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No dumping 
here
Police finally shut down Karolys’ C&D debris operation

O n Thursday, Dec. 12 a fast-ap-

proaching Mack truck cut through 
the early-morning hush of Route 212 
in the Town of Saugerties, just a few 
minutes away from depositing another 

load of construction and demolition debris at Joe 
Karolys’ dump.

But after 10 months of court-ordered inaction 
in enforcing the numerous stop-work orders issued 
to Karolys, this morning there was action.

Looking a little like a matador facing down an 
angry bull, Sheriff Juan Figueroa stepped out into 
212 and stopped the truck.

“Anybody who gets caught dumping here will 
get arrested and their truck impounded, do we un-
derstand each other?” said Saugerties Police Chief 
Joe Sinagra to the driver before ordering him out 
of the vehicle. A state trooper began weighing each 
axle of the vehicle; eight other police cars, lights 
flashing, dotted Route 212. An officer directed 
traffic on 212; one driver rolled down his window, 

pumped his fist in the air and whooped. Another 
truck from the same outfit arrived and was flagged 
down soon after the first.

What made this scene possible was state 
Supreme Court Judge Richard Mott issuing his 
decision on Dec. 6, allowing the town to enforce 
the stop work-orders on Karolys’ properties that’d 
been stayed after Karolys filed an Article 78 pro-
ceeding challenging the orders’ validity. While town 
officials had wanted for the better part of a year to 
close Karolys’ dumps, they waited to give police 
the go-ahead until the decision was filed with the 
court clerk and served to Karolys’ lawyer, Melvin 
T. Higgins. Officials learned that Higgins received 
the decision at about 5 p.m. on Dec. 11.

“I’m actually surprised to see trucks show up,” 
said Sinagra as a state trooper began weighing the 
vehicle. “I thought Mr. Karolys was smarter than 
this.”

The material from the first truck, like many before 
it, came from a demolition site in New York City. 
Raymundo Morales, 53, said that Karolys never 
warned his hauling company, J&D Carrying and 
Construction Co. of Richmond Hill, that there 
might be a problem at the end of the line. Morales’ 
truck was 212 percent overweight, according to a 
state trooper at the scene. Moreover, police found 
Morales was carrying a Florida driver’s license that 
had been suspended after a DWI. He was arraigned 

doug freese

For Cecilia
Cecilia’s Army hosted the  Cecilia Sauer 5K Santa Fun Run/Walk Saturday, December 14 at Cantine Field attracting these costumed 
participants. The funds raised from this event will be donated to Cecilia Sauer and family. Cecilia is a beautiful 4-year-old child who is bravely 
battling leukemia.

christina coulter

Police enforce stop-work orders on Thursday, Dec. 
12 at Joe Karolys’ Route 212 residence/C&D debris 
dump.
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Felonies and expectoration
Saugerties police said 35-year-old Saugerties 

resident Cesar J. Infante was “highly intoxicated and 
abusive toward officers” on the evening of Dec. 15, 
allegedly spitting in the face of an officer at police 
headquarters after he had crashed his vehicle in 
the area of 67 Sparling Road.

According to police, Infante’s license had been 
revoked due to a previous DWI conviction, and he 
had 13 active suspensions on that license. After 
crashing into a ditch, police said Infante drove his 
damaged vehicle into a nearby field.

Police said Infante refused to submit to a chem-
ical test, which resulted in a felony charge against 
him. He also accrued the misdemeanor charges 
of second-degree harassment and second-degree 
obstruction of governmental administration, in 
addition to the felony of first-degree unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle.

2019 crime stats
Felony crime is down 41 percent in Saugerties 

from last year, but narcotics-related crimes are up 
76 percent, according to Saugerties Police Depart-
ment data.

These statistics were drawn from a comparison 
of crime data from 2018, barring the month of 
December, and crime data obtained between Jan-
uary and November of this year. According to the 
department, non-felony crimes have increased by 
12 percent, opened detective cases have increased 
by 43 percent and warrants issued by the town and 
village courts have increased by 20 percent. Pedes-
trians struck by cars have increased by 500 percent, 
from one instance in 2018 to six this year. Saugerties 
Police Chief Sinagra said that “this means back to 
more aggressive pedestrian safety details in 2020.”

- Compiled by Christina Coulter
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From the arrest logs of local law enforcement 
agencies. The accused are innocent until 
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Kevin Gerard Kraft
Kevin Gerard Kraft, 55, of Cooperstown NY, chose to end his life on December 12, 2019. He lived with intensity, honesty, 
and purpose. He lived his life on his terms, accomplished great things and touched the lives of many. In the end, battling 
with depression, he decided his time had come.
Kevin graduated from Saugerties High School as class president. He then went on to further his education by earning 
his certification as a professional chef from SUNY Cobleskill. He also earned his BA in American History from SUNY 
Oneonta and a MA in Modern American History from Syracuse University.  He was working toward completion of his 
PhD when he joined the Marines, where he held the rank of Captain.  Kevin’s deployments included Kuwait, Iraq, the 
demilitarized zone in Korea, and Somalia.  His love and experiences as a Marine shaped him for the rest of his life. Kevin 
owned a real estate firm in Southern California, then founded Valley Brook Farm in Cooperstown, NY and later he 
founded BlastKraft, LLC.
A driven and athletic man, Kevin competed in four Ironman Triathlons completing two, a 4,000 mile Trans-America 
bicycle tour from California to Washington, DC , a mountain bicycle tour in the People’s Republic of China, and multiple 
weight-lifting competitions.
Generous and kind, Kevin rescued, fostered, and helped find forever homes for over 100 basset hounds. He was a prob-
lem-solver and always ready to help others. Countless people turned to him for practical and other kinds of support.
Kevin is survived by his wife Amber, to whom he was devoted.  He leaves behind his father Robert “Bob” Kraft and his 
step-mom Mickey Kraft, his mother Judith Kraft, brother Christopher Kraft, sister Kelly Meyer, step-sister Cheri Beber-
wyk, as well as their families, and also his best friend and cousin Bill Gerard, his extended family, as well as many caring 
friends.
A private memorial service will be held at the convenience of the family.
He will be deeply missed. 
In lieu of flowers, please express your sympathy by making a contribution to ABC Basset Hound Rescue (PO Box 272, 
Buffalo, NY 14225, www.nybasset.org) or Stop Soldier Suicide (PO Box 110605, Durham, NC 27709, www.stopsoldier-
suicide.org). 
To offer condolences to the family, please visit: www.grummonsfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements are by the Lester R. Grummons Funeral Home, Oneonta.

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
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No Dumping Here
continued from page 1

in town court and sent to Ulster County Jail in lieu 
of $2,000 bail.

“I got pulled over,” said Morales on the phone be-
fore transitioning into Spanish — shortly afterwards 
he was cuffed and brought to police headquarters. 
Another truck from the same outfit was turned away 
by police; sources told the Saugerties Times that 
several 18-wheelers were seen getting back on the 
Thruway, perhaps because they had been warned 
by their colleagues. Sinagra said the impounded 
truck has numerous violations, and could rack up 
a $50,000 fine for the company.

He and Figueroa walked together to Karolys’ 
front door and waited; no one answered.

“We’re not picking on Mr. Karolys,” said Sinagra. 
“Rather than hide and wait to arrest drivers, we are 
showing Mr. Karolys that he can’t dump anymore. 
If we were being vindictive, we could have waited 
until the first truck dumped and arrested everybody.”

According to neighbors, Karolys has accepted 
over 10 18-wheelers full of construction and dem-
olition waste per day since at least March — ac-
cording to The Trucker’s Report, an 18-wheeler can 
accommodate 80,000 pounds, or 40 tons per load.

A long legal road
Since Karolys began operation, neighbors have 

been concerned that toxins contained in the C&D 
debris, collected from areas of Long Island and 
New York City and deposited on the sites, could 
get into their drinking water.  Despite stop-work 
orders issued by the town, the county and the DEC 
— along with court-ordered test results conducted 
by the DEC indicating the presence of unsafe levels 
of heavy metals and pesticides like DDT — Karolys 
had continued to receive material ceaselessly until 
last week. The May DEC raid of Karolys’ Route 
212 property (during which Karolys exposed his 
buttocks to a Daily Freeman reporter) uncovered 
39 alleged violations of clean water and solid waste 
disposal laws at the Route 212 site.

“The [municipal code] prohibits the use of any 
lands other than the town of Saugerties transfer 
station for the dumping of, among other things, 
C&D or the operation of a C&D debris processing 
facility without a special permit,” wrote Mott in 
his 11-page decision. “[Karolys has] never applied 
for nor obtained a special permit as required … 
[and] failed to establish a likelihood of success on 
the merits.”

The entire Article 78 proceeding, which spanned 
10 sessions over 20 hours, was “rendered moot by 

the April 19, 2019 decision of the [Saugerties Zoning 
Board of Appeals] on the issues of land use pertain-
ing to Route 212 and the certificates of imminent 
peril [issued by town building inspector Alvah 
Weeks].” Mott also attributed the fact that Karol-
ys’ counsel failed to establish any “immediate and 
irreparable injury, loss or damage” to his decision.

“If we impound it, we should definitely take sam-
ples,” said Mike Ferraro, Karolys’ neighbor. Town 
Supervisor Fred Costello Jr. confirmed that the town 
intends to test the material from the seized truck.

Promise made, promise kept
Ferraro has monitored the site since 2016, often 

with video surveillance equipment. In response, 
Karolys formed a wall that obscured part of Ferraro’s 
vantage from a portion of the material.

“He said, ‘Don’t go causing trouble,’” recalled 
Ferraro of his first, and so far only, face-to-face 
confrontation with Karolys. “And I said, ‘I’m not 

going to cause any trouble, Joe. I’m going to shut 
you down.’”

Minutes before a flurry of activity and police 
vehicles splayed themselves out on the Karolys 
property Thursday morning, Rachel Karolys and her 
two children got into an idling black pickup truck 
and left the property quietly. At approximately 8:45 
a.m., Karolys and two men drove onto the property, 
eking past a police car that only partially blocked 
the driveway. He drove to the back of his property 
and went inside, not to re-emerge that morning.

“I thought once the building department pointed 
out that he needed to go to the planning board and that 
he was operating outside of his DEC permit he would 
stop,” said Costello in retrospect. “I never expected 
we would have to go through a 10-month legal fight.”

Figueroa said that the sheriff ’s department would 
assist in the monitoring of the sites for an undeter-
mined amount of time and “give the [Saugerties 
Police Department] whatever they need.”

A representative from the DEC said Dec. 13 that 
attempts to negotiate a consent order, where fines 
are leveraged in exchange for a pledge from Karolys 
to properly remove the waste from the sites, had 
been unsuccessful.

“DEC put Karolys on notice that his properties 
are in violation of the state’s solid waste and storm-
water regulations, and DEC directed Karolys to 
immediately begin removing the solid waste and 
dispose of it properly at a legal facility,” wrote DEC 
spokesperson Maureen Wren in an email. “He has 
not complied, and DEC submitted the referral to the 
Office of the Attorney General on August 5, 2019.”

Ferraro said that a representative from the state 
Attorney General’s Office had come to check out 
the site periodically over the last few weeks but the 
office did not respond to a request for comment.

Other local officials joined the chorus of happi-
ness over the closure. County Legislator Joe Maloney 
Jr., along with Legislator Laura Petit, sponsored 
and got passed a new law banning in Ulster the 
dumping of C&D and related materials which come 
from outside the county. “This isn’t the only site in 
the county, but it should be the last,” Maloney said.

“[Karolys’] reckless actions have threatened the 
health and public safety of the residents of Sau-
gerties,” said County Executive Pat Ryan. “Ulster 
County will not now or ever tolerate dumping and 
those who wish to pollute our county.”

- Christina Coulter

‘I’m actually surprised 
to see trucks show up. I 

thought Mr. Karolys was 
smarter than this.’  
- Chief Joe Sinagra
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Christmas Eve
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Rev. Dr. Renee House
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Traffic light 
wanted
Town trying to get state to fully signalize tricky intersection 
by southbound Thruway exit

C oncerned Saugerties town offi-

cials are drafting a letter urging the 
Department of Transportation to install 
a tri-color traffic light at the intersec-
tion of the southbound Thruway Exit 

and Route 32, across from Winston Farms. The 
already-dangerous intersection is bound to become 
more treacherous, said officials at a Dec. 11 town 
board meeting, when the Thruway Authority shifts 
to a cashless tolling system — the removal of the 
toll plaza, which slows incoming traffic, is already 
underway.

According to Highway Superintendent Doug 
Myer, “hundreds of accidents” have taken place 
there over the years.

“[Write] as stern of a letter as you feel com-
fortable with to whomever needs to hear it that 

we don’t want on-the-shelf votes,” said Myer to the 
town board when the intersection was discussed.

According to the Washington State Department 
of Transportation website (the New York State 
DOT site did not have comparable figures to cite), 
it costs taxpayers between $250,000 to $500,000 
to purchase and install a traffic signal; electric bills 
and routine maintenance amount to about $8,000 
a year. The New York DOT reports that they receive 
over 1,000 traffic signal requests per year — once 
a request is received, the request receives a case 
number, an engineer is assigned to the particular 
site and traffic conditions are documented. A 2007 
study, “Saugerties Area Mobility Analysis,” con-
ducted by the Thruway Authority, DOT, the Ulster 
County Planning Board, town and village officials, 
representatives from CSX and other shareholders, 

suggested that a roundabout be installed at the site 
to lessen the frequency of accidents, and called the 
area “under-signaled.” As of 2007, the intersection 
was considered the highest trafficked site in the 
town with an average of over 9,000 vehicles per day.

According to town board member Leeanne 
Thornton, the Saugerties Transportation Advisory 
Council invited representatives from the DOT and 
the Thruway Authority to its meeting earlier this 
month to discuss possible solutions to prevent 
future accidents. Thornton said that both repre-
sentatives agreed that “more studies need[ed] to 
be conducted.”

“It’s just a delay tactic,” she said at the meeting. 
“You could just tell that everyone was patting each 
other on the back.”

Although the board sent letters to the Thruway 
Authority and the DOT in April, Town Supervisor 
Fred Costello Jr. said that they intend to do so again. 
“It would be good to remind them what needs to 
be done.”

As of April, according to a resolution that the 
board passed previously, there were 25 accidents 
at the intersection in the last five and a half years.

“[We should] see if [County Executive Pat Ryan] 
could throw some weight behind this,” said town 
board member John Schoonmaker. “He’s been very 
proactive and very vocal on a lot of issues.”

- Christina Coulter
 

No hate here, please
Town board adopts resolution condemning hate speech, symbols

A resolution condemning hate 

speech was passed unanimously by 
the Saugerties town council on Dec. 
11. The measure was brought forth 
in response to several neighbors in 

Malden who say they were offended by their neigh-
bor’s flying a Confederate flag.

“An ad hoc group of friends and neighbors came 
together to discuss what we could do to counter 
hateful rhetoric we have seen popping up in Sau-
gerties,” said Maldenite Isabel Soffer, who helped 
write the resolution. “We thought that presenting 
a resolution to the town board, and its passing, 
would be a very good start and could help to get 
conversations started around issues of hate speech 
and how it should be handled. For those involved 
— from residents who have lived in Saugerties for 

decades to newcomers
— there is an overwhelming love for this town 

that is deeply evident, and a belief that we must 
counter hate in all forms with education and con-
versation.”

Sofer said the resolution was influenced by sim-
ilar resolutions passed by other communities and 
six people contributed to its authoring.

“We are saddened by hateful rhetoric and sym-
bols of hate against immigrants, people of color and 
people of varied ethnicity, race, religion, gender, 
gender identification or political views,” reads the 
resolution. “The Town of Saugerties denounces 
hateful speech and violent action directed at any 
individual or group ... the Town of Saugerties Town 
Board reaffirms the value of a pluralistic society and 
the inalienable right of every person to live without 

fear and to assert that hate has no home here and 
moves to adopt this resolution.”

Saugerties joins a slew of other legislative bodies 
nationwide who have taken similar measures, in-
cluding those in Gardiner, Albany, Portland, Ore., 
Charlotte, N.C. and the entire United States House 
of Representatives.

“I’m one of the citizens that is obliged to drive by 
a Confederate flag every day to get to my house. I 
want to simply attest that I am offended by it. I can 
add that I was born south of the Mason-Dixon Line,” 
said resident Charles Potter during public comment. 
… I’m a very very strong partisan of free speech, 
otherwise I wouldn’t get up and speak to you like 
this, but I do take it seriously. I think we understand 
that free speech that is offensive to citizens can be 
controlled. If I were to fly a pornographic flag out 
of my house, I think I would be told to desist.”

Town Supervisor Fred Costello Jr. supported the 
resolution, provided that language condemning cer-
tain symbols, like the Confederate flag, be removed 
from the wording of the resolution.

“We started this meeting by pledging our alle-
giance to our flag. That symbolizes the freedoms 
we enjoy,” he said. “There are people who live in 
our borders who see that flag differently, as a tool 
of colonialism ... if they can do that to our flag, we 
can do it toward any particular symbol. This is 
reminding the town that this kind of behavior is 
inappropriate.”

- Christina Coulter

 

ACCIDENT AND INJURY ATTORNEYS
Michael E. Catalinotto • Michael E. Catalinotto, Jr.

Adam T. Mandell

Representing Victims of Accidental Injury or
Death in the Saugerties Community for Over 50 years

CALL TODAY 246-3668
3154 Route 9W, Saugerties NY 12477 • www.maynardinjurylaw.com

Maynard, O’Connor, Smith & Catalinotto, LLP

Help keep 
local journalism 

strong



saugerties times Dec.  19 ,  2019  •  5

ONE...TWO...THREE...
In DA’s race, Kavanagh exercises right for a recount; charges of politics fly

By Jesse J. Smith

M ike Kavanagh could become 

Ulster County’s ranking law en-
forcement official on Jan. 1. But, 
barring an unprecedented failure in 
the county’s elections infrastructure, 

his tenure will be very short.
Kavanagh, a Republican, currently serves as chief 

assistant district attorney under outgoing DA Holly 
Carnright. On Tuesday, December 17, Kavanagh said 
that he would not waive his right to a full recount 
of every ballot, and would let the process play out. 
Should the recount of the 53,626 ballots stretch 
on into the new year, Kavanagh, as chief assistant, 
would begin 2020 as acting district attorney.

Kavanagh faced veteran litigation attorney Dave 
Clegg, a Democrat, in the hotly contested race for 
the DA’s post. Election Night ended with Kavanagh 
ahead by three votes out of more than 50,000 cast, 
setting up a weeks-long process of counting absentee 
and affidavit ballots, and awaiting a judge’s ruling 
on hundreds of challenged votes.

That process ended on Dec. 11 with Clegg up 
by 77 votes, later bumped up to 79 when two more 
challenged-in-court ballots were accepted and 
added to the total this week.

But now certification of that result will have to 

wait until county Board of Elections officials com-
plete the painstaking manual recount, which is 
mandated under a 2011 county law that calls for a 
recount in any election where the margin of victo-
ry is less than two-tenths of 1 percent. Kavanagh 
could have allowed the county to avoid the recount 
by conceding the election, but he opted instead for 
the procedure. 

“With an office this important and a race this 
close, it is imperative that every vote is accounted for 
an accurately recorded,” Kavanagh wrote in a press 
release. “This law was enacted in contemplation of 
this very scenario, and I have an obligation to the 
thousands of voters who supported me to permit 
the legal process to play out, and to ensure that the 
proper candidate is ultimately declared the winner.”

Democratic Elections Commissioner Ashley 
Dittus said this week she had reached an agreement 
with her Republican counterpart, Tom Turco, to be-
gin the count. Two teams — each team consisting of 
one Democrat and one Republican — will start the 
process. By Thursday, that number would increase 
to four teams. On Dec. 24, six teams will work from 
9 a.m. to noon before taking a break for Christmas. 
The count will resume with four teams on Dec. 26.

Dittus said she was continuing to negotiate with 
Turco to add part-time staff to speed up the count. 
Dittus said that recount could take anywhere from 
two weeks to a month, depending on how much 

time and staff are devoted to it. Dittus added that 
the cost of the recount is expected to run between 
$16,000 and $20,000.

The recount raises the prospect that Kavanagh 
could begin 2020 as acting district attorney. In an 
email this week expressing frustration with the an-
ticipated pace of the recount, Dittus suggested that 
Republican officials would drag their feet in order 
to give Kavanagh a least a week or two at the helm.

“Now that the Republican candidate stands to 
financially benefit from dragging this on as long as 
usually possible, I am not optimistic that we will get 
a scenario where we both agree on an expeditious 
recount,” Dittus wrote.

Other Democrats have excoriated Kavanagh 
for not waiving the recount, calling the process 
a waste of taxpayer dollars and a subversion of 
the Democratic process. Dittus pointed out that a 
routine recount of three percent of the ballots cast 
in November’s election, chosen at random, did not 
find a single error. Bennet Ratcliff, chairman of the 
Woodstock Democratic Committee weighed in with 
an email this week suggesting that if Kavanagh were 
to assume the acting DA’s post on Jan. 1, it would 
amount to an abuse of the system.

“Ulster County voters already rejected Mike 
Kavanagh,” wrote Ratcliff. “But now he’s grabbing 
for the office and seeking to pocket tax dollars too.” 

Meanwhile, Ulster County Republican 

Chairman Roger Rascoe accused Dittus of violating 
the code of conduct for elections officials and acting 
as a “mudslinger” for county Democratic Chairman 
Frank Cardinale. In a press release, Rascoe pointed 
to comments made by Dittus in local media to the 
effect that the recount was not necessary as evidence 
of bias. Rascoe called on Dittus to recuse herself 
from the remainder of the recount process.

“Her role of being a spokeswoman for the 
Democrat Party is in clear conflict with the Code 
of Conduct posted in the office and her actions are 
unethical,” wrote Rascoe. “Mike Kavanagh cannot 
get a fair and impartial recount of the ballots in this 
election with Ashley Dittus involved in any manner.”

Mike Kavanagh Dave Clegg

Everything Ulster Publishing 
now in one place.

hudsonvalleyone.com
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Piercing the veil
Federal agency’s participation will add to pressure on TechCity 
owner Alan Ginsberg 
By Geddy Sveikauskas

T he TechCity situation got a lot 

harder last week for owner Alan 
Ginsberg, already under considerable 
pressure from local governmental au-
thorities. He now faces a new round 

of deadlines from the regional office of the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Ulster 
County executive Pat Ryan’s press conference late 
Wednesday morning, December 18 in Kingston un-
derlined just how serious the situation has become 
for the embattled owner of the sprawling, obsolete, 
polluted and ill-maintained 258-acre former IBM 
plant in the Town of Ulster. 

Noting that the EPA has spent considerable 
public funds on the TechCity site, a December 11 

letter from agency official Eric J. Wilson focused on 
the asbestos hazards at the site, including several 
hill-size piles protected from above by torn tarpau-
lin. EPA’s participation is particularly significant, 
however, because the federal agency has the power 
to hold owner Ginsberg, identified as a “responsible 
party” owning what is now a Superfund site, person-
ally liable for environmental problems at TechCity. 

“That’s a really big deal,” exulted county executive 
Ryan at his press conference.

The power to treat the rights or duties of a 
corporation as the rights or liabilities of its share-
holders is known in law as “piercing the corporate 
veil.” Thus, the veil of multiple legal entities that 
Ginsberg has created at TechCity will not protect 
him from personal responsibility. The EPA has 
enormous leverage in the situation.

As an initial measure, EPA said, the regulated 
asbestos-containing materials had to be covered 
with tarpaulin within seven business days of 
TechCity’s receipt of the EPA letter. EPA requires 
an agreement for encapsulating and removing the 
hazardous asbestos, and it will monitor progress.

Ryan’s aides praised the role of former GOP 
assemblyperson Pete Lopez, now EPA director for 
the federal agency’s New York region. Lopez had 
been instrumental in the EPA action.  

The necessary work is to be conducted “by ap-
propriate personnel that meet all local, state and 
federal requirements for work in a contaminated 
environment.” EPA has to be notified by December 
30 of TechCity’s interest in performing or financ-
ing the work. If the owner can’t pay for the work, 
“please so indicate and EPA will then supply you 
with a list of documentation that you will need to 
submit to EPA.” If the EPA has to do some or all 
the asbestos-removal work, the owner could be 
held to be liable for its costs under law. An order 
of consent expects work to begin in late January 
2020, weather permitting.

Foreclosures
EPA’s pressure on TechCity to clean up the 

asbestos contamination may be the last straw for 
Alan Ginsberg’s ambitions. In late September, 
Pat Ryan had told a Town of Ulster meeting that 
foreclosure proceedings had been taken on some 
of the TechCity parcels because Ginsberg hadn’t 
done his part to address issues at the former IBM 
plant. Ryan promised to use “all the tools we have 
to exert pressure on the ownership there to get out 
of the situation.”

In early November, Ryan announced a county 
takeover of two tax-delinquent TechCity properties, 
though not the ones with the polluted piles. He had 
promised that under county government control the 
site would have a positive impact on the county’s 
future success.

Ginsberg took the county to court on the takeover 
a few days later.

A news release from Ryan’s office stated that 
“Ginsberg’s companies... also owe more than $12 
million in back school and property taxes on the 
entire Tech City complex.”

Ulster town supervisor Jim Quigley, who also 
spoke at the Wednesday press conference, said 
EPA’s December 30 deadline would require Tech-
City to present not only a technical plan but also a 
financial plan. Ginsberg would be responsible for 
any lack of performance under the consent order 
to which the parties would agree. Quigley thought 
Ginsberg would do the work the EPA demanded. 
Ryan showed an image of a million-dollar Miami 
Beach condo Ginsberg owned that might be at risk 
if he walked away from TechCity.     

Quigley worries about the impact on his town 
of the county taking the property off the tax rolls. 
Declining Ulster commercial values have added to 
the tax burdens of that town’s residential property 
owners. On the other hand, county has the where-
withal to rectify the problems in the long term. 
Quigley predicted further foreclosure actions by the 
county to clarify the problems at TechCity.

FIRST RYAN 
BUDGET
Good year for sales tax allows four percent 
county spending increase 

U lster County executive Pat Ryan 

signed his first-ever budget on De-
cember 12 at Esopus’ town hall. The 
budget includes a quarter-of-one-
percent tax-levy decrease, and totals 

$342.28 million, an increase of four percent over 
2019’s $329.26-million budget. 

The reduction, Ryan said, was made possible due 
to an increase in revenues from sales and occupancy 
taxes, “largely [due to] the continuation of growth 
in local tourism spending.”

“The number-one thing I heard here was that 
‘We’re worried about being able to stay here in Ulster 
County, we want you to hold the line on taxes,’” said 
Ryan before signing the budget.

The tax levy will decline to $73.31 million from 
the 2019 total of $73.51 million. The amount tak-
en from the county reserve to offset the tax levy, 
however, will rise from 2019’s $8.78 million to $12 
million. Ryan said that a “healthy” part of the dis-
cussion between himself and the county legislature 
was the amount that would be appropriated from 
the fund balance. 

With this budget, Ryan and the county legislature 
will address Ryan’s “Big Five”: a green new deal for 
the county, a program for the county to operate 
entirely on renewable energy by 2030, increased 
initiatives to combat the opioid epidemic, more 
money for the county’s criminal-justice initiatives, 
more skills training programs to help residents 

find high-paying jobs, and improvements in the 
functions of county government. 

The budget adds 34 positions to county govern-
ment, 18 of which are paid for by taxpayers. The 
county’s new Department of Economic Develop-
ment will be funded. So will be the county’s Office 
of the Aging, a human rights commissioner, a youth 
bureau director, plus seven state-funded jobs to the 
county’s public defender’s office, two new sheriff ’s 
deputies for opioid response, and the addition of a 
chief diversity officer.

County legislators proposed over two dozen 
changes to Ryan’s budget, 14 of which were adopted, 
tapping into the county’s $700,000 contingency 
fund. Some of these changes helped non-profits such 
as $10,000 for the Mohonk Preserve Inc., $10,000 
towards a new visitor center at D&H Canal Histor-
ical Society, $5500 to Arts Mid-Hudson, $4500 
for the Family of Woodstock supervised visitation 
program, $12,000 for the Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension, and $10,000 for the People’s Place food 
insecurity programs.

 - Christina Coulter

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes

Party Events • Weddings

Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly

ULSTER
PUBLISHING

Community driven, 
independently owned since 1972

ALMANAC WEEKLY
KINGSTON TIMES

NEW PALTZ TIMES
SAUGERTIES TIMES

WOODSTOCK TIMES

HUDSONVALLEYONE.COM

845.334.8200
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Cushman, Tierney 
top spellers

A pair of stellar spellers from 

the Saugerties Central School Dis-
trict won their way to the Capital 
Region Spelling Bee in February after 
winning the annual district-wide bee 

on Thursday, December 12. 
Samuel Cushman, an eighth grader at Saugerties 

Junior High and a Riccardi Elementary alum won 
the district bee for the third straight year; Cushman, 
who also took second place as a 4th grade student, 
won top honors in the 14th round by correctly spell-
ing “Himalayan.” Cushman won the district-wide 
bee as a seventh grader by spelling “apricot.”

Pierce Tierney, a 5th grade student at Riccardi, 
placed second and will join Cushman at the Capital 
Region Spelling Bee at Proctors Theater in Sche-

nectady on Tuesday, February 4. 
       
 - Crispin Kott

SCHOOL BRIEFS

Physical Fitness, Art 
&  Musical Programs
Dietary Monitoring 

of Home Cooked 
Meals

Housekeeping and  
Laundry Service
Transportation &  
24 Hour Personal 
Care & Security

845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com
Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
NYS Dept. of Health Licensed Adult Care Home

Voted Best Assisted Living 

Merry Christmas & Happy Hanukkah from our families to yours!

Full Medical Coordination
Unmatched Recreational Activities

Benefit Accepted

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS
for local 4-year-old with leukemia 

HV Firefighter Calendar
available now — $20 each

Zumba Classes
January 5 at 1pm & 2pm 

at Saugerties Senior Center
 $15 pp per class (pay at the door)

Snow date January 12

Cinderella Ball
February 8 — $75 per couple

Go to CeciliaStrong on Facebook for 
more info on how to register for these 

events and any other upcoming events.

Cantata,  
“Lead Me Back to Bethlehem,”

Saturday, 12/21 at 2 pm
Sunday Worship 10 am

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 

Tuesday 12/24 
at 7 pm

Schoonmaker Lane  
@ Rt. 209  

in Stone Ridge
845-687-9090

www.rvumc.org

Open 7 Days a Week

DINER - RESTAURANT

Happy Holidays
10% off your meal
with this coupon

Cut out or take a picture of coupon

Gift Certificates 
make the Perfect Gift!

Baking Done on Premises
1071 Ulster Avenue Mall

Kingston NY • (845) 336-6514

A family tradition...  a century of service.

YOUR PRE-ARRANGEMENT & AT-NEED PROFESSIONALS

JACK M. WILSEY, H. MARK WILSEY AND ERIC WILSEY 
• LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS •

45 John St, Saugerties, NY • 246-5111
www.seamonwi l seyfunera lhome.com

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support

H
j
W
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h

photo provided

Samuel Cushman (L) and Pierce Tierney.
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C O U N T Y 
N O T E S

Your experts in emergency care just got faster.

When an emergency strikes, you want access to physicians 
who are board-certifi ed in emergency medicine and 
backed by a full-service hospital, but what about the wait?

Introducing the 30-Minutes-Or-Less 
E.R. Pledge

Now, when you visit the emergency room at 

HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus, 
a member of Westchester Medical Center 

Health Network, you’ll be seen by a member 

of our care team within 30 minutes.  

Read the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Pledge 
at HAHV.org/ER30

Minor emergencies.
Major attention.
Less waiting.

In the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1. HAHV.org

ADVANCING CARE. HERE.

TenBroeck Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing

One Commons Dr., 
Lake Katrine, NY 12499
Phone: (845) 336-6666

Fax: (845) 336-4014

Wishing 
our staff, our 
families and 

the community  
a Happy 
and Healthy
Holiday 
Season!

k C t f

No Friday the 13th jinx for 
girls basketball team

The Sawyers aren’t afraid of 

Friday the 13th after the Saugerties 
High School varsity girls basketball 
team improved to 2-1 on the 2019-
20 season with a 58-50 comeback 

win over visiting Red Hook. The Sawyers earned 
the win on the strength of a stellar fourth quarter. 

Julia Quinlan led Saugerties in the crucial ear-
ly-season league win, scoring 16 points, and adding 
nine rebounds, three assists, three steals and two 
blocked shots to her tally. Christie Collins (10 points, 
eight rebounds, five assists, four steals, block), Sage 
Fanelli (10 points, five rebounds, four assists, four 
steals) and Erin Dudzic (eight points, two steals, 

two assists) also contributed to what amounted to 
a total team win. Morgan Tompkins led all scorers 
with 25 points for Red Hook. 

A home game against FDR scheduled for Tues-
day, December 17 was postponed due to wintry 
weather and has yet to be rescheduled. The Sawyers 
head to Wallkill on Thursday, December 19 before 
an extended holiday break, returning to action at 
home on Friday, January 3 when they host New Paltz. 

Wrestling reversal
The Saugerties High School varsity wrestling 

team dropped a dual road meet at Red Hook on 
Wednesday, December 11, falling 60-27. 

The Sawyers started strong with 99-pound Isa-

iah Hockx pinning James Henning in one minute, 
but the team was outmatched through most of 
the middle weight classes. Also earning wins for 
Saugerties were Robert Drost (120), who pinned 
Benjamin Finch in 5:22; Jacobus Hockx (145), who 
ousted James Melistki by a 13-6 decision; Graeme 
Knisell (182), who pinned Hayden Campalong in 
3:37; and Alfredo Martinez (285), who pinned Kane 
Losurdo in 5:52. 

The loss was an almost total reversal of their 
previous meet, a visit to Our Lady of Lourdes in 
Poughkeepsie on Friday, December 6, which the 
Sawyers won 66-24. Christian Hockx (99) and An-
thony Dernier (106) won by forfeit for Saugerties, 
while Jackson Bucci (113, 1:14), Robert Drost (120, 
2:50), George Belknap (132, 1:03), Jacobus Hockx 
(145, 2:39), Aiden Gruen (152, 1:59), Knisell (182, 
0:30), Devon Dickson (195, 1:15), James Bucci (220, 
0:36) and Martinez (285, 0:41) all won by fall. 

The Sawyers hosted Burke Catholic and Liberty 
high schools in non-league action on Wednesday, 
December 18 before heading to Ravena for a tour-
nament on Saturday, December 21. 

Delgado to vote to impeach
Congressman Antonio Delgado, whose district 

went supported Donald Trump in 2016, said this 
week he would vote for both House articles of im-
peachment against the president.

“‘There comes a time when one must take a po-
sition that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, 
but he must do it because conscience tells him it is 
right.’ These are the words of my hero, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.,” the Rhinebeck Democrat stated in 
a press release Sunday afternoon. “Having reviewed 
the articles of impeachment and the underlying 
evidence, my conscience tells me that the right 

thing to do is abide by my oath of office and vote 
affirmatively for both articles.”

Delgado, who’s so far raised over $2 million for 
his 2020 re-election campaign, said in his statement 
that in the Ukraine-Biden affair Trump abused his 
power, put national security at risk, and illegally 
tried to hide it from Congress.

Relax, no parking tickets
Mayor Steve Noble can’t quite bring himself 

to say there will be no parking tickets in Kingston 
for the rest of 2019, but he comes pretty close. In 
his most recent issue of “This Week in Kingston,” 
he announced “relaxed ticketing enforcement on 
expired meters.” He had already alluded to the 
holiday policy in a Radio Kingston appearance. 
Until the end of the year, Kingston parking staff 
will be focusing their efforts on meter repair 

and routine maintenance, he wrote, and will 
still be issuing safety violations for issues such 
as blocking fire hydrants, parking in handicap 
spots, double parking, and expired inspections.
The no-parking snow emergency declared in the city 
on Monday afternoon ended late Tuesday morning.
Those not in the know are welcome to help the 
city’s finances by feeding the parking meters. Reg-
ular enforcement of parking meter expiration will 
resume on Thursday, January 2, 2020.

Kingston teen arrested
On Tuesday, December 10 at approximately 2:30 

p.m. an 18-year-old male was arrested by the Kingston 
police and charged with making terroristic threats 
outside of Kingston High School, a Class D felony. “He 
made verbal threats towards the high school stating 
that he would come back, shoot up the school,” said 
KPD detective lieutenant Thierry Croizer the next 
day. The suspect did not have a weapon.

Kingston city court clerk Nicole Murphy identified 
the suspect as Nash D. Stone. Croizer on Wednesday 
confirmed that the suspect was a high school student 
living in the school district. Nash was released from 
custody pending a court hearing this week. 

School district officials did not return calls prior 
to deadline. The district’s sole public comment came 
in the form of an “important message” pop-up alert 
on its official website on Wednesday morning. The 
alert reported the arrest and thanked the Kingston 
police for their swift action.
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888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

F ine  Wines  and  Sp i r i t s
Rt 212 (CVS Plaza), Saugerties

845.246.8931
grenache@aol.com

townandcountryliquorstore.com
HOURS:

Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm • Sun: 12-5pm
Christmas Eve: 10am-6pm
New Years Eve: 10am-8pm

Closed Christmas Day

  25%
 OFF 

A CASE OF WINE
with this ad only

CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Expires 12/31/19

“To All Our Customers,
Thank You & Happy Holidays!”

ABC PEST 
CONTROL, INC.

MICE CONTROL
ORGANIC YARD SPRAY FOR TICKS!

Locally Owned & Operated 
by Benny the Bugman
290 Fair Street • Kingston, NY

(845) 340-1224 • (845) 656-2575 cell
MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE TERMITE INSPECTION

d 

NY

l

For all your Fresh Fish and Sea Food Needs

Place your Christmas order 
by Dec. 19th for the

“Feast of the 
Seven Fishes”

Did you know we can fry your fish too?

Specializing in Fresh 
Shrimp Platters

Merry 
Christmas!

654 Broadway, Kingston, NY
(845) 338-5522 • theseadeli.com

sh

Unique gifts for everyone on your list

Visit our 
glassblowing 

studio & browse 
our gift gallery

Free  
refreshments 

weekends 
through 

December

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 11 to 6; 
Mondays, 10 to 4 or by appointment.

1396 Route 28
West Hurley, NY 12491

for more info: 914.806.3575

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

All for one.
Visit Hudson Valley One and read the best of what 
Ulster Publishing has to offer. Check it out at: 
hudsonvalleyone.com.

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

&  S O N  I N C .

“YOUR HOME TOWN 
APPLIANCE STORE”

SINCE 1928

Authorized Frigidaire/Maytag 
Sales & Service

234 Ulster Ave. • Saugerties, NY  12477
HLSnyder.com

(845) 246-2431 • hlsnyderandson@verizon.net
9-5 Monday - Thursday • 9-7 Friday • 9-4 Saturday

H.L. SNYDER
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OPINION
LETTERS

WRITE US
1. Deadline is  5 p.m. Monday for that week’s edition. 
2. Email is preferred. Send Word fi le or text in the body 

of email to saugertiestimes@gmail.com with subject 
line “Letter to the Editor.” Do not send .pdf fi les.  If 
email is not possible, send to Ulster Publishing’s main 
business offi  ce, 322 Wall St., Kingston ny, 12401.

3. Letters are sometimes edited for length.
4. All letters require a verifi able name, address and 

phone number. Only the name and town of origin will 
be printed. 

5. Be brief. Letters of 500 words may be cut down to size 
or not published. Exceptions made at editor’s discre-
tion. Ideal length for a letter is under 300 words. 

6. Libelous letters defaming individuals will not be 
printed. Better to make an argument to the point 
rather than the person. 

7. Please proofread before submitting. Post-deadline 
additions or corrections, when they are possible, are 
inconvenient for our production team. 

8. Bold, CAPS, “sarcastic quotes,” not permitted.  Italics 
are OK.

9. Letters should be addressed to the editor. No open 
letters to public offi  cials or anyone else.

10. Sign letters with just one name. If on behalf of group, 
we will print group name in addition.
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5G = Green Not!
In addition to risks to our health, our environ-

ment and our cybersecurity, we have yet another 
reason to be wary of 5G: its effects on the energy grid.
Emil Björnson, an associate professor at Linköping 
University, in Sweden, says in the article refer-
enced just below that because so many WTFs 
(wireless telecommuncations facilities) or “small 
cells” will be required for 5G, he feels it will 
be “hard to predict how large their net energy 
consumption will be,” and “This is a major prob-
lem, but I don’t think it will be a showstopper.” 
The ITU, International Telecommunications Union, 
has shown that 5G could consume as much as 1000 
times more energy than current networks (“5G 
Dilemma: More Base Stations, More antennas 
— Less Energy?” — Dexter Johnson, Oct 3, 2018, 
spectrum.ieee.org.) While the ITU claims a goal of 
reducing this energy consumption, it lacks specifics.
What might this mean for us as energy consumers?
Last February 25, a day after a snowstorm caused 
local power outages, I got a call that workers from 
my power company would be in the area to “install 
energy saving devices” on residential AC systems 
to protect the “efficiency” of the grid. I replied 
that I would not permit it. Later, my power com-
pany admitted that due to similar responses as 
mine, they had abandoned that project “for now.” 
This scenario suggests that accepting more 
wireless infrastrucure in our community could 
mean giving more control of the use of our 
electrical appliances to the power and telecom 
industries. How about we come up with a more 
reasonable plan to save the grid, like, perhaps, 
saying no to unlimited wireless consumption? 
I am proud of my Town (and Village) of Saugeties 
for investing in fiberoptics, and taking other steps 
toward a healthy, low energy, green community. 

Let’s support such steps, for our own and the 
planet’s sakes.

Tamara Schuppin

Saugerties

Disaster averted
A near disaster was averted in the Village of 

Saugerties. Up to 10 lives could have been lost as 
well as multiple structures destroyed.  

On November 4, 2019 at 11:50 a.m. to 12:06 
p.m., a mid-size truck was on fire near the intersec-
tion of Second St. and Main St. which was already 
congested with traffic due to the multiple Central 
Hudson and Mullen’s trucks on site. 

Good job to the fire department, EMT’s, Central 
Hudson, Mullen’s traffic control and the Saugerties 
Police.

Like the glory days of Dec. 28, 1964, (Col. Donlon 
came home from Vietnam), (Alice Tipp was the first 
female legislator in Ulster County history).

This was similar to Sept. 2001 or Dec. 2015 
when Jack Rose died but on a much smaller scale 
and with a much better outcome.

Robert Gallenz

Saugerties

 

Does your vote matter?
Consider the recent election for our county dis-

trict attorney. Over 50,000 votes were cast. Only 77 
votes separated the winner, Dave Clegg, from his 
opponent. Michael Kavanagh.

Dave brings a different perspective to the office. 
Rather than a “lock them up and throw away the key” 
philosophy, Dave believes in “smart justice.” That 
includes a range of measures to punish those who 
commit crimes while seeking treatment for those 
addicted to drugs and mental health services for 
those who suffer from a mental illness. The primary 
goal of criminal justice in the case of young offenders 
should be to divert them from a path that leads to 
more crime and prison. And all people, no matter 
their economic status, race or ethnicity, should be 
treated fairly.

Combined with last year’s election of Sheriff 
Juan Figueroa and November’s election of Bryan 
Rounds as County Court Judge, Ulster county 
should see a marked improvement in our criminal 

justice system over time.
Voting is a responsibility of each citizen. If you 

are not currently registered to vote, please register. 
And at every opportunity, vote.

Our votes matter.
Kathy Gordon

Saugerties

God Is Dying
Here in America, “God” is dying. 
And not only that single “deity” our early ances-

tors created out of the many supernaturally power-
ful, incomprehensible forces that terrified them, but 
“His” priests, who from our childhood have us kneel 
before “God” — and sometimes before themselves 
as well; the Statue of Liberty and her torch of wel-
come to the huddled masses; the rule of law, from 
cop to Congress to commander-in-chief to Supreme 
Court; the “gold-paved streets” of capitalism; the 
belief in our inherent goodness; the trust that our 
planet would forever sustain itself, and us…Alas, of 
all the guiding lights that have illuminated our way 
through the darkness, the only “lights” we seem to 
follow now are power and money, and the things 
they can buy, like the Republican Party.

But many Evangelists, Catholics, and others still 
trust in “God,” and thus — along with, less excusably, 
the rich, the racists, and the riflemen — in the GOP, 
a rapacious wolf that to appear presentable wraps 
itself in, among other disguises, Grandmother’s 
fondest hand-me-down: her tattered Bible, with its 
“proofs” and prohibitions against evolution, abor-
tion, same-sex marriage, gender choices, and other 
bugaboos. Fear of these ideas, ironically, impels 
believers — many of them basically well-intentioned 
— to join the Antichrist Party, and to defend a sinful 
president and his policies against immigrants and 
other outsiders, wealth equalization, gun control, 
the climate, and on, and on.

But all is not lost. We can be believers too — 
believers in our individual power to effect change; 
believers in the world that change might create. 
Imagine. 

Let others be the True Believers — we’ll be the 
New Believers: standing up for the beaten-down; 
driving out the money changers; turning Republican 
wastewater into wine.

Our doors will always be open. And oh, how 
we’ll rejoice when Evangelists and Catholics walk 
through!

Tom Cherwin

Saugerties
 

Attacks on Title X
The Title X family planning program was first 

enacted in 1970. It provides reproductive health care 
services to over four million low-income, under- and 
uninsured individuals across the country. Now the 
Trump administration is imposing a “gag rule” that 
will prevent patients from learning how they can 
access abortion care. I stand with faith leaders across 
the country, in opposition to the cruel attitudes that 
underlie these attacks on Title X, and in support of 
protecting reproductive health care.

Rev Finley Schaef

Saugerties

Find us in our 
NEW  LOCATION AT 

114 PARTITION STREET
(across the street and under the purple awning)

845-246-3164

Like us on 

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5, Fri 10-7,
CLOSED SUNDAY
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ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

The case for transparency
I t would have been needlessly an-

tagonistic for me to have told the Ulster 
2040 working group meeting on the sixth 
floor of the Ulster County office building 
in Kingston early last Thursday afternoon 

that I’d been thrown out of more important meetings 
than theirs, but I have to admit I had been tempt-
ed to say that. I would have meant my remark in 
good humor, but I’m not sure it would have been 
received that way. 

What should the need for privacy be in a group 
whose primary goal is, in county executive Pat Ryan’s 
words in appointing its members back in September, 
“to align and focus the county’s economic, workforce 
and community development investments toward 
a set of targeted focus sectors, and to identify the 
necessary steps to ensure that all county residents 
will benefit from a growing and changing economy?” 
Sounds like a subject for open discussion to me. Why 
shouldn’t government-sponsored discussions of 
such important subjects be completely transparent?

In this Ulster 2040 meeting, the word “comfort-
able” was used a lot. One member of the task force, 
which has been asked to deliver its final report next 
May, said at the meeting last week that she wasn’t 
comfortable with the prospect of a reporter quot-
ing what she said. Another worried what might be 
reported if she changed her mind.

An informal discussion ensued until task force 
member Evelyn Wright, who in mid-January will 
become the third deputy county executive in the 
Ryan administration, made a motion asking me to 
leave the room while they discussed the matter of 
my attendance. They expected to take about 15 min-
utes, group facilitator Tim Weidemann said. I left.

As I waited outside the meeting room, Pat Ryan 
appeared. He and I had a short discussion. Ryan 
was letting the task force take the initiative in the 
aligning, focusing and identifying. He deliberately 
“didn’t express too many of his own ideas,” he said. 
Leading from behind, Ryan has so far preferred to 
let the task force come up with recommendations. 

The county exec has a more developed perspec-
tive of the “set of targeted focus sectors” for which 
he is asking than the members of his task force have 
yet shared. He’s certainly thought about the subject 
a lot. I told him that maybe it was time for him to 
make his own views known. He has a lot of ideas. 

He agreed that Ulster County’s relationship with 
New York City should be an important part of the 
task force’s deliberations. He’s a great fan of work-
force development.     

I told him I thought that the sessions should be 
open to reporters. On that topic, Ryan was non-com-
mittal at best, saying he had thought “we struck a 
good balance” in terms of public participation. Or 
lack thereof.

An emissary from the working group emerged 
with the expected news. She told me the task force 
had decided not to let me observe the proceedings.

 

The evening before, there had been an 

open public meeting in the legislative chambers about 
Ulster 2040. After a short speech of appreciation for 
their participation by Ryan, the attendees had gone 
through a truncated version of the popular SWOT 
(strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats) 
tool that the Ulster 2040 group had gone through 
on November 14. The exercise provided a sense of 
the sharing experience, a sort of SWOT Light.

The 20-person audience, split into three 
small groups, was assigned to list Ulster County’s 
weaknesses on Post-Its. A member then read the 
assembled Post-Its aloud to the entire audience, 
and facilitator Weidemann praised their offerings 
and stuck each group’s work products on a board. 

Ditto for Ulster County’s strengths.
Weidemann said the Post-It contributions would 

be a useful part of the Ulster 2040 process. He 
thanked the participants, and adjourned the public 
meeting. The next one is scheduled for February 
5, 2020, probably at 5:30 p.m. in the same place.

A little recent Ulster County history 

is useful. In 2013, county executive Mike Hein cre-
ated a $500,000-a-year Accountability, Compliance 
and Efficiency division within the county finance 
department. Columnist Hugh Reynolds at that time 
described the five-person ACE as “a kind of flying 
financial squad” to ride herd on the privatization 
of the county infirmary and then do other things. 
Though county comptroller Elliott Auerbach, with 
whom Hein was feuding, claimed his office could 
do the ACE job just as well for half the price, the 
new division was established.

In mid-2019, new county executive Pat Ryan 
decided he could improve efficiency in county 
government by dissolving ACE, famously firing 
its then-head, Lisa Cutten. “I saw an opportunity 
to repurpose an existing team, the ACE, that had 
significant overlap with the comptroller’s office,” 
reporter Jesse Smith quoted Ryan as writing. 
“County taxpayers should not have to pay twice for 
the same service.”

On July 2 Ryan formed an “innovation team” 
headed by director Tim Weidemann, whose exten-
sive experience “driving change” would help take 
county government to the next level, said Ryan. In 
the 2020 county budget, Weidemann’s team was 
listed as part of the county finance department, 
which because of ACE’s dissolution remained at 28 
positions (the department’s annual payroll dropped 
$4000 in 2020 to $1,779.428). The innovation 
director’s annual salary is $97,385, and an addi-
tional $88,215 is budgeted for a deputy director 
of innovation.     

On September 13 Suzanne Holt, county econom-
ic development director under Hein, resigned, soon 
to be replaced by workforce director Lisa Berger. 
Economic development became its own depart-
ment rather than remaining part of the planning 
department.

Much of Weidemann’s energy in the past half-
year has been spent on Ulster County’s economic 
development, the most complex and most elusive of 
Ryan’s Big Five goals for 2020. What ACE was doing 
was very different from what Weidemann is doing. 
ACE’s coordination was for the most part within 
county government. Weidemann’s is more out-
ward-directed — county government and beyond.

Ryan thinks that every entity involved in Ulster 
County economic development should at the very 
least know what the other such entities are up to. 
The county’s economic development and innovation 
departments, workforce development, the Indus-
trial Development Agency, the county legislature 
committee responsible for economic development, 
the county executive’s office, the Ulster 2040 task 
force, SUNY at Ulster and at New Paltz, the Eco-
nomic Development Alliance, the town supervisors 
and mayors, and possibly even private groups such 
as chambers of commerce all have roles to play.

That’s why I think discussions about whether 
meetings should be closed or open are a waste 
of time. Confidentiality obviously has its place 
in economic development, but not at the level of 
communication, goals and policy.

That’s my message, whether delivered inside 
or outside.  

The problem with governmental control over 
who should participate in the analysis of eco-
nomic-development options in Ulster County is 
that it takes the eye off the real goal, the process 
of identification of targeted focus sectors. I fully 
expect the 2040 task force to come up with a set 
of recommendations by May 2020. But will they 
be the right ones? 

SAINT GREGORY’S CHURCH 
 T h e  E p i s c o p a l  P a r i s h  i n  W o o d s t o c k ,  N Y 

 
 

 

 
 

Good News!  Great Joy!
CHRISTMAS EVE  
Tuesday, December 24th

6:00 PM - Candlelight Eucharist

CHRISTMAS DAY
Wednesday, December 25th

10 AM - Holy Eucharist

All Are Welcome!
845-679-8800

One Mile East of the Village Green  
in Woodstock on Route 212

   Largest collection of contemporary crafts 
                     in the Hudson Valley

 

       Four buildings featuring pottery, glass, 
    jewelry, wood, fiber, toys, baskets & more 
                     by over 500 artisans 

          Open: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm 
       Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday 
       OPEN EVERYDAY  Dec. 13 - Dec.23 
                   (closed Dec 24, 25, 26)  

        Re-open: Dec. 27 through Jan. 20 
      262 Spillway Rd., West Hurley, NY 12491 
      845-331-3859        www. craftspeople.us 

\1
WHY PRINT?

Studies show readers retain 
more of what they read in print. 
It’s easier to focus, with fewer 
distractions than the web. This 
makes print the best platform 
for in-depth stories—like ours. 

U L S T E R  P U B L I S H I N G ’ S  R E A S O N
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The Columbiettes 
Memorial Christmas Tree 2019 
SAUGERTIES COLUMBIETTES in memory of All 
Deceased Columbiette Members 

LISA & MIKE THURIN in memory of: Richard “Dad” 
Harris, Michael “Gramps” Monte, Teresa “Gram” Monte, 
Joseph “Dad” Thurin, Laurie “Mom” Thurin

MARISA & MICHAEL THURIN in memory of: Richard 
“Grandpa” Harris, Michael “Poppy” Monte, Teresa “Nan-
ny” Monte, Joseph “Grandpa” Thurin, Laurie “Grandma” 
Thurin

KAINE HARRIS in memory of: Richard “Dad” Harris, 
Michael “Poppy” Monte, Teresa “Nanny” Monte

RICH & LAURIE HARRIS in memory of: Richard “Dad” 
Harris, Michael “Gramps” Monte, Teresa  “Gram” Monte

VIRIGNIA HARRIS in memory of: Richard Harris, 
Michael “Dad” Monte, Teresa “Mom” Monte, zDolores 
& Tommy Deberardine

PAT & ARNIE HYLAND in memory of: Evelyn M Fisher, 
Arnold Hyland, Jim White, Mary White, John Farley, 
Winifred Farley, Matt Hyland, Johanna Hyland, Catherine 
Bierne, Theresa Farley, Dolores Carden, Phil Sweeney, Eva 
Sweeney, Natalie Maclary, Rita White, Elizabeth Anstett

JUNE JASIENOWSKI in memory of: Irene Thornton & 
Robert J Thornton Sr & Sons, Robert J Thornton Jr, & 
John Thornton, Pete Yoing Andrew J Jasienowski Sr, 
Lillian Jasienowski, Theodore Jasienowski, Thichard 
Overbagh, Elizabeth Overbagh, Andrew J Jasienowski 
III, Carl Peter, Iris Bogoson Kirnie, Pnewmary Gillis, 
Jack Keeley, Michael (Mick) McMonegal, Dawn Vickery 
Gehring, Betty Thornton, France & Carleton France, 

Eal “Butch” McCake, John Keibart, John Strangio & Sons, 
Jes & Michael Strangio & Irene Thronton Strangio (Mrs 
John), Andy Celli, Margaret Thornton, Ralph Bogert, 
Ann Louis Bogert, Richard (Dick) Thornton, Samantha 
O’Reilly, Clare Thornton, Suzy Filak, Joseph Fabiano, 
Sally Halpert, Col. William (Bud) Thornton, Dave Chan-
dler, Carol Fabiano, Michael Keene, Richard Keene.

JEAN & WALTER JOHNSON in memory of: Frank & 
Angela Wojcik, Walter & Caroline Johnson, Philip & 
Sharon Greth, Carolyn Wright

MARGARET JOHNSON in Memory of: My beloved hus-
band Clark M Johnson, My Mom, Frances Marinzulich, 
My Brother, Anthony Marinzulich and my Dad Anthony 
Marinzulich.

CAROL KAELIN in memory of: Mary & Charles Grella, 
Philip & Gertrude Kaelin, Linda & Bob  
Brezen, Murello Family, Amy Fabino.

KEN & FLO KRAUSS in memory of: Har ry  Hess le ; 
Florence Hessle, Chris Rusovan, Joanne Guth, Louise 
Krauss, Elizabeth Deilsnyder; Wilfred Krauss, Florence 
Hessle, Katherina Rusovan, Nicole Rusovan.

NANCI LAMB in memory of: Frances & John Welsh, 
Bobbee & Earl Reeder, Ginny & Art Lamb, Joe Martin, 
Artie Lamb, Jacob Dyson

GAIL LEDWITH in memory of:James Ledwith Jr, Alice 
Sharrett, Arthur Sharrett, James Ledwith Sr,  Lila Ledwith

JEANINE MAYER in memory of: Rita Mayer, Edward Mayer

MADALEINE MELICK in memory of: Arthur Melick, 
Barbara Melick, Brenda Melick, Benjamin Lillian Melick, 
Francis Melick, Marcel Fromy Lucienna, Phillip Fromy, 

Paul Hunter & Family, Andre Dunhammel & Family, 
Betty Kearey and Betty Paul.

SYLVIA & JEROME MILOSEK in memory of:  S a n d r a 
Hidde, Felicia Kemalage, Melania Milosek, Sally Hoy

RITA MISASI in memory of: Salvatore A Misasi, Sr, Antho-
ny & Madalin Cafaldo, Antonio & Mary Misasi, Antonio & 
Rosina Scarselli, Salvatore & Angelina Misasi, Anthony P 
Misasi, Mary W Scarselli, Charles & Rosemary Gambino, 
MaryAnn Farrell, Angelo & Catherine Scarselli, Eleanor 
& John Serra, Angie & Mike Crispino, Chester Davis, 
John Marino, Jean Casey, Charles & Anthony Gambino.

CHRISTINE MOLINELLI in memory of: The Molinelli, 
Testa Family, Berean Family, Kathy Habernig

DEBBIE MURPHY in memory of: Dan Murphy
 
LILLIAN MURPHY in memory of: Dan Murphy, Betty 
Lawless, Aggie Ward, Paul Whitaker, Dorothy Speirs

TOM & SONI O’BRYAN in memory of: Peg & Jerry Smith, 
Teresa O’Bryan, John & Sandy Smith, Pat Mitchell, 
Barney & Harriett Hoyt

FLORENCE PEKOVICH in memory of: Jack Coby, Dugan 
(Daniel) Erceg, All Members of the Sokoloski Family, All 
Members of Pekovich Family, All Service Men & Women.

JOE PILZ in memory of: Kevin Pilz, Anna Pilz, Walter 
Pilz, Thomas Riozzi, Walter G Pilz, Richard Justy, Marie 
DeWitt, Jennifer Connolly, Toby Tobiassen, Ethel Pilz, 
Thomas Riozzi

The Columbiettes have a brief prayer service and 
blessing where they pay tribute with heartfelt memorials 
with the lighting of the tree on Tuesday, December 4, 
2018 at 8 p.m. The St. Mary’s of the Snow Choir, led by 
Mike Sweeney, will perform at 8 p.m. The tree will remain 
lit through January 31, 2019.

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

FREE
LOCAL SHUTTLE 
S E R V I C E

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

FREE
LOCAL SHUTTLE 
S E R V I C E

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 TiresW

It
h

u
p
o

nS E R V I C EWE SERVICE
ALL MAKES & MODELS
WE OFFER 
RENTALS

845-246-3412

 
  FREE ROTATION

Every 6,000 Miles
With A Purchase Of 4 Tires

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

W
It

h
 C

o
u

p
o

n

woodstockhvac.com 
845 663-2274   |   fax 845 663-2276   |   65 Prince Street, Kingston, NY

After Santa comes to the Village Green,
join us for our 

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

December 24th, 7 pm

Woodstock Reformed Church
The church on the Village Green ~ 16 Tinker Street ~ 679-6610

If you wish to obtain medical records please call 845-338-4777  

by December 31, 2019. 

You may also obtain records from the office of your surgeon and primary care doctor.

After December 31, 2019 you may obtain records by calling 845-339-5285  
for medical records retention. 

Thank you for choosing Kingston Ambulatory Surgical Center for your medical care.

Kingston Ambulatory Surgical Center is closed
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I’m done choosing silence  

I am one of the unnamed women in 

the Hector Rodriguez investigation.
In 2006, I was appointed the first wom-

an chair of the Ulster County Industrial 
Development Agency. I reported to the 

legislature through Hector Rodriguez, who chaired 
the economic development committee. He initially 
vetted my appointment. Ever since, he has reminded 
me that my success was tied to him. His words: “Just 
remember in your memoirs to blame me for getting 
you into government.”

My IDA tenure was controversial. We instituted 
new clawback provisions and wage requirements. 
As a county legislator, Hector Rodriguez took an 
active role with regard to IDA policy and press.

During this time period, legislator Rodriguez 
regularly did and said inappropriate things 
without solicitation or encouragement. Some 
of his comments and physical actions were too 
self-identifying to be published in the investiga-
tive report to the legislature. He once forced an 
unwelcome kiss and would often joke about the 
possibility of becoming part of my “family” via his 
“relationship” with me.

I was a political newcomer, a mother and an 
attorney, and that time working with Legislator 
Rodriguez was one of the most challenging periods 
of my life.

When I went to work for the county executive 
as the head of economic development, a new policy 
limited county staff contact with legislators, keeping 
me from regular, but not all, contact with legislator 
Rodriguez. His behavior and comments continued to 
be inappropriate. For example, while Facebook mes-
saging about aligning my salary with other regional 
economic developers by legislative budget amendment, 
he proposed we get a hotel room together. He retreated, 
as he often did, passing it off as a joke.

To be clear, my conventional experience of sexual 
harassment at Ulster County was not unlike my 
professional time in every other workplace setting, 
including my first software development job in 
college, the New York State Legislature, Harvard 
University, Ropes & Gray, and others. Women paid 
the toll of workplace sexual harassment: unwanted 
touching, innuendo and lewd comments.

It was just the way things were, so I didn’t par-
ticularly take note. My coping mechanisms were to 
cajole, deflect and laugh it off. Every one of these 
workplaces lacked obvious and trustworthy proce-
dures by which to obtain redress.  

What was clear, and has come into much sharper 
focus over the last two years, is that coming forward 
about sexually inappropriate behavior will damage 
one’s career and life. Yet, recently, we have also seen 
a change in the cultural milieu surrounding these 
issues.  It’s only now seeing it through the eyes of 
the next generation of women that I even have the 
strength and determination to come forward.

In 2013, I left county service for the private 
nonprofit sector. Legislator Rodriguez continued to 
instigate contact, seeking more time or attention of-
ten couched within a request for information about 

economic development. He would say unwelcome 
things like, “Don’t you still love me?”

Last winter, when the news broke that legislator 
Rodriguez would not be considered for chair of the 
legislature because of inappropriate behavior, I was 
called by a local reporter. I decided at that time to 
not go on the record. Instead, I called Legislator 
Rodriguez and spoke to him directly about the 
harm that he had inflicted.

I brought him specific examples. He apologized 
many times. I wanted him to know exactly what he 
had done and why it was so damaging. It was a very 

difficult conversation. He asked me what he could do to 
address it, and I told him he needed to be a role model 
and step up to show a new, different way for men to 
address these issues. He hasn’t been able to do that.

During my campaign for county comp-

troller I prayed the story of legislator Rodriguez’s 
behavior would not break with my name involved. 
I faced a barrage of daily questions and newspaper 
headlines about him while I made appearances at 
events all over Ulster County. People wanted to know 
what I thought. I deflected, laughed, avoided, hid 
behind my running mates and other brave women 
who spoke out. And, I seethed.

Additionally, dealing with so-called progressive 
allies presented its own set of challenges. One 
woman approached me at a community festival 
demanding to know why I “forgave” Hector Ro-
driguez. I could not discuss it then and there. On 
social media women lambasted me and others who 
did not publicly call for his resignation.

As we approached the end of the campaign season 
I found myself in an even more complex conundrum. 
While the legislature considered censuring Legislator 
Rodriguez, I dodged questions and invitations to sign 
petitions and speak out on his censure.

Right after my election, the legislature was finaliz-
ing the 2020 county budget. The salaries of six county 
employees were dependent on my budget requests. 
And, the hard, honest truth is that I continued to stay 
silent because I needed Legislator Rodriguez’s vote.  

A few days before the vote I asked all legislators, 
including Legislator Rodriguez, to please support 
the amendments that I deemed absolutely necessary 
to fully fund the comptroller’s office. Legislator Ro-
driguez called me immediately, and we discussed 
the budget. He offered support for the amendments. 

He also asked me if the investigators had spoken 
to me, and I told him I couldn’t answer that. He 
apologized again. 

The Democratic legislative majority hangs on 
a one-vote margin. One Democratic legislator had 
personal recusal, while another would not be able 
to attend the vote. This made Legislator Rodriguez’s 
vote critical. When seeking legislative action, every 
vote matters. Thus, Legislator Rodriguez continued 
to have a direct impact on my ability to do my job, 
even after I was elected and going forward in 2020.

Had the legislature moved for swifter action 
or had legislator Rodriguez resigned earlier this 
year he could have been replaced, but the delays 
demonstrated a glaring absence of policy and a 
severe lack of understanding about sexual harass-
ment’s illegality and harms (including liability when 
cases are known). There was no clear process, and 
no path for a legislator’s removal. Thus, I still had 
to count votes, and a resignation at this late date 
would have cost a majority vote and hurt my abil-
ity to get the vitally needed comptroller’s budget 
amendments passed.

Under intense and direct questioning, I have 
found myself, as a woman campaigning for public 
office, unable to speak of my experiences with Legis-
lator Rodriguez. All year, I have been disempowered 
from weighing in on the grave need for actionable 
sexual harassment policy because of a concern for 
how my statements would impact my ability to 
effectively do my job. In this last instance, I chose 
silence in order to fight for adequate compensation 
of the comptroller’s staff. 

I am done being silent. More than a few 

of my advisors have cautioned me that I risk my 
reputation by admitting I traded acquiescence for 
the comptroller’s budget. 

That, actually, is the whole point. For too long 
women have had to make horrible tradeoffs in 
silence. By speaking out I hope to effect change. 
Continuing to hide, to cover up, to edit out the 
names, times and places perpetuates the system. 
Moreover, criticizing women who do come for-
ward for the timing and methods of disclosures is 
victim-blaming that perpetuates harassment and 
continues to silence women.

Speaking out now will tie me to Hector Rodri-
guez’s name in the headlines forever but at least it 
is by the stroke of my own pen and the sound of 
my own voice. It is a worthy burden if it removes 
the barrier preventing so many women from doing 
our best work.

The Ulster County Legislature must adopt policy 
that addresses sexual harassment and a code of con-
duct that sets expectations for appropriate behavior 
between county legislators and those with whom they 
work including unpaid volunteers and constituents.

Let my experience be an example to all on why 
clear policies and swift action are so necessary. Let 
us not just adopt but follow good strong sexual 
harassment policies for every workplace, especially 
those reliant on public trust or engaged in public 
service. Let us find a way to salvage the best parts of 
the people involved while we also ensure prevention 
and justice. And finally, let us have the strength to 
take quick and decisive action when needed so no 
person has to remain silent to do good work.

March Gallagher is comptroller-elect of 
Ulster County.

COMMENTARY
March Gallagher

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Organizational 

Meeting The Glasco Fire Com-
missioners  organizational  
meeting for 2020 will be on 
Monday, January 6, 2020 at 
6:00 pm. Our regular monthly 
meeting will then be on January 
13, 2020 at 7:00 pm. Then 
the meetings will resume on 
the second Monday of every 
month starting at 7:00 pm until 
further notice. Any questions 
please call Mike Tiano at 845-
246-5366.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

A hearing before the Zoning 
Board of Appeals will be held 
on Monday, January 6, 2020 at 

7 pm at the Frank D. Greco 
Senior Center, on the corner of 
Market St. and Robinson St., 
Saugerties NY on the following 
Appeal:

Applicant Info: S h e r r y 
Elkind / Puttin Plus455 Wash-
ington Avenue ExtSaugerties, 

NY 12477 SBL #: 18.1-3-
57.100 

 Purpose:  
The applicant wishes to add 
cover to go-kart track at Put-
tin Plus. Cover would be 120 
ft wide, 225 ft deep and 50 ft 
highThe applicant is asking for 
variances of 25 ft in front yard, 
20 ft on left side and 15 ft in 
height

The above application is 
open to inspection during 
regular business hours at the 
office of the Department of 
Safety and Buildings located 
at 4 High Street 845-246-2800 
Ext 333.  Persons wishing to 
appear and be heard at such 
hearing may do so in person or 
by attorney or other authorized 
representative. Communica-
tions in writing in relation tothe 
bove appeal may be filed with 
the Board of Appeals at 4 High 
St. or at meeting.

D. Jeanne Goldberg
Chairperson

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):  
Not Your Average Pony Party 
@ Hearts Delight Farm LLC

Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/25/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY  
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Not Your Average 
Pony Party @ Hearts Delight 
Farm 198 W. Saugerties Rd. 
Saugerties NY 12477. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
PARISIAN PROPERTY 

INSPECTIONS, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 11/12/2019. 
Office  in Ulster Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC whom 

process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 
27 Latham Circle, Saugerties, 
NY 12477, which is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Aube Lawncare LLC, Arts 

of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 10/31/2019. Cty: 
Ulster. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 1435 Old Ford Rd., 
New Paltz, NY 12561. General 
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE
SOLART CONCEPTS AND 

DESIGN, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
11/22/2019. Office in Ulster 
Co. SSNY desig. agent of LLC 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to 186 
George Sickle Rd., Saugerties, 
NY 12477, which is also the 
principal business location. 

LEGAL NOTICES
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

 LEGAL NOTICE
Name of LLC: Chuck the Pool 

Guy LLC Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York on October 
31, 2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to the LLC at 
48 Country Club Drive, Mount 
Marion, N.Y. 12456. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
East coast mechanical mainte-
nance. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 11/05/19. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 

upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: East 
coast mechanical maintenance 
18 Robinson st Saugerties NY 
12477. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.                      

 LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC):  
Umana Construction LLC. 
Articles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/5/2019. Office loca-
tion: Ulster County. SSNY  
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Umana Construc-
tion LLC 5 Kalina Dr. Saugerties 
NY 12477. Purpose: Any law-
ful   acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.

For too long women have 
had to make horrible 
tradeoffs in silence. 

By speaking out I hope to 
effect change.
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CommunityNotes
COMMUNITY

Angel memorial tree
The Cheerful Workers of Blue Mountain Reformed 
Church will sponsor their annual Memorial Christmas 
Tree of Angels, in which names of loved ones who have 
passed are written on angels and hung on a Christmas 
tree inside the church. The cost to purchase an angel is 
$1. Names will be listed in Saugerties Times. To place 
an angel on the tree, call 246-8093.

Blue Christmas service
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
hold their annual “Blue Christmas” service on Friday, 
Dec. 20 at 7:30 p.m., for those who struggle with sadness 
during the holidays because of personal losses, fi nancial 
diffi  culties or any other reason. For more information, 
call (845) 246-2867 or email refsaug.yahoo.com.

Winter Solstice celebration
Seed Song Farm at 160 Esopus Ave. in Kingston is 
hosting a Winter Solstice celebration and potluck 
supper on Saturday, Dec. 21 from 2-4:30 p.m. Enjoy 
a mix of fun and heartfelt activities to celebrate the 
returning sunlight, the renewal and bounty of the land, 
hope for a stable climate, and all beings of the earth, 
especially each other. The event will be held inside 
and outside the wood-heated greenhouse. Activities 
include a solstice fi re and ceremony – children may 
participate in the ceremony or play outside – singing, 
revelry, sale of sustainable gift items and a potluck 
supper including entrees from the farm’s chemical-free 
produce. The event is co-sponsored by Neetopk Kee-
topk, a group of local indigenous people who teach 
traditional wisdom as solutions to modern crises.
Information about weekly vegetable shares, volunteer 
opportunities and the center’s farm-based events and 
educational programs will also be available. Admission 
is by goodwill donation. Contribute to the potluck 
by bringing a dish to share or make a donation of 
money or time to the event. To RSVP, email name 
and expected number of adults and children to info@
SeedSongFarm.org or call (845) 383-1528. Wear warm 
layers to be comfortable outdoors around the fi re or 
inside the moderately-heated greenhouse. Prior to the 
event, consider attending the community event at the 
African Roots Library from noon to 2 p.m. For more 
information, visit SeedSongFarm.org/events.

Candlelight Christmas Eve service
The Centerville Methodist Church will hold a candlelight 
Christmas Eve service on Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome.

Christmas Eve candlelight service
The Reformed Church of Saugerties at 173 Main St. will 
hold a Christmas Eve candlelight service on Tuesday, 
Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m. Arrive early to enjoy the Christmas 
Jazz Trio at 7:10 p.m. For more information, call (845) 
246-2867 or email refsaug.yahoo.com.

Saugerties native makes All-Conference
Seven Hamilton College athletes were selected for the 
2019 New England Small College Athletic Conference 
Football All-Conference Team on Tuesday, Nov. 19, in-
cluding Saugerties High School graduate, James Ball, 
class of ‹21. Voted to the fi rst team on defense, Ball is 
on the all-conference team for the fi rst time as a de-
fensive lineman. He started every game at defensive 
end and ended up eighth in the conference with 37 
solo tackles. He was 17th with 53 total stops and 11th 
with four sacks. Ball forced two fumbles and recovered 
one, and blocked a kick.

History talk about Malden
The Friends of Historic Saugerties will present “A Brief 
History of Malden: From Palatines to Bigelows, Blue-
stone, Brick-making and Beyond” on Saturday, Jan. 4 at 
2 p.m. in the community room of the Saugerties Public 
Library. Join local resident and history enthusiast Paul 
Andreassen of Malden on Hudson for an illustrated 
presentation that will fi nd its roots in Benjamin Myer 
Brink’s An Early History of Saugerties, 1660-1825 (pub-

lished in 1902). Andreassen will focus on the infl uence 
of the Palatine community in the area, the pivotal role 
of Malden (Bristol) in the bluestone industry led by Asa 
Bigelow, and other interesting bits of informal history, 
stories, and legends that shed light on the riverside 
hamlet. All Friends of Historic Saugerties talks are 
free and open to everyone interested in local history. 
Seating is limited.

Sports Hall of Fame induction selection event
The Saugerties Sports Hall of Fame will hold the vote 
to determine the fi ve inductees for 2020 on Saturday, 
Jan. 4 at 11 a.m. in the off -ice training room at Kiwanis 
Ice Arena, 6 Small World Ave. in the Cantine Veterans 
Sports Complex. The inductees will be selected from 
the following individuals, who were chosen as the “Top 
Ten” nominees: Pat Caff rey, Jay Dodig, Jr., Jill Dodig-Co-
hen, Ed Duff y, Lars Hauck, Dale Martin, Steve “Einer” 
Martin, George Redder, Jim Speirs (posthumous), 
Janet Tanski-Caputo. All local Hall of Fame members 
are encouraged to attend and participate in the voting 
process. The induction banquet will be held in April.

Highway Department requests cooperation 
with winter plowing
All residents residing on town roads are asked to remove 
basketball hoops or any other roadside obstacles from 
the town-maintained right-of-way in anticipation of the 
winter season soon to arrive. The highway department 
will not be responsible for damage to anything left in 
the right-of-way. Residents are advised there is no 
parking on the street until after April 15, in order to allow 
snow removal to proceed without obstruction. It is the 
highway department’s job to keep the roads safe for all 
residents, and they appreciate cooperation in doing so. 
For more information regarding winter plowing, visit 
the Town of Saugerties website and click on “Highway 
Department” to view the “Wintertime Message” and 
“Mailbox Replacement Policy.”

Transfer Station will close in bad weather
The Town of Saugerties Transfer Station will be closed 
on inclement weather days for public safety. The trans-
fer station will resume normal operation the following 
business day as per their schedule, which can be found 
on the Town of Saugerties website. 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

‘Primar(il)y Red’ exhibit at Emerge Gallery
Emerge Gallery & Art Space at 228 Main St. is exhibiting 
“Primar(il)y Red: Art Celebrating the Color Red” through 
Sunday, Dec. 29, when a closing reception will be held 
from 3-5 p.m. Regular gallery hours are Fridays and 
Saturdays from noon to 6 p.m. and Sundays from noon 
to 5 p.m. For more information, call (845) 247-7515 or 
visit emergegalleryny.com.

Kristy Bishop annual studio art show
The Kristy Bishop Studio is exhibiting their 12th annual 
holiday art show through the end of the month at Lox 
of Bagels, 3103 Route 9W. The show is available to 
view daily during regular shop hours. The winners of 
the popular vote are Chloe Buck, 9, Regan Kavanagh, 
11, and Roxann Creen (adult). For more information, call 
(845) 246-8835 or email www.KristyBishopStudio.com.

‘The Black & White Group Show’ at 11 Jane St.
The Black & White Group Show, guest curated by artist 
Ford Crull, remains on view at 11 Jane Street Art Cen-
ter through Jan. 4. The show features internationally 
acclaimed artists inspired by high contrast. Artworks 
on display are by Valentina DuBasky, Peggy Cyphers, 
Johan Wahlstrom, Ford Crull, Daniel Rosenbaum, 
Antonia A Perez, Gabrielle Meyerowtiz, Dalila Pasotti, 
Jeff rey Bishop and Todd Monahan. Regular gallery 
hours are Saturday and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. 
and First Fridays from 5-8 p.m. For more information, 
visit 11janestreet.com.

Olana winter hours
The grounds of Frederic Church’s Olana are open daily 

from 8:30 a.m. to sunset. Enjoy the site’s 360° views 
and the wintertime landscape for snowshoeing and 
cross-country skiing. Tours of the main house and the 
artist-designed landscape are off ered Friday through 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Olana Museum Store 
and Visitor Center are open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Guided tours 
of the main house focus on the architecture, collections, 
Church’s international travels, the Hudson River School, 
and more. The second fl oor of the main house will reopen 
in the spring. Guided tours of the landscape focus on 
Church’s design of the farm, the lake, the carriage roads, 
the expansive views, and more. Landscape tours may 
be experienced via an electric vehicle, a guided walk, 
or a free audio tour, which can be downloaded from the 
Olana website. Landscape tours are weather-depen-
dent and tour availability will be updated accordingly.
Olana is a public park, and access to the historic land-
scape is free of charge. Tickets for house tours cost $15 
for adults and are free for children age 12 and under. 
Members of The Olana Partnership may visit at any 
time and receive free 40-minute tours or 60-minute 
tours for $5. Historic Landscape Driving Tours are 
$35 for all visitors. Due to the popularity of the tours, 
advance ticket purchases are strongly recommended. 
For more information or to purchase tickets online, 
visit www.OLANA.org.

Cable top picks
Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 1 and 7 p.m. “Sauger-
ties Town Board Meeting” recorded Dec. 11.
Wednesday, Dec. 25 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. and Thursday, 
Dec. 26 at 1 and 6 p.m. “First Friday Jazz: Christmas.” 
Running time: 21 minutes.

LIBRARY

Motherless daughters support group
A monthly support group for women who have lost 
their mothers or are estranged from their mothers will 
meet on Thursday, Dec. 19 at 6 p.m.

Art on a Cart
Kids age six and up are invited to drop in to the library 
on Saturdays to make a masterpiece to take home.

Toys for Tots
Donate new, unwrapped toys for kids in need to have 
a great holiday season. Find the box in the children’s 
room. Sponsored by the U.S. Marine Corps.

Litwits
Readers in grades 5-7 are invited to join others on 
Monday, Dec. 30 at 6:30 p.m. for a lively discussion 
about Loki’s Wolves by K.L. Armstrong and M.A. Marr.

Cool things free with a library card
Enjoy museum passes, Mango language classes, free 
lectures through Great Courses, stream Acorn TV and 
choose from more than 500 continuing education 
opportunities with Universal Classes. To get started, 
visit the library’s website. Library cards are free; simply 
bring a current photo ID to the circulation desk.

Tech help
Have a new device and don’t know how it works? 
Grab this opportunity to have teen volunteers answer 
questions about smartphones, iPads, tablets, laptops 
and more. Bring the device with you on Saturday, Jan. 
4 from 10 a.m. to noon.

Stuff ed animal slumber party
Wear your favorite jammies and bring a cuddly, plush 
toy to a winter’s night story time on Monday, Jan. 6 at 
6:30 p.m. Toys are invited to spend the night; pick them 
up again on Wednesday, Jan. 8 and watch the lobby TV 
to see what late-night antics took place in the library.

Internet safety
Learn how to make a complex password, about phishing 
and trolls, what kinds of links are okay to click through 
and more on Tuesday, Jan. 14 from noon to 1 p.m. Reg-
ister at the circulation desk or call 246-4317.
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Job help
Free expert resume help, interview and job search 
help and test preparation materials are available with 
a library card. Visit the library’s website and click on 
the green button, “Find a Job.”

Holiday hours
The library will be closed on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Dec. 24-25 for Christmas. The library will reopen on 
Thursday, Dec. 26 at 10 a.m. The library will close on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 at 2 p.m. and will be closed all day on 
Wednesday, Jan 1 in observance of the New Year holiday. 
The library will reopen on Thursday, Jan. 2 at 10 a.m.

Library information
Regular library hours are Monday through Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The library is located at 91 Washington Ave. 
The library webpage is www.saugertiespubliclibrary.
org. Calls and emails are welcome at (845) 246-4317 
and director@saugertiespubliclibrary.org.

photo courtesy: kristine conte/ulster boces

Marion Elementary School principal, and Tina Barber, teaching assistant and Adopt-A-Soldier liaison, load up 
three vehicles with 125 care packages for military serving overseas. 

SHOP
LOCAL

& 
WIN!!!

WIN a $50 Gift Certificate to:

Bare Furniture
Catskill Rose

Center for Therapeutic Massage
Chops

Crafts People
Crystal Connections

Early Terrible
Emerson

Gilded Carriage
Glo Spa

Handmade
Health & Nutrition Center
Historic Red Hook Diner

Isabella’s
Movita Dance

Mudd Club
The Nest Egg

October Country
Oriole 9

Paradise Emporium
    Pilates of New Paltz

PopCulture Collectibles
Postmark Books

The Pub
Rosendale WaxWorks Candles & Soaps

  Scarborough Fare
Story’s Nursery

Town & Country Liquors
Wallkill View Farm

The Wine Hutch
Woodstock Art Exchange

Woodstock Golf Club
Woodstock Healing Arts

And many more still joining the 
Shop Local Extravaganza!!!!!  

Send us a picture of you shopping 

local or a copy of your receipt.

Many winners each week between 
now and the end of the year. 

You can enter 
each week!!!

Email: info@ulsterpublishing.com

Mail: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402

Text: 845-332-0175

Include name and contact 
information!

Thank you for
shopping local!

PERFECT LAST MINUTE GIFT!
1 Year for $30!

SHOP, READ and SUPPORT LOCAL!!! 

With every 

gift subscription 
you give, you will be entered in our Shop Local Extravaganza Drawing to win a

$50 gift certificate
to participating local stores, spas, health classes, restaurants and more!!!

Keeping it local counts!!!
Send payment to: PO Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402, go to: hudsonvalleyone.com/gift-subscription or call: 845.334.8200

ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY
ALMANAC WEEKLY

A miscellany of Hudson Valley art, entertainment and adventure  |  Calendar & Classifieds |  Issue 10 |  Mar.  10 – 17
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Los Lobos with Ballet Folklórico MEXICANO

JON R. LUINI | CHIME Give a lit
tle

… Get a little… 

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

name:  ____________________________________

street address: ______________________________

town/city: _________________  state __  zip ____

phone:___________  email: __________________

TO: FROM:

O

JON R. LUINI | CHIME

PLUS: ALMANAC WEEKLY INSIDE
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LOCALErika Hinchey passes
Erika L. Hinchey died Wednesday, 

March 9 at Golden Hill Nursing & 

Rehab Center

SCHOOLSAll about choicesSaugerties AP Government students 

discuss the election

PARANORMALHaunted in Saugerties
Connecticut ghost hunter to speak at 

Inquiring Minds

SPORTSPotential for successThe future of the girls softball team relies 

on vets2

5

7

10

doug freese

The Saugerties Grist Mill at Seamon Park.

Mt. Marion Elementary
students and Elks send care packages
One hundred and twenty-fi ve care packages fi lled with much-needed items are being sent to men and women 
serving in the Armed Forces around the world thanks to the Elks Lodge #2574 of Saugerties and Mt. Marion Ele-
mentary School’s Adopt-A-Soldier program. Since Veterans Day, Mt. Marion families have been donating personal 
care items, non-perishable food snacks and simple games for the project. “This is our small way of giving back to 
those who are sacrifi cing so much,” said teaching assistant and Mt. Marion Adopt-A-Soldier liaison, Tina Barber.
Organizers at the school packaged the diff erent items into boxes, and on Tuesday, Dec. 11, members of the Elks 
Lodge visited the school to pick up the packages, telling the students and staff  that the outpouring of support was 
heartwarming.   

Get a new habit

A Saugerties Times subscription
costs less than a cup of coffee a week

Subscribe today at www.hudsonvalleytimes.com
subscribe@ulsterpublishing.com



16  •  Dec.  19 ,  2019   saugerties times


