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Clouds 
parting?
Planning board 
rules that the 
Kingstonian’s 
environmental 
review doesn’t 
have to be the long 
kind  BY JESSE J. SMITH

The Kingstonian — a 

proposed mixed-use de-
velopment in the heart of 
Kingston’s Stockade Dis-
trict — cleared a significant 

hurdle this week when the city’s planning 
board ruled Monday, Dec. 16 that devel-
opers had adequately addressed in their 
paperwork the project’s potential negative 
environmental impacts.

The “negative determination of envi-
ronmental significance” under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act will let 

Diane Reeder

T
his week for Faces of Kingston, as 

we dive (or are pushed) into the Holiday 
Season further, it felt like time for a chat 
with true humanitarian Diane Reeder of 

the essential, fun and very happy sweet tooth all-
in-one stop shop, Kingston Candy Bar. 

Morgan Y. Evans: What is your earliest memory 
of Kingston? You didn’t grow up here initially, 
correct?
Diane Reeder: My earliest memory of Kingston 
was getting lost in the one-way streets Uptown. I was looking for 
the mall with friends from SUNY New Paltz. None of us knew 
the area at all, and spent a few hours on a Kingston adventure!
I was born on the naval base in Connecticut, grew up in Far 
Rockaway, Queens, and later in Long Island until I was excom-
municated for not being able to accessorize. In 1986 ended up 

in the Hudson Valley to go to school. I fell in love with the area, 
met my husbands — former and current — and stayed. Never 
looked back, not a single regret.

MYE: I love that attitude. You have such a cool and well-loved 

ELECTION 2019One ... two ... three ...
In DA’s race, Kavanagh exercises right for a 
recount; charges of politics fly  BY JESSE J. SMITH

M
ike Kavanagh could 

become Ulster County’s 
ranking law enforcement 
official on Jan. 1. But, 
barring an unprecedented 

failure in the county’s elections infrastruc-

ture, his tenure will be very short.
Kavanagh, a Republican, currently 

serves as chief assistant district attorney 
under outgoing DA Holly Carnright. On 
Tuesday, December 17, Kavanagh said 
that he would not waive his right to a full 

recount of every ballot, and would let the 
process play out. Should the recount of the 
53,626 ballots stretch on into the new year, 
Kavanagh, as chief assistant, would begin 
2020 as acting district attorney.

Kavanagh faced veteran litigation 
attorney Dave Clegg, a Democrat, in the 
hotly contested race for the DA’s post. 
Election Night ended with Kavanagh 
ahead by three votes out of more than 
50,000 cast, setting up a weeks-long 
process of counting absentee and affidavit 

(continued on page 4)
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Piercing 
the veil
Federal agency’s 
participation will 
add to pressure on 
TechCity owner 
Alan Ginsberg
BY GEDDY SVEIKAUSKAS

T
he TechCity situation got 

a lot harder last week for owner 
Alan Ginsberg, already under 
considerable pressure from 
local governmental authorities. 

He now faces a new round of deadlines 
from the regional office of the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan’s press 
conference late Wednesday morning, Dec. 
18 in Kingston underlined just how serious 
the situation has become for the embattled 
owner of the sprawling, obsolete, polluted 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Battle of the robots
ON SATURDAY KINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL hosted a fi rst Tech Challenge Robotics Qualifying Tournament at the Kate Wal-

ton Field House. Twenty high school teams throughout New York State competed. Here team Techno Chix of Pleasantville, the 

only all-girl team, holds Ziggy Stardust, the robot they created, right before they went into competition.

JOHN FISHER

Diane Reeder.

March Gallagher: 
I’m done choosing silence

COMMENTARY > 11
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Sentencing of the son
Stansberry Jr., who cut deal and testified against dad 
in murder case, gets five-year stint  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A Kingston teen was sentenced last 

week to five years in state prison for 
his role in a December 2018 marijuana 
robbery that ended in murder.

Maurice Stansberry Jr., 18, was sen-
tenced by County Court Judge Donald Williams on 
Friday, Dec. 13. In addition to the five-year prison 
term, Stansberry Jr. was sentenced to five years of 
post-release supervision and served orders of protec-
tion requiring him to stay 
away from family members 
of murder victim Mark 
Lancaster.

Stansberry Jr. was the 
last defendant to be sen-
tenced in the Dec. 1, 2018 
shooting death of Lancast-
er, 38, in the aftermath 
of a botched marijuana 
robbery. His father, Mau-
rice Stansberry Sr., 38, is 
serving a sentence of 25 
years to life in prison after 
he was convicted at trial of 
second-degree murder, robbery and weapons posses-
sion charges. Another co-defendant, Kevin Gardener, 
18, was sentenced to 17 years to life after pleading guilty 
to a single count of second-degree murder.

The charges stem from an incident at the Sawkill 
Trailer Park. Evidence at Stansberry Sr.’s trial shows 
that on the day of the murder, the three men arranged 
to buy a few ounces of marijuana from a teenage resi-
dent of the park, but in fact intended to rob him. The 
targeted victim, reached out to Lancaster’s son, Jahsai 
Quilles, to supply the marijuana. Quilles traveled to 
the trailer park accompanied by his father and another 
teen. As Stansberry Jr. waited behind the wheel of a 
Honda Civic, his father and Gardener met with Quilles 
and the other teen to exchange money for marijuana.

Instead, prosecutors said, Stansberry Sr. pulled 
a 9mm handgun, grabbed the weed and fled in the 
Civic with his son and Gardener. Lancaster gave chase 

in his Honda Pilot and cut off the Civic on Sawkill 
Road. Prosecutors say Lancaster was killed by a single 
gunshot wound through his torso as he attempted to 
pull Stansberry Jr. from the driver’s seat. In his guilty 
plea, Gardener claimed that he fired the fatal shot after 
Stansberry Sr. handed him the gun. But prosecutors 
said that forensic evidence shows that the older man 
was the shooter. Both Stansberrys and Gardener 
were charged with murder under New York’s felony 

murder statute which holds 
that when someone is killed in 
the commission of a felony, all 
participants in the underlying 
crime may be charged with 
murder.

Stansberry Jr. avoided a 
murder change after he reached 
a plea agreement with prosecu-
tors in exchange for testifying 
at his father’s murder trial. 
Under the terms of the deal, 
Stansberry Jr. was for his testi-
mony allowed to plead guilty to 
a single count of robbery, with 

prosecutors’ recommendation that he receive no more 
than five years in state prison. The plea agreement 
also stipulated that Stansberry Jr. would not receive 
youthful offender status — a designation which would 
allow him to avoid a felony record — despite the fact 
that he was 17 years old at the time of the crime.

The mother speaks
Stansberry Jr.’s sentencing hearing took place 

before a courtroom packed with his supporters and 
friends and family of Lancaster. Lancaster’s mother, 
Donna Quilles, spoke about the pain of losing her son. 
Quilles, who was delivering her third victim impact 
statement in the case, said that that pain was com-
pounded by the fact that Stansberry was allowed to 
remain free on bail and attend Kingston High School 
while the case was pending. Quilles said the Kingston 
City School District acted with callous disregard for 

her children, grandchildren and other young relatives 
who were forced to endure taunts and harassment by 
supporters of Stansberry Jr. — a popular student and 
member of the Kingston Tigers football team — in the 
halls of KHS and on social media. 

“This whole system is broken,” said Quilles. “The 
person who left my son to bleed to death on the side 
of the road is lauded as some kind of football hero. 
What a disgusting society we live in.”

Prosecutors were allowed to introduce evidence of 
“prior bad acts” committed by Stansberry Jr., including 
at least one other marijuana rip-off committed with his 
father and Gardener and  a series of street fights for 
which he was picked up by police but never charged. 
In his own statement, Stansberry Jr. apologized to 
Lancaster’s family and conceded that his own bad 
choices have led to his pending incarceration. Asked 
by Williams why he had made those choices, Stans-
berry Jr. said that, at least in part it was to impress 
his father, a purported member of the Bloods gang 
with a long rap sheet.

“I did it to fit into, like, what my father had done,” 
Stansberry Jr. told the court. “Because I looked up to 
him as a role model.”

Maurice Stansberry Jr.’s arrest photo.

‘The person who left my son 
to bleed to death on the side 
of the road is lauded as some 
kind of football hero. What a 
disgusting society we live in.’ 
— Donna Quiles, mother of 
murder victim Mark Lancaster

CRIME

ballots, and awaiting a judge’s ruling on hundreds of 
challenged votes.

That process ended on Dec. 11 with Clegg up by 
77 votes, later bumped up to 79 when two more chal-
lenged-in-court ballots were accepted and added to 
the total this week.

But now certification of that result will have to 
wait until county Board of Elections officials complete 
the painstaking manual recount, which is mandated 
under a 2011 county law that calls for a recount in any 
election where the margin of victory is less than two-
tenths of 1 percent. Kavanagh could have allowed the 
county to avoid the recount by conceding the election, 
but he opted instead for the procedure. 

“With an office this important and a race this close, 
it is imperative that every vote is accounted for an ac-
curately recorded,” Kavanagh wrote in a press release. 
“This law was enacted in contemplation of this very 
scenario, and I have an obligation to the thousands of 
voters who supported me to permit the legal process 
to play out, and to ensure that the proper candidate 
is ultimately declared the winner.”

Democratic Elections Commissioner Ashley Dittus 
said this week she had reached an agreement with 
her Republican counterpart, Tom Turco, to begin the 
count. Two teams — each team consisting of one Dem-
ocrat and one Republican — will start the process. By 
Thursday, that number would increase to four teams. 
On Dec. 24, six teams will work from 9 a.m. to noon 
before taking a break for Christmas. The count will 
resume with four teams on Dec. 26.

Dittus said she was continuing to negotiate with 
Turco to add part-time staff to speed up the count. 
Dittus said that recount could take anywhere from 
two weeks to a month, depending on how much time 
and staff are devoted to it. Dittus added that the cost 
of the recount is expected to run between $16,000 
and $20,000.

The recount raises the prospect that Kavanagh 
could begin 2020 as acting district attorney. In an email 
this week expressing frustration with the anticipated 
pace of the recount, Dittus suggested that Republican 
officials would drag their feet in order to give Kavanagh 
a least a week or two at the helm.

“Now that the Republican candidate stands to 
financially benefit from dragging this on as long as 
usually possible, I am not optimistic that we will get 
a scenario where we both agree on an expeditious 
recount,” Dittus wrote.

Other Democrats have excoriated Kavanagh for 
not waiving the recount, calling the process a waste of 
taxpayer dollars and a subversion of the Democratic 
process. Dittus pointed out that a routine recount of 
three percent of the ballots cast in November’s election, 
chosen at random, did not find a single error. Bennet 
Ratcliff, chairman of the Woodstock Democratic Com-
mittee weighed in with an email this week suggesting 
that if Kavanagh were to assume the acting DA’s post 
on Jan. 1, it would amount to an abuse of the system.

“Ulster County voters already rejected Mike Kava-
nagh,” wrote Ratcliff. “But now he’s grabbing for the 
office and seeking to pocket tax dollars too.” 

Meanwhile, Ulster County Republican 

Chairman Roger Rascoe accused Dittus of 
violating the code of conduct for elections 

officials and acting as a “mudslinger” for county Dem-
ocratic Chairman Frank Cardinale. In a press release, 
Rascoe pointed to comments made by Dittus in local 
media to the effect that the recount was not necessary 
as evidence of bias. Rascoe called on Dittus to recuse 
herself from the remainder of the recount process.

“Her role of being a spokeswoman for the Democrat 
Party is in clear conflict with the Code of Conduct 
posted in the office and her actions are unethical,” 
wrote Rascoe. “Mike Kavanagh cannot get a fair and 
impartial recount of the ballots in this election with 
Ashley Dittus involved in any manner.”

One ... two ... three ...
Continued from Page 1

Freedom
toRELAX
12 month no interest  
financing on all Hot Springs Spas.

1606 Ulster Avenue,
Lake Katrine 

(Next to Adams) Family owned and operated for over 30 years

336-8080
www.aquajetpools.com

Fantasy Spa models$3,19500
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First Ryan budget
Good year for sales tax allows 4 percent spending hike 
and levy cut too  BY CHRISTINA COULTER

U
lster County executive Pat Ryan 

signed his first-ever budget on Dec. 12 at 
Esopus’ town hall. The budget includes a 
0.25 percent tax levy decrease, and totals 
$342.28 million, an increase of 4 percent 

over 2019’s $329.26 million budget. 
The reduction, Ryan said, was made possible due 

to an increase in revenues from sales and occupancy 
taxes, “largely [due to] the continuation of growth in 
local tourism spending.”

“The number-one thing I heard here was that, 
‘We’re worried about being able to stay here in Ulster 
County, we want you to hold the line on taxes,’” said 
Ryan before signing the budget.

The tax levy will decline to $73.31 million from the 
2019 total of $73.51 million. The amount taken from 
the county reserve to offset the tax levy, however, will 
rise from 2019’s $8.78 million to $12 million. Ryan 
said that a “healthy” part of the discussion between 
himself and the county legislature was the amount 

that would be appropriated from the fund balance. 
With this budget, Ryan and the county legislature 

will address Ryan’s “Big Five”: a green new deal for the 
county, a program for the county to operate entirely 
on renewable energy by 2030, increased initiatives to 
combat the opioid epidemic, more money for the coun-
ty’s criminal-justice initiatives, more skills training 
programs to help residents find high-paying jobs, and 
improvements in the functions of county government. 

The budget adds 34 positions to county govern-
ment, 18 of which are paid for by taxpayers. The 
county’s new Department of Economic Develop-
ment will be funded. So will be the county’s Office 
of the Aging, a human rights commissioner, a youth 
bureau director, plus seven state-funded jobs to the 
county’s public defender’s office, two new sheriff ’s 
deputies for opioid response, and the addition of a 
chief diversity officer.

County legislators proposed over two dozen changes 
to Ryan’s budget, 14 of which were adopted, tapping 
into the county’s $700,000 contingency fund. Some 
of these changes helped non-profits such as $10,000 
for the Mohonk Preserve Inc., $10,000 towards a 
new visitor center at D&H Canal Historical Society, 
$5500 to Arts Mid-Hudson, $4500 for the Family of 
Woodstock supervised visitation program, $12,000 for 
the Cornell Cooperative Extension, and $10,000 for 
the People’s Place food insecurity programs.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

PHYLLIS McCABE

In loving memory
BENJAMIN LITTS, 5, OF CUB SCOUT PACK 103 IN KINGSTON, places a wreath during National Wreaths 

Across America Day on Saturday at St. Remy Cemetery. Scouts from Pack 103 participated in a wreath-lay-

ing for more than 150 veterans. Each year, a new theme is chosen by the national organization to help local 

volunteers and supporters focus their messaging and outreach in communities. This year’s theme is “Everyone 

plays a part.”

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST? CALL 845-246-8720

SERVING 
ULSTER & ALL 
SURROUNDING

COUNTIES 

INSTALLATIONS • .032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
COPPER WORK • FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE

Fully Insured • Over 30 Years Experience

HOLIDAY
EARLY DEADLINES

Christmas 
Almanac, classifieds and New Paltz Times ad deadline is

December 20th 

Kingston, Saugerties, Woodstock ad deadline is

December 23rd

New Year’s
Almanac, classifieds and New Paltz Times ad deadline is

December 27th
Kingston, Saugerties, Woodstock ad deadline is

December 30th
Please call

845.334.8200 
for more info or to place your ad.

Thank you and

Happy Holidays!

SHOP LOCAL
& WIN!!!
WIN a $50 Gift Certificate 

to participating advertisers!

Email info@ulsterpublishing.com

for more information
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BRIEFLY NOTED

Fair Street
Reformed Church

Rev. Kendra Van Houten

at 7:30 pm

(845) 338-7722
fairstreetreformedchurch.org

FFaaiirr  SSttrreeeett
Reformed Churchh

Rev. Kendra Van Houten

at 7:30 pm

(845) 338-7722
fairstreetreformedchurch.org

Hurley 
Reformed Church

The Rev. William Appleyard-Pekich

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 

Services
December 24th – 7pm

9 pm Communion Service
Handicap Accessible

11 Main St., Hurley 845-331-4121

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Old Dutch Church
Wall & Main St. Kingston

845.338.6759
December 24 - 7:00 pm

Lessons & Carols for Christmas Eve
Rev. Dr. Renee House

Musical Prelude for Christmas at 7:00pm

Cantata,  
“Lead Me Back to Bethlehem,”

Saturday, 12/21 at 2 pm
Sunday Worship 10 am

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 

Tuesday 12/24 
at 7 pm

Schoonmaker Lane  
@ Rt. 209  

in Stone Ridge
845-687-9090

www.rvumc.org

Christmas Eve 
 

5:30 pm  
All Ages Christmas Service 
Sing along to carols as we tell one 

of our most sacred stories. 
Kids of all ages welcome! 

8:00 pm  
Candlelit Choral  

Holy Eucharist 
caroling starts at 7:30 pm 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church    207 Albany Ave. Kingston  

845-331-2252        www.stjohnskingston.org 

candy store that is a very fun part of our city. What has 
been the most rewarding aspect of the business for you?  
DR: I think that The Candy Bar has been a means to 
just bring a smile to people. We began this venture 
with a six-table and a dozen jars of “penny” candy. 
Every time someone walked into the store we would 
ask what they would like to see here, they told us about 
candies they grew up with and we sourced anything 
we could find that was still being made. Some old 
favorites are no longer manufactured, the recent NEC-
CO factory closure ended the run of Mary Jane’s and 
NECCO wafers, which some fans found distressing. 
But we find lots of ways to bring smiles when we can, 
like the free birthday ice cream cone, or the free ice 
cream for report card “A’s” and my personal favorite 
is the losing lottery swap. Bring me a total loser and 
you get a free sucker!

MYE: That’s hysterical. How does it feel running a 
candy store in such proximity to a rock venue, BSP? 
Do you get a lot of like random Dinosaur Jr fans wan-
dering in looking for munchies? (Chortles.) 
DR: Funny how that might sound but it genuinely 
changed my business plan pretty quickly. We are 

surrounded by incredible night life, music, events 
and food. Families dining Uptown and visitors alike 
enjoy walking the Stockade District after a meal. And 
during the concerts at BSP and music events around 
us it became clear that while I thought we had opened 
a candy store for neighborhood kids, in reality the 
“kids” are 27 and out on the town or part of families 
seeking a little sweet after enjoying a fantastic dinner 
in Kingston. In fact, Diego’s staff in particular send us 
so much after dinner business that we began a “save 
room for dessert” special, if their customers bring in 
their receipt from dinner and show it to us here, they’ll 
save 10 percent on their same day purchase here at 
the Candy Bar.

MYE: Queen’s Galley Soup Kitchen played a big role 
in your life and the life of people helped by it. What 
makes you such a believer in the power of empathy as 
a community builder?
DR: I believe in the power of kindness. If we are 
kind to one another it creates the type of world most 
people want to live in. I’ll admit that sometimes it is 
challenging to remember to put kindness first when 
the outside forces just push negativity so strongly. 
I try to remember something I heard both Thomas 
Keller and Danny Meyer say, that you get the results 
you are after with constant yet gentle pressure. If, 
every day, my primary force going forward is fueled by 
kindness, at the end of the day that reward is a better 

community. With Queens Galley I believed then as I 
do now — that people should be treated with kindness, 
respect and dignity.

MYE: Any exciting winter yummies at Kingston Candy 
Bar for the holiday season we ought to know about? 
DR: We have expanded our chocolate selection so 
customers can build their own assortment boxes. We’re 
busy making fun and affordable stocking stuffers and 
as always my favorite part of this place is working 
with individual people to create custom gifts. Small 
birthday party favors, larger corporate gifts with sig-
nature logos or colors or just building one individual 
item from scratch. I’d say look for fun things like the 
Box of Nothing, the Reindeer Roadkill — Grandma’s 
revenge — and of course the world’s largest gummy 
python or bear (they are a special order)!

MYE: What have been some of the most meaningful 
friendships you have cultivated here as a citizen of 
the area?
DR: I’ve been so very blessed to have met people who 
exemplify the qualities I wish I could broaden in myself 
and some of those people lifted me up and protected 
me when I needed it most. After the closure of the 
soup kitchen, the death of my mom and a series of 
great losses, there were friends who not only didn’t 
abandon me but made sure that I didn’t abandon 
myself. Last year when I was given the extraordinary 
gift of a scholarship to finish my degree at the Culi-
nary Institute of America, I discovered just how much 
support and love surrounded that effort. I can say 
without hesitation that friendships like those are not 
just the reason I stay in Kingston but they are truly 
the reason I am alive today. 

MYE: What are you looking most forward to about 
2020 as it approaches and this decade draws to a close? 
DR: 2020 is looking to be a very exciting year for me! 
Aside from expanding our delicious sweets at the Candy 
Bar I’ll be cooking with kids at the Hodge Center once 
a month and as of Dec. 17, I’ll be starting a new role 
as the Food Service Director at Ulster County Mental 
Health Association. I’l l be able to use skills I learned 
while at CIA to do what I love to do for people who I 
consider a great part of the heartbeat of what makes 
Kingston special.

Tougher trash law
in Town of Ulster

Earlier this month, Ulster Town 
offi cials signed into law new litter 
and dumping control rules, with 
penalties for scoffl aws including 
fi nes and jail time.

Town offi cials fi rst discussed 
the proposed law in early October, 
citing what Supervisor James 
E. Quigley III at the time said 
was “repeated complaints about 
illegal dumping on First Avenue in 
the East Kingston hamlet.”

Passed during a Town Board 
meeting held on Thursday, Dec. 
5, Local Law No. 5 of 2019, 
the “Litter and Dumping Law” 
includes a maximum fi ne of $750 
or imprisonment for up to 15 
days for a fi rst offense, or both. A 

second offense committed within 
fi ve years of the fi rst would result 
in a fi ne between $1,000-1,500 
or a maximum of 30 days in jail, 
or both. A third offense would 
yield a fi ne of between $2,000-
$3,000 or a maximum of 45 days 
in jail, or both.

Signs put up in East Kingston 
to discourage illegal dumping 
have been stolen, with the illegal 
dumping continuing. While the 
law was drawn as a result of 
issues in one specifi c neighbor-
hood, the practice not only of 
dumping bags of trash but also 
small acts of littering would be 
covered. The text covers a wide 
range of items deemed illegal 
to dump, and includes not only 
pedestrians and drivers, but 
also those in aircraft and boats 
running afoul of the law.

“No person shall throw, deposit 
or abandon any litter or foreign 

matter of any kind whatsoever 
or cause the same to be done 
in any fountain, pool, pond, lake, 
stream, culvert, reservoir or its 
tributaries or watershed or any 
body of water in the a park or 
elsewhere within the town,” reads 
the law.

This week, Quigley said it’s 

likely that much of the illegal 
dumping is done by man-with-a-
van laborers hired by local resi-
dents who don’t want to deal with 
the cost or hassle of getting rid of 
their outdated furniture or trash. 

“We passed the law and now 
it’s down to how are we going to 
enforce the law and how are we 
going to monitor the areas that 
had been identifi ed as suscepti-
ble to illegal dumping and gath-
ering?” Quigley said. “So we’re 
gathering the information from 
the vendors on remote video 
monitoring, and we’re going to 
have to have a conversation with 
the police department to see how 
it fi ts into our existing monitoring 
system.”

CRISPIN KOTT

Relax, no parking tickets
Mayor Steve Noble can’t quite 

bring himself to say there will be 

no parking tickets in Kingston for 
the rest of 2019, but he comes 
pretty close. In his most recent 
issue of “This Week in Kingston,” 
he announced “relaxed ticketing 
enforcement on expired meters.” 
He had already alluded to the 
holiday policy in a Radio Kingston 
appearance. 

Until the end of the year, Kings-
ton parking staff will be focusing 
their efforts on meter repair and 
routine maintenance, he wrote, 
and will still be issuing safety 
violations for issues such as 
blocking fi re hydrants, parking in 
handicap spots, double parking, 
and expired inspections.

The no-parking snow emergen-
cy declared in the city on Monday 
afternoon ended late Tuesday 
morning.

Those not in the know are wel-
come to help the city’s fi nances 
by feeding the parking meters. 

DAN BARTON

U.S. Rep. Antonio Delgado.

Faces of Kingston
Continued from Page 1

Church services
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Saturday, Dec. 21, 7:00pm

Tuesday,

www.trinitykingston.com

You are invited to come celebrate at

Tuesday, Dec. 24th
Spanish Mass at 3:30 pm

Mass in English at 5:30 pm

The Reformed Church of Port Ewen
Christmas Eve Worship
Tuesday, December 24, 2019 • 7:30pm

A Service of Lessons 
& Carols and Candlelight

Everyone Welcome! Handicap Accessible
160 SALEM STREET

PORT EWEN, NY 12466
-  REVEREND KEVIN SLUSHER -

Regular enforcement of parking 
meter expiration will resume on 
Thursday, January 2, 2020.

Chili Christmas
Clinton Avenue United Method-

ist Church, 122 Clinton Ave., will 
hold “Christmas Chili Church” 
— a free community meal — this 
Sunday, Dec. 22 from 11 a.m.-
noon. On the menu is chili, mac 
& cheese, bread and dessert, 
as well as Christmas music and 
prayers. Kids are welcome but 
space is limited so those plan-
ning to attend are asked to be 
there at 11.

Delgado to vote 
to impeach

Congressman Antonio Delgado, 
whose district went for Donald 
Trump in 2016, said this week 
he would vote for both House 
articles of impeachment against 

the president.
“‘There comes a time when 

one must take a position that is 
neither safe, nor politic, nor pop-
ular, but he must do it because 
conscience tells him it is right.’ 
These are the words of my hero, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,” the 
Rhinebeck Democrat stated in a 
press release Sunday afternoon. 
“Having reviewed the articles of 
impeachment and the underlying 
evidence, my conscience tells me 
that the right thing to do is abide 
by my oath of offi ce and vote affi r-
matively for both articles.”

Delgado, who’s so far raised 
over $2 million for his 2020 
re-election campaign, said in his 
statement that in the Ukraine-
Biden affair Trump abused his 
power, put national security at 
risk, and illegally tried to hide it 
from Congress.

Celebrate the solstice

The public is invited to a Winter 
Solstice Celebration and Potluck 
Supper featuring a mix of fun and 
heartfelt activities to celebrate 
the returning sunlight, the renew-
al and bounty of the land, hope 
for a stable climate, and all be-
ings of the earth, especially each 
other. The event is this Saturday, 
Dec. 21 from 2-4:30 p.m. inside 
and outside of the wood-heated 
greenhouse at Seed Song Farm, 
160 Esopus Ave., Kingston.

Activities include a solstice 
fi re and ceremony (children may 
participate in the ceremony or 
play outside), singing and revelry 
together, and sale of sustainable 
gift items, and a potluck supper 
including entrees from the farm’s 
chemical-free produce.  The event 
is co-sponsored by Neetopk 
Keetopk, a group of local indige-

nous people and allies teaching 
traditional wisdom as solutions 
to modern crises. Information 
about weekly vegetable shares, 
volunteer opportunities, and the 
Center’s farm-based events and 
educational programs will also be 
available.

Attendees are asked to con-
tribute to the potluck by bringing 
a dish to share, or making a 
donation of money or time to the 
event. Admission is by donation 
additional to your potluck contri-
bution. RSVP’s are appreciated, 
leave name and expected number 
of adults and children at info@
SeedSongFarm.org or (845) 383-
1528. Wear warm layers to be 
comfortable outdoors around the 
fi re or inside the moderately heat-
ed greenhouse. Prior to the event, 
consider attending the community 
event at the African Roots Library 
in Ponckhockie from noon-2 p.m. 

For more information, visit Seed-
SongFarm.org/events.

Delgado bill 
signed into law

Congressman Antonio Delga-
do’s legislation to rename the 
Pine Plains Post Offi ce in eastern 
Dutchess County in honor of U.S. 
Navy Senior Chief Petty Offi cer 
Shannon M. Kent was signed into 
law by President Trump, his second 
bill enacted this year. Kent, a 
35-year-old Dutchess County native 
and cryptologic technician, was 
killed in Syria by a suicide bombing 
during her fi fth combat tour in the 
Middle East this past January.

Delgado introduced this bipar-
tisan bill in April along with Reps. 
Elise Stefanik, Joseph Morelle, 
Kathleen Rice and Anthony Brindi-
si. The bipartisan bill passed the 
House on Oct. 16, and the Sen-
ate on Nov. 22.

and ill-maintained 258-acre former IBM plant in the 
Town of Ulster. 

Noting that the EPA has spent considerable public 
funds on the TechCity site, a December 11 letter from 
agency official Eric J. Wilson focused on the asbestos 
hazards at the site, including several hill-size piles 
protected from above by torn tarpaulin. EPA’s partici-
pation is particularly significant, however, because the 
federal agency has the power to hold owner Ginsberg, 
identified as a “responsible party” owning what is now 
a Superfund site, personally liable for environmental 
problems at TechCity. 

“That’s a really big deal,” exulted Ryan at his press 
conference.

The power to treat the rights or duties of a corpo-
ration as the rights or liabilities of its shareholders is 
known in law as “piercing the corporate veil.” Thus, the 
veil of multiple legal entities that Ginsberg has created 
at TechCity will not protect him from personal responsi-
bility. The EPA has enormous leverage in the situation.

“Ginsberg has taken what used to be the crown jewel 
of our county’s economy and turned it into a festering 
wound,” said Ryan. “He is worse than a slumlord, and 
I am thrilled the EPA has taken this extraordinary step 
holding him personally accountable for his history of 

bad actions.”
Ryan’s aides praised the role of former GOP assem-

blyman Pete Lopez, now EPA director for the federal 
agency’s New York-New Jersey-Puerto Rico region. 
Lopez had been instrumental in the EPA action.  

The necessary work is to be conducted “by appro-
priate personnel that meet all local, state and federal 
requirements for work in a contaminated environ-
ment.” EPA has to be notified by Dec. 30 of TechCity’s 
interest in performing or financing the work. If the 
owner can’t pay for the work, “please so indicate and 
EPA will then supply you with a list of documentation 
that you will need to submit to EPA.” If the EPA has to 
do some or all the asbestos-removal work, the owner 
could be held to be liable for its costs under law. An 
order of consent expects work to begin in late January 
2020, weather permitting.

EPA’s pressure on TechCity to clean up the asbestos 
contamination may be the last straw for Alan Ginsberg’s 
ambitions. In late September, Pat Ryan had told a Town 
of Ulster meeting that foreclosure proceedings had 
been taken on some of the TechCity parcels because 
Ginsberg hadn’t done his part to address issues at the 
former IBM plant. Ryan promised to use “all the tools 
we have to exert pressure on the ownership there to 
get out of the situation.”

In early November, Ryan announced a county take-
over of two tax-delinquent TechCity properties, though 

not the ones with the polluted piles. He had promised 
that under county government control the site would 
have a positive impact on the county’s future success.

Ginsberg took the county to court on the takeover 
a few days later.

A news release from Ryan’s office stated that “Gins-
berg’s companies ... also owe more than $12 million in 
back school and property taxes on the entire TechCity 
complex.”

Ulster town supervisor Jim Quigley, who also spoke 
at the Wednesday press conference, said EPA’s Dec. 30 
deadline would require TechCity to present not only 
a technical plan but also a financial plan. Ginsberg 
would be responsible for any lack of performance under 
the consent order to which the parties would agree.

Quigley thought Ginsberg would do the work 
the EPA demanded. Ryan showed an image of a 
million-dollar Miami Beach condo Ginsberg owned 
that might be at risk if he walked away from TechCity.     

Quigley worries about the impact on his town of the 
county taking the property off the tax rolls. Declining 
Ulster commercial values have added to the tax bur-
dens of that town’s residential property owners. On 
the other hand, county has the wherewithal to rectify 
the problems in the long term. Quigley predicted 
further foreclosure actions by the county to clarify 
the problems at TechCity.

Piercing the veil
Continued from Page 1

Jimminy Peak
Over 35 Years Experience

Full Chimney Service
Installation of 

Chimneys
Stainless Steel 

Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

845-338-0704

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY
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We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Cake Box 
Bakery/Cafe

Holiday Cookies • Pies 
Cakes • Specialty Desserts
Order your Desserts Today!

8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401 • 845-339-4715
Hours: Tues - Sat: 7A-5P • Sunday: 7A-2P • Closed Monday

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

For all your Fresh Fish and Sea Food Needs

Place your Christmas order 
by Dec. 19th for the

“Feast of the 
Seven Fishes”

Did you know we can fry your fish too?

Specializing in Fresh 
Shrimp Platters

Merry 
Christmas!

654 Broadway, Kingston, NY
(845) 338-5522 • theseadeli.com
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developers to avoid a more detailed years-long vetting 
process. But challenges remain for the controversial 
proposal, including potential legal action over a zon-
ing official’s determination that the project is exempt 
from some rules that guide development in Uptown’s 
Mixed Use Overlay District (MUOD).

The Kingstonian proposal would replace a mu-
nicipal parking lot bounded by North Front Street, 
Schwenk Drive and Fair Street Extension with a new 
building containing 143 apartments, a 400-space 
parking garage and ground-floor retail space. Across 
Fair Street Extension, a brick warehouse would be 
demolished to make way for a 32-unit boutique ho-
tel and additional commercial space. The two sites 
would be connected by an open-air plaza which would 
replace Fair Street Extension. An elevated walkway 
across Schwenk Drive would connect the project to 
Kingston Plaza.

The project was designed in response to a request 
for proposals issued by the city, which has sought to 
redevelop the parking lot site for over a decade. JM 
Development LLC, headed by Kingston Plaza owner 
Brad Jordan and New Windsor-based developer 
Joe Bonura Jr. have lined up $46 million in private 
investment for the project. Another $6.8 million will 
come from state grants.

Since it was unveiled in 2018, the proposal has un-

dergone a series of changes including major changes to 
the look and design of the buildings and the inclusion 
of 13 units of affordable housing. At the direction of the 
planning board, the developers have also carried out 
studies on potential negative environmental impacts 
from the project and how they could be mitigated. 
Among the studies submitted to the board were ex-
aminations of the Kingstonian’s visual impact on the 
surrounding neighborhood as well as its likely impact 
on traffic, sewer and stormwater infrastructure and po-
tential archaeological resources.

But throughout the process 
a small group of activists have 
vigorously campaigned for a 
positive declaration of environ-
mental significance, arguing that 
the project’s size and location in 
the city’s most historic neighbor-
hood merited a more extensive 
examination of possible harm. 
Others have expressed outright 
opposition to the proposal, citing 
concerns that the development of 
market-rate housing in the area 
would accelerate “gentrification” — the displacement 
of existing residents and businesses.

At the Dec. 16 planning board meeting, 

just a handful of opponents were on hand to 
observe the proceedings, which played out 

with little discussion among board members. Board 
Chairman Wayne Platte Jr. said the studies submit-
ted by the developers, the changes to the design and 
the inclusion of affordable housing had allayed his 
concerns about the proposal. Board Member Mary Jo 
Wiltshire cited the proposal’s broad support among 
Uptown business owners and potential to improve two 
underutilized parcels in the neighborhood.

“A new hotel, an open-air plaza and space for new 

businesses is a very positive thing for Uptown Kings-
ton,” said Wiltshire.

With the environmental review complete, the 
planning board’s next task is site plan review, where 
members will examine details of the design and the 
construction process. The Kingstonian will also face 
scrutiny by the Kingston Common Council, which 
will weigh a request by developers to expand the 
Mixed Use Overlay District to cover a small portion 
of the site which is currently located in an adjacent 

commercial zone.

The developers will also have 

to convince the city’s Zoning Board 
of Appeals, and potentially a judge, 

that the Kingstonian belongs in the MUOD 
at all. One legal opinion by a lawyer working 
for the activist group Kingstoncitizens.org 
and another by a lawyer working for real 
estate developer Neil Bender argue that the 
language of the MUOD prohibits new con-
struction in the zone, which was created in 
the early 2000s to promote adaptive reuse of 
existing buildings in Uptown Kingston. Both 

attorneys also argued that the Kingstonian should not 
be exempt from MUOD rules which mandate all new 
residential development in the district include at least 
20 percent affordable housing.

Bender, who owns four properties in the MUOD as 
well as an extensive portfolio of real estate in Manhattan 
and Rhinebeck, has filed an appeal to Kingston Zoning 
Enforcement Officer Eric Kitchen’s determination in 
September that the Kingstonian was permitted in the 
MUOD, and the 20 percent affordable housing rule 
only applied to adaptive reuse, not new construction.

Attorney Victoria Polidoro, arguing on Bender’s 
behalf, wrote that if allowed to stand, Kitchen’s ruling 
would render the city’s zoning code meaningless, en-
courage property owners in the MUOD to demolish 
historic properties to make way for more cost-effec-
tive new construction and place owners of existing 
structures in the district at an unfair disadvantage 
compared with owners of vacant lots. The Zoning 
Board of Appeals is expected to rule on Bender’s mo-
tion early next year.

Clouds parting?
Continued from Page 1

‘A new hotel, an open-
air plaza and space 
for new businesses is 
a very positive thing 
for Uptown Kingston.’
— Mary Jo Wiltshire, 
Kingston planning 
board member
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“To All Our Customers,
Thank You & Happy Holidays!”

ABC PEST 
CONTROL, INC.

MICE CONTROL
ORGANIC YARD SPRAY FOR TICKS!

Locally Owned & Operated 
by Benny the Bugman
290 Fair Street • Kingston, NY

(845) 340-1224 • (845) 656-2575 cell
MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE TERMITE INSPECTION

d 

NY
l

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 
who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and 
backed by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less 
E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 
a member of Westchester Medical Center 

Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member 

of our care team within 30 minutes.  

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 
at HAHV.org/ER30

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. HAHV.org

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.

AUTOMATIC STANDBY
GENERATORS

1-800-542-5552
MainCareEnergy.com

100% Employee-Owned & Locally Operated

• Never Be Without Power Again

• Totally Automatic

• Safe & Reliable

• Built to Last

• More Power & More Confidence

• Financing Available

Trusted Since 1930
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PERFECT LAST MINUTE GIFT!
1 Year for $30!

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT LOCAL!!! 

With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402, go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200
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Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO
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Hugh Reynolds
Of railroads, hats and poison pills

COUNTY BEAT > 19

Sara for Senate
Niccoli begins campaign with Kingston visit

ELECTION 2016 > 3

Close to a roster
Stockade FC approaches fi nal form

SPORTS > 12

SPEND TIMEWISELY
withAlmanacWeekly

Springtime stretch

PHYLLIS McCABE

KINGSTON HIGH LACROSSE PLAYERS do some dynamic stretching last week at a practice at Dietz Stadium.

BUSINESS DOWNTOWNMike P turns to the Rondout

Kingston landlord bullish on Downtown’s residential prospects  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A local real estate devel-

oper who helped usher in 
Midtown Kingston’s revi-
talization by turning long-
vacant factory buildings into 

mixed-use hives of artistic activity says 

he’s turning his attention to a new mar-

ket — and a new neighborhood — as he 

looks to capitalize on the city’s burgeoning 

reputation as a destination for downstate 

residents seeking a more-affordable but 

still-urban environment.Mike Piazza has been a force in 

Kingston real estate since 2002 when he 

bought a 64,000-square-foot former fac-

tory building at 77 Cornell St. in Midtown 

using a now-defunct state tax credit pro-

gram to push down the cost to $9.50 per 

square foot. At the time Piazza, who ran a 

small commercial real estate brokerage in 

Rockland County, was more impressed by 

the building’s price than the surrounding 

neighborhood. After examining the build-

ing from the air in his small plane, Piazza 

landed at Kingston Airport and took a cab 

to Cornell Street.“When I told the driver I was going to 

buy the place he said, ‘You’re crazy, Kings-

ton’s never going to change,’” recalls Piazza. 

Reinvented as “The Shirt Factory” the 

building set the template for what would 

become the 69-year-old Brooklyn native’s 

signature style: commercial space for 

small-scale high-end artisans, mixed with 

artists’ studio space. Big, airy, light-filled 

apartments and live/work lofts designed to 

appeal to the city’s growing creative class.

Piazza got his start in real estate in 

the ’70s and ’80s converting Manhattan’s 

vanishing manufacturing sector in neigh-

borhoods like SoHo and Chelsea into loft 

spaces that would eventually turn blighted 

neighborhoods into glittery international 

hotspots. Piazza learned to recognize the 

potential of old factory buildings, where 

high ceilings and huge windows kept 

the place ventilated and machines and 

workers functioning in an age before air 

conditioning.

LAUREN THOMAS

Mike Piazza.

CITY GOVERNMENTThey made a deal
But particularsof sales tax pactremain shroudedBY JESSE J. SMITHC ity of Kingston and Ul-

ster County officials say 
they’ve reached agreement 
on a new revenue-sharing 
plan, ending a month-long 

standoff over how to dole out $109 million 

in annual sales-tax revenue. Ulster County 

executive Mike Hein and Kingston mayor 

Steve Noble issued a joint press release late 

Friday afternoon touting the agreement.

“We have jointly designed a frame-

work that can both improve services 

for the citizens of the City of Kingston 

and throughout Ulster County through 

multiple shared-service initiatives, and 

resolve any outstanding issues regard-

ing sales-tax distribution,” the statement 

reads. The release didn’t contain details, 

stating only that a proposal would be 

unveiled this week.Kingston Common Council Majority 

Leader Bill Carey said that he was not 

privy to details on the agreement. But he 

expressed confidence this week that the 

deal would leave the city’s budget intact, 

at least for now.“I have complete faith in the mayor 

and I don’t think Mike Hein would do 

anything to make the city desperate,” said 

Carey. “My hope is that [the distribution 

formula] will stay the way it is at least for 

a couple of years to give us time to prepare 

for any changes.” If finalized, the agreement will end the 

city-county spat over a new contract to 

govern sales-tax distribution. Under the 

terms of the five-year agreement which 

expired Feb. 29, the county gets 85.5 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Mayor Steve Noble.

KEEP ON TRUCKIN’
As the end of another decade looms 

(hopefully with more optimistic excitement 
than ominous portent) in the Hudson 
Valley, I can’t help but dwell on something 

I’ve been trying to articulate in this column for some 
time. Diminishing returns can result from the fatigue 
of chasing the dragon of nostalgia or the beating of a 
once-promising-turned-moribund business model or 
unyielding economic theory into the shape of a dead 
horse by applying the same principles to changing 
situations.

On the economic side, consider how the GOP when 
in power loves gaslighting about the fake benefits of 
deregulation and trickle-down myths as the tax bur-
den truly falls on the middle class. And then Dems 
come back around to inevitably be left holding the 
bag to fix psychotically ballooning deficit numbers. 
For another example, the #movetokingstonnow or 
“there’s so much to do” micro-movement (which this 
column has enthusiastically backed at times) that 
helped get the current “eye on Kingston” renaissance 
feeling more red-blooded, can only grow so far until 
affordable-housing concerns and the pricing out of 
locals becomes of necessity a very loud component of 
ongoing gentrification discussions. At the same time, 
we can’t only have both feet in the past. We still need 
to take risks.

This can apply to small-city economic development 
just as much as it can to, say, Hollywood reboots or 

music. We need imagination, 
not always leaping back to our 
comfort zones or biases and 
sucked-dry archetypes. Think 
of how some modern takes 
on familiar stories, from Ava 
DuVernay’s underrated visual 
re-imagining of A Wrinkle 
in Time to the parts of the 
new and very different It: 
Chapter 2 film that worked, 
manage to stretch expec-
tations in new directions, 
while still appealing to the 
essential previous established 
character of a franchise. It 
denotes respect, rather than 
merely capitalizing on mere 
forms. I feel like that attitude 
is needed for Kingston as 
well. No, that does not mean 
CGI-augmented killer clowns 
running around or Oprah as a space witch in Kingston, 
but I am also not against those ideas. May I suggest 
attending Lara Hope and The Ark-Tones with Johnny 
Monster at Keegan Ales this New Year’s Eve for a free 
party that embodies the best creative passion and 
people of Kingston’s past decade but keeps its eyes 
on the future? Wo — I just did suggest it.

In a 2015 Flavorwire article on the very mixed bag 
that is Lana Del Rey, writer Matthew Ismael Ruiz 
mused, “When Carole King and Gerry Goffin wrote 
‘He Hit Me (and It Felt Like a Kiss)’ for Phil Spector 
and The Crystals in the early ’60s, there was a sad, 
authentic beauty to its inspiration: Singer Little Eva, 
who was King and Goffin’s babysitter, was regularly 
beaten by her boyfriend — but she had convinced 
herself that he beat her because he loved her. When 
Lana Del Rey strips that sentiment from its original 
context, fetishizing and romanticizing it, that sadness 
rings hollow. It’s an emoticon, an accessory, something 
that she wears to build her brand.”

I worry that in the rush to keep up with 

the Joneses, so to speak, of real estate trends and 
cultural hype, that we risk losing some of the 

essential character of what already made Kingston 
matter. That isn’t a repulsive Make America Great 
Again compartmentalized sense of nostalgia overlook-
ing prior flaws while centering bigoted patterns. The 
city really struggled in the past and of late there seems 
to be more general hope around town than I have seen 
in years, despite new challenges. Things can always 
develop in new ways and in new, fresh directions. 
The Green Kill’s hosting of Brooklyn’s LCollective of 
musicians of varied cultural backgrounds via Notice 

Recordings comes to 
mind as a cool mixture 
of local and imported 
energies combining in 
a healthy way.

I guess I’d like 
this city to be some-
what like in church 
when you nervously 
do that part where 
they sometimes on 
holidays make you 
turn and greet your 
neighbors — both new 
and old — in faith who 
are perhaps strangers 
(or stranger than you). 
We need to listen to 
one another’s dreams 
and goals while also 
realizing we are going 
to be rubbing elbows 

as a community and ought to also not trample over 
completely what has come before. I guess the closing 
of Two Ravens, which not so long ago was a fresh 
and upcoming new establishment, has me thinking 
on how inevitable change is. You just have to try and 
honestly make the best of it and see what is working 
and adapt if it is not. That also overlooks the fact that 
not everyone has the same goals. 

I lost a lot of friends in recent times to 

various tragedies or just the simple, relentless 
march of time. Wonderful people like Bob Daniels, 

David Beesmer, Tony Amato and other valuable former 
members of this community who will live on in our 
hearts. Whatever you hope the future of our city will 
be and what shape it will take, I hope you remember 
that this life is short and all of our choices and the 
people along the way really do matter. I hope as we 
wrap up this year, when the smoke has cleared, we 
can move forward trying to remain tight-knit and also 
welcoming. Keep that in mind as you feel introspective 
the next few weeks and best of luck to you all dealing 
with the rollercoaster that is the holiday season and 
New Year’s Eve. I’d appreciate that.

KINGSTON AFTER DARK
Morgan Y. Evans

PHOTO PROVIDED

Make your fi rst meaningful act of 2020 rocking out to 

Lara Hope and The Ark-Tones at Keegan’s.

TenBroeck Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing

One Commons Dr., 
Lake Katrine, NY 12499
Phone: (845) 336-6666

Fax: (845) 336-4014

Wishing 
our staff, our 
families and 

the community  
a Happy 
and Healthy
Holiday 
Season!

k C t f

Unique gifts for everyone on your list

Visit our 
glassblowing 

studio & browse 
our gift gallery

Free  
refreshments 

weekends 
through 

December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6; 
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491

for more info: 914.806.3575   Keep it local for the holidays!
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KINGSTON TIMES
EDITORIAL

The case for transparency

I
t would have been needlessly antago-

nistic for me to have told the Ulster 2040 working 
group meeting on the sixth floor of the Ulster 
County office building in Kingston early last 
Thursday afternoon that I’d been thrown out of 

more important meetings than theirs, but I have to 
admit I had been tempted to say that. I would have 
meant my remark in good humor, but I’m not sure it 
would have been received that way. 

What should the need for privacy be in a group 
whose primary goal is, in County Executive Pat Ryan’s 
words in appointing its members back in September, 
“to align and focus the county’s economic, workforce 
and community development investments toward a set 
of targeted focus sectors, and to identify the necessary 
steps to ensure that all county residents will benefit 
from a growing and changing economy?” Sounds like 
a subject for open discussion to me. Why shouldn’t 
government-sponsored discussions of such important 
subjects be completely transparent?

In this Ulster 2040 meeting, the word “comfort-
able” was used a lot. One member of the task force, 
which has been asked to deliver its final report next 
May, said at the meeting last week that she wasn’t 
comfortable with the prospect of a reporter quoting 
what she said. Another worried what might be reported 
if she changed her mind.

An informal discussion ensued until task force 
member Evelyn Wright, who in mid-January will 
become the third deputy county executive in the 
Ryan administration, made a motion asking me to 
leave the room while they discussed the matter of my 
attendance. They expected to take about 15 minutes, 
group facilitator Tim Weidemann said. I left.

As I waited outside the meeting room, Pat Ryan 
appeared. He and I had a short discussion. Ryan was 
letting the task force take the initiative in the align-
ing, focusing and identifying. He deliberately “didn’t 
express too many of his own ideas,” he said. Leading 
from behind, Ryan has so far preferred to let the task 
force come up with recommendations. 

The county exec has a more developed perspective 
of the “set of targeted focus sectors” for which he is 
asking than the members of his task force have yet 
shared. He’s certainly thought about the subject a lot. 
I told him that maybe it was time for him to make his 
own views known. He has a lot of ideas. 

He agreed that Ulster County’s relationship with 
New York City should be an important part of the 
task force’s deliberations. He’s a great fan of workforce 
development.     

I told him I thought that the sessions should be open 
to reporters. On that topic, Ryan was non-committal 
at best, saying he had thought “we struck a good bal-
ance” in terms of public participation. Or lack thereof.

An emissary from the working group emerged 
with the expected news. She told me the task force 

had decided not to let me observe the proceedings.

The evening before, there had been an 

open public meeting in the legislative cham-
bers about Ulster 2040. After a short speech 

of appreciation for their participation by Ryan, the 
attendees had gone through a truncated version of the 
popular SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats) tool that the Ulster 2040 group had gone 
through on Nov. 14. The exercise provided a sense of 
the sharing experience, a sort of SWOT Light.

The 20-person audience, split into three small 
groups, was assigned to list Ulster 
County’s weaknesses on Post-Its. A 
member then read the assembled 
Post-Its aloud to the entire audience, 
and facilitator Weidemann praised 
their offerings and stuck each 
group’s work products on a board. 

Ditto for Ulster County’s 
strengths.

Weidemann said the Post-It con-
tributions would be a useful part of 
the Ulster 2040 process. He thanked 
the participants, and adjourned the 
public meeting. The next one is scheduled for Feb. 5, 
2020, probably at 5:30 p.m. in the same place.

A little recent Ulster County history is 

useful. In 2013, then-county executive Mike 
Hein created a $500,000-a-year Account-

ability, Compliance and Efficiency division within 
the county finance department. Columnist Hugh 
Reynolds at that time described the five-person ACE 
as “a kind of flying financial squad” to ride herd on 
the privatization of the county infirmary and then do 
other things. Though then-county comptroller Elliott 
Auerbach, with whom Hein was feuding, claimed his 
office could do the ACE job just as well for half the 
price, the new division was established.

In mid-2019, new County Executive Pat Ryan 
decided he could improve efficiency in county govern-
ment by dissolving ACE, famously firing its then-head, 

Lisa Cutten. “I saw an opportunity to repurpose an 
existing team, the ACE, that had significant overlap 
with the comptroller’s office,” reporter Jesse Smith 
quoted Ryan as writing. “County taxpayers should not 
have to pay twice for the same service.”

On July 2 Ryan formed an “innovation team” 
headed by director Tim Weidemann, whose extensive 
experience “driving change” would help take county 
government to the next level, said Ryan. In the 2020 
county budget, Weidemann’s team was listed as part 
of the county finance department, which because of 
ACE’s dissolution remained at 28 positions (the de-
partment’s annual payroll dropped $4,000 in 2020 to 
$1,779.428). The innovation director’s annual salary 
is $97,385, and an additional $88,215 is budgeted for 
a deputy director of innovation.     

On Sept. 13 Suzanne Holt, county economic de-
velopment director under Hein, resigned, soon to be 
replaced by workforce director Lisa Berger. Economic 
development became its own department, rather than 
remaining part of the planning department.

Much of Weidemann’s energy in the past half-year 
has been spent on Ulster County’s economic develop-
ment, the most complex and most elusive of Ryan’s 

Big Five goals for 2020. What ACE 
was doing was very different from 
what Weidemann is doing. ACE’s 
coordination was for the most part 
within county government. Weide-
mann’s is more outward-directed 
— county government and beyond.

Ryan thinks that every entity 
involved in Ulster County econom-
ic development should at the very 
least know what the other such 
entities are up to. The county’s 
economic development and in-

novation departments, workforce development, the 
Industrial Development Agency, the county legislature 
committee responsible for economic development, the 
county executive’s office, the Ulster 2040 task force, 
SUNY at Ulster and at New Paltz, the Economic De-
velopment Alliance, the town supervisors and mayors, 
and possibly even private groups such as chambers of 
commerce all have roles to play.

That’s why I think discussions about whether 
meetings should be closed or open are a waste of time. 
Confidentiality obviously has its place in economic 
development, but not at the level of communication, 
goals and policy.

That’s my message, whether delivered inside or 
outside.

CONFIDENTIALITY 
OBVIOUSLY HAS ITS 
PLACE IN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, BUT 
NOT AT THE LEVEL 
OF COMMUNICATION, 
GOALS AND POLICY.

IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

Enjoy Your Holiday With Us!
Reserve your Holiday Party Today!
SPECIAL HOLIDAY MENU
CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS

*
 GIFT CERTIFICATES 

*MAKE GREAT GIFTS

LOCATED AT 33 JOHN STREET, KINGSTON 
www.chopsgrillekingston.com • 845-339-1111

MONDAY - THURSDAY 4:30-9:30  |  FRIDAY 11:30-10
SATURDAY 3-10  |  SUNDAY 4-9

We are available additional hours for private functions and catering

   Largest collection of contemporary crafts 
                     in the Hudson Valley

 

       Four buildings featuring pottery, glass, 
    jewelry, wood, fiber, toys, baskets & more 
                     by over 500 artisans 

          Open: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm 
       Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
       OPEN EVERYDAY  Dec. 13 - Dec.23 
                   (closed Dec 24, 25, 26)  

        Re-open: Dec. 27 through Jan. 20 
      262 Spillway Rd., West Hurley, NY 12491 
      845-331-3859        www. craftspeople.us 

Open 7 Days a Week

DINER - RESTAURANT

Happy Holidays
10% off your meal
with this coupon

Cut out or take a picture of coupon

Gift Certificates 
make the Perfect Gift!

Baking Done on Premises
1071 Ulster Avenue Mall

Kingston NY • (845) 336-6514

Have a Wonderful Holiday Season!
Breakfast • Lunch

Dinner
Great Homemade

Foods!
Catering for any 

Occasion.
Delivery Available

Closed December 24th at 1:00pm
Re-open January 3rd, 2020

90 Old Rt. 9W Port Ewen    (845) 384-6670
RainbowDrive-in.com •  Check out our daily specials!
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County Courthouse, First 
Floor, 285 Wall Street, City 
of Kingston, on January 06, 
2020 at 11:30AM, premises 
known as 6 FRONTIER DRIVE, 
PINE BUSH, NY 12566. All that 
certain plot piece or parcel of 
land, with the buildings and im-
provements erected, situate, 
lying and being in the Town of 
Shawangunk, County of Ulster 
and State of New York, SEC-
TION 98.4, BLOCK 2, LOT 4. 
Approximate amount of judg-
ment $102,157.67 plus inter-
est and costs. Premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of filed Judgment for Index# 
3107-14. REBECCA MILLOU-
RAS-LETTRE, ESQ., Referee 
Gross Polowy, LLC Attorney 
for Plaintiff 1775 Wehrle Drive, 
Suite 100 Williamsville, NY 
14221 66776
LEGAL NOTICE

Index No.: 18-1605
NOTICE OF SALE 
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY 

OF ULSTER
AFFINITY FEDERAL CREDIT 

UNION, Plaintiff,
Against
DONALD E. ROSS, JR., 

a/k/a DONALD ROSS, JR.; 
BURTON GULNICK, JR., ET AL., 
Defendant(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale, duly 
granted 10/25/2019, I, the 
undersigned Referee, will sell 
at public auction, in the Main 
Lobby of Ulster County Court-
house, 285 Wall Street, Kings-
ton, NY 12401 on 1/8/2020 
at 11:00 am, premises known 
as 275 Irish Cape Road, Na-
panoch, New York 12458 
a/k/a 275 Irish Cape Road, 
Wawarsing, New York 12458, 
and described as follows:

ALL that certain plot, piece 
or parcel of land, with the build-
ings and improvements there-
on erected, situate, lying and 
being in the Town of Wawars-
ing, Ulster County, New York, 
Section 83.1, Block 2 and Lot 
42.110.

The approximate amount 
of the current Judgment lien 
is $254,713.24 plus interest 
and costs.  The Premises will 
be sold subject to provisions 
of the aforesaid Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale; Index # 
18-1605

Mari Ann Connolly, Esq., 
Referee.

OFFIT KURMAN, 10 EAST 
40TH STREET, 35TH FLOOR, 
NEW YORK, NY  10016

Dated: 11/12/2019       
PB
LEGAL NOTICE

RUSK MOUNTAIN LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 11/18/2019. Of-
fice in Greene Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail  process to PO Box 37, 
Ashland, NY 12407.  Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 
COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER 
LOANCARE LLC, Plaintiff 
AGAINST THOMAS M. WAD-
SWORTH, et al., Defendant(s) 
Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated October 03, 2019 I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Side Lob-

by of the County Courthouse, 
First Floor, 285 Wall Street, 
City of Kingston, on January 
07, 2020 at 10:00AM, prem-
ises known as 18 BRIARWOOD 
LANE, MARLBORO, NY 12542 
AKA 18 BRIARWOOD LANE, 
MARLBOROUGH, NY 12542. 
All that certain plot piece or 
parcel of land, with the build-
ings and improvements erect-
ed, situate, lying and being in 
the Town of Marlboro, County 
of Ulster and State of New 
York, SECTION 108.4, BLOCK 
9, LOT 9. Approximate amount 
of judgment $259,597.06 plus 
interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to provi-
sions of filed Judgment for 
Index# 2018-4194. REBECCA 
MILLOURAS-LETTRE, ESQ., 
Referee Gross Polowy, LLC At-
torney for Plaintiff 1775 Wehrle 
Drive, Suite 100 Williamsville, 
NY 14221 66702 
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER, TEMPLE VIEW 
CAPITAL FUNDING, LP, Plaintiff, 
vs. KA PROPER MANA LLC, ET 
AL., Defendant(s).

Pursuant to an Order Grant-
ing Final Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale dated October 
30, 2019, I, the undersigned 
Referee will sell at public auc-
tion at the Ulster County Court-
house, Side Lobby, 285 Wall 
Street, Kingston, NY on Janu-
ary 14, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., 
premises known as 31 Coffey 
Place, Kingston, NY. All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land, with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the 
City of Kingston, County of 
Ulster and State of New York, 
Section 48.312, Block 3 and 
Lot 2. Approximate amount of 
judgment is $58,408.75 plus 
interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to provi-
sions of filed Judgment Index 
# 19-1672. 

Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, 
Esq., Referee

Pincus Law Group, PLLC, 
425 RXR Plaza, Uniondale, 
New York 11556, Attorneys 
for Plaintiff
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
(LLC):  NAME: SCRIPTORIUM  
BOOK PACKAGERS, LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/5/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be  served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 
c/o Scriptorium Book Pack-
agers, LLC, 260 Kings Mall 
Court, Suite 101, Kingston, NY 
12401.    Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Company:   
SRG Consulting Associate 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on November 6, 2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY   
has been designated as agent 

LEGAL NOTICE
12 Square Carriage 

House, LLC, Arts. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 11/04/19. Off. 
Loc.: Ulster County, SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: The LLC, 
144 Washington Ave, Sau-
gerties, NY 12477. Purpose: 
to engage in any lawful act. 
 
LEGAL NOTICE

Mt. Pleasant Vista, LLC 
has filed articles of organiza-
tion with the NY Secretary of 
State on November 5, 2019. 
The office is in Ulster Coun-
ty. The NY Secretary of State 
is designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served. 
The address to which the Sec-
retary of State shall forward 
copies of any process is: 18 
Lower Winne Rd., Mt. Tremper, 
NY 12457. The purpose of the 
LLC is any lawful purpose.

Filed by: RYAN, ROACH & 
RYAN LLP
LEGAL NOTICE

FANELLI REALTY LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 11/14/2019. Of-
fice in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 1986 Rt 9W, 
Lake Katrine, NY 12449, which 
is also the principal business 
location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Hudson Riverfront Pres-
ervation, LLC, Arts of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 11/13/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Ms. Gaetana Ciar-
lante, PO Box 592, Glasco, NY 
12432. General Purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Keyland Partners II 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
8/22/2019. Cty: Greene. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to 14 Hayes St., Elmsford, NY 
10523. General Purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC), Name: AREA 241 LLC; 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on Novem-
ber 21, 2019; Office Location: 
241 Hallihans Hill Road, Kings-
ton, New York 12401; Ulster 
County; SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served; 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to Stephen Kursh, 241 
Hallihans Hill Road, Kingston, 
New York 12401; Term: Until 
(Perpetual); Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  Cat-
sHills Holdings LLC

The name of the limited li-
ability company (“LLC”) is Cat-
sHills Holdings LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed 

with NYS Dept. of State on 
11/26/19.  The office of the 
LLC is in Ulster County.  The 
secretary of state has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  The address 
to which the Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess against it is c/o Sharon 
Klein, 34 Alan St, Stone Ridge, 
NY 12484.
LEGAL NOTICE

Machthuis, LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 
11/21/19. Off. Loc.: Ulster 
County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: The LLC, 1 Tomsons 
Rd, Saugerties, NY 12477. 
Purpose: to engage in any law-
ful act.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE 
FOR INDYMAC INDA MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST 2007-AR7 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2007-
AR7,

V.
BETTYANN CICALE A/K/A 

BETTY ANN CICALE, ET AL 
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment of 
Foreclosure dated September 
12, 2017, and entered in the 
Office of the Clerk of the County 
of Ulster, wherein DEUTSCHE 
BANK NATIONAL TRUST COM-
PANY AS TRUSTEE FOR INDY-
MAC INDA MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST 2007-AR7 MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES 
SERIES 2007-AR7 is the Plain-
tiff and BETTYANN CICALE 
A/K/A BETTY ANN CICALE; ET 
AL. are the Defendant(s).  I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on January 8, 2020 
at 10:00 am, premises known 
as 13 LAUREL PARK RD, PINE 
BUSH, NY 12566:  Section 
99.1, Block 1, Lot 9:  

ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN 
THE TOWN OF SHAWANGUNK, 
COUNTY OF ULSTER AND 
STATE OF NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed Judg-
ment Index # 4324/2009. 
Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, Esq. 
- Referee. RAS Boriskin, LLC 
900 Merchants Concourse, 
Suite 310, Westbury, New York 
11590, Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 
COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER 
NEW PENN FINANCIAL, LLC 
D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORT-
GAGE SERVICING, Plaintiff 
AGAINST WAYNE KOLMEL, 
MARGARIETTA KOLMEL, et 
al., Defendant(s) Pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale duly dated September 
25, 2019 I, the undersigned 
Referee will sell at public auc-
tion at the Side Lobby of the 

of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 

SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Steven Gilroy 600 
County Route 2 Accord, NY 
12404.   Purpose: Any law-
ful  acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER, ULSTER SAV-
INGS BANK, Plaintiff, vs. AL-
BERT FREER, AS HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE 
OF ORA FREER A/K/A ORA G. 
FREER, ET AL., Defendant(s). 
Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale duly 
filed on 11/21/2019, I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell 
at public auction at the Ulster 
County Courthouse, side lobby, 
285 Wall Street, Kingston, NY 
12401, on January 22, 2020 
at 10:00 a.m., premises known 
as 302 East Chester Street, 
Kingston, NY 12401.  All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land, situate, lying and being 
in the City of Kingston, County 
of ULSTER and State of New 
York, known and designated as 
Section: 48.83;  Block: 2; and 
Lot: 20, will be sold subject to 
provisions of filed Judgment In-
dex # 19-1116.

Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, 
Esq., Referee

We are a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt.  Any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

Terenzi & Confusione, P.C., 
401 Franklin Avenue, Suite 
300, Garden City, NY 11530, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

U.S. BANK NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
ASSET BACKED SECURITIES 
CORPORATION HOME EQUITY 
LOAN TRUST, SERIES OOMC 
2006-HE3, ASSET BACKED 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES OOMC 2006-
HE3,

V.
RICHARD A. KLEIN A/K/A 

RICHARD KLEIN, ET AL.
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated April 05, 
2019, and entered in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the County 
of Ulster, wherein U.S. BANK 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR ASSET BACKED 
SECURITIES CORPORATION 
HOME EQUITY LOAN TRUST, 
SERIES OOMC 2006-HE3, AS-
SET BACKED PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES OOMC 
2006-HE3 is the Plaintiff and 
RICHARD A. KLEIN A/K/A 
RICHARD KLEIN, ET AL. are 
the Defendant(s). I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on January 22, 2020 
at 10:00 AM, premises known 
as 189 HASBROUCK AVENUE, 
PORT EWEN AKA ESOPUS, NY 
12466-5008: Section 56.59, 
Block 05, Lot 04:  

ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, 

WITH THE BUILDINGS, AND 
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING 
AND BEING IN THE TOWN OF 
ESOPUS, COUNTY OF ULSTER 
AND STATE OF NEW YORK

Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment 
Index # 2727/16. Kenneth D. 
Gilligan, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC 
AUCTION Supreme Court of 
New York, ULSTER County. 
US BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION AS LEGAL TITLE 
TRUSTEE FOR TRUMAN 2016 
SC6 TITLE TRUST, Plaintiff, 
-against- ROBERT J. MEYER; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW OF 
THE ESTATE OF MICHELLE 
CELLI, DECEASED, NEXT-
OF-KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EX-
ECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, 
TRUSTEES, DEVISEES, LEGA-
TEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, AND SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST AND GEN-
ERALLY ALL PERSONS HAVING 
OR CLAIMING UNDER, BY OR 
THROUGH SAID DEFENDANT 
WHO IS DECEASED, BY PUR-
CHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN 
OR OTHERWISE, ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE, AND INTEREST IN AND 
TO THE REAL PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT; 
NEW YORK STATE DEPART-
MENT OF TAXATION AND FI-
NANCE; UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA O/B/O INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE; DAPHNE 
CELLI; MANDI MEYERS, Index 
No. 383/2017. Pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale duly dated, October 28, 
2019 and entered with the 
Ulster County Clerk on Novem-
ber 8, 2019, Rebecca Millou-
ras-Lettre, Esq., the Appointed 
Referee, will sell the premises 
known as 11 Garden Circle, 
Saugerties, New York 12477 
at public auction at the Ulster 
County Courthouse, 285 Wall 
Street, Kingston, New York 
12401, on January 22, 2020 
at 9:30 A.M. All that certain 
plot, piece or parcel of land, 
situate, lying and being in the 
Town of Saugerties, County of 
Ulster and State of New York 
known as Section: 29.5; Block: 
2; Lot: 26 will be sold subject 
to the provisions of filed Judg-
ment, Index No. 383/2017. 
The approximate amount of 
judgment is $408,159.91 plus 
interest and costs. FRIEDMAN 
VARTOLO LLP 85 Broad Street, 
Suite 501, New York, New York 
10004, Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

Master Gardening LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
12/13/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to PO Box 244, Accord, NY 
12404. General Purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Tigershark Aquatics LLC. 
Filed 7/26/19. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 
6 Orchard St, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: General.

LEGAL NOTICES

KHS boys basketball loss-free so far

The Kingston High School varsity 

boys basketball team are a perfect 4-0 on 
the season after a pair of wins against tough 
opponents last week.

On Saturday, the Tigers shot the lights out at non-
league Poughkeepsie, sinking 13 shots from behind the 
3-point line in a 79-69 win. Brady Short led Kingston 
with 29 points, 18 of which came from downtown, along 

with five assists. Dylan Perry scored all but two of his 
17 points from behind the arc, Shy-quan Royal tallied 
21 points, 11 rebounds, six assists and three steals, and 
Clayton Patillo added nine points and a pair of assists. 

Revolution Garriga (14 points), Zoccai Curtis (13 
points) and Ali Harrell (12 points) led the Pioneers 
in a losing effort.

The teams were knotted at 20-20 after the first 

quarter, and the Tigers led just 39-38 at halftime. But 
Kingston’s tight defense and electrifying offense took 
over in the second half, including an overwhelming 
six-trey three-minute stretch in the third quarter.

Two nights earlier, the Tigers won an even more cru-
cial game, this time on their home court in the Kate Wal-
ton Field House against Orange County Interscholastic 
Athletic Association opponent Middletown. The Tigers 
trailed by nine early in the second quarter before Head 
Coach Ron Kelder went with a five-guard lineup, which 
outscored Middletown 35-20 over the rest of the game. 
Middletown actually led 41-38 late in the third quarter 
before the Tigers put together a torrid 16-0 stretch.

Royal (14 points, 10 rebounds, three blocks) did 
most of his damage in the first half before sitting long 
stretches with foul trouble, but the Tigers shared the 
wealth on their way to the win. Patillo (14 points), 
Short (nine points, four assists, three steals), Ameer 
Rolle (eight points) and ShaCorey Jones (seven points) 
contributed throughout. Kingston converted 25-of-38 
free throws to help their cause. 

Arthur Harris (14 points) and Machi Plummer (11 
points) led the Middies.

The Tigers headed to Pine Bush for OCIAA action 
on Wednesday, Dec. 18 after the Kingston Times went 
to press. The Tigers stay on the road when they visit 
crossover opponent Valley Central on Friday, Dec. 20, 
before returning home to take on non-league Warwick 
on Monday, Dec. 23.

CRISPIN KOTT

SPORTS

If you wish to obtain medical records please call 845-338-4777  

by December 31, 2019. 

You may also obtain records from the office of your surgeon and primary care doctor.

After December 31, 2019 you may obtain records by calling 845-339-5285  
for medical records retention. 

Thank you for choosing Kingston Ambulatory Surgical Center for your medical care.

Kingston Ambulatory Surgical Center is closed
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OPINION

I’m done choosing silence  
I 

am one of the unnamed women in the 

Hector Rodriguez investigation.
In 2006, I was appointed the first woman 

chair of the Ulster County Industrial Devel-
opment Agency. I reported to the legislature 

through Hector Rodriguez, who chaired the economic 
development committee. He initially vetted my ap-
pointment. Ever since, he has reminded me that my 
success was tied to him. His words: “Just remember 
in your memoirs to blame me for getting you into 
government.”

My IDA tenure was controversial. We instituted 
new clawback provisions and wage requirements. As 
a county legislator, Hector Rodriguez took an active 
role with regard to IDA policy and press.

During this time period, legislator Rodriguez regu-
larly did and said inappropriate things without solici-
tation or encouragement. Some of 
his comments and physical actions 
were too self-identifying to be pub-
lished in the investigative report 
to the legislature. He once forced 
an unwelcome kiss and would 
often joke about the possibility of 
becoming part of my “family” via 
his “relationship” with me.

I was a political newcomer, a 
mother and an attorney, and that 
time working with Legislator 
Rodriguez was one of the most challenging periods 
of my life.

When I went to work for the county executive 
as the head of economic development, a new policy 
limited county staff contact with legislators, keeping 
me from regular, but not all, contact with legislator 
Rodriguez. His behavior and comments continued to 
be inappropriate. For example, while Facebook mes-
saging about aligning my salary with other regional 
economic developers by legislative budget amendment, 
he proposed we get a hotel room together. He retreated, 
as he often did, passing it off as a joke.

To be clear, my conventional experience of sexual 
harassment at Ulster County was not unlike my profes-
sional time in every other workplace setting, including 
my first software development job in college, the New 
York State Legislature, Harvard University, Ropes & 
Gray, and others. Women paid the toll of workplace 
sexual harassment: unwanted touching, innuendo 
and lewd comments.

It was just the way things were, so I didn’t particu-
larly take note. My coping mechanisms were to cajole, 
deflect and laugh it off. Every one of these workplaces 
lacked obvious and trustworthy procedures by which 
to obtain redress.  

What was clear, and has come into much sharper 
focus over the last two years, is that coming forward 
about sexually inappropriate behavior will damage 
one’s career and life. Yet, recently, we have also seen 
a change in the cultural milieu surrounding these 
issues.  It’s only now seeing it through the eyes of the 
next generation of women that I even have the strength 
and determination to come forward.

In 2013, I left county service for the private nonprof-
it sector. Legislator Rodriguez continued to instigate 
contact, seeking more time or attention often couched 
within a request for information about economic 
development. He would say unwelcome things like, 
“Don’t you still love me?”

Last winter, when the news broke that legislator 
Rodriguez would not be considered for chair of the 
legislature because of inappropriate behavior, I was 
called by a local reporter. I decided at that time to not 
go on the record. Instead, I called Legislator Rodri-

guez and spoke to him directly about the harm that 
he had inflicted.

I brought him specific examples. He apologized 
many times. I wanted him to know exactly what he 
had done and why it was so damaging. It was a very 
difficult conversation. He asked me what he could do to 
address it, and I told him he needed to be a role model 
and step up to show a new, different way for men to 
address these issues. He hasn’t been able to do that.

During my campaign for county comptrol-

ler I prayed the story of legislator Rodriguez’s be-
havior would not break with my name involved. 

I faced a barrage of daily questions and newspaper 
headlines about him while I made appearances at 
events all over Ulster County. People wanted to know 
what I thought. I deflected, laughed, avoided, hid 

behind my running mates and 
other brave women who spoke 
out. And, I seethed.

Additionally, dealing with 
so-called progressive allies pre-
sented its own set of challenges. 
One woman approached me at a 
community festival demanding 
to know why I “forgave” Hector 
Rodriguez. I could not discuss it 
then and there. On social media 
women lambasted me and others 

who did not publicly call for his resignation.
As we approached the end of the campaign season 

I found myself in an even more complex conundrum. 
While the legislature considered censuring Legislator 
Rodriguez, I dodged questions and invitations to sign 
petitions and speak out on his censure.

Right after my election, the legislature was finaliz-
ing the 2020 county budget. The salaries of six county 
employees were dependent on my budget requests. 
And, the hard, honest truth is that I continued to stay 
silent because I needed Legislator Rodriguez’s vote.  

A few days before the vote I asked all legislators, 
including Legislator Rodriguez, to please support the 
amendments that I deemed absolutely necessary to 
fully fund the comptroller’s office. Legislator Rodriguez 
called me immediately, and we discussed the budget. 
He offered support for the amendments. He also asked 
me if the investigators had spoken to me, and I told 
him I couldn’t answer that. He apologized again. 

The Democratic legislative majority hangs on a one-
vote margin. One Democratic legislator had personal 
recusal, while another would not be able to attend the 
vote. This made Legislator Rodriguez’s vote critical. 
When seeking legislative action, every vote matters. 
Thus, Legislator Rodriguez continued to have a direct 
impact on my ability to do my job, even after I was 
elected and going forward in 2020.

Had the legislature moved for swifter action or 
had legislator Rodriguez resigned earlier this year 
he could have been replaced, but the delays demon-
strated a glaring absence of policy and a severe lack 
of understanding about sexual harassment’s illegality 
and harms (including liability when cases are known). 
There was no clear process, and no path for a legis-
lator’s removal. Thus, I still had to count votes, and a 
resignation at this late date would have cost a major-
ity vote and hurt my ability to get the vitally needed 
comptroller’s budget amendments passed.

Under intense and direct questioning, I have found 
myself, as a woman campaigning for public office, 
unable to speak of my experiences with Legislator 
Rodriguez. All year, I have been disempowered from 
weighing in on the grave need for actionable sexual 
harassment policy because of a concern for how my 

statements would impact my ability to effectively do my 
job. In this last instance, I chose silence in order to fight 
for adequate compensation of the comptroller’s staff. 

[DROP CAP] I am done being silent. More than a 
few of my advisors have cautioned me that I risk my 
reputation by admitting I traded acquiescence for the 
comptroller’s budget. 

That, actually, is the whole point. For too long 
women have had to make horrible tradeoffs in silence. 
By speaking out I hope to effect change. Continuing 
to hide, to cover up, to edit out the names, times and 
places perpetuates the system. Moreover, criticizing 
women who do come forward for the timing and meth-
ods of disclosures is victim-blaming that perpetuates 
harassment and continues to silence women.

Speaking out now will tie me to Hector Rodriguez’s 
name in the headlines forever but at least it is by the 
stroke of my own pen and the sound of my own voice. It 
is a worthy burden if it removes the barrier preventing 
so many women from doing our best work.

The Ulster County Legislature must adopt policy 
that addresses sexual harassment and a code of con-
duct that sets expectations for appropriate behavior 
between county legislators and those with whom they 
work including unpaid volunteers and constituents.

Let my experience be an example to all on why clear 
policies and swift action are so necessary. Let us not 
just adopt but follow good strong sexual harassment 
policies for every workplace, especially those reliant on 
public trust or engaged in public service. Let us find 
a way to salvage the best parts of the people involved 
while we also ensure prevention and justice. And final-
ly, let us have the strength to take quick and decisive 
action when needed so no person has to remain silent 
to do good work.

March Gallagher is comptroller-elect of Ulster County.

COMMENTARY
March Gallagher

For too long women 
have had to make 
horrible tradeoff s in 
silence. By speaking out 
I hope to eff ect change.

LETTER
Ulster residents 
want full-time jobs

There is serious lack of full-time middle-class 
jobs in Kingston and Ulster County. A recent Marist 
College study indicates that 74 percent of Ulster 
residents commute outside the area for their jobs. 
My opinion is that Kingston and Ulster County have 
developed a reputation of being less friendly to new 
businesses and developers than other area counties 
(i.e., Orange and Dutchess). If we want more serious 
consideration from outside developers and busi-
nesses, we Kingston/Ulster County residents must 
be much more vocal about demanding much more 
“business-friendly” political leaders. Both Pat Ryan 
and Steve Noble need to use every opportunity to 
mention that both Ulster County and Kingston are 
ready to welcome and help new businesses that will 
create more full-time middle-class jobs. I suggest 
a joint middle-class jobs marketing campaign for 
Kingston and Ulster County. Let’s ask Pat Ryan and 
Steve Noble for a reply to this suggestion.

Ralph Mitchell

Kingston
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