
Helping 
hands
New Paltz police partner 
with Catholic Charities
to aid those suff ering
from opiate use disorder

by Terence P Ward

T
OWN OF NEW Paltz employees 
brought village trustees up to 
speed last week on resources 
and programs available to aid 

those suff ering from what’s now called 
opiate use disorder.

When someone struggling with a sub-
stance addiction is ready to take a step 
into treatment, that’s something worth 
supporting. Thanks to a new partnership 
between New Paltz police and trained 
volunteers from Catholic Charities, 
that’s a decision which can be backed 
up with action. According to police chief 
Joseph Snyder, if someone comes to the 
town police station “in the middle of 
the night in need of recovery,” offi  cers 
will call a Catholic Charities number to 
arrange transportation to a treatment 
facility. An offi  cer will remain with the 
individual until a “soft hand-off ” to the 

Continued on page 12
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The counting 
begins

U
LSTER COUNTY ELECTION 
workers this week began the 
painstaking work of tallying 
more than 2,700 absentee 

and affi  davit ballots in order to deter-
mine the outcome of an Election Day 
virtual dead heat in the race for district 
attorney.

Nine days of early voting and a No-
vember 5 general election ended with 
Republican DA hopeful Mike Kavanagh 
holding a three-vote lead over his rival, 
Democrat Dave Clegg. The razor-thin 
margin means that the fi nal outcome 
will be determined by 2,275 absentee 
and 428 affi  davit ballots. The vote count 
kicked off  Monday following a mandato-
ry 15-day waiting period to allow for the 
arrival of absentee ballots sent from over-
seas. Republican elections commissioner 
Tom Turco said this week his offi  ce would 
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Where beavers thrive, close
to civilization: Mill Brook Preserve
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Middle school students learn 
the history of the N-word

Rosendale In our own backyard

22nd annual International
Pickle Festival this Sunday
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Sports

Best of the best for fall sports
in New Paltz and Highland

Color your dreams
How Gardiner’s Will Sweeney cobbles together a career

as animator and storyboard artist 

LAUREN THOMAS

Storyboard artist, illustrator and Gardiner resident Will Sweeney.

by Frances Marion Platt

O
NCE THERE WAS a time -- within living memory, for some -- when a person was 
trained for a profession, stayed in it his or her whole working life and then retired. 
That’s an increasingly rare scenario these days, given the rapid changes in technology 
that can make an entire fi eld obsolete almost overnight. Living through such times 

and trying to raise a family on a skillset that needs wholesale revamping every so often can be 
a scary proposition. It can also make for a very interesting and varied career, for those who are 
adaptable by disposition.

Will Sweeney of Gardiner is one of those creative types who was cursed, or perhaps blessed, 
to live in interesting times. A self-described “comics kid” when he was growing up on the out-
skirts of Boston, he read all the science fi ction he could get his hands on, and he loved to draw. 
“Spaceships and monsters were the greatest thing,” he says. But he wasn’t encouraged to think 
of art as a profession, so he got a degree in English at U Mass at Amherst and set out to pursue 
a career as an advertising account executive: “I did that for a couple of years, but I hated it.”

So Sweeney went back to school, this time aiming for a BFA in illustration at the Rhode Is-
land School of Design. It was there that he met his wife, graphic designer Sarah Snow, whose 
company is called Treeo Design. He was interested in doing art for the fi lm industry as well 
as for advertising, comic books and kid lit. That was before the digital revolution, and he had 
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond
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Learn how to make the most of your Thanksgiving
leftovers at the Repair Café in New Paltz

T
HE REPAIR CAFÉ in New Paltz will take place this Saturday, November 23 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the New Paltz United Methodist Church. The event will feature a DIY demo 
from noon to 1 p.m., with tips about how to make the most out of your Thanksgiving left-
overs. Gary Feinland, Environmental Program Specialist with the DEC, will demonstrate 

recipes plus ingenious ways to store leftovers.
As at every Repair Café, volunteer experts will be on hand to attend to the beloved but broken 

items you bring -- from mechanical, electrical, electronic and digital, to clothes and textile mend-
ing, jewelry, things made of wood, metal welding and faded or damaged photographs.

Repairs are free, but this is not a drop-off  service -- you bring your item and stay with it. There 
is a limit of two items per person.

Repair Café continues its commitment to Family of New Paltz. When you bring an item for re-
pair, please also bring a food item for Family.

There will also be a supervised kids’ take-apart and create table, and in the Café, coff ee and tea 
are free, with home-baked treats, apples and bananas by donation. 

The church is located at the corner of Main and Grove streets in New Paltz.

Repair Café in Gardiner
The Gardiner Library will host a Repair Café this 

Sunday, November 24  from 1 to 4 p.m. Repair Café 
is a free event where community members bring be-
loved but broken items, and together, with volunteer 
repair coaches, fi x them. Broken items include small 
appliances, lamps, clothing, frames, chairs and 
more. There will be free coff ee and tea (bring your 
own mug) and baked treats and fruit for sale.

Currently, the café is looking for repair coaches 
to guide people in fi xing all kinds of things. Repair 
coaches bring their own tools and supplies and off er 
repairs at no cost. If you would like to volunteer, the 
commitment can be on a per-event basis.

Visit www.facebook.com/repaircafehudsonvalley 
for more information about Repair Café or call Ni-
cole at 255-1255. The Gardiner Repair Café meets in 
the  Gardiner Library community room, located at 
133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

New Paltz School District cancels 
this year’s senior citizens luncheon

Duzine and Lenape elementary schools will not 
be hosting their annual senior citizens Thanksgiving 
luncheons this year, due to the school district’s ongo-
ing capital project. 

Superintendent Maria Rice expressed dismay 
about calling off  the event. “I am really disappointed 
that we have to cancel this year’s luncheons,” Rice 
said. “Unfortunately, it cannot be helped this year, 
but may resume in November 2020.” 

“It is a great event that has been going on for many 
years, and we are disappointed that we are unable to 
prepare the meal at the central kitchen at the middle 
school due to the capital project renovations,” said 
food service director Michael Robinson.  

Medicare talk at Gardiner Library

 The Gardiner Library will host Medicare 101 with 
Jim Farnham this Saturday, November 23 from 3 to 5 
p.m. This talk will cover Medicare basics. 

The talk takes place in the library community 
room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

Holiday party for seniors

A holiday party for seniors is being planned for 
Sunday, December 8, 1 p.m., at the New Paltz Com-
munity Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive. A varied 
menu will be provided, along with live entertain-
ment.

Registration is required. To register, call 255-2512 
or visit townofnewpaltz.org and click on recreation. 
The alternate date for inclement weather is Sunday, 
December 15 at 1 p.m.

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers 
to serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water 
Open Space Preservation Commission, Environmen-
tal Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Com-
mission, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public 
Access Committee, Recreation Committee and Zon-
ing Board of Appeals. Interested parties are asked to 

The Repair Café in New Paltz will feature a DIY demo with tips about how to make the most out of your 
Thanksgiving leftovers. 

submit a letter of interest and resume to the supervi-
sor’s offi  ce at P.O. Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or 
e-mail assistant@townofnewpaltz.org.

Coping with suicide loss

A support group for those who have lost a loved 
one to suicide will start on Thursday, November 21 in 
Room 3 of the educational building at the New Paltz 
Reformed Church, located at 92 Huguenot Street. 
The facilitator will be Carol Sutcliff e, LCSW. The 
group will meet every Thursday from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

For additional information, call 339-9090, exten-
sion  2207 or 2211.

Calling all artists! 

The New Paltz Community Foundation and the Vil-
lage of New Paltz are soliciting visual artists for a com-
missioned project for our “Second Wave Creative,” 
an initiative to grace the newly installed Hasbrouck 
Park playground, located near the Village’s core, with 
thought-provoking and beautiful artwork on a theme 
of “pollinators and the landscape they inhabit.” The 
new children’s playground, completed in early Octo-
ber, was a community-wide building eff ort involving 
some 800 volunteers. 

They are looking for lively, eye-catching artwork 
that celebrates pollinators of all varieties -- butterfl ies, 
moths, honeybees, bats, et al. New Paltz’s playground 
is not only a place to host imaginative play and meet 
new friends, but also a place to learn and thrive. 

Thought-provoking and educational art that celebrates 
our environment will be a perfect addition to exactly 
what this playground represents: how when we work 
together, we can accomplish great things! Learning 
about our pollinators and how they help our commu-
nity and world will foster even more admiration for all 
the creatures among us. 

The playground is made from recycled plastic mate-
rial. The material can be painted on, but for longevity, 
we are asking artists to create on panels that can be af-
fi xed to the playground’s features and structures. 

Artists can be from anywhere, but preference will be 
given to those applicants who live in New Paltz. 

The successful applicant will be awarded $1,000.00 
at the project’s completion. 

Interested artists should submit a creative concept 
design on pollinators, a statement of intent, photos of 
their work and a resume. A proposed budget for mate-
rials should also accompany the application; the cost 
of paint and materials up to a $1,000 expenditure cap 
will be paid by the New Paltz Community Foundation. 

Some reading on pollinators and suggestions here: 
https://plants.usda.gov/pollinators/Native_Pollinators.pdf 

Deadline: If using regular mail, postmarked no later 
than Saturday, December 14, 2019. If e-mailing, no later 
than midnight on Saturday, December 14, 2019. E-mail 
submissions to: art@villageofnewpaltz.org.

For additional information, e-mail us at art@villa-
geofnewpaltz.org. Please no phone calls. 

Camerata Chorale

Camerata Chorale, under the direction of Lee H. 
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Scouting for Food Drive

S
COUT TROOP 172 and Cub Pack 272 of New Paltz conducted a success-
ful Scouting for Food Drive this year throughout the town and village 
of New Paltz on Saturday, November 9. The boys, girls, leaders and 
family members worked diligently and came up with the following to-

tals of food items collected: Scout Troop 172 collected 1,737 items of food that 
were delivered to the Family of New Paltz Food Pantry. An additional 1,383 
food items were donated by the RYCOR Company. New Paltz Cub Scout Pack 
272 collected 1,053 food items that were delivered to the St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church Food Pantry in New Paltz. A donation from the RYCOR Company of 
1,793 food items were also donated to the St. Joseph’s Church Food Pantry. 
The food drive will benefi t many of those in need throughout the local com-

munity.
“The boys, girls and families of Scout Troop 172 and Pack 272 of New Paltz 

and the local food pantries at Family of New Paltz and St. Joseph’s Church 
sincerely thank the New Paltz Community and the RYCOR Company for their 
generosity,” said assistant scoutmaster Christopher A. Nadareski.

“This time of year we always do something to give back,” said Scott Arnold 
of the RYCOR Company. “And it came to our attention that the Scouting For 
Food event was taking place on November 9. My company delivered approxi-
mately $12,000 worth of food to this cause, unloading and packaging food 
with the Boy Scouts of America to feed as many people as possible through the 
holiday season.”

Members of Scout Troop 172 and Cub Pack 272 of New Paltz. The RYCOR Company donated approximately $12,000 worth of food  to the 
Scouting for Food drive.

Pritchard, will present a concert, Noél – Noél - Noél, 
on November 23 and 24. It will include music of J.S. 
Bach, Heinrich Schütz and Francis Poulenc. Cam-
erata Chorale will be accompanied by Gary Palmieri 
and guest soloists. Camerata is in its 56th season of 
performing classical music in the Hudson Valley.

The concert will be performed this Saturday, No-
vember 23, 8 p.m., at the New Paltz United Method-
ist Church, located at 1 Grove Street in New Paltz. 
It will be repeated this Sunday, November 24, 3:30 
p.m., at the Poughkeepsie Reformed Church, located 
at 71 Hooker Avenue in Poughkeepsie.

For additional information, go to Facebook at 
Camerata Chorale of Poughkeepsie or www.camer-
ata-chorale.org. Tickets are $15, $12 for seniors and 
$5 for students. 

Still time to register online for the 
Family of New Paltz Turkey Trot 

This year’s 16th annual Family of New Paltz Tur-
key Trot, a 5K run and walk held annually to support 
Family of New Paltz’s food pantry and crisis assis-
tance services, will be held on Thanksgiving morn-
ing, November 28.

There will be prizes for best costumes, and of 
course the famous Mashed Potato Fun Run, which is 
free for children 12 and under. For the more serious 
runners, the 5K course this year will again be certi-
fi ed by USATF and include chip timing. 

Online registration will remain open until Tues-
day, November 26 at 5 p.m., and you can fi nd all the 
details at https://www.newpaltzturkeytrot.com or 
by calling (845) 255-8801. 

In-person registration and pickup of race packets 
will take place on Wednesday, November 27 from 
noon to 6 p.m. at the Jewish Community Center, lo-
cated at 30 North Chestnut Street in New Paltz and 
will continue on Thanksgiving morning beginning at 
8 a.m. at the upper parking lot of Water Street Mar-
ket.

This year’s Turkey Trot is being held in memory of 
Kathy Cartagena, former program director of Fam-
ily of New Paltz who worked with the agency for 23 
years, until her retirement in May 2016. She passed 
away on August 26.

For further details, call (845) 255-8801.

Walking it off 

Lace up, seniors. The twice-weekly walking club 
is resuming as of December 2 from 10 to 11 a.m. at 

the SUNY New Paltz indoor track. Registration is re-
quired. Please call the New Paltz Community Center 
at 255-2512 to register.

The Maya Gold Foundation:
Grant oppportunity

The Maya Gold Foundation has announced the 
availability of funding through the THRIVE: Grants 
for Youth Programs initiative. The application dead-
line for the current funding cycle is December 21, 
2019.

The Maya Gold Foundation has funded more than 
20 programs for teens in previous funding cycles, 
and local youth have benefi ted from music lessons, 
empowerment groups, art programs, wilderness 

activities, reading programs and theatre games. 
THRIVE Grants are available to support existing pro-
grams and fund individuals who want to develop 
new programs for teens in New Paltz and the sur-
rounding area. The Foundation welcomes requests 
for funding throughout the year. A committee re-
views applications quarterly, and for this cycle ap-
plications must be submitted by December 21, 2019.

For more information and to apply online, go to 
mayagoldfoundation.org/apply or e-mail info@may-
agoldfoundation.org.

The Foundation’s mission is to “empower youth to 
access their inner wisdom and realize their dreams.” 

Applications are strongly encouraged from tradi-
tionally underrepresented communities and innova-
tive programs that provide unique opportunities for 
youth.

Thanksgiving

THE BAKERY
See all the Halloween Pumpkins at

www.ilovethebakery.com
13A N. FRONT ST., NEW PALTZ

255-8840

Open until noon on Thanksgiving Day.

• Pumpkin Pie

• Apple Pie

• Pecan Pie

• Cherry Pie

• Pumpkin Cheesecake

• Apple Dumplings

• Cookie Platters

• Pumpkin Nut Bread

• Dinner Rolls

• Butternut Squash Bisque

• Oven Roasted Brussel  
 Sprouts

• Wild Mushroom Stuffing

• Roasted Sweet Potatoes

• Homemade Turkey Gravy

• Sesame String Beans

• Sourdough Bread

• Six Grain Bread
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New Paltz Middle School students
learn the history of the N-word

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School (NPHS) Social Studies teacher Albert Cook paid a special visit 
to New Paltz Middle School (NPMS) recently to give students in grades 6-8 an important 
and timely lesson about the history of the N-word and why it should not be used. Cook, 
who teaches Black History classes at NPHS, began his lesson by explaining the negative 

meaning of the word and how it has been used throughout history to demean, disrespect, abuse, 
oppress and hurt people of color.

“European-Americans began using the N-word in the early 1600s to try to justify the brutalities 
of slavery,” he said. “When the world started looking at them saying, ‘What are you doing?’ their 
answer was, ‘[The slaves] are no one. They are nothing.’ If you can convince other people that 
they are nothing, you can commence violence.”

According to NPMS Principal Ann Sheldon, the November 12 assembly was coordinated in re-
sponse to reports that some white students were asking their black friends for a “N-word pass,” 
which essentially means they were asking permission to use the racial slur. The reported incident 
was addressed directly with the parties involved, but asking for a “N-word pass” has become a 
growing trend across the country. 

“Given the widespread nature of this troubling behavior, we felt it was important to broaden 
awareness of the situation and remind students that it’s not appropriate to use this kind of ra-
cially charged language,” Sheldon said.

Cook told students that there should be no desire to have a “pass” to say the N-word to a per-
son of color. “There is always another word you can use,” he said. “Even if someone tells you it’s 
okay. There is a history to the word, there is a power to the word and there is a pain to the word.”

Sheldon was pleased to report that students were attentive and respectful during the presenta-
tion. “We appreciate Mr. Cook coming in and speaking about such an important topic,” she said.

NEW PALTZ | SCHOOLS

New Paltz High School Social Studies teacher Albert Cook answers questions from New Paltz Middle 
School students following a presentation during which he explained about the negative meaning of the 
N-word and how it has been used throughout history to hurt people of color.

Lawn law rollback 
doesn’t make the cut
by Terence P Ward

V
ILLAGE OF NEW Paltz trustees won’t be 
eliminating the local law limiting lawns to 
three inches. Those who spoke in favor 
of mowing down the existing law at last 

week’s meeting, touched on many perceived bene-
fi ts, and also acknowledged the concerns raised that 
this would create havens for ticks.

Janelle Peotter, coordinator of New Paltz Climate 
Smart, was well prepared to speak in support of this 
initiative, as that group recently held an event to pro-
mote the idea of shrinking lawns. She touched on the 
fertilizer and water needed to keep a lawn’s unnatu-
ral aesthetic in place and the sheer amount of gaso-
line used to keep grass to the height required under 
village law. A mowed lawn results in eight times as 
much carbon spewed into the atmosphere than the 
plants themselves can sequester. As for ticks, Peot-
ter said that another way to reduce tick population 
is by increasing the biodiversity, a matter which 
“warrants further study” according to a 2013 paper 
published in the journal Parasites & Vectors. She ad-
ditionally characterized Lyme disease as the “fi rst 
epidemic of climate change,” suggesting that eff orts 
to stem those changes would reduce the danger of 
ticks to humans overall. Increasing the height would 
allow others to plant “no-mow” grass which reaches 
a height of six to eight inches.

Liz Elkin noted that this would not forbid mowing, 
and that property owners who desire a short lawn 
would retain that right. She spoke about clover, a 
food source for many pollinators, being able to suc-
cessfully fl ower in a longer lawn. As for ticks, Elkin 
sees traditional lawns as being more a haven for the 
parasites because there’s nothing living there that 
would eat the bloodsucking arachnids.

One idea mentioned was that rolling back this law 
would make it possible to replace portions of lawn 
with vegetable gardens or fl owering meadows, but 

Mayor Tim Rogers is of the opinion that this is true 
even now.

Landlord Ed Burke raised worries that this change 
would be endorsed by his absentee colleagues, re-
sulting in a “lot of unsightly yards.” In back yards 
he thinks this is acceptable, but he asked, “Is there a 
big outcry?” Those who do not wish to use gasoline 
mowers could purchase reel mowers, he pointed 
out. It does not appear that these are used in any 
local landscaping company, perhaps suggesting an 
untapped demand for such a service.

Rogers characterized lawns as “not the wisest land 
use,” but acknowledged that it appears some village 
residents were confused, believing that this move 
would prevent them from mowing.

Deputy mayor KT Tobin is supportive of taking a 
hard look at the problem, but wants to understand 
what needs to be solved before taking any action, 
saying that it’s “not as easy as changing lawn height.” 
If the village law was abolished, the state maximum 
of ten inches would then be in force.

Trustee Michele Zipp noted that context matters: 
the grass near Deyo Hall on Huguenot Street is fi ve 
inches tall and seems appropriate, but that’s likely 
too much for what’s in Hasbrouck Park. She men-
tioned a property where the yard is covered with 
fl owering plants, all far taller than three inches.

The mayor called the current law a “blunt instru-
ment,” but he and others at the table didn’t believe 
its removal would necessarily be a good thing, de-

spite the law’s inconsistent application. He is now lean-
ing toward “smaller lawns, not taller lawns,” a solution 
which this repeal alone would not advance. ++

Time for a visit

Last week, four members of the New Paltz Town 
Planning Board took a harder look at the Friedland-
er site plan to convert the old Mac Iron Works on 
North Putt Corners Road into offi  ces and work space 
for the named construction company. Town Plan-
ning Board deputy chair Lyle Nolan pointed out that 
while the presence of wetlands was noted on the en-
vironmental assessment form by the applicant, they 
aren’t marked on the site plan. Jonathan Schwartz, 
weighing in for the town’s Environmental Conser-
vation Board, asked for a site visit to verify location 
and quality of wetlands on the site, and board mem-
bers agreed to arrange one and invite Schwartz and 
his colleagues as well.

The site visit will also allow board members to 
better understand other issues which are not made 
clear on submitted plans. For one, they’d like a bet-
ter sense of what construction materials will be 
stored on the site, and where. There’s also an ongo-
ing discussion about two or three parking spots and 
whether they should be considered to be in the front 
yard -- which would require a variance -- or on the 
side. Questions also arose about whether all trees re-
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Lenape Elementary 
School holds
Pumpkin Festival

D
URING LENAPE ELEMENTARY 
School’s recent Pumpkin Festival, 
students solved equations in order 
to escape an “outdoor math mys-

tery room” and deciphered riddles to deduce 
what classes had created an array of imagi-
natively designed pumpkins.  The young-
sters also participated in a dry-ice activity 
brimming with fog, mulched and winterized 
garden beds and created butterfl y wings that 
will be part of an upcoming art installation 
at the school. Members of New Paltz High 
School’s Grade 12 PIGLETS (Participation in 
Government, Literature and Economics for 
Today’s Student) were also on hand to help 
the young entomologists with their project. 
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PHOTOS BY TAMMY CILIONE/ULSTER BOCES COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Grade four Lenape Elementary School student Abygail Cioto (left), blows on the misty fog created 
by dry ice at the Pumpkin Festival. Cioto’s classmate, Ellen O’Rourke inspects her container of frozen 
carbon dioxide.

Grade three Lenape Elementary School students 
(from left to right) Carter Herron, Kenny Osterhoudt 
and Darin O’Brien, work on their problem-solving 
and teamwork skills while getting some fresh air and 
exercise at the school’s annual Pumpkin Festival.

quired to be shown on the plan were included.
Parking also requires landscaping, and accord-

ing to town engineer Andy Willingham, it can’t just 
be along the edges. Ten percent of the parking area 
must include trees or other plantings. Parking also 
means runoff , and Willingham wants to know if the 
storm water retention pond from the 2002 Mac Iron 
Works site plan was ever even built. If it’s there, he’ll 
need evidence that it’s up to the task if parking is 
expanded.

-- Terence P Ward

Day care center shuttered

The New Paltz Child Care Center was closed down 
last week, New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil Bettez con-
fi rmed on Monday. There was little information avail-
able at press time, but Bettez said that his understand-
ing is that the decision was made by members of the 
nonprofi t’s board of directors.

The day care facility was created in the 1990s thanks 
to grant funding at a time when there were few options 
for working parents in the community. Since then, its 
location on the grounds of Duzine Elementary School 
has earned it pride of place in the hearts of many par-
ents, even as the fi scal situation became more pre-
carious. The nonprofi t was operated in a town-owned 
building on school district property, a building for 
which maintenance was deferred by town leaders for 
some time leading up to tense moments in 2015, when 
the lease was nearly cancelled to avoid the responsibil-
ity for keeping the building safe for children. The lease 
arrangement is complicated by the fact that the build-
ing is on school property; district offi  cials can only 
have an arrangement with representatives of another 
public entity. The agreement was ultimately extended, 
with an eye on shifting the full responsibility onto the 
backs of the day care center’s board members.

Bettez said he expects more information to be avail-
able in time for the Town Board meeting this Thursday, 
November 22, 7 p.m., at the courthouse.

-- Terence P Ward

Planning Board approves 
McDonald’s remodel 

Alan Roscoe, the architect shepherding the Mc-
Donald's remodeling application through the plan-
ning process, called the past year "time well spent" 
leading up to the approval fi nally granted at the 
planning board's November 14 meeting. Work will 
begin in March or April to change what most board 
members regarded as one of the ugliest buildings on 
Main Street into a McDonald's that Roscoe has said 
will be unlike any in the northeastern United States. 
Company executives initially wanted to put in large 
and extensive signage to draw attention to the prop-
erty in keeping a business model hugely dependent 
upon people idling engines in a drive-through lane. 
The palette of the fi nalized design is much muted 
one of whites and greys, and considerable details 
were added at the recommendation of town archi-
tect Kurt Sutherland to be more harmonious with 
the New Paltz aesthetic. This was the fi rst applica-
tion for which current board members enjoyed an 
architect providing them with guidance, in addition 
to the engineering and legal perspectives they usu-
ally receive.

-- Terence P Ward

New water conservation
order issued for the village

There will be no watering of lawns in the Village of 
New Paltz for the time being, nor washing of cars nor 
porches. Village trustees have put into place a con-
servation order on account of the Catskill aqueduct 
being again shut down for a good scrubbing.

-- Terence P Ward

Salary satisfactory for the mayor

When village of New Paltz trustees passed their 
budget for the current fi scal year, they agreed to 
revisit the mayor’s salary after six months’ time. At 
their November 13 meeting, they voted unanimously 
to keep it at its present level of $55,450.

-- Terence P Ward

New Paltz Among Top STEM high 
schools

Newsweek has announced its ranking of the top 
5,000 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) high schools in the country, and New 
Paltz High School is among the schools being recog-
nized for excellence in these fi elds. New Paltz was 
ranked #1,944.

Newsweek partnered with STEM.org, an educa-
tional advocacy group, to create the list. Accord-
ing to a statement from Newsweek, the schools be-
ing honored employ skilled teachers who keep up 
with developments in the STEM fi elds while creating 
dynamic learning environments to engage their stu-
dents. 

The honor is a well-deserved one, according to 
New Paltz Superintendent Maria Rice. “Our high 
school has exceptional teachers and a wealth of aca-
demic opportunities in the areas of Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math,” she said. “We’re 
committed to continuing to off er students STEM-re-
lated educational opportunities that will help them 
succeed in college, tackle real-world challenges and 
thrive in 21st-century careers.” 

Among the high school’s STEM educators is Math/
Computer Science teacher Joseph Haas, who was re-
cently named a New York State Master Teacher in 
the area of Computer Science. “I think we have a 
very dedicated faculty and an amazing selection of 
STEM classes for a school of our size,” he declared. 
“If I were a student, I would be thrilled to have the 
computer science and engineering course selection 
that we off er at New Paltz High School. Taking STEM 
classes in high school gives students an opportunity 

to explore a variety of diff erent disciplines and help 
prepare them for college-level coursework.” 

Technology teacher Alexis Mallory, who teaches 
Engineering and Robotics classes, points to the 
school district’s involvement with Project Lead the 
Way (PLTW), a Kindergarten-Grade 12 program that 
develops students’ pre-engineering skills and of-
fers older students the opportunity to earn college 
credits at the Rochester Institute of Technology 
(RIT). “Since we have had PLTW classes, the num-
ber of students pursuing the engineering fi eld has 
increased dramatically,” she said. “Early exposure is 
so important along with making learning fun.” 

Art/Technology teacher Brennan Woods, who 
teaches a manufacturing class utilizing Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math (STEAM) 
skills, is impressed by the caliber of his students’ 
work. “The students in my classes demonstrate a 
strong confi dence in their own creativity and the 
ability to critique their designs,” he observed. “The 
critical thinking and problem-solving mentality re-
ally helps the students and program develop innova-
tive ideas and fi nal products.” 

To view the full list of the top 5,000 top STEM high 
schools, please visit https://www.newsweek.com/
americas-best-stem-high-schools-2020.

 JOIN US!
Become a supporter and 
receive a complimentary 

e-subscription. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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Nexamp and the Town of Rochester celebrate 
completion of 5.6 MW community solar farm 

T
HE FIRST COMMUNITY solar farm in the Town of Rochester is completed and is now 
producing clean energy for the area. Community solar developer Nexamp, along with 
local and county elected offi  cials and area residents, came together on November 2 for 
a ribbon cutting to celebrate this milestone. Town of Rochester Supervisor Mike Baden 

and Ulster County Executive Patrick Ryan were featured speakers at the event. 
The site, located in the hamlet of Accord along Route 209, features an extensive array of more 

than 14,000 solar panels, generating 5.6 MW of power and supporting more than 400 individual 
subscribers. In addition, 1 MW of the project is dedicated to New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority’s (NYSERDA) Solar for All program for income-eligible homeowners and 
renters. 

“At Nexamp, we believe that clean energy -- and especially solar -- is for everyone. Not just those 
who can pay the installation costs, not just people who own their own homes, not just the people 
who have the right roofs, but everyone,” explained Nexamp vice president of marketing, Kyle 
Marchesseault. “Our community solar program is designed to make the benefi ts of solar more ac-
cessible. With more than a dozen projects already completed or under construction in New York, 
we are excited about the future.”

A second community solar site is also nearing completion on Airport Road in the Town of Roch-
ester. “These two projects have multiple benefi ts,” said Mike Baden, supervisor of the Town of 
Rochester. “Our residents are able to save money on their monthly electric bills, the town gains 
a source of long-term income from the land-lease agreements and we add substantial renewable 
energy resources to the local CHG&E grid. We have enjoyed working with everyone at Nexamp to 
bring this to fruition.”

“Adding more clean energy sources in the county is critical as we work toward a carbon-free 
energy grid across New York state in the coming years,” noted Ulster County Executive Patrick 
Ryan. “It’s encouraging to see solar developers working closely with towns to design projects that 
meet local needs and bring economic opportunity. A healthy, vibrant future depends on these 
kinds of partnerships.”

This project is one of nine across the state awarded contracts through the state’s Solar for All 
program. For more information on Solar for All eligibility and to sign up, homeowners and renters 
should visit NYSERDA’s website or call 1-877-NYSMART.

 ACCORD | SOLAR FARM

Cutting the ribbon at the Nexamp community solar farm in Accord are (L-R) Larry DeWitt, town project 
coordinator; councilwoman Bea Haugen-Depuy; Town of Rochester  Supervisor Mike Baden, Kyle 
Marchesseault, Nexamp vice president of marketing; and Pat Ryan, Ulster County Executive.

The go-to 
place
Rosendale Rec Center rental 
fees get major increase for 
non-residents

by Frances Marion Platt

T
HE ROSENDALE COMMUNITY Center -- or 
Rec Center, as it’s popularly known -- has 
an ongoing problem that may come as a 
surprise to many: excessive popularity. 

It has become the go-to place to hold large, noisy, 
trash-generating, power-consuming dance parties. 
“They’re ginormous,” Recreation Department clerk 
Dorene Whitaker told the Rosendale Town Board 
at its November 13 meeting. “They have deejays, 
the lights are going -- it’s like a discotheque. In sum-
mer that building’s jamming. It’s booked Saturdays 
and Sundays, pretty much every week.” Among the 
negative results of being so trendy: excessive wear 
and tear on the facility, plus, says town supervisor 
Jeanne Walsh, “The electric bill has been very high.”

According to Whitaker, it’s not only Rosendalers 

who are taking advantage of the space on Route 32 
as a party venue. “They’re coming from Newburgh, 
Poughkeepsie, Albany -- they’re coming from near 
and far.” Part of the reason for the Rec Center’s 
appeal, she explained, is its location, which is far 
enough away from residential neighborhoods that 
not too many people are complaining to the police 
about noise. More importantly, the rental fees are so 
low that there’s an incentive for partygoers to travel 
farther in order to get more bang for their buck.

But that highly competitive fee schedule is about 
to change, incorporating serious disincentives for 
out-of-towners to look to Rosendale as their party 
host. Whitaker sought the aid of the town’s Recre-
ation Commission in drawing up a new Rental Ap-
plication for use of the Rec Center, with new prices 
set to take eff ect on January 1. “I have people calling 
now to make reservations for 2020,” she said. “I al-
ready have two for October!”

The Town Board responded to Whitaker’s urgent 
plea by unanimously adopting (with Matt Igoe ab-
sent from the meeting) the new schedule that she 
and the Rec Commission jointly developed and rec-
ommended. The revised rates are still aff ordable for 
Rosendale residents, but jacked up considerably for 
bargain-hunting outsiders. For a six-hour block of 
time, rental rates will now be, for residents, $120 for 
50 or fewer attendees, $200 for 51 to 100, $250 for 
101 to 150 and $300 for 151 to 200 (the maximum ca-
pacity for the space, according to the fi re code). Non-

“They have deejays, the 
lights are going -- it’s like a 
discotheque,” said Dorene 
Whitaker. “In summer that 

building’s jamming.” 

resident users will have to pay $250 for 50 people 
or fewer, $500 for 51 to 100, $750 for 101 to 150 and 
$1,200 for 151 to 200.

Additional fees will be charged to renters who 
need time to decorate the space before an event. 
Not-for-profi ts will continue to be off ered a special 
discounted rental rate for events that are free for 

the public to attend. “If they’re selling tickets, that 
changes things,” noted Walsh. ++

Rosendale passes 2020 budget $83K 
under tax cap

At its November 13 meeting, the Rosendale Town 
Board (with Matt Igoe absent) unanimously passed 
the fi nal version of its town budget for 2020. Total 
appropriations of $4,604,761 require $3,015,212 to be 
raised in taxes, up $55,402 from 2019. Not counting 
the lighting districts, that works out to a tax increase 
of 1.87 percent over the current year: well below the 
two percent tax cap imposed by New York State, 
despite a hefty increase to the Water Fund to begin 
paying down a loan for capital improvements. “We 
could’ve raised it another $83,809 before we hit the 
cap,” said town supervisor Jeanne Walsh.

-- Frances Marion Platt

KITCHENS

SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz

845.255.2022

CABINET SHOP
Woodstock 

845.679.2002
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by Frances Marion Platt

A
T ITS NOVEMBER 12 meeting, even as it 
took several steps toward making long-
awaited changes to the town’s zoning 
code to clarify defi nitions of such terms as 

“campground,” “lodging facility” and “resort,” the 
Gardiner Town Board also bought itself a little more 
time to polish the proposed new law. The board vot-
ed unanimously to extend the current moratorium 
on accepting applications for “certain tourism-relat-
ed land uses,” which was set to expire on December 
31, for an additional three months, until March 31, 
2020. Town supervisor Marybeth Majestic described 
the extension as “a fail-safe, in case we have to make 
revisions to the draft.”

The meeting served as the fi rst of two sessions of a 
public hearing on the proposed Local Law to Amend 
Chapters 220 and 200 of the Town Code of the Town 
of Gardiner Regulating Certain Tourism-Related Ac-
commodation Uses. The second part of the public 
hearing will skip the fi rst December meeting, which 
is the annual joint session of the Town Board, Plan-
ning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, and re-
sume at the December 10 Town Board meeting. The 
board also voted itself lead agency for the State Envi-
ronmental Quality Review of the proposed local law, 
whose passage requires fi ling of a full Environmental 
Assessment Form.

Questions about how the proposed changes in the 
law would impact the existing Yogi Bear’s Jellystone 
Park Campground, located in the Tuthilltown ham-
let, were much on the minds of Gardiner residents 
who turned up for the public hearing, some of whom 
have come before the board multiple times in the 
past to complain about noise and other issues relat-
ed to campground and water park activities. While 
part of the campground is grandfathered under the 
old law, since it was fi rst built in 1969 and received 
a Special Use Permit from the ZBA in 2005, several 
residential buildings -- at 30, 36 and 46 Bevier Road 
-- were added to the resort more recently. Gardiner’s 
building inspector/code enforcement offi  cer, Andy 
Lewis, issued a Notice of Violation in July citing their 
unauthorized use.

Under the proposed new law, a campground “shall 
not include sleeping accommodations for transient 
guests in permanent structures that are intended 
for year-round use.” Charles Gottlieb of Whiteman, 
Osterman & Hanna, LLP, attorney for Lazy River Re-
sorts, LLP, attended the public hearing to argue in 
favor of the entire property, both older and newer 
acreage, being included under a Campground Float-
ing District as defi ned under the proposed new zon-
ing. This was one of several demands included in a 
letter that Gottlieb had submitted to the Town Board 
the day before the meeting, which Tuthilltown resi-
dent Ralph Erenzo characterized as “quite a laundry 
list of expansions.” With regard to the restrictions on 
year-round use of the recently acquired buildings, 
the letter argued in favor of a waiver for Lazy River, 
saying, “It would make little sense for the town to 
require the existing residences to be demolished to 
make way for camp units.” Erenzo argued that the 
permanent structures should instead “be treated as 
accommodations, like an inn or lodge.”

Town Board members evinced little sympathy for 
Lazy River’s arguments, reiterating that the new def-
initions for campgrounds and lodging facilities were 
intentional and thoroughly thought-out. “We made 
it very clear,” said Laura Walls of the distinction. 
“One of the reasons we did the audit [of the current 
code] was the ambiguity…The law is intended to cre-
ate clarity where there was none before, and also to 
look toward the future.” “Lazy River is a pre-existing 
non-conforming use. The properties on Bevier Road 
are diff erent,” Majestic stated fl atly.

 While holding open the possibility of further 

A fail-safe
Gardiner extends moratorium on tourism-related accommodations

tweaks to the proposed local law with the exten-
sion of the moratorium into the New Year, the Town 
Board could pass it anytime after the closing of the 
public hearing on December 10. The full text of the 

most recent draft of the legislation is accessible 
online on the Town of Gardiner website at www.
townofgardiner.org. To view the document, use the 
fi rst link under “Miscellaneous Announcements.” ++

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES
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LAUREN THOMAS

Kathleen Perry of Rosendale's Perry's Pickles at Picklefest 2013.

by Frances Marion Platt

R
EMARKABLY, THIS WEEKEND marks the 
22nd annual visitation of the Rosendale 
International Pickle Festival, always held 
at the Rosendale Community Center on 

Route 32 on the Sunday preceding Thanksgiving. It 
was founded by local garden center proprietor (now 
town historian) Bill Brooks, his wife Cathy and their 
Japanese expat friend Eri Yamaguchi, who missed 
the traditional tsukemono of her homeland. What 
started out as a Japanese dinner party for 200 soon 
turned into a celebration of all things pickled that 
attracted about 1,000 people the fi rst year, and by 
now, 5,000 or more annually. From the beginning, 
it has also been a fundraiser whose proceeds benefi t 
community projects in and around Rosendale.

A highlight is always the county-fair-style compe-
tition for home-fermented concoctions, but it’s also 
a fun gathering for those more interested in tasting 
pickle products than in creating them. Of the 100 or 
so vendors setting up shop both inside the Rec Cen-
ter and in and around the large tents outside, about 
a quarter will actually be selling fermented foods of 
myriad descriptions, including the legendary deep-
fried pickles-on-a-stick and chocolate-covered pick-
les. Other prepared foods to round out your meal, in 
addition to crafts and packaged gourmet products, 
will also be available for sale. An ATM is being in-
stalled in the Rec Center lobby, should your appetite 
grow to exceed your pocketbook.

Repeat Picklefest visitors know to expect live mu-
sic and dancing from many ethnic traditions -- as di-
verse as there are types of pickled foods around the 
world -- for most of the day, with much of the activity 
going on outdoors, rain or shine (so dress warmly!). 
This year, there will be a special awards ceremony in which co-founders Cathy Brooks and Eri Yamagu-

chi will be honored with a banner and a ribbon. And 
a new ribbon will be awarded this year for the best 
vendor booth display.

Judging of entries in the pickle-making competi-
tion begins at noon. The judges are Tammy Firmbach, 
Christine  Gustafson  and Autumn Meyers. Eligible cat-
egories in the Home Pickling Contest this year include 
Dill Pickles, Sweet Pickles, Dilly Beans, Pickled Fruit, 
Pickled Root Vegetables and Pickled Vegetables. A Best 
of Show ribbon will also be awarded. Competitors may 
enter as many categories as they wish (limit one entry 
per category) and are asked to submit two jars of the 
same item for each entry (one for display, one for the 
judges to sample). Each jar should be labeled only with 
the category under which it should be considered. Jars 
must be unopened with a proper seal (wax or broken 
seals will not be accepted).

Judging is blind; you will be assigned a number for 

Pucker up, buttercup
Rosendale Rec Center hosts 22nd annual International Pickle Festival this Sunday

each entry when you drop off  your entries and fi ll 
out your entry form (no later than 11 a.m. at the Rec 
Center on the day of the festival, or at Bill Brooks’ 
Barber Shop & Emporium at 369 Main Street in 
Rosendale up until the day before the event). Scor-
ing is by assignment of one to ten points each for 
appearance, fl avor, quality and texture, up to a max-
imum of 40 points. Prizes will be awarded for First 
and Second Place in each category. Best of Show is 
based on overall score; any tiebreaker is decided by 
consensus of the judges.

Late in the afternoon, the Pickle Triathlon gets 
underway. It starts with a Pickle-Eating Contest, in 
which contestants vie to consume the entire con-
tents of a small jar of Mount Olive Pickle Spears 
in the shortest period of time. Next comes a Pick-
le-Juice-Drinking Contest, where contestants are 
tasked with downing 24 ounces of brine through a 
straw. The fi nal event, the Pickle-Tossing Contest, is 
a team eff ort: The pitcher tosses a pickle chip to the 
catcher, who must catch it in his or her mouth, then 
spurt it into the counter’s jar. Awards are conferred 
upon the fi rst- and second-place winners in each cat-
egory. Children under 12 must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian to enter the contests.

Admission to the 22nd annual Rosendale Interna-
tional Pickle Festival costs $5 per adult; kids get in 
free. Pets are not permitted on-site. The event goes on 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, November 24. The 
Rosendale Community Center is located at 1055 Route 
32, just south of its intersection with Route 213.

Note that the Rec Center parking lot fi lls up fast for 
this popular event, so you may want to take advan-
tage of the Festival’s shuttle service. From the south 
(New Paltz), use the parking lot at the former Till-
son School, about a quarter-mile east of Route 32 on 
Gristmill Road (turn at Postage Inn). From the north 
(Kingston), turn east onto Creek Locks Road at the 
stoplight; the lot is located about a quarter-mile from 
Route 32. The bus will run loops about every half-
hour, stopping at each lot and then at the Rec Center.

To learn more, visit http://rosendalechamber.
org/pickle-festival or www.facebook.com/rosenda-
lepicklefestival. ++

NO LONGER ALONE

 

 

 

919 724-0916

Has everything you’ll need to
make your Thanksgiving great!

If you’re tired of chemicals, antibiotics and 
hormones in your meat, try Jack’s for all natural 

organic free-range beef, chicken and turkeys!

PLACE YOUR HOLIDAY 
ORDER NOW!

Organic Bell & Evans 
and Plainville Turkeys

+ Organic and Local Beef, Pork, 
Lamb, Goat, and Chicken

EXOTIC POULTRY INCLUDING WILD 
TURKEY, CAPONS, OSTRICH AND MORE! 

CALL AHEAD TO ORDER!

79 Main Street, New Paltz 
255-2244 • Open 7 Days

BEST
BUTCHER IN

HUDSON VALLEY
- HV Magazine

Homemade Sausage
• sweet, hot and cheese • breakfast sausage •

• sausage for stuffing • 
SEASONED PORK ROAST & LEG OF LAMB

BONELESS SMOKED HAM
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Where beavers thrive, close
to civilization: Mill Brook Preserve

In our own backyard

ERIN QUINN

The Millbrook Preserve.

by Erin Quinn

I took a walk in the woods and came out 
taller than trees.

-- Henry David Thoreau

B
EAVERS HAVE ORANGE teeth. 
Their enamel is fi lled with 
iron to give their teeth more 
strength. They also have pad-

dle-shaped tails that they slap against 
the water to scare off  would-be preda-
tors. In each lodge there are approxi-
mately six to eight beavers, and their 
babies are called kits. Why do I know 
seemingly random facts about beavers? 
Because of my daily foray into the Mill 
Brook Preserve: a 134-acre tract of land 
located partially in the Town and the 
Village of New Paltz that stretches from 
behind the Duzine Elementary School 
east to Woodland Pond and south to 
Manheim Boulevard.

This land, to be kept forever wild by 
the volunteer not-for-profi t group Mill 
Brook Preserve, Inc. (MBPI), is like a 
magical world within the heart of town. 
There are pine groves and streams, mul-
tiple ponds and beaver dams and lodges 
as well as wild mushrooms and old-
growth trees split in half by lightning 
that somehow came back to life. It’s an 
enchanted parcel of land that was once 
a battleground between developers and 
open space preservationists: One group 
wanted to trap and kill beavers and 
drain the wetlands, while grassroots ac-
tivists wanted to protect and preserve 
its various habitats for both existing wildlife and 
human recreation. In the end, a compromise was 
reached and the beavers stayed in their lodges, the 
blue herons continue to take fl ight with their prehis-
toric wings, snapping turtles grow ever larger and 
the cattails spike into the air like newly painted gold 
fi ngertips reaching upwards to scratch the sky.

But let’s get back to beavers. True, they are ro-
dents, which kind of makes them sound dirty; but 
they’re big rodents, growing up to 60 pounds, and 
the Mill Brook Preserve is like a beaver workshop! 
They’ve created a dam that would rival some of the 
world’s leading engineers, felling trees, of all diff er-
ent sizes, at the same exact angle. Not only are their 
chompers of industrial caliber, but they also keep 
growing as they continually gnaw through the night.  
Beavers, you see, are predominantly nocturnal. 
I’ve read that, but have also tried to walk through 
the Preserve at all times of the day (and evening) in 
an attempt to catch a beaver at work. It’s like try-
ing to catch one of Santa’s elves -- it’s nearly impos-
sible! But one day at dusk, I did see two little bea-
ver faces cruising in the lower pond, and my puppy 
caught their attention, because soon those tails were 

slapping so hard it sounded like Def Leppard’s one-
armed drummer.

Though I was walking with someone who grew up 
in that area, it had changed so much that we got all 
twisted around. What used to be an apple orchard 
was now part swamp, and what used to be dirt 
bike trails were now civilized walking paths. But an 
abandoned car that was crashed and left for dead in 
the 1970s is still there, an industrial relic of the past. I 
thought I was walking towards the center of the Earth, 
when all of a sudden there was an announcement 
about a book fair coming over the loudspeaker from 
Duzine. We were in the belly of the woods and the Hud-
son River School of Painting-like splendor of nature’s 
autumnal palette, and suddenly we were one step 
away from the elementary school and another step as 
close to the senior care facility -- straddling so many 
decades in a space that seemed to expand time.

This feeling -- of being lost, or at least 
alone and quiet, and watching a fl ock 
of soon-to-be-migrating Canada geese 
glide en masse onto the glasslike surface 
of the water -- is what the Preserve was 
conceived to do. According to its mis-
sion statement, it was “created to pre-
serve open space; conserve biodiversity 
and wildlife habitats; to allow the ex-
isting natural systems to provide fl ood 
protection, erosion control, drainage 
and other natural functions; and to pro-
vide recreational and educational op-
portunities for residents and visitors.”

Years of envisioning, mapping, nego-
tiating, researching and lobbying have 
led to a community treasure. It had 
always existed and was used by neigh-
bors and locals to walk, ski and snow-
shoe; but now that ability has been both 
protected and expanded to the wider 
public.

There are various well-marked loops, 
knitted together from existing trails to 
“lessen the impact,” according to MBPI 
executive director and town council-
woman Julie Seyfert-Lillis. She and a 
group of volunteers marked the major-
ity of the trees, “and a Woodland Pond 
resident made the trail signs,” she said, 
referring to the hand-carved wooden 
trail signs that delineate the blue and 
yellow and green trails. The log bridges 
were built by community volunteers in-
cluding her husband, Mike Lillis, who 
once worked on the Adirondack Trail 
crew.

The Preserve provides a great out-
door classroom for Duzine students, 

who can learn about existing habitats for owls, fox-
es, opossums, muskrats and of course beavers. “It’s 
an escape into nature in people’s backyards. It truly 
feels wild in there,” said Seyfert-Lillis.

And it does. There are days when there are a half-
dozen people meandering through the trails, and 
other times when there is no one around and civi-
lization can seem pushed back just far enough out 
of your periphery to exhale. Without having to com-
mit to hours or steep elevations or even having to get 
into a car or proper hiking shoes, the Mill Brook Pre-
serve off ers paths of gentle beauty -- whether walk-
ing through the woods, deep into the shade, or along 
the curved log dam of the pond, or even sitting and 
listening to the rush of the stream as it cascades over 
an old spillway and pools around rocks and roots 
and rainbows of fallen leaves.

To learn more, go to www.millbrookpreserve.org.

Winter’s almost here, and it’s time to make sure you have 
the right insurance for your snowmobile, ATV & more! 
Call Accent Financial for an insurance quote for all  your 
winter toys!

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:    

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

PROTECT YOUR WINTER TOYS!

toys!8 South 
Chestnut Street
New Paltz, NY

12561

845.800.1819
Hours: Wed - Sun 

11 am - 6 pm

nplittlelightcandle.com



 New Paltz Times 10 •  November 21, 2019

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

Thanksgiving Gifts 
and Decorations. 

Order your 
Thanksgiving pies now!

 Holiday Showroom Now Open 

e

Homegrown Produce
Bakery • Jane’s Homemade Ice Cream

Local Apples, Local Cider &
Our Delicious Cider Donuts!

An Evening of Holiday Shopping
December 1st 5:00-6:30pm

New Paltz HS Caroling Choir! 
Specials, Raffles and Santa will be here too!

Gift  
certificates 
available

Massage is a wonderful gift and 
the holiday season is the perfect 

time for a deeply relaxing and 
therapeutic Hot Stone Massage
Specializing in Medical Massage
and Hot CoreStones® Massage

Dale Montelione Grust, LMT Director
96 Plains Road • New Paltz, NY

845-255-2188
 PURCHASE GIFT CERTIFICATES OR 

SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS ONLINE AT:
www.massagenewpaltz.com

   Largest collection of contemporary crafts 
                     in the Hudson Valley

 

       Four buildings featuring pottery, glass, 
    jewelry, wood, fiber, toys, baskets & more 
                     by over 500 artisans 

          Open: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm 
       Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
       OPEN EVERYDAY  Dec. 13 - Dec.23 
                   (closed Dec 24, 25, 26)  

        Re-open: Dec. 27 through Jan. 20 
      262 Spillway Rd., West Hurley, NY 12491 
      845-331-3859        www. craftspeople.us 

FOX AND HOUND
WINE&SPIRITS

THANKSGIVING 
TASTING

FRIDAY 11/22, 4-7pm
Pairing wines with favorite 

Thanksgiving dishes!

12% off a case of wine...EVERY DAY!
New Paltz Plaza in New Paltz • (845) 255-7475
Mon - Sat: 9:30 am - 9:30 pm; Sun: Noon - 7

foxandhoundwineandspirits

STOP IN AND SEE WHAT’S NEW –
LOTS OF ORGANIC 
& NATURAL WINES

Gift Certificates Available!

T H A N K S G I V I N G D AY
O P E N 9:30am – 1:30pm

15 NEW PALTZ PLAZA | 

The Healthy Choice for 
Your Holiday Table!

5th Annual

Holiday Craft Fair
hosted by De Facto Community Center Project

Sat. Nov. 30th 10am to 5pm
New Paltz Community Center 

3 Veteran Drive, New Paltz

Who needs box stores and malls?
Support Local Artists,  

Artisans, and Crafters!
F R E E  A D M I S S I O N !

F R E E  F O O D !
More info: npzdefactoproject@gmail.com

• Gift Baskets/Holiday Gift Sets

• Olive Oil, Aged Balsamic Vinegars

• Gourmet Foods and Fresh Vegetables

• Local Salami, Cheese, Jams & Maple Syrup

• Harney & Sons Tea and Accessories

• Sea Salts and Seasonings

15 North Front Street, New Paltz, NY  •  845-255-0061 

257 Main Street, Beacon, NY  •  845-831-7247

www.scarboroughfarenp.com

Olive Oil and Vinegar Tap Room

2 
GIRLS CLEANING

Dependable, professional, cleaning service.
Specializing in airbnb cleaning 

but will do private homes as well. 
Call us at 845-253-0360 DON’T TEXT

Or feel free to email us at 
sparrowdog72@yahoo.com

Apples and Our Own Cider at the Farm Market!
Hours everyday 9am-5pm

Apple Pies, Cider Donuts 
and Homemade Ice Cream!

Custom Gift Baskets, 
Maple Syrup, Honey and More!

255-0693 • Rt. 208, New Paltz • www.dresselfarms.com

!

Holiday Gift Guide

ULSTER
PUBLISHING

Community driven, 
independently owned since 1972

ALMANAC WEEKLY
KINGSTON TIMES

NEW PALTZ TIMES
SAUGERTIES TIMES

WOODSTOCK TIMES

HUDSONVALLEYONE.COM

845.334.8200

Help keep local  
journalism strong

The business of media is changing,  
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked  

journalism is needed now more than ever. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

UP Ulster 
Publishing hv1
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Order by Sunday before/Pick-ups Wed. afternoon
Closed Thanksgiving Day and Friday

PIES
• Apple Crumb Pie • Pumpkin Pie
• Gluten-Free Pumpkin Custard

CAKES
• Upside Down Cranberry Walnut
• Belgian Chocolate Torte (Gluten free)
• Gluten-Free Vegan Pumpkin Cake

TARTES
• Rustic Pear Frangipane Tarte

DON’T FORGET...
• Breads   • Focaccia

407 Main St., Rosendale • 845-658-3355
www.lemoncakes.com

WE’RE READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Specializing in Jewelry, Clothing, Toys, and American Crafts.

6 N. Front Street, New Paltz  (845) 255-6277
Open 10-7 Daily, 10-6 Sunday 

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

— Featuring —
Interactive Music & Dance Class

Therapeutic Music Circles  • Senior Yoga
Tai Chi • Strength & Balance Class

VOTED BEST ASSISTED LIVING!

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Happy Thanksgiving 
from our families to yours!
Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  

397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

Give PILATES or MASSAGE  

Pilates  of New Paltz

Rowan Tree Massage 

Pilates of New Paltz

12 N. Chestnut Street, in the village of New Paltz • www.pilatesnewpaltz.com
R E F O R M E R T O W E R  •    C H A I R  •   M A T  •   T R X  •   B A R R E L S   •    T R A P E Z E T A B L E  •   M A G I C C I R C L E

Toys & Tees
Comics & Collectible

Vintage & New

Serious Toys for the Serious Collectors

5 North Front St., New Paltz • 845.255.5100
Join us on Facebook & Instagram

SHOP
LOCAL

& 
WIN!!!

WIN a $50 Gift Certificate to:

Bare Furniture
Catskill Rose

Center for Therapeutic Massage
Chops

Crafts People
Crystal Connections

Early Terrible
Emerson

Gilded Carriage
Glo Spa

Handmade
Health & Nutrition Center
Historic Red Hook Diner

Isabella’s
Movita Dance

Mudd Club
The Nest Egg

October Country
Oriole 9

Paradise Emporium
    Pilates of New Paltz

PopCulture Collectibles
Postmark Books

The Pub
Rosendale WaxWorks Candles & Soaps

  Scarborough Fare
Story’s Nursery

Town & Country Liquors
Wallkill View Farm

The Wine Hutch
Woodstock Art Exchange

Woodstock Golf Club
Woodstock Healing Arts

And many more still joining the 
Shop Local Extravaganza!!!!!  

Send us a picture of you shopping 

local or a copy of your receipt.

Many winners each week between 
now and the end of the year. 

You can enter 
each week!!!

Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com

Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

Text: 845-332-0175

Include name and contact 

information!

Thank you for
shopping local!

Holiday Gift Guide
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Helping hands
(Continued from page 1) 

volunteer driver.
In addition, Snyder told Town Board members at 

their November 13 meeting, offi  cers will hand out 
information at overdose sites and volunteers will fol-
low up. Under the state’s good samaritan law, some-
one who calls police to get help with an overdose 
cannot be prosecuted in many cases. Illegal drugs 
will be confi scated, but unless it’s clearly a dealer’s 
stash, no prosecution will be forthcoming. Phoenix 
Kawamoto, the town’s community education coordi-
nator, explained that Catholic Charities peer recov-
ery advocates will follow up with those involved in 
the incident.

A recovery meeting based on the 12 steps of Alco-
holics Anonymous, now off ered at Family of New 
Paltz, is centered on Buddhist principles. Kawamoto 
said it’s open to anyone struggling with controlling 
an addiction of any kind, from substance to electron-
ics use.

Snyder and Kawamoto also touched on the pro-
grams available through the local rescue squad, 
which now has staff  members certifi ed to train peo-
ple on the use of naloxone, the drug which stops an 
overdose by forcing the body to temporarily shut 
down all opiate receptors. While classes are avail-
able, that training is now being delivered whenever 
and wherever the situation warrants it on a call. Tol-
erance to these drugs drops off  during treatment, 
meaning that if someone uses again, they will have 
a higher risk of taking a dangerous overdose. Rescue 
squad members can deliver that training, as well as 
teaching rescue breathing on mannequins. ++

begin the count with the three legislative districts 
where absentee ballots could determine the result.

“We put the schedule together to allow us to com-
plete things where the outcome is still up in the 
air,” said Turco. “We know people are waiting for 
results.”

Turco said he expects the process to be fi nished 
when election commissioners are expected to ap-
pear before a state Supreme Court judge to submit 
the results on November 26. At that hearing both 
sides in the DA’s race will have an opportunity to 
submit challenges to individual absentee ballots. If 
the challenges have the potential to swing the results 
of the election, a judge will need to rule on each 
challenge before a fi nal vote count can be certifi ed 
and a winner determined.

If the winner’s margin of victory is less than half 
of one percent of the total votes cast, election offi  -
cials will need to go back and recount every ballot 
cast — including early votes, Election Day results and 
absentee and affi  davit ballots. “It’s a complicated 
process that most people don’t know exists,” said 
Turco. “Unless it’s a close election, then we’re under 
the microscope.” ++

The counting begins
(Continued from page 1) 

Holiday Gift Guide
  Celebrate the art of giving at

Isabella’s
A whimsical gathering of all things beautiful, 

crafted locally and from around the world
7 North Front St, New Paltz • 845-255-5100

Open daily with extended Holiday hours •  isabellastreasures

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT 

LOCAL!!! 
With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.

Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200

ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY

A miscellany of Hudson Valley art, entertainment and adventure  |  Calendar & Classifieds |  Issue 10 |  Mar.  10 – 17
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Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME

O

JON R. LUINI | CHIME

New Paltz Times
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One dollarnewpaltzx.com

New Paltz Church Council 
kicks off Holy Week with

Sports

New Paltz

New Paltz

A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

14

22

by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz

11

New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 

Give a lit
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Holiday 
    Gift Guide Give The Gift That Lives!

Email info@augustinenursery.com

Gift Certificates Now Available

SATURDAY
November 23, 2019

10 AM to 7 PM

SUNDAY
November 24, 2019

8:30 AM to 1 PM

St. Joseph’s Church 35th Annual

Unique gifts for everyone on your list

Visit our 
glassblowing 

studio & browse 
our gift gallery

Free  
refreshments 

weekends 
through 

December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6; 
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491

for more info: 914.806.3575

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong



 New Paltz Times 14 •  November 21, 2019

Color your dreams
(Continued from page 1) 

no inkling that the demand for people who do com-
mercial art with concrete materials was about to dry 
up. “I picked illustration because I like the eff ects I 
could get with paper, paint, pastels, watercolors,” he 
recalls. “When I graduated, they didn’t even have a 
class in Photoshop.”

That was in 1991. Sweeney was able to fi nd fi lm 
work soon enough: “I started out as a traditional 
animator, doing individual cels. It was all on paper 
then,” he says. “My fi rst big gig was as an in-be-
tweener on a feature fi lm.” That fi lm was Cats Don’t 
Dance, the only fully animated feature produced by 
Turner Feature Animation; the company was ac-
quired by Warner Brothers Animation as part of the 
Time Warner/Turner Broadcasting merger in 1996 – 
just as the movie was in postproduction. As a result, 
it received little promotion and did poorly at the box 
offi  ce. But the techies, including Sweeney, had done 
their jobs well, and Cats Don’t Dance won the Annie 
Award – the animation industry’s equivalent of the 
Oscars – for Best Animated Feature in 1997.

He went on to work as an in-house staff  artist for 
SONY Animation, HBO Original Animation, Scholas-
tic Animation and Animagic. He was part of the HBO 

team that won an Emmy Award in 1999 for Outstand-
ing Animated Program for Todd McFarlane’s Spawn 
II. Somehow it was possible for a “comics kid” to 
make a living doing the kind of art he loved. At SONY 
in the early 2000s, he took up storyboarding, and 
copped a Best Storyboards Annie Award nomination 
for his work on the TV series The Big Guy and Rusty.

Sweeney had joined the Animation Guild and 
moved his family to Los Angeles to get regular work, 
but once their sons Cosmo and Gil were born, Will 
and Sarah started thinking about moving back east. 
“I had a problem with the desert,” he says. “I wanted 
my kids to grow up with trees.” They were also very 
unhappy with the LA public schools, and put their 
sons in a Waldorf School. It was largely on account 
of the Mountain Laurel School that they fi xed their 
sights on the New Paltz area as their next place to 
live -- in addition to its proximity to New York City, 
where Sweeney was able to fi nd regular freelance 
work.

But that was also the time when the animation 
industry was undergoing a sea-change, with cels 
giving way to pixels. By 2005, even Disney Studios 
had completely dissolved their hand-drawn anima-
tion division. “Around 2005 to 2008, the New York 
animation industry crumbled,” Sweeney recalls. 
“The transition was awful, stressful…I had to think 
of lots of diff erent ways to make work happen.” He 
managed to survive by diversifi cation, doing lots 
of storyboarding, picking up gigs as a penciller for 
DC Comics, an illustrator for kids’ books for Simon 
& Schuster, doing the art for a British graphic novel 
version of Le Morte D’Arthur. He illustrated book cov-
ers, record album covers. He has a recurring gig sto-
ryboarding for Be Cool Scooby Doo for Warner Broth-
ers. Storyboards for sales pitches and presentations 
are always in demand, he says, and he even did one 
for a music video for the band Soundgarden.

A sideline that was rewarding more on an emo-
tional than a fi nancial level, creating promotional 
materials for environmental organizations, opened 
up when Natalie Merchant admired some seed pack-
ets that he had designed for the Hudson Valley Seed 

Company. She recruited Sweeney to draw a poster 
for one of her partner Jon Bowermaster’s anti-frack-
ing fi lms. He then went on to do similar work (mostly 
pro bono) for New Yorkers for Clean Energy and the 
Alliance for a Green Economy. “I’m most proud of 
my anti-fracking work,” he says. “It made me feel 
that my work was helping my community.”

Eventually he taught himself to use the new digital 
drafting technology. “Ten years ago I started to shift 
to working with a stylus and tablet,” he says. “The 
digital storyboard stuff  didn’t come in until 2010.” 
Storyboard Pro is now the design tool of choice in his 
home-based studio, where he does business as Old 
Ford Road Designs. “I’ve started doing actual anima-
tion again for diff erent fi lmmakers.” He’s also think-
ing about doing another graphic novel.

Sweeney’s recent client list reveals that he has 
taken up directing and become a world traveler. 
Animation these days, he says, “gets shipped over-
seas. Most of it gets done in Korea, unless it’s 3-D. 
A lot is being done in Canada.” He directed some 
CGI shorts in Moscow in 2014 and more recently 
spent four months in Vancouver managing a team 
of six story artists for an Octonauts series special. “I 
pitched a TV show to a couple of studios and came 
really close, but it did not happen,” he says regret-
fully. Titled Gothos, the series was to be a science 
fi ction/horror anthology program based on classic 
stories dating back to the days of the pulp maga-
zines. Unfortunately for him, a Netfl ix series with a 
similar premise, Love, Death + Robots, came along at 
the same time and grabbed that niche.

Undaunted, Sweeney has a couple of ambitious 
new projects up his sleeve that he can’t say much 
about just yet. He’s storyboarding an interactive 
video production with a “choose your own ending” 
format, and will be designing characters for an ani-
mated fi lm for Warner Brothers that may or may not 
involve zombies.

For Will Sweeney, the process of reinventing him-
self during challenging times seems to be working 
out after all. “There’s much more media out there 
than ever before. The gaming industry didn’t even 
exist when I came out of school.” He advises young 
people wanting to break into the animation fi eld to 
“become a master of some kind of software. Build 
up a toolkit.” At present, he recommends learning 
Maya software: “That one has the longest legs. It’ll 
give you multiple opportunities to be a designer, an 
animator, a preview artist.” If you have your heart 
set on drawing, he says, “If you’re talented and fast, 
you’ll have work. But drawing is a very diffi  cult way 
to make a living.” Determination and drive, and the 
ability to promote yourself, are also keys to success: 
“Ten percent talent and 90 percent chutzpah allows 
you to exist as an artist,” he says.

To view some samples of Will Sweeney’s work, 
visit www.williamhsweeney.com. ++

EARLY 
DEADLINE

for our 

Thanksgiving issue
Advertising deadline for 

Black Friday Shop Local
is 

Friday, Nov. 22
The advertising deadline for the rest 

of our publications 

is 

Monday, Nov. 25 at 1 pm
Please call your sales representative at 

(845) 334-8200 for more information.

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

Dolphin 
Plumbing Inc.

Fully insured  |  Serving the Mid-Hudson Valley

EMERGENCY SERVICE
Boilers & Furnaces
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets
Bathroom Renovations 
You are in safe waters with us!
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175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
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Schools
Zaky Musso
by Oliver ten Broeke

N
EW PALTZ HIGH School senior Zaky 
Musso has loved sports for a long time. “I 
feel like, when you’re little, you catch on 
to something that you just really like,” he 

says. “Sports has always kind of clicked with me as a 
passion…” Musso considers sports to be a great way 
of not only having fun, but growing. “The camara-
derie and confi dence you gain from sports is great.”

Recalling some of his early fascination with dif-
ferent sports, Musso mentions his show-and-tells in 
elementary school. “When I was in fourth grade, I 
used to bring the box scores in for show-and-tell, 
and I would read them out to the class. That kind 
of taught me how to read and write and how to do 
math too, in a sense.”

In school, Musso fi nds that one of the classes he 
enjoys most is Spanish. “I love Spanish a lot, I might 
try to go for the Seal of Biliteracy [a NY certifi cation 
that is placed on high school diplomas].” Musso 
fi gures that Spanish will become increasingly im-
portant in the world of sports. “...Moving on, in the 
sporting fi eld, there are a lot of languages coming to-
gether. Having even a simple concept of a language 
like Spanish could really help in a sport like baseball, 
where there are a lot of Spanish-speaking players.”

Having dabbled in nearly every sport that New 
Paltz off ers, Musso defi nitely has some favorites. “I 
play golf right now. I’ve been on the varsity baseball 
team since I was in tenth grade. I’ve played baseball 
since I was four. I also used to play basketball, foot-
ball and soccer. Most sports you name, I’ve probably 
played them.”

Musso is proud to have made section qualifi ers 
during last year’s golf season, and he’s looking for-
ward to a great season this year.

Musso’s father acted as a coach for much of Mus-
so’s earlier athletic career. “My dad was my coach 
throughout rec sports. I learned a lot from my 
dad’s coaching, and I also learned everything about 
baseball from him.” New Paltz’s coach [Bill] Defi no 
helped to further refi ne some of Musso’s baseball 
skills. “...I learned a lot from Coach Defi no. He was 
my pitching coach for a while, and I learned a ton 
from him about how to throw a great fastball, slider, 
curveball, everything.”

Among Musso’s favorite teams are Boise State for 
college football, Syracuse for college basketball and 
the New York Mets and New York Giants for profes-
sional baseball and football respectively. 

Aiming for a career which complements his love 
for sports, Musso is looking to study Sports Com-
munication in college. “Pretty much anything about 
sports is my passion. I want some sort of job in 
sports communication, whether that’s as a play-by-
play broadcaster or maybe a talk-show host.”

While he hasn’t decided where exactly he’ll be go-
ing to college, he’s far-along in the application process. 
“...I’ve applied to Marist, Emerson, SUNY Oswego, Syr-
acuse and Springfi eld College. I’ve also applied to St. 
John’s and SUNY New Paltz, for a local school.”

Musso spends much of his free time volunteering 
at his church. “I attend St. Joseph’s Church and there 
I help teach vacation bible school. I’m one of the 
gym teachers, so we run the whole gym program. 
I’m also an altar server at St. Joe’s, so I help out dur-
ing mass.” Musso is really glad for the opportunity 
to involve himself in this program. “...I remember 
going to vacation bible school, and this is the best 
way to give back to that community.”

In another volunteer group at his church, Musso 
participates in putting together pancake breakfasts 
and fundraising events. “...Right now we’re plan-
ning a collection drive to raise money and collect 
items to donate to Hurricane Dorian relief eff orts in 

Student events, profi les & sports

the Bahamas.”
Thinking fondly on an important moment, Musso 

remembers when his dad’s friend asked Musso for 
some help with a charitable cause. “...He’s a sports 
management professor, and he takes his students 
down to the Dominican Republic each year. He told 
me that if I had any baseball equipment I could spare, 
to ship it down. So I shipped down this huge box of 
baseball equipment to the Dominican Republic.”

Musso goes on to explain that the best part of this 
donation was getting to see its eff ect. “...I saw pic-
tures from him, of the kids using the baseball equip-
ment. That was a really cool moment, that these kids 
who were always passionate about baseball get to ex-
perience the same things as I did when I was young-
er. Seeing these photos of happiness in the kids was 
a really good experience.”

Musso draws much inspiration from his family. 
“My sister goes to Marist, and she’s been a big in-
fl uence on my life. When I was younger, I’d pretty 
much always want to be doing what she was doing. 
I’ve always looked up to her.”

He goes on to chat about his parents. “My mom 
has been very infl uential for me. She’s a professor 
at SUNY New Paltz, and she has always supported 
me academically. She’s kind and compassionate, 
and she’s always been there when I needed her help. 
My dad has been my inspiration too, in sports and 
in everything… I’ve always loved all members of my 
family and I always will.”

In terms of personal growth, Musso is really 
pleased to have become a lover of animals in recent 
years. “I had a weird fear of dogs when I was little, 
like a strangely huge fear of dogs. I was not an ani-
mal person, but now I’m a huge animal person and I 
love dogs… I really have no idea what changed, but, 
for some reason, I wanted a dog. I used to climb up 
from people to get away from dogs on the ground! 
But now I love animals and I love dogs.”

Musso advises his peers to fi nd what clicks with 
them and stick with it. “You know, just do what you 
like. Do what you like! A good saying is that if you do 
what you love, you won’t work a day in your life. I’d 
like to live like that.” ++

Zaky Musso.

Featuring the finest Organic, Kosher, 
Hormone & Additive Free meat in the area.

~ Come in ~
and see our new
COFFEE SHOP 

with 
BAKED GOODS!

Discover the
Natural Difference

of  Plainville Farms Turkey

• All Natural • All Vegetarian Diet
• No Antibiotics Ever Administered
• Humanely Raised • Family Farmed

Order Your Turkey NOW for Thanksgiving

140 N. Chestnut, New Paltz  •  845.255.1025  •  OPEN DAILY 7am - 9pm
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Best of the best for fall sports

New Paltz football’s Jordan Cook.

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland swimming Ashley Benkert.

New Paltz football’s Julian Higgs.

New Paltz golf’s Nick Puleo.

Highland soccer’s Chris Wood.

Highland soccer’s Brooke Harris. New Paltz soccer’s ViVi Kay.

Highland soccer's Gino Mazzella.

New Paltz tennis Natalie Meyer.

New Paltz volleyball’s Jordan Giancola.

New Paltz swimming Zofia Trzewik-Quinn.

by Rich Corozine

T
HERE WAS BUT one Section 9 champion 
from New Paltz and Highland for the Fall 
2019 season, and a pair of MHAL champi-
ons as well, but there were plenty of sig-

nifi cant performances -- both team and individual 
-- to warrant attention by the presentation of these 
accolades: all four soccer teams made the playoff s; 
the New Paltz volleyball team had their best perfor-
mance in 20 years, the Highland team their best in a 
decade; New Paltz tennis was undefeated once again, 
while Highland had their best team in a decade; New 
Paltz and Highland football both made Sections; and 

the New Paltz girls’ swim team fi nished second in the 
Section again. All in all there were some great games 
and lots of solid individual performances.

Best game (team)
New Paltz at Highland boys’ soccer...a shocker in 

some ways, as the Huskies won 2-1, holding off  the 
Huguenots in the fi nal seconds on a miraculous div-
ing save by keeper Chris Wood on a wide-open shot 
from fi ve-yards away by Jackson Soper. A great, well-
played game.

Best game (individual)
New Paltz -- Natalie Meyer's run through the MHAL 

Tennis Championships, winning the fi rst title for the 
Huguenots since 1993; volleyball's Jordan Giancola's 
32-kills in a huge win over Red Hook 

Highland -- Ashley Benkert's win in the 100 but-
terfl y to bring home Highland swimming's fi rst-ever 
Section 9 title.

Best of the Unsung Players
New Paltz -- Anthony Demarco, Jordan Cook, Aid-

an Hoff man (football): three seniors who gathered 
their team around them after numerous injuries to 
lead the Huguenots to yet another Section 9 berth; 
Julian Jacone and Colin Drake (boys’ soccer): tire-
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by Erin Quinn

T
HE LEAVES MAY be down, but spirits were 
certainly high on November 10 when more 
than 220 running enthusiasts braved the 
chilly November weather to participate in 

the annual After the Leaves Have Fallen Half-Mara-
thon, which wound its way past bare-limbed trees 
and boulder-shouldered trails along the antique car-
riage roads of the Mohonk Preserve.

Typically, the race -- a memorial run in honor of 
Josh Feldt, sponsored and organized by the volun-
teers and membership of the Shawangunk Runners’ 
Club, an ad hoc group of mountain goats, marathon-
ers, misfi ts and last-minute miracle-workers -- is 
held at the Minnewaska State Park Preserve. Due to 
ongoing construction at the state park, the race was 
moved once again to the neighboring preserve, this 
year’s start and fi nish at the Spring Farm Trailhead.

The route was a bit of a mystery for a while, but 
was fi nally revealed the day before, in keeping with 
the Shawangunk mythology; thankfully, it was not 
as brutal as what was originally proposed. Similar to 
clichés on beauty, running routes, surfaces, topogra-
phy and elevation gains are all subject to judgement 
by those who are doing the actual running.

“It’s basically the Bridge-to-Bridge Run plus Un-
der/Over,” said Steve Schallencamp, longtime leader 
and coach of the local running group. There were 
fl our arrows pointing towards where to run and 
small orange cones placed to signal where not to 
run, as well as a spirited group of volunteers who 
cheered, high-fi ved, thumbs-upped and generously 
passed out water and smiles to all who crossed their 
path or aid station along the route.

One thing about the After the Leaves race is that 
it’s long enough to hurt, but beautiful enough to 
serve as a spiritual salve. While the riot of autumnal 
color has receded, the deep amber hues of decaying 
leaves and rust-colored edges of the forest provided 
a visual scarf to soften the stripped landscape. The 
boulders and glacial rock ledges tumbling down the 

Memorial run
After the Leaves Have Fallen Half-Marathon covers new ground

west side of the ridge onto Laurel Ledge were laid 
bare and looked almost shy, despite their imposing 
stature, as we ran past.

There was the sound of crows and hawks along-
side the mashing of many feet, dancing over moss-
covered rocks and layers of leaves mulching into the 
nearly frozen ground. And then there was the hu-
man chorus: friends catching up on how their chil-
dren were faring at college or nursery school or with 
a divorce. There were discussions on the intake of 
way too much Halloween candy, the lack of training, 
a good book and an existential movie about two men 
stranded in a lighthouse playing at Upstate Films.

Then there was the quiet: that place where ev-
erything blurs from pain into silence. The moments 
when you question why you’re doing what you’re 

doing, and maybe you should think about walking 
for a bit, or trying your hand at bouldering, because 
the mats they have laid out underneath them look 
mighty comfortable at the moment.

Behind you there is one person whose breathing 
pattern takes on monstrous proportions, or the run-
ner in front of you who you know is struggling and 
you wish you had the energy to talk to them and tell 
them it will all be okay, but you’re not sure it will be 
okay, but at least you could try to be encouraging. If 
you could actually talk.

As your feet keep moving forward at whatever 
speed they’re able to go, views of the Catskills roll 
out like velvet blue waves in the distance. There is 
Lost City peeking up and the copper carpet of trees 
glistening under the sun’s gaze. Pitch pines cling 
onto rock slabs like tokens of hope, and before you 
realize it, you’re feeling nourished by something that 
is as invisible but necessary as air.

The mountains have a smell of their own, chalky 
and piney and cold and comforting. Above are the 
rock climbers wedged inside of cracks or dangling 
off  ledges. Those belaying them or walking with 
racks and mats to their vertical ascent cheer on the 
racers pursuing their horizontal maze.

But everywhere there is beauty and encourage-
ment and a dwarfi ng humility that we’re always up 
against a challenge and always leaning into or away 
from the wind. It all depends on the day or the season 
or the particular direction that fl our arrow of life has 
pointed. It’s an odd mix of solitude and camaraderie 
and the sense that it’s better to be chasing down those 
miles together rather than alone -- regardless of how 
fast you were able to cover the same terrain.

Thanks to the volunteers, the Shawangunk Run-
ners’ Club, the Mohonk Preserve and all of the in-
dividuals who make runs like this possible. Initial 
results are in for the race and can be found at 2019 
After the Leaves Half-Marathon Results. To learn 
more about the Shawangunk Runners’ Club or vol-
unteering for events and what the calendar for 2020 
looks like, go to http://shawangunkrunners.com. ++

ERIN QUINN

Runners prepare for the After the Leaves Have Fallen 
Half-Marathon.

RECREATION | HALF MARATHON

less midfi elders who jump-started the off ense and 
moved back on defense; Caroline Giuliani (girls’ soc-
cer): picked up a lot of the scoring slack after Anna 
McDuffi  e graduated, relentless around the goal; Ariana 
Rodriguez (tennis): number one on most teams, tough 
and relentless at second singles; Jordan Giancola and 
Ella Sky Franks (volleyball): heart-and-soul of this tal-
ented team, The Killer and Her Assistant; Zofi a Trze-
wik-Quinn and April Cook (swimming): the fi rst off  to 
States n the 200 IM, the second fi nished second in the 
500 freestyle, both on State-bound relay team; Kevin 
Metzger (golf ): top 15 in MHAL Championships, played 
best golf of his career down the stretch; Riley Brutvan 
and Amelia St. John (cross country): both fi nished top 
seven and are headed to States.

Highland -- Josh Hanna (football): one tough 
linebacker and the heart-and-soul of the Huskies 
defense; Tim Petty (boys’ soccer): scoring second 
banana up front and at midfi eld, can really play 
anywhere and with impact; Brooke Harris (girls’ soc-
cer): senior became one of Section's top midfi elders 
on a succession of losing teams; Ali Fuller (tennis): 
led the resurrection at Highland playing a very dif-
fi cult fi rst singles against the league's best; Paige 
Dauenheimer (volleyball): tough at the net, senior 
leadership on a rebuilding team; Ava Rosen (swim-
ming): challenged in butterfl y and freestyle events 
all season; Lenny Casabura (golf ): top player on a 
struggling team; Benito Vargas (cross country): top 
seven and off  to States in Class C.

Best Defender
New Paltz -- ViVi Kay (girls’ soccer) and Anthony 

Demarco (football): Kay was the last line of a solid 
New Paltz defense, with huge games against Wallkill 
and Goshen; while Demarco was the impregnable 
middle of the Huguenots defense.

Highland -- Chris Wood (boys’ soccer): arguably, 

despite the team's record, the best goalkeeper in the 
MHAL and maybe Section 9, huge games down the 
stretch as the Huskies qualifi ed for Sections.

Angela Robins Zen Award
(given to New Paltz player who just makes it look so easy)

Ella Sky Franks (volleyball): arguably the best 
playmaker in the MHAL, setter for Giancola and 
Francheska Geminiano big games at the net.

Christie Morano Zen Award
(same award, given to Highland player)

Brooke Harris and Gino Mazzella (girls’ and boys’ 
soccer): mirror images of each other, eff ortless play-
ers who can score and set-up teammates with near 
impunity.

Best of the Future
New Paltz -- Julian Higgs and Logan Pece (foot-

ball): Higgs became a big-time runner this season, 
with Pece taking over at quarterback in the season 
opener, both leading the Huguenots to the Section 
semifi nal; Kieran Weinstein (boys’ soccer): already 
there, led the Huguenots in goals; Fiona O'Hara and 
Nyah Cunniff  (girls’ soccer): upfront and at midfi eld, 
already have made their mark as two of the best 
in the MHAL; Aidan Hoover (tennis): stepped into 
third singles and went undefeated on undefeated 
team; Francheska Geminiano (volleyball); already 
a power at the net, next year All-Section 9; Lydia 
Brutvan (swimming): took third in 200 IM and 100 
backstroke, headed to States in relay; Oliver Watson 
(golf ): top 10 in MHAL as an eighth-grader.

Highland -- Jake Duncan (football): can play any-
where and with authority; Gino Mazzella (boys’ soc-
cer): he's already a star, one of the best in Section 9; 
Nicole Iopace (girls’ soccer): top goal scorer, fast and 
talented, All-Section next year; Maggie Vanvalken-
burg and Farrah Ogelle (tennis): number two and 

three singles leading the way on a vastly improved 
team, best in a decade; Olivia Bell (volleyball): top 
player on struggling, but improving team, can do 
it all; Ava Demassio (swimming): coming fast, next 
year she will join Benkert at States.  

And now...the Big Three awards....

Best Team
New Paltz -- hard to go against the undefeated and 

three-time MHAL champion tennis team, who rolled 
over the opposition by losing just one game (not 
match!) all season. This could be perennial with all 
of the Huguenots talent.

Highland -- it was Highland boys’ soccer, who put 
it all together defensively to go along with a strong 
off ense led by Mazzella and Petty, making to the 
Class B semifi nals.

Best Coach
New Paltz -- Scott Taylor, who has coached the 

girls’ tennis team to three straight undefeated MHAL 
championships...'nuf said. Runnerup: Kristen Con-
rad, who took her talented 12-3 volleyball team to the 
Section 9 semifi nals.

Highland -- Frank Alfonso (boys’ soccer), El Mae-
stro has rebuilt the program...again; something he 
does very well in any sport.

Best Player
New Paltz -- Natalie Meyer (tennis) and Nick Puleo 

(golf ); Meyer is the fi rst New Paltz MHAL singles cham-
pion in 26 years, while Puleo repeated as MHAL champ 
and goes for a Section 9 repeat in the Spring.

Highland -- Ashley Benkert (swimming): the fi rst in 
Highland history to win a Section 9 swim title (in the 
100 butterfl y) and is off  to States. ++
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 300 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

Let’s support the plan to
install solar on the landfi ll

The Camp Fire. The Getty Fire. Sunny day fl ood-
ing. Superstorms. These are phrases that have 
worked their way into our language, the way we talk 
about current events. And they all are symptoms of 
our warming planet. There is scientifi c consensus 
that the pace of climate change is accelerating and 
will exert stresses on our communities that we have 
only just begun to wrap our heads around. 

In order to take action to combat climate change, 
and to increase our energy independence, it is es-
sential that we adopt a more proactive approach to 
siting solar energy in our communities. New York is 
one of the states that is leading this change in the 
United States, having adopted an inspiring “70 by 
30” goal -- having 70% of our energy derived from re-
newable sources by 2030. New Paltz, like many oth-
er communities, has an opportunity to move more 
quickly to renewables, and we need to jump on this.

This means that we need to get used to the sight 
of solar panels, and accept the fact that we need to 
make smart decisions about siting them. We need 
to support the proposal to install solar panels on 
our closed, capped New Paltz landfi ll. It makes so 
much sense, environmentally and economically, to 
use our abandoned infrastructure for this purpose. 
It will provide almost 25% of our residential electric-
ity needs. 

In order for this proposal to be of suffi  cient scale 
to be eff ective and economically viable, some trees 
will need to be cut. We need to accept this if we are 
to move the needle on reducing fossil fuel consump-
tion. We can’t realize a renewable energy future by 
solely relying on installation on rooftops and park-
ing lots. 

So let’s support the plan to install solar on the 
landfi ll, and work with the solar developer to mini-
mize the amount of tree removal needed. We need 
to go into this recognizing that cutting trees near the 
NYS Thruway is a small price to pay for decreasing 
our dependence on fossil fuels, mitigating the eff ects 
of climate change and securing a source of aff ord-
able, renewable, clean, local power. 

New Paltz has historically said “no” to some bad 
proposals -- Walmart, the Crossroads Project, Pil-
grim Pipeline among them. And we take pride in 
this, for good reason. Well, it’s time for New Paltz to 
learn to say yes to good projects. And this is a good 
project to start with. Say yes, New Paltz. 

I write this as someone who has worked for the 
past 30 years to conserve forests, wetlands, farms 
and fi elds -- for wildlife and humans. I write this 
because if we don’t act proactively to responsibly 
encourage solar energy development in heretofore 

off -limits places, we will reap the consequences of a 
changed climate that will be worse for forests, wild-
life and human communities than we can anticipate 
in 2019.

Seth McKee
New Paltz

God Bless Trump!

Most New Paltz Times readers hate our president. 
I don’t. I think I understand your hatred. He is very, 
very diff erent from the men who we have known as 
presidents. He may not be so unusual if we had more 
presidents to compare him to. Jackson?

The fact that he beat a woman who would have bro-
ken that glass ceiling disappointed many people. His 
clownishness, history with women, strange hair, and 
fi rst-of-its-kind directly talking with reporters daily, 
plus tweets, all combine to make him easy to dislike! 
He brags. He insults. He wins.

I like him for his dislike of putting our women and 
men into combat. After decades of talk, he lowered 
our corporate tax rates from the highest in the world 
to a rate that encourages capitalists to build their 
businesses in America. They were leaving! 

Employment is soaring in America. Median house-
hold income, which fell each year of the Obama admin-
istration, is rising (yes, Obama was dealt a bad hand).

Most importantly, since 1981, when Clinton signed 
the World Trade Organization deal with China, Amer-
ica has been robbed blind: patents, intellectual prop-
erty, and manufacturing secrets of their American 
partners. Trump is fi ghting a trade war with our most 
powerful enemy, and none of our kids will die. God 
Bless Trump!

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

The best choice

Public policy decisions involve weighing the pros 
and cons and making choices based on thoughtful as-
sessment of both negative and positive outcomes and 
consequences. Leaders are tasked with collecting 
good data, evaluating options and making informed 
decisions that will concretely create good change. 

We are disappointed to hear of the push back on 
the Town of New Paltz’s solar project. Our position 
is that in this instance, given our existential climate 
threat, we absolutely cannot let the perfect get in the 
way of the very, very good. Many options have been 
thoroughly explored and investigated by a stellar 
group of climate professionals and dedicated volun-
teers, and the conclusion is that siting our solar array 
both on and adjacent to our landfi ll is absolutely the 
best choice. 

We have been part of nearly decade-long discus-
sions and studies and attempts to get this done in 
New Paltz and we are fi nally taking long overdue 
action. This project will supply clean, locally gen-
erated power. Not moving forward now with the 
proposed plan would be a huge setback to our com-
munity’s carbon reduction agenda and would be an 
incredibly sad and consequential missed opportu-
nity. 

New Paltz needs to lead here, we must fi gure out 
how to model eff ective response and adaptation to 
climate change. This project does just that and we 
fully support it. 

KT Tobin, Deputy Mayor
Village of New Paltz

Tim Rogers, Mayor
Village of New Paltz 

Driving New Paltz residents out of 
their home is not the answer

I am rarely outraged. I believe that for the most 
part, our public offi  cials do the best they can bal-
ancing a myriad of duties and competing needs, but 
could not believe that the Town of New Paltz’s solu-
tion to a budgetary crisis is to dump it on the backs 
of the taxpayers with an increase of close to 7%. I 
have not seen a raise to my salary of that extent in 
more years than I can remember.

Last year, we opened an AirBnB in our home to be 
able to pay the already high taxes. Adding insult to in-
jury was when it was pointed out that the comptroller 
failed the civil service exam; rather than fi nd a compe-
tent comptroller, the job duties are being modifi ed to 
accommodate her inability to pass the exam. Driving 
New Paltz residents out of their home is not the an-
swer to a poorly handled budget.

Lisa Kerr
New Paltz

Poorly planned budget

Once again, New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil Bet-
tez and Deputy Supervisor Dan Torres have given 
us the most poorly planned budget with the high-
est -- and unjustifi ed -- tax increase of any town in 
Ulster County.

At one point, Neil had complained to me that I 
should make some budget suggestions, instead of 
critiques. There are several ways to deal with a large 
expense, such as replacing highway equipment. For 
example, one simple thing to do is to create a high-
way equipment reserve fund, and every year put 
a modest installment, say $20,000, into the fund. 
That way the cost of equipment replacement is a 
regular planned expense rather that a series of sud-
den tax bombs. 

But Bettez/Torres should already know how to 
deal with these fi nancial matters. Why did they 
run for the offi  ce if they are unable to handle the 
responsibilities of the offi  ce? Someone who runs for 
an offi  ce that they are not qualifi ed for betrays the 
public’s trust and harms the community.

 Every other town in Ulster County has a highway 
department and needs to regularly replace expen-
sive equipment. These are not unique problems, 
and all of these other towns manage to have well-
planned budgets with reasonable tax increases. 
New Paltz is the only town in the county where the 
fi nancials are so badly managed. Why is that?

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

CWOSP supports proposed solar 
energy project at the landfi ll

The Town of New Paltz Clean Water and Open 
Space Protection Commission (CWOSP) has sub-
mitted a letter to the Town Board in support of a 
proposed solar energy project at the Town landfi ll 
property. We recognize the need for increasing reli-
ance on renewable, non-polluting energy, and the 
landfi ll site, already owned by the town, presents a 
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Susan Slotnick

“Not in my family”
Recently, at the Jewish Community Center 

in New Paltz, Juan Figueroa, the fi rst Puerto Rican 
sheriff  to ever be elected in New York State, wear-
ing a huge six-pointed star, gave an informative talk 
about law enforcement’s approach to solving the 
opioid crisis in Ulster County.

In a departure from the tough-love approach, he 
said, “Turning your back on a loved one is not the 
best practice.” He even expressed compassion, al-
though in no way a solution, for parents who, not 
wanting to see their child sick, will help to provide 
drugs.

The Ulster County Opioid Prevention Task Force is 
a community-wide, multi-sector leadership coalition 
that is closely examining the crisis through educa-
tion, reducing supply, reducing demand, improving 
treatment, providing recovery services and follow-
ups.

In the area of education, the Task Force presented 
a very creative idea; a traveling trailer with a bed-
room and bathroom inside to show parents and 
concerned others the tell-tale indications of opioid 
addiction: shoes without laces (laces often are used 
as a tourniquet), fragments of Q tips hollowed out 
containing drugs, Nyquil which reduces withdraw-
al symptoms, batteries removed from electronics 
where drugs could be inserted in the empty space.

What he did not talk about were the signs a par-
ent should look for before looking for indications of 
opioid addiction, because there are none. Most par-
ents would like to believe this problem only happens 
to “troubled” young people, those failing academi-
cally or socially with long-term mental health is-

sues and poorly 
equipped par-
ents. Not true.

Since my fi rst 
child was born 
here almost 
50 years ago, I 
can recall half a 
dozen suicides 
and many more 
drug problems 
among teenag-
ers and young 
people from good families. Maybe the reassuring 
thought entered your mind as you read this, “Who 
knows what really goes on inside a family?” I do. I 
know what goes on in mine. We have had our share 
of issues. It’s just good luck our kids are alright. It’s 
bad luck if they are not.

The over confi dent cocky parent who maintains 
the self-picture, “this cannot happen in my family” 
is putting their loved one at risk. New Paltz is a town 
with a lot of self-picture. A young man who went to 
New Paltz High School with my daughter, told me 
so last week. His exact words were: “no one would 
believe how much and what a variety of dangerous 
drugs there are here in town.”

I didn’t believe it either, until ten years ago. I wrote 
a column about New Paltz High School kids shooting 
up behind Tops (then Ames). Someone at the paper 
predicted there would be lots of response, discus-
sion and letters to the paper. Not one ensued.

I know the hubris of family chauvinism, the false 

narrative we create to assuage the frightening truth 
that addiction use can happen to anyone’s child.

People between the ages 13-24 are naturally prone 
to risky behaviors. Often the immature brain is pos-
tulated as the reason, but if it just had to do with the 
immature brain, then why aren’t much younger chil-
dren with less mature brains more apt to take risks 
than teenagers? Habituation, the diminishing of a 
physiological or emotional response to a frequently 
repeated stimulus, getting used to it and repetition 
play a big role in risk-taking among young people.

The best example of habituation currently is how 
we have become habituated to the lies told by politi-
cians, habituated through constant repetitions. Of-
ten commentators are awed by the ho-hum response 
over time to out illegal and destructive behavior 
from government offi  cials

The teenage version of this might be shock at fi rst 
seeing a friend mainlining heroin, but after seeing a 
dozen compatriots use and appear to survive, dis-
cipline and reason become weaker with each ex-
posure. This is a much more plausible reason why 
there is so much drug-taking in New Paltz. Its pro-
liferation, the snow-ball aff ect, the more your child 
sees others taking drugs, the more they will eventu-
ally be tempted to succumb. False security, the belief 
that the “other” is diff erent and your family is better 
not only creates separation, lack of empathy and love, 
but actually endangers your child and everyone else’s.

Lessening drug use by our younglings requires we 
tear down those walls of separation. Reach out to 
and reassure our friends and community members 
they are not alone or judged.

Towards the conclusion of Juan Figueroa’s presen-
tation, the assembled community members talked 
about denial, a coloration of it specifi c to New Paltz. 
We only have to look at history to see denial when 
brought to its most mammoth proportions, collec-
tively hurts every single soul. When that trailer comes 
along the byways of New Paltz, count yourself in, check 
your child’s belongings, look for signs, be humble and 
care about every child, not only your own.

good location for a solar facility. The lease of the site 
will provide a stream of needed revenue to the town 
while reducing the consumption of fossil fuel en-
ergy. We recognize that the proposed project could 
necessitate some clearing of existing forest at the site 
to augment the area of the capped landfi ll. Our com-
mittee concluded that while loss of a forested area is 
generally not desirable, a strong case has been made 
for use of this site, due to the clean energy benefi ts it 
will provide, its proximity to existing heavy industri-
al activity at the County Waste Transfer Station and 
the relatively small scale of the discreet forest patch 
that will be impacted. CWOSP has a high awareness 
and sensitivity to the need for preserving land and 
water resources, and we view the proposed project, 
on balance, as a benefi cial use of the property that is 
consistent with our mission.

John Gotto, Chairman
New Paltz CWOSP

No rules, only sides

Let’s be clear: Mr. Trump held up $391 million 
of critical military aid allocated by Congress in ex-
change for Ukraine’s peddling a fi ction that would aid 
Mr. Trump’s 2020 election run. 14,000 Ukrainians 
had died since Vladimir Putin’s 2014 invasion, which 
he undertook with the aim of dragging Ukraine back 
into the Russian orbit. Without American military as-
sistance, Ukraine would be defenseless.

Mr. Trump put the Mafi a-style arm on our front-
line ally Ukraine. The desperate young president of 
a desperate country was on the phone with the most 
powerful man in the world. Let’s not dress it up with 
a fancy phrase: quid pro quo. It’s extortion. Extor-
tion is a crime. It disgraces the offi  ce of the President 
of the United States.

Mr. Putin may earn a place in history as the great-
est political tactician of the late-20th and early 21st 
centuries. He played the long game, decades ago 
identifying Donald Trump as a useful idiot, eventu-
ally helping to install him in the White House. Every 
move Mr. Trump makes is to Russia’s benefi t, which 
now has the middle-east beachhead it has coveted 
for decades. The divisions we see in our country are 

due in part to the same strategy Putin has deployed 
to great success in Europe, from Brexit’s crack-
ing open the European Union to the weakening of 
NATO, the West’s collective military bulwark against 
Russian aggression. All White House roads do lead 
to Putin.

To its great dishonor, the Republican Party contin-
ues to embrace this fi fth-column corruption. Did you 
vote Republican in the Ulster County elections? If so, 
how can you salute the fl ag? Perhaps you still believe 
that Barack Obama was born in Kenya and that Hill-
ary Clinton turns children into pizzas. I feel sorry for 
you. But I weep for our nation.

In the context of the impeachment hearings, a 
reader commented on the New York Times web-
site on December 8 (I’ve edited it for readability): 
“If Hamilton, Franklin, Madison, et al. didn’t have 
something exactly like THIS [i.e., the rampant, 
treasonous self-dealing of the Trump White House, 
which the Ukraine aff air exemplifi es] in mind when 
they instituted an ultimate check on a rogue execu-
tive, what did they have in mind? People on the right 
are acting like there are no rules, only sides. They 
need to be challenged very explicitly about this. If 
we have public hearings where all these serious ad-
ministration offi  cials -- under oath -- make the extor-
tion patently clear, yet almost NO senator votes for 
removal, we will fi nd ourselves near the end of our 
run as a functioning Republic. We’ll have become a 
football game with neither rules nor offi  cials.”

Yes. No rules, only sides.
Which side are you on?

William Weinstein
New Paltz

Slow down

Our son’s farm on Lake Champlain is a three-and-
a- half hour drive from New Paltz. It requires a gas 
fi ll-up en route. 

Ann recalled that during the oil crisis of the 70’s, 
we reduced speeds across the country to 55 mph to 
conserve oil. And recently, when we started driving 
at 55 mph, not only did it eliminate the stop en route 
to Mark’s farm, but we also had enough extra gas to 

drive around once we arrived. 
It is estimated that if the national speed limit were 

to return to 55, we would save a billion barrels of oil 
each year! Isn’t our current climate crisis far more 
serious than the 70’s oil crisis? 

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

P.S. If we allowed electric cars to continue at the pres-
ent speeds, wouldn’t that be a huge incentive for people 
to transition to electric?!

Fortunate to have
the Denizen Theatre

The Denizen has been producing live theatre 
at the Water Street Market for a year. Within that 
short period of time, Denizen has established itself 
as a cultural cornerstone for New Paltz and the sur-
rounding communities. Not only has the organiza-
tion produced several new plays featuring equity 
performers and top-quality production values, the 
Denizen management has off ered the use of its won-
derful black box theatre space to other important 
local performance groups. Last Sunday, Hudson 
River Playback Theatre, another cherished local act-
ing company, presented The Time is Now! Climate 
Change Action Theatre. As if their beautiful stage 
wasn’t enough of an off ering, members of the Deni-
zen staff  and management were there to welcome the 
audience, collect donations and even perform with 
the Playback Theatre company. A theme of the eve-
ning’s presentation was the power of community in 
response to an emergency. No greater example of that 
power was the combination of Denizen and Playback. 
Together they were a force for good in these challeng-
ing times. But their eff orts didn’t stop with the moving 
performances. The benefi ciary of the donations that 
evening was New Paltz Climate Action Coalition, mem-
bers of the community who devote their time to sup-
porting environmental causes and fi ghting to reverse 
the eff ects of climate change. We are so fortunate to 
have such creative and dynamic organizations coming 
together for the common good here in New Paltz.

Miriam & Mark Varian
New Paltz Climate Action Coalition
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It’s the economy

Ruthless prioritization

Welcome Winter Expo

The Welcome Winter Expo has added some new 
exhibitors to its program on Thursday, November 21, 
7 to 9 p.m., at St. Joseph’s parish hall in New Paltz.

Lynne Cherry, renowned author and illustrator of 
numerous children’s books including the classic, The 
Great Kapok Tree, will be at the event. In addition to 
her literary works, she has written and produced a 
series of short fi lms that highlight how children have 

become empowered to successfully support envi-
ronmental sustainability. She will be showing these 
fi lms on a small screen and signing her books at a 
table. In addition, Lynne’s 95-year-old mom, Helen 
Cogancherry, a resident of Woodland Pond, will be 
there with books that she illustrated.

Phillies Bridge Farm, Spruce Farm & Stony Farm and 
Tributary Farm will be off ering fresh veggies and a mini 
farmers’ market. Consider joining one of these CSAs 
(Community Supported Agriculture) for next year.

A representative from the Red Cross will be avail-
able to sign people up for free installation of smoke 
detectors for their homes -- a really great service that 
I took advantage of two years ago.

Plus, even more surprises. Come and enjoy.
Jim O’Dowd

New Paltz

Spatial Issues

I imagine anyone viewing the title of this letter is 
thinking: “What’s Civile up to now?” Well, to such 
thinkers, the answer is: I’m recommending to all 
feedback readers a business, Spatial Issues, that I re-
cently visited in Clintondale. The proprietor’s name 
is Bonnie Gulden and she makes custom-designed 
products that are hand crafted from reclaimed ma-
terials. Bonnie is a Republican who supports the 
goals of the New Green Deal. And although she vot-
ed for Trump in 2016, Democrats will be happy to 
know that she is ashamed of that decision and has 
switched her party affi  liation to “Independent.” 
Moreover, Bonnie has joined the ranks of the “any-
one-but-Trump voters for 2020.” Actually, none of 
the preceding political talk is true. During my visit 
to Bonnie’s showroom, there was no political or God 

Pat Ryan’s let’s-get-on-with-it leadership style 
exudes restlessness. Ulster County government’s 
chief executive is impatient with undirected con-
versation, unclear goal-setting and slow decision-
making. He wants to move the county’s economy 
forward now, he says (among other things). Occa-
sional inevitable policy mistakes, he maintains, are 
no excuse for inaction. 

The tone is one of urgency.
Walking into an hour-and-a-half meeting of the Ul-

ster 2040 working group at the county offi  ce build-
ing last Thursday six minutes before it was sched-
uled to end, Ryan spent 14 minutes listening to the 
concluding proceedings and thanking his appoin-
tees for their participation.

He told the group to focus on “ruthless prioritiza-
tion.” “Let’s try to do less better,” he urged.

The 37-year-old Army veteran and former business 
executive wants a fresh approach to economic devel-
opment. He’s looking to Ulster 2040 for a strategic 
framework to guide the county’s eff orts.

There’s no time to lose. By the time of an inaugural 
public meeting scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on Decem-
ber 11 in the legislative chambers, the Ulster 2040 
task force will already have existed for a third of its 
expected nine-month lifespan. Ryan told the mem-
bers he preferred a 20-page report from the group 
rather than an 80-pager.

“The primary goal of Ulster 2040 is to align and 
focus the county’s economic, workforce and com-
munity development investments toward a set of 
targeted focus sectors,” Ryan had said in the Septem-
ber 12 posting announcing formation of the twelve-
member group, “and to identify the necessary steps 
to ensure that all county residents will benefi t from 
a growing and changing economy.“

Tim Weidemann, the county’s innovation director 
who is acting as process consultant and facilitator, 
guided Ulster 2040 through its primary task for last 
Thursday: “Where We Are Today.”  Weidemann uti-
lized a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats) analysis. 

A SWOT exercise was conducted a dozen years 
ago by an outside consultant as part of the last stra-
tegic plan for economic development, Ulster Tomor-
row. Ulster County’s strengths and weaknesses have 
changed some since then, and the universe of oppor-
tunities and threats certainly has evolved. Though 
Ulster Tomorrow had counseled both the need for 
improvement in the cumbersome process of deliv-
ering services and a greater targeting of specifi c in-
dustrial clusters, it became a hodgepodge of abstract 
recommendation. When staff  follow-up was lacking, 
its good intentions quickly lost momentum.

Strengths and weaknesses are internal to Ulster 
County. Opportunities and threats are part of the out-
side world. Weidemann followed the age-old technique 
of making lists with a Sharpie marker on large pieces 
of paper taped to the walls of the legislative library in 
which the meeting took place last Thursday.

Though the Ulster County economy has been 
more stagnant than not in the past decade, there 
are reasons for optimism. Ryan desperately wants 
movement. There’s a clear need for strategies that 
will build intelligently on the reasons for optimism.

The group looked at the downside fi rst.
Real wages have declined in Ulster County the past 

decade. The cost of living in general and particularly 
the cost of housing has increased. “The approval pro-
cess is incredibly diffi  cult,” said architect Scott Dutton. 
It was an even bigger problem in the New York City wa-

tershed, added Nels Leader of Bread Alone. 
The middle class has been hollowed out, noted 

economist Evelyn Wright. The population is older 
and slightly smaller, said SUNY Ulster’s Chris Marx. 
Transportation issues are challenging. Infrastructure 
needs have increased. The size of the labor force has 
decreased, and more jobholders have to commute 
longer distances to work. Some aspects of the educa-
tional system are “problematic,” as business devel-
opment expert Arnaldo Schwerert tactfully off ered. 
More of the workforce lacks appropriate job skills, 
said Stacey Rein of United Way. 

On the other hand, Ulster County is as beautiful 
and right-scaled as ever. The overall culture is di-
verse and open. Quality of life remains high. In-mi-
grants, including second-homers, are bringing their 
skills with them and fi nding the county inexpensive 
compared to the city living they have been used to. 
Access to the Big Apple is available, and places like 
Woodstock, Kingston, Marbletown and New Paltz 
are now extremely popular with city folks, some ea-
ger to become ex-city folks.

“This could be the next Boulder,” said Dutton. 
Participating on the phone, Rosendale-based food 
sales manager Matt Igoe shot back, “Have you seen 
Boulder recently?” 

Might the balance between maintaining Ulster 
County’s strengths while attending to its weakness-
es prove impossible in the face of pressures toward 
gentrifi cation? Won’t the things that make a place 
wonderful be threatened and ultimately eroded by 
change? It was a balancing act, the group conceded, 
but something that needed to be risked.

Fortunately, doing less better is not an impos-
sible task. You create a few areas of focus. My choices 
are the creative industries, the digital world and an 
extended food and agriculture cluster. You align the 
county’s support sectors, including workforce de-
velopment, education, infrastructure improvement, 
fi nance, and outreach and research, to concentrate 
on the growth of these sectors. 

Then you do the job.
Ruthless enough?  

-- Geddy Sveikauskas

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528
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Mark Sherman

How to be happy

A 
LAUGHING 

MATTER

Among all the pieces I’ve written, my “How 
to” ones are among the most popular. For example, 
about eight years ago I wrote a humorous piece in 
this space titled “How to Attract Women,” and put it 
on a blog I’ve had for Psychology Today, where it has 
been, by a wide margin, my most viewed post. An-
other piece that people have really enjoyed is “How 
to Be an Aging Parent.” As for the “Women” one, I 
think, because of the title, people took it seriously 
and were probably disappointed when they saw me 
suggesting guys use lines no one had ever used be-
fore, such as "Did anyone ever tell you that you look 
like what you look like?"

Lest anyone feel that this new piece will actually 
tell you how to be happy, just take a look at me and 
how I run my life. Me telling people how to be happy 
is like a lifelong vegan telling you where you can get 
the best burgers. Of course, you might inadvertently 
learn a helpful thing or two here, but that is not my 
primary intention. 

Anyhow, in truth, the other night feeling kind of 
down I did what we all do for every problem we have: 
I used Google. I have found that between Google and 
YouTube (same company, by the way), virtually ev-
ery problem can be solved. So I Googled “How to be 
happy,” and numerous sites came up, most of them 
off ering a variety -- often a specifi c number – of ways. 
No kidding, the fi rst nine of the eight billion (!) re-
sults that come up when you put in those words all 
have numbers: there are 23 ways (two of those), a 10, 
20, 15, 5, 25, 7 and a 45. 

Forty-fi ve! That’s the one for me. To be honest, I 
thought there was only one: taking an antidepres-
sant. 

So I got right onto that site -- especially because 
its title was “45 Ways to Be Happier Instantly.” 
Granted, the word “happier” was a bit of a hedge, 
since “happier” didn’t necessarily mean “happy” (it 

could mean just be-
ing mildly depressed, 
rather than suicidal), 
but I loved “instant-
ly.” I don’t want to 
hear about how hap-
piness can take time 
to achieve. Just hear-
ing someone say that 
can plunge me into 
despair.

Yay, let’s see what it 
suggests!

Well, Number 1 wasn’t exactly a winner for me. 
It says, “Log in some time with your furry friends.” 
Well, we don’t have furry friends. My wife is allergic, 
and also I know people whose whole social life is to-
tally constrained by their dogs.

Next is “Count your blessings.” I do that every day, 
and there are six. And one of them is that no one is 
forcing me to read all this crap about being happy.

Then it’s “Remind yourself of how great you are.” 
I do this all the time. Unfortunately, I also feel com-
pelled to remind other people how great I am. They 
don’t seem to love this, and that’s a particular prob-
lem in trying to be happy, because the list includes 
what you see on virtually every list of happy things: 
spending time with other people. It appears in sev-
eral places on the site, including #42, which is “Talk 
to someone IRL.” Immediately, this annoyed me, 
because what is IRL? Turns out it has a number of 
meanings, but the one intended here is “in real life.” 

That depressed me immediately, because I re-
member a time when all we had was real life (plus 
the phone). And besides, in real life who wants to 
talk with someone who alternates between being 
down or covering it up by bragging?

So what are some others? The ones above haven’t 

exactly propelled me into my happy place. 
Number 9 is “Hang out with someone who is hap-

py.” It explains: “Joy really is contagious. Research 
shows the more you surround yourself with happy 
people, the happier you’ll feel.” Really? When I’m 
with happy people, the more envious and down I 
feel. And I’ll tell you what’s contagious -- colds are 
contagious, and it seems like everyone I hang out 
with is constantly coughing, sniffl  ing and sneezing, 
and talking about the cold they can’t seem to shake. 

And then there’s Number 17: “Go outside…One 
study found that going for a brief walk in nature can 
help improve your mood and alleviate stress.” Are 
you kidding? All going outside does is make me more 
worried about climate change. And nature? Sure, if I 
don’t care about getting Lyme disease. 

What about #36? It’s “Think of happy memories.” 
Oh yeah, this is a good one. At my age I have plenty 
of happy memories, but most of them are from 40 or 
50 years ago, when I didn’t have so many aches and 
pains, could run six miles or more, thought I had 
a future, and wasn’t absolutely invisible to young 
women. Yeah, that can cheer me right up!

I could have guessed this list wasn’t going to do 
much to raise my happiness level when I read one 
of the earliest items, Number 4: “Call your mom.” 
“Pick up that phone,” it says. “Research suggests 
hearing your mom’s voice can help reduce stress. 
And less stress means a happier you.” My mom has 
been dead for more than 25 years, so hearing her 
voice would defi nitely not reduce my stress. 

But all kidding aside, here is one that I do use and 
believe in (and wish more people did). It’s Number 
26, “Give someone else a compliment. Your generos-
ity will make your day and theirs.” While the original 
had “their’s,” which, as a stickler for grammar, both-
ered me, I love the sentiment, and I do practice it all 
the time. I do it with honesty, and I love how people 
respond. Sure, there’s the occasional person who 
grunts when I compliment them, but the vast major-
ity are happily surprised and it really does make my 
day, if not theirs too. 

Writer’s note: You can hear me read many of my col-
umns aloud on my podcast, “The Kvetching Professor” 
( just Google it!). The very fi rst episode is “How to At-
tract Women”; and “How to Be an Aging Parent” is on 
there too (it’s #28).

talk. However, Bonnie seems like a great person and 
her hand-crafted products, made from reclaimed 
and found materials, are unique. So, whatever your 
political or religious views, if you’re looking for 
some cool stuff  to buy for your home, visit Bonnie’s 
showroom. She’s located at 165 Bedell Avenue in 
Highland. (It’s really in Clintondale off  Route 44-55.) 
Her phone number is (845) 883-9312 and the name of 
her business is Spatial issues.

George Civile
Gardiner

State hearing on health care
coming to Kingston

I’m a 28-year-old lifetime resident of the Town 
of Ulster. For nearly ten years, I have been living at 
home with the help of 24-hour personal care, after a 
spinal cord injury in late 2009 left me a quadriple-
gic. The State of New York, like the rest of the United 
States, is at a crossroads of a growing home care 
crisis. Medical advancements and a growing under-
standing of human health has us living longer and 
surviving injuries that were once death sentences. 
Over time, this has created an inevitable increase 
in the need for quality community-based long-term 
care. New York could be the fi rst state to not only 
create a universal healthcare system, but one that 
covers comprehensive long-term care coverage; one 
of the most critical, yet overlooked components of a 
stable healthcare infrastructure. 

Opponents of universal coverage who argue it is 
unaff ordable fail to consider the heavy cost soci-
ety already pays through the lack of coverage that 
leaves individuals sick, unemployed and in need of 
support. We are all only temporarily-abled. We all 
desire to live out our days at home, as independent-
ly as possible, with dignity. But the systems neces-

sary to adequately fulfi ll that desire are woefully ill 
equipped to satisfy such a demand. Join me and the 
Caring Majority campaign on November 25 in Kings-
ton at the Ulster County Offi  ce Building where the 
state legislature will be holding (at 10 a.m.) a pub-
lic hearing on the latest iteration of the New York 
Health Act and help us make history.

Keith Gurgui
Town of Ulster
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SUB-
STANCE OF 
SAMCAKES LLC 
The Articles of Or-
ganization of SAM-
CAKES LLC were fi led 
on August 15, 2019, 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY). This Limited 
Liability Company 
(LLC) has an offi  ce in 
Ulster County, New 
York. The SSNY is 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. The SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
the process to 267 
Milton Turnpike, Mil-
ton, New York 12547. 
In addition to the 
events of dissolution 
set forth in Section 
701 of the Limited Li-
ability Company Law 
(LLCL), the company 
does not have a spe-
cifi c date of dissolu-
tion. The purpose 
of the company is to 
engage in any law-
ful act or activity for 
which an LLC may be 
organized under the 
LLCL. The Articles 
of Organization were 
subscribed to by Glen 
L. Heller, Esq., Or-
ganizer, Drake Loeb 
PLLC, 555 Hudson 
Valley Avenue, Suite 
100, New Windsor, 
New York 12553.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Cuney Ranch Hold-
ings LLC, Art. of Org. 
fi led w/Sec. of State of 
NY
(SSNY) 10/01/19. Of-
fi ce location: Ulster 
Co., NY.; SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of 
process c/o the Com-
pany, 35 Riverview, 
Port Ewen, New York 
12466. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY
Notice is hereby given 
that EHTS FANELLI 
LLC, a limited liabil-
ity company, fi led Ar-
ticles of Organization 
with the Secretary of 
State on September 
27, 2019. The prin-
cipal offi  ce is in the 

Town of Plattekill, 
County of Ulster,State 
of New York and the 
Secretary of State was 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. The address 
to which the Secre-
tary of State shall mail 
a copy of process is: 
451 Crescent Avenue, 
Highland, New York 
12528. The purpose 
of the company is to 
engage in any lawful 
activity for which a 
company may be or-
ganized under § 206 
of the Limited Liabil-
ity Company Act.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LLC
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF Doyle H.R. 
Consulting LLC.  Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
10/25/2019.  Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. The Post Of-
fi ce address to which 
the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC 
served upon him is 
P.O. Box 41, Esopus, 
NY 12561. Purpose of 
LLC: To engage in any 
and all business activ-
ities permitted under 
the laws of the State 
of New York. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
OF VRL COMPUTER 
P R O G R A M M I N G , 
LLC Art. of Org. fi led 
with Sec. of State 
10/25/2019. Off . loc.in 
Ulster CO. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of process VICTO-
RIA R. LUNDGREN, 
80 HUNT ROAD, 
WALLKILL, NY 12589. 
Any lawful business. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Hudson Val-
ley Mobile Dumpsters 
LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led in the De-
partment of State of 
New York on July 17, 
2019.

Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County
Principal Business 
Location: Ulster 
County, New York 
Purpose:  Any and all 
lawful business activi-
ties
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Hudson Valley Mo-
bile Dumpsters LLC 
– 613 Abeel Street, 
Kingston, New York 
12401 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of: Forest Air Heating 
& Cooling LLC. Arts 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 10/17/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the domestic 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to the LLC, 134 
South Street, Marl-
boro, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 3537 RT 9W, LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/23/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
Stephen Lawrence, 
218 Dupont Ave, New-
burgh, NY 12550. Pur-
pose: any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of 10 N. Chestnut 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/25/2019. Of-
fi ce Location  85 So 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Mari and Ko Bou-
tique LLC.
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with NYS 
Dept. of State (SSNY) 
on 10/21/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County at 263 Tuck-
ers corners Rd, High-

land, NY 12528.
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
may be served.
SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process 
to: 263 Tuckers Cor-
ners Rd, Highland, 
New York 12528.
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

 LEGAL NOTICE
T & K 225 PROPER-
TIESLLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 10/23/19. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 225 Downs 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of E.M. Vintage 
House LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/5/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: c/o The LLC, 
3 Maple Ave, St 3, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
SPIEGEL PROPER-
TIES, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 11/12/2019. 
Offi  ce: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 46 Haes-
sig Glen Rd. Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Rose Mt. LLC. Art. 
of Org. fi led Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 11/8/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 234 Tinker 
St, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.

LEGAL NOTICE
REVIVE APPAREL 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
11/7/19. Off . Loc. : Erie 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, c/o Mari-

ana Militello, P.O. Box 
3,Clarence, NY 14031. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of Chestnut Market 
Holdings LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 11/19/2019 Of-
fi ce Location  536 
Main Street (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Stree, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
New York State De-
partment of Environ-
mental Conservation
Notice of Complete 
Application
Date: 11/12/2019
Applicant: NEW 
PALTZ STORAGE LLC 
PO BOX 699
NEW PALTZ, NY 12561
Facility: NEW PALTZ 
STORAGE LLC 
111 HENRY W DUBOIS 
DR 
NEW PALTZ, NY 12561
Application JD: 
3-5138-00229/0000 I
Permits(s) Applied 
for: 1. – Article 24 
Freshwater Wetlands
Project is located: in 
NEW PALTZ in UL-
STER COUNTY
Project Description:
The applicant pro-
poses to disturb 
7,585 square feet of 
the adjacent area of 
Freshwater Wetland 
CD-39 (Class III) as-
sociated with expan-
sion of an existing self 
storage facility. The 
expansion involves 
construction of a 
three-story, 31-foot 
by 126-foot building 
with associated park-
ing, landscaping, and 
stormwater manage-
ment. No disturbance 
to the wetland is pro-
posed.
Availability of Appli-
cation Documents:
Filed application doc-
uments, and Depart-
ment draft permits 
where applicable, are 
available for inspec-
tion during normal 
business hours at the 
address of the contact 
person. To ensure 
timely service at the 
time of inspection, it 
is recommended that 
an appointment be 
made with the con-
tact person.  
State Environmen-
tal Quality Review 
(SEQR) Determina-
tion
Project is an Unlisted 

Action and will not 
have a signifi cant 
impact on the envi-
ronment. A Negative 
Declaration is on fi le. 
A coordinated review 
was not performed.
SEQR Lead Agency 
None Designated
State Historic Preser-
vation Act (SHPA) De-
termination
Cultural resource lists 
and maps have been 
checked. The pro-
posed activity is not 
in an area of identi-
fi ed archaeological 
sensitivity and no 
known registered, eli-
gible or inventoried 
archaeological sites 
or historic structures 
were identifi ed or 
documented for the 
project location. No 
further review in ac-
cordance with SHPA 
is required.
Availability For Public 
Comment
Comments on this 
project must be 
submitted in writ-
ing to the Contact 
Person no later than 
12/05/2019 or 15 days 
after the publication 
date of this notice, 
whichever is later.
Contact Person
CHRISTOPHER LANG
NYSDEC
21 S Putt Corners Rd
New Paltz, NY 12561
(845) 256-3096

LEGAL NOTICE
VILLAGE OF NEW 
PALTZ 
NOTICE OF WORK-
SHOP MEETING OF 
THE VILLAGE AND 
TOWN BOARDS 
 PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that a Workshop 
Meeting of the Village 
Board of 
Trustees and the 
Town Board of New 
Paltz will take place 
on Wednesday 
December 4, 2019 
at 7:00 p.m. at New 
Paltz Village Hall, 25 
Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz 
N.Y. for the purpose 
of holding a work-
shop on Climate 
Change Vulnerability 
in New Paltz 
The Village of New 
Paltz will make every 
eff ort to assure that 
the 
hearing is accessible 
to persons with dis-
abilities. Anyone re-
quiring 
special assistance 
and/or reasonable 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s 
should contact the 
Village Clerk. 
BY ORDER OF THE 
VILLAGE BOARD OF 
THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW PALTZ 
Alberta Shaw 
Village Clerk

 Love Almanac Weekly?
Consider making a contribution. 

You’ll help support our mission and be 
entered to win tickets to local events. 

hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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A place for new ideas
More than one hundred people, many of them 

SUNY New Paltz staff  and students, attended the 
fourth annual Hudson Valley Future Summit at the 
New Paltz college this Monday, November 18. “Creat-
ing Equity in the Hudson Valley” was the theme of 
the event, whose keynote speakers were Big Apple 
journalist Jenna Flanagan, Kingston-based econo-
mist Evelyn Wright, and Poughkeepsie schools su-
perintendent Eric Jay Rosser. The proceedings were 
bracketed between a generous locally sourced lunch 
and a reception featuring Hudson Valley wines. 

Much of the afternoon event was spent in small-
group facilitated discussions of seven topics: the 
arts, climate change, criminal justice, education, 
food insecurity, housing, and innovation and en-
trepreneurship. Providing the leadership in each of 
these conversation groups were at least one SUNY 
New Paltz faculty member and at least one outside 
expert from within the region.

In his introduction, college president Donald Chris-
tian talked about how inclusion, not just diversity, 
was the goal of a New Paltz education. Diff erences in 
academic performance between students of diff erent 
races fell in a very narrow range at New Paltz, he said 
with pride, as compared to the very large disparities 
at American higher education institutions as a whole.  

A screen conveyed messages prepared by the 
sponsors of the future summit. The Woodstock 
Chimes off ering included a quotation from the late 
composer John Cage. “I don’t understand why peo-
ple are frightened of new ideas,” Cage had written. 
“I’m frightened of the old ones.” 

SUNY student dies in fall

A 20-year-old SUNY New Paltz student died after 
a fall while hiking Monday night around the caves in 
Kingston’s Hasbrouck Park, city police said on No-
vember 19.

According to police, the dead woman was part of a 
group of SUNY students who were, police said, “part 
of an unsanctioned hiking group that were exploring 
the old cement caves and trails” on Monday night. 
They hadn’t begun their trek until 6:30 in the eve-
ning, well after dark. Police said that at about 9:50 
p.m. they got a call reporting one of the hikers had 
fallen down a cliff . Police said the group had become 
lost and was trying to make their way back to their 
cars. They were walking down the edge of a cliff  
when the fall occurred, police said.

According to police, the area where the woman 
fell could only be reached by an experienced rope 
team; police said that due to the lack of light and 
bad weather, they decided to postpone the victim’s 
body until daylight. Police said the woman “suff ered 
severe trauma” from the fall and was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Judge tosses ethics fi ndings

The Ulster County ethics board’s fi nding last year 
that outgoing District 2 county legislator Joe Maloney 
broke Ulster ethics law has been tossed by a state Su-
preme Court Judge. County ethics board chairman 
David Spada said the board plans to appeal the deci-
sion.

In a ten-page ruling, judge Richard Mott annulled 
the board’s fi nding that by voting twice on matters 
connected to the county’s contract with the CSEA 
— which aff ected his wife, a county employee — Ma-
loney violated ethics laws. Maloney was ordered to 
pay a $7,000 fi ne which he could avoid by resigning. 
Choosing not to run again for legislature, Maloney 
fi led an Article 78 suit against the ethics board in 
state Supreme Court.

Mott wrote that two of the board’s December 
31, 2018 fi ndings lacked a “basis in substantial evi-
dence.” He said state general municipal law exempts 
votes by local lawmakers on collective bargaining 
agreements from confl ict-of-interest restrictions. 
Mott wrote that another charge leveled against Ma-
loney was arbitrary and capricious. 

“I’m pleased by the court’s decision. I have main-

tained my innocence throughout these proceedings 
and the court found against both the intent behind 
these charges, but also the process,” Maloney stated 
in a press release. He thinks the county ethics board 
needs reform and that his battle against what he called 
cronyism and pay-to-play practices in county politics 
was behind the charges against him, not his votes.

Suit against county proceeds 

A federal appeals court has reinstated portions of 
a lawsuit by fi ve black Ulster County sheriff ’s correc-
tions offi  cers who say they were subjected to racist 
language and abuse by co-workers and supervisors 
while working at the county jail in years past. The 
ruling clears the way for a jury trial in the case. 
Meanwhile, current sheriff  Juan Figueroa said he’s 
taken a number of steps to increase diversity and 
prevent further discrimination lawsuits.

The plaintiff s are all current or former correc-
tions offi  cers at the Ulster County Jail. The lawsuit 
alleges that prior sheriff  Paul Van Blarcum oversaw 
“a hostile work environment” at the jail, citing a 
dozen instances racist remarks by both rank and fi le 
co-workers and supervisors. The lawsuit also alleges 
that county offi  cials were aware of at least some of 
the incidents and did nothing to address them.

The lawsuit was fi rst fi led in 2016. The original suit 
also alleged that black corrections offi  cers had faced 
discrimination in promotions and were disciplined 
more harshly than white peers for similar off enses.

In 2018, a judge in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of New York had dismissed the 
case. Earlier this month, however, an appeals court 
reinstated portions of the case. The ruling means that a 
jury could decide whether the offi  cers were subjected 
to hostile working condition and whether county offi  -
cials knew of the incidents and failed to act.

Angst over CSX crossings

Recent rail crossing closures in the Town of Ulster 
have caused headaches for residents and business-
es. Town offi  cials don’t dispute freight rail company 
CSX’s claims that the renovation and repair work is 
necessary, but they have issues with how the work is 
announced and performed. 

“One of our biggest problems is the communica-
tions with CSX,” said town highway superintendent 
Frank Petramale. “They don’t really give too much 
information. I spoke to them months ago, and they 
said they were going to do certain things certain 
ways, and that changed quite a bit when we got to 
our crossings.” Petramale said CSX’s on-site practice 
of working around their own rail schedules means 
local crossings are often impacted for much longer 
than anticipated. 

The freight rail company sent an e-mailed re-
sponse. “We have been in close contact with leader-
ship from the Town of Ulster, who is free to contact 
us at any time,” it said. “They are and have been 
aware of our maintenance work being conducted on 
the crossings.”

Petramale disagreed, adding that it’s nothing new 
in his dealings with CSX. “In the past, we really 
haven't had an awful lot of luck,” he said. “We knew 
they were doing it when the signs were up. And then, 
you know, we get fl ooded with phone calls.”

Belonging benefi t Saturday

“Because We All Belong,” an afternoon of music, 
dance and storytelling, will be held this Saturday, 
November 23 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the Rosendale 
Theatre. The event will benefi t the Ulster Immigrant 
Defense Network. Tickets cost $20 to $30. 

Participating will be the Vanaver Caravan Musi-
cians; singer/activist Amy Fradon, local singer/song-
writer Tai Burnette, singer/songwriter/guitarist John 
DeRosalia, and storyteller, poet, playwright and mu-
sician David Gonzalez.

The UIDN describes itself as “a grassroots, all-
volunteer coalition formed by concerned residents 
and local faith communities to provide a network of 
safety and support to immigrants regardless of sta-
tus.” The group helps immigrants navigate the legal 
system, including interactions with ICE, and off ers 
other forms of help.

Tickets are available at the box offi  ce at 3:30 on 

the day of the event by cash or check. Contributions 
to UIDN are tax deductible when made by check 
through UIDN’s fi scal sponsor, Holy Cross/Santa 
Cruz Episcopal Church. 

Shandaken exceeds tax cap

On November 6, the Shandaken town board voted 
unanimously to adopt a 2020 budget of $6,083,796, 
up from last year's budget of $5,936,108. The bud-
get calls for a 3.09 percent tax-levy increase, which 
exceeds the state’s two percent cap. This will be the 
fourth year in a row of exceeding the tax cap. Coun-
cil members previously voted by supermajority to al-
low themselves to do so. No questions or comments 
were off ered by residents at the public hearing pre-
ceding the vote.

Supervisor Rob Stanley attributed the increase 
largely to personnel costs, including the need to keep 
up with the gradual raise of the state’s minimum 
wage. Since the preliminary budget was presented 
last month, the only change made was a return to 
paying the Shandaken Museum director through a 
budget-line item, since the museum board lost two 
members who had planned to take over payroll pro-
cedures. The amount budgeted for the museum was 
not changed. 

The overall tax increase will add about $15.45 to 
each $500 paid in this year’s town taxes.

Health public hearing Monday 

The state legislature will sponsor a joint public 
hearing on the New York Health Act which, if it be-
comes law, would provide aff ordable universal cov-
erage for all New Yorkers. The day begins at 9 a.m. 
Monday, November 25, with a rally at the county of-
fi ce building, 244 Fair Street, Kingston. A press con-
ference follows at 9:30 and the hearing begins at 10. 
Those wishing to attend and comment are asked to 
RSVP online at https://tinyurl.com/HVHearingRSVP

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281



 New Paltz Times 24 •  November 21, 2019

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

Holiday Gift Guides
Ulster Publishing Special Section 

The weeks between Thanksgiving and the New Year are a crucial time for local businesses. 
During these weeks, we set aside space in our newspapers to allow local businesses to pro-
mote their holiday offerings, and we also publish a full-size pullout special section. Advertise 
in either or both and reach readers who value shopping local. 

Shop local

Be included 845-334-8200
info@ulsterpublishing.com | explorehudsonvalley.com/advertise

Reach over 60,000 print readers in four counties within 
trusted community weekly newspapers, including thou-
sands of subscribers. A digital version of the section will 
also appear on hudsonvalleyone.com, which receives 
100,000+ monthly visitors, many from New York City. All 
sorts of people read Ulster Publishing papers, but we're 
especially popular among upper-income readers who 
value community and buying locally. As the largest inde-
pendent local media company dedicated to local news, 
we attract just the type of reader most likely to make a 
special point of patronizing local businesses.

Reach your  
target customers 

Pullout sections
Black Friday issue
Deadline: 11/22 • Published: 11/27
Holiday Events & Gift Guide 
Deadline: 12/3 • Published: 12/5

Internal sections
Published: 11/21, 12/12, 12/19 and 12/26. 
Deadlines generally three days prior, 
but vary with holidays.

Rhinebeck

Beacon

Saugerties

Catskill
Tannersville

Kingston

Poughkeepsie

Woodstock

Margaretville

New Paltz
Ellenville

New York City 

EARLY 
DEADLINE

for our 

Thanksgiving issue
Advertising deadline for 

Black Friday Shop Local
is 

Friday, Nov. 22
The advertising deadline for the rest 

of our publications 

is 

Monday, Nov. 25 at 1 pm
Please call your sales representative at 

(845) 334-8200 for more information.

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong
The business of media is changing, 
but local, on-the-ground, fact-checked 
journalism is needed now more than ever. 
We believe it’s important for the entire 
community, regardless of economic 
position, to have access to the local news 
that impacts their lives most. Your sup-
port ensures independent local journalism 
will thrive in the Hudson Valley for years 
to come. More: hudsonvalleyone.com/
support.

hv1UP Ulster 
Publishing


