptoms of op-
pression and a lack of resources. Through Increase 
The Peace, our hope is to create heightened visibility 
around alternative means to resolve conflict within 
our community. We plan to accomplish this through 
our physical presence on the streets and future 
programming.

Our work at Rise Up is focused on not only ending 
police brutality and promoting greater police account-
ability, but also on creating legislative and communi-
ty-led changes to the way that we support our most 
vulnerable community members. The majority of our 
members live in Ward 4 in Midtown, which the article 
correctly identified as one of the poorest census tracts 
(tracts 9520 and 9521) in the City of Kingston. These 
census tracts have a 50 percent poverty rate, however 
the poverty rate in Kingston as a whole is only 18.1 
percent (census.gov, 2016).

We will continue to do the work of showing up 
for those directly impacted by police brutality and 
structural racism and classism. We believe that a more 
peaceful and equitable city is possible.

In solidarity,
Rise Up Kingston

Kingston

Pat Ryan, take heed
To County Executive Pat Ryan — Ulster County’s 

economy has a very weak middle class. Each month, 
the New York Dept. of Labor reports Ulster’s low 
unemployment and increased jobs. However, the job 
increases are mostly low-wage jobs. Ulster’s economy 
does not hire many college graduates and skilled 
mechanics. Therefore, these smart young people 
leave the area. So, Pat Ryan, please assist any future 
buyer of TechCity to create full-time middle class 
jobs, that enable young people to come and stay here 
to raise their families. Check out Geddy Sveikauskas’ 
Kingston Times article — https://hudsonvalleyone.
com/2019/11/13/opportunity-knocks/

Ralph Mitchell
Kingston

An important hearing
I’m a 28 year old lifetime resident of the Town of 

Ulster. For nearly 10 years, I have been living at home 
with the help of 24-hour personal care, after a spinal 
cord injury in late 2009 left me a quadriplegic. The 
state of New York, like the rest of the United States is 
at a crossroads of a growing home-care crisis. Medical 
advancements and a growing understanding of human 
health have us living longer and surviving injuries 
that were once death sentences. Over time this has 
created an inevitable increase in the need for quality 
community-based long-term care. New York could be 
the first state to not only create a universal healthcare 
system, but one that covers comprehensive long-term 
care coverage; one of the most critical, yet overlooked 
components of a stable healthcare infrastructure. 

Opponents of universal coverage who argue it is 
unaffordable fail to consider the heavy cost society 
already pays through the lack of coverage that leaves 
individuals sick, unemployed, and in need of support. 
We are all only temporarily-abled. We all desire to live 
out our days at home, as independently as possible, with 
dignity. But the systems necessary to adequately fulfill 
that desire are woefully ill equipped to satisfy such a 
demand. Join me and the Caring Majority campaign 
on Nov. 25 in Kingston at the Ulster County Office 

Building where the state legislature will be holding 
(at 10 a.m.) a public hearing on the latest iteration of 
the New York Health Act and help us make history.

Keith Gurgui
Town of Ulster

Trinity of deficiencies
The Kingston Planning Board’s determination 

that the proposed Kingstonian project won’t have 
an impact on the character of the Stockade district 
highlights the ethical, personnel and institutional 
deficiencies in our city government. It defies reality. 
In other news, the mayor’s office announced today 
that the emperor’s new suit is on its Best Dressed list 
and the Earth is flat.

You can support the project, but still have difficulty 
swallowing the planning board’s determination. You 
can support the project, but still want a process that 
complies with the law and reality. You can support 
the project, but still be disgusted with the lack of 
competency and integrity displayed by the city and 
planning board in their handling of the Kingstonian 
application.

It is obvious to anyone with eyes that putting a 
project of that size in the historical district will have 
an impact. It dwarfs every other building Uptown; it 
will require the closure of a street, it will significantly 
increase the population of Uptown and consequently 
increase the traffic flow, and it will permanently alter 
the character, aesthetic, and landscape of Historic 
Uptown Kingston (and that is separate from the use 
of public land and money for a project which predom-
inantly benefits private developers. Why isn’t the city 
receiving rental income from the developers on the 
public land portion of the development?).

Tragically, we live in a city where ethics and pro-
fessionalism are lacking in some of its public officials, 
employees and boards/commissions. To name a few 
examples:

• The mayor announced last March, more than 
six months before all the reports and studies had been 
completed and submitted, that the project would 
receive a negative determination. Ummm ... how’d 
he know? This was inappropriate for several obvious 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Bookstore birthday
ANTHONY AND AMANDA STROMOSKI, owners of Rough Draft in Uptown Kingston, celebrated their 

second year with a birthday bash last Saturday to say thank you to the community. There was a full day of 

festivities, including free books and a special lineup of beer.
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reasons and exemplifies the mockery that was the 
“objective” review process.

• The planning board didn’t require the devel-
opers to submit a revised Environmental Assessment 
Form (EAF) even though the project had changed 
significantly from when the original form was sub-
mitted. Among these changes were the inclusion of 
an additional floor and an increase in the number of 
apartments by over 10 percent. Further the original 
form failed to address that portions of the property 
were erroneously zoned. Ummm ... so the planning 
board’s determination regarding the environmental 
impacts is based on outdated and incorrect data. What 
could possibly go wrong? Why wouldn’t the board have 
required a revised EAF? Makes no sense.

• The chair of the Planning Board is a city em-
ployee whose career is subject to the mayor’s control. 
The mayor and his administration have made their 
support for the project clearly known and thus the 
employee has a clear conflict of interest. The appro-
priate standard is not to simply avoid impropriety, 
but the appearance of it. And the way to do that is to 
eliminate the potential for such conflicts. He should 
have recused himself from all discussion and voting on 
this matter. As a basic premise, city employees should 
not serve on city boards and commissions in a voting 
capacity.

It’s not simply the optics that stink. The city and 
the planning Board have undermined the credibility 
of the process so significantly they they’ve created a 
scenario where no project can ever receive a positive 
determination. Seriously, if the Kingstonian project 
(largest in uptown Kingston) doesn’t have an impact on 
the character of the neighborhood (historical district 
where New York’s first Senate met), then what project 
can ever satisfy that standard?

Consequently, what little trust the public still had 
in the Noble administration and its boards has been 
irreparably harmed. Let’s be honest, the mayor didn’t 
exactly win reelection in a landslide, he couldn’t break 
60 percent against weak opponents. Current election 
results show him to have received over a thousand fewer 
votes than his alderwoman-at-large running mate, with 
Steve at 3,535 and Andrea at 4,563. These are Dem-
ocratic voters, yet he had an almost 25 percent drop. 
The way to rehabilitate his image is to build trust. It’s 
not to take projects that haven’t been correctly vetted, 
like the Kingstonian or Planet Wings purchase, and 
shove them down our throats.

If he really wants to build trust, then he needs to 
provide transparency. And that includes having the 
developers open their books and show why 143 units 
(with 14 designated as “affordable”) are required for 
the project to be profitable. Show us why 112 units, 
with 12 apartments being “affordable”, isn’t doable. 
The project involves prime public land, a public street 
and public DRI money. If they want city assets, then 

show us the books.
Now please excuse me as I rewatch the videos from 

Trump’s largest0ever inaugural crowd.
Neil Millens

Kingston

IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Ruthless prioritization
P

at Ryan’s let’s-get-on-with-it lead-
ership style exudes restlessness. Ulster 
County government’s chief executive is 
impatient with undirected conversation, 
unclear goal-setting and slow deci-

sion-making. He wants to move the county’s economy 
forward now, he says (among other things). Occasional 
inevitable policy mistakes, he maintains, are no excuse 
for inaction. 

The tone is one of urgency.
Walking into an hour-and-a-half meeting of the 

Ulster 2040 working group at the county office building 
last Thursday six minutes before it was scheduled to 
end, Ryan spent 14 minutes listening to the concluding 
proceedings and thanking his appointees for their 
participation.

He told the group to focus on “ruthless prioritiza-
tion.” “Let’s try to do less, better,” he urged.

The 37-year-old Army veteran and former business 
executive wants a fresh approach to economic devel-
opment. He’s looking to Ulster 2040 for a strategic 
framework to guide the county’s efforts.

There’s no time to lose. By the time of an inaugural 
public meeting scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on December 
11 in the legislative chambers, the Ulster 2040 task 
force will already have existed for a third of its ex-
pected nine-month lifespan. Ryan told the members 
he preferred a 20-page report from the group rather 
than an 80-pager.

“The primary goal of Ulster 2040 is to align and 
focus the county’s economic, workforce and community 
development investments toward a set of targeted 
focus sectors,” Ryan had said in the Sept. 12 posting 
announcing formation of the twelve-member (now 
13-member) group, “and to identify the necessary 
steps to ensure that all county residents will benefit 
from a growing and changing economy.“

Tim Weidemann, the county’s innovation director 
who is acting as process consultant and facilitator, 

guided Ulster 2040 through its primary task for last 
Thursday: “Where We Are Today.”  Weidemann utilized 
a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats) analysis. 

A SWOT exercise was conducted a dozen years ago 
by an outside consultant as part of the last strategic 
plan for economic development, Ulster Tomorrow. Ul-
ster County’s strengths and weaknesses have changed 
some since then, and the universe of opportunities 
and threats cer-
tainly has evolved. 
Though Ulster To-
morrow had coun-
seled both the need 
for improvement in 
the cumbersome 
process of deliv-
ering services and 
a greater targeting of specific industrial clusters, it 
became a hodgepodge of abstract recommendation. 
When staff follow-up was lacking, its good intentions 
quickly lost momentum.

Strengths and weaknesses are internal to Ulster 
County. Opportunities and threats are part of the out-
side world. Weidemann followed the age-old technique 
of making lists with a Sharpie marker on large pieces 
of paper taped to the walls of the legislative library in 
which the meeting took place last Thursday.

Though the Ulster County economy has 
been more stagnant than not in the past decade, 
there are reasons for optimism. Ryan desperately 

wants movement. There’s a clear need for strategies 
that will build intelligently on the reasons for optimism.

The group looked at the downside first.
Real wages have declined in Ulster County the past 

decade. The cost of living in general and particularly the 
cost of housing has increased. “The approval process 
[for proposed projects] is incredibly difficult,” said 

architect Scott Dutton. It was an even bigger problem 
in the New York City watershed, added Nels Leader 
of Bread Alone. 

The middle class has been hollowed out, noted 
economist Evelyn Wright. The population is older 
and slightly smaller, said SUNY Ulster’s Chris Marx. 
Transportation issues are challenging. Infrastructure 
needs have increased. The size of the labor force has 
decreased, and more jobholders have to commute lon-
ger distances to work. Some aspects of the educational 
system are “problematic,” as business development 
expert Arnaldo Schwerert tactfully offered. More of 
the workforce lacks appropriate job skills, said Stacey 
Rein of United Way. 

On the other hand, Ulster County is as beautiful 
and right-scaled as ever. The overall culture is diverse 
and open. Quality of life remains high. In-migrants, 
including second-homers, are bringing their skills with 
them and finding the county inexpensive compared to 
the city living they have been used to. Access to the Big 
Apple is available, and places like Woodstock, Kings-

ton, Marbletown and 
New Paltz are now 
extremely popular 
with city folks, some 
eager to become ex-
city folks.

“This could be the 
next Boulder, [Colo-
rado],” said Dutton. 

Participating on the phone, Rosendale-based food 
sales manager Matt Igoe shot back, “Have you seen 
Boulder recently?” 

Might the balance between maintaining Ulster 
County’s strengths while attending to its weakness-
es prove impossible in the face of pressures toward 
gentrification? Won’t the things that make a place 
wonderful be threatened and ultimately eroded by 
change? It was a balancing act, the group conceded, 
but something that needed to be risked.

Fortunately, doing less, better is not an 
impossible task. You create a few areas of focus. 
My choices are the creative industries, the digital 

world and an extended food and agriculture cluster. You 
align the county’s support sectors, including workforce 
development, education, infrastructure improvement, 
finance, and outreach and research, to concentrate on 
the growth of these sectors. 

Then you do the job.
Ruthless enough?

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES 
ARE INTERNAL TO ULSTER COUNTY. 
OPPORTUNITIES AND THREATS ARE 
PART OF THE OUTSIDE WORLD.

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes
Party Events • Weddings
Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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Get rewarded this 
holiday season!
Use your Bank of Greene County Visa  debit 
card for all your purchases and earn points!

www.tbogc.com  845.336.4797 Community Banking at its Best

Stop by any branch or visit us online at www.tbogc.com to find out how!

®

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

National 
contender
Cheer coach Amanda Rogers 
competing in coach-of-the-
year contest  BY CRISPIN KOTT

Local cheerleading coach Amanda 
Rogers is in the running for Coach of the 
Year in the annual Greatmats National 
Instructor of the Year Award Series. 
Rogers, a Highland native, is a coach 

at Empire Athletics Cheer & Dance in Kingston and 
was nominated by parents of a few of her students.

“It being from parents to begin with is always some-
thing that is special,” said Rogers. “To be acknowledged 
for the things that you do outside of your practices 
and the time that you take and the sacrifices that you 
make for your extended to your family, it was really 
special. I cried, but it wasn’t bad tears. It just kind of 
confirmed that this is something that I’m meant to do.”

Rogers is one of only five cheerleading coaches nomi-
nated from New York in an overall field of 62. Two finalists 
will be selected based on online voting (https://www.
greatmats.com/shop/custom/photocontest.php?pc=19), 
which runs through Saturday, Nov. 28. Greatmats will 
then select the winner based on their demonstration of 
service, community impact, integrity and the quality 
of instruction. Cheerleading is one of eight coaching 
categories in the annual series, with others including 

gymnastics, grappling martial arts, and dog training. 
Greatmats is a Milltown, Wisconsin-based company that 
specializes in rubber, foam and tile flooring.

Rogers, who began cheerleading at the age of seven, 
has been a coach for six years. She’s in her first year at 
Empire, where she leads the Queen of Hearts, a Youth 
Level 1 team of eight girls between the ages of 6-10.

“My team does local competition, and they also do 
national,” said Rogers. “We’re going to a competition in 
Pennsylvania, one of our nationals. So we’ll be compet-
ing with teams from all across the East Coast. And our 
older teams will actually be going to Florida for their 
nationals, and they’ll be going against teams for all over 
the United States. And then it’s also an international 
competition at the same time, so they’ll be exposed 
to people from Canada or Mexico or South America.”

Rogers coaches around 20 kids altogether, including 
private training sessions. Previously, she coached the 
same Highland program she attended herself through 
middle school, Highland Youth Football and Cheer. 
Through her own experiences cheerleading, Rogers has 
been able to connect with the kids she coaches. And in 
a group with different ages, that’s not necessarily easy. 

“When I start a team, they’re all coming as different 
individuals with different personalities and strengths 
and weaknesses and they have to learn that when 
they’re competing and they’re on the mat together, 
they’re one unit, they’re one person together doing a 
performance,” she said. “I’ve been really blessed with 
this season. These kids have definitely meshed and they 

hold each other accountable and they cheer each other 
on. They’re very most self-motivating to themselves, 
but also other people on the team. It’s been really good. 
They need that ability to be with different people and 
different personalities and different upbringings and 
kind of mesh that all together for one common goal, 
and they have that.”

Rogers said she hopes to help clear up miscon-
ceptions about cheerleading, which she said is very 
competitive, very inclusive, and not just for girls.

“Cheerleading in general is not just a female sport,” 
she said. “Males really can be really involved, but there’s 
kind of like that negative connotation that cheerleading 
is just a female-driven sport. We have a couple of guys 
on the senior team [at Empire] who are amazing. It 
really opens doors up for everybody.”

Rogers said there is also a misconcep-
tion that cheerleading isn’t an athletic en-
deavor or a sport.

“It’s certainly an under-recognized sport,” she said. 
“The amount of conditioning and mental strength that 
the kids have to have to be on for two minutes and 
doing high intensity performance, it’s really admirable, 
especially considering some of the kids are five and 
six and they’re able to be that focused and perform 
for that long of a time.”

Greatmats will announce the Cheerleading Coach 
of the Year on Friday, Dec. 13. As of press time, Rogers 
has 4,001 votes. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Amanda Rogers, at right, and friends.
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