
Ryan to 
veto ‘Dan 
Torres Law’
Legislature passes 
measure forbidding 
county appointees from 
holding elected offi  ce
12-11, but exec nixes it
by Christina Coulter

A 
PROPOSED LAW PROHIBIT-
ING appointees of county 
e l e c t e d 
o f f i c i a l s 

from themselves 
holding elected offi  c-
es in Ulster County 
was approved by a 
12-11 vote at the legis-
lature’s November 19 
meeting.

But County Execu-
tive Pat Ryan said 
this week that he will veto the measure, 
which has — intentionally or not — been 
taken as an attack on Deputy County 
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Choose your winter
Rescued reptiles hog the spotlight at third 

Welcome Winter Expo

A representative of the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency speaks with an 
interested party at the Welcome Winter Expo in New Paltz last week.

by Frances Marion Platt

E
ACH SPRING SINCE 2003, the New Paltz Reformed Church has been hosting 
an Earth Day Fair, cosponsored by the Interfaith Earth Action, the New Paltz 
Climate Action Coalition and New Paltz Climate Smart. The event is a big 
draw for local families, artfully disguising its educational pitches about how 

to shrink your carbon footprint with an enjoyable array of kid-friendly activities, live 
music and food.

Continued on page 10 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Local educator Erik Callender of Erik’s Reptile Adventures, shows off  some of his rescued 
pets at the Welcome Winter Expo in New Paltz last week.

Town of New Paltz 
considers building a 
solar fi eld at the site 
of former landfi ll

by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ TOWN Board 
members continue to discuss 
building solar atop the capped 
town landfi ll and in the sur-

rounding forest. Cara Lee, of the ad-hoc 
committee studying the issue, advised 
them at last week’s Town Board meeting 
that representatives of Sol Systems are 
committed to killing fewer trees, now 
that they have actually taken a close 
look at the site. The new plans call for 
six acres of the landfi ll to be covered in 
panels, as well as six-and-a-half to eight 
acres adjacent. More can fi t on the land-
fi ll than was believed, she said, and the 
topography of the surrounding wood-
lands is proving more challenging. This 
will result in a slightly smaller project 
than was fi rst proposed, producing a 

Continued on page 5

Day care 
shut down
The New Paltz Child Care 
Center has been closed, and 
it’s not going to be reopened

by Terence P Ward

T
HE NEW PALTZ Child Care Cen-
ter has been closed, and it’s not 
going to be reopened. That’s 
the news broken at the Novem-

ber 21 New Paltz Town Board meeting. 
Supervisor Neil Bettez said that the fi re 
department was called there due to an 
electrical problem, bringing focus to the 
many maintenance issues which need 
to be addressed in a structure intended 
to be temporary, but in service since 
the 1990s. It would cost $60,000 to ad-
dress short-term safety needs, Bettez 
said, and perhaps twice that in the next 
year or two to put the building on solid 
footing. That’s money which isn’t avail-
able in a budget swollen by pension and 
health insurance costs, and board mem-
bers voted earlier this year not to pursue 
state grants to address the issues.

The problems are complicated by 

Censure
County Legislature 
condemns Rodriguez

by Christina Coulter

F
OR THE FIRST time in its his-
tory, the 
U l s t e r 
C o u n t y 

Legislature voted 
to condemn one of 
its own, New Paltz 
Democrat Hec-
tor Rodriguez, for 
sexual harassment 
and predatory be-
havior. Rodriguez’s 
expressionless face loomed over the 
room, projected onto a wall by a too-
close webcam that he used to Skype into 
the meeting, while legislators voted 17-5 
for his censure. His screen went black 
during the voting; Rodriguez abstained 
from the vote and made no comment. 

Rodriguez was still able to vote on 

Continued on page 5
Continued on page 5 

Continued on page 6 

Hector Rodriguez.

Dan Torres.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

 
NEW PALTZ | HISTORYHoliday party for seniors

A holiday party for seniors is being planned for 
Sunday, December 8, 1 p.m., at the New Paltz Com-
munity Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive. A varied 
menu will be provided, along with live entertain-
ment.

Registration is required. To register, call 255-2512 
or visit townofnewpaltz.org and click on recreation. 
The alternate date for inclement weather is Sunday, 
December 15 at 1 p.m.

Buy nothing day

The New Paltz Friends’ Meeting will hold its elev-
enth annual “Buy Nothing Day” holiday event on 
Saturday, December 7, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Meet-
ing House, located at 8 North Manheim Boulevard in 
New Paltz.

Tired of Black Friday? The commercialization of 
the holidays? Low on cash for gifts this year? Don’t 
want to be part of the holiday shopping scene? Say 
“no” to shopping and “yes” to recycling and shar-
ing. This holiday “sale” is free. Gift-wrapping and re-
freshments will be provided. 

The community is invited to donate new or like-
new, giftable items (household goods, clothing, 
books, toys -- all in good condition) on Friday, De-
cember 6 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Meeting House.

For additional information, contact Patty Salone 
at (845) 701-1380. 

Vendor fair and cookie walk

The New Paltz Playschool will be holding a vendor 
fair and cookie walk on Thursday, December 5 from 
6 to 8:30 p.m. at the New Paltz United Methodist 
Church on Grove Street. There will be lots of vendors 
for holiday shopping, as well as cookies for purchase 
by the pound. There is no admission fee. For more 
information, call 255-2203.

Learning to have climate smart 
holidays

It might be a white Christmas this year, but we 
can still keep it green with climate smart holidays. 
Find out how on Tuesday, December 3 from 5 to 7 
p.m. at Unison Arts and Learning Center where New 
Paltz Climate Smart will be sponsoring its monthly 
meetup. 

The topic this month is “Climate Smart Holidays” 
and will feature a sharing of ideas for “green” gifts, 
climate smart entertaining, alternatives to non-re-
cyclable packaging materials and wrapping paper 
and how to buy travel off sets. Participants can learn 
about “Buy Nothing Day” and socialize with other 
“green” minded folks. 

This will be a potluck gathering. The event is free 
and open to the public. For more information, con-
tact Janelle Peotter, Climate Smart coordinator, at 
920-883-1788. Unison Arts and Learning Center is lo-
cated at 68 Mountain Rest Road in New Paltz. 

Holiday craft  fair with the De Facto 
Community Center Project

The De Facto Community Center Project will hold 
its annual holiday craft fair this Saturday, November 
30 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the New Paltz Commu-

New Paltz Historical Society December 4 
Presentation: Christmas in Colonial America   

J
UST IN TIME for the holiday season, the New Paltz Historical Society welcomes Reynolds 
Scott-Childress for an enlightening presentation on Colonial Christmas celebrations and 
how they evolved into the traditions we know now on Wednesday, December 4, 7 p.m., 
at the New Paltz Community Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive in New Paltz. The title of 

his talk, “Cross-Dressing, Misrule and Mayhem: Christmas Before Santa in Colonial America," will 
paint a diff erent picture of how the season was celebrated in those days of yore.

Our Puritan forebears did not like Christmas celebrations.  They feared that the anarchic drink-
ing and lewd celebrations of the season by agricultural laborers, craft workers and servants would 
spoil their dreams of perfecting the “City on a Hill.”

This talk will explore the topsy-turvy Christmas practices of cross-dressing, public fornication 
and particularly wassailing -- songs through which the revelers presented their wealthy neighbors 
a yuletide choice: provide the best wine of their cellars, the whitest bread of their kitchens, the 
fi nest clothes of their closets for the merrymakers or face the consequences of smashed windows, 
stolen livestock and burned barns.  The talk will also explore how these practices evolved in the 
early 1800s into the domestic celebration of Christmas we know now.  

This event is free and open to the public, and refreshments will be served.

The New Paltz Historical Society will present  a program about Colonial Christmas celebrations and 
how they evolved into the traditions we know now on Wednesday, December 4.

nity Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive in New Paltz.
The event will feature work by local artists, arti-

sans and crafters and free food.
Some of the featured artists include: De Facto 

Community Center Project -- upcycled handmade 
crafted items including books, bags, magnets, orna-
ments, wall hangings, jewelry, rag boas and more; 
Theodore Schikowitz -- sacred geometry- inspired 
sculpture made from wood and up-cycled card-
board; Kim Ellis -- books; Leesh Stychek -- hand-
made chain mail accessories and more; Get Stoned 
Wire Arts -- wire and stone jewelry; Erik the Reptile 
Guy -- educational magazine, e-book, biodegradable 
toys, and animal shows; The Golden Web -- a vari-
ety of hand-crafted jewelry and home decorations; 
Hannah Scarpati -- knit and crocheted baby blan-
kets, baby hats, ear warmers, scarves, soap savers, 
towel holders and more; Cliff hound -- dog leashes, 
toys and collars from re-purposed donated climb-
ing ropes; Charlotte Carr Vintage Crafts of New Paltz 
-- embroidered items, towels, aprons, baby clothes, 
bibs, Christmas ornaments, quilts; Y2B -- Unique cro-
cheted Items, yarn dreamcatchers and yarned candy 
canes; Aladin’s Treasures -- soaps, vegan soaps, bath 
bombs, candles, body scrubs, lotions, gift baskets 
and more; Nuts for the Rainforest -- locally designed 
jewelry that is carved in Ecuador at a family-run co-
operative using a nut called tagua, or vegetable ivo-
ry, which comes from the rainforest and promotes 
conservation in the region.

For additional information, visit https://www.
facebook.com/groups/837999359555714/.

Gardiner Library book club meeting

The Gardiner Library Book Club will meet on 
Wednesday, December 4 from 3 to 4 p.m. to discuss 
Rising Out of Hatred by Eli Saslow. This Pulitzer Prize-
winning reporter tells the powerful story of how a 
prominent white supremacist changed his heart and 
mind.

The book club meets in the library community 
room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

Dinnerstein and Samlal Indian 
music concert at Elting Library

The Music of India, featuring Noe Dinnerstein 
and Roshni Samlal, will be performed this Sunday, 
December 1, 4 p.m., in the Steinberg Reading Room 
of the Elting Memorial Library, located at 93 Main 
Street in New Paltz.

Dinnerstein is an ethnomusicologist with a back-
ground in the music of India, Tibet, Ladakh and Ire-
land. He has been a professional sitar player for the 
past 40 years, as well as being profi cient in voice, 
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fl ute, guitar and other assorted ethnic instruments. 
Samlal is a New York–based tabla player originat-

ing from Trinidad in the West Indies. She was initi-
ated into Indian classical music at the age of fi ve, 
studying both vocal performance and tabla with 
theorist and composer Professor H.S. Adesh.

This event is free and open to the public.

The Friends of the Sojourner Truth 
Library to host used book and 
media sale 

The Friends of the Sojourner Truth Library at 
SUNY New Paltz will host a used book and media 
sale in the library on December 4-8. The sale is open 
to the public. 

Thousands of quality books, DVDs, CDs, vinyl LPs, 
books on CD and video games for all ages and tastes 
will be on off er, with pricing: $3 for hardbacks, $2 
for large-format paperbacks and $1 for pocket paper-
backs, children’s books and most media. SUNY New 
Paltz students receive a 50% discount on all prices. 
Beginning December 5, prices are likely to go down 
for all, so buyers are encouraged to come more than 
once. 

 All proceeds from the sale and from members’ do-
nations help build the collections of The Sojourner 
Truth Library. Membership information is available 
at the sale or online at library.newpaltz.edu/friends. 

For more information, contact Thomas Olsen (ol-
sent@newpaltz.edu).

Free Reiki at Gardiner Library

The next Gardiner Library free monthly Reiki ses-
sion will be held this Sunday, December 1 from noon 
to 2 p.m. Members of the Hudson Valley Community 
(HVC) Reiki group will off er 20-minute individual 
Reiki sessions, free of charge, on a fi rst-come fi rst-
served basis. 

The Reiki will be off ered in the library community 
room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further 
information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerli-
brary.org.

HHS awarded grant from the New 
York State Council on the Arts

Historic Huguenot Street (HHS) has been awarded 
a $20,000 New York State Council on the Arts (NYS-
CA) Implementation Grant for 2020 with the sup-
port of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature. NYSCA grants support the 
transformative impact of the performing, literary, 
visual and media arts in New York State. 

The grant will be used to off er thought-provoking, 
accessible, educational programs that encourage 
people to refl ect, learn and engage in dialogue re-
lated to women’s rights and history. This includes 
lectures, a book club, partnerships, a new school 
program, exhibits and an immersive theater experi-
ence. The programs will be implemented in 2020 in 
honor of the national centennial of votes for women. 

“In celebration of the National Centennial of Wom-
en’s Suff rage, Historic Huguenot Street is looking 
forward to engaging the community with diverse in-
novative and interactive programming,” said Kara 
Augustine, Director of Public Programming. Programs 
include artistic and innovative interpretations of local 
women’s history as well as educational sessions that 
address current issues related to women’s rights. 

The feature program is the Immersive Theater 
Program called “Pathway to the Ballot Box,” copro-
duced by Clock Jack Productions. It will focus on 
the history of the historical female fi gures who lived 
on and around Historic Huguenot Street. It com-
bines art, history and the humanities in a way that is 
unique for the Hudson Valley. HHS is working with 
PJ Griffi  th of Clock Jack Productions to assist with 
the program’s conceptualization, development and 
production.

Other major implementations include a new 
school fi eld trip program; a speaker series, featur-
ing Meredith Bergmann, Dr. Sally Roesch Wagner, 
Dr. Susan Goodier, Dr. Elsa Barkley Brown and Dr. 
Karen Pastorello; a concert highlighting the Baroque 
period; and readings by fi ve authors from the NY 
Votes for Women: A Suff rage Centennial Anthology.

There will also be four separate exhibits with se-

lections from the HHS Permanent Collection and 
Archives relating to prominent women with ties to 
Huguenot Street. 

Retired men to meet on December 2

Retired Men of the New Paltz Community invite 
retired men everywhere to the monthly breakfast 
meeting of Monday, December 2, 8 a.m., at the New 
Paltz Plaza Diner. 

Dave Mazzetti, a certifi ed fi nancial planning pro-
fessional, will present information that seniors need 
to know about wills, trusts, power of attorney, health 
care proxies and probate. 

For additional information, contact Rob Greene at 
rasjgreene@earthlink.net or 256-9003.

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public 
Access Committee and the Recreation Committee. 
Interested parties are asked to submit a letter of in-
terest and resume to the supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail assistant@
townofnewpaltz.org.

History of industry along
the Hudson on December 2 in Lloyd

At its monthly public program on Monday, Decem-
ber 2, 7 p.m., the Town of Lloyd Historical Preserva-
tion Society (TOLHPS) is sponsoring a presentation 
by Allynne Lange, Curator Emerita of the Hudson 
River Maritime Museum in Kingston. Lange will de-
scribe the history of Hudson River corridor indus-
tries from the early days of agricultural produce to 
products ranging from blue jeans to stoves -- not to 
mention nuclear energy.

A native of the Hudson Valley, Lange grew up in 
Newburgh and graduated from Russell Sage Col-
lege earning a degree in art history and education, 
with graduate work in art history and history. As a 
young woman, she volunteered at several regional 
museums before joining the staff  at the Maritime 
Museum, where she was Curator from 1995 to 2018 
when she became Curator Emerita. She also served 
briefl y as Curator at the Delaware and Hudson Canal 
Museum in High Falls and has been an active mem-

ber of the Historical Society of Newburgh Bay & the 
Highlands for nearly 25 years. Through her volun-
teer and professional roles, she has curated over 25 
exhibits on Hudson River maritime and industrial 
history and presented many illustrated lectures on 
Hudson River history. 

Vineyard Commons is located at 300 Vineyard 
Avenue in Highland. For more information about 
TOLHPS programs and plans, visit www.TOLHPS.
org, look for Town of Lloyd Historical Preservation 
Society on Facebook or call (845) 255-7742.

Holiday hours for the New Paltz 
ReUse and Recycling Center

The New Paltz ReUse and Recycling Center on 
Clearwater Road will be closing on Wednesday, No-
vember 27 at 5 p.m. (gates closed at 4:45 p.m.) and 
re-opening Tuesday, December 3 in observance of 
the Thanksgiving weekend.

Coping with suicide loss

A support group for those who have lost a loved 
one to suicide will meet every Thursday from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. in Room 3 of the educational building at the 
New Paltz Reformed Church, located at 92 Huguenot 
Street. The facilitator will be Carol Sutcliff e, LCSW.

For additional information, call 339-9090, exten-
sion  2207 or 2211.

Community holistic wellness day

The Town of New Paltz Offi  ce for Community 
Wellness will hold a practitioner meet and greet on 
Friday, December 6 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the New 
Paltz Community Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive 
in New Paltz.

Participants will have the opportunity to connect 
with the practitioners who are donating their time 
to support wellness within the community. Light re-
freshments will be served.

New Paltz Board of Education
to hold special meetings 

The New Paltz Central School District Board of 
Education has called  special meetings of the Board 
for Monday, December 2, Thursday, December 5 and 
Monday, December 9. All three meetings will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. in the district offi  ce conference room.

Thanksgiving

THE BAKERY
See all the Halloween Pumpkins at

www.ilovethebakery.com
13A N. FRONT ST., NEW PALTZ

255-8840

Open until noon on Thanksgiving Day.

• Pumpkin Pie

• Apple Pie

• Pecan Pie

• Cherry Pie

• Pumpkin Cheesecake

• Apple Dumplings

• Cookie Platters

• Pumpkin Nut Bread

• Dinner Rolls

• Butternut Squash Bisque

• Oven Roasted Brussel  
 Sprouts

• Wild Mushroom Stuffing

• Roasted Sweet Potatoes

• Homemade Turkey Gravy

• Sesame String Beans

• Sourdough Bread

• Six Grain Bread
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ARIANA BASCO

A handful of local veterans were present at last week’s Village Board meeting to hear the resolution 
passed by the board in support of Veteran Suicide Awareness and Remembrance (SAR) Day and see 
Kevin Hertell present a SAR flag to Mayor Tim Roger. (L-R): New Paltz Village Board member William 
Wheeler-Murray, New Paltz Village Board member Michele Zipp, AJ Hasbrouck, Andy Finnigan, Ken 
Zipp, Kevin Hertell, Warren Heller, New Paltz Village Board member Alexandria Wojcik and Mayor Tim 
Rogers.

"It's not a scam"

Community choice aggregation, an unwieldy mouth-
ful that means New Paltz residents will save money by 
negotiating their electricity price collectively unless 
they opt out of the program, just hit the mainstream. 
After months of newspaper coverage, discussion at 
board meetings and public meetings on the process, 
residents have been sent letters and many of them are 
asking why they've never heard about this before.

"It's not a scam," said Neil Bettez, speaking at the 
New Paltz Town Board meeting November 21. The 
town supervisor had been fi elding questions in re-
sponse to the letters sent out through one of the 
third-party organizations involved, thanks to the 
complexity of the empowering state law. Under the 
new local rules, doing nothing will mean lower bills 
for electricity coming from renewable sources, but 
the look or wording of the letter made some resi-
dents suspicious. There's also been a large mailing 
on behalf of Cleanchoice Energy, encouraging recipi-
ents to sign up with that company for green energy 
at markedly higher rates. Signing a contract with an 
energy service company would trump the default 
plan laid out in this law, and the timing of that mail-
ing makes communication more diffi  cult.

Village trustees have heard similar feedback and 
have decided to redouble their communication ef-
forts. Look for a newsletter featuring items of inter-
est in the next village water bill.

-- Terence P Ward

Pilot program for shared parking

Last month, the New Paltz Village Board held a spe-
cial public meeting dedicated to talk about parking. 
One idea that was fl oated came from The Bakery’s 
owner David Santner. He suggested the Village Board 
fi nd properties in prime locations where parking could 
be shared. Subsequently, the mayor reached out to 
Goodwill Church, located at 16 North Chestnut Street.

As a result, the village and Goodwill Church have 
agreed to work together on a pilot program to be ad-

Honoring all of the fallen

I
T'S ESTIMATED THAT 20 military veterans commit suicide every day, and Village of New Paltz  
trustees have spoken in support of recognizing and committing resources to addressing the 
problem. They heard from Kevin Hertell, creator of the "suicide awareness and remembrance" 
(SAR) fl ag, about how frustrated he's been with the lack of media coverage, memorials and 

money to deal with the factors contributing to this high rate of suicide among veterans.
The SAR fl ag is evocative of the one commemorating prisoners of war, and the fi gure in profi le on 

it is intended to be paying homage to that fl ag. The veteran's profi le is framed by a gold star, symbol 
of families who have lost someone to death due to military service, on a black background to repre-
sent mourning. Other elements call for support of the individual before it's too late and the number 
of veterans who die by their own hand.

While veterans are often eligible for health care, it's often limited to care for conditions that have been 
proven to be service related. That's why protracted legal battles have been waged to secure care for 
certain Vietnam and Persian Gulf combat veterans, because the burden of proof lies with the soldier.

A handful of local veterans were present at last week’s Village Board meeting to hear the resolu-
tion passed by the board in support of Veteran Suicide Awareness and Remembrance Day and see 
Hertell present a fl ag to Mayor Tim Rogers, and when asked, roughly half of them had seen former 
comrades commit that most fi nal of acts. The fl ag's designer also brought photographs and stories 
from family members touched by suicide. His goals include having the SAR fl ag recognized as the 
POW one is, at the federal level, and to get help to veterans before it's too late.

-- Terence P Ward

ministered by the village clerk’s offi  ce. The church 
will make two of its parking spots available during 
its off  hours.

A permit will cost $90 for six months ($15 per 
month). One may purchase a permit from the village 
clerk’s offi  ce to park in the church’s off -street lot at 16 
North Chestnut Street. The permit holder may park 
in one of two specifi cally designated spots anytime 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. The permit holder may not park in 
the spot during other times.

The church is making these two spots available to 
support community parking needs. The village will 
retain proceeds for its administration of the permits.

The village currently sells 54 other parking per-
mits to park at Village Hall or in the Plattekill Avenue 
parking lot. There are three permits that have not 
been sold to park at the Village Hall property. Any-
one interested in one of these Village Hall or church 
parking permits should call the village clerk’s offi  ce 
at (845) 255-0130 or stop by 25 Plattekill Avenue.

SUNY New Paltz appoints new dean 
of education

SUNY New Paltz has appointed René Antrop-
González of Metropolitan State University in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, as dean of the School of Education, 
eff ective June 15, 2020.

As the chief academic and administrative offi  cer of 
the School of Education, Antrop-González will men-
tor and support department chairs, evaluate and de-
velop faculty and recruit new faculty, support and 
initiate regional partnerships and coordinate with 
faculty to promote innovative programs responsive 
to the needs of the region. He will also manage the 
School’s budget and engage in external fundraising, 
oversee accreditation procedures and implement 

SUNY and State Education Department policies.
Michael Rosenberg recently announced his plans 

to end his service as dean of the School of Education 
and will return to the faculty as professor of special 
education in the Department of Teaching and Learn-
ing in fall 2020.

Sprinkler law hearing set

New Paltz Village Board members set a public 
hearing on a law to require sprinkler systems in 
homes. The law would mandate them in new con-
struction and in existing buildings when they have 
signifi cant renovations. At the table, Mayor Tim Rog-
ers expressed concern about potentially requiring 
all rental properties be retrofi tted with this life-sav-
ing technology; trustee William Wheeler-Murray, a 
fi refi ghter himself, supports that outcome. However, 
Rogers confi rmed later that the law being consid-
ered does not have language requiring such retrofi ts.

-- Terence P Ward

$13 an hour

The paramedics in New Paltz Rescue Squad am-
bulances earn $13 an hour. That’s according to the 
squad’s chief, Matthew Goodnow, who was pitching 
the idea of making emergency medical support into 
an essential service to New Paltz village trustees last 
week. Police, fi re and municipal garbage pickup are 
essential services, but ambulance is not. That’s why 
the rescue squad pitch this year hit the town budget 
hard; Goodnow wanted $110,000 more but only got 
$70,000 of that. He’s asking for help convincing state 
legislators to similarly fund this important service.

-- Terence P Ward
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Solar fi eld
(Continued from page 1) 

projected 4.6 megawatts of power.
Residents off ered their own guidance. John Got-

to, while supportive, questioned the need to try to 
comply with this year-end deadline; he expressed 
confi dence that further incentives would be made 

Day care shut down
(Continued from page 1) 

the many players. The center is run by a nonprofi t 
board, in a town-owned building on school district 
land. There can’t legally be an arrangement directly 
between the nonprofi t and the school district, and if 

the town owns the building, Bettez was counseled, 
then the maintenance obligations can’t be shifted 
onto the nonprofi t board members instead. “We 
don’t have a lot of options,” he said, describing this 
closure as his worst failure in offi  ce.

Marty Irwin didn’t see it as all that bad. The pur-
pose of the center was to provide daycare when 
there was none to be had, but now there are many 
options. Bettez, father of young children, disagreed, 
saying that daycare is a stressful issue for parents 
even when it’s planned, and an unexpected closure 
is a heavy burden on those parents.

Board members reluctantly agreed that with the 
building on its last legs and no money to fi x it per-
manently, it wouldn’t be safe to allow children to be 
cared for under that leaky roof any longer. ++

‘Dan Torres Law’
(Continued from page 1) 

available. That deadline is to receive tax breaks and 
incentives through state programs set to expire at 
that time. David Lent noted that a great deal many 
more trees grow in New Paltz now than did 80 years 
ago, and also wanted to make sure the Ulster County 
Resource Recovery Agency offi  cials gave their ap-
proval, which in fact they have.

Town council members performed an environ-
mental review on signing a lease with Sol Systems 
leaders, but this project will still be subject to Plan-
ning Board review. ++

“We don’t have a lot of 
options,” Neil Bettez said, 

describing this closure as his 
worst failure in offi  ce.

LAUREN THOMAS

The town is looking to use part of the capped former New Paltz landfill on Clearwater Road for a 5-megawatt solar 
energy installation.

Executive Dan Torres, who’s also a New Paltz town 
councilman.

According to the wording of the law, sponsored by 
legislators Ken Ronk of Shawangunk and Joe Malo-
ney of Saugerties, the “Ulster County Legislature be-
lieves that prohibiting appointees of county elected 
offi  cials from holding any such elective public offi  ces 
would directly protect Ulster County residents by 
ensuring Ulster County departments and agencies 
operate to advance fi rst the best interests of Ulster 
County to the exclusion of the interests of other local 
governmental entities.”

In his veto message, Ryan said he’s committed to 
working on ethics and process issues, but that this 
piece of legislation wasn’t the right way to do it.

“As an eff ort to improve public policy, this legisla-
tion falls disappointingly short,” Ryan wrote. “While 
veiled as a confl ict resolution measure, the rich irony 
of the resolution’s primary author being a similarly 
placed appointee of a statewide offi  cial in the state 
Assembly while holding elected public offi  ce cannot 
be ignored. … Moreover, under our County Charter, 
this resolution stands as an overreach by the reso-
lution’s authors to the unfettered authority of the 
executive and other countywide offi  cials to appoint 
the best and brightest candidates as they see fi t. … I 
remain committed to engaging with the Legislature 
to develop and adhere to policies that increase the 
public’s faith in government and which all our con-
stituents can view as a model of good governance. As 
for the measure at issue, setting a diff erent standard 
for the author than for others in public service does 
not withstand scrutiny.”

While Ronk himself works in an appointed posi-
tion as the Mid-Hudson regional director of Assem-
bly Minority Leader Brian Kolb, he said in October 
when the law was fi rst proposed that comparing his 
potential confl ict of interest with Torres’ situation 
was like “comparing apples and oranges,” as the law 
would apply only to non-union appointed offi  cials. 
Also exempted are those serving on fi re, school and 
library district boards, as well as those serving in un-
paid positions.

“Important decisions are made at the county lev-

el, especially in the county executive’s offi  ce,” Ronk 
said last month. “Budgetary decisions and policy 
decisions that have a direct eff ect on the towns and 
could have a direct eff ect on the Town of New Paltz, 
either positive or negative. There’s no way for the 
general public to know that when a decision aff ect-
ing the town of New Paltz is made that Mr. Torres is 
removing himself from the discussion points.”

In the wake of Ryan’s expected veto, the legislature 
could override it with a two-thirds majority. Specu-
lating in advance that it might get vetoed, Ronk said 
last week that he would “absolutely” move for an 
override.

Benjamin does not approve
The law was blasted last week by Gerry Benjamin, 

longtime SUNY New Paltz professor and dean and 
current director of the eponymous Benjamin Cen-
ter, as well as the primary mover behind the current 
county charter.

Speaking on Hillary Harvey’s “The Source” show 
on Radio Kingston on November 15, Benjamin said: 
“Government service attracts people who are inter-
ested in government; diminishing the pool of poten-
tial elected offi  cials by excluding these people from 
offi  ce at a time when there is increasing skepticism 
about such service seems unwise. In many New 
York counties, the structure of government requires 
county elected offi  cials to hold elected positions in 
two governments: town supervisor and member of 
the county board of supervisors. By implication, this 
is an endorsement of the practice in state law — or at 
least acknowledgement that it is not presumptively 

one that creates a confl ict of interest.”
“I was uncomfortable voting yes for it,” said legis-

lature Majority Leader John Heppner, D-Woodstock, 
who voted no. “There were a lot of good points 
made, but it seemed to me an abrupt resolution. ... I 
shared concerns of the politics surrounding this, the 
history surrounding this.”

“I don’t see any constituents coming asking us to 
do this restriction, as has been noted by one of the 
speakers, we have many members of this body that 
serve at multiple levels of government and we seem 
to make that work,” said Legislator Kathy Nolan, 
D-Shandaken, who also voted no. “I come from a 
large rural district and we often have trouble fi nding 
people to come forward [for positions]. A law like 
this would not help us. [We should not] fi x some-
thing that is not a problem. If we were to do this, we 
should do it in a more careful way.”

Legislator Lynn Eckert, D-Kingston, hailed Ryan’s 
veto and blasted outgoing Legislator Hector Rodri-
guez, D-New Paltz, for not recusing himself. Torres 
played a part in the investigation of sexual harass-
ment allegations against Rodriguez, for which the 
legislature last week censured Rodriguez.

“In passing this ill-considered law, the legislature 
looks like it’s engaged in the petty politics of person-
al vendetta rather than good government,” said Eck-
ert. “The deciding vote on this piece of legislation 
was cast by someone who was in a position to retali-
ate against this employee. That employee had been 
instrumental in bringing to light sexual harassment 
allegations against this particular legislator. Under 
the circumstances, Legislator Rodriguez should have 
recused himself from the vote.”

Maloney said the law was a prime example of good 
government: “I’m going to be a yes on this, and I 
would’ve been a yes on this no matter who was in 
any position.” ++

 

“In passing this
ill-considered law, the 

legislature looks like it’s 
engaged in the petty politics 
of personal vendetta rather 

than good government,” 
said Lynn Eckert.

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528
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Choose your winter
(Continued from page 1) 

But this time of year, with winter coming on, is 
when the grownups who pay the utility bills start 
thinking more seriously about the costs -- to the wal-
let as well as the planet -- of keeping warm. So in 
2016, the same coalition of environmentally con-
scious community groups decided to start up a new 
event called the Welcome Winter Expo, designed 
to share information about ways to stay cozy with-
out burning jet fuel and heading south. As with its 
springtime counterpart, the learning is leavened 
with hands-on fun -- this year including getting your 
hands on some scaly visitors from the tropics.

The Parish Hall at St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
Church provides a sheltered indoor space for the 
Welcome Winter Expo, which had its third outing on 
Thursday evening, November 21. “It’s a positive and 
practical event that works on many levels,” said Seth 
McKee, who does land preservation work for the 
environmental group Scenic Hudson when he isn’t 
volunteering his time organizing such community 
celebrations for Interfaith Earth Action. “People can 
learn about energy-saving tips, how to save money, 
how to stay warm in winter.”

The fi rst display to greet the visitor’s eye upon 
entering the hall was a wooden rack festooned with 
clothing and signs. “Hang your wet clothes on a dry-
ing rack,” they urged, going on to list the advantages 
of doing so, especially in winter: “Adds moisture to 
your home. No need for a dryer (biggest user of fossil 
fuels in your home). Saves money and our planet.”

Elsewhere around the room were similar sugges-
tions, interspersed with vendor booths where visitors 
could learn about their options for putting up a roof-
top solar collector or purchasing sustainably generated 
electricity or tightening their home’s thermal envelope. 
At one table, you could fi nd sewing patterns for mak-
ing your own insulated windowshades. At another, you 

could get an introductory lesson in knitting, or try your 
hand at making a worn-out tee shirt into a reusable bag 
-- no sewing required. “We did it for the fi rst time last 
year, in anticipation of the Bring Your Own Bag Act,” 
said Holly Shader of the Climate Action Coalition, not-
ing that there had been an upsurge of interest now that 
the county regulation has been passed. “People are 
surprised at how little time it takes.”

Recycling and repurposing, especially with gift-
giving season upon us, was a popular theme at many 
exhibits. At adjoining tables staff ed by representa-
tives of the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agen-
cy and the Town of New Paltz Recycling Center, you 
could see samples of gift tags made by cutting up last 
year’s greeting cards, as well as presents wrapped 
in reusable bags, baskets or fabric scraps, instead of 
store-bought giftwrap. Signs suggested other ways to 
avoid purchasing single-use paper products, such as 
asking party guests to bring their own plates (and re-
using them to take home leftovers).

Other displays were geared toward promoting 
environmental activism: recruiting volunteers for 
New Paltz Climate Smart, or to sign a petition oppos-
ing the proposed Danskammer Fracked Gas Power 
Plant. The American Red Cross of the Mid-Hudson 

LAUREN THOMAS

Local educator Erik Callender of Erik’s Reptile Adventures, shows off  some of his rescued pets at the Welcome Winter 
Expo in New Paltz last week.

Valley was also collecting names -- in this case to 
request free installation of a home smoke alarm. If 
you’d like to schedule one for your own place, con-
tact the Home Fire Campaign at (845) 249-4228 or 
preparedness.eny@redcross.org.

Several CSA farms were on hand, signing up mem-
bers for the 2020 season, and a couple of them still 
had fresh produce to sell -- mainly root vegetables 
and squashes -- along with tips on how to store them 
well into the winter. Ready-to-eat healthy snacks 
were available at the hall’s kitchen counter, while 
live music was performed on the auditorium stage by 
Andrew Datton and the Tree-Huggers. Two adorable 
youngsters named Talia and Jonah took turns recit-
ing from a list of “Ways We Can Reduce Our Carbon 
Footprint.” And Village mayor Tim Rogers got up on-
stage to give a brief pitch for the Community Choice 
Aggregation initiative that New Paltz is currently con-
sidering, which would invite green energy producers 
to compete to supply local residents and businesses 
with cheaper, sustainably sourced electric power.

When it came to entertainment, though, no one 
could compete with Erik Callender the Reptile Guy, 
who enthralled kids and grownups alike with his live 
menagerie. Children were instructed to stamp their 
feet and call on the animal by name to wake up each 
time he introduced a new creature. A juvenile alli-
gator named Otis, a tegu lizard named Oreo and a 
tortoise named Quinoa were let loose to amble be-
fore the crowd. Kids lined up shoulder-to-shoulder 
to share the weight of a nine-foot albino Burmese 
python named Twinkie. They took turns trying on a 
pith helmet with two enormous Madagascar hissing 
cockroaches perched upon it.

All were invited to high-fi ve a dumpy tree frog from 
Australia; but for the privilege of kissing it, 12-year-
old Aivyn Hemminger had to recite a pledge to use 
Earth-friendly things. Was she disappointed that the 
amphibian didn’t turn into a prince? “A little,” Aivyn 
confessed. Callender, whose animal collection con-
sists entirely of rescues, peppered his lively informa-
tional presentation with exhortations to help protect 
endangered species. He discouraged his audience 
from supporting the exotic reptile trade by leading 
them in a chant: “I promise to read 21 books about 
my pets before I get some.”

If the Welcome Winter Expo is going to be this 
much fun, next year its organizers might need to 
think about charging admission. ++

Cruise & Travel Show
At Novella’s Banquet Hall

Thurs., December 12 
5:30 - 7:30pm

GROUP SPACE 2020
Ireland for St. Patrick’s Week,  

March, from $2,549*
Switzerland & Germany, August, from 

$3,999* (With Oberammergau)
Scotland “Golf & Scotch”, September

Italy—November, from $1,999*
*Land Only (person/double)

Bahamas  for Spring Break  
5 Nights, from $522**

Bermuda  for Spring Break  
4 Nights, from $495**

Bermuda  for Spring Break  
7 Nights, from $949**

 
, from $1,511**

Portugal & Spain, Ponant Small Ship 
Cruising, from $3,240**

Canada & New England ,  
from $849**

** Cruise Only (per person/double)

Space is Limited; 
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KKRAUS@CruisePlanners.com 
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Performing A Cabaret of Holiday Tunes  
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GARDINER  | PLACE

by Erin Quinn

M
AJESTIC’S HARDWARE, A cornerstone 
of Gardiner’s charmed hamlet, has one 
leg steeped in the past and one leg point-
ed fi rmly towards the future. Owned 

and operated by the Majestic family since 1947, the 
local hardware store has been sold to Michael Ciavo-
lino, a Long Island transplant who could not pass up 
the opportunity he saw with this 2,700-square-foot 
building built circa 1930. “It’s got this great vintage 
look and old-school feel,” said Ciavolino, pointing 
to the original Benjamin Moore sign from 1961 that 
hangs off  one of the two red barns in the back of the 
store.

Being in the retail business for years, Ciavolino 
wanted to make sure that the hardware store could 
be a “one-stop shop” for homeowners in Gardiner. 
“There are 1,700 houses in Gardiner, and we’re the 
only store,” he said. “So, I put in a Benjamin Moore 
paint department, added basic household items like 
kitchenware, textiles, cleaning products…” You can 
get Meyers cleaning goods, laundry detergent, an 
oven mitt or a coff eemaker while picking up paint 
or screws or lumber or fuel. “I grew up going to the 
hardware store on the weekend with my Dad. It was 
like an event,” he recalled. “They had everything 
there, and it was where people congregated. That’s 
what I wanted to create here: a real neighborhood 
store, but with the same convenience as Amazon.” 
To that end, Majestic’s Hardware will now deliver 
any order costing $25 and up to your front door the 
next day. “If you order it on a Thursday, we’ll have it 
to you on a Friday,” said the new owner. “We have 
a 400,000-square-foot warehouse in Montgomery 
where we can store things that we can’t fi t here. So, 

we’re a brick-and-tech operation. We’re blending the 
two.”

If there’s a certain grill that you want or a snowblow-
er that you need that Majestic’s Hardware carries, but 
is not stocked in the store located at the intersection of 
Dusinberre Road and Main Street in Gardiner, you can 
order it from the website and they will have it delivered 
to the shop or to your home. “We also do wholesale, so 
there are three sides to our business,” he explained, 
noting that the store is part of a cooperative called Do 
It Best, which supplies 3,200 stores, similar to an Ace 
or TrueValue cooperative.

What Ciavolino is also focused on is making the at-
mosphere in the store inviting. “We want to be part 
of the community and give back to the community 
-- or else what are you doing this for?” He instituted 
a $1 coff ee counter where people can get a free mug 
and a cup of coff ee when they come in, as well as 
a fi ve-gallon bucket sale “where you fi t as much as 
you can into the bucket and you get 20 percent off  

One-stop shop
Majestic’s Hardware spruces up under new ownership

everything,” he said. They’re having a Black Friday 
event and provide one percent of their sales to Helping 
Hands, a local food pantry, every month. “We already 
donated all of the turkeys for Thanksgiving and for 
Christmas, because that’s the type of store we want to 
be,” he said. “I believe that you need to have a sense of 
social responsibility when you’re in business.”

Knowing that Gardiner is also a magnet for week-
enders and campground enthusiasts, the store sells 
$9.99 20-gallon propane tanks for campers and bar-
becuers, as well as wood pellets for outdoor and in-
door pellet stoves, kerosene, animal feed, salt-and-
sand mix and a large selection of Stihl chainsaws. 
“We sell a ton of those!” he said. All of the fuel and 
feed are in the back barns, and upstairs in the main 
store they have their plumbing, heating and electric 
supplies.

If you’re having diffi  culty choosing a color for your 

new bathroom or renovated basement, you can go 
to Majestic’s Hardware for “free-pint Friday,” where 
you can get a free can of paint and see how it looks 
once it’s splashed on the wall. “Instead of people 
buying gallons of paint and getting stuck with a color 
they hate, we just give them a pint on Friday, and 
then they can really see if this is the color they want 
to invest in,” he said.

What’s old is new and what’s new is old at Majes-
tic’s Hardware. The doors are open and the coff ee 
is hot, and Ciavolino wants to live by his new store 
motto: “Majestic’s Hardware is Good for the Soul.” 
You can call (845) 255-5494 or go to www.majestich-
ardware.com to learn more -- or stop in and intro-
duce yourself. ++ 

 “That’s what I wanted 
to create here: a real 

neighborhood store, but 
with the same convenience 

as Amazon,” said Michael 
Ciavolino. To that end, 

Majestic’s Hardware will now 
deliver any order costing $25 

and up to your front door
the next day.

LAUREN THOMAS

Michael Ciavolino is the new owner of Majestic’s Hardware in Gardiner.
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NEW PALTZ  | PEOPLE

by Frances Marion Platt

R
EGULAR READERS OF the New Paltz Times 
may recognize Nancy Owen’s name as the 
advisor to the Drama Club and director of 
the fall-semester play and spring musical 

at New Paltz High School. Families in the congrega-
tion of the New Paltz Reformed Church know her as 
the longtime director of education there, running 
the Huguenot Street Cooperative Nursery School, 
Kids Kare and other programs held in the church’s 
Wullschleger Education Building. Lifelong interests 
in theater, music and education have taken Owen on 
many an adventure, most recently to teach theater 
skills to AIDS orphans in Uganda.

Owen’s journey began in Snyder, a hamlet of 
the Buff alo suburb of Amherst, where she was the 
youngest of fi ve children. “We used to do neighbor-
hood plays,” she recalls. But her early interest in a 
theater career “kind of went underground” in eighth 
grade, when a guidance counselor ruthlessly told 
her, “You have to have talent to do that.”

So young Nancy Shepherd decided to major in 
voice at Jacksonville University in Florida. “But then 
I took a theater course, for presentation.” So well 
did it click that the school off ered her a scholarship if 
she would switch majors. She ended up with a teach-
ing degree as well as a BFA in Theater Arts.

Her fi rst real-world stage experience was with 
the Jacksonville Repertory Theater the summer af-
ter graduation. Then she moved in with her sister 
in Connecticut and found acting gigs with the Sher-
man Playhouse, including a “bus-and-truck” tour of 
Funny Girl. Edging closer to her eventual home in 
the Hudson Valley, she worked with the Cecilwood 
Theatre in Fishkill, and in 1976 she relocated to New 
Paltz, where her brother had stayed on after gradu-
ating from SUNY. Nancy got involved with the col-
lege’s summer rep program, creating costumes and 

quickly becoming assistant musical director. She 
took graduate courses in education as well, keeping 
her teacher certifi cation fresh.

Nancy got married during this period and went 
to work as a music teacher for the Kingston school 
district. She took a maternity leave in 1982 when 
her daughter, Kate Weston, was born, and didn’t 
go back except to organize a spring concert. It was 
around this time that she got involved with the Re-
formed Church education programs and the nursery 
school. Her son Craig Weston was born in 1985, but 
her fi rst marriage didn’t last much beyond that. As a 
single mother with two small children in tow, Nancy 
learned to piece together a fulfi lling career out of 
many part-time and seasonal commitments.

For three decades she taught theater for Amadeo 
Productions, an organization of adult actors who put 
on assembly programs for schoolchildren. Among 
her most rewarding experiences, she says, were the 
fi ve+ years she spent teaching creative writing and 
theater to inmates at the Eastern Correctional Facil-
ity in Napanoch. It began with a group of women 
writers going into the prison to conduct a monthly 
comedy improv night, and led to a more structured 
ongoing arts rehabilitation program. With the in-
mates, Nancy mounted productions of 12 Angry Men 
and The Boys Next Door, although at fi rst, she says, it 
was “hard to break through. I fi nally got them to do 
a musical – a shorter version of Guys and Dolls. They 
were amazing.”  Once the convicts embraced the 
idea of doing theater, there was no stopping them. 
Her writing students collaborated on a play about a 
traumatic event that had actually happened to them: 
A diverse group of inmates had worked together to 
paint a huge mural, only to have it abruptly and ar-
bitrarily whitewashed by prison offi  cials. The collab-
orative artwork was preserved in memory in anoth-
er form, onstage, with colored lights projected on a 
scrim to depict the mural. The play’s performance 

drew an audience of 75 and was followed by a panel 
discussion.

Correctional offi  cials from the Sing Sing Theater 
Program off ered to buy the rights to the play and 
“shop it around,” on the condition that the authors 
liven up the action by adding some scenes of vio-
lence. The Eastern inmates declined, she explains 
with pride, because the fact that the mural had been 
created peaceably, by people from a variety of eth-
nic cliques among the prison population, was the 
whole point of the story. To this day she still hears 
from some of her former charges at the prison, many 
of whom still do theater. One gave her a picture he’d 
drawn, inscribed, “To the fi rst white person I’ve ever 
loved.”

Nancy remarried in 1991, to Vic Owen, an educa-
tor at BOCES Vo-Tech in Port Ewen. Their son Sam 
was born the following year. She then spent six years 
caring for her mother, who had Alzheimer’s disease, 
and shortly thereafter, while Kate was attending New 
Paltz High School, began her relationship with the 
Drama Club, assisting with the annual musical on a 
volunteer basis. “I got more involved when they did 
Guys and Dolls,” she recalls. “Then I was asked to di-
rect Bye Bye Birdie.” Before long, she was directing 
the extracurricular program. Under Nancy’s leader-
ship, the Drama Club has become a magnet and a 
second family for creative kids, many of whom don’t 
feel like they fi t in socially, or aren’t interested in ath-
letic programs. “They make these wonderful friend-
ships that are so lasting,” she observes.

It hit a fi nancial rough patch in 2012/13, though, 
when the school budget was voted down and the 
club advisor’s stipend was eliminated. Work had al-
ready started during the spring semester on the fall 
production, Shades of War, a collaborative project 
that involved many of the students doing interviews 
and writing monologues over the summer. Nancy 
decided to go through with the project, regardless of 

We rise by lift ing others
Helping people rewrite their life scripts: theater educator Nancy Owen

LAUREN THOMAS

Nancy Owen greets children living in a rural village in the Jinja District in Uganda.



June 14, 2012  •  9  November 28, 2019 • 9  New Paltz Times 

whether she got paid or not. Fortunately, principal 
Barbara Clinton ironed out some union issues, and a 
group of parents got together to form the New Paltz 
Arts in the Schools Association, which raised funds 
to keep the program going. The club’s next produc-
tion is the spring musical, The Secret Garden, to be 
performed in March 2020.

Now in her mid-60s, Nancy is contemplating re-
tirement next year from her directorship of the Re-
formed Church education programs. But the con-
gregation’s recent mission trip to Uganda led her to 
apply her skills in a context unlike any she’d previ-
ously experienced. Her students were desperately 
poor children in schools in the district of Jinji, run 

by the AIDS Orphan Education Trust. Nancy and Vic 
have been sponsors for several years for a 13-year-
old girl named Cynthia Nakanda, whom she fi nally 
got to meet when the church group made an 18-day 
visit in late October and early November. “Her par-

“Theater is such a great tool. It 
can help you achieve amazing 

things,” says Nancy Owen.

ents are both dead,” Nancy says soberly. “There’s a 
whole generation of people who are gone,” due to 
the AIDS pandemic in Central Africa.

Like the vast majority of girls in Uganda, Cynthia 
wants to be a nurse when she grows up. The coun-
try’s medical infrastructure is practically nonexis-
tent, as the American mission volunteers learned 
when they assisted nurses on medical outreach trips 
to villages on sugar cane plantations. The necessity 
for triage was heartbreaking, as in the case of a man 
with an advanced case of hepatitis. “I couldn’t help 
him. I couldn’t touch him,” Nancy relates sorrow-
fully. A small boy was so badly emaciated from mal-
nutrition that his kidneys were failing, but there was 
no way to get him admitted to a hospital. “We did no 
diabetes testing because there’s no treatment avail-
able. You can’t pull medicine out of thin air.”

The highlight of her trip was working with a group 
of sixth-graders. They produced a play on the sub-
ject of problems, in which a clothesline was strung 
across the makeshift stage. “If you have a problem, 
you can hang your problem on the line, but then you 
have to take somebody else’s,” she explains. Trading 
problems helped all the characters except one: a girl 
with a broken heart. So the group set up a “buddy 
bench” where the girl could sit and wait for someone 
to sit down beside her and listen to her tale. For the 

fi nale, all the children together sang “Lean on Me,” 
which they learned very quickly. Though they don’t 
do much in the way of spontaneous make-believe 
play, according to Nancy, singing and dancing are 
among the most popular activities for Ugandan chil-
dren to do with their free time.

Will the experience help these youngsters reimag-
ine a brighter future for themselves and their ravaged 
country? “Theater is such a great tool. It can help you 
achieve amazing things,” says Nancy Owen. “I’m al-
ready planning for when I go again, in 2021.” ++

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

IRISH MUSIC NIGHT
1st & 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:30pm

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Give the Gift 
of Garvan’s!

Our Gift Certificates make the perfect gift!

BOOK NOW FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE

The Darmstadt Shelter for the Homeless, Kingston  ................  331-1395

Family’s Domestic Violence Shelter  ............................  331-7080 x127

The Family Inn Homeless Shelter, Kingston  ..........................  340-1847

People’s Place Food Pantry & Thrift Store, Kingston  ...............  338-4030

Angel Food, Home Delivered Meals for Patients  ....................  331-6538

The Saugerties Council of Churches Food Pantry  ..................  246-6885

God Given Bread Soup Kitchen & Food Pantry, Saugerties  ......  246-8322

FAMILY Food Pantry of Ellenville  .........................................  647-2443

FAMILY Food Pantry of New Paltz  .......................................  255-8801

FAMILY House Teen Shelter, Rosendale  ................................  338-5953

Reservoir Food Pantry, Shokan ...........................................  750-0791

FAMILY Food Pantry of Woodstock  ......................................  679-2485

Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, Woodstock  .................................  679-2336

Good Neighbor Food Pantry, Woodstock  ...............................  417-5535

Woodstock Area Meals on Wheels  ......................................  679-4656

Food Bank of the Hudson Valley
www.foodbankofhudsonvalley.org

534-5344

Please join Markertek in supporting these 
community organizations with much needed 

food, funds and volunteer time.

Thanksgiving is a special time 
for us at Markertek!

Feeding the hungry is our corporate mission starting back in 1992 

when we established the Markertek Fund and co-founded the 

Daily Bread Soup Kitchen in Woodstock. The Markertek Fund 

provides a generous monthly allowance all year long for each of 

the food pantries, soup kitchens and emergency shelters listed.
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Censure
(Continued from page 1) 

other resolutions at the meeting, and will be able to 
do so until his term expires on December 31.

Rodriguez was considering a run for the chair-
manship of the body when Democrats captured 
the legislature following Legislator Joe Maloney’s 
decision to cross the aisle and caucus with them. 

But that was before allegations regarding his con-
duct were publicized. In January, he removed his 
name from consideration for the position. 

On January 30, deputy mayor KT Tobin of New 
Paltz and other community leaders held a meeting 
with Rodriguez to address what were multiplying 

stories of his inappropriate interactions with wom-
en via text message and in person. Women aff ected 
were involved in political organizations such as Citi-
zen Action and in the larger political sphere of Ulster 
County. Shortly afterward, he announced in Febru-
ary that he was not seeking re-election.

Later, a county-commissioned report stated that 
an investigation by an Albany law fi rm found the 
longtime New Paltz legislator was likely guilty of sex-
ually harassing women and other misconduct. The 
Albany law fi rm’s work involved interviews with To-
bin, three county legislators, seven women who had 
found Rodriguez’ attentions troubling or harassing 
and with one other individual who later asked not to 
be a part of any report. 

 ‘An abuse of power and trust’
Fourteen people spoke to the legislature in favor of 

the censure, including Village of New Paltz trustees 
William Murray and Julie Seyfert-Lillis and legislators-
elect Peter Criswell and Abe Uchitelle of Kingston.

“This should be easy,” said Rachel Labare of New 
Paltz Democratic Women. “In the future, when this 
happens again, because it will happen again, I hope 
you guys have a better sexual harassment policy, a 
more streamlined procedure and that there’s more 
courage in this room.”

“His actions were part of a pattern,” said Joanne 
Myers of Kingston, who said that she was one of the 
women interviewed in the investigation. “Sexual ha-
rassment is an abuse of power and trust. Please send 
a positive, although belated, message.”

“I was sexually harassed by Hector in 2017,” said 
Oriana Mayorga, who was a community organizer 
and activist with Citizen Action and said in an inter-
view with journalist Hillary Harvey that Rodriguez 
texted her frequently after she contacted him about 
an event that she was organizing involving commu-
nity Spanish-speakers, calling her “princess” and 
“[his] little warrior.”

“I am urging all of you to please, please vote on 

the censure,” said Mayorga. “It’s a small act and it 
would be very signifi cant to all of the women who 
have come forward.”

“I can’t imagine what a healthy line of communica-
tion with my legislator looks like …. Up until recently, 
getting an update on what was happening with this 
legislature required getting a drink with a gross older 
guy,” said Alexandria Wojcik, a New Paltz village trust-
ee, speaking in favor of censure. “These chambers are 
not a safe place. [The body’s inaction until now] sends a 
clear message that in order to be a member of this body, I 
would have to subject myself to sexual harassment.”

Concerns about process
Legislator Richard Gerentine of Marlboro voted 

against censuring Rodriguez, along with legisla-
tors Joe Maloney of Saugerties, Manna Jo Greene of 
Rosendale, the Rev. Julius Collins of Ellenville and 
Laura Petit of Esopus.

Gerentine bemoaned the investigation’s $26,000 
cost to the taxpayer, and said that “this [was] the 
lowest point [he] had seen this legislative body [at]. 
… There was a deal made where that gentleman was 
not going to run again. Unfortunately, something 
happened during that whole process,” said Geren-
tine. “We asked to have the report given to us, I was 
told that we could not have it … Basically, why can’t 
we have it?”

Gerentine’s remarks were met with jeering from 
the audience; legislature Chair Tracey Bartels had to 
call the room to order a handful of times during the 
censure vote discussion.

“I want to commend the people that stood up and 
came forward and acknowledge the courage. However, 
I am extremely concerned about this process. I feel that 
it has been entirely punitive and it has not included a 
component of healing, for truth and reconciliation, for 
restorative justice,” said Greene, explaining her ‘no’ 
vote. “It is for that lack of compassion …  that I am very 
concerned about the eff orts to censure. That doesn’t 
mean I approve the behavior, I disapprove the behav-
ior, but I also want to acknowledge that Legislator Ro-
driguez has given many years of dedicated service.

“He really was an exceptional legislator. And ... I 
believe he was attempting to address those issues, 
but then it seemed things went the other way,” said 
Legislator Dave Donaldson (D-Kingston), who ul-
timately voted to censure Rodriguez. “We had an 
opportunity at that point, early on, to really step 
down and deal with those that were victim or even 
those who were perceived to be victims and worked 
toward a restorative justice situation where Hector 
could be part of the solution. Men need to be part of 
the solution, with men coming forward and working 
with the victims … that would be good for everyone. 
He’s been in the press repeatedly, as you know, em-
barrassed and probably deservedly so. But my prob-
lem is, where is the justice here? What is the real jus-
tice that we’re getting out of this?”

County Executive Pat Ryan and Bartels had issued 
press releases condemning Rodriguez’s actions. Bar-
tels also stripped Rodriguez of his membership on 
two legislative committees. ++
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Parete tops Nolan but Dems keep 
the legislature

by Jesse J. Smith

D
ESPITE A 21-VOTE margin win by former 
legislature chairman John Parete over incum-
bent Democrat Kathy Nolan, Ulster County 
Democrats appeared poised to maintain their 

single-vote majority in the Ulster County Legislature after 
a count of absentee ballots failed to upend election night 
results. Meanwhile, with the absentee count complete in 
three of the county’s 23 legislative districts Republican 
District Attorney hopeful Mike Kavanagh extended his 
election night lead over Democratic rival Dave Clegg, 
though several Democratic strongholds have yet to have 
their absentee ballots unwrapped. 

“Obviously we’re very happy. It was a good race, a 
close race, everybody worked hard at it, and we were 
fortunate to prevail,” said Parete, after the absentee 
count had confi rmed his win. “Now it’s time to go to 
work on all the things I’ve been talking about — hous-
ing, jobs, opioids — things that are easy to talk about 
but have to get done.”

“I am extremely concerned 
about this process,” said 

Manna Jo Greene. “I feel that 
it has been entirely punitive 

and it has not included a 
component of healing, for 

truth and reconciliation, for 
restorative justice.”

Parete, a Democrat who ran on the Republican line 
and had caucused with the Republicans in past terms 
on the legislature was asked if he would continue on 
the GOP side of the aisle. “I might just caucus with the 
Pizza party,” he joked. “I put Facebook ads on, with 
me wearing an apron with a bib that says ‘Democratic 
party, Republican party, Pizza party,’ and a check next 
to ‘Pizza party.’ I’m tired of all the partisanship. I don’t 
care what’s going on in DC in terms of inability to work 
together and talk together…I’m not a follow-the-leader 
guy. I’m me, and I want to get stuff  done, and I will 
work with anyone who wants to get it done.”

Nolan was calm in defeat. “I feel very good about 
what I was able to do in my two years in the legisla-
ture,” she said. “I’m happy about the voter turnout and 
the large show of support in what is a very large, very 
rural district. I’m grateful for the opportunity to have 
served. I hope the new returning legislator will contin-
ue bringing more services and economic opportunities 
to Olive, Shandaken, Denning, and Hardenburgh, and 
I hope to fi nd ways to participate and contribute.”

The absentee count in Shandaken also confi rmed at 
573-548 victory for incumbent town supervisor Repub-
lican Rob Stanley over Democrat Brian Powers, and 
town board wins for incumbent Democrat Peter Dis-
clafani and Republican Kyle Steen. 

Dems hold legislature
Election offi  cials kicked off  their count 2,275 absen-

tee and 428 affi  davit ballots on Monday, November 18 
following a mandated waiting period to allow for the 
arrival of absentee ballots sent from overseas. Rather 
than counting election districts in numerical order, of-
fi cials began the absentee count focusing on the Dis-
trict Attorney’s race, that saw a three vote margin out 
of approximately 50,000 votes for Republican Mike 
Kavanagh, ahead of Democrat Dave Clegg. Thus the 
fi rst, fourth and 22nd legislative districts, where absen-
tee ballots could determine the result, were opened 
fi rst. In each case, the candidate who held the lead on 
election night maintained their advantage. In the 22nd 
legislative district, the count confi rmed Parete’s 1,642 
to 1,621 vote margin over Nolan. In Saugerties fi rst leg-
islative district, incumbent Republican Mary Wawro 
defeated Aaron Levine by a margin of 1,351 to 1,339. 

In district 4 in the Town of Ulster, Democrat Brian 
Cahill beat out Republican challenger Andi Turco-
Levin 1,377 to 1,324. The outcome shuffl  es a few seats, 
but leaves Democrats with their current 12-11 majority 
in the legislature. 

While counting the selected legislative districts, elec-
tion offi  cials focused on the closest race of all. Kava-
nagh, who currently works as Chief Assistant District 
Attorney ended election night with a three vote lead 
over Clegg, a trial attorney who ran on a platform of 
criminal justice reform. As of Wednesday, the absen-
tee/affi  davit count had extended Kavanagh’s lead to 72 
votes. Despite the widening lead, vote totals had not 
yet included Democratic bastions in Kingston and New 
Paltz. Complicating prognostication on the race fur-
ther; while registered Democrats submitted about 400 
more absentee ballots than registered Republicans, 
election night results indicate that a signifi cant number 
of Democrats crossed party lines to vote for Kavanagh. 
Clegg received about 3000 fewer votes on the Demo-
cratic Party line that County Executive Pat Ryan. 

One half of one percent…
The full countywide absentee count is expected to 

be completed by Tuesday, November 26 when elec-
tion commissioners are scheduled to appear before a 
State Supreme Court Judge to submit the results. At that 
hearing both sides in the DA’s race will have an opportu-
nity to submit challenges to individual absentee ballots.  
As of Wednesday, November 20, both sides had chal-
lenged about 60 of the absentee and affi  davit ballots. If 
the challenges have the potential to swing the results of 
the election, a Judge will need to rule on each challenge 
before a fi nal vote count can be certifi ed and a winner 
determined. In another potential wrinkle, a county law 
mandates that if the winners margin of victory is less than 
one half of one percent of the total votes cast, election of-
fi cials will need to go back and recount every ballot cast 
including early votes, election day results and absentee 
and affi  davit ballots. This is likely to be the case in the 
Wawro-Levine election.

“It’s a complicated process that most people don’t 
know exists,” said Republican county election com-
missioner Tom Turco. “Unless it’s a close election, 
then we’re under the microscope.” ++

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available
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For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239
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Muni ID coming to Woodstock

Woodstock is moving closer to becoming the latest 
community in New York to off er municipal identifi ca-
tion cards to undocumented immigrants and others 
without paperwork, giving access to vital govern-
ment services and allowing them to conduct routine 
business.

“We really believe this is going to support the most 
vulnerable of our community,” said local human 
rights commission chair Anula Courtis, who added 
she was speaking on behalf of the Muni ID as a pri-
vate individual.

The ID is not just for undocumented Woodstock-
ers. It’s for anyone who winds up in a situation with-
out identifi cation, she said. “None of our residents 
should ever be a Jane or John Doe in any area hospi-
tal,” Courtis said at a public hearing on the measure, 
which is required before passage of the town law en-
abling the Muni ID.

Once implemented, Woodstock will join Kingston, 
Newburgh, Middletown and Beacon among area 
municipalities issuing the document. The card can 
be used for identifi cation purposes and to conduct 
town business. The cost will be $5 to $10 per card, 
but can be off ered free of charge through a pay-it-
forward system where those obtaining a card can 
pay for another who can’t aff ord it.

Judge agrees with Joe Maloney

Ulster County ethics board’s fi nding last year that 
outgoing county legislator Joe Maloney broke Ulster 
County’s ethics law has been tossed by a state Supreme 
Court judge. County ethics board chairman Derek Spa-
da said the board was considering an appeal.

In his ten-page ruling, judge Richard Mott annulled 
the board’s fi nding that by voting twice on matters con-
nected to the county’s contract with the CSEA — which 
aff ected his wife, a county employee — Maloney vio-
lated ethics laws. In that now overturned decision, Ma-
loney was ordered to pay a $7000 fi ne, which he could 
have avoided by resigning. While he chose not to run 
again for legislature, he did choose to fi le an Article 78 
suit against the ethics board in state Supreme Court.

“I’m pleased by the court’s decision. I have maintained 
my innocence throughout these proceedings and the 
court found against both the intent behind these charges, 
but also the process,” Maloney stated in a press release. 
He thinks the county ethics board needs reform, and that 
his battle against what he called cronyism and pay-to-
play practices in county politics was behind the charges 
against him, not his votes.

215 Huguenot St. • New Paltz, NY 12561
www.newpaltzgolf.com

10 Rounds of Golf w/Cart
Christmas Special - $179

— OR —

2020
Memberships

$75 Off

Gift Certificates Available

Call Larry for details:
(845) 430-6001

GIVE THEM WHAT THEY

REALLY WANT FOR CHRISTMAS!

CHRISTMAS
at WALLKILL 

VIEW!
Trees, wreaths, poinsettias,  
tree trimmings and gifts

An Evening of 
Holiday Shopping

December 1st 5:00-6:30pm
SANTA AT THE FARM!
Featuring the NPHS Caroling Choir

Bakery: w/Our Delicious Cider Donuts! 
& Gourmet Specialty Foods 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

Unique gifts for everyone on your list

Visit our 
glassblowing 

studio & browse 
our gift gallery

Free  
refreshments 

weekends 
through 

December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6; 
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491

for more info: 914.806.3575

SHOP
LOCAL

& 
WIN!!!

WIN a $50 Gift Certificate to:
Bare Furniture
Catskill Rose

Center for Therapeutic Massage
Chops

Crafts People
Crystal Connections

Early Terrible
Emerson

Gilded Carriage
Glo Spa

Handmade
Health & Nutrition Center
Historic Red Hook Diner

Isabella’s
Movita Dance

Mudd Club
The Nest Egg

October Country
Oriole 9

Paradise Emporium
    Pilates of New Paltz

PopCulture Collectibles
Postmark Books

The Pub
Rosendale WaxWorks Candles & Soaps

  Scarborough Fare
Story’s Nursery

Town & Country Liquors
Wallkill View Farm

The Wine Hutch
Woodstock Art Exchange

Woodstock Golf Club
Woodstock Healing Arts

And many more still joining the 
Shop Local Extravaganza!!!!!  

Send us a picture of you shopping 

local or a copy of your receipt.

Many winners each week between 

now and the end of the year. 

You can enter 
each week!!!

Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com

Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

Text: 845-332-0175

Include name and contact 
information!

Thank you for 
shopping local!

Keep it local for the holidays!
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It’s the economy

Asked to dance

SUNY New Paltz president Donald Christian 
says he learns a lot from a series of occasional Hot 
Chocolate with the President meetings with the col-
lege’s students. At the most recent dormitory meet-
ing with students last week, he asked a question he 
said he likes to put forward at these sessions: What 
do you like best about being a student here? 

One student had a ready answer. “From the day I 
took my fi rst step here,” Christian reported she said, 
“I felt part of a community.”

Visitors and prospective students notice that 

something is diff erent and distinctive about the 
place, its president contends, when they come to 
look around the campus. They fi nd the way the di-
verse student body, faculty, staff  and even the local 
populace interact attractive. It’s a community. For 
potential students, that’s an asset that makes the 
school stand out.

SUNY New Paltz is known for the diversity of its stu-
dent body, 60 percent of whom come from outside the 
Hudson Valley. During the past decade, the propor-
tion of enrolled white undergraduates has fallen from 

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz president Donald Christian.

74 percent to 62 percent. The proportion of degree-
seeking Hispanic/Latino undergraduates has increased 
during that period from 12 percent to 22 percent.

To create a more equitable America, Christian said 
at last week’s Hudson Valley Future Summit, the 
goal has to be not just diversity but inclusion. What’s 
the diff erence between those two terms? “Diversity 
is being invited to the dance,” explained vice-presi-
dent of enrollment management L. David Eaton. “In-
clusion is being asked to dance.”

Eaton said that the gap between achievement lev-
els — as measured by academic performance — of 
the major racial groups at the school has been level 
since 2010. Provided by Christian at the Future Sum-
mit last week, the latest data shows a seven percent 
diff erential between the highest-scoring major racial 
group, Asians, and the lowest-scoring group, blacks. 
Many major colleges and universities across the 
country report that diff erentials of 20 or 30 percent 
between racial groups are not uncommon. 

Eaton would like to reduce the achievement gap 
in New Paltz to zero. He contends that achievement 
gaps in the New York State educational pipeline are 
likely to persist “until we can address the issue of 
property-tax disparity.”  

Rennie Scott-Childress is both an academic 
and a politician, a history professor at SUNY New 
Paltz and majority leader of the Kingston Common 
Council. 

In the former role, he served for three years as 
co-chair of the 21-person Diversity and Inclusion 
Council at the college. The task force made policy 
recommendations on a series of matters, including 
the controversial renaming of the SUNY New Paltz 
dormitories. 

Scott-Childress is appreciative of president Chris-
tian’s sustained attention to creating an inclusionary 
atmosphere for all discussions about diff erences. 
“He made it possible for the college to be proactive,” 
he said.  

Scott-Childress readily recognizes the nature of the 
college’s role in the larger society. Educational institu-
tions act as a sort of laboratory in the larger society for 
leadership in dealing positively with diffi  cult social is-
sues. “We talk a lot,” he said. “In some ways, the col-
lege is a rarifi ed and separate atmosphere.”

Scott-Childress is community-minded. He says 

Reservoir ramble almost ready 
It’s been a long time coming, but it was worth wait-

ing for. Now it’s close enough to reality that it can be 
publicized. Some day soon it’ll be completed. 

The western section of the Ashokan Reservoir rail-trail, 
northern Ulster County’s latest public recreation attrac-

tion, will formally open on Thanksgiving Day, according 
to a county government press release. It has been closed 
due to construction activities.

The trailheads on Route 28 in Shokan and on Route 
28A in Boiceville are on their way to completion. New 
parking areas will add more than a hundred additional 

spaces to those previously available at the trailhead op-
posite the West Hurley post offi  ce on Route 28. Sanitary 
facilities will also be available at the three trailheads. 

Nine miles of trail were offi  cially opened on October 
18, with another two miles opened several weeks later. In 
the fi rst four weeks since the opening, according to Ulster 
County offi  cials, more than 11,000 visitors have used the 
scenic trail. This western segment includes a spectacular 
new 360-foot trestle bridge. 

As of the Monday of Thanksgiving week, the public 
parking lot at the Boiceville trailhead remained woeful-
ly incomplete. There was no surfacing, no sign of the 
lot’s availability for general parking, and no delineation 
of parking spaces. A few very large rocks had been im-
ported, however.  

“Opening an additional two trailheads in Shokan 
and Boiceville gives easier access to the amazing 
features on the middle and western portions of the 
trail,” county legislator Kathy Nolan said. “These fea-
tures include the new multi-purpose Boiceville trestle 
spanning the Esopus Creek and leading to stunningly 
beautiful wetlands areas, woods and causeways.” The 
western trailhead is within walking distance of the 
Boiceville hamlet.

“DEP has heard great feedback from many of our 
watershed neighbors and tourists who have enjoyed 
the eastern sections of the trail during the past month,” 
DEP deputy commissioner Paul Rush said. “We know 
they will be equally thrilled by the experience and vis-
tas near Shokan and Boiceville.”

Located within less than a half-mile of the new Boicev-
ille bridge, the rail-trail runs close to the north shore of the 
reservoir, off ering scenic views of the Catskill Mountain 
peaks to the southwest of the reservoir. The entire eleven-
mile-plus length of the rail-trail through DEP reservoir 
property along the bed of the former Ulster & Delaware 
Railroad from West Hurley to Boiceville is now open to 
the public for non-motorized recreation from sunrise to 
sunset throughout the year.

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT 

LOCAL!!! 
With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.

Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200
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New Paltz Church Council 
kicks off Holy Week with

Sports
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A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20
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by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz
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New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 

Give a lit
tle

… Get a little… 

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

TO: FROM:
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The Healthy Choice for 
Your Holiday Table!

5th Annual

Holiday Craft Fair
hosted by De Facto Community Center Project

Sat. Nov. 30th 10am to 5pm
New Paltz Community Center 

3 Veteran Drive, New Paltz

Who needs box stores and malls?
Support Local Artists,  

Artisans, and Crafters!
F R E E  A D M I S S I O N !

F R E E  F O O D !

More info: npzdefactoproject@gmail.com

Sunday December 15, 2019 
3-5pm

at Lucky C Stables
(31 Yankee Folly Road New Paltz)

Event is held inside & is rain/snow/sleet or 
shine but please dress warm! We will have hot 
chocolate, holiday treats and holiday music! 
All Ages Welcome!
For more information visit us on Facebook, check out 
our website luckycstables.com or call 845-255-3220

Bring  
a new, 
unwrapped 
toy for a 
child in 
need & 
receive a 
free pony or 
horse ride!

Come Join Lucky C Stables at our 16th Annual 

PONIES & TOYS TOY DRIVE 
Benefitting Family Of New Paltz! B

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

— Featuring —
Interactive Music & Dance Class

Therapeutic Music Circles  • Senior Yoga
Tai Chi • Strength & Balance Class

VOTED BEST ASSISTED LIVING!

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Happy Thanksgiving 
from our families to yours!
Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  

397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

New Paltz Animal Hospital
Invites You And Your Pet(s)  

To Join Us For

Photos with Santa!
December 7, 2019

12-4 pm
At The New Paltz Animal Hospital
230 Main Street • New Paltz, NY 12561

Photos Are $15
Bring A Donation (towels, toys, treats, etc.)  

And Receive $5 Off Your Photo

Proceeds Will Benefit  
Local Rescues & Rehabilitators

We Ask That All Furry Friends Be Leashed Or In A Carrier

Give PILATES or MASSAGE  

Pilates  of New Paltz

Rowan Tree Massage 

Pilates of New Paltz

12 N. Chestnut Street, in the village of New Paltz • www.pilatesnewpaltz.com
R E F O R M E R T O W E R  •    C H A I R  •   M A T   •   T R X  •   B A R R E L S  •    T R A P E Z E T A B L E  •   M A G I C C I R C L E

LYNN CARROLL GILBERT
NYS Licensed 32 yrs. ExperienceTHERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

Specializing in Swedish Deep Tissue Massage
GIFT CERTIFICATES CAN BE PURCHASED AT
my office: 52 S. Manheim Blvd. (Rt. 32S), New Paltz, NY or  
Rock & Snow, 44 Main St. (Satellite office: Ridgewell Fitness, Stone Ridge)
Business Hours by appt — text for availability — Mon.-Fri. & Most Saturdays

Gift Certificates also available online at 
lynncarrollgilbert.massagetherapy.com 

RATES: 
½ hour ........................$60
45 min ........................$75
1 hour .........................$85
1½ hrs ......................$125
Accepted at my office only

PACKAGES:
(3) ½ hour sessions ........$171
(3) 1 hour sessions .........$246
(6) 1 hour sessions .........$485

cell: 845.706.1539

he’s a believer in the classical idea of the university 
as a place where students can develop a sense of 
civic responsibility rather than as a training ground 
for an occupation.

In his role as an elected politician, he is accus-
tomed to “fi nding ways people can talk with each 
other” and negotiate solutions to matters of mutual 
concern. The legislative majority leader said he has 
developed an appreciation for diff erences. At the 
community level, symbolic gestures alone aren’t 
enough to lead to change. The rigidly self-righteous, 
Scott-Childress feels, “underestimate the amount of 
eff ort it’ll take to create change.”

The 2017 task-force plan at the college aimed “…to 
create a community built on the values of inclusion, 
diversity and equity while fostering a community 
grounded in justice, civility and respect.”

Of the approximately 6300 full-time degree-
seeking undergraduates at SUNY New Paltz in 2019, 
550 are enrolled in the SUNY system’s Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP). Though they didn’t 
meet the admission criteria, these students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds were admitted because 
they had the potential to earn a college degree. They 
get extensive support services, testing and counsel-
ing, fee waivers and fi nancial help. They have an on-
line network where they can get advice and further 
counseling and make connections.

Engagement with diversity can be hard work not 
just for EOP students but for all students — and be-
yond that for all of us. Educational institutions ben-
efi t from being able to connect quickly with those in 
their community with problems to be solved.

New Paltz off ers various support resources, among 
them an academic advising offi  ce, a psychological 
counseling center, a disability resource center, a math 
lab, a career resource center and a student help desk. 
Its Center for Student Success off ers peer tutoring, 
strategies for learning, and a writers’ studio. It has ro-
bust one-on-one mentoring and tutoring systems.

SUNY New Paltz has recently joined more than 
500 colleges in adopting a web-based system called 

Starfi sh, though which students can be contacted. 
New Paltz is using the Starfi sh platform for early 
intervention, said Christian. An advisor’s offi  ce can 
reach out to address issues of underperformance, 
whether these involve tutoring, fi nances, housing, 
classwork loads, mental-health situations or any oth-
er of the myriad problems students can have.

The proof is in the pudding.

Ultimately, the eff ectiveness of SUNY New Paltz’s 
ambitions for inclusion will be in the quality of its 
graduates. What skills will they contribute to a world 
sadly in need of healing? Will they be able success-
fully to bring to their careers the civic values they 
learned in their student days?

Only time will tell.     
-- Geddy Sveikauskas    

             

Keep it local for the holidays!
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Schools
Sharai Martinez
by Oliver ten Broeke

W
ELL-KNOWN FOR BEING someone 
whom her friends can always come 
to, whom peers can always share their 
opinions with and who truly under-

stands the value of perseverance, Sharai Martinez is 
a New Paltz High School senior with an uncommonly 
strong character.

In and out of school, Martinez enjoys singing and 
drawing. She feels that she is a fast learner. “I’ve found 
that once I start doing something, I quickly get the 
hang of it and it becomes easy for me…” What she feels 
the most enthusiasm for, though, is something that she 
has been gaining more and more experience with. 

“...My biggest passion, which I found last year, is 
helping those in need -- especially undocumented 
people. Just being there for them, or being their 
voice. Just helping them in any way I can, and advo-
cating for them in any way I can.”

During this interview, Martinez sat wearing an Am-
nesty International beanie, which hints at her recent 
personal involvement in human rights work. About a 
year ago, Martinez’ father was detained by ICE.

“...Last year, on January 16, 2019, my dad was de-
tained by ICE without a warrant. I didn’t want to just 
sit in my room, and I didn’t want to be depressed 
about it. I wanted to do something good.” Martinez 
began her eff orts.

“...So, I organized protests, and I started reaching 
out to local organizations. Amnesty actually reached 
out to me. I started working with them, our local 
group. I really liked the work they were doing, so I 
started going to their meetings…” Martinez is now 
the Youth Leader of Amnesty International’s local 
chapter, and has since continued her work with 
other similar groups. “...I also worked with Nobody 
Leaves Mid-Hudson and some other groups. That’s 
how my passion for helping immigrants started.”

Junior year, which tends to be especially stress-
ful for high school students (due to the massively 
increased workload and the beginning of college 
searches), was at fi rst diffi  cult for Martinez. “...With 
everything that happened, I had to go between do-
ing schoolwork and helping my mom reach out and 
connect to our lawyers and representatives…” 

Martinez does feel glad for the part of the situation 
which promoted personal growth. “The situation that 
happened last year defi nitely changed me. I’ve become 
more mature. Not that I was immature before it,” she 
laughs, “I now have a diff erent perspective of every-
thing. I learned how to value everything, now. Being 
able to get to school, being able to have a meal with 
my family when I get home, being able to play sports. 
Simple things like that, I see a big value in now.”

Finding that immigration court wasn’t fair, Marti-
nez’ family and lawyer decided to take her father’s 
case to federal court. Having more luck with the 
judge there, Martinez’ father’s case has aff ected the 
dealings of other cases. “...My dad’s case infl uenced 
others, in a way so that now some others aren’t un-
rightfully detained. It defi nitely had a good impact 
where it helped other people in the same situation, 
so they don’t have to go through the same thing.”

On the personal side of things, Martinez believes 
that a good result to come out of her family’s unfor-
tunate situation is that it helped knit them tighter 
together. “...It brought my family together tremen-
dously. We now do everything together, and we’re 
so close. Also, it encouraged me to start a club this 
year! I started an Immigration Defense Club.”

As founder of New Paltz High School’s Immigration 
Defense Club, and with the help of club advisor Rod 
Castro, Martinez has led the eff ort to help undocu-
mented students to more fully realize their potential. 
“...A lot of them don’t know of all the opportunities 
they have after high school, so they end up dropping 

Student events, profi les & sports

out of school… A way that we help, is that we let them 
know of these opportunities. We support them in any 
way that we can. We encourage them that there’s more 
to life after high school and that they’re much more 
than just an undocumented student.”

Martinez feels very proud to have started the club. “I 
feel that my biggest accomplishment right now is start-
ing this club and being able to help people. Part of it is 
that I wish I had had that, before. Knowing what they 
go through and being able to help them is really great.”

Being bilingual, Martinez makes a note of the odd-
ity of daily code-switching. “Spanish is my fi rst lan-
guage and having to switch my brain from Spanish 
to English every day was challenging, but I fi nd it re-
ally cool.” Martinez also mentions that she dreams 
in both languages.

Martinez plans to study at law school, with a ma-
jor in political science and a minor in English litera-
ture. She would like to go somewhere close by, so 
she doesn’t have to stray far from her family. She has 
already applied to Marist College, Vassar College and 
has ambitions for NYU.

It is clear that Martinez cherishes her family. “...I 
have two younger siblings, they’re called Irish twins 
since they’re eleven months apart. That can be an-
noying ‘cause they’re always teaming up on me.” She 
laughs, and goes on to explain why family matters. 
“...Even if you don’t have a job, or you have nothing, 
as long as you have family it can keep you going. As 
long as I have my family, I know I’ll be fi ne.”

To her peers, Martinez wants to impart some wis-
dom, easily backed up by her own experiences. “Don’t 
ever give up. I know it sounds cheesy, but it’s really 
helpful. If you want to do something, just go for it! If 
you have an opportunity, take it. Defi nitely take it.” ++

State cross-country

In Class B boys, New Paltz’s Riley Brutvan fi nished 
29th in 15:34 to winner Sam Lawlor of Pittsford Men-
don’s  14:26; and in Class C Highland’s Benito Var-
gas fi nished 93rd in 16:55 to winner Caleb Bender of 
Skeaneatles 14:41.

In Class B girls, New Paltz’s Amelia St. John fi n-
ished 85th in 19:57 to winner Sarah Connelly of 
Mount Sinai’s 16:47.

-- Rich Corozine

Highland High School seniors sign 
letters of intent to play collegiate 
athletics 

Highland High School senior Eliz Fino signed her 
National Letter of Intent on November 22 to play wo-
mens’ lacrosse at Central Connecticut State Univer-
sity, a Division I school, starting in August of 2020.

Fino as been playing lacrosse since the sixth grade 
and started playing for the varsity team in eighth 
grade. She has been the team captain for the past 

two years. 
Some of her 

school and State 
records include: 
387 goals scored 
as a varsity play-
er and 91 assists; 
she broke the 
State record last 
year with 154 
goals scored in 
one season; she 
broke the State 
record in 2019 
with most goals 
scored in a single 
game (16) ; in 
2019, she was named to the All-American NYS girls’ 
lacrosse All State Team and in 2018 and 2019 she was 
named to the Section 9 Coaches All Section Team.

 Highland High School senior Brooke Harris signed 
her National Letter of Intent on November 20 to play 
womens’ soccer in Division II collegiate athletics at 
Lewis University in Romeoville, IL. 

During the ceremonial signing, Harris was recog-
nized for her dedication, training habits and lead-
ership by Highland varsity soccer coach Kathelene 
Canosa. Coach Canosa commended her six-year 
starter and four-year captain for the imprint that 
she has made on the girls’ soccer team. Harris was 
a starting player for each of her six seasons, playing 
in 101 games.

Athletic Director Frank Alfonso congratulated 
Harris on her athleticism and commitment to the 
athletic program. At year’s end, she will have earned 
20 varsity letters: Soccer (6), bowling (6), track (5), 
lacrosse (1), indoor track (1) and cross country (1). 
During Harris’s athletic career, she has been recog-
nized as an all-state athlete in soccer and bowling.

Assistant Superintendent Sarah Dudley-Lemek 
thanked Harris for her poise and grace as an athlete 
and as a student who is a member of the National 
Honor Society and the National Career and Techni-
cal Honor Society. Dudley-Lemek lauded Harris for 
her choice to attend Lewis University to pursue com-
mercial aviation and aviation management.

Sharai Martinez.

Eliz Fino (bottom, center) signs her letter of intent.

Brooke Harris signs her letter of 
intent.
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A winning season
for New Paltz tennis

T
HERE ARE ONLY a few instances in my 
25 years covering New Paltz and Highland 
sports that a program has been as domi-
nant as New Paltz tennis -- that's boys and 

girls -- with the girls, like the boys last Spring, having 
their third straight undefeated season and winning 
the MHAL team title. With the boys Isaac Cheruiyot 
and Noah Kalus winning their third straight MHAL 
doubles title in the Spring, it was the girls turn this 
Fall as Natalie Meyer won the fi rst singles title since 
1993's Katie Ott. And not only that, but in going 
undefeated, the Huguenots won 43 of 44 matches 
completed (one was called for darkness)...in other 
words: total dominance.

And what is the constant in this success, you may 
ask? Why it is long-time coach Scott Taylor, who de-
spite graduations and injuries has overseen the pro-
gram with his notion of Tennis Values, the Golden 
Rule being "treat others the way you want to be 
treated". That and his inclusive attitude toward his 
players, including this year when 28 girls came out 
for the team and he had his three captains -- Nata-
lie Meyer, Ariana Rodriguez and Emily Wong-Pan 
-- become essentially assistant coaches teaching and 
guiding the younger girls.

"I knew we would have a good team this year, but 
never did I imagine that we would win almost every 
match we played," said Taylor. "Usually depth is the 
key to a good team, and we've won previous champi-
onships because my second doubles team is usually 
much better than all the others. This year, my ace-
in-the-hole was everyone in each position. Winning 
43 of 44 matches is unheard of, a tremendous ac-
complishment."

"Our toughest match was with Spackenkill, and it 
was an incredibly competitive, tight match. Three of 
the fi ve matches went three sets. Natalie won 6-4 in 
the third set; Ariana couldn't complete her match (it 

went over two-and-a-half hours and was called by 
darkness (Rodriguez leading); and Emily and Eliza 
(Behrke) at fi rst doubles started slowly, losing the 
fi rst set before storming back to win in three sets. 
We showed our grittiness in that match and never 
gave up."

Individually, Natalie Meyer won the MHAL singles 
tournament and went 9-0 in the league. "Natalie had 
an outstanding season and couldn't have ended her 
high school career any better. And she saved her best 
for last," said Taylor. " She literally took it up a gear 
when she got to the semifi nals and fi nals, winning 
both in straight sets. I couldn't be happier for her."

Second singles Ariana Rodriguez went 7-1, los-
ing only to Saugerties. "She had some of the tough-
est matches this year and grittiness, toughness and 
competitiveness characterize Ariana, and she rose to 
the occasion every time."

Third singles Aidan Hoover went 9-0. "Aidan grew 
with confi dence with every match. She's a quiet girl, 
and her athleticism will surprise you. She didn't look 
dominating when she played, but most of her wins 
were by 6-0 or 6-1. She had an outstanding year and 

Highland girls’ basketball preview

W
HAT TO DO when you lose to gradua-
tion the number one scorer in MHAL 
history...and arguably the league's 
best basketball player ever? Yes, I'm 

talking about Bri Rozzi, who has taken her brilliance 
down the coast to Loyola-Maryland, where, as a pre-
cocious freshman point guard, she is the fi rst off  the 
bench as sixth-man and is playing 20+ minutes per 
game for her 1-2 team in the early season.

"What can we do?'' says fi fth-year coach Jim Malak. 
"We go on, develop the players returning from last 
season's team and hope we'll be better at the end of 
the season than early on. We're a work in progress."

Malak has won two Section 9 Class B titles and 
one MHAL championship in his previous four years 
at Highland, coming in after the very successful Jim 
Delmar Era of six Section titles in 13 years. "Jim left 
me a good team and I've just tried to continue that 
success...I inherited Bri as a freshman, who made 
me look good," laughs Malak.

Indeed, last year's team, was 6-6, went on a nine-
game winning streak led by Rozzi's 30+ points-per-
game, and fi nally fell to Marlboro (for the third time 
of the season) in the Section Class B quarterfi nals. It 
was a season that Malak predicted would be .500. 
"We got hot, everything came together with Bri lead-
ing the way."

So...to ask once again...what do you do when you 
lose maybe the MHAL's best player ever?

Rebuild. And Malak is lucky to have eight returning 
players -- all of them underclassmen (last season cen-
ter-forward Paige Dauenheimer is not returning as a 
senior, nursing an injured ankle incurred during vol-
leyball season). At the top of that list are sophomore 
off -guard/forward sharpshooter Brigette Carle and 
point guard heir-apparent, freshman Katie Dauen-
heimer, plus junior guard Adriana Scalo, forward 
Emma Beck and freshman forward Kayleigh Kaplan, 
all of whom got loads of playing time last season. 
Also returning are role-playing junior guards Icis Ro-
man and Dehana Stevens, plus transfer from New 
Paltz Willamena Jackson, a sophomore forward. "I 
tell them that this is their time to shine," says Malak. 
Also in the mix may be freshmen Emma Thompson, 
a forward, and Addie McDowell, a guard.

saved her best for last, too, losing in the MHAL tour-
nament to a previous singles champion 6-3, 6-3, and 
putting up a fi ght against a top player in our league."

At fi rst doubles Emily Wong-Pan and Eliza Behrke 
were 8-0. "They dominated in doubles action and 
were a great pair to watch, with diff erent strengths 
that complimented each other. Emily became a vol-
leying giant and Eliza often hit great returns that set 
Emily at the net and produced weak shots from op-
ponents."

Second doubles Pilar Duvivier and Ruthie Crosby-
Lizarde went 7-0. "This team would have challenged 
most of the fi rst doubles teams, they were that good. 
Pilar has a great serve and Ruthie moves so well that 
no ball could get past her. They epitomized the team 
concept. It was fun to watch them and see them im-
prove throughout the season."

Taylor loses Meyer, Rodriguez, Wong-Pan and Du-
vivier to graduation, "but for now we'll sit back and 
bask in what happened and give thanks, said Taylor. 
“It was a quite a season, but next year will come 
sooner that we think, and we'll get back to work."

-- Rich Corozine

Highland girls’ basketball Adriana Scalo (3).

"If Lofaro (center Erin, who destroyed Highland 
last season) wasn't there (at Marlboro) we would be 
battling for a Division (2) title. She's the game-breaker 
for them. But even with that, we hope to challenge and 
make it to Sections again. Like I said, we're a work in 
progress and have some very good players out there."

The Highland girls open the season in the Onteora 
Tournament on Monday and Wednesday, Decem-
ber 2 and 4, with a 6 p.m. Final on Wednesday. The 
home-opener is against Pine Plains on Tuesday, De-
cember 10 at 5:45 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz wrestling preview

A
FTER PLACING SIX wrestlers in the Sec-
tion 9 Division 1 (large schools) semifi nals, 
New Paltz -- the smallest school in Divi-
sion 1 -- long-time coach Ryan Pullman is 

looking for an even better showing this season.
"A lot of the Division 1 coaches were impressed 

with our showing," says Pullman, now in his 14th year 
as head coach. "And we can do even better. And fi ve 
of the six who placed are back, we just have to replace 
Devin (Dixon, who graduated), and I think we can 
place even more than last season."

Last season placers at Sections were: junior Ethan 
Palanca, second at 138 pounds; senior Levi Wyns, fi fth at 
145; senior Logan Michael, fi fth at 152; senior Aidan Cup-
pett, fi fth at 132; and senior Eliot Crocco, sixth at 113.

Also returning are junior Evan Jansen at 275 pounds, 
senior Jason Harding at 160, freshman Finn Gibson at 
132, freshman Cole Cuppett at 106, senior Matt Thomas 
at 170, senior JoJo Tanzi at 160, senior Ethan Feshold at 
138, senior Mitch Gobson at 138 and senior Eric Thomas 
at 195 (recovering from an injury from football season).

"We have a bunch of newer guys who need experi-
ence, and unusually, lots of seniors and lots of fresh-
men, with 25 coming out...so we'll see. I have high 
hopes for the season," adds Pullman.

The Huguenots open the season at Saugerties on 
Wednesday, December 4 at 6 p.m.; with their home-
opener with NFA, Highland, Warwick, Beacon, Colum-
bia, Saratoga and Walt Whitman of Long Island in an 
Alumni Tournament on Saturday, December 14 from 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

New Paltz wrestling Aidan Cuppett (left).

 New Paltz wrestling Eliot Crocco (top).

The New Paltz girls’ tennis team.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 300 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

The search begins for the district’s 
next superintendent

Over the next few months, the New Paltz Central 
School District’s (NPCSD) Board of Education will be 
conducting a search for the district’s next superin-
tendent. Community involvement is vital to this pro-
cess and we hope that you will give your input to 
assist us in making the best selection possible. 

The fi rst step in the process is to select a search 
consultant to help recruit highly qualifi ed appli-
cants. The Board of Education is currently reviewing 
proposals from several search consultant fi rms, one 
of which will be appointed at a public meeting of the 
Board on December 9, 5:30 p.m., at the district of-
fi ce conference room. Once a search consultant is 
appointed, the Board of Education will begin a pub-
lic dialogue about how best to engage and gather in-

put from the community to help create an applicant 
profi le that encompasses the needs, priorities and 
vision of NPCSD families and community members. 
This profi le will guide the search for potential appli-
cants.

Once a process for gathering community input has 
been developed, the Board will begin to schedule a 
series of meetings and events for this purpose. We 
will keep the community apprised of these opportu-
nities as they are added to the calendar and seek ways 
to make these events accessible to all. 

Please know that we are committed to casting a 
wide net and utilizing a search process aligned with 
best practices in order to identify the best individual 
to lead our district. 

Diana Armstead, Glenn LaPolt
Michael O’Donnell, Kathy Preston

Sophia Skiles, Bianca Tanis, Teresa Thompson
Trustees, NPCSD Board of Education

Don’t opt out!

I was very happy to see the letters go out this week 
to Central Hudson customers explaining the Com-
munity Choice Aggregation program or CCA. It is a 
fantastic program because it means you will auto-
matically be getting green power rather than a mix of 
dirty power that contributes to our climate crisis and 
you will be getting a stabilized price for the next 18 
months. You don’t have to do anything for this posi-
tive change to go into eff ect. Please don’t opt out. If 
you are just confused about what this is, your ques-
tions can be answered. Know that this is like a buying 
club for power that saves you money while you get 
a better product -- clean energy for a more liveable 
planet. 

Janelle Peotter
New Paltz Climate Smart Coordinator

Thank you to our community 
partners

The Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation 
at New Paltz has recently took on a new initiative to 
partner with local businesses in order to enhance and 
expand our community goals. For the last ten years, 
our Foundation has provided educational scholar-
ships to graduating high school seniors and adult 
learners throughout the Hudson Valley. This past 
June, we were pleased to award over $12,000 to 23 re-
cipients either entering college, receiving education 
to become employed in a trade fi eld or re-entering 
school for a career change. 

We are proud of the work we do at the Regional 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation at New Paltz, and 

we would like to thank the following local business-
es for signing on to be Community Partners with 
us for the upcoming year: Hoover Architecture 
PLLC, Apuzzo Kitchens, Berner Financial Services, 
First Care Medical Center, Garvan’s Restaurant, 
The Hudson Valley Financial Group (Represent-
ing Wells Fargo), P&G’s Restaurant, Seakill Custom 
Home Builders, Down to Earth Property Mainte-
nance, McGillicuddy’s Tap House, Main Street Bis-
tro, Lucky C Stables, Mountain Brauhaus, Krause’s 
Chocolates, Van Vliet Orthodontics, Upstairs on 9 
Café, Dutchess Optometry LLP, Peter Rubin Rep-
resenting American National Insurance, Copeland-
Hammerl Funeral Home, Devine Insurance, Jim De-
Maio State Farm Agent, The Law Offi  ces of Robert F. 
Rich Jr. and The Law Offi  ce of Kevin P. Barry.

As the need for educational scholarships con-
tinues to grow, the fi nancial support provided by 
our Foundation has helped many Hudson Valley 
residents apply their passion and drive to a course 
of study that not only helps them accomplish their 
professional goals, but also promotes a dynamic lo-
cal quality of life in our region. 

For more information on the Regional Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation at New Paltz, please visit 
our website at www.newpaltzchamber.org/founda-
tion.html

Ernie Van De Mark, Chairperson
Teresa Thompson, Vice-Chair

Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation
at New Paltz 

Legislative priorities for NYS in 
2020

Each fall we visit Albany to meet with colleagues 
from New York Conference of Mayors (the associa-
tion of, and for, New York’s villages and cities to 
discuss and determine shared legislative priorities 
so we may work together and approach Albany’s 
legislators as a group. We met last week to discuss 
33 policy issues. Those in attendance then ranked 
the ones they believe deserve the most attention.

I’m proud to share that ballots cast by those in 
attendance listed the following as top priorities for 
the upcoming 2020 legislative session:

(1) Increase Unrestricted State Aid for Municipali-
ties (AIM). The State should go back to the concept 
of “revenue sharing” by annually providing local 
governments with AIM funding equal to 2% of the 
three-year rolling average of the State’s total com-
bined personal income tax and sales tax revenue.

(2) Increase Funding for Water and Sewer Infra-
structure. Every municipality should receive alloca-
tions based on the size of their system of pipelines 
and mains. This would help local governments per-
form real capital planning to invest in and protect 
drinking water, stormwater and sewer systems.

(3) Increase Highway Funding. We need more 
transportation funding to assist with the cost of lo-
cal roads. Additionally, the State’s formula should 
be amended to provide additional aid based on 
sidewalk miles in a municipality.

Several important ideas were discussed but here 
are two more that we should also work to support 
because they would be specifi cally helpful in the 
Village of New Paltz:

• Authorize 25 M.P.H. Area Speed Limit
Under New York State law, cities and villages may 

establish area-wide speed limits for roads under the 
municipality’s jurisdiction. Typically referred to as 
the “village speed limit” or “city speed limit,” state 
law currently allows cities and villages to impose 
area speed limits of not less than 30 miles per hour. 
However, 30 miles per hour is too fast on most city 
and village streets. Consequently, state law should 
be amended to allow cities and villages to impose 
area speed limits of not less than 25 miles per hour.

• Authorize Administrative Adjudication of Local 
Code Violations

Utilizing the local criminal courts to prosecute 

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes
Party Events • Weddings
Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly
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code violations has its benefi ts but is very costly. Cer-
tain cities are authorized to appoint hearing offi  cers 
to adjudicate code and ordinance violations rather 
than going through the court system. Legislation 
should be enacted to allow all municipalities to ap-
point hearing offi  cers to adjudicate code violations. 
Administrative adjudication of code violation could 
expedite the process of resolving these violations 
and also reduce overburdened court dockets.

Mayor Tim Rogers
New Paltz

It’s worse than you were told

It’s important to understand that this year’s Town 
of New Paltz’s tax increase is worse than the 6.67% 
increase that was reported in the New Paltz Times.

The town budget is divided into two basic parts. 
The second part of the budget is the special districts, 
such as water or sewer. Generally, such districts are 
relatively small, and a tax change there only aff ects 
people living in that district.

The fi rst part of the budget is the largest part of 
the budget and contains the big expenses such as the 
general funds and the highway funds. Because the 
second part is a small part of the budget, aff ecting 
relatively small population segments, it can be used 
to help mask the budget’s actual tax impact. 

When you just consider the fi rst part of the 2020 
budget, which comprises almost 96% of the budget 
and aff ects the population at large, rather than small 
segments of the population, you will fi nd the actual 
tax increase, aff ecting everyone, is 7.36%, rather 
than the 6.67% report in the paper.

Terence Dungan
New Paltz

Let’s get together yeah, yeah, yeah

“For our struggle is not against fl esh and blood, but 
against...the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

(Ephesians 6:12)

 “...what’s puzzling you is the nature of my game.”
(From the Rolling Stones’ Sympathy for the Devil)

To those with discerning hearts who believe in un-
seen dimensions, the present day acrimony in the 
nation is not merely a matter of policy diff erences; 
there is a spiritual dimension that infl uences the ma-
terial world in which humans dwell. To express this 
opinion the song “Let’s Get Together” from the fi lm 
The Parent Trap came to mind. However, I remem-
bered family members informing me that  “people 
who read the paper have never even heard of most 
of the songs you parody.” With this in view (as a 
compromise) I off er the following song inspired by 
the well known Beatles tune “Come Together” with 
the chorus  “Let’s Get Together” taken from The Par-
ent Trap.

Here come old slew foot  
He come speaking so smoothly
He got roaming eyeballs 
sells i-magi-nations 
thinks...he can do...just...what he please 
wants to cause deep hatred
it’s a nation’s disease

He talks to no one
He seems so distracted
He sees...all the  restless
then he speaks with loose lips
don’t...know much; but it’s plain to see
He calls a lie the truth
to sep-ar-ate you and me

He’s holding hearings 
He’s all bad production
He’s all hearsay witness
it’s so dull and boring
it’s shown on screens it’s just one big tease
watching the proceedings 
makes me so ill at ease

Most politicians 
they’re just...seeking glory 
let the...people speak out
let them...tell the story
truth should be our shining jewel
those who count it precious

help the people to  rule 

Fear’s bitter hatred
muddies...all the waters
it cause...strong divisions
between sons and daughters
It turns black to white
makes four and one equal three 
ain’t no way to live if people want to stay free

I hear a whistle 
it’s a slow train comin’
it’s the...call of judgement
it’s got...wheels of fi re
it speaks of what...will...come to be
the pure of heart can see it
and don’t fear its decree

(repeat chorus 8x)
Let’s get together, right now
yeah yeah yeah

George Civile
Gardiner

On Friday, December 6 -- we strike!

The Global Climate Strike on September 20 was 
powerful! Millions of people across the world walked 
out from school, their jobs and businesses and de-
manded action! Now, it’s time to do it again (and 
again, and again and as long as it takes) -- until our 
government and corporations do something about 
the climate crisis!

As you read this, emissions around the world are 
on the rise -- even while we face the sixth major ex-
tinction this remarkable planet has seen. What sets 
this major extinction event apart is that humans are 
causing it! We must make a change, if not for our-
selves or the fl ora and fauna, then for our children 
and the future of humanity!

On Friday, December 6 -- we strike! Details are to 
come, but plan on walking out at 12 p.m. Rally at 
Elting Library corner at 12:30 p.m. There will also 
be a sign-making gathering the same week. Look on 
Facebook for details and watch the paper for more 
information. 

Liz Elkin
New Paltz

Trump isn’t winning; we are losing

Paul Nathe’s November 21, 2019 “Adoration of 
Trump” letter is what we have come to expect from 
the acolytes of the Cult of Trump. After Mr. Nathe 
outlines an accurate description of a bumbling, ar-

rogant, inept president, he uses false or inaccurate 
statements to praise him.

 
“He beat a woman...” 
While an interesting phrase, he actually lost to the 

woman in the popular arena.
 
“…his dislike of putting our women and men in 

combat…” 
There are actually more military in the Middle 

East than before Trump took offi  ce. Only, now they 
are protecting dictators, oil fi elds and the interests 
of our traditional enemies instead of supporting our 
allies.

 
“…he lowered our corporate tax rates…that en-

courages capitalists to build their businesses in 
America.” 

The economy is chugging along for the wealthiest 
of Americans. Tax rebates pay for stock buybacks 
and investor dividends, not production expansion. 

“Employment in America is soaring...”
The jobless rate has gone down as desperate wage 

earners pick up jobs they are over-qualifi ed for or 
taking second jobs to fi ll in wage gaps.

Mr. Nathe paints a rosy picture of the quirky 
Trump. In reality, Mr. Trump is a grifter who has 
moved into the White House to set up a family busi-
ness, installed lobbyists to head government pro-
grams and put incompetents in charge of every 
agency that is supposed to look out for Americans. 
He has weakened the stature of America around the 
world and he has accepted foreign interference in 
our government as long as it benefi ts him. He has 
drained the swamp and backfi lled it with a cesspool. 
Trump isn’t winning; we are losing.

Lastly, Bless is not the verb I would inject after in-
voking the name the Lord with regards to Mr. Trump.

Ted Reiss
New Paltz
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LLC
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF Doyle H.R. 
Consulting LLC.  Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
10/25/2019.  Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. The Post Of-
fi ce address to which 
the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC 
served upon him is 
P.O. Box 41, Esopus, 
NY 12561. Purpose of 
LLC: To engage in any 
and all business activ-
ities permitted under 
the laws of the State 
of New York. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
OF VRL COMPUTER 
P R O G R A M M I N G , 
LLC Art. of Org. fi led 
with Sec. of State 
10/25/2019. Off . loc.in 
Ulster CO. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of process VICTO-
RIA R. LUNDGREN, 
80 HUNT ROAD, 
WALLKILL, NY 12589. 
Any lawful business. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Hudson Val-
ley Mobile Dumpsters 
LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led in the De-
partment of State of 
New York on July 17, 
2019.
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County
Principal Business 
Location: Ulster 
County, New York 
Purpose:  Any and all 
lawful business activi-
ties
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Hudson Valley Mo-
bile Dumpsters LLC 
– 613 Abeel Street, 
Kingston, New York 
12401 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of: Forest Air Heating 
& Cooling LLC. Arts 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 10/17/2019. 

Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the domestic 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to the LLC, 134 
South Street, Marl-
boro, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 3537 RT 9W, LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/23/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
Stephen Lawrence, 
218 Dupont Ave, New-
burgh, NY 12550. Pur-
pose: any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of 10 N. Chestnut 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/25/2019. Of-
fi ce Location  85 So 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Mari and Ko Bou-
tique LLC.
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with NYS 
Dept. of State (SSNY) 
on 10/21/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County at 263 Tuck-
ers corners Rd, High-
land, NY 12528.
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
may be served.
SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process 
to: 263 Tuckers Cor-
ners Rd, Highland, 
New York 12528.
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

 LEGAL NOTICE
T & K 225 PROPER-
TIESLLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 10/23/19. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 225 Downs 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 

lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of E.M. Vintage 
House LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/5/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: c/o The LLC, 
3 Maple Ave, St 3, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
SPIEGEL PROPER-
TIES, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 11/12/2019. 
Offi  ce: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 46 Haes-
sig Glen Rd. Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Rose Mt. LLC. Art. 
of Org. fi led Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 11/8/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 234 Tinker 
St, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.

LEGAL NOTICE
REVIVE APPAREL 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
11/7/19. Off . Loc. : Erie 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, c/o Mari-
ana Militello, P.O. Box 
3,Clarence, NY 14031. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of Chestnut Market 
Holdings LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 11/19/2019 Of-
fi ce Location  536 
Main Street (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Stree, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

 LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):  Bas-
Ca, LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on November 
15, 2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Carlos Vil-
legas, 232 Hillside 
Lane, Ellenville, New 
York 12428. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or 
activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 5401 Route 212 
LLC. Art. of Org. fi led 
Sec’y of State (SSNY) 
11/8/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
234 Tinker St, Wood-
stock, NY 12498. Pur-
pose: any lawful ac-
tivities.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
598 Albany Post LLC.  
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/19/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Luis Martinez 
22 North Front Street 
New Paltz NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Blue Ocean Mars LLC, 
a domestic LLC, fi led
with the SSNY on 
11/12/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY is
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 8 Ma-
jestic Woods Drive,
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: any lawful. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 

of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Heart & Soul K-9 LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/7/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: The LLC, 
107 Sand Hill Road, 
Gardiner, N.Y. 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Hudson Valley 
Practice Association, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/19/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 250 Tuyten-
bridge Road, P.O. Box 
1488, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that a public 
hearing will be held 
by the Board of Trust-
ees of the Village of 
New Paltz on Decem-
ber 11th, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m. at New Paltz Vil-
lage Hall, 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz, 
New York regard-
ing the addition of a 
Home Sprinkler Law 
to the Village Code
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE that 
any resident of the 
Village of New Paltz 
is entitled to be heard 
upon said proposed 
Local Law at such 
public hearing.  Cop-
ies of said proposed 
Local Law are avail-
able for review at:
New Paltz Village Hall
25 Plattekill Avenue
New Paltz, NY
The Village of New 
Paltz will make every 
eff ort to assure that 
the hearing is acces-
sible to persons with 
disabilities.  Anyone 
requiring special as-
sistance and/or rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions should contact 
the Village Clerk.
BY ORDER OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUST-
EES OF THE VILLAGE 
OF NEW PALTZ.
Dated: October 25, 
2019
Alberta Shaw, Village 

Clerk
Village of New Paltz

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Sign is Posted: 
   
November 23, 2019
Project Name:  
PB19-23
Applicant:  
Lagusta Yearwood
For: Change of Use 
(Retail to Restaurant) 
and Special Use Per-
mit
Location:  
11 Church Street
Tax Map Number: 
86.143-1-4
Date and Time of 
Public Hearing: 
December 3, 2019 at 
7:00 PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the Public Hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the Agenda. 
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary by e-mail 
(planningzoning@
villageofnewpaltz.
org) or at the address 
listed above. All rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions will be made for 
persons with disabili-
ties. In such a case, 
please notify the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary in advance 
so that arrangements 
can be made.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 
that a license, number 
"Pending" for beer, ci-
der, liquor and wine, 
has been applied for 
by the undersigned to 
sell beer, cider, liquor 
and wine, at retail in 
a restaurant under 
the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Law at 
11 Old Rte. 299 New 
Paltz NY 12561 Ulster 
County for on prem-
ises consumption.
ORALE MEXICO, INC
11 OLD RTE. 299
NEW PALTZ NY 12561

LEGAL NOTICE
Supplementary Pro-
bate Citation. File 
No. 2019-187. Sur-
rogate’s Court of 
Greene County Cita-
tion. The people of 
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the state of New York. 
By the Grace of God 
Free and Indepen-
dent. To: Samantha 
K. Schmidt, 7206 
Bair Road, NW Wash-
ington, DC 20012. A 
petition having been 
duly fi led by Benta-
Vos, who is domi-
ciled at 6102 St. Hwy 
5 #6 Palatine Bridge, 
NY 13428. You are 
cited to show cause 
before the Surro-
gate’s Court, Greene 
County, at 320 Main 
Street, Catskill, NY, 
on January 15, 2020at 
1:30 p.m., in the af-
ternoon of that day, 
why a decree should 
not be made in the 
estate of Donald Paul 
Schmidt, lately domi-
ciled at 6000 Main 
Street, Tannersville, 
NY 12485. Admit-
ting to probate a will 
dated January 29, 
2015, as the will of 
Donald Paul Schmidt 
deceased, relating 
to real and personal 
property, and direct-
ed that Letters Testa-
mentary issue to Ben-
taVos. Hon Charles M. 
Trailleur, Surrogate, 
November 14, 2019. 
Note: This citation is 
served upon you as 
required by law. You 
are not required to 
appear. If you fail to 
appear it will be as-
sumed you do not 
object to the relief 
requested. You have a 
right to have an attor-
ney appear for you.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 
York, on the appli-
cation of  Glidepath 
Power Solutions- for 
property at Route 9W. 
(SBL: 88.1-3-3.200), 
Highland NY, 12528, 
seeking commercial 
site plan approval 
for a lithium battery 
energy storage sys-
tem facility at the in-
tersection of 9W and 
Route 299 that will 
provide capacity and 
ancillary services to 
the regional electric 
grid.  
The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, 
December 5, 2019 at 
7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.
Date: November 22, 
2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 

117, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am – 
4:30pm, or email 
us at loddo-kelly@
townofl loyd.com 

 LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby 
given that a public 
hearing will be held 
by the Town of Lloyd 
Planning Board, Ul-
ster County, State 
of New York, on the 
application of  Joyful 
Moments Childcare, 
LLC- for property at 
620 New Paltz Rd. 
(SBL: 87.10-6-5), 
Highland NY, 12528, 
seeking a special use 
permit to relocate a 
childcare business to 
a new location.
The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, 
December 5, 2019 at 
7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.
Date: November 22, 
2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 
117, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am – 
4:30pm, or email 
us at loddo-kelly@
townofl loyd.com 

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby 
given that a public 
hearing will be held 
by the Town of Lloyd 
Planning Board, Ul-
ster County, State 
of New York, on the 
application of  RTH 
Holdings,- for prop-
erty at Upper North 
Rd. (SBL: 80.3-1-16), 
Highland NY, 12528, 
proposing to con-
struct 12,000 sq ft 
warehouse and offi  ce 
space building along 
with associated park-
ing and loading area. 
The proposed multi-
use passive building 
is intended to be con-
structed on a 3.4 acre 
vacant parcel.
The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, 
December 5, 2019 at 
7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.
Date: November 22, 
2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 
117, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am – 
4:30pm, or email 
us at loddo-kelly@
townofl loyd.com 

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 
York, on the applica-
tion of  Auto Zone,- 
for property at 3668 
Route 9W. (SBL: 96.1-
4-18.241), Highland 
NY, 12528, seeking 
commercial site plan 
approval for a land 
development project 
that will consist of a 
6,816 sq ft single story 
structure for the re-
tail sale of auto parts.
The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, 
December 5, 2019 at 
7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.
Date: November 22, 
2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 
117, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am – 
4:30pm, or email 
us at loddo-kelly@
townofl loyd.com 

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 
York, on the applica-
tion of Cusa, Sal,- for 
property at North 
Road. (SBL: 88.1-4-
8.225), Highland NY, 
12528, proposing to 
subdivide lot 88.1-4-
8.225 into 5 lots for 
single family resi-
dences.
The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, 
December 5, 2019 at 
7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.
Date: November 22, 
2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 
117, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am – 
4:30pm, or email 
us at loddo-kelly@
townofl loyd.com 

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF LLOYD 
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing 
will be held by the 
Town of Lloyd Plan-
ning Board, Ulster 
County, State of New 

York, on the applica-
tion of The Views at 
Highland, applicant is 
seeking commercial 
site plan approval to 
redevelop property 
at 3715-3725 Route 
9W (SBL 95.2-2-12.100 
& 12.200) for a mixed-
use commercial and 
residential develop-
ment with related 
parking and land-
scaping.
The public hearing 
will take place at the 
Town of Lloyd Town 
Hall on Thursday, 
December 5, 2019 at 
7:00PM, or as soon 
thereafter as may be 
heard.
Date: November 25, 
2019
Any questions, call 
(845) 691-2144 Ext. 
117, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am – 
4:30pm, or email 
us at loddo-kelly@
townofl loyd.com

LEGAL NOTICE
SUMMARY BOND 
RESOLUTION, DAT-
ED NOVEMBER 21, 
2019, AUTHORIZ-
ING THE ISSUANCE 
OF UP TO $75,000 
AGGREGATE PRIN-
CIPAL AMOUNT 
SERIAL BONDS OF 
THE TOWN OF NEW 
PALTZ, COUNTY OF 
ULSTER, STATE OF 
NEW YORK, PURSU-
ANT TO THE LOCAL 
FINANCE LAW, TO 
FINANCE THE COSTS 
OF THE ACQUISI-
TION OF COMPUT-
ERS FOR THE TOWN.
WHEREAS, the Town 
Board of the Town 
of New Paltz (the 
“Town”), located in 
the County of Ulster, 
in the State of New 
York (the “State”), 
hereby determines 
that it is in the public 
interest of the Town 
to authorize the fi -
nancing of the costs 
of the acquisition of 
computers for the 
Town, including any 
preliminary and inci-
dental costs related 
thereto, at a total 
cost not to exceed 
$75,000, all in accor-
dance with the Local 
Finance Law;
NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED 
by the Town Board 
of the Town of New 
Paltz, County of Ul-
ster, State of New 
York, as follows:

Section 1.   
There is hereby au-
thorized to be issued 
serial bonds of the 
Town in the aggregate 
principal amount of 
up to $75,000, pur-
suant to the Local Fi-
nance Law, in order 
to fi nance the costs 

of the acquisition of 
computers, includ-
ing any preliminary 
and incidental costs 
related thereto (the 
“Project”).

Section 2.  It is 
hereby determined 
that the Project is a 
specifi c object or pur-
pose, or of a class of 
object or purpose, de-
scribed in subdivision 
81(a) of paragraph a 
of Section 11.00 of the 
Local Finance Law 
and that the period 
of probable useful-
ness of the Project is 
ten (10) years.  Such 
serial bonds autho-
rized in the bond res-
olution summarized 
herein shall have a 
maximum maturity 
of fi ve (5) years com-
puted from the ear-
lier of (a) the date of 
the fi rst issue of such 
serial bonds or (b) the 
date of the fi rst issue 
of bond anticipation 
notes issued in antici-
pation of the issuance 
of such serial bonds.

Section 3. The 
Town Board has as-
certained and hereby 
states that (a) the es-
timated maximum 
cost of the Project 
is $75,000; (b) no 
money has hereto-
fore been authorized 
to be applied to the 
payment of the costs 
of the Project; (c) the 
Town Board plans to 
fi nance the costs of 
the Project from the 
proceeds of the serial 
bonds authorized in 
the bond resolution 
summarized herein, 
or from the proceeds 
of bond anticipation 
notes issued in antici-
pation of such serial 
bonds; (d) the matu-
rity of the obligations 
authorized in the 
bond resolution sum-
marized herein may 
not be in excess of 
fi ve (5) years; and (e) 
on or before the ex-
penditure of moneys 
to pay for any costs of 
the Project for which 
proceeds of such ob-
ligations are to be 
applied to reimburse 
the Town, the Town 
Board took “offi  cial 
action” for federal 
income tax purposes 
to authorize capital fi -
nancing of such item.

Section 4. 
Each of the serial 
bonds authorized in 
the bond resolution 
summarized herein 
and any bond antici-
pation notes issued 
in anticipation of the 
issuance of such se-
rial bonds shall con-
tain the recital of va-

lidity prescribed by 
Section 52.00 of the 
Local Finance Law.  
The faith and credit 
of the Town is hereby 
and shall be irrevo-
cably pledged for the 
punctual payment of 
the principal of and 
interest on all obliga-
tions authorized and 
issued pursuant to 
the bond resolution 
summarized herein 
as the same shall be-
come due.

Section 5.   
A complete copy of 
the bond resolution 
summarized herein 
is available for pub-
lic inspection dur-
ing regular business 
hours at the Offi  ce 
of the Town Clerk, 
52 Clearwater Road, 
New Paltz, New York 
12561 for a period of 
twenty days from the 
date of this publica-
tion.
 
TOWN OF NEW 
PALTZ
COUNTY OF ULSTER, 
NEW YORK
ESTOPPEL NOTICE
The bond resolution, 
a summary of which 
is published here-
with, was adopted by 
the Town Board of the 
Town of New Paltz, 
located in the County 
of Ulster, State of New 
York (the “Town”) on 
November 21, 2019.  
The validity of the ob-
ligations authorized 
by such bond resolu-
tion may be hereafter 
contested only if such 
obligations were au-
thorized for an object 
or purpose, or class 
of object or purpose, 
for which the Town 
is not authorized to 
expend money, or if 
the provisions of law 
which should have 
been complied with 
as of the date of the 
publication of this no-
tice were not substan-
tially complied with, 
and an action, suit or 
proceeding contest-
ing such validity is 
commenced within 
twenty (20) days af-
ter the date of publi-
cation of this notice, 
or if such obligations 
were authorized in 
violation of the pro-
visions of the Consti-
tution of the State of 
New York.

Date:  November 22, 
2019
ROSANNA ROSEN-
KRANSE
Town Clerk
Town of New Paltz, 
New York
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We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

more 
than

expected
holiday shopping 
savings now and 

throughout the year

add a
new choice advantages 

 

Savings at participating retail 
stores, gas and dining gift cards, 
concerts, sports events, theater 

tickets and so much more.

to learn more visit
advantage.salisburybank.info, 

any of our branches, or call  
Customer Support at 860.596.2444

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT 

LOCAL!!! 
With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.

Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200

ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY

A miscellany of Hudson Valley art, entertainment and adventure  |  Calendar & Classifieds |  Issue 10 |  Mar.  10 – 17
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Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME

O

JON R. LUINI | CHIME
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New Paltz Church Council 
kicks off Holy Week with

Sports

New Paltz

New Paltz

A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

14

22

by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz

11

New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 

Give a lit
tle

… Get a little… 

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________
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