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Don Williams 
departs
Prosecutor, jurist 
reflects on career 
as his time on the 
bench comes to 
an end  BY JESSE J. SMITH

In 2010, not long into Ulster 

County court judge Donald 
Williams’ tenure on the bench, 
deputies at the county sheriff ’s 
office had a laugh over an in-

carcerated defendant’s assessment of the 
longtime prosecutor-turned-jurist. The 
jail’s call-recording system captured the 
inmate lamenting the tough sentences 
handed down in Williams’ courtroom: 
“That dude is slaying [defendants] with 
time.”

Over the course of his decade on the 
bench and three more in the district at-
torney’s office, the 66-year-old Williams 
earned a reputation for dispensing tough 
justice on violent or repeat offenders, 
along with harsh critiques of attorneys 

Dan ‘Time’ Wyld

This week for Faces of 

Kingston I had an enjoyable 
chat with jack-of-all-trades, 
proud parent and man about 

town Dan “Time” 
Wyld. A fixture 
of the local scene 
for many years 
serving drinks 
during various 
legendary eras 
of our fair little 
k i n d - h e a r t e d 
city, Dan is an 
awesome guy 
who has seen 
it all and been 
there for a lot of 
folks by either 
helping them 
stop crying in 
their beer or 
yelling at them 
to stop singing 
so badly to ’80s 
songs. In all seri-
ousness, Wyld is 
a great dude and 
I am happy he 
spent some time 
with us this week 
kicking off the 
new year with a 

blend of cautious positivity and sly humor. 

Morgan Y. Evans: What is your earliest 
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 Dan “Time” Wyld and Maximus D. Wyld.

PHYLLIS McCABE

The principle of purpose
A KWANZAA CELEBRATION sponsored by Harambee was held Friday evening at the Restorative Justice and Community 

Empowerment Center on Broadway in Kingston. Here Shaniqua Bowden explains that Nia, meaning “Purpose,” is the fi fth prin-

ciple of Kwanzaa. It encourages people to look within to not only set personal goals but also to choose goals that benefi t their 

families and neighborhoods, and restore its people to their historical greatness. Shaniqua’s husband, Frank Waters, and their 

daughter, Sunil, age 7, also participated. There were interactive activities for all families, and food and music.

COMMUNITY

A Christmas feast for all
Congregation 

Emanuel 
hosts third 

annual 
open-to-all 

dinner 

A 
born-again 

C h r i s t i a n 
stepped into a 
temple for the 
first time on 

Christmas Day.
Claudia Ettinger said 

she had long admired the 
architecture of Congrega-
tion Emanuel when she 
walked past the building 
on Albany Avenue but 
until the Christmas Feast 
had never ventured inside 
a Jewish temple. Ettinger, 
who is almost 50, recently found shelter 
in a Kingston church basement after 
funding was withdrawn for her motel 
room in Highland and she was sleeping 
on the streets in Port Ewen. Ettinger does 
not work but would like to train to be a 
Certified Nursing Assistant.

It was also the first-ever Christmas 
Feast for Michael Ostrander, 40, who 

sported a T-shirt emblazoned with a Santa 
and the advice, “Don’t Stop Believing.” The 
native Kingstonian, whose generations 

ILONA ROSS

Ryker Norman and his two presents from Santa.

Joel Brink bids farewell to Ulster Town Board
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Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
• Updated and New Additions to 

Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
• Caring & Dedicated Staff

“Partnering your Health and Care 
with Healing and Compassion”

OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DEMENTIA UNIT OFFERS 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE ACCOMMODATIONS, 

WITH FOCUSED ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THE 
HIGHEST QUALITY OF LIFE.

 Long Term Care beds now available 
For more information about our facility and/or to 

schedule a tour, please call our admissions office at 
845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

Helping Injured People for Generations 
•  Catastrophic Injuries 
•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
•  Construction Accidents 
•  Car / Truck Crashes
•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
•  Dog Bites/Vicious Animal 

“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk

255 Fair Street 
Kingston, NY

(845) 331-4100 

1390 Route 9W 
Marlboro, NY

(845) 236-4411 www.rwhm.com
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Legislature passes composting law
Major producers of food waste would be compelled 
to divert it from landfills  BY CHRISTINA COULTER

A 
local law that would impose man-

datory composting and food diversion 
requirements on businesses that produce 
large amounts of food waste was approved 
unanimously by the Ulster County legis-

lature at their Dec. 18 meeting. The Food Waste and 
Recovery Act is an effort to reduce waste; statewide, 
food waste makes up 18 percent of our solid waste 
stream, and produces the greenhouse gas methane 
when it’s put in a landfill.

If signed into law by County Executive Pat Ryan, 
the measure would go into effect on July 1, 2020 — a 
year and a half sooner than a similar law passed on the 
state level. To begin with, businesses or institutions 
that produce more than two tons of food waste per 
week would have to divert inedible food waste into 
a composting program. (Edible food would have to 

be diverted to either a food bank or to animal feed or 
other agricultural use.)

By 2021, these requirements would extend to those 
producing one ton of food waste per week. By 2022, 
those producing three-quarters of a ton of food waste 
would be under the requirements and finally, by 2023, 
the threshold would be lowered to those producing a 
half-ton of food waste per week.

Affected operations include supermarkets, food 
service businesses, hotels, correctional facilities, sports 
or entertainment venues, hospitals, nursing homes, 
schools and universities and food preparation and 
processing businesses.

According to Legislator Manna Jo Greene, the law’s 
sponsor, 25 to 30 facilities in Ulster will be impacted.

“I was pleased to learn that so much food and or-
ganic waste is already being successfully diverted by 

conscientious businesses throughout Ulster County. 
Many schools and private individuals have well-es-
tablished food diversion and composting underway,” 
said Greene, a Rosendale Democrat. “These successful 
operations can serve as a model to others who want 
to get started.”

Greene estimates that more than 10,000 tons of 
food waste per year will be diverted when the law is 
fully implemented in 2023.

A public hearing on the act is scheduled for Jan. 7 
at 5:30 p.m. in the legislature’s chambers at the County 
Office Building in Uptown Kingston; representatives 
from County Executive Pat Ryan’s office said this week 
that he will take opinions aired at this hearing into 
account when he decides whether to sign the measure 
into law.

Impacted businesses or individuals interested in 
composting can contact the Ulster County Resource 
Recovery Agency’s “Partner in Composting Program.”

Composting guidance is also offered at the UCRRA 
website.

To schedule a free site visit, learn about the poten-
tial cost savings of composting, discuss the program 
or coordinate staff training, contact UCRRA at (845) 
336-0600 or mleg@ucrra.org.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

memory of Kingston? Something burned into your 
retinas or maybe just a happy impression. [Laughs.] 
Dan Wyld: Well, that’s got to be walking from Abeel 
Street to Snapper Magee’s to pick up the keys before 
working my first shift. I was young and didn’t know 
really anyone at all in the city so it was definitely an 
adventure in the works.

MYE: You have met a lot of people over the years here. 
What do you think is a common trait or two that a lot 
of area folks exhibit? 
DW: Creativity, for sure. Definitely a concentration of 
inspiration. The people just hit different here.

MYE: Where are you currently working? What have 
been some of your favorite jobs in Kingston over the 
years and do you have any funny memories you “can” 
share that are on the PG-13 side?  
DW: First and foremost my main job right now is my 
son Maximus Danger Wyld, he is the handful that 
was aptly named. However, I bartend wherever I’m 
asked; From events like live band karaoke and New 
Year’s Eve at BSP to covering a shift or two at the 
Anchor, helping Stone Ridge Orchard in Rosendale 
during apple-picking season to all the way up to Van 
Winkle’s Bar at Hunter Mountain now that it’s ski/

snowboarding season.
As far as funny stories are concerned, if you know 

the people of Kingston at all just imagine a heavy pour 
and all of our personalities unleashed until the wee 
hours of the morning. It almost always ends the next 
day with the phrase, “Dannit!”

MYE: I saw a Facebook post of yours about how 
“getting old is weird” and I can relate but wondered 
what you enjoy about experiencing this thing they 
call “adulthood” in our community? What are some 
of your current hobbies? 
DW: I mean adulthood ... it’s completely absurd. Your 
body betrays you at every turn and your priorities shift 
in ways that you never thought would ever happen to 
you. You realize how selfish one can be and also how 
ridiculous it is. Adulthood is definitely challenging 
here but probably because I’m still not very good at 
it, haha. So what do I enjoy about adulthood? It’s less 
hollow, has more substance. Sometimes we all get 
caught in ruts and gutters and I feel like adulting has 
lifted my head a bit.

I’m sort of a jack of hobbies in that I start a new 
one as quick as I drop one. The most consistent one is 
boardgaming. I love playing boardgames; Mansions of 
Madness, Catan, Carcassonne, Splendor, Terraforming 
Mars, Stuffed Fables ... The list goes on and on! We 
have game nights and they often have to be done on 
days before everyone has off as I want to play until 
the sun comes up.

MYE: Very cool you are still doing that. What is some-
thing from years gone by in Kingston’s past that is no 
longer here that you miss? 
DW: Hmm, affordable rents? Stores open later than 10 
p.m.? I dunno, Indian food? Yea, I miss Indian food. 
Locally at least. I’m trying to think of anything that’s 
really gone here ... I guess since I’ve never left I have 
adapted to changes seamlessly however I’m willing to 
wager that as soon as this goes to print I’ll remember 
something and forehead slap, haha.

MYE: What are you most excited about for 2020 as 
this decade comes to an end? 
DW: Well I’m excited for April 10 as my boy begins the 
wonderful journey to his terrible twos, spoiler — he’s 
already begun. Honestly, 2019 was a dumpster fire 
all around everywhere so I’m hoping 2020 will bring 
the fire department. I like to stay optimistic without 
goading the coming year like I did in 2018. Oh wait, 
I look forward to not being as fat!

MYE: Do you have any advice for people who want to 
go into the bar or hospitality fields as far as how to deal 
with people who can maybe be annoying? [Laughs.]
DW: Yeah, it’s not for everyone. You need an excep-
tional amount of patience, great sense of humor and 
the ability to tell people “no” in ways that they still 
like you. Getting your break requires being the person 
that place wants to work with and a bit of luck. Also, 
everyone is gonna be different and have a different style 
but the best advice I have for once you’re already in 
is, there’s a fine line between fun and fuckery so ride 
the waves of chaos well. As with anything, you really 
have to love what you do at your very core.

Faces of Kingston
Continued from Page 1
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It is possible to
Live and Enjoy Life

without Alcohol and 
Other Drugs

Helping the chemically dependent
take that First Step for over
4 decades and 4 generations.Inpatient Rehabilitation  

and Wellness Center

After Hours: 845.532.2418
845.626.3555 • www.villaveritas.org

5 Ridgeview Rd, PO Box 610, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

Make 2020 the year 
your recovery begins. 

Start your journey here.
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Brink’s farewell
Longtime town councilman honored 
as he retires from board  BY CRISPIN KOTT

For the first time in two decades, 

the Ulster Town Board will not include 
among its members Joel Brink. Brink, 
who decided to not run for a sixth consec-
utive term last fall, served as a councilman 

at his last meeting on Thursday, Dec. 19.
Brink was elected to the town board for the first 

time in 1999, running on the Republican line. During 
his 20 years as a councilman, Brink served under four 
different supervisors: Lisa Groppuso, Fred Wadnola, 
Nick Woerner and James Quigley III. Groppuso and 
Woerner were Democrats, Wadnola and Quigley Re-
publicans. Brink’s brother David was a Democratic 
member of the town board in the mid-2000s.

Brink has lived in the Town of Ulster his entire life, 
graduating from Kingston High School in 1954 and 
serving in the U.S. Army Reserve from 1952 to 1960. 
During his last town board meeting as a councilman, 
Brink confirmed that he’s here to stay.

“I want to thank the people of the Town of Ulster for 
giving me the privilege to serve in the Town of Ulster, 
where I have lived all my life,” Brink said. “I was born 
and raised here. I went to school in the Town of Ulster. 
I worked in the Town of Ulster. I raised my family in 
the Town of Ulster. I have no intentions of leaving.”

Brink was honored during the meeting with a 
resolution read, with emotion, by Quigley.

“Whereas Joel Brink began his service as a Town 
of Ulster town councilman on January 1, 2000 and 
will retire from town government on December 
31st, 2019, and whereas Joel will have served on the 
Town of Ulster town board for 20 years, having been 
elected to five terms as town councilman,” Quigley 
read. “And whereas Joel has been a committed and 
dedicated public servant, and has worked tirelessly 
and cooperatively to promote the well-being of the 
citizens of the Town of Ulster. And whereas Joel 

has been involved in numerous initiatives of great 
importance to the Town of Ulster and has served in 
his role as Town councilman with professionalism, 
integrity, humanity and compassion. And whereas 
Joel is a lifelong resident of the Town of Ulster and 
he hails from a family with a commitment to public 
service that spans the generations. And whereas 
the Town of Ulster wishes to recognize Joel for his 
dedication and excellent service to the citizens of 
the Town of Ulster and express appreciation for 
his work. Now therefore be it resolved that the 
Town of Ulster town board hereby honors Joel B. 
Brink for a long and distinguished career in local 
government in the Town of Ulster and for his com-
mitment, dedication and leadership. The Town of 
Ulster Town Board hereby expresses its appreciation 
for his service to our community and wishes him a 
healthy, fulfilling retirement.”

Quigley said at a dinner three nights earlier cel-
ebrating his service to the community, Brink was 
honored by the state Senate, the state Assembly, the 
county legislature and the Republican Party of both 
the county and town of Ulster.

“It was quite a long event,” Quigley said. “Mr. Brink 
didn’t get an opportunity to say anything at the end 
of that. So Joel, I’m giving you the opportunity to say 
anything you want and everything that you want that 
you haven’t said over the last 20 years. Because he has 
been known to be the quiet, deliberative person on 
the board that has only spoken when it was absolutely 
necessary and he needed to make a point. So, Mr. Brink, 
I’m proud to give you the microphone.”

Brink thanked the voters in the town and those he 
served with during his time as a councilman, especially 
those who helped show him the ropes early on.

“As you know, I wouldn’t have put in 20 years if 
it wasn’t for the voters in the Town of Ulster and I 

thank them,” he said. “And I also want to thank the 
employees at the town and the public officials because 
they were very instrumental in helping me. Because 
when you come on the town board, you think you 
know it all; after the first meeting, you don’t know 
anything. So you have to rely on these people to help 
you. And they helped me and I really appreciate it. 
And some of the old-time committeemen, council 
members, they also helped with their experience 
and it didn’t make the job a lot easier, but it made it 
somewhat easier.”

Brink also acknowledged the support of his family, 
beginning with his wife Gisela.

“She put up with a lot of anxiety with me going 
to meetings,” Brink said. “She had stuff planned and 
I’d come home and say, ‘Can’t do it, I’ve got to go to 
a meeting.’ And she accepted that and she helped me 
get through the 20 years. I also have my daughter 
Lisa [Cohen], and she was very instrumental in 
keeping me in politics. She kept saying, ‘Go, go, 
keep going.’ And I listened to her. She listened to 
me for good many years, so I had to listen to her, 
and I’m glad that I did. And I have a son-in-law that 
supported me, and my grandson. So I had a lot of 
family support.”

Brink was given a card signed by town employees, 
all of whom chipped in to give him a $100 gift card 
to what Quigley called Brink’s “favorite restaurant,” 
Lox of Bagels.

“Unfortunately it’s in Saugerties,” Quigley said. 
“Read the card, appreciate the heartfelt feelings that 
are communicated there, and when you go to Lox of 
Bagels and have your next meal, there’s many meals 
in that gift card. I know that because I was told you 
only spend $3 when you go up there. So you’ve got 
about a month’s worth of meals.”

TOWN OF ULSTER

CATHERINE McNEAL

Home Staging     Virtual Staging     Redesign

917.573.4179

www.lifestyled.com
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BRIEFLY NOTED

Kingston Times (USPS# 25157) is published weekly 
52 times a year by Ulster Publishing Co., Inc., 322 
Wall St., Kingston, NY 12401-3820. Periodicals 
Postage Paid at Kingston, NY. Postmaster: Send 
address changes to Kingston Times, PO Box 3329, 
Kingston, NY 12402-3329. Subscriptions are $45 
per year in county, $40 senior citizen rate, $50 
out of county; e-subscriptions are $25 per year. 
Kingston Times is distributed at $1.50 per copy at 
Kingston area newsstands. For additional copies and 
information call 845.334.8200, fax: 845.334.8202: 
email; kingstontimes@gmail.com; or got to hud-
sonvalleyone.com/subscribe.

Tucker tapped to lead 
Ulster Savings board

Ulster Savings Bank this week 
named F. Michael Tucker as its 
new chairman of the board of 
trustees.

Tucker, a Kingston native 
who now lives in Delmar, is 
president of Tucker Strategies, 
Inc., an energy, real estate, and 
economic development fi rm, 
providing services throughout 

the Hudson Valley. According 
to the bank, Tucker previously 
served as president and CEO of 
the Center for Economic Growth 
and was a principal with Mer-
cer Companies, a real estate 
development fi rm. A graduate 
of Villanova University and 
Villanova School of Law, he is 
active in economic development 
and not-for-profi t organizations 
throughout the region, including 
the New York State Economic 
Development Council and Pat-
tern for Progress.

Annual winter bird 
count set for Jan. 11

The 15th annual Esopus 
Bend Nature Preserve Winter 
Bird Count will be conducted 
on Saturday, Jan. 11 from 7:45 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Participants will 
census wintering birds throughout 
the 160-acre preserve, record-
ing numbers of individuals and 
species diversity. Results from 
the count will become part of the 
preserve’s biodiversity database 
and will help provide future guid-
ance for land management and 
stewardship decisions.

The diurnal part of the survey 
starts at approximately 7:45 
a.m. at Esopus Bend Nature 
Preserve, located on the banks 
of the Esopus Creek. Previous 
counts conducted during early 
January have recorded a cumu-
lative total of 68 species and 
a single-year high count of 966 
individuals. Highlights from 
previous events include sightings 
of the Bohemian Waxwing, White-
winged Crossbill, Gray Catbird, 
Field Sparrow, Savannah Spar-
row, Winter Wrens, six species 
of woodpeckers and double-digit 
numbers of wintering Hermit 
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who made the mistake of entering his courtroom 
unprepared.

Despite his reputation for toughness, Williams has 
also worked to make his vision of punishment — fol-
lowed by redemption and reform — manifest in efforts 
to assist addicts and help the formerly incarcerated 
reintegrate into society. As he prepared to step down 
from the bench at year’s end, Williams sat down with 
Ulster Publishing for the first time since his election 
as county court judge to talk about his 40-year career 
in Ulster County’s criminal justice system. 

Williams grew up on Crown Street in Uptown 
Kingston, in the shadow of the Ulster County court-
house. He would pass by the iconic structure every day 
on his way from school to religious instruction. The 
son of an accountant and a homemaker and real-estate 
agent, Williams said he recognized early on that he 
had an unusual aptitude for debate, a talent he could 
put to use in the legal profession.

“I refer to it as my gift, my family used to call it 
the curse,” said Williams. “I always felt I could try to 
understand both sides of an argument, and, once de-
cided, aggressively and persuasively argue my position.”

Williams took that gift to Seton Hall, then Albany 
Law School and then, after passing the bar, to the 
county district attorney’s office, where he went to work 
for then-DA and future state supreme court judge E. 
Michael Kavanagh. At the time, Williams said he had 
no plans to make a career on the prosecution side of 
the bar. Rather, he planned to follow a well-worn path 
for fledgling attorneys — put in a few years in a DA’s 
office, gain valuable trial experience, and then move 
on to more lucrative work as a litigator. Having grown 
up in modest, albeit comfortable circumstances, the 
aspiration to become a high-rolling trial attorney 
had allure for Williams. “Money and to be rich was a 

consideration,” said Williams of his early career plans. 
“I knew I had a gift. I wanted to be a trial lawyer for 
a long time. I wanted to go into private practice and 
make a lot of money.”

A change in career plans
That path would shift, unalterably, with a horrific 

crime that unfolded among Marlborough’s apple or-
chards. On March 13, 1979, Antonio Navarro and David 
Cruz abducted a 15-year-old girl from Haverstraw in 
her mother’s car. The pair took her to an apple farm 
in the southern Ulster County town, where they broke 
into a trailer. Over the next 24 hours Cruz and Navarro 
repeatedly sexually assaulted the victim at knifepoint. 
The next day, they left her hogtied and gagged on the 
dirt floor of a woodshed. Williams still marvels that 
the frail teenager was able to free herself from her 
bonds and make her way to safety.

Barely a year out of law school, Williams was 
assigned to prosecute the case because, he believes, 
as the office’s youngest ADA, his superiors thought 
he was best suited to establish a rapport with the 
teen victim. Cruz would go on to plead guilty to 
a single count of rape. He was sentenced to six to 
18 years in state prison and died there in 1995.
Navarro opted to go to trial. Williams recalls the 
trepidation he felt knowing that the girl would have 
to testify in excruciating detail about her ordeal and 
fearing she would freeze up on the witness stand. Forty 
years later, he pauses to collect himself as he describes 
the climactic moment of the trial.

“She steps down from the witness stand, walks 
over to the defense table and said, ‘This is the man 
who tried to ruin my life,’” recalls Williams. “To see 
the courage of that young lady was amazing after what 
had happened to her. She didn’t want it to happen to 
someone else.”

Navarro was convicted on all counts and received 
consecutive maximum terms for rape, robbery, kid-
napping and other crimes. He was released in 2012 
after 33 years in prison. After the trial, Williams began 
receiving letters from the victim, a correspondence 

that lasted until her untimely death under 
circumstance the judge declines to discuss. 
The trial, he said, set him on the course of a 
career prosecutor. “After that trial, I couldn’t 
imagine anything that would fulfill me more 
than seeing justice done, in my eyes,” said 
Williams. “Suddenly $15,000 a year wasn’t 
so bad because there were more important 
things, or at least more fulfilling things.”

A tough DA, but that’s 
not the whole story

Within a few years of that trial, Williams 
was promoted to chief assistant district attor-
ney. In 1999, when Kavanagh left the office to 
become county judge, Williams was appointed 
to the top job. He would go on to win election 
to two four-year terms as DA. As the county’s 
top law enforcement officer, Williams earned 
a reputation for driving hard bargains on plea 
agreements, mandating that defendants plead 
guilty to the top count in any indictment in 
exchange for a deal. He also personally pros-
ecuted dozens of high-profile cases at trial.

But Williams said, his reputation as a 
tough-on-crime DA belied efforts by himself 
and his predecessor both to modernize the 
office and to look for solutions beyond the 
jailhouse. During his tenure as chief assistant 
and as DA, Williams said, the office created a 
domestic violence task force, hired the county’s 
first sexual assault nurse examiner, and helped 
a create a program — a precursor to today’s 
drug courts — to provide jail-based outpatient 
and inpatient services to addicts.

“[Kavanagh] and I were able to accomplish 
a lot, in terms of change. As DAs we were ahead 

of the curve in what was then a very rural conservative 
county,” said Williams.

In 2007, it appeared that Williams was ready 
to pursue his long-deferred ambition to be-
come a private-practice litigation attorney. He 
passed on a third term as DA to join his friend 
Dave Clegg’s legal practice in Uptown Kingston. 
Williams’ tenure there was a short one. In 2009, 
county court judge Mike Bruhn told Williams that he 
would not seek another ten-year term on the bench 
and encouraged him to run for the office. Williams 
defeated Deborah Schneer, who’d been appointed by 
the governor to fill the remainder of Bruhn’s term, and 
donned the judicial robes.

On the bench, Williams established himself 
as an exacting taskmaster and a hard worker 
presiding over an average of 20 trials each year. 
Williams praised his court attorney, John Prizzia, as a 
critical component of the operation. Prizzia has been 
at Williams’ side since he served as an assistant district 
attorney and later chief assistant in the DA’s office. As 
court attorney, Prizzia researches case law and handles 
much of the painstaking behind-the-scenes work that 
goes into the adjudicating more than 300 felony cases 
each year. “He has the knowledge of the law, the talent 
to try cases, and the drive to work,” said Williams. “As 
proud and as confident as I am about my abilities, the 

Don Williams departs
Continued from Page 1

DAN BARTON

Judge Don Williams back in 2009, as he began his ten-year 

term on the bench.

TLK LLC

Portable Toilet Rentals

845-658-8766
845-417-6461
845-706-7197 

TLKportables@gmail.com • TLKportables.com

Construct ion Si tes
Party Events • Weddings
Campsites • F lea Markets

Weekends • Weekly • Month ly
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Thrushes. Full-day participation 
is not required, but participants 
should be prepared to invest sev-
eral hours out in the fi eld in cold 
winter conditions. To register, 
email Steve Chorvas at schor-
vas@gmail.com or call (845) 
246-5900 no later than noon on 
Friday, Jan. 10. For more infor-
mation about upcoming nature 
walks and paddles, visit www.
esopuscreekconservancy.org.

MLK tribute will be Jan. 19
Woodstock’s 29th annual 

Birthday Tribute to the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. will be held 

on Sunday, Jan. 19 at 2 p.m. 
at Mescal Hornbeck Communi-
ty Center, 56 Rock City Road, 
Woodstock. The event this year 
is dedicated to honoring the 
memory of Esther Taylor-Evans, 
who passed away in October. 
The event will feature Pastor G. 
Modele Clarke, New Progressive 
Baptist Church; Pam Africa, 
International Concerned Family 
& Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal; 
Frank Waters and Tyrone Wilson 
of Harambee; and Bill McKenna, 
Woodstock town supervisor. 
Special guest performers include 
Marlene Merritt and Kitt Potter. 

The tribute is sponsored by the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Planning 
Committee, Haitian People’s Sup-
port Project and Town of Wood-
stock as part of Black History 
Month 2020. Admission is free. 
For more information, call (845) 
679-7320 or visit blackhistory-
monthkingston.org.

Open house co-hosted 
by Ulster BOCES 
and SUNY Ulster

An open house, co-hosted by 
Ulster BOCES Adult Career Edu-
cation Center and SUNY Ulster, 
will be held on Wednesday, Jan. 

22 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the 
Ulster BOCES Career & Techni-
cal Center, 319 Broadway in Port 
Ewen. Prospective students may 
tour the facility, meet with career 
counselors and course instruc-
tors, register for classes, learn 
about fi nancial assistance, and 
more. Representatives from both 
organizations will be on hand to 
provide information and answer 
questions about adult career ed-
ucation programs, which provide 
students with customized career 
training and instruction on a 
wide variety of special interest 
topics. The new catalog for win-

ter and spring courses available 
at Ulster BOCES Adult Career 
Education Center has been 
released and may be viewed at 
www.ulsterboces.org/adultedcat-
alog. Courses include surgical 
technology, adult literacy, child 
development, cosmetology, elec-
trical apprenticeship, nursing 
assistant, welding and HVAC 
(heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning). For more informa-
tion, call SUNY Ulster at (845) 
339-2025 or Ulster BOCES at 
(845) 331-5050.

reason I can do what I do is because of John.”

Here comes the judge
Williams’ style on the bench is serious, stern and 

appears aimed at creating an atmosphere of gravity. In 
other courts, judges and attorneys engage in fast-paced 
jargon-laden proceedings in an effort to clear cases 
quickly. Williams, by contrast, makes time to speak to 
defendants slowly and carefully in a smooth baritone 
and measured cadence as he asks if they understand 
the rights they are giving up by pleading guilty. He will 
address jurors and victims and sometimes expound at 
some length about the harm a defendant has caused. 
Williams’ style has earned him hushed criticism from 
prosecutors and defense attorneys alike, who complain 
about his manner, his inflexibility on plea agreements, 
and his in-court chastisement of lawyers who provoke 
his ire. But Williams views his work on the bench as 
more important than his popularity among fellow 
members of the bar. He also sees part of his job as 
teaching young attorneys the nuances of criminal 
law from the bench, offering correction when needed. 

“I am demanding of lawyers, but there is just too 
much at stake in my courtroom,” said Williams. “And 
I’m not just talking about victims and their families, 
I’m talking about defendants, I’m talking about the 
community.”

For defendants, Williams’ manner can range 
from withering to near-fatherly, depending on their 
crimes and their level of remorse. When a con-
victed pedophile repeatedly interrupted Williams 
sentencing, the judge had court officers gag him. 
But Williams is also known to offer words of encourage-
ment and support to addicts who have turned a corner 
while in jail and to cut years off of sentences for defen-
dants whom he believes express true remorse. He has 
made it a habit of interrupting defendants’ post-convic-
tion statements to the court and to their victims with 
questions. A young man who claims he got in trouble 
running with a bad crowd might be asked why he chose 
to associate with them. A defendant who blames their 
crime on alcohol might be asked pointedly if someone 
held a gun to their head and forced them to drink. 
The point of the questioning, Williams said, is to probe 
whether the defendants have a true understanding of 
the magnitude of their crimes and are truly committed 
to changing their ways. Williams also defended his 
reputation for tough sentences, noting that he reserved 
long prison terms for either violent offenders or those 
who continue in a life of crime after having been given 
multiple opportunities to reform.

“It gives me no joy to sentence people to prison,” 
said Williams. “But it’s not about punishment, it’s about 

deterrence, it’s about rehabilitation, it’s about making 
victims feel that justice has been done and making the 
community have greater faith in the system.”

Putting down the gavel
Earlier this year, Williams announced that he would 

not seek a second term on the bench. The judge, a 
Republican, said that it was not a choice entirely of his 
own making. At 66, he is eligible to serve as a judge for 
another four years. Williams said that he had formed a 
campaign committee and was preparing to announce 
his run when “political machinations” upon which he 
declined to elaborate caused him to rethink his plans. 
On January 1, Democrat Bryan Rounds, who made 
frequent appearances as a defense attorney before 
Williams, will be sworn in as the new county judge. 

In the end, Williams, a widower, said that it was 
his daughter’s words that convinced him it was time to 

end his 40-year career in the criminal justice system. 
“She said ‘Dad, Mom and I think that you have done 
enough,” recalls Williams. “The next day I called my 
people and said I don’t think I’ve done enough, but it 
was time. And I’m going to miss this.”

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES

DAVID R. DOLAN, CPA, P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

TWO LOCATIONS
2901 Route 9W By Appointment Only
Saugerties, NY 12477 34 North Road
Ph. (845) 246-8934 Tillson, NY 12486

www.Dolancpapc.com
Year Round Tax, Accounting & Payroll Services for Individuals,

Businesses, Estates, Trusts & LLCs

 ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS 
PROFESSIONAL • AFFORDABLE • RELIABLE

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

Open 7 Days a Week

DINER - RESTAURANT

Happy Holidays
10% off your meal
with this coupon

Cut out or take a picture of coupon

Gift Certificates 
make the Perfect Gift!

Baking Done on Premises
1071 Ulster Avenue Mall

Kingston NY • (845) 336-6514



6  THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 2020  KINGSTON TIMES  

of Hudson Valley ancestors included Dutch, English, 
German and Irish, used to work at Hannaford but gave 
it up when his mobility and health would no longer 
permit. Ostrander is able to pay his rent thanks to 
RUPCO.  He was able to enjoy a sumptuous feast, take-
out foods of all kinds, and a new pair of men’s socks.

Congregation Emanuel of the Hudson Valley’s 
Third Annual Christmas Feast, run in partnership 
with Family of Woodstock, aimed to serve those who 
are food-insecure or would otherwise be alone on 
Christmas. This year, 210 guests were welcomed and 
fed in person, and many dozens of others received 
abundant food and presents by delivery.   

Volunteers prepared and served as main courses 
turkey and stuffing, smoked salmon, rice and beans, 

lasagna and many side dishes. The dessert table was 
brimming with apple, pumpkin and cherry pies, cakes, 
cookies, brownies and fruit.

Area businesses and organizations contributed to 
the offerings. Hannaford, St. James Church, and Ulster 
Gleans provided turkeys; Stone Soup gave the stuffing; 
Riviera Produce and Health and Nutrition offered 
potatoes and maple syrup; Bread Alone, Cake Box, 
Deising’s, Meredith Bread and Mother Earth donated 
breads and desserts; Boice Bros. Dairy gave cartons of 
milk; and Adams Fairacre Farms, Hannaford, Sam’s 
Club, ShopRite and Tops Market provided gift certifi-
cates. Stone Pony lent the feast hot boxes and a cooler.

Guests were treated to live music from Cantor Bob 
Cohen and the HV Jubilee playing American stan-
dards; The Gold Hope Duo offering upbeat rockabilly, 
rhythm & blues, country and folk; and Saints of Swing, 
playing Dixieland jazz, ballroom and blues. Mack 
Williams, a Saugerties High School student, was the 
emcee and a featured soloist.  Volunteers and guests 
also pitched in during the singalongs to “Jingle Bells” 
and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”

The musicians were among hundreds of volunteers 

who made the event possible.  

Volunteers organized the menu, enlisted 

contributions from area vendors, cooked and 
baked, picked up food from participating busi-

nesses, decorated the temple’s social hall, wrapped 
hundreds of presents for kids of all ages, transported 
guests who would otherwise not be able to come or 
delivered food and presents to their homes, arranged 
takeout, directed parking, served and conversed with 
guests, bussed tables, distributed gifts, packaged food 
for departing guests, and cleaned up.

Santa Claus arrived to give out gifts for all the 
children (community secret ... most gifts were from 
People’s Place). This year, for the first time, there was 
also a special Kids Corner, where the youngest guests 
did arts and crafts and played with Legos.

When the feast ended, guests took food home with 
them, along with packaged milk, bread and rolls, 
cakes, and men’s and women’s socks.  All leftovers 
were donated to Family of Woodstock in New Paltz, 
Darmstadt Shelter in Kingston, and Chiz’s Heart 
Street in Kingston.

A Christmas feast for all
Continued from Page 1

HARVEY L. SINGER

Servers Tessa Thayer, Amelia Legare and Helene Fliegler helped keep everyone fed.

NEED GUTTERS? GOT LEAFGUARDS?
WANT THE BEST? CALL 845-246-8720

SERVING 
ULSTER & ALL 
SURROUNDING

COUNTIES 

INSTALLATIONS • .032 GAUGE USED EXCLUSIVELY 
COPPER WORK • FREE ESTIMATES • COLORS AVAILABLE

Fully Insured • Over 30 Years Experience

Sore Feet?
New 
Patients 
Welcome
We accept most insurances including Fidelis Care!

Dr. Jonathan Sumber
845•331•0601  |  190 Fair St., Kingston, NY

ELECTION 2019

DA’s race recounting goes on
Officials say process could be done by next week

“W
e’re finishing Rosendale, 

Saugerties was done early because 
of the close races there,” said Ash-
ley Dittus, Democratic commis-
sioner of elections here in Ulster 

County, about the hand recount of all the ballots cast 
in the 2019 election for district attorney. The initial 
counts, finished Dec. 11 after a prolonged period of 
wrangling over absentee and challenged ballots, had 
Democrat Dave Clegg the winner by a mere 79 votes 
out of more than 52,500 cast over Republican Mike 
Kavanagh.

The County Charter calls for a recount if the total 
margin between the candidates is less than two-tenths 
of 1 percent, though had Kavanagh conceded, the 
recount would not have had to take place. 

As of Monday afternoon, Dec. 30, not including 
Rosendale, board of elections personnel had complete-
ly counted 31,909 of the Election Day ballots. “That 
leaves 11,776 for Election Day machines, plus the early 

voting, another 7 433 ... that’s all the voting system 
ballots,” said Dittus. The rest are paper ballots — ab-
sentees and challenged votes, which will be counted 
again, though they were scrutinized carefully by both 
sides in the original tally. 

Dittus said nothing much has changed in the 
counting thus far. 

“There’s one [vote] pickup for Dave. There’s a few 
they’ve challenged for stray marks, or where they made 
squiggles, so we’ll count two for Kavanagh.” 

And she opined, “Things might change slightly, but 
it’s not going to get through to 80 votes.” 

She speculated on a timetable. “We’re closed on 
Wednesday [New Year’s Day] but everyone is here 
Tuesday and Thursday. We’re going at a pretty good 
pace now, there are no issues. I think well be done 
sometime next week.”

And that will be the end of it, unless someone files 
a lawsuit.

ULSTER PUBLISHING STAFF
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Notice a change in a loved one?  
We are here to help

For many families, the holidays 
are the first time they’ve seen 
their loved ones in a while. 

If someone is acting differently, 
and you suspect it may be 
dementia, the Alzheimer’s 
Association Hudson Valley 
Chapter is here for you. We 
have a variety of programs and 
resources that can help. 

Call our 24/7 Helpline at 
800.272.3900 or visit us online 
at alz.org/hudsonvalley.

800.272.3900 • alz.org/hudsonvalley
This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 

Freedom
toRELAX

12 month no interest  
financing on all Hot Springs Spas.

1606 Ulster Avenue,
Lake Katrine 

(Next to Adams) Family owned and operated for over 30 years

336-8080
www.aquajetpools.com

Fantasy Spa models$3,19500

Happy New Year!

We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

Gene Epstein, FNP
Home Visits & Sliding Scale Available

Now Approved for PTSD  
& Chronic Pain

For Information  
& Appointment Call:

845-430-4239

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 9 AM - 6 PM • SUNDAY: 12 PM - 4 PM

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Homemade cakes, pastries, cookies, 
breads, soups & sandwiches

8 Fair St. Kingston, N.Y. 12401

845-339-4715
Hours: Tues - Sat: 7A-5P • Sun: 7A-2P • Closed Monday
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Jimminy Peak
Over 35 Years Experience

Full Chimney Service
Installation of 

Chimneys
Stainless Steel 

Relining
Repairs • Rain Caps

845-338-0704

Saugerties school-roof fix
On December 10 the Saugerties school board ap-

proved a $105,900 bid for roof repairs at the Cahill El-
ementary School. School officials said the expenditure 
was part of an effort to prevent more costly emergency 
repairs later. The bid was awarded to S&L Roofing & 
Sheetmetal, Inc., a roofing contractor in Voorheesville.

According to district superintendent Kirk Rein-
hardt, replacement of the entire roof would have been 
much more expensive. “It’s flashing and gutter work 
and drainage work on the roof component,” Reinhardt 
explained. “It’s not like a full roof. It’s more than just 
gutter work because there’s a drainage and seepage 
and coating and runoff and all that kind of stuff.”

The project has been approved by the state. The next 
step will be to add it to the school calendar in such a way 
as to disrupt as little class time as possible. Reinhardt 
said that could mean work on nights and weekends. 
Or the work might have to wait until summer break.

Reinhardt, a former Kingston school official in his 
first year as superintendent in Saugerties, is working to 
get a sense of district facility needs. Facilities committee 
meetings are held in a different school each month.

Meeting on 
Auringer application

The Town of Kingst on’s planning board has set a 
Wednesday, January 22 date to continue review of the 
850 Route 28 project that’s been roiling residents and 
users of the Onteora Lake trails and forever-wild lands 

that surround it. The session will start at 7 p.m. in the 
auditorium of M. Clifford Miller School, 65 Fording 
Place, Lake Katrine on the application to build a 
120,000-square-foot manufacturing facility, with the 
possibility of a second, similarly-sized structure to be 
built at a later date. A previous hearing was held in 
late August after standing-room-only crowds forced a 
move from town offices in Sawkill last summer.

At their August 29 session on the Thomas Auringer 
application, town planning board members voted 
unanimously to rescind a past decision to declare a 
negative declaration of environmental impact under 
state SEQRA law, as well as a previous zoning change 

upon which much of the application had been based.
Prior to the January 22 meeting, which will be open 

to the public, the planning board has set a Thursday, 
January 2 workshop session to prepare an agenda for 
the Lake Katrine meeting. The January 2 workshop 
in Kingston’s  town offices on Sawkill Road will not 
be open to public commentary.

COUNTY NOTES
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dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on January 22, 2020 
at 10:00 AM, premises known 
as 189 HASBROUCK AVENUE, 
PORT EWEN AKA ESOPUS, NY 
12466-5008: Section 56.59, 
Block 05, Lot 04:  

ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, 
WITH THE BUILDINGS, AND 
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING 
AND BEING IN THE TOWN OF 
ESOPUS, COUNTY OF ULSTER 
AND STATE OF NEW YORK

Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment 
Index # 2727/16. Kenneth D. 
Gilligan, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC 
AUCTION Supreme Court of 
New York, ULSTER County. 
US BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION AS LEGAL TITLE 
TRUSTEE FOR TRUMAN 2016 
SC6 TITLE TRUST, Plaintiff, 
-against- ROBERT J. MEYER; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW OF 
THE ESTATE OF MICHELLE 
CELLI, DECEASED, NEXT-
OF-KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, EX-
ECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, 
TRUSTEES, DEVISEES, LEGA-
TEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, AND SUCCES-
SORS IN INTEREST AND GEN-
ERALLY ALL PERSONS HAVING 
OR CLAIMING UNDER, BY OR 
THROUGH SAID DEFENDANT 
WHO IS DECEASED, BY PUR-
CHASE, INHERITANCE, LIEN 
OR OTHERWISE, ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE, AND INTEREST IN AND 
TO THE REAL PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT; 
NEW YORK STATE DEPART-
MENT OF TAXATION AND FI-
NANCE; UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA O/B/O INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE; DAPHNE 
CELLI; MANDI MEYERS, Index 
No. 383/2017. Pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale duly dated, October 28, 
2019 and entered with the 
Ulster County Clerk on Novem-
ber 8, 2019, Rebecca Millou-
ras-Lettre, Esq., the Appointed 
Referee, will sell the premises 
known as 11 Garden Circle, 
Saugerties, New York 12477 
at public auction at the Ulster 
County Courthouse, 285 Wall 
Street, Kingston, New York 
12401, on January 22, 2020 
at 9:30 A.M. All that certain 
plot, piece or parcel of land, 
situate, lying and being in the 
Town of Saugerties, County of 
Ulster and State of New York 
known as Section: 29.5; Block: 
2; Lot: 26 will be sold subject 
to the provisions of filed Judg-
ment, Index No. 383/2017. 
The approximate amount of 
judgment is $408,159.91 plus 
interest and costs. FRIEDMAN 
VARTOLO LLP 85 Broad Street, 
Suite 501, New York, New York 
10004, Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

Master Gardening LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
12/13/2019. Cty: Ulster. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to PO Box 244, Accord, NY 
12404. General Purpose. 
LEGAL NOTICE

Tigershark Aquatics LLC. 
Filed 7/26/19. Office: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 
6 Orchard St, Marlboro, NY 
12542. Purpose: General.
LEGAL NOTICE

BABCOCK FARM LLC. Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 12/9/2019. Of-
fice  in Ulster Co. SSNY  desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 254 Fair St., 
Kingston, NY 12443, which is 
also the principal business lo-
cation. Purpose: To engage in 
the Real Estate business and 
anything related thereto.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Hoots Law Practice, PLLC. 
Articles of Organization filed 
with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on November 20, 
2019. Location: Ulster County; 
122 Catalpa Lane, Accord, NY 
12404. SSNY designated as 
agent for service of process on 
PLLC. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to PO Box 565, Ac-
cord, NY 12404. Purpose of 
PLLC is to practice law.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation 
of Klondike R.E. LLC: 

Klondike R.E. LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 
September  9th 2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Ben Seldon at 
58 St. James Street Kings-
ton New York 12401. Purpose: 
Any lawful  acts or activities. 
Latest date upon which LLC is 
to dissolve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

REVERSE MORTGAGE SO-
LUTIONS INC.,

V.
BURTON GULNICK, JR., 

AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
ESTATE OF JULIA A. SATTER-
FIELD A/K/A JULIA SATTER-
FIELD, ET. AL.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated Septem-
ber 25, 2019, and entered 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
the County of Ulster, wherein 
REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLU-
TIONS INC. is the Plaintiff and 
BURTON GULNICK, JR., AS AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE 
OF JULIA A. SATTERFIELD 
A/K/A JULIA SATTERFIELD, ET 
AL. are the Defendant(s).  I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the ULSTER 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE 285 
WALL STREET, KINGSTON, NY 
12401, on January 28, 2020 
at 12:30PM, premises known 
as 223 BLUE MOUNTAIN RD, 
SAUGERTIES, NY 12477:  Sec-
tion 17.1, Block 4, Lot 31:  

ALL THAT TRACT OR PAR-
CEL OF LAND SITUATED IN 
THE TOWN OF SAUGERTIES, 
COUNTY OF ULSTER, AND 
STATE OF NEW YORK

Premises will be sold sub-
ject to provisions of filed Judg-
ment Index # 101/16. Ariel 
Futerfas, Esq. - Referee. RAS 
Boriskin, LLC 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310, West-
bury, New York 11590, Attor-
neys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Yukon Management LLC: 
Yukon Management Ar-
ticles of Organization were 
filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 
August  8th 2019. Office lo-
cation: Ulster County. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: Ben Seldon 
at 95 Green Street Kingston 
NY 12401. Purpose: Any law-
ful  acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

INDEX NO. 2019-403
Plaintiff designates ULSTER 

as the place of trial situs of the 
real property

SUPPLEMENTAL SUM-
MONS

Mortgaged Premises:
170 LUCKS ROAD GREEN-

FIELD PARK, NY 12435
District:  Section: 81.4
Block: 4 Lot: 2.100
SUPREME COURT OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF ULSTER 
BANK OF NEW YORK MEL-

LON TRUST COMPANY, N.A. 
AS TRUSTEE FOR MORTGAGE 
ASSETS MANAGEMENT SE-
RIES I TRUST,

Plaintiff,
Plaintiff designates ULSTER 

as the place of trial situs of the 
real property

vs.
HOWARD SIEGEL AS HEIR 

AND DISTRBIUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF LENA L COP-
PERSMITH, JOHN ANTIONIO 
COSENTINO AS HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE 
OF LENA L COPPERSMITH if 
living, and if she/he be dead, 
any and all persons unknown to 
plaintiff, claiming, or who may 
claim to have an interest in, or 
general or specific lien upon 
the real property described 
in this action; such unknown 
persons being herein generally 
described and intended to be 
included in the following desig-
nation, namely: the wife, wid-
ow, husband, widower, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors, 
and assignees of such de-
ceased, any and all persons 
deriving interest in or lien upon, 
or title to said real property by, 
through or under them, or ei-
ther of them, and their respec-

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 

A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC), Name: AREA 241 LLC; 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on Novem-
ber 21, 2019; Office Location: 
241 Hallihans Hill Road, Kings-
ton, New York 12401; Ulster 
County; SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served; 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to Stephen Kursh, 241 
Hallihans Hill Road, Kingston, 
New York 12401; Term: Until 
(Perpetual); Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  Cat-
sHills Holdings LLC

The name of the limited li-
ability company (“LLC”) is Cat-
sHills Holdings LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed 
with NYS Dept. of State on 
11/26/19.  The office of the 
LLC is in Ulster County.  The 
secretary of state has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  The address 
to which the Secretary of State 
shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess against it is c/o Sharon 
Klein, 34 Alan St, Stone Ridge, 
NY 12484.
LEGAL NOTICE

Machthuis, LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 
11/21/19. Off. Loc.: Ulster 
County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to: The LLC, 1 Tomsons 
Rd, Saugerties, NY 12477. 
Purpose: to engage in any law-
ful act.
LEGAL NOTICE

RUSK MOUNTAIN LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 11/18/2019. Of-
fice in Greene Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail  process to PO Box 37, 
Ashland, NY 12407.  Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 
COURT COUNTY OF ULSTER 
LOANCARE LLC, Plaintiff 
AGAINST THOMAS M. WAD-
SWORTH, et al., Defendant(s) 
Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale duly 
dated October 03, 2019 I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Side Lob-
by of the County Courthouse, 
First Floor, 285 Wall Street, 
City of Kingston, on January 
07, 2020 at 10:00AM, prem-
ises known as 18 BRIARWOOD 
LANE, MARLBORO, NY 12542 
AKA 18 BRIARWOOD LANE, 
MARLBOROUGH, NY 12542. 
All that certain plot piece or 
parcel of land, with the build-
ings and improvements erect-
ed, situate, lying and being in 
the Town of Marlboro, County 
of Ulster and State of New 
York, SECTION 108.4, BLOCK 
9, LOT 9. Approximate amount 
of judgment $259,597.06 plus 
interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to provi-
sions of filed Judgment for 
Index# 2018-4194. REBECCA 
MILLOURAS-LETTRE, ESQ., 
Referee Gross Polowy, LLC At-
torney for Plaintiff 1775 Wehrle 
Drive, Suite 100 Williamsville, 
NY 14221 66702 
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER, TEMPLE VIEW 
CAPITAL FUNDING, LP, Plaintiff, 
vs. KA PROPER MANA LLC, ET 
AL., Defendant(s).

Pursuant to an Order Grant-
ing Final Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale dated October 
30, 2019, I, the undersigned 
Referee will sell at public auc-
tion at the Ulster County Court-
house, Side Lobby, 285 Wall 
Street, Kingston, NY on Janu-
ary 14, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., 
premises known as 31 Coffey 
Place, Kingston, NY. All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land, with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the 
City of Kingston, County of 
Ulster and State of New York, 
Section 48.312, Block 3 and 
Lot 2. Approximate amount of 

judgment is $58,408.75 plus 
interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to provi-
sions of filed Judgment Index 
# 19-1672. 

Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, 
Esq., Referee

Pincus Law Group, PLLC, 
425 RXR Plaza, Uniondale, 
New York 11556, Attorneys 
for Plaintiff
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
(LLC):  NAME: SCRIPTORIUM  
BOOK PACKAGERS, LLC

Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/5/2019. Office location: 
Ulster County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be  served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 
c/o Scriptorium Book Pack-
agers, LLC, 260 Kings Mall 
Court, Suite 101, Kingston, NY 
12401.    Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY 

OF ULSTER, ULSTER SAV-
INGS BANK, Plaintiff, vs. AL-
BERT FREER, AS HEIR AND 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE ESTATE 
OF ORA FREER A/K/A ORA G. 
FREER, ET AL., Defendant(s). 
Pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale duly 
filed on 11/21/2019, I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell 
at public auction at the Ulster 
County Courthouse, side lobby, 
285 Wall Street, Kingston, NY 
12401, on January 22, 2020 
at 10:00 a.m., premises known 
as 302 East Chester Street, 
Kingston, NY 12401.  All that 
certain plot, piece or parcel of 
land, situate, lying and being 
in the City of Kingston, County 
of ULSTER and State of New 
York, known and designated as 
Section: 48.83;  Block: 2; and 
Lot: 20, will be sold subject to 
provisions of filed Judgment In-
dex # 19-1116.

Rebecca Millouras-Lettre, 
Esq., Referee

We are a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt.  Any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

Terenzi & Confusione, P.C., 
401 Franklin Avenue, Suite 
300, Garden City, NY 11530, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Company:   
SRG Consulting Associate 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of  State of New York (SSNY) 
on November 6, 2019. Office 
location: Ulster County. SSNY   
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 

SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Steven Gilroy 600 
County Route 2 Accord, NY 
12404.   Purpose: Any law-
ful  acts or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specific date.
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUN-
TY OF ULSTER

U.S. BANK NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
ASSET BACKED SECURITIES 
CORPORATION HOME EQUITY 
LOAN TRUST, SERIES OOMC 
2006-HE3, ASSET BACKED 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES OOMC 2006-
HE3,

V.
RICHARD A. KLEIN A/K/A 

RICHARD KLEIN, ET AL.
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated April 05, 
2019, and entered in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the County 
of Ulster, wherein U.S. BANK 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR ASSET BACKED 
SECURITIES CORPORATION 
HOME EQUITY LOAN TRUST, 
SERIES OOMC 2006-HE3, AS-
SET BACKED PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES OOMC 
2006-HE3 is the Plaintiff and 
RICHARD A. KLEIN A/K/A 
RICHARD KLEIN, ET AL. are 
the Defendant(s). I, the un-

tive wives, widows, husbands, 
widowers, heirs at law, next of 
kin, descendants, executors, 
administrators, devisees, lega-
tees, creditors, trustees, com-
mittees, lienors and assigns, 
all of whom and whose names, 
except as stated, are unknown 
to plaintiff; UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DISTRIBUTEES OF THE 
ESTATE OF LENA L. COPPER-
SMITH, any and all persons 
unknown to plaintiff, claiming, 
or who may claim to have an 
interest in, or general or spe-
cific lien upon the real property 
described in this action; such 
unknown persons being here-
in generally described and 
intended to be included in the 
following designation, name-
ly: the wife, widow, husband, 
widower, heirs at law, next of 
kin, descendants, executors, 
administrators, devisees, lega-
tees, creditors, trustees, com-
mittees, lienors, and assignees 
of such deceased, any and all 
persons deriving interest in or 
lien upon, or title to said real 
property by, through or under 
them, or either of them, and 
their respective wives, widows, 
husbands, widowers, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors 
and assigns, all of whom and 
whose names, except as stat-
ed, are unknown to plaintiff; 
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT; RUP-
CO; SEYMOUR PIERCE; MID-
LAND FUNDING LLC, PEOPLE 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK; 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Mortgaged Premises:
170 LUCKS ROAD GREEN-

FIELD PARK, NY 12435
District:  Section: 81.4
Block: 4 Lot: 2.100
“JOHN DOE #1” through 

“JOHN DOE #12,” the last 
twelve names being fictitious 
and unknown to plaintiff, the 
persons or parties intended 
being the tenants, occupants, 
persons or corporations, if 
any, having or claiming an inter-
est in or lien upon the premis-
es, described in the complaint, 

Defendants.
To the above named Defend-

ants 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-

MONED to answer the com-
plaint in this action and to serve 
a copy of your answer, or, if 
the complaint is not served 
with this summons, to serve 
a notice of appearance on the 
Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20 
days after the service of this 
summons, exclusive of the day 
of service (or within 30 days 
after the service is complete 
if this summons is not person-
ally delivered to you within the 
State of New York) in the event 
the United States of America is 
made a party defendant, the 
time to answer for the said 
United States of America shall 
not expire until (60) days after 
service of the Summons; and 
in case of your failure to ap-
pear or answer, judgment will 
be taken against you by default 
for the relief demanded in the 
complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE 
OF ACTION AND RELIEF 
SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above 
caption action is to fore-
close a Mortgage to secure 
the sum of $255,000.00 
and interest, recorded on 
April 3, 2009, at Liber M, 
Vol 9052 Page 175, of the 
Public Records of ULSTER 
County, New York, cover-
ing premises known as 170 
LUCKS ROAD GREENFIELD 
PARK, NY 12435.

The relief sought in the 
within action is a final judg-
ment directing the sale of 
the premises described 
above to satisfy the debt 
secured by the Mortgage 
described above.

ULSTER County is desig-
nated as the place of trial 
because the real property 
affected by this action is lo-
cated in said county.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 

LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to 

this summons and com-
plaint by serving a copy of 
the answer on the attorney 
for the mortgage company 
who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and 
filing the answer with the 
court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you 
can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or 
go to the court where your 
case is pending for further 
information on how to an-
swer the summons and pro-
tect your property.

Sending a payment to the 
mortgage company will not 
stop the foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE 
ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) 
AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT.

RAS BORISKIN, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
900 Merchants Concourse, 

Suite 310
Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675

LEGAL NOTICE
BEATTY FARM LLC Ar-

ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 12/9/19. Of-
fice in Ulster Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 104 Fair St., 
Kingston, NY 12401.  Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose. Principal 
business location: 197 Hurley 
Ave., Kingston, NY 12401.
LEGAL NOTICE

Publication of Notice of Or-
ganization of Limited Liability 
Company

FIRST: The name of the 
Limited Liability Company is 
GOOD GUYS PROPERTIES, 
LLC.

SECOND: The Articles of 
Organization of the Company 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State on December 17, 2019.

THIRD: The county within 
New York in which the office of 
the Company is to be located 
is Ulster County.

FOURTH: The Secretary of 
State has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the Company may be 
served. The post office ad-
dress to which the Secretary 
of State shall mail process is: 
3068 Route 9W, Saugerties, 
New York 12477

FIFTH: The purpose of the 
Company is to engage in real 
estate acquisition, manage-
ment and development and 
to engage in any other lawful 
activity for which limited liability 
companies may be organized 
under the Limited Liability Com-
pany Law.

DATED: December 23, 
2019

JOHN J. GRECO, ESQ.
Attorney for
Good Guys Properties, LLC
Office & P.O. Address
The Governor Clinton Build-

ing
1 Albany Avenue
Kingston, New York 12401
Tel. (845) 331-6073

LEGAL NOTICE
Publication of Notice of Or-

ganization of Limited Liability 
Company

FIRST: The name of the 
Limited Liability Company is 
TIANO EXCAVATI0N, LLC.

SEC0ND: The Articles of 
Organization of the Company 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State on December 23, 2019

THIRD: The county  within 
New York in which the office of 
the Company is to be located 
is Ulster County.

FOURTH: The Secretary of 
State has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the Company may be 
served. The post office ad-
dress to which the Secretary of 
State shall mail process is:

248 Old Stage Road
Saugerties, New York 

12477
FIFTH: The purpose of the 

Company is to engage in real 
estate acquisition, manage-
ment and development and 
to engage in any other lawful 
activity for which limited liability 
companies may

be organized under the Lim-
ited Liability Company Law.

DATED: December 23, 
2019

JOHN J. GRECO, ESQ.
Attorney for
Tiano Excavation, LLC
Office & P.O. Address
The Governor Clinton Build-

ing
1 Albany Avenue
Kingston, New York 12401
Tel. (845) 331-6073

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Lim-

ited Liability Company (LLC): 
Worlds End Comics LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 12/4/19. 
Office location: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: World’s End 
Comics c/o Cristopher Livec-
chi, 22 Janet St, Kingston, NY 
12401. Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to dissolve: 
No specific date. 

LEGAL NOTICES

Help keep local  
journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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DIVISIONAL 
PLAYOFFS

Jan. 4 & 5

Buffalo 
at Houston

Tennessee at 
New

 England

M
innesota at 

New
 Orleans

Seattle at 
Philadelphia

TOTAL POINTS

Kevin
BEGNAL 
MOTORS

BUF TEN NO SEA 189
Rich
HEALEY 
HYUNDAI

HOU NE NO PHI 170
Ray
SAWYER 
MOTORS

HOU NE NO SEA 192
Matt
LIA HONDA BUF NE NO SEA 140
Fran
POUGHKEEPSIE 
NISSAN

BUF NE NO SEA 225
Gregory
THORPE’S GMC BUF NE NO PHI 157

GREGORYGREGORYRAYRAY

CONGRATULATIONS 

OVERALL WINNER

RAY TUCKER
SAWYER MOTORS

FRANFRANMATTMATTKEVINKEVIN RICHRICH

Over 600 vehicles in stock!

POUGHKEEPSIE NISSAN
ROUTE 9 WAPPINGERS FALLS

OPEN 7 DAYSwww.poughkeepsienissan.com845-297-4314

ONLY AT

LIFETIME WARRANTIES ON 
OUR NEW AND USED CARS!

YOU’RE THE 
NEXT MVP
RUSH IN FOR YOUR HYUNDAI TODAY!

Route 52 Beacon, NY
845-831-2222 •845-831-1990

OPEN: MON-THURS 9AM-8PM, FRI 9AM-6PM, SAT 9AM-5PM, SUN 11AM-4PM

visit us online: HealeyBrothersHyundai.com

HEALEY
HYUNDAI

5964 Main St., Tannersville, NY 12485 • 1-518-589-7142

THORPE’S
GMC www.Thorpesgmcinc.com

Since 
1930
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EDITORIAL

Clarification

Our story on the Kingston Food Co-

op last week stated that the budget for the 
Kingston Food Co-op was $3 million. That 
figure is the projected budget, figuring in 

the cost of the building’s renovation, equipment, and 
initial product backstop costs, which the co-op expects 
to raise through its fundraising efforts for grants and 
membership fees. The co-op does not yet have the $3 
million on hand.

 Repeat, rinse, repeat
Since Dec. 19, Ulster County Board of Elections 

officials have been hand counting over 53,000 ballots 
cast in November’s district attorney election. The 
recount, mandated by the narrow 77-vote win by 
Democrat Dave Clegg, could have been waived by his 
opponent, GOP candidate Michael Kavanagh, who 
instead chose to proceed with the taxpayer-funded 
recount, citing his obligation to voters to “to permit 
the legal process to play out.”  Fair enough.  His hopes 
for winning depend on an unlikely glaring error in the 
November count or on rejecting ballots that have stray 
or irregular markings. (Voters: Did your marking pen 
accidentally touch the ballot and leave a scratchy line 
somewhere? Too bad.) To date, a recount of nearly half 
of the votes has turned up a reported net one possible 
vote for Kavanagh.

As the current chief assistant district attorney, 
Kavanagh will assume the DA title — and presumably 
the salary — and command of the office on Jan. 1. If 
the recount confirms Clegg’s win, Kavanagh will step 
down and allow the transition to the Democrat’s ad-
ministration, a transition that is now held in abeyance 
by the recount.

Or will he step down?  Kavanagh’s team has sug-
gested that an appeal of the judge’s rulings on absentee 
and affidavit ballots — a judge both sides approved 
— could be launched, extending his tenure in the DA 
office.  His legal costs would come from his pocket, 
or perhaps more likely, from GOP committee coffers.

Kavanagh can’t claim that an appeal is mandated 
or demanded by voters, who can ask: What or who 
would be satisfied by a Hail Mary attempt to reverse 
what is no doubt a difficult loss? Kavanagh has served 
Ulster County residents for years. What decisions will 
he make to serve their interests now?

Tom Denton

Highland

Rascoe’s two points
The purpose of this letter is twofold. First, I must 

apologize to Democrat Chairman Frank Cardinale 

for bringing his name into my comments regarding 
Democrat Elections Commissioner Ashley Dittus’ 
comments to the press. In the ten years we have 
served as county chairmen at the same time, Frank 
and I have always maintained a sense of civility in all 
of our contacts and I was out of line in including him 
in my previous press release.

Secondly, and most importantly, I have no doubt 
that had the Democratic candidate for district attorney 
been behind by less than 100 votes that Ms. Dittus 
would be singing a very different tune regarding the 
need for a recount in that race. Her statements, given 
her position as an elections commissioner, disparaging 
Mike Kavanagh’s decision to seek a recount are so 
obnoxious, inappropriate and so hypercritical as to 
almost defy description. Without a doubt they reveal 
that she is overtly partisan and more concerned with 
electing members of her party than insuring that elec-
tions conducted in Ulster County are fair and that the 
candidate chosen by a majority of the voters is in fact 
the one elected. As a duly-appointed commissioner of 
the Board of Elections one would think that it’s her 
job to insure that elections are fairly conducted and 
the final vote accurately tabulated. After all, her salary 
is paid by all the taxpayers of Ulster County and not 
by one political party. More to the point, Ms. Dittus 
by her comments has left little doubt that she cannot 

fairly and objectively execute the responsibilities of 
that office. At the very least she should recuse herself 
from any further involvement in the DA’s race and 
should not participate in this recount.

As for her claim that a recount is unnecessary, 
Ms. Dittus conveniently failed to mention that it is 
a matter of public record that the Board of Elections 
encountered serious problems while tabulating the 
votes in this race and made significant mistakes in 
the vote totals they finally posted after the election. 
Initially, the early voting results were not included in 
the online postings of the results. Another example — 
in its initial calculation of the votes received by each 
candidate the board originally gave the Democratic 
candidate more than 3,000 votes than he actually 
received on the Libertarian line. And this error was 
not discovered by the board until long after the polls 
had closed and only corrected when questions were 
raised by the Kavanagh campaign as to the accuracy 
of this count.

And to make matters worse the vote totals in 
this race as reported on the board’s official website 
were significantly altered and changed two days 
after the election. That circumstance, coupled with 
the fact that the board had to suspend its operation 
on Election Night and could not complete its count 
until the following day because a key employee had 

PHYLLIS McCABE 

Heavenly peace
Angels at Grace Community Evangelical Free Church’s recent live nativity take a break from being angelic.
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Hugh Reynolds
Of railroads, hats and poison pills

COUNTY BEAT > 19

Sara for Senate
Niccoli begins campaign with Kingston visit

ELECTION 2016 > 3

Close to a roster
Stockade FC approaches fi nal form

SPORTS > 12

SPEND TIMEWISELY
withAlmanacWeekly

Springtime stretch

PHYLLIS McCABE

KINGSTON HIGH LACROSSE PLAYERS do some dynamic stretching last week at a practice at Dietz Stadium.

BUSINESS DOWNTOWNMike P turns to the Rondout

Kingston landlord bullish on Downtown’s residential prospects  BY JESSE J. SMITH

A local real estate devel-

oper who helped usher in 
Midtown Kingston’s revi-
talization by turning long-
vacant factory buildings into 

mixed-use hives of artistic activity says 

he’s turning his attention to a new mar-

ket — and a new neighborhood — as he 

looks to capitalize on the city’s burgeoning 

reputation as a destination for downstate 

residents seeking a more-affordable but 

still-urban environment.Mike Piazza has been a force in 

Kingston real estate since 2002 when he 

bought a 64,000-square-foot former fac-

tory building at 77 Cornell St. in Midtown 

using a now-defunct state tax credit pro-

gram to push down the cost to $9.50 per 

square foot. At the time Piazza, who ran a 

small commercial real estate brokerage in 

Rockland County, was more impressed by 

the building’s price than the surrounding 

neighborhood. After examining the build-

ing from the air in his small plane, Piazza 

landed at Kingston Airport and took a cab 

to Cornell Street.“When I told the driver I was going to 

buy the place he said, ‘You’re crazy, Kings-

ton’s never going to change,’” recalls Piazza. 

Reinvented as “The Shirt Factory” the 

building set the template for what would 

become the 69-year-old Brooklyn native’s 

signature style: commercial space for 

small-scale high-end artisans, mixed with 

artists’ studio space. Big, airy, light-filled 

apartments and live/work lofts designed to 

appeal to the city’s growing creative class.

Piazza got his start in real estate in 

the ’70s and ’80s converting Manhattan’s 

vanishing manufacturing sector in neigh-

borhoods like SoHo and Chelsea into loft 

spaces that would eventually turn blighted 

neighborhoods into glittery international 

hotspots. Piazza learned to recognize the 

potential of old factory buildings, where 

high ceilings and huge windows kept 

the place ventilated and machines and 

workers functioning in an age before air 

conditioning.

LAUREN THOMAS

Mike Piazza.

CITY GOVERNMENTThey made a deal
But particularsof sales tax pactremain shroudedBY JESSE J. SMITHC ity of Kingston and Ul-

ster County officials say 
they’ve reached agreement 
on a new revenue-sharing 
plan, ending a month-long 

standoff over how to dole out $109 million 

in annual sales-tax revenue. Ulster County 

executive Mike Hein and Kingston mayor 

Steve Noble issued a joint press release late 

Friday afternoon touting the agreement.

“We have jointly designed a frame-

work that can both improve services 

for the citizens of the City of Kingston 

and throughout Ulster County through 

multiple shared-service initiatives, and 

resolve any outstanding issues regard-

ing sales-tax distribution,” the statement 

reads. The release didn’t contain details, 

stating only that a proposal would be 

unveiled this week.Kingston Common Council Majority 

Leader Bill Carey said that he was not 

privy to details on the agreement. But he 

expressed confidence this week that the 

deal would leave the city’s budget intact, 

at least for now.“I have complete faith in the mayor 

and I don’t think Mike Hein would do 

anything to make the city desperate,” said 

Carey. “My hope is that [the distribution 

formula] will stay the way it is at least for 

a couple of years to give us time to prepare 

for any changes.” If finalized, the agreement will end the 

city-county spat over a new contract to 

govern sales-tax distribution. Under the 

terms of the five-year agreement which 

expired Feb. 29, the county gets 85.5 

PHYLLIS McCABE

Mayor Steve Noble.
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IT’S THE ECONOMY
Geddy Sveikauskas

The game is never over
T

he Hudson Valley Mall seemed at 

one time destined to become Ulster County’s 
retail Mecca, an air-conditioned modern 
17-acre windowless one-stop shopping hall 
plus social gathering place. This vision, at 

the time eagerly awaited by many and considered 
dystopian by others, expressed aspirations whose time 
had come. It now appears gone.

The coming of the mall in the 1960s represented a 
massive shift in Ulster County’s economic geography. 
The distinctive quality of small-town Ulster retail life 
was to be replaced by a cornucopia of consumerism. It 
was said that there’d be more choice and better value to 
everyone in this well-planned setting. The mall-centric 
world represented a progressive lifestyle that would 
meet popular needs. It would import national brands 
to our sadly neglected area, dictate new fashions, pro-
vide a meeting place for young consumers, and make 
quite a few bucks for the developers that built it, too.       

On my visit the day after Christmas, many of the 
Hudson Valley Mall hallways once filled on both sides 
with busy retail stores were covered like museum walls 
with vastly enlarged images of another departed local 
era, 19th-century Kingston industrial life. The pictures 
celebrated local history, the local environment and 
local culture. Said one mall slogan: “Strengthening 
the communities where we work and live.” 

An explanation crafted by or for mall owner Hull 
Property Group dominated one wall toward the north 
end of the long corridor. “We are inspired by the pos-
sibility of growth and achievement depicted through 
the Mall,” it read, “as the area continues to thrive as a 
wonderful place to live, play and learn.”

The inspiration, like the mall itself, is in major 

transition. Big anchor stores like Macy’s, Sears and 
JC Penney are long gone, but Best Buy, Target and 
Dick’s Sporting Goods remain. Permanently joining 
the steady leakage from the list of mall tenants this 
winter will be shops such H&M, Hot Topic and F.Y.E. 
There are still multiplex movie screens and a dimin-
ished food court. 

The mall is now half-empty, poised for either a 
transformation or a re-use. The ebullient expectations 
of endlessly expanded experiences the mall once 
promised have been doused. Part of the footprint of the 
departed Macy’s is now the site of an 88,000-square-
foot separate building operated by Nuvance Health 
intended to provide primary care, family medicine, 
residency training and urgent care. 

Post-office boxes still sit in one hallway toward the 
north end of the mall. But the Citizens Bank, located 
opposite the hallway at the south end from bankrupt-
cy-threatened Claire’s (mostly for tween girls) and 
Signature Nails and Spa, was abruptly shuttered in 
December. The bank branch is gone, its $60 million 
in deposits encouraged to transfer to the Citizens Bank 
on Wall Street in Kingston less than three miles away. 
No sign is posted, but former tellers’ stations are visible 
through the locked door.

Like the rest of the economy, both the 

retail trade and finance industries are in con-
stant flux. Retail trade, which accounts for one 

in every seven Ulster County jobs, employed 8,900 in 
November, down 200 from a year before. The financial 
sector employed 2,500 in Ulster County, up 100 from 
a year before.

Historically, American banking started out largely 
place-based — and that place in Ulster County became 
predominantly Kingston’s Stockade area. Today, county 
depositary institutions include national players (led by 
four banks with a trillion dollars each in deposits), a 
few regional banks, and close to a dozen savings banks, 
local commercial banks and credit unions. 

Management attitudes toward accumulating de-
posits vary greatly. Some banks have a preference for 
deposit-generating branches, and others invest more 
in technology-based services through ATMs and on-
line banking. Many, but not all the national depositary 
institutions, have pursued technology and big-business 
lending rather than expanding their brick-and-mortar 
branch networks. 

The local banks keep more of a community touch. 
While most of the national banks have systematically 
culled their local branch networks over the years, 
many local banks in the Hudson Valley have been 
more than willing to pick up the slack. Among local 
depository institutions opening new branches, the 
Hudson Valley Credit Union, now with 21 branches, 
and The Bank of Greene County, with 17, have been 

particularly aggressive. For the past several years, 
the local depositary institutions have been growing 
deposits faster than have the national banks.  

Jane Garrity, branch manager of the Cit-

izens Bank, can look out 20-foot-square windows 
beneath a 30-foot-high ceiling on Wall Street to 

the county courthouse (“1818”) next door and across 
the street to the Old Dutch Church and the original 
headquarters of the Ulster Savings Bank, founded April 
13, 1851. On one wall is a John Pike mural celebrating 
old Kingston, and to the rear is a massive open steel 
safe that looks every inch a worthy depository for 
Scrooge McDuck’s bags of money. There’s an ATM at 
the front and parking at the rear. 

“We understand there are a lot of options for those 
looking for financial services,” the Citizens Bank 
website declares. “That’s why we place top value on 
the customer relationships we earn, and why we will 
always strive to be a good corporate citizen in each of 
our communities.”

Garrity spent 20 years in the non-profit sector be-
fore becoming the branch manager of the then-Fleet 
bank in the former A&P supermarket space in Bradley 
Meadows in Woodstock. She has worked for several 
banks since then, has run the Uptown farmers’ market 
in Kingston, and has served on the Kingston Uptown 
Business Association and Community Foundations of 
the Hudson Valley boards. She’s been in her present 
position for a year and a half. 

Garrity said she likes Citizens’ philosophy of com-
munity support, and added that she had nothing to 
do with the bank’s decision to close its Hudson Valley 
Mall branch. 

As of mid-2019, the Wall Street branch had $89.5 
million in deposits, while the Hudson Valley Mall lo-
cation had $60.1 million. A lot of Citizens customers 
have been inquiring about bank services at the Wall 
Street location recently.

Deposits at Fleet Bank’s Woodstock branch had 
been growing steadily under Garrity’s management 
when Bank of America bought the Providence-head-
quartered regional bank more than a decade ago. 
Woodstock deposits kept growing, hitting a robust 
$107 million in 2017, the last year of that branch 
office’s operation. Closing both its Woodstock and 
Ellenville branches, Bank of America consolidated in 
Kingston and New Paltz. Woodstock presently hosts a 
decade-old Ulster Saving Bank office ($48 million in 
deposits) and now a Bank of Greene County branch 
($13 million) in the former A&P as well. It also hosts 
a branch of the Mid-Hudson Federal Credit Union. 
Nearby West Hurley has a Rondout Savings Bank 
branch ($32 million).  

From the standpoint of deposits (and likely prof-
itability), the Bank of America’s strategy worked. 
Most depositors at the closed locations didn’t change 
banks. Federal banking data shows Bank of America’s 
total Ulster County deposits at $428 million before 
the closings in mid-2017, and after the closings $431 
million in mid-2018 and $424 million in mid-2019.

With rapidly growing on-line retail sales, with the 
urban revival, and with changing cultural preferences, 
the bifurcation between mall versus non-mall retail 
trade has so far resulted in a David-versus-Goliath 
outcome that few would have predicted a generation 
ago. But in the retail marketplace the game is never 
quite over. 

It’s never quite over in finance, either.
As the pre-Socratic philosopher Heraclitus put 

it, “Change is the only constant in life.” We should be 
careful about what we anticipate. Change always takes 
unexpected turns. 

In banking, the competition among innovators us-
ing online transactions and mobile-phone technology 
will provide customers with a new set of options for 
how to conduct their finances. But “fintech” is just an 
ingenious and efficient set of consumer tools, unlikely 
by itself to make complex banking relationships sud-
denly irrelevant. 

Where this all leads no one can yet know. Like 
retail, finance is in constant transition.

PHYLLIS McCABE

Citizens Bank’s Wall Street branch.

to be hospitalized because of a medical emergency, 
raises serious and legitimate questions regarding the 
accuracy of the board’s final count in this election. 
The facts remain that there are many folks concerned 
and have questions on the results, thereby making a 
recount clearly in the public interest.

While Ms. Dittus is certainly entitled to express her 
opinions, please don’t tell me that a mistake could not 
have been made in the tabulation of this vote. Mis-
takes were made and corrections were made and as a 
result, a recount is warranted and clearly necessary. 
Even Gov. Cuomo is sponsoring legislation mandating 
recounts in elections where the outcomes are so close 
because a recount in such a circumstance is clearly in 
the public interest. I suspect that Ms. Dittus, if asked, 
would agree with the governor and again, if the shoe 
was on the other foot, she would be beating a drum 
demanding that there be a recount.

Roger Rascoe, chairman

Ulster County Republican Committee
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SUNDAY JANUARY 12, 2020 • 10 AM - 4 PM
The Best Western Plus
503 Washington Ave., Kingston NY
in the St. James Salon

WE’RE BUYING COMIC BOOKS FROM 1930s - 1975 ONLY
BASEBALL CARDS FROM 1890s - 1970 (UNOPENED WAX BOXES AND PACKS)

NON SPORTS CARDS FROM 1930s - 1970 • POLITICAL MEMORABILIA UP TO 1970 
LIONEL TRAINS • U.S. COINS UP TO 1964 SILVER OR GOLD • US PAPER CURRENCY 1880-1930

TIFFANY LAMPS • LOU GEHRIG AND BABE RUTH MEMORABILIA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT
SPENCER 516.532.5141
OR DAVID 631.835.6512


