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Beauty badly neglected
High Falls Conservancy’s Grady Park,
Creek Walk restoration projects get into high gear
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Holiday on 
Huguenot 
Street lights 
up the night
by Erin Quinn

I
T WAS A Rockwellian winter night 
this past Friday as hundreds of local 
residents paraded through Historic 
Huguenot Street (HHS), carrying 

paper lanterns and children bundled in 

snowsuits and woolen onesies. The crisp 
outlines of the stone houses cast shad-
ows on the ice-layered snow as carolers 
and eager children gathered around the 
Northern spruce on the Deyo House 
lawn for the seventh annual community 
tree-lighting ceremony.

“It’s our opportunity to give back to 
the community and to create an event 
where people walk the entire length of 
the street,” said Frances Vigna, the HHS 
marketing and communications direc-
tor. Led by carolers, including New Paltz 
High School singer Mark Laborde, resi-
dents, couples, families, children and 
pets all strolled along the oldest incor-

by Frances Marion Platt

T
HE YEAR NOW coming to a close was a major milestone for the hamlet of 
High Falls: the 350th anniversary of the founding of the Town of Marble-
town. Primarily due to the tireless eff orts of the dynamic couple behind the 
High Falls Conservancy, Richard and Carole Eppley, 2019 was a year packed 

with events marking the sesquarcentennial. They kicked it off  with an all-town meet-
ing to fi nd out how residents wanted to celebrate, had an anniversary logo designed and 
then organized a June parade, an August picnic honoring fi rst responders, a September 
plein air painting day and an October square dance. This month was the lighting “down-
town” High Falls for the holidays and a meetup to decorate the new Kathy Cairo Davis 
Memorial Bridge, which carries Route 213/Main Street across the Rondout Creek.

But the anniversary-themed events are only a small part of the Eppleys’ work that Richard Eppley of the High Falls Consevancy on the viewing patio near the falls which 
was constructed last year.

PHOTOS LAUREN THOMAS

Kringle’s Mill by Matt Maley is not one of your run-of-the-mill gingerbread houses. This large well-crafted piece displays amazing 
attention to detail in the vines crawling up its back wall.

by Frances Marion Platt

“T
HE COMPETITION WAS tough this year,” Matt Maley observed soberly after the winners 
of the Hudson Valley Gingerbread Competition were announced at the Mohonk Mountain 
House on Sunday afternoon and the happy crowd began fi ltering out. He was right: A fi eld 
in which Maley’s entry “only” came in third, instead of fi rst as in some previous years, is 

a formidable one indeed.
The New Paltz artist’s 2019 opus was Kringle’s Mill, an impressive three-story millhouse populated by 

elves and powered by a stream in which one could glimpse orange koi “swimming” below a frozen sur-
face of crystallized sugar. The back of the building was covered with exquisitely detailed ivy vines, each 

 The sweet things in life
Hudson Valley Gingerbread Competition wows visitors

at Mohonk Mountain House

Santa and the Mrs. on Huguenot Street last 
Friday evening.

PLUS: ALMANAC WEEKLY I N S I D E
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Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

Accident involving chartered bus 
injures eight in New Paltz

An accident during the snowfall last Monday eve-
ning in New Paltz involving a chartered bus report-
edly carrying extras from the Showtime series Bil-
lions, which had been shooting scenes at Mohonk 
Mountain House, resulted in eight injuries.

New Paltz Police Department responded to the 
accident at 322 Mountain Rest Road at 10:24 p.m. 
According to police, a vehicle slid off  the road near 
322 Mountain Rest Road, blocking eastbound traffi  c. 
The driver of the bus, which was stopped in traffi  c, 
exited the bus to check on the occupants of the dis-
abled vehicle. As the driver attempted to return to 
the bus, it started to slide down the roadway, strik-
ing a four-door sedan as well as another vehicle that 
was attempting to pull out the initial vehicle. The bus 
continued to slide on the road after striking the sec-
ond vehicle and came to rest in a ditch on the north 
side of the roadway.

Eight people reported injuries they sustained as 
a result of the accident. Four were treated and re-
leased at the scene and four were transported to Vas-
sar Brothers and Mid-Hudson Regional hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. The remaining bus oc-
cupants were removed to an off -site location.

Mountain Rest Road was closed for several hours 
so that Ulster County DPW personnel could clear the 
roadway and the vehicles and bus could be removed.

The New Paltz Police Department was assisted at 
the scene by the New Paltz Fire Department, New 
Paltz Rescue Squad, New York State Police, Ulster 
County Department of Public Works, Mohonk Moun-
tain House Security and Mobile Support Services.

Yard Owl Brewery Holiday Market

Yard Owl Brewery in Gardiner is hosting an in-
door holiday market on Sundays through the end 
of December. The market features local artists, food 
purveyors and craftspeople including the vegan and 
gluten-free pies of Moonfl ower Breads, Grok Bites 
skin care products and essential oils, the clothing 
designs of Crust and Magic and XEK Noir pastels and 
artwork. The markets will be held from 3:30 to 6:30 

p.m. Hand-crafted Belgian-style beers and assorted 
food items will also be available. Yard Owl Brewery 
is located at 19 Osprey Lane in Gardiner.

For more information about the holiday market, 
contact moonfl owerbreads@gmail.com.

Notice of special meeting of the 
Historic Preservation Commission

 The Historic Preservation Commission of the Vil-
lage of New Paltz will hold a special meeting on Mon-
day, December 16, 7 p.m., at Village Hall, located at 
25 Plattekill Avenue in New Paltz, to provide consul-
tation to the New Paltz Village Planning Board. Com-
mission members will review exterior elevations as-
sociated with the site plan application of Noa Simons 
for modifi cation to the existing building located at 4 
Oakwood Court in the Village of New Paltz.

Anyone requiring special assistance and/or reason-
able accommodations, or requiring more information 
about the special meeting, should contact the commis-
sion secretary at hpc@villageofnewpaltz.org.

For further information about the site plan appli-
cation, contact the board secretary and assistant to 
the building department and mayor’s offi  ce at plan-
ningzoning@villageofnewpaltz.org or 255-3055.

“Las Posadas” celebration
at St. Joseph Church

A “Las Posadas” celebration will take place on 
Tuesday, December 17, 7 p.m., at St. Joseph Church, 
located at 34 South Chestnut Street in New Paltz. 
This is a tradition that has long been celebrated in 
Mexico and Central America. It commemorates the 
diffi  cult journey that Mary and Joseph undertook 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem looking for a warm and 
safe place to spend the night and to prepare for the 
birth of Jesus. It can help us to remember and be in 
solidarity with the many families around the world 
that are also seeking shelter and refuge. 

“Las Posadas” will be a reenactment of that jour-
ney and will be a warm and joyful gathering with 
many diff erent Latin-American traditional foods 
and beverages and games for children. This event is 
sponsored by the Brazos Abiertos ministry and all 
are welcome.

Shop at Inquiring Minds-New Paltz 
to support Elting Library

When you shop at Inquiring Minds Bookstore of 
New Paltz during December 14-22, a mention of Elt-
ing Memorial Library will designate a small portion 
of your purchase for the youth programs at the li-
brary. 

Inquiring Minds is located at 6 Church Street in 
New Paltz.

Gardiner Senior Resource 
Committee luncheon and holiday 
show at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Senior Resource Committee invites 
all Gardiner area seniors to enjoy a free lunch and 
show at the Gardiner Library on Monday, December 
16 from noon to 3:00 p.m. The Catskill Readers’ The-
ater will present: Aging Ain’t for Sissies. With poetry, 
stories, jokes, personal accounts and just plain fun, 
this is meant to entertain them all. The Catskill Read-
ers’ Theater is a group of seasoned actors who clev-
erly present shows with costuming, literature, music 
and more.

Call 255-4442 to reserve a spot. If no one answers, 
please leave a voice mail specifying if you need 
transportation; this cannot be guaranteed, but every 
eff ort will be made to accommodate. Although this is 
a free event, a suggested donation of $3 is requested 
to defray committee expenses.

The Gardiner Seniors’ mission is to support se-

niors so that they may remain in their homes as 
long as possible. Through social events and other 
outreach we provide information and spaces to ex-
change ideas and build community.

Events take place in the library community room, 
located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. The community 
room is equipped with T-coil technology for those 
with compatible hearing aids and cochlear implants. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Alternative Giving Fair

An Alternative Giving Fair will be held this Sat-
urday, December 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the New Paltz United Methodist Church, located at 
1 Grove Street. The event off ers alternative ways to 
“purchase” holiday gifts for those you love -- you can 
“buy one give one” at the handmade knits table and 
make a donation in memory of a loved one. Dona-
tions can be made to Heifer Project, Habitat for Hu-
manity, UMCOR Cleaning Buckets, Sara Flores Mis-
sionary and Rising Hope Prison Ministry. Other local 
non-profi t organizations will be present to accept 
your donations.

This year’s fair will also feature the cookie walk, 
and the country kitchen will include a taco bar and 
a baked potato bar. Special lunches for kids will also 
be available.

For additional information, visit www.newpalt-
zumc.org or call Sharon at (845) 625-8087. 

Christmastime benefi t concert
at the Redeemer Lutheran Church

The New Paltz Musicales will present its sixth an-
nual Christmastime concert, benefi ting Family of 
Woodstock Inc., this Friday, December 13, 7 p.m., at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, located at 90 Route 32 
South in New Paltz. The snow date is December 15 
at 4:30 p.m.

The concert will feature the talents of Reggie Har-
ris -- an innovative guitarist, creative vocalist and 
storyteller. This year’s concert will also feature the 
musical talents of Betty and the Baby Boomers. 
Rounding out the event will be the Redeemer’s own 
jam band and the Mountain Laurel High School En-
semble.

The suggested donation is $15 for adults and $5 for 
children 12 and under. One-hundred percent of all 
donations will be given to Family of Woodstock Inc.

Light refreshments will be served during intermis-
sions.

For additional information, e-mail community@
redeemernewpaltz.org or call (845) 255-0051.

Holiday gala art show and sale
at Roost Studios

The fourth annual Roost Studios Gallery and Gifts 
Holiday Gala Art Show & Sale will take place this Satur-
day, December 14 from 6 to 9 p.m. at Roost Studios Gal-
lery and Gifts, located at 69 Main Street in New Paltz.

Roost will exhibit art by Roost members and art-
ists from all over the Hudson Valley and beyond. All 
art is $99 each, ready to hang in a home or offi  ce and 
will be gift-wrapped to take home for yourself or for 
anyone on your holiday list.

A silent auction with goods, products and services 
from supporters in the community, is waiting for 
your bid. A suggested $10 donation at the door will 
also help keep the studio available to the community 
to express itself in its unique way. Check out www.
roostcoop.org for events and further information. 

Roost will be open to the public for viewing and/
or purchasing during regular gallery hours Thursday 
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. The Holiday 
Gala Art Show & Sale will be on display from Decem-
ber 12 for a soft opening until its closing on January 
8. The gallery is free and open to the public.

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent Rating
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Howard Miller art exhibit
and reception at Elting Library

Elting memorial Library will host the works of lo-
cal artist Howard Miller during the month of Decem-
ber. There will be a free reception that is open to the 
public on Tuesday, December 17 at 7 p.m. Both the 
reception and the show will be held in the Steinberg 
Room of the Library, which is located at 93 Main 
Street in New Paltz.

Hanukkah Celebration

The Jewish Congregation of New Paltz will hold its 
annual Hanukkah celebration on Sunday, December 
22 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Jewish Congregation of New 
Paltz Community Center, located at 30 North Chestnut 
Street in New Paltz. All are welcome. This celebration 
will include a group sing-a-long led by the Chai Notes, 
games (including dreidle), crafts and latkes.

If possible, bring your menorah and candles and 
participants will symbolically light the menorahs to-
gether. Please also bring a vegetarian dish to share.

The Judaica shop will also be open during the par-
ty. For additional information, call (845) 255-9817.

Light up the Hamlet, December 13

The Town of Lloyd’s annual community tree-light-
ing party is dubbed Light up the Hamlet. This year it 
happens from 6 to 9 p.m. this Friday, December 13. 
The streets in the hamlet of Highland are closed to 
traffi  c for the holiday celebration. The town-square 
community gathering always has a nostalgic quality 
to it: a small-town sweetness that evokes the holi-
days of earlier, more innocent eras.

Santa Claus arrives at the corner of Main Street 
and Vineyard Avenue astride a fi re engine escorted 
by local police with much ceremony, horns honk-
ing and sirens blaring. After greeting the crowd, the 
Jolly Old Elf fl ips the switch that lights up the town 
Christmas tree and the lights on the streetlight posts, 
and then makes his way to his makeshift quarters for 
the evening at Santa’s Workshop across the street. 
Admission is free. To learn more, call (845) 691-2144.

Birdseed feeder pop-in project
at Gardiner Library

Gardiner Library will host a birdseed feeder pop-
in project this Saturday, December 14 between 1 and 
3 p.m. The activity is recommended for ages four 
and up, supplies are limited so this is a fi rst come, 
fi rst serve event. Pop-in to the library between event 
hours to make a birdseed feeder to hang in the yard. 

 The activity will take place in the library com-
munity room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For 
further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.gar-
dinerlibrary.org.

December activities for children
at Elting Memorial Library

LEGO fans will be happy to know about a special 
holiday program, “ How the Grinch Stole LEGOs,” on 
Monday, December 23 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Elt-
ing Memorial Library. The event will take place during 
the New Paltz School District’s winter break. Space is 
limited, so please sign up by calling the library at 255-
5030 or e-mail Miss Bonnie at brpfeff @yahoo.com.

Other upcoming library activities include: chess for 
kids on December 16 , family movie night on December 
13 and 20 and reading to dogs on December 14.

The library is located at 93 Main Street in New Paltz.

Ponies and Toys Drive

Lucky C Stables will hold its 16th annual Ponies 
and Toys Drive to benefi t Family of New Paltz this 
Sunday, December 15 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the stables, 
located at 31 Yankee Folly Road in New Paltz.

Bring a new unwrapped toy for a child in need and 
receive a free pony or horse ride. All ages are wel-
come. The event is inside and is held rain/snow/sleet 
or shine, but dress warm. The event will also feature 
holiday treats, holiday music and hot chocolate.

For more information, visit www.luckycstables.
com or call (845) 255-3220.

Gardiner Library presents slow jam

 The Gardiner Library will off er slow jam this Sun-
day, December 15 from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m. All musi-
cians and acoustic instruments are welcome. The 
slow jam allows those new to playing an acoustic in-
strument to practice with some friendly, local musi-
cians. Participants play at a slower pace, so everyone 
is given the chance to learn the songs. 

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

Eric Roth: 19th century guitar 
concert at Gardiner Library

The Gardiner Library hosts Eric Roth in a guitar 
concert this Saturday, December 14 from 3 to 4 p.m. 

Roth will perform a program primarily of 19th-cen-
tury guitar music, which was a time of striking inno-
vation and development of this familiar instrument 
and is rich with intriguing and delightful repertoire. 
The music will be performed on a beautiful, authen-
tic reproduction instrument modeled after one built 
in 1830. Roth will also provide information about the 
instrument, repertoire, composers and history.

The performance will take place in the library 
community room, located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. 
For further information, call 255-1255 or visit www.
gardinerlibrary.org.

 

The Hudson Valley Humanists
will meet on December 15

The Hudson Valley Humanists will meet this Sun-
day, December 15, 7 p.m., at the New Paltz Commu-
nity Center, located at 3 Veterans Drive in New Paltz. 

The group’s annual HumanLight potluck dinner 
and celebration of humanist ideals will include songs 
and a celebration of the humanist ideals and values: 
reason, compassion, hope and humanity. 

Hudson Valley Humanists will be collecting toilet-
ries and other necessities for Family of New Paltz.

This meeting is free and open to the public. For 
more information, email auer1@att.net . 

Colleen Fox
President

82 Vineyard Avenue
Highland, NY 12528
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 Recreational 
FOX
INSURANCE AGENCY, Inc.

Always ahead of the pack

845•691•6600 • foxinsuranceny.com

215 Huguenot St. • New Paltz, NY 12561
www.newpaltzgolf.com

10 Rounds of Golf w/Cart
Christmas Special - $179

— OR —

2020
Memberships

$75 Off

Gift Certificates Available

Call Larry for details:
(845) 430-6001

GIVE THEM WHAT THEY

REALLY WANT FOR CHRISTMAS!

“The Real Estate Matchmakers”
Dolly, Denise, Barbara & Deborah
81 Vineyard Ave. • Highland, NY

845-691-2126 • dolly@hellodollyrealestate.com

WIZARD OF OZ 
BY THE PUPPET PEOPLE

SPONSORED BY  
UNISON ARTS, DUZINE/LENAPE PTA  

& DAWES SEPTIC

SAT, 12/14 
3 PM 
NEW PALTZ 
HIGH SCHOOL

t ickets:  unisonarts.org

+ winter craft workshop @ 1:30 PM!

PIES • STOLLEN • CANNOLI 
DINNER ROLLS 

COOKIE PLATTERS

CANDY CANES

BABKA

CHRISTMAS COOKIES

CHOCOLATES  
& TRUFFLES

GINGERBREAD PEOPLE

GINGERBREAD  
HOUSE KITS

Gift Certificates 
are the Perfect Gift!

FOR CHRISTMAS MORNING, STOCK 
UP ON BAGELS, CROISSANTS, MUFFINS, 

DANISH & CINNAMON BUNS

Happy Holidays!

THE BAKERY
Serving New Paltz for 38 years.

13a Front Street, New Paltz, NY 
(845) 255 8840 www.ilovethebakery.com

PIES • STOL



 New Paltz Times 4 •  December 12, 2019

NEW PALTZ  | SCHOOLBOARD

New Paltz Times
N E W S  O F  N E W  P A L T Z ,  G A R D I N E R ,  H I G H L A N D  &  B E Y O N D

Editor: Debbie Alexsa 

Almanac editor: Julie O’Connor

Contributors:  Rich Corozine, Christina Coulter, 

Sharyn Flanagan, Frances Marion Platt, Erin Quinn

Jesse J. Smith, Terence P Ward

Staff  photographer: Lauren Thomas

Columnists: Carol Johnson

Mark Sherman, Susan Slotnick

Student Columnist: Oliver ten Broeke

Display ad sales: Jenny Bella, Lynn Coraza

Pam Courselle, Elizabeth Jackson, Angela Lattrell

Ralph Longendyke, Linda Saccoman

Production and technology director: Joe Morgan

New Paltz Times layout & design: Debbie Alexsa

Production: Diane Congello-Brandes 

Josh Gilligan, Ann Marie Woolsey-Johnson

Off ice manager: Dale Geff ner

Classifieds: Tobi Watson, Amy Murphy

Calendar: Donna Keefe

Ulster Publishing
Publisher: Geddy Sveikauskas

Advertising director: Genia Wickwire

Executive editor, digital: Will Dendis

Circulation manager: Dominic Labate

Subscriptions: Tobi Watson

Advertising Project Manager: Sue Rogers 

New Paltz Times (USPS# 305810) is a weekly newspaper 

published 52 times a year by Ulster Publishing Co., Inc., 

322 Wall St., Kingston, NY 12401-3820. Periodicals Post-

age Paid at Kingston, NY and other additional mailing of-

fices. Postmaster: Send address changes to New Paltz 

Times, PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402-3329. Subscrip-

tions are $45 per year in county, $40 senior citizen rate, 

$50 out of county; e-subscriptions are $35 per year. New 

Paltz Times is distributed at $1.50 per copy at New Paltz 

area newsstands. Contact: 845.334.8200 or newpaltz-

times@ulsterpublishing.com.

Freedom from phones
New Paltz School Board members are going to be 

looking closely at a product which could get students 
off  their phones during the school day. It’s apparent-
ly not okay to forbid phones on the premises, but 
trustee Diana Armstead has found a company called 
Yondr, the main product of which is a locking phone 
pouch. A student would put the phone inside on arriv-
al, it would be sealed inside, and the child could keep it 
with them all day long but not access it. It would be un-
locked as they leave the building. The cost for the high 
school alone would be $21,000, she said. More details 
will be presented at a future meeting.

-- Terence P Ward

More religious holidays considered

During last week’s New Paltz School Board meet-
ing, the next school calendar wasn’t approved, as 
trustees want to know if it’s possible to make cer-
tain Islamic holy days holidays from class. The New 
Paltz district has seven snow days built in, which is 
more than in other districts, and it may be possible 
by just shaving one off . The topic will be revisited at 
the next regular meeting.

-- Terence P Ward

A modifi ed proposal
Coaches and young athletes showed up in force to 

the December 4 meeting of the New Paltz Board of 
Education to lobby for a modifi ed lacrosse team to 
support children too young to try out for the junior 
varsity and varsity teams. They are asking that such 
a team be funded for the spring semester, but with 
the budget for this school year approved by voters 
last May, that could prove a challenge. Nevertheless, 
trustees appeared to be open to at least exploring 
the idea at a future meeting.

Parents and coaches articulated their passion 
for this particularly American sport as the athletes 
themselves stood by with their equipment at the 

ready. Interest in lacrosse locally is on an upswing 
that tracks with statewide and national trends, trust-
ees were told, and in Ulster County only the New 
Paltz and Saugerties districts lack modifi ed teams. 
That makes it diffi  cult for New Paltz players at that 
age to fi nd opponents, as the school teams are ap-
parently what the kids are joining. The cost to equip 
and register each child was estimated at $600-700, 
but it's not yet clear if there are other costs associ-
ated with fi elding a team, such as transportation. 
Coaches for some, but not all, school teams receive 
stipends, as well.

One point made quite clearly is that this is an ask 
for both girls' and boys' teams for this age range; one 
parent opined from the gallery that having a lacrosse 
team would give girls cut from other teams another 
chance to participate in a sport. Parent Tim Rogers 
asserted that girls who play sports in college are 25% 
more likely to serve in elected offi  ce, drawing a line 
from early participation to that point. On the other 
hand, trustee Teresa Thompson, whose husband has 
coached the girls' varsity and junior varsity lacrosse 
teams, said that last year there were barely enough 
players to fi eld a junior varsity team.

-- Terence P Ward

Interim appointments

The changing of the guard continues in the New 
Paltz district. School board members at their De-
cember 4 meeting appointed Dr. Bernard Josefsberg 
as interim superintendent, a job he will assume on 
December 18 for $900 a day. Don Gottlieb will be-
come the interim assistant superintendent for busi-
ness on the same date, for $700 a day. Maria Rice is 
leaving the position of superintendent, from which 
she retired in 2017; Richard Linden is set to retire 
from leading the business offi  ce. Sharifa Carbon will 
take over Linden's job as of February 5 to replace 
Gottlieb, at a salary of $165,000. The formal search 
for a replacement for Rice began on December 9 
with a special board meeting in the high school. The 
board selected the New York State Leadership Group 
(NYSLG), a non-profi t educational organization 
structured under the State University of New York 
(SUNY) Buff alo State College Foundation, to lead the 
search for its next superintendent of schools

-- Terence P Ward

Striking students will get no extra 
support

Adults organizing the Students and Commu-
nity Climate Strike in New Paltz last Friday wanted 
students' absences to be excused if approved by a 
parent; echoing the process which trustees had ap-
proved for a similar event earlier this year. This time, 
however, they came away disappointed. Students 
who ducked out this time around would not be given 
a blanket free pass.

Trustees reaffi  rmed their support for young peo-
ple working to combat climate change, but their de-
cision hinged largely on the fact that this event ap-
peared to have been entirely orchestrated by adults. 
They compared it to the gun-violence events held 
last year, the desire for which emerged from the stu-
dent population; unlike the climate actions, the gun 
event was contained to school property and thor-
oughly scripted and controlled. Adult involvement 
this time included arranging to put this project at the 
DEC offi  ce rather than the library, to make it easier 
for high school students to get there safely; board 
members didn't express confi dence that South Putt 
Corners Road is a safe place to walk, despite shoul-
ders being widened with that goal in mind.

Michael O'Donnell observed, "If you have permis-
sion, it's not a strike."

-- Terence P Ward

NEW PALTZ  | TOWN & VILLAGE

Executive privilege

Members of New Paltz’s Town Board spent a con-
siderable amount of time during their December 5 
meeting behind closed doors, entering into execu-
tive session a total of three times. They began their 
meeting with a lengthy secret conversation about 
hiring, then they were asked by town justices to 
speak about a personnel matter in the town court 

and then they returned to the closed room to hash 
out details for a contract to build a solar fi eld on the 
town landfi ll property.

In between executive sessions, the briefest of joint 
meetings with some village trustees was held. Dep-
uty mayor KT Tobin laid out her vision of how joint 
meetings might be used in the coming year, as some 
town offi  cials have signaled that they are not always 
seen as productive. For one, Tobin wants county 
legislators at joint meetings, because a priority for 
Village Board members is to strengthen ties at that 
level. Getting county offi  cials to tune in to local con-
cerns is a problem for every supervisor, observed 
Neil Bettez, and if this succeeds his colleagues might 
be jealous of that fact. Tobin also suggested incor-
porating something like the “spotlight on program” 
feature used at school board meetings. This is usu-
ally a slide presentation of half an hour or more, 
sometimes accompanied by extremely detailed de-
scriptions about a particular school program laid out 
by teachers and students. Town offi  cials did not say 
publicly how they felt such an idea might be imple-
mented at joint meetings.

After discussing it privately, town offi  cials agreed to 
open up contract negotiations for the landfi ll solar proj-
ect to all three bidders again. Members of the ad-hoc 
committee had strongly recommended one vendor in 
particular, but faced resistance from Julie Seyfert-Lillis 
and David Brownstein over the amount of trees to be 
killed to make the project economically viable. Now, 
for reasons not disclosed in public, representatives of 
the other two bidding vendors will have a chance to 
walk the site and refi ne their own proposals. It appears 
that the year-end deadline -- viewed as rushed and ar-
tifi cial by some residents, and driven largely by state-
level tax abatements and incentives -- is no longer the 
primary driver for Town Board members.

-- Terence P Ward

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 
Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public 
Access Committee and the Recreation Committee. 
Interested parties are asked to submit a letter of in-
terest and resume to the supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail assistant@
townofnewpaltz.org.

New Paltz leaders plan for climate 
vulnerabilities

On December 4, members of the New Paltz Town 
Board, the Village Board and the New Paltz Climate 
Smart Task Force gathered for a workshop to learn 
more about the climate vulnerability study and to 
begin prioritizing community assets that are particu-
larly vulnerable to climate change. This information 
then guided offi  cials to prioritizing assets so offi  cials 
and volunteers can actively begin to create adaption 
plans for these priorities. 

Meeting presenter Kale Roberts, from the Inter-
national Council for Local Environmental Initiatives 
(ICLEI) consulting group, praised New Paltz for tak-
ing important steps in anticipating and adapting to 
climate change, saying most communities of similar 
size have not begun this process and may suff er more 
severe and expensive consequences as a result. 

Participants of the workshop learned about the 
projected climate hazards for our area: 

• New Paltz is expected to experience seven times 
more extreme heat days. 

• Within 20 years, New Paltz summer days will 
routinely begin to reach 100 degrees. 

• New Paltz is projected to experience fi ve times 
the number of heat waves. 

• The number of extreme precipitation events are 
projected to nearly double by 2100. 

• New Paltz freezing days are projected to de-
crease by half. 

• New Paltz anticipates a precipitation shift from 
snow to rain.

This begins what will be a long process of creat-
ing a climate vulnerability adaption plan. Commu-
nity input is welcomed and encouraged. For more 
detailed information, visit the Climate Smart section 
of either the town or village websites.  
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Huguenot Street
(Continued from page 1) 

porated street in America -- Huguenot Street -- hum-
ming holiday tunes, carrying white lanterns and 
snowfl ake-bedazzled glow necklaces until the light-
ing of the tree. Then they rushed back to the porch 
of Deyo House, where Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus sat 
waiting for all who wanted to get their pictures taken 
and their holiday wish lists heard.

“We also give free tours that are all historically re-
searched and detailed and have a specifi c theme,” 
said Vigna. This year the theme focused on how our 
European ancestors celebrated a Victorian Christ-
mas. There were free holiday-themed tours of some 
of the historic homes held both on Friday evening 
and throughout the day on Saturday, December 7.

“It’s a great way to bring people together and to do 
it in a festive way that is all free,” said Vigna. “It’s so 
fun to be the photographer and get to document the 
children’s faces when they are carrying the lanterns 
or seeing Santa Claus for the fi rst time. All of the re-
actions are priceless.”

Along the route to Deyo House was the Cookie 
Walk, located inside the always-cozy Old DuBois 
Fort, home to HHS’ Museum Shop and Visitors’ Cen-
ter. The Cookie Walk included thousands of home-
made cookies ranging from the traditional to the ex-
otic, sold by the pound as a fundraiser for Local at 
Heart, an organization dedicated to raising funds for 
regional food pantries. “We’ve been baking until 1 
a.m. every night,” said Local at Heart volunteer Bar-
bara Londa. “Underneath this table there are liter-

ally thousands of more cookies, and by tomorrow at 
3 p.m. there will only be crumbs left,” said Linda En-
gler, another volunteer for Cookie Walk. “All of our 
proceeds go to support food pantries in New Paltz, 
Gardiner, Rondout Valley and Wallkill.”

There were peanut butter buckeyes, Mexican wed-
ding cake cookies and Red Stag Bourbon balls, just 
to name a few of the popular delicacies being pur-
chased for a good cause. 

“We do this event in tandem with the Reformed 
Church,” said Vigna, noting that the church has also 
had a longstanding tradition of off ering a holiday 
crafts fair, bazaar and fi reside room with cookies 
and hot cocoa.

Kathy Martin and Pat Kelley of the Reformed 
Church were busy on that blustery evening, stringing 
holiday lights along their tent outside of the church 
steps for Soup on the Stoop. “It’s an annual tradition 
where we off er fresh, homemade hot soup to every-
one and anyone,” said Kelley. “There’s tomato/red 
pepper, butternut squash, chicken noodle, vegetar-
ian and vegan soups!” Martin recalled what a great 
venue HHS was when her daughter got married at 
the church. “We had a busload of people from out 
of town, and we booked tours of the historic homes 
and then went to the Walkway Over the Hudson. 
Those two things are a great way to show family and 
friends some of the treasures of where we live.”

Over in the fi reside room were theme-decorated 
trees, with all of the one-of-a-kind, handmade orna-
ments for sale. There was the “New Paltz Tree” with 

shellacked wooden ornaments with images of rock 
climbers, Sky Top Tower, Mohonk Mountain House, 
the Bistro, P & G’s, Rock & Snow, the Old Main Build-
ing and the Reformed Church. There was another 
tree that was decorated like Alice in Wonderland, 
with cards and Mad Hatters and crooked teacups 
dangling off  branches.

Perched in the middle of a long table fi lled with 
hand-knitted scarves, gloves, hats, bags, afghans and 
children’s sweaters was a small tree fi lled with daz-
zlingly cute teddy-bear ornaments. “This is in honor 
of one of our original members [of the Knitting Club], 
Marie Wiersum, who passed away this summer at age 
95,” said Lisa Curtis. “She loved teddy bears, and so 
this tree is decorated with hand-knitted and hand-felt-
ed teddy bears in her memory.” According to Sue Van 
Alst, who has been working the Reformed Church holi-
day crafts fair for almost three decades, Wiersum was 
“the children’s librarian at the Elting Memorial Library, 
and she was one of the original founders of our Knit-
ting Club. She was born and raised in New Paltz.” The 
Reformed Church Knitting Club meets twice weekly 
and creates works stitched with love for premature ba-
bies, blankets for shelters and beautiful works that can 
be worn for both fashion and sensibility.

To bring the community out together on a chilly, 
dark winter evening and light candles, purchase 
cookies for a cause and delight in the creativity that 
abounds at the crafts fair is one of the many reasons 
why living in a small town can help make the holi-
days a little bit brighter. ++

Sara Healy and her son Jack check out the ornaments for sale at the New Paltz Reformed 
Church's craft sale last Friday evening.

SUNY juniors Sarah Wallach, Alicia Dey and Gigi Benami enjoy some goodies from the Local 
at Heart Cookie Walk held in the Old Fort on Huguenot Street last Friday evening.

HOLIDAY
EARLY DEADLINES

Christmas 
Almanac, classifieds and New Paltz Times ad deadline is

December 20th 

Kingston, Saugerties, Woodstock ad deadline is

December 23rd

New Year’s
Almanac, classifieds and New Paltz Times ad deadline is

December 27th
Kingston, Saugerties, Woodstock ad deadline is

December 30th
Please call

845.334.8200 
for more info or to place your ad.

Thank you and

Happy Holidays!
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Beauty badly neglected
(Continued from page 1) 

PHOTOS BY LAUREN THOMAS

Richard and Carole Eppley of the High Falls Conservancy.

High Falls as seen through the remains of a brick 
archway in the old Norton Cement factory. The 
structure dates back to at least the early 19th century.

came to fruition this past year. They’ve just pub-
lished the fi fth edition of their annual Stories of High 
Falls publication, featuring memoirs of prominent 
longtime residents. They hosted a screening of the 
documentary When Hollywood Came to High Falls: 
The Filming of Splendor in the Grass. They contin-
ued their project of planting hundreds of daff odils 
(1,200+ so far) along Main Street and around the 
bridge. They successfully lobbied the state Depart-
ment of Transportation to install radar-activated 
fl ashing speed limit signs at either end of town. They 
worked with Riverkeeper to conduct regular water 
quality sampling at seven sites along the Creek and 
organized River Sweep and Adopt-a-Highway trash 
cleanups. They posted bilingual signs along the 
Creek Walk urging visitors to carry out what they 
carry in.

The High Falls Conservancy has a small-but-com-
mitted core group of volunteers who pitch in on 
these projects, but the bulk of the work is done by 
the Eppleys, who retired from their New York City 
careers once their kids were grown and moved to 
their Bruceville Road home in 2011. Richard was a 
banker who worked for J. P. Morgan before setting 
up his own fi nance company, specializing in ener-
gy savings performance contracts. Carole ran her 
own confectionary art business, creating amazing 
showpieces such as a fi ve-foot-long reproduction of 
Georges Seurat’s A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte, made entirely from cookies, for a 
French exhibit at Bloomingdale’s. The gingerbread 
house kits she designed were sold all over the world 
via the Neiman Marcus catalogue.

During their Manhattan years, as far back as the 
early 1960s, Carole was involved with a grassroots 
community group dedicated to cleaning up then-
run-down Central Park, which eventually morphed 
into the Central Park Conservancy. Her passion for 
rescuing “beauty that’s been badly neglected” was 
certainly not left behind upon retirement, and the 
couple set ambitious goals for themselves in High 
Falls. The fi rst issues that struck the Eppleys were 
the impediments to viewing the Rondout Creek, its 
picturesque cascades, the Norton Cement Company 
factory ruins at the main falls’ base, the slanting lay-
ers of stone exposed on the creek’s northern bank 
that are used by the National Geological Society as 
textbook examples of an anticline. “That was in our 
minds almost from the day we moved to High Falls,” 
Carole recalls. “It was hard to get a good view of the 
falls. The bank was overgrown, not cared for.”

Two industrial structures belonging to Central 
Hudson Gas and Electric -- only recently returned to 
service for generating and transmitting hydropower 
-- and long stretches of chain-link fencing meant to 
deter swimmers from accessing the perilous Creek 
also stand between the world-class viewscape and 
its potential admirers from near and far. Mazes of 
gates at either end of the path known as the Creek 
Walk are visually intimidating and, Richard notes, 
“not ADA-compliant. We want Central Hudson to 
redo them so it’s accessible. If they used bollards in-
stead, it would look more pleasant, like an invitation 
to come down through.”

Years of negotiation with the utility company have 
resulted in gradual improvements to the site. Rich-
ard characterizes his contacts there as “enthusias-
tic at the community relations level,” meaning that 
the Eppleys were able to talk them into a $10,000 
grant to rebuild a patio area with a view of the falls, 
some benches and a chess table, and to repaint the 
“raking station” structure to a receding red/brown 
color rather than stark industrial white. But upper 
levels of corporate management aren’t yet engaged 
to the point of larger investments, such as covering 
the ugly façade of the power transfer station, which 
overlooks the lower tier of the falls, with brick in the 
Victorian style of a historic structure that was torn 
down and replaced. The Eppleys dream of an exten-
sion to the building that could serve as a classroom for 
fi eld trips and displays on industrial archaeology and 
sustainable energy. They also want to see the weedy 
trees whose roots are crumbling the factory ruins tak-
en out, which will open up the Creek vistas as well.

They achieved one major victory on the Creek 

Walk restoration project this summer: securing 
a right-of-way for the Town of Marbletown for the 
eastern segment of the path, which belongs to the 
Department of Transportation rather than Central 
Hudson. The negotiation took fi ve years. A cattle 
gate near the eastern end will be replaced with bol-
lards, opening the path to strollers and wheelchairs. 
Artist Verna Gillis, the widow of sculptor Bradford 
Graves, has off ered the use of some of Graves’ lime-
stone sculptures to turn part of the Creek Walk into 
an art park. It’s just one piece of the big puzzle that 
the Eppleys envision as the High Falls Loop: a pe-
destrian trail connecting the scenic and historical at-
tractions of “downtown” with the O & W Rail Trail, 
which crosses Route 213 just beyond the western end 
of the Davis Bridge.

In collaboration with Marbletown offi  cials, the 
High Falls Conservancy has secured a commitment 
from assemblyman Kevin Cahill for a state grant of 
$125,000 for part of the Loop project: the restora-
tion of Grady Park, early phases of which have al-
ready been completed with town funding. Summer 
visitors to High Falls know Grady Park as the setting 
for the town’s long-running Sunday fl ea market, with 
the remains of D & H Canal Lock 17 as its backdrop. 
But the park’s four tax parcels extend considerably 
further west, a tongue of land wedged between 
Old Route 213 and its modern replacement, ending 
across the street from the Spy restaurant. The park 

is property of the D & H Canal Historical Society, and 
cannot be sold off  because it’s listed as historic; but 
with the help of town supervisor Rich Parete, the 
Conservancy was able to arrange a 99-year lease to 
the Town of Marbletown.

Since that lease was signed this past May, work 
has begun in earnest on reclaiming Grady Park. An 
engineering fi rm, Greenman-Pedersen, Inc., was 
contracted to draw up conceptual plans and the 
property was surveyed. The town brought in John 
Messerschmidt of Poison Ivy Patrol/Hudson Valley 
Native Landscaping to assist the Highway Depart-
ment in clearing many decades’ worth of over-
growth and invasive species. Additional ruins, in-
cluding  Lock 18, long invisible to passing motorists, 
are now beginning to emerge. “This area has been 
very badly neglected,” Carole says while taking New 
Paltz Times staff  on a site tour. “We are very excited 
about those rocks. They’re a good example of what 
you could never see.”

The next step, scheduled to commence soon, is 
to remove the site’s many dead and diseased trees -- 
mostly elm and ash that succumbed to blight. Carole 
recalls how, before her eyes, “One of these fell right 
down onto Route 213. The cars came to a screeching 
halt.” Only about four or fi ve healthy trees remain in 
the central section of the property.

The Eppleys hope to see a brick walking path, with 
benches at intervals, connecting the fl ea market site 
at the eastern end and a new vest-pocket park at 
the eastern end: a Veterans’ Memorial Plaza with a 
bluestone-paved patio area for municipal events, a 
fl agpole, memorial markers, lights and plantings. 
But at least one town meeting will be held fi rst to 
solicit community input.

New sidewalks, crosswalks and signage will be 
needed to pull the entire High Falls Loop together, 
and every phase of the ambitious project will cost 
money. But when Richard and Carole Eppley set 
their minds to a task and roll up their sleeves, stuff  
gets done. To learn more, make a donation or vol-
unteer, visit the High Falls Conservancy website at 
www.thehighfallsconservancy.org. ++

This view of the banks of the Rondout Creek just below  
High Falls shows the striations of the ancient anticlinal 
fold in the rockface.
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The sweet things in life
(Continued from page 1) 

fondant leaf lovingly applied. “The icing doesn’t 
always do what you want,” Maley grumbled, already 
plotting how to outdo his competitors in 2020.

Top laurels in the Adult category went to Keven 
& Jessica Brunk of East Fishkill for their elaborate 
Dickensian fantasy The SS Fezziwig, and it was diffi  cult 
to argue with the judges’ choice. A multileveled steam-
ship provided the perfect Victorian steampunk setting 
for a cast of expressively rendered characters from A 
Christmas Carol, arrayed around all four sides of the 
vessel. “This is our third year. We came in third place 
the fi rst year and won Viewers’ Choice last year, so we 
were really gunning to get that top spot,” said Keven 
Brunk. “We love the Muppets version of A Christmas 
Carol, and we were looking for something with mass 
appeal. We hit on the idea of setting it on a boat, which 
gave us a lot to work with. We started baking on Octo-
ber fi rst.”

The second-place finisher in the Adult category, the Black 
family’s Fairytale Christmas, was an epic crowdpleaser, also 
taking the 2019 Viewers’ Choice Award with 220 out of 1,060 
votes. Meant (like most of the top finishers) to be viewed 
from all angles, it took the shape of a block of buildings in 
a village populated by familiar folkloric characters, done 
up Disney-style. Among them were Snow White, the Seven 
Dwarfs each framed in a window and the Wicked Queen 
with her poisoned apple; Red Riding Hood with the Big Bad 
Wolf peering over the parapet (and doing double duty for 
the Three Little Pigs); Rapunzel with her hair cascading from 
the second story to the street outside; Pinocchio, the Muf-
fin Man, Humpty Dumpty, the Frog Prince, the Three Blind 
Mice and more. “How many different fairytales/nursery 
rhymes can you spot?” an inscription challenged the viewer.

Disneyfi ed images appeared on many of the tables in 
Mohonk’s West Dining Room, where this event is tradi-
tionally held. There was a Belle’s Castle, several render-
ings of Alice in Wonderland and an Elsa’s Castle featur-
ing delicate ice-magic eff ects made with aqua-colored 
spun sugar and a reindeer doing a comic faceplant on 
a frozen pond. The icy mountain backdrop was assem-
bled from rice cakes. Other novel uses of edible mate-
rials among the entries were edamame noodles for a 
thatched roof in Girl Scout Troop 60179’s Polar Plunge
(second-place winner in the Junior category) and pota-
to sticks for the Lake Mohonk dock in Maggie Caputo’s 

Sky Top Memories (third place in the Junior category).
Other popular cultural references included the 

movies of Tim Burton, with scenes from Edward Scis-
sorhands and Beetlejuice (The Nightmare before Christ-
mas was so last year – literally), Stranger Things, Harry 
Potter and Star Wars. Second place in the Employee 
category went to Petros and Timothy Bunch and Cici-
ley and Lucas Haslem for The Battle on Hoth, which 
featured a collapsed Imperial Walker surrounded by 
The Empire Strikes Back characters and creatures in a 
snowy alien landscape.

New to the event this year was a life-sized Ginger-
bread Man milling among the crowd, with Mohonk’s 
entertainment manager Anthony Ceccione inside the 
fuzzy costume. It was the second year in a row that all 
entry fees were donated to the Food Bank of the Hud-
son Valley, with more than $8,500 raised. “We’re es-
pecially pleased that we’re bringing home 50 percent 
more donations than last year,” said Food Bank direc-
tor Paul Stermer.

Judges for the 2019 competition were Mohonk 
Mountain House pastry chef Audrey Billups; Gina 
Vaccarino, proprietor of the Cake Artist Café in New 
Paltz; Matthew Waldron, general manager of the Apple 
Pie Bakery Café at the Culinary Institute of America 
and a Rosendale resident; Amber Spiegel, founder of 
SweetAmbs Cookie Decorating and author of Cookie 
Art: Sweet Designs for Special Occasions; and Bryan 
Graham, founder of Fruition Chocolate Works and 
Confectionery. Following is the full list of competition 
award-winners, whose entries will remain on display 
in various spots at Mohonk Mountain House through 
New Year’s Day:

Adult
1st: The SS Fezziwig by Brunk Built (Keven & Jessica 

Brunk)
2nd: Fairytale Christmas by the Black Family (Eliza-

beth, Anna, Sarah & Chris Black, Carter Austin & Simon 
Tebbe)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

3rd: Kringle’s Mill by Matthew Maley 
4th: Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe by Maryanne & 

George Muscolino
5th: Cuckoo for Christmas by Lori Pizzoli  

Junior
1st: Hogwarts at the Holidays by Sarah Ludemann 
2nd: Polar Plunge by Troop 60179 (Caitlin Becker, 

Maeve Cadabal & Brianna Jonietz)                             
3rd: Sky Top Memories by Maggie Caputo
4th: Grandma Got Run over by a Reindeer by Canter-

ing Cooks (Brooke Long, Lily & Gunnar Bednarz & Har-
riett Seubert)

5th: Cabin in the Woods by Nielson Girls (Norah Niel-
son) 

Employee 
1st: Summerhouse by Jennifer Yess 
2nd: The Battle on Hoth by B & H Baking (Petros & 

Timothy Bunch, Ciciley & Lucas Haslem) 
3rd: Alice in Winterland by the Artsy Fartsies (Ben 

Fishman, Alee Desiderio, Grady Kane-Horrigan & 
Kwan Man Cheng)

4th: Mont Saint Michel by Coleman Kane-Horrigan 

Viewers’ Choice
Fairytale Christmas by the Black Family (Elizabeth, 

Anna, Sarah & Chris Black, Carter Austin & Simon Teb-
be) ++

Sisters Hope Lachman and Jennifer Lavenhar check 
out a homage to Disney's Frozen -- Elsa's Castle, in 
aqua-colored sugar glass.

PHOTOS LAUREN THOMAS

Top laurels in the Adult category went to Keven & Jessica Brunk of East Fishkill for their elaborate Dickensian fantasy 
The SS Fezziwig.

Featuring the finest Organic, Kosher, 
Hormone & Additive Free meat in the area.

140 N. Chestnut, New Paltz  •  845.255.1025  •  OPEN DAILY 7am - 9pm

~ Come in and see our new ~
COFFEE SHOP with BAKED GOODS!

 Great Gift Ideas for EVERYONE on Your List

50% OFF
BEAUTIFUL 
HANDMADE

SCARVES, HATS 
& MITTENS

— from —

50% off other great Christmas 
gift items including Jewelry, 

candles and much more!
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GARDINER  | TOWN BOARD

by Frances Marion Platt

H
AVING A JOINT meeting once annually, in 
early December, of all municipal boards 
and committees has become a new tradi-
tion in the Town of Gardiner. What start-

ed out in 2012 as an opportunity for board members 
to vent their frustrations about poor communication 
among them has evolved into a much more stream-
lined vehicle, with each chair or deputy giving a re-
port on recent activity and a forum for questions at 
the end. The latest such joint meeting took place at 
Town Hall on Tuesday, December 3, with all parties 
except for the Environmental Conservation Com-
mission -- currently down to three members -- pres-
ent and accounted for.

A few newsworthy revelations were aired in the 
course of the evening, most notably the fact that 
town planner Jim Freiband -- a frequent lightning 
rod for the ire of citizens’ groups in recent disputes 
over large development proposals -- has decided to 
retire. Planning Board chair Paul Colucci said that he 
had already interviewed two candidates to replace 
Freiband in the key advisory role.

Terming 2019 “an interesting year,” Colucci noted 
that the Article 78 action against the town challeng-
ing the approval of the Heartwood resort project 
was still awaiting a ruling in state Supreme Court. 
He also characterized the Planning Board as running 
more smoothly of late with the addition of two new 
members, Rebecca Fullam and Ralph Varano. “The 

fl ow for our board, I believe, has turned a corner,” 
he said. “We have the ability to learn from each oth-
er, to communicate better.”

New initiatives on the Planning Board’s docket 
for 2020 include a policy that any development re-
ceiving site plan approval must be “well-funded” to 
avoid costs to the town from late-breaking, unan-
ticipated problems. “As of January 1, I’ll recommend 
that the escrow is kept open until the Certifi cate of 
Occupancy is issued,” he said. Colucci also is press-
ing applicants to avoid wasting the Planning Board’s 
time by coming before it month after month with in-
complete applications. “We want to give them a little 
prod: Be ready before you come back.”

The Town Board’s report consisted primarily of 
sharing a worksheet that deputy supervisor Laura 
Walls has been working on, breaking out the vari-
ous goals and recommendations of Gardiner’s Com-
prehensive Plan and noting the progress that has 
been made toward meeting them, as well as next 
steps needed. Zoning Board of Appeals chair David 
Gandin asked that the ZBA play a more active role 
in the process of updating the town’s zoning code. 
“To interpret the ambiguity in the code, the ZBA is 
supposed to examine the intent,” he pointed out. 
“If you’re at the table when it’s drafted, you’ll know 
more about that.”

Colucci also requested more involvement by the 
Planning Board in the Town Board’s current revamp 
of the parts of the code that regulate tourism-related 
accommodations, including the creation of a Camp-
ground Floating District category. He objected to 
what he saw as “the Town Board acting in the Plan-
ning Board’s role” by doing the initial review of such 
an application, and urged that the three-month 

extension of the moratorium on new campground 
proposals be put to use to allow the Planning Board 
more active input, with a special meeting to be 
convened in January. Walls agreed that the process 
“needs dialogue, not just written comment.” “It’s 
worth getting it right now, to avoid lawsuits,” said 
Gandin.

Jean McGrane, chair of the newly reconvened 
Open Space Commission, urged the Town Board to 
prioritize the creation of a natural resources inven-
tory, noting that it would be very helpful tool to the 
OSC and ECC in drafting conservation easements in 
the future.

Wrapping up the discussion period at the end of 
the joint meeting, town supervisor Marybeth Ma-
jestic noted, “There are many things we’re talking 
about tonight that should’ve been done 15 years 
ago.” ++

State to spend $6.1 million on 
Minnewaska center

Restoration work on a 4.5-mile stretch of the 
Smiley Carriageway in the Minnewaska State Park 
Preserve has actually been complete for several 
months, but an announcement last week of its offi  -
cial reopening gave governor Andrew Cuomo an op-
portunity to unveil a major new initiative: Construc-
tion is now underway for a new $6.1 million Visitors’ 
Center. Along with classroom and exhibit space, 
the 5,000-square-foot facility will house some basic 
amenities that have been missing from the site since 
the closure of the Minnewaska Mountain House: re-
stroom facilities with running water.

Both the trail upgrade and construction of the 
Visitors’ Center are public/private partnerships in 
which the Open Space Institute (OSI) is partnering 
with New York State. OSI has raised $2.5 million 
and is launching a public campaign to raise the fi nal 
$500,000 toward the project, matching the state’s 
contribution of $3.1 million from the governor’s NY 
Parks 2020 Initiative. The need for restrooms and 
public drinking water topped a survey of Minnewas-
ka visitor concerns conducted by OSI in 2014.

The new building is also intended to off er pro-
gramming to educate visitors on the park’s natural 
and recreational features. Minnewaska draws nearly 
half a million visitors annually and is widely regard-
ed as one of the most spectacular destinations in the 
state parks system.

All aboard
Gardiner Planning & Zoning Boards seek more active roles in updating Town Code

Davis
Plumbing & Heating
We do it right the first time!

“NO JOB TOO SMALL” 

LOW REASONABLE RATES 
~ FULLY INSURED ~ 

(845) 532-1865

Gastropub • Dining • Events

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz • (845) 255-7888
Open Tues. - Sun., Noon - 10 pm

Best Guinness in the USA

Eclectic American Cuisine with an Irish Twist!
– Featuring Chef Josh Paige –

FULL IRISH BREAKFAST SERVED 
EVERY SUNDAY! 12 NOON - 3 PM 

Our Gift Certificates 
make the perfect gift!

BOOK NOW FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE

IRISH MUSIC NIGHT
1st & 3rd Thursday of each month, 7:30pm

NAUGHTY OR NICE, HE’S HAPPY TO SEE EVERYONE!

Santa Claus is coming to town!
Santa arrives at Garvan’s on  

Sunday, December 15th at 3 pm

Church services

Friday 
December 13th & 

Saturday 
December 14th 

8pm

Come early to get your seat!

Admission $10.00 Adults  
$8.00 Students & Seniors

272 Wall St.
Kingston, NY

St. Joseph’s
         Church

34 S Chestnut St.,  New Paltz

Confessions
Monday, December 16- 4:00-8:00 P.M. 

in the church

CHRISTMAS 2019 
MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve Masses
Tuesday, December 24, 2019

5:00 P.M.- CHILDREN’S MASS
Accompanied by the Children’s Choir

8:00 P.M. Mass
Accompanied by the Folk Group

MIDNIGHT MASS
Accompanied by the Festival Chorale

Christmas Carols and Songs of the Season

Christmas Day
Masses at 9:30 A.M. and 11:30 A.M. 

Call for info (845) 255-5635
www.stjosephnewpaltz.org

www.facebook.com/stjosephnewpaltz
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Keep it local for the holidays!

   Largest collection of contemporary crafts 
                     in the Hudson Valley

 

       Four buildings featuring pottery, glass, 
    jewelry, wood, fiber, toys, baskets & more 
                     by over 500 artisans 

          Open: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm 
       Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
       OPEN EVERYDAY  Dec. 13 - Dec.23 
                   (closed Dec 24, 25, 26)  

        Re-open: Dec. 27 through Jan. 20 
      262 Spillway Rd., West Hurley, NY 12491 
      845-331-3859        www. craftspeople.us GARDINER • 2356 ROUTE 44/55 • 845-255-3866

NEW PALTZ • 10 CHURCH STREET • 845-255-3910

WWW.MEADOWSCENT.COM

DAILY DELIVERY TO NEW PALTZ, GARDINER & WALLKILL

THERESA COLUCCI, AIFD

Professional Florist

• Magnificent Holiday Floral Arrangements

• Gorgeous Poinsettias

• Irresistible Holiday Gifts

GIVE THE GIFT OF TRAVEL

43 N. Chestnut St., New Paltz  
(845) 255-7706

 www.newpaltztravel.com 15 NEW PALTZ PLAZA | 

The Healthy Choice for 
Your Holiday Table!

“Best Butcher” 
— Hudson Valley 

Magazine 

Happy
Holidays

It’s Not Too Late 
To Place Your Holiday Orders!

Has Everything You’ll Need To 
Make Your Holiday Parties Great!

To Guarantee Freshness, 
Please Order Early!

All Natural, No Hormones, or Antibiotics. 

Order your ORGANIC and GRASS-FED 
BEEF now for the Holidays.

OSTRICH, FRESH RABBIT & VENISON MEAT: 
Steaks, Grounds and Patties

BUFFALO MEAT: Steaks and Grounds
FRESH TURKEYS: Plainville and Bell & Evans Organic

MEATS: Standing Rib Roast • Roast Beef 
Pork Roasts • Crown Roast • Leg of Lamb 
Lamb Crown • Fresh Ham • Smoked Ham 

Italian Hot & Sweet Sausage
ALL NATURAL BIRDS: Pheasants • Ducks 

Geese • Guinea Hens • Capons, etc.

79 Main Street, New Paltz, N.Y.
255-2244 • Open 7 Days

Gift  
certificates 
available

Massage is a wonderful gift and 
the holiday season is the perfect 

time for a deeply relaxing and 
therapeutic Hot Stone Massage
Specializing in Medical Massage
and Hot CoreStones® Massage

Dale Montelione Grust, LMT Director
96 Plains Road • New Paltz, NY

845-255-2188
 PURCHASE GIFT CERTIFICATES OR 

SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS ONLINE AT:
www.massagenewpaltz.com

  Celebrate the art of giving at

Isabella’s
A whimsical gathering of all things beautiful, 

crafted locally and from around the world
7 North Front St, New Paltz • 845-255-5100

Open daily with extended Holiday hours •  isabellastreasures

SHOP
LOCAL

& 
WIN!!!

WIN a $50 Gift Certificate to:

Bare Furniture
Catskill Rose

Center for Therapeutic Massage
Chops

Crafts People
Crystal Connections

Early Terrible
Emerson

Gilded Carriage
Glo Spa

Handmade
Health & Nutrition Center
Historic Red Hook Diner

Isabella’s
Movita Dance

Mudd Club
The Nest Egg

October Country
Oriole 9

Paradise Emporium
    Pilates of New Paltz

PopCulture Collectibles
Postmark Books

The Pub
Rosendale WaxWorks Candles & Soaps

  Scarborough Fare
Story’s Nursery

Town & Country Liquors
Wallkill View Farm

The Wine Hutch
Woodstock Art Exchange

Woodstock Golf Club
Woodstock Healing Arts

And many more still joining the 
Shop Local Extravaganza!!!!!  

Send us a picture of you shopping 

local or a copy of your receipt.

Many winners each week between 
now and the end of the year. 

You can enter 
each week!!!

Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com

Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

Text: 845-332-0175

Include name and contact 
information!

Thank you for
shopping local!
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Kingston drops NYE revels for kids’ 
party

Kingston Mayor Steve Noble announced this week 
that the city would not hold its annual New Year’s Eve 
street party and midnight ball drop. Instead, the city 
will ring in 2020 at noon on December 31 with a family-
friendly party at a Midtown community center.

The event will take place on Tuesday, December 31 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Andy Murphy Neighbor-
hood Center on Broadway. Activities include a noon 
ball drop, a dance party, a free lunch sponsored by 

Family of Woodstock and games and activities. 
“I can’t think of a better way to ring in the next 

decade than with the children of our community,” 
wrote Noble in a press release announcing the event. 
“I encourage residents and visitors looking to enjoy 
a safe night out to patronize our many local venues 
and restaurants throughout the city who are hosting 
evening celebrations.”

Kingston’s Uptown ball drop began in 2013 as a 
volunteer eff ort by local merchants to boost business 
holiday business in the neighborhood. It grew into an 
annual event that drew thousands of revelers with live 
music, fi reworks and pop-up venues. According to co-
founder, restaurateur Maria Phillipis, the event was 
turned over to the city two years ago after organizers 
decided that they could no longer take on the cost of 

insurance, police overtime and sanitation.

DA winner may be known this week

A decision in the race for Ulster County District 
Attorney could come as early as Wednesday as elec-
tion commissioners await a judge’s ruling on dozens 
of contested ballots.

Election Night ended with Republican Mike Kava-
nagh holding a three-vote lead over Democratic rival 
Dave Clegg. A count of absentee and affi  davit ballots 
completed last month ended with Clegg holding a 
44-vote lead. A fi nal decision in the race will come 
after state Supreme Court Judge Richard McNally 
completes his review of some 289 ballots that were 
subjected to challenges by one of the parties. Demo-
cratic Ulster County elections commissioner Ashley 
Dittus said Tuesday, December 10 that there were 174 
ballots that had been challenged and subsequently 
ruled valid waiting to be counted. McNally is expect-
ed to rule on the remaining 41 challenged ballots in 
time for Wednesday’s count.

Dittus said election commissioners planned to con-
vene on Wednesday, December 11 at 9:30 a.m. to be-
gin counting the ballots ruled valid by McNally. Dittus 
added that McNally had instructed the commissioners 
to preserve the ballots that had been contested and ap-
proved in anticipation of potential appeals. 

COUNTY | NOTES

Keep it local for the holidays!

Give PILATES or MASSAGE  

Pilates  of New Paltz

Rowan Tree Massage 

Pilates of New Paltz

12 N. Chestnut Street, in the village of New Paltz • www.pilatesnewpaltz.com
R E F O R M E R T O W E R  •    C H A I R  •   M A T  •   T R X  •   B A R R E L S   •    T R A P E Z E T A B L E  •   M A G I C C I R C L E

PLEASE SHOP LOCAL
Thank you so much to everyone who 

contributed to the great success                  
of our 16th Annual Family of

New Paltz Turkey Trot Fundraiser!!
In Memory of Kathy Cartagena

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR INCREDIBLE VOLUNTEERS AND SPONSORS: 
FOUNDING SPONSORS: Kniffen Builders, New Paltz Health & Nutrition Center 

HEADLINE SPONSORS: First Care Medical Center, Garvan’s Gastropub

TITANIUM SPONSORS: Karl Family Farms, Woodstock Chimes & Tops Friendly Markets

PLATINUM SPONSORS: Seakill Custom Home Builders, Rock and Snow, Hampton Inn of New 
Paltz, Sunshine Orthodontics, Snug Harbor, Main Street Bistro, Boy Scout Troop #172, Catherine DiNardo, 
PH.D. Clinical Psychologist, Vaz-Co Reclaiming Services, New Paltz Community Foundation, Inc.

GOLD SPONSORS: Accent Financial Group, AF Warehouse, Antilogy Design, Copeland-
Hammerl Funeral Home, Dedrick’s Pharmacy, Devine Agency, Fox & Hound Wine & Spirits, Franz Auto 
Service, Handmade & More, Hans Auto Service, Huguenot Financial Planning, Ignite Fitness, James 
DePuy – NP Elks Lodge #2568, Jewish Congregation of New Paltz, Jim DeMaio State Farm Insurance, 
LuLaRoe – Jen Puleo, Most Precious Pottery, Mountain Brauhaus Restaurant, Mudd Puddle Coffee 
Roasters & Café, New Paltz Police, New Paltz Rescue Squad, NP Rock Yoga, P&G’s Restaurant, 
Pegasus Footwear, Peter Rubin – Farm Family Insurance, Plaza Diner, Rino’s Pizza, Riverside Bank, 
The Salend Family, ShopRite, Smitty’s Body Shop, Stevens Realty, Taliaferro Farms, Ulster Savings 
Bank, Wallkill View Farms, www.clevercleverrick.com

SILVER SPONSORS: Kossover Law Offices, Krause’s Chocolates, McGillicuddy’s, New Paltz 
Bagel Cafe

IN-KIND SPONSORS: CleverCleverRick.com for designing this year’sTurkeyTrot

T-shirt; Litts Portable Toilets, PDQ for providing us with this year’s Turkey Trot banners.
Thank you to Water Street Market for hosting us this year and every year, event MCs Carl Welden & Garvan 
McCloskey, Fuzzy Lollipops for their beautiful music, Suzanne Holt for leading the Mashed Potato Kids Run 
this year, Lowell Ladd, 2L Race Services for the chip timing, instant results & finish line photos, ALL of our 
wonderful volunteers, and to our terrific Turkey Trot Committee: Jen Puleo, Beth McLendon, Paul Brown, Fonda 
Rothblatt, Ivan Echenique, Icilma Lewis, Sherrill Silver and Salvador Altamirano-Segura.
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GOLD SPONSORS: Accent Financial Group, AF Warehouse, Antilogy Design, Copeland-
Hammerl Funeral Home, Dedrick’s Pharmacy, Devine Agency, Fox & Hound Wine & Spirits, Franz Auto
Service, Handmade & More, Hans Auto Service, Huguenot Financial Planning, Ignite Fitness, James
DePuy – NP Elks Lodge #2568, Jewish Congregation of New Paltz, Jim DeMaio State Farm Insurance,
LuLaRoe – Jen Puleo, Most Precious Pottery, Mountain Brauhaus Restaurant, Mudd Puddle Coffee 
Roasters & Café, New Paltz Police, New Paltz Rescue Squad, NP Rock Yoga, P&G’s Restaurant, 
Pegasus Footwear, Peter Rubin – Farm Family Insurance, Plaza Diner, Rino’s Pizza, Riverside Bank,
The Salend Family, ShopRite, Smitty’s Body Shop, Stevens Realty, Taliaferro Farms, Ulster Savings 
Bank, Wallkill View Farms, www.clevercleverrick.com

SILVER SPONSORS: Kossover Law Offices, Krause’s Chocolates, McGillicuddy’s, New Paltz 
Bagel Cafe

IN-KIND SPONSORS: CleverCleverRick.com for designing this year’sTurkeyTrot

T-shirt; Litts Portable Toilets, PDQ for providing us with this year’s Turkey Trot banners.
Thank you to Water Street Market for hosting us this year and every year, event MCs Carl Welden & Garvan 
McCloskey, Fuzzy Lollipops for their beautiful music, Suzanne Holt for leading the Mashed Potato Kids Run 
this year, Lowell Ladd, 2L Race Services for the chip timing, instant results & finish line photos, ALL of our 
wonderful volunteers, and to our terrific Turkey Trot Committee: Jen Puleo, Beth McLendon, Paul Brown, Fonda 
Rothblatt, Ivan Echenique, Icilma Lewis, Sherrill Silver and Salvador Altamirano-Segura.

Claudia’s Day Spa
Serving women in New Paltz

and the surrounding area

Holiday
Special

$20 off your 
next massage
(60 or 90 mins. when you 

purchase a gift certificate of a value 
of $50 or more by Dec. 24th)

www.newpaltzmassage.com
845-853-6904

Claudia Ross 
Licensed Massage Therapist

Nationally Certified AMTA Member

The Culinarians Home

71 Old Tschirky Road
New Paltz, NY 12561

For More Information or a Tour
Call 255-7010 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday-Friday

or visit us at www.CulinariansHome.com

PRIVATE ROOMS
$1,800 – $2,200 per month

Licensed and Inspected by the New York State
Department of Health

• 24 Hour Personal Care Services
• Medication Assistance
• Dietary Services
• Housekeeping Services
• Social & Recreational Services

Assisted Living
Not Just for Chefs

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!
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Keep it local for the holidays!

Largest Indie Comic Book Selection in the Area
We offer subscriber/pull list service

246 Main Street., Suite #15 • New Paltz, NY 12501 • 845.255.1115N
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Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

Sunday December 15, 2019 
3-5pm

at Lucky C Stables
(31 Yankee Folly Road New Paltz)

Event is held inside & is rain/snow/sleet or 
shine but please dress warm! We will have hot 
chocolate, holiday treats and holiday music! 
All Ages Welcome!
For more information visit us on Facebook, check out 
our website luckycstables.com or call 845-255-3220

Bring  
a new, 
unwrapped 
toy for a 
child in 
need & 
receive a 
free pony or 
horse ride!

Come Join Lucky C Stables at our 16th Annual 

PONIES & TOYS TOY DRIVE 
Benefitting Family Of New Paltz! B

Up to 20%+ discounts on
Gift Certificates through 12/24

Full or small increments, or treat yourself!
Hats, mugs, water bottles, tees and more!
11 Main St., New Paltz   255-1099

8-8 Mon-Sat    8-6 Sun
karmaroad.com              Like us on Facebook

A unique shopping  
experience of  eclectic  

gifts made by local and  
national artisans.

10 Main Street #307, New Paltz
845-256-0522 • maglynsdream.com

• Gift Baskets/Holiday Gift Sets

• Olive Oil, Aged Balsamic Vinegars

• Gourmet Foods and Fresh Vegetables

• Local Salami, Cheese, Jams & Maple Syrup

• Harney & Sons Tea and Accessories

• Sea Salts and Seasonings

15 North Front Street, New Paltz, NY  •  845-255-0061 

257 Main Street, Beacon, NY  •  845-831-7247

www.scarboroughfarenp.com

Olive Oil and Vinegar Tap Room

Unique gifts for everyone on your list

Visit our 
glassblowing 

studio & browse 
our gift gallery

Free  
refreshments 

weekends 
through 

December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6; 
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491

for more info: 914.806.3575

Toys & Tees
Comics & Collectibles

Vintage & New

Serious Toys for the Serious Collector
5 North Front St., New Paltz • 845.255.5100

Join us on Facebook & Instagram

Apples and Our Own Cider at the Farm Market!
December Hours: Mon - Fri 9 - 5, Sat & Sun 10 - 4

We’ve moved for the winter! 
Check out our winter store for all your 
favorite fresh apples, cider, ice cream, 

local honey & maple syrup 
(Just follow the signs!)

255-0693 • Rt. 208, New Paltz • www.dresselfarms.com

For the Holidays!

Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
Bakery: Our Delicious Cider Donuts 

and more! Order your Holiday 
Favorites today!

• Gourmet Specialty Foods •

    OPEN 7 DAYS 9 - 6:30
Rte. 299W, New Paltz • 255-8050

Christmas Trees
Poinsettias, Wreaths

plus a 

Holiday Showroom
filled with gifts, collectibles 

& everything you need to  
decorate your tree!

UNIQUE GIFTS TO DELIGHT EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST 
Specializing in Jewelry, Clothing, Toys and American Crafts.

6 N. Front Street, New Paltz  (845) 255-6277
www.handmadeandmore.com
Open 10-7 Daily, 10-6 Sunday 

Holiday Hours begin Fri., Dec. 13th
10-8 DAILY • 10-6 SUNDAYS
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WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

\2
WHY PRINT?

Serendipity A newspaper is a 
better way to come across an 
item you weren’t looking for. 
Print readers are constantly 
learning new things about their 
communities. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N

\3
WHY PRINT?

Many websites (not ours) track 
your browsing habits to sell 
advertising. Reading the paper 
and supporting our local adver-
tisers strikes a blow for privacy 
and local business. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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Schools
Ashlyn O’Hara
by Oliver ten Broeke

F
OR NEW PALTZ High School senior Ashlyn 
O’Hara, a strong sense of self, accompanied 
by understanding of the importance of men-
tal health, is paramount. O’Hara explains 

that self-expression is helpful to keep these things in 
order. “...I really love to dance, and I love art. Specif-
ically paint and markers. I’ve done dance since I was 
two, but I stopped about two years ago…” O’Hara is 
looking to get back into dance, likely in college.

Similarly, O’Hara’s predilection for creating art 
started at a young age. “...Ever since I was little, I’ve 
liked to draw. I think coming to New Paltz in sixth 
grade was when I realized that my artistic side could 
really fl ourish, as compared to Goshen and other 
schools I’ve attended… Being able to go to a school 
where there’s advanced art classes, and drawing and 
painting, really helped to expand my technique and 
show me the diff erent things I can be capable of.” 
O’Hara generally favors painting people.

Before coming to New Paltz, O’Hara began kin-
dergarten in Milford, Pennsylvania. “...When I was 
in third grade, they were developing a program for 
enrichment…” After some placement tests, O’Hara 
was selected for the enrichment course. O’Hara left 
in fourth grade and headed to Goshen.

“...I didn’t feel like it was an easy place to make a 
lot of friends. Everyone was very focused on athlet-
ics, which seemed like the ‘cool thing’”. O’Hara fi nal-
ly arrived in New Paltz at the beginning of the sixth 
grade. “...Coming to New Paltz, it suddenly felt far 
more competitive. I think I may have struggled with 
that, at fi rst, but I am also very grateful for that be-
cause it’s challenged me a lot. I’ve learned a lot from 
all of my peers, too. I love learning from people.”

O’Hara is fascinated by psychology and political 
science. A keen advocate for the usefulness of self-
education, her interest in psychology stems from 
personal challenges she faced during high school.

“I think my interest in psychology actually came 
from being depressed in my sophomore year… I had 
seen ASTOR [a non-profi t which provides children 
and adolescents with mental health services] sev-
eral times, and I had tried to go to therapy outside 
of school. It just wasn’t working for me… And so I 
did a lot of research on my own about the science 
of depression, and, through a lot of self-education, I 
was able to pull myself out of that… I would say that 
is by far the thing I am most proud of...” 

O’Hara fi gures that this experience has helped de-

Student events, profi les & sports

fi ne her future. “I think it sparked a life-long inter-
est in psychology and its relationship with sociology 
and behavior and with politics.”

O’Hara will take this enthusiasm with her to col-
lege. She has already applied to a handful of schools: 
Cornell, Amherst, Tufts, Binghamton, Drexel and 
some others. Her top choice is Cornell. “They [Cor-
nell] have an International Labor Relations school. 
It’s the perfect mix of poli-sci and pre-law, all the 
kinds of stuff  I want to do.”

While studying, O’Hara plans to use her time at 
college to her fullest advantage. “...I really want to 
use college as a way to sort of branch out, and try all 
the things that I thought I couldn’t try during high 
school, for fear of making myself less focused on 
school. I think I really realized in sophomore year 
that my life needs to be more than school, and that 
I’m a multifaceted person and I can do other stuff . 
My college plans are about self exploration.”

After college, O’Hara wishes to apply herself in a 
job that would help to maximize the potential effi  -
ciency in other fi elds of labor. “My dream job would 
be to look at the science of how people in various 

industries are functioning and to use psychology to 
improve that.”

Aside from school and college, O’Hara tends to 
keep her physical and mental health up to a good 
standard, in order to effi  ciently maximize her own 
potential. “Consistent self-refl ection is always a goal 
of mine. Physical and mental health are important 
and so is love for the self. I want to be the fullest, best 
version of myself, and I want to encourage others to 
do that as well.”

In high school, O’Hara involved herself in the 
Youth Activism club. Her greatest accomplishment, 
there, was her involvement in a project for the ben-
efi t of female students. “...We ran a women’s men-
strual product drive. We felt that, even though New 
York State implemented a law requiring that all bath-
rooms in public facilities would have to have wom-
en’s menstrual products, they were a very general 
and non-inclusive size. We thought it might be an 
interesting issue to tackle, and we got a lot of dona-
tions. We were able to set up boxes in girls’ locker 
rooms, bathrooms and the gender-neutral bath-
rooms. That was something I was really proud of.”

With a deep appreciation for her fellow people, 
O’Hara loves to learn about others. “One of my great-
est passions -- and I struggle to put a word to it -- 
is what I would describe as the science of people. 
I’m very interested in their individual stories, what 
makes them think and behave the way they do.”

Off ering some guidance to peers and readers, 
O’Hara reminds us to know when to count on oth-
ers and when to be independent. “Lean in on your 
friends and family as much as you can, but also make 
sure that you can lean in on yourself when that isn’t 
viable. Make sure you set up your future that’s for 
yourself and not anyone else.”

O’Hara would like to give a shout-out to New Paltz 
High School’s Mr. [ Joel]Neden. “I appreciate him 
taking an interest in me and always believing in me.” 
She adds, laughing, “I know he’s gonna read this, 
and he’s gonna love that.” ++

Ashlyn O’Hara

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities
Now Accepting 
Applications for 
Adult Day Care!

Owned & operated locally by the DePoala & McNaughton Families
845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
No Fees, No Deposits, No Worries

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 
in the Hudson Valley

Nestled on nine acres in a country setting at  
397 Wilbur Avenue, Kingston, NY

Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch
\4
WHY PRINT?

The record A newspaper can 
be archived and used by future 
generations to learn about 
our time. Web posts are often 
edited several times and rarely 
well archived. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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What a 
press can do
Rondout tops Highland boys

by Rich Corozine

I
T WAS 29-28 Highland at the half against Rond-
out at home out at Pancake Hollow, both teams 
at 0-1 on the season and through the fi rst half 
pretty evenly matched with rosters full of young 

untested varsity players. A peek into the future for 
both as it were.

The Huskies were decimated by graduation, losing 
nine players, including 6-10 center Cameron Ness 
(now starting for SUNY Plattsburgh alongside New 
Paltz grad Axel Rodriguez), starting guards Dylan 
Barry and John Scalo, starting forwards Tyler Ben-
jamin and Sean Benkert, along with top subs Kino 
Ogelle, John Panzella, Sam Verona and Jacob Rao... 
in other words: an entire roster...gone, leaving just 
three returnees from last season's 15-7 team that 
lost to Marlboro in the Section 9 Class B semifi nals: 
guards Dontay Baker and Nick Ferdico and forward 
Ethan Thompson. The rest of the team is up from 
last season's solid JV team. In other words, long-time 
coach Mike Milliman has his work cut out for him in 
rebuilding the Huskies.

So, last Friday's game in many ways was a very 
big check-them-out for both Highland and Rondout, 
who has been in a rebuilding phase for close to a de-
cade. And fi tting this assessment the game started 
slowly, marked by turnovers, missed open shots and 
ended in a 10-9 Rondout fi rst quarter.

The second quarter saw Thompson hit a jumper 
along the baseline and three-of-four free throws, 
with Rondout's Rasheen Smith countering with a 
three-pointer and a steal and breakaway layup. It 
was 15-14 Rondout. The Ganders then scored six 
straight points on back-to-back steals and breakaway 
baskets by Dylan Dubitsky and Smith, with Hayden 
Mutz adding a pair of free throws. It was suddenly 
21-14 Rondout halfway through the quarter and, with 
the Huskies looking out-of-sync, it looked like the 
Ganders might take control of the game. But noth-
ing cures a bad sequence of basketball like the three-
point shot. And Highland hit three of them. In a row. 
Back-to-back-to-back. First Baker hit from the top of 
the key, Thompson from the mid-arc, then Ferdico 
deep in the corner...and just like that Highland had 
turned a seven-point defi cit into a two-point lead at 
23-21. Thompson hit a pair of free throws to put the 
string at 11-0, before Marcus Ford answered with a 
three. Aden Wiser hit a long jumper for the Huskies, 
but Mutz answered with a drive through the lane. 
Thompson hit a pair of free throws and Mutz and 

Dubitsky hit one-of-two free throws apiece to end 
the half with Highland up a point.

Rondout began the second-half with a full-court 
zone press...and it changed the game; outscoring 
Highland 21-12 in the quarter as it disrupted the Hus-
kies still-in-the-early-stages of set-up off ense  (at this 
point in the season the new-look Huskies haven't 
developed an open-fl oor game, so even breaking 
the press took so long on each possession). Rond-
out, with Smith at the point, broke it open, going 
up 44-35 -- with Smith scoring eight in the Ganders' 
16-6 run (Highland got three's from Thompson and 
Ferdico). Baker, with a three, and a Zach Angelone 
free throw stemmed the Rondout tide and cut it to 
a fi ve-point game, but the momentum had shifted, 
as Rondout ended the quarter up 49-41 on a Smith 
corner-jumper jest before the buzzer.

The fi nal eight minutes was played fairly evenly, 
as Rondout kept it between a three-point (51-48) and 
ten-point (60-50) lead throughout, with Highland 
getting to seven on an Aden Wiser three-pointer with 
1:08 left in the game. But that was it, as Rondout won 
their fi rst game of the year 65-55.

Highland, fell to 0-2 (a season-opening 60-54 loss 
to Port Jervis in the Seward Tournament) and was 
led by Thompson's 17 points, Baker with 11 and Ferdi-
co with nine; with Baker's 19 leading Rondout, with 
Mutz with 15 and Aaron Coston with 13.

The Huskies host the Dukes of Marlboro on Friday, 
December 13 at 5:30 p.m. ++

New Paltz and Highland wrestling

It was a solid start to the season for both New 
Paltz and Highland, with the Huguenots topping 
Saugerties 51-36 and the Huskies rolling over Burke 
72-12.

For New Paltz, it was Cole Cuppett with a pin of 
Anthony Dernier in 1:56 at 106 pounds; Elliot Crocco 
defeated  Robert Drost 13-8 at 120; Justin Coiteux 
pinned Angel Lemus at 4:24 at 126; Ethan Palanca 
pinned Jacobus Hock in 1:29 at 145; Aidan Cuppett 
pinned Aiden Gruen in 0:29 at 152; Levi Wyns pinned 
Aiden North in 3:11 at 160; Jason Harding pinned 
Craig Ostrander in 1:10 at 170; Logan Michael won by 
injury default over Graham Knisell at 182; and Evan 
Jansen pinned Alfredo Martinez in 0:31 at 285.

For Highland, it was John Vett with a pin of Frank 
Pagano at 113; Tyler McCarthy pinned Nick Ianucci at 
120; Gavin Bahr pinned  Sean Miller at 138; Leonard 
Joyce pinned Juwan Kim at 160; Adin Maduro pinned 
Brendan Douthit at 170; Adam Albright pinned Mat-
thew Martinelli at 182; and Danny Odell-Fratz pinned 
Mark Rodriguez at 195. Peter Bender (106) Hunter 
Lass (126), Daiven Leath (132), Logan Zehr (145) Dan-

ay.

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

Highland's Ethan Thompson (front). 

(L-R) Highland's Zach Angelone (5), Ethan Thompson 
(15), Dontay Baker (11).

iel Rodriguez (152) all won by forfeit.
New Paltz, 1-0, hosts a Holiday Alumni Tourna-

ment this coming Saturday, December 14 from 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Participating schools are Highland, 
NFA, Warwick, Beacon, Columbia, Saratoga and 
Walt Whitman from Long Island.   

Highland, 1-0, hosts Rondout and Fallsburg this 
Thursday, December 12 from 5-7 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz boys swimming

The Huguenots fell to 0-2 with last week’s 102.5- 
77.5 loss to Washingtonville, with wins for Brady 
Saunders in the 200 freestyle in 1:57.70; Mike Mes-
sina in the 100 backstroke in 1:01.06; Finn Goldleaf 
in the 100 breaststroke in 1:09.28; and the 400 free-
style relay team of Alex Demis, Saunders, Messina 
and Logan Pece in 3:37.17.

New Paltz hosts Rhinebeck on Monday, December 
16 at SUNY New Paltz at 4 p.m.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz Nordic skiing

The boys and girls both swept aside Wallkill last 
week: the boys 34-14; the girls 34-9. For the boys, Di-
ego Schembri, Wells Willett, Zhou Corzine and Hawk 
Kosofsky fi nished 1-2-3-4; while Amelia St. John, Lake 
Willett, Eliza Shands, Lily Zambrowdski and Aracely 
Watson fi nished one-through-fi ve for the girls.

-- Rich Corozine

 

New Paltz and Highland basketball

The Highland girls fell to 0-3 on the season, losing 
to Onteora 50-38 and Rondout 47-45 last week. De-
hana Stevens led the Huskies against Onteora with 
ten points; while Icis Roman scored 12 against Rond-
out.

Highland hosts Marlboro this Friday, December 13 
at 7 p.m. 

The New Paltz boys dropped their season-opener 
to St. Anthony’s of Long Island 54-40 in the Upstate/
Downstate Tournament in Unionville on Saturday 
(stats were not available at press time). The Hugue-
nots, 0-1, are at Marlboro this Wednesday, December 
11 at 5:30 p.m. and then travel to the Johnson City 
Tournament this Friday and Saturday, December 13-
14; while the girls (0-0) host Marlboro on Wednes-
day, December 11 at 5:30 p.m. 

-- Rich Corozine
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 300 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

New grant award to improve fi re 
station design

We have been working on building a new primary 
fi re station at Henry W Dubois Drive and North Putt 
Corners Road to serve all of New Paltz. The project 
will be constructed with approximately $5 million 
in grant money from the Governor’s Offi  ce of Storm 
Recovery with the diff erence paid for by New Paltz 
taxpayers.

Steering this ship to make sure we build a state-
of-the-art and energy-effi  cient building has not been 
easy. We have had to be relentless and insist that the 
building be energy effi  ciency and emit little or no 
greenhouse gas emissions. Exactly what we will emit 
based on the building’s design is to be determined 
but we are feeling encouraged.

We want it all:
1) to make sure our all-volunteer Fire Department 

has the facility to accommodate how hard they work 
and train to keep us safe and

2) a building that is less expensive to operate and 
less carbon intensive while the climate crisis stares 
us in the face

NYSERDA is paying for 100% of the cost for a Pri-
mary Energy Consultant to review our fi re station’s 
plans and design to help us improve the building’s 
effi  ciency. Then there may also be additional cash 
incentives from NYSERDA to off set additional equip-
ment expenses that may be warranted.

Mayor Tim Rogers and Village Trustee
and Fire Department member William Murray

New Paltz

Let’s stop pretending

Full transparency demands we disclose that the 
two of us have a friendly argument about most of 
our letters to the editor. Concerning climate change, 
Dan believes it’s too little, too late; Ann believes 
that if you wax too morose, people will become de-
pressed and shut down. 

Jonathan Franzen, in his recent New Yorker article, 
“What If We Stopped Pretending?” had the subtitle, 
“The Climate Apocalypse is Coming: To prepare 
for it, we need to admit that we can’t prevent it.” 
(Clearly, Jonathan lacks a partner who tempers his 
statements.)

His theory is that despite the 30 years we’ve had 
to reign in climate change, we are arguably worse off  
today than 30 years ago. His statement is irrefutable, 
but his conclusion, we believe, is fl awed. 

He and others of late have alluded to “the point of 
no return.” We see the climate struggle as a continu-
um, not a series of points: We believe that by fl ying, 
buying and driving less, and eliminating our fossil 

fuel consumption, we will at least slow the inevitable 
climate catastrophe.

We can choose to sit back and enjoy our exces-
sive lifestyle, watch the fi res burn and the sea level 
rise, and climate refugees die, or we can cut back as 
we never thought we would, and give our grandkids 
some chance of survival. But let’s stop pretending.

Dan and Ann Guenther
New Paltz

Electric vehicles

I think that trying to convert transportation from 
gas-fueled motor vehicles to electric vehicles is fool-
ish. We would have to construct an entirely new infra-
structure for charging those electric vehicles. 

What we need to do is convert from solely gas-
fueled motor vehicles to hybrid vehicles, which use 
electricity when possible and gasoline when neces-
sary. The miles per gallon are signifi cantly higher 
than gasoline-only vehicles and charging electric 
motors is not necessary. But when electric charging 
stations are available, drivers will use them. This will 
lead to more and more charging stations for electric 
and hybrid vehicles. Eventually there will be enough 
charging stations so that people can convert to all 
electric vehicles.

I drive a Prius plug-in. When I am stuck in traffi  c 
on Main Street, my gas-fueled motor turns off . When 
I am doing 70 miles per hour on the Thruway down-
hill, the gas-fueled engine turns off . When I am going 
slowly sometimes, the gas-fueled engine turns off . So 
hybrid cars bring us part way to zero emission vehi-
cles.

If we want to signifi cantly decrease emission of 
greenhouse gases, let us eliminate factory farms. 
Smaller, family farms can pull carbon dioxide out of 
the air and sequester it in the soil. This can be done 
quite quickly and will not only decrease the level of 
greenhouse gases in the air but also decrease the pol-
lutants that factory farms release into the air which 
make humans sick.

Andi Weiss Bartczak
Gardiner

Knowing the back story

In a recent New Paltz Times, there was another ar-
ticle about yet another action against Hector Rodri-
guez. What has not been fully discussed is the back-
story behind all this drama.

The fi rst complaint was submitted to the legislature 
last winter. They investigated and found that although 
Hector’s behavior was unprofessional and unaccept-
able, it was not criminal. Hector admitted to the im-
proper behavior, apologized to the women aff ected 

and agreed to leave the legislature when his term 
was up. The legislature accepted this as suffi  cient. 
So, why did all of this other stuff  happen?

KT Tobin wanted more to happen, and she sent 
e-mails to members of the legislature and to the 
county executive. The previous administration had 
declined to involve itself in this because Hector is 
not a county employee. He is an elected legislator 
and handling the matter was up to the legislature. 
KT works closely with Assistant Deputy Executive 
Dan Torres, and Executive Ryan had the county hu-
man resources department retain a law fi rm to fur-
ther ‘investigate’ the allegations regarding Hector. 
Ryan used $26,000 of our tax money to do a favor 
for a political friend.

By her own admission, KT knew about this prob-
lem behavior years ago. She is a professional who 
did her dissertation on the impact of gender in lo-
cal government. She knows what should have been 
done to address the problem, but she did nothing. 

 Ulster County Legislator Hector Rodriguez was 
her political friend and ally. He was useful to her, 
and addressing his problem behavior might have 
impaired his usefulness. Apparently, heedless of 
the harm that might come to other women, she pro-
tected Hector with her silence, perpetuating the situa-
tion until the problem inevitably became public. Then 
she publicly turned on Hector with a vengeance, and 
we’ve seen the results in the news all year.

 Looking at this issue as it played out over the 
year, one might be inclined to view this as an exer-
cise in feminist activism, but, knowing the history 
behind this, I see a cynical manipulator who uses 
people shamelessly and will destroy them when 
they are no longer useful. I see some sordid politi-
cal intrigues masquerading as feminism.

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Another bipartisan victory

On November 21, at the height of the Democrats’ 
impeachment inquiry of Donald Trump, the Dem-
ocratic wing of the Republican Uniparty helped 
Trump notch another bipartisan victory. After ap-
proving all of president Trump’s fi rst round of cabi-
net nominees, his annual spending and defense 
budgets and his torture-gilded nominee for CIA 
director, after passing his $trillion tax cut for the 
rich while defending every one of Trump’s coup 
attempts on democratically elected governments, 
the Democrats voted to extend the Patriot Act. De-
spite a Progressive caucus attempt to defeat the bill, 
Democrats joined Republicans in granting Donald 
Trump and the intelligence agencies unlimited 
powers under the Patriot Act to surveil without a 
warrant every U.S. citizen. 

During this nearly three-year run of collegial 
goodwill between Republicans and Democrats, the 
Uniparty remains ever vigilant against dissent from 
minority Progressives, as heavyweights Barack 
Obama and Hillary Clinton have recently stepped 
out of retirement to defend the Uniparty from 
threats on the Left. 

Sacrifi cing vital time writing his $60 million 
memoir and from giving $400,000 Wall Street 
speeches, the Nobel peace-prize winning president 
who expanded U.S. regime-change wars to seven 
countries, freed Wall Street free markets with $700 
billion, and whose record-setting ICE deportations 
have yet to be eclipsed by his Uniparty successor, 
Donald Trump, Obama took aim at the candidate 
with the audacity to threaten the Uniparty’s con-
trol. Flaunting a populist platform of universal 
healthcare, free college education for all, student 
debt forgiveness, criminal justice reform, climate 
change mitigation and a Green New Deal, Bernie 
Sanders’ surge in recent polls stirred Obama to say 
he would intervene in the primaries to stop Sanders 
and “the activist wing of the party.” 

Hillary Clinton, who, as Obama’s Secretary of 
State, convinced the president to dismember 
Libya’s Maummar Gaddafi , then funneled Libyan 
weapons via the CIA to our freedom-fi ghters in 
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It’s the economy

A tangled tale

Syria, Al Queda and ISIS, challenged the one can-
didate questioning such visionary foreign policy. In 
October, Clinton assailed four-term Hawaii congress-
woman, House committee member on Armed Ser-
vices, Foreign Aff airs, and Homeland Security and 
active-duty National Guard major, Tulsi Gabbard, as 
a “Russian asset.” Gabbard had the Kremlin-inspired 
nerve to call for constitutionally required congres-
sonal approval of the Uniparty’s regime-change war 
strategy, introduced legislation to stop the Unipar-
ty’s military aid to allies like Al Queda and ISIS, and 
has even suggested using the $7 trillion the Uniparty 
has spent on defense contracts, arms sales and re-
gime-change wars since 9/11 instead on education, 
election reform, healthcare and infrastructure proj-
ects back in the U.S. 

Fear not. Though Sanders, Gabbard and Progres-
sives pushed through election reforms after con-
fi rmed rigging of the 2016 Democratic primaries 
favoring Hillary Clinton, should no Democrat win a 
clear majority on the fi rst ballot of the 2020 prima-
ries, Superdelegates can once again ignore the elec-
torate and endorse on the second ballot a Uniparty 
approved Democratic candidate for president.

Christopher Spatz
Rosendale

Thank you for your slavery

“Thank you for your service” -- a phrase used by 
mostly civilians, serves to relieve guilt felt by the giv-
er more than honoring the receiver. Another phrase 
vets hear or read is, “I support the troops but not 
the war.” As a vet myself, I wonder how someone 
can say this. 

I go onto a battlefi eld and kill to protect you and 
when I come home, you tell me you did not support 
my killing, but supported me. This level of cultural 
confusion has separated our government into bi-
partisan groups. War historically has been used to 
unite our country by creating one objective for all, 
winning. In today’s world, when our troops return 
from war, they bring with them seeds of moral injury 
which get planted in our streets and in our homes. 

I fear the recent misuse of our military by our 
politicians when sending troops into what the public 
deems as unjust wars, has caused a cancer among 
the ranks of active and veteran soldiers. This may 
account for our military’s incentive to continue to 
automate how we kill. Does pushing a button ten 
thousand miles away seen more morally acceptable 
than pulling a trigger on the battlefi eld? Or if no one 
sees the killing except the dead, is it less immoral? 

I don’t believe this to be true. How we kill changes 
nothing about if it’s moral or immoral. The distance 
from which we kill has no eff ect on changing the 
amount of Post Traumatic Stress in our soldiers or 
in our country. 

The aftermath of recent unjust wars is seen in our 
veteran suicides, homelessness, unemployment and 
incarceration. All these are indicators of a lack of 
morality in those politicians and high-ranking mili-
tary who support these unjust wars while the gener-
al public remains quiet. Our fear of terrorism is per-
petuated by politicians whose campaigns are funded 
by those making and selling the materiel for wars. 

As a veteran of the unjust Vietnam War, when I 
hear these phrases I mentioned above, I translate 
them into “Thank you for your slavery.” I, and most 
soldiers enlist because of patriotism, personal debt, 
need for identity and in my case, the desire to quick-
ly leave boyhood into what I thought was manhood. 
After joining the Marines and going to Vietnam, I 
realized what the war was truly about, and when I 
went to the door to leave, it was held closed by threat 
of severe punishments, court marshal or death. I un-
derstood then we were at war because our country’s 
economy needed cash, bucks, moola, so politicians 
steamrolled over the morality they were mouthing. 

“Laws are like sausages,” Otto von Bismarck is said 
to have remarked. “It is better not to see them be-
ing made.” Even among sausage factories, New York 
State’s legislature is notoriously dysfunctional.

— Tales from the Sausage Factory, by Daniel Feld-
man and Gerald Benjamin, 2010

On November 25, New York governor Andrew 
Cuomo vetoed a bill that would have authorized the 
Town of Chester in Orange County to establish, after 
public town referendum, a community preserva-
tion fund. The fund’s purpose was to protect unique 
town resources and further conservation and devel-
opment eff orts vital to future economic success and 
quality of life. The broadly written Community Pres-
ervation Act would allow Chester to tax the trans-
fer of real property “to assure the enjoyment and 
survivability [of community assets] for current and 
future generations.” 

The governor’s veto of the local Community Pres-
ervation Act was based on his fi nding that the bill’s 
true purpose was to block housing developments for 
Hasidic families. 

He cited the litigation involving a project called 
The Greens at Chester which seeks to build 432 large 
houses on 117 acres.

Last Friday, The New York Times story ran under 
the headline, “A Town in Hot Water As State Accuses 
It Of Blocking Jews.” Also last week, state attorney 
general Letitia James joined a lawsuit accusing Ches-
ter of violating fair-housing laws in discriminating 
against the Hasidic community.  

In a YouTube posting, a previous town supervi-
sor had talked about the town doing what it could 
“to alleviate 432 Hasidic houses” in the town. But 
ex-supervisor Alexander Jamieson denied intent of 
housing discrimination. “We are not full of bigots, 
we are not anti-Semites,” he said to Times reporter 
Sharon Otterman. “This is just about the size of the 
houses. The other stuff  is just smoke and mirrors. It’s 
just a distraction.”

A Hasidic newspaper quoted Jamieson as telling 
a reporter the purpose of the property transfer tax 
was “to keep the Hasidic out.” Though the proposal 
may have appeared innocuous, the paper said, “it 
was in fact designed to fund purchase of local land in 
order to keep development rights away from private 
parties, in particular Orthodox Jews.”

GOP assemblymember Colin Schmidt of New 
Windsor said he was “greatly discouraged and an-

gered” by the Cuomo veto. He would not yield or 
relent in his eff orts to advocate for preservation, he 
said.

As often, Democratic state senator James Skoufi s 
straddled a middle ground. Though he was disap-
pointed by the governor’s veto, he said it was “in-
cumbent upon everyone involved to regroup and 
fi nd an alternative way forward so that open space 
and farmland can be protected in Chester.”   

Hudson Valley politics is not absent from this dis-
course. Though the bipartisan, home-rule, opt-in leg-
islation was pioneered under GOP governor George 
Pataki in 2007, it has since developed an intensely 
partisan fl avor. Democrats are by and large support-
ers of community preservation legislation, and Re-
publicans fi nd it just another dose of governmental 
regulation. The gap between the two sides appears 
to grow as each defends its own worthy perspective 
and decries the mischievous mischaracterizations of 
the other.

The amount of the new tax is set by the local ju-
risdiction, which must hold a referendum to ratify 
it. The Town of Red Hook in Dutchess County, for 
instance, collects three-quarters of one percent on 
the amount above $100,000 and uses the proceeds 
for farmland protection. 

Proponents call the tax addition “modest.” Un-
surprisingly, most local real-estate people start out 
adamantly opposed to a new tax that impacts only 
its industry.

Eleven days aft er his Chester veto, governor 
Cuomo announced that he had signed a bill, spon-
sored by local state senator Jen Metzger (S 6235) and 
assemblyperson Kevin Cahill (A 0129), giving every 
town and village in Ulster County the exact same au-
thority which Chester had requested.  

Earlier in the year, various community preserva-
tion and development groups supporting the legisla-
tion had seen little diff erence between the Chester 
request and the Ulster County request. On Septem-
ber 20, for instance, the Preservation League of New 
York State wrote the governor a single letter asking 
him to sign both into law.

The Ulster County legislature’s Economic Devel-
opment Committee did recently pass a measure 
memorializing community preservation legislation, 
but the resolution was withdrawn prior to a vote of 
the full legislature. One of the sponsors, Democratic 
legislator Jim Delaune, said he wasn’t sure whether 
it had the votes to pass.

County action is now unnecessary. With the gov-

ernor’s signature, the law the governor did sign for 
Ulster County does the job. It’s up to the towns and 
villages to take the next step, if they wish to.

Not many localities have decided to take the 
plunge. The original permissive 2007 state legisla-
tion in which Ulster County is now included has not 
attracted a large number of governmental partici-
pants. 

Of town-level Ulster County political leaders, New 
Paltz town supervisor Neil Bettez may be the most 
immediately enthusiastic about the Community 
Preservation Act’s potential. "This legislation gives 
local municipalities the ability to protect things like 
farmland, open space and historic buildings, all of 
which preserve these communities’ unique charac-
ter,” he was quoted as saying after the governor’s 
signing. Look for New Paltz to take the fi rst steps to 
adopting the Community Preservation Act.

Assemblymember Cahill said the new legislation 
had been a long time coming. His congratulatory 
statement noted that the funds could be used to sup-
port aff ordable housing if that was a community pri-
ority. 

"The enactment of the Community Preservation 
Act into law for Ulster County is an important step 
forward in helping our local governments preserve 
open space, develop the tools needed to make hous-
ing more aff ordable and to responsibly plan for a 
sustainable future,” he wrote. “This is yet another 
example of the partnership between senator Jen 
Metzger, governor Cuomo and our offi  ce, which 
moved the needle a positive direction after it has 
been stuck for so long.”

Those who feel that the character of Ulster County 
is uniquely in need of protection are enthusiastic. 
“Ulster County is fortunate to possess remarkable 
natural, agricultural, and historic resources that de-
fi ne the identity of communities and are an asset to 
our economy,” said Andy Bicking of Scenic Hudson. 
“The Community Preservation Act enables local 
government to take proactive steps to keep these re-
sources intact and protect them for the benefi ts they 
provide.”

This particular sausage factory at least fi nally pro-
duced a product, despite the robust evidence of po-
litical dysfunction in the process.

Tales from the Sausage Factory co-author Gerald 
Benjamin provided guidance and inspiration for 
a 2011 position paper on mid-Hudson agriculture 
which advocated for a law providing municipal fund-
ing streams to protect agricultural land. “A general 
law extending the right to create such funds and/or 
to implement them at a county or regional level,” re-
searchers Brian Obach and KT Tobin wrote, “would 
greatly enhance the ability of municipalities to pro-
tect and preserve local agriculture and other open 
space.”

Ulster County municipalities now have the right to 
adopt that law.   

-- Geddy Sveikauskas



 New Paltz Times 16 •  December 12, 2019

Because wars stabilize and stimulate our economy, 
we are in Afghanistan and Iraq. The United States 
sells more weapons and war planes than any other 
country in the world. Capital, which once was equat-
ed with freedom, is now the driving force of our own 
self destruction, including our world’s environment; 
which is also suff ering from its own form of Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

Let me end with this -- as a vet, it would be refresh-
ing to hear someone say, “Oh, you’re a veteran. How 
would you like to come and sit at my family’s dinner 
table and tell us about the war we sent you to? I’d 
love my kids to hear fi rsthand what war is like. You 
are welcome in my home.” 

Larry Winters
New Paltz

Learn more about
New Paltz Climate Smart

I participated in the most recent Students and 
Community Climate Strike in New Paltz on Friday 
December 6. Our young people speak with passion, 
dedication and truth, but did you notice that the 
event is called the Students and Community Climate 
Strike? I emphasize community because these young 
people are speaking out, but they cannot and should 
not have to act alone. It takes all of us working to-
gether as a community!

As a municipality, New Paltz is taking the lead to 
be climate smart. We took the pledge in 2010, and 
early next year we anticipate we will be certifi ed at 
the Bronze level as a Climate Smart Community -- 
hopefully both the town and the village. However, 
it takes all of us as individuals to make a community 
climate smart. This is not something just a few mu-
nicipal leaders and activists can do -- this is some-
thing we all need to be actively thinking about every 
day. We have a Climate Smart Task Force that meets 
monthly, but it is each of us in our action groups that 
get the real work done. We do not call them sub-
committees because the intent is not to sit around 
in meetings and talk about how bad things are, but 
rather to act, lead, educate, innovate and inspire. 
These eight action groups are

• 6 Rs -- refuse, reduce, reuse, repair, repurpose, 
recycle

• Green business
• Green spaces
• Green transportation 
• Publicity, social media, press releases 
• Youth
• Alternative energy 
• Lifestyle 

Please contact me directly or go to the town or vil-
lage website to learn more about New Paltz Climate 
Smart and how you can become involved. We are in 
the middle of a mass extinction event losing species 
at over 1,000 times the background rate. Every one 
of us needs to act not just as if our lives depended on 
it, because they do, but because the lives of our chil-
dren and children’s children and millions of species 
on the edge of extinction depend on it! 

Janelle Peotter
New Paltz Climate Smart Coordinator

Not a dictator

Sorry for not writing in earlier, but my work has 
been keeping me very busy. With unemployment 
being at all time lows for all, average middle class in-
come growing after a decade of stagnation and high 
consumer confi dence, the economy is booming and 
I have less time to try to enlighten those haters of the 
President.

I would also like to thank Mr. Reiss for agreeing 
with me that Mr. Trump is not racist. I would like to 
also point out that our President is not trying to be 
a dictator or fascist. In contrast, there are those in 

this country who do promote policies that duplicate 
policies of past totalitarian regimes.

Vladimir Lenin said: “Socialized medicine is a key-
stone to the establishment of a socialist state.”

In 1933, the new Chancellor of Germany began 
implementing universal healthcare. Soon all of Ger-
many was on state-run health care. This was also the 
height of the Depression and soon the cost of caring 
for the elderly and the infi rm became overwhelm-
ing. Euthanasia was practiced to “kill incurables to 
end pain” …… oh, and also to cut expenses. This 
was applied to the mentally and chronically ill, the 
handicapped and the disabled elderly. Then it was 
extended to criminals, bums and the homeless. By 
the beginning of WWII, over 250,000 Germans had 
been gassed or drugged to death in the name of hu-
manity. They chose quality of life over the sanctity of 
life. A society that accepts euthanasia is only a step 
or two away from Auschwitz. 

Conservatives do not want government-run 
healthcare and believe that only God should decide 
when we die. Who does want “free healthcare” and 
supports euthanasia?

Eugenicist Margaret Sanger was the founder of 
Planned Parenthood. The organization initially pro-
moted birth control in urban areas to control the 
growth and population of “human weeds.” Marga-
ret attended a KKK rally in New Jersey. She edited 
The Birth Control Review magazine that published 
articles about race, intermarriage and passing along 
defective genes by “untermensch.” These were writ-
ten by authors worldwide including Third Reich ad-
visors.

As morals decayed through the 60’s and abortion 
became more acceptable after Roe v. Wade, Planned 
Parenthood ramped up providing abortion services. 
Today Planned Parenthood performs more than half 
of the 300,000 abortions performed in the US each 
year. More black babies are aborted in New York City 
than are born alive. Margaret would be happy.

Conservatives do not support abortion on de-
mand. Who does support abortion?

Revisiting the Third Reich, there was a fi re at the 
Reichstag in 1933. Hitler declared a national emer-
gency and used that to purge the military leader-
ship and have political opponents shot. Under this 
emergency he had basic human rights suspended. 
This included the God-given right to defend oneself. 
Personal ownership of fi rearms was eliminated and 
harsh penalties imposed for those civilians who did 
not turn in their fi rearms. Confi scation of weapons 
followed. Those who were supporters of the Third 
Reich were given special weapons permits.

Heinrich Himmler said: “Ordinary citizens don’t 
need guns, as their having guns doesn’t serve the 
State.”

A disarmed civilian population was necessary for 
state control. Vladimir Lenin was quoted, “One man 
with a gun can control 100 without one.”

Conservatives support the Second Amendment. 
Who supports disarming American citizens?

I’m over 500 words so you’ll have to wait to see 
more about school choice and freedom of speech.

I hope all had a great Thanksgiving Day (oops, sor-
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JANET CAROL HORTON
November 8, 1963 - November 19, 2019

Janet Horton (Ostmark), the most caring mother, wife, daughter, Nana, sister, 
aunt, and niece of Apex, N.C. died November 19, 2019 at the age of 56.  

Janet is survived by her parents, Jack and Carol Ostmark of New Paltz, N.Y; 
husband, Dave; three children, Sarah Chamblin and her husband Josh of 
Tallahassee, FL;  Shannon Horton and Tyler Horton of Raleigh, N.C; sister, Nancy 
Nelson of Modena, N.Y. ; nieces Katie Nelson Bastien of Walden, N.Y.  and Kristen 
Nelson of Modena, N.Y.  and her pride and joy grandson, Decker James Chamblin.

Janet was born November 8, 1963 in Queens, N.Y.  She grew up in New Paltz, N.Y. 
and graduated from SUNY New Paltz with a Bachelor of Arts in Education.  She 
moved to N.C. as a nanny shortly after graduating and soon met her husband,  
Dave.  The two were wed June 27, 1992.  July 30, 1993, April 2, 1995 and January 
21, 1997 were the greatest days of their lives when Sarah, Shannon, and Tyler  
were born respectively.

Janet became a stay-at-home mom in 1995 and was fortunate to work from home for many years.  She enjoyed  
exploring the mountains, volunteering with local animal rescues, blueberry and strawberry picking in the warm 
weather, visiting her hometown, nannying, Christmas, and tending to her “Lolas” (chickens).  She was optimistic in 
her prognosis and treatments, even as her disease progressed.  In her last months, she talked to God often and loved 
to report their reassuring conversations to anyone that would listen.  We miss her dearly and look forward to seeing 
her again.

A memorial service and reception was held in Apex, N.C.  An additional service will take place in New Paltz, N.Y. at a 
later date. In lieu of flowers, please send donations to your local animal rescue.
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ry if I triggered anyone). God bless.
Tom McGee

Gardiner

Love is blind

I always knew love is blind, but now that my part-
ner and I are in our seventies, it seems to be getting 
deaf, too.

Tom Cherwin
Saugerties

Fact vs. opinion, #47

FACT: This letter is in response to a letter in the No-
vember 28th issue of the New Paltz Times by Ted Re-
iss in rebuttal to Paul Nathe’s previous letter where 
Mr. Nathe proclaimed the merits of Donald Trump.

OPINION: I fi nd Mr. Reiss’s article right on target. 
I have submitted 47 letters regarding ‘Der Fuhrer’ 
in the Oval Offi  ce for the past three years, fi nding 
nothing good about this individual and alerting the 
readers to the hell that’s waiting for all seniors if he 
is re-elected in November of 2020, with both cham-
bers of Congress controlled by the Republicans. In 
fact, It was the fi rst article where I compared Trump 
and Hitler as quite similar in their personal approach 
addressing the populace: emotional gestures, bom-
bastic speech, appealing to the emotional and base 
prejudices of the people.

America is a nation of immigrants from the Dec-
laration of Independence to the present (before the 
Revolution they were called colonials, after they 
were called immigrants). There has always been 
drips and drabs coming into the country, but the Na-
poleonic Revolution in Europe in 1805 unlocked the 
doors for mass migrations out of the country as the 
European feudal system of the previous 1200 years 
came unraveled. This allowed the great German Mi-
grations of the 1830s and 40’s as hundreds of thou-
sands of Germans came into the country at an open 
wharf in the city (this was before Castle Garden and 
Ellis Island). These migrations were followed by the 
Irish Migrations of the late 1850s where vast num-
bers of Irish people came into the country. From the 
late 1850s until WWI, there was not the large infl ux 
as the previous two migrations. But WWI was the 
impetus for the granddaddy of all migrations; with 
the ending of WWI, hundreds of thousands of ref-
ugees from Eastern Europe came into the country 
and from that point on until approximately the last 
50 years, the infl ux was steady, not outlandish as it 
was previously. But that changed and is changing as 
witnessed by the large migrations of Latinos from 
Mexico and South America into the country.

‘Der Fuhrer,’ though, has responded to this infl ux 
of undesirables, rapists, murderers, criminals, (his 
words) by building a wall along the southern portion 
of the country and establishing concentration camps 
for the housing of the ones slipping into the country, 
with camps set aside for the segregation of the chil-
dren from their parents! (This is how Hitler started 
with the fi rst two camps for undesirables: Dachau 
and Sachsenhausen -- I will not elaborate as to the 
progression from these two camps.)

 It is all ‘racism’. From the beginning of this coun-
try until the present, there have been groups and or-
ganizations: ‘America First Movement’, ‘The Know 
Nothing Party’, ‘American Protective League’; and 
today with its inception in 1865, the KKK (Ku Klux 
Klan) with its 60 separate Klans throughout the Sun 
Belt (southern part of the USA, Florida to Southern 
California). This is where ‘Der Fuhrer’ goes for his 
base support, which has a history of deep-seeded 
racism stemming back to the slavery aspect of Amer-
ican history; ‘foreigners’ coming into the country 
from the ‘back side’ of the Rio Grande River are met 
with a long history of racism and intolerance from 
‘people who are (WASP) white, Anglo Saxon, Prot-
estant’.

Der Fuhrer plays right into this hatred; from his 
comments about shit-hole countries, to Obama was 
not an American; also doing away with Obama’s sig-
nature legislation: the Aff ordable Health Care Act, 
people of color, go back to your own country, to his 
tacit support of ‘white supremacy’ with his ‘Make 
America Great Again’. Read the last paragraph of 
Ted Reiss’s letter. I could not have stated it any clear-
er and more succinctly to the point myself.

Robert LaPolt
New Paltz   

Vita M. Halvorsen
Vita M. Halvorsen, 93, of New Paltz, passed away on Wednesday, December 
4, 2019 at New Paltz Center for Rehab & Nursing of New Paltz, New York. 
Born January 15, 1926 in Queens, New York, she was the daughter of the late 
Joseph and Isabel (Vinciguerra) Aquino. 
On January 16, 1949, Vita married Erling Halvorsen at St. Rita’s Church 
in Queens, New York. They enjoyed more than 60 years together before he 
passed away on September 6, 2009. 
Vita worked for many years as a Credit Investigator for Manufacturers Ha-
nover, in Hicksville, New York until her retirement in 1986. 
Vita loved her family, and had many fond memories of her children growing 
up, and spending time at her parent’s bungalow in Rocky Point, along with 
all of her aunts and cousins. Vita belonged to many social clubs while rais-
ing her family on Long Island. She was also involved in all of her children’s 
activities while they were young. In later years, she enjoyed attending her 
grandchildren’s activities. Vita also loved music, dancing and painting as well. She had a zest for life and was 
known for always having a smile on her face. When Vita moved to New Paltz, she joined the New Paltz-Gar-
diner Seniors Club, meeting new friends and taking part in their monthly events.
In addition to her parents and husband, she was predeceased by her son, Paul Halvorsen.
Survivors include her children, Mark Halvorsen and his wife Kelly of Odessa, Florida, David and his wife, Pa-
tricia of New Hyde Park, NY, and Donna Mannix and her husband, Edward of New Paltz; her grandchildren, 
Michelle, Lisa, Kevin, Justin, and Denise; and her great grandchildren, Jake, Mia, and Alana.
Calling hours were held on Sunday, December 8, 2019, from 1-4 p.m. at Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home, 
162 S. Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY.
On Tuesday, December 10, 2019, at 10:15 a.m., a Funeral Mass was held at Notre Dame Church, 44 Mayfair 
Road, New Hyde Park, New York 11040.
The Rite of Committal followed at the Cemetery of the Holy Rood, 111 Old Country Road, Westbury, New York. 
Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist Vita’s family with the arrangements.

Thomas Eugene Nyquist 
Thomas Eugene Nyquist was born June 20, 1931 at home on a 
wheat farm and cattle ranch homesteaded by his parents, north-
east of Froid, Montana. He lived through the Depression and 
the Dust Bowl, rode a horse to the one-room Hammond country 
grade school, and graduated valedictorian of a class of seven in 
town.

He had big dreams, and headed to college planning to major in 
journalism. But after serving in the army on Okinawa during the 
Korean Conflict, and traveling to Japan and Taiwan, he returned 
to study political science at Macalester College in Minnesota. 
There he met his bride and subsequent wife of nearly 63 years, 
Corinne, who was studying International Relations. He went on 
for a Masters at the University of Montana, Missoula, worked 
two years as a social worker, then finished with a PhD in African 
Studies at Northwestern University in Illinois.

Tom pursued his PhD research in rural Sudan during its civil 
war, with wife and kids in tow. After graduation, a Fulbright 
Scholarship took them to Apartheid South Africa for 18 months. 
The family moved to New Paltz, NY in 1968 where Tom became 
a professor of African Studies at the State University of NY in 
New Paltz, and later an administrator at SUNY Central in grants development.

Tom had a strong desire for a life of meaning lived for society and mankind. He served on then chaired the New 
Paltz Village Planning Board and the New Paltz Police Commission, was elected to the Ulster County Legislature 
and the New Paltz Village Board becoming Deputy Mayor, Acting Mayor, then elected Mayor for four four-year 
terms.

As Mayor he was concerned with infrastructure, but also livability. He oversaw construction of miles of beautiful 
brick and stone sidewalks, and brought into being three of the four current village parks: Hasbrouck Park, Sojourner 
Truth Park, and the Rail Trail. He maintained his international interests by forming a sister city relationship with 
Niimi/Osa, Japan, and by hosting a delegation from the USSR. He expanded and developed the Peace Park.

Tom also served on the boards of the YMCA, Ulster Performing Arts Center, Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, Historic 
Huguenot Street, and was a member of Rotary International and the Paltz Club. On the Board of the International 
Partnership for Service Learning, he and Corinne traveled to the Czech Republic, Ecuador, England, Jamaica, 
Mexico and the Rosebud Indian Reservation, South Dakota. Tom and Corinne were founding members, and on the 
Executive Board of the New York African Studies Association, and Tom co-edited its newsletter for nearly 50 years.

In (semi)retirement Tom authored a subscription newsletter on grant opportunities for community colleges which 
he transitioned to a free on-line newsletter he maintained until he was 87 years old.

He and family formed the Tom and Corinne Nyquist Foundation in 2004 using the yearly income off the inherited 
wheat farm in Montana to give small grants to deserving charitable groups in New Paltz and the Froid area which 
have included funding for benches, gardens, trails, theatre, archery, books, and less sexy necessaries like copy ma-
chines, doors and roofs. It also funds scholarships and an essay contest in Montana.

When a small oil lease on the Montana property came to fruition, Tom and Corinne used proceeds to purchase the 
Nyquist-Harcourt Wildlife Sanctuary in New Paltz which Tom maintained nearly single-handedly for the good of 
the people of New Paltz and the satisfaction of a job well done. He took his last walk to check the sanctuary the day 
he died.

Finally, Tom was a wonderful family man known to brag about his kids and granddaughters to any listener, and who 
called his brothers and cousins at least weekly.

Tom is survived by his wife Corinne (Johnson) Nyquist, son Jonathan Nyquist (Laura Toran), daughter Lynn Ny-
quist (John Nyquist), and granddaughters Amy, Jenna, Katie and Megan. He was pre-deceased by his brothers Dick 
Nyquist (Fran) of Detroit, and Bob Nyquist (Ruth) of Bainville, MT, and his parents Richard and Lydia (Billie) 
Nyquist.

Memorial Services will be Sat., Dec. 28 at 4:30 pm at the Reformed Church, 92 Huguenot St., New Paltz, followed 
by a reception in the Fireside Room in the church’s Education Center. The service will be preceded by an open 
house at Tom and Corinne’s home at 140 Huguenot St. from 2-4 pm that afternoon. Food or beverages to share are 
welcome at both events. An internment Service will be held July 18, 2020 in Froid, MT.

In lieu of f lowers, donations may be made to the Nyquist Foundation/Nyquist-Harcourt Wildlife Sanctuary, His-
toric Huguenot Street, or the Wallkill Valley Land Trust. Donations may be made directly, mailed to or dropped off 
with Corinne Nyquist at home, or left in envelopes which will be provided at the church.
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Legals

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of formation 
of 3537 RT 9W, LLC 
Arts. of Org. fi led 
with the Sect'y of 
State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/23/2019. Offi  ce 
location, County of 
Ulster. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o 
Stephen Lawrence, 
218 Dupont Ave, New-
burgh, NY 12550. Pur-
pose: any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation 
of 10 N. Chestnut 
LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 

of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/25/2019. Of-
fi ce Location  85 So 
Chestnut Street, New 
Paltz, NY 12561 (Ul-
ster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Street, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Mari and Ko Bou-
tique LLC.
Articles of Organiza-
tion fi led with NYS 
Dept. of State (SSNY) 
on 10/21/2019.
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
County at 263 Tuck-
ers corners Rd, High-
land, NY 12528.

SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process 
may be served.
SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process 
to: 263 Tuckers Cor-
ners Rd, Highland, 
New York 12528.
Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose.

 LEGAL NOTICE
T & K 225 PROPER-
TIESLLC Art. Of Org. 
Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 10/23/19. Off . 
Loc. : Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY to mail 
copy of process to 
The LLC, 225 Downs 
Street, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Forma-
tion of E.M. Vintage 
House LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/5/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: c/o The LLC, 
3 Maple Ave, St 3, 
Highland, NY 12528. 
Purpose: any lawful 
activity.
 
LEGAL NOTICE
SPIEGEL PROPER-
TIES, LLC. Art. Of 
Org. fi led with the 
SSNY on 11/12/2019. 
Offi  ce: Ulster Coun-
ty. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 

against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 46 Haes-
sig Glen Rd. Wallkill, 
NY 12589. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Rose Mt. LLC. Art. 
of Org. fi led Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 11/8/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 234 Tinker 
St, Woodstock, NY 
12498. Purpose: any 
lawful activities.

LEGAL NOTICE
REVIVE APPAREL 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed 
Sec. of State of NY 
11/7/19. Off . Loc. : Erie 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY to 
mail copy of process 
to The LLC, c/o Mari-
ana Militello, P.O. Box 
3,Clarence, NY 14031. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice of Formation of 
Chestnut Market Hold-
ings LLC. Articles of 
Organization fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 

11/19/2019 Offi  ce Loca-
tion  536 Main Street 
(Ulster County). SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process 
to: 85 So Chestnut 
Stree, New Paltz, NY 
12561. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

 LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC):  Bas-
Ca, LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on November 
15, 2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process 
against it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Carlos Vil-
legas, 232 Hillside 
Lane, Ellenville, New 
York 12428. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or 
activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 5401 Route 212 
LLC. Art. of Org. fi led 
Sec’y of State (SSNY) 

I received a combined score of 850 on my 
SATS. Also, I fl unked out of high school. Eventu-
ally, I received a high school equivalency diploma. 
Through a magical event, full of coincidence, com-
passion and the kindness of a stranger, I was ac-
cepted to SUNY, consequentially graduating with a 
whopping 2.50 cumulative average, which should 
have been lower were it not received under suspi-
cious circumstances. When I was a youngling, my 
IQ measured between 89 and 93. In my adult life, 
I have been told I am a genius at least 89 times. Re-
cently, I took an online IQ test just to see if organic 
food and a primarily happy existence have raised my 
IQ to match the over-the-top absurd compliments. I 
didn’t take one IQ test online, I took four. 89 to 93 
remained steady through seven decades.

I have accomplished much in my lifetime that 
none of my teachers could have predicted. All the 
while, below average, barely educable. 

Contrary to the ideal of individualism, nothing 
happens without someone’s help along the way. I 
didn’t achieve any of this by myself. Had it not been 
for the stranger who pulled strings to accept me into 
college here, none of it would have become a reality. 

There are many children currently in the same 
predicament.

Help is on the way, right here at the college, for 
children like I once was in the past when learning 
problems often went undetected and unaddressed.

A true story from my husband, Sam Slotnick, 
who directs the Literacy Center at the College:

Susan Slotnick

Falling though the cracks
It was a quiet 

afternoon in 
May, 2009.

I just com-
pleted teaching 
a methods class 
for soon-to-be 
student teachers.

I was in my of-
fi ce recovering 
from the rigors 
of a three-hour 
lecture, when the 
telephone rang.

The department secretary was on the other end, cry-
ing.

"You gotta help me, Sam! We need 20 children for the 
summer literacy program. We don’t have a single one!"

 My reply, “I’m a teacher. The kids always come to 
me! What do you want me to do?"

"I want you go out and get kids who need reading and 
writing help," she pleaded, still sobbing.

I walked down to the empty, abandoned tempo-
rary Literacy Center in the Vandenburgh Hall Annex 
to check out the "landscape.” I was there less than 1 
minute when the phone rang. It was a mom on the line 
wanting to know if there was going to be a literacy tu-
toring program.

”What do you need?" I inquired.
"My younger daughter needs reading help. She strug-

gles in school and is unhappy with herself. My older 

daughter was helped in the program years ago."
"Tell me about your older daughter. How did it go for 

her?" I asked.
"Well, she was identifi ed as being marginally edu-

cable, border line.”
"And how was her experience in the Literacy Tutor-

ing Program?" I asked.
She replied, "All I can tell you is we're going to her 

college graduation.
She's graduating Suma Cum Laude!"

What if my husband hadn’t been there to get that 
call? Was it a coincidence, a magical moment and 
the kindness of a stranger who decided on the spot 
to take the position and do whatever was needed to 
get the 20 students required to make it happen? That 
was ten years ago and he has searched for and found 
hundreds of children in need ever since.

I started this with the personal, so I might as well 
end with it. I met Sam when I was eleven and he was 
13. When I fl unked out of high school, my mother 
called him, since she said, “He is the only decent boy 
who ever showed an interest in you.” Mother asked 
him to intervene to talk some sense into me. He took 
me to Pat Foley’s Bar in White Plains and told me, 
“No decent man would ever marry you without a 
high school diploma.”

At the time, I was underwhelmed by this argu-
ment.

 I did get my high school diploma, went to college 
and a very decent, kind man, who has served the 
children of this community for the last 50 years, did 
marry me. 

That was then. This is now. The program has 
grown. In January, Sam needs to locate 100 students 
to provide this life-altering service to our Hudson 
Valley children. Can you help? Spread the word. 
Who knows what that child can accomplish in their 
lifetime with your help.

 

If you wish to obtain medical records please call 845-338-4777  

by December 31, 2019. 

You may also obtain records from the office of your surgeon and primary care doctor.

After December 31, 2019 you may obtain records by calling 845-339-5285  
for medical records retention. 

Thank you for choosing Kingston Ambulatory Surgical Center for your medical care.

Kingston Ambulatory Surgical Center is closed
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11/8/19. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster Co. SSNY 
designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom 
process against it 
may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
234 Tinker St, Wood-
stock, NY 12498. Pur-
pose: any lawful ac-
tivities.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of Limited Liability 
Company (LLC): 
598 Albany Post LLC.  
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/19/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated 
as agent of the LLC 
upon whom pro-
cess against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of pro-
cess to: Luis Martinez 
22 North Front Street 
New Paltz NY 12561. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Blue Ocean Mars LLC, 
a domestic LLC, fi led
with the SSNY on 
11/12/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY is
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 8 Ma-
jestic Woods Drive,
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: any lawful. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Heart & 
Soul K-9 LLC. Articles 

of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/7/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 
The LLC, 107 Sand Hill 
Road, Gardiner, N.Y. 
12525. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Hudson Valley Practice 
Association, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/19/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 250 Tuyten-
bridge Road, P.O. Box 
1488, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Kuzhina 
Remodeling LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
11/06/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Kuzhina Remodel-
ing, 
35 Birdsall Ave Marl-
boro, NY 12542. Pur-

pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC). The 
name of the LLC is: 
Two Olives LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of New 
York (SSNY) offi  ce on: 
11/22/19. The County in 
which the Offi  ce is to 
be located: Ulster. The 
SSNY is designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. The 
address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy 
of any process against 
the LLC is: 848 Albany 
Post Road, New Paltz 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Supplementary Pro-
bate Citation. File No. 
2019-187. Surrogate’s 
Court of Greene Coun-
ty Citation. The people 
of the state of New 
York. By the Grace of 
God Free and Inde-
pendent. To: Saman-
tha K. Schmidt, 7206 
Bair Road, NW Wash-
ington, DC 20012. A 
petition having been 
duly fi led by Benta-
Vos, who is domiciled 
at 6102 St. Hwy 5 #6 
Palatine Bridge, NY 
13428. You are cited 
to show cause before 
the Surrogate’s Court, 
Greene County, at 320 
Main Street, Catskill, 
NY, on January 15, 
2020at 1:30 p.m., in 
the afternoon of that 
day, why a decree 
should not be made 
in the estate of Donald 
Paul Schmidt, lately 

domiciled at 6000 
Main Street, Tan-
nersville, NY 12485. 
Admitting to probate 
a will dated January 
29, 2015, as the will of 
Donald Paul Schmidt 
deceased, relating 
to real and personal 
property, and directed 
that Letters Testamen-
tary issue to BentaVos. 
Hon Charles M. Trail-
leur, Surrogate, No-
vember 14, 2019. Note: 
This citation is served 
upon you as required 
by law. You are not 
required to appear. 
If you fail to appear it 
will be assumed you 
do not object to the 
relief requested. You 
have a right to have 
an attorney appear 
for you.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Sign is Posted: 

December 7, 2019
Project Name:  
PB19-18
Applicant:  
Noa Simons
For:   
Residential Addition/
Improvements
Location:  
4 Oakwood Court
Tax Map Number: 
86.34-8-22
Date and Time of 
Public Hearing: 
December 17, 2019 at 
7:00 PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-

tions thereto during 
the Public Hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the Agenda. 
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary by e-mail 
(planningzoning@
villageofnewpaltz.
org) or at the address 
listed above. All rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions will be made for 
persons with disabili-
ties. In such a case, 
please notify the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary in advance 
so that arrangements 
can be made.

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE
Please take notice 
that the Village of 
New Paltz Planning 
Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on the fol-
lowing application:
Date Sign is Posted: 

December 7, 2019
Project Name: PB19-25
Applicant:  
Timber Solutions
For: New Construc-

tion of Single Family 
Residential House
Location:  
6 Pencil Hill Road
Tax Map Number: 
86.41-1-1.2
Date and Time of 
Public Hearing: 
December 17, 2019 at 
7:00 PM
Place:   
Village of New Paltz 
Village Hall
The Planning Board 
will hear all persons 
in support of such 
matter or any objec-
tions thereto during 
the Public Hearing at 
25 Plattekill Avenue 
in order of appear-
ance on the Agenda. 
Comments submit-
ted in writing must be 
received before 4:00 
PM on the date of the 
above hearing and 
be addressed to the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary by e-mail 
(planningzoning@
villageofnewpaltz.
org) or at the address 
listed above. All rea-
sonable accommoda-
tions will be made for 
persons with disabili-
ties. In such a case, 
please notify the 
Planning and Zoning 
Secretary in advance 
so that arrangements 
can be made.

Sandra Sherman 
Sandra Sherman, age 76, of New Paltz, died Wednesday, December 4, 2019 at home. 
Sandra was born January 25, 1943 in New York, NY. She is the daughter of the late 
Anthony and Evelyn (Gallagher) Zappone . 

Sandy devoted her life to her family and teaching and taught with the Highland 
Central School District until her retirement. Following 33 years of teaching at the el-
ementary school level, she then spent 17 years at Marist College supervising student 
teachers. She spent her summers working at a multitude of jobs, which included 
several positions at SUNY New Paltz, among them several summers teaching in the 
Migrant Education Program. Sandy also tutored students and worked at an After 
School Reading Program. She was a member of the NYSUT and was active in the 
Poughkeepsie Branch of the AAUW, and she was involved in their Leading to Read-
ing program and Court Watch Initiative. 

Following her retirement, Sandy kept very busy with her family and a circle of very 
dear friends and volunteered at a domestic violence shelter, as well as participating 
in a holiday gift/wrapping program, a book club, and a mah jongg group. Her fa-
vorite activity was visiting with her children and grandchildren around the country. 

Sandy is survived by two daughters: Pamela Sherman of Fort Worth, TX and Kristin 
(Bob) Furneaux of Gilbert, AZ; one son: Scott (Kristen) Sherman of Cary, NC; one sis-
ter: Darlene Van Tine of New Paltz, NY; three brothers: Donald (Helen) Keegan of Baltimore, MD, Dennis (Rae) 
Zappone of New Paltz, NY, Raymond (Donna) Zappone of Strongsville, OH, as well as her sister-in-law, Darlene 
(Dave) Plavchak of Highland, NY. She was also survived by her raison d’etre: her grandchildren, Fintan, Connor, 
Evan, Riley, Hudson and Graedy, as well as her many beloved nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Visitation will be held on Sunday, December 15 from 2 - 6 pm at Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home, 162 South 
Putt Corners Road, New Paltz, NY. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:00 am on Monday, De-
cember 16, 2019 at St. Joseph’s Church, 34 South Chestnut Street, New Paltz, NY, followed by burial at Lloyd 
Cemetery, Highland. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in her name to Hospice of the Hudson Valley.

Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist the family of Sandra with the arrangements. Anyone 
wishing to express condolences online please go to www.copelandfhnp.com

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281
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more 
than

expected
holiday travel 

savings now and 
throughout the year

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

add a
new choice advantages 

 

Savings at participating retail 
stores, gas and dining gift cards, 
concerts, sports events, theater 

tickets and so much more.

to learn more visit
advantage.salisburybank.info, 

any of our branches, or call  
Customer Support at 860.596.2444

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT 

LOCAL!!! 
With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
6 months $25, 1-year $45 • Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402.

Go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200
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Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME

O

JON R. LUINI | CHIME
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New Paltz Church Council 
kicks off Holy Week with

Sports

New Paltz

New Paltz

A title team at last? New Paltz soft ball preview

Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20

14

22

by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz

11

New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 

Give a lit
tle

… Get a little… 

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

TO: FROM:

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner


