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CITY GOVERNMENT

Clouds over the Kingstonian
Neil Bender challenges city official’s ruling on Uptown project; incoming Common Council
president takes issue with planning board decision BY JESSE J. SMITH

A

real estate investor with

extensive holdings in Uptown
Kingston has filed an action
with city zoning officials that
could derail or at least seriously delay a proposed mixed-use devel-

opment project in the Stockade District.
Attorneys for Neil Bender argue that
a ruling by the city’s zoning enforcement
officer places owners of existing properties
at a business disadvantage and creates
an incentive to demolish buildings in

the historic neighborhood — rather than
adapt them to new uses.
The brief, filed with the city by Rhinebeck-based attorney Victoria Polidoro on
Nov. 26, asks the Kingston Zoning Board
of Appeals to overturn a finding by Zoning

Enforcement Officer Eric Kitchen regarding the proposed Kingstonian project.
The proposal by JM Development
LLC — a partnership between New
Windsor developer Joe Bonura Jr. and
(continued on page 2)

CITY GOVERNMENT

City budget
passes
Not a ‘no’ vote
to be found on
$44.4 million
2020 spending plan

T

BY JESSE J. SMITH
he Kingston Common
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Remembering a gem

N

ext Wednesday, Dec. 11 from

4-7 p.m. at 63 Main St., Friends of
Historic Kingston and Blauweiss
Media are hosting an open mic
where the public is invited to a free event
to share memories and anecdotes about
the Old Post Office in commemoration
of the 50th anniversary of its demolition.
The event will be recorded and archived
by Radio Kingston. There will be hot cider
and cookies and an official “toast” at 6 p.m.
The event takes place in a beautiful gallery setting featuring Stephen Blauweiss’
extensive photographic exhibition about
Midtown, which will close after this event.
What follows is an excerpt from “The
Life & Death of the Kingston Post Office:
A Story of an American Community

Through the Eyes of an Architectural
Gem” by Stephen Blauweiss and Karen
Berelowitz, published last year:

“The post office was becoming too
cramped to accommodate the quantity
(continued on page 2)

Council on Dec. 3 unanimously approved a 2020
budget that freezes the
tax levy for the fifth year
in a row, while funding pay hikes for
lawmakers, a dozen new positions in city
government and new amenities like Wi-Fi
in city parks.
The budget developed by Mayor Steve
Noble and City Comptroller John Tuey was
passed by the council largely unchanged.
The spending plan totals $44,464,333.
Of that, $17,650,940 will be funded
through property taxes. Property tax
rates for residential properties will decline from $9.73 per $1,000 of assessed
property value to $9.04. The tax rate for
“bon-homestead” commercial properties will drop from $15.59 per $1,000 to
$14.24. The budget will also place more
than $1 million in the city’s contingency
fund to pay retroactive raises and other
costs associates with an expected settle(continued on page 7)

FACES OF KINGSTON
Morgan Y. Evans

Jared Ashdown

I

t was our pleasure for this week’s

FoK to speak with very active local musician,
Beverly staffer and all around great dude
Jared Ashdown on growing up here, as well
as the arts and evolving pulse of the city.
Morgan Y. Evans: How long have you worked
at The Beverly? What do you enjoy about being
part of the place and what they offer?
(continued on page 9)

Jared Ashdown.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Clouds over the Kingstonian
Continued from Page 1

Kingston’s Brad Jordan — would replace a municipal
parking lot on North Front Street with a 143-unit
apartment complex and 400-space parking garage.
A second element of the proposal calls for demolition
of a brick warehouse on Fair Street Extension and
its replacement with a 29-unit boutique hotel and
commercial space.
Kitchen’s ruling came in response to a legal memo
from an attorney hired by critics of the project who
argued that the city zoning code’s Mixed Use Overlay
District, where the bulk of the project would sit, does
not permit new construction, only adaptive reuse of existing structures. In his decision, Kitchen rejected that
argument and determined that another requirement
of the MUOD — that 20 percent of all new residential
units in the district be set aside for affordable housing
— did not apply to new construction.
The project was initially designed without an affordable housing component but in October, following
negotiations with Mayor Steve Noble, the developers
agreed to add 14 affordable units to the proposal — 10
percent of the total.
Polidoro mounted her challenge on behalf of
Neil Bender. Bender owns an extensive portfolio of
residential and commercial holdings in Downtown
Manhattan and Rhinebeck. In recent years, Bender
has invested heavily in Uptown Kingston real estate.
He is currently the owner four properties within
the MUOD, including the former Kingston City
School District headquarters at 61 Crown Street

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center
260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to
Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care
with Healing and Compassion”
OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS,
WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

and 311, 317 and 323 Wall Street. In her appeal to
the ZBA, Polidoro argues that Kitchen’s ruling that
new residential construction is both permitted in
the MUOD and exempt from affordable housing
rules renders the zoning code “meaningless” — and
places owners of existing buildings, like Bender, at
an unfair disadvantage.
In her letter, Polidoro argued the intent of the
MUOD was clearly to encourage the adaptive reuse
of existing structures. Such development, she noted,
is significantly more costly than new construction.
If allowed to stand, Polidoro wrote, Kitchen’s ruling
would place the burden of the MUOD’s 20 percent
affordable housing set-aside entirely on owners of
existing structures, while letting developers of new
buildings off the hook.
“The determination incentivizes the demolition of
historic structures and places the owners of existing
buildings on a lower footing than owners of vacant
lots,” Polidoro wrote. “The applicants are compelled
to appeal the determination because of the disparate
impact that it has on their ability to develop their
properties for residential uses.”
In the appeal, Polidoro urges the ZBA to overturn
Kitchen’s ruling and find that new residential construction is not permitted in the MUOD or, if it is, is
subject to the same affordable housing rules as existing

Remembering a gem
Continued from Page 1

of mail flowing through a growing city. By the mid1960s, the former Fuller Shirt Factory on nearby Pine
Grove Avenue was being used for additional storage
space. In August 1965, Postmaster Oscar Newkirk
announced that a new, larger facility would be built
on the site of a ball field, across from the Shirt Factory
on Cornell and Smith Streets. Opening in 1967, the
34,590-square-foot, rather bland brick structure on
three acres cost $1.3 million (about $10 million in
today’s dollars). It is still in use today.
“One dollar, that was the price the City of Kingston
could have paid the Treasury Department for the old
post office after the new Cornell Street facility was in
operation. The offer came with one stipulation: that
it remain available for municipal use. Imagine what a
library it would have made, right by the high school in
the center of town! City historian Ed Ford suggested
it be converted into a police station.
“The mayor at the time, Raymond Garraghan,
however, felt that heating the large space with its

buildings. Polidoro and Bender did not return a call
seeking comment.

‘Diligent eyes and thorough process’
While Bender issued a challenge to the zoning
determination, the soon-to-be-second-ranking elected official in the city has taken aim at the Kingston
Planning Board’s review of the proposal. Alderwoman
Andrea Shaut (D-Ward 9) is set to become alderwoman-at-large next month when she takes over from
long-serving Common Council President James Noble
Jr. In a Nov. 25 email to the Planning Board, Shaut,
after thanking the board for its hard work with “the
complex dealings” of the Kingstonian, characterized as
“discouraging” the board’s recent decision to quantify
the proposal’s visual impact on the neighborhood as
“No/Small,” rather than “Moderate/Large” on a form
describing the project’s possible impacts.
Shaut wrote she believed a project the size of the
Kingstonian would inevitably have a significant visual
impact on the neighborhood. “Many folks eagerly await
positive aspects of the Kingstonian, but the desire of
the positive impacts should not blind the possibility
of consequences that such a development can bring,”
wrote Shaut. “Only with diligent eyes and thorough
process do I trust that this project can become a valuable asset to Uptown and the entire city.”
coal-burning boiler would be prohibitively expensive,
that it lacked sufficient parking for a government
building, and that the city did not have the money
to make repairs (some recall that the skylights were
leaking). Mayor Garraghan preferred to have it sold
and put on the city’s tax rolls.
“Ulster County was also offered the same deal, but
did not come forward. The story that has been told
for years and has become city lore, that any nonprofit
organization could also have bought the building for
one dollar, is erroneous, as the federal government’s
offer applied only to public entities. The U.S. government put the building up for sale in April 1968. After
multiple rounds, the winning bid was submitted by
National Mechanical Corporation, which purchased
it for $70,000 in February 1969. They resold it eight
months later to Ralston Purina’s Checkerboard Properties, later Foodmaker, for $110,000, which announced
plans to open a fast food restaurant.
“While many assumed the building would simply
be repurposed as a food service establishment, it was
soon announced that the company planned to tear
it down. A group of local activists contacted the new
owner and local officials in a desperate attempt to
save it, but it was too late; the demolition had been
approved.”

Community health

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to
schedule a tour, please call our admissions ofﬁce at
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

Give Yourself Or Loved One The
Gift Of Sobriety For The Holidays

John G. Rusk

255 Fair Street
Kingston, NY
(845) 331-4100

Daniel J. Rusk

w w w.r wh m.com

1390 Route 9W
Marlboro, NY
(845) 236-4411

Helping Injured People for Generations

After hours and weekends, call
Sue Heath (845) 532-2418
Daytime hours, call Admissions (845) 626-3555

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Catastrophic Injuries
Traumatic Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Car / Truck Crashes
Slip and Fall
Dangerous Premises
Dog Bites/Vicious Animal

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen
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our respective districts.
“Senator Amedore has always been a gentleman
and an engaged, worthy colleague as we did our best
together to advance the needs of the good people of
New York State,” Cahill continued. “We collaborated on
legislation and cooperated on several local projects. In
years past, it was George’s vote that gave his party the
majority and now in the minority party, Senator Amedore has risen to the highest ranks. George Amedore
deserves our gratitude and best wishes as he pursues
more time with his family and community.”

George’s out
Amedore won’t run
for another term
in state Senate
BY ULSTER PUBLISHING STAFF

S

Sore Feet?

tate Sen. George Amedore, (R-Rot-

terdam) announced Friday, Nov. 29 that he
will not seek re-election next year.
Amedore represents the 46th Senate
District, including locally the City of Kingston and the towns of Ulster, Saugerties, Woodstock,
Hurley, Esopus, Marbletown and Lloyd, as well as
parts and wholes of other, more upstate, counties.
“After careful consideration and reflection, I have
decided not to seek re-election to the New York State
Senate in 2020. I truly believe in public service and
giving back to the community, and it has been a great
honor to serve the residents of the 46th Senate District,” Amedore, who works as a housing developer in
the greater Albany area, stated in a press release sent
out Friday noontime. “As I have said in the past, I did
not intend to be a career politician, and at this time,
this is the right decision for
my family and me.”
Last year, Amedore had
fended off a challenge from
Pat Strong of Kingston to
win his third term as senator. For next year’s election,
two Democratic hopefuls
have already emerged —
Jeff Collins, a Woodstock
educator who founded
the Hudson Valley Sudbury School, and Michelle
Hinchey of Saugerties, who
works in communications
representing tech and media companies and is the
daughter of the late assemblyman and congressman
Maurice Hinchey.
“While Senator Amedore and I have differences on
the issues, I thank him for his service and wish him
well in his future endeavors,” Michelle Hinchey said in
a statement Friday afternoon. “I’m excited to continue
meeting with families across the 46th to find ways that
we can improve the lives of those in our community.”
Collins said in a statement that Amedore’s departure is a sign of the changing times in the Empire State,
and that it was “time for new leadership” in the 46th, a
district long alleged and widely believed to have been

New
Patients
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!
PHYLLIS McCABE

State Sen. George Amedore.
gerrymandered to benefit
Republicans.
“We are heading towards single-payer health
insurance. We are heading
towards equal rights for all,
regardless of gender, race
or sexual orientation,” said
Collins. “We are heading
towards a renewal of upstate,
through building the 21st
Century Rural Economy
based on investing in upstate
infrastructure, expanded access to trade and technical education, and through the
growth of local, renewable energy systems. It is time
for new thinking and new leadership and embracing
the changes that will move us all forward.”
Assemblyman Kevin Cahill had kind words for
Amedore, whom he called his “friend and colleague.”
“Prior to entering the Senate, we shared leadership
of the Assembly Energy Committee, with George as
the ranking minority member when I served as chair,”
said Cahill (D-Kingston) in a statement. “We have also
represented significant communities in common in

‘As I have said in the past, I
did not intend to be a career
politician, and at this time,
this is the right decision for
my family and me.’
— State Sen. George Amedore

Dr. Jonathan Sumber

845•331•0601 | 190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

CATSKILL

Baallet

THEATRE

presents

The Nutcracker

performed in its entirety and featuring guest artists

December 13th & 14th at 7:30 p.m.
December 15th at 2 p.m.
Ulster Performing Arts Center
601 Broadway Kingston, NY
Tickets available at Ticketmaster or UPAC Box Office
(800) 745-3000
(845) 339-6088
Tickets $30

Seniors & Students $25

“Catskill Ballet Theatre’s ‘The Nutcracker’ is superb!”
-Daily Freeman
www.catskillballet.org

Tally continues in DA’s race

T

he count continues in the race for

Ulster County district attorney, with the
process now under the supervision of state
Supreme Court Justice Richard McNally.
Last week, election officials completed their count
of absentee and affidavit ballots, leaving Democrat
Dave Clegg with a 45-vote lead over Republican Mike
Kavanagh. On Wednesday, Dec. 4, both sides appeared
in court to begin the process of counting or dismissing
289 ballots that have been subject to challenges.
According to Republican Election Commissioner
Tom Turco, the first day in court ended with nine ballots accepted by both sides, validated by the judge and
added to the count. Of those, five went to Kavanagh
and four to Clegg, cutting the Democrat’s lead to 44.
According to Turco, McNally advised both sides to
go through the remaining challenged ballots and categorize the objections — for example, if it is an affidavit
ballot issue, or incorrect markings on the envelope of
an absentee, or other perceived irregularities. The two
sides are due back in court on Friday, Dec. 6 when
McNally is expected to rule on how to proceed with
the remaining challenges. “Friday will be a big day to
see where this is all going,” said Turco.
If the final vote count remains close, it could trigger a county law that would force election officials to
go back and recount every ballot cast in the election.
Under the 2011 law, the mandatory recount is triggered
anytime the unofficial count ends with a margin of
victory less than two-tenths of 1 percent in any race
where 3,000 or more ballots were cast. Some 55,000
Ulster County voters participated in the Clegg-Kavanagh contest.
JESSE J. SMITH

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES
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BRIEFLY NOTED
Good progress reported
on KHS renovation
Work on the second phase of
the $137.5 million Kingston High
School Second Century renovation project continues to move
forward, with school officials saying it’s coming in ahead of schedule and under budget. That’s
potentially good news for Harry L.
Edson Elementary School, which
was left out of a $16 million
facilities improvement proposal in
early October.
During an update on the work
at Kingston High School last
month, representatives from
project manager BBL Construction Services told school board
trustees that the Second Century
project is around $1.5 million
under budget.
“One of our goals with that [extra] money is to maybe do some
of the work at Edson that we’ve
talked about,” said Superintendent Paul Padalino at the Nov. 20
school board meeting.
In early October, work at Edson
was dropped from a $16 mil-

lion facilities improvement plan
when bids came in higher than
anticipated when voters approved
the project in May 2018. The
$16 million will instead be split
roughly down the middle, with
projects at M. Clifford Miller
Middle School estimated to cost
$7.9 million and those at John
F. Kennedy Elementary School
$8.1 million. Edson, which school
officials say needs numerous
renovations from the roof to the
windows and beyond, was cut
from the five-year capital project,
but could ultimately benefit from
savings at Kingston High.
Recent work at Kingston High
School includes renovations in
the Wendell Scherer Auditorium,
which has received new lighting
and stage flooring, and will soon
have its seating replaced as well.
Painting of the ceiling and sprinkler piping upgrades are also
nearing completion.
“It’s so much brighter in there
with the new lighting,” said Carlee
Yavanski of BBL. “It looks great.”
Less glamorous but no less important is renovation work being
done in bathrooms throughout
the high school’s main building,
which has recently seen the

Help for the holiday
Ulster BOCES SkillsUSA students recently met their club’s
community service commitment
by ensuring that families in
the local community enjoyed a
delicious Thanksgiving feast.
The students collected non-perishable items including instant
mashed potatoes, canned green
beans, corn, carrots, gravy, cranberry sauce, mushroom soup,
applesauce and stuffing. Students from the Fashion Design
& Merchandising program also
made reusable cloth shopping
bags that were included with the
donations. Turkeys — the center
of the holiday meal — were donated by the Career & Technical
Center’s staff.

saw-cutting for underground piping and in-filling completed.
Elsewhere, electrical and mechanical roughing is underway on
upper floors of the main building,
and patching in other areas is
being completed. Framing of an
adaptive physical education room
is also ongoing.
“We’ve accomplished a lot of

PHOTO PROVIDED

Ulster BOCES Transitional Occupations program students and
SkillsUSA members William Markle (left) and Cooper Plantier,
both of the Kingston City School District, pack bags with donated
food for the Ulster BOCES annual Thanksgiving food drive.
work in the last month,” said
Yavanski.
CRISPIN KOTT

Winter farmers
market debut
The indoor Kingston Winter
Farmers Market is opening for
the season this Saturday, Dec.
7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Old

ENVIRONMENT

Arborial adieu
City’s green project changing the local treescape

T

he removal earlier this year of 25

linden trees on Pine Grove Avenue shocked
and dismayed many Kingston residents.
But according to Mayor Steve Noble and
Superintendent of Department of Public
Works Edward Norman, the trees had to be taken
down because of an upgrade to a sewer line, which
was located beneath the median.
Four of the trees were salvaged and replanted at sites
elsewhere in the city. The mayor said once the project
is completed in the fall, the city will plant 20 new trees
on Pine Grove and new plantings and landscaping will
be maintained by Fuller Holdings LLC and
the YMCA, which adjoin the area.
“My administration has worked tirelessly to protect our city’s natural resources
and create more green space,” Noble wrote
in an email, citing the recently completed
Open Space Plan and Natural Resources
Inventory. The mayor noted that the city
has received two tree-related grants of
$50,000 each, one of which funded a tree
inventory and the other the removal of dead or dying
trees and maintenance.
But as the loss of the lindens illustrated, the city’s
re-engineering of streets and sidewalks for green initiatives comes at an ironic cost: the removal of mature
shade trees and mid-sized and smaller trees — some
thriving, some unhealthy — which in most cases will
be replaced by new trees.
City officials appear to be are taking an approach
that will result in the loss of mature trees and bluestone
sidewalks, rather than an approach that could have
saved some trees and bluestone. Kristen Wilson, the
city’s director of grants management, defended that
approach as prudent in terms of cost, and said the city
is doing its best to preserve the few slabs of historic

BY LYNN WOODS

bluestone which still remain on Broadway. (According
to the current plan, the bluestone sidewalk will be
preserved in front of UPAC; elsewhere, presumably
the city will be depositing the removed bluestone in
its bluestone bank.)
The most significant of these projects is the Broadway Streetscape, which will install a new roadway and
cement sidewalks from St. James to Grand Street,
including new traffic lanes, redesigned cross walks
and storm-water-absorbing bioswales. The project will
require the removal of all of the existing 71 trees. They
include two mature sycamores in front of the YMCA,

Dutch Church’s Bethany Hall on
Wall Street in Uptown Kingston.
The market will feature live music
by jazz guitarist Michael Hollis,
hot food from Samosa Shack and
Willow Pond Sheep Farm and hard
cider tastings by Abandoned Cider.
There will be more than 20
vendors on hand, offering a wide
variety of foods from local farms.

cared for, and it takes a long time for them to mature.” When Wilson addressed the issue at the Tree
Commission’s June 11 meeting, she said sidewalk
upheaval from the sycamores made it impossible to
save the trees. But members of the commission said
there were solutions. “Increasing the size of the tree
well and shaving some of the exposed roots can help,”
commissioner Lin Fagan later wrote in an email. “The
sidewalk itself can be mounded slightly to make room
for the tree roots.” Wilson disputed this, saying in a
later interview the roots won’t stop growing even if
the sidewalks were mounded.
The Tree Commission also expressed disapproval
of the bioswales, which members said require a lot
of maintenance. Wilson said the city is developing a
maintenance plan and will partner with the Kingston
Land Trust.
Julia Farr, executive director of the Kingston Land
Trust, wrote in an email that because the Broadway
Streetscape is considered part of the Greenline, which
is a joint initiative between the city and
the trust, she attended some of the meetings with the city and the engineer and
made recommendations. “The urban
reality is that trees unfortunately often
get the short end of the stick if there
are competing needs for land use,” Farr
wrote, noting that she had asked the engineers to identify healthy trees but was
told ultimately none could be saved. “In
the case of Broadway, there are competing green uses,
as the trees are being removed to make way for the
bioswales, which are green infrastructure that reduce
polluted water from entering into our water bodies.”
After the new infrastructure is in place, 74 trees will
be planted along the Broadway corridor, some within
the bioswales, along with 190 shrubs and 1,300 smaller
plants, according to Wilson. The types of trees include
serviceberry, black tupelo, hackberry, little leaf linden
and burr oak — species selected with input from the
Tree Commission.
“This is an opportunity to re-evaluate trees, choosing those that are best for a sustainable future,” Farr
said. “A lot of mistakes were made in the past regarding
street trees,” including not just the planting of the
sycamores but Bradford pears, a pretty but fatally
weak tree that tends to drop its branches and blow
over in a storm.
Indeed, the Tree Commission is in agreement on

‘A LITTLE MORE CONSIDERATION COULD LEAD
TO MORE TRUST AND BETTER OUTCOMES. EVEN
IF WE SAVE ONLY 20 PERCENT OF THE TREES [IN
A PROJECT], IT’S BETTER THAN SAVING NONE.’
— SARAH WENK, CITY TREE COMMISSIONER
which has prompted pushback from tree advocates.
Last spring, Anne Shultz, president of the Memorial
Tree Fund, a nonprofit that raises money to plant trees
in the city, sent a letter to the mayor asking that the
sycamores and the hackberry across the street be saved.
The Tree Commission also lobbied for saving the
sycamores and hackberry, in a May 22 letter to Mayor
Noble. In response, Robert Jobin, the project engineer
at Greenman-Pedersen Inc. (GPI), the firm contracted
to design and construct the project, wrote the mayor
that the sycamores have grown too large for the site,
with their roots growing into the roadway. The city
has decided the trees must come down.
“We’re not happy about the decision,” said Shultz.
“When you plant trees they need to be watered and

Kingston puts a value on trees

M

any towns and cities have tree ordinances which not only protect trees but carry

severe penalties when the law is violated. In Westchester County, Irvington has an ordinance that
not only protects trees on public land but also prevents the removal or damage to any tree measuring
more than eight inches in diameter on private property, as well smaller trees on slopes and in wetland
areas. The penalty for damage, which includes pruning that damages or disfigures the tree, starts at $500 and is
as high as $2,000 per tree.
Cities from Baltimore to Springfield, Mass. (which, according to a recent report on WAMC, hired an arborist to
protect a group of legacy oaks) are aggressively planting and protecting trees. But in making the case for protecting
local trees, there’s a resource closer to home: the city’s own Tree Inventory, which was completed last year (and is
cited in the Conservation Advisory Council’s recently completed Open Space Plan).
The inventory actually quantifies the benefits in dollars: trees provide $426,281 in annual benefits (by saving
energy from the cooling effect of shade, improving air quality, reducing carbon emissions, absorbing stormwater
and enhancing aesthetics, each of which is valued at a specific dollar amount). The total replacement cost for the
city’s trees is $12,713,819. The Tree Inventory is posted on the city’s website.
LYNN WOODS
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There will also be pop-up vendors
with offerings like hard cider
tastings, mead, maple syrup, hot
lamb sausages, tasty samosa
plates, olive oil, local distilled
spirits and spices.
Vendors accept EBT/SNAP
benefits at the market year
round — for every $5 in SNAP
one spends, a $2 FreshConnect
check will be issued to spend at
the market.
Markets will be held every
other Saturday. Visit the market’s
Facebook page or www.kingstonfarmersmarket.org for more
information.

‘Classics in Religion’
returns
The “Classics in Religion”
free reading and discussion
series will be held on Dec.
11 and 18 from 10:30am
to 11:30am at the Kingston
Library, 2nd Floor, (elevator
available) 55 Franklin St. Sessions led by Cantor Bob Cohen
will be based on Robert Alter’s
new translation of “The Hebrew
Bible,” focusing on the Book of
Job, Psalms and other Biblical
writings. For more information,
email rcohen4@hvc.rr.com.

ity, which will be on the church
grounds.
“We want our neighbors to
forget about the commercialism
for one night and experience
the true meaning of Christmas,”
said Robert Mitchell, one of the
event’s organizers. “It’s a great
family event and everything is
free. We’ve had people tell us
this event takes them back to
their childhood and reminds
them of a simpler time.”

Show at Tubby’s
Promising an evening of folk,
dream pop and rock, Hen in the
Foxhouse and the Greg Farley
Band will perform at Tubby’s,
586 Broadway, on Sunday, Dec.
8 at 8 p.m.
The venue is 21 and over only.

Open house at
Shirt Factory
The Shirt Factory, 77 Cornell St.,
will hold an open house this weekend, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 7
and 8, noon-4 p.m. both days.
More than 25 artists can be
seen their own studios, plus special guest artists in the factory’s
fourth-floor high-ceiling spaces
with skylights.
Highlights include continuous
screenings of short films about
regional artists, ceramics, music,
poetry, fitness demonstrations,
and more. Professional portrait
photography pop-up will be Sunday only.

Live Nativity in
Lake Katrine
One of the county’s largest
congregations, Grace Community
Evangelical Free Church will offer

this point and recommended that the row of Bradford pears along Greenkill Avenue be taken down
when a portion of the state Department of Transportation-funded Empire State Trail is built along
the route. A DOT spokesperson said the commission
recommended that the American sycamore, white oak
and common hackberry be planted instead.
The construction of the much-delayed DOT-funded and engineered roundabout at the intersection
of Broadway, I-587 and Albany Avenue will entail
the removal of 40 trees, many of which, located in
park-like medians, create oases of shade. The DOT
spokesperson wrote that after the new infrastructure
is put in 74 deciduous trees, including sugar maples,
red maples, honey locusts, tulip trees, eastern redbuds
and flowering dogwoods — all species considered desirable by arborists — will be planted, along with 157
deciduous shrubs and 477 herbaceous plants.
But on Henry Street, which is slated to get a new
sidewalk on one side and a walking-biking sidepath
on the other, there could be a net loss of green cover.
The Henry Street project, which is being funded by a
$1.3 million DOT Safe Routes to School grant (the city
will kick in an additional $337,000), would replace the
sidewalk on the east side of the street with an eightfoot-wide side path accommodating both pedestrians
and bicyclists. It will require the removal of the nine
existing trees as well as the grass strip between the
sidewalk and street.
According to certified arborist John Duvall, a recent
transplant to Kingston who walked the neighborhood
with a small group of us, portions of the grass bordering
the sidewalk on Henry would be ideal for the planting
of larger shade trees since it has a larger width than
the narrow strips of grass on Broadway.) There is
also an unanswered question about where the row of
utility poles, which are positioned where the colored
bike path would be, will be located.
And because many of the houses near the Broadway end are close to the sidewalk, there will not be
room for the planting of trees on adjoining private
property in some stretches. So not only will there be
more stormwater, but there will also be less shade
— running counter to the city’s goals as outlined in
the Open Space Plan. (From page 16: “Urban trees …
contribute greatly through the ecosystem services they
affect, including … energy consumption — by helping
to keep local areas cool, thereby mitigating ‘urban heat
islands’ in summer.” Further along, the plan notes
that “few conservation efforts would mean as much
to Kingston as protecting and effectively stewarding
its urban forest … The city could be cooler, greener
and support both physical and mental health within
the municipality.”)
Regarding the trees on the west side of the street,
Wilson writes that many “are inappropriately sized”
and “have already caused the sidewalk to heave or will
do so in the future … Existing trees will be preserved
wherever possible but future maintenance issues need
to be considered as well.” While she did not know how
many trees would be planted, pending the design
approval from the DOT, she said “we anticipate a net
increase.”
Wilson said it was too early to describe details for
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Longer hours at Social
Security offices
PHOTO PROVIDED

Paul Heath’s iconic mug.

Paul Heath art show
“Extra Effort: A Paul Heath Retrospective,” a new art show by the
longtime local painter and illustrator, will open with a reception on
Saturday, Dec. 7 at Gallery 55, 55 Greenkill Ave. Besides his paintings,
Heath’s signature coffee mugs will also be on sale.
its third annual Live Nativity next
Saturday, Dec. 14 from 5-8 p.m. at
the 160 Seremma Court church.
The event will feature: a
Nativity scene with live animals,
characters, narration and a light
show; a Victorian choir with

members dressed in period garb;
a children’s choir of angels; and
refreshments, crafts, videos and
free Bibles for all ages inside the
church.
Visitors will park and walk to
view the choirs and Live Nativ-

the Franklin Street Complete Streets project, which
will be funded by a $750,000 state Complete Streets
grant with a match from the city. It calls for new cement
sidewalks, bicycle infrastructure and crosswalks the
entire length of the street, with the historic bluestone
sidewalk preserved in the two blocks that overlap the
Fair Street Historic District (but not the section outside the district on both sides of the street extending
to Clinton Avenue, unfortunately; a strip of historic
bluestone on Henry will also be dismantled).

Should the tree commission
have more power?
City code requires a resident to apply for a permit
from the Tree Commission to remove a tree on a street
or in a public park, but municipal projects are exempt
from that process. When someone applies for a permit,
the commission tries to save the tree, said commission
member Sarah Wenk. “Very frequently we’ll say ‘no’ to
the permit. We’ll try to find a way around taking the
tree down,” unless the tree is dead and can’t be saved.
“I would like to see the city make more efforts to
save the trees we have, which is what we ask homeowners to do,” Wenk added. “I would like to see us get
consulted on every project that involves trees.”
But that’s not how the process has worked, commis-
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The Social Security Administration said this week that it’s
lengthening the Wednesday hours
at its field offices. Instead of
closing at noon that day, offices
will now be open until 4 p.m.,
beginning Jan. 8. The agency also
said it was hiring more than a
thousand employees to improve
service at both its offices and in
its call centers.
Locally, following the
much-lamented closure of the
SSA’s Lake Katrine office, the
closest field offices are 322 Main
St. in Poughkeepsie and Room
430 of the Federal Building, 11A
Clinton Ave. in Albany.

sioners say. According to comments made by Wilson
at a Laws and Rules Committee meeting held June
19, members of the Commission are not informed by
email about a project and instead are advised to attend
public meetings to learn about an upcoming project.
Kingston resident and activist Tanya Garment said
the lack of input from the Tree Commission early on
in the process — prior to public hearings — tied its
hands later on. “The public engagement meetings
for grant-funded projects are held after important
decisions are already made,” Garment wrote in an
email. “At the same time, important details are left out.
Shouldn’t the actual plans be made available to the
relevant boards and commissions, at the very least?”
Jeffrey Morell, alderman for Ward 1, who serves
as the liaison between the Tree Commission and the
Common Council, said more needs to be done to involve the Tree Commission in city projects. “Maybe we
need to write it into the code to make it a best practice
that if there is a project it triggers a response that the
Tree Commission be involved early on, the same way a
project in a Historic District triggers notifying the Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission,” he said.
Wilson said she will be reaching out to the property
owners on Henry and welcomes feedback from the
public via email. “We will work with the Tree Com-
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mission” as the plan progresses, she said, cautioning
that until the DOT signs off on the road, sidewalk and
sidepath plan, decisions about trees can’t be made.
Wilson said she had recommended that “the Tree
Commission have a comprehensive street tree plan,”
which perhaps could get grant funding. She also
would support the hiring of a trained arborist to help
maintain the city’s trees.

Clear-cutting controversy
The clear-cutting of 27 trees on a property at the
corner of Emerson and Johnston streets on May 7
and 8, which created an eyesore and led to erosion
and storm-water runoff affecting the neighbors,
highlighted another challenge: the lack of effective
legislation overseeing tree cutting on private sites for
development. Neighbor Arthur Anderson attended
the June 11 Tree Commission meeting and the July 15
Planning Board meeting to draw the city’s attention to
the incident. He said many of the trees were mature,
including two large black walnuts. The property owner
intended to build a five-bay garage and parking lot on
the cleared lot, but he had failed to get a permit, so
the city imposed a stop-work order.
The owner had also failed to comply with an ordinance in the city code (under 405-30, Site Development
Plan Approval, C. 6.) that requires owners of sites under
development to retain “to the maximum extent possible” “all existing trees over eight inches in diameter,
measured three feet above the base of the trunk.” He
subsequently applied for a lot-line revision between his
residence and an adjacent lot he had just acquired from
the city planning board, which it approved. Anderson
appealed to the board to require the owner to replace
the downed trees and otherwise monitor the activity
at the site to ensure the property owner complies with
the stop work order and follows the law.
“I moved to Kingston because it was not only
historic, it was a Tree City USA,” said Anderson. “The
big shock is this particular vacant lot was clear cut
without any notices to the planning department or any

N

PHYLLIS McCABE

Flakes, real and simulated
A VIEW in Uptown during our first serious snow event of the winter.
of the neighbors … The [city] planning department
has jurisdiction over the types of trees in terms of
size that can be taken down, but [the property owner
is] not being penalized at this point. Hopefully the
planning board will require him to replant the trees
so it becomes a green space.”
“There’s a loophole in the law,” said Morell, noting
that there’s no provision for enforcement, regarding the
overseeing department or penalty if the law is violated.

Historic bluestone at risk

ew trees can be planted to replace

those that are cut down, and over time, the
street once again will be shaded and green.
But when a historic bluestone sidewalk is
removed, it’s likely gone forever, and, many believe, a
portion of Kingston’s identity leaves with it.
As Friends of Historic Kingston notes on its website,
“bluestone is part of what you picture when you close
your eyes and think about Kingston [as distinguished
from] Peoria or someplace else.” Bluestone sidewalks
are “a visual feature that in a sense, hold the city together — Uptown, Midtown and Downtown.”
The city’s zoning code protects historic bluestone
sidewalks in the city’s historic districts, but outside
those areas, the multi-hued slabs of stone are steadily
disappearing, either stolen or replaced by property
owners with asphalt and cement. The city itself, citing concerns about making walkways safer, plans to
remove historic bluestone sidewalks in Midtown to
make way for new sidewalks.
Specifically, historic bluestone is slated to be removed on Broadway, as part of the Broadway Streetscape project to install a new roadway and cement
sidewalks, and both the Safe Routes to School DOTgrant funded project on Henry Street and the Complete
Streets DEC-funded project on Franklin Street will
replace stretches of surviving historic bluestone with
cement. In addition, under the current proposal the
bluestone curbs will be replaced with granite.
Kristen Wilson, director of the city’s Office of Grants
Management, said these stone sidewalks are “not in

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.
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845.244.6012
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good shape” and are “inconsistent” with the new infrastructure. Furthermore, they are not ADA-compliant,
a requirement for infrastructure projects funded by
state and federal grants, she said.
Indeed, Mayor Steve Noble noted in an email
to this reporter that a goal of his administration, in
making “Kingston accessible for all,” is to bring the city
in compliance with the Federal Disabilities Act Law
standards. That’s a laudable goal, but how will that
impact preservation of one of Kingston’s most historic
and unique assets? Outside the historic districts, is
historic bluestone doomed?
In 2013, under the previous administration, the
city conducted a bluestone survey, funded in part by
the National Park Service, which mapped the stone
in the historic areas.
The survey noted that the historic bluestone sidewalks, some of which are more than 150 years old (a
tribute to their durability), contribute to the city’s “history, charm and attraction.” They also relate to what “is
perhaps Kingston’s most important industry”: Ulster
County bluestone, which was quarried starting in the
1830s and was exported as sidewalk, curb and building
material to dozens of cities as far afield as San Francisco
and Havana. The survey report advised documenting
bluestone in neighborhoods outside the historic districts
as well and advocated for its preservation citywide.
“The City must embrace the recognition of its historic infrastructure and a philosophy of preservation
of these important but disappearing assets,” Jack
Braunlein, the author of the report, wrote. “Kingston’s

Unique gifts for everyone on your list
Visit our
glassblowing
studio & browse
our gift gallery
Free
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weekends
through
December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6;
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491
for more info: 914.806.3575

New legislation might solve the problem, and Morell
said the Open Space Plan “is another avenue we could
use to discourage cutting down trees.”
Wenk suggested introducing and passing a tree
ordinance. “The Tree Commission is more active, and
we have a lot of big projects coming up. A little more
consideration could lead to more trust and better
outcomes. Even if we save only 20 percent of the trees
[in a project], it’s better than saving none.”
extensive offering of landmark buildings, historic
neighborhoods … and picturesque streetscapes can
be given new life by sidewalk restorations that improve walkability and showcase the city’s charm and
attractiveness.”
Braunlein acknowledged that isolated, “small
patches of bluestone” sidewalk might be out of place
with new development and would best be preserved
in the city’s bluestone bank, where the slabs could
be used in another area of the city to “preserve its
historical integrity.”
The bluestone sidewalk on Henry Street that will
be removed extends from Clinton Avenue to Sterling
Street and qualifies as an anomalous “patch” that
doesn’t fit with the planned eight-foot-wide pedestrian
and bike side path. While I haven’t closely examined or
measured the slabs to see if they comply with the city’s
sidewalk code, which was updated in 2017 (existing
bluestone is in “satisfactory” condition if it doesn’t have
“displaced cracks or delamination,” vertically aligns
with adjoining slabs at not more than a quarter inch
difference, and is horizontally aligned no more than
an inch offset from the center line of the sidewalk), I
nonetheless enjoyed the experience of walking on it,
since the street is flat and there is none of the upheaval
that elsewhere can make bluestone slabs hazardous.
The bluestone sidewalk nicely rhymed with the
nearby bluestone retaining wall edging the adjoining
properties that rose from lush green grass. I knew I
was in a historic city, conveyed not only by the street’s
19th-century architecture but also by the very stuff
beneath my feet. I was literally walking on history.
On Franklin Street, there are expanses of bluestone
sidewalk on both sides of the street from Wall to
Clinton. The Complete Streets sidewalk replacement
project preserves the two blocks adjacent to Fair because they are in the Fair Street Historic District and
must be preserved by law, but the city is not obligated
to do beyond Pine.
“Kingston should work with grantors to ensure
that its historic bluestone is preserved,” said Lowell
Thing, a local historian and author who worked on
the Bluestone Survey as a volunteer. “Our bluestone
is part of the very fabric of our local landscape and
streetscape in many places.”
Thing added that at over 100 years old, “a lot of
Kingston’s historic bluestone sidewalk wouldn’t conform with ADA. But it can be fixed either through
repair or by combining the old stone with bricks or
cement or with new bluestone to be safely walkable.”
Old bluestone can be restored to be ADA-compliant, agreed Wilson, but it’s “much more expensive and
difficult to source. It’s problematic, but it can be done.”
LYNN WOODS
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City budget passes
Continued from Page 1

were raising taxes I would agree that [excess fund
balance] should go towards lowering them. But this
is an opportunity to provide better services for the
whole city.”

Raises for mayor, council
ment with the Kingston PBA, which has been working
without a contract since 2016.
The council also approved taking $548,000 from the
city’s fund balance to pay for police vehicles and other
short-shelf-life equipment that would otherwise be paid
for through bonding. Tuey said that the cash purchases
would save taxpayers interest costs in the long run.
During his re-election campaign, Noble and Tuey
came under fire for budgets that consistently ended
with a substantial surplus in the city’s fund balance.
City policy calls for maintaining a fund balance between
10 and 13 percent of the total city
budget; 2018 ended with the fund
balance standing at 18 percent of
the total budget. The excess funds
have been used for public improvements, like realigning a Midtown
intersection by purchasing and
demolishing a long-vacant former
fast-food restaurant, and paving
projects not included in the original
city budget. Mayoral challenger
Vince Rua claimed that Noble’s
administration has consistently
overstated expected costs and
understated anticipated sales tax
and other revenue. Noble defended his budgets, citing
the fluctuating nature of sales tax revenue and the
importance of maintaining a healthy fund balance to
account for unanticipated expenses. Noble’s supporters say that three years of declining tax rates point to
sound budgeting.
“We still held the line on taxes,” said Alderwoman-at-Large-elect Andrea Shaut, who’s wrapping up
her term as Ward 9 alderwoman this month. “If we

Among the items funded in the new budget are
pay raises for elected officials. As proposed in Noble’s
budget, the mayor’s salary will increase in $5,000 annual increments from its current $75,000 to $100,000
in 2024. The council meanwhile included raises for
themselves not contained in Noble’s budget. Annual
salaries for aldermen will go from their current $8,000
to $9,000 next year. The alderman-at-large will receive a pay hike from $10,000 to $11,000. In both
cases, supporters of the raises noted that Kingston
lags behind similar communities in compensation

‘It’s not just about getting good people to run for
office, it’s about getting people from different
income brackets. Because right now it’s only
people who can afford to take all of the time you
need to do the work for not much money.’
— Alderwoman-at-Large-elect Andrea Shaut,
on pay raises for Common Council members

I

James Noble’s
last meeting

n an emotional farewell Tuesday eve-

ning, Common Council President James Noble
marked his final meeting presiding over the
body where he has served as a behind-thescenes guiding hand and mentor for generations of
neophyte politicos.
Noble, who has served on the council since 1997
and as its president and the city’s second-ranking
elected official since 2002, opted not to seek another
four-year term.
The 70-year-old plumber by trade was known for
his low-key style and encyclopedic knowledge of city
government and local lore. Supporters say he put those
traits to good use in the role of council president who,
under the City Charter, may only vote to break a tie
on the nine-member body.
“He didn’t tell us what to do, he just in his own subtle way guided us,” said Alderman Bill Carey (D-Ward
5), who’s also stepping down after eight years on the
council. “He created an atmosphere where we could
learn and grow and that is going to have an impact
for years.”
Noble’s time on the council extended over four
mayoral administrations, including that of his nephew,
current Mayor Steve Noble. On Tuesday, Steve Noble
credited his uncle with awakening his own interest in
public service with his tales of the machinations of city
government at family gatherings. Noble’s early years
as council president also coincided with a contentious
period in Kingston as the city sought to guide itself
out of the economic devastation wrought by IBM’s
departure from the city and a vocal Republican minority sought to aggressively assert their viewpoint
on the council floor. Noble said earlier this year that
he felt comfortable stepping down largely because the
battles of the first decades of the 21st century had been
fought and he believed Kingston is on the right track.
“It was wild,” said Noble, recalling his efforts to
keep control of council meetings that devolved into
near-fistfights. “I must say, it’s a lot more subdued
now, but a lot more is getting done.”
Next month, Andrea Shaut will take over as council
president, the first woman in city history to hold the
post. Shaut, a classically trained pianist and professional musician entered politics in 2017 when she was
elected to the council’s Ward 9 seat. She was tapped by
the Kingston Democratic Committee for the council
president’s job and ran without opposition.
JESSE J. SMITH

people who can afford to take all of the time you need
to do the work for not much money.”

Land bank boosted
The budget also provides $3 million in funding over
two years for the city’s land bank. The new agency is
charged with taking vacant properties held by the city
for unpaid taxes, refurbishing them and marketing
them to first time homebuyers. Money included in the
spending plan will fund operations and pay to move the
city’s Office of Economic and Community Development
to a refurbished property on Franklin Street. Noble
said the relocation was intended to place the office
in the heart of the community it is designed to serve.
The 2020 spending plan will also fund new bulletproof vests for the KPD and a new engine for the
fire department. The budget also includes funds to
settle a long-running contract dispute with the PBA.
Rank-and-file members narrowly rejected the city’s last
contract offer. The matter is now in binding arbitration and is expected to be settled sometime next year.
The budget will also fund the city’s takeover of
management of Dietz Stadium from the Kingston City
School District and allocates $150,000 for Wi-Fi in
city parks. Other funds will go towards improvements
at Block and Loughran parks and a new skateboarding
facility at Hasbrouck Park.

for elected officials.
Council Majority Leader Rennie Scott-Childress
(D-Ward 3) noted that salaries for aldermen had not
increased since 1996. Scott-Childress also pointed to
a study by the New York Commission of Municipalities which found the median salary for city council
members in and around the Hudson Valley is $10,000.
Shaut acknowledged that pay raises for elected
officials were controversial, but she said she supported the move as a way to diversify the pool for people
seeking elective office.
“It’s not just about getting good people to run for
office, it’s about getting people from different income
brackets,” said Shaut. “Because right now it’s only
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A fresh start
KHS girls basketball
bringing a lot of young
energy BY CRISPIN KOTT

F

or the Kingston High School var-

sity girls basketball team, the 2019-20
season arrives with the promise of
something new.
“We’re young,” said longtime Coach
Steve Garner. “I’ve got sophomores, I’ve got freshmen,
so this team is really going to be together for two years.
We’re just starting.”
The Tigers’ roster shows an egalitarian disregard
for seniority, with two freshmen, four sophomores, five
juniors and a pair of seniors. But one year removed
from a dismal campaign which saw the team go 6-15
overall, Garner said this squad has two key qualities
that last year’s team did not: Chemistry and drive.
“The distractions are minimal,” said Garner. “There
aren’t any really with this team compared to last year.
Last year from the first day of tryouts to the last game
we played, there were so many distractions. I almost
felt like I tried to squeeze in some coaching in between.”
Last season represented a precipitous decline for a
team that in 2017-18 won 17 games and the Section IX
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title; last year, the Tigers squeaked into the playoffs by
virtue of their league record before bowing out against
Valley Central in the Class AA quarterfinals. Beyond
the off-court issues that plagued the team, there was
also the almost complete roster shakeup, with nine
players, including the regular starting five, from the
2017-18 team graduating and one more player opting
to not return to the program.
“My best player returning didn’t show up,” Garner
said. “So in effect we lost like 83 percent of our offense
[to graduation]. And then when this girl didn’t show
up, that went up to like 95 percent. So that was a
struggle.”
But the past is the past, and with the exception
of lessons it might provide, Garner is fully focused
on the present. This season, much of the burden will
be on the shoulders of one of the few players with
significant varsity experience: Junior guard-forward
Lexi Diers, who averaged just under 10 points per
game as a sophomore.
“She’s going to be playing point guard, and the
ball’s going to be in her hands,” said Garner. “She’s
going to grow into not just shooting, but making
everybody better.”
Other varsity veterans include senior guard Rossella
Nardi, juniors Kailey Cook (guard), Emily Schatzel
(forward) and Ava Guralnick (forward), sophomore
Kalia Hylton-Jackson (guard) and freshman Trista
Lukaszewski (forward). New to the varsity squad
are junior forward Serenity Herzog, freshman guard
Gabbie Sheth, sophomores Madelena Macaluso
(guard), Mackenna Black (center), Tajsheona Chavis
(forward), and senior Aaliyah Telleria (guard). Macaluso and Black played on the JV team last year at
John A. Coleman Catholic, transferring to Kingston.
Hylton-Jackson, Lukaszewski, Herzog and Guralnick
are expected to round out the starting lineup alongside Diers.
With just two seniors on the roster, Garner said
he looked forward to having relative stability in the
lineup for the next two seasons.
“This is going to be about patience,” he said. “There
are 40 games, and hopefully more, with this team.
But I’ve no idea what to expect this year. Our league
is senior-heavy, and a lot of teams have a lot of good
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LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC):
CAHOOTS LLC. Articles of
Organization were filled with
the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) and active on
11/01/2019. Office location:
Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: CAHOOTS LLC (Stephanie Erwin)
, 69 River Road, Ulster Park,
NY 12487. Purpose: Any lawful
acts or activities. Latest date
upon which LLC is to dissolve:
No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
CKC Logistics LLC. Filed
9/10/19. Office: Ulster Co.
SSNY designated as agent for
process & shall mail to: C/O
Christopher Gurnee, 34 Salk
Dr, Highland, NY 12528. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE
DUNCAN’S GREEN LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 10/23/19. Office:
Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
c/o Ashley Couch, 408 Stuyvesant Avenue, #2R, Brooklyn,
NY 11233. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
I.S.M.
Productions,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
10/11/2019. Cty: Ulster.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against may be
served & shall mail process to
201 Kallop Rd., Kingston, NY
12401. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of
Homma, LLC, Art. of Org.
filed w/Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY)10/17/19. Office location: Ulster Co., NY.; SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process c/o the
Company, 56 Twin Ponds
Drive, Kingston, NY 12401.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
LEGAL NOTICE
E. Ashley Ayres Marriage
& Family Therapy PLLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 9/18/2019. Cty:
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail process to E. Ashley Ayres, 118
Fairview Ave., Kingston, NY
12401. Purpose: Marriage and
Family Therapy.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC):
ASBURY TAX ADVISORS,
LLC, Articles of Organization
were filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY)
on 5/20/19. Office location:
Ulster County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to: Asbury
Tax Advisors, LLC, 750 Lucas
Avenue, Hurley, NY 12443.
Purpose: Any lawful acts or
activities. Latest date upon
which LLC is to dissolve: No
specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
EGLISE JAMES LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY on
10/24/19. Office: Ulster County. SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom pro-

Youth movement
For the first time in nearly a decade, the program
will also have a freshman team, which will be coached
by Keyana Williams, another KHS graduate who
was previously the coach of the modified team. With
freshman, JV and varsity teams, the Tigers should be
in a position to be very good for a long time.
“We have some eighth-graders and ninth-graders
that are really, really unbelievable,” Garner said. “On
our freshman team now, they have nine or 10 kids that
play travel ball, and they’re really committed to it. It’s
really looking bright.”
The Tigers initially planned to open the season at
Goshen on Monday, Dec. 2, but the game was postponed after wintry weather saw school closures spread
across the region. Instead, they’ll open at longtime
rival Newburgh Free Academy on Thursday, Dec. 5.
“Even when we’re both struggling it’s a big game,”
Garner said. “And then to open the year, it’s exciting.
And their coach, we get along great. So we look forward
to it because we know his team will compete.”
Kingston’s home opener at Kate Walton Field
House is scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 10, with the long
season running through much of February before the
playoffs begin. By then, the Tigers could not only be in
the postseason, but ready to take on whoever comes
their way. Only time and hard work will tell.
“There are going to be some moments that we struggle, but they’re working hard,” Garner said. “That’s all
I ask when they come in the gym is they’re just open
to what we’re doing and they’re working hard. This is
a good group of kids that are working hard and we’ll
see where it goes.”

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST? CALL 845-246-8720

Cut out or take a picture of coupon

Gift Certificates
make the Perfect Gift!

seniors.”
The Tigers also have a new face on the sideline,
though one who will be familiar to longtime fans of the
program: Lyric Blanch, a 2014 KHS alum who went
on to Saint Michael’s and Concordia after starring
on the Kingston varsity basketball team, is the new
assistant varsity coach.
“She’s really working with the kids on defense,”
said Garner. “We have to defend and rebound, because
when you do that, your offense comes a little easier.”

SERVING
ULSTER & ALL
SURROUNDING
COUNTIES

CATHERINE McNEAL
Home Staging

Virtual Staging

Redesign

917.573.4179
www.lifestyled.com
cess against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the LLC, c/o Robert
Pollock, 99 South Elliott Place,
Brooklyn, NY 11217. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Limited Liability Company (LLC):
The Tree King LLC Articles
of Organization were filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on 10/7/2019.
Office location: Ulster County.
SSNY has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail a copy
of process to: The Tree King
LLC 131 Sherman Road, Ellenville NY 12428. Purpose:
Any lawful acts or activities.
Latest date upon which LLC is
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE
12
Square
Carriage
House, LLC, Arts. Of Org. filed
with SSNY on 11/04/19. Off.
Loc.: Ulster County, SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to: The LLC,
144 Washington Ave, Saugerties, NY 12477. Purpose:
to engage in any lawful act.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME
COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER
WILMINGTON TRUST, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO CITIBANK,
N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR FIRST
FRANKLIN MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2005-FF12, Plaintiff
AGAINST ANDREW BUGNA,
CYNTHIA BUGNA, et al., Defendant(s) Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale

duly dated October 15, 2019
I, the undersigned Referee
will sell at public auction at
the Side Lobby of the County
Courthouse, First Floor, 285
Wall Street, City of Kingston,
on December 17, 2019 at
9:30AM, premises known as
21 ELM STREET, ELLENVILLE,
NY 12428. All that certain plot
piece or parcel of land, with the
buildings and improvements
erected, situate, lying and being in the Village of Ellenville,
Town of Wawarsing, County
of Ulster, State of New York,
SECTION 91.87, BLOCK 1,
LOT 6. Approximate amount of
judgment $276,795.00 plus interest and costs. Premises will
be sold subject to provisions
of filed Judgment for Index#
2018-1109. JOHN J. FALLON,
ESQ., Referee Gross Polowy,
LLC Attorney for Plaintiff 1775
Wehrle Drive, Suite 100 Williamsville, NY 14221 66519
LEGAL NOTICE
Mt. Pleasant Vista, LLC
has filed articles of organization with the NY Secretary of
State on November 5, 2019.
The office is in Ulster County. The NY Secretary of State
is designated as agent upon
whom process may be served.
The address to which the Secretary of State shall forward
copies of any process is: 18
Lower Winne Rd., Mt. Tremper,
NY 12457. The purpose of the
LLC is any lawful purpose.
Filed by: RYAN, ROACH &
RYAN LLP
LEGAL NOTICE
FANELLI REALTY LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 11/14/2019. Office in Ulster Co. SSNY desig.
agent of LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 1986 Rt 9W,
Lake Katrine, NY 12449, which

INSTALLATIONS • .032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY
COPPER WORK • FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE

Fully Insured • Over 30 Years Experience
is also the principal business
location. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Hudson Riverfront Preservation, LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) 11/13/2019. Cty:
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Ms. Gaetana Ciarlante, PO Box 592, Glasco, NY
12432. General Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Keyland
Partners
II
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
8/22/2019. Cty: Greene.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against may
be served & shall mail process
to 14 Hayes St., Elmsford, NY
10523. General Purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT: STATE
OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF
ULSTER
SUMMONS WITH NOTICE
Index No.: 19-3320
PEPPE & SARA REALTY
CORP.,
Plaintiff,
- againstCORNWALL ENTERPRISES,
PAUL R. ERICKSON, WILLIAM F.
SCHNEIBLE, BBM OF MILTON,
INC., MILL BRIDGE COMPANY,
INC., and JOHN DOES 1-10
Defendant.
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S): YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear in
this action and are required
to serve a notice of appearance and/or demand for the
complaint on the Plaintiff within twenty (20) days after the
service of this summons with
notice, exclusive of the day of
service, if this summons with
notice is personally delivered

to you within the State of New
York, or within thirty (30) days
after service is complete, if
this summons is not personally delivered to you within the
State of New York. Your time
to appear may be extended as
provided in subdivision (b) of
CPLR 3012.
TAKE NOTICE that this is
an action brought pursuant to
RPAPL Article 15 to compel
the determination of Plaintiff’s
claim to title of real property
situate in the Town of Lloyd,
Grid No. 86,4-2-35 and more
particularly described in Exhibit A attached hereto. In
case of your failure to appear,
judgment will be taken against
you by default granting title to
Plaintiff,
The action will be heard in
the Supreme Court of Ulster
County, State of New York. The
basis of the venue designated
is: CPlLR §507.
Dated: Poughkeepsie, New
York
October 8, 2019
Philip Giamportone, Esq.
LEWIS & GREER, P.C.
Attorney for Plaintiff
Peppe & Sara Realty Corp.
510 Haight Avenue, Suite 202
P.O. Box 2990, Poughkeepsie,
NY 12603
Telephone: 845-454-1200
TO THE ABOVE NAMED
DEFENDANTS: The foregoing Summons with Notice Is
served upon you by publication
pursuant to an order of the
Ulster County Supreme Court
of the State of New York, dated the 23rd day of October,
2019, and filed with the Summons with Notice and other papers in the Office of the Clerk
of the County of Ulster, New
York. NOTICE OF NATURE OF
ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT:
This action is brought pursuant
to Article 15 of the Real Prop-

9

KINGSTON TIMES THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2019

Faces of Kingston
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Jared Ashdown: I’ve been with The Beverly for about
a year and a half now. I work with some of the most
lovely people that have made it more than just another
job for me. Having the privilege to interact deeply with
members of the community, serve a diverse crowd and
bring music and other forms of art into the fold makes
it a very special thing.
MYE: I saw you recently posted Botch’s We Are The
Romans re-master to your Facebook. That album was
so game-changing for so many people but it’s also slept
on, compared to other records, despite its lasting cult
influence. What appeals to you about it?
JA: A good friend of mine showed me that record
when I was around 17, I believe. I had grown up on
hardcore/punk/metal and had an affection for bands
like The Dillinger Escape Plan, Godflesh, Converge,
etc. When “To Our Friends in the Great White North”
kicked off, there was no way I’d deny this record it’s
just due. Those mathy, driving riffs with Dave Verellen’s raspy vocals had me hooked. Nobody has made
a record that sounds nearly as technically stunning as
We Are The Romans.

as a coping mechanism at this point. It’s exciting to
in providing platforms for people to be themselves
communicate frustration, weird life experiences, and
and create/perform. Locals are starting bands again,
our perspectives, the way that we do. Someone came
finally gaining the courage to show their visual work
up to me at our last show and expressed that during
or joining a performance art troupe. It’s exciting to be
a song they felt their anxiety leave their body. To hear
part of this approach towards a Kingston Renaissance.
that from someone is incredible and
We’re unafraid to express ourselves
and share our passion with others!
‘The question we need to ask only makes us want to push further/
get weirder.
ourselves at the moment is
MYE: Your band Open Head put on
how do we unite to prevent
MYE: What do you think are some
one of the funnest sets I have seen
Kingston from eating itself?’ of the biggest challenges facing us as
recently and it was very inspiring.
a city right now?
I think I wrote on Instagram that I
— Jared Ashdown
got some real Tar, Candiria, Fugazi
JA: We are in the middle of a housing
vibes — a thrilling blend. Plus your
crisis, there are more jobs than there
own sort of wavelength and youthare careers, outside developers are
ful energy. What’s inspiring to you about that project?
actively making it harder for locals to start businesses
JA: I saw that post actually! Thank you so much for the
or buy properties and we are polarized on opinions
huge compliments. We all love Fugazi, Unwound, U.S.
regarding the future of this city. I worry that our most
Maple, Duster, and that entire period of cult-sound
diverse neighborhoods will be displaced, and living will
chaos during the 90s.
become a reflection of unaffordable places like Brooklyn.
The question we need to ask ourselves at the moment is
MYE: I am old enough to remember seeing Fugazi with
how do we unite to prevent Kingston from eating itself?
Unwound and I think Lois at Vassar!
JA: This project is an amalgamation of those influMYE: What are you looking forward to about 2020?
ences and the anxieties that Jon, Brandon, Mattia
JA: A call for more activism locally/nationally, more
and I all live with. We have to throw it into our music
music and a better president.

Jimminy Peak
Over 35 Years Experience

MYE: What are your earliest memories of Kingston?
What was it like growing up here? Do you still have a
lot of family around?
JA: So, I was born here and grew up on Van Deusen
Street right off of Broadway. My father would always
take me for drives and would play his favorite records
in the car. I remember that we would tune into the
Zep-Set I think on WDST or something and sing the
classics, poorly. For a long time, Kingston went through
a somewhat depressive episode. Living was hard. My
parents struggled but always provided food and a
warm home. There were scenic gems that my father
and mother often brought me to, which imparted a
passionate love for the landscape here. My parents
both live just outside of Kingston now but our families
are still very much rooted here.
MYE: As someone who is aware of Kingston’s arts
and music culture as well as the surrounding Hudson
Valley, what are some of the most exciting things going
on around here for you at the moment?
JA: Whew ... OK, I’m glad you asked. There is a diverse and incredible music/arts scene that is growing
here in Kingston. It’s been brewing up for a long time
through members of my generation. Every day I’m
inspired by the people around me and the things they
pour their hearts and souls into. Broadway Arts, The
Beverly, Tubby’s, BSP, The Anchor and more are active
erty Actions and Proceedings
Law to compel the determination of any claims adverse to
those of Plaintiffs concerning
that certain parcel of land situate in the Town of Lloyd, Ulster
County, in the State of New
York, described as Grid No.
86.4-2-35. The relief sought is
a judgment declaring that Plaintiff Peppe & Sara Realty Corp.
is seized of the property in fee
simple absolute, free and clear
from any claim of Defendants
and every person under them.
EXHIBIT A
All that piece or parcel of
land situate in the Town of
Lloyd, County of Ulster and
the State of New York, being
the westerly 50’ of the former
Central New England Railroad
Co. land from the southerly
side of Station Road going
south until it meets the northerly line of the land now or
formerly of Annette & John P.
Culmine, approximately 675’,
more particularly bounded
and described as follows: Beginning at a point, said point
being on the southerly side of
Station Road, said point also
being the northwest corner of
the lands now or formerly of
Roger & Lisa Robertson (Deed
Book 2641, page 105, SBL:
86.4-2-5), said point also being
on the centerline of the former
Central New England Railroad
Co. where it meets the southerly line of said Station Road;
thence southerly along said
Robertson in part and along
the lands now or formerly of
Martin Zimmerman (Deed Book
5609, page 40, SBL: 86.42-4.1) in part and along the
said centerline of the formerly
railroad land, S28”01’47”W
674.87’ to the northeast
corner of the lands now or
formerly of Annette & John P.
Culmine (Deed Book 5964,

page 151, SBL: 86.4- 1-8.3);
thence along said Culmine’s
northerly line, N62”03’OO”W
50.00’ to the southeast corner
of the lands now or formerly
of Peppe & Sara Realty Corp,;
thence northerly along said
Peppe & Sara Realty Corp. and
the westerly side of the former
New England Railroad Co.,
N28”01’47”E 643,71’; thence
still along the westerly line
of said former railroad land,
N16°43’40”E 28,75’ to a point
on the southerly side of said
Station Road, said point being
the northeast corner of said
Peppe & Sara Realty Corp, said
point also being the northwest
corner of the herein described
parcel; thence along said Station Road, S65”05’27”E 55.72’
to the point or place of beginning, containing 0.77 acre of
land.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF
A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
(LLC), Name: AREA 241 LLC;
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on November 21, 2019; Office Location:
241 Hallihans Hill Road, Kingston, New York 12401; Ulster
County; SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served;
SSNY shall mail copy of process to Stephen Kursh, 241
Hallihans Hill Road, Kingston,
New York 12401; Term: Until
(Perpetual); Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of CatsHills Holdings LLC
The name of the limited liability company (“LLC”) is CatsHills Holdings LLC. Articles
of Organization were filed
with NYS Dept. of State on
11/26/19. The office of the

Full Chimney Service
Installation of
Chimneys
Stainless Steel
Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

845-338-0704
NOW OPEN

10 Kieffer Lane, Kingston NY
845-443-7727
The Hudson Valley's Premier Indoor Shooting Range and Firearms Training Center
Privately owned company in the Hudson Valley of New York that is promoting ﬁrearms safety in a 24 lane
Indoor Shooting Sports Complex with classroom and live ﬁre training. Our owners are both Veterans.
In addition to the range, there is 5000 sq ft of retail, a large event
space for gun shows, corporate functions and a cafe.
Safeshoot is a Class 07 & Class 06 FFL manufacturer and will be manufacturing range ammunition
on site, providing gunsmithing services and offering a signature line of 1911 handguns.
For range fees, hours of operation and to purchase online memberships please visit:

www.safeshootny.com
LLC is in Ulster County. The
secretary of state has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. The address
to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process against it is c/o Sharon
Klein, 34 Alan St, Stone Ridge,
NY 12484.
LEGAL NOTICE
Machthuis, LLC, Arts.
of Org. filed with SSNY on
11/21/19. Off. Loc.: Ulster
County, SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: The LLC, 1 Tomsons
Rd, Saugerties, NY 12477.
Purpose: to engage in any lawful act.
LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUNTY OF ULSTER
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE
FOR INDYMAC INDA MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2007-AR7
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2007AR7,
V.
BETTYANN CICALE A/K/A
BETTY ANN CICALE, ET AL
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated September
12, 2017, and entered in the
Office of the Clerk of the County
of Ulster, wherein DEUTSCHE
BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE FOR INDYMAC INDA MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST 2007-AR7 MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES
SERIES 2007-AR7 is the Plaintiff and BETTYANN CICALE
A/K/A BETTY ANN CICALE; ET
AL. are the Defendant(s). I, the
undersigned Referee will sell at

public auction at the ULSTER
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY
12401, on January 8, 2020
at 10:00 am, premises known
as 13 LAUREL PARK RD, PINE
BUSH, NY 12566: Section
99.1, Block 1, Lot 9:
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT,
PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN
THE TOWN OF SHAWANGUNK,
COUNTY OF ULSTER AND
STATE OF NEW YORK
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed Judgment Index # 4324/2009.
Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, Esq.
- Referee. RAS Boriskin, LLC
900 Merchants Concourse,
Suite 310, Westbury, New York
11590, Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME
COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER
NEW PENN FINANCIAL, LLC
D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING, Plaintiff
AGAINST WAYNE KOLMEL,
MARGARIETTA KOLMEL, et
al., Defendant(s) Pursuant to a
Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale duly dated September
25, 2019 I, the undersigned
Referee will sell at public auction at the Side Lobby of the
County
Courthouse,
First
Floor, 285 Wall Street, City
of Kingston, on January 06,
2020 at 11:30AM, premises
known as 6 FRONTIER DRIVE,
PINE BUSH, NY 12566. All that
certain plot piece or parcel of
land, with the buildings and improvements erected, situate,
lying and being in the Town of
Shawangunk, County of Ulster
and State of New York, SECTION 98.4, BLOCK 2, LOT 4.
Approximate amount of judgment $102,157.67 plus interest and costs. Premises will
be sold subject to provisions

of filed Judgment for Index#
3107-14. REBECCA MILLOURAS-LETTRE, ESQ., Referee
Gross Polowy, LLC Attorney
for Plaintiff 1775 Wehrle Drive,
Suite 100 Williamsville, NY
14221 66776
LEGAL NOTICE
Index No.: 18-1605
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY
OF ULSTER
AFFINITY FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION, Plaintiff,
Against
DONALD E. ROSS, JR.,
a/k/a DONALD ROSS, JR.;
BURTON GULNICK, JR., ET AL.,
Defendant(s).
Pursuant to a Judgment
of Foreclosure and Sale, duly
granted 10/25/2019, I, the
undersigned Referee, will sell
at public auction, in the Main
Lobby of Ulster County Courthouse, 285 Wall Street, Kingston, NY 12401 on 1/8/2020
at 11:00 am, premises known
as 275 Irish Cape Road, Napanoch, New York 12458
a/k/a 275 Irish Cape Road,
Wawarsing, New York 12458,
and described as follows:
ALL that certain plot, piece
or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements thereon erected, situate, lying and
being in the Town of Wawarsing, Ulster County, New York,
Section 83.1, Block 2 and Lot
42.110.
The approximate amount
of the current Judgment lien
is $254,713.24 plus interest
and costs. The Premises will
be sold subject to provisions
of the aforesaid Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale; Index #
18-1605
Mari Ann Connolly, Esq.,
Referee.
OFFIT KURMAN, 10 EAST
40TH STREET, 35TH FLOOR,

NEW YORK, NY 10016
Dated: 11/12/2019
PB
LEGAL NOTICE
RUSK MOUNTAIN LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 11/18/2019. Office in Greene Co. SSNY desig.
agent of LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to PO Box 37,
Ashland, NY 12407. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME
COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER
LOANCARE
LLC,
Plaintiff
AGAINST THOMAS M. WADSWORTH, et al., Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale duly
dated October 03, 2019 I, the
undersigned Referee will sell at
public auction at the Side Lobby of the County Courthouse,
First Floor, 285 Wall Street,
City of Kingston, on January
07, 2020 at 10:00AM, premises known as 18 BRIARWOOD
LANE, MARLBORO, NY 12542
AKA 18 BRIARWOOD LANE,
MARLBOROUGH, NY 12542.
All that certain plot piece or
parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements erected, situate, lying and being in
the Town of Marlboro, County
of Ulster and State of New
York, SECTION 108.4, BLOCK
9, LOT 9. Approximate amount
of judgment $259,597.06 plus
interest and costs. Premises
will be sold subject to provisions of filed Judgment for
Index# 2018-4194. REBECCA
MILLOURAS-LETTRE,
ESQ.,
Referee Gross Polowy, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff 1775
Wehrle Drive, Suite 100 Williamsville, NY 14221 66702
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Benefit this Friday

Good Lola

Everyone is invited to an entertaining evening to
benefit Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson on Friday, Dec.
6, at 7 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 320
Sawkill Road, Kingston. This grassroots social justice
organization has been working tirelessly to ensure
that our community is welcoming and safe for all.
Here is our chance to show our appreciation while
having a wonderful time. In a rare Hudson Valley
appearance, nationally acclaimed poet, playwright
and performance artist Magdalena Gomez will open
the night with a fiery presentation that will stay with
you long after the evening is over. She will be followed
by a terrific band Pops and the Weasels who will get
you on the dance floor or swaying in your seat. Light
refreshments will be served including delicious treats
from Hudson Valley Dessert Company. All for a donation of $20 — more if you can, less if you can’t.
Christine Dinsmore
Saugerties

No future
The proposed New York Health Act is DOA —
“dead on arrival”
Listen to a supporter of the proposed act, Assemblyman Kevin Cahill’s description of what I call
insurmountable challenges. Cahill said in an emailed
statement he will focus on several major issues that
remain largely unresolved, including the desire of
many to continue to reap the benefits of their existing health insurance and, of course, the great public
cost that would be associated with a transition of this
magnitude. In opposing this health act, I emphasize
that we do not want universal health coverage in New
York State. And yes, we want to keep our existing
health insurance and yes this Health Act has a great
public cost. Therefore, the meetings on this act are
“show” meetings. The supporters are hoping that those
opposed win the argument. Otherwise, this Health
Act is useless and hurtful for most taxpayers and will
further sink New York’s economy.
Ralph Mitchell
Kingston

Revenue reduction
On Sunday, Nov. 17, I read where the City of
Kingston had settled a tax assessment case with Best
Western on Washington Avenue. It said after a closed
meeting the city would refund $57,000 in over paid
taxes. What it did not say was what the implications
would be to the school district and county. I have now
just run the numbers. The 2017 reduction of $465,000
means the school district will refund $14,930. As for
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LOLA, THE READING DOG at the Kingston Library and owned by L.K. Neller, was one of numerous pets
that received a holiday blessing from Minister Nicholas Zaccheo of Tillson. This event led off the Sinterklaas
celebration last Saturday, whose 2019 honored animal was the endangered sturgeon, called by some (who
apparently favor metaphor over taxonomical precision) the “dinosaur of the Hudson.”
2018, the reduction of $1,242,000 means a refund of
$39,260. Finally the 2019 reduction of $2,116,000
means a refund of $63,691. The three-year total refund
is $117,881 round figures. In addition the county will
have to come up with between $15-16,000. For the
year 2020 school taxes will be at least $84,760 less
than the $365,000 they originally were going to pay
this year or about $271,000 depending on the tax rate,
and their property value will go down 20 percent while
everyone else’s just went up 10 percent and tax bills will
be going up 2.4 percent. It was nice of Best Western
to take a hit on the future value of their property or
the refunds would have been more. But who makes up
the shortfall? The rest of the taxpayers. Since 2016 the
hotel assessment has gone up 25 percent or 27 percent
compounded from $9,300,000 to $11,816,000 and
now by judicial intervention in addition to the refund
it will be going down 21 percent to 3.2 percent less
than the 2016 value of $9,300,000 or $9,000,000.
I thought property values were going up. Our
forefathers may have been correct, only landowners
should vote, and secondly how can our mayor achieve
affordable housing with these shenanigans? Nobody
cares, your witness.
Bruce McLean
Kingston

Analogous
“Grab ’em by the pussy” is to women as “Grab ’em
by the purse strings” is to Ukraine.
Tom Cherwin
Saugerties
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Don’t be fooled —
5G is very toxic
An ex-Verizon employee told a group of us that
as an employee, he and others were instructed by
senior staff, that when working on 5G “Small Cell”
transmitters to do so for nine minutes at a time with
hour lapses in between due to electromagnetic radiation (EMR) exposure. I recently heard a similar

thing about Con Edison instructing their employees
to work 20 minutes at a time with hour lapses. Let us
not be fooled by the name “Small Cell,” as radiation
wise they are anything but small, but very powerful.
The ex-Verizon guy told us where two 5G Small Cell
transmitters are in Kingston, one on the roof of the
Bowery Dugout and one on the roof of Smoker’s
Choice retail outlet, both on Ulster Avenue. With that
knowledge last Friday and Saturday I went to both
locations to measure EMR of those 5G “Small Cell”
transmitters/receivers with my new “Acoustimeter 10”
made in England and designed to measure radiation
exposures with frequencies up to 8G. Measurements
begin just below known threshold of bio-effects at 3
microwatts per meter squared (mwpms), way below the
outdated FCC standards. Above that the Acoustimeter
measures specific power densities where biological
health disorders have been documented in thousands
of medical peer-reviewed studies. The readings from
this meter are not something you could use in a court
case but they give you a very good idea what kind of
EMR exposure is happening where you are.
Readings taken 100 feet away from the Bowery
Dugout and Smoker’s Choice for average power
densities of EMR were 50,000 (mwpms) sometimes
jumping as high as 79,000 to 83,000 mwpms. The
huge cell tower in Hurley on Reservoir Road right
off of Rte. 28 measured 21,000 mwpms, sometimes
jumping to 41,000 mwpms, and that cell tower has at
least 25 service provider transmitter/receivers on it.
Remember, biologically safe limit is below 3mwpms.
If we don’t speak up and protest the potential 5G
EMR assault on our families’ well-being we may end
up with one of these deceptive “Small Cell” 5G units
right outside our bedroom window that puts out
twice the EMR a huge cell tower does. Let your town
supervisor and town board know you oppose toxic 5G
technology, no matter what the purported benefits
are, when orders-of-magnitude faster, hack-proof
and radiation-free “Fiber to the Home” is available
if we demand it.
Steve Romine
Woodstock
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IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Healthy conclusion

K

Albany is the more promising route. As bad as things
are in Albany, this veteran state legislator thinks,
more than you or I will ever know about the
they’re a lot worse in Washington. A national health
important, complex and vexing subject of
plan created in Washington would be “so full of warts
healthcare policy. The Kingston assemblyand gaps [that] we may wish it didn’t exist.”
member is a walking encyclopedia when
Medicare for all would be the simplest and probably
it comes to systems of healthcare both domestic and
the most economical way to transition on a national
international. He’s been immersed in the topic for
level, Cahill said. Making the state the insurer of last
more than 30 years.
resort for the uninsured (“the public option”) might be
It’s clear where he stands in the current seeman acceptable solution. There are alternatives, though.
ingly endless debates. Cahill is and has been for his
“It’s important to remember that there is more than
entire political career an unabashed supporter of a
one way responsibly to address the issue,” he concluded.
single-payer health system, sometimes characterized
That flexibility undermines the characterization
as, but certainly not limited to, “Medicare for all.” That
by some opponents of Kevin Cahill as an ideologue.
was clear when he addressed a group of more than 100
Cahill’s a politician, not an administrator. His decades
supporters gathered outside the county office building
of exposure to the varied ways different societies and
in Kingston on Monday morning last week prior to a
different regions within societies deal with healthcare
state legislative hearing on the sixth floor.
has taught him a thing or two. He has developed
Parked on the Fair Street curbside was a truck
considerable expertise in threading the policy needle
with a massive mobile billboard carrying the message,
to address the aches and pains of a vast industry that
“Single-payer will hurt New York.” A single-payer
accounts for one dollar of every six in the American
healthcare system in the state would mean $10.1 billion
economy. Despite an admittedly nuanced and difficult
in new taxes and cost 160,532 jobs, the billboard said.
New York State political picture, he sees a leadership
A series of speakers including Cahill disputed
the intrusive billboard.
“Healthcare is a human
right,” they said. “It’s also
an economic necessity.”
Healthcare bills are today the leading cause of
personal bankruptcy in
America.
The crowd was encouraged to start a chant,
“They got billboards, we
got people.” That was
followed by “Everybody
in, nobody out.”
Todd Schmidt, president of the Ulster County
local chapter of CSEA,
the civil-service union,
said later in the week
that his members were
currently opposed to a
PHYLLIS McCABE
state-based single-payer
Kevin
Cahill
speaks
to
the
crowd
at
the
Nov.
25
rally.
system, which he said
path for the state. For the 64-year-old Kingstonian,
would be very costly and would not improve on the
introducing universal health care to New York State
benefits that his members enjoyed under collective
is the opportunity of a lifetime.
bargaining agreements with the county government.
There were occasions, added Schmidt, that the union
had taken less money in negotiations because of the
o strong is this propensity of mankind
quality of these benefits. Though he was open to
to fall into mutual animosities,” wrote James
expanding coverage for the uninsured, he thought it
Madison in 1787 in Federalist Paper 10, “that
unlikely anything would be offered that “would be as
where no substantial occasion presents itself, the most
good as what we have.”
frivolous and fanciful distinctions have been sufficient
to kindle their unfriendly passions and excite their
most violent conflicts.”
he Organization for Economic CooperPerhaps because it involves so many life-and-death
ation and Development (OECD) provides the
decisions, the chaotic universe of American healthcare
international gold standard for the gathering of
provides a fertile breeding ground for mutual aniinformation about how — and how well — the healthmosities, whether at the national, state or local level.
care systems of various countries work. The OECD
With so much at stake, interest groups are likely to be
measures their performance by various yardsticks and
uncompromising. But the wise statesman knows that
publishes annual findings (Health at a Glance 2019 is
some compromise is necessary. “The friend of popular
the most recent). It provides as close as the world has
governments,” wrote Madison, “will not fail, therefore,
to the common data base from which reasoned debate
to set a due value on any plan which, without violatabout international healthcare policy can take place.
ing the principles to which he is attached, provides a
What’s obvious is how varied are the national sysproper cure for it.”
tems. These differences often reflect how the systems
Cahill, himself certainly no stranger to political
came to be and the variations in perceived healthcare
partisanship, relishes opportunities to remind conneeds in various countries.
servative opponents of occasions of their political
That variety holds true in the various states of the
apostasy. For the Kingston hearing, he found a good
United States, Kevin Cahill noted. Different states
story from his own experience.
follow different models and have different experiences.
Arthur Flemming, Dwight Eisenhower’s secretary
“There is no national consensus or even common
of Health, Education and Welfare, a native Kingstonian
experience from one state to another regarding healthburied in Montrepose Cemetery, favored a single-payer
care,” Cahill pointed out in a communication last week.
healthcare system. “Flemming told a group of mostly
“Florida, for example, has long been a clinic-model
his fellow Republicans gathered at the Hillside Manor
state. Montana relies on remote healthcare. New York’s
to celebrate the anniversary of the local hospitals that
system is centered around institutional care through
universal healthcare access and a national single-payer
hospitals and nursing homes. The range of benefits
plan was an imperative, the same postulate he offered
and the nature of providers varies from state to state
for the previous 60 years,” wrote Cahill. “I swear by the
as well.” There are more than 50 healthcare delivery
end of his speech even the staunchest of opponents
systems in the United States.
was rethinking their position.”
For Cahill, attacking healthcare problems through

evin Cahill has probably forgotten
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SHOP

LOCAL
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WIN!!!

WIN a $50 Gift Certiﬁcate to:
Bare Furniture
Catskill Rose
Center for Therapeutic Massage
Chops
Crafts People
Crystal Connections
Early Terrible
Emerson
Gilded Carriage
Glo Spa
Handmade
Health & Nutrition Center
Historic Red Hook Diner
Isabella’s
Movita Dance
Mudd Club
The Nest Egg
October Country
Oriole 9
Paradise Emporium
Pilates of New Paltz
PopCulture Collectibles
Postmark Books
The Pub
Rosendale WaxWorks Candles & Soaps
Scarborough Fare
Story’s Nursery
Town & Country Liquors
Wallkill View Farm
The Wine Hutch
Woodstock Art Exchange
Woodstock Golf Club
Woodstock Healing Arts

And many more still joining the
Shop Local Extravaganza!!!!!
Send us a picture of you shopping
local or a copy of your receipt.

Many winners each week between
now and the end of the year.

You can enter
each week!!!
Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com
Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402
Text: 845-332-0175
Include name and contact
information!

Thank you for
shopping local!

12

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2019 KINGSTON TIMES

Claus and Klass, LLC
BOTH SANTA AND SINTER MADE THEIR APPEARANCES in town this week — Claus (with
spouse) at the Kingston Professional Firefighters Association’s tree-lighting ceremony Friday at Academy Green; Klass (with friend) on Saturday as he paraded downtown in advance of his traditional boat
ride across the river.

PHOTOS BY PHYLLIS McCABE
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With every

gift subscription
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For Information
& Appointment Call:

lit
tle

845-430-4239

…

you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

TO:

Place your Christmas order
by Dec. 19th for the

FROM:

name: ____________________________________

name: ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________ state __

town/city: _________________ state __

phone:___________

zip ____

email: __________________

For all your Fresh Fish and Sea Food Needs

phone:___________

zip ____

email: __________________

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.
Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200

“Feast of the
Seven Fishes”

Did you know we can fry your ﬁsh too?

Specializing in Fresh
sh
Shrimp Platters

Merry
Christmas!
654 Broadway, Kingston, NY
(845) 338-5522 • theseadeli.com

888-501-2811

1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

