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Frozendale Festival, December 14
by Frances Marion Platt

N
OT A MUNICIPAL event but a “community-generated festival,” Frozendale 
returns to the downtown shopping district in Rosendale this year from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, December 14. Just about every shop on Main 
Street showcases the best of local food, art, music and crafts. The day be-

gins with Holiday Stories for Children at 10 a.m. at the Rosendale Library, launching 
a used book and small gift sale that runs until 3 p.m. At 11 a.m., your family is invited 
to enjoy a free screening at the Rosendale Theatre of An American Tail (1986), an 
animated fi lm about a young Russian mouse who gets separated from his family af-
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Last year’s tree  lighting in Gardiner. Pictured (L-R): Jodi Lundi, Linda Egan and Marlene 
Magnanini.
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Gardiner Tree-Lighting/Caroling, December 6

by Frances Marion Platt

E
ACH YEAR, GARDINERITES gather outside Town Hall for a Tree-Lighting Cer-
emony, preceded by a parade through the hamlet with a fi re engine blaring 
carols over a loudspeaker and a performance by the students of Take the 
Leap Dance Company upon arrival. This year, event sponsorships by Tan-

tillo’s Farm Market and the Walden Savings Bank are making it possible for Santa and 
Mrs. Claus to lead the parade in a horse-
drawn wagon. And Mike Ciavolino, the new 
owner of Majestic’s Hardware, will host a 
free photobooth in front of the store at the 

FILE PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

In this photo from Frozendale in 2015, Jane Brown of Accord gives an aff ectionate hug to 
Santa James Noon of Rosendale.

Light up the Hamlet, December 13

Holiday on Huguenot Street/Community 
Tree-Lighting, December 6/7

by Frances Marion Platt

I
N NEW PALTZ, the place to be for a sense of immersion in the Spirit of Christmas 
Past is of course Historic Huguenot Street. It’s also the place where our annual 
Community Tree-Lighting is held, and that commences with a Light Parade be-
ginning at 7 p.m. this Friday, December 6. Immediately thereafter, the New Paltz 

Reformed Church will host a free holiday concert in its sanctuary, featuring the Olive 
Quintet, while kids and parents queue up to have their pictures taken with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus on the Deyo House porch.

It’s a good idea to arrive as soon as it’s getting dark, however, because there’s plen-
ty of festivity happening before the tree-lighting. Special one-hour Victorian-themed 
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by Frances Marion Platt

T
HE TOWN OF Lloyd’s annual community tree-lighting party is dubbed Light 
up the Hamlet. This year it happens from 6 to 9 p.m. next Friday, December 
13. The streets in the hamlet of Highland are closed to traffi  c for the holiday 
celebration. The town-square community gathering always has a nostalgic 

quality to it: a small-town sweetness that evokes the holidays of earlier, more inno-
cent eras.

Santa Claus arrives at the corner of Main Street and Vineyard Avenue astride a fi re 

Local at Heart’s annual holiday cookie walk will be held again this year on Huguenot 
Street in New Paltz.

Sydney Druttman, Valerie Cupo and Highland High School choir director Lynda Keech 
prepare to join in singing Christmas carols at last year’s Light Up the Hamlet.
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond
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Work by Helen Hosking. An enamelista bowl.

Christmastime benefi t concert
at the Redeemer Lutheran Church

The New Paltz Musicales will present its sixth an-
nual Christmastime concert, benefi ting Family of 
Woodstock Inc., on Friday, December 13, 7 p.m., at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, located at 90 Route 32 
South in New Paltz. The snow date is December 15 
at 4:30 p.m.

The concert will feature the talents of Reggie Har-
ris -- an innovative guitarist, creative vocalist and 
storyteller. This year’s concert will also feature the 
musical talents of Betty and the Baby Boomers. 
Rounding out the event will be the Redeemer’s own 
jam band and the Mountain Laurel High School En-
semble.

The suggested donation is $15 for adults and $5 for 
children 12 and under. One-hundred percent of all 
donations will be given to Family of Woodstock Inc.

Light refreshments will be served during intermis-
sions.

For additional information, e-mail community@
redeemernewpaltz.org or call (845) 255-0051.

Buy nothing day

The New Paltz Friends’ Meeting will hold its elev-
enth annual “Buy Nothing Day” holiday event this 
Saturday, December 7, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Meet-
ing House, located at 8 North Manheim Boulevard in 
New Paltz.

Tired of Black Friday? The commercialization of 
the holidays? Low on cash for gifts this year? Don’t 
want to be part of the holiday shopping scene? Say 
“no” to shopping and “yes” to recycling and shar-
ing. This holiday “sale” is free. Gift-wrapping and 
refreshments will be provided. 

The community is invited to donate new or like-
new, giftable items (household goods, clothing, 
books, toys -- all in good condition) on Friday, De-
cember 6 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Meeting House.

For additional information, contact Patty Salone 
at (845) 701-1380. 

Highland High School
holiday craft  fair

The Highland High School PTSA will hold its annu-
al craft fair this Saturday, December 7 from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the high school, located at 320 Pancake 
Hollow Road. The event will feature more than 50 
vendors, Santa, kids’ crafts, gift wrapping, food, a 
dance recital, Christmas music and a photo shoot.

Special Mass in honor
of Our Lady of Guadalupe

There will be a special Mass in honor of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, the patron saint of the Americas, on 
Thursday, December 12, 7 p.m., at St. Joseph Church, 
located at 34 South Chestnut Street in New Paltz.

The Mass will be bilingual and will be sponsored 
by Brazos Abiertos, the Hispanic ministry that has 
been part of St. Joseph’s family for the past few years. 
A reception featuring many traditional dishes from 
Mexico will follow in the church hall. And at 5 a.m. 
that morning, the church will have “Las Mañanitas” 
-- a ritual in which the Blessed Mother is serenaded. 

All are welcome.

Community luncheon
on December 10

The next community luncheon, sponsored by the 
Jewish Congregation of New Paltz ( JNCP), will be 
held on Tuesday, December 10, noon, at the Jewish 
Center, located at 30 North Chestnut Street in New 
Paltz. With Hanukkah in mind, volunteer chef Sheila 
Fishman of Fox Hill BnB has planned a “Lotsa Latkes 
Luncheon.” The menu includes: Roman chickpea 
soup, Macabee latkes with applesauce and sour 
cream, Assyrian salad with feta and olives and lem-
on sorbet with ginger plum sauce for dessert.

Contact Myra Sorin at 255-5016 or myrasorin@
gmail.com by the Friday before (December 6) to re-
serve your place. The cost is $5 for members of JCNP 
and $9 for others. Reservations are required.

Jewish renewal services December 
6th and 7th

Join Kol Hai Hudson Valley Jewish Renewal for 
Shabbat services this Friday, December 6, 6:30 p.m., 
at Woodland Pond in New Paltz. The gatherings are 
joyful, musical, multigenerational and meditative. 
The group will delve into the meanings of Torah 
from the ancient Hebrew mystical tradition, sing 
and chant. Services are followed by Kiddush and a 
potluck desert. 

A generations Shabbat will be held this Saturday, 
December 7 at 10 a.m. This is a family friendly, all-
inclusive gathering, which includes singing, sharing 
the Torah, a children’s blessing and fellowship. Re-
freshments follow. 

Kol Hai’s music-fi lled Shabbat services are open to 

all. Services are held in the great room at the Wood-
land Pond Health Center building in New Paltz. For 
more information, contact hello@kolhai.org, visit 
www.kolhai.org or call (845) 477-5457.

Ponies and Toys Drive
to benefi t Family of New Paltz

Lucky C Stables will hold its 16th annual Ponies 
and Toys Drive to benefi t Family of New Paltz on 
Sunday, December 15 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the stables, 
located at 31 Yankee Folly Road in New Paltz.

Bring a new unwrapped toy for a child in need and 
receive a free pony or horse ride. All ages are wel-
come. The event is inside and is held rain/snow/sleet 
or shine, but dress warm. The event will also feature 
holiday treats, holiday music and hot chocolate.

For more information, visit www.luckycstables.
com or call (845) 255-3220.

Celebrate the holiday season
at Water Street Market

This year marks Water Street Market’s 20th anni-
versary and a series of holiday events are planned 
for Sundays in December from 1 to 5 p.m. starting 
on December 8 and running through December 22. 

“We will be collecting coats, toys and food for hu-
mans and pets that will all be donated to Family of 
New Paltz, and as a thank you we will be off ering you 
a free hot cider,” says Walter Marquez, manager of 
Water Street. “We will also be holding a month-long 
raffl  e. For every $20 you spend in our retail shops, 
you will be entered to win a Water Street Market bas-
ket fi lled with some of our most favorite items.” 

Unison Arts Center 29th annual Craft, Art & 
Design Fair, December 7/8

Y
OU’VE LONG KNOWN it as one of the coolest places around to buy holiday gifts made by 
local artisans at reasonable prices, but you’re probably used to it happening early each 
December at the New Paltz Middle School, which is currently in the midst of a major 
renovation project. So, this year the Unison Arts Center’s Craft, Art and Design Fair -- its 

29th annual outing -- will be held in a new location: the Ulster BOCES Conference Center, located 
at 175 Route 32 North. From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. this Saturday and Sunday December 7 and 8, this 
popular holiday show will feature handmade work in diverse materials: functional and decorative 
ceramics, fi ber and wearable arts, wood-turnings, baskets, paintings in oil and pastel, jewelry in 
silver, cloisonné, mixed metals and beads, plush animals, puppets, holiday ornaments, decora-
tive cards, jams and pickles, natural soaps and crafted wreaths.

Entry to the crafts fair, which includes a raffl  e ticket, costs $4 general admission, $3 for Unison 
members and students and is free for children 12 and under. The event is an important fundraiser 
for this precious local cultural resource. To learn more, call (845) 255-1559.

-- Frances Marion Platt
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Hanukkah Celebration

T
HE JEWISH CONGREGATION of New Paltz will hold its annual Hanukkah celebration on 
Sunday, December 22 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Jewish Congregation of New Paltz Commu-
nity Center, located at 30 North Chestnut Street in New Paltz.  All are welcome. This cel-
ebration will include a group sing-a-long led by the Chai Notes, games (including dreidle), 

crafts and latkes.
If possible, bring your menorah and candles and participants will symbolically light the menorahs 

together. Please also bring a vegetarian dish to share.
The Judaica shop will also be open during the party. For additional information, call (845) 255-

9817

Rabbi William Strongin joins along in the Hanukkah songs sung at last year's annual celebration at the 
Jewish Congregation of New Paltz Community Center.

This Sunday, December 8 will feature caroling and 
a coat drive from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. and free cider 
and drink specials will be off ered at Jar’d.

Sunday, December 15 will feature caroling and a 
toy drive from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. and free cider and 
drink specials will once again be off ered at Jar’d.                                                                           

On Sunday, December 22 from 1 to 5 p.m., custom 
wreaths will be created on the spot at The Grazery 
and a food drive for humans and pets will take place, 
along with free cider and drink specials at Jar’d.  Photos 
with Santa -- humans and pets -- will be off ered from 1 
to 3 p.m. at the Cronin Gallery and Vanaver Caravan 
will be performing Gabriel Vanaver’s New Musical Sto-
rybook Water Wings from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Wreath and poinsettia sale
at Gardiner Library

The Friends of the Gardiner Library will host their 
annual wreath and poinsettia sale this Saturday, De-
cember 7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be ten-
inch and 12-inch wreathes, small and large poinset-
tias and cyclamen plants for sale. Proceeds benefi t 
the Friends of the Gardiner Library.

The sale will take place in the Gardiner Library 
community room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

True stories of mental illness and 
recovery workshop and reading
at Elting Library

An evening on mental health, featuring the book 
Into Sanity will be held this Saturday, December 7, 
4 p.m., in the Steinberg Reading Room of the Elting 
Memorial Library, located at 93 Main Street in New 
Paltz.

There will be a free workshop before the reading 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Participating contributors, includ-
ing Rae Alexandra Underberg, Rebecca Schumejda, 
Martha Nichols, Beth Richards, Greg Correll and Ju-
lie Evans, will meet with participants in small groups 
to talk about fi nding your voice, telling your story 
and writing about diffi  cult material. The workshop 

attendance is limited; please register beforehand by 
email to Greg Corell at gcorrell@smallpackages.com.

The free public reading will take place from 7 to 
9 p.m., when six contributors to Into Sanity: Essays 
about Mental Health, Mental Illness and Living In Be-
tween will read from their pieces. A book signing will 
follow the reading.

Co-sponsors of the evening are the Maya Gold 
Foundation and Inquiring Minds Books.

Mushrooom Shed to hold monthly 
planning meeting

The monthly planning meeting of the Mushroom 
Shed will be held on Tuesday, December 10, 6 p.m., 
in the social hall of the New Paltz Reformed Church, 
located at 92 Huguenot Street in New Paltz. If you’re 
interested in being a part of this “all things mush-
room” community, feel free to attend. 

A presentation and conversation by Luke Sarran-
tonio, titled Facts About Fungi, will take place at 7 
p.m. He’ll talk about the world of fungi, how they 
show up in our everyday lives and how we can col-
laborate with them to navigate obstacles we will face. 

For more information, contact Amanda Heidel at 
732-778-0001 or e-mail communitymushroomshed@
gmail.com.

Student climate strike returns
to New Paltz

The second student climate strike for New Paltz 
middle school and high school students and SUNY 
New Paltz is happening this Friday, December 6 
from noon to 2:30 p.m. 

Since the fi rst local climate strike in September, the 
news has only gotten worse for the planet. Earlier this 
month, in remarkably stark language for a scientifi c 
study, a new report by 11,258 scientists in 153 countries 
from many disciplines stated the planet “clearly and 
unequivocally faces a climate emergency.” 

Climate strikes are occurring nationally December 
6. The local New Paltz climate strike starts at noon 
with SUNY students meeting in front of the Humani-
ties building on campus, while middle school stu-

dents and parents meet at the corner of Manheim 
Boulevard and Main Street. The groups will join and 
start marching at 12:15 p.m. up Main Street along the 
sidewalks to join high school students, converging for 
a rally in front of the Department of Environmental 
Conservation buildings at 21 South Putt Corners Road. 

The rally will feature student and community 
speakers and music by Tin Horn Uprising and Resist-
erhood. The event is co-sponsored by Extinction Re-
bellion NP, New Paltz Climate Action Coalition, New 
Paltz Climate Smart Community, NYPIRG, U-Act, Tin 
Horn Uprising, Resisterhood and others. 

Maya Gold Foundation presents 
“The Future Unknown”

“The Future Unknown” is the culmination of a 
seven-week-long writing and performing workshop 
off ered to the Hudson Valley community by the Maya 
Gold Foundation. The youth involved created origi-
nal spoken word pieces for this public performance 
on topics of relevance to them. Over the course of 
the workshop, the theme of “The Future Unknown” 
emerged as a focus for the project. Teens will be 
reading aloud their written work, sharing art and 
music and refl ecting on issues of concern to them.

 The free public performance will be held this Sun-
day, December 8, 5 p.m., at the Denizen Theatre, lo-
cated at 10 Main Street in New Paltz. Following the 
show, there will be a meet and greet with the youth 
and a light reception. The program is suitable for 
ages twelve and up. Youth presenting at this event 
are: Allie Carney, Ben Kooperman, Kaylin Martin, 
Maitreya Motel, Sadie Spring and Sophie Turner. 

“I have had the pleasure of witnessing these Hud-
son Valley teens work each week to create art togeth-
er,” said Mathew Swerdloff , co-founder of the Maya 
Gold Foundation. “The process is beautiful to watch, 
and I am so proud of the group. I encourage adults 
and teens to come out and support this work and 
these young people.”

This event is hosted by the Maya Gold Foundation 
and emceed by Poet Gold. For additional informa-
tion, contact the Maya Gold Foundation at info@
mayagoldfoundation.org.

The New Paltz-Gardiner
senior news

The New Paltz-Gardiner senior citizens December 
11 meeting and holiday gathering will take place at 
1:30 p.m. at the VFW Social Hall on Route 32 south 
in New Paltz.

Enjoy coff ee, tea, birthday cake and snacks, plus 
hear holiday readings. Receive information about 
future trips and luncheons planned for 2020. New 
members welcomed. For trip information, call Phyl-
lis Maier at (845) 255-6878 and for program informa-
tion, call Kathy Rivera at (845) 256-9490.

PIES • STOLLEN • CANNOLI 
DINNER ROLLS 

COOKIE PLATTERS

CANDY CANES

BABKA

CHRISTMAS COOKIES

CHOCOLATES  
& TRUFFLES

GINGERBREAD PEOPLE

GINGERBREAD  
HOUSE KITS

Gift Certificates 
are the Perfect Gift!

FOR CHRISTMAS MORNING, STOCK 
UP ON BAGELS, CROISSANTS, MUFFINS, 

DANISH & CINNAMON BUNS

Happy Holidays!

THE BAKERY
Serving New Paltz for 38 years.

13a Front Street, New Paltz, NY 
(845) 255 8840 www.ilovethebakery.com

PIES • STOL
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Tower 
power
Planning Board discusses 
an application to erect a cell 
tower at 60 Jansen Road

by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ TOWN Planning Board mem-
bers learned at their November 25 meet-
ing that they will have some say over plans 
to site a cellular tower on Jansen Road, but 

that federal law prevents them from dragging their 
feet on making a decision. An application to erect a 
tower at 60 Jansen Road on behalf of Homeland Tow-
ers has not yet been submitted, as that would trigger 
a hard deadline of 150 days to complete all aspects of 
the approval process, which includes any variances 
applied for at the Zoning Board of Appeals. Board at-
torney Richard Golden strongly recommended using 
a wireless consultant to advise them on the process.

Once submitted, this application will require a use 
variance, for which a diffi  cult hardship barrier must 
be met; the hardship in this case would be the gap in 
service which the antenna would address. Planning 
Board members will have oversight on the visual im-
pact of the tower, and consultants are pushing for a 
balloon test to help identify from where in town it 
might be seen. This tower will be small enough not 
to require a light atop it.

Board member Amy Cohen pressed for more in-
formation about cancer concerns related to cellular 
towers. She was directed to the American Cancer So-
ciety and advised that a wireless consultant would 
be able to advise on the levels of radiation emitted.

If a tower is constructed, as board member Lyle 

Nolan noted, additional antennae may be mounted 
upon it, but he was advised that each change would 
again be subject to some level of local review. ++

Not a fan

New Paltz Town Planning Board member Amy 
Cohen isn't keen on the gateway zoning and associ-
ated master plan changes being proposed. Attend-
ing a board meeting in person for the fi rst time since 
October, she took the opportunity to weigh in as a 
member of the public during the comment period. 
"I remained silent during the public hearings" on the 
zoning changes, she acknowledged, but added, "I do 
not support many of the zoning changes embodied 
in this law," ideas which Cohen pointed out she's 
challenged at planning board meetings. She laid the 
entire aff air at the feet of the current supervisor, Neil 
Bettez, who "was the main voice in the discussion" 
and "ran for offi  ce on this platform."

Rather than the updated master plan Cohen 
would like to see, she sees this law change has stifl ed 
"responsible development" and "interfered with our 
town's future economic development." Commercial 
projects would help rein in tax increases for resi-
dential property owners, she noted, and "several of 
our applicants have been before our Planning Board 
for over fi ve years and have spent, collectively, mil-
lions of dollars on our planning process" during that 
period. She sought to contrast this to the approval 
of Zero Place in the village, which she said required 
"grandfathering in" of that project. During the Zero 
Place review, a point of contention which emerged 
was that the zoning along North Chestnut Street 
allowed four-story buildings; village trustees later 
modifi ed the law to cap development at only three 
fl oors, but the net-zero-energy project was approved 
under the original rules.

In addition to her concerns around economic im-
pacts, Cohen is concerned about litigation. "It is ob-
vious to me that our town taxpayers cannot aff ord 
lawsuits," she said at one point; she opened her com-
ments by saying, "I will not take on any personal li-
ability" due to the actions of town leaders.

Cohen also shared thoughts on the climate of co-
operation among town and village elected offi  cials. 
Any such collaboration on zoning and other matters 
should be formalized with an inter-municipal agree-
ment, allowing members of the public to provide in-
put into the scope and appropriateness of any such 
compact.

-- Terence P Ward

A modern building

The proposed expansion of New Paltz Storage on 
Henry W. Dubois Drive will be in a modern style, 
rather than attempt to make it look like something 

designed in the 19th or early 20th century. Town ar-
chitect Kurt Sutherland explained at the November 
25 town Planning Board meeting that the size of the 
structure, along with the desire by applicant Andy 
Loyer to mount solar panels atop it, would make 
any such eff orts fail to please the eye. Nevertheless, 
Adele Ruger, chair of the board, praised the latest 
design as being an example of what can be done with 
a modern architectural style.

Sutherland said that trying to make the proposed 
structure appear historic would be "fi ghting against 
the fl ow" due to the scale of the building; features 
like gables and gambrel roofs would be jarring rath-
er than soothing. Moreover, the site's topography 
restricts how the building will be situated, and roof 
peaks would thus interfere with solar collection.

Despite Ruger's praise and Loyer calling the design 
"sharp," the chair suggested that planting larger trees 
around the metal building would be preferable; the 
projections for fi ve years on show the structure 
mostly still visible. Loyer has maintained that this 
building will not be terrifi cally visible overall, with 
those turning the corner by the fi rehouse having the 
best view, but he appeared open to revising the land-
scape plan.

On a related matter, the applicant is seeking a par-
tial waiver from the requirement to denote trees of 
a certain size on the plans. Specifi cally, he'd rather 
not have to call out those trees on the two or so acres 
where there will be no construction.

Board members also wrestled with the possibility 
of waiving the sidewalk requirement for this proj-
ect, which is technically a subdivision because some 
land is being acquired from village fi re department 
property next door. Matt DiDonna observed that 
there are no sidewalks on that stretch of road, citing 
a reason which has successfully been used to secure 
such waivers since the 1970s, when the law was put 
into place. On the other hand, Lyle Nolan expressed 
caution, saying, "I would be reluctant to give up the 
sidewalks." Board members agreed that understand-
ing plans to develop pedestrian paths alongside the 
Empire State Trail -- which is technically for bicy-
cling only in this portion -- would be helpful in guid-
ing their decision.

-- Terence P Ward

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public 
Access Committee and the Recreation Committee. 
Interested parties are asked to submit a letter of in-
terest and resume to the supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail assistant@
townofnewpaltz.org.

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Town Planning Board members are discussing an application to erect a cell tower at 60 Jansen Road.



June 14, 2012  •  5  December 5, 2019 • 5  New Paltz Times 

 

New Paltz Middle School hosts Turkey Trials 

N
EW PALTZ MIDDLE School (NPMS) hosted its annual Turkey Trials on November 22. The 
school-wide event inspired students to help families in need this Thanksgiving while also 
having fun. To participate in Turkey Trials, students were encouraged to raise $10 per 
team. More than 300 students raised money and were then able to dress in creative, 

themed costumes and take part in the day-long event consisting of various team-building, interac-
tive games. Games ranged from hopping through a hula hoop course while playing rock, paper, 
scissors to dodge ball. As the day went on, teams were eliminated, but students still cheered their 
classmates on from the stands. 

The school collected an abundance of non-perishable food donations, so items such as roasting 
pans, casserole items, turkeys, pies, dinner rolls and tableware will be purchased with the Turkey 
Trials funds. Typically the donations are used specifi cally for middle school families, however, this 
year’s donations were so generous that NPMS is able to gift Thanksgiving baskets to families in need 
throughout the entire district. NPMS will also be able to help families during the winter holiday 
season using the money raised.

NPMS Principal Ann Shelton was overjoyed by the number of students who chose to participate in 
the event. “Every year, the Turkey Trials event brings the school together, promoting inclusiveness 
and creativity while supporting a good cause,” she said.

NEW PALTZ | SCHOOLS

Two New Paltz Middle School students saw the Turkey Trials event as an opportunity to get into the 
holiday spirit by dressing in Thanksgiving-themed costumes. Gobble, gobble! 

by Terence P Ward

N
EW PALTZ SUPERINTENDENT of Schools 
Maria Rice will be leaving her post in the 
New Paltz Central School District at the 
end of December, two-and-a-half years 

after she retired from that same job. She began col-
lecting a pension at the end of June, 2017; the con-
tract she had negotiated with district leaders actu-
ally saved taxpayers money by paying her both 
salary and pension since, as they would no longer 
be required to pay into the state pension fund on her 
behalf. Board members are planning on holding a 
special meeting on Monday, December 9, 6 p.m., at 
New Paltz High School in room 138 to discuss replac-
ing Rice, who has been superintendent for close to 
15 years. Board president Kathy Preston addressed 
some questions about that process.

According to Preston, a search consultant is ex-
pected to have been hired at the Monday meet-
ing, and then trustees "will begin a public dialogue 
about how best to engage and gather input from 
the community to help create an applicant profi le 
that encompasses the needs, priorities and vision of 
[school district] families and community members. 
This profi le will guide the search for potential appli-
cants." Public meetings will be scheduled once the 
process itself is fi nalized.

According to Preston, the board will be working 
with the search fi rm (once selected) to determine 
the priorities and methodology. “Of course there are 
bound to be some intangibles,” said Preston. “This 
will likely be part of our conversation at the table on 
Monday night during the special meeting convened 
for that purpose.

Preston addressed some additional questions 
about that process.

Ideally, how soon would you want a new superinten-
dent on the job?

The board plans to have a new superintendent in 
place by July 1, 2020.

When will an interim or acting superintendent be 
named?

We will be appointing [as] interim superintendent 
Dr. Bernard Josefsberg at the December 4 meeting, 
with a start date of December 18. We will also be ap-
pointing interim superintendent for business Don 
Gottlieb for December 18 through February 4, 2020, 
and appointing our new assistant superintendent for 
business, Sharifa Carbon, with a start date of Febru-
ary 5, 2020.

Are there specifi c powers or responsibilities which 
would not be given to an interim or acting superinten-
dent which a superintendent typically is given? If so, 
how will these be managed?

Pursuant to section 1711 of [state] education law, 
the interim superintendent will serve as chief execu-
tive offi  cer of the school district. Dr. Josefsberg has a 
wide range of experience and is highly qualifi ed, and 
we expect him to be outstanding in that capacity.

Some members of the community have informally ex-
pressed to this reporter a sense of unease at what they 
perceive as the level of deference given by trustees to the 
superintendent. What would you say the advantages 
and disadvantages are to having a superintendent with 
a tenure exceeding that of all members of the board of 
education?

I’ve spent enough time on both sides of the board 
table to understand that perception, however, mu-
tual respect is paramount in maintaining an eff ective 
relationship between the board and the superinten-
dent. Nothing is gained for the children of the dis-
trict otherwise. Those who have paid close attention 

Changes 
at the top
Maria Rice will be leaving 
the New Paltz School District 
at the end of December, BOE 
will appoint  Dr. Bernard 
Josefsberg as the district’s 
interim superintendent

to board initiatives over the last few years will see 
that the board's focus has been consistent with those 
goals. Ms. Rice's long tenure in the district has often 
provided necessary historical perspective for those of 
us who needed it. Mutual trust and eff ective communi-
cation are paramount, since there are many decisions 
the superintendent makes on the operational level that 
also need to be in alignment with the district mission.

The main factor in any decision-making is how it 
will aff ect our students, and the board is committed 
to maintaining that focus as we move ahead, through 
this interim period and with our new superinten-
dent as well. ++

Special meetings of the New Paltz 
Board of Education 

The New Paltz Central School District Board of 
Education will hold a special board meeting on De-
cember 9, 6 p.m., at New Paltz High School in room 
138. Following the board meeting, a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the Wellness Center will take place at 
6:30 p.m. 

The board will also hold a special meeting on De-
cember 5, 5:30 p.m., in the district offi  ce conference 
room.

New Paltz Middle School PTA 
holiday vendor fair

The New Paltz Middle School PTA will hold its 
third annual holiday vendor fair this Saturday, De-
cember 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the New Paltz 
Middle School, located at 196 Main Street. This event 
benefi ts the New Paltz Middle School PTA. 

The fair will feature shopping from local business-
es, music, food and the book fair.

Maria Rice. 
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ROSENDALE  | PLACE

by Sharyn Flanagan

I
T’S THE RONDOUT Creek that runs alongside 
the newly-opened Creekside Bar & Bistro that 
gives the Rosendale-based restaurant its name. 
But the heart of the new business comes from 

its owners, who each have nearly two decades of ex-
perience knowing how to make restaurant patrons 
feel welcome. Juan Galvan and Reshma Ramoutar 
will be familiar faces to anybody who dined regu-
larly at the original Gilded Otter in New Paltz, before 
it was sold to its present owners. The husband and 
wife team worked at The Otter as servers -- she for 
16 years and he for 18 -- with his roles also includ-
ing a stint in the kitchen and his fi nal role there as 
a manager. The quality of service the two provided 
their customers over the years was outstanding, an 
authentic kind of caring that this reporter will vouch 
for as a regular of many years at that eatery. 

Galvan is the extroverted half of the couple, easy 
to talk to and extremely personable, but Ramoutar, 
while possessing a more understated personality, is 
just as nice in her own way and equally kind. The 
couple met at The Otter and were together for 16 

years before their recent marriage in September. 
They share a four-year-old son, Naveen, who as it 
turns out, was indirectly the reason his parents fi nd 
themselves new restaurateurs at the location most 
recently occupied by Matsu Japanese restaurant, di-
rectly across from the Stewart’s on Route 32 North.

And it was all set into motion because of pizza. 
Over the years, the couple had talked about open-
ing their own place, but their plans always remained 
“just kind of a dream,” says Galvan. But things at The 
Gilded Otter began changing under its new owner-
ship, and ultimately, Galvan resigned as manager. 
“That was on a Monday,” he notes. “On Tuesday, we 
[he and Reshma] decided to get pizza for dinner. Our 
son likes pizza, and usually we get it from Rino’s and 
bring it back home to eat. But for some reason, that 
day Naveen insisted on coming to Antonio’s [the piz-
zeria next door to the new Creekside bistro]. Usually 
he’s happy to eat whatever we have, so I was sur-
prised; I asked him, ‘Are you sure?’ And he insisted. 
So we live about three minutes from here, and we 
pull up, and they had just put the sign up on the door 
at Matsu saying they’d closed.”

Calls were made, meetings were set up, and friends 
who know about the restaurant business were called 
upon to off er advice or opinions, including former 
Otter owner, Rick Rauch, who, Galvan says, took one 

look at the space and told them they should take it. 
A few months of negotiating the lease ensued, and 
Creekside Bar & Bistro opened the last week of No-
vember.

The menu is not unlike that at the old Otter, which 
is no surprise given that the chef is Darrell Tidwell, 
also a veteran of that eatery. The style of food is ba-
sically “American bistro,” Galvan says. “We didn’t 
want to limit ourselves on what we can do, if we 
stuck to just one type of food. But with American 
bistro we can do just about anything we want to. 
Our basic menu is going to be hand-pressed burgers, 
New York strip steaks, cordon bleu sandwiches, na-
chos, stuff  like that. And that’s the food we know; the 
best advice we got from restaurant people is to ‘stick 
with what you know.’”

Starters on the menu include a hummus platter 
($9.95), panko-covered fried shrimp ($12.95) and 
chicken fi ngers with barbecue sauce ($8.95). Salads 
include a Caesar salad ($9.95) that can be topped 
with chicken, shrimp, salmon or steak (for an addi-
tional $4-$8), and the Creekside Lumberjack Stew is 
a blend of tender beef, carrots, celery, onions and 
potatoes ($9.95). Entrees include boneless grilled 
pork chops ($15.95) and Cajun grilled salmon with 
a tequila-lime sauce ($17.25). There are several burg-
ers available ($10.95-$13.95) and sandwiches that in-

Creekside Bar & Bistro
Longtime Gilded Otter employees open their own place in Rosendale

LAUREN THOMAS

Creekside Bar and Bistro has opened in the old Matsu building in Rosendale. The new business is owned by former longtime Gilded Otter 
employees Reshma Ramoutar and Juan Galvan.
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clude a chicken cordon bleu ($12.95) and a salmon 
BLT with pesto mayo ($13.95).

Specials will be off ered on the weekends, and 
the couple hope to bring back some of the themed 
nights that The Otter was known for, such as the 
weekly lobster bake. “We’re thinking about doing 
Taco Tuesdays, Friday night fi sh ‘n’ chips… We’ll see 
what works and if it’s not working, we’ll change it,” 
says Galvan. “We’ll listen to the people, too, and see 
what they want.” 

Happy hour at the bar is from 4-6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and signature cocktails made with 
fresh ingredients are off ered. “We’ll also have beer and 
shot deals, local beer on tap, cans of other beers and 
a frozen drink machine to do all kinds of things from 
frozen rosés and Pina Coladas to kids’ smoothies.”

From the outside, the location is unassuming; a 
small storefront painted bright blue, sandwiched in 
between a liquor store and a pizzeria. But anyone 
who never ventured inside the place in its former in-
carnations will be surprised by the spacious interior 
that extends back some 2,500 square feet. There are 
large booths along the wall with table seating at the 
back, opposite fl oor-to-ceiling glass doors that let in 
lots of natural light and a view of the Rondout Creek 
fl owing by outside. Tall blackboards are next to the 
tables, off ering a place for kids to scribble while 
waiting for their food, and outdoor dining on a patio 
is planned for the spring.

The bar, which was once the sushi counter at Mat-
su, seats more than 20 people and features an attrac-

tive “live” edge on the wood. Diners are welcome to 
eat at the bar, and there are also small bar tables at the 
front of the restaurant. One of the things Galvan says 
they are particularly pleased about with the bar is an 
area with a small “cut-out” making it handicapped ac-
cessible for diners who wish to eat at the bar. 

Creekside Bar & Bistro is open seven days a week 
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. with the exception of a 9:30 
p.m. closing on Sundays. The new restaurateurs 
plan to be there every day, with Juan behind the bar 
and Reshma managing the front of the house. Her 
brother, Vishal -- another former Otter server -- will 
work there, as will other servers from that establish-
ment, at least to help out while the new restaurant is 
being established. “We defi nitely want to have staff  
that will stay with us for a long time so we can have 

that family atmosphere again,” says Galvan. “That’s 
a big thing for us when we do the hiring.”

Overall, he says, the couple’s goal is to create a 
family-friendly environment while welcoming a good 
bar crowd, too. “We want to make it so anybody can 
come and feel like this is a spot for them. That’s basi-
cally what we’re going for. Families, people that just 
want to sit down and have a drink and quick food, 
or you’re getting off  work and you want to stop by 
and have a quick plate of nachos and a beer. Very 
similar to the Otter atmosphere, where everybody’s 
welcome.”

Creekside Bar & Bistro is located at 1128 Route 
32 North. in Rosendale. For more information, call 
(845) 658-2000 or visit Creekside Bar & Bistro on 
Facebook or at https://creeksidebistro.com. ++
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Schools
Kyle Mast
by Oliver ten Broeke

W
ITH HIS CONSISTENT business-
casual style, and his unwavering 
can-do attitude, it’s more often than 
not that you’ll fi nd New Paltz High 

School senior Kyle Mast fully involving himself in 
anything that piques his interest.

For example, Mast was elected president of New 
Paltz High School’s Student Government, where he 
facilitates communication between administration 
and pupils. “...We act as a sort of liaison between the 
student body and the school.” Mast describes Stu-
dent Government as being similar to Student Coun-
cil, except that it’s less class-based and more about 
getting the whole school involved in events. “...We 
do Pep Rally, the Senior Citizens’ Dinner and other 
things to get everyone involved as a community.”

Mast is also an editor and contributor to the 
New Paltz High School newspaper The Maroon. 
There, he spends many after-school hours help-
ing to bring each issue to its fi nal, complete state.

Ever an avid musician, Mast has been playing 
piano for around ten years and percussion for six. 
“I spend a lot of my time doing music. I love play-
ing rock, jazz, stuff  like that. Vibes [vibraphones] 
are always fun, but I’m a big fan of playing the 
drumset.” Mast’s experience as a musician led 
him to join the Ulster BOCES program for music 
and audio production.

“...We’re learning how to create music in this 
digital era that we live in. So we’ve learned a lot of 
synthetic beat production and melody writing, and 
now we’re starting to get into recording live instru-
ments. Right now we’re learning about recording 
live drums, and from there we’ll progress into learn-
ing other instruments.”

These skills are well applied in Mast’s occupation 
as an audio engineer. “...In that journey of music, I 
found sound engineering as this other avenue, this 
other fascinating aspect of making music. In middle 
school, I was given the opportunity to work here-
and-there, mostly in my church.” It is common to 
see Mast behind the auditorium’s enormous mixing 
board during school events, and more recently he 
has begun to explore other operations as a sound 
engineer.  “I’m an intern as a sound engineer in 
Woodstock, so I do events with Jeff  Harrigfeld of the 
Woodstock Music Shop.”

Having recently turned 18, Mast has graduated out 
of the Boy Scouts, an important chapter of his life. “I 

Student events, profi les & sports

was a Boy Scout until a few weeks ago. When you’re 
18, you age out of the program… Boy Scouts has been 
a really integral part in forming my leadership abili-
ties and has pushed me to be a leader in that larger 
community aspect. It has also created a lot of great 
connections, not to mention a lot of great friends!”

In Mast’s interest in becoming a leader, he applied for 
the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership program. “HOBY 
is a youth leadership seminar, which I was nominated 
for in sophomore year. I attended a three-day seminar, 
which went over a lot of interpersonal skills you need 
in order to be a successful leader. During this past sum-
mer, I went to the World Leadership Congress, which 
is an international seminar run by HOBY. I interacted 
with people from 20 diff erent countries from around 
the world, and I learned that diff erent cultural experi-
ences infl uence how they lead.”

Mast’s experience at HOBY has, likewise, infl u-
enced his own leadership capabilities. “...I’ve incor-
porated a more global understanding into myself 
moving forward.” Mast was particularly interested 
in the importance of having a global perspective. 
“Having a good understanding of global infl uences 

is really important for even smaller-scale com-
munities.”

Mast, who has lived with a disability all his 
life, doesn’t consider it to be an obstacle but 
rather a unique vector for learning important 
skills. “I have a neuromuscular disease called 
Cytochrome C Oxidase Defi ciency, and so I suf-
fer from fatigue. It aff ects all my muscles, so I 
have muscle weakness. It can also lead to organ 
issues, and I’ve had 50 kidney stones and prob-
ably 35 surgeries in total…”

Staying fairly good-natured about his situ-
ation, Mast refl ects on how it has taught him. 
“...I’ve missed quite a bit of school -- whether 
it’s due to illness, doctor appointments or any-
thing. I’ve had to learn to manage myself diff er-
ently and be able to keep up with assignments… 
What I do face has taught me to persevere, to not 
give up and to face other things that happen along 
the way… I think that everything that happens, 
happens for some reason or another. You need to 
be able to learn from it, and be able to develop 
who you are instead of being stuck and regretting 
things that may not have gone your way.”

Mast is looking into becoming a lawyer or pol-
itician in the future, with an emphasis on work 
on behalf of the disabled. “I hope to become 
someone who can do advocacy work for the 
disabled… I want to be able to work against the 

injustices I’ve felt and help other people to not have 
to experience what I’ve had to experience.”

In order to reach that goal, Mast is looking to get 
into either Northeastern University or American 
University. He’s interested in political science, which 
he would follow with a degree from law school.

“I don’t know exactly what it will look like, at this 
point. There are a lot of diff erent ways it could go. I 
could end up being in the school system, or I could 
be someone who writes laws and policies for the gov-
ernment. I hope that through my studies, I’ll get to 
navigate everything and see what grabs my interest.”

While Mast was at the HOBY World Leadership 
Congress, he heard some advice that has really stuck 
with him. “...One of the presenters said, ‘You don’t 
always have to be the best, you just have to try your 
best.’ And I think this is great advice for students. As 
long as you take care of your responsibilities and try 
your best, then everything else will fall into place. 
So relax a little, and don’t worry so much about the 
small details. Relax, do what you enjoy and every-
thing else will work out to be fi ne.” ++

Kyle Mast.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FIRST 
SHOP LOCAL EXTRAVAGANZA WINNERS!

Pat W. of Wallkill, Eileen G. of Gardiner, 
Helene B. of Saugerties and Gabrielle R. of Willow

YOU COULD BE THE NEXT WINNER!
Send us a picture of you shopping local or a copy of your receipt.

Many winners each week between now and the end of the year. 

You can enter each week!!!
Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com    Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

Text: 845-332-0175    Include name and contact information!

Thank you for shopping local!
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NEW PALTZ  | COMMUNITY

by Erin Quinn

I
T’S A COMMUNAL celebration, an outdoor 
gathering, a physical challenge, a united eff ort 
to help bring those hovering near the margins 
closer to center. It’s the 16th annual New Paltz 

Turkey Trot: a 5K walk/run in the heart of the Village 
to help bring fi nancial aid and awareness to Family 
of New Paltz, its food pantry, crisis services and bevy 
of social programming and support.

Each year the Thanksgiving morning Trot brings 
in thousands of dollars for the local not-for-profi t 
group, which was created in 1975 to help those still 
reeling from the darker edges of the Woodstock and 
post-Vietnam era. This year, the Trot was named 
in honor of longtime Family of New Paltz director 
Kathy Cartagena, who passed away earlier this year. 
True to her spirit, the event garnered upwards of 
$40,000 and had so many participants that the or-
ganizers ran out of race bibs.

“We had more in sponsorship than we’ve ever had 
before, and that was just to get us going,” said Turkey 
Trot volunteer coordinator Jen Puleo. “We had at least 
$6,000 from local business sponsors, and 1,000 peo-
ple registered, but they’re still registering and the race 
is about to start!” she said with a laugh, showing off  the 
tutus made by herself and her daughter, Alyssa Puleo, 
which racegoers could buy for $10 each. They added 
fl air and an extra way of raising some money for the 
local support and crisis center.

Trot participants have traditionally dressed up for 
the race, with many of them wearing bird hats, full 
turkey costumes, colorful socks, skirts, headdresses, 
capes and feathers; but this year the glittering taf-
feta tutus helped to spice up the family fun race. Ac-
cording to Puleo, the idea for the tutus came from an 
adult case manager at Family. “Between Colleen and 
my daughter [Alyssa] and Madison Harp [a junior at 
New Paltz High School] and myself, we just sewed 
them together!”

As Carl Welden, the emcee of the event, sent off  the 
runners, with the fastest ones typically at the front 
and the more fun-loving trotters and baby-jogger-tot-
ing parents and walkers at the back, volunteers like 
Fonda Rothblatt were still registering people who 
had decided to come at the last minute and join in the 
community run. “We ran out of bibs!” said Puleo. “The 
race had been going on for ten minutes and we still had 
people walking up to the table to register. They didn’t 
even care if they had bibs; they just wanted to be a part 
of it and support Family.”

Although the race is chip -timed and certifi ed by 
the United States of America Track and Field (US-
ATF) for more serious runners and local athletes 
trying to get an offi  cial time in before they carb-load 
with stuffi  ng and mashed potatoes, the majority of 
people are just there to burn a few calories, enjoy 
the outdoors, know that their run is going to help 
a good cause and hopefully catch up with some 

friends and neighbors.
“I’ve been running this since it started -- maybe 

even before it started!” joked Dawn Takacs, an avid 
runner and active community member. She said that 
her family, as well as a few other New Paltz families, 
have a Thanksgiving tradition of running the Turkey 
Trot and then “heading to Hasbrouck Park to play 
football. We’ve been doing it for years. It’s a great 
way to kick off  Thanksgiving.”

Patricia Kuyl, a mother of three now-graduated 
New Paltz High School athletes, was in attendance 
with her husband Pierre as they represented the 
Mountain Laurel Waldorf School. “I love the vibes 
that are always present here,” said Patricia. “It’s 
such a spirited event where the community comes 
alive. People come out with their families or their 
sports teams or just to be part of it and volunteer…I 
just love it every year!”

Asked what his thoughts on the annual Turkey 
Trot were, recently appointed New Paltz justice Rhett 
Weires said, “I’ll allow it!” with a laugh. He was joined 
by his wife and four boys, as well as his brother from 
the Syracuse area and his children. “We do the Turkey 
Trot by my brother’s every year, and this is the fi rst 
time in ten years that we were able to do it here as a 
family, so I’m thrilled,” said the New Paltz native.

They came, they ran, they walked and they most 
certainly trotted in memory of Kathy Cartagena and 
in the spirit of community. To learn more about the 
sponsors, the services that Family provides, the race 
results and/or photos, go to www.newpaltzturkey-
trot.com. ++

PHOTOS BY ERIN QUINN

The Weires family at last Thursday’s Turkey Trot in New Paltz.

In all things give thanks
More than 1,000 join Turkey Trot honoring Kathy Cartagena

Racegoers could buy tutus for $10. They added flair 
to the Turkey Trot and an extra way of raising some 
money for Family of New Paltz.

SHOP
LOCAL

& 
WIN!!!

WIN a $50 Gift Certificate to:

Bare Furniture
Catskill Rose

Center for Therapeutic Massage
Chops

Crafts People
Crystal Connections

Early Terrible
Emerson

Gilded Carriage
Glo Spa

Handmade
Health & Nutrition Center
Historic Red Hook Diner

Isabella’s
Movita Dance

Mudd Club
The Nest Egg

October Country
Oriole 9

Paradise Emporium
    Pilates of New Paltz

PopCulture Collectibles
Postmark Books

The Pub
Rosendale WaxWorks Candles & Soaps

  Scarborough Fare
Story’s Nursery

Town & Country Liquors
Wallkill View Farm

The Wine Hutch
Woodstock Art Exchange

Woodstock Golf Club
Woodstock Healing Arts

And many more still joining the 
Shop Local Extravaganza!!!!!  

Send us a picture of you shopping 

local or a copy of your receipt.

Many winners each week between 
now and the end of the year. 

You can enter 
each week!!!

Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com

Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

Text: 845-332-0175

Include name and contact 
information!

Thank you for
shopping local!
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Previews for New 
Paltz basketball,
New Paltz boys’
swimming and
Highland wrestling

by Rich Corozine

F
OR TWO NEW Paltz basketball teams 
that have lived and died with guard-
play, this could be a new world indeed. 
With the graduation of guard trio Anna 

McDuffi  e, Bella Santos and 1,000-point scorer -- 
and guard/forward -- Hailey Osborne, the New 
Paltz girls are looking for a point guard to get 
the ball into a trio of six-footers inside. Ditto the 
boys. With the graduation of super-guards Axel 
Rodriguez and Casey Burke, and top-sub Sam-
my Marshall, the boys will have a similar change 
in strategy...feeding the Big Man.

This will be a somewhat new world for both head 
coaches: the girls Jim Delmar and the boys Stu Rob-
inson. Delmar in winning six Section 9 Class B titles 
in his 13 years at Highland, always had superb guards 
to run the show: Alyssa Morano, Chris Porter-Rozzi, 
Christie Morano, Ali Rozzi and for the fi rst two years 
of her remarkable career, Bri Rozzi. Only once did 
Highland have a dominant big girl in Monasia Bold-
uc, who teamed with Christie Morano to bring the 
Huskies to within three-points of a State Final Four.

Ditto Robinson, who rode the superb play of Ro-
driguez and Burke to two straight Section 9 Class A 
titles. The Big Man alluded to is senior Patrick Mur-
phy. All 6-8 of him, who had a monster Section 9 
tournament last season, with his best game against 
eventual State Champion Poughkeepsie in a close 
State quarterfi nal loss. 

So Murphy will be the key for the boys, with sol-
id returnees in junior guard Matt Simmons, junior 
guard/forward Justin DeMaria, junior forward Jack-
son Soper, junior guard Jeff rey Reynoso, senior for-
ward Jordan Cook and senior guard Danny Fantini; 

with newcomers up from a good JV team in junior 
guard Caleb Carr, junior forward Jack Rubin, junior 
guard Dylan Herter, sophomore forward Spyros 
Schirripa and freshman guard Tony Drewnowski.

For the girls, six-foot junior center Katie Geisler 
will be the key, aided and abetted by returnees Dai-
jah Bell ( junior guard), Ruby Santos (sophomore 
forward) and senior guards Maddy Burda and Alexis 
Erazio. Newcomers are led by 6-0 sophomores Alex 
Frenza and Francheska Geminiano, along with soph-
omore guards Kendall Lucchesi and Jenna Russo.

“We’ll be OK,” said Delmar, “despite our low num-
bers out. It’s the same all around the league (MHAL). 
We obviously have height -- a luxury for me -- but we 
need to develop a point guard. A luxury I’ve always 
had. Someone to run the off ense and work to our 
strength.”

“I think a lot of people are expecting us to be down 
this year,” said Robinson. “But we’re not going to give 
up our titles easily. It’ll be an eff ort, but we’ll fi ght to 
keep it going. Of course everyone will key on Pat, but 
I think we have enough versatility to get it together.”

The New Paltz boys open their season at home 
against FDR on Friday, December 6 at 5:30 p.m. 
The girls open at home against Webutuck on 
Monday, December 9 at 5:30 p.m.

The Highland boys open the season in the 
Seward Tournament on  Monday/Tuesday/
Wednesday, December 2-3-4; while the girls 
open in the Onteora Tournament on the same 
days.

New Paltz swimming
New Paltz boys swimming turned the corner 

about 20 years ago, going from a fl edgling pro-
gram with fi ve swimmers (The Fab Five of Mike 
Ferraro, Jimmy Ciliberto, Andrew Hartner and 
the Orcutt Brothers - John and Matt) without a 
home-pool to a perennial challenger for league 
(the OCIAA) and Section supremacy, and even a 
few State champions. And one of the constants 
is head coach Melissa Gruver-Lapolt, there for 
the beginning and back again after the birth of 
her daughter, to bring the Huguenots’ boys back 
to the top of the heap...and with an expanding 
presence at the SUNY New Paltz pool.

The names of Section 9 champions roll off  
the tongue (and if I forget one or two, I beg your 
forgiveness) -- Ferraro, Ciliberto, AJ Hasbrouck, 
the Strothenke’s (Dan, Luke and Mark), Cameron 
Bartlett (one of those State champions...twice), 
Hunter Bartlett, Hudson Carroll, Eric Culver, Logan Pe-
terson, Tyler Scott, Seamus Trzewik-Quinn, Emile Kuyl 
and last season, Leo Kuyl, who won the State 100 free-
style and doubled in the Section 9 50 and 100 freestyle. 
Again, Gruver-Lapolt was there for all of it.

It’s quite an achievement for a small school without 
a home-pool. And this season will be an even bigger 
challenge, as the Huguenots lost their Big Three -- Kuyl, 
Tadju Trzewik-Quinn and Sean Geisler -- to graduation. 

“We have solid returnees and a couple of new-
comers that should make their mark,” said Gruver-
Lapolt at practice just before their season-opener 
at Minisink Valley. “It’s new blood, with just two 
seniors, to build on our second-place fi nish last 
year. And there’s a possibility of three divers, which 
would be a fi rst for us (New Paltz has almost always 
lost 13 points in every meet since forever because of 
having no diver, which has cost them multiple wins 
over the years). So, when we swim against the big 
powerhouses (Monroe-Woodbury, Pine Bush, NFA, 
etc.) we might fare better with divers...we’ll see.”

Returning for the boys are junior Alex Demis, se-
nior Finn Goldleaf, senior Mike Messina, sophomore 
Brady Saunders, junior Logan Pece, junior Philip 
Dobosh, junior Charlie Sackett and freshman Will 
D’Angelo, with promising newcomers in junior Eliot 
White and eighth-grader Coby Wulfmeyer.

New Paltz lost their season-opener to one of those 
big schools -- Minisink Valley -- on Tuesday, 104-79, 
as Demis doubled in the 100 freestyle (51.86) and 
200 freestyle (1:55.73), and solo wins for Goldleaf in 
the 200 Individual Medley (2:15.30) and Messina in 
the 500 freestyle (5:25.41).

New Paltz, 0-1 in the OCIAA, is at Cornwall this 
Tuesday (too late for this edition of the New Paltz 
Times) and at Washingtonville on Thursday, Decem-
ber 5 at 4:30 p.m. And for the fi rst time the Hugue-

New Paltz girls’ basketball's Katie Geisler (14).

Highland wrestling's Peter Bender. PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

New Paltz girls’ basketball’s Daijah Bell.
New Paltz swimming's Mike Messina.New Paltz boys’ basketball's Matt Simmons 

(10).
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We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner
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nots will have three home meets at SUNY: hosting 
Rhinebeck on Monday, December 16; Goshen on 
Wednesday, December 18; and FDR on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 7. All meets start at 4:30 p.m.

And in girls’ State swimming at Ithaca College, 
Highland’s Ashley Benkert fi nished 12th in the 100 
butterfl y in 56.91; while New Paltz’s Zofi a Trzewik-
Quinn fi nished 49th in the 200IM in 2:17.05 and the 
200 Freestyle relay team of Lydia Brutvan, Megan 
Loughran, April Cook and Trzewik-Quinn fi nished 
41st in 1:42.89.

Highland wrestling
Highland wrestling has had only one coach in its 12 

years of existence: John McFarland. And McFarland 
got the program off  with a bang, with two Section 
9 champions crowned in his fi rst season. The Hus-
kies continued the string of success last season with 
titles for the now-graduated Matt Malheiro (his third 
straight) at 138 pounds and now-junior Peter Bender 
at 106.  These plus a slew of top six fi nalists in last 
season’s Division 2 Tournament have set up High-
land to challenge for a team title once again.

“We’re young, but could win the league again,” 
said McFarland. “If not, we’ll make a lot of noise in a 
very competitive Division.”

Highland returns a lot with returning sophomore 
Logan Smith (160 pounds), junior Aidan Maduro 
(170), sophomore Sean Keefe (120), senior Shamar 
Gittens (275), senior Jonathan Perez (220), senior 
Ben Schwartz (195), sophomore Chris Giatto (126), 
senior John Antonelli (from Marlboro at 126) and 
sophomore Logan Zehr (138); with freshmen new-
comers Sean Hernandez (106) and Danny Fratz (170).

Highland opens the season at Burke on Wednes-
day, December 4 at 6 p.m. ++

Keep it local for the holidays!

I pledge to read the printed word
It’s a movement that’s catching on. It’s not hard to see why. Studies 
show readers retain more when they read on paper compared to a 
screen. And in a world bent on speeding us up, it’s nice to sit back and 
relax with the paper. That’s why  ulster publishing—while explor-
ing the web—remains committed to our newspapers, which are print-
ed sustainably on recycled paper when possible. 

r ead thepr in t edword.org

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT 

LOCAL!!! 
With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.

Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200

ALMANAC WEEKLY
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New Paltz Church Council 
kicks off Holy Week with

Sports
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A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview
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“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20
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by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz

11

New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 

Give a lit
tle

… Get a little… 

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

TO: FROM:

Unique gifts for everyone on your list

Visit our 
glassblowing 

studio & browse 
our gift gallery

Free  
refreshments 

weekends 
through 

December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6; 
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491

for more info: 914.806.3575

For the Holidays!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
Bakery: Our Delicious Cider Donuts 

and more! Order your Holiday 
Favorites today!

 Gourmet Specialty Foods 

    OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

Christmas Trees
Poinsettias, Wreaths

Holiday Showroom
filled with gifts, collectibles  

& everything you need  
to decorate your tree!

An Evening of Holiday Shopping
December 8th , 5 - 6:30pm 

featuring NPHS Caroling Choir
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COUNTY | NOTES

Loud fl ows the Esopus
Progress has been made in the past ten days on the 

Boiceville trailhead off  Route 28A to bring the coun-
ty-constructed Ashokan rail-trail closer to comple-
tion. The rudimentary parking lot was improved last 
week, and a carefully designed sign and map were 
installed. The vehicular parking lot allows easy pe-
destrian access to the scenic parts westernmost sec-
tion of the rail-trail.

At nine o’clock on the morning after Thanksgiv-
ing, there were eleven cars in the Boiceville trailhead 
parking lot, and about 30 in all at the Boiceville, 
Ashokan and West Hurley lots.   

When you’re next in Boiceville, be sure to check 
out the out the trailhead parking lot, located off  
Route 28A over the Five Arches bridge and opposite 
Cold Brook Road. A quarter-mile east on the rail-trail 
is the trestle bridge over the Esopus Creek.

Longer Social Security hours

The federal Social Security Administration said 
this week that it’s lengthening the Wednesday hours 
at its fi eld offi  ces. Instead of closing at noon that 
day, offi  ces will now be open until 4 p.m., beginning 
January 8. The agency said it was hiring more than a 
thousand employees to improve service at its offi  ces 
and in its call centers.

Locally, following the closure of the SSA’s Lake 
Katrine offi  ce, the closest fi eld offi  ces are 322 Main 
Street in Poughkeepsie and Room 430 of the Federal 
Building at 11A Clinton Avenue in Albany.

Bunches of batteries

Further changes in GlidePath’s plans for the Lin-
coln Park Grid Support Center were announced by 
Ulster town offi  cials, with the proposed energy sys-
tem no longer housed in a single 30,000-square-foot 
structure, but rather 40 individual buildings, each 
containing batteries and individual fi re-prevention 
systems. The new plan was the result of recent 
changes in the state building code which went into 
eff ect in July.

“It was more advisable to take and place the bat-
teries in a self-contained 8-by-40-foot container with 
their own fi re suppression systems energized,” said 
town supervisor James Quigley III, noting that the 
changes refl ect those seen in a separate develop-
ment GlidePath proposed nearby.

“We’re now catching up with the proposed design 
in Catskill,” Quigley said.

The new design will eliminate the large building in 
which the batteries would have been stacked, a pro-
posal which would have made containing a fi re more 

COURTESY WOODSTOCK LAND CONSERVANCY.

Boceville trailhead sign.

Keep it local for the holidays!
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The Healthy Choice for 
Your Holiday Table!

New Paltz Animal Hospital
Invites You And Your Pet(s)  

To Join Us For

Photos with Santa!
December 7, 2019

12-4 pm
At The New Paltz Animal Hospital
230 Main Street • New Paltz, NY 12561

Photos Are $15
Bring A Donation (towels, toys, treats, etc.)  

And Receive $5 Off Your Photo

Proceeds Will Benefit  
Local Rescues & Rehabilitators

We Ask That All Furry Friends Be Leashed Or In A Carrier

GARDINER • 2356 ROUTE 44/55 • 845-255-3866
NEW PALTZ • 10 CHURCH STREET • 845-255-3910

It’s Our 
12 Days of Christmas 

Shopping Sale!
�--------�

DECEMBER

 5th 20% off silk and indoor wreaths
 6th 25% off all children’s & baby items
 7th 20% off stationary
 8th/9th 25% off ornaments
 10th 15% off jewelry
 11th 20% off all light-up decor
 12th 20% off holiday merchandise
 13th 25% off all signs
 14th 20% off all teas
 15th/16th 20% off garden decor
 17th 20% off children’s & baby items
 18th 20% off all scarves

LYNN CARROLL GILBERT
NYS Licensed 32 yrs. ExperienceTHERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

Specializing in Swedish Deep Tissue Massage
GIFT CERTIFICATES CAN BE PURCHASED AT
my office: 52 S. Manheim Blvd. (Rt. 32S), New Paltz, NY or  
Rock & Snow, 44 Main St. (Satellite office: Ridgewell Fitness, Stone Ridge)
Business Hours by appt — text for availability — Mon.-Fri. & Most Saturdays

Gift Certificates also available online at 
lynncarrollgilbert.massagetherapy.com 

RATES: 
½ hour ........................$60
45 min ........................$75
1 hour .........................$85
1½ hrs ......................$125
Accepted at my office only

PACKAGES:
(3) ½ hour sessions ........$171
(3) 1 hour sessions .........$246
(6) 1 hour sessions .........$485

cell: 845.706.1539

•————————•
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities

Baby, it’s cold outside 
but it’s warm in here!

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families

845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com
All-Inclusive Living

No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living   
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch
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WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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diffi  cult. Rather than a roughly 30,000-square-foot 
building, the 40 individual battery containers will 
take up around 12,800 square feet.

Boiceville PO back open

The email statement from the United States Postal 
Service November 21 was to the point. “We are re-
opening the Boiceville NY Post Offi  ce tomorrow,” 
wrote George B. Flood, the USPS spokesperson for 
the entity’s Northeast Area.

By 8 a.m. Friday morning, the small branch at 4117 
state Route 28 — across from Onteora High School 
and alongside Good’s Luncheonette, Hong Kong 
Boiceville, and Miss Kitty’s Hair Salon — was back 
in service for the fi rst time since abruptly closing on 
September 7 and sending its 190 box holders down 
the road to Shokan for service. The facility’s post-
master, two part-time employees and two contract 
drivers were all relocated to the post offi  ces in Sho-
kan and West Shokan, and are now back.

The original closing was in reaction to reports of 
something not smelling right at the post offi  ce.

Kingston cops seek suspects

More than a month after two homicides less than a 
week apart shocked the city, Kingston police are still 
looking for suspects. “This is weighing heavy on us,” 
said detective Thierry Croizer this week. “We want 
to solve this and we want to bring justice to the fami-
lies of the victims.”

The unusual spate of violence began on October 
24 around 8:10 p.m. when Daniel “DJ” Thomas Jr., 
27, was shot and killed at the corner of Cedar and 
Prospect streets by an unknown assailant. On No-
vember 1 around 2 a.m., police say, three men en-
tered a house at 38 West O’Reilly St. and killed 

36-year-Myron Moye Jr. Police believe both killings 
were targeted attacks, not random acts of violence.

Since the murders, KPD detectives assisted by 
state police and county sheriff ’s investigators have 
worked overtime running down hundreds of leads in 
the cases. But no arrests have been made, and police 
say they’re still seeking a break in both cases.

“We’ve put in a lot of hours trying to come up with 
the person or persons responsible,” said Croizer. 
“We’ve talked to everybody, we’ve heard a lot of ru-
mors and we’ve followed every lead.”

Anyone with information on either case is asked to 
contact police at 331-1671. Those wishing to remain 
anonymous are asked to call the TipLine at 331-9944 
or use the Submit-A-Tip website to submit anony-
mous text messages.

 -- Jesse J. Smith     

Sewer upgrades in Sawyertown

The Saugerties village board voted recently to is-
sue $300,000 in bonds to fi nance repairs to sewers 
on Main Street, from Partition Street to Cedar Street. 
The bonds would pay for relining and repairing the 
sewer. The village would expect the New York State 
Dormitory Authority to reimburse $200,000 of the 
cost.

The state grant was approved in 2016, according 
to the grant paperwork, and the village board ap-
proved the project in 2017, according to the six-page 
resolution authorizing the fi nancing for the project. 
The resolution includes the publication of the reso-
lution in full, with references to the sections of state 
statutes that govern municipal borrowing.

The village will have to pay the full $300,000 up 
front, and the Dormitory Authority will reimburse 
$200,000 after the work is completed. 

Actual work will begin in the spring, Murphy said, 
but “this will get the process rolling,” trustee Donald 
Hackett said.

     Community health

V
Get Well & Stay Well with 

Most Insurances Accepted!

845.255.2398
231 Main St.

www.Nutrition-wise.com

Give Yourself Or Loved One The
Gift Of Sobriety For The Holidays

After hours and weekends, call  
Sue Heath (845) 532-2418

Daytime hours, call Admissions (845) 626-3555

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201
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WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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NEW PALTZ  | BUSINESS

by Sharyn Flanagan

V
ISITING A PROFESSIONAL picture framer 
can be an intimidating experience, standing 
at the counter in a store looking up at a wall 
covered in framing samples and not know-

ing where to start. But at Valentina Custom Frame & 
Gallery in New Paltz, it’s a diff erent story altogether. 

The new business recently launched by New Paltz 
resident Valentina Veranes is located in a comfort-
able, sunlit, studio-like space on the lower level of 
the home she shares with her husband, Andres -- a 

professional decorative painter and faux-fi nisher 
with his own business -- and their daughters, Alicia, 
13 and Violeta, 9.

The very gracious and welcoming Valentina off ers 
an intimate setting in her shop, in which the client 
sits down with her at a table within arm’s reach of 
more than 3,000 colorful moulding samples. Some 
of the frame corners are mounted on displays around 
the room, while others are casually grouped in bas-
kets on the fl oor, which enhances the feeling of a 
hands-on, collaborative experience. But the custom-
er new to the picture-framing experience need have 

no worries about having any prior knowledge of the 
fi ne points of displaying art and objects; with more 
than 20 years of experience as a professional framer 
and as an artist herself, Veranes is well-equipped to 
guide her customers through the process.

She works with each client to determine not only 
what color and style of frame would look best in each 
situation, but what type of framing suits the person’s 
personal style. “I ask them, ‘What kind of environment 
do you live in, or what kind of environment do you 
want to create?’” she says. “We start with, ‘What kind 
of frame do you like,’ and I help them from there.”

And preservation of the object or artwork being 
framed for posterity is equally important. In addi-
tion to the huge selection of framing options, Valen-
tina Custom Frame & Gallery off ers more than 200 
museum quality archival mat choices and multiple 
glass selections with UV protective glazing. “I only 
like to work with 99-percent UV-protection glass,” 
says Veranes, which protects the item framed from 
the ultraviolet light that permanently damages pho-
tographs and artwork as well as fragile mementos. 

“If you’re framing something that you want to keep 
for the rest of your life, you deserve the best.” The 
shop also off ers a selection of readymade tabletop 
photo frames that come with UV-protective glass.

Veranes began her framing career in her native 
Cali, Colombia, where she earned a master’s degree 
in fi ne arts from the Popular Cultural Institute and 
certifi cation as architectural draftswoman and inte-
rior decorator by the Academy of Professional De-
sign. After moving to the United States, she honed 
her skills fi rst in Baltimore and then in New York 

Framed to last
Valentina Custom Frame & Gallery in New Paltz off ers 
thousands of framing options and expert guidance

LAUREN THOMAS

Valentina Veranes has opened Valentina Custom Frame and Gallery at 7 Taylor Street in New Paltz. The gallery displays 
nearly 3,000 corner samples.

She has big dreams, she 
says, that involve creating 

an environment where 
people can come in and 

not only get their framing 
done but experience a 

community of local artists 
and cra� ers participating in 

workshops and exhibits.

Must be 21. Drivers license, passport or military ID required. Offer is complimentary and is issued one (1) per person.  
Slot FREE Play is valid on date of issuance only; will expire at the end of the day at 5:59am. Offers are non-transferable.  

Offer and schedules are subject to change without notice. Anyone either voluntarily or involuntarily prohibited  
from gaming by the PGCB is ineligible for this offer. Must arrive via line run bus to receive offer. KNP

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER.

ONE THURSDAY A MONTH, CALL FOR SERVICE. 
Servicing Kingston, New Paltz & Newburgh, NY 

Provided by West Point Tours 

westpointtours.com • 845-561-2671 ext. # 102

Ride the bus to Wind Creek Bethlehem

SLOT FREE PLAY
YOUR TICKET TO WINNING BIG! 

$45
BUS SCHEDULE

Visit WindCreekBethlehem.com for motorcoach information and details on our many exciting promotions. 

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528

 Home • Auto  
 Business 

 Recreational 
FOX
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

Always ahead of the pack

845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

KITCHENS

SHOWROOM
3 Cherry Hill Rd., New Paltz

845.255.2022

CABINET SHOP
Woodstock 

845.679.2002
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City, where Veranes was the only woman framer at 
the legendary but now-defunct Pearl Paint in SoHo. 
She is a Master Certifi ed Picture Framer through the 
Professional Picture Framers Association (PPFA) and 
certifi ed in frame restoration services, able to repair 
frames and restore paint or gilding. 

When Valentina and Andres moved to New Paltz 
in 2016 to raise their family -- “Manhattan is a dif-
fi cult place to raise children, and our girls are our fi rst 
priority,” she says -- she found work in a framing shop 
in Westchester’s Bedford Village. Working closely with 
the female sole proprietor of that business inspired her 
to open her own business in her home.

But as comfortable as that environment is for 
her customers, Veranes plans to relocate the busi-
ness to a storefront in the Zero Place building when 
that opens next year on Route 32 North. She has big 
dreams, she says, that involve creating an environ-
ment where people can come in and not only get 
their framing done but experience a community of 
local artists and crafters participating in workshops 
and exhibits; a legacy in the community Veranes can 

give to her daughters.
But until the move to a storefront happens, she 

plans to continue in her home-based business. On 
the horizon are workshops for artists, to be held in 
either her own space or at nearby galleries, on the 
importance of proper framing to preserve and pres-
ent artwork. “We have a lot of artists in this area, 
and they don’t have to use my framing services, but I 
want to get across the idea that you have to invest in 
your art in the same way you invest in your property. 
If a curator sees art in a well-made frame, it makes 
the art more valuable.” Veranes also off ers a selec-
tion of beveled stretcher bars for painters, which 
unlike the “value” product available in craft stores, 
protect the artwork by raising the canvas away from 
the surface of the wooden bar.

And she has exhibited her own art widely, with an 
extensive CV of shows here and abroad. She is par-
ticularly infl uenced by pre-Colombian imagery, she 
says, and has a side business painting portraits from 
supplied photographs. But framing is more than a 
job for her, Veranes adds. “When I decided to be-
come a framer, it wasn’t just an option for getting a 
job. It’s something I really, really love, and I off er my 
customers my passion for what I do.”

Valentina Custom Frame & Gallery is located at 
7 Taylor Street, New Paltz. Closed on Sunday and 
Monday, the business is open Tuesday and Wednes-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday and Friday from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from noon to 4 p.m. 
Drop by or book an appointment by calling (845) 419-
2647 or visit www.valentinacustomframe.com. ++

B & L Jewelers
For All Your Jewelry Needs
Diamonds • Fine Jewelry

Mountings • Repairs • Appraisals
All At Discount Prices

845-255-8919 • FAX 845-255-0004
www.bljewelers.com

Main St. New Paltz, NY 12561

Homestyle, Organic 
Breakfast & Lunch Deli

No Preservatives – No Hormones – No Antibiotics
79 Main Street, New Paltz

845-255-2244 Great Coffee

OPEN

7 DAYS!
EAT HEALTHY!

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Our Gift Certificates 
make the perfect gift!

BOOK NOW FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE

IRISH MUSIC NIGHT
1st & 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:30pm

Sunday, Dec. 15, 1-3pm
4-Time All Ireland Fiddle Champion

DYLAN FOLEY

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating

Accent Insurance Services knows that in New York, there are as 
many unique insurance needs as we have neighbors who live here! 
To talk with one of our helpful team members about your insurance 
needs, contact us today.

550 Rte. 299, Suite 100A • Highland, NY 12528 
Call 845-883-4280 • accentfginsurance.com 
Mobile App available on:   

g
 

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF

WE’RE BIG ON SMALL BUSINESS

, contact us today.

Good news.
Rates just 
got lower.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Richardson, TX1901155

Jim DeMaio, Agent
246 Main Street
New Paltz, NY  12561
Business: 845-255-5180
www.jim-demaio.com

I’m excited to announce auto insurance 
rates just went down. I can help you 
find coverage that works for you.
LET’S TALK TODAY.
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 300 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

An idea about how to get people
to volunteer

I’m writing to propose a department of volun-
teers for New Paltz. To clarify, there would need to 
be a headquarters for volunteers where they are as-
signed community service tasks around New Paltz. 
If successful, climate smart actions and unity would 
strengthen.

It involves everyone in the New Paltz area. Starting 
with the leader of the operation, which would be an 
adult, they would assign volunteers to places where 
community service is needed. Of course, this volun-
teer department wouldn’t just be that, it would also 
include many diff erent activities and refreshments. 
Lunch should be included, as well as a reward for 
volunteers. Each task force, when assigned to a work 
site, would also have an adult leader who ensures 
that each volunteer, including themselves, is work-
ing on the job at hand. Each member of a task force 
would only do what they are capable of doing; they 
would have equal jobs in terms of diffi  culty.

However fl awless this may seem, it also needs con-
tributions to stay alive. Participation is crucial to this 
project. Maybe a collaboration with the New Paltz 
Youth Program? Everyone who wants extra hours of 
community service for a class at school or just wants 
to perform community service for their own good-
will can go there.

One last roadblock to identify for this project is 
funding and having a physical building. With no 
monetary sponsor, how can it be fueled? The fi rst 
problem to address is: “Where will its headquarters 
be?” 

In conclusion, it would be very eff ective and help-
ful to New Paltz if a headquarters for these volun-
teers with the appropriate staff  can be set up.

CJ Ragmac
New Paltz

On Friday, December 6, millions
of people will STRIKE again

We are on a track for rapid self destruction. The 
problems we face as a species are complex and in-
terlocking. Profi ts are consistently given priority 
over the well-being of people by wealthy oligarchs 
who own our infrastructure, extract our wealth and 
buy politicians. It is becoming increasingly diffi  cult 
for people to meet their basic needs for physical and 
emotional health. This unsustainable plight for in-
fi nite wealth has quite literally poisoned our earth. 
Across the world, oils spills are poisoning drinking 
water, air quality in cities is worsening, tropical 
storms are causing billions of dollars worth of infra-
structural damage and thousands of deaths, enough 

plastic has collected in our oceans to create a plastic 
continent, droughts are making it harder to produce 
agriculture, rising sea levels are fl ooding coastal cit-
ies; the list goes on. These are all predictable catas-
trophes. Companies like Exxon Mobil have known for 
decades, for instance, that climate change is real, and 
it is human caused. Instead of divesting from huge 
contributors of carbon emissions, companies like 
Exxon Mobil fervently fought against the truth so that 
they could continue amassing wealth.

There is a noticeable trend with these disasters. 
They routinely aff ect developing nations and de-
mographics more harshly than the nations and de-
mographics that caused them. Coal burning power 
plants in US cities are usually built in predominantly 
black and poor neighborhoods, leading to higher lev-
els of asthma among black youth and declining prop-
erty value in black neighborhoods. When hurricane 
Maria hit Puerto Rico, a country that is still eff ectively 
colonized by the United States, massive power out-
ages and fl oods caused 3,057 deaths. The damage is 
nearly double the death count of hurricane Katrina 
(1,833 people). This is because our president, who is a 
symptom and spokesperson of the oligarchic state we 
exist in, refused any signifi cant aid to Puerto Rico in 
the wake of the catastrophe. 

In Bangladesh, there are densely populated coastal 
cities that experience yearly monsoons. However, in 
recent years these monsoons have been becoming 
longer and longer, resulting in fl oods. Every year, a 
piece of land about the size of Manhattan disappears 
into the ocean, displacing millions of people that live 
there. In other areas across the globe, we have al-
ready reached the temperature increases of 2°C that 
the IPCC tells us are the maximum warming we as a 
species can manage.

On Friday, September 20, millions of people all 
around the world stopped what they were doing to 
participate in a movement to disrupt business as usu-
al and demand systemic action. Organizing was done 
primarily by students and youth led non-hierarchical 
organizations; some international organizations in-
volved include Extinction Rebellion, Fridays for Fu-
ture and NYPIRG.

On Friday, December 6, millions of people will 
STRIKE again and the students and community of 
New Paltz will stand in solidarity! We will be march-
ing from the middle school, high school and college to 
the DEC building on South Putt Corners Road. Look 
to Facebook and Instagram to fi nd updates!

Nate Liebert
New Paltz

Ariel Dental thanks New Paltz

Ariel Dental Care would like to thank their staff  and 

greater New Paltz community for contributing to its 
“Check Up On Family” food drive benefi ting Family 
of New Paltz that ran November 4 through Novem-
ber 22 out of their location at 3 Plattekill Avenue in 
New Paltz.

Over 50 pounds of hearty and healthy Thanks-
giving-inspired non-perishable food items were do-
nated to the inaugural food drive supporting that 
eating nutritious foods results in healthier teeth 
and better overall health. The food donations will 
be distributed throughout the Family of New Paltz 
programing this holiday season.

Michelle Tommasi
on behalf of Ariel Dental Care

New Paltz

A sad outcome

I was really disappointed to read that New Paltz 
town councilman Marty Irwin didn’t see the sudden 
closure of the New Paltz Child Care Center (NPCCC) 
as “all that bad” (“Day care shut down,” November 
28). As Neil Bettez noted in the same article, unex-
pected changes to childcare are extremely stressful 
for parents and children -- just ask any parent who’s 
had to scramble for coverage when school is can-
celled but work is not. 

What’s more, there aren’t that many local child-
care centers that will care for children under two. 
NPCCC took children as young as six weeks. (Our 
daughter went there from about 6 months through 
age 3.) The sad outcome for NPCCC hurts families 
across the community and might be an opportunity 
for New Paltz to consider how few options there are 
for safe, quality and aff ordable childcare for chil-
dren under age two.

Rachel Somerstein
New Paltz

Let’s build New Paltz’s renewable 
power future on Clearwater Road

New Paltz, like other communities across New 
York, is seeking ways to generate clean power. This 
goal matches New York State’s commitment to cutting 
fossil fuel use in half by 2030. The town land on Clear-
water Road, which includes a capped landfi ll, is well 
suited for a proposed large scale solar facility which 
could power 1,300 homes. The site, which lies just 
west of the NYS Thruway, is secluded from residen-
tial areas and is not prime agricultural land. However, 
this marginal land IS near high voltage electric lines, 
enabling effi  cient connection to the power grid.

The proposed solar array would be larger than 
the capped landfi ll site, and some adjacent forest 
would be needed. Community members have raised 
concerns about cutting trees, and the project has 
been re-designed so that fewer than 20 forested acres 
would be disturbed. The Town has evaluated the car-
bon trade-off  between the proposed solar array, and 
the loss of forest on the site. Calculations were done 
to compare the relative capacity of the trees at the site 
to hold and reduce carbon to the potential of the so-
lar panels to reduce carbon emissions. If, for example 
20 acres of trees in this location were removed and 
replaced with panels, it will take the panels 2.5 years 
to “make up” the carbon value of the trees (standing 
carbon plus sequestration over 20 years).

After 2.5 years, the panels will continue to reduce 
carbon otherwise coming from fossil fuels by 1332 
metric tons per year, for the life of the solar array, 
which would be expected to be 20 years at a mini-
mum. Of course, a forest is more than carbon se-
questration; it is also a habitat. Several professional 
fi eld ecologists, as well as other experts, reviewed 
the quality of this site’s forest habitat. This site is 
already marginal: highly disturbed, cut apart by a 
high voltage right of way, and near the Thruway. 
The solar array will reduce our dependence on fos-
sil fuels, and is a benefi cial use for this relatively 
marginal habitat. 

Miriam Strouse
New Paltz 
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It’s the economy

Healthy conclusion

In response to the article about
Will Sweeney “Color your dreams” 

I appreciated this very interesting and well-written 
article and its front-page placement. It’s refreshing 
to see an engaging and talented local artist being 
given serious attention for who he is and for the chal-
lenges of a career in art-as-a-business. 

Will has a very positive outlook on life, enjoys fam-
ily, community and nature. At the same time, he has 
had to reinvent himself multiple times as an artist 
to keep pace with technological changes, market 
trends and media evolution. He’s a great example of 
how you succeed through patience, persistence and 
a sense of humor. Thank you for this excellent piece.

Dennis Douglas
Highland

Stop and go

 Stop Cricket Valley. In mid-November, a stalwart 
group of climate activists blocked the entrance to the 
nearly-completed Cricket Valley fracked gas power 
plant in Dutchess County and climbed the 270-foot 
smokestack. Twenty-nine people were arrested and 
all work was stopped for the day.

Go community solar. Currently, New Paltz is con-
sidering a modest community solar project at the 
site of our capped landfi ll on Clearwater Road. How-
ever, in order to make the project practical, some 
tree-cutting would be required.

Meanwhile, we are now facing the greatest exis-
tential catastrophe in history, and it requires unprec-
edented and bold actions. The activists at Cricket 

Valley provided just that. 
Shouldn’t New Paltz respond with dramatic action 

as well? Let’s approve our community solar project, 
and make it as large as practical.

We must STOP all new fossil-fuel infrastructure, 
and GO for renewables wherever we can!

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Old white men shouldn’t jump

“To everything turn, turn, turn; there is a season...and 
a time for every purpose under heaven.”

(Pete Seeger) 

Recently, Jim Alba, after cutting in on my latest 
dance with (my) erstwhile e-mail friend, Susan Slot-
nick, requested a non-religious sit-down conversa-
tion over coff ee with me, a fellow feedback fan (and 
player) of local basketball lore. This is my long await-
ed, less than 300 words, response. The fi rst part, 
titled the Name game, deals with potential mutual 
acquaintances mentioned in Jim’s letter. The sec-
ond concerns his request for the “sit-down.” (Note 
to reader: When revisiting the Point of view column 
500 words more or less (as I hope you will) please 
substitute 300 for 500 whenever 500 appears.)

Yes I read your letter yesterday
You said Susan Slotnick sure is woke
you’d like to talk but religion...is verboten
that must be some...kind of joke 
All those people that you mentioned
Yes I know them...all by name 

Joe Uhl was a long range...shooter
And Jim Wherry sure...had game
And Rod Chando was a...real good coach
I played against him once...you know 
And I see Ed Schuster at ShopRite...now and then 
Sure hope he likes my parodies of...Desolation row
It’s not Haiku, Jim; but it is succinct.

Two grey haired white men
now vertically challenged
who once bounced round balls
talking story over coff ee
sounds good to me

George Civile
Gardiner

Kevin Cahill has probably forgotten more than 
you or I will ever know about the important, com-
plex and vexing subject of healthcare policy. The 
Kingston assemblymember is a walking encyclope-
dia when it comes to systems of health care both do-
mestic and international. He’s been immersed in the 
topic for more than 30 years.

It’s clear where he stands in the current seem-
ingly endless debates. Cahill is and has been for 
his entire political career an unabashed supporter 
of a single-payer health system, sometimes charac-
terized as “Medicare for all.” That was clear when 
he addressed a group of more than 100 supporters 
gathered outside the county offi  ce building in Kings-
ton on Monday morning last week prior to a state 
legislative hearing on the sixth fl oor.

Parked on the Fair Street curbside was a truck 
with a massive mobile billboard carrying the mes-
sage, “Single payer will hurt New York.” A single-
payer healthcare system in the state would mean 
$10.1 billion in new taxes and cost 160,532 jobs, the 
billboard said.

A series of speakers including Cahill disputed the 
intrusive billboard. “Healthcare is a human right,” 
they said. “It’s also an economic necessity.” Health-
care bills are today the leading cause of personal 
bankruptcy in America. 

The crowd was encouraged to start a chant, “They 
got billboards, we got people.” That was followed by 
“Everybody in, nobody out.”

Todd Schmidt, president of the Ulster County lo-
cal chapter of CSEA, the civil-service union, said 
later in the week that his members were currently 
opposed to a state-based single-payer system, which 
he said would be very costly and would not improve 
on the benefi ts that his members enjoyed under col-
lective bargaining agreements with the county gov-
ernment. There were occasions, added Schmidt, 
that the union had taken less money in negotiations 
because of the quality of these benefi ts. Though he 
was open to expanding coverage for the uninsured, 
he thought it unlikely anything would be off ered that 

“would be as good as what we have.” 

The Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) provides the international 
gold standard for the gathering of information about 
how — and how well — the healthcare systems of 
various countries work. The OECD measures their 
performance by various yardsticks and publishes 
annual fi ndings (Health at a Glance 2019 is the most 
recent). It provides as close as the world has to the 
common data base from which reasoned debate 
about international healthcare policy can take place.

What’s obvious is how varied are the national 
systems. These diff erences often refl ect how the 
systems came to be and the variations in perceived 
healthcare needs in various countries. 

That variety holds true in the various states of the 
United States, Kevin Cahill noted. Diff erent states fol-
low diff erent models and have diff erent experiences. 

“There is no national consensus or even com-
mon experience from one state to another regard-
ing health care,” Cahill pointed out in a communica-
tion last week. “Florida, for example, has long been 
a clinic-model state. Montana relies on remote health 
care. New York's system is centered around institu-
tional care through hospitals and nursing homes. The 
range of benefi ts and the nature of providers varies 
from state to state as well.” There are more than 50 
healthcare delivery systems in the United States.

For Cahill, attacking healthcare problems through 
Albany is the more promising route. As bad as things 
are in Albany, this veteran state legislator thinks, 
they’re a lot worse in Washington. A national health 
plan created in Washington would be “so full of 
warts and gaps [that] we may wish it didn’t exist.”

Medicare for all would be the simplest and prob-
ably the most economical way to transition on a na-
tional level, Cahill said. Making the state the insurer 
of last resort for the uninsured (“the public option”) 
might be an acceptable solution. There are alter-
natives, though. “It’s important to remember that 
there is more than one way responsibly to address 

the issue,” he concluded.
That fl exibility undermines the characterization 

by some opponents of Kevin Cahill as an ideologue. 
Cahill’s a politician, not an administrator. His de-
cades of exposure to the varied ways diff erent soci-
eties and diff erent regions within societies deal with 
healthcare has taught him a thing or two. He has de-
veloped considerable expertise in threading the pol-
icy needle to address the aches and pains of a vast in-
dustry that accounts for one dollar of every six in the 
American economy. Despite an admittedly nuanced 
and diffi  cult New York State political picture, he sees 
a leadership path for the state. For the 64-year-old 
Kingstonian, introducing universal health care to 
New York State is the opportunity of a lifetime.

“So strong is this propensity of mankind to fall 
into mutual animosities,” wrote James Madison in 
1787 in Federalist Paper 10, “that where no substan-
tial occasion presents itself, the most frivolous and 
fanciful distinctions have been suffi  cient to kindle 
their unfriendly passions and excite their most vio-
lent confl icts.”

Perhaps because it involves so many life-and-
death decisions, the chaotic universe of American 
healthcare provides a fertile breeding ground for 
mutual animosities, whether at the national, state or 
local level. With so much at stake, interest groups 
are likely to be uncompromising. But the wise states-
man knows that some compromise is necessary. 
“The friend of popular governments,” wrote Madi-
son, “will not fail, therefore, to set a due value on 
any plan which, without violating the principles to 
which he is attached, provides a proper cure for it.”   

Cahill, himself certainly no stranger to political 
partisanship, relishes opportunities to remind con-
servative opponents of occasions of their political 
apostasy. For the Kingston hearing, he found a good 
story from his own experience.

Arthur Flemming, Dwight Eisenhower’s Secretary 
of Health, Education and Welfare, a native King-
stonian buried in Montrepose Cemetery, favored a 
single-payer healthcare system. “Flemming told a 
group of mostly his fellow Republicans gathered at 
the Hillside Manor to celebrate the anniversary of 
the local hospitals that universal healthcare access 
and a national single-payer plan was an impera-
tive, the same postulate he off ered for the previous 
60 years,” wrote Cahill. “I swear by the end of his 
speech even the staunchest of opponents was re-
thinking their position.”

-- Geddy Sveikauskas

Everything 
Ulster Publishing 
 now in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LLC
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF Doyle H.R. 
Consulting LLC.  Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
10/25/2019.  Offi  ce Lo-
cation: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY has been 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. The Post Of-
fi ce address to which 
the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any pro-
cess against the LLC 
served upon him is 
P.O. Box 41, Esopus, 
NY 12561. Purpose of 
LLC: To engage in any 
and all business activ-
ities permitted under 
the laws of the State 
of New York. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
OF VRL COMPUTER 
P R O G R A M M I N G , 
LLC Art. of Org. fi led 
with Sec. of State 
10/25/2019. Off . loc.in 
Ulster CO. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy 
of process VICTO-
RIA R. LUNDGREN, 
80 HUNT ROAD, 
WALLKILL, NY 12589. 
Any lawful business. 

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC) 
Name: Hudson Val-
ley Mobile Dumpsters 
LLC 
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led in the De-
partment of State of 
New York on July 17, 
2019.
Offi  ce Location: Ul-
ster County
Principal Business 
Location: Ulster 
County, New York 
Purpose:  Any and all 
lawful business activi-
ties
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to Hudson Valley Mo-
bile Dumpsters LLC 
– 613 Abeel Street, 
Kingston, New York 
12401 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of: Forest Air Heating 
& Cooling LLC. Arts 
of Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 10/17/2019. 

Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY is 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the domestic 
LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to the LLC, 134 
South Street, Marl-
boro, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of 3537 RT 9W, LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/23/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
Stephen Lawrence, 
218 Dupont Ave, New-
burgh, NY 12550. Pur-
pose: any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of 10 N. Chestnut 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/25/2019. Of-
fi ce Location  85 So 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Mari and Ko Bou-
tique LLC.
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with NYS 
Dept. of State (SSNY) 
on 10/21/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County at 263 Tuck-
ers corners Rd, High-
land, NY 12528.
SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
may be served.
SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process 
to: 263 Tuckers Cor-
ners Rd, Highland, 
New York 12528.
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

 LEGAL NOTICE
T & K 225 PROPER-
TIESLLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 10/23/19. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 225 Downs 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 

lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of E.M. Vintage 
House LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/5/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: c/o The LLC, 
3 Maple Ave, St 3, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
SPIEGEL PROPER-
TIES, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 11/12/2019. 
Offi  ce: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 46 Haes-
sig Glen Rd. Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Rose Mt. LLC. Art. 
of Org. fi led Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 11/8/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 234 Tinker 
St, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.

LEGAL NOTICE
REVIVE APPAREL 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
11/7/19. Off . Loc. : Erie 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, c/o Mari-
ana Militello, P.O. Box 
3,Clarence, NY 14031. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of Chestnut Market 
Holdings LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organiza-
tion fi led with the 
Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 11/19/2019 Of-
fi ce Location  536 
Main Street (Ulster 
County). SSNY des-
ignated as agent of 
LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Stree, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

 LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):  Bas-
Ca, LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on November 
15, 2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Carlos Vil-
legas, 232 Hillside 
Lane, Ellenville, New 
York 12428. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or 
activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 5401 Route 212 
LLC. Art. of Org. fi led 
Sec’y of State (SSNY) 
11/8/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
234 Tinker St, Wood-
stock, NY 12498. Pur-
pose: any lawful ac-
tivities.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
598 Albany Post LLC.  
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/19/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Luis Martinez 
22 North Front Street 
New Paltz NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Blue Ocean Mars LLC, 
a domestic LLC, fi led
with the SSNY on 
11/12/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY is
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 8 Ma-
jestic Woods Drive,
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: any lawful. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 

of Limited Liabil-
ity Company (LLC): 
Heart & Soul K-9 LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/7/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: The LLC, 
107 Sand Hill Road, 
Gardiner, N.Y. 12525. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Hudson Valley 
Practice Association, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. fi led 
with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/19/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 250 Tuyten-
bridge Road, P.O. Box 
1488, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): Ku-
zhina Remodeling 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization were fi led 
with the Secretary 
of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/06/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Kuzhina Re-
modeling, 
35 Birdsall Ave Marl-
boro, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 
that a license, number 
"Pending" for beer, ci-
der, liquor and wine, 
has been applied for 
by the undersigned to 
sell beer, cider, liquor 
and wine, at retail in 
a restaurant under 
the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Law at 
11 Old Rte. 299 New 
Paltz NY 12561 Ulster 
County for on prem-
ises consumption.
ORALE MEXICO, INC
11 OLD RTE. 299
NEW PALTZ NY 12561

LEGAL NOTICE
Supplementary Pro-
bate Citation. File 
No. 2019-187. Sur-
rogate’s Court of 
Greene County Cita-
tion. The people of 
the state of New York. 
By the Grace of God 
Free and Indepen-
dent. To: Samantha 
K. Schmidt, 7206 
Bair Road, NW Wash-
ington, DC 20012. A 
petition having been 
duly fi led by Benta-
Vos, who is domi-
ciled at 6102 St. Hwy 
5 #6 Palatine Bridge, 
NY 13428. You are 
cited to show cause 
before the Surro-
gate’s Court, Greene 
County, at 320 Main 
Street, Catskill, NY, 
on January 15, 2020at 
1:30 p.m., in the af-
ternoon of that day, 
why a decree should 
not be made in the 
estate of Donald Paul 
Schmidt, lately domi-
ciled at 6000 Main 
Street, Tannersville, 
NY 12485. Admit-
ting to probate a will 
dated January 29, 
2015, as the will of 
Donald Paul Schmidt 
deceased, relating 
to real and personal 
property, and direct-
ed that Letters Testa-
mentary issue to Ben-
taVos. Hon Charles M. 
Trailleur, Surrogate, 
November 14, 2019. 
Note: This citation is 
served upon you as 
required by law. You 
are not required to 
appear. If you fail to 
appear it will be as-
sumed you do not 
object to the relief 
requested. You have a 
right to have an attor-
ney appear for you.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Zoning 
Board of Appeals will 
hold a Public Hearing 
on the following ap-
plication:
Date Sign is Posted: 
November 30, 2019
Project Name: ZB18-
02: 212-13(E)(4)(a)/
ZB18-03: 212(17)(C)
Applicant: Roger 
Spool
For: Seeking varianc-
es from the min. lot 
size & max. number 
of principal buildings 
per lot
Location: 48 North 
Chestnut Street
Tax Map Number: 
86.34-3-24
Date and Time of 
Public Hearing: De-
cember 10, 2019 at 
7:00 PM
Place: Village of New 
Paltz Village Hall
The Zoning Board 
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will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the Public Hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the Agenda. 
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary by e-mail 
(planningzoning@
villageofnewpaltz.
org) or at the address 
listed above. All rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions will be made for 
persons with disabili-
ties. In such a case, 
please notify the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary in advance 
so that arrangements 
can be made.

LEGAL NOTICE
INVITATION FOR 
BIDS 
Sealed bids for Con-
tract No. VNP-192, 
Furnishing Equip-
ment and Material for 
Secondary Clarifi er 
Rehabilitation at the 
New Paltz Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, 
for the Village of New 
Paltz,  Ulster County, 
New York, are sought 
and requested as set 
forth in specifi cations 
prepared by Brinnier 
and Larios, P.C., 67 
Maiden Lane, Kings-
ton, New York  12401. 
The proposal will 
have one contract for 
General Construc-
tion. 
The project consists 
of furnishing equip-
ment and material 
for one (1) secondary 
clarifi er in an existing 
concrete basin  for 
the New Paltz Waste-

water Treatment Fa-
cility located on Hu-
guenot Street in the 
Village of New Paltz. 
Separate sealed pro-
posals completed on 
forms provided with 
the Contract docu-
ments shall be re-
ceived by the Village 
of New Paltz, Ulster 
County, New York 
at the Village Offi  ces 
until 1:00 PM  o'clock 
on Thursday, Decem-
ber 19, 2020 at which 
time they will be pub-
licly opened and read 
aloud. 
Bids received after 
the designated date 
and time will be con-
sidered unresponsive 
and returned to the 
bidder unopened. 
All of the contract 
documents, includ-
ing Instructions to 
Bidders, Proposal 
Forms, General Con-
ditions governing the 
contract, drawings 
and detailed specifi -
cations, may be ex-
amined at the offi  ce 
of Brinnier and Lar-
ios, P.C., 67 Maiden 
Lane, Kingston, New 
York or at the offi  ce of 
the Village Clerk, Vil-
lage of New Paltz, Vil-
lage Hall, 25 Plattekill 
Avenue, New Paltz 
New York.  Copies of 
these documents may 
be obtained at these 
offi  ces upon depos-
its of $50.00 per set.  
All payments shall 
be made payable to 
Brinnier and Larios, 
P.C..  Payment for 
documents repre-
sents reproduction 
costs and therefore 
is non-refundable.  
Contract documents 
may be mailed fi rst 
class upon receipt of 
a check payable to 
Brinnier and Larios, 

P.C. in the amount 
of $10.00 to cover 
postage and handling 
costs. 
Digital copies of all 
contract documents 
may also be obtained 
by visiting www.brin-
nierandlarios.com 
[1].  All online con-
tract documents are 
free of charge and 
bidders must com-
plete the necessary 
registration form to 
receive the links for 
digital download.  
_Brinnier and Larios, 
P.C. is not respon-
sible for the accuracy 
of any digital contract 
documents that are 
downloaded outside 
of the direct down-
load from our web-
site. 
Each bidder must de-
posit with his bid, se-
curity in the amount 
of not less than fi ve 
percentum (5%) of 
the bid in the form of 
a certifi ed check or 
bid bond subject to 
the conditions of this 
contract. 
The successful bidder 
shall furnish a Per-
formance Bond and 
a Labor and Material 
Payment Bond in the 
amount of 100% of 
the accepted bid as 
set forth in the Bid 
Form.  These Bonds 
shall be in compli-
ance with the Specifi -
cations. 
The bidder, by sign-
ing his proposal, cer-
tifi es that he is fully 
aware of the State 
Laws regarding the 
non-collusion bid-
ding certifi cation.  No 
separate forms will 
be required, but the 
actual signing of the 
proposal includes 
such a statement and 
is included in the pro-

posal. 
The Village Board ex-
pressly reserves the 
right to waive any 
informalities in or 
to accept any bid, or 
to reject any and all 
bids, or to award on 
any or all items, as 
the interest of the Vil-
lage of New Paltz may 
appear to require. 
The Village of New 
Paltz is an exempt or-
ganization under the 
Tax Laws and is ex-
empt from payment 
of Sales and Compen-
sating Use Taxes of 
the State of New York 
and Cities and Coun-
ties of the State of all 
materials which are 
to be incorporated 
into this project, pur-
suant to the provi-
sions of the Contract.  
These taxes are not 
to be included in the 
Bid. 
No bidder may with-
draw his bid within 
45 (forty-fi ve) days af-
ter the actual date of 
the opening thereof. 
By order of the Vil-
lage Board, Village of 
New Paltz. 
Date:    December 5, 
2019 
Tim Rogers, Mayor

LEGAL NOTICE
GARDINER FIRE DIS-
TRICT BOARD OF 
FIRE COMMISSION-
ERS,   be advised 
that at the commis-
sioners meeting held 
on October 26, 2019 
the Board of Com-
missioners resched-
uled the December 
18, 2019 meeting to 
December 12, 2019 at 
7:00p.m. 
Cheryl Oakley, Sec-
retary, Gardiner Fire 
District Board of Fire 
Commission

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281

June Marie Lamark
June Marie Lamark, 81, of New Paltz, passed away on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 
at Vassar Brothers Medical Center in Poughkeepsie, New York. 

Born December 28, 1937 in Kingston, New York, she was the daughter of the late 
William and Mary Florence (Haines) Mertine. 

June was a graduate of New Paltz High School and as a teenager, worked as a nurse’s 
aide at St. Francis Hospital in Poughkeepsie and also at Blue’s Nursing Home in 
New Paltz (now known as New Paltz Care Center). She then got a job at the State 
University in New Paltz where she worked for over twenty years as a Maintenance 
Specialist/Trainer. Upon her retirement she discovered her true passion as a “Grand-
ma” for kindergarten students at the Duzine School in New Paltz, where she took 
great delight in their personalities and development. She also served as President of 
the New Paltz/Gardiner Seniors. June loved to travel and made trips to Canada, Hawaii and many other states. 
She was always catching a senior bus to spend the day somewhere interesting and when she wasn’t traveling she 
enjoyed gardening, reading, shopping, crocheting and taking walks outside. 

In addition to her parents, June was predeceased by her brother, Alvin W. Mertine. 

She is survived by her children, Dona L. Rissinger and her husband, Jeff of Wallkill, NY, David W. Lamark and 
his wife, Lisa of New Paltz, NY and Robert A. Lamark and his wife, Bertha of Highland, NY; seven grandchil-
dren, Cory, Patricia, David, Robert, Andrew, Melissa & Dennis (DJ); one great granddaughter, Madison; her 
sisters, Elaine L. Mertine of New Paltz, NY and Barbara A. McLean and her husband, Don of South Glens Fall, 
NY; and many nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Friends may call on Wednesday, December 4, 2019, from 4 to 7 p.m. at Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home, 162 
S. Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, New York 12561. 

A Funeral Service will take place the following day on Thursday, December 5, 2019 at 10 a.m. at the Holy Cross 
Santa Cruz Church, 30 Pine Grove Avenue, Kingston, New York 12401. 

Burial will follow at the Lloyd Cemetery, 841 New Paltz Road, Highland, New York 12528. 

Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist June’s family with the arrangements. 
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Light up the Hamlet
(Continued from page 1) 

Holiday on Huguenot Street
(Continued from page 1) 

stone house tours, featuring costumed interpreters 
portraying Huguenot Street’s past residents, start 
happening at 4:30 p.m. From 5 to 8 p.m., Local at 
Heart will host its annual Cookie Walk at the DuBois 
Fort Visitor Center. Also at 5, the Reformed Church 
opens a preview of its annual Craft Fair in the Wul-
lschleger Education Building across the street; if you 
fancy carrying a paper lantern in the Light Parade, 
this is where you can purchase one. At 5:45 p.m., 
the front steps of the church welcome chilled, hun-
gry visitors for its annual tradition sharing Soup and 
Stoop, for free.

The Holiday on Huguenot Street tours continue on 
Saturday, December 7, setting forth at noon, 1, 2, 3 
and 4 p.m. At 15-minute intervals from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Historic Huguenot Street will host horsedrawn 
wagon rides along the street, departing from the Du-
Bois Fort. The Museum Shop at Historic Huguenot 
Street will be selling holiday-themed goods from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., while the Cookie Walk relocates to 
the Reformed Church lawn from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The church’s Craft Fair continues from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m., and its Christmas Café happens in the Social 
Hall at 92 Huguenot Street from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
followed by a free holiday concert featuring the Big 
Blue Big Band in the Church’s sanctuary.

Tickets for wagon rides cost $5 for riders aged 4 and 
up. To register for house tours, visit https://huguenot-
street.z2systems.com/np/clients/huguenotstreet/even-
tRegistration.jsp?event=1727. For more information, 
visit www.huguenotstreet.org/holiday-2019. ++

engine escorted by local police with much ceremo-
ny, horns honking and sirens blaring. After greet-
ing the crowd, the Jolly Old Elf fl ips the switch that 
lights up the town Christmas tree and the lights on 
the streetlight posts, and then makes his way to his 
makeshift quarters for the evening at Santa’s Work-
shop across the street. Admission is free. To learn 
more, call (845) 691-2144. ++

corner of Main Street and Dusinberre Road.
Marchers will assemble at 7 p.m. this Friday eve-

ning, December 6 at Gardiner Gables, where kids can 
pick up free glow-sticks to wave as they walk along. 
The parade route has been extended slightly this 
year, with the turnaround point at the Gardiner Ani-
mal Hospital’s parking lot instead of the Reformed 
Church. Back at Town Hall, dancers will cavort and 
the tree will be offi  cially lit. This year the Gardiner 
Day Committee is dedicating the tree-lighting to the 
town’s Highway Department, in gratitude for its em-
ployees’ assistance in hanging Christmas lights and 
decorations throughout the hamlet in time for the 
event.

Afterwards, kids can take their Christmas wishes 
to Santa as he holds court on the bench in front of 
Town Hall, while baked treats and hot cocoa are of-
fered inside the building. Voluntary cash donations 
will be requested to help support this and other Gar-
diner Day events throughout the year, and donations 
of baked goods are also welcomed. There will be a 
collection box for new, unwrapped gifts for the Toys 
for Tots charitable program.

Attendees are encouraged to bring a fl ashlight. To 
learn more, visit www.facebook.com/Gardiner-Day-
New-York-162022735751. ++

ter they emigrate to the US. Around noon, you’ll fi nd 
town supervisor Jeanne Walsh and town clerk Mandy 
Donald giving away collectible Rosendale mugs of hot 
chocolate behind Bill’s Barber Shop. Redwing Blackbird 
Theater’s Open House will include a hands-on Puppet 
Workshop at 3 p.m. followed by a puppet show at 4.

RosenSpace, located in the building behind the 
Big Cheese, hosts a winter gift sale featuring locally 
made crafts. And each shop and eatery has some-
thing special going on, often including off erings of 
free treats. New this year will be an appearance at 
Art Juxtapose Gallery by Lady Aurora Claus, “fi rst of 
her name, the unfrozen, mother of fl ying reindeer, 
keeper of promises.”

The day culminates with a parade led by the Rosen-
dale Improvement Association Brass Band and Social 
Club from the Redwing Blackbird Theater to the Big 
Cheese at 5 p.m. for the annual Mac and Cheese Bake-
Off . Anyone who can melt cheese can compete in this 
annual competition and win prizes. Town justices Wil-
liam Papp and Robert Vosper will judge the entries, 
which can be dropped off  between 4:30 and 5 p.m. 
Leftovers can be sampled for free! To learn more, visit 
www.facebook.com/frozendalerosendale. ++

High Falls

Christmas Tree/Menorah-Lighting, 
December 7

Courtesy of the High Falls Civic Association, the 
community will gather from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday, December 7 for the ritual lighting of the enor-
mous live evergreen tree and adjacent menorah on 
the greensward adjoining the former DePuy Canal 
House, future home of the D & H Canal Museum. At-
mospheric fi repits will line Second Street, right off  
Route 213, where local eateries including the High 
Falls Café, High Falls Deli, the Spy and the Kitchen-
ette will off er free hot soup and other refreshments.

Entertainment will include sing-along caroling led 
by local musicians and schoolchildren, (likely with 
some jazz jamming afterwards), and Santa will put 
in an appearance, arriving on a High Falls Fire De-
partment fi retruck. This is a free event, open to resi-
dents and visitors alike. To learn more, visit http://
highfallscivic.org. ++

Frozendale Festival
(Continued from page 1) 

Gardiner Tree-Lighting
(Continued from page 1) 

Pre-registration is required.

Sign up Online Now! 
maincoursecatering.com/gingerbread

175 Main St. New Paltz, NY

MA I NCOUR S E
M A R K E T P L A C E

N E W  PA LT Z ,  N Y

All ages welcome!

Dec. 14th & 21st

10am -12pm
$21.95/house

Also 
Available:

ALSO 
AVAILABLE:

decorate your own 

gingerbread 

house

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

Keep it local
for the holidays!


