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N
EW PALTZ TOWN Supervisor Neil Bettez expects that 2020 
will be year of clearing projects from the to-do list, or at 
least moving them forward to a certain conclusion. Relocat-
ing town police and courts, which in turn opens up options 

to fi nally close down the temporary trailers put in by Susan Zimet to 
replace the moldy old town hall, will be the centerpiece, but other 
major infrastructure projects are also moving closer to a conclusion.

Bettez wonders if word has gotten out about the new court and po-

lice building planned for next to the fi rehouse on North Putt Corners 
Road. “Does everyone know?” he asked. “Two days ago I mentioned it 
to someone, and they had no clue,” despite the public meetings lead-
ing up to borrowing the money and purchasing the property. The lot 
has an existing steel warehouse building, which will be converted for 
all the town’s justice needs by the end of 2021, if the supervisor has 
his way.

Police and court offi  cials have worked to fi nalize the design, and “en-
ergy modeling” is being paid for through a state grant. The supervisor 

Continued on page 4
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Press release guidelines
The New Paltz Times welcomes press releases 

from its readers. They should be submitted by 
Sunday to increase the chance that they will 
be printed in the following week’s paper. Please 
e-mail them to Deb Alexsa at newpaltztimes@
ulsterpublishing.com.

Briefl y noted
News of New Paltz, Highland, Gardiner Rosendale & beyond

Hiker dies aft er fall
at Mohonk Preserve

Members of the Ulster County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce re-
ported the death of a Wappingers Falls woman as the 
result of a hiking accident last Saturday.

On December 21, at approximately 10:50 a.m., 
members from the Ulster County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, 
along with multiple rescue squads and the New York 
State Forest Rangers, responded to the Mohonk Pre-
serve, in the area of the Table Rocks trail head in the 
Town of Marbletown, for a fallen hiker.

Upon arrival, it was discovered that Margaret A. 
Fitzgerald, 71, had been hiking with a group about a 
mile and a half from the trailhead when she slipped 
on an icy slope and fell approximately 50 feet down 
a narrow crevice. The forest rangers rapelled down 
to reach her, however, she succumbed to her injuries 
and was pronounced dead at the scene.

In addition to the forest rangers, assistance was 
provided by the Marbletown Fire Department, High 
Falls Rescue Squad, Mobile Life Support Services 
and Mohonk Preserve staff .

The Town of Gardiner receives
a $100,000 grant

The Town of Gardiner has received a $100,000 
grant through the 2019 CFA grant process. The grant, 
which was applied for through the NYS DEC Engi-
neering Planning Grant, will fund an Infl ow and In-
fi ltration Study.  The Town of Gardiner will complete 
an engineering report to investigate sanitary sewer 
infl ow and infi ltration for the Gardiner Sewer Dis-
trict and identify problem areas with high fl ows. 

The awards were announced at a Regional Eco-
nomic Development Council ceremony hosted by 
the governor’s offi  ce in Albany on Thursday, Decem-
ber 19.  

Veto override of ‘Dan Torres law’ 
falls short

An attempt by the county legislature to reverse 
county executive Pat Ryan’s veto of a law that would 
prevent county government appointees from hold-
ing elected offi  ce in a county municipality — dubbed 
the “Dan Torres Law” as it would currently only af-

fect the assistant deputy county executive who’s also 
a New Paltz town councilman — fell short last week 
of the two-thirds majority it needed.

The veto override resolution gained 13 votes in fa-
vor, one more than the passage of the law itself back 
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Enjoying the Local Ingredient Chili Challenge at 
Water Street Market in 2017 were: Mary Ansman, 
Cassidy Griger and Ella Graff in.

NEW PALTZ | EVENT

Sign up for the Local
Ingredient Chili Challenge 
at Water Street Market 

W
ATER STREET MARKET will host 
its sixth annual Local Ingredi-
ent Chili Challenge on Saturday, 
January 25 from noon to 3 p.m. 

Up to 20 participants will be accepted. There is 
no cost to enter, but participants will need to 
donate a minimum of fi ve gallons of their best 
chili and be there to serve it. The chili must con-
tain at least fi ve local ingredients (such as toma-
toes, peppers, honey, beer, turkey, beef, etc.). 
The more local ingredients you have, the more 
weight it carries with the judges. 

 The chili will be judged for fi rst and second 
place under the categories: best overall, best 
vegetarian, best professional (restaurant or pro-
fessional chef ), people's choice and most origi-
nal. Home chefs must have use of a commercial 
kitchen to make the chili. If you do not, event 
organizers can help.

Water Street Market will be providing the two-
ounce portion cups and spoons. All proceeds 
from this event will go to the St. Joseph's non-de-
nominational food pantry, which is in dire need 
of supplies to feed hundreds of local families. This 
event typically raises at least $2,000 for them.

These spots fi ll up quickly, so contact Theresa 
Fall at terryfall@gmail.com if you would like 
to enter, or for more information, go to water-
streetmarket.com.

If there is inclement weather, the event will be 
held the following day on Sunday, January 26 at 
the same time.

in November. Shortly afterward, Ryan vetoed it, call-
ing it at the time “an overreach by the resolution’s 
authors to the unfettered authority of the executive 
and other countywide offi  cials to appoint the best 
and brightest candidates as they see fi t.”

Proponents, including minority leader Ken Ronk 
(R-Wallkill) argued that an elected offi  cial in a town 
also working as an appointed member of a county 
executive’s staff  could have undue infl uence on how 
county resources are allocated.

Legislator Joe Maloney of Saugerties, who co-
sponsored the law, said those legislators who voted 
against the override “literally spitting in the face” of 
the towns that they represented. He further stated 
that his fellow legislators should prioritize their con-
stituents over “the people on the sixth fl oor [of the 
county offi  ce building where the county executive 
and staff ers work] and upsetting them.”

“I think there are distinctions that can be made 
between situations that you cannot avoid a confl ict 
of interest and situations where you can avoid a con-
fl ict of interest, that principle is what allows several 
members of this body to serve both for in the Ulster 
County Legislature and for also work as servants to 
the State of New York in offi  ces of elected offi  cials,” 
said legislator Kathy Nolan (D-Shandaken), who 
voted against the override. “I do believe there are 
ways to separate out and protect from the kinds of 
confl icts that are worrisome, and because I believe… 
that these [measures] are already in place.”

-- Christina Coulter

Gardiner library book club meeting

 The Gardiner Library Book Club will meet on 
Wednesday, January 8 from 3 to 4 p.m. to discuss The 
Parade by Dave Eggers. This suspenseful story follows 
two foreigners in their role in a nation’s fragile peace.

The book club meets the fi rst Wednesday of the 
month. The club meets in the library community 
room, 133 Farmer’s Turnpike. For further informa-
tion, call 255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

New Paltz-Gardiner seniors
to meet on January 8

Shelly Ottens will talk and show her slides about 
“Beautiful China” at the New Paltz-Gardiner Senior 
Club meeting on Wednesday, January 8, 1:30 p.m.,at 
the social hall of the VFW building on Route 208 
South in New Paltz. Meet old friends and make new 
friends over birthday cake, tea and coff ee. Find out 
about luncheons (for members) and trips and pro-
grams (for all) in 2020. For trip information, contact 
Phyllis Maier at (845) 255-6878, and for information 
about programs, call Kathy Rivera (845) 256-9490. 

Lloyd Historical Society to sponsor 
program on local man’s story of 
World War I 

World War I was the fi rst time in American his-
tory that the United States sent soldiers abroad to 
defend foreign soil. For many local families, that ac-
tion struck very close to home, as their sons, fathers, 
husbands and brothers went to Europe to face the 
enemy in the homelands of their forefathers.

Local historian Richard (Rick) Brooks will tell the 
story of one such soldier, Andrew Sannen of High-
land and Plattekill, in a presentation entitled “I Went 
to France” at the upcoming program of the Town of 
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New Paltz police off icers who participated in No Shave November 2019 (L-R): off icer Zach Mitchell, off icer Robert Sisco, off icer Evan Redmond, off icer Eric Bernhardsen, 
off icer Ryan Bulson, sergeant Carmine Fuoco, chief Joe Snyder, sergeant Keith Lewis, off icer Duke Bunce and sergeant Matt Sutton.

N
EW PALTZ POLICE offi  cers once again participated in the American 
Cancer Society fundraiser, No-Shave November. This is the sixth year 
that the New Paltz Police Department team participated in this event 
and raised $3,535. Offi  cers raising the most money included: offi  cer 

Duke Bunce, $1,190; chief Joe Snyder, $650; and sergeant Carmine Fuoco, $475. 
According to Chief Snyder, “The goal of No-Shave November is to increase 

public awareness of the fi ght against cancer. Many cancer patients lose their 
hair as a result of treatments, so we let our hair grow wild and free in support of 
cancer patients and survivors.” Money normally spent on shaving and groom-

ing for the month will be donated to the American Cancer Society to educate 
about cancer prevention, save lives and aid those fi ghting the battle. 

“This was another successful fundraiser that we met our goal,” said Snyder. 
“We had many members participating this year, and I appreciate all of their 
eff orts as well as everyone that donated to support our team and more impor-
tantly the American Cancer Society. This year, the member that raised the most 
money was authorized to continue to sport their beard through the end of the 
year, so when you see Offi  cer Bunce with his beard, please congratulate him for 
another fantastic year of raising the most money.”

NEW PALTZ | POLICE

New Paltz police offi  cers participated in No Shave November 2019

Lloyd Historical Preservation Society on January 6, 
7 p.m., at the Vineyard Commons theater meeting 
room in Highland.

Brooks, an avid scholar of local history, acquired 
access to Sannen’s postcards and a trove of other 
memorabilia. From that collection, he has put to-
gether his intimate story of one man’s travels to and 
through war-torn France and a display of Sannen’s 
memorabilia. Brooks and his wife, Patricia, co-own 
Brooks & Brooks Land Surveyors and Land Plan-
ners, located in Highland. They share a passion for 
researching history and off ering programs to various 
organizations throughout the year.

For more information, visit www.TOLHPS.org or 
call (845) 255-7742.

Retired men to meet on January 6

Retired men of the New Paltz Community invite 
retired men everywhere to the monthly breakfast 
meeting of Monday, January 6, 8 a.m., at the New 
Paltz Plaza Diner. 

Dave Mazzetti, a certifi ed fi nancial planning pro-
fessional, will present information that seniors 
should know about: wills, trusts, powers of attorney, 
health care proxies and probate. This presentation 
was originally scheduled for December, but was 

postponed due to inclement weather.
For additional information, contact Rob Greene at 

rasjgreene@earthlink.net or 256-9003.

Gardiner Library presents ukulele 
club

The Gardiner Library will host another meeting of 
the ukulele club, the Ukuleleans led by Jeff  Pfeff er, 
on Wednesday, January 8 from 7 to 9 p.m. This free 
monthly club is for all ages of ukulele players, from 
beginner to experienced. The aim will be to encour-
age one another along as group members have fun 
with this uniquely upbeat instrument. Individuals 
will also be given the opportunity to perform for the 
group, if they desire, building confi dence to perform 
in front of audiences.

Clubs meet in the library community room, 133 
Farmer’s Turnpike. For further information, call 
255-1255 or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org.

Volunteers needed

The Town of New Paltz is looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Bike-Ped Committee, Clean Water Open 
Space Preservation Commission, Environmental 

Conservation Board, Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, Police Citizens’ Advisory Committee, Public 
Access Committee and the Recreation Committee. 
Interested parties are asked to submit a letter of in-
terest and resume to the supervisor’s offi  ce at P.O. 
Box 550, New Paltz, NY 12561 or e-mail assistant@
townofnewpaltz.org.

Seeking donations for yarn, fabric 
and craft  supplies sale in Gardiner

 The Gardiner Library is seeking donations of fab-
rics, yarns, notions, craft supplies and working sew-
ing machines for its annual craft supplies sale. Items 
may be dropped off  at the library during regular 
business hours during January, before Sunday, Janu-
ary 26. No items will be accepted after that date. The 
sale will take place on Saturday, February 1 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The library is located at 133 Farmer’s Turnpike in. 
For further information, call the library at 255-1255 
or visit www.gardinerlibrary.org. 
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said that this modeling will help them get “the most 
green building possible for the budget.” That might 
include deciding how much insulation to use, for ex-
ample, or how to lay out the rooms to maximize the 
benefi ts of ultra-effi  cient mini-split heat pumps. A 
consultant paid for with the grant from the New York 
State Energy Development Corporation will propose 
specifi c ideas to incorporate. Bettez believes the 
building could achieve a net-zero energy status.

Energy-saving initiatives
The return on that investment should be rather 

quick for the police portion of the building, as it’s in 
constant use and represents a much larger energy 
drain than most other town services. That savings 
might be accelerated because by the time the new 
building is open for business, community choice 
aggregation will already be in eff ect. That’s the sys-
tem under which, as of January, town residents who 
haven’t entered into a contract with a separate pro-
vider will start saving money on their electric bills 
while using energy entirely from renewable sources.

Any contracts with an energy service company 
will remain in eff ect. Bettez recently learned that 
he’s got such an arrangement, about which he had 
forgotten. He’d signed an ESCO contract to secure 
green energy for more than the market rate because 
he considered it worth the cost, but over time, “that 
cost has crept up,” and now by switching back to 
the default he’ll get the same environmental benefi t 
while also saving money each month. He’s also a par-
ticipant in community solar, which provides a credit 
on his bill in return for purchasing local solar power; 
this is also not disrupted by this group-purchasing 
eff ort.

On the other hand, the protection aff orded those 
ESCO relationships can be used to take advantage. 
New Paltz residents have been receiving more mail-
ings from such companies since the CCA process 
was started. “I think it’s pretty shady,” the supervi-

sor observed. The CCA process is a “100% governor 
initiative,” but local laws must be passed to use the 
new structure to save money. Some residents have 
questioned its legitimacy as well, but letters about 
the process were mailed out in accordance with 
state law.

Another energy initiative, building solar over the 
capped town landfi ll, will not have ground broken in 
2019. That’s not because some people questioned the 
wisdom of taking down trees in an eff ort to reduce 
the carbon footprint, but because the preferred ven-
dor came back with a much smaller plan after actual-
ly walking the site. As the new proposal would result 
in less energy being produced than even the second 
bidder off ered, negotiations with principals of that 
vendor, Hesp Solar, have begun in earnest and are 
expected to be concluded by the end of April.

Town taxpayers should also look to save money 
on the cost of lighting streets sometime in 2020. The 
current arrangement involves paying for lights rent-
ed from Central Hudson, but another gubernatorial 
initiative has opened the door to purchasing those 
lights and paying for the electricity and maintenance 
directly. Ownership will allow for faster conversion 
to light-emitting diodes, which use signifi cantly less 
power than older bulbs. Moreover, the conversion 
will result in each light having a meter, with actual 
energy charges being assessed rather than a general 
amount based on the number of lights.

Control over lights will also mean control of direc-
tion and brightness. A full audit of town lights will be 
performed once the deal is sealed, Bettez said, and 
the new LEDs could even allow for brightness to be 
adjusted remotely based on the needs in a given area 
throughout the course of a day.

The cost of renting the lights is $25,000 a year, 
which the supervisor said “is enough to buy and 
install a new light.” The purchase will be fi nanced 
through the New York Power Authority, but the ex-
act cost can’t be nailed down due to complex rules 
imposed on these transactions. How they’re main-
tained is also not quite fi nalized: the requirements 
include using union electricians, and a consortium 

of several local communities has been formed to se-
cure a contract with an appropriate vendor. Howev-
er, Bettez is confi dent that the fi nal price will mean 
that after four or fi ve years, the debt will be paid and 
the ongoing costs will only be for maintenance and 
electricity.

Improvements to Henry W. Dubois Drive
Henry W. Dubois Drive might get some lighting 

changes to accommodate the Empire State Trail. It 
will certainly be getting other improvements, specif-
ically a pedestrian path alongside the state-spanning 
bike path. Funding for the project was secured early 
in the year, and since town offi  cials have been fi nal-
izing details and complying with state requirements 
such as forming a committee to issue the request for 
quotes and rank the bidders. Alta Planning, the con-
tractor for the overall planning of the Empire State 
Trail, was awarded this work. Public meetings on the 
details will be held as that project unfolds.

Relocation of Town hall
Even as plans move forward to relocate the town 

court, there is another project which will put the 
main village fi rehouse right next door. That will leave 
much of 23 Plattekill Avenue vacant, and Bettez 
wants to move the remaining town offi  ces into the 
courthouse space if at all possible. Outgoing town 
council member Marty Irwin, who has expressed his 
developer’s skepticism that the entire building could 
be refurbished to become a joint municipal center, 
has agreed to advise on the question. Whether or not 
a fully shared space comes to pass, the court is town 
property and the supervisor wants to get town em-
ployees there rather than in aging rental trailers if at 
all possible.

“Maybe the building is too far gone and expen-
sive,” to remodel, Bettez acknowledges, “but we’ll 
check it out.” In the worse case, he thinks it’s a bet-
ter site for building new than the location of the old 
Town Hall on Veterans Drive. Keeping town offi  ces 
adjacent to village employees provides opportuni-
ties for sharing costs such as for copying machines, 

Looking forward
(Continued from page 1) 
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New Paltz Town Supervisor Neil Bettez.

Lawrence R. Ratick, LUTCF / Ralph A. Smith, LUTCF
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but the supervisor has no intention of trying to 
merge local governments in the wake of the disas-
trous attempt made only a few years ago. “We’d have 
to earn [residents’] trust before ever talking about 
consolidation,” he said. As for Town Hall itself, he 
wants a fi rm plan in place by the end of 2021.

Sewer district six and water district five
Another lingering town infrastructure problem 

is also nearing resolution: sewer district six, which 
serves only a relatively small number of households 
in Ohioville. With how special tax districts are set 
up, repairing a plant that has been long neglected 
by public offi  cials could only be paid for by residents 
of that district. The solution Bettez prefers would 
be to connect those homes to the village system at 
North Putt Corners Road. Making that palatable will 
require analyzing infi ltration and infl ow into aging 
pipes, which adds strain to sanitary systems by forc-
ing the unnecessary treatment of runoff . The eight- 
to 10,000 gallons of raw sewage might prove to be a 
smaller amount if leaks are identifi ed and repaired. 
This work is ongoing in the village due to a consent 
order, but there is a “perverse incentive” to avoid 
looking at the issue on the town level, because sewer 
bills are based on water meter readings only.

All of the town water meters will coincidentally be 
replaced thanks to the taxpayers of the City of New 
York. It’s part of a deal to make sure New Paltz has 
enough of a backup system to weather shutdowns 
of the Catskill Aqueduct. The meters will allow for 
more frequent billing and thus faster leak detection. 
Another part of that wider plan, water district fi ve 
on Plains Road, could be built in the next year or 
two. The last of three lawsuits fi led by neighbors has 
reached the point of fi nal appeal, and if the decision 
goes to the town, then work may be able to proceed. 
The district would only serve a small number of 
households, but is being set up to provide a backup 
supply that would expand the buff er from the pres-
ent 3-5 days to as much as ten weeks. Dave Roehrs, 
who owns the land that will be sold to install that 
infrastructure, has promised to build a soccer fi eld 
there, too.

Soccer fi elds at the Field of Dreams will be com-
pleted in the spring, thanks to the donated time and 
materials coordinated by Paul Colucci and involving 
a number of other local contractors. The supervisor 
understands that they could be ready for play in the 
summer or fall. For those who like to walk around 
without chasing a ball, two bridges will be installed 
in Mill Brook Preserve thanks to grant funding.

Reining in costs
Not everything can be paid for through grants, 

and town taxpayers have been feeling the pinch as 
the budget has increased faster than the tax cap for 
several years. The primary drivers for this are health 
insurance and retirement contributions, and the 
supervisor is seeing some slowdown in health care 
costs in particular. “I’m hoping the days of ten to 15 
percent increases in insurance are over,” the super-
visor said. New staff  positions aren’t being created 
and there’s a focus on effi  ciency instead. In the long 
term, Bettez believes ending the expensive lease for 
a police headquarters and rental costs for trailers to 
house town hall workers -- each a problem he inher-
ited from a diff erent predecessor -- will also contrib-
ute to eff orts to rein in costs. ++

Village of New Paltz
Mayor Tim Rogers

Projecting completed projects

N
EW PALTZ MAYOR Tim Rogers has his vil-
lage’s fi re station on his mind, but it’s only 
one of several large projects that will be 
started, concluded or be moved signifi -

cantly forward in 2020. As “head cheerleader” for 
the village, Rogers sees his role as supporting the 
near-tireless and very enthusiastic municipal em-
ployees who are ensuring that a number of critical 
infrastructure projects get done to keep the water 
and sewer systems fl owing and emergency services 
responsive.

Fire station #2 on North Putt Corners Road
Building a facility that is large enough for all the 

fi re and rescue equipment needed in New Paltz has 
been in the works since 2013, and is built on plans 

that go back much further. Breaking ground to real-
ize those dreams should be happening in 2020, with 
the current station #2 on North Putt Corners Road 
being replaced with a modern fi re and rescue facility 
that will then be the sole fi rehouse in the community. 
Thanks to a state grant, it’s possible that the building 
might even achieve net-zero energy consumption.

Funding was awarded through the New York State 
Energy Research Development Agency to hire a con-
sultant to look into improving the new fi rehouse’s 
carbon footprint. Given that the building was de-
signed under the purview of Alfandre Architecture, 
already known for award-winning green buildings, 
it’s likely any suggestions to improve energy effi  cien-
cy while remaining under budget will be welcomed. 
If the building can’t actually be constructed for net-
zero energy consumption, the mayor said it would 
be a “whole lot closer” to that mark once that review 
is complete.

Much of the money for this project -- $5 million 
-- comes from the state treasury. Governor Andrew 

Cuomo, in 2013, earmarked money to help with re-
covery eff orts and resilience projects in the wake of 
the storms Irene, Lee and Sandy, and comes from 
the allotment for both town and village govern-
ments because the village fi re department provides 
those services in the remainder of the town under 
contract. It’s the busiest department in the county, 
and fi refi ghters have been parking four trucks in the 
three bays they have available on Plattekill Avenue 
for longer than that. Plans to fi nd more space for this 
service predate even those storms of early this de-
cade, with money being the biggest impediment to 
their realization, and newer equipment that fi ts in 
the existing space can be hard to fi nd.

Concentrating municipal off ices
to the Plattekill Avenue complex

Once all the fi re activity is centered at the cor-
ner of North Putt Road and Henry W. Dubois Drive, 
other possibilities will be opened up for that space, 
especially since the justice court operations are also 

LAUREN THOMAS

New Paltz Mayor Tim Rogers wanted to be photographed with the staff  of the Department of Public Works because he 
wanted the staff  to be recognized for the hard work they do this time of year. Top row left to right: Joe Granieri, Deputy 
Mayor KT Tobin, Mayor Tim Rogers, Art Decker, Patrick Murphy and DPW Supervisor Bleu Terwillger. Bottom row, Left 
to right: Kyle Roberts, Gordon Pine, Matt Tompkins and Nick Coddington.

GERIATRIC DENTISTRY
DENTURES
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slated to be moved from the town-owned portion 
of the Plattekill Avenue complex. Like his colleague 
Neil Bettez, supervisor of the town, Rogers hopes a 
way to concentrate municipal offi  ces on that campus 
can be realized, to improve convenience to all town 
residents, as well as provide opportunities for effi  -
ciency and innovation by working in closer proxim-
ity. While the village has been likened to California 
and the remainder of the town to Connecticut, the 
mayor would like to see their workers in much closer 
proximity than that simile suggests.

Fire station #1 is also the traditional end point for 
the popular Halloween parade. If the building is ren-
ovated and that large space where volunteers hand 
out Hershey bars and apples goes away, it may be 
time to consider a diff erent route. Rogers considered 
that question on the fl y, and thinks that Huguenot 
Street might be an alternative. The pedestrian-only 
section is already alive with trick-or-treaters prior to 
the parade, and with funding in hand to improve the 
historic neighborhood’s visitor center he believes it 
could be a good fi t for post-parade action as well. He 
did not in any way suggest that he’s made a proposal 
to Historic Huguenot Street board members; how-
ever the parade route is ultimately changed will de-
pend on some formal talks. It could also shift some 
of the economic realities around the village, with 
some homeowners seeing fewer children at the door 
on Halloween, and others getting a marked increase.

State aid
2019 closed out with another big state grant, $3 

million to replace failing water mains. This is good 
news, but it was also occasion for the mayor to re-
fl ect on the imperfections he sees in the system for 
doling out state aid. Cuomo reorganized all awards 
to be vetted through one of ten regional economic 
development councils, setting up an inter-regional 
competition to get the most money by off ering up 
the most compelling argument for economic devel-
opment. Rogers never had to obtain state aid under 
the old system, which involved applying to a variety 
of state agencies directly and also relying on funding 
earmarked by state legislators. Overall, he believes 
that this structure is more transparent and results in 
a more equitable distribution of available funds. “I 
approve of the spirit of the process,” he said.

Within each region, council members score appli-
cations based on various criteria, and Rogers thinks 
that those criteria aren’t capturing some important 
data. The village has been under a consent order to 
fi x sewer problems since 2003, and based on how 
often grants to replace sewer lines get rejected, the 
mayor doesn’t believe that this fact is given due 
weight in and of itself. He also thinks that a history 
of past awards should be considered: one state grant 
made it possible to identify the worst sewer main 
problems using cameras, but the project which was 
proposed based on those fi ndings “is now not a pri-
ority,” which suggests some kind of disconnect.

Disconnecting inferior old water
and sewer mains

Disconnecting inferior old water and sewer mains 
will be a priority in the village in the coming year, 
as this new grant comes even as sewer work already 
planned for this year will be done on some of the 
same streets. What’s on the mayor’s plate is priori-
tizing and coordinating the work. All of it has to be 
done with specifi ed deadlines, but no one wants to 
rip open a street twice if all the work can be done at 
once. There’s also another $2 million which must be 
borrowed as the required match for the water main 

grant, and that must be carefully managed to keep the 
village’s credit rating -- and borrowing rates -- as good 
as possible. Doing this work could make other needed 
improvements possible, too. The mayor is eyeing the 
North Chestnut water main, which he’d like to con-
nect to the one on Huguenot Street if he can. Any time 
one can turn a dead-end pipe into a loop, it increases 
pressure and water availability for users, especially the 
ones who live all the way at the end of a line.

As that consent order is still in eff ect, village of-
fi cials are looking for innovative ways to complete 
this necessary work. It was good news that a grant to 
do camera work to identify problems in town sewer 
lines was awarded, since many of those feed into the 
village system. An innovative grant was also awarded 
to use these cameras to identify leaking laterals, the 
pipes that connect private residences to the public 
system. Some village residents have been told point-
blank by a mayor that village money will never be 
spent on a private sewer problem, but in applying 
for this money that objection was successfully over-
come. This pilot program will cost $334,000, 25% of 
which will be funded through local tax dollars. Bon-
ticue View Road, Harrington and Prospect streets 
top the list of areas worthy of this closer look. Rogers 
hopes he can coordinate with town offi  cials to get all 
the camera work done at the same time, to cut the 
cost still more.

There is a precedent for using public money on 
private property in New York, whereby health de-
partment money was used to replace lead pipes 
leading into homes. State environmental offi  cials 
helped shape the application using a similar ratio-
nale, that the public benefi t is large and the incentive 
for a private property owner to do the work is often 
not. After 16 years of replacing mains to eliminate 
the infl ow and infi ltration into the village treatment 
plant, the mayor said, the volume of liquid was still 
triple normal during a recent rainstorm. Private 
property represents a critical next phase in address-
ing this longtime environmental issue, which at its 
worst has resulted in raw sewage fl owing down vil-
lage streets and into the Wallkill River.

Upgrading opportunities to charge for parking
Rogers is also looking forward to being able to up-

grade opportunities to charge people for parking. 
Right now street parking is controlled solely by me-

chanical meters and changing the prices on those is 
cost-prohibitive. The Plattekill Avenue lot has gone 
through many changes since it was wrested from the 
world of free parking during the Dungan administra-
tion, but village offi  cials were extremely dissatisfi ed 
with the last kiosk installed there to separate drivers 
from their money. It jammed, it broke, it occupied 
a lot of time for staff ers in the village clerk’s offi  ce. 
He calls that a “hiccup,” one which will be corrected 
when a new kiosk arrives. That will open up the pos-
sibility of taking payment via mobile phone, and to 
exert more control over how much is charged than 
can be managed through the meters. The mayor said 
he’s hearing that people want that option and he 
hopes it will at last be provided in 2020.

In short, construction could well be rampant 
over the next two summers, but the work will make 
the village a safer, healthier place to live and work, 
whether one walks or drives to get there. ++

Outgoing New Paltz Superintendent 
of Schools Maria Rice

Focus on children

A
FTER 14 YEARS on the job and two years 
after her offi  cial retirement, Maria Rice 
fi nished her career as superintendent 
of the New Paltz Central School District 

just before Christmas. In that time, she’s had three 
diff erent offi  ces from which she has shaped policy 
and tone in a school district parents clamor to live 
in, even while wrestling with the fact that not every 
child has always felt equally welcome in these halls.

Born to Italian immigrants, Rice was an English 
teacher before she became an administrator, with a 
particular fondness for Dickens. Great Expectations 
rises as one of her favorite of his novels to read and 
teach. She also has a penchant for poetry, citing 
Maya Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings as 
a favorite.

The process of selecting Rice’s replacement might 
be similar to what unfolded when she was hired. “I 
got a call from a search fi rm,” she recalls, and was 
encouraged to apply for superintendent’s job in New 
Paltz. When she agreed, she was fi rst screened in an 
interview conducted by consultants, who recom-
mended her as one of the fi nalists to be interviewed 
by board members. She recalls being “really im-
pressed” by those trustees, describing them as “wel-
coming,” “bright” and “full of energy.”

In short order, she also discovered that she was 
impressed by just about everyone else contribut-
ing to the culture of the New Paltz schools. She all 
but gushes about the “talented pool” of teachers, 
and how lucky the children are to have them. She 
has equally high praise for support staff  members. 
To this day, she remembers the ride around the dis-
trict’s borders she took with transportation director 
Maureen Ryan. “She’d point out that this house was 
in the district, but that one wasn’t, and had it all 

LAUREN THOMAS

Outgoing New Paltz Central School District Superintendent of Schools Maria Rice.

FAMILY OWNED FOR 30+ YEARS

100+ TV channels, free wireless internet,  
fitness area and guest laundry. 

Free Continental Breakfast.  
Handicap accessible rooms available.

1/4 mile to NYS Thruway. 

All local police, firefighters, and EMTs 15% off with valid ID.

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz
845-255-8865 • www.abviofnewpaltz.com
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committed to memory.” The lines were -- and are -- 
complicated enough that when she and her husband 
decided it was cheaper to build than buy a home, 
she took pains to make sure she didn’t accidentally 
fi nd herself out of the district, and out of a job.

One of the reasons Rice decided to take the job 
of superintendent of the New Paltz district was her 
confi dence in the schools themselves. She knew that 
residency in the district was going to be a require-
ment for the job, and she desired for her son to be 
educated by New Paltz teachers. She feels this had a 
positive and lasting impact upon him, but the impact 
actually went both ways: coming from central New 
York lacrosse family, her son wanted to play and 
started the petition which got a school team estab-
lished. That legacy continues today, as parents and 
players lobby to get funding for a modifi ed team for 
seventh and eighth graders on the sports roster.

Living in the district is not something to which 
Rice has paid lip service. “I shop here on purpose,” 
she says, knowing full well that in New Paltz the sto-
ries of local offi  cials being cornered in the narrow 
aisles of ShopRite are legendary. She considers it a 
way to build community relationships and maintain 
accessibility for stakeholders.

Rice sees herself as a champion of children, and 
always looks for ways to pay for services and pro-
gramming which will benefi t them. Sports teams, in-
novative programs, gender-neutral bathrooms and 
eff orts to help kids better learn to connect and sup-
port each other mark her time in the district. She’s 
not operating in a vacuum, either: board members 
are “extremely generous” when it comes to funding 
such ideas, particularly when the superintendent 
can provide data to support the pitch.

This year’s push to add a psychologist is something 
she puts on that list, in recognition that the “outra-
geous” stress on young people in school and beyond 
makes mental health a serious issue nationwide. Sev-
eral counselors on the district staff  speak two lan-
guages, and one three, breaking down another bar-
rier that could block a child from the education to 
which all children are entitled. Another area of focus 
is helping students who have been out of the class-
room for a time -- due to illness or any other issue 
-- transition back into the school routine by means 
of a special “academy” in which their anxiety and 
concerns can be addressed.

It was for her child that she opted to take the New 
Paltz job, it was for countless local children that she 
has worked since, and it’s for other children that 
she’s decided it’s time to step down. Specifi cally, “I 
miss the grandchildren.” She’s missed three out of 
four of the high school graduations she could have 
attended as a grandmother, because they were 
held on the same day as the New Paltz ceremony. 
She wants the opportunity to spend more time with 
them going forward.

The work she does is full of alphabet soup and can 
often seem cerebral, but at its heart it’s all about the 
children. Rice was instrument in starting the New 
Paltz Central School District Foundation for Student 
Enhancement, a nonprofi t which exists to fund “in-
novative programs” which are beyond the scope of 
the district’s budget. Rice hand-picked the fi rst board 
members for the foundation in 2011, and worked on 
creating its charter. “Teachers have exciting ideas,” 
she said, and of those proposed for foundation sup-
port, “the majority are fully or partially funded.” 
This “gift for our children” may continue to draw 
some of her attention, as she’s already been asked 
to join its board after she’s free to make that choice.

Additionally, the capital project which in some 
sense has defi ned her role is due to be completed 
shortly after her departure. Plans called for it to 
be wrapped up in December, but construction be-
ing what it is, a delay of a few weeks for a fi ve-year 
district-wide set of improvements is not remarkable. 
Rice started conversations on how to address the 
many failings in the middle school soon after she 
took the reins of the district, but a bond proposal 
that included a number of amenities beyond mod-
ernization was torpedoed by voters who seem to 
have felt trustees at the time were tone-deaf during 
a time of growing economic crisis. The project now 
being wrapped up addressed infrastructure issues in 
all buildings, but changes to the middle school were 
the most striking: full replacement of the building’s 
ancient heating system, a new wing and the overhaul 
of a kitchen in which all school meals for the district 
are prepared.

With such a big project winding down, Rice 
thought it was a good time to step down and allow 

for a replacement to “take [the district] to another 
level.” Much of that story will be entirely written by 
her successor, but some eff orts started on her watch 
will be ongoing. Establishing restorative practices 
to replace outmoded confl ict-resolution models is 
something just starting in the district, and eff orts to 
achieve racial equity -- a struggle that some residents 
have been engaged in for decades -- is one she be-
lieves will “never be done.” Trustees established a 
racial equity committee last year, and its members 
are just starting the process of getting integrated into 
the communication channels of this multi-million-
dollar bureaucracy. For example, the “No Place for 
Hate” program kicked off  in the district this year was 
launched without members of the racial equity com-
mittee even being aware of was contemplated, illus-
trating the challenges of sharing information across 
a large and complex system.

Rice leaving caps a year or two that’s been rife 
with administrative retirements, but while some of 
them have been met with consternation and even 
suspicion, the superintendent’s been getting fond 
messages of farewell, “lovely cards and fl owers and 
emails” from parents of current and former students, 
as well as teachers and other district employees past 
and present. A party is being planned for January to 
mark her service and allow another opportunity to a 
woman who has overseen the education of a genera-
tion of New Paltz’s youngest. ++

Next week: Part two of Looking forward with newly 
elected Lloyd Town Supervisor Fred Pizzuto, Gardiner 
Town Supervisor Marybeth Majestic and Rosendale 
Town Supervisor Jeanne Walsh.
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Main St. New Paltz, NY 12561
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     Community health

Hudson Valley
Rehabilitation & Extended Care Center

260 VINEYARD AVE, HIGHLAND, NY
www.hudsonvalleyrehab.com

CMS 5 Star Ratings!
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Sub Acute & Long-Term Care Facility
• Designated Rehabilitation Unit
• Comfortable Homelike Environment
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845-913-8890 or 845-691-7201

V
Get Well & Stay Well with 

Most Insurances Accepted!

845.255.2398
231 Main St.

www.Nutrition-wise.com

�————————�
Full Medical Coordination 

Unmatched Recreational Activities
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ADULT DAY CARE!
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845.331.1254 • mountainvalleymanor.com

All-Inclusive Living
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“In our home, you are on your own but never alone.”
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Voted Best Assisted Living   
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Schedule a Tour and Stay for Lunch

Come on in, 
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Pilates  of New Paltz

Rowan Tree Massage 

Pilates of New Paltz

12 N. Chestnut Street, in the village of New Paltz • www.pilatesnewpaltz.com
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Other Drugs

Helping the chemically dependent
take that First Step for over
4 decades and 4 generations.Inpatient Rehabilitation  
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5 Ridgeview Rd, PO Box 610, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

Make 2020 the year 
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We will beat any advertised price

PLUS! Order online-
 Fast and easy!

A Better Choice Fuel Service, Inc.

www.abetterchoicefuel.com

845.244.6012

“MAKE A BETTER CHOICE!”

We accept cash, checks, and credit cards

888-501-2811
1445 ROUTE 9 • WAPPINGERS FALLS
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•  Traumatic Brain Injuries 
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•  Slip and Fall 
•  Dangerous Premises 
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“Following an automobile accident in which my wife suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, her neurologist recommended John Rusk as an attorney who understands 
the complications of brain injury litigation. John met every expectation.” — Glen

John G. Rusk Daniel J. Rusk
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Kingston, NY
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than
expected
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Savings at participating retail stores, gas and dining gift cards, 
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Visit advantage.salisburybank.info 
or call Customer Support at 860.596.2444

window
cover-up
4 cherry hill rd.
new paltz, ny
845 245 7841

shades
blinds
draperies
sales . installations
window screen repair

windowcoverup.com   windowcover20@gmail.com
louie benson  owner
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Schools
Wells Willett

Student events, profi les & sports

by Oliver ten Broeke

W
HILE WELLS WILLETT’S education 
began at New Paltz, he transferred to 
the Mountain Laurel Waldorf school 
during his fi rst year at Lenape. “I went 

to Waldorf in third grade. It was defi nitely very dif-
ferent from my public school experience.”

The teaching philosophy at Waldorf was markedly 
distinct from that of a public institution. “I really 
liked it. There was a lot more emphasis on collab-
orative work and ways-of-being, rather than learning 
things just to know them…” This style of teaching 
had a vital impact on Willett’s own method of think-
ing and way of seeing the world. “Waldorf had its 
most signifi cant eff ects in terms of interacting with 
others. All the Waldorf people I know have been re-
ally good people… They’re smart and caring people, 
and I think that that’s something Waldorf creates 
rather than caters to.”

After graduating from the program at Waldorf, fol-
lowing his eighth grade year, Willett headed to New 
Paltz High School to begin his term as a freshman. 
“The transfer from Waldorf to the high school was 
one of the more challenging experiences for me. It was 
going from somewhere with basically no grades and 
no standardized testing to a place with Regents testing 
and AP testing.” Softening what would otherwise be a 
tricky transition was Willett’s love for math.

Having departed Waldorf with an analytical mind, 
and a passion for analysis-based subjects, Willett im-
mediately began pushing himself to surpass the stan-
dard scholastic path. “I decided to test out of Alge-
bra 1, which is something no one [from Waldorf ] had 
done. And I failed the fi rst time,” he laughs, “and 
so I tried again in the fall and I succeeded.” Willett 
entered high school in geometry and has stuck to an 

advanced path since. “Math has consistently been 
one of my favorite subjects and so have the sciences. 
I liked AP chemistry, earth science and astronomy 
and I really loved AP environmental science.”

At age ten, Willett began attending local wilder-
ness-survival camp Wild Earth. After fi ve or six years 
of participation, he became a member of the staff , 
“...I work there with kids and spend most of my sum-
mer in the woods.” Willett explains that Wild Earth 
has diff erent branches for diff erent age-groups. “I 
work at Kestrel Camp, which is for kids from six to 
ten years old. Our goal is to expose these kids to na-
ture, since a lot of them live in the city and are only 
coming up for the summer. We get them in touch 
with nature and their friends.”

When he’s not in the forest for Wild Earth, Willett 
is likely spotted on a bike, a set of skis or just his feet. 
“I spend most of my free time biking or running… I 
really like to be active and outdoors. Right now, it’s 
Nordic season, so I’m skiing a lot out in the cold.” 
Wells began Nordic skiing as soon as he entered the 

Wells Willett.

high school.
Willett considers himself a big biker, too. “I got on 

a bike last spring, just for fun and I ended up rid-
ing it almost every single day of the summer. That 
will probably be something I do very frequently.” 
Willett is defi nitely infl uenced by his parents, who 
are very athletic role models. “My parents are both 
triathletes…My dad has made a living out of training 
people for triathlons.” 

Over the summer, Willett completed a half-iron-
man. “That was the culmination of starting to ride 
a bike in the spring, running more through cross 
country in the high school and starting to swim in 
the spring... I think I did well, and I trained really 
hard for it.”

In nature and the outdoors, Willett feels spoiled 
for getting to live in the Catskills. “I can always fi nd a 
new place. I love Bonticou, Minnewaska and Awost-
ing. I recently visited Kaaterskill Falls and for us it’s 
easy to think it’s sort of unremarkable, just because 
of how accessible it is to us. But when you’re out on 
a really nice day, you think, ‘wow, this is just a great 
place to be’.”

In the future, Willett plans to remain physically ac-
tive. “I want to still be doing triathlons or some other 
sport.” Willett mentions that he would like to spend 
some time doing a bike tour of Europe.

After graduating from New Paltz High School, Wil-
lett will be attending Dartmouth College. He will 
likely be pursuing his interest in statistical analysis 
and environmental science, but feels that he would 
be unsurprised if his inclinations shift. “I indicated 
environmental science and statistics, but Dartmouth 
-- like most of the other schools I was thinking about 
going to -- off ers a year plus a semester to declare 
your major. Given how much my preferences have 
changed just in high school, I wouldn’t be surprised 
if I’m interested in something pretty diff erent a year 
from now.”

Professionally, Willett feels pretty fl exible. “I just 
want something that fi ts the description of having 
opportunities to be outside, whether that’s part of 
the job and getting to interact with others. I’d like to 
do something that feels meaningful.”

Willett advises his friends and peers to not stress 
over what they might perceive as pivotal moments. 
“Try to be happy. I know it’s hard when you’re go-
ing through college apps, but getting into a specifi c 
college or not, or even getting a specifi c job or not, 
aren’t the end of the world. There are lots of other 
colleges and other jobs. It won’t change who you are. 
It’s important to know when to take a step back and 
to try to be happy.” ++
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Rebuilding the tradition? Highland soft ball preview

23

“DINE TO DONATE” AT MCGILLICUDDY’S ON MARCH 30

RAISES FUNDS FOR SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOMES FOR DISABLED VETS

Continued on page 17

LAUREN THOMAS

SUNY New Paltz Fraternity Kappa Delta Phi is sponsoring a fundraiser for the “Homes for Our Troops” project on Wednesday, March 30 

at McGillicuddy’s Restaurant. Please mention the fundraiser when you arrive. Pictured left to right are: Nick Lionetti, Ryan Mercadante, 

Jordan Ponzetti, Lukas Mazzetti, Daniel Mazzarella, James Variano, Korey LeClair and Carl Arcilesi.

Continued on page 20
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by Frances Marion Platt

J UST ABOUT EVERYONE gives lip service to the sacrifi ces made by members of America’s armed 

forces, especially those who have been killed or maimed in wartime. But how many people put 

their money where their mouth is, by supporting charities that provide tangible aid to war veter-

ans with permanent debilitating injuries? Well, on the SUNY New Paltz campus, the Alpha Gamma 

Chapter of the Kappa Delta Phi fraternity certainly does. And your chance to help out (while enjoying a 

tasty meal) is coming up next Wednesday, March 30, so save the date!

With 13 active chapters throughout the Northeast, Kappa Delta Phi is a midsized fraternity that has 

adopted Homes for Our Troops as its favorite charity. In the 12 years since its founding, that not-for-profi t 

organization has built more than 200 houses for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan confl icts who have 

Jeremy Phillips brings Schatzi’s 
gastropub to New Paltz

11

New Paltz Town Board considers moratorium in Gateway areasby Terence P Ward

R EQUESTS FOR NEW Paltz 
Town Board members to im-
pose a moratorium and use 
that time to create a gateway 

development overlay zone have gotten 

enough attention to start the discussion, 

but it's not at all clear if such action will 

actually be taken. There are fi nancial and 

legal ramifi cations that will be studied be-

fore any decisions are made. The idea may 

have been born of the CVS/Five Guys proj-

ect that the Planning Board is presently 

considering for North Putt Corners Road, 

but proponents say that it's about the big-

ger picture, not that one application.
Supervisor Neil Bettez said he'd re-

ceived numerous e-mails -- largely using 

the same wording -- requesting that a 

moratorium be considered. "It's impor-

tant to people in the town," he said.

Town resident Kevin Borden, who has 

been a leader among those who oppose 

the scale of the CVS project, said that 

the proposed overlay district would en-

compass far more than a single parcel. 

It could also include the site of the for-

mer 87 Motel, he said, were a workforce 

housing project rumored to be in the 

works would likely leave residents with-

out cars crossing the Thruway on foot to 

head towards their jobs."You can legally press the 'pause' but-

ton," he said, and consider if there are 

better ways to develop the areas in the 

town's Thruway gateway area.
Joel Oppenheimer told board mem-

bers that even having the idea on an 

agenda was a step forward. "It's a rare 

thing to feel heard by your local repre-

sentatives," he said.
Continued on page 20

New Paltz Town Planning Board
Pledge of Allegiance decision goes viral

by Terence P Ward

L AST WEEK’S DECISION by New Paltz Town Planning Board members not to 

start reciting the Pledge of Allegiance before meetings was not the last word 

spoken on the subject. After losing the 4-3 vote, board member Amy Cohen 

-- who fi rst raised the issue last autumn -- took her case to the Town Board 

and, fi nding no solution there, then spoke about the cause on Fox & Friends Mon-

day morning. Numerous media outlets have picked up the story, and board member 

Lagusta Yearwood was singled out for derision by people around the country who 

disagreed with her characterization that the pledge is "third grade and silly." Republican 

congressional candidate Andrew Heaney has 

even decided to make this a campaign issue.

At the Town Board meeting last Thurs-

day, Cohen asked members to approve a 
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by Rich Corozine

T
HE NEW PALTZ girls can be a very good 
team: witness their solid 52-39 win over a 
tough Beacon team in the Miles of Hope 
Foundation Holiday Tournament at High-

land. It's early in the season, but the evidence of 
fulfi lling potential is starting to become obvious. 
And it's in the inside game of 6-footers Katie Geisler, 
Francheska Gemigniano, Alex Frenza and 5-10 Ruby 
Santos. They should keep the Huguenots in any 
game this year.

In a back-and-forth opening quarter with both 
sides settling in, New Paltz ended the opening eight 
minutes with a 10-8 lead (Santos with three points 
and Geisler and Gemigniano with a pair and a big 
three-pointer for Jenna Russo).

The Huguenots took control in the second quar-
ter, their height inside dominating the smaller Lady 
Bulldogs. Gemigniano hit inside, then after a pair of 
free throws by Beacon's Grace Aff eldt, it was Santos 
inside off  a great feed from Geisler and Santos again 
on a breakaway off  a steal by Geisler. After a Bea-
con free throw it was Santos on a drive through the 
lane, a Russo free throw and Geisler jumper from 
the lane...and it was 21-11. Beacon's Emma Rodriguez 
hit a layup, but Geisler ended the half with layup off  
a  sweet feed from Frenza inside. It was 23-13 New 
Paltz.

Gemigniano opened the second half with a three-
pointer, and after a Rodriguez three for Beacon, San-
tos hit inside again off  another beautiful feed from 
Geisler. Josephine Skyler-Kurtz hit a three for Bea-
con, but New Paltz then went on a 9-2 run fueled 
by Santos with seven (including fi ve-for-fi ve from the 
free throw line) and Geisler with a pair, to open a 37-
21 lead. Beacon came back with fi ve straight points 
to cut it to 37-26 at the end of three.

The Lady Bulldogs could never get the New Paltz 
lead to less then seven at 37-30, as Geisler, stepping 
outside to the wing, hit a big three. Then it was Fren-
za inside, Daija Bell on a drive and another Santos 
free throw, and it was 45-30 and essentially game 
over. Maddy Burda added a three, Santos a steal and 
breakaway and Frenza a putback of a Geisler miss 
for the fi nal 52-39 score.

Santos led the Huguenots with 19 points, with eight 
rebounds; with Geisler adding 14 and 12 rebounds. 
Rodriguez led Beacon with 14 points.

The Highland girls fell to Millbrook 65-50, with 
Addie McDowell leading the Huskies with 17 points 

and Dehana Stevens with 16. Erin Fox hit for 30 for 
Millbrook; while the boys lost to Spackenkill 69-56, 
as Ethan Thompson led the Huskies with 18 points.

The New Paltz girls (2-1) are at Saugerties on Fri-
day, January 3 at 5:30 p.m.; while the boys (4-1 after 
beating Ketchum 58-54 in the Duane Davis Tourna-
ment on Thursday), host the Sawyers at 5:30. The 
Highland boys (1-5) are at FDR on Tuesday, January 7 
at 5:30 p.m.; while the girls (0-6) host the Presidents 
at 5:30 p.m. ++

New Paltz and Highland wrestling

Pine Bush defeated New Paltz 50-30 last Satur-
day, with wins on the mat for the Huguenots by Cole 
Cuppett with a pin of Richard Urena in 1:19 at 106 
pounds; Elliot Crocco a pin of Ayden Maldonado in 

Holiday tournament
New Paltz and Highland basketball

1:50 at 120; Finn Gibson a pin of Tyler Joy in 1:17 at 
132; Logan Michael a pin of Elijah Serrano in 0:56 at 
182; and Evan Jansen a pin of Victor Cruz in 0:21 at 
285 pounds.

New Paltz, 4-5 in dual meets, wrestles in the 
Section IX Duals at Middletown on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, January 7-8; while Highland, 3-1 on the 
season, will wrestle the Section IX Duals at Port Jer-
vis on Tuesday, January 7.

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz indoor track

It was gold for New Paltz boys' Anthony Stevens 
in the OCIAA long jump (20-6) and Noah Brown in 
the pole vault (10-6), with the girls Hailey Dippel win-
ning the long jump (15-1). Brown also took third in 
the triple jump (36-11) and Jaden Thomas-Markaria  
second in the high jump (5-11). Dippel also took third 
in the 55 hurdles (9.5).

-- Rich Corozine

New Paltz's Katie Geisler.

 (L-R) New Paltz's Katie Geisler (14), Beacon's Ledjina Gejac (22) and New Paltz's Ruby 
Santos (22).

PHOTOS BY RICH COROZINE

New Paltz's Alex Frenza (13) rebounding against Beacon.

Bear & Bug
Pre-loved Children’s Items
29 Main St., Highland, NY 
845-261-2268
Bearandbugthrift@gmail.com
Althea Lutz, Owner

OPEN: Wed, Thurs, and Fri., 10 am - 6 pm; Sat. 10 am- 5 pm and Sun. 10 am - 1 pm. 
Closed Monday and Tuesday.  

I buy and sell pre-loved children’s clothing, size 0-14 and other children’s items.

WINTER SALE

50% off all 
winter coats

The Law Offices of 
Robert F. Rich, Jr. PLLC
1-845-255-RICH (7424)

• Car and Motorcycle Accidents
• Medical Malpractice

• Nursing Home Negligence
• Personal Injury • Real Estate

We’re here to help.

175 Main St., Suite 2, New Paltz, NY 12561
Website: www.bobrichlaw.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/bobrichlaw
Twitter: @BobRichLaw

Martindale-Hubbell 
AV Preeminent RatingHelp keep local  

journalism strong
Without independent local media,  
many stories might never be told. 
hudsonvalleyone.com/support
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Feedback
Letters, columns & op-eds

Letter guidelines:

The New Paltz Times welcomes letters from its readers. Letters should be fewer than 300 words and submitted by 3:30 p.m. 
on Friday. The New Paltz Times policy is to print as many letters to the editor as possible. As with all print publications, avail-
able space is determined by ads sold. If there is insuff icient space in a given issue, letters will be approved based on estab-
lished content standards and thereafter on a first-come, first-published basis.

All letters should be signed and include the author’s address and telephone number. Although the New Paltz Times does not 
specifically limit the number of letters a reader can submit per month, the publication of letters written by frequent correspon-
dents may be delayed to make room for less-often-heard voices. All letters will be printed at the editor’s discretion, and we 
reserve the right to waive any and all of the suggested guidelines.

Contact us:

The New Paltz Times editorial off ice  is located at 322 Wall Street in Kingston.
Please e-mail story ideas, letters to the editor, news releases, school news, social notes and other local editorial submissions 

to newpaltztimes@ulsterpublishing.com, attention  Debbie Alexsa, Managing Editor.
We can be found on the web at www.hudsonvalleyone.com.
Ulster Publishing’s business off ice is at 322 Wall Street in Kingston. The mailing address for subscriptions, business matters, clas-

sifieds and display advertising is P.O. Box 3329, Kingston, NY 12402. To inquire about display advertising or other matters, call 334-
8200, e-mail info@ulsterpublishing.com or fax 334-8202. To place a classified ad, e-mail your copy to classifieds@ulsterpublishing.

com or call 334-8201.

Impressed with ballot counting
I witnessed a day of counting absentee ballots for 

the Ulster County District Attorney race. Had I not 
known the political party of the commissioners, I 
wouldn’t have fi gured out who was the Democrat 
and who was the Republican. All Board of Election 
employees led by Democratic commissioner Ashley 
Dittus and Republican commissioner, Thomas Tur-
co, were professional, courteous and helpful. I left 
that day in awe of their diffi  cult work and impressed 
how they guarded the ballots to ensure they were 
handled properly.

I know Ms. Dittus. She is a Democrat, but above 
all, she is a woman of integrity dedicated to fair elec-
tions regardless of the outcome. Roger Rascoe, the 
Ulster County Republican Party chairman, suggest-
ing that Ms. Dittus cannot be objective during the 
recount is outrageous. Her pointing out that the 
recount will cost the taxpayers more than $16,000 
with little chance of a diff erent outcome is not bi-
ased, but rather an objective assessment. The par-
tisan rants and false accusations need to stop. The 
recount has begun. We should feel good that we 
have two commissioners -- one Democrat and one 
Republican -- who will see to it that this process is 
completed impartially and as quickly as possible.

Christine Dinsmore
Saugerties

An open invitation
to the community 

The New Paltz Central School District Board of Ed-
ucation has begun the process of searching for a Su-
perintendent of Schools. As part of the process, we 
want to involve various groups of stakeholders, as 
well as community members, to help create the de-
sired profi le of our next school leader. The Board of 
Education has identifi ed approximately one dozen 
focus groups to enable a broad range of stakehold-
ers to participate in this process. The Board of Edu-
cation will seek feedback from district staff  across 
all departments, students, parents and guardians, 
community partners and organizations and non-
affi  liated members of the community at large. Focus 
groups will take place on January 15th and 16th. Jan-
uary 17th and 18th will serve as snow dates. Each fo-
cus group will meet the district’s search consultant, 
Dr. Robert Christmann of NYS Leadership Group, 
for approximately one hour. Community partners 
and organizations will receive invitations to select 
representatives from their organization to partici-
pate during the fi rst week in January. Parents and 
guardians interested in participating should visit the 
district webpage for instructions on how to submit 
interest in participating. The BOE seeks to ensure 
participation from as wide a cross-section of parents 

and guardians as possible. Per our recently devel-
oped board policy on hiring and recruitment, focus 
groups will include,but not be limited to, representa-
tion from parents of general education students, par-
ents of color, parents of students with disabilities and 
parents of English as a New Language (ENL) students. 
In the coming days, more information and a detailed 
schedule of focus groups will be made available. 
Please feel free to contact the Board of Education for 
more information via boe@newpaltz.k12.ny.us.

Diana Armstead, Glenn LaPolt
Michael O’Donnell, Kathy Preston

Sophia Skiles, Bianca Tanis, Teresa Thompson 
Trustees, NPCSD Board of Education

The truth that the opposition
is afraid of

Last week, there was an interesting, though errone-
ous letter, critical of my recent letter. It is important 
to understand that when I write, my letters are fact 
based and verifi able. My last letter draws primarily 
from news accounts published by local media outlets, 
although sometimes I draw on other sources. 

For example, part of the information in my letter 
was drawn from the October 4 summary letter from 
the law fi rm retained by the County to ‘investigate’ 
Hector [Rodriguez]. Much of my letter was drawn 
from the long report, published in the February 21 
issue of the New Paltz Times, which included a fair 
amount of testimony by KT [Tobin]herself. So, when 
my detractors assail the veracity of what I write, they 
assail the veracity of the New Paltz Times and even KT.

Two things need to be clear: despite the letter writ-
ers’ implications, I have never condoned or excused 
Hector’s problem behavior. Also, by her own testimo-
ny in the February 21 New Paltz Times, it is clear that 
KT knew about Hector’s problem behavior at least ten 
years ago, and she fully understood the implications 
towards the well being of other women. Even though 
she understood that, “It’s never just one woman, it’s a 
pattern of behavior,” she did nothing, protecting Hec-
tor with her silence for ten years.

One particularly problematic assertion is when the 
letter writers accuse me of misogyny, for being criti-
cal of KT’s behavior. KT is an elected offi  cial, and has 
been active in politics for a long time. As such, she 
is fully accountable for what she does. To suggest, as 
my detractors have, that she should be exempt from 
accountability or criticism because of her gender, is 
itself reprehensible sexism on their part.

It is also completely and provably false. Anyone 
who is familiar with my letters know that I am an 
equal-opportunity critic. Just ask our town supervi-
sor and his deputy.

Many of the people who wrote and signed the op-
position letter, are recent additions to the New Paltz 

Democratic Committee. A problem with this group is 
that they know very little about politics, particularly 
accepted norms of behavior and the history of local 
politics. But this does not stop them from writing fre-
quent, erroneous, complaining emails to the execu-
tive board of the county Democratic Committee. 

 After receiving a recent email from one of these 
people who is a signer of the opposition letter, the 
chair of the county committee sent a terse reply, 
which included the admonition, “…do not contact 
me…” That pretty well sums up this group’s cre-
dence and reliability.

Terry Dungan
New Paltz

Hey Stella!

In the movie version of the play A Streetcar 
Named Desire Stanley Kowalski, indicating the inevi-
tability of their sexual encounter, informs Blanche 
Dubois "we've had this date with each other from 
the beginning." Despite all the claims of reluctance 
to proceed down the impeachment path and faux 
exclamations of prayerful consideration over the 
fulfi lling of their "Constitutional responsibilities" 
Nancy Pelosi, in making her impeachment call, is 
really admitting what we all know is true: She and 
her party have had this date with Donald Trump 
"from the beginning." The following, parody of Des-
olation row, tells the story of the ill-fated aff air the 
Democrats had with a candidate they never thought 
could win and were unwilling to accept when he 
did. The end of this aff air, through impeachment, 
was inevitable because of this president's popular-
ity in the electoral college. The parody is titled "45 
just has to go." (Note to reader: Many on the left 
have been critical of the Founding Fathers because 
they were white, racist slave owners. It's interest-
ing that they are now invoking them, as paragons 
of virtue who would not only support their eff orts 
to impeach POTUS Trump, but wish they could be 
here to throw the "imposter" out themselves. With 
this in view, I think that these Founders would not 
only be turning over in their graves if they could 
hear such invocations, but would also be yelling, 
"Hey Stella!"....I mean... 'Hey Nancy! Stop putting 
your words or Adam Schiff 's interpretations of our 
words into our mouths!")

They started printing postcards of the impeach-
ment

when Hillary Clinton lost on election day
they thought she'd break that high glass ceiling
but Donald J Trump got in the way
All the Dems appeared so desperate 
they shouted and they moaned...and cried
Madonna dreamt of burning down the White 

House
'cos her hopes for a President Hillary had just 

died
And Maxine Waters said I have a remedy
We can impeach POTUS 45 you know
He plans to undo Barack Obama's glorious reign
so 45 just has to go
 
Nancy Pelosi she looked so prayerful 
as she shared her impeachment news
she prays to the "god of partial birth abortion"
because this god supports all her views
her mouth spoke of her deep sadness
o'er the impeachment inquiry she'd begun
she said impeachment is no laughing matter 
but all the Dems seem to be having fun
she said "we'll consider all the evidence"
but she wanted all the evidence to show
the "imposter" she prays for is guilty of crimes
'cos POTUS 45 just has to go
 
Yes I saw Speaker Nancy yesterday
as she announced her impeachment call
she said all the hearings are almost over
and the facts are undisputed by one and all
She said these facts they...speak so loudly 
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It’s the economy

She connects with people

Tomasine Oliphant is just learning the ropes as 
the new director of Ulster County’s federally funded 
offi  ce of employment and training. She’s now in her 
third week on the job. A social worker by profession, 
Oliphant’s most recent position was as student re-
source navigator at Dutchess Community College. 
”DCC cares,” a school pamphlet assured needy stu-
dents. “Support is within your reach!”

In an interview with me last Friday organized and 
attended by assistant county executive Dan Torres, 
Oliphant described how warmly college offi  cials 
there had praised the work she had done. 

Oliphant was one of several applicants for the Ul-
ster County position interviewed fi rst by Lisa Berger, 
who was the position’s previous occupant, and by 
deputy county executive Marc Rider. Then she met 
with county executive Pat Ryan, who confi rmed his 
subordinates’ view that she was the right person for 
the job. 

Ryan’s press release, posted December 10, said he 
thought the county’s career center would be in great 
hands with Oliphant. “Workforce development is at 
the core of our strategy to drive equitable economic 
development,” wrote Ryan. “Tomasine’s passion to 
help people fi nd employment and serve a wide ar-
ray of people will set us up of success in this depart-
ment.”

The rest of Ryan’s team — and a couple of folks in 
positions outside county government with whom I 
talked — off ered similarly enthusiastic sentiments. 
Oliphant, in her thirties and the holder of a mas-
ter’s degree in social work, is smart and dedicated, 
they said. And she brought a social worker’s fresh 
perspective to matching available positions and ap-
plicant skills. 

Berger, previous holder of the position to which 
Oliphant had been named and recently confi rmed 
as the county's director of economic development, 
was one of the enthusiasts. She praised Oliphant’s 
skills set combining social work, community out-
reach and higher education.  Oliphant’s helping un-
derserved communities succeed at the college level 
while strengthening direct linkages with businesses 
was a good strategy for Ulster County, Berger said. 
She looked forward to working with Oliphant “to 
bring economic equity to all.” 

Berger headed the offi  ce of county employment 
and training — and the closely related workforce 
development board — for the past fi ve years. Before 

that, Berger was employed in the county tourism of-
fi ce for seven years and at the Cooperative Extension 
of Ulster County for nine. Many New Paltzonians 
know her as the daughter of the late Anthony Mori-
ello, local farmer, orchard owner, political fi gure and 
athlete. 

Oliphant grew up on Long Island and went to 
college and graduate school at Stony Brook Universi-
ty. She grew up in a low-income household where the 
helping hand of public benefi ts was not unknown. 
Her work experiences began at an early age. She 
went to college and graduate school at Stony Brook 
University. In 2014 she moved to the Hudson Valley. 
She said she has resided since her move mostly in 
Kingston but currently lives in Wappingers Falls. She 
has worked in programs for foster children in sev-
eral local social-service agencies, including work for 
Family of Woodstock in Kingston, New Paltz and El-
lenville.

“I’m a social worker,” Oliphant explained in the in-
terview last Friday at the county offi  ce building attend-
ed by deputy county executive Dan Torres. “I connect 
with people…I help create and facilitate change.” 

Professional social work, she explained, involves 
identifying the core problem people are having and 
working with them to solve that problem. It was vir-
tually the same explanation I had heard articulated 

a few months ago by county social services commis-
sioner Mike Iapoce. And there’s an identical mes-
sage in Family of Woodstock’s longtime slogan, “Any 
Problem Under the Sun.”

Oliphant, who will head a staff  of eight plus 
herself at the offi  ce of employment and training, has 
little supervisory experience. She will be heading 
an organization with a lot of federal rules and 100 
percent funded by federal money, with considerable 
state involvement, and county governance. For deal-
ing with this organizational thicket, she may be able 
to rely on her longtime deputy director Cynthia Ba-
ran, who is in her eighteenth year with the agency. 

Oliphant will also head the 18-person advisory 
workforce development board composed of repre-
sentatives from local businesses, not-for-profi ts and 
educational institutions. That group, which holds 
Tuesday afternoon meetings fi ve times a year, is 
tasked by the feds with developing a strategic vi-
sion and goals for preparing an educated and skilled 
workforce. 

As required, the current vision serves both youth 
and adult participants at diff erent levels of skill, job 
preparation and educational attainment. Among 
other lofty goals. it’s supposed to “support the de-
velopment of career pathways programs, research-
based models…and services that result in employ-
ment advancement for students.”   

Oliphant will be reporting in the hierarchy to 
deputy county executive Evelyn Wright, a Kingston 
resident who will herself begin working for Ulster 
County in mid-January. 

Wright describes herself as a climate economist, 
energy analyst, meeting facilitator and longtime co-
operative enthusiast. In a December 2019 piece on 
her Commonwealth Hudson Valley website, Wright 
supported a strategy of workforce development. 
“Many localities are now working with employers to 
develop and support customized training programs 
to meet employers’ skill needs, either instead of or 
in addition to tax incentive programs,” she wrote. 
Wright is a believer in investing in local business re-
tention rather than attraction. “We do best by sup-
porting what we have, investing in the businesses 
that are already here — and then reinvesting that 
capital locally,” her piece explained.

In his appointments, county executive Pat Ryan 
has been assembling an organizational mechanism 
capable of eff ectively pursuing economic develop-
ment, the most complex of his Big Five goals. He 
sees workforce development as key to helping grow 
a more equitable, more sustainable economy. 

Tomasine Oliphant’s appointment is an important 
one. In the creation of a goal-oriented Ulster County 
economic development team, it made a statement as 
well as fi lled a vacancy.     

-- Geddy Sveikauskas

and the constitutional path is very clear
"It's not us but the Founders who want 45 im-

peached"
so he can't be reelected..late next year
And all those who dispute the "undisputed facts"
said "Nancy's putting on a real good show"
but the disputed facts don't matter much at all
'cos 45 just has to go

George Civile
Gardiner

On they press

From when I voted for Hubert Humphrey until I 
quit the Democrat Party over the treatment of Ber-
nie by the Clintons, I only doubted my party once 
-- the mistreatment of Senator Joe Lieberman by the 
Democrats in Connecticut. Shameful.

Joe had been an eff ective legislator, but he did not 
appeal to the rich left and was dumped. Running as 
an independent – he won!

For as long as I’ve known, Republicans use the el-
ephant as their emblem and Democrats use a don-
key. In fairness to donkeys, the ostrich would make 
a more honest symbol. Fast of foot, able to kill with 
their feet, and they like to bury their heads in the 
sand when scared.

What it must be like to learn that the Obama ad-

Pic of Tomasine Oliphant 

ministration authorized spying on Trump! Of course, 
it could not be Barack. As Biden observed, he was 
clean. Like clean Gene, another Dem who spanked 
Biden -- host 49 states, but cleanly. But the DNC was 
now under the control of the Clintons, and the AG 
knew it and did what she was told, in the plane, on the 
tarmac. Sinful. Comey was a holy man, but fl awed, like 
priests who while holy, take advantage of young men. 
Comey left the FBI and next in line came a truly strange 
duck -- Andrew McCabe. Read the threat. 

Now the Mueller report is discredited. The Steele 
Dossier is shown to be paid for by a Hillary hack job. 
On they press. Really, you believe Adam Schiff ? You 
don’t. Please God!

Paul Nathe
New Paltz

Help the Gardiner fi re and rescue 
save you

A family member driving home one winter night 
with their child in the car hits some ice and dives 
into a ditch. When the Gardiner EMTs arrive, they 
fi nd your family member slumped over the steering 
wheel and immediately begin to extract him/her, 
focusing on the rescue. One of the EMTs notice an 
empty child seat in the back seat. The driver cannot 
speak, but the rescuers realize there may have been 

a child thrown clear of the accident, but where? It’s 
dark, the rescue team can see nothing. But they 
have a tool, an infrared detector. Sweeping the area 
around the vehicle with the device, they detect a 
heat source and rush to fi nd the child in the brush, 
shaken but alive. 

This critical piece of high-tech equipment saves 
lives. It shows the remaining hot spots in structures 
afi re. It locates electrical fi res inside walls to guide 
the fi refi ghters to the source. The technology chang-
es rapidly. The Gardiner Fire Department has a fi ve-
yea- old device, which is now outdated. The new 
devices have stronger detection capabilities, record 
video and have an extended battery life. But the de-
vice has a high price tag, $7,500. 



 New Paltz Times 14 •  January 2, 2020

Recent donations to the fi re department covered 
just two-thirds of that cost. $2,500 more is still need-
ed. If you live in Gardiner, this is an important life-
saving device that may save not only you or one of 
your family members, it may save your home from 
burning to the ground. And it may save the life of one 
of the volunteer fi refi ghters who answers the alarm.

In the scheme of things, $2,500 is not a great 
deal of money, especially if it comes as a result of 
the modest donations from Gardiner residents. It’s 
a challenge to the people of Gardiner. With 6,000+ 
residents, that comes to less than $.50 per person. 
For a couple, that’s $1. A family of four: $2. Is it worth 
$4 to protect your family? This is a call to action. Skip 
the next cappuccino. Support your local lifesaving 
volunteers as they regularly risk their lives to protect 
you. Donate today.

 Ralph Erenzo
Gardiner 

The year in review
at Phillies Bridge Farm

It has been an incredible year at Phillies Bridge 
Farm Project and the board of directors is extremely 
grateful for the support received by many individu-
als and organizations. From providing camp schol-
arships to children in need, to off ering discounted 
shares and food donations to food-insecure families, 
to preserving the historic farm, all requires resources. 
Please consider Phillies Bridge Farm for your year-end 
giving. As a not-for-profi t, your dollars go a long way 
and directly support their mission of food justice, sus-
tainable agriculture, education and the preservation 
of a historic farming heritage. The good you are doing 
stays right here in your local community.

The Big Gray Barn: Over 150 years old, this his-
toric structure needed major repairs. Supporters of 
the farm raised over $20,000 for the project, and a 

team led by an original founder of their Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) program, contractor/
farmer Dan Guenther, did the amazing restoration 
work at a fraction of the projected cost. 

Summer Camp: The STEAM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Arts and Math) farm camp was 
fi lled almost to capacity this year. Thanks to grants 
by the Thomas & Corinne Nyquist Foundation and 
Stewart’s Shop Foundation and generous donors, 
over $5,300 was awarded in scholarship funds, en-
abling dozens of kids from families who otherwise 
could not aff ord this amazing educational experi-
ence. 

CSA: The fantastic farm crew of four fi lled share 
after share with delicious veggies all through the 
season. Beginning with a particularly early and pro-
ductive year for brassica crops (kale, broccoli, cab-
bage, kohlrabi, turnips, etc.). Thanks to grants by 
the Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley 
and Ulster Savings Bank Charitable Foundation, and 
generous donors, they have been able to share the 
harvest by off ering sliding scale CSA shares and do-
nating 12,000 pounds of farm-fresh food to our part-
ner organizations: The Institute for Family Health, 
Ulster County Healthy Families, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension and Family of New Paltz. 

Workshops: Several educational workshops were 
off ered this season, including Mushroom Picking, 
Paint & Sip, How to Preserve the CSA bounty, Pres-
sure Canning and Willow Weaving.

The Meal in the Field: This signature event was 
brought back on a beautiful September evening at 
the farm. Almost 100 guests came for this delicious 
locally sourced farm-to-table fundraiser dinner, 
wonderfully catered by Agnes Devereux.

Pavilion: Thanks to a grant from the NYS Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation and generous 
donors, a second cooler was purchased, which will 
enable to better store larger quantities of produce. 

These will enhance the pavilion’s multi-purpose ca-
pacity to include a new CSA harvest room in 2020. 

High Tunnel: Thanks to a grant from the USDA, 
generous donors and the work of dedicated volun-
teers and farm staff , a new high tunnel was built, 
which will be home to the plants earlier and later in 
the growing season.

For more information, please call (845) 256-9108 
or visit their website at PhilliesBridge.org.
Myriam Bouchard, Administrative Coordinator

Phillies Bridge Farm Project, Inc.
New Paltz

A recount is warranted
and necessary

The purpose of this letter is twofold: First, I must 
apologize to Democrat chairman Frank Cardinale 
for bringing his name into my comments regard-
ing Democrat Elections Commissioner Ashley Dit-
tis’ comments to the press. In the ten years we have 
served as county chairmen at the same time, Frank 
and I have always maintained a sense of civility in 
all of our contacts, and I was out of line in including 
him in my previous press release. 

Secondly, and most importantly, I have no doubt 
that had the Democratic candidate for District Attor-
ney been behind by less than 100 votes, that Ms. Dit-
tus would be singing a very diff erent tune regarding 
the need for a recount in that race. Her statements, 
given her position as an Elections Commissioner, 
disparaging Mike Kavanagh’s decision to seek a re-
count are so obnoxious, inappropriate and so hy-
percritical as to almost defy description. Without a 
doubt, they reveal that she is overtly partisan and 
more concerned with electing members of her par-
ty than insuring that elections conducted in Ulster 
County are fair and that the candidate chosen by a 
majority of the voters is, in fact, the one elected. As 
a duly appointed commissioner of the Board of Elec-
tions, one would think that it’s her job to insure that 
elections are fairly conducted and the fi nal vote ac-
curately tabulated. After all, her salary is paid by all 
the taxpayers of Ulster County and not by one politi-
cal party. More to the point, Ms. Dittus, by her com-
ments, has left little doubt that she cannot fairly and 
objectively execute the responsibilities of that offi  ce. 
At the very least she should recuse herself from any 
further involvement in the DA’s race and should not 
participate in this recount.

As for her claim that a recount is unnecessary, Ms. 
Dittis conveniently failed to mention that it is a matter 
of public record that the Board of Elections encoun-
tered serious problems while tabulating the votes in 
this race and made signifi cant mistakes in the vote to-
tals they fi nally posted after the election. Initially, the 
early voting results were not included in the online 
postings of the results. Another example, in its initial 
calculation of the votes received by each candidate, the 
board originally gave the Democratic candidate more 
than 3,000 votes than he actually received on the Lib-
ertarian line. And this error was not discovered by the 
board until long after the polls had closed and only cor-
rected when questions were raised by the Kavanagh 
campaign as to the accuracy of this count.

And to make matters worse the vote totals in this 
race as reported on the board’s offi  cial website, were 
signifi cantly altered and changed two days after the 
election. That circumstance coupled with the fact 
that the board had to suspend its operation on elec-
tion night and could not complete its count until 
the following day because a key employee had to be 
hospitalized because of a medical emergency, raises 
serious and legitimate questions regarding the accu-
racy of the board’s fi nal count in this election. The 
facts remain that there are many folks concerned 
and have questions on the results, thereby making a 
recount clearly in the public interest.

While Ms. Dittus is certainly entitled to express her 
opinions, please don’t tell me that a mistake could not 
have been made in the tabulation of this vote. Mis-
takes were made and corrections were made and as 
a result, a recount is warranted and clearly necessary. 
Even Gov. Cuomo is sponsoring legislation mandating 
recounts in elections where the outcomes are so close 
because a recount in such a circumstance is clearly in 
the public interest. I suspect that Ms. Dittus, if asked, 
would agree with the governor and again, if the shoe 
was on the other foot, she would be beating a drum 
demanding that there be a recount.

 Roger Rascoe, Chairman
Ulster County Republican Committee

Darold John ”Dale” Carlson
Darold John ”Dale” Carlson 87, of Clintondale, passed away 
Thursday, December 19, 2019 at Vassar Brothers Medical Cen-
ter in Poughkeepsie, New York, surrounded by his loving family.

Born May 19, 1932 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, he was the 
son of the late John and Anna (Kaluza) Petrosky.  

On November 3, 1962 in Highland, New York, he married 
Eleanora Fiscella. Dale and Ellie started their life together in 
Miami, Florida, where they fell in love with the blessings of her 
father, Primo who had asked Dale to watch over her. They later 
moved to Ardonia, NY to be closer to Ellie’s parents and to 
raise their growing family. They enjoyed a life of laughter, trav-
eling with their children to see beloved family in St. Sauveur, 
Canada, south to Florida and overseas. There was always singing 
and music, delicious food cooking and plenty of adventure trav-
eling in their green motorhome (the Snowbird). Dale and Ellie 
were together for 43 years before her passing in 2005.  

Dale, aka Poppy, was a very talented cook with a great passion 
for food and wine. He was a true culinary artisan and loved 
conversation, especially about how to cook a particular meal 
in the most artful of ways, and entertaining. A beloved presence at the yearly Highland Invitational Golf Tournament, he was 
known for his magnificent Margaritas. He was bilingual in French and English, played guitar and loved to sing. He enjoyed 
swimming, the beach, traveling and playing poker and Texas Hold’em with his friends and family. He owned a water sport 
school in Miami and brought his entrepreneurial skills to New York, where he started Harvest Pak, custom design packaging 
for apple farms. Dale was also an importer of machinery from Holland for fruit and vegetable farms. He adored his dogs, 
Sasha, Ricky, Bingo and Lulu.

In addition to his parents and wife, Eleanora, he was predeceased by his step mother, Margaret Dunnett Petrosky and his 
brother-in-law, William Waldron.

Survivors include his children, Lisa Carlson of Clintondale, NY, Danielle M. Carlson-Murphy and her husband, David of Gar-
diner, NY, Kimberly D. Carlson and her partner, Tom Murray of New Paltz, NY, and Christopher D. Carlson and his partner, 
Traci Carolei of Highland, NY; his sister, Moyra Waldron of St. Sauveur, Canada; his brother, Donald Petrosky of Montreal, 
Canada;  four grandchildren, Caroline, Patrick and Eleanora R. Murphy of Gardiner, NY and Ashley Carlson of Highland, 
NY; his nephew, Mark Waldron and his wife, Sara of Avon, CT; his great nephews, Christian, Liam and Quinn Waldron of 
Avon, CT; and his very dear friend, Karina Halpert of Lake Katrine, NY.

There will be a celebration of his life in the Spring of 2020 given by his family.

Copeland-Hammerl is honored to assist Dale’s family with the arrangements.

MARY L. GIANNUKOS 
Mary L. Giannukos (née Eisgruber), 72, of Ocala, Florida, formerly of New Paltz, passed away at home peacefully, after a 
long illness, on December 9, 2019, with her husband by her side.   Born August 6, 1947 in Bronx, NY, she was the daughter 
of Alois and Rose Eisgruber.  Mary graduated from New Paltz High School in 1966, and married Joseph Guidi of New Paltz 
in 1968, with whom she had two children.  

Mary was employed for several years as secretary to the Chief of Police in New Paltz.  She was active in many clubs, includ-
ing the New Paltz Garden Club and a gourmet cooking club.  In 1989 Mary married Norman Giannukos, with whom she 
had just celebrated her 30th wedding anniversary.  

She is survived by her two children, Daniel and Christina, four grandchildren, two brothers: Joseph Eisgruber and his wife 
Valerie of The Villages, Florida, and John Eisgruber and his wife Diane of Highland; she is also survived by one sister, Terry 
Wager and her husband David, of Palm Coast,  Florida.
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Legals

 LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC):  BasCa, 
LLC. 
Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on November 
15, 2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Carlos Villegas, 232 
Hillside Lane, Ellen-
ville, New York 12428. 
Purpose: Any lawful 
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of 5401 Route 212 LLC. 
Art. of Org. fi led Sec’y 
of State (SSNY) 11/8/19. 
Offi  ce location: Ulster 
Co. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
234 Tinker St, Wood-
stock, NY 12498. Pur-
pose: any lawful activi-
ties.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): 
598 Albany Post LLC.  

Articles of Organiza-
tion were fi led with 
the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) 
on 9/19/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of 
process to: Luis Mar-
tinez 22 North Front 
Street New Paltz NY 
12561. Purpose: Any 
lawful acts or activi-
ties. Latest date upon 
which LLC is to dis-
solve: No specifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Blue Ocean Mars LLC, 
a domestic LLC, fi led
with the SSNY on 
11/12/2019. Offi  ce loca-
tion: Ulster County. 
SSNY is
designated as agent 
upon whom process 
against the LLC may 
be
served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 8 Ma-
jestic Woods Drive,
Gardiner, NY 12525. 
Purpose: any lawful. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Heart & 
Soul K-9 LLC. Articles 
of Organization were 
fi led with the Secre-
tary of 
State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/7/2019. 
Offi  ce location: Ul-
ster County. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 

whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: The LLC, 107 Sand 
Hill Road, Gardiner, 
N.Y. 12525. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts or ac-
tivities. Latest date 
upon which LLC is to 
dissolve: No specifi c 
date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Hudson Valley Practice 
Association, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. fi led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/19/19. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 250 Tuyten-
bridge Road, P.O. Box 
1488, Kingston, NY 
12402. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): Kuzhina 
Remodeling LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 
11/06/2019. Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: Kuzhina Remodel-
ing, 
35 Birdsall Ave Marl-

boro, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts 
or activities. Latest 
date upon which LLC 
is to dissolve: No spe-
cifi c date.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation 
of a Limited Liability 
Company (LLC). The 
name of the LLC is: 
Two Olives LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the Sec-
retary of State of New 
York (SSNY) offi  ce on: 
11/22/19. The County in 
which the Offi  ce is to 
be located: Ulster. The 
SSNY is designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. The 
address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy 
of any process against 
the LLC is: 848 Albany 
Post Road, New Paltz 
NY 12561. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC): 
J J Scott FSMC, LLC Ar-
ticles of Organization 
were fi led with the 
Secretary of 
State of New 
York (SSNY) on 
(12/04/2019). Offi  ce lo-
cation: Ulster County. 
SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be 
served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process 
to: J J Scott FSMC, LLC 

One Commerce Plaza 
- 99 Washington Ave., 
Suite 805-A Albany, 
New York 12210-2822 
Purpose: Any lawful  
acts or activities. Lat-
est date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No 
specifi c date. 

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation 
of PORPIGLIA FAM-
ILY FARMS LLC Arts. 
of Org. fi led with the 
Sect'y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/11/2019. 
Offi  ce location, Coun-
ty of Ulster. SSNY has 
been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 507 Lat-
tintown Rd, Marlbor-
ough, NY 12542. Pur-
pose: any lawful act. 

LEGAL NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE, that I, Wendy 
Rosinski, undersigned 
collector of taxes, of 
the Town of Lloyd, 
Ulster County, and 
State of New York, 
have duly received the 
tax roll and warrant 
for the collection of 
taxes within the Town 
of Lloyd for the year 
2020 and that taxes 

may be mailed or paid 
in person at the Town 
Clerk’s Offi  ce, Town 
Hall, Thomas Shay 
Square, 12 Church 
Street, Highland, New 
York 12528.  Offi  ce 
hours will be 8:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM, 
TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE, that taxes may 
be paid on or before 
January 31, 2020 with-
out charge or interest. 
On all taxes received 
after such date, there 
shall be added inter-
est of one per cen-
tum (1%), if paid on 
or before February 
28th, 2020 and an 
additional one per 
centum (1%) for each 
additional month or 
fraction thereafter un-
til such taxes are paid 
or until the return of 
the unpaid taxes to 
the County pursuant 
to law.
TAKE FURTHER NO-
TICE, pursuant to 
law, the tax roll of the 
Town of Lloyd will be 
returned to the Coun-
ty Commissioner of 
Finance in the County 
of Ulster on the 1st day 
of June, 2020.
Wendy D. Rosinski
Town Clerk/Tax Col-
lector
DATED: January 1, 2020

W. LEARLINE MONTELEONE
W. Learline Monteleone, 101, of New Paltz, was granted eternal rest on Friday, December 20, 
2019 at Vassar Brothers Medical Center in Poughkeepsie, New York, surrounded by her loving 
family.

Born June 19, 1918 in Marthaville, Louisiana, she was the daughter of the late Raleigh and Ella 
Beatrice (Robison) Cobbs.  

On May 23, 1948, in Greenwich, Connecticut, Learline married the love of her life, Edmund J. 
Monteleone. They met in the aftermath of World War II and dedicated their lives to each other 
for 61 years, holding hands whenever they could, until his passing on January 20, 2009.  

Learline was devoted to her family and an advocate in her community. She loved to garden, ap-
preciated wildlife, and was the best Chef, though not formally trained.

In addition to her parents and husband, Learline was predeceased by her sons, David A. Crapse and Edmund Monteleone.

Survivors include her children, son, Alfred Monteleone of Clintondale, NY, daughter, Lurleen Monteleone and friend, Jack 
Mortenson of New Paltz, NY; her step-daughter, Angela Monteleone-Zarcone and her husband, Nick Zarcone of Las Vegas, 
NV; her daughter-in-law, Shirley Monteleone-Harrington of Staatsburg, NY;  her sister, Louise Cox of Marthaville, LA and 
brother, W. Don McFerrin of Fresno, CA; and her seven grandchildren, Laura (Mark), Brian (Rebecca), Adam (Petra), An-
drew, Nikie (Kent), Joseph (Caitlyn), and Andrea.

Friends called on Thursday, December 26, 2019, from 3:30 - 6:30 pm at Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home, 162 South Putt 
Corners Road, New Paltz, New York. A Funeral Service was held on Friday, December 27, 2019 at 10:30 a.m at the Reedemer  
Lutheran Church, 90 NY 32, New Paltz, NY with Pastor Mossl  officiating; readings by Pastor Tobias Anderson. Burial fol-
lowed at Modena Rural Cemetery, Gardiner, NY 12525.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that donations in Learline’s name be made to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital, 
501 St. Jude’s Place, Memphis TN 38105.

Copeland-Hammerl Funeral Home is honored to assist Learline’s family with the arrangements.

Elizabeth Nest 
Elizabeth Nest, 72, of Stone Ridge, NY, passed away on Sunday, December 15, 2019 at Golden 
Hill Nursing & Rehab Center in Kingston, NY.

She was born on August 24, 1947 in Brooklyn, the daughter of the late Ralph and Rose Tropi-
ano. Elizabeth worked as an Ophthalmic Technician for Eye Associates in Kingston. 

She is survived by her husband, Richard Nest, her children, Elysia Connors and Michael Nest, 
her grandson, Michael Connors, her sisters, JoAnn Maddock and Barbara Schron, and her 
first cousin Mary Jo Tipaldo.

Arrangements entrusted to Keyser Funeral & Cremation Service, Kingston, NY.  A tribute for 
Elizabeth can be found at www.KeyserFuneralService.com, where you may leave memories 
and expressions of sympathy for her family.

Est. 1928

Central Ulster location
• Ulster County’s regional funeral home
• Serving Highland, New Paltz, Milton, Marlboro, 

Plattekill, Clintondale, Modena, Gardiner,  
West Park, Esopus & Kingston

• Traditional and non-traditional funeral, burial, 
cremation and memorial services

• Pre-arrangement counseling 
Contact us about pre-need arrangements made in the past  
which can easily be transferred to our Firm

• Complete services available for former residents  
who have relocated

• Vast off-street private parking
• Wheelchair accessible

VICE PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Great Grandson of the Founder

PRESIDENT
Licensed Funeral 

Director
Granddaughter of the Founder

Licensed Funeral 
Director

A former Elting Family Home
38 Main Street

Highland, 
New York

(845) 691-2281
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MOHONK  | PRESERVE

by Erin Quinn

Of all the paths you take in life, make sure a few of them 
are dirt.

-- John Muir

U
LTRAMARATHONS OR “ULTRAS” (defi ned 
as any running race that is longer than a 
standard 26.22-mile marathon) have sky-
rocketed in popularity over the past two 

decades. There are now people who not only run, 
but race distances of 30, 50 and even 100 miles at a 
clip. There are no limits, it seems, to what human be-
ings are capable of doing when they put their minds 
to it. Like all amazing feats, it often takes a certain 
type of person, a certain type of place along with a 
specifi c type of culture to make these experiences 
achievable. I can think of no better environment to 
pose such a challenge than right here in New Paltz, 
where hundreds of miles of antique carriage roads 
and trails unveil some of the most stunning natural 
features of the Shawangunk Ridge, from conglomer-
ate cliff  faces to raging waterfalls, pitch-pine barrens 
and swollen sky lakes.

The 8,000-acre Mohonk Preserve and neighbor-
ing 26,000-acre Minnewaska State Park Preserve are 
already home to world-class rock climbing routes; a 
grueling duathlon (bike/run), the American Zofi n-
gen; the infamous triathlon, Survival of the Shawan-
gunks (SOS); a plethora of challenging running races 
from 5Ks to half-marathons; and, more recently, the 
50-mile ultramarathon known as  Rock The Ridge – 
or more simply,  RTR.

This event, now in its seventh year, is unique in its 
design as an ultramarathon that can appeal to com-
petitive runners as well as recreational runners and 
function as a community event and fundraiser all at 
the same time. Rock The Ridge was established by a 
Mohonk Preserve board member and local runner, 
Norman Goluskin, a national age group champion 
in both the 5,000- and 10,000-meter distances and 
a former board member of the New York City Road 
Runners. “I knew there was a substantial running 
community in this area and was looking for some-
thing diff erent than a 5K or 10K race that could also 
act as a fundraiser to support the mission of Mohonk 
Preserve,” Goluskin said. Inspired by the “Kennedy 
Challenge,” issued by president John F. Kennedy to 
the US Marines to hike 50 miles in 20 hours, Goluskin 
helped launch the 50-mile race on May 4, 2013 in 
conjunction with the Preserve’s 50th anniversary.

While elite athletes can certainly challenge them-
selves to race the entire 50 miles, the cutoff  time of 
18 hours allows people to run/walk the course, or 
even have relays where they can each do a leg of the 
journey. “The fi rst year, I wasn’t sure I wouldn’t be 
the only person with my foot on the starting line,” 
said Goluskin.  But this is New Paltz, and people 
love a challenge. Goluskin was joined by 224 other 
participants who not only rocked the ridge, but also 
helped to raise $100,000 for the Preserve. Since that 
fi rst year, the race has grown exponentially to host 
more than 575 participants last year and raise over 
a $1.8 million for the Preserve’s mission of conserva-
tion science, land protection, stewardship and envi-
ronmental education.

“The most unique aspect is defi nitely the gener-
ous time limit,” said local ultrarunner and last year’s 

winner of  Rock The Ridge, Jason Friedman, “which 
caters to fi rst-time ultrarunners and serves as an 
ideal introduction to the sport.” Both a competitive 
ultrarunner and host of The Pain Cave, a podcast all 
about ultrarunning, Friedman said that in his esti-
mation, the most diffi  cult parts of the course are also 
among the most beautiful. Maybe the beauty serves 
as a bit of a balm or salve to soften the pounding that 
the body must endure for 50 miles.

He mentioned the climb from Lyons Road, around 
mile 24 outbound, to the highest point of the race, 
Castle Point at mile 30, as that elusive combination 
of luscious and laborious at the same time. “It’s a 
pretty long climb -- mostly not very steep, but with 
very little interruption -- and it comes at a point in 
the race where you’ve been going for quite some 
time (so you’re starting to feel the strain a bit), but 
you’re still a long way from the fi nish (so you don’t 
really have the psychological boost of feeling like 
you’re getting close to the end). But that stretch also 
has the best views on the course, including Awosting 
Falls and the beautiful vistas over Gertrude’s Nose 
and Lake Awosting.”

Asked what the greatest assets of the race are, 
Friedman said, “the trails, for sure, and the scenery. 
It’s the perfect setting for an ultramarathon.” He also 
cited the “passionate RDs” (race directors), Jon Stern 
and Mark Eisenhandler, who “have tons of experience 
in staging a world-class event. They are new to the ul-
trarunning scene, but they’ve been instrumental in 
growing the race and improving the race experience 
over the past two years since they’ve been in charge.”

According to Stern, who has been directing Nor-
dic skiing races, running and triathlon events for the 
past 20 years (including the SOS), “The real trick is 
to create an event where the challenges either go un-
noticed by the participants -- or, better still, become 
a feature of the race that leads to a true sense of ac-
complishment.” Those challenges include creating a 

safety net over 50 miles of trails, most of which are 
exposed to the elements and include close to 5,000 
feet of elevation gain. “The weather in early May can 
also be extremely variable, so preparations include 
planning for everything from ice baths to portable 
heaters.”

Stern noted that just the job of marking the course 
over this long of a distance, knowing that it will be 
traversed in the dark by at least a third of the partici-
pants, can take three people and two full days. There 
are also ten aid stations to be assembled, many in 
remote locations, that will be stocked well enough 
to provide basic medical and nutritional support for 
hundreds of athletes. That part of the operation takes 
weeks. And then there is the army of cellphones and 
two-way radios and a base station for volunteers to 
communicate with each other over the entire distance 
of the terrain and the 24 hours of the race.

“The only way any of this is possible is through the 
eff orts of 150 people, most of whom are volunteers. 
It all starts though, with the tremendously dedicated 
Preserve staff , many of whom work well beyond their 
normal hours to make this happen. The volunteers too 
are uniformly enthusiastic and caring, staffi  ng their 
stations from as early as 4 a.m. race morning until the 
last participant fi nishes -- which in the past has been 
as late as 3 a.m. the next day! While all this may sound 
formidable, and at times it certainly is, the team the 
Preserve has assembled is second to none, turning a 
daunting task into a labor of love for all involved.”

This year’s race is slated for May 2, beginning at 
6 a.m. The roster is already half-full, and entry re-
quires a registration fee and fundraising for the 
Preserve. To learn more about the race, how to par-
ticipate, donate, volunteer or all of the above go to 
www.mohonkpreserve.org/rock-the-ridge.

Although it’s a long way off  and Friedman has 
many miles to race and many races to run, he said 
that at this point he is planning on running the  Rock 
The Ridge again in 2020. Asked about any possible 
front-runners, he said that he hasn’t seen the regis-
tration list, so it’s too early to know who might be a 
contender. “Obviously, if Ben Nephew and/or Etan 
Levavi are planning on returning, they have to be 
among the favorites.”

For a small town, New Paltz is home to many ultra-
runners and now its own ultramarathon. As the race 
gains traction, it begins to inspire runners at all levels, 
ages and stages to lace up their shoes and hit these 
beautiful trails. Goluskin himself has participated in ev-
ery  Rock The Ridge since its inception on relay teams, 
and in 2014 ran the entire 50-mile course. ++

KAREN SCHOONMAKER

Ben Nephew in front of Awosting Falls during Rock The Ridge 2015.

Long, long rocky road
Registration now open for May 2 Rock The Ridge ultramarathon
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